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Take note - that MBA or B Tech
degree from a foreign institute, on
which you have spent a few years

~and a couple of lakhs, may not

have any value at all.

The latest data available with
the All-India Council of Technical

~ Education (AICTE) shows that only

two of the 131 foreign institutes,
offering degrees and diplomas for
a range of courses in collaboration
with Indian partners, have bothered
to get necessary government
approvals.

It leaves these institutes open
to any action that the government
may choose to take. More
importantly, perhaps, this leaves
the students holding on to degrees
and diplomas in management,
medicine and technology that are
not recognised by the public sector
and most of the big private-sector
employers.

A ministry-funded survey had
found 66 American institutes, 59
British, two Canadian and one
institute each from Australia,
Switzertand, France operating in
India in 2004. Of these, the only

- two that have actually pas_sed the

AICTE test are Aurangabad-
based Institution of Hotel
Management (IHM) and the Asia
Pacific Institute of Information
Technology (APIIT) in Haryana.

Both institutes offer joint
degrees in collaboration with
foreign universities. IHM has tied
up with University of Huddersfield,
UK, to offer a BA (Hons) in hotel
management and APIIT has tied
up with Staffordshire University,
UK, to offer courses in computer,
software and multimedia
engineering.

Among the prominent ones
that do not have AICTE approval
are — ESCPAU, France, which
has tied up with the MATS School
of Business and IT to offer global
MBA; Fox School of Business and
Management, Temple University,
USA, which has tied up with L N
Welingkar Institute of
Management Development and
Research: Ohio University that
tied up with Christ College
Institute of Management;
University of Wales that has tied
up with TASMAC Institute of
Management; and Rotterdam

Foreign institutes head for trouble

business institute, Netherlands,
which has tied up with the DBA
Global Business School.

AICTE vice-chairman R A
Yadav told that enough time had
been given to these foreign
institutes to get their courses
approved. They were also served
show-cause notices. “However,
now legal action will be taken on
all the institutes that are running
these courses without approval,”
he said.

Managements of several
universities failed to respond,
when contacted for their reactions
on the issue. The AICTE — a
monitoring and approving agency
for all technical institutes offering
courses in management,
engineering, pharmacy and
computer applications — had
drafted regulations for foreign
institutes operating in the country
in May 2005.

AICTE norms are applicable
to all foreign institutes
collaborating with Indian
counterparts, but the agency has
failed, till date, to ensure that these
institutes adhere to Indian laws.

.

| C TAEA fraternity extends greetings to all its_readers for New Year 2007
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General Body Meeting of Kerala State Branch

A general body meeting of the Indian Adult Education Association, Kerala State Branch was held on
09/12/2006 at Mar Theophilus Training College, Thiruvananthapuram .

Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai, Chairman of IAEA, Kerala chaired the session. Dr V. Reghu, Secretary, IAEA,
Kerala welcomed the members to the meeting. The annual report was presented by the Secretary and
it was approved by the general body. Mr. T. Sundaresan Nair, Treasurer, IAEA, Kerala presented the annual
statement of accounts and budget. They were accepted with slight modifications.

The election to the Executive Committee was held. The following were nominated and unanimously
accepted by the general body.

Chair Person : Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai (Emeritus Prof. Retd. & Vice President, IAEA, New Delhi)
Vice Chairman : Dr. A.M. Thampi (Prof. Retd. Kerala Agriculture University)

Secretary : Dr. V. Reghu (Asst. Director, University of Kerala & Member IAEA Executive

Joint Secretary : Dr. Kerala Sreemathi, (Research Officer, SCERT, Kerala)

Treasurer : Mr. K. Ayyappan Nair (Coordinator, SLMA, Kerala)

Members : Sri. K.G. Balakrishna Pillai (Former President, Kerala Hindi Prachara Sabha) Special Invitee
Prof. Abdul Vahab (Former Principal, Training College) Sp;cial Invitee

Sri. T. Sundaresan Nair (Sr. Programme Co-ordniator, SRC, Kerala)

Dr. G. Suresh Kumar (Registrar, Child Development Centre, Kerala)

Dr. NB Suresh Kumar (Programme Co-ordinator, SRC, Kerala)

Dr. Symakumari (Asst. Prof. Kerala Agriculture University)

Dr. Chandrasekharan Nair (Principal, (Retd) S.D. College, Alappy)

Dr. M. Vijayakumari Amma (Sel, Lecturer, Govt. College Trichur)

Dr. Omanaseelan (Lecturer, Teacher Education Centre)

Mr. Prathapachandran (Manager, Financial Corporation)

Dr. V.M. SasiKumar (Principal, Training College) Member, IAEA Governing Council

Dr. C. Narayana Pillaj (Principal, Training College) Member, IAEA Governing Council

Mr. Harish Kumar (SRC, Kerala — Special invitee)

Fr. (Dr) M.K. George (Principal, Loyola College, Trivandrum) Special Invitee.

‘The meeting expressed heart feit condolence on the sad and untimely demise of Dr. Sivakumar an
active member of the Executive Committee.

The Chairperson presented the details of the next national conference of IAEA (Feb. 2006, Mount Abu)
and requested the members to participate in the conference. ‘

The_ meeting discussz_ed about future programmes to strengthen the organization and Adult and Continuing
Education programmes in the state. It was SUggested to conduct seminar, workshop and meeting during

the period. Publication of a Newsletter was also Suggested. All members strongly agreed to strengthen
the activities and programmes of IAEA Kerala

Education is not merely a means for earning a living or an instrument for the acquisition

of wealth. It is an initiation ingo life of spirit, a training of the human sould in the
pursuit of truth and the practice of wvirtue.

-Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit
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Sachar Report : Muslim Community
Behind Even SCs/STs In Primary Schooling

A dropout rate of 25% and only
17% of matriculates. Is it then any
surprise that only 6% Muslims are
graduates?

As most don't make it past the
first level of qualification, their low
representation at IIMs — of the
4,743 students, a mere 63 are
Muslims — is self-explanatory. To
cap it all, only one out of 25
undergraduate students is a Muslim
in a premier college.

Employment opportunities — in
short, the India shining dream — is
not theirs for the asking. And the
Sachar report clearly points to the
lack of sufficient educational
opportunities available to Muslims
which has left them lagging behind
in all spheres of life.

The data presented in the report
shows that primary education
proves to be the biggest obstacle
before Muslims — the community
is unable to match even the SCs/
STs in certain cases. Key indicators,
the report says, are the mean
school years (MSYs) that
correspond with children between
ages of 7-16 years who have
completed matriculation.

The Census 2001 found that, on
an average, a child in India goes to
school for four years. For Muslims,
this number is even lower, at three
years and four months. The MSY
for Muslim children is only 83% of
the overall average. The MSY status
is not consistent.

In states like Kerala, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Maharashtra,

Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat,
Muslim children stay in schools
much more than in states like
West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh.
Another indicator is the
enrolment rate which according
to some studies has been
encouraging.

The report submits that there
has been an increase in
enrolment rate across all socio-
religious categories (SRCs) with
the highest increase among SC/
STs (95%) followed by Muslims
(65%).

While this is encouraging,
dropout rates are a dampener.
As many as 25% of Muslim
children in the 6-14 year age
group have either never attended
school or have dropped out.
Another indicator of the low
education levels is that while 26%
of those 17 years and above
have completed matriculation,
this percentage is only 17%
amongst Muslims.

The report points to the fact
that unlike primary education the
probability of completing middie
school for all communities,
including Muslims, has risen.
Based on data, about 62% of the
eligible children in the upper
caste Hindu and other religious
groups are likely to complete
primary education followed by
Muslims (44%) and SCs (39%).

However, 50% of Muslim and
SC/ST children are likely to
complete higher education and

in fact perform better than SCs
and STs in coliege. Clearly it is
the “completion” of primary
education that proves to be the
“major hurdle for school
education”, the report says.

Correspondingly, while the
proportion of literates between 6-
13 years of age in the general
category are 90.2%, Muslims
account for a much lower 74.6%
of the same age group.

With such impediments in the
process, the Muslim share of
graduates is barely 6% while their
share on population of 20 years
and above is 11%. It is no
surprise then that Muslims
constitute 1.3% of students in all
courses in all lIMs (that is 63 out
of 4,743) while in IITs, of the total
27,161 students only 894 are
Muslims.

Similarly, the share of Muslims
in post-graduate courses in [ITs
is only 4% while only 1 out of 25
under-graduate students is a
Muslim in a premier college.

The committee itself
notes,”Major problems lie in
school education; the likelihood of
Muslim children completing
school education is significantly
lower than other SRCs, except
ST/SCs...Once the ‘hurdle’ is
crossed, the differences most
SRCs face in the likelihood of
completing graduate studies
narrow down and are at times not
very significant.” m

&

There is mo other beginning of learning than wonder.

~Theaetetus

2
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A Report on West Bengal State & East Zone Conference of Indian
Adult Education Association and Seminar:

The Indian Adult Education
Association, West Bengal state
bmnch omanized the 3™ State
Conference, and the East Zone
Conference on
02-03 December
2006 at University
of North Bengal,

Siliguri, in
collaboration with
Sarba Siksha

Abhijan, Siliguri
Educational
D.is trict,
Mahakuma
Parishad and
Balason Society
for Improved
Environment,
Phansidewal More, Siliguri. A
seminar was also held during the
conference. The Conference
provided an opportunity to all the
delegates to deliberate and
discuss the status of Aduit
Education in India after 59 years
of independence and it was
followed by a seminar on
‘Continuing Education,
Development and Empowerment
of Women in Indian Perspective'.
In all 150 delegates from different
parts of West Bengal and Orissa
registered themselves for
participation in the conference.
These delegates represented Zila
Saksharta Samitis, Universities,
NGOs, State and District
Administrations and research
Institutions. Besides the
participation of the Delegates from
all the five districts of North
Bengal, all the Panchayat
Samities of North Bengal sent
selected participants to attend the
conference and seminar. Life and

Institutional Members of the Indian
Adult Education Association also
participated in this conference.

On 2™ December 2008, the

inaugural function of the
Conference started at 11:30 am.
Prof. B.B. Mohanty, International
Consultant (Education &
Communication) & Life Member,
IAEA, New Delhi presided over the
function. Prof. Pijush Kanti Saha,
Vice Chancellor, North Bengal
University, Sri Nitai Chandra Pal,
District Project Officer, Siliguri
Mahakuma Parishad, Sri M.U.
Alam, Sri Sudhir Chatterjee,
Associate Secretary of |IAEA &
Rajashree Biswas were also on
the Dias. In her welcome address
Smt . Rajashree Biswas, Vice
President of IAEA (and Secretary
of IAEA West Bengal state
branch) described the glorious
history of IAEA and its work and
stressed on the coordination of
different voluntary organizations
working in the field of adult &
continuing education in different
corners of West Bengal in
isolation. The two day conference

and seminar was inaugurated by
Prof. Pijush Kanti Saha, Vice
Chancellor, University of North
Bengal by lighting the lamp. The
chief guest Sri Paresh Chandra
Adhikary, Hon'ble Minister of Food,
Government of West Bengal in his
speech emphasized on the point
that the literacy does not mean
signing alone, and he underlined
the issue of initiative for utilizing
human resources for the
development of literacy and literate
workers. The Presidential Address
was given by Prof. B.B. Mohanty.
The vote of thanks was given by
Mr. M.U. Alam, Joint Secretary,
Conference organizing committee.

In the next session Smt.
Rajashree Biswas, Secretary of
IAEA West Bengal State Branch,
placed her report before the
delegates of the 3™ State
Conference, and discussed
various activities which are being
conducted by the state branch of
IAEA and the problems faced by
it. She also outlined the future
directions of work of the
organization and earnestly called
other regional and state level
organizations to come under the
umbrella of IAEA and create a new
horizon to boost up the
development effort. After the
presentation of Secretary’s report,
yearly accounts were presented
by the treasurer, Dr. Jayanta
Ghoshal. Following a brief
discussion these two reports were
unanimously accepted by the
house. The new committee of
office bearers was formed by the
house for the next year.

The East Zonal Conference
started in the last session of the
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contn. from prev. pg.
day. The session was presided
over by a presidium consisting of
Prof. Ashoke Bhattacharya, Head,
Department of Adult, Continuing
Education, Extension, Jadabpur
University, Prof. Arabinda
Bhattacharya, Department of
Business Management, University
of Calcutta, and Sri Amitabha
Chaudhury of Satyen Moitra Jana
Siksha Prasar Samiti. At the
outset a
condolence
resolution was
adopted expressing
deep sense of loss
at the demise of Dr.
(Mrs) Phulrenu
Ghua, the
President of
AICMED and one of
the foremost
fighters for the
freedom of the
country, and also
on the demise of
Professor Manindra Mohon
Chakraborty, a life long associate
of AICMED, and an eminent
educationist.

Prof. B.B. Mohanty presented
a paper on ‘Adult & Continuing
Education in Orissa’. Another
paper “Present scenario of adult
education movement in West
Bengal and the tasks ahead” was
presented by Shri Shakti Mondal.
Several delegates participated in
the discussion on the two papers.
At the end of the session, the
members of the presidium also
offered their comments. It
appeared from the discussions
and the comments that a lot of
scope for bridging the gap
between ‘ what is’ and ‘what
should be' in the literacy scenario
of West Bengal and Orissa is still

there. Good number of
delegates took part in the
discussion.

A cultural programme was
arranged at 18.30 hrs. by Balason
Society for Improved
Environment. Professionals and
interested delegates from
different districts of West Bengal
and Orissa also participated to
present their respective items. It

was really a beautiful event after
a hectic day.

On 3 December 2006, the
first session started at 10.00 am.
The chief guest was Sri Anwarul
Haque, state minister of public
health and engineering,
Government of West Bengal.
Smt. Mani Thapa, Sabhadhipati,
Siliguri Mahakuma Parishad,
chaired it. Sri Tarini Ray, Hon'ble
MP, Rajya Sahbha, Prof. Raghu
Nath Ghosh, Dean, Arts,
Commerce & Law, University of
North Bengal, Prof. Tapas Kumar
Chattopadhyay, Registrar,
University of North Bengal, Smt.
Jyotsna Rai Singha,
Sabhadhipati, Uttar Dinazpur
Zilaparishad, Prof. Ashok
Bhattacharya, Head Department
of Adult Continuing Education &

Extension were on the Dias. The
following issues were discussed
during this session: 1) Gender and
Women’s Empowerment and Adult
Education; 2) Human Rights and
Health Issues and Adult Education;
3) Voluntary Action; 4) Continuing
Education and Skill Development;
5) Policy Advoecacy on
Transformative Adult Learning; 6)
Learning Environment and
Opportunities; and 7) Management
and Financing of Adult Education.
Prof. Ashok Bhattacharya
presented the key note address.
Dr. Sadananda Mishra, a lecturer
on education from Orissa also
presented a paper on ‘Male-Ego:
The Serious Bottleneck in Women
Education and Empowerment’.
The Rapporteur, Prof. Sumit
Mukhopadhyay summed up the
discussions of the session. He
indicated that Women
Empowerment was a process of
gaining awareness and ability to
acquire knowledge and skills from
a position of strength and felt that
literacy has a major role to play in
this regard. Besides, he outlined
policies that emerged from the
discussion. The policies are: 1)
Combination and Coordination
needed between Govt., Universities
and NGOs, among the NGOs and
within the NGOs. 2) Well
Coordinated action plans to be
taken in a time bound manner to
improve both the cost
effectiveness and sustainability. 3)
A training center for the field
workers is needed to improve their
perception and efficiency. 4) More
case studies are needed not only
to understand the effectiveness of
a project in a particular area, but
also to realize the social dynamics
of the grass root level, etc. 7
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FORTHCOMING PUBLICATION

NEW COMPANION TO ADULT EDUCATORS

ABOUT THE BOOK

New Companion to Adult Educators is a modified, enlarged

and updated edition of my previous book — ‘Companion to
Adult Educators’, which was released by late Shri K. R.
Narayanan, the then President of India at the Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi on the International Literacy Day (ILD)
- 8" September, 1999. The book deals with all aspects of
adult education, extension and lifelong education and its
various extensions. It presents a comprehensive and
systematic account of adult education and lifelong
education activities/programmes/movements in India. The
volume also draws upon adult and lifelong education
experiences in a number of foreign countries. Alongwith
an investigation of theoretical aspects of adult education,
it incorporates guidance and useful suggestions for
officials and functionaries involved in the management of
adult and lifelong education programmes at all levels.

This volume can thus prove to be an indispensable tool
for all adult education activists, academics, practitioners,
policy-makers, planners, etc. This book will be equally
useful for students of adult education, extension and
lifelong education in universities and institutes of higher
education.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Madan Singh, M.S.W., PhD, Former Director, State
Resource Centre, Uttar Pradesh and currently the General
Secretary, Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi, is
a well-known academic. He has been serving in the field of
adult education, extension and lifelong education for last 42
years. He has studied adult
education and non-formal education
systems including lifelong
education in several foreign
countries-Thailand, U.K., Indonesia,
Singapore, Nepal, France and
Portugal.

Having devoted his entire career to
the service of adult education,
extension and lifelong education, he
has several publications to his credit-Saksharta Shikshakon
Evam Prashikshakon Ke Liye Nirdeshan Pustika (1968), Role
of Universities in Promoting Adult Education in Urban
Settings (1968), Samudayik Kalyan Ke Liye Shaikshik
Sansthaon Ka Upyog (1969), Shiksha Ka Swaroop (1972),
Anudeshak Salahkar (1987, 1991), Kathputli Nirman Evam
Sanchalan Sandarshika (1990), Praudh Shiksha Salahakar
(1983, 1985, 1990. 1992, 1998, 2001), AIDS Series (1995), Adult
Education and Modernisation (1996), Praudh Shiksha : Itihas
Aur Andolan (1998), Companion to Aduit Educators (1999),
Adult Education in 21% Century (2001) and New Companion

to Adult Educators (2007).

BY DR. MADAN SINGH

ORDER FORM

Please rush your order to:-

The Administrative Officer

Indian Adult Education Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-110002

Tel.: 011-23378436, 23379282, 23379306

Fax.: 011-23378206

Email- iaea@vsnl.com
dc_iaea@yahoo.co.in

Website: www.iaea-india.org

Please send
through  Registered Parcel for

‘New Companion to Adult Educators’ by
Dr. Madan Singh.

copy(ies)

Name
Full Address

Pin Code
Phone No.

| enclose herewith a Bank Draft
No.
forRs./US$* in
favour of Indian Adult Education
Association, payable at New Delhi.

Dated

Signature

* @ Rs. 500 (Rupees Five Hundred) or 20$
(Twenty US Dollars) per copy.

Orders for the book are solicited in the
ORDER FORM
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NSSO survey links income with education

According to the survey, for
families earning more than Rs
2,540 per month, the attendance
rate in educational institutions is
as high as 68 per cent and the
literacy rate is 98 per cent.
However, for families earning less
than Rs 235 per month, the
attendance rate falls below 43 per
cent and the literacy rate is just
53 per cent.

The national attendance rate
is 50 per cent — that is the
number of people in the 5-29 age
group who attend educational
institutions. Those wha do not
attend these institutes include the
ones who have some education
but have since dropped out.

The National Sample Survey
Organisation’s  Status of
Educational and Vocational
Training in India has found that
attendance is higher in lower age
groups and falls dramatically as
children. reach the ‘age of
supplementing family income.
From an attendance rate of 821

out of 1,000 children in the age
group of 5-14, the number falls to
114 in the 20-24 age group, which
means that only 11.4 per cent
students reach higher education
institutions.

Those who do not attend
educational institutions have given
various reasons for it but a
common refrain is “to supplement
family income” — about 55 per
cent of such people cite this as
the main reason for their not
attending school or college.

For women, the reason is
different. Some 30 per cent girls
say that they have left school
because they are needed at home
for “domestic chores”. Interestingly,
the percentage of such girls is
higher in urban areas than in rural
areas. In rural areas, 17 per cent
of people feel that it is not
necessary to educate girls.

The study also speaks of poor
skills among Indians. It says only two
per cent of people above the age of
15 have technical qualification.

IGNOU to give
training to Uttaranchal
teachers

A memorandum of
understanding (MoU) was signed
between Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU) and the
Uttaranchal Government on
Saturday in presence of
Uttaranchal Chief Minister ND
Tiwari and Vice Chancellor of
IGNOU professor VN
Rajshekharan Pillai. Under it, in-
service training programme on the
distant mode will be conducted to
51,700 teachers and principals of
the State.

Speaking on the occasion
Chief Minister said that concrete
steps had been taken to
streamline education system of
the State. For the purpose of
providing employment-oriented
education, he said, more than
10,000 schools were provided
computers. CBSE pattern had
been adopted and e-learning had
been promoted in the State, he
added. 0

institutes

REASONS FOR NON-ATTENDANCE

80% Attendance rate in Himachal Pradesh, highest in the country
42% Attendance rate in Orrisa, lowest in country

hﬁifty percent of people in the age group of 5-29 attend educational institutes. A look at education trends in India give an
idea of education, vocational training and literacy in India.

53% males and 46% females in 5-29 age group do not attend educational | LITERACY RATES
| 64% is literacy rate in 2004-05

55% Rural areas
75% Urban areas
| 64% Rural males

Among males, 55% say it is because they have to supplement household
income. For 30% females, the reason is domestic chores
VOCATIONAL TRAINING

2% have received formal vocational training (15-29 age group)

8% have received non-formal vocational training

2% Indians have technical degrees, diplomas or certificates.
1% in rural India and 5% in urban India

| ©3% students go to government institutions

17% to private unaided institutes

6% to local body institutes

FAVOURITE in vocational training, computer trades is the field most in
demand with 31% going for it

45% Rural females
81% Urban males
I 69% Urban females
26% of rural households and 8% urban households do not have
Ty ! a single member aged 15 and above who can read or wrile
50% rural homes and 20% urban homes do not have a single
| literate woman member aged 15 and above
| STATE-WISE Kerala has the lowest percentage (3%) of households
with no literate member above 15 years; Bihar has the highest
(38%). In urban areas, the percentage is lowest in Kerala and

| highest in Rajasthan (16%). followed by Bihar (15%) and West
I Bengal (14%)

i | 0
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Higher education should reach all

The National Knowledge
Commission (NKC) may have
stated the obvious when it
observed that higher education
opportunities in the country were
nowhere near adequate. It has
backed it up with an important
number — India will need at least
1,500 universities to achieve a
gross enrolment ratio of at least
15 per cent by 2015. The
magnitude of the task ahead is
clear when we note that as of today,
we just have about 350
universities. China has initiated
setting up of 1,250 universities
during the last three years. A lot
more is happening there beyond
the numbers. The Chinese know
well that merely reproducing
technology developed elsewhere is
not enough. There is increasing
stress on innovation and the
development of new breakthroughs.

If something similar has to be
done in India, top-quality higher
€ducation, with a wide

geographical spread and a healthy
- Subject range, will be critical. The
10 per cent growth now being
talked about should not make us

———

smug  with regard to
fundamentals — whether it is
sound policy, solid infrastructure
or education. The NKC has made
some practical suggestions about
collating existing college clusters
into a university. While these
should be explored, a key
observation is regarding the size
of  universities. Smaller
universities that can be managed
better and do more focused work
are needed. 3

The standards of existing
universities, too, need to be
augmented. Ultimately, attitudes
need to change. Universities
should be dedicated to higher
learning. They should not become
fiefdoms of politicians. There
should be zero political
interference in their functioning.
Practices such as appointing IAS
officers as vice-chancellors
should end. The various
recommendations of the Lyngdoh
commission should be
implemented as well. NKC
members have noted on earlier
occasions that privatisation of
higher education need not mean

f Doctorate degree ,
awarded

T. Venkatesh (Programme
Associate, Research Unit, State
Resource Centre — Karnataka,
Mysore) life member of .A.E.A.
from Karnataka is awarded the
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy
(Ph.D.,) in Kannada by
University of Mysore, under the
guidance of Dr. R.V.S.
Sundaram, Professor and
Director, Prasaranga, University
of Mysore.

The Topic of thesis is “A
Study on Neo-literate Literature
in Kannada”. The thesis has
covered comprehensive literacy
survey of Neo-literate literature
in Kannada language in 20"
Century.

\ J
commercialisation. Some of the
world's best centres of learning
are private. There is no reason
why businessmen in India cannot
set up such centres of academic
excellence in the country. 0

We must accept finite disappointment,
but we must never lose infinite hope.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Report of the regional seminar on Adult and Continuing Education
organised by the IAEA, Kerala State Branch

Continuing Education Programme needs strengthening

The Kerala state branch of the Indian Adult Education Association organized a regional seminar on 9" Dec. 2006
in collaboration with Mar Theophulus Training College at Trivandrum.

The one day programme was inaugurated by Dr. G. Balamohan Thampi, former Vice Chancellor, University of
Kerala. In his inaugural address, he stressed the need for strengthening the infrastructure and facilities for effective
organization of the Continuing Education programme in the State. Sr. Karunya, Principal of the College welcomed the
guests, participants and the delegates.

Dr. K. Sivadasan Pillai, Chairman, IAEA, Kerala delivered the presidential address in which he focused on
development of political will to strengthen the Continuing Education Programme in India. Prof. A.M. Thampi, Prof.
Jacob Mathew, (Principal, Govt. College of Teacher Education, Trivandrum) Mr. Gopakumar, Director, State Literacy
Mission, also addressed the delegates.

The key note paper of the seminar was presented by Dr. V. Reghu, senior faculty of Adult & Continuing Education,
of Kerala University. After the presentation and discussion on the key note the participants were divided into four groups
for presentation and further discussion of papers. Fifty papers were presented for discussion in four sessions. The
papers covered, Adult Education, Continuing Education, Case studies of successful CECs, Problems and possibilities
of CEP, Non-formal Education, Materials and Methods in CE etc. A compendium of abstract of the papers were also
published by the IAEA, Kerala.

Dr. Vijayakumari, Dr. Fr George Prof. Chandrasekharan Nair, Prof. A.M. Thampi and Dr. Benedict presided over the
seminar sessions. Dr. C. Narayana Pillai, Dr. V. Padmanabhan, Dr. Kerala Sreemathi, Dr. Syamakumari, Dr. N.B.
Sureshkumar and Mr. K. Ayyappan Nair, were the co-chairpersons.

The Major recommendations of the Seminar were the following.

1. A state/national level policy on continuing education may be declared by the State/Central Government.

2. The available infrastructural facilities of Formal Education may be used for Continuing education in the country.

3. Panchayathi Raj institutions may take positive steps to develop Continuing education programme in their
concerned areas.

4. Resources for the systematic implementation of the programme in the country are to be scientifically streamlined
in collaboration with GOs, NGOs, Universities, Public sector institutions, Financial Institutions, Cooperatives
Women Initiatives, and other development Institutions. If needed a tax/cess can also be introduced in
consultation with the authorities for mobilizing resources for the programme.

5. Monitoring and evaluation of the on going programmes in the country are to be further modified in consultation
with SLMA/NLMA/SRCs. Remedial actions are to be taken based on the evaluation reports/studies etc.

8. Innovative/need based training programmes are to be developed in consultation with concerried training institutions
of Adult and Continuing Education.

7. Resource Teams/Taskforces are to be constituted for the effective implementation of programme at different
levels.

8. Students/Teachers/Educational Institutions participating in the Nation Building activity through Adult & Continuing
Education may be recognized through proper incentives.

9. A clearing house concept and system needs to be developed for the Continuing Education Programme in the
country.

The seminar was attended by different agencies/groups like State Literacy Mission, State Resource Centre, Kerala,

Calieut, Kannur Universities, GOs, NGOs, Womens groups, Teachers, Students, Functionaries of Continuing Education
and social activists. The valedictory address was delivered by Dr. B. Vijayakumar of the University of Kerala. 0
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'Introduce English from Class I

This Will Help Transform India Into A
Knowledge Society, Says Sam Pitroda

Coming to the aid of lakhs of
children who are deprived of
studying English in schools, the
Prime Minister-appointed National
Knowledge Commission (NKC)
has recommended teaching of
English as compulsory subject
along with regional language/
mother-tongue from Class | across
the country.

Commission chairman Sam
Pitroda has told Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh that though
English has been part of Indian
education system for more than a
Century, the language is beyond
the reach of most
youngsters,which makes for
unequal access.

“Knowledge Commission
believes that the time has come
for our people to teach English as
a language in schools. And we are
convinced that action in this
Sphere, starting now, would help
us build an inclusive society, and
transform India into a knowledge
Society.

In just 12 years, it would
provide our school leavers with far
Mmore equal access to higher
education and 3-5 years thereafter,
Mmuch more equal access to
employment opportunities,”
Pitroda has said.

Pointing out that only nine of
the 28 states and three Union
territories in the country have

[——

introduced English as a
compulsory subject from Class |,
the commission has expressed
concern over the implementation
of the subject. “Quality of English-
language teaching is not good
enough. The support systems
such as number of teachers or
materials for teaching are neither
adequate nor appropriate,” it has
noted.

The commission feels English
is not meant to be a standalone,
add-on subject, but should be
integrated into the school
curriculum. “English should also
be used to teach some non-
language, content subjects,
starting from Class Ill in schools,”
it has said.

To maintain certain standards,
NKC has suggested setting up of
an expert group to develop
pedagogically sound English
textbooks from Class | to Xlli.
Another significant
recommendation is the setting up
of knowledge clubs in schools “to
discuss and disseminate
knowledge as well as extend use
of English outside the classroom”.

To create language learning
opportunities outside the
classroom, the commission wants
use of bilingual radio and TV
channels which could be used for
formal and informal teaching and
learning of English. 0

(" 55% All India Adult )
Education
Conference
Mount Abu,
Rajasthan

Indian Adult Education
Association in joint collaboration
with Prajapita Brahma Kumaris
Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya, Abu
Road (Rajasthan) will be
organising 55" All India Adult
Education Conference at
Shantivan Campus, Talheti, Abu
Road (Rajasthan) from February
21-23, 2007. The theme of the
Conference is “Women
Education and Development”.
The lodging arrangements will be
made in the hostels of Prajapita
Brahma Kumaris Ishwariya
Vishwa Vidyalaya.

