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INTEGRATING POPULATION EDUCATION
IN LITERACY CAMPAIGNS

The two day seminar on integ-
rating population education with
literacy campaigns which conclu-
d_ed in Hardwar (U. P.) on March
20, 1993 recommended that special
training on population education
should be given to the functionaries
at all levels. It also recommended
that resource persons should also
be involved in the implementation
stage alongwith the volunteers.

t recommended that to get

rrlaximum. advantage of linking
literacy with popuiation education,

the department of education and
family welfare interact more closely
and workout mechanism which
promote the cause of both.

The Seminar convened by the
Indian Adult Education Association

in collaboration with Department of
Adult, Continuing Education and
Extension, Gurukul Kangri Vishvavi-
dyalaya (GKV) was attended by 30
Participants representing the Uni-
Versities Colleges, NGO’s and
other Sducational institutions.
Inaugurming it,
cellor of GKV pyo¢
lankar said mory;
added to the liter

the Vice-Chan-
Subhash Vidya-
values must be
Y programme

which would ultimately help in
controlling population. He said in
literacy education mental and
spiritual development should be
interwoven.

Shri B.S. Garg, President, |AEA
in his presidential address said that
total development of the individual
should be the main thrust of literacy
campaigns and population educa-
tion should be an in-built compo-
nent in literacy programmes.

Earlier, Prof, Bharat Bhushan, Re-
gistrar of the Vishvavidyalaya, in his
welceme speech said that education
of children and adults should be

undertaken  simultaneously
that illiteracy is

source.

S0
attacked at its

Shri K. C. Choudhary, General

Secretary, |AEA proposed a vote of
thanks.

During the plenary sessions the
following papers were presented :

1) Integrating Population Educa-
tion with Literacy Campaigns.

2) Population Education in Adult
Literacy — In Retrospect
Prospect.

and

3) Population and Literacy.

Recommendations,

It made the following recom-
mendations :

1. The seminar on integrating
population education in literacy
campaigns held in Hardwar on
March 19-20 notes with regret that
the country has failed to control its
population inspite of over 40 year
of work in family planning.

2 The seminar feels that the
literacy and population control are
most important issues on which the
growth of the individual, community
and the nation depend. It therefore
stresses the integration of the two
so as to bring a significant change
in the quality of life of the masses.

3. The seminar notes with satis=
faction that total literacy campaigns
have been launched in about 190
districts of the country but not
many meaningful efforts have been
made to integrate population
education in [iteracy campaigns.
It calls for concerted efforts to
integrate the two so that the
benefits of literacy and of the
small family reach all sectiens of
the community.

4 The seminar feels that the
component of population education ¢



should be integrated at the environ-
ment building stage so that literacy
campaigns might not confine only
to imparting of three R’s but should
also include message on the need
for a small family.

5. To achieve the objective of
integrating population education in
literacy campaigns, the seminar
recommends that special training/
orientation on population education
should be given to the functionaries
at all levels. In addition to this,
it feels that resource persons in
population education should also
be involved in the programme
in the implemention stage so that
imparting of population education
should not remain merely with the
volunteer instructors only,

6. The seminar recommends that
the population education should be
integrated in the curriculum both at
the under graduate and post-grad-
uate lovels so as to get trained man-

power to impart population educa-
tion.

7. It recommends that both in
the primers and follow-up materials
special emphasis should be given
to the population education s0 that
along with literacy the message of
the small family norm is adopted by
the beneficiaries in thejr daily life,

8. To get maximum advantage
of linking literacy with population
education, the seminar recommends
that the departments of educatian
and the family welfare interact more
closely and workout mechanism
which promote the cause of the
both.

9. The seminaf recommends
that the dialogue of integrating
population education with literacy
campaigns started in  Hardwar

2

should be continued in different
parts of the country in which
government departments, universi-
ties, state resource centres and the
NGO's should be actively involved.

10. The seminar feels that the
programme of population education
should be so designed that it
touches the head and heart of the
people and enable the participants
to undertake independent decisions

to control the population.
O

Valuing Women Equally :
A country’s Best
Investment

Women's right to self-determi-
nation is rapidly becoming recogni-
zed as one of the keys to develop-
ment. Raising the status of women
by improving their education, health
and living conditions is far more
than a humanitarian consideration;
it is essential for slower population
growth and for economic and social
progress. Women should be given
high priority in development spend-
ing and international aid policies.

In today’s technological world,
skills and education are much more
important to economic growth
than the sheer guantity of labour
power. Education—especially for
women is also associated with
lower fertility: it is the link between
economic growth and slower popu-
lation growth.

W

“One may debate to what extent
illiteracy is a cause or consequence
of poverty, but there can be little
doubt of the linkage between
education and economic well-
being”.

~John Ryan

Aged population onrise

As India’s population increases
at the speed of one birth every 55
seconds approximately, it is the
people in the age group of 60 years
and above who |ead the race with
the highest rate of growth.

The current population of
‘elderly’ persons in the country is
34.3 million and by the year 2000
it is expected to touch 48.1 million.
These statistics rate India as the
country_with the largest proportion
of the world’s elderly population.

These facts were highlighted by
doctors and experts specialising in
geriatrics from the United Kingdom
and from within the country at a
recent workshop on ‘Public Health
Implications of Ageing in India’ in
Delhi.

According to a survey of the
aged population by the National
Sample Survey Organisation, 45
percent males and 44.8 per cent
females suffered from chronic illne-
sses. The most common illnesses
reported was the problems in the
joint, followed by chronic cough,
hyperatension, heart disease and
diabetes were reportedly the most
common illnesses among the urban
population.

According to Dr. S. Guha Roy

of the Indian Statistical Institute,
females suffer more than males

from visual diserders. This could
possibly be attributed to their low
nutritious diet and a deficiency of
vitamin A in particular that is most
commonly found among the aged
population, speech disability was
as low as 285 persons per lakh, he

said.
L



CALL TO LAY STRESS ON FEMALE
LITERACY

The SAARC women teachers
seminar which began in New
Delhi on April 10, 1993 has em-
phasised the need for female
literacy. Speakers said female
literacy was a more sensitive index
of social development than the
overall literacy rate.

The seminar was attended by
delegates from eight countries and
Wwas organised by the All India
Federation of Teachers Organisa-
tions. In his inaugural address,
Mr.  Pius Tirkey, MP, said the
SAARC region comprises 20 per
cent of the world’s population and
3.5 per cent of the total land area.
But the per capita income of its
Mmember countries was among the

lowest in the world, well bslow
450 US dollars.

He said teachsr leaders from
SAARC countries could create
history in the South Asia region
by.fosterin_q solidarity  through
regional Cooperation. In fact,
education for understanding wss
fundamentaﬂya task for the edu-
cators, not for politicians or econo-
Mists. Women teachers, in parti-
C_Ular. Could do much to create the
rght attitude i, their  pupils

by destroying existing barriers to
understanding,

Any attempt at education for
fsuch internatjonal understanding
‘N the present school set up would
::ctljui:ab? r;..,sorientation of outlook
o s ézzt'wes' a reinterpretation
> 1ect matter and teach-
NG 3pproach 45 cortain subjects
and a greater €Mphasis on certain

aspects of these subjects which
have been largely ignored or
glossed over in the past, he said.

The first paper presented at the
seminar was on the issue of
women literacy by Ms. Kamla
Goel, chairperson of the organising
committee. She said the existing
evidence indicated that female
literacy rates and the absolute
number of female illiterate would
continue to increase in the SAARC
region unless a simultaneous
attempt was made to universalise
primary schooling and educate
illiterates through mass campaigns.

She pointed out that unless a
serious effort in specific terms of
resource allocation and gender-
specific  strategy to universal
primary education was adopted,
there would be an additional 50
million girls added to the pool of
450 million female illiterates in this
sub-region.

The paper suggested that a
strong appeal be made to national
leadership and international orga-
nisations to address themselves
to the gender question more
squarely, both in policy and im-
plementation. The rhetoric of
equality between the sexes and
an end to all discrimination against
women requires restructuring of
relations among nations and popu-
lation groups and reallocation of
national and international
budgets.

Interestingly, the economics of
education indicates that both

private and social returns to
women’s education was greater
than those for men at virtually
every level and at worst equal to
those for men, the paper added.

Congress on Preparation
for Ageing

The Interational Association of
the Third Age will be organising
XVII International [AUTA Congress
on the theme “Preparation for
Ageing” in Jyvaskyla, Finland on
August 12-14, 1994.

The focus of the Congress will
be on the following questions :

What is old age as a stage of.
life and what kind of development
challenges does it involve ? On:
what terms and conditions can
people in old age retain their
individuality, subjectivity and
autonomy ? What does old age
consist in, or what could it consist
in from the point of view of rela-
tions between generations ? What
kind of ethical guestions should
be considered in interventions by
society into the life of elderly
people ?

How is the existing body of
knowledge on ageing and old age
utilized in the production of social
health and cultural services for
ageing people; how can the appli-
cation and availability of know-
ledge be improved ? What is the
role of retirement training in the
efforts to improve the quality of
life of elderly people ?

What can the individual do to
ensure a good old age ? To what
extent is it possible and sensible
to plan ageing and old age
in advance ?

Further information :  Ms Taru-
Maija Heilala, Congress Secretary,

P.O. Box 35, SF-40361 Jyvaskyla,
Finland.



BOLD RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
CONTROL OF POPULATION

The high power population
committee set up by the National
Development Council has made
some bold recommendations. It has
recommended that people with
more than two children may be
excluded from the public distribu-
tion system.

The Government should seriously
consider introducing disincentives,
which would affect the interests of
people, who do not conform to the
two-child norm. However, these
disincentives should be withdrawn
if the couple undergoes sterilisa-
tion operations or if the wife is
beyond the reproductive age group,
says the report.

For Government servants, the
committee has said that priority in
allotment of accommodation shouid
be given to employees who have
only two children; that any public

servant who has more than
two children; or who violates
the Child Marriage  Restraint

Act should be debarred from pro-
motion for a period of five years

and the birth of a fourth child
should result in dismissal from
service

it has also suggested that low-
interest loans for house building
and vehicles should be given only
to population-conscious officers
who do not have more than two
children: leave travel concession
and medical facilities should be
provided only for two ehildren; and
finally, that persons with more than
wwo children or those who have
violated the Child Marriage Rest-

4

raint Act should be debarred from
recruitment in Government/auto-
nomous  bodies/public  sector
undertakings.

The committee has pointed out
that in other countries religious
leaders have played a key role in
family planning programmes. The
Committee has suggested that
here, too, religious leaders should
be approached for support to the
Government’s populstion policy.

In addition to workshops to
convince religious leaders of the
need for spreading the population
control message, the Committee
has suggested that study tours
within the country and outside
should be arranged for them,
Special literature incorporating
religious teachings should also be
developed and distributed.

These are some of the sugges-
tions contained in the 110 page
report of the Committee, which was
headed by Kerala Chief Minister
K. Karunakaran. Ilts members were
the then Health Minister M. L.
Fotedar, Union Minister Margaret
Alva, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister,
J Jayalalitha, former Kashmir
Chief Minister Faroog Abdullah,
the then chief ministers of Rajas-
than and Madhya Pradesh and
Planning Commission Member
Dr. J.S. Bajaj-

Since it has been found that
drugs are often not available in
sub-centres, it has been suggested
that the drug budget be increased
from Rs.2000 to Rs. 5000 per year,

and that the Family Welfare De-
partment consider setting up an
organisation to supply drugs and
other consumables directly to sub-
centres. Abortion and sterilisation
facilities should be created at
each primary/community health
centre.

The Population Committee was

asked to review the family welfare
programme and suggest ways to
achieve people’s participation,
remove infrastructural bottlenecks
and recommend changes in the
programme’s system of financing
among others to have the way for
the formulation of a national
policy

The committee, which deliber-
ated for nearly one year on the
population problem, has observed
that the family welfare programme
over 40 years has “not yielded the
desired results” and that its out-

reach and quality are poor.

—Indian Express

Gandhigram Rural Institute

The Gandhigram Rural Institute
(Deemed University) is offering the
following courses (i) Two Year
Diploma in Khadi and Handloom
Technology (ii) Three Year B. A.
Degree in Rural Industries and
Management and (iii) Two year
M.A. Degree in Rural Industries and

Management.

Further information can be had
from Dr. N. Thillainayam Head
Department of Rural Industries and
Management, Gandhigram Rural
Institute, Gandhigram 624 302,
Dindigul, Anna District (TN).



NATIONAL CONVENTION ON LITERACY
AND WOMEN’'S EQUALITY

Several hundred young men and
women as well as activists from
different parts of the country
assembled in Jhansi (Uttar Pradesh)
on April 8-9-1993 to spread the
message of literacy, womens equa-
lity and peace.

As many as eight batches, six of
whom undertook journey on March
8 and the rest on March 10, too
converged at Jhansi on April 8.
During the course of their journey
every Jatha made attempts to
create an environment where
women would demand knowledge
and information, thus empowering
themselves to change their lives
and society, The Jathas also aimed
at spreading the message that edu-
cation of women was a precondi-
tion for fighting their oppression;
for creating a more peaceful and
humane society.

They also attempted to increase
dWareness ghout the shocking
.status Of Women'’s education and
Issued a powerful, appeal to all
sections to improve the literacy and
educational status of women. They
highlighted the plight of girl-child
and stressed the need for universa-
lisation of elementary education as
a way of addressing the issue. In
nutshell, the Jathas were attempts
to take to the widest possible sec-
tion of people the message that the
education of women, is closely lin-
ked to the empowerment of women
“Nd both were necessary to achieye
98nder equality.
e?tides making an effort to
Consolidate and build upon the
mobilisation of women the

Samata carried the message of
peace and communal harmony as
it stands for countering the commu-
nal monster which feeds upon
ignorance and divisiveness, through
education and unity of all Indian
women whatever be their religion
or faith The Jathas in fact were
cultural caravans travelling through
villages and towns performing
plays, singing songs, essentially
using a cultural, typically folk
medium, to communicate with
people in a manner that was claimed
to be effective and above all
encouraging. Travelling for about
30 days and covering more than 20
States while giving two to three
programmes in a day, these jathas
converged in Jhansi.

Inaugurating the convention,
Secretary Education in the Union
Ministry of Human Resource Deve-
lopment Mr S.V. Giri said that wo-
men who constituted about half of
the population were not themselves
aware of their capabilities. He said
that we could not keep half of the
population out of any programme
and strive to achieve results. He
said that awakening of women was
necessary in the developmental
programmes. Similarly, Mr. Giri
opined that women had to play
bigger role in achieving the univer-
salisation of elementary education.
He assured full support from the
Government in such endeavours.

Executive chairperson of the
Samata Dr. Veena Mazumdar and
Col. (Dr.) Luxmi Sehgal of the INA
fame also addressed the inaugural
session,

In the afternoon on the inaugu-
ral day, the jathas took out a co-
lourful procession. The procession
concluded at the Qila grounds
where cultural programmes were
performed in the backdrop of
ruins of the Jhansi Fort where
Luxmi Bai, Jhansi Ki Rani, fought
valiantly against the British impe-
rialists.

Population Growth : The
Changing Landscape

World population, which will
reach 5.48 billion in mid 1992 and
6 billion by 1998, is growing faster
than ever before: three people
every second, more than 250,000
every day. At the beginning of the
decade the annual addition was 93
million; by the end it will aproach
100 million. At this rate the world
will have almost a billion more
people (roughly the population of
China) by the year 2000. Approxi-
mately ninety-five per cent of this
population growth is occuring in
the developing countries.

Growth is not expected to stop
altogether till the year 2200, when
world population may stabilize at
approxmately 11.6 billion—over
twice its present level. But if ferti-
lity declines more slowly, following
the less optimistic “‘high variant,”
projection, the world might reach
that level before the middle of the
next century.

“Some people seem to think
education is not so important
as putting up a factory.

| may sacrifice any number of
factories, but | will not sacrifice
human beings and their education,
because it is the human being who
set up factories and produces the

things we want.”
—Jawaharlal Nehru




ICDS WORLD'’S LARGEST NUTRITION
PROGRAMME

The Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services (ICDS) scheme of
the Department of Women and
Child Development, Ministry of
Human Resource Development,
has become the world’s largest
nutrition programme for children.

According to the annual report
of the depanment for 1992-93,
the beneficiaries under the scheme
include 1.83 crore children and
mothers.

Initiatives for the promotion of
women’s welfare and develop-
ment and preparation of the
national plan for children and the
SAARC Plan for the Girl Chiid
were some of the significant de-
velopment of the period under
review. The Planning Commission
has approved an outlay of
Rs. 2000 crore for the Eighth Plan
for the department, according to
an official release.

Launched in 1975 with 33
projects, the ICDS with 2765 pro-
jects being operated through a
network of 3.39 lakh Anganwadi
centres, has today emerged as
a unique comprehensive child care
programme. An integrated package
of servees is provided under the
scheme for pre-school children
and expectant and nursing mothers
in rural and tribal areas and urban
slums. The honoraria of Angan-
wadi workers and helpers were
raised during the year. A scheme
for adolescent girls has been
started bv the department in 507
blocks of the country. The scheme
is meant for school drop-out girls
in the age group of 11 to 18 years.

The measures for promotion of
women’s development included
awareness generation, empower-
ment through education, training,
support services and legal safe-
guards.

The National Commission for
Women has been reviewing the
laws relating to safeguards for
women, The commission members
have been visiting jails to study the
problem of women in custody.

Two major initiatives proposed
by the department include the
National Credit Fund for Women
and the Indira Mahila Yojana. The
proposed credit fund seeks to
cover the poorest of the poor
women who need credit but are
unable to reach any formal credit
system, This is expected to give a
boost to self-employment ventures.
The proposed Indira Mahila Yojana

visualises a holistic delivery of
of services to women and children.
Details of the scheme are being
finalised. ]

No education, no marriage

If a person in not ljterate, he or
she cant simply get married.
That's the 300-hundred-year old
convention in Finland.

This interesting point was made
by the Finnish delegate at the
Inter-Parliamentary Union’s con-
fernce in New Delhi. He was
participating in the discussion on
the implementation of education
and culture for better awareness
of democratic values.

He told the conference that it
was the Finnish way to ensure or
enforce universal and compulsory
literacy at all levels. There was
no legal sanction, butthe sanction
of local customs was behind it,
which made literacy a pre-quisite
for marriage.

Recent Books for Neo-Literates

1. KARVA SACH
Nishat Farooq

Rs. 4.00

2. SUHANI SEEKH
Ramdas Shastri

Rs 6.00

3. JEENE KI CHAH
Mricula Seth

Available from

Rs. 10.00

Indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate

New Delhi-110002




EDUCATION CESS WILL BOOST
LITERACY : NDC

The National Development
Council (NDC) committee on edu-
cation has suggested that Central
and state governments explore the
Possibility of levying an education
cess on urban and rural revenues,
incomes and properties.

In its report placed before the
recently concluded NDC m.eting
in New Delhi, the Lalthanhawla
committee said this cess should
be levied in such a manner that
its proceeds were available both
to the Centre and states and were
totally earmarked and utilised for
the promotion of literacy, including
elementary education.

The committee is of the view
that the outlay for the two sub-

Sectors of elementary education
(EE) and adult education (AE)
should in, successive annual Flve-
Year Plans, be not less than 50 per
cent of education sector outlay
till the goals of universal element-
ary education (UEE) and eradi-

cation of adult illiteracy have been
achieved.

Other members of the commi-
ttee include the minister of human
'esource development Mr Arjun
Singh, the West Bengal chief mini-
ster Mr. Jyoyi Basu, the Bihar
chief minister, Mr. Laloo Prasad
Yadav, the Punjab chief minister,
Mr. Beant Singh, the former Union

minister, Mr. Ajjt Kumar Panj
anja
and member, Planning Commissicjm

Dr, Chitra Naik.

andT::Committee said in all states
ecuti\;emn territories, a state ex-
; Committee of national
literacy Mission (NLM) should be

set up with powers to process the
proposals of total literacy cam-
paigns (TLC) and the relationship
of the states and Central govern-
ments be clearly defined in this
respect.

Global Assistance: It said
the Centre should explore the
possibilities of getting assistance
from international organisations
for the supply of necessary quanti-
ty of printing paper for literacy and
post-literacy material, text-books,
supplementary reading books and
particularly, sets of text-books for
primary school pupils in formal
and non-formal channels or coping
with the demand generated by
total literacy campaigns.

Referring to elementary educa-
tion, the committee said that the
curriculum here should be so
modified and diversified that while
it is linked with secondary educa-
tion on the one hand, it might
become relevant and oriented to
work situations, on the other,
especially for the 14 plus age
group in non-formal channels.

The teachers should be trained
in the techniques of using and for-
mulating the pedagogical inputs
and tests essential to enable the
pupils to attain the minimum
levels of learning in the formal and
non-formal channels.

For adult education, the com-
mittee said to attract illiterate
adults towards literacy a variety of
area specific and need-based moti-
vational activities should be de-
signed indigenously.

The committee said a serious
effort should be made by the
government at the Central and
state level to secure increased
participation of voluntary agencies
and social activist groups involved
in grassroot level work, since the
success of the programmes of uni-
versal elementary and adult edu-
cation depends mainly on the
participation of the people.

Democratic decentralisation
upto panchayat level be expedited
and  micro-planning from the
village level upwards be urgently
supported as envisaged in the
programme of action, 1992.

The responsibility to be en-
trusted to the panchayats for
gathering reliable data on universal
primary education and literacy
programme and planning, moni-
toring and evaluating the progra-
mmes would require such techni-
cal support as computerisation, the
committee said.
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Documents

~ Miura, Seiichiro, Life lcng

learning in Japan : An Introduction.

Tokyo, National Federation of
Social Education, 1992. 238 p

The purpose of book is to
introduce the basic outline of life-
long learning in Japan. In July
1990 the law for promotion of life-
long learning was enacted, follow-
ing which diverse and various fields
quickly began preparations to
deal with the changes of the time.
This book tries to explain both the

ideas behind and the systen:ls
supporting lifelong learning M
Japan. It includes the laws,

proposals and guidelines produced
by the related administrative
sections and miscellaneous bodies.

Gachuchi, D and Matiru (Eds.)
Handbook for designing and

writing distance education mate-

German Foundation

for International Development
Education, Science and Documen-
tation Centre. 1989. 179 p.

The book provides background
information” for  administrators,
tutors and new writers of distance
education materials.

It has the following self con-
tained units :

1. OQOverview of distance
education, 2. Distance educa-
tion systems and subsystems,
3. Learners characteristics, 4. Wri-
ting objectives 5. Writing to be
read and understood, 6. Active

rials. Bonn,

learning, 7. Developing a
format  for writing. 8.  The
role of wvisualization in distance
education  materials, 9. The
editorial process, 10 Practical
aspect of pre-testing distance,

education materials 11. The prin-
ting process 12. A summary of
course development from planning
to printing.

Razia Abbas. Calculating
Women, Unesco, 1991, 23 p.

This is one ina series of 12
booklets produced at the Unesco
writing workshop to develop mate-
rials with limited reading skill in
Chiangrai, Thailand.

The main objective of the
booklet is to motivate women and
relate arithmetic to their day to day
to life.

Training opportunities in the

informal sector of Freetown in

Sierra Leone. A Research Study,

Institutions.

Supplement to Adult Education
and Development No. 37 1991,
188 p.

The present study surveys the
various types of informal sector
activities in urban Sierra Leone
(Freetown), highlighting  the
characteristics of particular trades,
the tools and equipment used. The
main focus involves an explora-
tion of what happens in the lear-
ning environment in the place of
work, the status of learning and

apprentices, their
and potential for
informal

prospects of
certification
future contribution in
sector activities.

Seth, Mridula. Research and
Aétion : Invelvement of Academic

In Adult Education

and Development, March 1992,
No 38 p 269-74.

This paper discusses rationale
and need for action programmes
by academic institutions, In this

perspective it analyses the follo-

wing questions :

1. Why and to what extent should
an academic institution get

invelved in action progra-
mimes 7

2. Should this be considered as
an extra curricular activity or

integrated into the course
curriculum ?
3. What kinds of resources/

support systems required to
maintain activities that are
action oriented ?

4. |s there a need for change in
the attitude of the academic
community to accept involve-
ment in action programmes as
a component of the university
system ?

Singh, Ranjit, Communication
Technology for Rural Development,

Delhi, B.R. Publishing Corporation,
1993, 154 p. :

The document discusses the
importance of communication and
its place in the rural development
along with communication process
and planning. It also presents
various communication channels
and process of their use and
techniques of communicating with
rural youths and women. Some
of the chapters in this document
are :

1. Rural development and
communication, 2. Communication
process, 3, Planning communica-
tion strategy, 4. Channels of
communications, 5 Lo al leaders
as key communicators, 6. commu-
nication with rural women, 7.
Communication with rural youths,
8. Communication of technology
and its adoption.

A bibliography on communica=

tion is given at the end.

Rogers, Alan Ed. Partners in
Literscy : A  Pilot Attitudinal

Survey of Literacy Animators in

Tamil Nacu. Norfolk, Education
b R i
for Development, 1989. 42 p,

This report indicate some of
the ways in which the attitudes
held by literacy animators towards
themselves, towards the import-
ance of their task, towards the
learners in their classes and to-
wards the agencies who employ
them will influence their commit-
menl! and effectiveness.

fdited, printed and published by J.L. Sachdeva, Director, Indian Adult Education Associatian, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate,

New Delhi-110002.

Tele : 3721336 : 3319282, Printed at N.S, Printers, Dharampura, Delhi-110006.
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CALL TO PROMOTE ADULT EDUCATION
THROUGH PANCHAYATS

Shri SM Yahya, Minister for
Higher Education, Government of
Karnataka said in Bangalore on
April 24, 1993 that Panchayats
should play a pivotal role in pro-
Motion of adult education. He
Said that the Governments should
fully support the Panchayats in
implementing  adult education
programme and make it obligatory
on them to achieve total literacy

11 their areas.

_ SPri Yahya gaid that in total
literacy C8mpaigns, preference
should be given to the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Slum
dwellers and Muslims. He feared
that under 1he campaigns, these
Were still being left out and

all out effoyg, should be made to
educate them

. Shri Yahya was delivering the
Inaugural address of the South
Zone Conference on Adult Educa-

2?“ at the NDR| Campus. It was
ca&:ie;msed by the Indian Adyilt Edy-
Delhini Association (IAEA), New

1 collaboration With Tamil

Nadu gg
drg v
Madras_ of Rural Development,

He Said that to strengthen the

democracy, literacy was the only
answer. Through literacy, he said
that quality of life gets improved.
Inequalities in all spheres, parti-
cularly in education should be
reduced so that conflicts, tensions
and confrontations - could be
avoided amang the youth.

Shri Yahya pleaded for develop-
ing social consciousness to elimi-
nate illiteracy from the country.
Teachers, he felt, could do won-
ders if they teke it as a movement,
He said that all, particularly the
youths, social and political workers
should be actively involved so as
to make it a mass movement.

Earlier, Dr. MN Sinha, Head,
Department of Extension, NDR]I,
Bangalore in his welcome address
said that adult education should

not be confined to literacy alone, '

but its ultimate aim should be life
long education.

Dr. KS Pillai, Chairman, South
Zone, JAEA and Director, Adult,
Continuing Education and Exten-
sion, University of Kerala in his
presidential address said that total
literacy could be achieved if the
dropouts and pushouts at the

{Continued on Page 2)

Annual Conference in Pune
December 27-30, 1993

The Indian Adult Education
Association will be organising its
45th All India Adult Education Con-
ferencs in Pune (Maharastitra) on
December 27-30, 1993. It is being
organised in cooperation with
Indian Institute of Education, Pune

The theme is ‘‘Total Literacy in
the Context of Education for All by
the Year 2000".

The Zakir Husain Memorial
Lecture wili be delivered on the
oc asion by (Smt.) Chitra Naik,
Member, Planning Commission,
Government of India.

A exhibition of materials on
adult education (books, posters,
charts) will be organised during the
conference.

K.C. Choudhary Member
M.P. Backward Class
Commission

Shri K. C. Choudhary, General
Secretary, Indian Adult Education
Association has been nomirated
as a Member of Madhya Pradesh
Backward Class Commission (with
the rank of Minister of State) for
a period of three years,




(Continied from Page 1)
elementary education stage were
stoppé‘d: . He said voluntary effort
has to be mobilised and effective
climate for .iteracy has to be
created 'tc';_ _prqm‘aie literacy in the
zone, fat B

Sﬂh_Ff J.L. Sachdeva, Director,
IAEA, New Delhi in his discussion
paper feared that it would be diffi-
cult to get volunteer instructors for
200 hours. He said that training
has been found to be a weak link in
TLCs and'serious efforts are needed
to make it more effective and
meaningful.

He said schools should be
given responsibility to completely
eradicate illiteracy in their area and
adult education teacher should be

appointed in each school to
achieve the goal.
He pleaded for establishing

JSNs in various parts of the coun-
try with revised budgetary provi-
sion and functions.

The delegates were divided
into four groups to discuss the
sub-themes of the conference :

1. Teacher-student involvement
in Adult Edueation programme.

2, Role of Universities and
Veluntary Agencies in Adult
Education Programme.

3. What approaches are needed
to achieve about 80-85 per
cent literacy by the year
2000 ?

4, Strategies for Post-literacy
and Continuing Education.

Recommendations

The Conference made the
following regpmmendations :

2

The South Zone Conference on
Adult Education held in Bang-

alore on April 24-25, 1993 re- °

commended that Government
should establish a " literacy
award equivalent to the best
teacher award for recognition
and contribution of individuals

~ for promotion of adult educa-

tion in the country or alter-
natively the . overnment may
consider the literacy work as
one of the main criteria for
the best teacher award at the
state or. national level.

. To achieve the target of edu-

cation for.all by the year 2000,
the Conference. recommended
that NSS, NCC, Scouts and
Guides should be utilised only
for literacy work during the
next five years.

. The Conference recommended

that the Government should
involve the NSS Progra-
mme  Coordinators | Progra-
mme Officers of Universities
and Colleges under the Total

Literacy Campaigns.

. It recommedded that voluntary

organisations of proven record
of good work in adult edu-
cation should be allotted
funds in addition to the
Saksahrta Samities so that
the target of achieving
80-85% literacy could be
achieved during the Eighth
Five Year Plan.

. The Conference recommended

that both electronic and
traditional media should be
effectively  utilised  in the

training as well as as teaching
in the TLC districts,

6.

It recommended that vocation-
al treining and appropriate
technblogy should be inter-
woven with the literacy pro-
gramme $o as to improve the
quality of life of the func-
tionaries

The Conference recommended
that proper . .coeordination
should be there between
governmental and non-govern-
mental organisations so as to
achieve the target of total
literacy.

. The Conference recommended

that Panchayats should be
actively involved in ths im-
plementation of the adult edu-
cation work and they should
be allocated funds for imple-
menting the programme and
should also be held responsi-
ble if the targets were not
achieved during the period

O
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Recommendations for
Nehru and Tagore Literacy
Awards Invited

The Indian : Adult Education
Association has invited recomenda-
‘tions for-Nehru and Tagore'Literacy
Awards for outstanding contribu-
‘tion towards the promotion of
literacy, adult education and con-
tinuing education.

The awardees for these awards
will be selected from a panel of
_names recornmeénded by the Institu-
tional “and Life “membets of the
Association, the State Education
Departments, Universities and Col-
lectors of TLC Districts and All
!ndia level organisations working
In the field of adult education. '

_ The following types of works

Will be considered for the Award &

(i) Literacy work among illi
terates;

(i) Follow-up work for neo-
literates; :

(iiii) Continuing education work;
and

(vi) Organisatiorialj Supervisory
Work

The

3 Tagore Literacy Award
will, J Y

hOWever' be awarded
only to lhDse_' who ha\}e done

outstanding work in  promoting
literacy among women,

- The last date for receipt of re-
f0r’“l'lmamdations On prescribed pro-
M3 is July 15, 1993,

[

Committee formed to
Identify Best District in

" Kerala

"The Government of Kerala has
constituted a three member
Committ_ee-‘with Dr. K.S. Pillai of

“Kerala University as ‘its Chairman
“to study and identify the best and

second best District in Kerala for

‘presentation of Chief Minister's

Trephy and Shizld respectively for
\‘ -
commendable work in Phase Il

of the Akhshara Kerala Project
launched in October 1891 and

‘being completed in May 93.

From 3rd May to 24th May 1993

‘the team is visiting all the 14
‘Districts for

discussions with
functionaries and learners, visit to
centres, verification of documented
activities etc. so as to submit its

‘report by May 31, 1993.

- The third phase of -Akhshara-
Keralem Project (continuing edu-
cation) is likely to be launched in
June 1993.

KL Zakir Honoured

All India Citizen's Council
presented Shikhar Saman to Shri
K.L. Zakir, Secretary, Haryana
Urdu Academy and Associate
éecretary, Indian Adult Education
Association for his outstanding
contribution to Urdu Literature
and Journalism in New Delhi on
May 17, 1993. Shri Vasant Sathe

Chairman, Indian. Gouncil for
Cultural Relations presented the
award.

]

One who lacks education is a
funny crgature,
, ~A Telugu Adage

PN Panicker 85th Birthday

‘"Celebrated

The 85th birthday of Shri PN
‘Panicker, the initiater of Kerala
Library ~ociety and the founder of
the Kerala Association for Non-
formal Education and Develop-
ment (Kanfed) was celebrated in
Trivandrum on March 3, 1993.
The function was inaugurated by
Shri B Rachiah, Governor of Kerala,
Shri K Karunakaran, Chief Minister
of Kerala presided over the
function.

A charitable Scciety named PN
Panicker Foundation under Charit-
able Societies Act has been formed.
Shri SM  Jacob, Minister for
Cultural Affairs presented the
foundation to the nation. Shri ET
Muhammed Basheer, Minister for
Education, Shri CT Ahmmedali,
Minister for Local Administration,
Shri PP George, Minister for
Agriculture, Shri MV Raghavan,
Minister for Coop-ration and other
important personalities of Kerala
attended the function.

The following programmes are
being envisaged by the Foundation:
awards to voluntary social workers
who have rendered creditable servi-
ces to the society; a training centre
for social workers ; facilities
to libraries to provide continuing
education facilities and also
training in employment, to impart

legal literacy ; conscientization
camps for family welfare, help
youth to work for self employ-

ment and establish a social service
centre at Trivandrum. &
L.
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New Plan for better
Primary Education

The Department of Education,
Ministry of Human Resource De-
velopment, has constituted a core
group for a new programme to
improve the state of primary
education.

Known as the District Primary
Education Programme, it will be
iaunched in educationally backward
districts as also in the districts
where the success of the total
literacy campaign has increased
the demand for primary education.

The core group has been con-
stituted with the joint secretary
incharge of planning in the edu-
cation department as chairperson
and the faculty members of the
National Council for Educational
Research and Training and the
National Institute of Educational
Planning and Administration. In
the new programme, the emphasis
will be on the education for girls
and socially disadvantaged groups.

