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| SAIYIDAIN PUSSES AW AY
■ IAEA Condoles His Death

W EnPr0J T dLy -ref et record the death,  ,of Educational Adviser to Rampur State and to the 
Tt - w . . yida,n’ former Secretary of the Government of Bombay after independence In

1971 I n N w M h W  “ “ S f 0 0,1 D“ embe" 9' 1«0  he joined lie  o lv e r n m n lo f M ia S 'jo i  197 i New Delhi. He was 67. Educational Adviser and became the Secretary of
Dr. Saiyidain was connected with the Indian !̂ .e Education Ministry in 1956. He was also the 

Adult Education Association since its inception and Director of the Asian Institute of Educational 
was its President during 1955-56. He delivered the Planning and Administration, New Delhi, 
first Zakir Husain Memorial Lecture instituted by To pay homage and tribute to the denarted soul 
the Association on “Humanism of Dr. Zakir the Association organised a condolence meeting at 
Husain” m Madras m December, 1970. its headquarters in New D elh io n  DeSmbS® 30,

He was a member of the Nehru Literacy Award ^71 . Dr. D.S. Kothari, Chairman, University 
Committee set-up by the Executive Committee of Grants Commission, presided. Others who spoke on 
^  l i d i n n  lhe occas,on were: Sliri J.C. Mathur, Dr. P.D. Shukla.
the Associate . Dr S Mathah Sarvshri Veda Prakasha, N.R. Gupta

T-, CoidiHain presided over the Fourth All India and J.L. Sachdcva. 
j  u r j  y t i l l  ^Conference • of the Indian Adult 

Adult Educat Trivandrum in December, _  .
Education Association in 1 Resolution

194.6.' o p mssing away of Dr. Saiyidain the This meeting passed the following resolution:
Witn tn 1 acjuit education in particular ‘‘This condolence meeting organised by the

education in g ‘ §0ft jpoken Dr. Saiyidain Indian Adult Education Association places on record
has suffered a grea .ĝ  a grea£ scholar, a its deep sense of loss and sorrow on the very sad
was an eminent eaa,- tinsujshed litterateur. and sudden demise of Dr. K.G. Saiyidain, former
prolific writer, and a aisi b President of the Indian Adult Education Association

Dr. Saiyidain took December 19’ 1971 at New DeIhi-
the Aligarh University witn a (0 obtain a “ In his passing away the country has lost an
to London on a State SCDT y -versjty of London, eminent educationist, a great scholar, a distinguished
diploma in education at t̂he um^ Education at litterateur, a prolific writer and adult education
Later he took a Master’s Degree vVas appointed movement a practical leader and an enthusiastic 
Leeds and on his return to Udw A,igarh. exponent.
Principal of the Training °* ° o-ative capa- “ The Association deeply mourns his loss and

His first assignment in an admlJ!S nt of conveys its heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved 
city was as Director of Educ .too, ^  ioccWlwly famtly.
Kashmir m 1939. Dr. Saiyiaai



&V4"" The Indian Adult Education Association with
^ ‘r'y 3|t) “ i a  financial assistance from the Indian Freedom from

Hunger Campaign Society has again taken in hand 
BEL -the project of Correspondence Education for

Farmers involved in the Farmers Education and 
Functional Literacy Projects in the State of 

Dutta Invited to Attend International Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Expert Meeting on Comparative Adult Education Haxyana, Himachal Pradesh and Delhi.

The International Expert Meeting on Comparative The project will involve about 2000 farmers who 
Adult Education will be held in Denmark from have completed the functional literacy course for
January 16 to 23, 1972. Dr. John Lowe, Director, farmers. Fortnightly letters, entitled Af Bate
a , , ‘ , c  . A, . c . will be issued which will disseminate knowledge and
Adult Education and Extra-Mural Studies, inforrnation to neo-literate farmers about the various
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, will be the cropS! animal husbandry, dairy farming etc. This
Chairman. will also develop among the farmers the skills of

reading and writing with a view to enable them to 
The Danish Ministry of Education has invited pursue further education through self-study.

Shri S C. Dutta, Hony. General Secretary of the
Indian Adult Education Association to attend the The Association has already successfully tried 

.. „ this project for six months in the Rohtak District of
meeting- Haryana in 1970.

Regional Workshop on Functional Literacy and Nigerian National Council For Adult Education
Family Planning Education jjje Nigerian National Council for Adult Educa-

A Regional Workshop on Functional Literacy tion has been established recently in Ibadan, 
and Family Planning will be held in Lucknow from ^  0(her (he Coraci| ^  promote
February _6 to March 9, 1972. The workshop rs coopera,jon among adult education, community
being organised by the Literacy House, Lucknow development and other agencies and will coordinate
in collaboration with the Population Council of their programmes.
India, World Education Inc., New York, and the ,
Literacy House (South) It will stimulate training programmes and deve-

y ' 1 lopment of needed literature. It may also identify
The workshop will discuss ways and means to problems on which research may be needed and to 

identify concept for the development of integrated initiate an ouppoi researc proj^c s.
teaching materials for functional literacy and family The council plans to publish an adult education , 
planning for out of school youths and adults in rural journal and will organise conferences, seminars, 
areas. workshops and symposia.

_______ • It will also seek advice and assistance from
universities and other institutions of higher learning, 
both in Nigeria and abroad, on different aspects of 

“Books for AH” adult education.

The main theme of Internationa] Book Year 1972 The Council will enrol individuals, institutions 
is “ Books for All". The Year has four main sub- and students as its members from Nigeria and 
themes: authorship and translations, production and abroad.
distribution of books, including iibrarianship, pro- Tugbiyele, Director, Continuing
motion of the reading habit, and books in the service Fdl|cation Centre,’University of Lagos, is the Presi-
of education, international understanding and dent and Dr. J. T. Okedara, Lecturer, University of
peaceful co-operation. Ibadan, Ibadan, is the Secretary.
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In this very dynamic changing society, the 
relationship between the speed with which changes

v. occur and the ability of our people to digest and
absorb these changes is of overwhelming importance.
To meet these changes, adult education has a vital 

i f  f i l l  I |H r0 e by involving the youth, because our
1 v v a i l  pace of development will be conditioned by the

content and quality of the knowledge acquired by 
Jl our people, their faculties of appreciation and

d n O  understanding, and their degree of conciousness.
, Our people must understand the plans for develop-

& f  Tf r < n f T / i  £ T f  A M  ment of this country; they must be able to parti-
A O U L  I  M i U L A  K I W  aiPate \n th5 chaBSes that are necessary because theya L i l / U v n l l U l l  hold the destiny of Nigeria in their hands. It is,

therefore only by establishing effective communica- 
by T.S.A. Aknisanya li0.0 with the adult population, by helping them to

Ministry o f Economic Planning and Reconstruction, - ^mediafe ^m pacf 'c a n ^ h e * ^ d e '^ o ^ ’the^Jrgert
igena. problems of our society and that essential progress

can be brought about.
The one important line of activity is to set 

adult education in motion with the unflinching 
% . I r r Dn  . support of the youth in such a way that the road to
IV t'jhRLA today is going through that particular development, to well-being and to welfare, can be
x ’ period of educational transition which every shortened. Youth is a human resource of the

new country has to face sometime during its utmost importance in any scheme of development,
development. She is in the middle of a great change, Recognizing that today’s generation of youth should
almost a rebirth, moving away from an agricultural be called upon to meet tomorrow’s needs, there
towards an industrial society. This implies living should be a much greater investment in out-of-
under new working conditions, a new social setup, school programmes for the education of adults by
and a new standard of human behaviour. To the youth. Youth—that rising generation of restless
Become a modern progressive and educated society, people under twenty-five, now constituting over 20
she will have to shed her old ideas about traditions, per cent of Nigeria’s population—represents one of
customs, education, freedom, and the like. It will the greatest untapped resources for swinging the
no doubt be a painful process but only then will pendulum towards positive development. If" the
t iere be educational advancement towards a modern energy and enthusiasm of these young people could
society, rid of all its old concepts and inhibitions, be harnessed to promotion of the adult education
Ihis, after all, is the price of progress, for which task that lies before us, the pace of development
there must be a period of transition from an old would take on a much faster rhythm. How can
educational era into a new one. We must expect youth be encouraged and equipped to undertake the
and challenge the younger generation to move with large-scale and constructive action that the situation
the times mentally and physically to help the nation demands? The answer is to encourage a massive
to progress educationally. involvement of young people in the promotion of

A few years ago, when communications were so ac*ult e ducat ion through “self help” youth groups 
poor that no information about education from one organized at the local community level as an integral
town reached another for a long period, the people Part ot n.atlonal development programme. Effecting
in rural areas were content and satisfied with their change in adult behaviour is the function of adult
lot. But now there has been an explosion in com- education. Therefore, the youth can provide learn- 
munications; the fastest system possible is being used situations for the adults whereby they can gain
everywhere and the natural consequence is that new knowledge and develop skills and attitudes
information on education is reaching different places necessary for adopting new and improved
at the same time within hours. The result of practices.
receiving this information is that people have started Adult education includes all activities with an 
aspiring to the same levels, for the same things—- educational purpose that are carried on as part-time
those things that depict modern progressive life. For or leisure-time activity by adults. These activities
those people who, for a number of reasons, have may be carried on at all levels of education: literacy,
missed a stage in the proposed educational ladder elementary, secondary, university or other levels,
and who are enterprising enough to want to continue depending on the need of the student, the type of
their education, we must enlist the interest of the community, and the demand of the age. At no other
youth to give us a helping hand in educating time in human history was adult education as
them. necessary and important to living as it is at present
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in Nigeria. The rapid outdating of knowledge, in the field of employment will be met' and the social 
which is an important characteristic of our times, aspirations of the adults will be satisfied. To effect 
has made adult education a necessity. these goals, young people must be prepared to teach

Since the first general election in 1951 (in which as voluntary instructors after a short course in the 
the people roted by using symbols because they techniques and theory of teaching adults. The 
could neither read nor write), which was preliminary country is predominantly agricultural, with 80 per 
to a democratic government and further indepen- cei)t of the total working population, which is main- 
dence, many changes have taken place, which are ly illiterate, engaged in farming. With the need to 
affecting and will continue to affect our Nigerian diversify and modernize the economy, increasing 
communities socially. For example, the Nigerian attention is being given to industrialization. New 
press has developed to a great extent and through it factories are being set up, and intelligent skilled 
the public is able to know and understand what is workers are required. Every citizen is expected to 
happening and how and what to do next in the be dutiful in order to increase productivity, thus 
matter of the moment. Under the old circumstances, there is an urgent need to educate the adults who 
ideas were twisted, important issues were misunder- make up the large labour force. Such an action 
stood, which led to confusion and bitterness—all programme, sponsored by the youth, will encourage 
because most people were able to do only what they fbe illiterate business man or woman who deals with 
were told; they could not express or form their own the hank to learn the correct method of banking 
opinions as they could not follow the trend of events 1° learn the conditions on which he or she may
reported in the local press. Had a greater portion of borrow money for expansion of business, thereby
the populace been able to read and write through the employing more hands. The illiterate farmer will 
active promotion of adult education by the youth, know how to till the ground with minimum effort 
perhaps the unfortunate incident of January 15, 1966 and how best to care for his crops in order to pro- 
would have not happened. " duce a rich harvest, which may stimulate the

There is a need to harness youth’s cooperation employment of more labour in the coming season.
and interest in the recruitment of adult learners by ? ?ddltlon’ adults wdl be ablfe t0 read, and e
personal contacts with men and organizations, their own language and, thereforc wil be ab e to
both voluntary and governmental, in the commu- feed and enrich their own minds and take intelligent
nity. Radio, television, the printed word in both part in social, economic, and political developments
national and local languages, and filmstrips convey 111 tne country.
information and help to heighten responses to adult Wo kin„ with ex;stjns sroim
education campaigns. There are six distinct avenues boning wan existing groups
open to youth to help adult education to achieve Another aspect that the youth should be actively
its objectives. involved in the promotion of adult education is to

work with existing groups and organizations at dis- 
Natural process o f learning trict and divisional levels, and man them with young

Field experiences have proved that when faced who have faith, dedication, and civic and
with incentive, such as buying or selling in colour- moral qualifies. The groups that you should be work­
ful Nigerian markets, adults educate themselves to a “ 8 With can be agricultural, industrial and commer- 
certain extent. , People who have never been to c.al groups. This involvement cou d be achieved by
formal schools learn elements of new languages and vlsl/i to ®r?uPs °f ^f™^p’ntices q11fq, Vmpc Jf 
new techniques when prompted by the urgency of workers, craftsmen, and PP . uc typ
the market process. As a social institution, the ext“  edf at,°"  ^ ° I  sP ^ahst knowledge 
market affords a unique avenue at which youth can combmed wUh sympathy and understanding of the 
sell their ideas to these people and get them enroled local needs. It s m this area that the members of 
in classes at times convenient to them. The impor- the Young Farmers Club will have a big role to 
tance of adult education to the national economy PIay- They may have to make regular visits.to 
may be fairly assessed when it is realized that many encourage farmers to overcome the obstacles they 
market women have a trading turnover of several jrym gto  put into p a tice the improved
thousands of pounds per month. They serve as methods learned m th o y in Lteracy clas.es. Th 
important advertising media; new products are encouragement is nec ry because it is only w , 
advertised to the people or even market tested to a significant proportion of the population has 
measure the amount of reception they are likely to acquued certain tec meal aptitudes and discip.ines 
have from consumers. that broadly based development can take place in

Nigeria.

l iteral.) thtssts Public health promotion
Since the inception of adult education by all . . , , 5 1 , ,

governments of the Federation, there have been . Youth organisations can, through adult educa- 
sorne salutary effects on our societies in greater don, initiate programmes to promote improvement 
economic security. Youth organizations can intensi- in personal hygiene by seeking information and 
fy these effects, and thus the needs of the country (Continued on page 19)
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students, and housewives, would 
have to be modified in certain 
ways. These modifications are 
three-dimensional—

(a) Certain steps are positive, 
R | |  I I  p  promotional, creative. To grow

V /I  more food, to build up roads, 
n ?f\TTf T  ID f^ I T/’* A canals, shelters, to volunteer for

A U U L 1 1 1 0 W  civil defence duties, come under

m TTMfU (b) Certain steps are preven-
a  S i b  five, defensive, conservative. To 

Prevent sabotage by infiltrators, 
Pr l V I F W l ¥  to comPrehend spies, to counter 

1 false rumour and propaganda, all 
come under this category.