Delegation fee of Rs. 250/-
and subsidized boarding and
lodging charges of Rs. 500/- i.e.
a total of Rs. 750/- is required
to be sent to the General
Secretary, Indian Adult Education
Association, 17-B, |.P. Estate,
New Delhi through Bank Draft in
favour of “Indian Adult Education
Association” payable at New
Dielhi.

Delegates may kindly ensure
their return reservation from their
starting stations well in advance
as it will be difficult to make
reservation on arrival at Abu

Rpad.
o Ly

their world.

Education either functions as an instrument which is used to facilitate the integration of gemerations into the logic
of the present system and bring about conformity to it, or it becomes ‘the practice of freedom', the means by which
men and women deal critically and creatively with reality and discover how to participate in the transformation of
®aulo Freire, Pedagogy of the Oppressed

b S
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The Education Commission of
1964-66, popularly known as the
Kothari Commission, stressed that
egalitarian and development goals
in the country can best be achieved
through education. It was envisaged
that the national system of
education would provide education
to all students of comparable quality
irrespective of caste, creed, location
or sex. It was proposed that the
government will initiate appropriately
funded programmes and take
effective measures towards the
common school system. The
purpose was to integrate the
education system with socio-
economic fransformation and make
it a vehicle of economic
development. The task looked
colossal needing a large quantity of
financial resources.
In view of the crucial importance of
quality and common education, the
National Education Policy 1968
emphasised that education will be
treated as a crucial area of
investment for national development
and survival. It fixed the target that
6 per cent of national income be
spent on education as early as
possible. The “as early as possible”
was not achieved till the mid-1980s.
The National Policy on Education
1986 published by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development,
Government of India, declared that
“Since the actual level of investment
has remained far short of that target,
it is important that greater
determination be shown now to find
funds for the programmes laid down
in this policy.” Again a target was
fixed that from the Eighth Five Year
Plan (1992-97) onwards expenditure
on education will uniformaly exceed
6 per cent of national income. But

Financing of education
Four decades of neglect

no attention in the country was
paid in any serious way to find
ways and means to finance
expansion and ensure common
and quality education in the country.
Even the Ninth Five Year Plan
period was over by 31st March
2002 and spending on education
remained close to 3 per cent of
national income. Again with the
formation of the UPA government
in 2004 when the Common
Minimum Programme was
prepared the magic figure of 6 per
cent of national income to be spent
on education was fixed as a target.
The half of the term of the UPA
government has already been
completed and the <country
continues to spend around 3 per
cent of the national income on
education. After four decades of
the commitment, repeated many
times later on at the national level,
to spend 6 per cent of the national
income on education there seems
to be no desire on the part of
governments to treat education as
a crucial area of investment for
national development.

The experience of advanced
countries reveals that even when
per capita income is very high, the
burden of education cannot be
shifted to private sources and
parents of students. The education
is' treated as a merit good as it
creates a large number of
externalities for society as a whole.
Contrary to the experience of the
developed countries and national
commitment, a serious resource
crunch has been imposed on public
funded institutions in the era of
liberalisation. These institutions are
not in a position to upgrade the
infrastructure and improve the

quality of education through proper
monitoring of the system. Those
institutions which take initiatives to
upgrade and modernise, resort to a
very high fee which makes education
out of the reach of common
students.
In fact, the lack of resources in public
funded institutions and the decline
in monitoring and inspection
mechanism have led to a decline in
the quality of education especially at
the school level and promoted a dual
schooling system. It is in these
institutions that fee and charges are
low and reservation policy in
admissions and employment is
followed. The decline in the guality
of education in government schools
and aided private schools
accompanied by a liberal policy of
recognition of unaided private
schools by state education boards
and the CBSE have resulted in the
mushrooming of such schools
where high fees are charged on
commercial lines.
These are the schools where family
members of the owners daily visit
to supervise the imparting of
education. These schools perform
better in terms of quality of education
and show a high pass percentage
in board examinations. Very few
students from poor and weaker
sections are found in such schools.
These have become schools for the
children of haves and havenots have
no access to them.
With the withdrawal of children of
rich parents, the government
schoois and aided private schools
have become victims of apathy of
governments, especially through
political interference in transfers and
postings, bureaucratic neglect of the
contd. on next pg.
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Gujarat State Branch

INDIA-INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LAW AND LEGAL LITERACY
GOES TO MASSES

The conference was organized
during 24" and 25" September,
2006 at GCERT Conference Hall,
Gandhinagar, with the collaboration
of Indian Adult Education
Association of India and International
Association of Educators for World
peace. Dr. Prof. Nanubhai Joshi
Vice President IAEA of India was
the Chairman of the conference and
Mrs. Bina Joshi LM, IAEA of India
was the Organising Secretary of the
Conference.

The conference was inaugurated
by Law Minister of Government of
Gujarat, Shri Ashok Bhatt. The High
Court Judge and Legal Services
Authority Shri B.J. Shethna was the
Guest Speaker.

The International President of
IAEWP Hon. Shri Charles Mercieca

was the Special Hon. Guest of
the Event. The Asia Chairman
. Shri Dr. Priyranjan Trivedi, Dr.
Leo Rebello and Mrs. Sushila
Chaursia were the Guest of
Honour.

The Validation Function was
followed in the presence of Union
Minister Hon. Shri Shankersinh
Waghela and Hon. Speaker Prof.
Mangalbhai Patel.

About ten district and session
judges, twelve district and
welfare officers, district adult
education officers, sixty sr. police
officers and office bearers of
various NGOs healthily
participated on the subject.

The main thrust was legal
literacy and law goes to masses.

0

N

\
International Literacy Day
Celebration

The Information Department
of Government of Gujarat and
Indian Adult Education
Association of India celebrated
International Literacy Day on 8"
September 2006 in Tribal Area
i.e. at Vijaynagar, Sabarkantha
District, with about 500 Tribal
people...

Dr. Prof. Nanubhai Joshi,
Vice President IAEA of India
delivered an Enthusiastic
speech as the Guest Speaker
Mr. K.M. Damor, Secretary of
Press Academy, Government of
Gujarat was the Chief Guest of

the function.
& i

contn. from prev. pg.

infrastructure and non-performance of
non-supervised teachers.

It is not surprising that the majority of
schools in Punjab do not have regular
headmasters and principals. These
schools have become schools for the
havenots which are characterised by
lack of infrastructure, inadequate
teachers and lack of teaching
material, and show poor quality of
teaching and a very low pass
percentage in board examinations. It
is in these schools that dropout rates
are very high. But these are the
schools where majority (nearly 75 per
cent) of the students get education.
As a result, among those who are
enrolled at the primary level hardly 7-
8 per cent enter higher education.
The divide created by commercial
schools for the haves and

—

government and aided private
schools for the havenots is crudely
reflected in the rural urban divide
as most of the schools in the
former category are located in the
urban areas. A recent study (2006)
by Punjabi University, Patiala, has
brought out that only 4.13 per cent
students in the university
campuses in Punjab are from the
rural areas where 66 per cent of
the total population resides. The
growing divide in both rural-urban
and have-havenots is producing an
unbalanced society. This is
happening against the declared
objectives of the education policy
of 1968 and 1986 to have a
common school system. At the
same time, a large majority of
students are forced to seek poor
quality of education and dropout
quite early.

The national target to achieve a 15
per cent enrolment ratio at the
higher level by 2015 seems to be
a distant dream. The National
Knowledge Commission (NKC)
has proposed opening up of 1500
universities in the country during
the next five years (up to 2012) out
of which 50 would be national
universities. This would require a
provision of massive financial
resources. If the country is to take
advantage of its young population,
the high investment in education is
the only option. The
recommendations of the NKC
must be taken as a wakeup call to
make a provision for adequate
national resources for education
and for the redemption of the
national commitment made in this
regard four decades earlier. =
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FORTHCOMING PUBLICATION
NEW COMPANION TO ADULT EDUCATORS

BY DR. MADAN SINGH

BOOK REVIEW
New Companion to Adult Educators is a modified, enlarged
and updated edition of his previous book — ‘Companion to
Adult Educators’, which was released by late Shri K. R.
Narayanan, the then President of India at the Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi on the International Literacy Day (ILD) - 8"
September, 1999. The book deals with all aspects of adult
education, extension and lifelong education and its various
extensions. It presents a comprehensive and systematic
account of adult education and lifelong education activities/
programmes/movements in India. The volume also draws upon
adult and lifelong education experiences in a number of foreign

countries. Alongwith an investigation of theoretical aspects of -

adult education, it incorporates guidance and useful
suggestions for officials and functionaries involved in the
management of adult and lifelong education programmes at
all levels.

This volume is an indispensable tool for all adult education
activists, academics, practitioners, policy-makers, planners,
etc. This book will be equally useful for students of adult
education, extension and lifelong education in universities

= and institutes of higher education.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dr. Madan Singh, M.S.W., PhD, Former Director,
State Resource Centre, Uttar Pradesh and
currently the General Secretary, Indian Adult
Education Association, New Delhi, is a well-
known academic. He has been serving in the
field of adult education, extension and lifelong
education for last 42 years. He has studied adult education
and non-formal education systems including lifelong education
in several countries-Thailand, U.K., Indonesia, Singapore,
Nepal, France and Portugal.

Having devoted his entire career to the service of adult
education, extension and lifelong education, he has several
publications to his credit-Saksharta Shikshakon Evam
Prashikshakon Ke Liye Nirdeshan Pustika (1968), Role of
Universities in Promoting Adult Education in Urban Settings
(1968), Samudayik Kalyan Ke Liye Shaikshik Sansthaon Ka
Upyog (1969), Shiksha Ka Swaroop (1972), Anudeshak
Salahkar (1987, 1991), Kathputli Nirman Evam Sanchalan
Sandarshika (1990), Praudh Shiksha Salahakar (1983, 1985,
1990. 1992, 1998, 2001), AIDS Series (1995), Adult Education
and Modernisation (1996), Praudh Shiksha : Itihas Aur Andolan
(1998), Companion to Adult Educators (1999), Adult Education
in 21% Century (2001) and New Companion to Adult Educators

(2007).

ORDER FORM

Please rush your order to:-

The Administrative Officer

Indian Adult Education Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-110002

Tel.: 011-23378436, 23379282, 23379306

Fax.: 011-23378206

Email- iaea@vsnl.com
dc_iaea@yahoo.co.in

Website: www.iaea-india.org

Please send copy(ies)
through  Registered Parcel for

‘New Companion to Adult Educators’ by

Dr. Madan Singh.

Name
Full Address

Pin Code
Phone No.

I enclose herewith @ Bank Draft
No.
forRs./US $* in
favour of Indian Adult Education
Association, payable at New Delhi.

Dated

Signature

" @ Rs. 500 (Rupees Five Hundred) or 20$
(Twenty US Dollars) per copy.

Orders for the book are solicited in the ORDER FORM
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R.N. No. 53577/91

Congress ‘adopts’ NDA’s SSA scheme.
To Be Named Rashtriya Shiksha Abhiyan

Congress has moved to put
its own political imprint on a
flagship scheme — Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan. SSA is now
likely to be called ‘Rashtriya
Shiksha Abhiyan'.

Though it may appear to be a
mere change of nomenclature,
the shift from SSA to RSA betrays

a political move for the authorship
of a widely acclaimed scheme on
improving the standard of and
facilities for basic education.

Many may also see the move
as part of the ‘detoxification drive’
run by HRD minister Arjun Singh
when he kicked off his innings at
the helm by cleansing the
education syllabi and institutions
of the saffron legacy.

SSA has gone on to embrace
the vast swathe of the country on

account of state intervention to enrol
poor children in schools from the
basic level.

This year, officials say, SSA
acquired a truly national character
with Goa, too, joining in. The
interesting dimension to authorship
claim lies in the fact that the proposed
name would bring it in tune with
‘Rashtriya’ flagship schemes
identified with UPA like Rashtriya
Rozgar Yojana . Also, SSA would
come to an end in three years,
around the time when Lok Sabha
elections are next due. What may
have also pushed the Centre’s move
for a change of name is that states
were appropriating SSA while listing
their achievements though it is an
overwhelmingly Central programme
with New Delhi contributing 75% of

the funds.

UPA government has done its
bit ever since the country started
paying 2% cess to fund SSA in
2001. In 2006-07, the SSA budget
was raised to Rs 11,000 crore from
the previous year's Rs 7,200 crore.

The programme aims to achieve
100% enrolment of children between
6 and 14 years, with the govemment
providing money for almost
everything — infrastructure to
reading material. While the mid-day
meal is part of it, it is funded
separately. As many as 11 lakh
schools are part of SSA.

Centre bears the bulk of funding,
giving 75% of the share while each
state contributes the remaining
25%. The North-East has the
Centre-state funding pattern of
90:10. a0
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Conference on

Women Education and Development

The 55M All India Adult Education
Conference on, “Women Education
and Development”, was held during
Feb. 21-23, 2007 at Prajapita
Brahma Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa
Vidyalaya, Shantivan Campus,
Talheti, Abu Road, Rajasthan. It was
organised by Indian Adult Education
Association (IAEA) and International
Institute of Adult and Lifelong
Education (IIALE) in collaboration
with National Commission for
Women, New Delhi. Dr. Ajay
Kumar's paper on the theme of the
Conference formed the working
paper for initiating the discussion.
The deliberations were guided by
eminent adult educators and
educationists. Technical sessions,
group discussions and plenary
sessions were, organised as part
of the conference. A report of each
days deliberations was presented
to the delegates the next morning
through Daily News Bulletin.

The Inaugural session of the
conference started at 10.30 a.m. on
21% February, 2007. The Chief
Guest was Hon'ble Raj Yogini B.K.
Mohini, Director, Central & South

America and Brazil, B.Ks.  Prof.
K.C. Choudhary, President, Indian

—

Organised by IAEA

Adult Education Association and
Chancellor International Institute of
Adult and Lifelong Education, New
Delhi presided over the function.
Hon’ble B.K. Mruthyunjaya Bhai,

T i et

Inaugural Session

Executive Secretary B.K.s and
Vice Chairperson, Education
Wing. Prof. K.S. Pillai, Prof.
Surendra Sirgh, Prof. N.N. Joshi,
Ms. Rajshree Biswas, Prof. Arun
Misra, Dr. Madan Singh and Shri
N.C. Pant were also on the Dais.
Bougquets were presented o the
Chief Guest Raj Yogini B.K.
Mohini, B.K. Mruthyunjaya Bhai,

Prof. K.C. Choudhary, Prof. K.S.
Pillai, Prof. Surendra Singh, Prof.
N.N. Joshi, Ms. Rajsri Biswas, Prof.
Arun Misra, Dr. Madan Singh and
Shri N.C. Pant. Hon’ble B.K.

s

Mruthyunjaya Bhai welcomed the
President, Vice Presidents,
General Secretary. other office
bearers, members of the Executive
Committee of IAEA and other
delegates to the conference. In
his welcome address, he described
the activities of the spiritual
university (Ishwariya Vishwa

contd.on pg. 3
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Women unhappy over actual allocations
Setting up of jender budgeting cells hailed as ‘a positive sign’

Women’'s groups have
expressed happiness over the
growing awareness of gender
sensitivities in  budgetary
allocations, though they have
expressed disappointment over the
actual aliocations.

Responding to the Union
budget, tabled in Parliament |,
women's groups have said while
it was a positive sign that 50
ministries and departments had
set up gender budgeting cells and
Income Tax exemption was higher
for women, the outlay for women
specific programmes was just Rs.
8,795 crore — just about .01
percent of the total budget.

For schemes where at least
30 percent is for women specific
programmes, the outlay is Rs.
22,382 crore which is a small sum.

As far as education goes there
is no specific focus on the girl
rhild under the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, a joint statement issued
here said.

“Even after putting so much
emphasis on SSA in the
subsequent budgets, there has not
been much progress in terms of
girl child education. There was a
need to have special allocation for
girls,” according to Ranjana
Kumari, director of the Centre for
Social Research and president
WomenPowerConnect.

Women's group feel that the
Government should make a
sincere effort to control price rise
as it was affecting household
economies adversely.

“The plan to insure the heads
of the household is ambiguous and

women are likely to be left out in
the rural areas as they are neither
considered as heads of the
household nor as earning
members even when they are

» Price rise affecting household
economies

* Not much progress in girl child
education

engaged in gainful economic
activities,” she said.
Equity concerns

The All-India Democratic
Women's Association (AIDWA)
has noted with disappointment that
the budget had failed to make use
of the much-flaunted 9.2 percent
growth rate to address equity
concerns. This is in spite of the
fact that the Finance Minister
accepted in the speech that “our

~ human and gender development

indices are low.” No attempt has
been made to allocate sufficient
resources for the development of
the poor and the marginalized
sections, particularly women, a
statement issued here said.

He has also failed to generate
additional resources and shift the
expenditure thrust in favour of
marginalized sections, especially
women. Issues of livelihood
security and food security have
been dealt with in a manner which
indicates mere tokenism of the
government, the statement added.

The absence of significant
allocation for strengthening the
public distribution system (PDS)
which is the most essential

component of food security, is
another serious weakness of the
budget.

The increase in the proposed
outlay on food subsidy is only 6.2
percent in spite of the inflationary
pressure on prices and no attempt
is made to resort to a universal
PDS since the targeted PDS has
a limited reach, AIDWA has said.

Also, the budget has not
allocated, sufficient resources to
deal with the unprecedented
agrarian crisis which is reflected
in rising unemployment and lack
of any alternative livelihood
options, the statement said.

Similar sentiments have been
expressed by the National
Federation of Indian Women
(NFIW) that said the general
budget did not address the
concerns of women and children
adequately. “The allocation for the
Integrated Child Development
Scheme and anganwadi is
meager despite the fact that the
Prime Minister has expressed
concern over this issue.

There is no corresponding
affirmative action in the form of
budgetary allocation and no
mention of pre-school education,”
a statement issued by NFIW said.
Gender budgeting

On gender budgeting, the
allocation for “women specific
programme” and ‘“women
component” in the general
budgeting of different ministries is
very marginal.

There is no mention on the
monitoring of gender budgeting, it

said, 3
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Conference on Women...

Vidyalaya) and said that the
missing dimension of spiritual
education with divine values needs
to form part of the activities of all
the educational institutions in the
country to make the society crime
free and vice free. The lamp was
lighted by all the dignitaries on the
Dais. The session started with an
invocation song by Madhur Vani
Group of B.K.s. Dr. L. Raja on

behalf of IAEA welcomed the Chief
Guest Raj Yogini B.K. Mohini, B.K.
Mruthyunjaya Bhai, participants
from all parts of the country,
brothers and sisters (Brahma
Kumaris) of Ishwariaya Vishwa
Vidyalaya. Dr. V. Reghu read out
messages received from his
Excellency Sh. Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat- Vice President of India,
Union Railway Minister Shri Lalu
Prasad Yadav and Health Minister
Dr. Ambumoni Ramadoss for the
success of the conference. Shri
S.S. Nandwana read out the
message of Prof. Bhawani Shankar
Garg, Chancellor Janardhan Rai

Nagar Rajasthan Vidyapeeth
(Deemed) University, Udaipur.

The conference was
inaugurated by Raj Yogini B.K.
Mohini. Prof. K.C. Choudhary
delivered the presidential address.
Dr. Madan Singh proposed a vote
of thanks.

The introductory session was
presided over by Prof. Surendra
Singh and Prof. Arun Misra. It was
compered by Sh. N.C. Pant. Dr.

Ajay Kumar, Associate Professor,

Group of AE, JNU, New Delhi
presented the background paper
of the conference. During the
course of the conference three
technical sessions were held. Over
30 papers prepared by the

delegates to the conference were

presented in these sessions.
These sessions were presided over
by Prof. N.N. Joshi, Ms. Rajshree
Biswas, Vice Presidents, IAEA and
‘Prof. B.B. Mohanty, International
Consultant. Conducting of these
sessions was coordinated by Sh.
Prem Chand, Consultant, IAEA.

After the presentation of
papers, the delegates were divided

Your ability to recognize the specialities of others makes you a

natural leader.

into five groups to hold discussions

of each of the following topics and

to come up with their suggestions

and recommendations. The group

formation was as under: -

1 Women Education, Gender
Equality and Empowerment

2 Women and Health Chairman

3 Social Status of Women

4. Economic Development and
Women

5 Women and Legal Provisions
The group reports were

presented in a plenary session

" which was presided over by Prof.

S.K. Kejariwal.

The Valedictory session started
with Saraswati Vandana. Prof.
Surendra Singh was the Chief
Guest. He delivered the
valedictory address. Prof. K.C.
Choudhary presided over the
function and delivered the
presidential address. B.K.
Mruthyunjaya Bhai and B.K.
Karuna Bhai of P.B.K. institution
were presented Shauls on behalf
of Dakshin Hindi Prachar Sabha.
Declaration of the conference was
presented by Prof. B.B. Mohanty.
Dr. Madan Singh presented a vote
of thanks to the Chief Guest and
other dignitaries on the dias. He
also thanked all the delegates,
P.B.K. Vishwa Vidyalaya, National
Commission for Women, IIALE,
Universities, JSSs and other
institutions for facilitating the
organisation of this workshop.

The conference reviewed the
existing situation made several
recommendations and suggestions
for -the development and
empowerment of women in respect
of education health, social,
economic and legal aspects of life
in the country.

0
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Firm foundation being laid for education
The Karnataka Government has given a huge thrust to primary and secondary education

The fallout of the State
Government’s  decision to
derecognise those English medium
schools that were in violation of the
State’s language policy hogged
media headlines in the past few
months.

It also, perhaps, diverted
attention from the positive steps
taken by the present Government
in strengthening and extending
primary and secondary education.

The year that the present
coalition Government has been in
power has seen a huge thrust given
to primary and secondary
education with a higher budgetary
allocation, appointment of teachers,
improvement of infrastructure and
other measures for existing
schoals, besides starting new
schools. This is in recognition of
the need to give a firm foundation
for education at the primary level
by ensuring both easy access and
quality.

A Sum of Rs. 742 crore was
allocated for education this year
under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
scheme. While the allocation last
year was Rs. 435 crore, this year
has seen a huge leap of 41 percent
in allocation.

As many as 716 new primary
schools were started this year in
the State. Besides, 341 lower
primary schools were upgraded. A
decision has also been made to
start 8" standard classes in 2,325
schools, besides constructing
14 368 classrooms in primary
schools at a cost of Rs. 375 crore.
Electricity will be provided to 14,328
schools at a cost of Rs. 7.16 crore,
For the first time, school uniforms
were distributed to students on the
very first day of school in the new

with a higher budgetary allocation

academic year.

Children tend to stay out of
the ambit of education because
of various pressures such as
economic compulsions, gender
discrimination and so on. A
massive allocaticn of Rs. 48.38
crore has been made to bring
more children to school. About
75,000 children in the age group
of six to 14 are not in school in
the State. An effort is being made
to bring them to school through
innovative schemes such as
Chinnara Angala, Sanivaasa
Bridge Course and EGS centers.

Many of our schools,
especially in rural areas, lack
adequate teachers to match the
number of students. In a bid to
correct this imbalance, tests have
already been held to recruit
4,764 primary school teachers,
and a temporary list has been
announced. The Government has
announced its decision to fill 5,912
vacancies in the existing schools.
About 7,470 posts of government
teacher have been upgraded to
that of headmaster.

One of the biggest gifts to
school-going girls in rural
Karnataka in the budget was the
decision to distribute bicycles to
girls in high school from below the
poverty line (BPL) families. This
has benefited 1.75 lakh girls in
the State. The eligible girls have
received bicycles worth Rs. 2,300
each. All bicycles have the
Suvarna Karnataka symbol
etched on them. The scheme has
cost the State exchequer Rs. 35.63
crore. The programme is aimed
at addressing the problems faced
by girls in reaching schools in
remote areas and hopes to
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increase their attendance in
schools.

A foundation is of no avail
unless something solid is built on
it. This is why high school education
is also an area of serious concern.

The Government this year has
started 485 high schools in
Karnataka. This is as against 469
high schools started in the past five
years. Permission was also given
to start 171 private high schools
without financial aid. - With the help
of NABARD, the Government will
build 2,357 classrooms in
government high schools at a cost
of Rs. 90 crore. Tests have already
been conducted to recruit teachers
to fill 5,984 vacancies in high
schools. A sum of Rs. 2.5 lakh has
been allocated to 404 high schools
this year to provide them better
infrastructure.

While less than 100 new pre-
university (PU) colleges were
started in Karnataka over the past
10 years. 130 PU colleges have
been opened this year alone.
Besides, permission has been given
to start 273 private PU colleges
without financial aid. In keeping
with the required student-teacher
ratio, 800 new posts of lecturer
have been created. Measures have
been taken to ensure that every
taluk has at least one college that
has a science department. The
process of filling 451 vacancies in

‘various colleges has been initiated

through the Karnataka Public
Service Commission. The
Government proposes to construct
557 classrooms and 91 new
buildings with the help of NABARD.
Sixty-two private PU colleges
started by Scheduled Caste/Tribe

contd.on pg. 5
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53,240 girls students
dropped out

As many as 53,240 girl students
have dropped out of various educational
institutions during the past two years in
Jammu and Kashmir. The figure does
not include those in the Leh and Kargil
districts of Ladakh.

This was stated by the Education
Minister in a written reply to Ms Shanti
Devi (PDP) in the Assembly.

The minister said the dropout
percentage of girls in rural areas of the
Kashmir valley was 5.19, while in the
urban areas it was 2.65 per cent.

The dropout percentage of girls in
rural areas of Jammu division was 1.9
per cent, while in urban areas it was
0.47 per cent.

The minister said several steps had
been taken to check incidence of
dropout among girls in the state.
Residential schools for girls belonging
to the Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribes and OBC categories had been
established in remote areas where the
incidence of female dropout was more.

Free textbooks were being provided
to girl students from Classes | to Vill
and a mid-day meal scheme for Classes
| to V had been introduced to improve
retention. Besides, awareness
programme had been launched in rural
areas.

contn. from pg. 4

institutions have been recognized for
a total annual aid of Rs. 6.89 crore.

This year saw an important
decision made to smoothen the
process of admissions to technical
education institutions in Karnataka.
Amendments were made to ensure
that students from the State get a
total of 29,000 engineering, 1,367
medical and 867 dental seats in
various colleges. As per the earlier
rules. students from the State could
get seats only in government
colleges through the Common
Entrance Test Cell.

NGOs want data on SHGs made available

Non-governmental
organisations across the country
have asked the States and other
institutions engaged with self-
help groups (SHGs) to make
available the data related to
achievements in poverty
alleviation, empowerment and
literacy. Such data should be
disaggregated by caste and
class categories to enable a
realistic assessment, the NGOs
said at the end of a two-day
convention here on Friday.

The groups were of the
opinion that there was no data
on the number of SHGs in the
country, their deposits and the
loans disbursed to them or even
the impact these have had in
empowering women. Since it
was believed that there were 7
million SHGs — including those
constituted by the Government
under its various self-
employment schemes — the
Government should set up a
committee on the status of SHGs
to review the existing
perspectives, policies and
programmes related to SHGs in
order to strengthen their potential

towards addressing the social, -

economic and political rights of
women. The committee should
include eminent academicians
and practitioners who have
experience in dealing with issues
of women’'s empowerment,
poverty and livelihood.

The State should institute a
regulatory framework for the
functioning of micro finance

institutions to ensure that there
was a limit on the extent of
interest rate. They said the
manner of recovery of loans
should not be exploitative.
Referring specifically to the
Microfinance Bill slated to be
tabled in Parliament, the groups
opposed the provision of making
the National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development
(NABARD) regulator for the fear
of being misused, and instead
suggested the setting up of a
commission with representations
from the districts also.

Also, they suggested that
there should be a cap on the
interest rates instead of leaving
it to the market forces, as the
rich were always in a position to
negotiate the rates.

Micro-credit and self-help-
groups is only one of the inputs
and enabling conditions that is
required for empowerment and
poverty alleviation. The State in
particular needs to invest
adequate resources and to
change policies in a manner that
women'’s subordinate status and
poverty are addressed, said
Jaya Sharma of Nirantar.
Although participation in SHGs
has meant opportunities related
to mobility and a legitimate space
in the public realm, the overall
picture is one that raises several
critical concerns related to
gender justice and livelihoods
that ‘the 11th Five Year Plan
process needs to address, she
said.

The shining sun of truth can never be shadowed by the clouds

of doubt.
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Literacy drive for tribal girls

The Centre plans to come out with a special package to improve
literacy levels among tribal women. Only 34.7 percent tribal women
are literate and that is far below the national average of 54 percent.

Fifty-four districts with a tribal population of over 25 percent and
where female literacy levels are below 35 percent were selected for
the literacy drive.

Tribal Affairs Secretary Meena Gupta said the ministry had set
aside Rs. 20 crore for the scheme in 2007-08.

The plan envisages the setting up of district education support
agencies in tribal areas with low literacy levels to ensure that tribal
girls go to school. The volunteers would meet the families of tribals
to convince them about the need to send their children to school.

PhD Awarded

G. Suresh Kumar, Registrar,
Child Development Center, Medical
College, Thiruvananthapuram
(Formerly Programme Officer, JSS,
Thiruvananthapuram and Life
Member of Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi) has been
awarded PhD from Gandhigram
Rural University, Tamil Nadu for the
topic titled “Student Support
Services in Distance Education
Programmes of Indira Gandhi
National Open University”,

N 7
r %Y
IAEA Life Members
FINAL NOTICE
For those members who have
yet not responded to the

Registered Notices and notice
published time to time in IAEA
Newsletter regarding verification of
membership.

Now, IAEA  Executive
Committee has decided to give
one more chance to the members
who have not sent the verification
form sent to them and published
in the Newsletter, latest by 30th
June 2007. After this it will be
presumed that either they do not
survive or not interested to
continue their membership and no
correspondence will be made with
them.