The contribution of the Centre
is expected to be about 8 per cent.
While the quantum of funding will
depend upon the district plan
and its appraisal, the over-all in-
vestment is expected to be in the
range of Rs. 30-40 crore per
district,

O

“People who read can be free

because  reading banishes

ignorance and superstition,

—Thomas Jefferson

Views on New Plan

PRIMARY EDUCATION

The new programme launched
by the Department of Education,
Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD), to further
primary education has some pro-
mising features, Called the district
primary education project, it is
based on the belief that local
initiative and planning will be able
to do_more than what centralised
planning has done in four decades
to achieve universalisation of
primary education. Many educa-
tionists have been urging such a-
change for a long time and there-
fore the sight of the MHRD bestir-
ring itself at last to do something
to improve village schools is cause
for some cheer. Whether children
will have reason to be pleased
remains to be seen.

The focus in the new project is
said to be on local-level planning
with disaggregated targets and
decentralised management. This
bu-eaecratese mosans that each
district will identify its own school-
ing problems, find its own solu-
tions and monitor the impact of
changes it introduces. The shift
from national and state level plann-
ing for primary education to district
level planning suggests that there
will be a better chance of appropri-
ate decisions being taken. National
and state statistics on primary
school enrolment and drop-out
rates disguise an enormous variety
of local factors. While the reason
for high drop-out rates is gene-ally
the appallingly poor quality of
teaching, there is no general
panacea for all districts. Teacher
training may yield moreresults i
one school, community supervision

may be the answer in another.
Wide variation in the socio-eco-
nomic factors responsible for the
high drop-out rate also call for
specific answers,

The logic of Ilocal decision
making is clear. Questions arise
about how the MHRD proposes to
bring about the change. Targeted

.districts are educationally backward

ones where the level of female
literacy is below the national
average as well as ones where total
literacy campaigns have created a
demand for elementary education.
This is a reasonable basis to start
with. The district primary educa-
tion project also has the right
objectives; improving school facili-
ties, reducing disparities in access
to education including gender
disparites, local community involve-
ment etc. The big question is who
will implement each district pro-
ject ? Can the existing educational
bureaucracies and political estab-
lishments in backward districts be
galvanised to interact with com-
munity volunteers and NGOs? Even
the National Literacy Mission
which has utilised such structures
has not been successful every-
where. What is more, continuing
total literacy campaigns are cruci-
ally dependent still on direction
from the top, that is, key bureay-
crats in the MHRD and State
Education Departments and the
political leadership. A mission
approach to primary education
could work if the groundwork for
local support is laid carefully in
advance.
—Indian Express
May 11, 1993



NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON PREPARATION
OF MATERIAL BASED ON ELECTRONIC
" AND FOLK MEDIA

The State Resource Centre,
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
.in collaboration with Directorate of
Adult Education, Government of
India organised a ‘National Work-
shop on Preparation of Material
Based on Electronic and Folk Media
with spegialreference to Women &
other Disadvantaged Groups' in
‘New Delhi on May 3-12, 1993.

The obj'ect_'ives"" of the \;bo'rkéhdp
were ! i3 1 3 A '
1. To identify and éna!yzé the

needs and problems of women

and other disadvantaged
groups. AT -

2. To develop material based on
the needs of these groups
using electronic and folk
media. '

3. To develop print material to
supplement the electronic and
folk media materials produced
during the workshop.

naugurating the Workshop,
Prof. Mohaq, Miyan, Dean, Faculty
of Education and Fine Arts, Jamia
Millia Islamia said that the task,
message and the cost factor should
be taken into consideration while
Producing materials for women and
the disadvantaged groups. He
emphasised the need to impart

messages  through muiti media
packages.

In his key-note address, Prof.
BB Mohanty, Hezd, Department of

Audio - Visual Communication,
I"*d‘ian Institute of Mass Communi-
Ea“On emphasised the need to
bfe‘?;:e the cri_emele pretty  well

Preducing the material, He

said that the proaucer of electronic
media should produce the material

in the language of the masses.
‘Earlier, in her welcome address,
Mrs. Nishat ‘Farooq, Director, SRC
said that electronic and folk media
.could .create a learning environ-

“ment*and: sipplement ‘and’ enrich
“the print::material’ and .could also

be fruitfully utilised for post literacy
and : continuing education = pro-
grammes.

The participants were divided
‘into  three groups to prepare the
following materials :

1. Slide/Audio material
2. The Video Tapes, and
3. Street corner play

The slide audio/visual group
prapared “‘Phir Ek Din''—audio
visual show, Radio Drama entitled
*“Sapna, Sapna Nahin” and “‘Ab
Jagna Hoga''—Radio script. It also
praoduced audio-cassettes of folk
songs. The video group produced
a video tape titled “Kahi Biyahi
B.desh’”. The street corner group
produced a play titled ‘Kaluwa Ka
Park’,

The workshop among Others,

recommended that a manual
for script writing for slide
show, video-tape and radio

drma should be produced with
technical support of the indian
Institute of Mass Communication,
It also recommend:d that crash
course in editing should be orga-
nised for editing of audio/video
tapes.

' 26 participants attended the

“vorks haop. d

Slogan Contest on World
Population Day

The World Population Day will
be celebrated on July 11, 1993.

The Family Planning Association
of India in collaboration with
UNFPA is conducting a family wel-
fare slogan contest. The object is
to involve all the beneficiaries of
family planning and MCH services
as also those concerned with
various organisations to their com-
mitment -to -the -ecause of family

wwelfare .and other population re-

lated issues through the medium
of slogans.

Further information : Family
Planning Association of India
(New Delhi Branch) FPAI Bhavan,

Sector 1V, R.K. Puram, New
Delhi-110022.

UN Conference on Women
1995

The United Nations Fourth
World Conference on Women :
Action for Equality, Development
and peace will be held on Septem-
ber 4-15, 1995 in China together
with an NGO Forum.

According to the UN, the
purpose of the Conference is to
conduct the second review
and appraisal of the Nairobi
Forward-looking strategies for the
Advancement of Women to the
year 2000 adopted in 1985. The
Conference will also determine
what measures were needed to
ensure that the strategies achieved
their objectives, provide a focus for
national reviews and appraisals and
a forum for exchange of experienca.

Emphasis “is currently being
focused on work at the national
and regional levels through pre-
paratory meetings being held in
1993 and 1994. '
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Popufa.tion explosion

ZERO GROWTH RATE STILL ELUSIVE

Despite rigorous implementation
of the family planning programme
for the past four decades, zero
growth rate of population still re-

i mains a distant goal.

The annual report of the Depart-
ment of Family Welfare says ‘‘the
zero growth rate of population (sta-
bilisation of population) may be
.achieved only after several decades
even after attaining a Net Repro-
duction Rate of unity (NRR-1)., =

NRR-1 corresponds to birth rate
of 21 per thousand, death rate of
nine per thousand and natural
population growth rate of 1.2 per
cent.

The National Health Policy of
1983 had stipulated that NRR-1 be
achieved by 2000. But the report
says the NRR-1 can only be
achieved by 2011-2016 and it
would take many more decades to
achieve zero growth rate of popul-
ation.

The department, the
Eighth Plan has targets to achieve
a birth rate of 26 per thousand,
infant mortality rate of 70 per
thousand and couple protection
rate of 56 per cent.

The report says deep-roo‘ed
customs, ftraditions and socio-
cultural beliefs in favour of a large
family continue to be the greatest

under

impediments in achieving the
goals
Despite falling short of the

goals, the department has however
succeeded in bringing down the
population growth rate from 2.22
percent in 1971-81 to 214 per
cent in 1981-91 which the report
noted, is the first period since

6

1921-31 that there was a decline
in the rate of population.

During 1981-91, three States—
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan—recorded growth rates
higher than 2.3 per cent, while
seven States—Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Orissa,
Punjab and Tamil Nadu recorded

.a growth rate of less than two per

cent, Rajasthan had the highest

growth:- rate of 2.5.per cent-and

Kerala, the lowest of 1.34 per

cent, .
The report says that States like

Goa, Kerala and Tamil Nadu with a
crude birth rate of 16.8, 18.1 and
20.7 respectively per thousand
were doing very well.

On the other hand, the crude
birth rates in Assam (30.9), Bihar
(30.5), Haryana (33.1), Madhya
Pradesh (358), Rajasthan (34 3)
and Uttar Pradesh (35.1) are higher
than the national average of 29.3
per thousand population in 1991.

Similar variations are seen in
respect of Infant Mortality Rates,
at one end of the spectrum, Kerala
has an IMR of only 17 per thousand
live birth whereas, it is as high as
122 in Madhya Pradesh, 126 in
Orissa and 93 in Uttar Pradeh, the
report points out.

It notes that the total fertility
rates in Bihar (5.1) Haryana (4.4).
Madhya Pradesh (4.7), Rajasthan
(4.7) and Uttar Prad:sh (0.2) are
significantly higher than the all
India average of 3.9, and observed
that the poor performing States
would have to make special efforts
to bring about improvement in
their performance. ]

Desire for Kids hits
FP Drive

Desire for having more children,
particularly male children, is one
of the main reasons for large

“families in Andhra Pradesh. Accor-

ding to district evaluation studies
conducted by the Population
Research Centre, about 37 per
cent of the non-acceptors of
family planning in Chittoor district
wanted more children and 31 per
cent desired a male child.

.In Medak district, 33 per cent
have not accepted family planning
for more children and 30.8 per
cent for having a son. However,
in Guntur district though 33.2 per
cent wanted more children, only
6 per cent wanted to have a male
child. i

Interestingly, the studies show
that there is a desire too for having
female child among the eligible
couples. In Medak District, about
13.4 per cent of the non-acceptors
have delayed their family planning
for want of a daughter. The per-
centage is 5.6 in Guntur district
and four in Chittoor district.

Another important factor which
delays the decision for family
planning is the fear of operation
and the misnomer that the opera-
tion leads to ill-health and

weakness.

About 6.2 per centin Medak
district, 6.4 in Guntur and 8.3 per
cent in Chittoor have not accepted
family planning for they are afraid
of the surgery.



YES SISTERS

Yes, Sisters,
you can read,

because the Book also belongs to you.
Yes, Sisters, @

you can write,

because the Pen also belongs to you.
Yes, Sisters,

You can learn,

because Knowledge also balongs to you.
Yes, Sisters,
You can be heard,

because the Voice and the Audience also bel'o'ng to you.
Yes, Sisters.

You can share,

because the World and th2 Power also belong to you,
So. read, Sisters,

and Write.
and learn,
and be heard,
and share,

and because you owe it to the world to make it a better place,
for the sake of all humankind.

Usa Duongsaa
Chiangmai, Thailand

—

because you owe it to yourself to make your mark in this world.

Re . ,
CeNt Books for Neo-Literates

1. KARVA SACH

Nishat Faroogq
Rs. 4 50

2. SUHANI SEEKH
Ramdas Shastri
Rs. 6.00
3. JEENE KI CHAH

Mridula Seth
Rs. 10.00
wailavle from
Indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate

New Delhi-110002

“‘M‘H—-__

Documents

Wagner, Daniel A. International

year book of education. Vol. XLIII-
1991. Literacy : Developing the
Future. Pans, Unesco, 1992 146 p.

Chapter | of this document
defines literacy and its importance.
Chapter Il analyses global literacy
trends, origin and uses of literacy
statistics, factors related to literacy
such as women and children’s
health. Chapter lll discusses the
literacy learning in adults and
children and how programmes for
literacy learning have functioned in
widely varied settings, and how
instructions and pedagogy in literacy
might be enhanced. Chapter IV
presents some of the new appro-
aches to evaluation and accountia-
bility. The developmental questions
such as how much literacy, of what
kind, and at what cost have been
dealt in chapter V. Chapter VI
reviews and contemplate possibili-
ties on the future of literacy,
the role of technology, the use of
assessment and probabilities for
future success.

Russel, Denzil D. Ed Learning
to Listen, Listening to Learn: Ex-

periences from a South African

Radio Forums Research and Deve-

lopment Project Johannesburg,

Centre for Continuing Education,
University of Witwatersrand, 1982.
157 p.

This applied research project set
out to develop a madel for a system
of interactive radio in South Africa
by establishing community listeming
groups around ‘“‘quality of life!
population education programmes
broadcast by the South Africa
Broadcasting Corporation (SABC)
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in nine African languages on
behalf of thz Department of
National Health and Population

Development. Over 125 listening
groups, for the most part women’s
and youth groups (N-1700), known
as radio forums, were set up
through a process of community
consultation in various districts
countrywide. Forums made their
own tape recordings of most forum
discussions. Feedback received
by the SABC led to improved
scheduling and programme presen-
tation. An analysis of forum mem-
bers’ preceptions regarding the
issues addressed in the pro-
grammes—issues all known to affect
fertility decline—revealed that there
is a general awareness of the need
for small families given ftoday’s
population pressures. The forums
led to increasad understanding of
the Department’s programmes
and to mare critical ani reflective
listening. Leadership skills were
developed and apprcpriate follow-
up action undertaken, The opporiu-
nity to act in partnership with the
radio was appreciated. Sustained
activity was hampered by wide-
spread civil strife, the geographical
spread of the projects and commu=
nication problems with an often
semi-literate forum membership.
It was found that groups lasted
best when set up in existing
communities, when programmes
addressed listener’'s felt needs.
when regional control was effec-
tively in place, when forum mem-
bers’ radios and tape-recorders
functioned properly, and when
there was continued two-way
communication between forum
leaders and project staff. Overall

there was a lively and sustained
community ressonse to the open
systemn of radio communication

which had been developed.

Rogers, Alan. Teaching Methods
in_Extension. Reading, Education
for Development, 1987. Price not
mentioned.,

This is one of a series of book-
lets prepared specially for exten-
sion workers and others who are
engaged in development program-
mes and who have to teach adults
It presents various teaching
methods and stresses that there
are different forms of methods to
choose from. Itis primarily con-
cerned with teaching in groups of
adults, but some of its contents
may be useful also in one-to-one
teaching. Some of the methods
discussed can be used with
illiterate students/learners.

Chipter 1 discusses choosing
a method; Chapter 2 explains range
of methods such as discovery
methods, participatory methods 3
discusses expository methods such
as Handouts. Overhead Projector,
using teaching aids such as Visual
Aid, Photographs, Films, Audio
Aids and Demonstration. Chapter
4 & 5 presentin detail the dis-
covery and participatory methods.
Chapter 6 discusses the techniques
of application of various methods.
How to plan and how to prepare
for a particular method has been
discussed in the last chapter.

Kazemek, Cheryl and Kazemek,
Francis. Systems theory—a way of
looking at adult literacy. education,
Convergence, Vol. 25, No. 3,
1992 p. 5-13.

The article explains the inextri-
cable relationship between literacy
education and an individual’s
social context in the United States.
It extracts the governing concepts
typically used in social work, but
little known to most litetdcy prac-

| ety ¢

construction

tioners to show that literacy has a
ripple effect on the system in a
person’s life. The article presents
systems theory and analyses
close and open systems. |t
discusses some of the con-
cepts such as complexity, inter
relatedness and comprehensiveness
in relation to adult literacy.

Kulich, Jindra. Adult Education

in Former Eastern Europe and Re-
International

in
Journal of University Education.
Veol. 31, No. 1 April 1992. p. 1-11.

The paper analyses the pre-
dicament, potential and desirable
future role of adult education in
East European countries outside
the Soviet Union.

The general situation of adult
education throughout the region is
Very uncertain at this point in time.
Most of the existing institutions
until 1990 were heavily subsidized
by the state, by local governments
and by the industrial and agricul-
tural enterprises, are in considera-
ble financial difficulties as the
subsidies are being cut back
drastically. At the government level
this is caused both by the overall
economic problems facing the
governments and by the unin-
formed view of the politicians that
adult education is nothing more
than a communist propaganda
tools for which there is no need
in new social order.

However, not all is doom and
gloom. Many of the voluntary
social, cultural and adult education
associations, which were the main
stay of adult education in this
region since the nineteenth century
until they were destroyed in the
early 1950s, have been re estab-
lished and rejuvinanted. A plethora
of new hobby, interest, cultural,
educational associations and ciubs

are being established and their
number keeps growing.

Inted and published by J.L. Sachdeva, Dirsctor, Indian Adult
i nNsw Daiphl-'nunoz. Telo : 3721336 ; 3319282, Printed at N.S

Education Assaciation, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate,
. Printers, Dharampura, Delhi-110006.
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COURSE ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
New Delhi, August 3-13, 1993

A Th? Indian  Adult Education
Sssocuatlon Will be organising the
€cond course on Research Metho-

dology in New Delhi from August
3-13, 1993,

The objectives of the course
will be :

(a) to acquaint the nparticipants
with the trends in researches in
adult education and significant

areas requiring studies.

b y
(b) to formulate research designs,

and '®porting the findings.
:0 unlderstand the tools and
echniques to e used in diffe-

'ént types of researches in
adult education.

(c)

(d =
) to Critically evaluate research

re H
Ports and prepare reviews/

Write-ups for journals/periodi-
cals,

(e)

0 equip the participants to

foll(.)w aPpropriate  sampling
designs.

(f)
'o draw up effective proposals
G .
ur .flnanmal support from
Nding agencies.

(9) 15 Yaraip s
Witham"'a_rtse the participants
Statistical ‘analysis and
8'aphical presentation - re-

quired for different types of
researches.

The course will include Resear-
ches in Adult Education—meaning,
scope, present position, areas
requiring indepth studies; types of
research with special reference to
adult education, survey, dialogical
and participatory researches; tools
and techniques in research, ques-
tionnaire, interview, observation,
testing, sociogram, document
analysis, case study; action and
appllied reserches in adult educa-
tion—scope, importance, sampling
techniques—random. stratified, pur-
posive, quota, sequential etc.
sample size; research design pre-
paration & evaluation; hypothesis-
formulation & testing—use of null
hypothesis; statistical analysis of
data—measures of central tendency
and deviation correlation, X2
test—t-test analysis of variance,
factor analysis and  research
reporting—ingredients - evaluation,
preparing reviews on research
reports.

The fitst such course was
organised by IAEA in Trivandrum
on November 9-20, 1992,

About 20, participants from
Departments/Centres of Adult,
Continuing  Education and Ex-
tension, of  universities SRCs,
Government Departments - and
voluntary agencies will participate.

The course fee is Rs. 750/-

The participants will be provided
free boarding and lodging.

Further information can be had

from the Director, Indian Adult
Education  Association, 17-B,
Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi-
110002.

Primary Education a
Fundamental Right

In a recent judgement, the
Supreme Court has held that pri-
mary education is a Fundamental
Right. Till now, education upto
14 years was not a Fundamental
Right of an Indian Child. This
judgement can herald a significant
change in the primary education
scenario and has the potential of
changing the fate of millions of
children in the country.

As per the estimates made by
the fifth educasion survey, there is
anesed for about 40000 more
primary schools in the country
(13,000 in Uttar Pradesh, 4000
in Bihar and 3500 in Madhya
Pradesh),




Natioqa{f *‘..Ll{’el'&cy
D;reatonﬁen&r&.lv Shri Sudip
e sa that alwuﬂ()m:llmn'
tfainag.g,-wace being mnb:lised to
make léerate about. ‘&Qﬁ mxlﬂon.
people ‘“dutlng‘ the E‘xghthr}- Plan
period:  * :

Addressmg a news conferance
in New Delhi_ ondune, 4; 1993 he
said the Eighth Plan has provided a
total of Rs. 1,400 crore for achiev-
ing this ambitious  target. Of this
allocation, - Rs. 1,000 crore: was
allocated for the national literacy
mission. In any case, the funds were
not a problem for literacy, he
observed.

He pointed out that voluntary
particpation by people had helped
bring'' down the cost of making
literate. While the cost per learnar
was originally estimated at Rs. 120,
it actually worked out to Rs. 65
because of the trainsrs’ voluntary
spirit, he observed.

The DG pointed out that since
the project really took off in 1991
with the Ernakulam success story,
it was really heart-warming that
about 200 projects had since been
launched.

He said the chief beneficiary of

the project were man and womsan
in the age group 15-35. Another

feature of the literacy mission pro-
jects. was that two-third of its
participants were. women. This
meant that attitudinal barriers that
prevented, women's aceess to
education were breaking down, ha
remarked,

He said one of the reason of
success for the NLM projects was
that they were prepared and imple-

2

Mlss@g ;.

mented by active cooperation
bﬁiweeﬁ dlstnct admm:s{ranon and’

- people

- Yet 'the problems remained, he
obseryed ‘becausethe post-hteracy

~ models had not yet been adequately

worked out.. Of course, the NLM

~Was- working on it and conducted
‘Buton

mal runs in certain ’areas
the whole, area- specifled projects
would require to be formulated, he
added.

He regretted that Hindi states
had been most indifferent to formu-
lating NLM projects.. Hence, these
projects were more common in
non-Hindi States, he added. L]

S.C. Dutta Foundation

Dr. S.C. Dutta Memorial Found-
ation' organised a one day aware-
n:ss generation camp for women
with a special focus on adolescence
and protection of women's prestige
in New Delhi on June 1, 1993.
About 60 women attended the

L]

camp.

The World of Learning

The World of Learning
guide to educational, scientific and
cultural organisations in all parts
of the world. It cover acadzmies,
learned societies, research insti-
tutes, libraries and archives,
muszums and art galleries, univer-
sitiss, technological institutions and
schoals of art and music from
Afghanistan toZimbabwe.

The Indian Adult
Association  is included
Directory.

Further information; Europa
Publications Ltd.:. 18, Bsdford
Square; . London WEC 1B 34N,
England, Vs A

is a

Education
in the

= - Gownd Vallabhwll!‘ant Award

- .Rward

“writer: from Madhya ﬂade&h' \‘t:)rr
Chetna

R It e =
Wy A -‘.- 3 >,

e

P '9 o

" The Police Devel‘opﬁﬁ@nt an’d'
Hesearoh‘Buraau of thevM.lmstrv of
‘Home Affairs, G’ovemmen: ot [{lﬁlﬁ
has awardad Gavmd \{alfa lant.
for e 992—93 ‘tﬁ

Meenakshi 5wény a noted Hm

her: manuacnpt ‘Samajrk
Aur Vikas Ke wPeﬂpekshvg. ]
Police Ke 'Bhoomika Ka Udbhav’s, -
The award is given on the role of
Police in creating social awareness
and.development, The award carries
a citation and Rs. 3000 in cash.

‘She has also received as award
for her writings on care of environ-
mant from the Ministry of Environ-
mant, Govt. of India in'New Delhi
on June 5, 1993

Ms Swamy is a life member of
IAEA and a regular contributor to
Proudh Shiksha. |

Nominations for J. Roby Kidd
Award Invited '

The International Council for
Adult Education has invited nomi-
nations for J Roby Kidd Award.
Thz aim of the award is to reco-
gnise new people with new ideas,
who are recent practitioners in
adult education and to encourage
innovative contributions . to the
field. .

Application can be made by the
candidate(s) or on his/her behalf
by an organisation or institution.

The award carries a citation and
a cash prize of 2000 Canadian
Dollars.

The last date for nomination(s)
is February 15, 1994.

For further information  and
application form kindly write to
International Council for Adult
Education, 720 Bathrust Street,
500, Toronto, Ontario MBS 2R4,
Canada. L]



RAISING THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN CHINA

. China has taken a major step
In raising the status of women by
Passing law to guarantee that

Women have the same rights as
men.

The Women's Rights and Inte-
rest Protection Law was passed by
the National People’s Congress,

the highest law making body in
China.

The law has nine chapters and
IS composed of 54 articles.

It assures women equal rights
as men in the political, cultural and
socie_a] spheres particularly in labour,
Mmarriage and education. It is better
th'arT the previous legislation per-
ta!nlng to women, in that it pres-
cribes penalties for violations. The
NeW law was drafted in the face of
growing concern about the status
of women, saiqg Wu Changzen, a

Pro.fefssor of the China University
Palitical Science,

bl el
of China’s workforce.
Of' those enrolled in colleges and
universities in 1990, 33.7 per cent
were women. Also, China has
more than eight million women

sc i ici
m:]entnsts and technicians. On the
e hand, 70 per cent of

hand, China’s
180 million illiterates are women
Women lag behind in political

involvement. For example,
21.3 per cent of t
deputies of the s

only
he 3,000 or so

eventh Natj

: =4 ational

Hzt;pl:s Congress are  womsn
ahj i s

Vo ¥ 70 per cent of jobless

in oo
e g "‘IC!tIES are female. Soms
ni
'S reportedly refuse to hire

Wwomen bha
€Cause they are women.

It is these injustices that make

women call fora law to protect
their rights,”” said Prof. Wu.

The women’s Rights and In-
terests Protection Law drafted by
some 20 representatives from the
All-China Women’s Federation. the
Civil Affairs Ministry, law schools
and legislature. The group spent
three years visiting the country’s 28
provinces and autonomous regions
to get first hand information on
women. The draft law also under-
went 15 revisions before it was
submitted to the National People’s
Congress for hearing.

After the law was passad, an
information campaign was con-
ducted with the distribution of
booklets showing how women can
seek legal protection. The cam-
paign includes the holding of
exhibits and broadcasting by
Chinese Central Television of a
series of programmes on women.
China is scheduled to host the
World Wemen’s Congress in 1995,
The Congress is the fourth inter-
national meeting on women spon-
sored by the United Nations.

—Centre Calling, April, 1993

Non-Formal Education Faculty
at Garhwal University

An inter-disciplinary Faculty of
Non-formal Education has been
instituted at the H.N. Bahuguna
Garhwal  University,  Srinagar
(Garhwat).

Dr. Arun Mishra, Assistant
Director and Head, Department of
Adult, Continuing Education and

Extension has been appointed Dean
of the faculty,

r l

Central Zone Conference in
Rewa (MP)
The Indian Adult Education

Association in cooperation with
Department of Adult, Continuing
Education and Extension, APS
University, Rewa is organising the
Central Zone Conference on Adult
Education in Rewa (MP) in July-
August, 1993. The Zone comprises
the States of Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

The Conference shall focus on
the following themes :

1. Teacher-student involvement in
Adult Education programme.

2. Role of Universities and Volun-
tary Agencies in Adult Education
Programme.

3. What approaches are needed to
achieve about 80-85 per cent
literacy by the year 2000.

4. Strategies for Post-literacy and
Continuing Education.

Representatives of Universities,
Colleges, Government Departments
NGO's, TLC districts, SRCs etc.
will parlicipate in the two day
meet.

Further information: General
Secretary, Indian Adult Education
Association, 17-B, IP Estate, New
Delhi-110002.

Sachdeva Member AMU,
CAEE Advisory Committee

Shri J,L. Sachdeva, Director,
Indian Adult Education Association
has been renominated as a member
of the Advisery Commitee of the
Centre of Continuing, Adult Edu-
and Extension, Aligarh
Muslim University fer a period of
three years.

cation




LOK JUMBISH

(People’s Movement)

A people’s movement project
‘Lok Jumbish (LJ) has been started
in Rajasthan in May 1992. Funding
for the project is from SIDA
(Swedish International Develop-
ment Agency), Government of
India and the Government of
Rajasthan in the ratio 3:2:1.

LJ is a project for Education
for All in Rajasthan (Population
43.8 m) by the year 2000 through
people’s mobilisation and their
participation. LJ concentrates on
Primary Education (class | to VIII,
6-14 age group).

Goals of LJ
(a) Universalisation of Primary
Education, viewed as a com-
posite programme of access to
primary  education for all
children up to 14 years of age;
universal participation till they
complete the primary stage,
and universal achievement at
least of the minimum levels of

learning
(b) Provision of opportunities to
maintain, use and upgrade

their education, and provision
of facilities for development of
skills, to all persons who are
functionally literate and those
who have received primary
education.

Creation of necessary stru-
cture, and setting in motion
processes, which would em-
power women and make
education an instrument of
women’s equality.

Making necessary interven-
tions and creation of circums-
tances to enable the “lower
castes”’, most backward of the
tribal people and other poorest

(c)

(d)

section of society, to move
towards equal participation in
basic education.

(e)

Improving the content and
process of education to better
relate it to the environment,
people’s culture and with their
working and living conditions.
An independent and autono-
mous society called Lok
Jumbhish Parishad (LJP) has
been registered under Societies
Registration Act.
Strategies

The main strategies envisaged
are as follows :
(a) People’s participation—to
ask the village community to
undertake micro-planning, pro-
vide assistance in ensuring
that all children receive primary
education, and to make basic
education system accountable
to it.
Decentralisation—to deve-
lop decisionmaking powels at
the block and village level in
accordance with norms and
guidelines laid down by LJP.
Involvement of teachers—
to tcke measures aimed at
restoration of teachers’ status
and creation of professional
pride among them and also to
see that their organizations are
involved in decision making at
all levels.
Centrality to gender—to
view education as an interven-
tion for women’ equality and
also to ensure that the gap
in education between boys and
girls is bridged.
Training—to give due im-
portance to ftraining with a

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

view to changing their attitude
towards educational reforms
and to improve their skills; and
also to provide training to
village community to enable
them to play the expected role.
(f) Improvement of quality of
primary education—through
improvement in teacher per-
formance, provision of norm-
based facilities and modifi-
cations in the content and
processes of education.
Evaluation—viewed as a
continuing and inbuilt activity
in instructional process and
management, in particular to
ensure that they do not swirl
away from the goals and
strategies.
Block Level Education Manage-
ment Committees have been dele-
gated powers to open new primary
schools, upgrade prim iry schools
to upper primary level, create posts
of teachers etc.

Further information: Dr. B.
Sekhar, IAS, Project Director, Lok
Jumbish Parishad, D Block, 10-B,
Jhulana Institutional Area,
Jaipur-302004. ]
Ph. D. In Adult Education

P. Jeyapal, Project Officer/
Lecturer, Department of Adult,
Continuing Education & Extension,
Bharathidasan  University, Tiru-
chirappali (T.N.) has been awarded
Ph. D. for his thesis ““A Study of
Jana Shikshan Nilayams (Post
Literacy and Continuing Education
Centres) under National Literacy
Mission with reference to Chingle-
put District, T.N. '

The research work was done
under the supervision of Dr. (Mrs)
Rajkumari Chendrasekar, Professor,
Department of Adult and Continuing
Education, University of Madras. ]

(9)



IS TOTAL LITERACY A PIPE DREAM?

To make a breakthrough in
India still wallowing in widespread
illiteracy, while many nations of the
region with similar colonial history
closed the gap years ago, Govern-
ment would do well to train its
sights at low ground in the beginn-
ing and strive for basic literacy,
deferring functional literacy (with
arithmetic) to a later date without
giving up on high ground per-
manently.

Even
meaningful

UNESCO makes a
distinction between
literacy and functional literacy. It
defines a literate person as one
“who can with understanding both
read and write a short, simple
statement on his every day life” and
a functionally literate person as one
alb'le to “engage in all those acti-
vitles in which literacy is required
for effective functioning of his
group and community and also for
enabling him to continue to use
readi‘ng, writing and calculation
for his own and the community’s
development.”
Abridged Goal

Clinging obstinately to a higher
90al, unmindful of the snail’s pro-
9ress made hitherto and of the
many miles stij to go, shows up
F;overnmant like a monkey carrying
its dead offspring on its back. Why
does it forget that an adult after he
has learnt to read and wr
sentences, that s, having
basic literacy,
eloguent cany
Will bar his
But, for Nowy
arithmetic an'

ite simple
acquired
Will become his own
asser and no obstacle
way to full literacy ?
save him from secary
d inflated IPCL (im-

G. P. Jain

proved pace and content of
learning) norms. Remember, the
learner is a wage earner who daily
sweats out eight to 10 hours
backbreaking labour to earn enough
for himself and his family. Also,
that he is a volunteer who may
drop out without warning, if over
loaded. Therefore, allow him a
leisurely pace to make it to the
top.

Six months or 200 hours, as

prescribed in the teaching pro-
gramme of National Literacy
Mission, is too long a period to

sustain the learner's or teacher's
interest, both volunteers. Sure
enough, after a short while interest
begins to flag and heavy abse-
nteeism takes over. The learning
hour turns into a pale shadow of
its euphoric start, but the charade
goes on. Therefore, the learning
period ought to be cut down to not
more than 60 hours, an hour a day
for two months only, which should
suffice in view of the abridged and
less demanding goal of basic
literacy.
Teaching Material

An overhaul of the teaching
primer is also called for. It should
be so modified that learning is no
pain in the neck, but becomes fun.
It is paossible by linking the alpha-
bet to physical objects, similar in
both shape and sound, with which
the learner is well familiar. It is an
innovative method that work ad-
mirably. Learning by this method
is not by rote or memory, but by
sight and reason. The adult's
vocabulary knows no limit, but he
cannot figure out a straight line or

circle drawn to denote an object.
The new method forges a demons-
trable link between the object he
knows and the alphabet he wants
to know.

" . The link method generates basic

literacy in nearly six weeks. There
is no fear of regression or relapse
into illiteracy due to non-practice,
because the learner has established
a natural or symbiotic link between
the object he knows and the alpha-
bet he has now learnt. However,
the importance of post-literacy or
continuing education cannot be
over-emphasized. Easy, illustrated
and useful books on diverse sub-
jects may be given to the neo-
literate to help him further hone
his skill and make himself useful in
multiple ways to his family and
community.

The link method has one more
advantage. It allows easy learn-
ability as well as easy teachability.
Lessons can be taught by anybody
or taught as soon as learnt or partly
self-taught without a teacher.
Volunteer Teachers

Who will teach the adults ? Not
the unemployed youth waiting
desperately on the threshold of a
money-earning career. Not school
teachers who are used to teaching
children in an entirely different
ethos in which chastising or cor-
poral punishment are normal,
rendering them unsuited for adult
teaching. Then who? Indisputably,
senior students of higher secondary
schools and inter colleges whose
number runs into several lakhs in
the Hindi belt alone. They are
under no family pressure to bring
in a wage packet. Also, they have
plenty of time which they may
spend usefully or kill idling.

L7



Clay-like, they can be trained
as instructors in any desired mould.
Above all, they have still a residue
of idealism running through their
veins. Their response will be posi-
tive were an appeal made to them
by their headmaster or principal,
not with a homily but with an
action plan manned by the teaching
staff. Two years ago, nearly 50
students of Janta Inter College in
Bhopa (Muzaffarnagar, U P.)
manfully responded to such an
appeal, ran 50 adult literacy centres
in 26 villages and passed on the
lamp of literacy to nearly 9500
adults in six weeks time. The ex-
periment can be replicated several
thousand-fold in the six Hindi-
speaking states of Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh,
which together hold more than
half the 400 million total illiterate
population of the country.

Several highly developad
western nations enjoin a year's or
longer military service on their
young men (lsrael has it for young
women also). Our Government,
too, may make a year's literacy
soldiering compulsory for all able-
bodied young Indians. It is in-
strecutive that while we in India
busy picking up certificates frem
foreigners for our undying faith in
democracy, our neighbour China
emerging from a worse colonial
fate and wa-ravaged economy two
years after our independence
shuttered herself for vyears for a
thorough cleansing from within to
the western nations deep distrust
and dismay. The same foreigners
now are bending over backwards
to woo the Chinese for trade and
strategic ~alliances, Wwhile they
impose stiff conditionalities on us

6

and treat us no better than an
importunate client. China has
pushed up its literacy rate to 80
percent in a population of 1,200
million as against India’s 52.11
percent in population of 863
million.