(c) Lastly there are those 
By B.B. Cliatterjee steps which arc negative, deny­

ing restrictive. For example to 
forego luxury goods, to preveut 
waste, to deny the pleasure of 
lavish entertainments, or travels

H for pleasure, all come under this
APPILY the 14-day Indo- national goals and aspirations category.

n f i Staw ari 0Ver tBan,8ln f uT- T ,  T £rgf Cy Ca1, be To the extent each and everyfrom W -  liberated obtained to the extent on all on- able bodied son active, colIa.
£ ° “  occupation, and going programmatic activities if borates and cooperates wilyh these
ein f , t  '  ? h a r St‘ Jbe nation are voluntarily modi- three lypcs of Measures, the best

A  h311 unCG i 6d aDd ad° Pted t0 fit m Wlth out of'the emergency measures isxorces have performed so well in the emergency measures enunciat- assured Dunne the time of a
and Sea and air, that the conn- ed by the central, state and local S n a i  lS U T  then, the

s ream ed much of the authorities. ajm 0p tota| mobilization and
S d S ^ r d S l v T o f  Odo: So far as Adult Education M  scale participation in the
ber-November 196s> programmes all over the country national effort must also become

are concerned, the present emer- aa over-riding aim of all adult
But there is no ground for gency comes both as a challenge, education programmes, oyer and

complacency; as pointed out by as well as an opportunity. Let above their previously articulated
the Prime Minister in the Parlia- us see, what role adult education goals. Seen in this light, such
ment, the days immediately ahead programmes can play, first to a 'ms as imparting vocational
are critical ones, fraught with meet this challenge, which calls skills, or making adults literate,
sinister possibilities. The need for sacrifices to make, and duties or make adults participate more
for . preparedness, watchfulness, to perform, and next, to derive fully in the civic affairs, will
vigilance and caution at all some enduring benefits from the become truly functional if
national and international fronts opportunities provided by the they are integrated with the
is still very great. Appreciation emergency. measures of emergency. Adult
of this continuing need is seen education will be functional during
in the urgency that has been The Challenge of Emergency and an emergency by ensuring active
clamped on the country, and will Adult Education participation of adult learners in
not be lifted yet for some months w in t .u r various duties and jobs that are
to come. nafi3 t J s the elSQDS? of . a called for.national emergency? The entire

An emergency declared by the country is facing some grave Onnortuuities for Adult Educa-
Government is never a vacuous danger; all the resources of the tiorfdiiriim Emergency
one, but always entails certain riation must be mobilized so that . 8 . ’ . f
concrete and far-reaching steps the danger can be faced success- During these day.
which appear to affect the life of fully and courageously. This _ _ _______ —— -----------
practically every citizen in one means that the ordinary, routine, Dr. Chatterjec is Professor and
way or another. Usually it means day-to-day ways of life of all Head o f the Department of 
a certain amount of hardship and people, from the topmost people Psychology and I.ducat ion,
sacrifice for the citizens. But, in authority to even most com- Gandhian Institute of Studies,
tne best results in terms of mon and humble citizens Varanasi.
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communication media playing a activity in the future. It will be augmented if entire groups make
crucial role in keeping the nation wise to think of adult educational decisions rather than on indivi-
fully informed about national activities continuing with such dual basis, 
and international developments, groups along functional lines. • , , „  , . . . .
splendid opportunity is provided There would be many incidental W ~?r‘am social maIPrac'
for placing adult education gains, if such adult groups are tlcef- ™hich arf  accePted as
programmes on a firm footing in made to dwell upon topics relat- f0UtIae “  n?rmal time,s aan be
many places. ed to national emergency:- t0, bfe st0PPed by ther  5 y raised level of awareness of the

All people are eager to hear r ^ iscu.ssi°n about great entire people.
news about victories and gains of ^ ts of ^roisni, sacrifice and It is not difficult to qpc that
allies and fripnrk Omnnc steadfastness by individuals on y  not 1:0 see that
interestedadults can b? gathered the nationaI and local scene tends a11 these result? follow from well
and Organized wheie sufh news t0 generate deling of national known group dynam.c principles 
are di s e m i a a t e t M ,  ^  c d ^ eace  and soddari,,
satisfactorily, say through radio, (b) A sense of discipline and and eoals Then thev are «.,k
or by reading a news paper. The unit|- ina11 our efforts maybe merged in programmes and acti'-
discussion following the news inculcated. All people willingly vities which cement them together-
may facilitate transmission and .observing the black out—though d th oroups do certain 
fixation of new and important l{ pauses hardship is just one thiJ  achieve Certain heights
knowledge, about recent, history, such example of discipline. 2 ?  c t S n  sacrifices, w S
geography, commerce, industry, (c) The desire to be helpful individual members might never

i v -?pmenf’ arrS and ‘o others>“ a civic sense may be do under normal circumstances,
cultural activities, of one’s own enhanced. Car drivers giving An adult education nroorammo
and neighbouring countries. But " free lifts to pedestrians, becomes bv catering to the requirements
the group thus formed will form a reality during an emergency. 0f a natf0Dal emergency also
effect,ve ties, and may like to <d) Contributions to various t c
continue for some purposeful national funds are generally itself.

f ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® * ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ® ^
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Areas Needing Attention
Now let us analyze the main problem areas to 

which our attention and energy need be directed in 
this period of emergency. To mention only three 

A F M lfffT ' a w i a u  which I think as important are (i) production (both
A lU 'U iL  11 M H J L A  1 I t J n l  m V\e..?eld and the factory) (ii) national integration,

and (in) democratic values.

„ „  i  Production
9ur target of food production this year is 112 

million tons. The very fact that we had a good 
|G stock of food grains, the prices of commodities in
fw ivJllsilaftV kSiull1 the market did not rise during this critical period.

Therefore it is essential that every field is sown, 
I? M Pande irrigated, manured, protected against pests and

insects so as to yield a good harvest. It would mean 
timely supply of inputs, scientific cultivation, know­
ledge of technical know-how, marketing, ware hous­
ing facilities, _ fixation of prices, procurement and 
easy availability to the consumers. The farmer has 

T 'H E  guns are silenced. Cease fire has been t0 *ia^e a  knowledge of all these. Agricultural
accepted. Life in the country is normal. Black research has altogether turned a new leaf during this
out has been lifted. Lights all over are up. A decade. New hybrid varieties are being evolved,

new nation is born. Emergency however continues new msecticides and weedicides and other plant
though it is reported that it will be ended well before Protection measures have been found, new fertilizers
.-larch 1972. This 14 days war—third in the post are being produced, new agricultural implements are
independent period of India-has brought in its ,  ng. manufactured. Coupled with all these the
wake many problems which merit serious considera- tomth plan envisages many new schemes like Inten-
,!°n on the part of all the citizens of the country so aive Asncmtiiral Development Programmes, Small
nat peace may prevail and the country continues to farmers schemes, Intensive Cattle Development
narch on its road to prosperity and achieve its goals rogrammes, Dry land farming, intensive Poultry 
enshrined in its constitution. Development Programmes etc. All these have to

Our Prime Minister stated “ We are for peace but i f  ̂ h fe x te n s ic ^ ^ f f  f  & V*ta!
peace itself has to be defended” “ Eternal vi°ilance ” ro e in tiie e~tens.l?n °f these new ideas and
it has been said “is the nri'cc oMffieh? ” The Pr°grammes. Specific training programmes can be
Sunday Standard of 19 th December wrote in its organ'sed for the .Producers. Discussion groups
editorial, “During the shortest and mos? dramafic ™ d t e c S S E *’ M Uo T t^ A H  I n d l t T
War which India has fought all sections of the people ctatinnslhavpl'pcprvp^ 13 ^ d ' 0
dismayed a remarkable unity of purpose. Such the new agricultural fnform ation^This i f  broadcast
u.n>ty is vital if we are to reach our goals in peace- ;n regional lansnaoec Adnlt u ° , aSt
fme. The workers rose to the occasion magnifi- take a d ^  f  Ve ° nly t0
eently and pledged themselves that there would be nm e that traditional a, acdlty- Our farmer is no
no strikes and no let-up in production, A similar sociologists in
determination is necessary now when the ravages of facjiitv 0f innuts mnstani i1Pi °PPortunity»
war have to be repaired and the general condition of Droso=ct 0f a j  nr;~- f  p and guidance and 
the people has to be improved. Without a sense of farmer
dedication unrno the “ soldiers nf nparp”_thp , n<y  tagged behind in his efforts. This is quite
factory worker, the trader and the ordinary person & k^ 0? uforMraSmef of , A Wdl
- i t  is not possible to win the war against poverty r « U educat!on al° ne can
Which is the major problem before the 550 million JS2!Sn5feri a S e s  boS lnvT”t  n f  f  •"

difficult than3 ffie“  dmmatic bte U le f^ h ic V 1 we ^ r e ^ in g fgriciuure "“T h a H

ffiyaltr^ndfe^m husiafm ^f ̂ ve'Jy“ citizen of !he em ergency^ ^  ***' ^  Urgent dem3nldS ° f

Thu t tninV tnms im the role of adult equally true it is for the work in ihe factories
e d . J S 1- h d h k’ P 80 as to keeP the wheels of production moving,education in emergency. w hile iri the case of agriculture, adult education his

--------- ■ .................. .........*° devo*e itself mostly to the rural area, it has to
The author is Registrar, Gandhian Institute oj concentrate on the programme in the urban areas

Studies, Varanasi. where most of the factories are located. Apart from
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attending to the technical content of adult education Democratic Values
for factory workers what is more important is that This war has proved to the world that India as 
they are made to understand their duty and a nation stands for democracy and democratic 
responsibility during this crucial period. They have values. The liberation of Bangla Desh and unilateral 
to realise that any slackening of efforts in produc- declaration of cease fire on the western front have
tion howsoever inadvertent it may be, is going to shown to the world how much India values demo-
hit the industrial growth in the country. As it is, cracy. As the Prime Minister has said India has a
our rate of growth in this sphere has been below very ]ong history of these ideals and has always
the target. So it is all the more incumbent on all st00d steadfast in the most grim hours of its life, 
our friends in the factories that a faster pace is set. Democracy has been decentralised in India to the 
Let there be no strikes, no lock-outs, no delays, no )owest level and we can be proud today to possess a 
slackening and instead let only unity prevail. How welj built Panchayati Raj structure in the country, 
is this to be achieved? This is a challenge to the Despite the huge illiterate masses in the country 
adult education workers. So during this emergency democracy has survived and our elections to the 
I would urge that more emphasis needs to be laid legislatures and other statutory bodies are the 
on the ethical aspect of the programmes. Perhaps shining examples of the system. Adult Education 
building of the morale of the workers could be a has only to strengthen it. This has to be taken as a 
priority item. By saying so I do not mean to mini- programme of continuing education. This has to be 
mise the importance of other aspects but my main a specific task of all voluntary organisations. Gram
concern, particularly during this post-war period, is panchayats, Panchayat Samities, Zila Parishads,
that adult education has to reshape and direct itself Youth Clubs, Mahila Mandals, banners Forums, 
to this morale building process. Loyalty has to be Social Workers and others can certainly contribute 
built and enthusiasm has to be sustained. Work a iot jn this regard only if they can gear their adult 
based on this principle shall beat fruit in the form education programme to this end.
of higher wages for the workers. Nothing bolds Much more can stjn be written about the role of 
more true today than what Gandhi wrote in his arti- adu]t education in emergency but this article touches 
cle, ‘The great sentinel’ in Young India 13 Oct. on]y a few aspects by way of examples.

jsa fS M JrsS sS T S Wwork and promise of food as w g . period of emergency lest we are accused of having
neglected our duty as a citizen of this great demo- 

National Integration cracy In particular this is a challenge to the youth
Adult Education, in .his e m e r g e .  b„S also a of il« count*. *thU  d° ° '

very important task of helping maintain the spirit ol and let him hold y 
national integration. Never was witnessed such an So close is grandeur to our dust, 
upsurge of the Indian mass as during this war when So near is God to man
all and one from North to South and East to West When Duty whispers low “ Thou must” , 
rallied round the Prime Minister to fight the menace. yhe youth replies “ I can”
What a unity of purpose, now high the morale, what r<3,idhindra Bose—“ Mother America”)
a determination irrespective of the religion, language, (
sex—all combined as one to save the nation! It is . ■ —  - ~ 1
this force which has led the country to a victorious ^  ,  , o  n n
glory. The jawan on the front fights with double S e C IO T lia  a u r  O C e k l i a i i a
vigour only when he knows the country is behind

! T . j l r e T “ o*primaeS i f e & E ’ t t i f J *  H ind i T ran s la tio n  of the famous hook
more attention should be paid by all the adult ‘H ow  A dults L ea rn ’ by H r. J .R .  K idd
educators to this fundamental aspect than what has ‘ ........tine first basic and comprehensive
been done hitherto. I would suggest that each adult tex tb o o k  in  the  field o f ad u lt lea rn in g  
education worker should have with him talking nroflram m ing availab le  in  H ind i
noints on national integration and these should “ ,1U P1” ^ , c f  __A Fnnv
invariably be read out, projected through slides and L anguage . Seeds o f 1 romise A - our
other media of communication and discussed in all Year Report o f University Adult hducation
discussion groups, adult education classes, meet- Raj us them.
ings, seminars, training courses etc. Radio, tele- p ffgce 7,59
vision, cinema films, journals, press and all other
nnss media should lay focus on the programme of Can be had from  :
S S ’S S t k  Ind ian  ^ 4 u lt  M u c ^ i o n  A ssocia tion ,

S S S i J S  s,ud“ *s c“  p,ay "  ’ 8 ’
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- Adult Education: The Key to Survival
by Donnie Dutton

In years now, much has been said concerning 1. A population rate increase greater than the 
A the population explosion that was coming some- death rate will make the problem more

where down the road. Malthus, back in 1798, severe.
warned that the population would eventually out- o a ___ ,
run the food supply, but it appeared incredible to ' r3e  to,the death
most people. According to Hampson and Ehrlich, .  ate will maintain the present level.
the time has come when people must be concerned, **' *? P°Pu,at|on growth rate lower than the
for the problem is not waiting for the turn of the death rate will check the mounting problem,
next century; it is here now. And it is not just The conclusion drawn here would be that the 
the problem of some over-populated nations on ordy w.ay to handle this growth rate situation would
the other side of the world. It is a problem which be hy increasing the death rate, decreasing the birth
is knocking loudly on the front door of the American ra*e> or a combination of both,
people also. _ In the writer s opinion, there are many ways of

The problem is not in the number of people in increasing the death rate, two of which will be
the world today but in the increase of growth. It mentioned here. It has been proposed that all medi-
took from the beginning of the human race until ca  ̂ technology be abandoned and let the death rate
1850 to reach the first billion people. The second soan This would eventually bring the situation in
billion was reached eighty years later in 1930. The balance. This hardly seems practical and reason-
third billion arrived in 1960, and the population ab].e in a world where everything is being done
experts predict the fourth billion in 1975—a mere to >ocr,ease man’s longevity and make for a better
fifteen year span. way ot life.