General Secretary J
.
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For H'RD, fund crunch isn’t over

Despite being one of the few
Ministries to have got as high
an allocation as Rs 22,191.00
crore for the year 2007-08, the
Human Resource Development
Ministry will get Rs 5,063 crore
more than what it got last year.
“This would make it difficult to
take care of the Veerappa Moily
Committee recommendation for
expansion of intake of the
students in higher educational
institute by 54 per cent (27 per
cent for OBC and 27 per cent
general category),” HRD
sources said.

... despite an increase

The Oversight Committee had
asked the Government to put
separate Rs 1,600 crore in its
recommendation for the expansion
of intake capacities in the backdrop
of the new quota of 27 per cent for
OBCs.

The management of higher
educational institutions, however,
had said that even this amount was
not enough and demanded more
funds for expanding their intake
capacities.

The HRD Ministry under Shri
Arjun Singh had posted a claim for
a hike of 139 per cent. Now, it will

have to be satisfied with an extra
Rs 5,063 crore only though the
agenda for more inclusive
education and its expansion at the
higher education level required
more.

While there has been a
demand for improvement in
teachers’ quality, interestingly no
special allocation has been given
to this and only Rs 500 crore have
been left for the purpose.

For strengthening teachers’
training institutions for elementary
education, a meagre amount of Rs
50 crore has been given. )
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AICMED SECOND SOUTH ZONE CONFERENCE ON
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS IN RURAL AREAS

Introduction

A three day South Zone
Conference on Education for
Sustainable Livelihoods In Rural
Areas was organized by the South
India Regional Committee (SIRC)
of All india Council for Mass
Education & Development
(AICMED) in collaboration with the
Department of Adult & Continuing
Education, Andhra University,
Visakhapatnam.
Inaugural Session

The conference was
inaugurated by the Hon’ble Vice-
Chancelior Prof. Dr. L. Venugopala
Reddy Garu. In his inaugural
address, he emphasized that the
traditional occupational groups
such as Agriculture, handlooms,
handicrafts, rural services etc.,
should acquire formal training/
education. The formal training
would help in carrying out their
occupations in an effective and
optimum manner. He also
stressed the rural livelihoods
Would be promoted through
education and it will lead to
Sustainability of the livelihoods. He

observed that the lives and
livelihoods of the rural people are
directly dependant on the factors
such as manual labour, good
health, access to land, credit
facilities, food security etc.,
Further, he emphasized that the
education and training would build
the skills, confidence, self-esteem
of the rural people in carrying out
their livelihood opportunities. He
said that four designs of
education/training programmes,
the livelihoods and survival needs
of rural people have not been met.
Thus he stressed that there is a
need for linking education to self
development and skill training
leading to greater bargaining
power and self esteem. Prof. J.V.
Prabhakar Rao, Principal, A.U.
College of Arts and Commerce,
Visakhapatnam presided over the
session. In his Presidential
Address, Prof. Rao highlighted that
the education is crucial for socio-
economic development in general
and livelihoods or employment of
rural people in particular. He
regretted that the present
education which has been
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imparted through colleges and
universities are helping the
students to get degrees. But all
the graduates are not getting
employment due to non-
acquisition of required skills
needed for carrying out the
assigned job. Prof. Anil Sarkar,
the Vice President of AICMED,
Kolkata who was the Guest of
honour appreciated the organizers
for choosing the appropriate theme
for the conference and involving
people who are involved in
promotion of education and
livelihoods. Earlier Dr. B.S.
Vasudeva Rao, Associate Local
Secretary welcomed the Guests,
Prof. M.C. Reddeppa Reddy,
Regional Secretary, SIRC
(AICMED) briefly explained about
the objectives of the conference.
He mentioned that the objectives
would include: 1. To examine the
relevance of present education
system to the lives and livelihoods
of rural people, 2. To identify the
socio-economic factors
responsible for changes in the
livelihood patterns, 3. To

contd. on next pg.
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understand the status of education
in different states and its impact
on liveiihood patterns, 4. To
examine the employment
opportunities available for the rural
people for sustainable livelihoods,
5. To evolve the strategies for
bringing changes in education so
as to sustain the rural occupations
and 6. To deliberate on the theme
and sub-themes of the conference
and bring out a volume with quality
papers.

Sri. D. Rama Krishna,
President, SIRC proposed vote of
thanks.

Theme Paper

The main theme paper of the
conference was presented by
Prof. M.C. Reddeppa Reddy,
Director, Dept. of Adult and
Continuing Education and the
Regional Secretary of the
Conference.
paper under three sections. In
Section |, the definitions of
livelihoods, livelihood interventions
and sustainable livelihoods and
the livelihood principles were
discussed. In Section 2, the
Status of livelihood opportunities,
the problems of rural occupational
groups and the determinants of
sustainable livelihoods were
explained. Dr. Reddy suggested
certain strategies to address the
livelihood problems of rural people
in Section 3. they include:
protecting, maintaining and
building the critical assets of poor;
empowering the poor and
providing them with more and

_better opportunities for using their
assets. He stressed the
importance of quality education for
sustainable livelihoods. He also
highlighted various reforms in

He presented his -

educational programmes for
sustainable livelihoods particularly
in agriculture. Another paper was
presented by Prof. Arabinda
Bhattacharya, the Faculty Member
of Dept. of Business Management,
Calcutta University and Treasurer,
AICMED. In his paper, he
stressed the need for adult
literacy for securing livelihoods
and their sustainability.
Technical Sessions

Six Technical Sessions were
held to discuss on different sub-
themes of the Conference.

First Technical Session

In the First Technical Session,
four papers were presented. Dr.
Seeni Natragan presented the
Gandhiji's Basic Education Model
and its relevance to Livelihoods.
Sri. V. Sathyaseelam presented a
paper on the Skills Training
programme, which is an answer
for sustainable livelihood among
rural youth. Dr. A. Sailaja
presented a paper on Green to
Ever Green in which she
highlighted the need for organic
farming which will improve the
quality of life of rural people
besides  contributing for
environmental cleanliness. The
session was chaired by Prof. T.
Kumaraswamy of S.V. University
and Dr. N. Arunacharam of
Alagappa University acted as
Rapporteur.

Second Technical Session

The Second Technical Session
was chaired by Dr. G.V.R.R.
Prasad,(Retd.) Dy. Director (Adult
Education), Govt. of Andhra
Pradesh and Mrs. V.
Jagadeeswari, Project Officer,
SPMVV, Tirupati acted as
Rapporteur. In this session, five

papers were presented by Prof.
T. Kumaraswamy of SV University
(Vocationalization of Education),
Dr. N. Arunacharam of Alagappa
University (Devising Life Skills in
Continuing Education), Sri. B.V.
Siva Reddy of Govt. Degree
College, Jammalamadugu
(Education for Sustainable
Livelihoods in Rural Areas), Mr. E.
Bhuvaneswara Chowdary,
Research Scholar, Dept. of Adult
Education, SVU (Youth and
Livelihoods) and Dr. Shaik
Suleman of Sri YN College (PG),
Narsapur (Challenges of the
Community Education for the
Sustainable Development).
Third Technical Session

The Third Technical Session
was chaired by Prof. Ch.
Lakshminarayana of Andhra
University and Sni V. Sathyaseelan,
Advisor, L&T acted as Rapporteur.
In this session, Sri K. Rajendran,
Vice-President, State Committee,
Indian Association of Lawyers
presented a paper on the Impact
of Globalization and Modern
Education and Rural Livelihood
patterns, Mr. K. John Babu,
Research Scholar, Dept. of J & M
C presented a paper on Mass
Media and its role in Educating the
people in Rural Areas and Mrs. V.
Jagadeeswari presented a paper
on Role of Universities for
Achieving Sustainability in Rural
Occupations.
Fourth Technical Session

The Fourth Technical Session
was chaired by Dr. Shyam Atturi
of Andhra University and Dr.
Sailaja of Acharya NG Ranga
Agricultural University acted as
Rapporteur. In this session, Dr.
M.S.R. Sharma, Sr. Lecturer,

contd. on next pg.
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DITE, Bheemili presented a paper
on Strategies for Improving Rural
Education which will facilitate the
Rural Occupations, Dr. P.
Jagadeeswara Rao of Dept. of
Geo - Engineering, Andhra
University presented a paper on
the Role and Impact of
Education in Generation of Rural
Employment in Sustainable
Manner — A Case Study of
Visakhapatnam and Ms. B.
Praveena Devi presented a paper
on Vocational Training Education.
Fifth Technical Session

The Fifth Technical Session
Was chaired by Dr. B.S. Vasudave
Rao of Andhra University and Dr.
B. Govinda Reddy of SK
University acted as Rapporteur.
About six papers were presented
in this session. They include: A
P Modal of Continuing Education
Programme was presented by Dr.
Ch. Narayana Reddy, Dy. Director
(Adult Education) Prakasam
District, A.P., Learning and
Livelihoods: The role of
Commonwealth of Learning was
presented by Dr. D. Channa
Reddy of SK University, Education
and Sustainable development of
marginalized sections with
reference to women
empowerment by Dr. S. Sudhakar
Babu of University of Hyderabad
and Strengthening and
Stabilization of capacities for neo-
literates and literates to improve
the livelihoods so as to suit the
needs of tribal people was
presented by Smt. J. Padma
Kumari of Education Department,
Andhra University.

Mr. Sathyanarayana of Acharya
Nagarjuna University presented a

—

paper on Societal programmes
and schemes towards sustainable
livelihoods and rural development
and Mr. V. Christian Jacob of
Samarlakota presented a paper on
the role of Panchayat Raj
Institutions and NGOs towards the
sustainable rural development.

Sixth Technical Session

The Sixth Technical Session
was chaired by Dr. D. Channa
Reddy of SK University, Anantpur
and Mr. P. Visvanatha Gupta of
Andhra University acted as
Rapporteur. In this session, six
papers were presented. Dr. M.
Syamala of IASE, Andhra
University presented a paper on
The Strengthening and
stabilization of capacities for neo-
literates and literates to improve
the livelihoods so as to suit the
needs of rural people and Ms. J.
Anuradha of  Education
Department, Andhra University, in
her paper ‘Basic needs for rural
livelihoods’ focused on rural
infrastructure facilities required by
the rural people. Dr. OPM Tripathi
in his paper ‘Role of formal and
non-formal educational institutions
in accessing education for the
rural people’ stressed the role of
formal and non-formal education
institutions in rural development
and livelihoods, Dr. G.V.R.R.
Prasad, Retd. Dy. Director (AE),
Govt. of Andhra Pradesh in his
paper ‘lifelong learning for
livelihoods’, stressed the needs
for the establishment of
community colleges to provide
education to rural people, Dr. S.
Nageswara Rao, Principal KPN
College of Education,
Vijayanagarm District in his paper
‘Educational Guidance required to
rural students’ stressed on
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Vocational Guidance and
Counselling for better livelihoods,
Dr. Sanjay Moon of Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar, Marthwada University,
Aurangabad presented a paper on
Socio-economic and cultural
aspects of education and
interlinking the education with the
livelihoods of rural people.
Resource Persons/Participants
The Members of AICMED,
Faculty members of the
Departments of Education and
Adult & Continuing Education,
Open Universities / Distance
Education Institutions, Jana

Shikshan Sansthans, Zilla
Saksharta Samities, Chief
Functionaries of Non-

Governmental Organizations etc.,
from the southem states attended.
Five member team from the
AICMED, Kolkata participated in
the deliberations. Prof. T.
Kumaraswamy, Professor, Dept.
of Adult & Continuing Education,
S.V. University acted as the
Convener of the Sessions.
Valedictory Session

Prof. Dilip Mukhopadhya,
Formerly Registrar, Viswa -
Bharathi, Santhiniketan (WB) and
Editor, Journal of Adult Education
and Development in his valedictory
address, emphasized the need for
organizing this type of seminars
and conferences which will help
to deliberate on the conditions of
livelihoods and livelihood
opportunities in rural areas
particularly for the poor. This type
of programmes would help in
bringing the people from all walks
of life to a single platform. Prof.
P. Vijaya Prakash, Registrar of
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam
was the guest of honour and

contd. on next pg.
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congratulated the organizers for
choosing the appropriate theme,
drawing the delegates from the
different organizations and
deliberating on different sub-
themes of rural livelihoods,
livelihood opportunities and their
problems and prospects etc.
While addressing the delegates he
narrated a small story of a man
and the tree which analogues to
the sustainability of environment.
The fruit baring trees would yield
crop every year and the human
beings enjoy them by plucking and
eating. Instead of plucking, if they
resort for cutting the tree, they
loose the tree and the fruits as
well subsequently. Earlier, the
group reports were presented by
Dr. G.V.R.R. Prasad, Retd. Dy.
Director of Adult Education, Govt.
of Andhra Pradesh and feedback
on the conference was given by
Prof. Nabinanda Sen of Calcutta
University. Prof. M.C. Reddeppa
Reddy, Regional Secretary of
SIRC Proposed vote of thanks and
acknowledged the help and
support given by the institutions
and individuails.

Presentation of Excellency
Awards

As part of the conference,
SIRC (AICMED) presented the
Excellency awards for the eminent
personalities who served for social
development and were chosen
from among the Civil Servants
(Administrators), Academics,
Public Life, Voluntary Sector and
Social Service for the year 2007

under different categories. Sri
Gadicheria Harisarvottama Rao
Award for Excellency in
Administration was presented to
Dr. A. \Vidyasagar, IAS,
Commissioner and Director for
Sugars, Govt. of A.P, SIR C.R.
Reddy Award for Excellency in
Academics was given to Dr. P.
Kanniappan, Vice-Chancellor,
Alagappa University, Karaikudi,
Tamilnadu, Sri  Tanguturi
Prakasam Panthulu Award for
Excellency in Public Life was
conferred on Smt. P
Krishnamma, Chairperson, AP
Women’s Finance Cooperative
Corporation Ltd., A Govt. of A.P.
Undertaking, Hyderabad, Dr.
(Smt.) Durgabai Deshmukh Award
for Excellency in Voluntary Sector
was given to Sri G.N. Rajasekhara
Naidu, Director, Vidya Liberation
Through Cultural Action (VLTCA),
Gulbarga, Kamataka, Sri Mahatma
Jyothirao Phooley Award for
Excellency in Social Service was
presented to Smt. P. Vijayalakshmi
of Shree Shakthi Sanghatan,
Tirupati. A Special Jury Award was
presented to Sri B.V. Siva Reddy,
Lecturer in Commerce, Gouvt.
Degree College, Jammalamadugu,
Kadapa district. For each awardee,
a citation, a gold medal, a plaque
and a shawl were presented.
The Awards Presentation
function was presided over by Sri.
D. Ramakrishna, President of The
SIRC and the awards were
presented by Dr. M. Gopalakrishna
Reddy, formerly Vice-Chancellor,
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam.

Prof. M.C. Reddeppa Reddy,
Regional Secretary of SIiRC
explained about the Excellency
awards and the selection process.
Earlier Dr. B.S. Vasudeva Rao
introduced the Chief Guest of the
function and welcomed the
distinguished awardees and

invitees. The awardees
responded suitably for choosing
them for the respective

awards and felicitating them
appropriately. They expressed
their satisfaction, the way they
were felicitated. O

r )
IAEA Life Members
FINAL NOTICE

For those members who
have yet not responded to the
Registered Notices and notice
published from time to time in
IAEA Newsletter regarding
verification of membership.

Now, IAEA Executive
Committee has decided to give
one more chance to the
members who have not sent
the verification form sent to
them and published in the
Newsletter, latest by 30% June
2007. After this it will be
presumed that either they do
not survive or not interested to
continue their membership and
no correspondence will be
made with them.

General Secretary

J

Experience is not what fappens to a man; it is what a man does with what

happens to him

s

- Aldous Fluxley
J
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All families in Kerala to be made computer-literate within a year
Plan to make the State fully e-governed within five years

After achieving total literacy
more than a decade ago, Kerala
is all set to make at least one
member each of all families in the
State computer-literate.

The Information Technology
Department has worked out a
draft roadmap for the
programme involving local bodies,
which aims at realising the target
within a year.

The department has a much
more ambitious agenda — making
Kerala a fully e-governed State
within five years. The family-level
computer-literacy project has
been designed towards that end.

IT Special Secretary K.R.
Jyothilal told The Hindu that total
computer literacy at the family
level would be achieved through

the IT@School project and by

extending the Akshaya computer
literacy project to all districts.
The Akshaya project was
extended to Kasaragod, Kannur,
Kozhikode, Thrissur, Ernakulam,
Pathanamthitta and Koilam
districts after its success in
Malappuram in 2004. It would be
extended to Palakkad, Wayanad,
Idukki, Alappuzha, Kottayam and
Thiruvananthapuram.

When extended to the
remaining six districts, the project
will have three facets: spreading
e-literacy, generating locally
relevant content in local languages
to be made available on
computers at the Akshaya centres
and utilising these centres for
providing services.

In this phase, efforts are on to
integrate the Akshaya project with

NCERT to set up rural education

The National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) will soon set up
a Rural Education Cell to figure
out the problems that plague rural
schools and to strengthen their
overall performance.

The Council has also decided
to create a new Reading Cell - to
be funded by Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyaan - that will focus attention
on the reading skills and
capabilities of students of Classes
land Il.

The Executive Committee
chaired by Union Human
~ Resource Development Minister
Arjun Singh approved of these two

plans, NCERT Director Krishna
Kumar informed.

The Rural Education Cell that
will be housed on the NCERT
campus will make a deep
analysis of the all-India education
survey data to assess the
condition of rural schools. “We will
segregate the rural data gender
wise and age wise to look deeply
at patterns that emerge. We will
try to get to the heart of the
problem of rural education in
terms of working conditions,
infrastructure, teachers, poor
performance and high dropout
rate of students,” Prof. Kumar
said.

the common service centre
scheme of the Union Government.
The service centres will provide
Government-to-citizens services
and business-to-citizens services.
The Akshaya centres are also
expected to do so.

‘The Union Government’s
proposal was to start one centre
for six villages. In the early phase,
the Akshaya project was focussing
on spreading e-literacy.Now,
efforts to provide the computer-
literates an opportunity to use their
newly acquired knowledge are
being launched, Mr. Jyothilal said.
Altogether 1,500 Akshaya main
centres and another 1,000 sub-
centres are working in the districts
where the project has been
launched. An equal number of
centres will be started in the next

hase.
. 0

cell soon

The cell will also conduct case
studies in different States and
organise conferences for rural
teachers to help evolve a policy
for rural schools. “Personally, | am
happy that we will be doing
something especially for rural
schools. The rural-urban divide in
the field of education in our
country is something which we
would very much like to study and
bridge,” he added.

As part of the Reading Cell,
NCERT would bring out graded
self-reading series of “tiny books”
for little children that will help to
sustain their interest in what they

contd. on next pg.
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Right to education: move to opt for Central legislation
A staggered roll-out is being contemplated

Stiff opposition from the State
governments to the model right to
education (RTE) Bill has made the
Union Human Resource
Develepment (HRD) Ministry
reconsider the Central legislation
route to operationalise the
Fundamental Right to Education
enacted in 2002.

This time round, the Ministry
is not considering a one-size-fits-
all schedule for implementation of
the RTE by States. Instead of the
three-year timeframe envisaged in
the original legisiation, a staggered
roll-out is being contemplated
depending upon the existing
levels of enrolment; thereby
spacing out the financial burden
on the Centre. Broadly, States will
be divided
into three categories.

Short timeframe

The shortest timeframe of
three years for roll-out will be given
to States, which boast of female
literacy over 60 per cent. With 19
States in this category, it will be
the largest of the three and
includes Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Pondicherry, Delhi, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Goa, Himachal
Pradesh and Punjab .

The second category will have
States with a female literacy rate
of between 40 and 59 per cent.

Among the 14 States in this
category are Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Jammu & Kashmir,
Gujarat, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh.

Here, the Act will have to be
put in place within five years.

in the third category, which
comprises Bihar and Jharkhand,
where female literacy is below 39
per cent, a seven-year schedule
for implementation is being
mooted. Such categorisation,
according to the Ministry, will not
only address the issue of funding
but make the implementation of
the RTE more meaningful as it
factors in the regional disparities.

Since the cost of
implementing the RTE was the
primary reason for the HRD
Ministry trying to pass the onus
on to States through the model
bill, the estimation of financial
resources required - worked out
by the National Institute of
Educational Planning and
Administration (NIEPA) - is also
likely to be revisited.

As per the NIEPA estimate, the
minimum additional requirement
for implementing RTE would be
Rs.3,21,196.2 crore over five
years.

This was the conservative
estimate; the outer limit being Rs.
4,36,458.5 crore.

More funding

This is in addition to funding
that comes to this sector for the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and
other schemes to universalise
elementary education. A view
within the Ministry is that there is
considerable overlap - particularly
between the SSA and the RTE -
and, a review of the funding
patterns of both could well scale
down the finances required for
providing free and compulsory
education.

The Ministry reopened the
Central legislation option in view
of the near-unanimous veto of the
model bill — as per which States
would have to enact their own
legislation to operationalise the
Fundamental Right to Education -
by all State governments. Not one
of the 18 State governments,
which have responded till date,
has supported the model bill and
others have articulated their
opposition to it in various fora.

a

contn. from prev. pg.

read. These books comprising
pictures along with text will be
graded according to the level of
vocabulary and difficulty for
children.

Regarding the second
initiative, Mr. Kumar stated, “From
our many surveys we have found
out that the reading skills of
students do not get fully
consolidated in Classes | and |l
The children can read
mechanically but can’t necessarily
draw the meaning of the text.
Reading is the basis of all
understanding. If the child does
not understand what he reads in
Class |, then the path becomes
tougher and tougher for him in
future classes.”

Initially NCERT will zero in on
one district that has a poor reading
record for its intensive work.
Following the go-ahead by the
Executive Committee, the Council
will now make its proposals to the
HRD Ministry for implementation
of the projects. .
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R.N. 53577 /1991

Move to Close Unauthorised Private Haryana schools

A new Haryana government
rule has put the fate of 20,000
schools, 25 lakh students and
around 1,40,000 teachers in
jeopardy.

In a notification that came into
effect on April 1, the state
administration has made it
mandatory for all private
unauthorised schools to get
permission from the government
— after fulfiling a long list of 45
conditions — if they are to run
their institutions.

In his order, R S Gujral,
financial commissioner and
principal secretary to Haryana
government, said, “No school in
the state can function, establish
or start classes without the prior

approval or permission of the
director. Any act contrary to the
provisions of these rules would
make it liable to be prosecuted
under relevant law if such
disobedience or act causes or
tends to cause danger of the life,
health and safety of students.”
The provisions, enumerated
under the Haryana School
Education (Amendment) Rules,
2007, will now have such schools
facing criminal charges. “We had
no option but to take strict
measures and close thousands of
unauthorised schools in the state,”
said an education department
official. "Actually owners of private
schools were not heeding our
warnings for the last four years.”

Private school owners are
already up in arms. “Opening of
schools cannot be a cognisable
crime,” said Kulbhushan Sharma,
president of Federation of
Unrecognised Schools Welfare
Associations Haryana. “If teaching
is crime then everyone should do
it.” 5,000 such school owners and
their staff staged a strong protest
at the rally ground in Chandigarh.

O
r Y
I am always ready to
learn, but I do not always
like being taught.
-Sir Winston Churchill
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Women self-help groups promote
primary education

An illiterate 45-year-old

Phoolan Devi is listening a
standard two child reciting a
lesson in front of a schoolteacher.
This is how she tests the
performance of the teacher.
“If a child keeps reciting a chapter
fluently, | understand that he has
been properly taught” she points
out. A unique way indeed of
judging performance!

She is part of a Women Self
Help Group of Bastar, which has
been involved in ‘strengthening’
primary education in the leftwing
insurgency prone areas, awaiting
development and ravaged by the
Maoist related activity.

More interestingly, most of the
women of the women self help
groups (WSHG) are illiterate but
they have proved that ‘only
mother’ can take better care of
her child literally true.

Not only performance of the
teachers are evaluated by them.
they have succeeded in checking
absenteeism of both teacher and
the students. The volunteers go
to villages and persuade children

—

to go to school and if needed they
not only inspire but also force
parents to send children to
school.

And these women also monitor
the attendance of teachers and
students in the schools with two
of them deployed on such duty
each day. Besides this, they have
successfully introduced a
‘different day different menu”
system in schools.

Children on different days are
given puri, sweet rice, green
vegetables, eggs, fruits, kheer and
jiggery.

The change in menu has
shown remarkable results.
“Weight of students, who were
served nutritious food, has
improved and we have been able
to remove mal-nourishment in
these areas,” pointed out Dinesh
Srivastav, special secretary of
Women and Child Development
department, under whose tenure
as Bastar Collector the WSHG
were formed. A food competition
was organised among the WSHG
which helped in improving food

OBITUARY

Indian Adult Education
Association deeply mourns the
untimely death of Smt. Kamia
Choudhary W/o Sh. K.C.
Choudhary, President, |IAEA.
Smt. Kamla Choudhary passed
away on 9" May, 2007.

She was an educationist and
a social worker. She was
closely associated with JIAEA.
Besides being life member since
1985, she was a council
member of IAEA. She was also
associated with Asha Kala
Kendra, Mhow and other social
organisations in Madhya
@radesh. )

quality and nutritious food for
children which was served under
the ‘mid-day meal scheme.

contd. on next pa.
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133 aided schools neglecting the poor
Delhi government turns a blind eye to flouting of
free education norms

The Delhi government and the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) got some flak from the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
for failing to making sure that
schools given land at lower rates
were providing free education to
poor children.

There are 381 public schools
in the Capital, which were given
land at concessional rates by the
DDA and the Land and
Development Office (L&DO) on
the conditions that they would
have to provide 20 percent free
seats in each class to children
from economically weaker
sections.

The PAC, in this report tabled
in Parliament on April 28, has said
that of the 381 aided educational
societies, 133 were flouting the
freeship norms and were not
providing free education to-even
one percent of the poor children.

The report also said that
neither the DDA nor Delhi govt's
Directorate of Education initiated
any action against the schools to
enforce the terms of allotment
until compelled to take notice of
the breaches by the High Court.
There was no coordination
between the Directorate of
Education and DDA to ensure
adherence by the beneficiary to
the - obligatory terms and
conditions of the allotment of land,
nor was there any mechanism to
detect deviations, monitor
adherence or take action against
defaulters, the report stated.

The PAC has recommended
that the Union Urban Development

Ministry, DDA and the
government’s Education
Department should coordinate
with each other penalize such
defaulting schools, including taking
over the management of such
schools. This, the PAC said would
act as a deterrent to other schools
flouting the norms.

Instead of ensuring that
schools which were given land at
concessional rates were adhering
to the freeship norms, the State
Education Department recently
issued an order providing financial
assistance to private schools,
which got land at throwaway
prices to reimburse the money
they will spend on providing free
books and uniforms to poor

ildren.
children 0

[ IAEA Life Members |
FINAL NOTICE

For those members who have
yet not responded to the
Registered Notices and notice
published from time to time in
IAEA Newsletter regarding
verification of membership.

Now, IAEA Executive
Committee has decided to give one
more chance to the members who
have not sent the verification form
sent to them and published in the
Newsletter, latest by 30" June
2007. After this it will be presumed
that either they do not survive or
not interested to continue their
membership and no
correspondence will be made with
them.

General Secretary
. W,

fi B
Doctorate Degree

RS e
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T.S. Nair, Programme Co-
ordinator, State Resource
Centre, Thiruvananthapuram
has been awarded the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy by
Gandhigram Rural University.
His thesis titled, “A Study on the
Performance of the Continuing
Education Programme in
Kerala” was prepared under Dr.
N. Narayana Sami, Professor
and Head, Department of
Extension Education,
Gandhigram. He has published
several Books, Research
Studies, Papers and Articles in
Adult and Continuing Education
at national and state levels.

Dr. Nair is a life member of
IAEA and is an executive
committee member of the IAEA
LKerala State Chapter.

contn. from prev. pg.

There are a total of 9500
WSHGs in Bastar out of which
2500 have been involved in the
management of 2672 schools of
the district. Interestingly, a majority
of these schools are located in
highly Naxal infested areas. Noting
the outstanding contribution of the
women self-help groups, the
scheme has also been selected
for the Prime Minister’'s award.

The involvement has ensured
a ‘front door’ entry of women in
school management. )
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Haryana plans more vocational courses in schools

The Haryana Government
decided to explore the possibilities
of introducing vocational education
courses in its senior secondary
schools and extend job-oriented
Courses in more colleges to
enable the students to get
employment, Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda said after
reviewing major projects of the
State Education Department.

He disclosed that while new
job-oriented courses were already
being run in 23 colleges, such
courses to be introduced in
schools would be area specific to
facilitate the students in getting
employment in their respective
areas.

He expressed satisfaction that
the introduction of semester
system had proved successful
and results of the students had
shown marked improvement. He

Kerala

Kerala has emerged as the top
_performing state while Bihar finds
Ttself in the last spot in an official
survey on the health of elementary
education in the country in 2005-
06. _

The District Information
System for Education (DISE) data,
compiled by government think tank
*atinnal University for Educational
Planning and Administration
(NUEPA), took access,
infrastructure, teacher and
outcome indicators into account
to compute the Educational
Development Index (EDI).

Covering 11,24,033 schools in
35 states and Union Terrotories,

called for checking the dropout
rate effectively.

While reviewing the
implementation of EDUSAT
(education through satellite
programme) in the State, Financial
Commissioner and Principal
Secretary (Education) R.S. Gujral
said that broadcast for Arts
Senior Secondary Schools had
also been started from April 16
and for primary schools from May
1. In the second phase, all 9,080
primary schools and 1,232 Arts
Senior Secondary Schools would
be covered.

Also, 15 polytechnics are being
linked with EDUSAT to start
telecast from next session.
Mr. Gujral said the Education
Department had started a
coaching programme for students
of Science Senior Secondary
Schools to prepare them for the

All-India Engineering Entrance
Exam.

And to enable the students to
speak good English, soft skills
training was started in six
Government Colleges during the
financial year 2005-06 and
extended to 11 more colleges last
year. Thanks to this, 16 students
had got employment in IT industry,
he added.