The real test of our labours is in
what we can show as achievement
to ourselves and the world. Enough
time has run out and what is left
is also running out fast. Our fate
is sealed if we do not use every
workable method to reach our
goal of universal literacy in the
shortest possible time. Let's re-
member universal literacy is by no
means a shot at the moon. ]
National Awards for
Science Popularisation

Knowledge of science and
technology (S&T) is a major in-
gredient for future development,
said the former Director-General
of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), Mr.
S. Vardarajan while giving away

the National Awards for Science
Popularisation in  New Delhi
recently.

Instituted in 1989 by the

National Council for Science and
Technology (NCST), the awards
are given to individuals and organi-
sations for popularising science,
for the coverage given in the mass-
media and for popularising science
among children. The awards are
given on the basis of the work done
during the last five calendar years.

The Haryana Vigyan Manch in
Rohtak and the Science Centre in
Gwalior were given the award for
popularising science. This award
carries a cash prize of Rs. 1 lakh.
Mr. S. Rangarajan of Bangalore
and Mr. Dilip Mayengbam of
Imphal jointly bagged Rs. 50,000
for giving the best coverage in the
mass media, and Mr. Sudhakar
Bhakerao of Nasik was given
Rs. 50,000 for popularising science
among children.

]

Recent Books for Neo-Literates

1. KARVA SACH
Nishat Farooq

Rs. 4 50

2. SUHANI SEEKH
Ramdas Shastri

Rs. 6.00

3. JEENE KI CHAH
Mridula Seth

Available from

Rs. 10.00

Indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate

New Delhi-110002




Documents

Suratwala, Suresh. Poverty and
illiteracy—Some misconceptions. in
Adult Education and Deve!opment,
39, 1992. pp. 119-24.

-The article 'probes the relation-
ship between poverty: and illiteracy
Uf education and developmen't; and
tries to analyse generally believed
Notion that literacy is a key'to the
development and empowerment of
poor and under-privileged. It says

that people are poor not because
they are illiterate byt

loy in they are
definitely illiterate  becauss they
are _Poor. Both poverty and
llllteracy are

G p;frt G_f the complex
y.sterrn of deprivation and discri-
Mination, which may be called the
:i;l\:ure of poverty, High levelsiof
ass“:.etrst'sraacco‘mparw lower share of
o nd higher rute of illiteracy.
i ‘h:sa poverltv declines the share
Nk descslgts INCrease and illiteracy
i INes to a sharper degree.
that povz:ore [ hone t(? [?elieve
While econ e hforemuidiine asy
Omic well being stren-

gthens the educational base. The
:Jeoal Crux of ths problem is that
pu:)(:rhicsc.)nomic conditions and poor
i ta;(r;g Power prevents people
o :;:g lto better education,
econo;nic Cuc;smg ~and living.  Their
! : Nditions need to be
Medied instead of spending

huge
8€ amounts of money on literacy
Programmes.

Elenius, .
Adul¢ :
Inveucation: The Newspaper

1 &]’s' . g TR
‘F‘}‘;ﬁh»-'l)' in Life and Education in

and. 2/93, oh. B6-57

T ]
perinhe article discusses the ex-

ent 9f Cooperation between a

Jaakko. Innovation in
2OV atle

newspaper and an university in the
field of education of the adult
masses in Finland.

The newspaper university was
set up by ‘Pohjalainen” a news-
paper and the University of Vaasa.
The newspaper. publishes an ex
tensive introductory article on the
course. This is followed by the
.professor’s lectures in the form of
a series of articles. Those who
wish to complete the course either
as a part of academic degree or
as'professio_nal continuing educa-
tion—will take a final
examination at the university. This
examination covers the newspaper
articles plus other = background
literature for the coufseé;

Varavaran, Kasama, Literacy and

non-formal  basic education in

written

Asia and the Pacific, in Bulletin

of the Unesco principal office for
Asia and the Pacific,.! No. 30,
December. 1989.

The article surveys literacy and
basic ' non-formal education within
the region highlighting successfull
past experiences and identifying
areas which will require attention
and cooperative action in future.

A review of ongoing efforts in
the region indicates that literacy
programmes are no longer seen
merely as humanistic responses to
compensate for the basic rights of
individuals.,  Commitment  and
support for literacy is now being
justified in terms of perceived con-
tributions to development.

Convergence.
Index 1958-1992. Taronto, Inter-
national Council for Adult Educa-
tion, (1993). 181 p.

This annotated index provides

access to the articles which appear

Subject/Author

in convergence over 25 years of
the journal's publication from
1968 to 1992,

The index is divided into twe
parts, the subject index and the
parsonal auther index. The subject
index lists articles alphebetically
under subject headings. Each entry
consists of an article title, author’s
name(s),  volume - and page
numbers, language of the article
and a brief annotation in English.

‘The" author index arranges
iarticles alphabatically  under  the
persons name. Only signed articles
are listed in this section. Each entry
consists of an article title, volume
and page numbers, language of the
article subject, terms(s) and brief
annotation in English.

VHAL. Selected chapters from

the 8th five year plan document of
New Delhi :
Association of

Govt. of India.

Voluntary Health
Inda, (1993). 61 p.

Thr.e chapters of 8th five year
plan which have a bearing on the
issues of health and dev:lopment
have been compiled in this volume.
These are :

Chapter 12 : Health and Family
Wel‘are
Chapter 15 : Social Welfare

Chapter 19 : Plan Implement-
ation and evaluation.
Population Education Club.

Populatlon Explosion and its im-

pact on Environment Lucknow

University Centre for Adult, Con-
tinuing Education and Extension,
1993, 112 p, (Mimlographed).

The document is a compilation
of the prize winning essays and
some other essays censidered

iF
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worthy in the essay competition on
the theme ‘Population Explosion
and its Impact on Environment
organised by the Centre for Adult,
Continuing Education and Exten-
sion, Lucknow University. A total
of 15 essays have been given in
the volume.

Stromquist, Nelly P. Conceptual

and Empirical Advances in Adult
Literacy, in Canadian and Inter-

national Education, Vol. 21, No. 2
1992. pp. 40-45.

This article examines the current
status of adult literacy discussing
the various theoretical and prac-
cal concerns. It contains contri-
butions © of scholars working
in fields such as sociolinguistics,
anthropology, cognitive psycho-
logy, and education. These con-
tributions have highlighted the
complexity, social embeddedness,
and variety of uses of adult literacy.
Nonetheless, there are still nume-
rous aspects pertaining to the

design, implementation, and impact
of adult literacy programme that
remain untreated by systematic
research. To'date, there has been
limited over lapping of the concerns
expressed by academicians and

practitioners. This coupled with

- the low status of adult literacy as

a research field in/most univer-
sities, accounts for the low pro-
ductivity.
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PEOPLE’S PARTICIPATION IN ADULT
EDUCATION RESEARCH STRESSED

-MeﬁE (Smt.)- Chitra - Naik,

_"O€T,  Planning Commission
said in New Delhj on August 13,
1993 that for research in adult
education and social sciences,
People’s participation is essential.
Even when writing the report, the
people’s involvement and reaction
is needed, she stressed.

Dr. Najk was delivering the

gi'::'tsz(iuest.ﬂddress at the vale-
Researchun;;mn of the Course on
Bt Sthodology organised

ne  Indian Adult Education

Association in  New Delhi on
August 3-13, 1993

S id i i
it ht:. said in conducting rese-
e, "tak:e gra.ss-roo: realities must
en  intg account. [t s

them thae the research

literacy in
Said jp Pune
and gg p
the par
formay

Particular ayrea. She
District 137 villages
_a.nchavats are involved in
licipatory research in non-
educaticn for women.

D -
. Naik felt that in recent

years researchers in education and
social sciences have been in-
fluenced by the researcher of
natural sciences. In educational
and social sciences research the
results can’t be exact because the
answers from the people are not
the same as expected. For purpose-

ful research, Dr. Naik suggested
that interaction with the people
was essential. She advised the
participants that before deciding
about the research design, they
should consider why the research
was needed and how it was going
to benefit the people. The research-
ers, she said, should not confine to
literacy only and the difficulties
faced by the people in their day to
day life should be taken into consi-

Dr. Chitra Naik, Member, Planning Commission delivering the Chief
Guest address at the valedictory funetion



deration. People must participate
to understand their own problems.
The researcher and people have to
work together, she added.

Earlier, Shri J L Sachdeva,
Director, |AEA in his welcome
address said that lot of research
is needed to strengthen the on-
going adult education programme.
He said that research could help to
point out the weaknesses of the
programme and the remedial
measures. could be undertaken
before expanding the programme
in other districts. He asked the
participants to undertake action
‘research so that the adult and
continuing education programme
gets enriched.

Shri JC Sharma; Deputy Direc-
tor JAEA proposed a vote of
thanks.

The Course was inaugurated
by Shri Sudip Bannerjee, Director-
General, National Literacy Mission

Inaugaration :

2

in New Delhi on August 3, 1983.
He said new methods of research
to study mass movements like
National Literacy Mission should
be undertaken. He feared that
clinical research can’t understand
the problems of the people.

He said that the aims of NLM
are to consolidate the on going
efforts and generate new initiatives.
He appreciated the roles played
by the State Resource Centres to
the literacy movement. He said
that the research has a great role

in correcting the shortcomings of

the NLM and in strengthening the
National Literacy Mission. He  said
that the course on Research Me-
thodology organised by IAEA is an
important step in this regard.

He said that empirical methods
for research should not be used
for a programme like NLM and
only those ' research ~methods
should be used which could make
it a mass movement.

Shri Sudip Bannerjee, Director-General, National
Literacy Mission (sitting second from 1eft) alongwith the participants.

Shri - Sachdeva, in his adc §
ress said adult education has
emerged as a distinct field of re-
search and the Association has
taken the task of organising a
course on Research Methodology
on zonal basis and the present one
was second in the series. He said
that the participants will be fami-
liarised with the types of resear-
ches already undertaken, current
priorities, tools and techniques,
action and applied = researches,
participatory research, etc.

Shri BR Vyas, former Addition-
al Director, Delhi Administration
and Member of the Executive
Committee of IAEA who spoke on
the occasion -emphasised the need
to undertake applied researches.
He said = only those . researches
which are field-oriented could help
in -motivating  the adult learners
towards this programme which was
still very much lacking. -

Shri KC. Choudhary, General
Secretary, IAEA in his vote of

thanks said that the Association
has undertaken research projects
from time to time and will continue
to undertake research projects in
future. Research to strengthen the
on-going adult education progra-
mme would be priority area of
1AEA, he said.

Shri B.S. Garg, President, 1AEA
addressed the participants on
August 6, 1993. He asked them
to collect actual data and never
conduct research cn manipulative

data.

Shri RN Mahlawat, Vicz-Presi-
dent IAEA talked about the Adult
Education related  Population
Education Project in Rewari during
1982-84.



The subjects covered iin the
Course were a) Perspectives in
Adult Education Research ; b)
Research in Adult Education—
Priorities and Issues; ¢) Experience
and problems of Conducting Re-
search at Grass-root Level ; d)
Identif\;ing Research Topics in
Education, Continuing Education
and  Population Education : e)
T?Ols & Techniques in Research
With  special :reference to Adult
Education, Continuing Education
énd  Population- Education; )
TLC Evaluation : Processes and
lirob!ems : g) Diological & Parti-
Cipatory Researches ; h) Action
and Applied Researches in Adult
Education—Cage Studies ; i) Re-
Search Design——Preparation and
Evaluation ; j) Research in Popu-
lation Education ; k) Statistical
Analysis of Data; 1) Sampling
Techniques : m) Use of Computer
in Data Analysis ; n) Methods of
Research — Historical and Survey
Methods ; o) Improving Research
through Qualitative Analysis ; and
P) Guidelines for Preparing Re-
zzi:h tDe:sign with soecial refer-
PODuIati?m :duil lEducation alnd
s SDc'nsminducatlon. A session

9 agencies in adult
and Population education was also
-Organijsed.

In addition to IAEA own faculty,

th

by ﬁfousrie support was provided
i S _

or. Pk Bhargahah' Senior Fellow,

Va, Fellow Mr. Prem

Chand, Fellow from National |nsti-

t

Ruste n:f Adult Education; Shri

§ athur, Add. Director, Dr
Venk { .

ata Sesh}ah’ Addl

end Dr. JP G :
from the p UPta  Joint Director

Garion 9 irectorate of Adult Edu
dent, :qsr; Om Shrivastava, Presi-
ey HTHA' Udaipur'; Prof. CL
6t Edl;c ‘%‘Bd & -Chairman, Deptt.

ation, Kurukshetra Univer-

Director

sity; Dr. MM Ansari, Director
(Research), Association of Indian
Universities; Dr. S Shukla, Ex-
Professor, Deptt. of Education,
University of Delhi; Prof. RR
Singh, Professor, Delhi School of
Social Work; Dr.. YP Aggarwé[,
Senior Fellow, NIEPA; Prof, RP
Srivastava, Professor, Faculty of
Education, Jamia Millia Islamia
and Shri Chandan Dutta, Society
for Participatory Research in Asia
(PRIA)

Study visits to National Insti-

tute of Adult Education (NIAE)
Directorate of Adult Education,
(DAE) Indian Institute of Mass
Communication (I1IMC) and
National Institute of Educational
Planning  and Administrati{m
(NIEPA) were also organised.

17 participants representing six
states participated.
O

New Office-Bearers of
BCAESD

The Bombay Council of - Adult |

Education and Social Development
elected the following office-bearers
at its General Body Meeting in
Bombay on July 26, 1993 :

Chief Advisor & Patron

Mr, Ramesh V. Aros-«ar
President

My. Suresh P Prabhu

Vice Presidents

Dr NV Gayatonde

Mr. PD Haldankar

Mr. PV Gurao

Han. Gen. Secretary

Dr. JM Gadekar

Joint Secrstary

Mr. Satischandra D Chindarkar
Treasurer

Mr. RA Samant 0

Science of Self Develop-
ment

One Behavioural

searcher says :

1. Make friends : with whom you
can exchange ideas on these
subjects. It will greatly help in
reducing one’s own tension.

Science Re-

2. Read good books: to know
facts and principles.

3 Do not be a teacher: Don’t
go to teach anybody. If that
happens, he may reject you.
Exchange knowledge—not in
the style of a teacher.

4. Don't try to reform people ; It
means, that you must not go
straight out to reform him, but
go indirectly. Direct approach
will be counter productive.

5. Don’t try to be a physician:
Going to work, where the pro-
blem “is of the mind, one is
tempted very strongly to diag-
onise and to speak out a reme-
dial prescription. You partici
pate, remaining really “faithful
to participatory values.

6. Have confidence in yourself .
You respect others’ skill and
competence but put maore con-
fidence in your own power.

7. Build your own appropriate
image : Finally, I went to say
that do 'not think that you are
supposed to give all the ams-
wers to all the questions while
you are facilitating, lest you
lose respect of the trainees. :

Start off first, within yourself.
Then, in the family, in the
organisation, in the village.
You only can do it. Do not
fear : B




HINDI STATES LAG IN LITERACY

“There is a widening gap be-
tween the literacy rates of the
Hindi-speaking states and the rest
of the country. This is causing
concern,” observed Mr Sudip
Bannerjee, director-general of the
National Literacy Mission (NLM).

Speaking after a review meeting
of the total literacy campaign in
Madhya Pradesh, Mr Bannerjee
said this programme could succeed
only if it became a mass move-
ment and relied less on the bureau-
cracy for its implementation.

Fifteen of the 45 districts in the
state have been earmarked for the
literacy campaign and the first
phase is expected to cover 1.10
crore people in the 15 to 35 age
group. The districts are :Durg,
Narsinghpur, Indore, Ujjain, Bilas-
pur, Raipur, Ratlam, Chhatarpur.
Betul, Bhind, Raigarh, Satna,
Datia, Rajnandgaon and Gwalior.
The literacy rate in the state is

43.45 while the national average
is 52.11.

Though Durg and Narsinghpur
have been declared totally literate
districts, an external evaluation
has shown that the targets have
not really been achieved, However,
Bilaspur has put up a commend-
able performance and it is one of
the six districts in the country to
have been chosen for the UNESCO
award.

Mr. S.V. Giri, secretary, (edu-
cation}. Mr Arun Kumay Pandya,
adviser (education), the chijef
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secretary, Mr N.S. Sethi, and other
senior officials, attended the re-
view meeting.

NEW APPROACH : Mr Banner-
jee said that courses were being
planned for district collectors to
help them adopt an innovative
approach. “We have observed that
there is no foolproof formula
which can be transplanted from
one place to another. All our suc-
cess stories have different ingre-
dients, because the circumstances
in one district are different from
those in another. But then our
failure stories also have a pattern,”’
he said.

The literacy campaign exper-
ience shows that in the districts
where it has been successful, the
percentage of women participants
was generally higher. ““This obvio-
usly shows that the women in the
backward areas realise the signi-
ficance of being literate much
better than the men’ he observed.

Mr Bannerjee pointed out that
the literacy campaign is not an
overnight phenomena. “Just be-
cause there are facilities available
for the people to acquire literacy,
they do not necessarily get in-
volved in the project. The people’s
participation becomes a reality
only when they are convinced that
it is in their interest to become
literate. We now have sufficient
experience jn this campaign to
consider this achievable, and once
the right environment and aware-
ness levels are created, the pro-
gramme succeeds,” he added.

[

Call to Popularise Smali
Family Norm

President, Dr. Shankar Dayal
Sharma said in New Delhi on July
11, 1993 that door to door camp-
aign to popularise the message of
small family norm should be orga-
nised.

The President was speaking
after releasing a two-rupee coin
brought out by the Ministry of
Finance to coincide with the World
Population Day. He said popula-
tion explosion could pose a great
danger to India’s development
programme. “Each one of us
should come forward and convince
the masses not only in his own
vicinity, but also in the remote
rural areas about the importance of
having a small family”, he said.

Dr. Sharma said controlling
population growth was vital to the
well-being of humanity because
poverty and over-population were
two major factors that not only
affected the quality of life adver-
sely, but added to the increasing
levels of population.

Earlier, in his welcome address,
Minister of Health and Family
Welfare B Shankaranand stated
that the high rate of population
growth was eroding the achieve-
menis of our development. He said
active support and participation of
leaders, non-government organi-
sations, panchayati raj institutions
and others was needed to generate
necessary awareness among the
masses about the implications of
the unchecked population growth,

Finance Minister, Dr. Manmohan
Singh, Deputy Minister for Family
Welfare, Paban Singh Gatowar and
other dignitaries were present on
the occasion. 0



Population and Literacy

NOT THE ONLY LINKAGE

llliteracy is a handicap worse
R:an many  physical disabilities.

ass llliteracy as it exists in India
eveln after 45 years of independen-
Ce Is a crying shame and flies in the
face O,f our democratic values and
con?mltments. Illiteracy is an im-
Pedlment to the nation’'s progress
:inej::eral V\l.va_ys. It is generally be-
Y l;l:': illiteracy is one of the
i ;ors t?at obstructs the
gram ? fa":"lV planning pro-
' Mes in India; the single most
'Mportant factor that is impending
the alleviation of poverty in India,
aﬂd,.aggravating the all round de-
Ca\.r IS its rapidly increasing popu-
lation at a very high rate of over
E.1.per cent a year. It js generally
We‘:lue:\;ed that the spread of literacy
o famiT;oTDte- greater acceptance
woulg ll::sannmg programmes and
Crease of ou?"eSt the. A
€radicatiop of i!?‘opmatlo?. e
dered 1 s lteracy is consi-

st @ the most desirable
0 contain oyr population

growth :

article i tThe Objective of this
) S s

terms g, - 2MiNe in quantitative

literacy a:;"elati(m between the
fates in India, | oo 2tion  growth

Sheye J en taken from
and 199 Ports of 1971, 1981
to ese have been used
the percentage in-
I literacy from 1981

Calcu'ata
chESe in tota

K. B. SAHAY

to 1991 and also the respective
changes in the average PGR be-
tween 1981 and 1991 for different
States. The Statewise average
PGR for the years 1981 and 1991
have been calculated by comparing
the population figures of various
States for 1971 and 1981 and
again for 1981 and 1991. The per-
centage increase in the female
literacy has also been worked out
for different States as it is gene-
rally construed that female literacy
in particular is the most effective
measure to promote family plan-

ning.

Let us first examine and discuss
the effect of increase in female
literacy on the PGR. From an anal-
ysis of the census data, it is found
that there hardly exists any corre-
|ation between increase in female
literacy and PGR. A comparison of
the results as worked out for Raj-
asthan, West Bengal, Maharashtra
and Gujarat for example, confirm
the above statement. Rajasthan
has achieved an increase of 9.42
per cent in female literacy and ex-
hibits a 0.35 per cent decline in its
PGR. As against this, there is an
increase of 0.12 per cent in PGR
in West Bengal in spite of an in-
crease of 16.90 per cent in female
literacy. Yet again an increase of
16.20 per cent in female literacy in
Gujarat has resulted in a decrease
of 0,53 per cent in the PGR
whereas a similar increase of
16.72 per cent in female literacy in

Maharashtra has resulted in 0.1
per cent increase in its PGR. Even
in smaller States like Manipur,
Megalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim and
Tripura lack of correlation between
female literacy and PGR is found
to be obvious. In Sikkim, there is
an increase of 25.03 per centin
female literacy and a decrease of
1.65 per cent in PGR. But in
Nagaland, in spite of a 21.83 per
cent increase in female literacy,
the PGR has gone up by 0.41
percent.

Similarly, the data analysis
does not reflect any correlation be-
tween the increase in total literacy
and the changes in PGR. With the
increase in literacy, the PGR has
been found to decrease in 11
States (Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Manipur, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Sikkim), increase in Seven
States (Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Maharashtra,
Nagaland, Tripura and West
Bengal), and remain unchanged in
two (Uttar Pradesh and Orissa).

It may not therefore be correct
to view literacy programme as a
surefire means to promote family
planning for limiting our popula-
tion growth. The politicians, bure-
aucrats, press and even experts are
often reported to cite the example
of Kerzla where for some reason
both illiteracy and PGR have de-
elined simultaneously as also in
many other States.

This is rather fallacious. How-
ever, it would be naive to infer
that literacy has no role in
making the population control
programmes a success: in fact,
it can play an effective suppo-
rtive role in promoting family

-]



planning but only under
favourable socio - economic
conditions such as low infant
mortality, adequate old age
Care etc. Increase in general
awareness that literacy should
lead to cannot but have an
encouraging effect on popu-
lation control programmes. It
is therefore necessary that the
role of literacy in population
control is appreciated in the
right perspective and is neither
over estimated nor wunder-
played.

Hliteracy 1s a curse and better
efforts must be made to eradicate
it. However to make the literacy
programmes truly meaninful there
is need to define preperly ‘the
levels of reading, writing and arith-
metical capabilities that one should
acquire to be classified a literate ;
and also to develop suitable mech-
anisms to monitor and certify the
success of any literacy programme.

it is indeed encouraging that
the Government has. Fecently set
Up a commitiee to assess and
evaluate the literacy programme
which has been going on for the
past several years, The committee

has been asked to see, among

other things, whether the methods ™

employed in mass literacy campai-
gns are effective and if the dura-
tion of the total literacy campaign
is adequate for learners. More
importantly, however, the commit-
tee is to assess the fallout and
impact of the TLCs on health and
family welfare, Enormous human
resources and money are being
poured into the TLCs, hence it is
a welcome move by the Education
Department to examine in detail
the objectives, methodology and

6

efficacy of the literacy programme
and to reorient it if so required.

However it js essential to
realise that no literacy programme,
howsoever efficiently designed,
can be a substitute for a proper
four years of compulsory schooling
for the children, as envisaged in
our Constitution. For a nation the
antonym of illiteracy is not (mere)
literacy, instead it has to be
(School) education. The literacy
Programme could at best be useful
for the iliiterate adults, that too if
the programme is properly design-
ed and implemented. Further, the
policy makers would do well to
appreciate that even successful
literacy programme, difficult as
they are to formulate and imple-
ment, do not automatically trans-
late into successful family plan-
ning. B2
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Freedom iscreativity

What does independence mean ?
To him and her and you and me ?
What does it mean to all of us ?
What does it mean to be free ?

Freedom is to do what you wish

To hunt the birds, to kill the fish,

To break, to burn, to fight, to hit
Take a hammer and smash a dish,
No! That is not being free |

That is horrible and silly !

Then what is it
if not all this ?

To be free is not to fight,

Not to scratch and not to bite.
But to learn to read,

To learn to write,

To draw and paint,

And dance and play,

To be good frends,

All night, all day

To be a friend of every tree

Of every bird, and flower and bee
To look at the bright and blue sky
As the clouds go floating by

To watch the birds sing and fly

To know the insects crawling by

Never to scratch

And ne'er to bite

To stop those kids
Who quarrel and fight
Ne'er to push

And ne’er to shove.
To laugh, to smile,
To help, 1o love.

And so dear friends

Freedom means to love and share,
To be helpful and to care,

Not to be afraid and not to fear
To love the people everywhere.

SAFDAR HASHM!



IIMC Branch at Dhenkanal

The Indian Institute of Mass
Communication has established its
first branch at Dhenkanal (Orissa).
It was inaugurated on August 14,
1993 by Union Minister for Infor-
mation and Broagdcasting Mr. K.P.
Singh Deo;

The Dhenkanal Branch would
f‘?CUS on developmental commu-
Nication with special emphasis on
fural and tribal communication.

.To start with it would provide
training in English Journalism to
30 students,

Prof. B. B, Mohanty, Head,
Departmem of Audio-Visual Co-
MMmunication IMC and Treasurer.
Indian Adult Education Association
IS the Resident Director of the
newly established Branch.

[
VLN Reddy Retires

of :;Df' V.L.N. Reddy, Professor
Tiru ult Education, S.V. University,
afte:) ot retired on July 31,1993

Serving for over 20 years in

the D
tion, vtMent of Adult Educa-

feliﬂf function was arranged to
Citate Prof. _Reddv in the Uni-

Shri's CSenate Hall on July 31.
®Ngal Reddy, Chairman,

T 4

(;_r;:lr)n;tla Tirupati Devasthanams
i Presented 4 momento to
gt eddy, Prof, p.R. Naidu
fincipal, S. v, y - '

College of Arts
Tirupati presided.
who spoke on the
N were Dr M. V. Suddha-
ddy and Dr. M.C. Reddeppa

Nd  Science,

Mong qgthers,
Occasiq

kara Re
Reddv
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Saksharata Sammaian.

Rewari

Janta Kalyan Samiti (JKS),
Rewari © (Haryana) organised a
‘Saksharta Sammelan’ (Literacy
Camp) as apart of its strategy to
motivate field functionaries and
learners, and to create an atmos-
phere for creating demand for
literacy. The Sammelan was pre-

sided over by Shri B. S. Gar_g.

eminent educationist and President,

Indian Adult Education Associa-
tion. Shri K.C. Choudhary, Hony.

General Secretary, IAEA, and
‘Member, Backward  Classes
Commission, Madhya Pradesh

was Chief Guest on the occasion.

Field functionaries from Bawal
and Rewari Blocks, Panch, Ex-
service men, Neo-Literates etc,
participated.

An exhibition on Literacy was
arranged. A drama (Anpadh Tai
(Illiterate Aunt) highlighting dis-
advantages of illiteracy was pre-
sented.

Shri Choudhary, in his address
said that people should come
forward to raise their veice
against oppressive and unjust
social system to get social justice.
He asked the women to participate
in literacy programme with their
full vigour and zeal so as to be-
come partner in development.

In his presidential address,
Shri Garg said that District Ad-
ministration should take keen
interest to make literacy progra-
mme a success. He also urged
women and other weaker sections
to participate in the literacy pro-
gramme so as to get bensfit of

various schemes launched by ihe
Guvernment for their upliftment.

Earlier, Shri R. N. Mahlawat,
Presidant, JKS and Vice-President,
IAEA, in his welcoma address
highlighted the efforts made by
JKS in promoting adult and vo-
cational education in Rewari,

Documents

Chitins, Suma and Altbach,
Philip. G, Eds. Higher Education

Reforms in India: Experience and

Perspectives.

New Delhi, SAGE

Publications, 1993 pp. 438.

Rs. 395/-,

The document is a collection of
essays on various aspects of higher
education in India. Various contri-
butions present case studies of
innovative developments such as
the institutes of technology in
universities etc. It examines broader
elements which shape the reality
of higher education in India—
financial arrangements. the comp-
lex language situation, the exam-
ination system and problems of
access to education.

Ramabrahmam, Adult Edu-
cation : Policy and performance.

New Delhi, Gian Publishing House,
1988. pp. 230. Rs. 150.

The main objegtives of this
study are :

(1) To study and analyse the
functioning of voluntary agencies
involved in National Adult Edu-
cation Programme (NAEP) with
reference to staffing pattern, re-
cruitment and training of instructors
and supervisors, supply of teaching
materials, problems encountered
in running adult education centre
and suggestions to improve the
programme.

(2) To analyse the working of

adult  education centres
location, facilities and func-
tioning.

(3) To determine the socio-eco-
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nomic background of the
learners.

(4) To assess the achievement of
learner in terms of literacy
and numeracy skills, the
level of social awareness and
improvement of functional
skills of the learners, all of
which are the goals of the
National Adult = Education
Programme.

~ (8) To analyse the socio-econo-

“ nomic background of instruc-
tors and supervisors and its
correlation with the pro-
ramme and also to analyse
their attitudes towards the
aims and methods of the
programme.

(6) To examine the general per-
formance of the voluntary
agencies in the implementa-
tion of the programme.

Rehman, M. M. and Biswal,
Kamalkanta. Education work and

women : An enquiry into gender

bias. New Delhi. Commonwealth
Publishers, 1993. pp 203 Rs. 250.

The book aitempts to measure
gender disparities that exis. today
in various fields. It specially focus-
§es on representations of women
in education and employment
sectors at giobal, nat.onal, village
and individual levels,

This book consists of six
chapters. Chapter one discusses
gender related issues and syb-
ordination of women in the histo-
rical perspective. |t alsp outlines
the concerns of the interational

and national bodies for women’s
development. This chapter also
provides a global picture of
women's representation in educa-
tion and employment in various
regions/countries. Chapter two
describes the position of women
in the education sector at its
various levels. It also shows the
intra-gender disparities existing in
their representation. Chapter three
examines the employment scenario
and women's position therein, and
provides information with regard
to women's education, specific
employment status. Chapter four
describes perception of an indivi-
dual woman about her situation;
while Chapter five examines situa-
tion of gender differentiation in
education and employment at
grass root level. Chapter six dis-
cusses gender issues from a theo-
retical perspective, provides some

ideas as policy direction and
identifies some future research
areas.

Tilak. Jandhyala BG. Educat-

ional Planning at  Grassroots.

New Delhi, Ashish Publishing
House, 1992. pp 212. Rs. 200,

This  study on micro-level
planning in education presents
an exercise on. district-level plan-
ning in education and estimates
the cost of education by levels in
two location specific areas, speci-
fically two educational clusters,
besides providing estimates at
district and block levels. The
study also identifies all the edu-
cational and other infrastructural
facilities that are available within
and outside the education sector

in the area, and how these can
be used for educational develop-
ment. Finally it presents estimates
on costs of education at various
levels.

Gumber, Anil
Literacy and

Visaria, Pravin,
and Visaria, Leela.

primary education in, India, 1980-

81 to 1991: Differentials and

Determinants in Journal of Educa-

tional Planning and Administration,
Vol VII No. 1, January 1993, pp.
13-62.

The paper presents the Census
and National Sample Survey data
on crude literacy rates. and school
attendance ratios of children aged
5-9 and 10-14 for 17 major Indian
States  during 1981-91. The
paper also outlines the (un-
weighted) central sample data of
the NSS 35th Round (1980-81)
on participation in primary edu-
cation and drap-outs for children
aged 5-14 in Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra. The reasons for non-
enrolment and drop-outs have

been examined by broad caste
groups and the economic status
of the households.

In 1986-87, in the country as
a whole, two-fifths of rural and
one-fifth of urban children aged
6-14 were never enrolled in
schools. A lack of interest in
education and economic factors
were the two major reasons
for the phenomena of non-
enrolment and droppin 1 out in the
two states of Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra as well as the countiy as
a whole.

Edited, printed and published by J.L. Sachdeva, Director, Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate,
Now Delhi-110002. Tele : 8791336 : 3310282, Printed at N.S. Printers, Dharampura, Delhi-110006,
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LITERACY AWARDS FOR ARUNA ASAF ALI
AND V. S. MATHUR

Smt Aruna Asaf Ali and Shri
V.S Mathur have been selected
for the Tagore and Nehru Literacy
Awards for the year 1993.

The awards instituted by the
Indian Adult Education Association
Were announced on the Interna-
tional Literacy Day, September 8
to help the cause of eradication of
illiteracy from the country.

Noted freedom fighter, educator
and reformer, Smt. Aruna Asaf Ali
has played a pioneering role in
Mromoting adult and continuing

B Y

®ducation among wemen.

She is the founder President of
Dr. A, v. Baliga Memorial Trust,
New Delhi which is actively enga-

ged in Total Literacy Campaign.
She has worked for empowerment
of women through vocational
training, cooperatives, legal aid,
efc.

She is recipient of Lenin Peace
Prize (1965), Indira Gandhi Award
for National Integration (1987),
Jawaharlal Nehru Award for Inter-
national Understanding (1991) and
Padam Vibhushan (1992).

The Nehru Literacy Award
winner, Shri V. S. Mathur is a
pioneer of adult education move-

ment in the country. i s lie
initiator in developing educational-
cum-recreationai centres for adults,

He has been closely connected

E &

A Look at the Pune
Conference

The 45th All India Adult Edu-
cation Conference of the Indian
Adult Education Associsation (IAEA)
will be held in Pune (Maharashtra)
on December 27-30, 1993. It is
being organised ‘in 'collaboration
with Indian Institute of Education
(Pune). i

The theme is “Total Literacy in

the Context of Education for All
by 2000.”

(Contd. on page 3)

with the trade union movement.
and was General Secretary of the
Asian and Pacific .Regional Orga-
nisation of International Confeder-
ation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU)
for over 24 years.

Shri Mathur, President, Lok
Shikshan Samaj, Society for Pro-
motion of Organisation of the
Rural Poor, Labour Organisation
of the Rural Poor and the Indian
Federation of Trade Union Co-
operation has done meritorious
work in  promoting education
among workers particularly of the
unorganised and the rural sectors.
He had also been member of panel

of Consultants of ILO on Workers
Education. ]
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LITERACY ESSENTIAL FOR PROGRESS

The President Dr. Shankar
Dayal Sharma said that concerted
effot was required for remov-
ing illiteracy and improving the
condition of mankind. “Literacy is
an indispensable component for

human resource progress,” he
said.
Inaugurating the International

Literacy Day celebrations in New
Delhi on September 8, 1993, Dr,
Sharma said that spread of literacy
would open new vistas of know-
ledge—help In commumnication and
bind the human race in harmony

and brotherhood,

Though progress has been
made in tne positive direction, the
president pointed out that much
more remains to be done as the
+rate of growth of popuiation and
the drop-out rate at the primary
gtage of education have been cited
as being primarily responsible for
the alarming level of illiteracy in
our country.