When one thinks of a one per cent return ou an Others feel that war will eventually erupt and 
investment, it does not produce an impressive figure, solve the crisis. The population problem can cer-
However, a one per cent return when applied to lainly bring on war as evidenced by the invasion of
population figures is fantastic. Hampson further territories by the Germans. Cox presented quotes
stated that Demographer Phillip M. Hauser con- frorn several German authorities back in the early
eluded that one hundred persons multiplying at a 1900’s confirming this as follows,
growth rate of one per cent over the last five thou- “ Because the German people nowadays increase
sand years of man’s history would have produced at the rate of 800,000 inhabitants a year, they
2.7 billion persons on every square foot of land need both room and nourishment for the
surface. The world reached that one per cent growth surplus.”
rate in 1925, and in 1965, it was increasing at a rate “ It is no longer proper to say ‘Germany is satis-
of more than two per cent. tied? Our historical development and our eco-

Many people feel that conquering of space will nomic needs show that we are once more hungry 
solve this problem. However, this appears to be for territory.” '
only a delusion. It has been predicted that one “Since.......almost every part of the olobe is
hundred passenger space ships taking oil from earth inhabited, new territory must, as a rule be
every five minutes, day and night, could carry only obtained at the cost of its possessors-that is to
about ten million people in a year, which would say, by conquest, which thus becomes a law of
represent only a small segment of the annual increase necessity.”
in the world population. It is evident that many countries today are even

Many problems are arising due to over-popu- far more crowded than the Germans were and this 
lation, and it is felt that they will increase in com- could lead to trouble. The weapons possessed
plexity and number as the situation becomes more today are so dangerous that nuclear war mav be a
severe. In fact, some of the experts teel that it is risk too great to be taken
already too late to rectify the situation-that the The only reasonable way of solving the ever 
world has already reached the point of no return and increasing dilemma is through the means of birth

utt chaos is inevitable. control. Regardless of the method of birth control
o . . ? employed, it is felt that the only sensible answer to

ojutions. the problem is education—the education of the people
What are the solutions to this drastic problem? as to the seriousness of the problem and the methods 
The following three statements will be made in available and how they work. For those who oppose

attempting to arrive at an answer. b 'rtb contr,01 on religious ground, the writer would
-—------- -------------------------------------------—-------—-... allude to the premise in the bible that man should

Dr. Dutton is Associate Professor and Director o f  provide for his family. It is difficult to comprehend 
Adult Education, Memphis State University, U.S. as to why it is any worse, religiously, to control

9



reproduction than it is to bring off-spring into the This does not mean that it will pass, but it does
world that parents cannot afford or that they do not mean that politicians are becoming aware of the
want, many of which will die of starvation It has acuteness of the problem. Also, it could eventually
been estimated that 10 to 20 million persons will mean federal regulation of size of families,
die in the world this year from lack of food.

Evidence exist that many persons are interested So, adult educators, time is running out It
in birth control but do not know the facts concern- seems.that this might be a worthwhile project for 
ing it. This could provide a tremendous boost our efforts. Once America has demonstrated its 
towards helping to eliminate poverty. Those that are effectiveness in solving its own problems of the 
in this economic condition are the same ones that, population growth iate, it could introduce this as a 
as a rule have larger families. The larger the num- major part of its foreign policy Trouble seems 
ber that the breadwinner has to provide for, the to erupt in heavily populated countries where hunger 
less likely that' he can ever rise above the almost and a low standard ot living prevail. America can 
insurmountable barriers, even if he does learn to no longer look for all the future problems c?n_ 
read and write and obtain gainful emplovment. centrate themselves in and around Asia and Africa,

„ . , ,  . .  for Latin America has the highest growth rate any-
Suppoiting the hypothesis that low-income fami- where in the world at present—a condition which 

lies would welcome a birth control programme is could present many complex problems to this nation 
research conducted by Kuraht and Corkey. It was in the future. Also, within the United States, the 
also stated that it costs only 1/25 as much to prevent recent riots have tended to concentrate in the 
unwanted births as it costs the public to support heavily populated cities, where hunger and a low 
these children. standard of living are evident.

It would appear evident that the situation will
eventually proceed to the point that unless society The demise of admit education? It could mean
does something about the problem, the government the demise of civilization as it is known today. It 
will be forced to step in and regulate births—a radi- would appear that if mass starvation is to be averted, 
cal step, yes, but a necessary one. Never happen? and some predict that it is already too late, the public 
Consider the fact that a bill has already been must be educated as to the seriousness of the pro- 
introduced into the U.S. Senate that would begin- blem. If one of the major purposes of adult edu- 
ning in 1973, allow SI,000 tax exemption for the cation is to improve the welfare of mankind, than it 
first child in a family, $750 for the second, S500 would seem that the hour is late. Answers are 
for the third, and nothing for any additional ones, needed now.

I I
f  Subscribe to f® I

Proudh Shiksha I
®

The Hindi monthly containing news about programmes in adult education in India, short (§)
stories for neo-literates, folk tales and case studies about pioneering experiments in adult g)

|  education. |

•  , 7 C , ■ •|) . Annual Subscription D
f  Rs. 5.00 §
(I ®
(| Published by (|

INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION I
17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. |

f  i
®
I

10



N.R. Gupta

IN SPITE of our sustained endeavours to establish country is trapped into this delicate situation, it can 
peace, amity and friendship by honouring general hardly escape the dismal fate of surrender and 
public opinion and acting upon the basic values defeat, 

of democracy at home and abroad, our country was The rea] defence potential of a nation today
recently subjected to a naked aggression by an therefore, is its will and ability to fight and wit£ 
unscrupulous enemy. We were caught almost un- stand war. This includes severa] fact0r6s. 
awares and a fierce war was fought for full lourteen
clays. While our Jawans defended our borders and (0 The national solidarity, the morale and the 
beat back the enemy, we as citizens built an will of the whole nation,
impregnable civil defence, as impregnable as our (ii) Economic and industrial resources, 
military potential. (iii) Availability of skillful and dedicated man-

The best insurance for peace, as we all know, is _ power, 
that we must be always fully prepared for war and (iv) Efficiency, training and discipline of the 
be ready to meet all its contingencies. We must so citizens in general and the forces in parti-
build up our strength as to deter the enemy to risk cular.
war with us. Even so, if the enemy comes upon us, (v) Resources for modern scientific development 
we must meet the challenge mightly and and continuous research in the field of
courageously. production methods and techniques.

War today, is not fought only between the armed All these factors necessitate the active and devot- 
forces on the battle fronts, but it is the test of the ed participation of the military forces as well as the
strength of the whole nation. It is a process by civil population of the country and both combined
which the enemy endeavours to impose its will on make an impregnable force for the defence of the
the opponent by causing all sorts of strategies to country. The whole population must realise that
render him helpless and thereby make him surrender, there is nothing more valuable than the freedom and
The enforcement of the will becomes easier, if the the protection of the motherland and every one must
civilian population is demoralised and the adminis- be prepared to make all the sacrifices accordine to
trative authority is weakened by repression, rumour each ones capacity and resources. The workers on
and propaganda. the farms, in the factories, on the fields, on roads,

The enemy does not stop only there. He tries to transport and communication, in educational institu- 
starve the war production by destroying factories, dons, m offices andI in other
communications and transport facilities, in his effort S fiffi go n^S be as°we can kc?J?to Stop supplies of requirements to the fighting normal lite going as best as we can While this will
forces With disturbed production effort, supplies defef the aim of the enemy to weaken our w,11 and

o f a „ tsz SSSJm*£•«*£$£ 23*2 t'S L & S L S Jo Jits
«mpie articS  5  /ail,'use are no. easily available. ^ ’V a H o n ^ b S "  . ?f , J
The scacrcity causes a scare and panic and demo- • . , , at 0 a backing in their fight
ralises the people in general. The citizens begin against the enemy s forces, 
hoarding articles of necessity and many commodities n  f
disappear from the market. This causes abnormal c ce
rise in prices and great inconvenience to the common In spite of all this determination, however, the 
roan, thus, giving rise to nervousness and unfounded catastrophe may come any time where, as the 
Panic, which sometimes force the masses to lose enemy, in the act of hitting targets of production, 
courage and faith in the national strength to with- power, communications and essential services, may 
stand war. The strategy that the enemy thus hit civil areas also and cause any amount of damage 
employs is meant to effect blockade of supplies of to life and property. To act courageously in such
men and material to the fighting forces on the one an hour of terrible misery, we must have an
hand and demoralise the civil population on the organised service programme of what is called the
other, by creatin" scare and panic to distrub daily Civil Defence. Every man, woman and child must
life activity and normal production effort. If once a voluntarily join hands in a collective effort to sc ,

..... _________ life, minimise damage to property, maintain produc-
Shri Gupta is Hon. Associate Secretary, Indian tion and keep up the general morale of the people 

Adult Education Association, New Delhi. in the disaster caused by the enemy’s action.

Role of Adult Education during War and
in the National Emergency
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Such organisation for the safety of the civil in modern warfare, war is not fought only on the
population, for the continuity of the production battle fronts but also on the home front. The enemy 
effort and for the maintenance of the supplies etc. bombs while bombing military targets in civilian
is very essential to encourage the fighting forces to areas, do not leave out civil population. As such
strive their best to defend the country. This effort the whole population and all cities, towns and
convinces the Jawans on the battle field that the villages can suffer the horror of enemy attack and
whole nation is behind them and their families and as such we must prepare every citizen to strengthen
the country is well prepared and projected from the home front and help the country to attain
within. It is after all these two considerations i.e. victory, 
the defence of the country and the safety of the
family that encourage them to defend the country Discouragillg Spread of Ruraours 
and fight the battle even at the cost of their lives. b “
If these two objectives suffer any risk, the jawans All programmes of adult education in times of 
lose courage for what after all would be the utility national emergency must be created to help the 
of risking their lives if the family suffers or the spread of correct information, to discourage spread
country’s freedom is lost. The great importance of of rumours, to enable the adult citizens to join any
a well organised civil defence machinery is thus very or many of the civil defence services for which they 
crucial in a country’s effort to win a war. may feel confidently qualified. Training programmes

We must, therefore, examine as to how this f°r various defence services, first aid, nursing,
civil defenee machinery is organised and what role fire-fight mg, messenger service, rescue service, and
the citizens are required to play in its effective mght guard service etc. etc. must also be organised
working. This will help us to understand the role for me benefit of adult learners. Frequent group
of adult educators or adult education in a period meetings to promote unity, solidarity, exchange of
of national emergency. After all an important role information, presentation of real discussion and such
of adult education is to develop the necessary awa- other relevant problems requiring joint effort for
kening about the individual’s responsibilities, their solution, should be organised at adult edu-
towards oneself, towards society and towards the cation centres. All this would mean psychologically 
nation in accordance to the needs of the times and equipping, the citizens for withstanding the catas- 
the situation. So prepare the adults to understand trophe with courage and moral strength, 
and fulfil the role effectively and efficiently is the The adult citizens must also be fully informed 
responsibility of the adult educator. The as to how people should behave before, during and
programmes of adult education must give priority to after air raids. How quick they should be to act
provide the necessary understanding and training upon air raid and all clear warnings given on 
about all that the civil population is expected to do sirens. How they should protect themselves from 
to strengthen the defence effort. danger if they are within doors, out of doors, on

Civil Defence organisation is meant to organise the road, in the fields or in offices, factories or any 
the citizen to minimise the effect of enemy action other institutions.
on civil population, by organising rescue, first aid What precautions they should take to help black 
and nursing services to save human life, fire fighting outs, to use protective measures within the home 
service to save damage to property and to organise to create and equip a safety corner within the house 
various services required to restore quite normalcy for protection during airTaids. The citizens must 
in essential services after enemy attack. The organi- be prepared to give full cooperation to the various 
sation is also meant to advise people to ignore and functionaries of the civil defence organisation, 
to check reasons, it also disseminates correct infor- They must be convinced that civil defence is self 
mation. It also advises people to understand that defence and all citizens must learn civil defence, 
to defeat the enemy, the people have to work har- join civil defence and serve civil defence, adult edu- 
der, produce more, spend less, remain united, avoid cation centres should also develop a volunteer ser- 
hoarding, check rise in prices and help in all ways vice for attending to the requirements of the families 
to add to our national and military strength. This of jawans, so that the dependent may not feel 
effect is to continue for long even after the war is neglected and ignored. This will give strength to 
over. This is necessary to counteract the disastrous both to the jawans and to their families. This will 
after effects of the tragedy. also encourage others to join the defence forces.

All people must be made to understand that the These volunteers will also attend to the sick and 
jawans defending the war front cannot alone win the the suffering and raise collections of money and 
e ar. They fight to protect our families and our hon- material if necessary.
our. If the enemy is able to destroy that by attacking Organisation, promotion, training and practice 
1 lie civil population and the military targets in civil of all types of programmes for strengthening the 
areas, the jawans are left with nothing to fight for home front in all respect necessary for defending the 
or to fight with. A strong and well organised civil interiors from enemy attack should, therefore, 
defence is, therefore, the highest insurance for vie- become the main purpose of adult education during 
tory. The people must also clearly understand that the national emergency.
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J.C. Saxena

r PHE National Emergency proclaimed on Factual Information

Febrnarv 107? Thp idrinv War During the formal classes and public meetings, the
a i b i ^ r  S a L  A ^ e / S c S  ^ " o r s .  have to emphasize the va?ue of

vindicated our cherished values of secularism factual information, making full use of the media of
socialism, and democracy! There was no S i  Ton “ a n l 'h e  ^ ssradl° broadcasts> televi' 
about the outcome of the War. We were fight- ’ cmemas and the press> 
for right cause—the upholding of the values enshrin- Need hp vioiknn 
ed in our Constitution and the dignity of man. As B
the Prime Minister has explained in many of her „ Tae programme of Civil Defence attracted many 
speeches, India never desires to snatch any- piece of ° ‘ our y?ung men and women even before the 
territory of any country. India only desires to live Proclamation of the Emergency. As we are surround- 
in peace and cooperation with its neighbours. It has ed oy countries whose open hostility towards India is 
consistently followed a policy of international peace well-known, we have to be vigilant. Vigilance is the 
and international goodwill and cooperation all these pnce whicha nati°n pays for its liberty. Hence, the 
years. But in the face of aggression, we have to tas^ oP Civil Defence has assumed great importance 
defend our freedom with all the might at our com- aad must continue even in peace-time. The First- 
mand. The Pak aggression, began as a result of aid and Home Nursing classes, Fire-Fighting lessons 
the genocide practised by it on the unarmed masses and exercises should continue, 
of East Bengal, leading to the unprecedented move- 
ment of about 10 million people, who sought refuge
in India. The lawfully elected Government was not W h a t  T h e n  M u s i  W e  D o?
allowed to take charge in East Bengal. When India
raised its voice, big powers (with the exception of ~  '' -----------—