He further disclosed that the
process to install computer labs
in each of the 1,232 Senior
Secondary Schools through
HARTRON was near completion.

Mr. Hooda directed the officers
to complete the building of
Shiksha Sadan at Panchkula and
that of the State Academies by
December-end.

He also called for
strengthening science laboratories
in schools.

O

leads elementary education race

the survey report shows that
according to composite primary
and upper primary EDI, Kerala,
Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and
Himachal Pradesh are the top five
while Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Assam
are the five bottom-ranked states.

Among the seven smaller
states and UTs, Puducherry was
the best and Mizoram
outperformed the other six states
in the north-eastern region.

The enrolment of students in
classes | to VIl in 2005-06 was
168.29 million, an increase of
12.28 miliion from the previous
year, according to the DISE data.
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However, about 180 of the 581
districts reported decline in
primary enrolment.

The average of all the districts
has shown a consisient
improvement in both the gender
parity index (GPI) and girls’ share
in enrolment, but the share, both
in primary and upper primary, is
found to be slightly lower in rural
areas. 1

{ N
The function of education is to

kelp you from chifdhood not to
imitate anybody, but be yourself
all the time.

Jiddu ?(risﬁnamurtij

A
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New education learning system

Shiv Khera, international
educator and author, not only
believes in saying but also
implementing what he says in his
daily life. The problems around
him motivate him to work towards
the welfare of society. It is
precisely because of this that he
along with some friends has
started the Qualified Learning
System.

Through Qualified Learning
System, Shiv Khera intends
providing a platform to school
principals, teachers and students
on a national level to come
forward with their problems,
suggestions and solutions.

Taking the effort forward, a
Leadership Forum was formed on
April 17 in association with Ramjas
School, Anand Parvat, at PHD
Chamber. The objective of the
forum was “Challenges and
Solution in the Present Education
System”. Former Chief Justice of

30% of contestants

They are school dropouts.
Some can manage signatures; the
rest can at the most leave a thumb
impression. At least 30% of the
total 2,502 candidates for the first
three phases of UP elections fit
this description, which adds up to
a staggering 750 or so.

Not just independents, even
national parties have fielded.
candidates who have failed in
Class X. Most of them claim to be
either ‘literate’ or having received
‘gharelu shiksha’ (studied at

India Y. K. Sabharwal was the
chief guest. Mr Ramesh Agarwal,
Senior Vice-President, All India
Transporter Welfare Association,
also graced the occasion with his
presence. The convener of the
event was Ms Rajni Arora,
Principal, Ramjas School, Anand
Parvat.

Principals, teachers and
students of 14 different schools
participated and expressed their
opinion about the challenges faced
in the current education system
of modern India and their practical
solutions.

Said Mr Sabharwal, “This is
more important for students as for
the principals and teachers in the
school. Through these
programmes and interactive
sessions, the students can
express their opinions and
expectations to the teaching
faculty. In the past few years, the
Indian students have proved their

mettle globally. These sessions
will definitely boost the confidence
and morale of the Indian students
for decades.”

The issues raised by
Principals, teachers and students
were higher expectations of
parents from their children and
their pressures on teachers and
Principals to fulfil it, frequent
changes in the syllabus,
non-availability of books in the
market, schoolbags getting
heavier, price-sensitive education,
encouraging girl education,
education process to be more
interesting and scientific games
and cultural things to be a part of
the education system, improving
the education system in villages
and government schools, use of
the latest technology in education
and giving importance to the
mother tongue in primary
education.

O

illiterates, dropouts - First three phases of

UP Elections

home) in the education columns
of their nomination papers.

The only exception is 57-year-
old SP candidate from Aonla,
Bulaki Ram. His column reads, “
Kisi school se shiksha grehen
nahin ki, praurh shiksha ki jankari
se hastakshar kar lete hain ,”
(Have not received any formal
education but learnt to sign after
attending adult education
classes). School dropouts form
21% of candidates. Most of them
gave up studies after Class VIII.

Officials find this intriguing as there
are several educational institutions
which guarantee Class VIII
certificates without exams.

Voters are shocked. Asks
Smriti, a Class Xll student, “Will
these people decide our fate?”
Some said educational
qualifications for politicians must
be made mandatory.

On the other hand, at least
45% of candidates are graduates
and 12 have completed their
doctorates. 7
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Ministry’s current system of funding for SSA endorsed
Parliamentary panels caution against burdening States

The Union Human Resource
Development (HRD) Ministry’'s
efforts to continue with the current
pattern of funding for Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) for
universalisation of elementary
education has been endorsed by
both the Parliamentary Standing
Committee for the Ministry and the
Public Accounts Committee (PAC)
which scrutinised - the
implementation of the programme.

Both committees have said
that burdening the States with a
greater share of the expenditure
on SSA could not only impair the
programme, but also derail it at a
critical juncture.

As per the Memoranda of
Understanding signed by the
Centre with State governments
and Union Territory administrations
at the start of SSA, the Central
Government’s share of funding in
the programme will be scaled

down to 50 per cent from 75 per
cent from the Eleventh Five-Year
Plan.

In its report — tabled in
Parliament recently — the PAC
has expressed concern over the

e |t is proposed to modify Centre-
State funding ratio from 75:25
to 50:50 from this year

° |t is feared that financially
weak States may be reluctant
to implement the programme

move to “modify the funding
pattern of SSA from the existing
75:25 [Centre-State sharing] ratio
to 50:50 from the current year
onwards” as this could impair the
programme that is “already
operating behind schedule with
serious shortcomings to boot.”
As it is, according to the
Committee, several States are
lagging behind in achieving the

stipulated targets with the existing
funding pattern. The PAC fears
that such States — which are also

the more populous and financially
weak — may actually become
reluctant to implement the
programme; “thereby jeopardising
the goal of ensuring universal
elementary education by 2010.”
Add to this the possibility that
“the increased liability upon the
States may result in they being
unable to contribute their matching
share which will in turn prevent
the Centre from releasing their
further instalments.” The PAC has
taken note of the Ministry’s view
that it is not unaffordable for the
Centre to continue with the
existing funding pattern as funds
are available from the Prarambhik
Shiksha Kosh apart from the
budgetary support and external
funding that is forthcoming for the
programme. ]

Don’t cut aid to Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

The Bharatiya Janata Party
asked the Centre to continue
bearing 75 per cent cost of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA).
Instead the Centre should
enhance the grants to bring even
secondary education under the
ambit of the SSA, launched
during the National Democratic
Alliance Government, the party
said.

BJP spokesperson Prakash
Javadekar told the media that the
State Governments should not
financially be overburdened to
implement the SSA scheme by

reducing the Centre’s financial
support from 75 per cent to 50
per cent. “The SSA scheme
should be implemented with the
75 per cent financial support from
the Centre,” Javadekar said.

Citing the resource crunch at
the level of the State Governments
as a major hurdle for them in
financing the scheme up to 50 per
cent, the BJP leader said that the
SSA was doing so well in terms
of checking the dropout rate,
increasing enrolment and
maintaining high retention rate that
the Centre should not transfer the

IAEA Newsletter

extra financial burden on the State
Governments.

“Since the Centre’s treasury is
overflowing with the funds due to
growth in economy, the
Government should even bring
secondary education under the
ambit of SSA,” Javadekar said.

The SSA was launched to
check growing drop out rate at the
primary level by introducing a slew
of measures with 75 per cent
financial assistance from the
Centre and the rest 25 per cent
from the State Governments for
five years.
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llliterate but worth emulation

Rohtash Godara, sarpanch of
Gadli village in Fatehabad district of
Haryana, is an illiterate person. But
his performance as sarpanch has
been worth emulation for others.

Efforts by Godara helped the
village become the first village in
the district to attain 100 per cent
results in the total sanitation
campaign (TSC), a drive launched
under the Central Rural Sanitation
Programme of the ministry of rural
development.

The scheme is being
implemented through the district
rural development authority,
Fatehabad, and the Centre has
sanctioned Rs 502.89 lakh.

The scheme is aimed at
making all villages free from open
defecation besides making the
village lanes free from filth and
garbage.

The scheme also aims at
utilisation of solid waste of villages
by converting it to organic manure.

The idea behind the scheme
is to make villages Nirmal Grams
(clean villages).

The development authority
provides a grant of Rs 1,500 per
family living below the poverty line
for the construction of latrines.

Besides, the development
authority also provides funds for
the construction of community
latrines, latrines in anganwadis
and schools in villages. Families
above the poverty line have to
construct their latrines from their
Own resources.

Godara says it is not difficult
to convince people for a good
cause, but it only demands
concerted efforts, which he did.

O

R.N. 53577 /1991

No tuition fee from
girls in Haryana

The Haryana Government has
decided not to charge any tuition
fee from the girls studying in
classes | to Xll in Government
schools, Education Minister Phool
Chand Mullana announced here on
Monday.

He disclosed that the
Government had also provided
bicycles to girls living in villages
that have no middle, high or senior
secondary schools to enable
them to go to school in adjoining
villages. Senior secondary schools
for girls were being equipped with
computer labs and free textbooks
are being provided to girls
students from classes | to VIII, he
added. 0
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A lecture on Roadmap of Adult Education
indian Adult Education literacy rate of 85 percent by the different approaches and the major

Association has been organising
lecturers by eminent speakers on
select topics on Adult Education.
In the same series, a lecture on
‘Roadmap of Adult Education’ was
organised on 30" May 2007 at the

Headquarters of IAEA, New Delhi.
Smt. Vandana K. Jena, IAS,
Director General, National Literacy
Mission & Joint Secretary to Govt.
of India was the main speaker.
Sh. K. C. Choudhary, President
IAEA presided.

Smt. Jena informed that the
Planning Commission has set a
target of achieving an overall

S"ﬂmg on Dais Trom Ien\ Sh. K.C. Choudhary , Smi. vandana
K. Jena, Dr. Madan Singh, Sh. N.C. Pant, Sh. R.K. Bhat

year 2012. It has also been
decided to bring out reduction in
Regional, social and gender
disparities in the literacy rates.
The gender disparity in the literacy

rate is to be brought down to 10

percent by
the year
2012. She
also said that
the non-
literates of
the age
group 35+
can not be
ignored and
the road map
for literacy
has to take
care of them
also. She
informed that Tata Consultancy
Services have developed a
package for making people literate
in a short period of time and that
the package is computer based.
She personally felt that it was
difficult to attract non-literate
persons of the 50 plus age group
to the computer based
programme. She highlighted

thrust areas of the road map. Low
literacy states having literacy rate
below the national average, the
tribal areas, the minorities, the
adolescents, the Scheduled
castes and Scheduled Tribes
formed the major thrust areas.
She said that different models of
continuing education based on the
past experience in different states
are included in this road map.
Panchayat Raj institutions will be
involved. She clarified that 85
percent overall literacy and 10
percent gender gap in literacy
meant that we will need to reach
90 percent male literacy and 80
percent female literacy. She felt
that male literacy which was 75
percent in 2001 is likely to reach
the level of 90 percent by 2012
but the female literacy which was
only 54 percent in 2001 is difficult
to reach the level of 80 percent
by 2012.

Smt. Jena gave details of the
different strategies of programme
implementation for different
groups. She said that the
strategy of Volunteer Teacher

contd. on pg. 3
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Central university in each state

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh said the government is
committed to setting up a central
university in each state and lending
a helping hand to states to ensure
that each district gets a degree
college.

Sixteen states do not have a
central university, many districts
do not have a degree college and
nearly 350 districts have an
enroliment ratio lower than the
national average.

The initiatives, cleared at a
meeting chaired by the prime
minister, would address these
points as part of the twin
challenge of improving access to
higher education and its quality.
Higher education has been unable
to keep pace with the
requirements of the economy on
both counts.

“The prime minister directed
the University Grants Commission
(UGC) and the Planning
Commission to jointly prepare a
strategy for this,” the PM’s media
adviser Sanjaya Baru announced.

Singh had last year called it
“unacceptable” that a country of
billion people should fall short of
skilled qualified manpower needed
by the economy on the move. He
again expressed his concern at
the higher education sector
lagging behind.

The gross enroliment ratio in
higher education is estimated
around 9.1 per cent. The

government hopes to raise this

ratio to at least 15 per cent by
2012. Singh wants the central
universities to be symbols of
excellence, a model of efficiency
and an example in terms of

academic standards and university
governance for other State
Universities to emulate, Baru said.

Union ministers Arjun Singh
and P. Chidambaram, Planning
Commission Deputy Chairman
Montek Singh Ahluwalia, UGC
chairman S.K. Throat and
Economic Advisory Council
Chairman C Rangarajan, among
others, attended the meeting.

The state governments would
be the primary actors in setting
up the degree colleges in each of
India’s 604 districts. The central
government would, however,
provide all assistance needed by
the states to achieve this target.
The Centre would also help out
with improving the gross
enroliment ratios in districts that
are lagging behind.

contd. on pg. 6

Rs 550 cr scheme for dropouts

The Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
approved a Rs 550 crore skills
development initiative (SDI) aimed
at improving the employment
potential of an estimated one
million school dropouts and
workers over the next five years.
“The minimum age limit for
persons to take part in the
scheme is 15 years, but there is
no upper age limit,” Information
and Broadcasting Minister P R
Dasmunsi told reporters after the
CCEA meeting.

“The objective is to provide training
to school leavers, to existing
workers, to ITI (industrial training

optimally utilising the infrastructure
available in government and
private institutions and industry.
People’s existing skills can also
be tested and certified under this
scheme”, said Dasmunsi.

The ftraining under SDI scheme
will be provided by various
Vocational Training Providers
(VTPs) run by the government as
well as the private secior.
Dasmunsi said that initially 1896
Govt. ITls and 3218 private training
institutes affiliated to the National
Council for Vocational Training
(NCVT) would be eligible to
participate in the scheme as
VTPs. “Once the scheme takes

empanelment of other private
VTPs will be evolved”, he said.
About 200 modules for
employable skills as per industry
and labour market demands would
be identified and their course
curriculum developed. On an
average, an expenditure of Rs
5000 per person is likely to be
incurred on imparting training and
certifying the work force.

The programmes will have
demand-driven short term training
courses based on Modular
Employable Skills (MES) decided
in consultation with industry.

The union cabinet also approved
a proposal to exempt textiles and

institutes) graduates, and so on, off, a mechanism for textile machinery manufactured in
to improve their employability by contd. on pg. 4
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which was a basic concept of the
Total Literacy Campaigns can not
be followed on a long term basis
and that honorarium will have to
be paid to the preraks. For
making the non-literates literate,
she said that the Camp Based
approach which was used in
Rajasthan will be useful.
Karnataka experience of
organising literacy camps for
Panchayati Raj Elected Women
members also resulted in better
achievement. For Adolescents of
15-19 age group residential
camps for 3 months were
suggested. She appreciated
Kerala’s efforts of making 50 blind
people literate in Mallapuram
district through Braille approach.
She suggested coverage of
disabled persons by going to their
houses. She said that different
strategies will need to be adopted
for fishermen (as adopted by
Andhra Pradesh), for Gujjars &
Nomades and minorities. She
said that the adult literacy centres
will need to be made attractive
and vibrant by providing needed
facilities for sports and recreation.

She also said that the
continuing education of the neo-
literates, left outs and dropouts will
need to be carried on effectively
through target Specific
Programmes of (1) Equivalency
Programmes (2)Skill Development
Programmes (3) Quality of Life
Improvement Programmes and
(4) Individual Interest Promotion
Programmes. She said that
grants in aid will need to be given
to NGOs for promotion of Adult
Education. She said that Master
Trainers for skill development
programmes will be trained
interalia by the Jan Sikshan

Sansthans. Issues of water, land,
sanitation, health, legal literacy, e-
governance will form basic issues
of the QLI Programmes. The CE
centres will be developed as
knowledge centres with computer
facility. SRCs will need to be
strengthened and expanded to
provide resource support. District
Resource centres will also be set
up in different districts for
providing support to CE
Programme.

The lecture was followed b

discussion. SR e ——

Smt. Jena
replied to the
questions
relating to the
role of
libraries,
universities
and NGOs
raised by
Mrs. Miridula
Seth. She
= S i )
responded to
the question
on tribal dialects to be used as
the medium of learning in tribal
areas before introduction of the
standard language raised by Dr.
H.L. Bachhotia.

The programme was initiated
with the welcome address by Prof.
S.Y. Shah, Hony. Director,
Intermational Institute of Adult and
Lifelong Education, New Delhi. Prior
to that Dr. Madan Singh, General
Secretary, IAEA offered a bouquet
of honour to Smt. Jena on behalf of
IAEA fraternity present on the
occasion. Thereafter she visited the
National Documentation Centre on
Literacy and Population Education
and appreciated the huge collection
of books and historical documents
on Adult Education.

IAEA Newsletter

DGNLM visiting the Documentation Centre and Library of IAEA

Prof. K.C. Choudhary,
President, IAEA in his presidential
address said that we consider
ourselves privileged enough for
having the leadership of an
academic activist like Smt. Jena
whose presence has always
made our communication with the
government smooth. The
programme was participated by
Dr. R. K. Bhat, ‘Director,

Directorate of Adult Education;
Prof. S.Y. Shah, Director, Adult
and Continuing Education

Department, JNU; Shri N.C. Pant,
Treasurer, |IAEA; Shri Prem
Chand, Consultant, IAEA; Dr. C.S.
Pran, Country Director, NYKS; Dr.
Mridula Seth, Mrs. Nishat Farooq,
Dr. Ajay Kumar, Associate
Professor, JNU; Dr. J.P. Tarang,
Dr. H.L. Bachhotia, Shri S. C. Dua,
Documentation Officer, IAEA; Shri
B. Sanjay, Editor, IAEA and Dr.
Rajesh, Department of Adult and
Continuing Education, Delhi
University. Staff members of IAEA
were also present. Dr. Madan
Singh delivered the vote of thanks.
He profusely thanked the D.G.
NLM for delivering a very useful
and relevant lecture as part of the
series of lecturers on Adult

Education. M
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Open School becoming popular with IAF pilots
Getting many applications for enrolment in maths, physics

For all those who thought that
the National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS) was only for
those who could not for some
reason study or perform well in
the formal system of education,
this could come as a surprise.

Of late, NIOS has become
popular with pilots of the Indian Air
Force as well as those planning
to join a flying training academy
who want to appear in the 10 plus
2 level in either mathematics or
physics or both for better career
prospects.

NIOS has for long been
running a “part-admission”
programme, whereby anyone who
at any stage of life wants to write
an exam for up to four subjects of
his or her choice for the purpose
of updating knowledge is allowed
to do so.

The Institute has recently been
getting more and more
applications for enrolment in
maths and physics. Most of these
applications are from IAF pilots
who want toe branch out to
commercial flying and those who
want to join a training academy,
as a senior secondary certificate
of having cleared physics and
maths is a must for them.

‘This fad has picked up
recently. It is a demand-driven
trend. We do have a lot of queries
for admission to maths and
physics and a considerable
number of them are pilots or want
to become one,” says NIOS
Secretary D. S. Bisht.

Of the four applications that
are being processed at NIOS for
July admissions, one is from a

squadron leader who has worked
in the IAF for 10 years and now
wants to switch to commercial
flying after her short service
commission comes to an end.
Since the officer had a humanities
background at 10 plus 2 level, she
did not study physics and maths
— a pre-requisite for commercial
flying.

Zikra Rahman, Kaustabh
Nagesh and Vaidh Gupta, who are
waiting for their Class XII results,
have also applied for the “part-
admission” programme.

“I had the combination of
physics, chemistry and biology. |
will be going to California for my
flying training soon. That institute
needs a senior secondary
certificate in both physics and
maths for me to begin my
training,” said Zikra.

So while she has applied for
admission to maths, Kaustabh
and Vaidh will need to study both
maths and physics.

Since NIOS is the only such
institution to provide such a
programme, some of those who
have applied for July admissions
want to be allowed to sit in their
exams in October/ November this
year as they would not like to wait
till April/May when the next round
of examinations is held.

“My short service commission
ends in June. | have enough time
on me to study both the subjects.
| would prefer if they could hold
exams for us this year itself
instead of next year. There are a
few of my colleagues who want
to apply to NIOS and will be
greatly benefited if this policy

change comes along,” said the
IAF officer.

Zikra and her batch mates too
want the exams to he held this
year since they begin their training
in June this year.

Though an on-demand
examination system exists in NIOS
for Cilass X, efforts are peing
made to extend it to Class XIl.
“We have set our sights on this
so that it can help our specialised
set of learners. Efforts are on, but
we do not want to introduce this
system in a hurry.” 0

contn. from pg. 2

India from the 0.05 per cent textile
committee cess with a view to
making the industry globally
competitive.

“The exemption of textiles
committee cess will rationalise tax
and cess burden on the sector in
the changea scenario of global
competitiveness, thereby
improving competitiveness of
Indian textile sector in global
markets,” Information and
Broadcasting Minister P R
Dasmunsi told reporters after the
Cabinet meeting.

The cess is used to fund activities
of the Textile Committee which
works to promote exports and
research in technical and
economic fields.

At present, the cess imposed on
textile and machinery is 0.05 per
cent of the turnover. Around Rs
50 crore was collected through
this levy in 2005-06. Last fiscal,
the government had exempted
garments from this cess. A
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A Public Lecture on ‘Universities & Extension’

Prof R.R.Mishra, Vice-
Chancellor, Vikram University,
Ujjain visited the Indian Adult
Education Association
Headquarters at New Delhi on 18"
May 2007. Prof Mishra gave a
scholarly presentation on
‘University and Extension’. While
delivering an academic speech on
the said topic Prof Mishra
underlined various issues related
to the over all educational
environment of Higher Education
in the country. He clearly
emphasized the role of
universities in the community
education and its development.
The Vice Chancellor threw
challenges before the country,
which should be incorporated
under the 11" Five Year Plan. The
universities should voluntarily
accept those challenges and
come forward to shoulder their
responsibilities.

The programme started with
a welcome address by Dr. Madan
Singh, General Secretary, |IAEA.
Prior to that Dr.Singh presented a
bouquet to Prof Mishra on the
behalf of the IAEA. Shri
Premchand, Consultant, IAEA
extended vote of thanks. Referring
to his long association and intense
experience of working together
with Prof Mishra, Dr. Madan Singh
narrated in brief the academic
journey of Prof Mishra and his
contribution in the field of
extension education including
population education and various
educational activities of the
National Literacy Mission. He
emphasized opening of the new
vistas in the field of lifelong
education with the help of three

premier and pioneering
universities of the country i.e. the
Vikram University, Tirupati
Deemed University and the
Rajasthan Veedyapeeth. The
programme was parhmpated by
Dr.Sailendra =
Kumar
Sharma,
Head of
Department
(Hindi),
Vikram
University,
Dr. C.S.Pran,
Country
Director,
Nehru Yuva
Kendra
Sangathan,
Govt. of
India, Dr. H.L. Bachhotia, Dr. Jaipal
Tarang, Shri. S.C. Dua,
Documentation Officer, National
Documentation Centre on Literacy
and Population Education, Shri B.
Sanjay, Editor, IAEA, Smt. Veena
Mahajan, Office Superintendent,
Shri M.L.Sharma, Account Officer,
Shri Ramesh Gupta, Charter
Accountant, Ms. Neha Gupta,
Documentation Assistant, Shri
Ashish Yadav, Documentation
Assistant and other academic staff
of the IAEA.

Remembering the
contributions of Dr. Madan Singh
in the field of Adult and Lifelong
Education, Prof Mishra at the very
outset of his speech said that Dr
Singh is among those few
academicians in the country
whose contributions in the realm
of Adult and Lifelong Education is
highly valued and appreciated. He
said that the major investment for

university education comes from
the middle class population of the
country, but the prevailing system
is not favourable to them. In a
way, the aspirations of the vast
human resource coming from that

Dr. Madan Singh presenting boque to Prof. R.R. Mishra

section of the society are not duly
fulfilled. He said that the concept
of world brotherhood, women
empowerment efc. were never
alien to the Indian societies. But
during the era of slavery our
universities failed to disseminate
these thoughts among the
masses, rather they turned into
the platforms for elite people.
Neither the students nor the
teachers were motivated for grass-
root community education. Prof
Mishra said universities today
should bridge this prevailing gap
with the help of ‘Extension’ where
the academic community at their
own will should get involved into
the activities of community
education. He said that the
‘SAROVAR' inside the campus of
Vikram University is a unique
example of Extension Education
and community mobilization of the
academic fraternity. A
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‘ST girls top enrolment among marginal
groups’

Scheduled Tribe girls have far
better enrolment in schools than
their SC, OBC and Muslim
counterparts.

The first national evaluation of
Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas
in 12 states has revealed that at
31.43%, ST enrolment is ahead
ofi USEs.  (26:36%), OBCs
(26.45%), Muslims (4.31%) and
below poverty line families
(8.75%).

Though Muslim girls have poor
enrolment, sources pointed out
that a large number of them have
been included as OBCs. Further
fine-tuning would give the real
percentage of Muslim girls’
enrolment but there is unlikely to
be major change.

The evaluation of KGBV
schools — 1,100 out of 1,180 are
operational in the country mainly
dominated by marginal sections
— has also revealed that states
in the Hindi heartland like Bihar,
Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh
are making innovations to attract
girls to schools.

The study, carried out by
independent experts for HRD
ministry and conducted in Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Bihar, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu and Uttar Pradesh also
revealed that the scheme has
received “high priority and political
attention”.

KGBVs have now become a
sub-component of Sarva Shiksha

Abhiyan. In fact, Andhra Pradesh
has 7.4% more girls enrolled than
the capacity since the state has
introduced classes 9 and 10 with
its own resources.

Bihar has shown some good
results and the state is
showcasing the success of how
five physically challenged
‘Musahar’ girls going to KGBV in
Bochacha block, Muzaffarpur, have
become role models for other
girls.

The evaluation shows it has
other achievements too. With the
capacity of 5,500 girls, enrolment
is 3,972 out of which 1,848 are
SCs, 797 OBCs, 170 BPL and
771 minority girls. Interestingly, SC
girls outnumber daughters of
politically powerful OBCs.

Bihar lays special emphasis
on taking girls of single parents
and orphans. Another highlight
from Bihar is that girls who had
never enrolled have also been
welcomed in the KGBVs.

Other best practices have
come from AP where detailed
micro-planning is done to ensure
that all girls are enrolled and child-
wise data is available at the
mandal level. In UP. MP, Jharkhand
and Karnataka, household survey
data is used for identification of
the children.

Arunachal Pradesh is another
success story where KGBVs are
running as residential primary
schools and a move to convert
them into middle schools has
already started. A

( Good manners will open doors that the best education camnot,

Thomas J

- Clarence

Govt. girls’ schools to
be upgraded
Rajasthan plan for
new academic year

Rajasthan Minister of State for
Education Vasudeo Devnani has
said all Government girls’
secondary schools in the Sate
would be upgraded to senior
secondary schools in the new
academic session beginning in
July this year.

Addressing a meeting of
District Education Officers in
Udaipur Mr. Devnani said the
upgrading of schools would be a
major step for promotion of girls’
education, while the results of
Government school had
registered a 5 to 14 percent
improvement this year.

Thrust on computer education

Mr. Devnani said computer
education would be a thrust area
in the new academic session.
Besides, about 30,000 teachers
would be appointed to Government
schools through the State Public
Service Commission. 0

contn. from pg. 2

The initiatives also tie up with
the government keeping
inclusiveness with equal focus to
all as the focus of the ‘Eleventh
Five Year Plan’ and would deal
with a significant chunk of the
disparities in higher education.
Studies on enroliment ratios have
indicated disparities across
several parameters including the
rural-urban divide. The enrollment
ratios are lower for rural areas,
lower in certain states and
districts, among girls and some
social and economic groups. .
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HRD hopes to make $10 laptops a reality

Having rejected Nicholas
Negroponte’s offer of $100 laptops
for schoolchildren, HRD ministry’s
idea to make laptops at $10 is
firmly taking shape with two
designs already in and public
sector undertaking Semiconductor
Complex evincing interest to be a
part of the project.

So far, the cost of one laptop,
after factoring in labour char jes, is
coming to $47 but the ministry feels
the price will come down
dramatically considering the fact that
the demand would be for one million

.laptops. “The cost is encouraging
and we are hopeful it would come
down to $10. We would also look
into the possibility of some Indian
company manufacturing the parts,”
an official said.

The two designs with the
ministry are fromi a final year

engineering student of Vellore
Institute of Techno'ogy and a
researcher from Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore. Due to reasons
of Intellectual Property Rights, being
insisted by the two designers, the
ministry is not parting with the design
except giving out some of the major
details.

The laptop would be made on
a single board which would make
it easy to find fault and rectify it,
say sources.

A meeting of industry and
academia is to take place in I1Sc,
Bangalore, later this month to go
through the two designs and invite
more suggestions.
Simultaneously, HRD ministry has
been told by Semiconductor
Complex, a Chandigarh-based
PSU, that it would like to be part
of the project. HRD ministry wants

the company to get involved in the
fabrication of laptops.

Six anchor groups set up by
the ministry to be in touch with
experts in critical areas and
remove bottlenecks have been
meeting regularly. Institutions like
IITs and IISc have been identified
as anchor institutions for the
project and have been entrusted
with the task of research and
development of cheap laptops.

Sources say it would be
another two years before the
laptops become a reality. “We do
not want to rush into it. Many
issues remain to be resolved like
royalty to the designer after the
design is patented. Prototyping
would also take time. We would
even conduct destructive testing
and create a proper maintenance
network,” said one official. 0
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A Presentation on E-learning Course for Capacity Building
in Non-formal Adult Literacy Education

The International Institute of
Adult and Lifelong Education
(IALE), New Delhi organised a
special presentation on innovative
e-literacy course on 25" June,

Ms. Christine Glanz made a
presentation on screen with the
help of a laptop. She informed
that the course on capacity
building which she was presenting
was still a

| |_ng ]
Dr. Madan Singh

2007 at the Conference room of
the IAEA. Ms. Christine Glanz,
Programme Specialist, Unesco
Institute for Lifelong Leaming (UIL)
Hamburg made the presentation.
Prof. K. C. Choudhary, Chancellor
IIALE presided over the function.
Before the presentation, Prof. S.Y.
Shah, Hony. Director, I[IALE
Weicomed the guest and
introduced her to the participants.

preparatory
Module and
was in the
process of
b eing
finalised.
She invited
comments
~ from the
experts. She
informed that
a pilot test
and feedback
of the first
module was conducted with
Ugandan Adult Educators and that
they were now seeking views of
experts from other countries
before the Module is finalised.
She informed that the target group
for the course was (i)
Professionals working with NFE
but not at programme level (ii)
Professionals with non-education
background (iii) Learners with

background in education (iv)
Professionals with experience.