Su gesting ways to move
ahead in the direction of total
literacy, the President said that “'a
plan of action which unites the
Centre and the States, the local
bodies, the voluntary organisations
and individual workers in an all-
embracing national effort cannot
but succeed in the attainment of its
objectives.”

This year's theme for the Liter-
acy Day was literacy and national
integration, Dwelling on this as-
pect, Dr. Sharma remarked,
“national integration really consti-
tutes a fesling of oneness and

2

solidarity among the people re-
gardless of dissimilarities.”

The President also highlighted
the role Radio and TV can play in
eradicating illiteracy in the country.
Referring to the wide reach of both
the media, he said that their po-
tentials have to be tapped effect-
ively.

*Public opinion will need to be
mobilised and harnessed on a
large-scale and resources made
available to combat illiteracy, Dr.
Sharma said and added that attain-
ing universal literacy was a
challenge and could be met only
with the requisite political commit-
ment combined with involvement
of NGOs and member-states of the
United Nations.

In his address, the Union
Minister for Human Resource
Development, Mr. Arjun Singh
said that “the task before our
generation is even more enormous
than that which confronted our
fore-fathers at the time of Inde-

pendence’’.

The HRD Minister also called
upon the people to work for a
literate India free from the scourge
of narrow-mindedness, bigotry and
communalism.

Highlighting the Government
efforts towards total literacy, he
said that more than five million
volunteers had been mobilised, two
thirds of them women, to fan out
in the districts of the country to
eradicate illiteracy. The total liter-
acy campaign has been extended
to over 200 districts. he added.

Mr. Singh noted that what was
also needed was a strong system of
school education which would help
students enrol and also prevent
them from dropping-out of school.

Ms Selja, Deputy Minister of
Education speaking on the occa-
sion, said “it is vital to ensure
involvement of women in all
spheres of education since both as
learners and trainers they are parti-
cularly motivated.”

The UNESCO Director General
Mr. Federico Mayor, said education
was our only chance today, a
supreme opportunity to conquer the
great evils of third milenium.
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A Ldok at the..l LR N ]
(Contd. from page 1)

The Zakir Husain Memorial
Lecture will be delivered by Dr.
(Smt.) Chitra Naik, Member, Plan-
ning Commission during the con-
ference,

The General Body meeting of
IAEA will be held on December 28,
1993.

The election of members for the
Council and 'of the Executive
Committee of IAEA will be held
on the 29th and 30th December,
1993 respectively. The election pro-
gramme circulated to members vide
letter dated Sept. 6, 1993 is given
below::

Programme of Elections
of [AEA
1. Preparation and publication
of list of Member Voters
12 December 1993

2. Submission of Form (s) I-D
for contesting Elections
20 December 1993

3. Scrutinisation of the Nomi-
nation Forms
24 December 1993
4, Display of list of all qualified
candidates at Pune
(at the Conference venue)
27 December 1993
2.00 p.m.

S. Last date for withdrawal of
Nomination(s) at
Pune(in writing only)
28 Decembar 1993
5.00 p.m.

Election of 25 members to
the Council from amongst
the individual members.
Result will be declared
immediately after counting)

29 December 1993

10.45 a.m. to

12.00 noon

7. Election of 75 members to
the Council from amongst
the institutional Members
(Result will be declared
immediately after counting)

29 December 1993

12.00 noon
8. Meetting  of the Newly
Elected Council to elect

Office-Bearers and Members
of the Executive Committee
30 December 1993
9.30 a.m.

9. Result of the Election of
Office-Bearers and Members
of the.Executive Committee

30 December 1993
1.30 p.m,

The members who have not
received the invitation letter for
the Conference and the notice of
the elections of |AEA should write
to the General Secretary, Indian
Adult Education  Association,
17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New
Delhi-110002

The last date for registrarion
for the Conference is November
30, 1993. Delegation fee of Rs. 50/-
is to be sent to the Association
before November 30.

Those desirous of writing
paper on the theme of the
Conference should write to the

Director, IAEA before Novem-
ber 10, 1993.

An exhibition of books, posters,
charts, photographs will also be
held during the conference,

The contact person in Pune js
Dr. Suman Karandikar, Hony.
Director, Indian Institute of Eqy.

cation, Ji.P. Naik Path, Karve Road,

128/2 Kothrud, Pune-41102g,
Tele : 333336 (Director) 336980
(off) Grams : INDINSTED
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Women's Integrated
Learning for Life (Will)

A programme to impart literacy
skills and knowledge to adult
women to enable them to fulfil
their role as  development agents
in society has been launched as
an integral part of ICDS.

The objectives of WILL are :
to enable illiterate girls and young
women to acquire the skills of
literacy ; to promote a better awa-
reness of health, hygiene, nutrition
and family planning among gitls
and young women; to impart
need-based training in  home-
management and child care; to
foster civic awareness among
young women, so as to enable
them to play their role as citizens
of the country ; and to develop
small libraries of books in local

languages to sustain the newly
acquired literacy skills.

The target age-group is 11-35
years.

The scheme will provide ‘know-
ledge of 3R’s, health and hygiene,
food and nutrition, family planning,
home management and home
based crafts, child care, civie
education. home-based occupations
and poultry keeping

Magsaysay cash prize
raised

Recipients of the annual Ramon
Magsaysay Award, Asia’s version
of the Nobel Prize, will receive
50 000 dollars each starting this
year, if was announced recently

The cash prize accompanying
the most prestigious pr-ivate hon-
our in the region previously stood
at 30,000 dollars. It is given out
yearly in the five categories for
outs'anding work in Asia.

The award, named after a
Popular Philippine President and
and supported by the Rockfeller

Family of the WUnited States,
was given recently to Indian
obstetrician  Banoo  Jehangir

Coyaji, 75, for her work among
Impoverished rural women,



INDIA HAS LARGEST ADULT ILLITERATE
: .. POPULATION

A report, titled “Education for
All : Status and Trends”, brought
out by UNESCO and released
on the eve of the three-day meet-
ing of International Consultative
Forum on Education for All has
revealed out that India has the
distinction of housing 281 million
illiterate adults followed by China
with 224 million. Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Nigeria, Indonesia, Brazil,
Egypt, Iran and Sudan together
account for 200 million adult
illiterates while the rest of the
world contributes 243 million.

The report, which has also
ranked 87 developing countries
according to their net enrolment
ratio (NER), has placed India with
66.3 per cent NER at number 50
on this list. - Five countries which
achieved full’ enrolment of their
primary “school age-group are
China, Republic of Korea, Singa-
pore, Sri Lanka and the United

Arab Emirates. At the bottom of
the list are five countries with

MERs of less than 25 per cent:
Liberia, Bhutan, Afghanistan, Mali
and Somalia. .

.The\ NER, according to the re-
port, is défined’ as the number of
pupils enrolled® who are in the
officially defined , primary school
age.: group, expressed as a per-
centage of the total 'population of
that age group, o

\Intfian ‘Scere : A country paper,
pfaparéd for the conference by the
human  resource  development
ministry, titled “Education for All:
The Indian Scene", has poiptgd
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out that though India’s elementary

‘education system has expanded to

be one of the largest in the
country and the enrolment atthe
primary stage has increased about
five-fold from 19.2 million in
1950-51 to 101.6 million in 1991-
92, the number of children who
are out of school continues to be
on the high side.

It was stated that the number of
children (6 to 14 age group), who
were outside the elementary
school system in 1991-92 was 24
mill_ion. According to the report,
the problem gets more complicated
as the drop-out rate, though de-
clining, continues to be high as
nearly half the children who enter
class | drop out before reaching
class V and two-thirds of the

children before reaching class VI}-
Gender disparities are also con-
spicuous with regard to enrolment
and retention and though the
number of girls who enrolled at the
primary ‘level increased from 5.4
million In 1950-51 to 42.4 million
in 1991-92, girls still account for
only 46.7 per cent of the total
enrolment.

“Universal participation is still
elusive......universalisation of ele-
mentary education (UEE) is a
daunting task but, nevertheless,
an achievable trend going by
national trend’’, the report added.

The Forum meeting is a
prelude to the summit of nine
most populous countries, to be
held in India in December.
These countries China, India,
Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, Brazil,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Iran -
account for three-quarters of the
world’s illiterates. [

Recent Books for Neo-Literates

1. KARVA SACH
Nishat Farooq

Rs. 4.50

2. SUHANI SEEKH
Ramdas Shastri

Rs. 6.00

3. JEENE KI CHAH
Mridula Seth

Available from

Rs. 10.00

Indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate

New Delhi-110002




TOTAL LITERACY POSSIBLE,
SAYS ARJUN SINGH

The second meeting of the In-
ternational Consultative Forum on
Education for All (EFA) opened in
New Delhi on September 8, 1993
with the human resource develop-
ment minister, Mr. Arjun Singh,
declaring that total literacy in India
was not a dream but an achievable
target as shown by the massive
campaigns in pursuing this ob-
jective.

The three-day Forum meeting,
attended by over 60 repre-
sentatives from 20 countries, UN
bodies, donor agencies, inter-
governmental agencies and non-
governmental organisations, was
convened jointly by the UNDP,
UNESCO, the World Bank and the
UNICEF. The Forum came into
existence after the 1990 world
conference on education held at
Jomtien in Thailand, to periodically
review the progress made by
various countries in achieving the
goal of education for all.

Two Pronged Strategy : Mr.
Arjun Singh said that education
for all is not a mere slogan since
Sveryone has a right t0 education.
% India, he said, long strides have

een made in the march towards
€ducation for all but much still
femains to be done. The minister
Said that a two-pronged strategy
of universalisation of elementary
education and universal adult
literacy had been adopted for
achieving EFA goal.

While the total literacy campai-
gn (TLC) is the main strategy for

achieving adult literacy, in the area
of universalisation of elementary
education, the accent is as much
on retention and achievement as
on enrolment, Mr Singh said.

An innovative approach being
tried out now in several parts of
the country, he said, is the District
Primary  Education Programme
(DPEP), which lays emphasis on

- local area planning. This approach

is in tune with the concept of
decentralised management of edu-
cation ensuring people’s partici-
pation in the educational process.

Global  Cooperation : The
UNESCO director-general, Mr.
Federico Mayor, stressed the need
for promoting cooperation between
people at the global level to
achieve the goal of universal pri-
mary education by the year 2000.

He explained that while the first
Forum meeting focussed on the
prospects of achieving universal
primary education by the year
2000, the present meeting will
examine the qualitative dimension.
He emphasised that continuous
efforts must be made to improve
both the efficiency and effective-
ness of basic education program-
mes both for the sake of improv-
ing quality and for the good
management of scarce resources,

In a separate message on the
occasion of International Literacy
Day, Mr.. Mayor said education is
the only way by which under-
development, pollution and violence
could be removed. At the same

time, education could help an
individual achieve wisdom and
self-control ‘‘at a time when in-
tolerance is on the increase in the
form of fundamentalist movements
and perverse type nationalism,”
Through education, he said, people
could strive towards a more har-
monious- and caring form of social
and economic development.

Female Literacy : Later, in a
round table discussion on “Basic
education for girls and women,”
Dr. Mira Seth, member, Planning
Commission, said female literacy
rates indicate a universal pheno-
menon of girls having less oppor-
tunities in the developing countries
with as many as 30 countries
showing a rate of 7 to 25 per cent.
This, she said, affects the enrol-
ment of women in the primary,
secondary and tertiary sectors and
leads to high growth rates of
population, high fertility and
low contraceptive rates. On the
other hand studies show that im-
provement in basic opportunities
for women in education is the
sine qua non for development in
the health sector.

Dr. Seth suggested that if girls’
education was to be promoted
seriously what was required was a
strong political commitment from
all developing countries for unless. .
it was forthcoming, : increased -
female literacy would be difficult
to achieve.

Other recommendations listed
by her included special provisions
for infrastructure in inaccessible
areas, change in cultural beliefs,
child care facilities for infants,
hiring of more female teachers,
greater community participation

( Con_t.f‘nued on page 7)
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Female Literacy

DISMAL BIHAR PICTURE

Perhaps the most important
index of the quality of life in any
place is the educational level of
its population. The crude index of
educational level can be measured
by the literacy rate of the popula-
tion. The literacy status of each
individual does not, of course,
indicate the educational level as
it merely establishes whether one
can read and write with under-
standing in any language, even
though one might never have gone
to a school. Nevertheless, in a
country like India, where even
now roughly half the population
are illiterate, this crude index is
quite revealing.

The literacy rate used to be
worked out till the 1981 Census by
taking the percentage of the liter-
ates among the total population.
However, while working out a
meaningful or effective literacy
rate, one should not include the
younger population aged less than
7 years. In'the 1991 Census, such
children were treated as illiterates,
and the literacy rates have been
calculated in terms of the per-
centage of the literates aged seven
and above among the population
in the same age group.

The literacy rate thus comp-
ounded is 52 per cent—64 per
cent for males and 39 per cent for
females. There has be?n a distinet
improvement in the llt?racy rates
since 1981 ; the total literacy rate
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having gone up from 44 per cent
to 52 per cent in a decade. There
was also a marked improvement in
female literacy rate from 30 to 39
per cent. The decennial growth of
literacy in India has been much
more than the growth of popula-
tion during the last decade. While
population went up by 23.8 per
cent during 1981-91, the literate
population went up by 49.4 per
cent. However, the sheer weight
of our population base has led to
an increase in the absolute num-
ber of illiterates over the last de-
cade from 302 millicn to 320 mil-
lion.

Against this background, the
abysmally low literacy levels in
Bihar — the second most popu-
lous State of India—needs special
attention. Bihar had a population
of 86 million on March 1, 1991,
which is more than 10 per cent of
India’s population. It has the du-
bious distinction of having the
lowest overall literacy rate in the
country — 38.5 per cent — with
Rajasthan coming next.. Qut of the
42 districts in the State in 1991,
28 had a literacy level of less than
40 per cent while 10 had a level
between 40 to 50 and only four
had a level of more than 50 per
cent. Eight districts had a literacy
rate between 25 to 30 per cent
while one district (Kishanganj)
had a very low rate.of 22 per cent
only. Most of thz districts with
lower levels of literacy were in

north Bihar.

What is, however, more painful
is that there is a very large dif-
ferential in literacy between males
and females, the female literacy
rate being less than 23 per cent as
against 52 per cent for males. In
this respect, Bihar keeps company
with States like Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana and Orissa — the dif-
ferential being much wider in the
first two of these States and equal
in Madhya Pradesh. The female
literacy rate is an indicator not
only of the status of women but
various other demographic and
socio-economic ills. In fact, female
literacy has now heen recognised
as the most sensitive index of
social development. No won-
der, the four States of Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh have been given the

"acronym of Bimaru (which means

*sick”)

The average level of female |-
teracy in Bihar was less than 23
per cent in 1991—much below the
all-India average of 39 per cent.
There was, however, a marked
variation among the districts. Qut
of 42 districts, only four had a
female literacy rate of more than
30 per cent, while 18 had arate
lower than 20 per cent. In fact, in
six districts, the rate was lower
than 15 per cent even.

When we look at the rural
areas, the position is found to be
much worse. In rural areas, as
many as 27 districts had a rate less
than 20 per cent, out of which 14
had a rate less than 15 per cent. In
Kishanganj district, the female li-
teracy rate in tural areas was just



7.55 per cent only. Not evena
single district of the State had a
rural, female literacy rate higher
than the all-India average of 30.6
per cent—the nearest district to
this average being Patna (27 per
cent).

In 1981 the literate women in
Bihar (in the age group of seven
and above) numbered 224 lakh
while in 1991, their number had
gone up to 250 lakh—an increase
of 26 lakh. On the other hand, the
number of literate women had
gone up by 30 lakh from 44 lakh
in 1981 to 74 lakh in 1991. This is
the saving grace of an otherwise
dismal situation on the female lite-

racy front in the State. .
A low female literacy rate Is a

concomitant of higher fertility,
higher female mortality, higher in-
fant mortality, a higher dependen-
cy on the agricultural sector (91
per cent of the female workers in
Bihar were found to be engaged in
the agricultural sector in 1991 as
against the all-India average of 79
per cent only), a very low status of
women in society and a host of
other social evils like the dowry
system, female infanticide, neg-
lect of female children, and a gross
malfunctioning of the democratic
electoral system. When a very
large majority of voters even do
not know how 10 read and write,

how can they exercise their
franchise in a fair and realistic
manner ?

The spread of literacy among
women folk of Bihar should be the
main priority of the State for the
next decade, if we are to make any
positive impact on the social life of
the State. Thisis @ challenge not
only for the National Literacy
Mission but also for the various
social and voluntary organisations.

‘ENTRUST EDUCATION WITH LOCAL BODIES’

The Panchayati Raj institutions
and municipal bodies should be
entrusted with the management
of educational programmes to help
the country achieve total literacy
and universalisation of elementary
education.

This recommendation has been
made by the Committee on Decen-
tralised Management of Education
headed by Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Veerappa Moily in its report
presented to Human Resource
Development Minister Arjun Singh

recently.
The Central Committee has

proposed a four-tier structure of
standing committees on education
in each district. The separate
committees would be at the levels
of zilla parishad, intermediate level
panchayat samities, panchayats
where jurisdiction extended to a
group of villages and panchayats
where jurisdiction is limited to one
village.

“1t is increasingly becoming
evident that bureaucratic systems
were not able to manage the
challenges in the field of educa-
tional development and the
people’s participation is seen the
world over as an essential pre-
requisite for achieving the goal
of education for all,” the Moily
Committee noted.

The committee comprised 27
members, including State Education
Ministers and academicians.

The standing education commi-
tees have been assigned the task
for promoting programmes such as
early childhood care and education,
primary education, non-formal
education and adult education.

The Moily Committee suggest-

ed that the education committee
at the panchayat level could be
given statutory'authority by bring-
ing it under the Panchayati Raj
legislation. The tenure of this
committeee would be the same as
the tenure of the panchayat.

It should be the endeavour of
the commmittees at the appropriate
level that every child in every
family participated in primary edu-
cation, the committee, said. Per-
suading parents of non-attending
children to send their wards, to
schools and enthusing adults for
literacy programmes may form a
significant agenda for its activities.

Total Literacy Possible...

(Contd. from page 5)

and scholarships for girls and cash
incentives for the parents. '

Joint Efforts ; In another round-
table discussion on ‘“New partner-
ships in education for all”, orga-
nised by the UNDP, participants
emphasised the need for collabor-
ative efforts between government
and non-governmental organis-
ations, the private sector, local
communities, religious groups and
families for achieving the goal of
Education for All.

These partnerships, it was felt,
could be 'in the form of NGOs
taking on activities which are com-
plementary to formal schooling or
the invelvement of the business
community in basic education
through the provision of non-for-
mal education, schools and day-
care facilities for their employees.

Similarly, local communities
can become active partners in the
education process by contributing
labour, financial and local material
resources towards this effort. They
can, for instance help to manage
schools or non-formal programmes
and provide effective goverance to
sea that public or NGO funds for
education are effectively usea,
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Documents

Reddy, P. A. and Indira, K.
Reading interest of adults, New

Delhi, Uppal (3 Ansari Road),
1993, p.-287. Rs. 275

The document consists of six
chapters. Chapter | gives a brief
introduction about the human
resource development, importance
of literacy, Jan Shikshan Nilayams,
Post literacy and follow-up pro-
grammes and importance of
reading interest and study habits
of neo-literates. Chapter Il pre-
sents reviews of some of the rele-
vant studies. The research prob-
lems, objectives, hypotheses and
variables are presented in chapter
I1l. Chapter [V deals with the
construction and finalisation of
schedule to identity the reading
interests and study habits of the
neo-literates. The results of this
study are presented and discussed
in Chapter V. Chapter VI gives
summary and conclusions.

Raju, K. A and Takalkar, Anil,
Eds. Rural Development: A

Directory of Research in India

1989-90, Hyderabad,
Institute of Rural Development,
1993, p. 196.

National

Fourth in the series this
directory covers the research
projects compieted or in progress
during the year 1989 and 1990 in
rural development

It presents information relating
to 370 projects received from 73
institutions.

In the Directory, the projects
are grouped under the institution/
universities and within them under
the departments/faculties by which
the research has been undertaken.
Whenever there are more than one
research project — carried out’ by
a department—they are presented
alphabetically under the project
leader. The objectives, methodo-
logy of the projectand the con-
clusions are provided in the form
of an abstract. Information relating
to sponsors and collaborators is
also incorporated in the entry.

Different indices provided at

the end include author, subject
sponsor and collaborators.

The document reports five re-
searches in adult education, two
in literacy and one in non-formal
education.

Reddy, G. Lokananda. Educa-
tion for unorganised sector, New
Delhi Ashish, 1992, p. 301,
Rs. 400.

The present study is confined
to identification of knowledge and
educational needs in the areas of
nutrition education, health edu-
cation, population education of
the four categories of unorganised
workers, namely agricultural
labourers, brick workers, stone
cutters and potmakers,

It also studies the influence of
variables like age, sex, caste,
educational status, family size and
marital status of the unorganised
workers on the knowledge and
educational needs in the above
said areas.

The study also aims to examine
the relationship between know-

ledge and educational needs of
different categories of organised
workers.

Mohanty, Jagannath. Adult and

non-formal education, New Delhi,

Deep and Deep, 1993. (F 159
Rajouri Garden) p. 315, Rs. 275.

This book has two parts; (1)
Adult Education and (ii) Non-
formal Education. Both are inter-
related and inter-dependent.

The part 1, relating to adult
education, consists of the chapters
on Development of Adult Educa-
tion in india, its importance for the
success of the democracy, its
Management Strategies and Me-
thodologies, Learning Society,
Literacy and Development, Adult
Literacy Campaign in  Britain,
Communication Media and Mater-
ials, Life-long Education, Methods
and Techniques of Teaching Adults,
Distance Learning System, Area
Development Approach, Educa-
tional Broadcasting, Open Univer-
sity, Evaluation and Research in
Adult Education, Theories and
Methods of Paulo Friere and
Binode Kanungo.

The Part |l on Non-formal
Education encompasses chapters—
Meaning, Scope, Nature and
Function of Non-formal Education,
its need for National Development,
its Objectives and Clientele,
Agencies and Coordinators, its
Development in India, its Methods,
Media and Materials, its Evaluation
amd Monitoring. Alternatives in

Education like  De-schooling,
Cultural Revolution and Non-
Formal Education for wunder-

privileged.

Edited, printed and published by J.L. Sachdeva, Director, Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate,
Mew Delhi-110002. Tele : 8721336 ; 3310282, Printed at N.S. Printers, Dharampura, Delhi-110008.
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CENTRAL ZONE CONFERENCE ON ADULT
EDUCATION: A BRIEF REPORT

The two-day Central Zone Con-
ference on Adult Education was
organised by 'the Indian Adult
Education Association in Rewa
(MP) on August 21-22, 1993.

Inaugurating  it, Shri J.S.
\Viathur, Collector, Rewa said that
education . of the masses was
essential to remove backwardness
from the country. He said adult
education programme has to be
accepted as a challenge and not
as routine educational work.

He said primary education
schools have been opened in
almost all villages of the country,
yet the target of universalisation
of elementary education has not
been achieved. This, he said, was
due to lack of positive attitude
towards education. The parenis
being illiterate do not feel the
Necessity of sending their kids to
schools.

Unless the adult education
brogramme is taken with mission=
ary zeal, the necessary motivation
among the learners could not be
Created, he felt. He appealed for

concerted efforts to make the pro-
gramme a Success.

Shri K. C. Choudhary, General
Secretary, |IAEA speaking on the
occasion said that adult education
was essential to enable the poor
to take advantage of the develop-
ment programmes launched for
them,

Shri. 'N. C. Pant, President,
Central Zone and Vice-President,
IAEA in his presidential address
said thatin total literacy campaign
the influential people of the area
must be actively involved and the
campaigns should not remain

merely in the hands of Government
officials.

The voluntary agencies, he said
have important role in TLCs and

should be closely associated with
the programme.

Earlier. Lt. Col (Retd.) K. S.
Bhardwaj, former Director of Adult
Education, APS University, Rewa
in his we‘lcome address  sajd
that corrective. measures must pe
taken on the weak paings being
noticed in the implementation of

Pune Conference
Postponed

Due to earthquake in some
parts of Maharashtra and massive
relief works being undertaken
in the state, the 45th All
India Adult Education Conference
which was to be held in Pune
(Mah.) on December 27-30, 1993
has been postponed.

The General Body Meeting and
the Meetings to elect members of
the Council and of the Executive
Committee which were to be held
on December 28, 29, 30. 1993
have been cancelled. The new
dates of the Conference and the
new election programme will be
announced later on.

TLC so that the target of achieving
total literacy by ‘the year 2000
could be achieved.

Shri J. L. Sachdeva, Director
IAEA proposed a vote of thanks.
He also presented the working
paper in the plenary session.

The delegates were divided in
four groups to discuss the follow-
ing sub-themes of the conference:

1. Teacher-student involvement
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in Adult Education progra-
mme.

2. Role of universities and
voluntary agencies in adult
education programme

3. What approaches are needed
to achieve about 80-85 per-
cent literacy by the year
2000 ?

4, Strategies for Post-Literacy
and Continuing Education.

Rao Rana Bahadur Singh,
Chief, Chinmaya Ashram was the
guest of honour-at the valedictory
function. In his:address, Shri Rao
said adult education programme
to succeed must have function-
aries with a high degree of moti-
vation and commitment. He said
that the aim of education should
be to give purity of thought,

Shri A. H. Khan, Secretary,
Central Zone proposed a vote of
thanks.

30 participants representing the
states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh attended. 'Univ-
ersities of Jiwaji (Gwalior) Bhcpal,
APS, LN 'Mithla (Darbanga).
Gorakhpur, Kanpur and Magadh
also deputed representatives. The
Directorate of Adult Education,
New Delhi alse deputed a wrepre-
sentative.

The conference after two days
of deliberations made the follow-
ing recommendarions :

Recommendations

1. The Central Zone Conference
of the Indian Adult Education
Association held in Rewa on
August 21-22, 1993 wel-
comes the steps taken by
Govt. of India in accelerating

the programme of literacy
education in the country. But
it notes thatthe three states
of the Zone—Bihar, M.P. and
U.P. are still lagging behind in
literacy as compared to many
parts of the country and all
out efforts should be made
to promote literacy in the
states of the zone.

The Conference notes that
in the Total Literacy Camp-
aigns, the major burden is
still on teachers and students.

This it feels should not be
confined to them only. It re-
commends that other sectors
of the community should
also be involved particularly
the housewives, ex-service-
men and the other educated
people. Their active involve-
ment will give a boost to the
entire programme.

. The Conference notes that

at 'many places in the
Zone the volunteers have
started demanding payment
as they find that other
functionaries connected with
TLC are getting salaries/
honorariums. It feels that
either payments or adequate
incentives should be provided
to the volunteers too.

The conference recommends
that well-established volun-
tary organisations should be
actively associated with the
programme right from the
planning stage. The Gowt.
must take benefit of their
experience and expertise in
the field. Adequate assistance
should be provided to them
for specific work. But at the
same time ‘the Conference
urges voluntary organisations

7.

to raise their own funds and
should not be dependent en-
tirely on Government grants,
The VAs which are not deli-
vering goods should also be
weeded out so that there is
no wastage of public funds.

. The conference urges the

UGC to give grants to
Universities in time so that
there is no time gap between
environment building and the
implementation stage. It also
calls upon the universities to
organise more and more
need based continuing edu-
cation programmes for the
educated people which by
and large should be self-
supporting.

It recommends that UGC
should continue its assistance
to the Departments of Adult,
Continuing Education and
Extension beyond 1995 so
that Universities continue
to play their role in promo-
tion literacy population edu-
cation ‘and continuing edu-
cation.

The conference recommends
that success stories where
the volunteers and learners
have participated effectively
in the programme and have
achieved the norms of NLM
should be produced both in
print and visual media so that
other also get motivation to
join the campaign.

The Conference notes with
concern that further expan-
sion of JSNs has been
stopped. It feels that this is
not a step in the right
direction and the Govt.

(Contd. on page 6)



INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY
CELEBRATIONS

Madras

The Department of Adult and
Continuing Education, University
of Madras, the Women’s Indian
Association and the Women's
Voluntary Service of Tamil Nadu
jointly organised the International
Literacy Day on September 8,
1993.

Prof. S. Sathik, Vice-Chancellor,
Madras Univers'ty was the Chief
Guast on the occasion. In his
address, he said that jobs should
be delinked from degrees. He asked
the girls who have benefitted from
welfare programmes to undertake
adult literacy work.

Smt. Sarojini Vardappan in her
address emphasised the need to
provide skill development courses
so that women can start their own
cottage industries,

(Dr. (Mrs.) Rajkumari Chandra-
sekar, Head, Depa-rtment of
Adult Education of the University
stressed the need to give more
emphasis on women’s education
so that they become partners in
all-round development of the
country,

Cultural programmes were also
organised on the occasion. Prizes
were distributed to supervisors,
animators and children for their
good performance.

Smt. Saraswathi Srinivas, Co-
Chairman, Total Literacy, Women's
Indian Association, delivered the
valedictory address.

Tirupatj
The Department of Adult and

Continuing Education, S.V. Univer-
sity, Tirupati organised a sympo-
sium on Literacy and National
Integration on September 8.

Inaugurating it, Prof. P.N. Naidu,
Principal, S.V. University College
of Arts and Sciences said that
adult education was an instrument
for development. He said that
Government and NGOs should
participate with commitment to
eradicate illiteracy. He stressed the
need to strengthen the post literacy
campaigns.

In his key-note address, Dr. A.
Venkatrami, Professor of Educa-
tion said that environment play an
important role in national unity
and integrity. "'e said that teachers
have an important role in preach-
ing unity and communal harmony.

Dr. M. V. Sudhakar Reddy,
Director of Adult Education of the
university in his  presidential
address said that S. V. University
is associated in the implementa-
tion of TLC in Chitoor,
and Cuddaph.

Earlier, Mr. M.C. Reddappa
Reddy, Department of Adult Edu-
cation welcomed the participants.

Nellore

Among others, Prof. P.C. N.
Reddy, Linguistic Department, Dr.
D. Rama Krishnaiah, Education
Department, Dr. A. Ranga Reddy,
Economics Department, G. Guru-
murthy, Population Studies De-
partment, Dr. Y. S, Reddy, Hindi
Department and Dr. Syrinivasa
Rao, Centre for Human and Socjal
Development spoke on the theme
of the symposium.

-

International Special
Education Congress

An International Special Edu-
cation Congress will be held in
Brimingham (U.K.) on April 10-13,
1995. The theme is ‘Education

for All—Making it Happen.” The
sub-themes are :

* Defining Quality and Effec-
tiveness
* Promoting Development

* Preventing  under-achieve-

ment

* Improving teaching and
learning.

Further information: John

Visser, ISEC, Organiser, School of
Education, University of Birmin-
gham, Birmingham B15 2TT (UK).

New Publications of
IAEA

ABC OF NON-FORMAL
EDUCATION

K. S. Pillai
Rs. 40-00

DEVELOPMENT OF
HUMAN INTERESTS

Dharam Vir
Rs, 40-00

Available from
Indian Adult Education
Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002
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Still a dream

The professed principle of “edu-
cation for all by 2000 is un-
exceptionable. The National Liter-
acy Mission’s objective to make
make total literacy campaigns area
based, time bound and result
oriented is also well conceived.
And yet the two pronged strategy
to realise the goal through univer-
sal elementary education and uni-
versal literacy leaves enough room
for scepticism. Despite 46 years
of independence, the nation is
still lagging behind by 33 years
as far as the target of universal
primary education is concerned.
India has the dubious distinction
of having the largest number of
illiterates in the world. Although
enrolment at the primary school
stage has registered an impressive
growth from 19.2 million in 1950-
51 to 101.6 million in 1991-92,
the number of school dropouts is
equally on the higher side. Nearly
50 per cent of students enrolling
forClass | dropout before reaching
Class V. The dropout rates for girls
are higher with 49.69 per cent at
the primary and 58.31 per cent at
the upper primary level. This is
not to suggest that the country has
not made advances in the field of
education. Literacy rate has indeed
trebled and so has the number of
schools, But we are still far from
according high priority in our
planning process to programmes
like women’s education. Poor
availability of schools near the
habitations besides socio-econo-
mic factors accounts for the large
number of dropouts among girls.

The national commitment to
universal primary -education has
been found wanting at the higher
political levels. Pious platitudes
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are one thing and poltical will to
achieve the goal gquite another.
The governmental agencies have
often tended to see the success of
educational programmes in terms
of schools and literacy centres
opened and money spent on them.
Whatever - our political ‘leaders
and edut_:ational planners may
claim, our aim of achieving edu-
cation for all by the turn of the
century remains a pipedream. [t
is time to pondsr how and why
our modest objective of achieving
universalisation of primary educa-
tion has eluded us. The Kerala
experiment of mass campnigns has
exemplified a promising new
model. But the high degree of
motivation is missing in the
northern “belt where the largest
chunk of illiterates is concentrated.
Education is. a potent instrument
for social change and rapid de-
velopment. The nation cannot
afford to fail any longer in this
field. —Hindustan Times
Editorial

Journal of Research in
Educational Media

A new quarterly journal titled
“*journal of Research in Educa-
tional Media” has been started.
The Journal published by Indian
Council for Research in Education-
al Media (ICREM) will provide a
forum to plan and discuss the
effective application of media at
all levels of education and to
promote the development and
utilisation of media materials.

Further information can be had
from Dr. Purushothaman, Professor
and Head, Department of Educa-
tional Technelogy, Bharathidasan
University and President, ICREM.
Post Bag No. 1. Tirchirappalli-
620023 (TN)

Nita Barrow Award

The International Council for
Adult Education has invited Nomi-
nation for “Nita Barrow Award.”

The aim of the award is to
recognize and support regional or
national adult education organiza-
tions who have made a significant
contribution towards the empower-
ment of women in the adult
education movement.

The organisations which have
promoted active participation of
women in leadership and decision-
making roles, planning and policy
advisory pcsitions are eligible to
apply.

The last date for nomination(s)
is June 30, 1994.

Further information and appli-
cation form can be had from
Secretary-General, ICAE Secre-
tariat, 720 Bathurst Street, Suite
500, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M5S 2R4.

Bound Volumes of

INDIAN JOURNAL OF
ADULT EDUCATION

from 1983 onwards are available

Price Rs. 100-00

per bound volume

Write to :
Indian Adult Education
Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002




Literacy campaign

ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS

The success of the ‘Total Liter-
acy Campaign’ (TLC) in Ernakulam
district in Kerala has opened a new
era in voluntaryism in India. The
incredible 'success stories that
followed of similar efforts through-
out Kerala, Pondicherry and lately
in the Burdwan district of West
Bengal has proved that a pro-
gramme built on mass awareness,
coupled with the involvement of
people without any monetary con-
sideration, can usher in a social
revolution hitherto  considered
impossible.