£ £ * £ & «  Wa“  a"d
her, 1971 left us with no option but to take up Adult educators have to keep an eye on anti­
arms in defence of our freedom and the values we social elements who might like to take advantage of 
have cherished all these years. the disturbed conditions in some places. It is

absolutely essential that some sort of watch and 
Putting Historic Events in Proper Perspective ward programme is implemented in various areas by

the local people to guard against the enemy agents 
1 he first task ot adult educators in India is to and undesirable elements, 

put the historic events of the last nine months in
their proper perspective. The real significance of Checking Anti-Social Elements
our victory will be appreciated by our masses if we As conditions of a war.time ec0 inevitablv
do this. The first casualty of this war has been the ]pad t „hr.rf . imn1v
cursed Two-Nation Theory, on which, the partition dishonest tradpr^inrliiW n ra - les’ s°me°f this country took nlace in August 1947 leading dlshonest traders indulge in hoarding, black-market-
to large-scale massacre of innoefnf’masses ind tSS g f l S S S S  whoh, are ^ on^ d
uprooting of millions of neoole from their homes Wlt.h adult education, have to mobilise the public 
and hearths The new county of S a S  De h ° pmon a§ainst suc,h aiUi"social elements. In the 
which h i  emerged om of th l  valiant slrufile of the first instance’ peop,e have to learn to live b-V certain 
Mukti Bahini aid the Indian Armed Force!, shares to n l tn o i  r t v ° t o S d  * anv^conLm ef PC° £  
with us these lofty values of secularism and demo- fooderajns su°ar and kerosene etc The Den i'rf
X  J h' se tethi ' J r ' Crted m e n fo tav il Supply will
is L  t  u ° l ? e> India“ T T ,  ^  these things through the agency of fair price shops,
0mi f ,banifbed Iro“  °,ur. â“c a' c ,a : parochial w]iere people should take their turn and confine their 
strpn SS to r 6 uibbed in the bud in order to consumption to the allotted quota It is of utmost 
nr our freedom and ensure, speedy jmportance to hold the price line. If the general

gress oi our masses. public tries to hoard things, dealers who normally
—  practise these undesirable method, will raise the

prices of essential commodities and the vicious spiral 
The author is Research Officer, Education Division, 0f prjce rjse will be difficult to cut. By purchasing 

Planning Commission, New Delhi. commodifies at the price fixed by the authorities and

Role of Adult Education in the Emergency
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to the allotted extent only, people can help in the kind, to augment the Government effort. ^ L ™ u-St 
holding of the price line. visit the families of the Jawans and the officers m

their areas to attend to their needs. _ Adult educators 
can help the people to develop the right attitude oi 

Encouraging People for Blood Donation admiration towards our disabled Jawans. _ Many ot
Adult educators have to teach people, with the the Jawans, who lost legs or hands, while |times 

help of qualified doctors and surgeons, that blood and who are now in the hospitals, are h
donation does not lead to any harm and that the haunted by thoughts of public ridicule ,
blood donated is recouped by the body in a short they will move out from their sick beps- 1 P P 
time. This will allay the fears based on ignorance have to be educated not to ridicule t e g  
and people will come forward for blood donations, fighter but to have admiration and sympat y 
It is very heartening to note that people, particularly disabled who defied all dangers. Employers! 
students and young men, have come forward in large private and public sectors must come lorwar 
numbers voluntarily to donate blood, which as a give employment to these disabled Jawans. 
result of subsequent transfusion, has saved a large
number of valuable lives. The wounded soldiers p romoting National Integration 
need blood transfusions and an adequate supply of . .
blood must be ensured. Even if the war is over, Adult educators have discussed the important 
these vital donations must continue so that some of problem of National Integration in many ot their 
our wounded and disabled soldiers are restored to conferences and symposia. The present emergency 
full health. offers a golden opportunity to all of us to practise

what we have been talking about on the subject. 
Our armed forces have attracted the youth from all 

Assistance to Widows and Dependents parts of the country and from almost all the different
Adult educators must come to the fore to render religious groups. Our soldiers, sailors and airmen 

the maximum possible assistance to the widows and have integrated themselves into a national fighting 
dependents of our brave fighters who have fallen in force and the civilians can draw a leaf from their 
the defence of the country and also those who have noble e le. By discussing the subject further in 
been disabled in the recent war. While the Govern- ,  , , F , f
ment will do whatever is possible for the rehabilita- formal classes and m our talks and wntings’ we can 
tion of the families of the war-heroes, the people further strengthen the integration of the masses 
must also contribute their utmost, in cash and in living in different parts of our country.
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during the Recent War has constituted a number of Task
„  . .  . Forces in the field of Education
K.S. Muniswamy t0 review the past developments

and to formulate proposals for

THE emergency declared during that adults both literates and the Fifth Five Year Plan. The
the recent Indo-Pakistan illiterates came together and were various Task Forces are as
conflict had a special signifi- engaged in discussions on war. follows: 1. Elementary Education,

cance. Pakistan declared unpro- They devoted their time to dis- 2. Secondary Education, 3. Uni-
voked war on India and took cuss the conflict with Pakistan versity Education, 4. Vocational
India unawares. The war that and their participation in it, and Technical Education 5.
was fought for 14 days between expressing their views at the same Adult and Out-of-Schooi 
December 3—17, was well fought time. It was common opinion Education, 6. Programmes 
and this has made India emerge that everybody had all praise for and Problems of ’ Youth,
as one of the leading nations in the strategy and performance of 7. Education and Employment!
the world. The strategy, the our Prime Minister Smt. Indira 8. Art and Culture, 9. Langu-
grace and the courage with which Gandhi. In the emergency, the age Development, Book Produ-
the modern war was fought has entire nation was geared to the cation and Libraries and 10.
added prestige to India. new situation. The whole nation Educational Finances.

The adults have played a great was closely following develop- Dr. M S. Mehta President.
role in the emergency. The ments from hour to hour. The Indian Adult Education Associa’
soldiers in the battle field the powerful media—the radio, the .. an,Aau 11 ucation Associa-
farmers on the farm and the television, the films, tapes and ^  ^  ^ du^and  Qat-of-
workers in the factories played fo k o T ad u lt educl Sch°o1 Education° The other
their energetic role Of course, If®* The ^  out n a hht members of the Task Force on
we have to admit that tlon- I he press came out in a big Adult and Out-of-School Fdiic-i
illiterarv is mite common in way to report events in the Aauii ana uur oi ocnool tauca
India among all the sections in proper perspective. Events were Dr s V sa ra f^ D r V a ^ S sh y
the rural sector. But adult edu- [JP0^  th° aduhT^breLT^with Shri B.R. Patil, Shri K.S. M u s­
cat ion in the general sense is not develonments of war The swamy, Dr. N P. Jain, Shri G.
lacking. We have a great trail- o^anisat oS^ invoLed in the K. Gaokar, Shri S C. Dutta, Shrition of adult education in India. organisations involved m the Satyen Maitra Shri chunihl
Adult education was the respon- promotion ot adult education R Bhatt Head of the Adult
sibility of the society during the ^ e e n in g ^ m s 1 ^film s tr ip s a id  Education’ Department, Rajas-
vedic age and those who attained ^ e"in.8 meTsaaes and nEt them than University, and Director-
vanaprastha and sanyasa were recorded messages and put them General of A.I.R. or his nominee
Propagating adult education in ° »= popula j»n Pos«,s ^  J c  SoK “  E S
he country moving from vfllage “suffidentPinformation a„‘“ t  Officer, Planning Commission is

a d u f c a , i o " w a “ n L se f •<* "
early days. The duties and res- conflict and theUemeraency,nBThe was important, but the devotion
Ponsibilities to be discharged by countrv had to <7U°ard against and tbe mood with which they
the citizens, towards the country Fortunately made this contribution. The
at times of emergency and danger communal flair. ioi.unately, farmer and the labourer did hisWere mciillpfl in the minds of India was free from this danger. aimer dnu me nioourtr uiu ms
People by'the adult educators. l [  Outing the emergency the whole “T h e
ls lhis adult education that was ^a^ ” Musi inf8 SuTh orV Pars'/ atmosphere that prevailed in the
responsible and had the right ^ ffo u n d a t ons’ of adul e d S  country made the Soldier fight the
influence. The villagers took to S  t K ^ t  culture and with concentration. The

night watch” by turns and the nhilnsnnhv mnteA in enniptv family of the soldier was looked 
youth of the village volunteered E i y f e de?P^ d '“h ^  after by the State and the
Jn turn to prevent untoward waf unitv in diversity ° measures taken to help the
happenings during emergency. - soldier that died or disabled in

The writer had the opportu- The adults came forward in a the war have made the soldier 
nity of visiting many villages big way during the emergency: group a recognised one. The
during the emergency and found they gave away money, jewels, adults in the background of their

’ whatever they could, in the education have com$ forward to
Mvc J hc,auth?r, is rP,enel?1 Secretar.y’ interest of the nation. It wat not involve themselves in this nhiiar.
Mysore.8 ate Adult Educatl0n Countl ’ the bigness of the donation that thropic work.

Role Played by Adult Educators ' Forces in Education
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Some Suggestions
N.A. Ansari

THE recent war with Pakistan struggle for mass education after in our villages. This literature
has come to an end. But they have won their battles of should foster the values of unity
the emergency is still conti- freedom. Independence and and national integration. Youth

nuing and it poses certain chal- national challenges and triumphs clubs and other youth organisa-
lenges and opportunities to the give a sense of achievement, a tions can play a vital role in the
adult educators. very great sense of achievement programmes of national integra-

The major task to my mind tW\  hf e f.eize evef  tio\ an.d have t0 be Sive“ due
in the present emergency is to °PP°rtun.ty to capitalise on the emphasis and encouragement.
fight the problem of illiteracy pf°Pm °/ To my mind, if we take up
with more vigour and energy. , ond(1l T ^  the programmes of eradication of
Thisblotofmassiniteracyhasto illiteracy from our masses
be removed. country arrange for preparation and

Tt is the exnerience of literacy y' distribution of suitable reading
workers in different Darts of the In the Present circumstances materials, provide proper orienta-
worW that illiterate Deoole would in our country when we have got tion to our youth in schools,
like to become literate only if * ' 'lv* W  the f c"nt colleSes and universities and
they feel that literacy is useful to areK well-prepared for the organise programmes which will
them and that it is easy for them nat'on-bu.ld.ng activities and foster unity and national integra­
te learn to read and write. In the P ^am m es such as eradication tion we shall be going in the
present emergency the people ° t  d teraf  ,fromTl  e T  T ®  ngh dlT } '™ N  ° UI' paCC WlU be
should be induced to become °fir0UL r t v .  ° ? -  federated in the present circum-
literate because the situation i  t.Shnma i fances, w fn  the nation is proud
demands this thing from them. £ ?Hg.!£hPe0ple ° f f  soldiers and 1S willing to
Thev are tn bp better farmers to remain united, said There are make any sacrifice to support the

l  i “  £  b™ soldiers on our front.
workers to accelerate indus- n  ° W,
trial production. We have now ........0ur P fP ’f _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
to stand on our feet and it can T th  r n 1 J  1
only be done if farmers, indus- wi 5 courage ’5 Term ini tb i^ k  *  Still Available
trial workers are more knowledge- ° \  -7enainiy mis is -----------------_
able and give more production f- p? r un,ty f°r adu^ edu-
at the field and at the factory, cahon workers, to organize mas- E D I T f  \  T I O N

sive and intensive campaign for i .x v /1 1
History has shown that, mas- eradication of illiteracy. In Tr^iT*

sive programmes of adult literacy addition, to the programmes of O i l
and adult education have been eradication of illiteracy pro-
launched when nations or conn- grammes of continuing education P E R S P E C T I V E  
tries have been confronted with and extension education have
certain national problems and also a bright future. The toy J .R . K idd
challenges. Turkey under the National Service Corps should be
leadership of Mustafa Kamal invigorated in our colleges and r  , ,
Atatuik. Indonesia under the universities and our younger F orew ord  by M„S„ M e h ta
leadership of President Sukarno, generation should be given" a Rs. 24.00, $ 6.00
fi f>: under President Fiedcl proper orientation in the valuta ( n *  i?  urn w  i AurA n. \
Castro are some of the examples which we cherish and for dip R 12' ° ° f IALA inembers)
in this regard. As a matter of sake of which we will even die 
fact, many countries in the deve- with courage.
loping regions in Asia, Africa Th Available from :
and Latin America began their , .. ere a vast scope for pro-

........................... ............ ...............  ?ng m aterials'tr‘S ° n °,f re”,d- M a n  Adult Education
Dr. Ansar > is Deputy Director, persons with lim its  ltera. ’

Directorate o f Adult Education, abilities, literate workes tâ the Indraprastha Marg,
New Delhi. factories, literate young farmers N e w  Delhi-1.

Adult Education and National Emergency:
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v̂ ' of adult education work of some Indian and foreign
universities. The author gives practical suggestions 

LIFE-LONG EDUCATION °f cooperation between the universities and other
adult education agencies like Trade Unions, Coope­

ry  P.D. Shukla, Orient Longman, New Delhi, natives etc. in their continuing education work.
pages 114. Rs. 9.50. * The author has thoroughly reviewed the litera­

ture on adult education and references have been 
ly tU C H  needed information which should be of given at different places.

iremendcus value to adult education leaders Io ^  end there a[e ,w0 appendices. In lhe
and field workers has been presented by the flrs( dl,  the eKcrpts from the statement 

author an interesting and organ.sed manner. adopted by ,he Round Tab]e 0Q ..Life,long Inte.

, „ , grated Education” organised by the Indian Adult
>deaj thf i learnin8 1 s not to be confined to Education Association in New Delhi in 1968 has 

childhood and adolescence but ought to be carried beeQ iveQ Df Shuk,a was the Director of the
“ O’ a,nd adult ‘‘fe 18 not a new one- Round Table. In the second appendix an article
Aristotle and Confucius and many Indian thinkers 0Q „How Soviet Union Wi d 0ut Illiteracy” has
held such a view. Dr. Shukla has given quotations beeQ reproduced from the Indian Journal o f Adult
iroin Satapada Bralunana and Taittiriya Brahmana in ,, , , „ , , . . Education.wnich the need for life-long education has been
strongly pleaded. And the M am Smriti even states: While the book is a great addition to the adult
‘‘He only knows his god who devotes all his life to education literature yet some shortcomings need 
study.” to be recognised. Absence of index is one such

shortcoming.
The book after making a plea for life-long j  Sachdeva,

education in the first chapter attempts to describe the Documentation Officer.
new dimensions of adult education, and changes Indian Adult Education Association.
necessary in the educational system to make life-long 
education a reality.