Ms. Glanz’s presentation was
developed on the basis of the
following outline:

1. Our Motivation;,

2. Solutions to identified
needs;

3. Target groups;

4. Basic Requirements;

5. Cost Reduction and
Quality Assurance;

6. Didactical Approach;

7. Contents and
demonstration;

8. Where do we stand now;

She explained each of these
aspects of her presentation in
detail. She clarified that interested
educational institutions can use
the course on non-profit making
basis after the Modules are
finnalised by the Unesco Institute.
Dr. N. K. Ambasht wanted to know
if there was a module on
Psychology of adult learning and
how was it different from
psychology of Child iearfing.

contd. on next pg.
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Cabinet okays scholarships to minority students

The government has decided
to give 20,000 merit-cum-means
scholarships annually to students
belonging to minority communities
for pursuing professional and
technical courses in a bid to better
their economic condition.

A meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs,
chaired by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, approved the
implementation of the scheme for
those students who fulfil the merit-
cum-means criteria in under-
graduate and post-graduate
institutions, finance minister
P. Chidambaram told
mediapersons.

Minority communities were
identified as Muslims, Christians,
Buddhists, Sikhs and Parsis. The
total number of scholarships for
the Sikhs in different states is
1853. Of these, they would get
1540 in Punjab, 124 in Haryana,
87 in Rajasthan, 23 in
Maharashtra, 22 in Jammu and
Kashmir and 16 in Madhya
Pradesh.

The centrally-sponsored
scheme will be launched during
the current financial year and the
incurring recurring expenditure in
the 11th Plan period would be
Rs 761.69 crore, of which 30 per
cent would be reserved for girl
students.

The scholarships would be of
two types - maintenance and

maintenance scholarship would be
for a period of 10 months at the
rate of Rs 1000 per month for
hostelers. The course fee would
be Rs 20,000 per annum or the
actual fee, whichever is less.

State governments and union
territory administrations would
implement the scholarships, he
said.

Chidambaram said the course
fees for such students taking
admission in institutions like [ITs,
[IMs, NITs and AlIMS would be fully
reimbursed even if it was more
than Rs 20,000. The list of such
eligible institutes is 50.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
gave its approval for the extension
of the Centrally sponsored
Swayamsidha scheme for one
year upto March 31, 2008. The
CCEA also gave the permission
to utilise the funds to the tune of
Rs 27.81 crore available under the
scheme as on March 31, 2007
during the extended period.

The extension of time would
ensure the completion of
unfinished tasks in order to sustain
outcomes of the project.

The Cabinet gave its approval
for signing the bilateral investment
promotion and Protection
Agreement with Iceland. This
agreement would increase
investments between the two
countries and shall be in force for

contn. from prev. pg.

Mrs. Glanz said that they have not
gone deeply into the psychological
issues. Dr. J. P. Dubey asked
questions relating to availability of
technological hardware, vocational
programmes, other problems
identified while conducting pilot
testing in Uganda. She replied that
in Africa access to technology
was limited and down loading was
slow. She also informed that
translation of the course in different
languages was allowed.
Dr. A. Mathew wanted to know who
could organise the course and if

there was provision for
certification. She replied that
educational institutions like

universities can organise the
course and they could
design their own certification.
Sh. Mustag Ahmed wanted some
success stories/successful
models of literacy programmes to
be included in the course. She
agreed with his proposal.

In his presidential address
Prof. K. C. Choudhary (Chancellor
IIALE) appreciated this effort by UIL
and felt that the presentation was
very useful to the adult educators
who participated in this
presentation. Dr. Madan Singh,
Registrar (IIALE) presented a vote
of thanks on his own behalf and
on behalf of IALE. He said that
the concept of E-literacy was
being discussed in the country
and that we were looking forward
to the introduction of such a
course in India.

course fee. Explaining it, a period of 10 years. D
Chidambaram  said the 0
The greater our kmowledge increases, the more our ignorance unfolds.
- John ¥ Kennedy
IAEA Newsletter 2 July 2007
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= "eRor ss""nzl) L DEVEL“OPMENT‘?'ROG E
""FOR'ADULT EDUCATORS "' |

“NOVEMBER 12- 1‘7 3007

(Based on two: Innovative Leaming Packages = PALDIN (Participatory Adult Leaming Docurmentation and's mformat.ron‘
Networkmg) déveloped:by Jawaharal Nehru Universityand:the- ed:temcy Qoumeof the, UNESCO Institute for- ufe!ong
Leammg, Hamburg) noitiditani ne 1o |

; “Asix days residential workshdp for the caf)aclty burfdmg of Aduit Educafors specréﬁy Programme ‘Coordinators, f

Project Officers! Lesturers, Readers working at State Resource Centers, Jan Shikshan Santhans, University Departments :
0? Adulti Education; Gevernment; and Nan-Goyernmental Organisations. will be organized Jamﬂy by.the. Integnational .
Institute-of. Adult, and Lifelong, Education;, Group: of /Adult; Education . of - Jawaharlal Nehru University and National
Documentatlon Centre - Indian Adult Education Assec:atmn at New Delhl dunng I>|overnber 12-17, 2007, ;

i Background: Several national and mternatlonal organlzatlons Viz; Natlonal theracy Mss§|0n of Govemmenl of India, |
Universny Grants Commrssmn and the UNESCO have repeatedry h‘ghllghted the need and lmponance ‘of organizing |
Capacity building programme forthe staff woﬁ-:lng in different Adult Education organizations. While the National Literacy '
‘\ﬂlssnon has designed a ten days training’programme for the grassrool level workers (Preraks), there'is no Professional |
Development Programme for programe coordinators/ managers wha shoulderithe main respensibility: of corganizing the |
Programme.In the absence of such programme,their professional input.is iconfined to the project related guidelines. i

| Apart from the national initiative, .at. international, level, the UNESCO Instltute for L:fe!ong Learning has also
desugned an e-literacy course comprising of four rnodules for The progmm managers whlch may be \»'eryr useful for the
Adult Educators.

| Aims and Objectives: The broad aims of the workshop will be to introduce thie o infiovative courses viz: PALDIN |
lfeammg Package and!thece-literacy course, to the participantsand-erient them-about the contents and get thelr
feedback;, Specific objectives, of the workshop will be as follows: .

. »4. Todiscuss -the. recent policies ;and.- deveqopmems iR the fleld of Aciult :‘L:felong Learning at natlonal and!

Intemational levels; ;. | |
2., To examine the, role cf Infonnanon and Cemmunlcauon techno!ogles |n Adult Contmumg Educatlonlefelong
Leaming;
3. .To Jimpart knowledge and skllis related Jlo process documentatlon networklng and Information Orgamsauon and
e Managémen( ' :
/e ) explore the possnb:tihes ;5)' tranélatihg the matehals into reg:onai languages :

5. To develop a simplified version of Ieammg package for grassﬁoot level workers, especraﬂy Preraks.

“The workshop will be transacted threugh lectures by experts, discassions, review of Selected rhodiiles of e- hteracr
Course and PALDIN and group work. :
| Registration & other details: 'The course will be partly>subsidized by the Indian-Adult Education Assodiation
and: partly-self financed by the participants:The participation in the workshop, will belimited to the. first thirty,
Participants who send the full registration fee of Rs.3000 (Three thousand only) by damnnd draft made in
the name of Registrar, International Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, payable at New Delhi.

The participation fee includes twin sharing accommodation and all :he meals and conference matenals Theu
Participants will meet their travel cost.

All the participants will receive a set of two volumes of PALDIN Leaming package (comprising of four hundred pages.
Of course materials along with a CD) .A certificate of participation will be given to the participantswhosattend the full
Gourse and comply with the course requirement by the International Institute of Adult and lifelong Learmng and the
UNESCO INSTITUTE FOR LIFELONG LEARNING.

‘ Course Director and Faculty: The course will be coordinated by F'rof SY Shah Hon. Dwector HALE andq

eonducted with the help of fifteen course writers and eminent experts from national and imtérnatiohal organizations.|
Application Procedure: Interested persons may apply on plain paper giving the name, desighatian: and affi cial
3ddress (including telephone ,and emailjalong with the-Baakdraft forRs.; 3000 i0.Br; Madan .Singh. Registrar,
ﬁ\tematlonal Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, 17-B, |.P.Estate, New De!hn -110002 shou’ld reach Iatest by 30th
October, 2007.

_——
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fi Nehru and Tagore Literacy Awards ;
Recommendations Invited

The Indian Adult Education Association (IAEA) invites recommendations for 2007 Nehru and Tagore
Literacy Awards for outstanding contributions towards promotion of literacy, adult education and continuing
education by an individual or an institution.

The Nehru Literacy Award instituted in 1968. Recognizes the services of individuals or institutions
who have done meritorious work in promotion of literacy and adult education in the country.

The Tagore Literacy Award instituted in 1987, recognizes those individuals or institutions who have
made a significant contributions towards promotion of adult education among women, creating awareness
among them and improving their social and economic status.

The awardees will be selected from a panel of names recommended by NLMA, DAE, NIEPA,
NCERT, UGC, TLC/PLP/CE Districts, State Education Departments, State Resource Centres,
Universities, Members of IAEA and other educational bedies of national level.

The following types of work will be considered for the Awards:

1 Literacy work among non-literates.

2 Post-Literacy and Continuing Education work for neo-literates.

3. Continuing Education and Extension work.

4 Organizational work, and

5 Innovative teaching devices and improved teaching materials developed.

In assessing the merits of individuals institutions for the awards, the extent to which new initiatives
have been taken and the extent to which new initiatives have been taken and the extent to which the
work done can be taken as model for replication will be taken into consideration.

The individual or institution recommended for the Award must have already put up at least five years
of continuous work in the field of adult and continuing education.

Thirty individuals and three institutions have received Nehru Literacy Award uptil now. The institutions
which have received the Awards are Karnataka State Adult Education Council (1970), Bombay City
Social Education Committee (1983), and National Literacy Mission (1999).

One male and thirteen women adult educators have been honoured with Tagore Literacy Awards
since 1987.

Each award carries a plaque a shawl, a citation and Rs. 21,000 in cash.

Last date for receipt of recommendations of prescribed Performa for Nehru and Tagore Awards is
August 31, 2007, (which can be photocopied).

For further information contact:

DR. MADAN SINGH

GENERAL SECRETARY

IAEA, 17-B, INDRAPRASTHA ESTATE,

NEW DELHI-110002

Fax. 23378206

E-Mail: iaeca@vsnl.com, dc_iaea@yahoo.co.in and info@iiale.org

\ Website: iiale.org, iaea-india.org o

IAEA Newsletier 4 July 2007


mailto:aea@vsni.com
mailto:iaea@vahoo.co.in
mailto:info@iiale.org

#§ INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 9
17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-110002
RECOMMENDATION FOR
NEHRU LTIERACY AWARD/TAGORE LITERACY AWARD
{Where space is insufficient, kindly use separate sheet(s)}
Year 2007
1. Name and address of the Member/Department/Organization making recommendation
2. Name of the worker or institution recommended for the Award
3. Designation of worker (if recommended)
4. The nature of work, the recommendee has been doing in the following fields:
a. Literacy work among non-literates
b. Post-Literacy work for neo-literates
c. Continuing Education work
d. Organizational work
e. Innovative Teaching Devices  and Improved Teaching Material

Introduced
f. Awareness creation among Women and Improving their social and economic status

5. The nature and description of the outstanding work done by the
recommendee,

(This description should please be put in separately under the category mentioned under 4 above. It should
show the percentage of results, the number made literates, methods used for motivating the volunteers and
adults to participate in adult education programme, the ability of the worker to understand and handle
difficulties encountered in the programme and new initiatives undertaken which can be considered as model
for replication).

6. The Iength_of period, the retfommendee has: (a) already spent in the field of adult education and (b)
the period for which the recommendee is likely to continue the
work.

4 Any additional information

kDate: Signature of the recommending JﬁmthorityjJ
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[ .9 oril e2blorl noiisdube disziiol )
. INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

s '17-B. Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-110002 .

I NO TICE!

Y. WA compiete and correct ‘List of Members E!|g1ble to Vote’ in forthcomlng elections of the Council
|- “and_ Executive Committee of IAEA shall be published on Monday the 3rd September 2007. The

= authentic.copy of the list:will be available for inspection by any-member:in the office of indlan Adult
Educatron Assocration dunng office hours on'any workmg day after publlcatlon '

' If thére is any incorrect entry in such list the General Secretary shall makeheCéssary correction
in the list, if it is brought to. his notice;in; writing-on-or, before 18th-September 2007.

111+ The objection, if any, will be decided by the General Secretary on 20th September 2007 and final
‘hst wnl be publlshed on 20th September2007 at'17.00 hrs.

LRI

An appeal may be made to the PreSIdent ‘whose decrsmn 'shall be F nal.”

’ (DR.'MADAN 'SINGH)

_General ‘Secretary

{1 NIB. e The me‘mbers enrolled #ill,19-02-2006..are entitled to participate in the elections.

' by The fma! list Hay be obtamed on CD or hard copy on.a payment of Rs. 250/- after 1st
October. 20 T
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Holistic education holds the key

Education has gradually become

an economic endeavour, linking

degrees with jobs. Economic
considerations have assumed
overriding importance and are the
only target to be achieved.

This type of education has
played an important role in
transforming business
establishments into giant industrial-
economic houses and in building
multinational corporations.
Education has become a
commodity for trading along with
services. It has been generating the
highest revenue since the general
agreement on trade and services.

The new generation of
academic places are not limited

by institutional boundaries.
Communication is rapid and a
world of virtual reality is being
made learner-oriented. Lifelong
learning is now an occupation.
Economic interconnectedness of
nations, proliferation of corporate
culture and transnational impact
of multinationals are affecting
human existence. World money
markets have been linked through
giant banking firms.

The trend is to serve the
consumers, backed by the
philosophy that individuals come
first. This has resulted in the
emergence of global multicultural
values. A fun culture has seeped
into the domains of education and

work, resulting in acculturation and
missing work culture.

In a nutshell, a consumer-
driven world of make-believe, the
fuelling of individual aspirations
and a ruthless strife for
achievement seem to be the order
of the day. The inclusion of

“education in the services sector

places students as consumers
and the onus is on the education
system to serve them. It is time
to sit back and think as to how to
serve the current educational
needs of individuals, help society
through this technological era and
sustain a human face to make this
world a better place to live in.
contd. on last pg.

Open School launches online admissions

The National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS) has launched its
online admission facility — Ni-On
— enabling direct interaction with
its learners to ensure better
support services for them.

“This unique facility available
for the first time in any open
learning system in India will
facilitate the learners in directly
accessing NIOS. It will also help
us in reaching people in remote
areas and those from marginalised
social groups and communities. It
will definitely lead to a rapid
increase in the number of learners
getting enrolled with us,” said
NIOS Chairman M.C. Pant at a
press conference.

Union Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun Singh
launched the new facility.

admission to NIOS, the online
facility will help in obtaining
“quality” data about students —
an area where there have been
some complaints in the past.
“Unlike the traditional mode of
admission where we operate
through different academic and
vocational study centres, with the
new system NIOS will establish a
direct linkage with the learners
and provide them a bouquet of
choices for entering and leaving
the Open Learning System
according to their requirements.
The online admission facility is
very learner-centric. We will get
error-free student records and
other problems that some
learners tend to face with the
conventional mode, like travelling
long distances and harassment,
will be taken care of,” said NIOS

Under the Ni-On project, NIOS
has developed three streams of
online admissions for meeting the
needs of different groups of its
potential learners. Explaining the
concept, Mr. Pant said: “Under
stream one, all the learners can
access NIOS online through our
website for seeking admission.
The choice of study centres will
be purely that of the learners. The
second stream has been
designed to save a year of all
those who have been
unsuccessful in different
recognised education Boards in
the previous academic session.
These students can seek online
admission and appear in the
October-November exam this year
whose results will be declared by
December 2007 to ensure that
their precious year is not wasted.”

An “additional advantage” along ;
with the conventional mode of Secretary D.S. Bist. 0
IAEA Newsleiter 8 July 2007



Technical education needs proactive links to industry

It is well known that our
government-led technical
education has got isolated from
industry over the years. While
industry moved ahead on the
strength of foreign technology,
technical education stagnated.
Many initiatives were tried to get
the two entities closer: State
Councils of S&T; get-togethers
with industry associations:
publicity; consultancy cells and
foundations; incubator parks; and
venture funds.

The results were insignificant.
Massive privatisation of education
in recent years has again not
helped. What has multiplied
exponentially are only numbers,

with the impact on quality being

marginal.

In today’s situation, when
industry can pick up and ally with
the best in the world, it would be
foolish to expect industry to
stretch itself and take on the
headaches of driving radical
change in technical education.
Super-bigwigs like Infosys, Wipro
and Tatas will certainly find
solutions for themselves — with in-
house schools; specialised
training; and global exposure. Itis
the medium and small players who
will pay the price.

In such a backdrop, it is for
education to stretch its hand out
and get closer to industry. What
is also important is that solutions
must be doable in the current
socio-economic environment. But
we must not forget that our dream
of joining the global club of
developed nations hinges on this
vital bridge.

There is acute shortage of
faculty, with 30 per cent vacancies
at Professor levels even in
prestigious institutions like the IITs.
The inability of facilities,
laboratories and courses to keep
pace has escalated the gap with
the world. Anchored to the past,
our system continues to focus on
theory and rote. There is no link
to real life. Application figures
nowhere.

A proactive link with industry
is the only solution. Besides
keeping syllabus up to date and
faculty abreast with the latest
technology, closeness is bound to

flower into research and
development for fighting
competition.

A beginning can be made with
frequent, small-group (preferably
one-to-one) social contact. This is
the foundation of any positive
relationship. Familiarity leads to
sharing of knowledge, experiences
and finally problems.

Towards this end, we must
identify, discipline-wise, half-a-
dozen willing and progressive
businesses in the vicinity. Don’t go
for CEO’s and other top
designations. Zero in on Senior
Managers. Pro-activeness and
ability to spare time must decide.

Arrange short get-togethers of
faculty with them. Be humble in
presentations. Seek support.
Follow up with visits to industry.
During interaction, identify a
couple of small quick, projects,
wherein your knowledge-input can
yield positive benefits.

Think carefully and send a
brief proposal, with scope, time-

frame, and expected results
clearly spelt out. Ensure timely
delivery — no excuses. Mutual
confidence in delivery is critical for
permanent bridges. Costs should
be a minor consideration for the
first few projects. Success with a
few projects will set the ball rolling
forever.

The recent report of the
Mashelkar Committee
emphasises the utmost necessity
of conformance to Standards and
quality in every domain. We all
know that our problem is not more
Standards — 14,000 Standards
issued by BIS are operative.
Our national problem is
enforcement.

Nation-wide enforcement of
increasingly tighter emission
norms for the auto-sector from
1890 onwards is an excellent
guide to compliance. The gigantic
task was handled smoothly and
cost-effectively by splitting the
responsibility between existing
institutions, who had the
organisation and could muster the
marginal investments required on
their own. A similar approach has
been adopted recently by BIS in
permitting private labs to become
Assaying Centres for Hallmarking
of gold jewellery.

Institutions of higher technical
education can easily undertake
responsibility for conformance to
BIS/ISO Standards for products
made in-their vicinity. Expertise
and basic facilities exist. Mustering
resources for special labs should
pose no problem. Besides
addressing a national priority, this
initiative will become a gateway to

contd. on next pg:
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Mobile'schools for Delhi’s pooracr |
children coming
“Two buses have been presented by-UNICEF -

Children of sex workers poor
migrant fabouréers and ‘siim”
dwellers in the Capital will soon
be able to avail themselves of |
primary educatlon near then".‘,.
TWO buses that have_
been presented by the Un]tecl :
Nations International Children’s '

homes.

Education Fund (UNICEF) will be
introduced “as mobile” primary
schools by the Deihi' Gevernment

in July under its-“Sarva 'Shiksha"

Abhiyan”.

These buses would travel 'to_'
the Swami Shraddhanand Marg

where a number of chﬂdren of sex

workers live. A real classro_om :

these buses would come
equipped with seats for children,
a black-board, a computer and a

library stocked wuth ch:ldrens'

books

They would also have a small
toilet. These buses would be big

enough for taking about 60
children in one batch:”

.Delhi_Education Mlmster,'
Ar_wnder_ Singh Lovely said since

there are no schools in the red

light. areas, these buses would
seek to promote education among

the children living there. ,

While they would also travel
to. various. slums_and colonies
inhabited by poor

concentrate on educating children
living in this Central district area.

- Eaeh mebile. . school would
have -a teacher,.a peon .and a
computer operator. The
computers would. be used. for
educating the. children through
educative-matefial prepared for

migrant.
labourers, . they  would  primarily

the Computer—Alded Learnmgl-
‘also for~

Programme ‘as
entertaining . the chndren
“Cartoon fllms songs vldeo
games ‘and”’ rnformatlve

programmes would also be shown'

to the children on the computer
ThIS would famnlanse them wnth

the' educatlon process and that_
would encourage their parents to"
formal

enroll them for
schooling at'a’ Iater stage”, Mr.
Lovely said. """ -

“'The ‘childrén’ coming to these

mobile schools will also be served
meals free of cost. This’ would'
be another mcentwe for them to
stay involved with the education
process. For us this is important
as we 'want to bring these children
into the' rnamstream the Mlnls{er
said.

~ To begln with, the Education

Department would be operating '
both the ‘buses ‘at its own’

expense. The two 'buses' are
expected’ to''be ‘received’in a
fortnight. “Fhereafter ‘the novel

scheme will ‘be’[aunched for the®

benefit of a'large number of poor
ohltdren 0

contn. from prev pg
much-needed mvolvement w;th
local :ndustry

Thess initiatives colld sét thé
ball of change rolling. But
remeémber, building bndges on
weak soil is never easy. It will

stretch management courage and-

resilience to the hilt. But pursued

with sensitivity, it can also set off

a spiral cham—reaotlon and'deliver
results. " [:] -
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R.N.L. 53577 /1991

TRAI sets up consumer education,
protection fund

TRAI on Friday announced
setting up of a Telecom
Consumers Education and
Protection Fund to educate and
inform the consumers about their
rights and discourage operators to
charge in excess, while shifting
from one tariff plan to the other.

As per TRAI estimates
telecom companies have about
Rs 10 crore undisbursed amount
accumulated over last 10 years.

TRAI has considered those
cases when the number of those
subscribers to whom the refund
is due are numerous, the service
providers may find it difficult to
trace the consumers to refund the
excess amount.

The fund will prevent unjust or
undue enrichment of such service

providers and educate consumers
by utilising the excess amount
charged from them, a TRAI
statement said.

There will be a committee for
making recommendations to the
Authority for utilisation of the
amount.

The Fund will undertake
programmes to educate
consumers about various
measures taken by the Central
Govemment or TRAI for protecting
their interests, besides organising
seminars, symposia and
workshops on the subject.

It will also conduct studies and
market research projects, either
directly or through specialised
agencies on matters safeguarding
the interests of consumers. 0
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There is all the more need to
come back to holistic education.
The increased importance of
curricula, including basic sciences
and humanities, cannot be
sidetracked. We should create
opportunities for the youth in
particular and society at large
through community based projects
and activities. Mere facts packaged
in the form of knowledge will not
serve the purpose. We need to
avoid mediocrity, provide direction
with vision and unite everybody to
agree to work towards it. We should
create opportunities to promote new
channels, facilitate multi-disciplinary
education and sow the seeds of
innovation, making education self-
accountable to meet the challenges
of the future. Providing more space
to education is the need of the hour
and the domain of higher education
should encompass creativity of rare

depth. ]
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‘Educational system needs overhaul’
Call for involvement of corporates

If the current boom in the IT
and |TeS industry is to continue
for another decade, the
8ducational system needs a series
of changes, says the National
Association of Software and
Service Companies (Nasscom)
President, Kiran Karnik.

Mr. Karnik said there should
be changes in the current
Curricuium &nd syllabi. It also
Needed to he updated with the
INtroduction of new courses to
Meet the future demand. Nasscom
Was in the process of identifying
the gaps in the curriculums, he
Added.

He wanted the education to be
| Privatised and called for the
INvolvement of corporates in the
Universities. Nasscom, along with
the Ministry of Human Resource
DEmak:qc;mem (MHRD), plans to
Set up new |!'Ts (Indian Institute of
Information Technology), finishing
Schools, and extend Nasscom
Assessment of Competence
NAC) to the IT services sector.

The IT body had taken the

'Tlployment pyramid approach to
Understand the industry's skills
\"--.._

requirements and create specific
education and development
accordingly. The base of the
pyramid represented simple
technical skills (including entry
level jobs in the BPO industry and

vocational jobs like networking and
hardware maintenance).

The middle stood for skills,
which were the mainstream and
account for the majority of the

contd. on pg. 5
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ANNOUNCEMENT "

The Indian Adult Education Association - in collaboration with Shri Gajanan
Shikshan Sanstha's College of Engineering, Shegaon-444203, District Buldhana
(Maharashtra) is organising its 56" All India Adult Education Conference from
Decembg ., 2007.

The theme of the Conference is "An approach to the Xith Five Year Plan in
context of adult and lifelong learning® opportunities.

The venue of the Conference is Shri Gajanan Shikshan Sanstha’'s College
of Engineering, Shegaon-444203, District Buldhana (Maharashtra). The lodging
arrangements have been made in nearby guesthouses.

The Railway Board has already granted rail concession of 25% in lind
Class sleeper for non-governmental delegates attendmg the Conference. The
forms are available on request.

_ Delegation fee of Rs. 250/- and the subsidized boarding and lodging charges
of Rs. 500/- to be borne compuisorily by the delegates may please be sent to
the Association (not to the host organization) by November 15" 2007 through
Bank Draft in favour of "Indian Adult Education Association" payble at New Delhi.

Members are advised to secure reservation for their return journey well in
advance before proceeding to Shegaon from their starting station itself as it will
be very difficult to seek rail reservation on arrival in Shegaon.

Members are requested to attend the Conference and send their confirmation
by November 15, 2007, endorsing a copy of the letter to Dr. D. G. Wakde,
Principal, Gajanan Maharaj College of Engineering, Shegaon 444203, District
Buldhana, Maharashtra.

Keenly looking forward for an early reply.

DR. MADAN SINGH

L General Secretary J
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UN declares 2 October, Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday as International

The United Nations General
Assembly on 15 June decided to
observe the International Day of
Non-Violence each year on 2
October- the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, who helped lead
India to independence and inspired
movements for civil rights and
freedom across the world.

Bearing in mind that non-
violence, tolerance, full respect for
all human  rights and
fundamental freedoms for all,
democracy, development, mutual
understanding and respect of
diversity are interlinked and
mutually reinforcing, it invited all
Member States, United Nations
organizations, regional and non-
governmental organizations and
individuals to commemorate the
Intemational Day in an appropriate

The government’s proposal to
bring forward a new law to regulate
madrasas across the country
comes not a moment too soon.
The National Commission for
Minority Educational Institutions
has reportedly submitted a draft
of the proposed Central Madrasa
Board Act, 2007, to the Human
Resource Development Ministry,
seeking to create a Central
Madrasa Board (CMB) along the
lines of the CBSE, with a fund, so
that all Indian seminaries can be
brought under one roof. It is a
shame that Muslims here have a
raw deal when it comes to
education. Literacy rates among
Muslim men are a good 10 per
cent below the national average

Day of Non-Violence

manner and to disseminate the
message of non-violence,
including through education and
public awareness.

The assembly further
requested the Secretary-General
to recommend ways and means
by which the United Nations
system and the Secretariat could,
within existing resources, assist
Member States in organizing
activities to commemorate the
Day.

Introducing the text, Anand
Sharma, India’s Minister of State
for External Affairs, said the idea
of promoting the resolution
originated from the Declaration
adopted in January 2007 by the
“International Conference on
Peace, Non-Violence and
Empowerment. — Gandhian

Mainstreaming madrasas

while Muslim woinen fare no
better.

Reforms in the madrasa
curricuium and system are long
overdue and programmes like the
CMB — if carried out with strong
community involvement — could
make a major difference. All the
more so since it will be set up
through an Act of Parliament and
will be free from the hassles of
State control. There is obviously
no alternative to radical reforms
in madrasas for modernising their
syllabus and introducing science,
technology and other subjects.
This is crucial for preparing
students for jobs in sectors like
IT, manufacturing, services sector
and the media. It's doubtful if any

Philosophy in the 21t Century’,
which articulated a collective
yearning to address hunger and
poverty. He said the wide co-
sponsorship of the draft resolution
reflected the universal respect that
Mahatma Gandhi commanded,
noting that his mode of non-
violence brought down colonialism
and inspired leaders such as
Badshah Khan. The draft was
simple but significant, reaffirmind
the universal relevance of the
principle of non-violence.
Promoting non-violence in such @
manner would significantly
contribute to the realization of the
goals set out in the 1999 United
Nations Declaration and
Programme of Action on a Culturé
of Peace. 5

two madrasas in the subcontinent
offer the same syllabus, and even
these invariably tend to beé
outdated. The quality of science
education in Urdu schools, for
instance, is evidently poor and i$
made worse by the paucity of texts
and supporting popular sciencé
iiterature available in the language:
Is it any wonder then that many of
these institutions becomé
factories that churn out largé |
numbers of maulvis, only a few of |
whom qualify for any job? |
Madrasa students must bé
encouraged to play a moré
constructive and socially engaged
role in their capacity as would-b®
‘religious specialists’. This wil
widen their career options, an
contd. on next pg
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PMO wants new package for higher education to be given priority

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has asked Union HRD
Minister Arjun Singh to cut down
Central funding for primary
€ducation in order to spare
resources for higher education for
the new package he recently
announced.