Some of the major features of
TLC are : proper emphasis is given
on awareness-building which aims
at motivating the illiterates to learn
and the literates to teach,
time-bound, its target group is
well-defined (15-35 years age
group) and it has an achievable
and easily measurable goal. Teach-
ing materials and techniques are
rather revolutionary in concept
and truly scientific and simple.

it is

A radical deviation from the
earlier adult literacy prgramme is
that TLC is truly voluntary and no
one will be paid any honorarium or
monetary reward. Also, a concerted
effort is being made to have a
smooth woking relationship be-
tween the voluntary sector and the
government machinsry to mobilise
every bit of resource that may be

a}failable in the community, espe-
cially manpower.

All this shows that the pro-

J. K. JOHN

gramme presupposes existence of
a certain level of voluntaryism
within the community. In fact, the
success of the programme will
largely depend on the voluntaryism
inherent or generated within the
community. This is why informed
leaders of the programme insist
on as much involvement of NGOs
and individual volunteers as is
possible.

The slow pace or near failure of
the programme that started last
year in six districts of UP is making
many wonder at the wisdom of
having adopted a programme from
a setting that is different in many
ways from that of these districts.
Most of those involved in the total
literacy campaign in UP do not
seem to be adequately aware that
voluntaryism for development is a
concept in a way, totally opposed
to all othar government-run deve-
opment programmes undertaken
since independence. These state-
sponsored programmes certainly
have had their positive impact but
the ‘subsidy culture’ inherent in
them has negated much of the
sense of collective responsibility
needed for real development.

Barring a few exceptions like
the ‘white revolution® in Gujarat,
governmental efforts seem to help
stunt, rather than enhance, volun-
tary efforts in development, Over
the years the poor are made to be-
lieve that it is the sole responsibi-
lity of the state to provige them
work, shelter, food, clothing and

security. Political leaders would
not risk their reputation as true
socialists by telling the truth that
no country can progress unless the
rich as well as the poor learn to
help not only themselves but also
others in need.

A poor man who refuses to
share his food with another hungry
man like himself will not do so
even if he becomes a millionaire
some day. But do our political
leadership and the officialdom
recognise this as a problem ? With
more and more welfare schemes
being announced with no corres-
ponding emphasis on responsibility
of the people, this does not seem
to be the case,

Our cultural tradition has many
strengths, but voluntaryism de-
finitely is not one among them—
at least this is the scene today.
For example, a m3jority of modern-
day housewives, even those in
responsible position in government
and industry, come home ftom
work and do all the household
chores while their overweight hus-
bands and sons while away their
time in front of the T.V. The trage-
dy is that these very housewives
refuse help if offered not realising
the damage it does in reaffirming
the dependency culture in the
minds of the younger generation.

It is not a coincidence that
wherever the programme succeed-
ed there existed a long history of
voluntaryism. In Kerala, for ex-
ample, there has been a slow
process over the centuries which
helped evolve a culture of thinking
and working together for the
common good. This was kindled
and nurtured by voluntary agencies.
Almost all village roads were built
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by the villagers themselves.
Schools, colleges, orphanages and
other social service institutions
came up through the collective
action either directly of through
philanthropic agencies.

The Total Literacy Campaign
succeeded in the southern states
not just because of the strength in
planning and execution of the
programme but primarily because
there were thousands and thou-
sands of people willing and ready
to be involved in doing something
good for others in need. What was
needed was creation of an oppor-
tunity and the right environment
which TLC amply provided.

In UP, on the contrary, TLC
will have to first overcome the
‘subsidy culture’ and generate a
mass awakening in voluntaryism.
Unfortunately for TLC, the time
could not have been more in-
appropriate with the ongoing
polarisation on caste and religious
lines. Then was it a wrong idea to
have launched this programme ?
Not at all. In fact, this programe
forcefully brings into focus the
issue of people’s participation in
development rather than in des-
tructive activities. TLC provides the
ideal opportunities to channelise
the colossal energy that is being
wasted on destructive fanaticism
and obscurantism to the most
effective activity in nation-building.
It is amazing how even the edu-
cated class in this counfry can be
sidetracked into non-issues while
the real national shame is left
unattended for 46 years !

How many of our high school
students know that we have more
illiterates than any other country in
the world, more illiterates now
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than at the time of independence,
and that about half the illiterate
women in the whole world are in
India 2 It is an accepted fact now
that literacy holds the key to free-
dom from the vicious circle of
poverty, population explosion and
illiteracy for any community. Total
literacy is not an option but a
matter of survival for our nation-
hood, for here lies the answer to
the problems of communalism,
population explosion and poverty.

To make total literacy a reality
in the Hindi belt, TLC has to be
suitably amended. This is necessary
as the programme has not pro-
gressed as per schedule in these
places. The time-limit will have to
be extended in most places and
the programme has to be in a
phased manner so as to cover
selected geographical areas. For,
it has been found that there are
no suitable volunteers for miles
on end where the need is most
acute, As for leadership, there is
a famine of commitied leaders
from both government and volun-
tary sector at all levels ; but more
so at the block and village level.

In the final analysis, a con-
certed effort to create mass aware-
ness in voluntaryism alone will
have the dessired effect. This
awareness has to take root in the
government machinery and then
down to the man in the street.
The process has begun, thanks to
TLC, albeit on a slow pace. The
goal of total literacy is difficult to
achieve, ves but not impossible
either, No governmental effort
can ever hope to achieve total
success in such atask by itself.
The only way to total literacy is
the arduous way of voluntaryism.

1

Orissa plan to control
boom in population

Orissa has proposed to with-
draw several financial and other
benefits from those in Government
service and outside. having more
than two children, from a prospec-
tive date to control the population
boom.

The two-child norm would be
made applicable for recruitment
to various services and posts in
the Government, public sector and
other undertakings Employees
with more than two children would
not get promotions, increments,

maternity leave house building
advance, car loan etc., as it would
form part of the recruitment rules
and service conditions.

The State Planning Board, fully
endorsed the report of a Ministerial
sub- committee including these
recommendations to reduce the
State's population growth rate of
1.95 per cent to 1.2 per cent,
according to State's Finance
Minister Bed Prakash Agrawal.

Central Zone Conference...

(Contd. from page 2)

should have a frssh look at
the functioning of the JSN
and the scheme should be
continued with a revised
budget. The establishment of
active JSNs, the conference
feels could be a powerful
step in meeting the goals
of a learning socielty which
is the ultimate goal of
National Literacy Mission.

9. The conference recommends
that literacy work done by
teachers should be taken
into cansideration while
selecting teachers for the
State and National Awards
or separate literacy awards
to grass-root level worke:'s
should be given.

The conference recommends
that the Indian Adult Edu-
cation Association should
prepare a national literacy
song in consultation with
National Literacy Mission.

10.



LINKING POPULATION EDUCATION IN
TOTAL LITERACY PROGRAMME

The Bombay Council of Adult
Education and Social Develop-
ment (BCAESD) organised a
seminar on Linking Population
Education in Total Literacy Pro-
gramme in Bombay on August 30,
1993.

Inaugurating. it, Shri D. B.
Karnik, = Ex-Editor, Maharashtra
Times said that the overall aim of
adult education should be the
improvement of the quality of life
and this could be achieved if
alongwith literacy education, the
population growth is checked. He
said that special efforts should be
made to impart literacy and popu-
lation education in rural areas
which have been neglected so far.

Shri R. S. Mathur, Additional
Dire~tor, Directorate of Adult
Education, New Delhi in his key
note address said that population
growth must be planned and
directed. He stressed the need to
create awareness about population
growth among the down trodden.
He mentioned about the attempts
made so far in linking population
with literacy campaigns.

Shri Suresh Prabhu, Chairman,
Saraswat Cooperative Bank and
President, BCAESD in his presi-
dential address said non-govern-
mental organisations are best
- suited for linking population edu-
cation in literacy programmes.

Earlier, Dr. JM Gadekar, Hony.
General Secretary and Director
BCASED welcomed the Chief
Guest and the participants.

Among others, who spoke on the
occasion were Dr. Ranjana Parikh,
Ms S.C. Jansi, SNDT Women's
University, Sarvshri J.S. Apte and
K'S. Anantha Subba Rao, FPAI,
Dr. B. Vibhute, Shivaji University,
and Dr. (Ms) Narang, University of
Baombay.

The delegates were divided into
three groups to discuss the
theme of the Seminar. It re-
commended that effective training
of volunteers in population edu-
cation was essential to link it with
literacy programme. The environ-
ment building should be for
literacy and population education.
About 70 delegates, representing,

Documents

Banerjee, N. P. Strategies of
Educational Research, Ambala

chapters,

Universities, Colleges, VAs etc.
from Maharashtra attended.
Mahila Samakhya
A Dutch-assisted  project,

Mahila Samakhya (Women Collec-
tives)  which literally means
women'’s equality through educa-
tion, is a women’s empowerment
project which does not aim at
service delivery but seeks to bring
about a change in women's per-
ception about themselves and that
of society in regard to women’s
traditional roles. It endeavours to
create an environment for women
to seek knowledge and information
in order to make informed choices
and create circumstances in which
women can learn at thej own
‘pace and rhythm. The centrality of
education in the struggle to
achieve equality is ap important
focus of Mabhila Samakhya,

g

Cantt, the Associate Publishers,
1993. 289 p, Rs. 330/-

The- document contains seven
Chapter 1 discusses
nature, needs and levels of edu-
cational research, the nature of
enquiry such as the Indian Way,
the Western Way and the Modern/
Scientific Way. Micro and Maero
level Research in Education is
discussed in Chapter 2 Chapter
3 presents Research Blue-Print:
Introduction, Execution and Re-
porting. Sample and sampling
techniques are given in Chapter 4,
Some important strategies of Edu-
cational Research and strategies
used in Descriptive Research are
discussed in Chapter 5. Chapter 6
and 7 discuss Instructional Resear-
ch, alternate design and Writing
of iesearch report.

Agarwal, Nandita. Women

Education and Population Educa-

tion in India. Allahabad, Chugh

Publications, 1993. 264p

The document has nine
chapters. Chapter | presents popu-
lation dynamics and describes
about the status of wemen and its
impact on demography. Chapter 2
deals with methodology of the
study. Theoretical appraisal of
demographic process and its deter-
minants have been presented in
Chapter 3. Chapter 4 presents
some Iimportant demographic
characteristics of India. Biological
components of demographic pro-
cess: Fertility and Mortality are
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analysed in Chapter 5 and 6 res-
pectively. Chapter 7 shows the
analysis of cultural components of
demographic - process : Migration.
Chapter 8 presents the population
change of India and tries to project
future growth of population. Eva-
luation of demographic policy of
India and future implications of
demographic situation of India and
the State of Uttar Pradesh are
presented in Chapter 9. In also
gives recommendations for future

policy.

Thakur, Devendra. Adult Edu-

cation and Mass Literacy- New
Delhi, Deep and Deep, 1993.
p. 284. Rs. 176.

It has been divided .into four
parts of which the first one pro-
vides some background materials
such as History of Education in
india, Education in the Third world,
Education and Environment, Edu-
cational Programme and Planning.

part 1l of the document
describes education of tribals_in
India. In this. part, some of the
significant problems of tribal
literacy have been dealt with, such
as education and tribal world,
nature and contents of tribal edu-

cation with reference to Santhals.

adult
literacy

analyses
mass

The part [l
education  and
programmes in India

The part IV is a case study
which evaluates the performance
of Tamar Blogk of Ranchi District
of South Bihar. This study is based

on sample data, the objective of
which is to study formal literacy,
functionality and awareness of the
area. The study also measures
the impact of adult education
programme in the area.

Pareek, Vijay Kumar. Adult Edu-
cation (Tribal Development, Mig-

ration and _ Inequality.) Delhi,

Himanshu Publications, (4399/4
Ansari Road) 1992 182 p.
Rs. 225.

It finds out the gaps which
exist in the theory of adult edu-
cation and its practice. Secondly
it analyses the economic and
migration consequences among
tribal population of Rajasthan on
account of the practice and the
programmes. It categorically an-
alyses the question—who goes to
adult education classes.

The findings of the study show
that on the empirical plane it is
found that those who attend the
adult education classes are those
who have relatively large portions
of land and who earn a part of
income through government
service besides agriculture. These
families have realised that the
attainment of education in the long
run vields income to the family.
The economic uses of education
are realised by the such families.
Second the wage earning families
have hardly any opportunities to
send their adults to classes. Being
engaged all through the day in
manual labour and bearing the
brunt of lebour of going and re-

Postal Regd. DL—11399/93 Je
L

turning to the site of construction,
hardly enthuse them to go to adult
education classes at late evening
hours.

The adults going to the classes
therefore, are among well-off and
the rich of the tribals. The share
of the worse-off among the tribals
in the benefits of adult classes, is
meagre. Then the content of
courses of the adult education
classes cater to the need of non-
officials such as panchayat raj
leaders and cooperative workers.
For them it is obligatory to attain
some level of literacy for con-
testing elections. Such an obliga-
tion to attain some level of literacy
for conntesting elections pulls
them to the adult classes.

Yet another section of the
students of adult classes is of the
unemployed tribal youths who are
a burden on land and are in search
of new jobs in local markets. They
are the prospective migrants. They
argue that by attending these
classes if they can attain some
level fof functional literacy for
working as  mason, carpenter,
binder etc. it would help them to
find some job outside the local
matket in the neighbouring state.
Females hardly have any such
specific needs. Their attendance in
adult classes is random and
specific only on the broader plane.
It could be said that these who
come to the adult classes of the
age group 15-35 are not the wage
earners. agricultural labourers, but
the well-off people.
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UNESCO INTERNATIONAL LITERACY B A B o
PRIZES centred literacy education acti-

vities on raising awareness

Sebenta National Institute of
Swaziland, Indian National Federa-
tion of Unesco Clubs and Asso-
ciations (INFUCA) and the Illiter-
acy Eradication and Adult Educa-
tion Project, Ministry of Education,
Jordon are the receipients of
UNESCO International Literacy
Prizes for the year 1993. Three
prizes i.e. International Reading
Association Literacy Award, the
Noma Prize and the King Sejong
Literacy Prizes are awarded by
Unesco in recognition of the
services of institutions, organisa-
tions or individuals having, dis-
tinguished themselves by making
a particularly meritorious and
effective  contribution to  the
struggle against illiteracy.

The International Reading
Association Literacy Award
to the Sebenta National Institute
of Swaziland a non-governmental
organization for (1) a having
served as the Swaziland Govern-
ment's vehicle to implement its
Campaign to eradicate illiteracy
and promote community develop-
Ment by establishing procedures

for learner and teacher recruitment,
teacher-training and supervision,
collaborating closely with other
ministries and non-governmental
organizations and integrating liter-
acy education into community
development projects, providing
functional literacy training in
siSwati and English as the second
language resulting in the institution
and implementation of inccme
generating "activities and commu-
nity projects ; (2) having est¢b-
lished many of its adult literccy
classes in the rural areas where
most of the Swazi population lives,
overcoming many difficult problems
such as the provision of transport
to make access to literacy classes
easier and producing a wide range
of functional literacy materials
in both siSwati and English; (3)
having made post literacy material
available to learners and new
literates by arranging for clinics,
health centres and primary schools

to act as lending libraries jn rural
areas,

THE NOMA PRizE to the

Indian  National  Federation of

among under-privileged groups, in
particular the Koragas, one of the
poorest groups living in remote
areas in southern India, conducting
classes at six learning centres and
providing lessons to Koraga
women in their homes ; (2) having
expanded activities from one to
more than twenty villages involv-
ing regular contacts with villagers
to raise awareness of the need for
education and school attendance,
encouraging adults to attend
literacy classes and send their

children to school, (3) having
emphasized the preservation
of the Koraga culture and

customs, publishing and distribut-
ing to every Koraga coclony a
monthly newspaper in the in-
digenous language, establishing
a Koraga museum, organizing
folklore events for non-formal
education  purposes, including
values of human dignity and equa-
lity and helping the Koragas to
become more aware of their rights,
improving their living conditions,
assisting them to register for emp-
loyment and undertake income-
generating activities.



The King Sejong Literacy
Prize to the llliteracy Eradication
and Adult Education Project,
Ministry of Education, Jordan for
(1) having worked consistently
and continuously for many years
in the implementation of program-
mes to prevent and to eradicate
illiteracy in order to foster indivi-
dual, community and national de-
velopment, gradually extending
free compulsory education to
children aged 6-16 thus bringing
primary school enrolment up to
97% by 1992, enacting legis-
lation to provide literacy and
adult education centres in addition
to the use of school premises ;
(2) having brought the illiteracy
rate down from approximately 687,
to 16% through non-formal adult
literacy clasess ; (3) having syste-
matically broadened the scope of
its activities to include a number
of special comprehensive literacy
projects aimed at teaching not
only basic literacy and numeracy
but also vocational and functional
skills to raise the cultural,
social and economic status of
the population evolving and im-
plementing projects aimed at
selected target populations with
special needs.

The following honourable
mention Awards were also
given :

International Reading Associa-
tion Literacy Awerd

i) National Literacy Committee
(Conalfa), Guatemala

ii) Operation Brotherhood
(0.B.) Montessori Twin Progra-
mmes: Pagsasrili Pre-Schools and
Mothercraft and Literacy Training,
Philippines.
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Noma Prize

i) Kenya Adult Learners Asso-
ciation (Kala)

ii) Bhavnagar Zila Saksharta
Samiti, India for (1) having
planned, monitored and executed
the Total Literacy Campaign in
Bhavnagar District, mobilized
spiritual organizations and volun-
tary agencies, provided volun-
teer instructors, carried out door-
to-door surveys to identify both
male and female illiterates ; (2)
having increased the enrolment of
children in the formal system
through women’s literacy, initiated
a vocational training programme,
published and distributed to lib-
raries reading material for new
literates on population education,
health, women’s legal rights and
environmental issues, established
more than one thousand mini-libra-
ries and information centres for
new literates.

King Sejong Literacy Prize
i) Ms Lalla Ben Barka, Mali

ii) National Literacy Institute
(INA) Burkina Faso O

Jeevan Rekha Parishad

A voluntary  organisation,
‘Jeevan Rekha Parishad’ (Life-line
Council) Hathras (UP) has brought
out a directory which contains add-
resses of over 500 periodicals on
population education, environment
and adult education which are ava-
ilable free of cost. It has also pub-
lished a book on ‘Project Proposal
Writing and Financial Assistance.’

Further information can be had
from Smt. Madhusmita Mishra,
Secretary, Jeevan Rekha Parishad,
Gulab Bagh, Mathura Road,
Hathras (UP)

Workers & Learning
Technologies

An International Seminar on
‘Workers and Learning Techno-
logies” was organised by Inter-
national Federation of Workers
Educational Associations in Port
Elgin, Ontario (Canada) recently.

Some findings of the seminar
were :

Although workers education,
adult education and trade union
education all point toward the
same goals, worker’s education is
committed to developing the critical
attitude of _workers and their
democratic control of educatlon.

Trade union education is rooted
in the shared experience of
workers.

It was dangerous to depend on
state support for training and that
workers have the consumer power
to persuade producers to meet
their needs.

Trade union movement needs
to find allies to work with adult
educators. It was also suggested
that unions should share their
facilities with the public.

It was concluded that although
there were difference in workers
education around the world, global
trends could be seen working
themselves out in local unions.
These trends include not only the
effect of technological change in
the work place but the effects of
learning technologies in workers
education. As we move 10 create
lifelong learning structures workers
must now negotiate educational
contracts with their employers,



POST-LITERACY AND CONTINUING
EDUCATION

The strategy of post-literacy
and continuing education in this
scenario is two-fold. On the c_me
hand, people’s centres of learning
(Jana Shikshan Nilayams) have
been opened in several TLC
districts and are fully operational.
One such centre caters to five
villages with a population of about
5,000 and provides for a library, a
reading room, a forum for discus-
sion, evening classes for upgrada-
tion of skills, simple and sho.rt
duration training programmes in
agriculture, animal husbandry and
veterinary, soil management, seri-
culture, fisheries and other self-
employment programmes, cultural
and recreational activities, a single
window for information and
communication, etc.

With shift in the strategy for
imparting literacy from traditional
centre-based approach to the mass
approach, other modalities are
coming to the fore. The most
acceptable model which has been
accepted by the TLC districts en-
visaged implementation of the
programme with the help of a
three legged administrative struc-
ture consisting of the people’s

participatory committees,  the
district administration, and the
full-time functionaries. Learning

centres consisting of 30-40 neo-
literates are formed under the
supervision of 3-5 volunteers.
These centres are serviced by rural
libraries which will also actas a
resource and training support
centres. Unlike JSNs these centres
are purely volunteer-based. The

value of these centres would be-
come increasingly evident to not
only the identified neo-literates
but also to the community at large.
It is for this reason that it is en-
visaged, and hoped, that these
centres would continue and even-
tually become community-owned.

The post-literacy campaigns
will aim at taking the neo-literates
from dependent to self-guided
learning stage and promote de-
velopment of skills among the
neoliterates. The] centres will
provide a nodal point for conver-
gence of messages and services
for all development, health and
social welfare departments and
schemes. The centres will thus
act as an ‘information window' to
create  awareness about the
schemes for economic development,
environment conservation, social
empowerment, health, small-family
norm, child care, nutrition and
hygiene and legal entitlements.
To the extent feasible, it will
attempt through convergence of
various development schemes like
TRYSEM, etc., to provide training
for income generation skills.

With a view to securing a
transition for neo-lite.ates from
guided learning to self-learning
and stabilising their literacy levels,
a bridge primer (post-literacy I)
has been developed in different
regional languages. This would
require 30-40 hours of instructor-
dependent learning and further
lessons for self-learning. The
bridge primer would be suppje-

mented by further reading mater-
ials—graded books, periodicals,
newspapers, etc. suitable to the
learning needs and interests of
neo-literates. Adequate opportunity
would simultaneously be provided
for unstructured learning through
creation of a learning environment
comprising wall-writing, posters,
hoardings, etc. as also by opening
up avenues of distance learning
through open schools, radio/TV
programmes, etc.

Some of the districts like
Chittoor, Nellore, Burdwan and
Midnapore have opened post-
literacy (PL) centres and have
taken pains to provide specially
designed newspapers, supplement-
ary readers (graded materials
for neo-literates) and other reading
materials (periodicals, neo-literates’
newsletter, etc.) The content of
which is a mix of functionality,
awareness generation, recreation
through light fiction/humour, etc,
The process has just begun and
would require considerable rein-
forcement and strengthening

— from Education for All The Indian
Scene (Deptt, « © rfucoi
Governm 1o d )

Ph.D in Adult Fduc 't .

B. R. Jethithor, Assist.nl
Director, Department of Adult
Continuing Education and Exten
sion, University of Poona has been
awarded Ph.D Degree by the
University of Poona for his thesis
*A Study of the Present and Future
Development of University Exten-
sion Work Activities in Arts,
Science and Commerce Colieges
affiliated to the University of
Poona,



INDIA AND CHINA :

A TALE OF TWO

POPULATION GIANTS

Serious shortcomings in the
family planning efforts of China
and India represent major obstacles
to stabilizing population in the
world’s two most populous coun-
tries, according to recent reports
released by Population Action
International (formerly Population
Crisis Committee). The two coun-
tries with. @ combined population
of slightly more than two billion
people are key to the future size of
the world's population. The reports
—China’s Family Planning Program:
Challenging the Myths and India’s
Family Planning Challenge : From
Rhetoric to Action—are authored
by Shanti Conly and Sharon

Camp.

They say the pressure of popu=
lation in both countries makes the
task of overall development more
difficult, and has been a major
force in environmental degrada-

tion.

The authors note that family
planning efforts in the two coun-
tries share many of the ,same pro-
blems, Both countries focus on
programme targets, rather  than on
satisfied family planning users.
Neither programme offers, jn prac-
tice, the broad range of contra-
ceptive methods and counselling
necessary for men and women to
make informed reproductive

choices.

Significant differences between
the programmes explain China’s
greater success, says the repart.
Local Chinese authorities have
greater responsibility for both the
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direction and funding of family
planning activities; in India, a
stiffling central bureacracy has
directed the programme according
to a set pattern, without regard to
the country’s great geographic and
cultural diversity. China has used
mass media for public education
more effectively than India, and
political support and funding for
family planning have consistently
been higher in China than in
India.

The reports recognize that the
low status of women in both
countries is an impediment to
family planning success, despite
efforts by the Chinese government
to reduce discrimination against
women. In both China and India
there is still a significant gender
gap in literacy and educational
attainment, and son preference is a
powerful force.

W

S. C. Dutta Memorial
Foundation

Dr. S. C. Dutta Memorial Foun-
dation organised an awareness
programme on family welfare in
New Delhi on September 16-17,

1993.

The advantages and disadvan-
tages of nuclear and joint family
system, population growth, nutri-
tion, mother & child care and
immunization were discussed in the
two day meet.

About 30 women attended.

Symposium

Open Learning Society
through Community
Education

The Adult, Continuing Educa-
tion and Extension Department of
Bhavnagar University = (Gujarat)
organised a symposium on Open
Learning Society through Commu-
nity Education. The objectives of
the Symposium were to spread the
core, meaning - and concept of
Open Learning among the educa-
tional institutions of Bhavnagar
and discuss the stategies and pro-
grammes of open learning.

The Viee-Chancellor
University  Prof. G. H.
inaugurated the symposium.

of the
Bhatt

Noted educatiorist, Prof. Mznu-
bhai Pancholi ““Darshak”, Member
of National Educational Advisory
Committee presided. He emphas-
sed the growing need of know-
ledge and information that are
useful in day to day life. He said
that if open learning society is
created, the caste and class system
would get abolished. Open learning
programmes must be evolved in
such a way that a learner may
avail what he needs.

Dr. J. P. Maiyani, Head,
Adult, Continuing Education and
Extension Department provided
information on open learning.

About 150 participants includ-

ing principals, teachers, heads and
others participated.
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Winners of 1993
Population Award

Dr. Fred T. Sai of Ghana and
Mainichi Shimbun  Population
Problems Research Council of
Japan will share the 1993 United
Nations Population Award.

The award is presented annu-
ally by the Committee of the
United Nations Population Award
to individuals and institutions that
have made outstanding contribu-
tions to increasing the awareness
of population problems and to their
solutions. Each  winner  will
receive a diploma, a gold medal
and a monetary prize.

Dr. Sai was chosen by the
Committee for his leadership in
the field of family planning. He is
noted for his contributions to
research on nutrition, community
welfare and family planning, and
for his direct involvement in both
national and international pro-
grammes that address the prob-
lems of high fertility throughout
Africa and the developing world.

He is the President of the
International Planned Parenthood
Federation.

Mainichi Shimbun Population
Problems Research Council was
chosen for its achievements in
creating awareness of population
issues through Mainichi Shimbun,
the newspaper that created the
Council in 1949, and by conftinu-
ally publishing studies, books and
articles on population. Its National
Opinion Survey of Family Planning,
first issued in 1950 and every
two years since, is the longest run-
ning, and largest (in sample size)
Survey of its type in the world. [t

has also created strong support in

dpan for international population
Programmes and has contributed
to the global dissemination of
information op, population.

Secret of Longevity

What's the secret of long life ?
The Japanese Government asked
the experts—its oldest citizen.

And the answer was, basicaliy:
Chill out. You'll live longer.

The survey, commissioned by
the Ministry of Health and Wel-
fare, asked 2,851 peopie aged 100
years or older for their No. 1 secret
of longevity.

The largest portion, 15 per-
cent, cited taking life as it comes
as the most important factor.

Other advice: Eat and drink in
moderation, early to bed and
early to rise, have religious faith,
work hard.

Being a farmer is also appa-
rently conducive to long life. The
largest portion of centenarians—
42 percent had engaged in agri-
culture or forestry as their primary
job.

The survey, conducted from
March to May of this year, was
based on face-to-face interviews,
with the centenarians or members
of;;their families.

There are 4,082 people at least
100 years old in Japan, according
to the latest Government figures.
Japanese have the world's longest
life expectancy.

UNESCO award to
Chitra Naik

Planning Commission member,
Dr. Chitra Naik, has been awarded
the 1993 Jan Amos Comenius
Medal for the promotion of edu-
cational research and innovation

Recipient of the Padma Shri
award in 1986, Dr. Naik is
currently the vice-chairman of the
Indian Institute of Education in
Pune. Ph.D. in Education she also
received the national fellowship of
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT)
in 1987.

The award, which was annou-
dced by the UNESCO's director-
general in Paris, would be pre-
sented to Dr. Naik at a special
ceremony in_Delhi. The Jan Amos
Comenius Medal is given to ten
laureates every two years.

Named after Jan Amos Come-
nius, the 16th century educational
reformer, religious leader and
author of 200 books, the award
does not involve any financial re-
muneration.

Dr. Naik is also the recipient
of Tagore Literacy Award of 1992,

Recent Books for Neo- Literates

Available from

1. KISI SE NA KAHENA
Meenakshi Swami

Rs. 8.00
2. SUHANI SEEKH

Ramdas Shastri
Rs. 6.00
3. JEENE KI CHAH

Mridula Seth
Rs. 10.00

Indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002




‘Education for All’
Meet in Delhi

15 top leaders of nine high
population countries will attend the
two-day meet on ‘Education for
All’ in New Delhi on December
15-16, 1993.

The Heads of the States of
the Government of China, Pakistan,
Egypt, Indonesia, Nigeria, Brazil,
Mexico, Bangladesh and [ndia will
share their experiences and re-
affirm their commitment to the
goal of Education for All (EFA).

The meet sponsored by
UNICEF, UNFPA and UNESCO
would be a follow up of the 1990
world conference on education
for all held at Jomtien, Thailand. It
would be preceded by a confer-
ence of education ministers on
Dec. 13, 1993.

The pre-summit conference will
be followed by participation of
educationists and political leaders
in four panel discussions. They
will deal issues like girls and
women's education, external and
internal financial resources for EFA,
education and society and people’s
participation.

New Publications of

IAEA
ABC OF NON-FORMAL
EDUCATION
K. S. Pillai
Rs. 40-00
DEVELOPMENT OF
HUMAN INTERESTS

Dharam Vir
Rs. 40-00

Available from
Indian Adult Education

Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002

Labour Studies Diploma
Course at Ruskin College,
Oxford

The Ruskin College, Oxford
(England) has invited applications
from trade unions and other adult
students for a diploma course in
Labour Studies to start in October
1994,

The two year diploma progra-
mme include options in Sociology,
Economics, Politics and History
together with industrial relations
and elements of Statistics.

Essays set include the follow-
ing subjects :

“An underdeveloped country
must choose either democracy or
development: it cannot have both."
Does recent experience support

this view ?

In what ways have changes in

the last quarter of a century in
your country affected your life and

those of your generation ?

How far should trade unions
in third world countries be in-
volved in their government's
attempts to improve the rate of
economic development ?

How, if at all, does the emer-
gence of a one-party system of

Government make the expression
of ‘alternative’ political views more

difficult ?

Further information can be had

from Admission Tutor, Ruskin
College, Walton Street’ Oxford
0X12HE, England.

0]

Awareness Seminar on
Aids Education to Youths

The Department of Adult and
Continuing Education, Population
Education Resource Centre, Uni-
versity of Madras and State AIDS
Cell, jointly conducted a Seiminar
on “Awareness on AIDS Education
to College Students’ at the State
AIDS Cell premises, Egmore on
November 3, 1993.

Mrs. Janne Grady Huskay,
International Consultant on Edu-
cation and Women's issues inaugu-
rated the Siminar. She said upto
10 million people would die in the
next 10 years due to AIDS in the
world.

Dr. Rajkumari Chandrasekharan,
Professor and Head, Department
of Adult and Continuing Education,
University of Madras outlined the
objectives of the Seminar. She
said that youth were among those
most susceptible to the infection
and hence messages on AIDS
should reach them.

Mrs. Dr. Rajani R. Shirur, Pro-
fessor of the Department welcomed
the participants. Dr. N.V.R.
Kapali. Asstt. Director, Population
Education Resource Centre (PERC)
proposed a vote of thanks.

Bound Volumes of

INDIAN JOURNAL OF
ADULT EDUCATION

from 1983 onwards are available

Price Rs. 100
per bound volume
Wirite to:
Indian Adult Education
Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002




Documents

India, Ministry of Human Re-
source Development, Department
of Education, Total Literacy Camp-
aigns—Review Reports, Vol. Il
New Delhi, Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Dept.
of Education, Govt. of India, 1993.
259 p.

In this volume, reports in res-
pect of 30 districts have been
compiled These reports are either
in the form of pre-appraisal reports
or status reports on how the pro-
ject is progressing or reports on
revival / restoration of campaign
which due to imponderables bey-
ond their control slumped back and
had to be put back on rails. These
reports provide an insight into the
deversities of problems encoun-
tered in different districts and the
sirategy that needs to be evolved
in tackling those problems peculiar
to the district.

Geneva, International Labour
Office. International Labour Stan-
dards A V\};rkors' Education
Manual. Geneva, [.LO., 1990.
139 p.

This is one in a series of ILO
workers’ education manuals dealing
with matters of concern to or for-
ming part of the functions of the
International Labour Organisation.
It is concerned with the standard-
setting work of the ILO. It traces
the origins and the development
of this action up to the present
day; describes the procedures for
the adoptation of International
Labour standards in the form of
conventions and recommendations;
provides a bird's-eye view of the

vast body of International Labour
Standards so far adopted; analyses
the procedures - supervisory or
promotional - developed over the
years to ensure effective and
widespread applications of those
standards; outlines the special
complaints procedures that exist
to deal with alleged violations of
ILO conventions; and reviews the
special procedures that exist as
regards freedom or associations
and trade union rights. The final
chapter is devoted to the practical
effect that Conventions and Reco-
mmendations have had over the
years among the many members
states of the ILO.

Kulkarni, P. M. and Krishna-
moorthy, S. Gender Inequality in
Literacy Measurement  and

Geneva. International Labour
Office. Workers” Education in
Action, A workers’ education :

Pattern, in Social Change : Issues
and Perspectives. Journal of the
Council for Social Development
Vol. 22, No. 4, Dec. 1992.

Gender disparity in literacy is
often measured either as the gap
between or the ratio of female and
male literacy levels. But both these
indices appear to be heavily influ-
enced by the overall level of
literacy. Therefore, an alternative
measure, given by the logarithmic
ratio of the female and male
literacy levels, has been proposed.
Computation of this index for a
large number of developing
countries reveals a distinct regional
pattern. The Latin American region
shows a relatively low level of
gender disparity, most of the
African countries have moderate
disparity, and almost the Asian
and North African countries have
high disparity. Some plausible
explanations for this region gender
literacy disparity association have
been mentioned,

manual. Geneva, |ILO, 1991 250 p.

The 30 articles in this volume
cover a wide range of teaching and
learning methods and materials,
which are considered to be espe-
cially suited to workers® education
or of interest to workers educators.
They discuss, among other things.
workers’ education for women and
rural workers, the use of photo-
graphs, video, roller boards,
teaching kits and handouts, and
programmes on health and safety,
financial managements, develop-
ment so on.