Recently Published
In the chapter “ Dimensions of Adult Educa- ]VflllTU.ell

tion” , a brief account of adult education in India p
a°d the various type of courses offered has been
8‘Ven. It is an admitted fact that contribution of A d l i i t  L i t e r a c y  T e a c l l d ’S 
voluntary organisations in creating public opinion on * b N R G(«pta
Jhe need for a public policy on adult education Rs 10 00j Abfoad ? 275
has been tremendous. They have taken some (Rs, g 00 for ia e A members)
Pioneering projects in the field. But Dr. Shukla
has only named a few voluntary organisations with- —v<3- . .
0llt giving a reference to the work they are doing. A Indian Adult Education Association,
brief account of their work would have added to the 17=B, In d ra p ra s tl ia  M a rg ,
utihty of the book. N ew
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having^representativesfroni both official and non- 
official agencies.

WRITERS WORKSHOP CONCLUDES 
AT CHANDIGARH

Inaugurating a Writer’s Workshop for the pro- INTERNATIONAL LITERACY WEEK
duction of literature for neo literates, the Education „ T T/.Vcnpi?
Minister of Haryana, Shri Maru Singh Malik said in IN MYSUKt
Chandigarh on November 15, 1971 that literature; for The International Literacy Week was celebrated 
neo-literates should give correct and relevant subject in Mysore from September 8 to 14, 1971 by the
^  ie,r-,inJau,aT age l,nderstood by ‘hem and in a Mysore State Adult Education Council. During the

yle liked by them. « week stress was laid on launching new literacy
The seven-day Writers Workshop was organised centrCS’ startiag ° f rural bbraries and sale ?f bo° ka 

by the. Education Department of Haryana with he for adult ne°-lltJerat1es- of
objetive of producing suitable literature for adult anmversanes> display of folk-arts and folk dances
neo-literates attending the classes under the func 3nd organisat,on °f „ aid'o-visua' education
tional literacy and farmers education project and Pr°gramraes were Part of thc celebrat,ons-
inotheradult education centres being run by the Lectures highlighting the importance of function-
Mate Education Department. Shri V.S. Mathur, al literacy and adult education were arranged and
f ^ nrVJn!C °r r° ,Public Instrucdon, Haryana, was prominent educationists spoke on the occasions,
the Director of the Workshop. Appeals were made for whole hearted support for

Earlier, Shri V.K. Sibal, Director of Public literaay Pro8rammes in the State'
Instruction, Haryana, welcomed the Education 241 functions of educational value were organised
Minister and assured him that the material in several centres. Folk-art displays and film shows
produced at the workshop would be properly utilised were arranged in over 20 centres.
tor the neo-literates. He also gave a brief account
ot the various schemes of adult education under
implementation in the State.

Ten manuscripts were produced during the period 
of the workshop. The iunctional literacy primer 
produced oy the Directorate of Adult Education 
New Delhi, was also revised keeping in view the
requirements of the adults of Haryana. The manu- m  ai/ E  YEU1Escripts were also tested in the field. Some words T O  M I K E  T H E
which were not understood by the neo-literrtes were
changed.

The Workshop was attended among others by NATION STRONG
Sarvshri C. Bonanni, Unesco Expert on Materials 
lor Functional Literacy and K.B. Reee Assistant
NewCDeihi.the Directorate of Adult Education, Make the People Literate and

with the cooperation of the Indian Adult Educa ICflOwSecSgiable
non Association and Directorate of Adult Education 
an exhibition of materials produced by them was 
also organised.

The valedictory address of the workshop was 
delivered by Shri B.L. Ahuja, Education
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V A IT T II I  ATMTIT V n U C K T m K  Cooperative societies would create in the adults 
l U U i n  SLIM H U U L 1  LLMJCri 1 IU N  the desire for small savings. Thrift and loan socie-

(Continued from page 4) ties should work directly in the villages in order
to foster the habits of thrift. Youth should preach 

help from welfare centres, by organizing health cam- that the poorer a person is the less he can afford
paians in the community, and by initiating projects to waste, thus the more important it is for him to
in the compound, the village or urban areas. save, no matter how little. Similarly, consumer

The female sector of the youth organizations can, and marketing societies should encourage members
in like manner, maintain high levels of hygiene in to look upon dividends as a form of saving and
the home, promote family to family health cam- ^  ^  CHP"
paigns in the compound, the village, or urban neigh- P
bourhoods, and encourage parents to seek health In Nigeria, there must be an intensive concern 
information from health centres. These adult with regard to training people in the techniques of
education programmes, with particular accent on commercial business and industrial organization,
personal and environmental hygiene, have obvious This is particularly necessary because the indigenous
advantages. They ensure that there are youth orga- management and financial interest in the business
nizations that can undertake the task of arousing and commercial section of the country is still negligi-
interest in and recruiting adults to take advantage of ble. Cooperatives are schools in which the lessons
the facilities offered by the government, which would Qf commerce and trade and the reality of profit and 
enable adults to develop their individual powers and loss are learned from first-hand experience. These
to work more effectively for social and industrial lessions are learned, moreover, not only by the few
emancipation. who manage to scrape their way into secondary

school or even university, but by the peasant, by 
Extensive cooperative education the aging, barely literate, farmer, and by the house-

„  , , . wife. Cooperatives, because of the opportunities
Democracy demands a good s .*>. they offer for teaching and learning in a practical,

education and a well-developed sense " responsible way the techniques of trade and business
cience and responsibility if i is o an(j the disciplines of self-help and self-reliance,
tively. By combining social 1 ea f constitute the most important agency of fundamen-
practice and encouraging the development ot , d ti 
individual character and enterprise within the
community, cooperative societies reproduce at Extra. imrai dasses 
the village level the problems and processes being
faced at the national level. Those cooperating with In all our universities, there arc departments that 
one another understand the need to finance and sup- deal with the education of adult citizens who are not 
port services they consider vital to their existence attending the universities. They are known as 
and well-beina. They also know that the less for- departments of adult education or continuing edu- 
tunate members of the community should be given cation centres. This is another area in which the 
every chance to contribute to their own improve- youth could be involved in the promotion of adult 
men|  education. Young people could spearhead the

, - i i  arrangements for film shows, weekend schools, one-
Cooperative societies, particularly it g " day schools, discussion groups on topical problems,

sive drive as an arm of adult education y i u and refresher courses for adults in liberal adult edu-
youth organizations, can be a real torce or socia cati0n. Similarly, they could arrange specified lec-
and educational advancement from the vi age e\ . tureSj gjm sh0ws, and refresher courses at regular
With fundamental adult education, youth can ow intervals for adults of vocational classes and for 
the adults that there is a basic nee o crea e an others rendering special services to the country, such 
accumulate local capital for local inves men , y as apprentjce brick-layers, drivers, mechanics, and 
improving returns from agricultural production, i.e , shoernakers Finally, 'the youth could help to dis- 
giving the producer a better price. A great capacity tribute follow-up booklets written specifically for the 
to save and invest is then created. An important use of adults. The young could also lend a helping 
side effect of this is the promotion ot a more rapid |jan(j jn the organization and supervision of village 
growth of rural productive assets. libraries, placed at vantage points, for the adults.

The second lesson given to the adults is the At present, the governments in this country treat 
spirit of creating surplus from trade, part of which adult education as being peripheral to the main 
can be invested in more cooperative economic enter- scheme of general education. To establish effective 
Prise Collectively owned capital in the village or communication with the adult population, there 
town could be out to a productive use and the must be provision for more opportunities for adults 
returnTo the members would improve, thus in- to learn to read and write and to tram wh. c on he
creasin»their ibiluv to make further investments. In job. Providing such opportunities should be the 

their o*m ability to confront adversity. governments throughout the I ^deration
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Basic realignments are needed in the methods organizations, such as the YMCA, YWCA, NVSA, 
and contents of policies and programmes in order to YCW, IYL, the Boy’s Brigade, Girl Guides, Boy 
provide more active direct help to rural and urban Scouts, Girls’ Life Brigade, and a host of others, 
areas and to stir up a nationwide movement for the
involvement of youth in the promotion of adult Governments in Nigeria—federal, state, and local 
education. This implies a substantial increase in —have a powerful role to play in conforming with 
the votes for adult education, particularly at the the young in the promotion of all branches of adult 
state and local levels. The continued success of the education, particularly fundamental and vocational, 
youth organizations, in devoting their attention to The adventure of social and national reconstruction 
adult eduction, is of special value at a time like the is one in which those who have learned to see must 
present, when vast issues of social change and lead. But there is every reason to hope that the 
national reconstruction are actively taking place and number of those who wish to attend all forms of 
when we are entering a period that may well baffle adult education classes will increase rapidly, once 
and perplex the most discerning. the conviction gains ground that Nigeria is indeed

T . on the march and that the century of the common
^N .gena, each of the twelve states ought to man is really about to dawn. Adult education, 

csfablisn a centre to be serviced by specialized through all its varied agencies up to the national 
agencies, research and adult education depart- level, must invite men and women to join in the

Th1tScenPtrreVsatmay be small, "bffl‘'They^hoffld adventare and ^  enter int0 their hen,taSe; To do so’ 
be well equipped with communications experts, l l .must ltself be a movement embracing the ten 
capable of translating information into simple million exuberant young people, not only speaking 
language for local use and manuals showing simple their language but genuinely sharing their aspirations 
guidelines and methods of teaching for the youth and helping the adults towards their goal.

j|j f i l l i p '  Only ‘M EGH’ can do it! j

m B B S  'MEGH’ marked quality Slated Roll-up Black Boards can very gj
kj .E SS  Wel1 C0mPete with any FOREIGN Roll-up Black Boards inasmuch as §
S they arC Hand-y> Protable, Anywhere hangeable, Writeable with chalk, 3

Readable from any angle of vision due to its scientific coating and u

f  , , MEGH ROLL-UP BLACK BOARDS ARE BLESSED & 4

J = RNDED BY THE EMINENT EDUCATIONISTS a t HOME& 3

AgBPSjv For literature, please write to: — ................................ ’ H

I  M/s. MEGH S U TE  FACTORY PRIVATE L td . 1
£ nA P.B. No. 24. U
« B ARAM ATI. (Poona) |

------- jj
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Literacy Necessary for Development
of the Country 

P.M.’s CALL TO ADULT EDUCATORS

T)RIME Minister Indira Gandhi said in Hyderabad Describing Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh, chairman 
A on February 3, 1972 that literacy was the base of the Andhra Mahila Trust, as an old friend, the 

on which the country could be built. Prime Minister said she had worked under her in the
Central Social Welfare Advisory Board. She said 

“ I personally cannot imagine what life would be Mrs. Deshmukh was a dynamic person with great 
if I cannot read a book and benefit by it,” she concern for helping the people, particularly women 
added. and she had injected a new spirit in the field of

voluntary work. She had also combined in her 
The Prime Minister was addressing a large voluntary work nutritional and other aspects that 

gathering after commissioning the “Literacy House” were necessary in rural areas, 
at the Andhra Mahila Sabha premises in Hydera­
bad- In a reference to Mrs. Welthv Fisher, the

renowned social worker, who had laid the founda- 
The Literacy House built with assistance from tion stone for the building, Mrs. Gandhi said even 

|he World Literacy Organisation of Canada of though she was over 90, she was the youngest person 
Rs. 6.7 lakhs, would train a thousand teachers every she had ever known. Age. the Prime Minister added, 
year for the purpose of making farmers in the rural was no bar to new ideas or active work, 
areas literate to the fifth standard.

The Canadian High Commissioner, Mr. James 
The Prime Minister expressed the hope that this George, said Canada had so far given over F . 700 

Work would expand and help in bringing about a crores by way of assistance to India and more than 
new thinking in our rural people. two-thirds of this was gift.

Stating that she would like to give all her good Earlier welcoming the Prime Minister, Mrs. 
wishes to the project, Mrs Gandhi expressed the Deshmukh said she was filled with joy that the 
hope that it would not only help in spreading Prime Minister had found time to commission the 
literacy but in giving initiative and resourcefulness Literacy House.” “ I have always felt I have a claim 
to the people wherever they were, on you as a social worker, she said.



Education Association will leave for Paris on Febru- 
ary 13, 1972 to attend a meeting of the International

set-up by UNESCO.
. , u r , ■ m, , . r, , . This meeting will consider the preparatory steps
Adult Education in Developing Countries for the Third ^ Qr]d Conference to be held in Tokyo

A short course in U.K. from July 25 to August 7, 1972. The theme of the
conference is “Life-long Education—Its Implications 

The Department of Adult Education, University for Adult Education Programmes.”
of Manchester in co-operation with the Department --------
of Educational Studies, University of Edinburgh and
Department of External Studies, University of N ew  In st i tu tio n a l M e m b e r s
Oxford, will organise a short course on Adult
Education in Developing Countries in United The following agencies have recently become the 
Kingdom from May 5 to July 30, 1972. institutional members of the Indian Adult Education

Association:
The course is designed for adult educators and (1) Eastern U.P. Adult Education Centre,

others from developing countries who have relevant Deoria.
professional experience. The syllabus will include: a (?) Recional Council for Adult Education
survey of adult education practice in Britain and in { ) S a f  Educat.on,
developing countries, adult learning theory and ... T •* „  u . . ,
technique, economic and social background, com- ^  Llteracy House, (Southern Region), Hydera-
munity development, health education and literacy, bad-
use of audio-visual resources, administration and (4) Ban-kyn-Shew-Jing-Tir Adult’s Night
organisation, comparative adult education, indus- School, Lyngkyrdem, Meghalaya.
evaluat foiHechniques tminin8’ and research and (5) Servants of the People Society, Chandigarh.

rr.i , „ Life Members
ine course will be for eight weeks at the TTniv̂ r

sity of Manchester and &two weeks* each* the ( ) w ”  P'N<; JavaraPPa Gowda, President,
University of Oxford and Edinburgh ‘ Mysore State Adult Education Council,

8 Mysore.
The Department of Adult Education, University ^  Miss L?ena Joseph> Directorate of Extension

of Manchester, also runs advance courses leading Education, University of Udaipur, Udaipur.
to Diploma in Adult Education, Community Deve- --------
lopment, and in Industrial Education and Training
and the Degree of Master in Education and Dnrtnr 0 , > „ . - .of Philosophy. a L,octor Occasional Students to be Admitted to

Open University

o f M t : r r V\T r° feKSS°trE/cG- ,Wede,l> University Adults who want to update their knowledge of a of Manchester, Manchester (England). particular subject but have no immediate intention
of taking a degree will be admitted to the Open 

___ _ University in U.K. in 1972 as ‘occasional students.’
They will not need a foundation course credit before 
progressing to higher levels, a regulation which 

c , T , .I, . . .  „  applies to all Open University graduates.
Swedes Lead World in Newspaper Reading T, .

the urst course to be made available for these 
Swedes remain the world’s most avid newspaper !| , nts. is at second level in electromagnetics and 

readers with more than one daily in circulation for e‘ectr°nics- This course, which can also form part
every two people in the country, according to the 01 undergraduate degree studies, is expected to be of
latest Unesco Statistical Yearbook, just published value and interest for those in industry, government 
Japan leads in Asia with 503 copies of newspapers in es abhshments, hospitals, engineering and commerce 
circulation for every 1,000 people. who have a need for electronics. Priority for

(Unesco Features) students0 however, be given to ongoing

2



neighbouring Asian countries but 
this is largely confined to in­
dividuals rather than expressed 
in institutional commitment of 
effort. It is evidenced in mem­
bership of ASPBAE but not in 
the programmes of members of 
the Australian Association of 
Adult Education.