This was indicated at a meeting

Convened by the Prime Minister

to discuss the financial aspects
of this package.

Besides expanding and
funding the universities’ intake and
infrastructure capacities, the
Package envisages setting up of
16 new Central universities all
Over the country and 355 colleges
in  educationally backward
districts.

Since this would require funds
in addition to the HRD'’s approved
budgetary allocation, the Prime
Minister’s Office has suggested a
Cut in central funding for primary
education, including the Sarva
Shiksha Abhyjan. The move is
being opposed by the HRD
Minister Arjun Singh, sources said.

Apart from Arjun Singh,
Finance Minister P Chidambaram
and Finning Commission Deputy
Chairman Montek Singh Ahluwalia
attended the meeting.

A day earlier, both the Finance
Minister and Ahluwalia had told
Arjun Singh to ask the State
Governments to hike their share
in primary education, including
Sarva Shiksha Abhijyan (8SA), so
that the fund saved could be

recycled for the expansmn of
higher education.

Education experts believe that
while Arjun Singh will have to
negotiate with the State
Governments to increase their
share of funding to SSA and
primary education, the issue will
create a major problem as the
States had already rejected the
move earlier during last December
National Development Council
meeting.

Presently, the ratio is fixed at
75:25; the Centre funds 75 percent
of the cost and the State
Governments 25 per cent.
However, despite the Planning
Commission and Finance Ministry
having already sent repeated
feelers to both the HRD and the
State Governmenis to hike their
share and make it 50:50, the
request was resisted and ignored.

While the Union Government
may not immediately disturb the
seven Northeastern States
because of their economic
backwardness, the Finance
Ministry is set to axe out 25 per
cent more for other and strongly
recommended a 50:50 ratio,
sources said.

Incidentally, both the Prime
Ministerial package and the next
plan target have focused a high
growth model in higher education,
which would require a fund-
starved Government to spend a
huge amount.

Even increasing the education
cess from 2 to 3 per cent in this
year budget may not suffice, though
the Government is expected to
gamer Rs 10,393 crore from last
year's Rs 8,746 crore.

Under the scheme of things,
the State-Governments will have
to take major initiatives to increase
number of universities.

Under the present budgetary
provision, the fund allotted for
higher education (university and
higher education) is only Rs
3892.57 crore which is not only
irsufficient but grossly inadequate
for any meaningful expansion of
higher education both at general
and science faculty level.

And if the X1th Plan targets
and Prime Minister's package have
to be implemented, some serious
thinking is required on as to how
the central funding for higher
education can be taken to much
higher level.

Sources said, during the
meeting , the Prime Minister also
has worked out details of finances
at preliminary level for meeting
higher targets in higher education.

O
contn. from prev. pg.
narrow the distance between the
ulema and the ‘modern’ educated
Muslims, besides helping to
empower marginalised sections of
the community. Once that gets
underway, a new grassroot-based
community leadership will
hopefully emerge. )

I wake up every morning at mine and grab for the morning paper.
If my name is not on it, I get up.

page.

Then I look, at the obituary

@Benjamin Trankfin

—
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The executive committee of
IAEA, Kerala State Branch
planned to conduct variety of
programmes for the year 2007-
08.

Discussion groups, seminar
on innovative programmes in
Continuing Education Income
Generating Programmes,
Membership Campaign,
observation of International
Literacy Day 2008,Competitions
for public and students were
planned for 2007-08.

State level Seminar on Adult
& Continuing Education, College

\

IAEA, Kerala State Branch Plans Different
Programmes for 2007-08

=

level programmes workshop for
functionaries of C.E. etc. were
the major programmes/activities
suggested.

Sub committees were also
formed to monitor the
programmes. It was also
decided to organize a State
Level Conference during the
year to strengthen the continuing
education programme in the
state. Dr. K.S. Pillai chaired the
meeting and Dr. V. Reghu,
Secretary welcomed the
members. Dr. Kerala Sreemathi,
Joint Secretary proposed vote of
thanks.

w

‘Most women in

our B-school are

semi-literate’

Mann Deshi Udyogini (MDU)
in Maharashtra is a rare kind of
business school: It's a B-school
for rural women. Chetna Gala
Sinha, founder of MDU, whose
innovative approach was recently
listed alongside Harvard and
Fuqua School of Business in the
Financial Times' latest ranking of
the best B-schools in the world,
speaks to Abhay Vaidya:

Q: What prompted you to
establish a B-school for rural
women?

Since 1997 we had been
providing micro-finance to a
number of poor women through
our rural cooperative bank for
wormen — the Mann Deshi Mahila
Sahakari Bank Ltd.  One
enthusiastic woman, a semis
literate vegetable vendor would

keep pestering us for know-how
on wholesale business, where to
get supplies from; how to grow
her business. We decided to help
her and that set us thinking that
there were other enterprising
women like her who needed help.
Our B-school, the Mann Deshi
Udyogini (MDU), was launched in
December 2006 with a Rs 7 lakh
grant from HSBC. It is located at
Vaduj near Satara.

Q: What kind of training does
the school offer?

Our entire operation is centred
around the rural woman, her
compulsions, situation and
circumstances. Our courses have
no pre-qualification criteria for
enrolment and any woman can
join a course on any given day.
They range from improving feed

quality for milch cattle and
deworming goats to marriage
photography, selling cellphone
recharge coupons, lamination of
deity pictures and screen printing
letter-heads, visiting cards and
marriage invitation cards. Since
fast food has become popular in
rural areas, we offer courses in
making spicy chutneys for wada-
pav sellers and setting up fast-food
stalls.

Our courses on confidence
building and financial literacy; bag-
making, a two-hour biweekly
session on spoken English (Rs 10
per session) and basic computer
skills are immensely popular.

Our biggest challenge is how
to meet the huge demand for
such courses in rural areas. Also,
our curriculum and training has to
be innovative, low-cost and
graphics-driven as most of the
women are semi-literate. Another
of our challenges is to involve the
men so that they cooperate with
their women, don't feel left out and
insecure.

Q: What are your future
plans?

There is a high demand for
maintaining hygiene in rural areas
so we are planning to introduce a
course on various aspects of
hospital hygiene management in
association with a big regional
hospital. We have also received
funding from a non-resident Indian
IT entrepreneur to launch a micro-
business school on wheels. This
will soon be launched in
Karnataka. This school will be
serviced with a modified, self-
contained mini-bus which will have
seven-eight laptops, course
materials and an electric stove for
our course on fast food. n
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INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-110002

23rd July, 2007
NOTICE

A complete and correct ‘List of Members Eligible to Vote’ in forthcoming
elections of the Council and Executive Committee of IAEA shall be published
on Monday the 3rd September 2007. The authentic copy of the list will be
available for inspection by any member in the office of Indian Adult Education
Association during office hours on any working day after publication.

If there is any incorrect entry in such list the General Secretary shall
make necessary correction in the list, if it is brought to his nofice in writing
on or before 18th September 2007.

The objection, if any, will be decided by the General Secretary on 20th
September 2007 and final list will be published on 20th September 2007 at
17.00 hrs.

An appeal may be made to the President, whose decision shall be final.

N.B. - The members enrolled till 19-02-2006 are entitled to participate
in the elections.
- The final list may be obtained on CD or hard copy on a
2 payment of Rs. 250/- after 1st October 2007. )

DR. MADAN SINGH
General Secretary

contn. from pg. 1

existing shortage in the industry.
The top of the pyramid,
represented high-end technology
skills (in areas such as bio-
informatics, embedded software,
product architecture, DSP, VLSI,
program management and
multimedia convergence), which
were niche today.

Mr. Karnik said one of the
biggest human-power challenges
faced at the level of higher-end
education was the paucity of
Ph.Ds and research scientists.

At present, post-graduate
education was lagging behind
undergraduate leaming, with barely
a handful of takers for the top-of-
the-line Ph.D programmes.

He said Nasscom and the IT
industry along with HRD Ministry
planned to launch five new liITs
based on the public-private

partnership model, by the year
2008. In the next few years, it
planned to set up around 20 llITs.

Mr. Karnik said it planned to
offer Nasscom Assessment and
Certification-Tech program (NAC-
Tech) for the BPO and IT services
sector starting this academic year.
The aim was to make NAC-Tech
an industry standard for evaluating
students aspiring to find jobs in
the technology/engineering
industries. Similarly, finishing
schools for engineering students
had also been launched.

The Chairman of Nasscom
and Vice-Chairman of Cognizant
Technology solutions, Lakshmi
Narayanan, said the IT / ITeS
industry was growing at the rate
of 30 per cent. The industry was
evolving with new technology and
innovations. Today, the industry
directly employed 1.6 million

0 System of Contract |
Teachers in Primary
Education Questioned

Human Resource Ministry’s
15-member Consultative
Committee on Primary Education
has expressed unhappiness over
the inferior quality of education.

The panel chaired by HRD
Minister Arjun Singh, and Suresh
Pachauri, Minister Personnel and
Public Grievances as ex-officio
member, expressed its
dissatisfaction over the immature
steps taken to improve the quality
of education at the primary level.

According to official sources,
the members also questioned the
process of recruitment of
teachers on contract basis for
primary education - as for
example, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyjan
(SSA) - and the way teachers at
the primary level were being
deployed for cooking mid-day
meals.

Members cutting across the
party-lines expressed doubts if the
contract-teachers could be relied
upon for imparting quality
education at the primary-level.
Incidentally, the Ministry and the
State Governments have evolved
a strategy for employing para-
teachers to meet the shortage of

staff.
il _

people and had created six million
indirect employments.

Mr. Lakshmi Narayanan said
new opportunities in other
innovative models such as
Knowledge Process Qutsourcing
were growing and captive
industries were playing an
important role in this segment.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
FOR ADULT EDUCATORS
NOVEMBER 05-10%, 2007
(Based on two Innovative Learning Packages - PALDIN (Participatory Adult Learning Documentation and Information

Networking) developed by Jawaharlal Nehru University and the e-literacy Course of the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong
Learning, Hamburg)

A six days residential workshop for the capacity building of Adult Educators specially Programme Coordinators,
Project Officers, Lecturers, Readers working at State Resource Centers, Jan Shikshan Santhans, University Departments
of Adult Education, Government and Non Governmental Organisations will be organized jointly by the International
Institute of Aault and Lifelong Education, Group of Adult Education of Jawaharlal Nehru University and National
Documentation Centre - Indian Adult Education Association at New Delhi during November 05-10, 2007.

Background: Several national and international organizations viz; National Literacy Mission of Government of
India, University Grants Commission and the UNESCO have repeatedly highlighted the need and importance of
organizing capacity building programme for the staff working in different Adult Education organizations. While the
National Literacy Mission has designed a ten days training programme for the grassroot level workers (Preraks), there
is no Professional Development Programme for programe coordinators/ managers who shoulder the main responsibility
of organizing the programme.ln the absence of such programme,their professional input is confined to the project
related guidelines. 1

Apart from the national initiative, at international level, the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning has also
designed an e-literacy course comprising of four modules for the program managers which may be very useful for the
Adult Educators.

Aims and Objectives: The broad aims of the workshop will be to infroduce the two innovative courses viz; PALDIN

Learning Package and the e-literacy course to the participants and ‘orient them about the contents and get their
feedback. Specific objectives of the workshop will be as follows:

1. To discuss the recent policies and developments in the field of Adult /Lifelong Learning at national and
International levels;

2. To examine the role of Information and Communication technologies in Adult Confinuing Education/Lifelong
Learning; ;

3. To impart knowledge and skills related to process documentation, networking and Information Organisation and
Management;

4. To explore the possibilities of translating the materials into regional languages;

5. To develop a simplified version of learning package for grassroot level workers, especially Preraks.

The workshop will be transacted through lectures by experts, discussions, review of selected modules of e-literacy
course and PALDIN and group work.

Registrativn & other details: jl‘lje course will be partly subsidized by the Indian Adult Education Association
and partly self financed by the participants. The participation in the workshop will be limited to the first thirty
participants who send the full registration fee of Rs.3000 (Three thousand only) by demand draft made in
the name of Registrar, International Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, payable at New Delhi.

The participation fee includes twin sharing accommodation and all the meals and conference materials. The
participants will meet their travel cost.

All the participants. will receive' a set of two volumes of PALDIN Learning package (comprising of four hundred
pages of course materials along with a CD). A certificate of participation will be given to the participants who attend
the full course and comply with the course requirement by the International Institute of Adult and lifelong Learning and
the UNESCO INSTITUTE FOR LIFELONG LEARNING,

Course Director and Faculty: The course will be coordinated by Prof. S.Y. Shah, Hon. Director, lIALE and
conducted with the help of fifteen course writers and eminent experts from national and international organizations.

Application Procedure: Interested persons may apply on plain paper giving the name, designation and official
address (including telephone ,and email)along with the Bank draft for Rs. 3000 to Dr. Madan Singh, Registrar,
International Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, 17-B, |.P.Estate, New Delhi -110002 should reach latest by 30th
October, 2007.

*Change of dates of the programme from November 12-17, 2007 earlier J
ublished to November 05-10, 2007 may please be noted

IAEA Newsletter 7 August 2007
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Mobile library leaves trail of bookworms

A mobile library is changing the
lives of children in a remote village
in Uttar Pradesh. This library does
not move in a van or a car. A team
of 45 dedicated volunteers carry
books to different areas of the
block, which is about 20
kilometres from Amethi district,
and the adjoining areas on
bicycles or on foot.

Reeta, who is in her 20s, is a
volunteer with the library. On
Mondays, Thursdays and
Saturdays, children see her with
a bag full of books. She sets up
her library under the open sky, a
tree, a makeshift roof or, at times,
in the home of someone kind
enough to give her some space.

In an era where city children
just can’t seem to get enough of

television and computers and
don’t give reading a side glance,
these resource-starved village
children are growing up to love
books.

Older children get library cards
to take the books home. The
younger ones sit with their
respective librarians and read.

Reeta says that in “just two
years, there has been a stark
difference in these kids’ approach
towards books and education.
They want to read and write,
despite knowing at the end of the
day that they have to work in the
fields. They have begun to take
school seriously.”

The children get to read
storybooks, books on science,
English, history and various other

Indian Aduilt Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi - 110 002

TO

subjects. Most of the books are in
Hindi but, on demand, the
librarians get them a few English
books.

Vidyarani, a book lover, says:
“Reeta didi has been coming here
for the last two years. She
inculcated the reading habit in me.
Before that, | didn’t even know
how to write my name.”

Each library has 400 to 700
books but the librarian carries 100-
125, which are circulated. The
NGO Pratham provides the books
and pays the librarians an
honorarium of Rs 500 per
month. Sanjay Tiwari, a Pratham
volunteer in Gauriganj, says: “We
also give books free now and
then. 0]

Printed, Published & Edited by Dr. Madan Singh, General Secretary on behalf of the owner
indian Adult Education Association, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi - 110 002 Printed at
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International Literacy Day Celebrated

The President of India, Smt.
Pratibha Devisingh Patil while
Speaking on the occasion of
International Literacy Day on 8"
September 2007 said, “ | am
Confident that with the continued
efforts of the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan for children and a
revamped National Literacy
Mission for adults, Gandhi Ji's

“dream of eradicating the scourge

of illiteracy and our goal of creating
a knowledge society, will be very
Much within our reach.” She
exhorted the people to join
together to dedicate themselves
to achieving this laudable goal so
that future generations can look
back with pride on this
achievement. She emphasized
that education and literacy are of
Immense importance to India. With
this years' International Literacy
Day Theme being ‘Literacy is the
key to good health’ she said that
better education particularly for
provides greater
Qwareness about diseases and
their treatment. She added that
One of the Millennium Development
Qoals is the achievement of
Universal primary education by
S

2015 and within the context of the
goal on gender equality, the target
is to eliminate gender disparity in
education. The proportion of
women who are not literate is very

high and that concerted action will
be required if the Millennium
Development Education Targets
are to be reached by 2015.

contd. on pg. 5
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ANNOUNCEMENT 1

kDistrict Buldhana, Maharashtra.

The Indian Adult Education Association - in collaboraticn with Shri Gajanan
Shikshan Sanstha's College of Engineering, Shegaon-444203, District Buldhana
(Maharashtra) is organising its 56 All India Adult Education Conference from
December 4th to 7th, 2007.

The theme of the Conference is “An approach to the Xlth Five Year Plan
in context of adult and lifelong learning opportunities”.

One day session will be devoted to the issues related to womeri. The
venue of the Conference is Shri Gajanan Shikshan Sanstha’'s College of
Engineering, Shegaon, District .Buldhana (Maharashtra). The lodging
arrangements have been made in nearby guesthouses.

The Railway Board has already granted rail concession of 25% in lind
Class sleeper for non-governmental delegates attending the Conference.
The forms are available on request.

The subsidized boarding and lodging charges, to be borne compulsorily
by the delegates, will be Rs. 500/-. This will be in addition to the Registration
Fee of Rs. 250/.

To secure accommodation and receive reading material in time, each
delegate may kindly remit Rs. 750/- to the Association (not to the host
organization) by November 15" 2007.

Delegates are advised to secure reservation for their return journey well
in advance before proceeding to Shegaon from their starting station itself as
it will be very difficult to seek rail reservation on arrival in Shegaoen.

Delegates are requested to attend the Conference and send their
confirmation by November 15, 2007, endorsing a copy of the letter to Dr.
D. G. Wakde, Principal, Gajanan Maharaj College of Engineering, Shegaon,

-
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Backward Jharkhand forward in Muslim girl education

Jharkhand is witnessing a
quiet revolution in the education
of Muslim girls. Not only in the
manifold increase in enrolment
rates in schools across the state
but also in the quality of education
they are getting from them.

Most of these girls are from
economically poor backgrounds.
But the recent matriculation
results have shown that it has not
prevented them from leaving their
mark on the state's education
map.

Saba Firdous (15) studied in
the largely unrecognized and un-
aided ldrisia Tanzeem Urdu High
School in Hindpiri. She recently
made headlines for their
matriculation result, scoring 86
percent.

And not in a small measure
for her economic background as
well. Her father runs a paan shop.
Saba is one of the dozen poor
Muslim girls who scored

distinctions in their matriculation
exams this year.

The co-educational Idrisia
School has 1,600 students. Of
them, 70 percent are girls. “The
dropout rate of girl students is
much less than that of the boys in
our school,” said a senior teacher,
Nilu Azam.

Jharkhand High Court Lawyer,
Faizurrahman, who is actively
involved in the community’s
education movement, says this is
due to the awareness among the
girls as to what education can lead
to.

The enrolments have uniformly
increased across schools of
different categories — government
as well as minority cchools and
also better-known public schools.

“Many Muslim girls are even
studying in Christian minority
schools such as the Ursuline
Convent, St. Anne’s Convent and
the Bethesda School.

The enrolment of Muslim girls
from economically  poor
backgrounds in government
schools has gone up by over 50
percent in the last few years,” he
said.

Over 10,000 Muslim girls are
presently studying in different
schools in Ranchi city, almost
double the number five years back.

A senior member of the
Committee, under which the
Rayeen Girls’ High School on Lake
Road is run, Mohammad
Mugeem, said the school has
registered about 30 percent
increase in enrolment from class
| to X.

According to the Ranchi,
District Education Office (DEO),
there were a total of 390 students
from Class VIl to X in the 2006-07
academic session.

“The enrolment has increased
by about 20 percent this year,” a

contd. on pg. 5

Educational loans for Haryana girls
No precondition of income, caste or religion for beneficiaries

The Haryana Women
Development Corporation has
introduced a new educational loan
scheme with effect from April 1,
2007 to provide loans on easy
terms to girls. This would enable
them to get higher education in
India or abroad, Women and Child
Development Minister Kartar Devi
said here on Tuesday.

She said there would be no
precondition of income, caste or
religion for the beneficiaries of the
scheme. All girls of Haryana
domicile would be eligible. At the

State level, the scheme will be
implemented by the Managing
Director of the Haryana Women
Development Corporation and at
the district level by the District
Manager of the Haryana Women
Development Corporation and all
banks offering educational loans.
The Haryana Women
Development Corporation will pay
interest at the rate of five per cent
per year per beneficiary to the
bank concerned on behalf of the
student availing of the loan.

The Minister said applications for
the loans can be sent to any bank
offering educational loans to girls
for higher education.

According to her, the students can
exercise the option of repayment
from the first year or at the end of
the course. Repayment in case
of students who opt to repay at
the end of the course would start
in the fifth year or after the
completion of the course or
degree, whichever is earlier, as
per the provision of the scheme
run by the bank. 0
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ST workers have lowest average

years of schooling

Low level of education denies workers access to
good jobs

Low level of education and
poor access to land denies workers
access to “good jobs” in the
organised sector. Those with
poorest access to education and
land are confined mostly to casual/
manual labour with socio-religious
identity adding to their vulnerability,
according to the National
Commission for Enterprises in the
Unorganised Sector.

The Commission in a report
on “Conditions of Work and
Promotion of Livelihoods in the
Unorganised Sector,” says among
the workers in the unorganised
sector, the Scheduled Tribes have
the lowest average years of
schooling at 2.8 years, followed
by Muslims Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) at 3.8 years,
Hindu Scheduled Castes at 4.1
years and Hindu OBCs. The upper
caste Hindu workers at 8.4 years,
fared the best, The ST and SC
people are predominantly
represented in wage labour, the
Muslims are overwhelmingly
concentrated in self-employment.

The report has also found that
women workers, especially those
with lower social and educational
status, faced inherent
disadvantages and systematic
discrimination in the labour
market. Women in the
unorganised sector have poor
earnings and poor working
conditions. About 54 per cent of
the regular workers among
women are domestic workers.

The other segment of
disadvantaged workers dealt with

in the report are migrant, child
and bonded labourers. About 8-
10 per cent of the total workers
are seasonal migrants, who are
poor and take recourse to
migration as a strategy for
survival. The limited social
networks of these migrants further
increase their vulnerability in the
labour market.

The incidence of child labour
has been on the decline in the
country. However, a large
perspective of considering all out-
of-the-school children brings out
the continuing nature of child
deprivation. On the issue of
bonded labour, the report says
that since the problem is defined
by the definition of bonded labour
adopted, there was no credible
estimate of the magnitude of
bonded labour yet available. Yet,
the Commission views the
problem as huge in view-of the
overwhelming empirical evidence
arising from a number of studies
and surveys.

Agricultural workers who are
largely in the unorganised sector
are an extremely impoverished
and vulnerable group. Within this
group, agricultural labourers are
worse off than farmers as they
are characterised by extreme
poverty levels. Farmers are
slightly better off than the
labourers as they have some
capital base in land. But marginal
and small cultivators have very
little resource and also have to
supplement their incomes through

conid. on pg. 4

Ministry seeks
additional Rs. 80,000
crore

The Human Resource
Development Ministry has
demanded Rs. 80,000 crore
more than what the Planning
Commission intends to give it
in the 11" five-year plan.

The commission, in
consultation with the PMO, has
selected five areas where 70
percent of the funds in the 11"
Plan would be spent. One of
these areas is education, whose
total gross budgetary support it
proposes to increase to 18.2
percent (Rs. 2,69,600 crore)
from 7.8 percent in the 10" Plan.
But the ministry  has
demanded an additional Rs.
80,000 crore.

It wants an additional Rs.
40,000 crore for its flagship
Sarva Siksha Abhiyan and
midday meal programmes.
There is also a huge variance
between the ministry demand
and commission projection for
secondary and adult education.
Only in the area of higher
education is the difference in
projections slightly low at Rs.
15,000 crore.

The commission feels
school education should more
or less be the responsibility of
the states and private
participation should be
increased.. The ministry says
the states just don't have the
finances for such programmes
while increased private
investment will only

Lcommercialise education.
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Indira Gandhi National Open University
- (IGNOU) to organise Certificate Course for
Professional Development of Adult Educators

Need for designing and
launching of an appropriate
Professional Development
Programme (PDP) for the Adult
Education Functionaries viz.
Project Coordinators and Preraks
was being felt for a long time. In
this context, the Group of Adult
Education (GAE), Jawaharlal
Nehru University (.JNU) prepared
a learning package consisting of
thirty units in Open Distance
Learning (ODL) format. The Vice
Chancellor, IGNOU, Maidan Garhi,

New Delhi constituted a
Committee to make
recommendations on the
following.

(a) Suitability of the units
developed by GAE for launching as
a Certificate Programme for the
Project Coordinators by IGNOU.

(b) Simplification and translation
in Hindi and other regional
languages of the above Certificate
Programme for offering as a
separate Certificate Programme for
Preraks by IGNOU.

A meeting of the Committee
was held under the Chairmanship
of Prof. O.P. Misra, Pro. Vice
Chancellor, IGNOU on August 13,
2007 in the meeting room of the
IGNOU. Prof S.Y. Shah of JNU
presented the proposed plan of
certificate course for Project
Coordinators and for Preraks of
Adult Education. Other members
present in the committee were Dr.
R.K. Bhat, Director, Directorate of
Adult Education, Govt. of India, Dr.
Madan Singh, General Secretary,
Indian Adult Education
Association, Dr. Gajendra Naidu,

Head Project Facilitation Unit,
IGNOU Prof. Vijay Kumar,
Director, Department of Adult
Education, University  of
Trivendrum and Prof. Anu Aneja,
Director School of Continuing
Education, IGNOU.

Sh. Vijay Kumar suggested that
the learning package should be
translated into Hindi and other
regional languages for its use in
different parts of the country. It was
also suggested that educational
qualification in case of Preraks may

be relaxed from Master Degree to
Bachelor's Degree. These

suggestions were accepted.

The learning package
developed for the Certificate
Course will be field tested before
using it for the certificate course.
It was decided in principle to
organise (1) A Certificate
Programme for Project
Coordinators and (2) A Certificate
Programme for Preraks of Adult
Education by IGNOU. Further
announcement in this regard will
be made by IGNOU after the
formal approval of the Vice
Chancellor of that University.

contn. from pg. 3

wage labour. Their income levels
are below their consumption level
which leads to high indebtedness
among them.

The problems of farmers are
compounded by the slow down in
the agriculture sector. Farmer
needs credit to meet both
consumption needs as well as for
production purposes. Increased

12.5 pc service tax on|

pvt educational
institutions proposed

The empowered committee of
states set up by the Union
Government to deal with various
financial issues has proposed to
levy 12.5 per cent service tax on
private educational institutions in
the country.

Recently, the Union
Government had released a list
of 42 services authorising the
state government to levy services
tax on the same.

Sources said there was
consensus in the empowered
committee headed by Asim
Dasgupta, finance minister of
West Bengal.

Private players are entering
the education business in a big
way. Several professional
colleges such as medical, dental,
ayurvedic, engineering, B.Ed,
nursing and other colleges have

been set up by private
managements.
Even universities and

business schools have come up
in the private sector.
Managements of such institutions
are making huge sums of money.

The Union Government is
already collecting service tax
from various academies and
coaching centres engaged in
preparing students for competitive
examinations such as CET,
PMET and AIEET etc in union

&erntones. Y

indebtedness is noted as a reason
for a spurt in farmers’ suicides
during recent times across a
number of States in the report.

.
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The Union Human Resource
Development Minister, Shri Arjun
Singh in his presidential address
remembered how the Late Prime
Minister of India Shri Rajiv Gandhi
put literacy in the center of the
growth of the country by setting
up the National Literacy Mission
in 1988 as one of the five
missions for taking up growth of
literacy in a mission mode. The
aim was to create literate human
resource to achieve progress in
all walks of life. He added that
mass awakening and lifelong
learning are the important areas
of the adult literacy programmes
in the country. He exhorted the
people of the country to commit
themselves, on this International
Literacy Day, to achieve the global
goal of eradication of illiteracy. He
added that literacy and lifelong
learning must take on the
character of a mass movement
which could generate excitement,
enthuse people, raise people's
aspirations and make the literacy
programme community-owned.

Union Minister of State for
Human Resource Development,
M.A.A. Fatmi highlighted the
achievement in the field of literacy
particularly in case of women, SC
and ST during the decade 1991-
2001 as revealed by the 2001
census. He said that according
to Global Monitoring Report 2006,
there were still 261 million adult
illiterates in India who formed 34
percent of the World illiterates. He
emphasized the role of literacy in
improving the health and liviihood
of the people by forging proper
linkages between literacy and
other development programmes.

He said that Jan Sikshan
Sansthans in the country are
providing Vocational skills for
better livihood. Population and
Development programmes
integrated with literacy provide
health related material and create
awareness about health related
issues and that literacy now leads
to good health. Earlier Shri
Champak Chatterjee, Secretary
Department of School Education
and Literacy, Govt. of India
delivered his welcome address.
He highlighted the achievements
of the National Literacy Mission
and informed that the Continuing
Education Programme was
functioning in 328 districts of the
country. He also informed of the
commendable efforts made by
some of the districts in the field of
literacy Post literacy and
Continuing Education and by
some of the Jan Sikshan
Sansthans and State Resource
Centres in providing support to
literacy programme.

The Hon’ble President of India
gave away Satyen Maitra Memorial
Literacy awards to ‘Dantewada
district’ of Chhatisgarh for
achievement in Total Literacy
Campaign, ‘Lohardaga district’ of
Jharkhand for achievement in Post
Literacy Programme and to
‘Chittorgarh’ of Rajasthan,
‘Kasaragod' of Kerala and ‘Uttara
Kannada' of Karnataka for
achievement in Continuing
Education Programme. - State
Resource Centre (Deepayatan)
Patna and Jan Sikshan Sansthans
of Chandigarh and Nasik received
Unesco-NLM awards for their
excellent performance. Special
awards for Volunteer Teachers/

Preraks/Assistant Preraks of the
awards winning districts were also
given by the President of India.
Five awards were given under
National Photo Competition out of
more than Three hundred entries.
Special publications on literacy
were presented to the President
of India and a documentary film
on literacy was screened on this
occasion. Colourful Cultural
Programmes were presented by
groups from Chhatisgarh,
Himachal Pradesh, Assam,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Haryana. The
programme ended with a vote of
thanks by Smt. Vandana K. Jena,
Joint Secretary (Adult Education)
& DG (NLM). 0

contn. from pg. 2
Rayeen Committee member
claimed.