Sivaswamy G. Kamarajar Dist-
rict Arivoli lyakkam in Tamil Nadu.

(A people’s movement for literacy)
New Delhi, Directorate of Adult
Education, 1993. 48 p.

The Kamarajar District in Tamil
Nadu was declared as fully literate
on Oct. 9, 1992. This volume pre-
sents an extensive documentation
of the entire process of literacy
campaign in the District in a chro-
nological order. In age group 15-
35 about 1.75 lakhs persons were
made literate in period of one year,
out of those 0.61 lakh were males
and 1.14 lakh were females.

Directorate of Adult Education,
Handbook for Developing IPCL

Material. New Delhi, Directorate
of Adult Education, Ministry of
Human Resource Development,
1993. 109 p.

The document discusses various
aspects of Improved Pace and
Content of Learning (IPCL). It has
been divided into seven chapters.
In Chapter 1 the concept, its
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approach and its implications for
development of basic literacy
material have been discussed. The
curriculum content of IPCL Mate-
rial and the way it should be
presented is dealt in Chapter 2.
Chapter 3 discusses the design of
an IPCL lesson, the linguistic
methodology used for introducing
literacy components, how to select
a caption of a lesson and develop
reading texts. This part also dwells
briefly on the plan and shape of
pre-literacy material in a primer.
This part also looks at a few exam-
ples of planning the content for all
three parts of the IPCL primers.
Chapter 4 deals with the presen-
tation of prescribed minimum
numeracy norms. Chapter 5 dis-
cusses some drills and exercises
which could ensure tetention of
literacy and numeracy and also
could improve comprehension of
the textual content. Chapter 6
briefly considers the purpose, kind
and quantity of illustrations that
IPCL material should take note. of.
in the last chapter the purpose,
significance and number of tests
and evaluation, and the manner of
their integration in the primer are

discussed. Under annexures,
Letter Frequency Count Chart, Tool

for Analysis of Exercises and
Checklist for producing IPCL

Primer are also given.
Papola, T.S, and Rodgers,

Gerryy Eds. Labour Institutions

and Economic Development in

India, Geneva, Internatior_lal Insti-
tute for Labour Studies, 1992.
160p (Research Studies 97)

This volume explores the variety
of labour institutions in relation to
production and economic develop-
ment in India including formal and
informal, public and private, urban
and rural, protected and vulner-
able. How have they affected the
process of growth and the distri-
bution of the benefits of growth ?
Why have particular labour insti-
tutions developed ? What problems
for development are now posed by
the institutional patterns found in
Indian labour markets ? These are
some of the questions dealt in this

book.

Wali. M.M.K. Tribal People in
India, Geneva, International Labour
Office, 1993. 109p

This survey deals in particular
with the four states of Bihar,
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat all located in the central
tribal zone of the country. The
survey highlights the country’s all
over tribal scene, India’s policy
perspectives and the tribal welfare
and development programmes
which have been adopted for
implementation by all states. It also
presents a critical study of the
legislation available to protect

tribals, the salient features of tribal
development policy and adminis-
tration, the nature of financial
investments and administrative
efforts made for their development,
and the extent and quality of out-
side intervention by non-govern-
mental organizations. It also
examines the nature of economic
and social development of tribals,
problem of displacement, access
to employment opportunities, the
physical and institutional infras-
tructure available to them and the
level of tribal community partici-
pation in their own development.

Lockwood, D. Effective Voca-

tional Training Design, Ceneva,

International Labour Office, 1986.
123p.

This handbook sets out some
principles for designing vocational
training programmes that have
maximum impact. The emphasis
is on design methodologies aimed
at producing vocational training
schemes that are cost-effective
and relevant to the training and
employment needs of the economy
and of individuals. The use of
algorithms, modelling, critical
path analysis as well as computers
for designing veccational training
programmes are also included.
Some methods are suggested for
continuous monitoring of per-
formance, evaluation and follow-

up.

Edited, printed and published by J.L. Sachdeva, Director,
New Delhi-110002, Tele : 3721886 : 3310282: Printed at N.S. Printers;

Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate,
Paharganj, Delhi-110085,
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Report of a Seminar

LINKING POPULATION EDUCATION
WITH LITERACY CAMPAIGNS

The Department of Adult, Con-
tinuing Education and Extension,
University of Delhi and the Indian
Adult Education Association
(IAEA) jointly organised a Seminar
on “Linking Population Education
with Literacy Campaigns’ in Delhi
on November 18, 1993.

Inaugurating it, Prof. SK Pal
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Delhi University said that India has
made significant achievements in
education, economic and social
development but all have been
nullified because of the rapid
increase in population. He said
that effective measures are needed
to control the population growth
rate so as to give better opportu-
nities to the masses to improve
their quality of life. The formal
institutions, he said, have a signifi-
cant role in this regard and they
should actively associate them-
Selves with the programme.

In his key-note address, Shri
JL. Sachdeva, Director IAEA said
that the basic aim of population
€ducation programme is to orient

the thinking of the people in such
a way that small family norm
becomes a part of their way of life.
Under it, the rational' and responsi-
ble attitude has to be developed,
he said.

Shri Sachdeva emphasised that
in the environment building pro-

gramme, emphasis should be both
on literacy and population educa-
tion. He also stressed the need
to provide special training/orient-
ation on population education to
various levels of functionaries, He
said that there was an urgent need
to re-orient the writers of the
neo-literate material so that the
message of small family norm is
effectively conveyed.

Dr. PK Bhargava, Fellow,
National Institute of Adult Educa-
tion (NIAE) presentled a demo-
graphic scenario of 1991 census
and discussed the clirrent statys
of population programme in the
country and how it coluld be linked
with literacy campaignis,

Shri RS Mathur,

Ad_di tional

’ “'a.-%

No. 9
Director, Directorate of Adult
Education said that illiteracy,

poverty and population explosion
were three inseparable problems
and to achieve the results, all the
three have to be tackled simult-
aneously. He said that poverty
has to be reduced to improve the
quality of life which in turn would
lead to stabilisation of population.
He said that the concept control of
population is a negative one and
the new concept should be popula-
tion stabilisation.

Shri Mathur said that popu-
lation education among others
should include safe motherhood,
responsible parenthood and re-
ducing the span of fertility. Under
safe motherhood, pre-natal and
post-natal care should be provided.
The child survival rate has to be
increased and immunization pro-
gramme has to be taken on a wide
scale. On the responsible parent-
hood, the gender bias message has
to conveyed. To achieve stabili-
sation in population the need for
delaying marriages has to be
stressed.

He said right age of marriage,
spacing between children has to
be emphasised so as to achieve
the objective of healthy growth of
babies, Integration  between
literacy and population education



could be strengthened by raising
the level of awareness of the parti-
cipants, he added.

Earlier, Shri Rajesh, Project
Officer, Adult Education De-
partment of the University wel-
comed the Chief Guest and the
participants and outlined the acti-
vities of the Department in linking
population education with literacy
programme. He said that more
emphasis should be given on girls
and women education so as to
check the population growth rate.

Recommendations

1. The Seminar notes with satis-
faction that efforts are being made
to integrate population education
with literacy campaigns. But it
feels that still lot remains to be
done like providing special training/
orientation to population education
functionaries 'at all levels and
involving resource persons in the
programme so that imparting of
population education should not
remain merely with the volunteer
instructor.

2. The Seminar notes thatin
many TLC districts the third primer
is not completed which results into
partial coverage of the population
education messages, It therefore,
recommends that to ensure ade-
quate ocoverage of population
education ‘messages and attain-
ment of non-relapsable literacy,
the insistence ‘on coverge of third
primer should be made before
declaring a district literate.

3. It recommends that in post
literacy material special emphasis
should be given to the population
educalion.

4. The Seminar feels that the
message of small familly norm
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should be covered at the enviroment
building stage of the literacy
campaign.

5. To get better results, the
Seminar recommends that women
institutions both formal and non-
formal should be actively involved
in linking population education
with literacy programme.

6. It recommends that popu-
lation education scope should be
extended to include measures like
AIDS, drug addiction, alcholism
etc.

7. It recommends that special
incentives to college students are
needed to effectively involve them
in imparting literacy and popu-
lation education.

Nearly 30 participants from the
University, .Colleges, NGOs
attended.

|

Low Literacy Factor for
Poor Economic Growth

India’s failure to spfead primary
education and to raise literacy to
anywhere near the levels that
many other countries had managed
was also in a way responsible for
poor growth of the economy,
according to renowned India born
economist, Prof. Jagdish Bhag-
wati.

In a recently published mono-
graph “India in Transition’ Prof.
Bhagwati of Coelumbia University
(U.S.) said that primary education
was not compulsory in India
despite widespread belief to the
contrary.

India only has “enabling’
legislation which permits local
Governments to enforce primary
education and the legislation has
often not been used, he added,

|

Recent Books for Neo-Literates

1. KISI SE NA KAHENA
Meenakshi Swami

Rs. 8.00

2. SUHANI SEEKH
Ramdas Shastri

Rs. 6.00

3, JEENE KI CHAH
Mridula Seth

Available from

Rs. 10.00

Indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi=110002




HOW TO GET GIRLS TO SCHOOL
(AND KEEP THEM THERE)

Education for women helps
families escape the ‘“'poverty
equilibrium™ of low income, high
fertility, illness, and ignorance. In
any country, education raises male
or female productivity in the work-
place and at home. Educated men
and women earn more in self-
employment or the labor force and
have greater labor mobility.

Education for women — more
than education for men—also leads
to smalier, healthier, and often
better-educated families. As edu-
cation opens up new opportunities
that compete with childbearing,
women tend to opt to have fewer
children, showing the population
growth that undetlies the abund-
ance of labor. The potential for
greater productivity and economic
growth, as well as the social bene-
fits, justifies far greater investment
in female education than has been
provided in the past.

Although the total returns from
female education are high, many
societies invest less in educating
women than in educating men,
especially at the secondary [evel,
where both the private and social
returns to female education are
particularly high. This paradox
ought to be resolved.

The solution requires a deeper
understanding of how parents,
specially poor parents, view the
benefits and costs of educating
daughters. In most developing
countries, education is not com-
pulsery ; parents decide whether
to send children to school and for
how long. They weigh the net
advantages of keeping children

home against the net advantages
of sending them to schoc!. For
parents, though not for society,
sons’ education may be the better
investment.

A vicious cycle ensues: Women
earn less, so education flows
mainly to boys while girls stay
home to help the family meet
immediate survival needs, and the
girls cannot compete with boys or
earn much when they grow up.
Cultural traditions may develop
that reflect and reinforce economic
realities.

Remedies to promote girls’
schooling can be instituted through
education policies and through
other policies that increase
women's earning capability or save
their time.

As for education policy. the
experience of the past two decades

suggests promising approaches.
Because poor families believe that
they cannot afford the direct and
opportunity costs of educating
girls, it is vital to deal with those
costs as parents see them and to
reduce them. The more the family
depends on daughters for work at
home, the harder itis to increase
girls’ enrolment and keep girls in
school.

Progress can be achieved by
designing school systems and
curricula better-suited to families’
present economic circumstances
and culture and by improving the
quality of education so as to
satisfy whatever limited demand
may already exist. Then, as more

glrls start, or_stay in, school, social
attitudes may shift and tip more
decisions toward sending girls to
school. Policies must be tailored
to country circumstances, but the
following measures often deserve
consideration : “awareness cam-
paign' to encourage parents to
educate daughters, recruitment of
more female teachers, protection
of girls' privacy in coeducational
settings, more flexible school
schedules and hours so that girls
can combine schooling with
chores, and allowing girls who are
mothers or are pregnant to remain
in, or return to, school. Where the
enrollment of girls is very low,
scholarships or other incentives
may be important and economi-
cally justifiable on the grounds
that society would reap the broad
gains from female education. Often
a “package approach” addressing
several constraints to female
schooling is more efficient than
provision of one or two incentives.
—World BankAnnual Report 1991

Half of U.S. adults score
low in literacy survey

Some 47 per cent of America’s
191 million adults have reading,
writing and math skills so limited
that they cannot function effec-
tively in the workplace, according
to a new report released by the
U.S. Department of Education.

Typically, these adults cannot
do such simple tasks as fill out a
bank deposit slip, translate infor-
mation from a table to a graph,
or find a saturday departure on a
bus schedule.

The study—the most compre-
hensive study of literacy ever
done in the USA—showed that
those functioning at the higher
literacy skills levels were more
likely to be employed, work more
weeks in a year and earn higher
wages than those with lower level
skills, —EFA 2000, No 13.




FEMALE EDUCATION MISSION

The need for a special thrust
for female education—perhaps of
the kind that the ‘mission’
approach imparts to government
programmes — has never been
greater. Statistics released by the
Ministry of Human Resource Deve-
lopment show that low enrolment
and high dropout rates continue
to be the major malaise in the area
of female education. What is
particularly disturbing about the
latest figures is that despite some
special efforts to encourage female
education, little impact has been

felt in the four Hindi-speaking
States. Improvement where it is
visible has taken place in the

southern States. What this suggests
is that the appallingly low female
literacy levels in Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Raj-
asthan are self-perpetuating and
and run in tandem with the general
economic and social backwardness
of the northern region. Compared
to the national average of over 80
per cent, the gross enroiment ratio
for girls in UP is a dismal 66.8 per
cent. Taken with the average drop-
out rate of 50 per cent this would
mean, four decades after the
national commitment to universal
education, that only one in three
girls in the country’s most popu-
lous State is getting some educa-
fion, It would not be pushing
pessimissism too far to conclude
that at this rate it would take
another generation or more for the
northern States to catch up with
the rest of the country.

It is now conventional wisdom
that the level of female education
is a major index of well-being in
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a State. The education of women
is crucial for general improvement
in health and education levels in
the family, as well as progress
towards the small family norm.
And yet more than half the dis-
tricts in the country where female
literacy is below the national aver-
age can be found in the BIMARU
States. In order to break the
vicious cycle of backwardness and
low female literacy, official pro-
grammes to upgrade and extend
the existing formal school system
and introduce a range of non-
formal education options must be
concentrated in these districts.
Rural areas will have to be given
extra attention.

But clearly much more needs
to be done by way of creating a
public demand for better education
generally and for women specifi-
cally. It is assumed, sometimes
incorrectly, that the motivation is
lacking and that sccial attitudes
are mainly responsible for this.
Other factors which can be dealt
with in the short term play a much
more important role in keeping
children out of school. Poverty is
one of them. Tamil Nadu has
shown how the midday meal
scheme has succeeded over the
years in bringing more children to
school and keeping them there
and thus raising nutritional and
educational levels together. It is
a. model political leaders in the
BIMARU States would be well-
advised to incorporate in their edu-
cational schemes.

—Indian Express
December 2, 1993

Fourth ACCU Prizes for
Literacy Follow-up
Material

The Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre
for Unesco (ACCU) Tokyo, Japan
has invited proposals from Orga-
nisations for the fourth ACCU
Prizes for Fully [Illustrated
Materials.

The material must be printed or
audio-visual (slide-video) specially
designed and produced for use or
being used in teaching and learn-
ing of illiterates or neo-literates.
They met be finished work and the
illustrated area must cover half or
more of the total space of a page
or a sheet or of the work as a
whole.

The material may be in the
form of cards, graphs, charts,
wall charts, maps, atlases, news-
papers, pamphlets, posters, slide,
video, serial posters etc.

The material should have been
produced by any Government or
non-governmental institution/orga-
nisation. Works produced by
individuals are not acceptable.

The following prizes will be
awarded :

First Prize (1) Us § 1500

Second Prize (1) us $ 1000

Third Prize (8) uUs$ 300

Honourable Men- A certifi-

tions cate of
commenda-
tion.

The organisation should pro-
pose candidature through National
Commission for Unesco. The last
date for receipt of material is 10
April 1994, The award will be
announced in July 1994.

For further information and
application forms, kindly write to
Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for
Unesce, 6 Fukuromachi, Shinjuku-
ku, Tokyo 162 Japan.



RAPID POPULATION GROWTH IMPEDIMENT
IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The ADB report on “Health,
Population and Development in
Asia and the Pacific”, notes that
rapid population growth dilutes
and impedes economic develop-
ment. An increase in the popu-
lation base puts greater pressure
on finite resources, both financial
and nutural, and in the Develop-
ing Member Country (DMC)
context, worsening of income
distribution,  increased poverty
incidence and environmental
degration.

Moreover, there is the ironic
problem, as the report notes, that
although rapid population growth
increases poverty, poverty encour-
ages larger families through its
impact on access to education
and decreased prospects for child
survival.

In terms of absolute numbers,
the report notes that the DMCs
with the largest populations in the
region are the People’s Republic
of China (PRC), India, Indonesia,
Bangladesh and Pakistan. The
PRC and India account for more
than two thirds of the region’s
population. While Bangladesh,
Lao, PDR, Nepal, Pakistan and
Papua New Guinea are expected
to have the highest population
growth rates in the next decade,
the PRC and India are still ex-
pected to contribute the largest
number of additional people.

If population growth is un-
controlled, the report points out,
the econemic and social conse-
Quences are :

* ecological imbalance,
greater pressure on
resources.

with
natural

increased urban crowding, with
increases in demand for muni-
cipal services and infrastructure.

a more uneqal income distri-
bution, particularly as labour
supply out paces job creation.

signs of mass poverty, including
high infant and child morta-
lity rates, high levels of
child malnutrition and hunger,
poor school  performance,
unemployment ahd under-
employment.

Bieak Prospects

“Existing population growth
rates are unsustainable, even for

the relatively near future,” the
report notes, “Unless population
growth rates are kept within

manageable limits, the prospacts
for creating acceptable standards
of living for low-incone groups in
the developing world will be
bleak. Even assuming prompt
action the incremental increase in
population in larger DMCs such
as Bangladesh, India, Indonesia
and Pakistan will be massive, thus
posing a major development
challenge’:.

The glebal population is grow-
ing more rapidly than ever before
and will continue to do so for at
least four decades, according 1o
United Nations estimates,

Indeed, without major techno-

logical breakthroughs and changes
in patterns of consumption, even
the most optimistic population
growth projections are likely to be
accompanied by increases in
poverty, hunger and environmental
degradation.

“Whether we look at popula-
tion, the environment or develop-
ment, the next 10 years will be
critical for our future,” says Sri
Pamoedjo Rahardjo, an ADB
Population Specialist. “The de-
cisions we make or don't take will
widen or narrow our options for a
century to come. They could
decide the fate of the earth as a
home for human beings.”

—Truman Becker

Development and Cooperation,

No. 6, 1993
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New Publications of
IAEA

ABC OF NON-FORMAL
EDUCATION
K. 8. Pillai
Rs. 40-00

DEVELOPMENT OF
HUMAN INTERESTS
Dharam Vir
Rs. 40-00

Available from
Indian Adult Education
Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002




PRIMARY DROP-OUT RATE 53 p.c.

Only 47 per cent children in
India reach class five school while
53 per cent drop out after class
four, not getting even the basic
primaryjeducation, a UNICEF study
says.

Neatly half of the dropout rate
occurs in classes one and two.
According to the study, the main
reason for the high dropout rate is
that the costs and efforts involved
in primary education are not
matched by the quality and bene-
fits of the education offered.

The study says that the dropout
rate in India is more among girls
than boys. It is higher in rural
girls and highest in tribal girls.

The reasons are poverty, early
marriage. helping parents in the
household and fields, unattractive
school environment, parents illiter-
acy and indifference, neglect of
studies resulting in repeated fail-
ures and finally withdrawal from
schools.

The world average percentage
of children reaching grade five is
68 with the result that there are an
estimated 100 million children
aged six to eleven out of schools.
Two thirds of them are girls.

Rural Urban Divide :
According to the latest available
data, the drop-out rate between
classes one and eight is 60.70 per
cent in boys and 70.05 per cent in
girls and 56.43 per cent in rural
boys and 64.24 per cent among
rural girls.
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The inter-state variations in
drop-out rates from class one to
eight for boys range from 16.17
per cent in Kerala to 79.23 per
cent in Arunachal Pradesh and for
girls from 15.66 pet cent in Kerala
to 80.05 per cent in Andhra
Pradesh.

In the northeastern states,
although the enrolment ratio
among girls in primary and upper
primary classes is very high, the
dropout rate is also equally high.

On the other hand low enrolment
of girls is characteristic of northern
plains and large states with large
populations below the poverty
line with sexism and feudal social
relations.

The study says the male female
gap is, however, closing fast in
urban areas but the rural-urban
divide is the real problem.

O

Health and Social-Deve-
lopment Research Centre,
Jaipur

The Health and Social Deve-
lopment Research Centre (HSDRC)
is a voluntary organisation in
Jaipur, Rajasthan to promote health
and social development through
counselling, clinical care, research,
training and project consultancies.
It also promotes scientific exchange
of information in health and social
development.

Further information ; HSDRC,
1/1296 Malviya Nagar, Jaipur
(Rajasthan).

[

International Award for
Literacy Research

Unesco has invited papers far
an international award for the best
research in adult literacy in 1993,
The author of award winning
research will receive U.S. $ 10000.
The award is co-sponsored by the
Unesco Institute of Education,
Hamburg, Germany and the
Department of Human Resources
and Labour, Canada.

The manuscript—original and
unpublished should be submitted
to Unesco Institute of Education
before January 31, 1994. It should
have minimum of 100 pages and
maximum of 160 pages (between
30,000 and 50,000 words). A
summary of 1800 words and a
curriculum vitae should accompany
the proposal.

The award will be announced
in June, 1994 by the Director-
General of Unesco.

Further information can be had
from Unesco Institute for Educa-
tion, Feldbrunnenstrasse 53, P.0,

Box 13 10 23, 20110 Hamburg,
Germany.

Bound Volumes of

INDIAN JOURNAL OF
ADULT EDUCATION

from 1983 onwards are available
Price Rs. 100
per bound volume
Write to :
Indian Adult Education
Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002




Chandigarh Shramik
Vidyapeeth Implementing
TLC

The  Shramik  Vidyapeeth,
Chandigarh is actively involved in
the  implementation ‘of Total
Literacy Campaign (TLC) launched
in Chandigarh in May 1992.

It organised orientation pro-
gramme for the community leaders,
members of the campaign commi-
ttee and officials involved in con-
ducting the survey. It also orga-
nised training programmes for
master trainers and volunteets.

It has taken Colony No. 4,
Industrial  Area, Chandigarh for
total eradication of illiteracy.

On October 2, 1992, when the
campaign was inaugurated the
total illiterate population was 3441
(1750 males and 1691 females).
The Vidyapeeth has made over
2600 learners literate and the
literacy programme for the remain-
ing illiterate plus the new migrants
will be completed by March 1994.

The Shramik Vidyapeeth orga-
nised 284 vocational and educa-
tional programmes during Septem-
ber 1992 to August 1993 and the
total beneficiaries were 7081.

Among the educational and
vocational programmes organised
by the Vidyapeeth were simple
mathematics for daily use, fabric
and oil painting, computer
education and screen printing.

Further information :
Director, Shramik Vidyapeeth,
366, Sector 44A,

Chandigarh,

Documents

Mohanty, S, C. National Adult
_-—-——___

Education  Progamme in India

Allahabad, Chugh Publications,
1991, p.p., 455 Rs. 400.

This tesearch study has been
divided into nine chapters. In
chapter | the need for adult edu-
cation in developing countries and
specially for India has been stated.
A brief geographical, historical,
cultural, political - demographic,
economic and educational picture
of the State of Orissa has been
provided in chapter 2. Chapter 3
presents brief account of the
objectives  and methodological
details of the study. A few research
studies are reviewed in chapter 4
which were conducted in India and
abroad on adult learning in
general and evaluation of adult
education programme in particular.
Chapter 5 presents the changing
concepts of adult edcaution in
different parts of the world.
Chapter 6 presents the historical
background of the adult education
programmes in India and its pre-
sent position. Chapter 7 gives
the adult education programme
injOrissa since 1936 to 1983-84.
Chapter 8 presents the analysis,
interpretations and findings of the
data collected for the study. The
last chapter gives some sugges-
tions for the improvement of on-
going adult education programme
in India.

The Austarian

Educational

System : A Short Reviewm
“Federal Press Service, 1990,

The booklet gives a brief history

of Austrian Education System, the
Austrian School system (general

compulsory  schools, general
secondary schools)  vocational
schools, university and colleges,

foreign students in Austrian uni-
versities, Adult Education and
Adult Education Institutions.

The Austrian
tion system consists of adult
education colleges  (Volkshch-
schulen) numbering 350. In addi-
tion, there are 50 residential
Colleges and more than 2400
public'libraries. Many of the adult
education institutes concentrate
on further training in vocational
subjects.

adult educa-

Maron, Stanley, Kibbutz in a
Market Society, Ram at Efal (Israel)

Yad Tabenkin 1993.

“Kibbutz" is the Hebrew name
of a communal settlement based
on the principle of a shared home
for a large number of individuals
and families. The first Kibbutz
was started in 1910 and by 1991
there were 270 Kibbutzim in Israel.
Most individual Kibbiutzim have a
population of 300 to 600 persons.

Kibbutzim bcgan primarily as
agricultural settlements and later

on entered into inddustriization
and othe economic activities like
tourism etc,

The author analyses current
development in Kibbutz from two
points of view, One is the internal
process of change. In large family
units of three and four generations.
The other is the influence from
outside by expanding market
economy and its culture of con-
Sumerism. Out of the conflict
between the two has emerged a
communal household which trieg
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to combine the best feature of the
extended family and the market.

National Cooperative Union of
India (NCUI). An Industrial Co-

operative-O:ganisation. New Delhi
NCUI Cooperative Union of India,
(nd). 44p.

This booklet aims to indicate
to the community of artisans and
village craftsmen the advantage
of organising a cooperative society
and also the manner in which the
affairs of the society should be
conducted.

Reddy, G. Narayana, Training

Voluntary Workers as Agents of

Development, in Social Change :
Issues and Perspectives, (Council
for Social Development) Vol. 22
No. 4, December 1992,

The study examines the training
strategies of a cluster of voluntary
agencies and also the personal
characteristics, opinion about de-
veloping rural poor and attitude
of volunteers towards rural re-
construction work in a village of
Andhra Pradesh.

Women's Perspectives in Popu-

Report of Conference of Non-

Gevernmental Organizations, New

Delhi, Bombay, Family Planning
Association of India 1993, 103p.

It contains papers presented in
various plenary sessions and
reports of discussion groups. Some
of the papers included in the report
are (1) Population Stabilisations :
Current situation and Future
Projections (2) Status of Women
and Reproductive Rights (3) Needs
and Concerns of Adolescents in
Sexual Health and Responsible
Parenthood (4) Methods of
Contraception (5) Women'’s
perspective in choice and use
of contraceptive methods : the
Bangladesh Experience, the Indian
Experience and Sri Lankan Ex-
perience.

Sengupta, Chandan, Sociologi-

cal Impect of Total Literacy

Campaign : The Case of Midna-

lation and Reproductive Health,

pore. Bombay, Tata Institute of

of Social Sciences, 1992, 115p.
(Mimeographed).

The major findings of this study
show the positive impact of the
total literacy campaign in Midna-
pore. Analysis of the views ex-

pressed by the major political
parties, the role of the district
administration, Zila Parishad and
the spontaneous involvement of
the people at the grass root show
that the campaign has generated
a sense of collective consciousness
among all concerned. The res-
ponses of the neo-|iterates indicate
that the vast majority of them have
been able to ‘achieve considerably
high level of political conscious=-
ness, social awareness, scientific
temper and functionality. The data
on many other sociological factors
indicate positive impact of the
campaign. These include : equality

of sexes, changes in attitude
towards government, neo-
literates perception of the
problem  of illiteracy, their

expectation from the government
and their attitudes towards the
government and utility of education
in general and women’s education
in particular, neo-literates self-per-
ception in comparison  with
illiterates, their reading interests,
exposure to mass media, social
relationship and impact of literacy
on domestic problems and impact
of literacy campaign on health
awareness and health status.
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EFA Summit

EDUCATION A SOCIETAL
RESPONSIBILITY

The Delhi Declaration of the
Education for All summit said that
Educatlon was, and must be a,
societal responsibility covering
government, families, communities
and non-governmental organisa-
tions as education required the
commitment and participation of

all in a grand alliance that trans-
cends diverse opinion and political

positions. It pledged to achieve
the objective of universalising
primary education for all boys and
girls by the turn of the century or
even before.

The summit of nine high popu-
lation countries having half of the
world’'s population and 70 per
cent of world illiterate which
concluded in New Delhi on Dec.
16, 1993 put education and em-
powerment of girls and women on
top of the global agenda. It was
signed by Indonesian President
Suharto, |India Prime Minister
P.V. Narsimha Rao and seven other
representative  of Bangladesh,

Brazil, China, Egypt,
Nigeria and Pakistan.

Mexico,

The declaration described edu-
cation and empowerment of girls
and women “as key factors in
contributing to the social develop-
ment, well-being and education of
present and future generations,
expansion of the choices available
to women for the development of
their full potential.

The declaration expressed the
determination of the nine partici-
pating countries in the summit to
eliminate disparities of access to
basic education on account of
gender, age, income, family,
cultural, ethnic and linguistic differ-
ences and geographic remoteness,
It sought to achieve its EFA gb-
jective through an integrated
strategy or basic education for al]

people:
While the declaration expressed

the commitment to tally all sections
of the respective society of parti-

cipating countries towards, EFA,
it called upon international colla-
borators to raise substantially,

their support for basic education
services.

Since successful education
programmes required complemen-
tary and convergent action on
adequate nutrition, effective health
care, and appropriate care and
development of the young child,
the declaration urged international
financial  institutions, in the
context of structural adjustment
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Programmes underway in most of
participating countries, to recog-
nise education as a critical invest-
ment which need not suffer from
pre-determined ceilings,

The framework for EFA action,
adopted for implementing the
Dethi'declaration called for giving




greater authorities to communities
and parents and making the school
more accountable to the commu-
nity for its performance. In its
guidelines for action in basic
education it noted that developing
and applying clear performance
criteria for head teachers and
teachers and supporting them to
improve their capabilities and skills
to exercise authority and responsi-
bility were necessary.

Expressing itself in favour of
offering initial instruction in the
mothertongue where  bilingual
instruction is necessary the action
framewaork also recommended that
a small multi-grade schools be
introduced in the sparsely popu-
lated areas to reduce ithe distance
between the child and the school.

Stressing on the need for
flexible non-formal education
programme for various disadvant-
aged sections of society it said
these should include the use of
parameters frcm the community,
flexible annual calendars, active
community and parental involve-
ment, simplified curriculum con-
taining essential learning and life
skills, use of local languages in
initial instruction, NGO commu-
nity partnerships, provision for
setting intermediate goals in ex-
panding early childhood care
opportunities, improving enrolment
and completion rates in primary
education, reducing dropouts and
repetition rates, increasing achieve-
ment leveis in primary education
and expanding ‘well targeted adult
education programme.

Noting  that international
assistance to  education has
traditionally been a low percent-
age of total assistance, the action
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framework called for raising it but
at the same time stressed on
raising domestic investment.

It called for promoting co-
operation among the nine countries
and beyond in achieving the EFA
objective. It said a joint initiative
on distance education was badly
required. Indeed, the nine partici-
cipating countries agreed to work
in collaboration on a distance
education initiative in the area of
enhancing training of teachers and
other personnel and to better reach
neo-literates and marginalised
groups.

Noting that the area of sharing
of experience among the nine
countries required to be syste-
matised, the action framework said
another summit could be covered
at the initiative of one of the
countries at or before the end of
the decade to review progress and
set new goals. It stated aspecific
network involving the nine coun-
tries could be established with
active  support of  UNICEF,
UNESCO, UNFPA and the inter-
national community. This network
could organise ministerial or seniof
official level meetings to discuss
the achievement of EFA in the
intervening years before 2000,

Conference
Shankar Dayal
Sharma said that education
systems should also include
nutrition, health care and social
attitudes, ‘| feel a special care is
required towards the education
and empowerment of girls and
women to enable them to attain
their full potential”, he added.

Inaugurating the
President ODr.

In the discussion that followed
President’'s  inaugural  speech
Indonesian President Suharto said

“we believe that, by providing
maximum education accompanied
by a deeper sense of religion—we
can give our children, generations
yet to come, a much brighter
future. They have the right toa
dignified partnership with develop-
ed countries of the world".

Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha
Rao, listing out the achievement
of India in education in the last
four decades. said New Delhi
could spend as much as six per
cent of its GDP on education in
the 21st century. “Outlays on
education would also depend on
the pace at which programme like
power, oil. industry etc., which
had taken up the bulk of the
Government’'s budgetary support

hitherto are taken over by
non-governmental investment
channels”.

He informed the gathering that
Indian Constitution was recently
amended to empower local com-
munities play a much more vigor-
ous role in education.

Chinese Vice-Premier  Li
Langing expressed the desire of lis
country to make use of and learn
from the useful experience of any
other country in education.

Pre-Summit Meet

The preparatory talks for the
meet were held on December
13-15, 1883. It cauntioned that
although substantial improvement
had been made on the educational
front there. was no room for
complacency.

The goal of achieving education
for all by the century-end could
well prove elusive unless the
world'ss nine  most populous
countries address themselves to



ending the gender bias, and draw
more women into the school
system while controlling the
rapidly growing population, they
said.

The human resource develop-
ment minister, Mr. Arjun Singh,
who chaired the opening session,
was the first to strike a note of
caution, stating that though there
have been dramatic changes in
the Indian educational scene, there
was no reason to be “sanguine
about the state of literacy™.
According to Mr. Singh India has
to:traverse a long way before reach-
ing the goal of education for all
but felt confident that the hurdles
would be overcome as “we have
the capability of marshalling the
human and material resources for
this epic task.'”

Presenting the synthesis paper
of EFA in the nine countries, Mr.
John Ryan of UNESCO, pointed
out that the biggest brake on
progress towards EFA is population
growth. He said though the
countries participating in the talks
today have achieved varying levels
of progress through different
strategies, they are all faced with
the common problem of an ex-

ploding population.

Citing figures Mr. Ryan said
while school enrolment in these
countries grew by 87 million in the
past 13 years, it was still in§uffi-
cient to accommodate all chidren
as the school-age population has
grown by more than 56 million.
Achieving universal primary edu-
cation (UPE) with a rapidly
expanding school-going popula-
tion, he said, it is like “running up
a down escalator,” he said, adding
that seven of these nine nations

could have achieved EFA if it was
not for the population explosion.

On the other hand, he argued
that education, especially of
women, is critical to overcoming
the population gap as there have
been innumerable studies indica-
ting that it has a major impact
on bringing down fertility and
infant mortality rates. According to
Mr. Ryan one issue that needs
urgent attention is gender equality,
the biggest constraint to achieving
EFA in all these countries though
it has been overcome in Indonesia
at the primary level.