Training o f A dult Educators socio-economic character, most
' ^  adult education in Australia is of

m A h i 11 a  only marginal relevance to other
£ l U o l i d l l a  ASPBAE member countries; the

closest resemblance is with simi­
lar highly urbanised societies,

rhric r>„L-p notably Hongkong which is also
cnris L>uke in the British tradition of adult

Director, Centre for Continuing Education, education.
Australian National University, Canberra Summarising: adult education

in Australia is largely concerned 
with the refinements of life in 
an affluent society, although a 
minority of the work of the tra­
ditional agencies (universities, 
WEA’s, boards and departments 
of education) is more directly 
concerned with credit-bearing 
courses and professionally orien-

c . . . . , . . .  ted refresher work,socio-economic context the same time it is showing
AUSTRALIA is an affluent ^  The education and training of

A  country with a high per , . Af f n MC0"n? ies adults in Australia S
capita income. It is a Wes- ?nd, 1S tbas a/  ..tbe„ same time „  ., .

tern society, adjacent to but not b?tb “  . exploiter and “ex- Widening the brief, we find
inmost senses yet a part of Asia. p,OIted >n te™s ° f  what is much more adult educational
Its traditions are largely British, s?“ etl“ es called neo-colo- provision and expertise in
and it shows the same strengths ma l , sm- Australia including more of
and weaknesses in education, A, ,, , .. . . . .  as p r a p”6 evaac.e to other
although its (non-adult) educa- Adult education in this context ASPBAE countries.
tional provision is less well Thought and provision in There is (so far as I know)
adapted to changing demands adult education reflect these do systematic study or provision
than is the British system. characteristics. Adult education of any form of literacy education

Australia is w in n in c  to see is conceived lar§ely in non-techni- for adults in Australia. There is,
itself al iart of AsT § This is cal> . non-vocational and non- however, increasing interest,
evidenced ffl the fsfflwV develon credit terms as in Britain. It research and provision in educa-
m ent^f interest in Asian la^Jgu- n° rma,ly meanS !eisure^™ e tion for Aborigines (for example
age and culture as well as trade ^creation-oriented adult educa- family education activities where
and economic aid Econo- rathe'  than education of mothers and young children learn
■ nfca lir S o u g h " -  affluent contexts and fo, at, their commnni,,
Australia is still largely dependent pUrJ ° SeS;. , „ situation;.
°n primary exports and on The clientele of adult educa- There is a developing, but
fluctuations in world prices and ‘J011 thls se.nse largely reflects fragmented and uncoordinated,
foe trade and fiscal policies of tbe affluent middle class character interest in community develop-
larger nations like the United of Australian society, though ment, particularly for rural
States, Japan and Britain. At small-scale efforts are made at communities suffering economic

special provision for disadvant- depression and often displace-
T T T ' — -------- aged groups. ment from the land to the cities.

background paper for the ASPBAE ™u„ _  ■ , . . .  .
Seminar on “Training of Adult Edu- There is general interest in The Commonwealth Depart-
cators” the adult education activities of ment of Labour and National
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nnnnm3 ^ S ^ePtember 1971) is conducted without regular or some other formal educational
c f .^ substantial pro- systematic consultation with other institutions, notably the newly

nf f ° f retraining members; it relies mainly on the classified colleges of advanced
c u l , r r̂ e?.T,W lere 11 competence of its own profes- education (which probably offer

- f ,| l . V? o'1216, is an sional personnel in the Integration relatively more short professional
opening following the acquisition Branch. courses for adult nractifionersof new skills. The training will courses tor aouit practitioners
take place (principally) in The Office of Aboriginal than do the umversit.es) and also
established technical colleges Affairs similarly disburses funds of1( at ?orae techn‘cal
There is virtually no o S On smaller quantity) to establish- ?ol eges. A though some of these
between the Department of Lab- ed educational agencies such as ' nstl utlous take the training and
our and National Service and the university departments, for parti- development of their own teachers
Agencies usually described as cular projects in aboriginal adult m° ie serious y than do the
providing adult education. education. It is at present consi-rpi derine soonsorini? a ♦/-* CAC snd the Ccinberrn. Technical

The separate States have examine needf n ro v S n  College provide small-scale in­
significant corps of agricultural the effectiveness* of methnric’h ' service programmes, unlike the
ex ension officers, trained in agri- employed i n t h e  e I n  National University in the same
. u ura colleges, whose responsi- Aboriginal adults * city) there 1S no specific provision
b hties embrace some community At30r^ inal adults. of courses in the teaching of
development (unctions and whose The forms of education for adults.

^ :£ iT ':r£ n t t  Mr  i"diiBtria' <??■New South WaUo t ,  , orp r,,,;,! . „ . . jh .1 ey mercial concerns and publicjncw south Wales, for example, , quite close to traditional service departments hive snh-
there are colleges at Wagga and adult education and have formal .• , . P .
Richmond. The latter, Hawkes- or informal ties with the AAAE. fd em frew '^'fi seo ‘on? c°ncem-
bury Agricultural College, has A great deal of other work is cd entirely with the induction,
recently instituted an advanced done in a piecemeal and largely further training, refresher train-
one-year full-time diploma in uncoordinated form, usually but if8’ . aod sometimes the diversi-
rural extension which has as not entirely for credit following. ^ a !u° and carefr development
its purpose the introduction of examination and with a view to fJnnH ri? 0W-D PSr"
experienced extension officers enhancing the student’s iob /-° ne/‘* Although there is no
land similar personnel, for opportunities and market value formal training;or entry require-
example in forestry and conser- « , • “ ent for- such Poslt,ons’ among
vation) to the behavioural .Several universities engage in the training units and staff
sciences. quite significant extension activi- colleges of banks, industrial

Thp r v . i . i  , f’es otber than through their companies and public service
mem of Prim? r ' depart- departments of adult education departments there is probably
vides mm, udustry pro- or extension. Some for example more expertise and more techni-
extension work t0 this Sy,d??y. and.the Australian Natio- cal knowledge about processes of
ltation with ’ 10| m c?nsu‘ nal University (ANU), have post- teaching and training adults than
agencies of adult education‘t,0Ua committees in medicine in the agencies normally identifi-

aauit education. (or other special agencies) which ed as adult education.
. " -  department of Immigra- have u° formal connection with There are also in Australia ation disburses significant sums of the University’s adult education inere are also in Australia a
money lor tire education of adult department. Monash Uffiver fiv 7  , 7  ° / ° tber Spe,Cial ,agencleSf
migrants, mainly in spoken and in Melbourne X T s n S S  7 ?. u fducatlon of
wntten English, but, recently refresher courses L  ,X° adulls- One probably known to 
als?' f°r courses intended to engineering. Because it is finding ° ther memlf  rs ° j  ASPBAE is the
assist migrants in understanding [he large demand for such course run by the International
and adapting to Australian b^ond the administrative r e ^  Training Section of the Depart-
cusioms and institutions. The tes of its internal d e o a r E u  ment. ?f foreign Affairs, which
Department, through its Jt is planning to esnft i i provides three-month courses for
Integration Branch, allocates continuing education unit in tfic overseas students,
tLinds to existing educational coming triennium. Atnrpwn it A significant institution is the 
agencies (evening colleges, 18Pnot possible to say how much MourU Eliza Staff College in
uiiiveisity adult education ° this extension work is heino Victoria which is concerned
departments etc.) and has of carried on by different dem it exclusively with management edu-
late n some concern with the ,aients «n Australia’s 16 , , 3  ’ catl0n (in the broadest sense) for
m cl hods of teaching employed t,e»- It is ad hoc, u ncoord £ 3  both public and private sector,
and the value bung received tor and lacks specially trained staff The Australian Council of Trade
Its 8raD(!’;, phc Department is a arK specialist administrators Unions is in an early stage of
member of A AAI but its work The same is • * ’ * considering the establishment of

,S bec°m'ng true of some kind of trade union college



similarly concerned with manage- but not ‘professional teacher’, must take a (three-year) diploma
ment education for unionists. standards for the recruitment of course before they become exten-

A comprehensive catalogue part-time tutors. Full-time sion officers. A number of
would include the training estab- appointments to such agencies agencies provide short in-service
lishments of the armed forces, an<̂  departments are by adver- courses for their own or other
professional bodies like the Royal tisement and interview. Criteria personnel. These are normally
Australian College of General f°r selection vary, are not sys- limited to from a half-day to a
Practitioners, the Joint Services tematically spelt out, and emb- week in duration.
Staff College in Canberra, and race. mainly formal educational . tuerefn misiPnHino tr>
many other, mostly specialised, attainment and relevant educa- sDeak o V ^ r nrrfesTion of fdnFagencies. tional experience. They do not speaic or a profession of adult

. . , . , . include professional training in educators in Australia (whether
Summarising: adult education adu]t education widely or narrowly conceived),

in Australia takes many diverse ' If teachers of adults need formal
forms, but because of the tradi- The same is true for the specialised training at all, Aus-
tional perception of such work, training establishments of other tralia clearly suffers that need
and because of the fragmented organisations. The training officer almost to as high a degree as is
nature of purpose and provision in the public service does not possible,
through a diversity of educa- enjoy a “career” ; usually he is
tional training and other esta- a clerk, probably but not neces- It is possible that one or an-
blishments, the scale and, at sarily a graduate who will move other Australian University,
times sophistication, of provi- into another sphere after a few through its Faculty of Education,
sion, is seldom recognised. years. The public service pro- might during this decade develop

As -1 snr-ipfv Australia is vic,es short non-credit courses a post-graduate teaching diploma
.  ^  ,. society, Australia is for some of its training officers in adult or continuing education.
tho^rli 1 I o n 1 rh■!nop 'Vrhnna or sponsors their attendance on (Possibly the most likely univer-

change (chang- extf£ , a] short courses. The sity for this is at present Monash,
ng motes and values, changing trajD;ng section of the Public though there are adult educators

c?npp ofPhniheC!k llst 16 H°w? Service Board is hopeful that a* ,east in the Universities of
y o p f o , ! !  fir! It S  I  l i  reclassification will shortly make Western Australia and New
inla t ti fi t ,8 V7 a,1d the training officer a more “ pro- England who would like to deve-
s o l f n  i however;. !,“t'e fessional” person, and that lop such a course). Probably
pm ih P 'V recognition of there wjll bg a need for such a course would be well
and tU h HavCdf0r I?!- rnes1po,1.se’ formal professional training patronised by a number of
ford adnlr and L  a .njt.lonal P,an for the more senior positions in employers of adult educators and
for aduit and continuing educa- h training section 1 training officers. Well designed.
tion, or a Commonwealth agency h it could have considerable appeal
concerned with this area of The army education corps also to students planning careers
education (matching agencies for similarly recruits its officers with- in adult education or community
school, university and other out formal training, though they development in neighbouring
tertiary education) is yet remote. tend to be trained school teachers countries.

Similarly, the day when train- (as are some public service train- . .
ing needs in adult education will mg personnel and some industrial An alternative is that such a
be looked at comprehensively, training officers). As in industry course might be developed in one
seems far away. and commerce, there are non- °f the colleges of advanced edu-

credit short courses within the cation. Perhaps the most likely
Training and training needs in corps, and individuals are spoil- at present is the Canberra College
adult education sored to attend relevant courses °* Advanced Education; its

There is no svstematic and (provided for example by uni- School of Teacher Education is
formal tra L e  for anv 'branch versity extra-mural departments). planning next year to launch a,i ra.nng. or any oranen diploma course in tertiary teach-

the education of adults in There is at present no syste- ing, the only precedent for
nstraha. mafic and formal training for which is at Monash Univer-

Much of the non-vocational any kind of adult education in sity (started 1971). The 
voluntary teaching of adults Australia. Students of the Sydney Principal of the Canberra
(usually in evening classes) is University M. Ed. degree and of College of Advanced Education
done either by school-teachers the University of New England has a particular interest in
0r by persons with appropriate B. Ed. degree can, if they wish, administration in, and aid to,
Cfaft and similar skills. Agencies take a unit in adult education, developing countries; such a
delusively devoted to such edu- but there is no course purpose- course, should it be established,
cation of adults (university adult built for adult education and would probably be so designed
education departments and training personnel. Extension as to appeal also to Australia’s
WEA’s) tend to set academic, officers are the exception: they neighbours.
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The case of the ANU, and Faculty of Arts. Because of the sion with agencies providing edu-
prospects for cooperation need for systematic post-graduate cation for adults) is an accurate

The final section of this paper ^  suggested above (and reflection of the state of thought
looks at the National University, because the University has no and understanding about the
both to illustrate the problems of Faculty of Education and is, education of adults in Australia
developing university courses in therefore, not equipped to mount and about training therein,
adult education, and to suggest a . post-graduate diploma-level .
lines for international coopera- training programme, nor prepared To conclude positively, it
tion, given the unique situation t0 d° s°) Centre developed a should be possible for Australia
ana ’ Tecmirrps nf thp National scheme for the study of continu- to develop cooperatively with
University ing education by course work fellow ASPBAE countries, train-

and dissertation at the master’s ing programmes for those educat- 
The Centre for Continuing level. This has been rejected as ing adults. The AAAE now has