There are at present, roughly
1000 students enrolled in schools
across the city. The Rayeen is
one of the two, fully government-
aided Muslim girl's high schools
in Ranchi.

The other such school is the
Ismailiya Momin Girl's High School
in Doranda.

There were 364 students
studying in the Ismailiya in the
session 2006-07, according to a
DEO figure.

The Iragia Girl's High School
(un-aided) off the busy Church
Road, with a strength of some 500
students, right from the primary
to the secondary level, has been
registering 100 percent
matriculation results, with over 95
percent in the first division, a
member of the school's Managing
Committee said.

0
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Govt to universalise secondary education: Manmohan

Laying stress on education in
his Independence Day speech,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
said the government was finalising
an extensive programme for
universalising secondary
education and was ready to launch
a vocational education mission.

He said the government would
ensure that adequate number of
colleges were set up across the
country, especially in districts
where enrolment level was low.

‘We will help states set up
colleges in 370 such districts,” he
said.

Pointing out that the university
system has been neglected in
recent years, he said 30 new central
universities would be set up.

“Every state that does not
have a central university will now
have one,” he said.

“We will soon open 1,600 new
industrial training institutes (ITIs)
and polytechnics, 10,000
vocational schools and 50,000 skill
development centres. We will
ensure that annually over 100 lakh
students get vocational training -
which is a four-fold increase from
today’s level,” he said, adding that
the government would seek active
help of the private sector in this
initiative so that they not only
assist in the training but also lend
a hand in providing employment
opportunities.

Assuring of more scholarships
for the needy, the Prime Minister
said he wished to see a major
revolution in the field of modern
education in the next few years.

Urging the states also to give
priority to education, he said the
UPA government had tripled public

spending on education in the past
three years.

With concerns over lack of
quality education in rural areas,
Manmohan Singh said that the
government had decided to invest
in setting up good quality schools
across the country. The
government, he said, would
support 6,000 new high quality
schools, one in every block of the
country. Each such school would
set standards of excellence for
other schools in the area.

He said to promote science and
professional education, the
government would set up five new
Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research, eight
Indian Institutes of Technology,
seven Indian Institutes of
Management and 20 Indian
Institutes of Information Technology. .
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Education will get top billing in the
11th Five-Year Plan, says Chauhan

The Emphasis on education in
the 11th five-year Plan would be
like never seen before, said
Minister of State in the Prime
Minister’'s Office Prithvi Raj
Chauhan at a seminar to celebrate
the golden jubilee of BITS Alumni
Association, Delhi chapter.

Inaugurating the seminar,
Chauhan said the government
was planning to allocate
Rs 2,560,000 crore for education,
a four-fold increase as compared
to the current expenditure. “There
would be a massive expansion on
primary education and the
universalisation of the secondary
education. The gross enrollment
rate will be 11-15 per cent by
2012, which is likely to reach 21
per cent by 2020,” he said.

The minister said a plan has
been unveiled to open 30 Central
Universities and 370 colleges with
central assistance. Chauhan also
emphasised on the accreditation
system for institutions of higher
education while appreciating BITS

system of maintaining high
standards of education. Pune
University Vice Chancellor,
Dr.Narendra Jadhav was of the
view that the government should
focus on the three important
factors pertaining to education:
access, equity and quality.

“ Universities need to update
their curriculum in the light of the
changing needs of society and the
teachers need to be trained
accordingly,” Dr. Jadhav said. The
energy of the youth has to be
channelised in constructive,
integrated rural development and
the universities should enable its
students in accomplishing this
goal, he further added.

During another session in the
seminar on “Applied Research”
issues related to university
industry linkages and other
collaborative ventures between
industry and academia were
discussed. Some eminent
persons who were part of the
seminar included Prof.L.K.

— ~
Dr. V. Mohankumar

Joins as
Director, IAEA
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Dr. V. Mohankumar, Former
Additional Director, Directorate
of Adult Education,
Government of India has joined
as Director, Indian Aduit
Education Association, New
Delhi w.e.f. 26" September
2007.

\_ 3

Maheshwari, Vice Chancellor,
BITS, Pilani; S.M. Agarwal and
Hemant Kumar, advisors to
Dr.K.K. Birla, Chancellor, BITS,
Pilani, 8.K. Roongta, Chairman,
SAIL and Dr. Damodar Acharya,
Director, IIT Kharagpur. =

[@‘irst then fear God: for His fear is wisdom and being wise, thou canst not err.

Miguel Cervantes]
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Gender gap in literacy rate unacceptably high

Calis for priority attention to women’s education

President Pratibha Devisingh
Patil on Saturday said priority
-attention should be given to
women's literacy and education.
For, the male-female gap in
literacy rate continued to be
“unacceptably high.” The divide

rper-in fural-areas,-she-.-
said in her address at the
International-Literacy-Day-function:—

In a reference to the

Millennium Development Goals

(MD G}y s Rt pic/indie
coptinued to be hQQ-ibto the

warld’s Iaréjé’sl" f of
illiterates. fTHiS\s aymatterof great
comcern ” India accounted for 20
pef cent of 's out-of-
scﬁool chlldreﬁ and 35 ‘per cent
of Bdult illiterates. "Whén such a
large number of the population
remains outside the pale of
Ilteracy and educatlon, it makes
thq task of d.evelopment more
complex and daunting.” Pointing
out thatthere were justéight more
years'foprealising the MDGs, 'the” |

Presidentesaid India should take® |

stdck “of the ' litehacy” rates as it

eniered the ' #1h' FivecYear Plans

pefidd 't Had' made trefmendous”
pragress indfiteracy sinee” 19470
when the I:teracy rate was 18.38%
peT cent. “But there are still
millions in our 'country wvthout
basic irterac‘y skrlls ¥ NBwREST
With this years lntematlonaf

L*teracy Day theme bémg ‘Jiteracy'__ 5

is the key to good' health,” Ms, Pati

dwelt on it fo stréss the fieed' for,
paying more aﬁen{!on to educatjng._ :

§
[ |
|
|'
|’
|
A

Mass movement

Union Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun Singh
said literacy and life-long learning
must take on the character of a
mass movement which could
generate excitement, enthuse

ople;raise-people’s-aspirations; =

and make the literacy’ programme
“community-owned. S

Awards presented

1 The PreSideénttpresentad! the™

=‘1‘({s

|Satyen Maitragddteragy Awards o
‘Dantewada in Chhattisgarh for its

‘totad litenaicysicampaign randy
|Lohandaggavin: Jharkhand tfortits: | :
'postsliteracy. campaign.zFhel
‘Satyen'Maitra Awards. were given 1.
ito tChittongarhdinoRajasthan;i
|Kasaragedrin KeralasandnUttara o
|Kannadai.ins Karnataka! for their.:
‘continuing education programme:

|  <TheUNESCO-NatiohatLiteracy

anaern (NHLM) aawards for:the: besty
Jan 'Shikshan,«Sansthans pwere |
Nashikz and:o

présanted edoo!
Chandigarh vEhecUNESCO-NEM:-:
raward for 4he bést State! resouroe -

\centre went to Deepayatan nl B;har .

3

Dr.

Consultant,

with District

|dent Zila

Total Li

Study of

between

0 President, General
Secretary and
Consultant Visit
Jammu & Kashmir

Shri K.C. Choudhary, President,
Madan Singh, General
Secretary and Shri Prem Chand,
IAEA
-Anantnag and-Srinagar-cf |-
Jammu & Kashmir“Statel
—Anantnag discussion was held |
Development
Commissioner;(DPE) and
algsharta. Samiti
S) Wi, Ghitlam Atimad Peer,
Addl. DDC, and Secretary ZSS
Shrl Ja: Pal Slngh Dlstrlct ,
Coordmator 2SS MF. Mohmad |
Youqoob and other functionaries |,
of ZSS. Formal Agreement fo},
ccﬁr]duct the Externallr Evaiuatlpq
eracy Campaign |.
of Anantnag was  signed
IAEA and ZSS

Ananthdg! ‘At Srindgall, d meeting
wds held with-Prof. BIA“Wafaie, '
Director, State-Resource Centre,
Srmagar and drscuSsed'the adult |

visited

IAtYY

(Z6IHAlLIndia

152

- 1

One day sgssmn wnll be devg}ad to the issqes ralated tp |wome‘
venue of the Conference is Shp Gajanan Shakshan Sanslhans Colle
Enginéering' Bhegaon. Distfict” Buldhand® (Maharashtra)”-
, a.rangemenls havé been mude dh nedrby guesthduses) s <1l

" Bhi0S IM; (Kristitia, Governor of Maharashtra has”kindly consanted to 2

.' ‘\ .
The Indlan Adu]t Educahon Assocsatron - |n corlaboration w;th Shrl Ga anan .
WShlkshan Sanstha's' Coﬁege of Engiﬁeeﬁng Shegaoh 444203, District Buldhana |
(Maharashtra) is organising its 156 All India’ 'Adule 'Educalloﬁ Conference from b
1 Decsmpermh o087, o 1enin .bige " OSN 120
v Thetheme of, the Qm}fgrence is “An app[paoh tp the Eleventb Ftyq Year ’

5 of balievny A9

".of_'
‘rhe 1o grnb* L

He 1S

wom’en. Better educatfon inaigufate the qonferenw Ahout 1250 delegates from;-different- par!s of the; b
particularly for women,. provides _{ mﬁww pam,pm
gréater awareness.of. diseases ., 4, 38 birn mohe 4ol DR mm sinai ] |
angl their treatment,’ ~ General Secretary| |

e e ——— - — —
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The two~day wce»chancellor S
“donference’ of central; state and
“deemed ' unrversztles for' “the
Northern reglon ‘opened at Jarila
Mﬂlra Istamia’ Un:versity The
Jmaugural speech was read 'out by °
OProf Thorat, chairman'UGE} While
Jamia Millia Islamia”University
! vice-chancellor Mushlrul Hassan
uwas linthie”'chair. I 2loc

“Thorat said, “H;gher educaﬁon
i in _ra'--’nas expanded mann'old
dUrmg the past six decades. The
“Aumber of universities' in’ the
‘country” has'increased from 20'in
49476 ‘378" whereas’ f:oileges
Whlch ‘were’ on!y 500 'at'the’ time
‘of mdepende‘nce have gone tp'to
7$85064- ""This“"increased
s mstntuﬂonal capacity has'improved

-access 10 hfgher -edueation-and "

| the enraiment ratio has increased
' from !ess than 1%.in 1950 to abodt

|mpiementwthe nght'to educatlon
help In Chlld Iabour abol:tlon

"We have gwen the Plannmg
Cqmmnssmon a quposal detamn
' strategies, for abolishing chll'd

Mapour in the 11th Plan, based on
Hour meetmgs with . varlous
governments . cang a norn-
governmental orgamsatlons,
| Commission ohalrperson Shantha

| Smha told reporters y
The chawperson sa}d the
oommtssmn was pianmng fo get
| in. touch with corporate houses Ip

| impress .upen, them the need to
ellmlnate chtld Iabour in th:eir '

%o ey{Ge ,
10% in 2007. However, thls is
Stmply ‘notY enoﬁgh “‘when'“you
com’pare it w:tﬂ ’fhe developed
world'e >

In adlscussmno L ansibn
of! hlgﬁer* edugation’“at the
“conference; Prof‘VaHﬁaFPemalk
“from .JNU ’and e Uac | resbu:‘ce
perscm At ‘vt‘he%’*) di§oussion
menhoned that® ourrentiy therels
- pafadpgm sh1ft i’ *higher
“éducation: Al previous Teports | of
Kothan and Ramaknsﬁna focused

*fo ‘cater o’ ‘the expandlng “job
Orarkets. If publit edticatiort fails,

_ prlvate parties wilf take bVer This

is’ becausé“of a boostoin our

--economy We have marn‘yq prwate

Patnalk referred "o the

Yincredse in gross enrolme'nt TaTIO
""-sayrng that

mcrease a‘s ah

%ammnssmn for enforcmg right e e ducatmn 200 bstagt

2sln bis uba

supply chain. Thellssue would be

Even !'banks have Ibeen
approached and . asked to put ita
-condition before approving, Loans

_that no, ch!ld labour was empj’o;{ed
_ by them

The need waeito have a vcnce
in favour ofi ehildren -and -make
children's, nghts including that of

ifree and. compulsory educatloo;

prlonty
Onee the rxght {5} eduoauon 48

.anfor;:ed laws: relating to 1 child

labour would, Inave to:be ﬁfmed up

,Ma -Sinha-said- -

Descrtbing the middle class
"-as fhe !argest empioyer of child

noilss

I R D o L

. A
- = [y f
"‘j “': .'. B I. R

e e
.*Ll"" VISIMTINGg
~

excellent |dea and is part of a
*rargers'ocnal objective. “Fhis means
“there’ should be' arropportumtyfor
Le\?erybody Who has the “potential
‘and "'skills’ Those ‘who “are “not

'?3accepted at” ofe polnt ‘'of 'time

"'shoufd be “Acceptéd ‘at “another
:‘pomt of ' tine. "Fhis us the key
"defhocratfc |dea o1 0

Patnaik added The policy of
“islanids of excellence is'not a good
"poiroy 'as it ‘introduees duatism.
“The base of the'figher’ educal[on
_'system needs to be’ wadened %

[,-]e sald “The best tafent is not
_commg 1o, fhe academc sphere.
. ¢ correct re- assessment needs
_to be done for teacher salanes
and an mcrease IS Very. 1mportant
The knowledge commission
proposes d:fferentfailsm whtoh is
.hot a good ldea 5

_labour Ms. Smha sald there had
o be ' moral mdlgnatlon against
employmg chﬂd[en and. creaimg
awareness that ch:ldren too have
rlghts that need to be. protected
Chtldren also need_ to be
g trained to proteot themselves. from
physmal and sexual abuse by
-a,doppng any eultable approach
:whether $ex aducaiton Qr, any
other form.. _

bFhe Commissmn was workmg
-on formulating | a-protecol, to
.ensure -that childrenwere; net
denied; their - rightssin
disturbed, situations such,as

... violence, terronam and_natural

calamities:«
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Admission quota futile unless OBCs avail of
primary education, says SC

The Supreme Court struck at
the root of Centre's reservation
policy to accommodate backward
classes in institutions of higher
learning by holding that no
reservation would be meaningful
unless the goal of elementary
education is met for the most
backward of the country.

Taking a cue from Centre's
avowed goal of universal
elementary education under the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) that
receives an annual fund of Rs
11,000 crore, a Constitution Bench
headed by Chief Justice of India
KG Balakrishnan sounded critical
of the Government’s grand plans
to launch 27 per cent quota for
OBCs in liTs, lIMs and AIIMS by
increasing the seat intake across
central educational institutions at
a budgeted cost of Rs 36,000
crore.

“You cannot serve backward
classes without serving them
elementary education,” said the
Bench comprising Justice Arijit
Pasayat, Justice CK Thakker,
Justice RV Raveendran, Justice
Dalveer Bhandari, besides the CJI.

Since education forms a facet
of the Right to Life and Liberty
under Article 21A, the Bench said,
“Your effort till higher education will
require lesser effort if you bring
elementary education up to a
level." Justice Raveendran
supplemented the observation by
stating, “If these funds (meant for
increasing seats in [IMs, |iTs,
AlIMS) are used for achieving

universal elementary education it
will better serve the cause of
social and economic
backwardness.”

Dubbing the social measure of
the Government as “misplaced
priority”, Justice Pasayat said,
“You (the Centre) have to first
make a foundation by giving
education to socially and
educationally backward.” The
Bench compared it using an
illustration stating that the
Government intends to build the
second floor without constructing
the ground floor.

Solicitor General GE
Vahanvati, who withstood the
volley of’ questions, however,
suggested that the Government
was constitutionally bound to
provide both for elementary
education under Article 21A and
advancement of social and
educational backward classes
under Article 15(4).

Chief Justice of India KG
Balakrishnan, presiding the Bench,
drew the Government'’s attention
back to the fallacies of its much-
touted universal education
programme. “No doubt there is a
sincere effort on your part but the
real problem is that there is no
implementation at State level with
funds being in shortage.”

Arriving at a middle path, the
Bench told Vahanvati. “the attempt
must be to balance both
elementary and higher education.
Neither elementary nor higher
education can be ignored.” .

[@e wiser than other people if you can, but do not tell them .mj

Earl of Chesterfield

Rs. 150-crore package
for East Delhi schools

The Delhi Government would
spend Rs.150 crore on upgrading
and constructing 200 schools in
East Delhi, Chief Minister Sheila
Dikshit announced  while
inaugurating a new school building
at Ghazipur.

Stating that government
schools in Delhi had been striving
hard to acquire excellence in
imparting purposeful education to
children, Ms. Dikshit said the aim
is to make the children more
responsible citizens of the country.
Ms. Dikshit even claimed that the
performance of government
schools was much better today
than a number of well-established

and famous public schools.
contd. on pg. 6

. OBITUARY b

Indian Adult Education
Association deeply mourns the
untimely death of Dr. L.M.
Singhvi, an eminent jurist,
parliamentarian, diplomat and
litterateur on Sunday, October
6, 2007.

Dr. Singhvi was a former
Rajya Sabha Member and an
Indian High Commissioner in
U.K. He was awarded Padam
Vibhushan in 1998. He also
took keen interest in the field of
education and was a life-
member of Indian Adult
| Education Association.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

FOR ADULT EDUCATORS
DECEMBER 10-14, 2007

(Based on two Innovative Learning Packages - PALDIN (Participatory Adult Learning Documentation and Information
Networking) developed by Jawaharlal Nehru University and the e-literacy Course of the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong
Learning, Hamburg)

A six days residential workshop for the capacity building of Adult Educators specially Programme Coordinators,
Project Officers, Lecturers, Readers working at State Resource Centers, Jan Shikshan Santhans, University Departments
of Adult Education, Government and Non Governmental Organisations will be organized jointly by the International
Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, Group of Adult Education of Jawaharlal Nehru University and National
Documentation Centre - Indian Adult Education Association at New Delhi during December 10-14, 2007.

Background: Several national and international organizations viz; National Literacy Mission of Government of India,

| University Grants Commission and the UNESCO have repeatedly highlighted the need and importance of organizing
capacity building programme for the staff working in different Adult Education organizations. While the National Literacy
. Mission has designed a ten days training programme for the grassroot level workers (Preraks), there is no Professional
Development Programme for programe coordinators/ managers who shoulder the main responsibility of organizing the
programme.In the absence of such programme,their professional input is confined to the project related guidelines.

Apart from the national initiative, at international level, the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning has also
designed an e-literacy course comprising of four modules for the program managers which may be very useful for the
Adult Educators.

Aims and Objectives: The broad aims of the workshop will be to introduce the two innovative courses viz; PALDIN
Learning Package and the e-literacy course to the participants and orient them about the contents and get their
feedback. Specific objectives of the workshop will be as follows:

1. To discuss the recent policies and developments in the field of Adult /Lifelong Learning at national and
International levels;

2. To examine the role of Information and Communication technologies in Adult Continuing Education/Lifelong
Learning;

3. Toimpart knowledge and skills related to process documentation, networking and Information Organisation and
Management;

4 4. To explore the possibilities of translating the materials into regional languages;
5. To develop a simplified version of leaming package for grassroot level workers, especially Preraks.
The workshop will be transacted through lectures by experts, discussions, review of selected modules of e-literacy
course and PALDIN and group work.

Registration & other details: The course will be partly subsidized by the Indian Adult Education Association
and partly self financed by the participants. The participation in the workshop will be limited to the first thirty
participants who send the full registration fee of Rs.3000 (Three thousand only) by demand draft made in
the name of Registrar, Iinternational Institute of Aduit and Lifelong Education, payable at New Delhi.

The participation fee includes twin sharing accommodation and all the meals and conference materials. The
participants will meet their travel cost. The venue of the workshop is Gandhi Peace Foundation, Deen Dayal
Upadhayay Marg, Near ITO, New Delhi - 110002.

All the participants will receive a set of two volumes of PALDIN Learning package (comprising of four hundred pages
of course materials along with a CD). A certificate of participation will be given to the participants who attend the full
course and comply with the course requirement by the International Institute of Adult and lifelong Learning and the
UNESCO INSTITUTE FOR LIFELONG LEARNING.

Course Director and Faculty: The course will be coordinated by Prof. §.Y. Shah, Hon. Director, IALE and
conducted with the help of fifteen course writers and eminent experts from national and international organizations.

Application Procedure: Interested persons may apply on plain paper giving the name, designation and official
address (including telephone and email) and through fax remit a separate Demand draft for Rs. 3000 in favour of
Registrar, International Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education, 17-B, |.P.Estate, New Delhi -110002.

—
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‘The governmenf schools have f
“shown rema“rkable |mprovement in
réSqus during the' last few years:

Government schoots in Delh’
pave earned a special recogmtuol1 i
inthe _country only .because of
hard work . and.. commitment 0 b
..teachers.. The. schools of Delhl
have. also been included. |ﬂ}\'
prestigious grading lists -of I:Jest &
schoo!sm the country,”-she. sa:d

' Expressingchope that-thé ﬁ
standard 'of education ‘in the
govemment -schdols ' would get
better in“the 'yéars torcome, Ms:
Dikshit ‘'said the Goverr’ameﬂt
“would “open “more schoodls i
differenit’ parts of the city irf the
near futtre. g \
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Conference of E-9 Countries on ICT for Literacy

A three-day Conference of E-9
Countries on ICT for Literacy was
organised by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development, GOl and
UNESCO at Bangalore from
October 4-6, 2007. The highly
populated E-9 countries are
Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt,
India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria
and Pakistan. The participants
included officers of the Ministry,
DAE, State Directorates/SLMAS,
SRCs, JSSs, Freelancers, NGOs,
UNESCO'’s Officers from different
countries. Dr. V. Mohankumar,
Director, IAEA also participated.

The Conference was
inaugurated by Shri Arjun Singh,
Minister of Human Resource
Development, GOl Shri Azim
Premji, CEO, Wipro gave the
keynote address. At the inaugural
session Shri Champak Chatterjee,
Secretary, Department of School

Education and Literacy, GOI, Shri
P.B. Mahishi, Chief Secretary, Govt.
of Karnataka, Ms. Minja Yang,
Director and UNESCO
Representative in India also
addressed. Shri M.A.A. Fatmi,
Minister of State for Human
Resource Development, GOI, gave
the valedictory address.

The Conference was divided into
three major sessions. They were:

1. Presentation of country papers
and representatives from leading
agencies involved in ICT

2. Group discussion

3. Field visit
The topics given for group

discussion were:

Group-l : Increasing awareness
of the utility of the ICT in
literacy

Group-ll : Dissemination of best
practices

Group-lll ;: Collaboration with the
private sector for ICT in literacy

For the field visit on the third-
day (October 6, 2007), the
participants were divided into three
groups. The first group visited
Mysore to witness the training of
Panchayat functionaries through
interactive television mode by the
State  Institute of Rural
Development. The second and
third groups visited the CECs and |
Model Centres at the Schools
where the ICT is used for academiC |
improvement of the students in
collaboration with Intel. Dr. V-
Mohankumar was in Group-IIl which
visited a Govt. High School at
Peenya, an industrial estate and 2
CEC in which not only computef
aided literacy was going on but
also literacy lessons through AIR
from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. everyday.
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Trainees of Jan Shikshan Sansthan - Thrissur
make use of their vocational training

1. Note Book Making Unit

Ten members of the
Puthenchira gram panchayat
kudumbasri unit under the
leadership of Ms Ambika Babu
underwent 15 days training in Note
book making and Binding under
Jan Shikshan Sansthan, Thrissur.
Most of the members belonged to
below poverty line families and
were neo- literates. The training
imparted to them was a turning
point in their lives and they could
start a Note book making unit with
the assistance of the Kudumbasri
unit at the Panchayat office
premises itself. The Kudumbasri
provided a loar of Rs. 1,75,000/-
to this unit for procuring the
required equipments and for
working capital needs.

The unit immediately started
production and during the initial
months itself could achieve a
turnover of about Rs. 60,000/- to
70,000/- a month. Each member
of the unit is earning on an
average Rs. 1,000/- per month
besides repayment of loan
instalments. The members
acknowledge that it has been

possible to achieve this only due
to mutual understanding and co-
operation amongst all the
members of the unit and the
unstinted support from the
Kudumbasri and the CDS
Chairperson of Puthenchira Gram
Panchayat.

2. Athulya Beauty Parlour

Athulya beauty parlour was set
up at Edathirinji in Vellangallur
Block jointly by Sathi,- Remya,
Subashini, all residents of Padiyur.
In 2006 they had undergone 3
months training in Jan Shikshan
Sansthan, Thrissur in Beautician
trade as members of the SGSY
group under Vellangaliur Block
Panchayat. All of them belonged
to below poverty line families and
were eager to utilise the
specialised training they obtained
by setting up a Beauty Parlour so
that they could have reasonable
income generation and a
respectable profession. Their firm
resolve and determination resulted
in obtaining a Bank loan of Rs.
75,000/~ from Federal Bank and
their Beauty parlour became
operational from February 2007.

From the beginning itself they have
been on an average earning of
Rs. 5,000/- After repayment of the
loan instalment, they have an
average income of Rs. 1,000/- per
month per head.

3. Paper Bag Making Unit

The Sangamam paper bag
making unit set up in Edavilangu
Panchayat have 16 members who
had undergone 7 days training in
Paper bag making in January
2007 conducted by Jan Shikshan
Sansthan, Thrissur. The members
who were mostly neo-literates and
belong to low income families
were brought together by the
Panchayat ward member.

On completion of the training
they secured a loan of Rs.25,000/-
from Dhanalakshmi Bank for
starting the unit. With the ban on
the use of plastic bags which is
strictly enforced in the Panchayat,
the paper bags made by the group
could find a reasonably good
market. The members are today
having a monthly income of Rs. 250/
- besides repaying the loan in
monthly instalments of Rs.500/-.
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UNESCO: Knowledge Societies

UNESCO’'s concept of
knowledge societies aims at a
clear dewelopment-oriented
perspective that captures the
complexity and dynamism of
current changes in the world.

Knowledge societies are about
capabilities to identify, produce,
disseminate and use information
to build and apply knowledge for
human developmerit. They require
an empowering social vision
which encompasses plurality,
inclusion, solidarity and
participation. Some specific
activities supported by UNESCO
are as follows:

Kerala villages find their own
space in cyber world

Citizens of Kannur district in
northern Kerala, at the click of the
mouse or through a phone call,
will soon be able to access all
kinds of local information. Anything
from the sale of a cow, job
vacancies or even find brides and
grooms!

Akshaya, a state-wide ICT
project by the Government of
Kerala with the support of
UNESCO has been
operationalised as an innovative
initiative for the creation of
community portals in the local
language Malayala:n. The primary
objective is to create content in
local language using free and open
software at the various local
bodies in Kannur district and for
the local communities.

Initially, the project will develop
community portals for the District
Panchayat, Municipality and nine
Gram Panchayats in Kannur
district. The portal will comprise

vital information such as history
of the community, local
organizations, eminent
personalities, places of interest,
different services/schemes offered
by the local self-government,
information regarding agriculture,
business ventures, products, local
job vacancies, educational details,
health information, legal rights,
local events, interactive forums, e-
newsletters providing information
on new technological trends and
innovations, etc. Content will be
produced on an ongoing basis by
community reporters appointed in
each of the chosen panchayats
under the active leadership of
Akshaya entrepreneurs and
facilitated by the Akshaya District
office in Kannur.

To achieve sustainability, the
portals aim to attract local
advertisements, web-based yellow
pages and e-business at the local
level. Information over phone is
also envisioned where community
members could call an Akshaya
centre to access information.

Local self help groups actively
participate in strengthening
community radio

Mandakini Ki Awaaz (The Voice
of Mandakini), a community radio
(CR) station located in Bhanaj,
Rudraprayag district, Uttarakhand,
was started in 2004. Since then,
women self-nelp groups in the
region have played a role of
growing importance in its
activities. In the last few months,
their participation has registered
a quantum leap forward with the
women taking collective ownership
of their radio centre.

In February 2007, an SHG in
Machkandi village opened a post
office savings account to collect
funds for the repair and
maintenance of the satellite radio
receiver that their group had
received from UNESCO. The
community radio has been
established with the technical
support and training from Ideosync
Media Combine and Equal
Access, NGOs working in the field
of development communication
and long-standing partners of
community radio groups in the
region.

Ms. Prema Devi, who heads
a SHG said: “when we buy a
buffalo, we have to think of all the
related arrangements that go with
it - fodder, a clean space, and
plenty of water. Similarly, when we
have helped set up a source of
information for the community, we
have to think about how to
maintain it as well.” The group’s
decision is reflective of their
resolve to play a greater part in
the process of information
dissemination to the local ,
communities.

The radio team has also
worked with local schools to
involve students in creative
activities. The Principal of a Junior
High School in Kyunja village says,
“After the establishment of the
Bhanaj community media centre,
our students have received
training. And, as a result students
have started publishing a
fortnightly newsletter called
‘School Jagran’. This has given
them a space to express
themselves besides resulting in a

contd. on pg. 5
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Children less than 7 years old to
get regular check-up in MCD’s
schools in Delhi

Children under seven years studying in the MCD
schools will undergo health check-up every three
months to ensure there is no nutritional deficiency.
Those between 10-12 years with anaemia would be
given iron and folic acid tablets once a week.

Dr. Vinod Kumar Monga, Chairman, Medical Relief
and Public Health Committee (MCD) said, “We plan
to maintain health records of every child. Every three
months, we will do a comprehensive health check
and record data.”

Early monitoring would help identify deficiencies
that can be rectified on time, he said. “Iron deficiency,
the major cause of anaemia in children and
adolescents, needs to be tackled in an organized
manner,” said Dr. Monga.