Mr. Manzoor Ahmed associate
director, UNICEF, emphasised that
primary education is the core and
cutting edge of EFA, adding that
it is still a central challenge in all
the participating nations. He
pointed out that actually nearly
half the school-going children are
not getting effective primary
education if one takes into account
the number of children not
enrolled, the drop-outs and those

Literacy

This table ranks the summit
countries by the percentage of
adults 15 years and older that are
literate.

1) Mexico 87%
2) Brazil 817
3) Indonesia 77%
4) China 73%
5) India 52%;
6) Nigeria 519
7) Egvpt 48%
8) Bangladesh 35%
9) Pakistan 35%

Source : Education for Ajj -
Status and Trends, 1993,
UNESCO.

who come out of school without
having learnt anything.

While agreeing that more
resources were needed for primary
education, Mr Ahmed stressed
that these needed to be used
efficiently and etfectively. Des-
pite the increased allocations
for primary education, it continues
to be under financed especially
at the operational ledder. He said
budgets needed to be restructured
in order to provide more for inputs
like learning materials and up-
gradation of teacher’s skills.

Dr. Mabub-ul-Hag, author of
the UNDP’s impact-making Human
Development reports, presented a
four-point agenda for making the
EPA goals feasible. Translated
into key numbers, this means a 25
per cent increase or an additional
75 million in the net enrolment
during the next seven years princi-
pally in Bangladesh, China, India,
Nigeria and Pakistan. Of this 55
million is to be for girls and 20
million for boys, in order to
completely remove the gender gap.
This, according to him, will require
1.6 million additional teachers,
mostly female and mainly in India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nigeria.
Also required is about $ 4 billion
ayear as additional investment in
primary education of non-formal
systems.

Mr,

James Grant, Executive
director,

i UNICEF, pleaded for
higher investment in education. He

warned that if the EFA goals are
not achieved, the consequences

would be grave with low sconomic
growth,

Panel Discussions

Participating in the panel dis-
Gussion on “Girls and women's
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education, women’s empower-
ment and population issues”,
sponsored by the United Nations

Fund for Population Activities
(UNFPA), Dr. Nafis Sadik,
the UNFPA executive director,

that while some
been made in the
enrolment of girls, pronounced
gender gaps still persist in all
regions, with the exception of
Latin America. At present, she
said, one out of three adult women
cannot read or write, compared
with one out of five adult males.

pointed out
progress had

She said studies had confirmed
that countries which made higher
allocations for women'’s education
experienced higher economic pro-
ductivity, lower fertility rates, lower
infant and maternal mortality and
improved levels of life expectancy
for both men and women. For

Net Enrolment Ratio for
Primary Schooling
This table shows what pro-

portion of primary school-age
children is actually enrolled. The

figures indicate each country’s
progress towards the “goal of
Universal Primary Education, but

does not reflect what quality of
schooling the children receive.

1) China 999,
2) Mexico 98%
3) Indonesia 7%,
4) Egypt 91%
5) Brazil 88%
6) India 66%
7) Bangladesh 63%
8) Nigeria 599
9) Pakistan 299,

Source | Education for All :
Status and Trends, 1993,
UNESCO,

&

instance, she said, evidence
indicated that each additional year
of schooling of mothers translates
into a decline in child mortality,
ranging from five to ten per cent.

Financial Aid

Dr. Sadik emphasised that it is
time to put literacy and education
within the reach of all girls and
women. This, she said, could be
done by reducing the costs of
sending girls to schools through
the provision of scholarships
or stipends to parents, increasing
the number of female teachers and
providing high quality schooling
and relevant curriculum.

Mr. Shahnaz Wazir Ali, special
assistant to the Pakistani Prime
Minister for the social sector,
admitted that her country’s track
record on this front had not been
very encouraging with female
illiteracy in rural areas being as
low as threc per cent while the
net enrolment at the primary stage
is around 29 per cent.

However, she said, efforts were
underway to take corrective
measures through increased re-
source allocations for elementary
schooling and population welfare,
which are expected ro increase
the enrolment of girls at the rate
of eight per cent per annum as
compared to five per cent for boys.
Similarly, she said several legis-
lative measures had been initiated
to further reform the laws pertain-
ing to women. Only recently, she
said, the government had decided
to reserve five per cent guota in
all government services fer
women.

Internal and External
Resources for EFA
Participants in the panel dis-

cussion on “External and Internal
resources for EFA' agreed that
expenditure on education should
not be a trade-off with economic
reform and that ‘international
agencies must provide additional
resources to countries going
through structural changes in their
economies. Donor agencies, it was
generally felt, should be more
sensitive to the needs of develop-
ing countries.

Responding to this appeal,
Mr. Wadi Hadaad of the World
Bank, said the bank had trebled
its lending for education from $6 5
billion from 1986-89 to 1990-93,
adding that these resources would
be best used by the countries to
build their national capacities.
Better utilisation could also be
effected through the reduction of
westage and better financial
management, he added.

Education and Society

The pre-summit meeting on
December 15 put more, emphasis
on peace-building function of
education, using the spread cf
education to curb intolerance and
bigotry.

UNESCO director  general
Federico Mayor said nations who
relied on their defensive forces
and armament factories for peace-
keeping should shift focus on
long-terms, preventive action-
building peace through education.
He called for education which
inculcated values of justice, equity
and non-violence.

Mayor was participating in a
discussion on ‘Education and
Society.’

(Continued on page 6)



ORIENTATION PROGRAMME FOR ADULT
EDUCATION FUNCTIONARIES AT
BODHGAYA

The Directorate of Adult Edu-
cation, Government of India in
collaboration with the Department
of Adult and Continuing Education,
Magadh  University, Bodhgaya
organised recently two programmes
on training/orientation of key level
functionaries in adult education.
The first was for project personnel
of the voluntary agencies. The
second was for the functionaries
of the District Institutes of Edu-
cation and Training (DIET) and
the District Resource Units (DRU).

Training Programme for VAs

The training programme for
functionaries of voluntary agencies
was held Bodhgaya on December
6-10, 1993.

Inaugurating it, Prof. KB Sahai,
Pro Vice-Chancellor of the Magadh
University said that the voluntary
agencies were best suited for
implementing the total literacy
campaign. He said literacy educa-
tion would also help in solving
socio-economic problems of the
country. Political commitment and
will are the essential factors for
its success, he stressed.

In his chief guest address,
Shri Chintu Naik, 1AS Commis-
sioner, Magadh Division-cum-Vice
Chancellor of the University said
that literacy was an indispensable
component of human resource
development and spread of literacy
would open new vistas of knovff-
ledge and bind the human race il
harmony and brotherhood. He
stressed the need for education of

women to make them partner in
development of the country.

The presidential address was
delivered by Prof. Shakeel Ahmed,
former Vice-Chancellor of Bihar
University.

Earlier, Prof. PN Singh, Director,
Adult Education, Magadh Univer-
sity welcomed the participants.
Shri A. H. Khan Asstt. Director,
Adult Education of the University
proposed a vote of thanks.

The objective of the pro-
gramme was to introduce the
main components of planning

and management of total literacy
campaign (TLC) ; to provide the
necessary skills for operationalising
TLC like environment building,
resource support, training strategy,
MIS, evaluation etc. ; and to share
ideas and experience to make TLC
successful at the field level.

45 participants representing the
states of Bihar, Rajasthan, and UP
attended.

Training Programme for DIET,
DRU Functionaries

The second training programme
for functionaries of District Insti-
tutes of Education and Training and
District Resources Units was held
in Bodhgaya on December 13-17,
1993.

The objectives of the course
were to discuss the
approaches of meass mebilisation
and environment building and
identification ©of learners and
functionaries : to analyse the steps

various -

in systematic approach to training
and to differentiate between
IPCL approach & traditional
approach, to understand the moni-
toring and evaluation mechanism of
the project and to discuss the steps
to be taken for post-literacy and
continuing  education in the
project.

38 participants from J. & K.
Delhi, Rajasthan, MP, Gujarat, UP
and Bihar attended.

The Coordinator for both the
programmes was Dr. JP Gupta,
Joint Director, Directorate of Adult
Education. The Associate Coordi-
nator was Shri AH Khan, Asstt.
Director, Adult Education, Magadh
University and Secretary, Central
Zone, and Executive Committee
Member, |AEA. O

New Course in Bhavnagar
University

Diploma in Self-Service
Health Therapy

The Adult, Continuing Edu-
cation and Extension Work Depart-
ment and Development Council of
Bhavnagar University have started
a Diploma Course in Self-Service
Health Therapy (DSSHT). The
course is for two academic years
with three months
training. The course
of 10 papers which include,
1. Anatomy and Psysiolagy,
2. History & Basic Principles of
Naturopathy, 3. Health Science &
Pathology, 4. Yoga, Ayurveda and
Mental Health, 5. Accupressure,
Chromopathy, Magneto Therapy
& Auto-Urine Therapy, 6. Diag-
ncsis, Diseases & Treatment,
7. Hydropathy, Mud Therapy, 8,
Message & Physical Culture, 9,
Fasting, Food and Nutrition, 10,
Yoga Therapy, Ayurveda & Psycho-
therapy. ]

internship
comprises
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European Community
Funds Education Plan
in MP

An ambitious Rs, 687 crore
scheme funded by the European
Community (EC) and the Madhya
Pradesh Government for univer-
salisation of primary education in
the state was launched on January
B, 1994, The EC assistance will
be Rs. 585 crore. '

The overall goal of the scheme
is recasting the primary education
system as a whole in 19 districts—
Betul, Bilaspur, Chhatarpur, Dhar,
Guna, Mandsaur, Panna, Rajgarh,

Raisen, Rajnandgaon, Rajgarh.
Ratlam, Rewa, Surguja, Satna,
Sehore, Sidhi, Schahdol and
Tikamgarh.

The M. P. Government will
contribute to the tune of Rs. 102
crore.

The project has several compo-
nents. It includes school mapping
and micro planning for every block
in the covered district which would
be undertaken. Under this, child-
wise, householdwise surveys
would be conducted in every

village to determine the schooling
needs and location of primary
school, non-formal education
centres, etc. Approximately 20,000
new classrooms by way of new
schools or extension of school
buildings would: be undertaken to
ensure higher enrolment

Pre-school centres fof age
group 3-6 years will be opened as
a support for school-going children.
About 50 lakh school going children
in covered districts would be
provided periodic health checkup.
Handicapped children would be
provided with special teaching
and learning aids.

Alternative models of schools
like voluntary schools or Shikshak
Karmi units, mobile schools or
similar other teaching models
would be developed. The in-
service training of teachers would
be re-modelled to bring teacher
training in consonance with multi-
grade teaching requirements and
minimum levels of learning.

Village Education Committee
would be trained and oriented for
active participation in local mana-
gement of education.

The project focuses on
scheduled  castes, scheduled
tribes, women. and disadvantaged
sections of society with emphasis
on their education and thus giving
them a new status in the society.

The project is slated to be
completed by 1997-98. O

Recent Books for Neo-Literates

1. KISl SE NA KAHENA
Meenakshi Swami

Rs. 8.00

2. SUHANI SEEKH
Ramdas Shastri

Rs. 6.00

3. JEENE KI CHAH
Mridula Seth

Available from

Rs. 10.00

indian Adult Education Association
17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002

(Continued from page 4)
Education a Societal.........

Federico Mayor said the EFA
goal was achievable by 2000. It
needed an additional spending of
US § four to five billion per year
altogether by the nine countries,
and it was possible to raise the
money.

The UNESCO position paper
for the panel said future societjes
will be shaped less by predictable
trends than by ‘‘antagonistic forces
acting in various domains'. What
mattered was not that the anta-
gonism between different beliefs,
values and culture was suppressed,
but that conflict was resolved in
a non-violent manner. Education
had to emphasise tolerance and
international understanding and
impart skills of jointly solving
problems and rational resolution of
conflicts. [

Manohar Lal Passes Away

We deeply regret to record the
death of Shri Manohar Lal, former
Accountant of the Indjan Adul
Education Association in New

Delhi on December 27, 1993, He
was 76,

He worked in the Association
during 1955-77.
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Training Progrmme in
Population Education

The Centre for Adult & Conti-
nuing Education and Extension
Activities, (CACEEA, Kakatiya
University (AP) organised a one
day - Training Programme on
Population Education on November
6, 1993 in collaboration with
PERC, SNDT Women's University,
Bombay. 30 teachers incharge of

Population Education Club in
Colleges attended.
Inaugurating it, Dr. K. Jaya

Shankar, Vice-Chancellor, Kakatiya
University said that spread of
literacy and equitable distribution
of the gains of development could
check the population explosion in
the country.

Presiding over the meeting
Prof. G. Sreenivas Reddy, Head,
Department of Public Administra-
tion & HRM observed that the
family welfare programmes have
failed to control the population
mainly due to lack of political
will accentuated by the absence of
organised pressure groups working
in favour of population control.

Dr. G. Ramesh, Head & Dean,
Faculty of Education, Kakatiya
University, Dr. M.S.R. Murthy,
S.V. University, Tirupati, and Shri

ingh, Asstt. Director,
ggalgrastlilpD?l‘”\ﬁomen's University
Bombay spoke on the concept,

methodology and activities of
Population Education Club.

The valedictory address was
delivered by Dr K. I\;I(ulzall
Manohar, Director, SDLCE, Kaka-
tiya University.

Earlier, Dr. Ch. Bala Ramulu,
Director, CACEEA outlined the
objectives and activities of Popu-
lation Education Club. He said
that the commitment of the teachers
and students would go & Iong
Way in effective impier_nentat:on
of Population Education CMU
activities, ]

Documents

Bhola, H.S., World Trends and
Issues in Adult

Education,

London, Jessica Kingsley
Unesco, 1988. 177p.

and

The document presents a com-
prehensive review of adult educa-
tion during the last forty years
since the first International Con-
ference on Adult Education at
Elsinore, Denmark, during June
1949, It demonstrates how adult
education, in its many forms, has
come to be central to the historical
process of development and
change all over the world and
particularly in the Third World. It
also analyses adult education as
an, area of professional study by
laying bare its theoretical founda-
tions and its research base.

Each of the chapters in the
book consists of four major parts.
In the first part, the topic is put
in a historical perspective. This
historical review is conducted in
terms of four milestones provided
by the four Unesco-sponsored
international conferences : (a) the
first international conference on
Adult Education at Elsinore, Den-
mark 19-25 June, 1949, (b) the
second World Conference on Adult
Education, Montreal, Canada,
22-31 August 1960, (¢) the Third
{nternational Conference on Adult
Education, Tokyo, Japan. 25 July
to 7 August 1972 ; and (d) the
fourth International Conference on
Adult Education at Paris, France,
19-29 March 1985,

In the second major part of
each chapter, a detailed theoretical
context is provided. In this regard

contributions towards' the develop-
ment of theory of adult education,
contributions from the three
cluster of nations (free market
economies, centrally planned
economies, and countries in
the developing world) are discuss-
ed separately to recognise the
theoretical contribution of each.
An over view from global perspe-
tive has also both presented.

The third major section of each
chapter is a review of actual

practice in the field in relation
to the particular sub-system of
adult education under. study.

Finally, trends, issues and
future needs of each sub-area are
analysed. These are discussed both
for specific contexts as well as
from the international point of
view.

Temer, Norma Liliana. Possibi-
lities and Condition of Integral

Education for Older Citizens ; A

Pedagogic Proposal in Inter-

American Review of Educational
Development. Vol. 37, No. 114(1)
1993, 119p.

The study addresses the
situation of older people in
Argentina — particularly the sub-
group of healthy or competent
seniors who can continue to live
independently and participate in
social life by demonstrating that :
this sub-group represents a consi-
derable proportion of that popu-
lation : it is on

the increase,
according to the market trend
towards longer life expectancy

at birth and at 60 and over ; the
full complexity of its current needs
as a group has been neglected :
people who manage to resolve
their situation generally do so on
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their own ; although it is recog-
nised as a multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary problem, a strictly
educational approach has been
lacking in the policies adopted.
The working hypothesis applied is
therefore that if life expectancy
increases (to 75-80 years) there

are 15 to 20 years of life “after 60"
In which it is not only justified but
essential that there be ‘“'spaces”
where healthy elderly people can
participate  reflecting a new
approachs to senior citizens based
on multidisciplinary research
(gerontology, psychology, socio-
logy and education).

Shah, S.Y. Indian Adult Edu-

cation : A Historical Perspective,

New Delhi, Adult, Continuing
Education and Extension Unit,
School of Social Science—1,
Jawaharlal Nehru  University,
1993. 200p (Zeroxed Copy)

This monograph is in four parts.
Part | discusses the changing
concept and programmes of Indian
Adult Education. Part |l provides
three selected case studies of
successful literacy campaigns
conducted in India at different
intervals, these are—(1) Bihar
literacy campaign of late 1930s
(2) Gram Shikshan Muhim of
Maharashtra initiated in 1950's,
and (3) Total Literacy Campaign
of Ernakulum District launched in
1990's. Part Ill, presents chrono-

logy of major events in Indian
Adult Education, and Part IV pro-
vides selected statistical informa-
tion related to the progress of
literacy and adult education pro-
grammes.

NIPCCD. Statistics on_Children
in India 1993. New Delhi, National
Institute of Public Cooperation and
Child Development, 216p.

This pocket book contains
statistical information upto 1993
on various aspects of child deve-
lopment In India.

Statistical data has been
divided into seven major headings
which include (1) Population (2)
birth and death rates, mortality
indicators etc. (3) Health and
family welfare (4) Nutrition (5)
Education and Literacy. Under this
it provides literacy rates in India
1951-1991, number of literates
and illiterates among population
(7 years and above) 1981-91 etc,
dropout rates at primary and middle
stage by sex. In the last two
sections it gives child development
and welfare services, welfare of
the handicapped. socio-economic
indicators etc.

Population Education Resource
Centre, University of Delhi,
Courses in Population Education,

New Delhi, Department of Adult,
Continuing Education and Exten-
sion, University of Delhi, 1991,

80p.

The courses available at various
Indian Universities in Population
Education have been included in
this volume in three parts : (1)
courses at the under-graduate
level (2) courses at the post-
graduate level, and (3) courses
for extension programme. Univer=
sities included are SNDT, Avadh,
Gujarat  Vidyapeeth, ° Bombay,
South Gujarat and M.S. University
of Baroda, Ranchi, Delhi, Sri
Venkateshwara, International Insti-
tute of Population Sciences,
(Bombay) Punjab, Gujarat, Madras.
Marathwada and Sardar Patel.

Dave, Ravindra, From Aware=
ness to Action—Evaluation of the
ITFL experience for future deve-

lopment, Toronto, International
Council for Adult Education (1993)
212p.

In response to the United
Nations call to NGOs to partici-
pate actively in the observance of
ILY 90, the International Council
for Adult Education established an
International Task Force on
Literacy for a period of four years.
This report presents a compre=
hensive evaluation of |[TFL’s
World-Wide activities, experiences
and achievements. It has also
drawn some important lessons for
future action aimed at the attain-
ment of a cherished goal of
universal literacy and functional
literacy throughout the globe.

Edited, printed and published by J.L, Sachdeva, Ditector, Indian
New Dalhi-110002, Tele : 9721326 : 5319282, Printed at NS Printers,

Adult Education Association; 17-B, Indraprastha Entat‘eg

Paharganj, Delhi-110086.
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ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION
CONFERENCE IN AJMER

The Indian Adult Education
Association will now be organising
its 45th All India. Adult Education
Conference in Ajmer (Rajasthan) in
the third week of June in collabo-
ration with Rajasthan Vidyapeeth.

The theme is ‘‘Total Literacy in
the Context of Education for all
by 2000, The sub-themes of the
conference will be (a) Resource
mobilisation (b) Creation and
sustenance of environment for
titeracy ; (c) Training of function-
aries ; (d) Women's literacy ; (e)
Media support; and (f) Post
literacy.

There will be a thematic wo'rk-
shop on ‘Role cf Adult Educatuor}
in Promoting Communal Harmony.

The Zakir Husain Memorial
Lecture will be . delivered by
Dr. (Smt.) Chitra Naik, Member,
Planning Commission, Govt. of
India.

The venue is VSP Shramjeevi
PG College, Ajmer.

The General Bod; Meeting of
IAEA and the elections of the
members of the Council and of
the Executive Committee will also
be held during the Conference.

Those desirous of attending the
Conference should send delega-
tion fee of Rs. 50/- to the General
Secretary before May 15, 1994.

Those who want to contribute
d paper on any sub-theme of the
conference shculd write to the
Director, IAEA before April 20,
1994,

An exhibition of books, posters,
charts, photographs will also be
organised during the conference,

The contact person in Ajmer is
Shri BL Parakh, Principal, vsp
Shramjeevi PG ‘College, | Ajmer-
305 001. Tele,(Off) 30457, 21042,
(Res) 50383.

O

Motivation of Volunteers

A discussion on motivation of
volunteers was organised by the
Indian Adult Education Association
(IAEA) in New Delhi on January
11, 1994. Dr. Mridula Seth,
Department of Human Resource
Management and Extension, Lady
Irwin College, New Delhi delivered
the key-note address on Motiva-
tion of Volunteers in USA. Smt.
Kamala Rana, Associate Secretary,
IAEA presided.

Dr. Seth said that volunteerism
and community leadership are
services which are desparately
needed with today’s resource
limitations. Many a time a
volunteer could do a job which
paid worker might not be in a
position to do, she said, But this,
could only be possible if they are
properly trained before being sent
to the field and the training should
be continuous one and not one
time affair. She also emphasised

,the need for allotting time for

socialising in the training events.

She said that in USA volunteers
are giving their services for haalth,
eduecation, social service, commu-

nity  education, recreation ete.



These volunteers, she said, are
performing such duties as assisting
the elderly, tutoring illiterate
adults, teaching Sunday schools,
raising funds, answering phone
calls, driving people from one
place to another, etc.

According to study, about 48
per cent of Americans aged 14
and other do some kind of
volunteer work. The volunteers
she’ said should be involved
in ‘selecting or designing their
skills. Describing the job descrip-
tions, she said each volunteer job
should have a title that is des-
criptive of the duties and which
sounds interesting. The job des-
cription should specifically indicate
the degree of flexibility i.e. starting
and finishing times for a job
assignment.

Dr. Seth underlined the need
to recognise the services of the
volunteers. She said “recognition
_must be regular and frequent”™.

She said that elderly people
* and women are participating in
large number in the United States
as volunteers, India too should
properly utilise the service of the
senior citizens, she opined.

Kamala Rana in her
presidential address scid that
housewives have not been pro-
perly wutilized in the literacy pro-
grammes in India so far and it
is high time to utilize their services
in an fruitful way. She said sus-
tained planning s needed to
motivate the volunteers and to
utilise their services in the literacy

programme.

Smit.

Earlier, Shri J. L. Sachdeva,

Director, IAEA in his welcome
speech said that volunteers are
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being involved in large number in
Total Literacy Campaigns and it is;
high time that proper recognition

is given to them to sustain their
interest in the programme.

Shri B.R. Vyas, Member
Executive Committee, IAEA and
former Additional Director

(Education) Delhi Administration

summing the discussion said that
socio-economic factors contribute
a lot in motivating the wvolunteers.
If these factors are favourable in
a place, the number of volunteers
will be more, He said attack on
poverty and illiteracy should be
similtaneously made so as to
achieve the objective of Education
for All by the year 2000.
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: Education for All

MISSING POLITICAL WILL

Travelling around the districts
of Bihar and UP' to discuss
community based monitoring of
primary education and village
education committees, | was struck
by one very earthy comment—
“How can we get a non-existent
teacher to teach ? I|f the teacher
belonged to our village we would
be in a position to cajole, motivate
and even compel him to teach our
children. Teachers do not identify
themselves with us, they do not
care if our children remain
illiterate — they are outsiders who
see themselves as Government
servants.”” Schools that functioned
till the sixties are now in a
shambles. The basic education
schools inspired by Gandhiji are in
ruins today. Ordinary villagers of
Champaran have less opportunity
today than they had three decades
ago. The rot is spreading at an
alarming rate — and something
needs to be done to turn the tide,

In the wake of the National
Policy on Education, 1986, there
was a renewed interest in grappling
with elementary education. A
string of special primary education
projects were launched with ex-
ternal financial assistance. Andhra
Pradesh paved the way with the
British supported primary education
project that focused on teacher
training and curriculum develop-
ment. Rajasthan followed with an
innovative project called “‘Shiksha
Karmi’ which was taken up with
Swedish assistance. Village youth
Were jdentified and trained as

Vimala'Ramachaadran

para-professional teachers to re-
place the non-existent school
teacher in remote villages.

This was followed by Bihar
Education Project with UNICEF
support, Rajasthan Lok Jumish with
Swedish aid and UP Basic Edu-
cation Project with Weorld Bank
loan. These project focused on
infrastucture development, teacher
training, text books, school en-
vironment etc. Madhya Pradesh
has started a similar project with
European Community assistance,

The common thread that runs
across these diverse projects is
that they are respected to revitalise
primary education through demand
generation and environment build-
ing activites, pre-service and in
service training of teachers, school
buildings, equipment, infrastructure,
mobilisation of the community.
supply of text books etc. But is this
happening ? Have these projects
been able to make dent? Will
brick and mortar take precedence
over the essence ?

Large area projects in the
health sector have shown that
buildings are constructed equip-
ment acquired and vehicles pur-
chased. Soft activities like training
and quality of care are invariably

neglected. Years after donor
supported. area projects were
launched in health end  family

welfare, the situation has not im-
proved. PHC and sub-centre
puildings are still in a bad shape
and quality of services has not
improved. As the health system

is obsessed with achieving sterili-
sation targets, 'once these are met
other weaknesses are overlooked.

It is important to be vigilant and
to ensure this does not happen in
the education sector, As it stands
today, while there js a significant
shift in Government vocabulary in
externally  assisted education
projects which emphasises demand
generation. The logistics of dealing
with “demand” when the imple-
mentation mechanicm continues
to be relatively unchanged remains
a major challenge. The central
issue is one of getting the teachers
into the schools and motivating
them to teach. Building and
community mobilisation should
support the primary function of
schools—to attract, enrol, retain and
educate children, But unless the
system ensures teachers perform
their primary role — these invest-
ments would be wasted.

In Bihar and UP one cannot but
notice that a significant number
of primary schools do not function,
buildings are broken down or badly
maintained  (despite Operation
Blackboard), there is widespread
teacher absenteeism and supply of
text books delayed. Simultaneously,
one cannot ignore the exister ce of
small private schools or teaching
shoops. In some villages;of Bihar and
UP it was public knowledge that
Government teachers teach in
private schools. Recent educational
surveys have shown that among
the factors that lead to high drop-
outs are non-functioning schools
and bad school environment.

The Seventy Second Amend-
ment Bill (1991) provides a ray of
hope. The question is one of the
extent of influence the Panchayats

(Contd. on page 4)
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ROLE OF MEDIA IN POPULARISING
EDUCATION

A three day workshop on the
role of Media in Popularising
Education was organised by the
State Resource Centre of Univer-
sity of Kashmir from 20-22
January, 1994 at Jammu.

It was inaugurated by the
Kashmir University Vice-Chancellor,
Mr. Ajit Kumar. Prof. Y.R. Malhotra,
Vice-Chancellor, Jammu University
and Mr. Balraj Puri, a human
rights activist, were also present
at the inaugural session. Mr. Asad
Zaidi, Mr. M.K. Raina, Mr. Krishna
Kumar & Mr. V. K. Raina partici-
pated as resource persons in the
workshop.

Welcoming the delegates, Prof.
A.G. Madhosh, Director, SRC said
that the main objective of the
workshop is to create and build
a meaningful awareness among the
media persons. “This is rather a
programmed effort to involve
media persons in the literacy
campaign and explore occasions
and strategies to make this task a
big success’’, he said.

In his inaugural speech, Mr.
Ajit Kumar, Vice-Chancellor spoke
about various hurdles which
impede the success of literacy
campaigns/schemes and the spread
of education in J &K State.
Pointing to high drop-out rate in
the State, he observed that the
following were the reasons for it :
1. Lack of attention from

teachers toward students,

2. Lack of parental interest in
getting their wards educated.
and

3. Uninteresting
culum.

school curri-

Mr. Ajit Kumar saw NGOs,
voluntary workers and educated
people’s role as pivotal in making
the literacy a real success, adding
that everyone who has any
interest in the programme also
must contribute his bit.

Prof. Y. R. Malhotra, Vice-
Chancellor, Jammu University who
also spoke on the occasion felt
that students of colleges and uni-
versities had a major role to play
in  popularising literacy pro-
grammes.

Mr. Balraj Puri saw women as
catalysts in the process of spread-
ing education and emphasised
upon educating women as the
first task. Mr. Purialso discussed
the problem of unemployment.
He said that education and emp-
loyment should not oppose each
other but one must help further
the cause of the other.

Suggestions for Amend-
ments of the Constitution
of IAEA

The Executive Committee of
Indian Adult Education Association

has constituted a Sub-
Committee for recommending
amendments to the Consti-
tution of IAEA  under the

Chairmanship of Shri B.S. Garg,
President, IAEA. Suggestions for
Amendments of the Constitution
are invited from the Members of
Association which may be sent to
the General Secretary, Indian
Adult  Education Association,
17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New
Delhi-110002.

(Contd. from page 3)
Missing Political Will

could exert on the existing primary
schools. As it stands, the appoint-
ment, transfers and supervision are
in the hands of the State Govern-
ment. The teachers unions are
powerful and would resist any
effort to make them account-
able to any district or sub-district
body. The experience of Karnataka
has shown that decentralised
authority of the Zilla Parishad
permitted some leverage in district
based appointment of teachers,
construction and maintenance of
school buildings.

However, monitoring, curricu-
lum development, production and
supply of text books and flexible
timings for schools were beycnd
their purview. Even this limited
range of powers did have some
positive impact. Sustained moral
pressure on the primary school
teacher alongside a supportive
environment, special non-formal
centres that generate enthusiasm
for education and provide a head-
start for girls and first generation
school goers could make a dent.

If Education For All is to
become a reality, it would be
necessary to seize the dual

opportunity of  availability of
additional funds for primary edu-
cation and handing basic education
to the Panchayats. The opportu-
nities exist — but is there political
will to seize it ? 0

*Nationalism is greater than
Sectarianism and in that
sense we are Indians first and
Hindus, Musalmans, Parsi

Christians after’’ ol e

—Mahatma Gandhi




Educational Opportunity

GIRLS LAG BEHIND IN 50 COUNTRIES

In 1990, there were 33 million
fewer girls than"boys enrolled in
primary and secondary schools in
India, and equalising enrolment of
the two sexes would have involved
an additional expenditure of $1.4
billion

These sombre statistics are
revealed in “Closing the gender

gap’’, the latest report by the
Washington-based Population
Action International, a private,

non-profit organisation that works
for universal family planning and
reproductive health services, re-
productive freedom for women
and men, and early stabilisation
of world population.

The document makes the point
that despite international progress
in expanding access to schooling,
girls lag significantly behind boys
in educational opportunity in 50
countries., in which 76 million
fewer gitls than boys are enrolled
in primary and secondary schools,
It would cost $ 6.5 billion to close
the gender gap.

Educational opportunities for
girls are worst in Chad, according
to the study, with fewer than one
in 30 girls attending secondary
schools. Adult women, on average,
have less than a month of educa-
tion. At the other end of the scale
is France, where virtually all girls
are enrolled in secondary school
and women have an average of
more than 11 years of education.
The report ranks 110 other coun-
triess between the extremes of
Chad and France on a female

education index based on five
measures of educational attain-
ment for girls.

France ranks, highest on the
100-point scale, with an index
score of 99.7, followed by Canada
(99 4), Finland (98.3), Norway
(98.2), Belgium (97.8), the United
States (97.7) and so on. The
lowest-ranking Chad has a score
of 21.0, followed by Guinea (21.9),
Yemen (24.1). Afghanistan (24.1),
Mali (24.2), Niger (25.0), Pakistan
(27.6), Benin (28.8) and Burkina
Faso (29.6). India’s ranking is
50.4.

“The contrast between women
living in countries at the bottom
and the top of the index is ex-
treme,”* remarks Ms Shanti Conly,
editor of the study and Population
Action International’s director of
policy resea:ich. “In countries like
Chad and Afghanistan, girls have
less than one-in-ten chance of
attending secondary school and
their mothers have, typically, less
than a year of education. On aver-
age, a woman bears six children
and faces the tragedy of losing
one of her children before his or
her first birthday. The average Ame-
rican woman, on the other hand,
has more than 12 years of educa-
tion and bears only two children,
And although infant mortality in
the United States is higher than in
some other wealthy countries,
fewer than one woman in 50 loses
a child before its first birthday ",

The study suggests building
more schools and lecating them

closer to the communities they

serve, hiring more women teachers,
and providing more scholarship
assistance as strategies to encour-
age enrolment of girls in school.

The report points out that out
of the 22 countries with a rank-
ing of 90 points or above, 18 are
Wealthier, industrialised countries.
But Argentina, Mongolia, Israel
and Cuba also fall in the category,
demonstrating that even poorer
countries can achieve equal edu-
cational opportunity for girls if
they have the political will.

“Educating girls is one of the
best investments any country can
make®, said Dr Joseph Spiedel
of Population Action International.
“Closing the gender gap in edu-
cation is a minimal goal, but one
with a price tag that is escalating
rapidly—as is the total educational
bill—in  countries  with rapid
population growth. There is no
time to lose: We need to start
now. Efforts to educate girls will
both help and be helped by efforts
to slow population grow. h",

—Hindustan Times
Feb. 1, 1994
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MAHILA SAMAKHYA

A  Dutch-assisted project,
Mahila Samakhya, which literally
means women's equality through
education, is a women’s empower-
ment project which does not aim
at service delivery but seeks to
bring about a change in women'’s
pereception about themselves and
that of society in regard tO
women’s traditional roles”. It
endeavours to create an environ-
ment for women to seek knowl-
edge and information in order to
make informed choices and create
circumstances in which women
can learn at their own pace and
rhythm. The centrality of education
in the struggle to achieve equality
is an important focus of Mahila

Samakhya.

The nodal point around which
the programme devolves is the
village level ““Mahila Sangha™ or
women'’s collective, which consti-
tutes an easily accessible forum for
women to discuss problems rela-
ting to their daily routine such as
child care, health, fuel, fodder,
drinking water, education ; prob-
lems related to their status, role
within the society and in
the family ; and problems related
to their self-image as women.
These village women's groups set
out their own agenda for education
and collective action. They try
to seek solutions to their problems
by initiating action and pressuring
the block and district structures to

respond.

At least two women from each
village work as activators with the
women's collective, and help to
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catalyse discussion and action.
The process is helped along by a
Sahayogini who is a local women
trained by the programme to facili-
tate and coordinate the activities of
about 10 Sanghas. Their primary
functions are tuned to the needs
of these collectives by way of
providing information. support and
guidance when required, and to
act as a link between village] level
activities and the district imple-
mentation unit of the programme,
The district unit shoulders the
overall responsibilities for the
programme at the district level and
comprises women with experience
in the field of women’s develop-
ment. It also provides resource
support for specific inputs like
education, child care, health etc.
At the state level an autonomous
registered society is an empowered
body set up to take decisions on
the management and financial
aspects of the programme. A State
Project Director cversees the
programme at the state level. The
state level office provides a faci-
litative atmosphere for the conduct
of the programme, the necessary
resource support for the functional
areas of the project and arranges
tor the inter-district linkages of the
programme so as to create a wider
network for the women’s move-
ment. At the national level the
programme is co-ordinated by the
Project Director with guidance
from a national resource group of
eminent women.