Education of the Australian inappropriate to the Faculty of a full time professional secretariat
National University, was esta- Arts, mainly because of the (appointed in January 1971) and
Wished in 1969 with a small (necessarily) multi-disciplinary could become the effective focus
academic staff appointed as pro- nature of the degree. The or headquarters for ASPBAE’s
fessionals and academics in con- Faculty’s offer of UDits in Australian work (Mr. D. Robert-
tinuing education rather than as continuing education in other son, Secretary, A.A.A.E., P.O.
subjects specialists. The main master’s degrees (for example Box 1346, Canberra City, 2601,
intention was that the Centre sociology) is seen in the A.C.I. Australia),
should mobilise university Centre as an inadequate
resources for national and local substitute, for it would do little
extension purposes (both to develop the distinctive profes- The ANU Centre for Conti-
refresher training and problem- sional knowledge and competence nuing Education (apart from
oriented conferences and semi- of continuing education which supervising post-graduate study
Bars as well as longer courses). Australia needs, (it remains to for selected adult educators from
CCE staff expanded the brief to be seen if the course will win ASPBAE countries) could coordi-
embrace training and research in approval through some other • nate, or assist in coordinating,
the field of continuing education, channel, or whether the Centre relevant expertise from the diver-
both in Australia and for adult will for the time being have to sity of setting mentioned above,
educators in neighbouring restrict itself to degrees by thesis, including management education
countries. and to shorter non-credit seminars and consultancy and administar-

and workshops ) tive studies, to mount extended
Since their research assistance . workshops or training courses,

has been added to the Centre’s This example is of an agency It should be possible to develop a 
establishment for work on the which is in many ways fortunately scheme whereby parties of adult
c ucaUon of adults; the principle located and treated in the educator visit Australia for in-
o icnoraty and paid visiting National University. I strongly tensive crash courses in theoreti-
ellows has been accepted; short support the position taken by the cal and practical subjects

traming courses on aspects of French-speaking syndicate at the relevant to their tasks.
11, E lf.mp Iearrj 'nS have been JCUAE Second World Conference Conversely, perhaps more

seminar scries i l m l r .  academic (Montreal, August 1970) to the fruitfully, project teams could be
cation has hppn PQtahiun1?!8 edll|T fFect ^ at ■t^e responsibility of coordinated from Australia to
contributors from varim?® ’ he- ,university at the level of visit (in a training-and-consul-
of continuing education anH frr,dS i ^ ’P1118 aTld research extends to fancy role) particular countries or
different States of thcCommn^ Pri forms of adult and continuing regions with needs in the areas of
w S  a few ft m a, SOciety’ althou8h training or organisation develo p-
programmes have been launched “exteSom” ^ n ro v iT ^  ment for adult education (includ-
The principle has also been university fD v  °" A  th,e ing- ,comi?lun,ty .development,
established that the Centre may The Faculty cnn^rn ^  agricultural extension, literacy,
enrol and supervise suitable ‘f l  t r a tn ^ ,  refresh^ ^ofk
candidates for the degrees of work proposal and '  , rSe M ^  Pc0l,t[Cal and S0Cial
Ph.D. and master by thesis. cerns as to w’h « S  • COn'  edu,c,at'on)r Such arrangements

academic n? o r r. this 18 an could be of significant benefit to 
A central intention of the ing course tn  r° u train" professional adult educators and

Centre has, however, been at would be sn ffii ? h-ether then( !he]r, c!ients in all the countries
least temporarily frustrated by demand for sm h J a Intere,st and involved. ASPBAE would appear
the University through its cern not subslantiaf^?6’ f  C° n* j° *ie °^vious agency tonot substantiated by discus- develop such arrangements.
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education schools using the day- and distribute government
time elementary school buildings pamphlets in an attempt to help 
and teachers were set up all over villagers to improve themselves, 
the country. In this manner
about 1.4 million people became “  should be mentioned that,
literate between 1940-1944. from 1944 to 1964, adult educa-

,,,, . tion did not receive much supportWhen the new government from the Government. D^ ing
came into power in the second that entire ti the budget allo!
S f ltof l9,44’ t.the Compulsory cated for adul’t educatfon was

A Dili T abolished.^From^then on Ae adult meaSre and was rarel? increased'
illiterate would come to school on In 1965, the National Educa-
a voluntary basis only. Because tion Council, the National Eco-

E  f l l J P  A X I O M  °f tbe a^olishment of the Act nomic Development Board, and
C l / U W A  1 l U i l  and because of the Second World the Ministry of Education once

War, the number of schools and again became concerned about

m the number, of adult students adult education. Several factors 
decreased gradually. The number aroused their concern. The first
of adults who became literate one was the illiteracy problem,
during 1945-1947 totalled a mere Even though the Government had

T l f A f f  A M O "  80,000. established elementary schools all
1 i m i L A l U /  In 1948, adult education took °ver tbe Kingdom and the Four

a new upward turn when the Year Compulsory Education Act
Ministry of Education expanded bac* beer] m force since 1921, still
the existing programme by the absolute number of illiterates
adding a continuing education was approximately 5 million and
programme, a system of public "literacy rate was 28 per cent.

Sman Sangmahli** libraries, and mobile education The second factor which con-
units. tributed to their concern was that

There are two types of con- although a majority of the popu-
tinuing education, general and Jation received 4 years of school-
vocational. Dropouts from ele- research showed that about
mentary school or graduates of 33 per cent of them could not
literacy classes may further their maintain their literacy,
study in adult education courses The third factor they took into
to Level II, III, and IV; com- consideration was that 75 per cent
parable to grades 4, 7, and 10 of the Thai people live in rural

ON December 23, 1937 the respectively in formal education. areas, practice agriculture, and
Government of Thailand pro- Besides these general, continuing generally have a low income and
claimed in parliament that education courses, adults who poor health. Many of these

it would do its best to support graduate from Level II may take people migrate to the cities and
activities which would eradicate short vocational courses such as; have difficulties adjusting to life
illiteracy and promote the moral- dre£s makln8> cooking, barbering, in urban areas, hence create
ity and citizenship of its people, or beautician training, etc., to many problems for the cities as
thus initiating what would later improve their skills or to train well.
be called adult education. themselves for a new profession, ^  fourth cause for con(.ern

According to the 1937 census ^  public library was set up in was Thailand’s 3.2 per cent popu-
there were about 16 million every district (all 539 districts) in lation growth rate, one of the
People in Thailand, and of those, th,e K\n8dom with the intention world’s highest.
4-8 million adults were consider- of helping adults to maintain The National Adult Education
ed illitpratp Tn 1040 ThP their Meracy and further their ( education" illiterate. in u 4U m e . , d Steering Committee was set up in
Compulsory Adult Education Act kn0 8e> 1968. The Committee consists of
was promulgated and adult A mobile education unit was the Under Secretary of seven

provided for every province (all Ministries, the Secretary General
„ ’Background Paper for the ASPBAE 71 provinces). Each one consists of the National Education Coun-
ernmar on “Training of Adult of a vehicle equipped with a cil and the National Economic
Tt^m rs ’’ movie projector, a slide pro- Development Board. The func-
¥*j«t. Department ofC E l L S y ‘Tnd -iector’ an ( amplifier, a tape tions of this Committee are to
qr-ĵ ult Education, Government of recorder, and a generator. These plan, coordinate, promote, and

uailand, Bangkok. units show movies to villagers evaluate adult education activities
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operated both by governmental organizations in this country is 3. Ministry of Education, Divi-
and non-governmental organiza- yet to be fully developed. How- sion of Adult Education:
tions. ever, among important non- The Divisjon Gf Adult Edu-

governmental organizations cation which is directly responsi- 
Present Adult Education which to some extent are already b]e f0r jjie adult education
Programmes functioning in the field of adult activiues of the Ministry of

education, the following could be Education, presently operates
1. Adult Education programmes mentioned: many adult education pro-

organized by the Thai Govern- grammes. It also acts as the
E , “o » ° f  BuddLt Mon£ M d  positions Secretariat of the National Adult

' of nrestiee in both rural nnd Education Steering Committee.
1.1 Ministry of Defence. This urbfn areas of Thailand! They The budget for adult education

Ministry organizes literacy classes are responsible for the religious has lllcreased three-fold in recent
for illiterate draftees in the Army and spiritual education of the years- Some of its programmes
and Navy. For those who are community in their charge. Some are *isted below.
iterate, some vocational courses 0f them conduct adult literacy 3 1 The Functional Literacy

«l r tp -aS . p0Umy ,raising and classes in their monasteries and Programme. In the past the
some offer vocational courses in Royal Thai Government’s

1.2 Ministry of Interior The carpentry, metal work, and reli- efforts have been concentrated
Ministry of Interior organizes gious arts- The traditional cus- mainly on the establishment
many programmes as follows: tom sti11 Prevails whereby boys and maintenance of public
Liteiacy education and vocational who are 20 years old should go libraries and village news­
training for inmates of prisons hito die priesthood for at least paper reading centers. These
and prostitutes detained by court diree .months to receive some are important because a study
order, village leadership training education and training in by the Ministry of Education in
courses for" prospective village Buddhism. 1968 showed that about 33 per
leaders, and dress making, cook- 2 2 Christian Mission, Often cent of those who graduated from ing and handicraft courses for rm Z7- *7 Missions. °Ben grade four regressed t0 illiteracy
women in the community deve- Christian Missionaries are active within a few years after leaving
lopment villages. V n literacy and reading promo- school. The same thing was

n  , ,  lon amo,ng he,ir followers. They found t0 be true of aduUs liaving
1.3 Ministry o f Health. This are particularly active in the completed literacy classes. Thus

Ministry produces filmstrips and north and the north-west regions th Favailabiiity 'of newspapers,
movies tor public viewing and of the country and among tribal book wa„ J newspa ' and
pamphlets concerning diseases. groups. other written materials in the

1.4 Ministry of Agriculture 2.3 The National Cultural villages was judged to be of
This Ministry sets up demons- Council. The Council, a body great importance in helping the
tration stations for giving lectures of intellectual and cultural leaders villager to retain his reading and
and circulating pamphlets about °f the country, has a committee writing skills. While these activi-
agricultural methods. for the production of reading ties are deemed most worthwhile

! 5 This r r S e S '  “ at

in detention homes. d ti ?d Promotes the pro- In 1967 as a result of a
, , nai  ,  . D . = r l We,H-llIUStra.tedS,Upple- UNESCO Conference in Iran,

. 7i t ie. >‘me Minis- ‘ , y ):ad'ng ,mate.r‘a!s f°r a major elfort was made to revise
f  ■ this oflice controls all radio 5 n and adults. the currjculum of the literacy
and elevision stations. There are 2 4 Associations programme to meet the needs
regulations issued by this office «  l!' There are of the ncoole This now nro-
tbat all radio and television YMCA EducatS^A88 ‘he gramme was tried out in Lam-
stations must prov.de time for , Thailand tC  pa"S Province aad later onnews and educationa program- • . inaildnch the Teacher ‘ ninfiwi to tUo
mes. The universities are also ' nst,Ulte: lhe Mental Health flnd ib e tL  ^ orthern
under this Office and they have Association, the Home Econo- cram me was sneroEf i ° f P1°o
olfered evening courses lo the ; , lc.s,^.ssoc‘atlon of Thailand, the literacv was mn “ Pu. as. fai asBuddhist Association o f  T hai literacy was concerned, the eva-
P,,b"C' land, the Private* School Asso- f t f c ,  “  S“ "

2. Non Governmental Organise- *?” which regularly f , i  s 1  to T ? ,  aSpeCt.. „ . h organize ectures dismissions Jn,s Iecl to another major
"™ :; . debate, and d T o J S T t e  «W ,km | n 1970.

The role of non-government#! thepubhe. The Department oblained
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technical advice from U.S. AID ques to a prepared public. There- the cost being born by the
and World Education Inc., (a fore, it can be said that the Ministry of Education.

group working for ultimate change which is the Vocational education courses
USAID) and the curriculum was behavioural change of the are usuaiiv between three anH
thoroughly overhauled. Concepts individual will not be direct five montbs iong. More than
included in the new programme result of this project; but rather 25 courses are offered- for
fall into 4 categories: (I) Earning it serves to pave the way for example: dress making, ’cook-
a_ living;: (2) family economics; such ultimate change. ing, typewriting, hair styling,

^  fami'y .P ,an"ing The new materials have been book keeping, electrical
!  Itfn so designed that they practically engineering, driving, radio repair,

*  d?’. aud o-visual teaches themselves, however, a mechanical engineering, music,
l  r short training course for teachers photography, etc. Most voca-

nn lp in iL  r r f f l i  in 5 has been developed because the tional schools operate in the
are nnw hpino fipM S fp rf nnH new materials represent such a evenings, however, some function
?vnln^Hb fn8r f ! ip l  rd ■ • d radical departure from the tradi- on weekends. Mobile vocational

flHnntinn h i  !  tional Thai teaching methods. educational units are open in the
pntfrp v® i  d w  AH Provincial Education Officers day-time and move from village
thS ^  oilS  and Supervisors have participat- to village according to the inter-
Fnnriin iai T̂ t J Pc ■, ed in a seven day seminar design- est and request of the villagers.
L " f S K m « S T a ^ l b ^ -  Cdt° ° ricnt th£m t0 th£ neW 3-3 Local Centre,.
through in an entirely new form Pr° fram“ e a'ld the team of In 1948 the government establish-
of Literacy Training here-to  valuators have been carefully ed public libraries in all cities
fore unknown in the world. tra,ned‘ aad , | ar8? towns, however,
About 500 students and 20 3 2 The Continuing Education these libraries do not reach rural
teachers are narticinatinn in the v ^ommumg naucanon people who are in great need of
“  p/o k t P S p ^ is ? r  and S T  s^  P‘S a ” ?  of raateria's *° ™ > ? i "
the term of evaluators » ,  .ha, S " ,  d aSSca a/d  d ^ o u k  ^  So [ h ia ^ e tT e

iS ry 'w sh .id '.H “E c e X ™  th e '1 " lar, ■S'dh00f Di,isi»” »f A-iui? Edocato,very mgn ana attenaance ngures There are two kinds of continu- established a nilnt nrmPPi
are no less than an astounding ;ng education one is general staoiistied a pilot project to
70—90°/ in the riee nlaniino T  e° UCdUOD’ one is general provide reading materials for. yu 'o m me rice planting, education and the other is villaoprc The viilnnprt-
rainy season, when one would vocational education villagers. I he villagers are res-
anticipate that attendance would V0Catl0nal educatlon- pons.ble for providing the locale,
be scanty. This functional lite- General education courses are a ncwsPaPer rack and provide 
racy class is 5 month long, 3 from Level II to Level V. Level care *or materials. TThe
days a week and 21 hours per II. is equivalent to grade 4 of government provides three daily
day, usually started around regular school. The course is six newspapers, tree government
6 p.m. months long, five days a week, publications, and other reading

two hours per day. Level III is materials. One librarian visits
This project of Functional equivalent to grade 7 and is e . c*jn. , w*ce a month to

Literacy and Family Life Plan- designed for graduates of grade give advice and new materials,
ning is based on the philosophy 4 or Level II. Level IV is It is hoped that, this pilot project
that if the public were to posses equivalent to grade 10. Study at ae P tae Vlda8er retain his
the correct knowledge and atti- Levels III & IV is 11/2 years, literacy and keep up with the
tudes, then the ultimate changes each divided into three six-month progress and development of the
required for the implementation terms. The course of each level country.
of such knowledge in their daily is divided into six groups of 3.4 Youth Training Pro-
life would eventually follow. subjects and students are required gramme. The division of Adult
It is also expected that those to take two subjects each term. Education has been experiment-
who already possess the correct Subjects passed may be accumu- ing with youth training since
knowledge and attitudes towards lated until six groups are com- 1965. In this programme, the
the new innovations would be pleted. This procedure is quite TUFEC (Thailand Fundamental
more inclined to make a further popular with adults. Level V is Education Center) training centre
study or to seek further know- two years long. The students are in cooperation with community
ledge on their own. Those who required to take the government development workers select pros­
take part in community develop- examination at the end of the pective leaders who are between
®ent such as the community second year. If they pass they 18 and 25 years of age, one from
development workers, agricul- may enter a university as a full- each of 30 villages. The trainees
ture workers, doctors, nurses, time student. Students in Levels stay at TUFEC for six weeks and
®tc., would find it easier to III, IV & V must pay 50 per cent
introduce new ideas and techni- of the teachers’ salary, the rest of (Continued on page Id)

9



Language courses; equal treatment of the four 
language streams (Malay, Chinese, Tamil and Eng­
lish) is implemented in its general education pro­
grammes; the introduction of Vocational Preparatory 
Classes for primary school leavers to meet the needs 
of the economic and technical development; and 
nation building and civic consciousness have been 
the regular themes of its Radio Courses and other 
further education programmes. The Ministry of 
Education has been sending education officers on Am ITT FHTir ATrON secondment to the Board at its request. The Board

vljjlj Ji. L I / U E i f l  f l v l t  has also recruited its own administrative staff and
full-time teachers. In the past, a few senior officers

m have been sent abroad for training in adult educa­
tion. These officers and teachers constitute the core 
of the Board’s adult education workers who make 

C T 1YT/'>1 4 IT * adult e<̂ucat*on career.
^  In addition to full-time staff, a large number of

part-time teaching staff and instructors are employed. 
Most of these part-time teachers or instructors 

Chan Ching Yong** though competent in their relevant subject matters,
have not undergone any training course in adult 
education.