Fourth and fifth graders in all MCD schools will be
tested for their haemoglobin levels and Thalassemia.
They will also be regularly given iron tablets along
with the mid-day meals every Wednesday. “We are
not expecting miracles and are in no way claiming we
can bring up Hb count to 12 for every child, but we
are definitely aiming at a positive change,” says
Dr. Monga. m|

Cabinet nod for two more science
education and research institutes

The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of two
Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research
in Thiruvananthapuram and Bhopal at a cost of Rs.
500 crore each.

Three such institutions have already been approved
in Kolkata, Pune and Chandigarh.

Being established by the Human Resource
Development Ministry, these institutions will integrate
undergraduate education, postgraduate education and
research under one umbrella.

The goal is to make education and careers in
basic sciences more attractive by providing
opportunities in integrative teaching and learning of
sciences and breaking the barriers of traditional
disciplines.

contd. on pg. 6
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Eleventh Plan to monitor targets to
ensure inclusive growth

The Eleventh Plan proposes to introduce specif.c
targeting at the national and State levels to monitor
programmes such as poverty alleviation to usher in
inclusive growth .

The draft Plan document, slated for discussion at
a full meeting of the Commisssion chaired by Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh here on November 8",
proposes 27 targets at the national level and 13 at the
State level that will be scrutinised at regular intervais
by the Centre and the State governments.

With a proposed outlay of Rs. 36,44,718 crore,
the Plan, beginning 2007, seeks to raise the farm
sector growth from 2.13 to 4 per cent while pegging
the industry and services sector growth rates at 9-11
per cent.

At the national level, the targets to be monitored
have been grouped into six major categories to include
income and poverty, education, health, women and
children, infrastructure and environment.

The 13 State level targets pertain to State GDP ,
infant mortality, literacy rate, farm growth rate, poverty
ratio and child malnutrition.

Policies and programmes both at the Central and
State levels are proposed to be devised to ensu-e
that the targets are achieved.

As for a few specifics of the targets to be fixed,
the Plan aims at generating seven crore new work
opportunities during 2007-12 along with a reduction in
joblessness among the educated to less than S per
cent. The drop-out from elementary schools is
proposed to be brought down to 20 per cent by the
end of the Flan period from 52.2 per cent in 2003-
2004.

While the target under health is to provide clean
drinking water to all by 2009, the gender ratio for
children below six is to be increased to 935 females
per thousand males by 2011-12. I

N

My life has been one great big joke,
A dance that's walked, A song that's
spoke, I laugh so hard I almost choke,
when I think about myself.
Maya ﬁngefouJ
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Arjun: No foreign fly-by-night operators in
education sector

Even as there is relentless
pressure from foreign countries to
set up campuses in India, HRD
Minister Arjun Singh said India did
not want fly-by-night operators
from abroad to come and set up
shops in the name of offering
higher education.

“We do not want fly-by-night
operators,” Singh said at the
‘Higher Education Summit 2007:
Innovation for Quality and
Relevance’. The foreign education
provider Bill is yet to be introduced
in Parliament. The Bill was listed
to be placed in Rajya Sabha
during the Budget session but
could not be introduced. Later,
CPM leader Brinda Karat wrote to
Singh opposing the Bill. She also
demanded that more than 140
unregulated campuses set up by
various foreign universities be
closed down.

But US has been at the
forefront requesting that their
universities be allowed to set up
campuses in India. In the recently-
held conference of Vice-
Chancellors, more than 200 of
them opposed the entry of foreign
campuses without any regulation.

Though restrained, Singh
echoed a similar view. “I will be
happy if Oxford University sets up
a centre in India,” Singh said in
the presence of Oxford University
chancellor Lord Chris Patten.
Responding fo Singh's invitation,
Patten said, “It is a sensible thing
to do. | look forward to the
minister’s invitation (to set up the
centre) in one particular subject.
The issue of entry of foreign
university is pending. There has
been no occasion to take a
decision on it.” g

[ 56™ _All India_Adult Education Conference

inaugurate the conference.
country will participate.

Rajasthan.

The Indian Adult Education Association in collaboration with Shri Gajanan
Shikshan Sanstha’s College of Engineering, Shegaon is organising its 56™ All
India Adult Education Conference from December 4 - 7, 2007.

The theme of the Conference is “An approach to the Eleventh Five Year
Plan in context of adult and lifelong learning” opportunities.

One day session will be devoted to the issues related to women.
venue of the Conference is Shri Gajanan Shikshan Sansthan's College of
Engineering, Shegaon, District Buldhana (Maharashtra).
arrangements have been made in nearby guesthouses.

Shri §.M. Krishna, Governor of Maharashtra has kindly consented to
About 250 delegates from different paris of the

Zakir Hussain Memorial Lecture will be delivered by Shri H.C. Parekh,
Chief Commissioner of Income Tax (Retd.), Mumbai (Maharashtra) and a
Co-opted Executive Committee Member, IAEA.

Nehru Literacy Award for the year 2005 will be given to Prof. Bhawani
Shankar Garg, Chancellor, Janardan Rai Nagar Rajasthan Vidyapeeth, Udaipur,

Tagore Literacy Award for the year 2004 will be given to Ms. Kaliolini
Hazarat, Chairperson, Gujarat Research Society, Mumbai.

The

The lodging

OBITUARY

Indian Adult Education
Association deeply mourns the
untimely death of Prof. K.
Sivadasan Pillai, an eminent
educationist on Thursday
November 8, 2007.

Prof. Pillai was associated
with IAEA for a long time and
at the time of his death he was
Vice President of the
Association.

He had wide experience in
the field of Adult Education and
was a recipient of Nehru
Literacy Award in 1994.

Prof. Pillai was a retired
Professor and Head of the
Department of Adult, Continuing
Education and Extension,
University of Kerala. He was
also a recipient of Sardar Patel
Award 2001 and National Award
for Excellence in Teacher
Education. He was a prolific
writer and authored several
books.

\ .

contd. from pg. 2

UNESCO: Knowledge societies
marked improvement in their
language skills.” Today, the groups
that are partnering with Mandakini
Ki Awaaz CR are unanimous in

Tagore Literacy Award for the year 2005 will be given to Ms. Shobhana | their commitment to the
Ranade, Chairperson, All India Women's Conference, New Delhl. develo i "ot e loes
DR. MADAN SINGH piTe
\ General Secretary | community. 1
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Andhra University
Notification

Award of Research
Degree in Adult
Education

It is hereby notified that the
Vice-Chancellor on the
recommendation of the Board
of examiners is pleased to
order that Sri P. Viswanadha
Gupta be declared qualified for
the Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Adult &
Continuing Education on the
thesis entitled “Continuing
Education Programme in
Vizianagaram District: A Study
of Stakeholders and Learners.

\ Y

contd. from pg. 3
Cabinet nod for two...

The institutes will forge strong
relationships with existing
universities and colleges and
network with laboratories and
research institutions in order to
share and complement faculty,
research, library and
computational facilities.

Each institution will have about
2,000 undergraduate students,
postgraduate students and
research scholars and about 200
faculty members, and have
programmes called schools in the

inter-disciplinary areas of

FA B HOU A BE ast A& e Fen & 3 gsei] computer, biological,
il mathematical, physical, chemical

s el and materials sciences. )
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Science education in for big boost

A mission to Mars, tourists in
space and Rs 1 lakh annual
scholarship for science students
are some proposals that will come
before the Planning Commission.

The schemes, estimated to be
over Rs 2000 crore that will be
executed in the next five years are
being suggested to cultivate an
interest in science.

Scientists like CNR Rao, the
head of the Science Advisory
Council to the Prime Minister, had
expressed disappointment over
the state of science education in
India. ISRO is also witnessing a
fast attrition rate with 11 scientists
leaving every month, the
Parliament was informed earlier
this year.

The Ministry of Science and
Technology plans to set up an
institute — the Indian Institute of
Space Science and Technology —
to create quality human resources
for ISRO.

Within ISRO, the government
will provide training on
management and leadership to
scientists and engineers.

“Specialised training on new
vistas of technology and science
will be provided to the young
engineers and scientists,” a
ministry’s proposal to the Planning
Commission said.

With the pool of manpower, the
ambitious mission to Mars,
asteroid missions to fly close to

comets, space tourism and
developing technologies for
manned missions will get a boost,
the ministry has said.

The government also plans to
launch a scheme — Innovations
in Science Pursuits for Inspired
Research (INSPIRE) — that will
provide financial aid to 10 lakh
young innovators in schools.

The recommendation of the
Oversight Committee for Higher
Education to start a scholarship
scheme for students pursuing
B.Sc and M.Sc courses will also
be part of the scheme. Each of
the 10,000 students to be covered
will get Rs 1 lakh per annum as
scholarship fee. a
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IAEA Organised Fifty-Sixth All India Adult Education Conference on
Adult and Lifelong Learning Opportunities in Eleventh Five Year Plan

Indian Adult Education
Association organized the Fifty-
Sixth All India Adult Education
Conference on Adult and Lifelong
Learning Opportunities
in XI Five Year Plan
from December 4-7,
2007 at Shri Sant
Gajanan Maharaj
College of Engineering,
Shegaon. In all 206
delegates from different
parts of the country
participated in the
conference. It was
organised jointly by
Indian Adult Education
Association,
International Institute of
Adult & Lifelong Education and
Shri Sant Gajanan Maharaj
College of Engineering. Dr. V.
Mohankumar , Director IAEA's
paper on the theme of the
conference formed the
background paper for initiating the
discussion. The deliberations of
the conference were guided by
eminent adult educators and
educationists. Other working
papers were presented in a

plenary session. Group
discussions were organised on
different areas of interest. A report
of each day's deliberations was

presented to the delegates the
next morning through Daily News
Bulletin.

The inaugural session of the
conference started at 10:30 a.m.
on December 4, 2007. The chief
guest was Shri Madhukar Rao
Chaudhary, Chairman Rashtira
Bhasha Prachar Samiti Wardha &
Ex-Speaker, Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly. Shri K.C.
Choudhary, President, IAEA, Shri

Shiv Shankar Bhau Patil,

Vyavasthapak, Shri Sant Gajanan

Maharaj Sansthan, Shegaon, Shri
Rameshwar Neekhra, Ex-MP and
Chairman, M.P. State
Bar Council, Shri
Kailash Chandra Pant,
Secretary, Madhya
Pradesh Rashtra
Bhasha Prachar Samiti,
Bhopal and Chairman,
IAEA M.P. Branch, Prof.
B.S. Garg, Chancellor,
Janardhan Rai Nagar
Rajasthan Vidyapeeth,
Udaipur, Smt. Shobhana
Ranade, Chairperson,
All India Committee for
Eradication of llliteracy
Amongst Women, New Delhi, Shri
George Kurisingal, the
representative of Smt. Kallolini
Hazarat, Chairperson, Gujarat
Research Society, Mumbai, Dr.
Madan Singh, General Secretary,
IAEA and Dr. V. Mohankumar,
Director, IAEA were on the Dias.
The inaugural session started with
the lighting of the ceremonial lamp
by the chief guest. The chief
guest and other dignitaries were

contd. on next pg.
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weicomed by presentation of
flowers and the sacred Khada
from H.H. Dalailama’s Tibet
Monastery, Bodh Gaya. Shriphal
was presented to the Chief Guest
and Bhau Saheb by the president
of IAEA. The programme started
with Sarswati Vandana. Shri
Kailash Choudhary, President,
IAEA in his welcome address said
that he was feeling very happy to
welcome the eminent

personalities on the pious land of
Shri Sant Gajanan Maharaj. He
felt that the work of the Sant
Gajanan Maharaj Sansthan in the
field of community education is an
example for others to emulate. He
said that all the dignitaries sitting

on the dais inspire us with the
spirit of dedication for community
education and added that during
the next four days we will workout
suggestions and
recommendations for improving
human rights, better environment
and other programmes of
community education. Shri Bhau
Saheb welcomed all the delegates
on behaif of Shri Sant Gajanan
Maharaj Sansthan. He said that
he was present in the capacity of
a SEWAK of the Sansthan and
was happy to do SEWA in the
interest of human development.
He prayed at the feet of Shri Sant
Gajanan Maharaj for the success
of the conference. Shri

Rameshwar Neekhra Ji said that
iliteracy leads to exploitation of the
people and such exploitation can
be eliminated through legal
He was

literacy/legal advice.

helping poor and illiterate people
by providing legal advice to them.
Shri Kailash Chandra Pant said
that he was happy to see people
from different parts of the country
are participating in this National
conference and that Hindi which
is the National Language of the
country is being used as the
medium of communication. He
said that he was sure that the
conference will identify new vistas
of adult education programme
during the course of the
conference. He felt that economic
development is good but that was
not all. He suggested that
development of human beings is
an important area of work and this
can be done through Sadbhav and
Sahyog.

Thereafter the presentation
ceremony of Nehru Literacy Award
to Prof. B. S. Garg, Tagore
Literacy Awards to Smt. Shobhana
Ranade and Smt. Kallolini Hazarat
began. The citations for these
awards were read out by Prof. B.B.
Mohanty, Dr. L. Raja and Dr. P.
Adinarayan Reddy respectively.
Awards were given by Madhukar
Rao Chaudhary to Prof. B. S.
Garg, Smt. Shobhana Ranade and
Shri Gorge Kurisingal

(Representative of Smt. Kallolini
Hazarat). Shri Garg in his
acceptance speech indicated that
he was feeiing honoured and
happy to receive the coveted
Nehru Literacy Award. He
expressed his gratitude to the
Indian Adult Education Association
for selecting him for the award.
While delivering his acceptance
speech, Sh. Garg described in
detail experiences of his life in the
field of adult and non-formal
education and how the Rajasthan
Vidyapeeth developed from a
small institution of adult and non-
formal education into a university.
He further added that the award
was honour not only for himself
but for all the workers of the
vidyapeeth who have contributed
to the development of the
institution. Smt. Shobhana
Ranade while delivering her
acceptance speech felt that she
was involved in the development
of women'’s literacy and education
alongwith her former mentor Mrs.
Lakshmi Menon. The All India
Committee for Eradication of
Women's llliteracy set a target of

eradicating illiteracy by 2002 but it
was now realized that it was a
long drawn battle and that it will
continue for some more time. She
said that poverty and illiteracy go
together and that they draw
inspiration from institutions like

contd. on next pg.
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Indian Adult Education Association
to continue their efforts in this
direction. Shri George Kurisingal
read out the acceptance speech
of Smt. Kallolini Hazarat. In her
speech she thanked Indian Adult
Education Association for
selecting her for Tagore Literacy
Award. She accepted the award
humbly and with great humility.
She 2mphasized the role of
lifelong learning in the growth of
individual and the society.

Shri Madhukar
Chaudhary declared
conference open.

The Chief Guest released the
book - 'Praudh Aur Aajeevan
Shiksha' written by Dr. Madan
Singh, General Secretary, IAEA.
The Chief Guest Shri Chaudhary
informed that they were also
engaged in the work of improving
the life of the poor through
education. With two specific
examples, Shri Chaudhary Ji
emphasized the value of
education and its proper
use for improving their life.
He suggested that each
one of the delegates
should work for removal of
illiteracy and poverty to
bring change in the
positive life of the poor
people. Dr. Madan Singh
proposed a vote of thanks.
He remembered the
services of Dr. (Mrs.)
Welthy Fisher in improving
the life of the poor. Dr.
Singh exhorted the delegates to
work collectively for literacy and
lifelong education of the non-
literates and neo-literates through
adult and lifelong education. Dr.
V. Mohankumar, Director, IAEA
compeered the inaugural session.

Rao
the

The plenary session | of the

conference started at 2:30 p.m.
It was presided over by Dr. \.
Reghu. Dr. V. Mohankuma:
presented the Background Paper
of the conference. During the
session, 11 other papers were
presented by the delegates.

On the Second Day of the
Conference a short film of 27
minutes “Desert Silk” shot in the
tribal areas of Udaipur was
screened for the beneficiaries.

The participants were divided
into 5 groups on the following
topics:

1. Tribal Literacy

2. Water Literacy

3. Role of Panchayati Raj in

Adult Education
4. Minority Education
5. Areas for Action Research

The groups discussed in detail
different aspects of the topics
assigned to them and prepared
their reports.

.

Dr. Zakir Hussain Memorial
Lecture was delivered by Shri H.C.
Parekh, IRS, Director General of
Income Tax, South (retd.).

On the third day of the
conference the following seven

B v

special interest groups for the
identified topics were formed :
Group - | Women's Literacy
Group - Il National Rural
Employment Scheme
Group - Il National Rural
Health Mission

Group - IV HIV/AIDS Education
Group - V ICT and Literacy

Group - VI Qualitative Research
in Adult Education

Group - Vil Role of Mass Media
in Adult Education

The seven groups met,
discussed and made their
recommendations. The reports
were presented in two plenary
sessions. The morning session
was presided over by Dr. P.
Adinarayana Reddy and facilitated
by Dr. O.P.M. Tripathi. The
afternoon session was presided
over by Shri Sujit Kr. Datta and
facilitated by Dr. B.L. Raina.

On the basis of the
observations made by the
delegates,
presentation of papers
and group reports,
recommendations of
the conference were
drafted by a
committee, which was
headed by
Dr. L. Raja. Shri Prem
Chand, Consultant,
IAEA provided
resource support.
T, “ailie b ¥@nt 8.1
recommendations
were finalized for
presentation in the concluding
session of the conference.

The concluding session was
held on December 7, 2007.
Recommendations of the

conference and Shegaon
contd. on last pg.
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 RESULT OF ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE )
INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
17-B, IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI-110 002
1. PRESIDENT ShriK,C,Choudhary/
2. VICE-PRESIDENT (Five Posts) 1. Shri Azmat Hussain Khan
2. Dr. Arun Mishra
3. Dr. L. Raja
4. Prof. S.Y. Shahy—
5. Ms. Rajashree Biswas (—
4. GENERAL SECRETARY Dr. Madan Singh
3. TREASURER Dr. M.S. Ranawat, -
4. JOINT SECRETARY Shri A.L. Bhargava -
5. ASSOCIATE SECRETARIES
(Three Posts) 1. Shri Sudhir Chatterjee v~
2. ShriPrafulla Nagar
3. Dr. P. Adinarayana Reddy
Women (One Post) 4. Smt. Nirmala Nuwal
6. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
(Five Posts) 1. Prof. K.R. Susheele Gowda}4
2. ShriMafat Lal Patel
3. Dr.V.Reghug—
4, Dr. ShankarLalSharma
5. Dr. O.P.M, Tripathi —
Women (Three Posts) 6. Smt, Surekha D. Khot
7. Smt. Indira Purohit «
i 8. Ms. Kunda Supekary— J

| —

INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
17-B, IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI - 110 002

RESULT OF ELECTION OF COUNCIL (INDIVIDUAL ) MEMBERS OF THE

.No. |Name

Men

16.|Dr. V. Reghu

1. |Shri AS Bhatti

17.|Prof. 8Y Shah

2. |Shri Harpreet Singh Chabra

18.|5hri Purushottam Sharma

3. |Shri KC Choudhary

19 [Shri Kulbhushan Tuteja

4. |Shri Narayan Chouhan

20.|Shri SC Upadhyay

5. |ShriHarish Gandharva

Women

6. |Shri Farasat Hussain

21.|Ms, Ratna Biswas

7. |Shri RD Jhuria

22.|Smt Suneeta Dubey

8. |Shri Kailash Joshi

23.[Ms. Rekha Dwivedi

9. [Shri Rajendra Joshi

24, IMs. Madhu Khandelwal

10. |Shri Azmat Hussain Khan

25.|Smt. Surekha D. Khot

11 [ShriUmesh Khandelwal

26. |Ms. Himani Ojha

12.|Shri QP Maheshwari

27.|Smt. Indira Purohit

Parivarthan
Programme in Central
Prison Warangal
Organised

Under the age is of the
Warangal Adult Education
Association, Hanamkonda, with
the consent of Director General,
Inspector General and
Correctional Services Prisons
Department, Government of
Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad a
four month programme in the
Central Prison, Warangal
undertaken with the co-operation
of Lions Club, Prekshaka Sabha
and the local artists. Slates,
Pencils were distributed by the
Association to the selective Non-
literate inmates of the prison. The
Secretary of the Association Shri
A. Ravinder explained to the
gathering the aims and objectives
of the “Parivarthan Programme”
taken up in the Central Prison,
Warangal.

Shri R. Jonson, Superintendent
of the Central Prison, Warangal
spoke on the occasion and
advised the inmates to make the
best of the programme arranged
by the Non-Governmental
Voluntary Organisation. The
Secretary and members of the
Association participated on “AIDS
and understanding as social
issue” in Central Prison on 5-12-
2007. The Deputy Superintendent
Mr. Joseph and staff of the Central
Prison participated in the
programme. The meeting
concluded with vote of thanks
tendered by Shri T. Ruben,

73 [8hA 86 Nandwana 2. e Jreigiie [ Ry Executive Member of the
..... i 29 |Ms. Laxmi Yadav iati
14, [Dr. L. Raja ' i Association. &
30. [Ms. Sashi Kala Yadav
15.|Dr. P. Adinaryana Reddy Z L
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President and General Secretary,
IAEA met President of India

Shri K.C. Choudhary, President and Dr. Madan
Singh, General Secretary, IAEA met Hon’ble Mrs.
Pratibha Devi Singh Patil, President of India on

20-11-2007 and presented a book — ‘Proudh Aur:

Aajeevan Shiksha' brought out by the Indian Adult
Education Association. Shri K.C. Choudhary informed
her about Fifty-Sixth All India Adult Education
Conference to be organized by the IAEA on December
4-7, 2007. She gave her good wishes for the success
of the conference. |

A Delegation of Europeon Union
visits IAEA

A foreign delegation of Europeon Union paid their
visit to the IAEA on 23-11-2007. They showed their
interest in the ongoing activities of the Association.
They explored the possibility of initiating some
educational programmes in collaboration with the IAEA.
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No funds for higher education

unless HRD agrees to ‘reforms’
Inter-Ministerial Working Group
to prepare agenda

HRD Minister Arjun Singh may not like it. But a
heavy dose of reform is inevitable in higher education
from the Xlth Five Year Plan onwards. And any Central
assistance, particularly funding, would be linked with
this high dose of reform being implemented.

According to the plan approved by the Union
Cabinet, the Planning Commission is setting up an
Inter-Ministerial Working Group (IMWG) to work out the
finer details of this reform agenda in higher education.

HRD sources said IMWG is likely to be set up
before the National Development Council (NDC)
meeting next month.

The Ministry has been told that when the plan is flagged
off after the NDC meeting in December, the Planning
Commission will not compromise on the reform agenda.

“All Central assistance will be linked with
implementation of strong reform aimed at restructuring
higher education.”

According to HRD sources, the reform will cover a
vast area of admission, revision in curricula,
examination system, teaching methods, quality of
faculties, teacher training, appointment of Vice-
Chancellors and research and development.

Education experts in Prime Minister's Office had
earlier suggested that appointment of V-Cs should be on
the basis of merit and not on the any other consideration.

The IMWG, according to the agenda, will propose
introduction of Common Entrance Test (CET) or a
similar form of test in admissions in Central Universities
in the first phase of reforms.

The agenda will also ensure that the Central
universities evolve a system of “continuous internal
evaluation of students”.

The reform process, the HRD sources said will
not leave institutions like UGC untouched as suggested
by Prime Minister-appointed National Knowledge
Commission.

The reform agenda also is set to get more focused

fere e on the issue of guality teachers with introduction of a
process of continuous upgradation of teachers’
capabilities.

! ] 0
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RESULT OF ELECTION OF COUNCIL (INSTITUTIONAL) MEMBERS OF THE

INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

17-B, IP ESTATE, NEW DELHI - 110 002

S. Name Institution 29, | Shri Prafulla Nagar Rajasthan Vidya Peeth Kul
- ; - 30. | Ms. Nirmala Nuwal Haribhau Upadhaya Mahila
1. | Shri PK Bajpayee Udaipur School of Social Work, ' sﬁ&shZuMaiaavid;alaya
ey xgisthan \idyapeety 31. | Shri SK Pandey MP Rashtrabhasha Prachar Samiti
2. | Shri RK Bajpayee JSS, Kanpur Bhopal
3. | Shri Kailash Barod Asha Kala Kendra 32. | Shri RC Patidar Asha Ka}a_ Kendra, Ucha
Madhyamik Vidyalaya
4. | Shri AL Bhargava Open School Deptt. Asha Kala 33. | Shri Ramlal Patidar Ma Umia Patidar Kanya Uchtar
Kendra Madhyamik Vidyalya, Umiadham
5. | Ms. Rajashree Biswas Paschim Banga Nirakharata, 34. | Shri Prabhu Prasad Baideshi Devi Mahila Kalyan, Bihar
L IS, 35. | Shri AH Qureshi Nehru Vikas Mandal
6. | Dr. HS Chandalia MV Shramjeevi College i S i
= = 36. i i Krishi Vikas Sangthan
Shri Sudhir Chatterjee All India Council for Mass Education AR Quesh: e ok
and Development 37. | Dr. MS Ranawat Sri Natnagar Shodh Sansthan,
Shri Rajesh Choudhary | Saket Kalyan Samiti Sitamau
- 38. | Shri Anandilal Sancheti Community Centre, Rajasthan
9. | Shri Ashok Dange Saraswati Sadan, Mhow Vidyapeeth
10. | Shri Sushil Kumar Lok Shikshan Vibhag, Rajasthan 39. | Ms. Lalita Sharma Anganwari Training Centre,
Dashora Vidyapeeth : Huu:mdu
11. | Shri Dinesh Dubey Gyan Vikas Samiti 40. | Shri ML Sharma mgilal Nehru Smarak Pustakalya,
12. | Ms. Saroj Garg Dropdi Devi Sabarmal 41. | Shri Ramesh Sharma Dropdi Devi Sabarmal Kanya
= Mahavidayala
13. | Dr. KR Susheele Gowda | Netaji Rural Development Trust, 42| Dr. Shankar Lal Sharma | Mangal Murthi, Indira Gandhi Janta
Sri Ranganatha Nilaya Vidya Naar College, Dabok
14. | Shri Shabir Hussain Shramjeevi Secondary School 43. | Shri Dinesh Shukla Janpad Vibhag, Rajasthan
15. | Shri SC Jain Pragya Vidhyapeeth
44. | Dr. Madan Singh Institute of Education, Research
16. | Shri YS Jhala B. Kishan lal Shivan Kala Kendra and Welfare
17| Shri BC Joshi NMahatmagandhi Sansthan Bhopal 45. | Prof. PP Singh ﬁggghcﬁgﬂgﬁ Education Dept.,
18. | Ms. Bharti Joshi Devi Ahilya University 46. | Ms. Reena Singh Shri Gurudev Umashive Manorama
- - - 3 Devi Samaj Sanstha, Lucknow
19. | Ms. Anita Khandelwal | Mahila Sarvangirin Vikas Samit 47. | Shri SR Solanky MP Adult Education Association
20. | Shri Suresh Khandelwal | Swarg Mandir Kanya Mahavidyalaya | 48 | Shri Dwarke Sundrani Samanvay Ashram, Bodh Gaya
21. | Shri Bherulal Lohar Sabarmal S. Krishi Senior 49. | Ms. Kunda Supekar State Resource Centre, Indore
ey Schoo 50. | Dr. OPM Tripathi Deptt. Of Adult, Continuing &
: = - .| Dr. ripathi ptt. ult, Continuing
22. | Shri Sudhakar Mansingh | Kalakunj, SRC, UP Extersion Eiaiioh, Gorakipss
23. | Dr. Arun Mishra Dept. of Adult and Continuing and University
Extension Education, HNB, Garhwal | 51. | Shri GP Upadhayay Indore Jilla Praudh Shiksha
University Parishad, Mhow
24. | Shri Anil Kumar Mishra | JSS, Lucknow 52. | Ms. Prabha Vajpayee Rajasthan Mahila Vidayalaya
25. | Shri Biswaijit Mishra Jan Shikshan Sansthan, Angul 53. | Ms. Asha Verma RC Jall Law College, Mhow
26. | Ms. Rajshri Mishra Mahila Sangh, Mhow 54. | Dr. DK Verma \é’lj?ly Singh Pathik Shramjeevi
- : ollege
27. | Shri Kamlesh Mishra Vidhyarthi Vikas Parishad, Mhow 55. | Shri CL Yadav Centre India Proudh Shiksha
= ; Sangh
Tilak College of Teach
28. | Ms. Divya P Nagar Losienya I e el 56. | Shri RC Yadav Literacy House, Lucknow
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India lags in female literacy

India is among the bottom five
countries in South and West Asia,
when it comes to female literacy
rate, says a new report released
by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO).

With a mere 47.8 per cent
female literacy rate, India sits at
the bottom fifth position with
countries like Pakistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan at
more dismal positions.

According to the data
presented in the report for the
period between 1995-2005,
Bangladesh'’s female literacy rate
is 40.8 per cent, Pakistan’s is 35.4
per cent, Nepal's is 34.9, and
Afghanistan's female literacy rate

Is just 12.6 per cent.

Also, less than 60 per cent of
the total adult population of South
and West Asia can read and write.

The report titled ‘Education for
all by 2015. Will we make it?’ was
released at the global literacy
meet organised by the UNESCO
and the ministry of human
resource development (HRD).

The report says that India,
Nigeria and Pakistan account for 27
per cent of the children in the world,
who are not enrolled in schools.

India’s education satellite
Edusat, devoted to distance
learning courses, is one of the
saving graces in the face of a poor
education scenario in this part of

- the world, the report says.

Calling it a revolution in
distance learning, the report says
that a year after its launch in 2004,
“Virtual classrooms have become.
a reality with the connection o §
more than a dozen teacher-
training centres and 50
government schools in Kerala.”

contn. from pg. 3

Declaration were presented by
Dr. V. Mohankumar. Shri Bhau |
Saheb provided guidance and
Prof. B.S. Garg gave his
blessings. Valedictory address)
was given by Shri Kailash®
Chandra Pant and the presidential
address was delivered by Shri
K.C. Choudhary. Dr. Madan Singh,
presented a vote of thanks. ]
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