Some of the key principles of
the Mahila Samakhya programme

are that :

a) project functionaries and
officials are facilitative and
not directive ;

b) planning, decision-making and
evaluative processes are
accountable to the collective
of village women ;

c) women participants determine
the form, nature, content and
timing of all activities in their
village, and that staff selection
processes are participatory ;
and

d) the programme is not hurried
and does not have ‘targets’,
but is a self-paced process,
built en existing knowledge
and women'’s own priorities for
learning.

As of now the programme is
being implemented in 14 districts,
spread over the four states of Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat and
Andhra Pradesh. Mahila Samakhya
has played a lead role in the total
literacy campaign in the districts
of Gujarat and Karnataka and is
engaged in providing alternative
avenues of education like NFE in
Uttar Pradesh.

—Education for All :
The Indian Scene

Bound Volumes of

INDIAN JOURNAL OF
ADULT EDUCATION

from 1983 onwards are available
Price Rs. 100
per bound volume
Write to :
Indian Adult Education
Association

17-B, Indraprastha Estate
New Delhi-110002




Documents

Pillai, K.5. ABC of Non-formal

Education, New Delhi; Indian

Adult Education Association, 1993
P. 82, Rs. 40/~

The document consists of 10
Chapters. Chapter 1, presents
some characteristic features and
drawbacks of the formal system of
education and gives meaning and
characteristics of non-formal edu-
cation. This part also gives a list of
programmes of non-formal system
of education which can
overcome serious defects of the
formal education system. Scope,
objectives and relevance of non-
formal education are discussed in
chapter 2, Planning of non-formal
education programmes is discussed
in Chapter 3. It also gives various
intiatives  undertaken for the
development of non-formal edu-
cation in India. Chapter 4 'presents
types, qualities and training of
non-formal education personnel.
Psychology of non-formal learners
is discussed in Chapter 5. It also
discusses learning systems, basic
assumptions in adult learning and
various theories of learning. Under
chapter 6 agencies involved in
non-formal education are given.
These are divided into National
Agencies, Regional Agencies and
some other agencies such as
YMCA, YWCA, Youth Clubs, Arts
Clubs etc. Curriculum — meaning,
principles and dimensions are
dealt in Chapter 7. It also dis-
cusses objectives of the non-
formal education—curriculum, 1ts
guiding principles in the process
of curricul.m development and
content areas. Chapter 8 is devoted
to curriculnm development in non~

formal education. It discusses
meaning of curriculum develop-
ment, elements of curriculum and
curriculum objectives for out of
school youth. Chapter 9 presents
principles, methods and media in
relation to teaching adults. Eva-
luation—its meaning and scope
and types of evaluation are dis-
cussed in Chapter 10. Chapter 11
highlights financial support for
non-formal education. Questions
for self study and a bibliography
are given at the end of the docu-
ment,

Shah; =Sy
Cooperation in Adult Education,

International
AU AR

iences of cooperating for literacy ?
In the process of answering these
questions, the study points out
that though Indo-British Cooper-
ation in adult education has been

‘mutually benenficial for the deve-

lopment of adult education in .
both the countries. This study ob-
serves that British specialists and
bilateral programme have played
a key role in sustaining British
influence on Indian  University
adult education during the last two
decades.

Bhola, H.S, Evaluating “Liter-

British Indo-Scenario, New Delhi,

Adult Continuing Education and
Extension Unit, School of
Social Science |; Jawaharlal
Nehru University, 1993, 13 p.

By making use of unpublished
reports of the British and Indian
adult educators, this study high-
lights some of the experiences,
concerns and contributions of
the British Adult Educators who
were associated with Indian Adult

Education.

The study attempts to answer
the following questions : What
were the main concerns, channels
and strategies of cooperation ?
What were the experiences of key
people associated with Indo-British
Projects in adult education ? Did
the cooperation fpave the way for
any innovation or reform in adult
education or generated any con-
flicts or lead to any erisis ? What
was the impact of co-operation on
the development of adult education
in India and Britain ? Can effective-
hess of cooperation be enhanced ?
What insights and learning can
be derived from the past exper-

acy for Development” : Projects,
Programmes  and Campaigns.
Hamburg, Unesco Institute for

Education and German Foundation
for International Development.
1990. 306p.

This book presents a compre-
hensive treatment of evaluation
covering evaluation theory, plan-
ning and practice. Instead of sets
of procedures that can be applied
indiscriminately to all situations,
the document presents some
questions and guidelines which
need to be considered in order to
design realistic, appropriate, strate-
gies for formative and summative
evaluation. It also covers practical
aspects of evaluation, with exa-
mples of case studies, question-
aires, instruments and process
drawn both from the author's own
experience in the field and from
other actual projects.

The document consists of six
parts. Part| discusses questions
of definition, context, objectives
and functions of evaluation and
presents description and analysis
of evaluation paradigms and
madels.
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In part 1l the interrelated pro-
cess of evaluation planning and
evaluation management’ are dis-
cussed. An evaluation planning
approach and an evaluation mana-
gement approach have been ex-
plained and demonstrated.

Part 11l discusses the ‘informa-
tion Management System’ " (MIS).
Under this part, it discusses
(1) Management - Information
System (MIS)—Theory, Questions
and Design (2) Writing a Proposal
for Developing an MIS (3) Tools
and Techniques of Implementing
an MIS: Concept Analysis. Writing
Indicators, Making Tests of
Achievement, Testing Attitudes,
Observing Actions and Results,
Data Analysis, and Writing Periodi-
cal and Special Reports Based on

MIS Data.

Part IV and V discuss evalua-
tion in Naturalistic and Rationa-
listics Modes respectively.

Part VI discusses the politics
of evaluation and the need to
establish evaluation standards for

Meta-evaluation.

Learners Evaluation of Midna-

pur Total Literacy Campaign : A

Report (30th April_1992). Midna-
pur Literacy and Immunization
Mission Cell, Office of the District
Magistrate, 1992. 98p.

The report shows that Total
Literacy Campaign of Midnapur
was expected to cover (13,649,306
adults and 2,77,424 NFE age
group learners. The campaign was
launched on September 8, 1990.
In the first week of January, 1992
the total number of learners conti-
puing in  literacy centres was
14,18,895. By the end of

February, 1992, about 11,06,051
learners were found eligible for
evaluation,

, External evaluation was carried
out on 19,899 learners representing
7 sub-divisions and 54 blocks and
11 urban units in Midnapur. 207
villages and 5 Municipal wards
were chosen as sample for con-
ducting external  evaluation,
9,13,134 learners took the internal

evaluation test.

Test was constructed according
to NLM norms. 50% each in reading.
writing and arithmetics and 607;
in aggregate was decided to be
the cut off mark. Same test paper
was used for external and internal
evaluations,

Out of 19,899 learners, 15441
or 77.60% seem to have attained
literacy according to NLM norms.
The minimum possible percentage
of success was ascertained to be
71.64% and maximum possible
rate of success was 78.32%.

On the basis of average success
rate of 77.60% it appears that
about 8.58 lakh learners out of
target of about 16.47 lakh have
recched NLM norms and post
literacy programmes have to be
offered to them.

The study also shows that
literacy rate of population aged
about 6 years has gone up to
about 82%, as a result of TLC.

Laszlo, Harangi and Janos,
Toth Sz _@_ﬂlsy Folk High Schools

_in Hungary. Adult Education and

No. 40, 1993,

Development,
pp. 261-271.

The article discusses important
fcatures of the folk high school

movement in Hungary specially the
the Gypsy Folk High Schools.

The following types of folk
high schools have been established
in Hungary :

—general, cultural folk high
schoaols;
—Self government folk high

schools;
—Communal, minority and public
life folk high schools;
—enterpreneurial folk
schools;

—social folk high schools for the
unemployed.

high

There are short-term (lasting a
week or fortnight) residential folk
high school courses, weekend
courses, and evening or full-time
day intentive courses. Folk high .
schools in Hungary are initiated
and maintained by civic organi-
zations, associations established
especially for this purpose and
local self-governments. Folk High
Schools are set up on a social basis,
which has been the tradition of
the movement. The folk high
school movement in Hungary,
which is independent of the poli-
tical parties, is coordinated by the
Hungarian Folk High School
Society on a self-government,
federal basis.

The primary goal of the Gypsy
folk high schools is to train
leaders, that is, professicnal and
informal community dav:lopment
amimators, organizers and leaders
from among the members of the

Gypsy  communities.  Another
primary goal of the folk high
schools, in addition tc 'training

leaders, is strengthening the self-
confidence and identity of the
Gypsy population,
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Ajmer Conference,
June 16-18, 1994
Rs.2423 Crore for Education The 45th All India Adult

in 1994-95

A sum of Rs.2423 crore has been
budgeted for Education in 1994-95.
This 1§ Rs.231 crore more than the
amount provided for in 1993-94.

There has been a Rs.BO crore
increase in the budget for elementary
education from Rs.443 crore last year
to Rs.523 crore this year. The
teacher training programme gets
Rs.215 crore and non formal education
Rs.131 crore. There is an 1ncrease
of HRs.20 crore  for  Navodaya
Vidyalayas (to provide  quality
gducation for talented children in
rural areas). The 339 Navodaya
Schools get almost Rs.202 crore  as

against Rs.185 crore for the 794
Kendriya Vidyalayas.
The University and  higher

education budget has gone up from
Rs,546 crore to Rs.587 crore and
resources for adult education will go
up from Rs.170 crore to Rs.216 crore.

As a part of the prograsme for
development of the north eastern
egion, for the first time Rs. eight
Crore has been allocated for setting
P ragional institute of Science and
'®Chnology at Itanagar.

The MWorld Bank will provide
Rs.620 crore for UP Basic Education
Project designed to  strengthen
primary schools, non-formal education,
teacher  training and  wWomen's
education, The UP  Government
contribution will be Rs.108 crore.

The Bihar, MP and Rajasthan
Governments  are  also  getting
international assistance to

strengthen primary education, non-
formal education and adult literacy
programmes sp as to achieve Lhe
objective of ‘Education for All' by
the year 2000. .

The budget of Department of
tulture under HRD has been cut from
Rs.184 crore in 1993-94 to Rs.179

_crore in 1994-95.

The budget for department of
wosen and child development has gone
up from Rs.622 crore to Rs.705 crore.

The budget for ICDS (Integrated
¢ Development Service) has been

Ghik 5.473 crore to Rs.536

increased froa R
crore.

Education Conference will be held in
Ajmer on June 15-18, 1994.The
conference being organised by the
Indian Adult Education Association in
collaboration with Rajasthan
Vidyapeeth Kul will be attended by
about 300 delegates from various
parts of the country. They will
represent the Governmental
organisations, NGOs, Universities,
Colleges, TLC projects, SRCs, Shramik
Vidyapeeths and other educational
institutions,

The theme is "Total Literacy in
the Context of Education for All by
2000".

The 1992 & 1993 Nehru and Tagore
Literacy MAwards for outstanding
contribution in the promotion of
literacy will be presented during the
inaugural function of the conference.
Dr. Malcolm 5 Adiseshiah, Prof. BB
Mohanty and Shri VS Mathur will
receive the 1992 and 1993 Mehru
Literacy Awards. The Tagore Literacy
fwards will be presented to Dr.Chitra
Naik (1992) and Smt. Aruna Asaf Ali
(1993). .

The -rast date for registration
of delegates is Way 15, 1994.

The venue is Regional College of
Education, Ajmer. The  lodging
arrangements are also in the same
College.
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A New Impetus to Elementary
Education and Adult Literacy
in Bangladesh

A poor widower withdraws his
fifth-grade daughter from school,
despite the strong protests from her
classmates and the teacher. He needs
somebody to cook his lunch and bring
it to him in the field where he
works. At home, the man’s blind and
aging mother reprimands him and
offers to do the job. “You? How can
you? You are blind” he replies
angrily. “What I can ses being
blind, you cannot see with your eyes
open” replies the old lady.

The message is being broadcast
regularly on national television in
Bangladesh.

There is now a very tangible new
pomentun  and  dynamism in  the
government’s and the non-governmental
community’s desire to do something
gubstantial in the field of mass and
adult education.

fs a nation, we have always been
good on goals and objectives. It was
recommended as early as in 1944 that
primary education for the 6-14 age-
group be wmade free, universal and
compulsory, along with a pre-school
progranme for 3-6 year-olds. Primary
education is now compulsery, but only
since last year.

Hore Pragmatic

Otherwise, in 1993, the rest of
the programme is still waiting to be
carried out - the difference now is
that the the problems have become
auch largér and more complex.
Tempered by the experience of our
lipited ability to deliver and
implement @ programme, a more
pragmatic attitude marks the current
approach to EFA’s goals.

2

Bangladesh now hopes by the Year
2000, to have 18.2 million primary
children enrolled in school, and an
adult literate population of 37.1
pillion. If the plan is properly
implemented, overall literacy 1is
expected to rise from 24.8 percent of
the population in 1991 to 38.%
percent in 1995 and 55.4 percent in
the year 2000.

Crossing the 50 percent bench-
mark” in literacy will be a
significant breakthrough in what
appeared to be, over many years, an
insoluble.

In 1991, only 12.9 naillion of
the 17 million school-age children
went to school. Of them, 60 percent
dropped out and only 40 percent
reached grade V.

If wastage from drop-outs and
grade repetition could be saved, the
goal of universal primary education
would perhaps not appear as difficult
a5 it does now. The projected drop-
out rate for 1995 is 48 percent, and
for the year 2000, 30 percent.

Access to schools also remains a
serious problem. During the 1985-91
period, enrolment in primary schools
increased by 66 percent. The number
of primary schools of all types
increased from 44,220 fo 49,539,
during the same period, And in 1992
there were a total 50,314 primary
schools of all types in Bangladesh.
If the EFA goals are to be achieved,
we need to build at least 54,640
additional classrooms by 1995, and a
further 43,600 classrooms by the year

2000.

| g

construction of new

However,
classrooms requires enornous
resources which Bangladesh does not
have at the moment - and time: it 1is
estimated that it takes three to five
years to complete any construction
work in schools. Underdeveloped road
links, too many rivers or streams add

to the difficulties of getting
children to classes.
Another important constraint

that we need to face in Bangladesh is
the shortage of primary school
teachers. As of September 1992,
there was about one teacher for every
66 students. MNew government norms
requiring this ratio to be cut to
1:50 at the primary level, nean
another 50,532 teachers must be

found immediately. B8y 1995 an extra
2,448 teachers will be needed and by
2000, 145,648 more.

Bangladesh also needs to get
more girls and women into school.
Despite some improvements, only 69
percent of girls attend school as
against Bl percent of boys.

Improved Quality

A more consistent effort has
been made to improve the quality and
content of education. The National
Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB)
has been working to make curricula
nore relevant, work-oriented and
development-focussed. However it is
still too theoretical and a bit too
heavy.

The NGOs have developed some
very  simple, and scientific
curricula, but these are mainly
confined to adult literacy activities
- another field that requires a
tremendous effort.

The national action plan aims to
make 27.1 million adults, or 40
percent of the total adult illiterate
population, literate by 1995. The
target for the year 2000 is 46.9
million or 62 percent.

contd, ....p/6b
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Devotion in social work stressed

The former President of India,
Giani Zail Singh said that social
Workers should undertake their work
with devotion and determination and
+ should not expect rewards for doing
the work. He said the voluntary
organisations should be considered as
a partner in the development and
welfare work undertaken by the
Government and should be adequately
funded soas to reach the last man in
the ladder. He said voluntary
organisations know the pulse of the
people and are best suited for social
work.

Giani Zail Singh was speaking as
the Chief Guest at the two-day All
India Conference of Voluntary Social
Agencies and Workers organised by the
Association of  Voluntary Secial
Agencies and Workers - India in MNew
Delhi on February 25, 1994,

Earlier,  inaugurating the
Conference, Shri Charti Lal Goel,
Speaker, Delhi Legislative Assembly
said that sacial workers should
create awareness which could enthuse
the youth to work for the national
development. He said that social
wWorkers should agitate against the
vulgar display of wealth by the rich
people so that the poor should not
enulate  thea and indulge  in
corruption.

He said that the Government on
its own could not solve many of the
People’s problems and veluntary
Organisations were the best suited to
Uplift the down trodden.  The
Yoluntary organisations, he said,
Should work for the social, economic,
®ducational and cultural problems of
the community.

Panel  Discussion on  the
following theses were organised
Child and Women MWelfare; Social
Defence Programmes (against Crinme,

Alcoholism and Drugs, Gambling,
Prostitution, Beggary, Corruption
etc.); Handicapped & Senior Citizens:
Programmes for Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes; Slua
Improvement & Urban  Community
Developeent; Rural Community
Development; Adult and  Non-formal
Education; and Health & Family

Welfare.

The valedictory address was

delivered by Shri SP Ratawal,
Minister  for  Social  Welfare,
Government of Delhi. Prof. KD

Gangrade, former Pro Vice-Chancellor,
University of Delhi presided.

The two-day Conference was
attended by about 100 workers of
social  welfare/education agencies
from different parts of the country.

Community Action for
Sustainable Development

The International Association
for  Comsunity Development  has
announced its next international
conference to be held at Cotonou,
Benin, from 5-9 December 1994. The
theme will be “Cossunity action for
sustainable development and
reinforcement of democracy’. Further
information can be had from

pssociation internationale de
¥ .

develappement et d action

copmunautaires, rue du Debarcadere

179,6001 Mdarcinelle, Belgique.

—

it's Never Too Late

Published by Ruskin College,
It’s Never Too Late is a coapendiua
of learning activities designed for
small groups of people who want to
put together a varied programme for
themselves. The pack grew out of a
community centre-based project in
Oxford involving older learners aged
from their 60s through to their 90s.
Theys had all left school at the
earliest possible age and none had
participated since then in any formal
educational activities. A variety of
people from various groups and
organisations,  including older
learners themselves, have developed
the naterials for a wider use. The
emphasis  has been to  develop
enjoyable and stimulating learning
experiences for groups and the self-
contained tapics do not require group
leaders with special  training.
Available at 5 pounds (excluding pep)
from  Agewell, Ruskin  Learning
Project, Ruskin College, Walton
Street, Oxford OX1 2HE, England.

Denmark on the front
line in adult education

Denmark is on the front line in
the European Community as far as
adult education is concerned. Each
year more than half of all adults
participate in adult education. Over
a 5-year period the number represents
more than three quarters of the total
population,

The reason for this 18 the
desire to improve the employment
situation for those millions who run
a risk of being excluded from the

labagr Rarket because of insufficient
qualifications.



Population boom to stymie growth

On account of the wnusually
youthful age structure, for numerous
nations the coming decades will bring
gven greater increases in absolute

numbers than anything they have
experisnced hitherto, the draft
document of the UN International

Conference  on  Population  and
Developeent scheduled to bs held in
Cairo in September this year has
warned.

Consequently, population
movements within countries and across
borders, and the uneven distribution
of population, including the very
rapid growth of cities, will continue
ard increase in the future affecting
socio-economic  development,  the
environment and natural resources,
the report said.

It further said that despite
decadas of development efforts both
the gaps between the rich and the
poor nations, and the inequalities
within  nations, have  actually
widened,

Serious economic, social and
gender inequities persist and hamper
efforts to improve the quality of
life for hupdreds of millions of
people, especially women.

The number of people living in
poverty, who are  malnourished,
illiterate, in poor health, and in
substandard  housing stands  at
approvimately  one billion  and
continues to mount,

And widespread poverty raemains
the major challenge to development
efforts,

&

Poverty is often accompanied by
illiteracy, low status of women, and
limited access to  health and
family planning services. All of
these factors contribute to high
level of fertility, morbidity and
mortality, as well as to low economic
productivity.

Poverty is also closely related
to unsustainable use of such natural
resources as land and water, and to
serious environmental degradation.
Achieving sustainable development is
therefore linked with alleviating
poverty, and eliminating poverty
requires sustained economic growth,
the report pointed out.

The report further said that in
post countries, efforts to achieve
aconomic progress and reduce poverty
can be reinforced by  slowing
population growth.

National Essay
Competition on
Adult Education

The  Dirgctorate of  Adult
Education, Government of India, has
announced National Essay Competition
on various  themes  concerning
Literacy/adult Education from
students, teachers, professionals in

English or Hindi.

The prizes on following themes
will be given:

I.  For students of Secondary/Senior
Secondary levels {3000 words)

“Promotion of Literacy through:,
the School Systes” or “The Literacy
Campaign, A People’s Campaign”.

Prizes First Rs.5,000, Second
Rs.3,000, Third Rs.2,000 and a few
consolation prizes of Rs.1,000 each.

2.  For students of Graduate/Post
Graduate levels (3000 words)

“Literacy For Liberation® or
“Literacy and Unity".

Prizes First Rs.10,000, Second
Rs.6,000, Third Rs.4,000 and a few
consolation prizes of Rs.2,000 each.

3. For teachers of Primary/Middle
/Secondary levels (5000 words)

“Education for All" or “Literacy
for Empowerment”.

Prizes First Rs.12,000, Second
Rs.9,000, Third Rs.7,000 and a few
consolation prizes of Rs.2,000 each.

Professionals
Professors,
Editors,

4, For
(Educationists,
Journalists,  Writers,
Columnists etc.) (5000 words)

“Role of Media in the Promotion
of Literacy” or ‘Literacy for the
Oppressed.

Prizes First Rs.15,000, Second

Rs.12,000, Third Rs.9,000 and a few
consolation prizes of Rs.3,000 each,

The last date is May 15, 1994,

Further information : Director,

Directorate of Adult Education, Block
No. 10,
Road, Mew Delhi - 110 011.

Jamnagar House, Shahjahan

[ do not want my house f be walled

in on all gides and my windows to be stuffed,

[ want the culbures of all lands to be

blown ahout my house ag freely as possible,

Hutfrefuumhebhmaffayfeetbyw.
wnlandhi
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Innovation key to success
of Syrian literacy effort

Inaginative planning and strict
enforcement of the law along with the
active 1involvesent of women has led
to Syria making remarkable progress
in  the field of education,
particularly for women. It was in
the early seventies when illiteracy
among wWomen was as high as 73 per
cent that it was decided to tackle
the problem on a priority basis.
Today the general level of literacy
is as much as 80 ‘per cent.

Ms Ghada al Jabi the director of
literacy and member of the powerful
Syrian Women's Union (SWU) says that
Syria was one of the first countries
to the region to understand the
inportance of tackling illiteracy and
the benefits this would have for the
economy and society.” The law which
stipulates that children in the age
group six-nine must attend school has
been adhered to strictly and special
classes have been formulated for the
age group 10-11 to ensure that they
continue in the school system,” she
says. According to Ms al Jabi, they
realised long ago that the only way
to ensure that women were able to
exercise their rights was to make
them literate,

RESPONSIBILITIES DEVOLVED : In a
country which 1s  predominantly
agricultural, this proved difficult.
But the SWU developed
responsibilities to each province and
interacted closely with peasants
Unions to enable women engaged in
agricultural work to avail some of
the opportunities offered. Ms Raja
al Jein, head of the bureau of
information at SWU attributes the
Success of the literacy drive to the

dissemination of relevant
Inforpation. “We have half hourly
Slot on radio once a week. Rather

than preach the virtues of literacy,
we concentrate of highlighting the
related aspects of literacy like
health, family planning and even
culture all packaged in language that
rural women can relate to," she says.

The head of SHU, Ms Bashira
Tawakalna identifies the elderly as a
problem area. But she is very upbeat
about the situation of women in the
country today. °“All universities and
other institutions of higher learning
have directives from the government
to admit women on a preferential
basis. Alongside we have Worked on
men all over the country through our
180,000 members to afford women the
time to pursue studies.”

The problem of high birth rates
has all along been a particular
problem. But, says Ms Tawakalna,
they hit upon the idea of using the
Koran to spread awareness about the
benefits of limiting one’s family.
“The Koran calls for the limitation
of children, in fact it also suggests
a space of two years between each
child. MWe can use this to our
advantage and it has already produced
results,” she says.

UNSTINTING SUPPORT The
government’s unstinting support in
the field of education has been
invaluable. It not only funds the
SWU but the president himself
reqularly emphasises the need for
ipproving the lot of women through
education.

indla, US to work
for
adult literacy

Inde-United States Sub-cosmittee
on Education on Culture in its 20th
anniversary joint session. identified
adult literacy as an area of common
interest - and decided to synthesise
experiences  on strategies  for
community involvement ang
participation for a decisive thrust
to the literacy programme underway in
India,

Wrapping up the discussions in
Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi, co-
chairman of the sub-commission Ram
Niwas Mirdha said : " We  want
to familiarise ourselves with the
American  experience in making
education available to people of
diverse ethnic origin, with their

different language and cultural
affiliations,
e was of the view that the

effort underway in the United States
to familiarise the immigrants with
“the metaphors of the country”, could
set new directions for the literacy
drive in India.

Talking to the
the sub-commission,
Prime  Minister py Narasiaha Rag
stressad that a strong literacy
programme must precede the Indo-ys
Education and  Culture Sub-
Commission’s thrust for information
technalocy transfer,

aembers of
a day earlier,

He said information technology
would be successful only when the
bulk of Indian socisty was literate,
Hence, literacy and information
technology should go hand in hand.

Literacy programmes should be considered an
initial stage in the development of long-term
efforts to support learning and soclal development




International
Conference on
Population and
Development

The International Conference on
Population and Development will be
held in Cairo (Egypt)on September 5-
13, 1994.  The theme of the
conference will be the inter-
connections  between  population,
sustained  economic  growth  and
sustainable development. Within this
overall theme, six issues have been
highlighted as requiring particular
attention in the next decade.

| The world has been witnessing a rapid
growth in population over the past 50
years. The world’s population has
increased from 2.7 billion to .5
billion, as a result of positive
changes leading to a reduction in
human mortality rate. Current
projections place global population
in the area of 10 billion by the year
2050 as opposed to the 5 billion of
today. Population growth is expected
to lessen and stabilize at about 1l
or 12 billion by the year 2100.

a) Population growth and the change
in demographics, particularly
questions of ageing populations;

policies  and
emphasis on
international
resources  for

b) Population
programpes  with an
national and
mobilization  of
developing countries;

c) Inter-relationships  between
population, development and the
environment;

d)  Distribution of population and
the sacio-economic factors involved
in the internal migration, the impact
on urban/rural development and the
consequences  of international

migration;

g)  Population and enhancing the
roles and socio-economic status of
women with particular reference to
women’s access to resources and the
provision of services;

f) Family planning programaes,
health and family well-being.

a new impetus.........
contd  from...p/2

At least one literacy centre
will be established in each village
within the next two years with the
cooperation of local bodies or NGOs.
The government will provide salary
support for the teacher.  Model
courses of 4-6 months duration,
covering literacy, numeracy and life
skills will also be prepared.

There is a new climate of
confidence in the air. With the
gradual stabilization of democracy
and accountable government, the focus
on development issues are very auch

on the rise. As more than public
becomes aware of the development
challenges, the centrality of

education becomes obvious. Perhaps
the blind are beginning to see.

Hahfuz fnan
- Unesco Sources No.53
December 1993

Bound Volumes of

INDIAN JOURNAL. OF
ADULT EDUCATION

from 1283 onwarde are avallable

Price Rs.100

per bound volume
Wiite to:

ADULT EDUCATION

ASSOCIATION

47-8, indraprastha Estate,
New Dethl - 110 002

INDIAN

1992 J Roby Kidd
Award

The Award was given to Sebastian
Diaz  Ruiz of \Venezuela, for
innovations 1in the fields of adult
education, particularly the
development of educational programmes
aimed at giving university credits to
learning experiences. The award was
also given in recognition of his work
in training adult educators in his
country as well as in the Spanish
speaking Caribbean and Latin America.

done
advising

Mr. Diaz Ruiz has
outstanding  work  in
universities in implementing
professional programmes for adult
educators and divising accreditation
methods for experience, thereby
combining popular knowledge and
participatory research as  main
ingredients of popular education.
Currently Mr. Diaz Ruiz is working in
training Venezuelan peasants.

Scholarships
Available

The International Bureau of
fducation in Geneva has a limited
nuaber of grants available to
documentalists and librarians from
organizations specializing in
educational documentation. The grant
provides for a training pericd of up
to six months at the IBE 1in Geneva
during which time the documentalists
have the opportunity to familiarize
themselves with the modern techniques
of organizing, storing and accessing
the documentation. The candidates
should have training in library
science and documentation procedures
as well as professional experience.
For more information contact the
International Bureau of Education,
Case Postale 199, 1211 Geneve 20,
Switzerland.




Documents

Dhara Vir, "Development of Human
Interests”, New Delhi, Indian Adult
Education Association, 1993 Rs.40

It is primarily a contribution
to our knowledge in the field of
adult psychology and developmental
disciplines. The study surveys major
eapirical studies in men and women’s
interests, and educational needs of
adolescents, young adults and older
people engaged in self-development in
rural India. Also it discusses how
adult interests and other variables
of human personality can be developed
in terms of cultural values. At some
length, the study deals with members’
interests in rural  cooperative
societies,  cooperative values,
motivation for cooperation and the
socio-economic development efforts,
under the cooperative movement.
Nevertheless, the main study on adult
interests (Chapter II) focusses on
the reading and other leisure-time
pursuits of Hindi-Speaking villagers,
living in the northern plains of
India. Based on this field study,
some general conclusions have been
drawn and some suggestions for
Adult/Cooperative Education are nade
by the author.

The study argues that interests
are emotional attitudes energising
motives and thoughts. Interests are
persopality  traits  which  are
considered stable. It 18 said that
one's occupations may change but not
his/her interests. Based on the
knowledge of human psychology the
educators may be able to guide mature
adults to some extent in
educational endeavour. However, for
enduring success learners’ interests
and educational needs be ohjective;y
studied and should cater to them 1n
youth and adult education programmes
by providing information on  the
resylts and techniques of  his

studies.

their

In conclusion, the author points
out some of the scientific
advancements made in psychology and
allied sciences and again emphasizes
on the need for adopting scientific
outlook by the researchers and field
workers in developing various facets
of learners’ personality through well
planned  educational  prograemes.
Towards the end, he presents the
Eastern and the Westerm views on
human development, the development of
hunan personality (interests and
values).

The book also deals in brief
with  the modern advances in
Psychology (consciousness, spiritual
psychology and New Psychology) and
anticipates more studies in the field
of sciences related to - Human
Development (HD). For that inter-
disciplinary approaches 1involving
social sciences such as psychology,
sociology,  anthropology, human
ecology, management, communication
and education are to be used, in the
East as well as in the West.

At the end, a select
bibliography on subject is given
which includes books, doctoral theses
and papers/articles on Aduit |/
educational psychology, as published
in  the Indian Journal of Adult
Education till 1990.

: A Case Study in
Literacy,  Adult Education  and
Econonic Development in India. Dallas
Susmer Institute of Linguisties and
the University of Texas at Arlington,
1991, 149 p.

This nmonograph provides  a
detailed description of the history
and development of Adivasi Oriya-
Telugu Adult-literacy and Education
Programme among the Adiva§i Oriya
speaking  ethnic  community  in
visakhapatnam District in the state
of Andhra Pradesh. The material has
been presented in four major parts:

Part 1 presents the backaround
of the project. A general outline of
the different tribal communities is
given - their languages and the
geographical areas in which they are
located, transportation and
communication facilities into and
within the areas during the project
period, and the socic economic
situation of the tribal people.
Their educational background is
described, both in its traditional
and modern forms.  Finally the
development activities of both the
central and state governments are
given along with an indication of the
response of the tribal people to
these activities.

Part IT describes in detail the
Adivasi Adult Literacy and Education
Programme.

Part III gives the outcome and
inpact of the project during the four
year period 1984-1987.

Part 1V presents plans for the
future, especially as they pertain to
moving into a partially self-managing
and self supporting mode.

Unesco. Education for ALl : Status
and Trends. Paris, Unesco, 1993, ¢8
E'—

The report presents a graphical
overview of the situation and current
trends 1in basic education using the
latest available data for selected
indicators.

Primary schooling, the “cutting
edge of basic education®, is the
focus of this volume.

Twe sections of
contain data for certain specific
countries. The central section,
entitled “Status of Basic Education
in Developing Countries®, presents
data on five sigmficant variables
for 87 countries and ranks them
according to their net enrolment
ratio (NER) for primary schooling.
The section also shows another
ranking according to an "Experimental
Basic Education Index". The final
section presents "EFA process data”
for 121 countries,
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Reddy, V Eswara, P Sandeep; P. 25 To spell out the functions and ghould have two types of
Satyanarayan, Bds. Beport of the  powers of  Village  Bducation  pnamely the earmarked funds as a
Seminar o1 Village  Bducation  (Committees. regular budget provision made by the
Committees, November 21-29, ;9931 panchayat and other funding agencies
Visskhapatnam,  Andhra  Pradesh. AL and locally generated from the people
Hyderabed, Bducation for ALl State 3, To workout the linkages between (iths coaminttl

Advocacy Forum, University College of
Bducation Premiges, QOsmania
University, 1993, 63 p.

. is _a repart aof a
geminar which was organised in
responge fo the Government of India
policy to decentralise the management
of basic and mass  education,
particularly primary education and
literacy. The  recent T3rd
congtitutional amendment seeking to
create Panchayati Raj System and to
entrust many developmental fumction
including education to Panchayati Raj
bodies wes another factor to organise
the seminar.

The following were the specific
objectives:

B To  workout appropriate
composition end situation of the
Village Education Committees.
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the Village Education Committees and
other Departments like Rducationm,
Panchayati Raj, Women and Child
Departments etc,

{, To identify the training needs
of those involved in the Village
Education Committees.

Among the major recommendations
Were!

1. There should be statutory
committees with menagesent, legal and
financial functions duly authorised
by an act or Government order.

2 The  village education
comnittee’s functional jurisdiction
ghould be linited to the institutions
and activities related to basic
education, namely primary education,
early childhood care and education
including anganvadies/balwadies, non-
formal education centres, adult
education, rural libraries etc.

3, The village education committee

---------------------

pirector, Indian Adult Education Asseciation,
at Prabhat Publicity, MWew Delhi - 110 002

4, The
progranme of VES members,
mandal  level and district level
functionaries connected with
education should be developed on the
following broad aspects to
understand and articulate the spirit
and objectives of decentralized and
participatory  role of  village
comaunity in sanaging its
institutions and activities; to
understand the objectives, functions
and powers of wvillage education
connittee; to acquire administrative
and managerial abilities required for
effective functioning ag members of
village education committees; to
acquire strategies and techniques of

social mobilization including
resource mobilization:; to acquire the
ability to communicate effectively
and forge -linkages with the other

teachers,

relevant institutions and agencies;
and to understand hroadly the
curriculum and learning resources
required in various educational

activities at village level.
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