The conduct of language courses was the main 
task of the Adult Education Board at the beginning. 
These courses include literacy and second language 
classes. .The bulk of its language course is run for 
the teaching of the four local official languages, i.e. 
Malay, Chinese, Tamil and English. The enrolment

AnTiTTc^ . . of these classes fluctuates from 10,000 to 15,000
• ducatl.°n in Singapore is the concern of monthly. As literacy classes gradually decline in 

us organisations and institutions such as enrolment, second language and foreign language 
ment,j Quasi-government, voluntary classes have been on the increase. As Singapore is a 

organisations and universities. multi-lingual society, language education has an
___  . , . , important role to play.the programmes organised are in an endless

TheTmav^heVla^ifL^^xt^nts>ve ran?e difficulty. Further education was introduced along with 
and^ommercial'1 Civic nn^pSKrd AffraftS,RBU*meSS language studies. Many of these courses are of 
ing and Technological AtIaip ’ E[lgnJe.®r‘ recreational nature and cater for people’s hobbies,
Safety and Driver Fducatin-i Imi, i^an^ yT L’l e’ artistic or cultural pursuits. Typical examples are
Remedial, General academic H orn?M a^n l'and  °n PhotoSraPhy’ orchid c.ulti.vation’ “ J paint'Health and Physical 1 K ng ana mg, flower arrangement, personal charm and music

appreciation. There has been also a growing inter- 
» . est in the concern of social and civic problems of

gencies and Programmes the community. The courses conducted by the Joint
Adult Education Board Committee for Radio and T.V. courses on current

Thp Arum ,• „ . affairs are evidence of this trend,the Adult Education Board was established as
n® adult education in In the beginning, the Board used to run basic 

theivimpu; i ’ ae ^ oard functions within education classes to meet the demands of thework- 
iiinsp fnr cdiLa?- 8°verni”.en tpolicies and especially ing adults who missed the opportunity of element-
or -,Mn ' ffi10.!1'... ^developing its progri imes; ary education. As primary education became uni-
fdtiPrpH in t U!*10?8 policies are very much versial in the Republic, the Adult Education Board’s
examnle has been n i  mi-jti!inSualism, for basic education classes were gradually transformed

p 1 l t -v -flowed in the Board’s into a general education programme. It includes
.....■■■■■■------- - ------- primary, secondary and pre-university classes in all

„ , language media. The objective of this programme
,* Tr : T .  !T  11 !l ;.SPBAE Sera,nar- <s to provide remedial education for young adults

Board, Singapore!' ' SL •r,! 1 ircct0r> Adult Education and those who hope to improve their competence
in certain school subjects. Many secondary school
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leavers use these classes to improve their perform- cultural activities to the people, the Association has
ances in the public examinations. The enrolment of formed the People’s Association Band, the People’s
this programme is about 9,000. Association Choir, the Singapore Girl Pipers, the

„  t. , , . .........................  People’s Association Dance Unit and the People’s
. Vocational education was introduced in the early Association Cultural Group, 

sixties when the Board started to run commercial,
secretarial and clerical courses to prepare students Apart from the Adult Education and the 
t i he London Chamber of Commerce and the People’s Association, other statutory bodies such as
London Chartered Institute of Secretaries Examina- Economic Development Board, National Youth
tions. Subsequently, the Board began to conduct Leadership Training Institute, the Port of Singapore
courses with London Institute of Bankers in 1966 Authority also conduct adult education classes, 
to train bank clerks, Australian Institute of Busi- 
ness Administration in 1968 to train managerial National Library 
assistants; and London Association of Certified .
Accountants in 1971 to train accounting assistants. objectives of the National Library are to:
Many of these courses cater for the needs of work- (a) facilitate informal self-education of all
mg adults who want to improve themselves or to people in the community
up-grade their professional knowledge or skills. As (b) contribute towards further education of
for the technical education programmes, they cater adults as citizens, parents and workers;
tor personal interests, practical value and provide (c) meet the informational needs of all ■
opportunities for semi-vocational training. For (d) support the educational, civic and cultural
nstance, courses such as house-hold wiring, repair activities of groups and organisations-
of electric appliances, maintenance of motor car, (e) encourage wholesome recreation and’fruitful 
radio repair, architectural drawing are obviously for use 0f leisure time
personal interests and of practical values. Besides
these courses, the Board and Franciscan Mission- in 1970, the Group Services Section of the 
aries have jointly established the Hai Sing Dewasa Library was established with the twin aims of 
nstitute which provides clerical, commercial and extending services and facilities and introducing

domestic science training for about 700 girls. resources to adult groups and co-operating with
T, tv , . , educational, social service and cultural societies and
The Board has been conducting Vocational Pre- hobby clubs in organising group programmes which

paratory Classes since January 1969 for students have close relationship with the library. Since its 
ho have completed their primary education. This inception, the Section has organised regular

L r T T '  ^  .t0 imeet th e .ne^ds o f .the economic programmes on various art and crafts such as fabric 
W?-induS1nta1 deve)opment of the nation. Its ob- printing, ceramics, shell craft, copper tooling, silk
jectives are to provide students with the background screen printing, Chinese paper cuts and masaic
tor a skill or a craft and conduct specific training works, 
in such crafts or technical skills as metalwork, wood­
work, basic electricity, cookery, dressmaking. The . These programmes are designed to initiate and 
programme is only an orientation for industrial stimulate interest for beginners. Books related to
occupations and to prepare students for further these subjects are also introduced at these pro-
technical training in vocational institutes or in indus- grammes. In addition, an art exhibition was spon- 
try itself. There are now about 5,000 students sored and a course of four lectures on how to use 
enrolled in these classes. the library was organised.

People’s Association Education Department, Ministry of Defence

The People’s Association is a statutory authority • T-^ Singapore Armed Forces Education Orga- 
set up in 1960 to provide community services for msahon is intended to be a closely integrated struc- 
the people in the form of mobile libraries, primary urf HJf111 ^ *or general education of soldiers
production extension service to farmers, civic tours, ancJ omcers. It also caters for language education,
family planning clinics, the renting of community CU ,ura and j! \er ac/ ' v.Itles destined to further close
centres premises and holiday camps for social and contac|> cordial relations, mutual understanding,
education activities, distribution of alms and public ™utual esteem and mutual appreciation between she
assistance, entertainment of under-privileged child- • m ^en‘-ra*> 1(s formation units,
ren. The Association has been organising a wide individual soldiers and the people of Singapore.
range of activities. These include various types of Other government agencies which also run adult 
outdoor and indoor sports activities, T.V. viewing, education classes are: The Department of Broad-
newspaper reading facilities and story telling at the casting, Supervisory Training Section of the Ministry-
community centres. Vocational classes such as of Labour, National Productivity Centre, Police
radio-repair, sewing, cooking and the like are con- Force Education and Singapore Education Television
ducted by the Association. In order to provide Service.
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Universities and Colleges such as guitar playing, know your motor car,
The Department of Extra-mural Studies of Uni- dancing, magic for fun as well as some language 

versify of Singapore offers courses ranging from courses. The Association recently has expanded 
areas of general interest to specific attempts to its programmes to include other fields of learning 
improve the professional skills in the nation, such as management courses and leadership 
Participants of these courses come from various development.
occupational backgrounds. There are other voluntary agencies Le. The

The Department attempts to enable adults to Chinese Chamber of Commerce, the Methodist 
take advantage of the facilities for continuing educa- Youth Fellowship, the National Safety First 
tion which the University is best able to provide. Council, the Singapore Council of Social Service, 

The University is to serve in disseminating more !^e Instj tute of Management, the Singapore Plann- 
widely the values of scientific, objective and inde- l?T® anc* Urban Research Group and the Yo ng 
pendent thought, and in efforts considered to make Women Christian Association which are also 
the boundaries of its campus co-terminus with the running adult education classes mainly for their 
boundaries of the state. The University of Singa- members, 
pore has played a significant role in the development _ , , „  . .
of adult education in Singapore. Students and Participants

The Nanyang University, the Ngee Ann Techni- According to available statistics, 70,000 students 
cal College, the Singapore Polytechnic and the are taking courses of various kinds under the Adult 
Teachers’ Training College also have programmes of Education Board, the People s Association the 
adult education Extra-mural Studies Department of University ot

Singapore and the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
Voluntary Organisations " tion. Statistics of other agencies are not available.

T-, „. * . , _  , „  However, it is estimated that the total number of
The Smgapore National Trades Union Congress adult learners in the Republic is well beyond 

takes a keen interest in workers education. Trade 100 000.
Union and workers’ education are organised with
t W C T ?  ,°f-eXiP,air 8 *° tT-adve uniT  leaders Methods and Techniques the facts of political and economic life in Smgapore
and preparing a new generation of well-informed One characteristic of adult education in Singa- 
labour leaders equipped with the principles and Pore is the variety of methods and techniques 
techniques of Democratic Trade Unionism. employed. It is understood that any one method or

Thp main Ax;0f.,;„0o ■ technique is more suitable for certain subject matters
Of th e ^ tio n a lJ T ad ^ T  £ L  r »I0&Iam™ s than for others and with certain group of adult 
fold C°ngreSS arC tW° learners, depending on their motivation, interest,

. needs, previous training and experience. Neverthe-
- An intelligent understanding of the social, less, the prevalent form of adult education in Singa- 

economic and political facts of life in Singa- pore is lecture. Talks, speeches, lectures, addresses, 
- P°Te: aijd all these are common. Apart from these, methods

Within the context of such an understanding, and techniques such as conference, workshop, 
and intelligence in the protection of real seminar, symposium, panel discussion, group 
in crest of workers. discussion, role playing, demonstration, field trip

The educational activities of the National Trades and tour an(* audio-visual aids are also used.
Union Congress are not confined to trade union
courses but also to courses on recreational and Training ®f Adult Educators

have^been^conducted „0m  W‘ fS1,: lin1!.adlilt ed"ca,ors *» Singapore are 
in collaboration wiih .he Adul, Education B oard ""  S S S k  5 2  f f X S

. Republic s accelerated rate of change from teachers, technicians, artists, business executives and 
wmtc-collar commercial economy to industrial professional men. Most of them receive a modest
economy brings about a pressure which has to be êe f°r their part-time teaching,
relieved through education, in order to transform ti, ■ \  e.u ,  , ,
the workers mental attitude and social conducf The majority of the full-time adult educators m 
Towards this end, the National Trades Union Coni £  government tor quasi-government agencies or 
gress has organised numerous courses on nrodnrH ? 'Un!ary organisations who are responsible for
vity, human problems on industrial develonmpn* P'annmg> organisation of programmes and activities
work study, job evaluation, remuneration by S " ’ S L , :  bee0 formal' !' PrePared for adalt
joint consultation machinery, and human relations. eaucatl°n.

The Chinese Young Men’s Christian Assn™ • As th,e flei ds of ?Peration of adult education have
tion conducts courses in the area of recreation lncreas .̂d a.nc* experience has accumulated, the need

iccreation for professionals has grown.
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A LOOK INTO NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION
PROGRAMME

A.P. Mishra

Introduction out in the Special Extension Thus, a total of 120 respondents

OF all the extension methods Block, Sabour in the State of consituted the sample for this
followed so far to convince Bihar. The entire Block was study,
the farmers about the utility divided into two groups—one

of improved agricultural practices, comprising of villages where Findings
field demonstration has proved to National Demonstrations were
be the most effective. Demons- conducted and the other where It was considered worth while 
tration is a process of teaching no such demonstrations were to first study personal characters-
which involves seeing, hearing conducted. Three villages from tics of the respondents. Among
and doing. Learning leads to each of the two groups were these, only age, education and
change in behaviour. The mind randomly selected. Twenty far- size of holding were included,
of farmers is swayed more by mers from each of these villages The distribution of the sample
seeing than by hearing and still were selected by the stratified farmers by these independent
more by doing than by knowing random sampling technique. variables is given in Table 1.
facts. Demonstration, as an
educational tool, is used to Table 1
demonstrate the tested procedures „  , „ ,
and techniques, their applicability Distribution of Farmers by Age, Education and Size of Holding
to local conditions and their (N=120)
superiority over local practices _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ________ _
and techniques. The latest im­
proved agricultural practices are Characterstics Frequency Percentage
adopted only by an infinitesimal 
percentage of our farmers. The 
majority of them still follow the Age
methods of cultivation handed n  a

S ' 1 tT s gr ratr to aenera; ^  S t®  l l  1"
s E t i o K e c ™  Above 45Cvears 61improved much on our food (lv) Above 45 years 61 50 8
front inspite of ours being pre- Education
dominantly an agricultural coun- ... T11. ._
try. The remedy for this situation W Illiterate 42 35.0
lies in narrowing the gap between V!!' Upper ~2.5
what is known and what is done vy “ . i . 27.5
in the field of agriculture. With Matriculate It 8.3
a view to bridging this gap in (v) Above Matriculate 8 6.7
respect of high-yielding varieties, c . ,  .
this programme was given a new *ize °J J~lolctmS
impetus through the National ()) Less than 5 acres 39 32.5
demonstration Programme. 00 5 to 10 acres 31 25.8
Under this programme agricul- (iii) 10 to 15 acres 29 24,2
tural scientists themselves conduct (iv) Above 15 acres 21 17.5
demonstrations to establish the 
Worth of an innovation in farmers 
fields The respondents were classifi- As regards education, more 
jyj . ed into four groups on the bases than one-third of the respon-

' “mmmgy of age and size of holding and dents were illiterate and only
The present study was carried five groups on the basis of edu- eight out of 120 respondents had

. cation. As it appears from Table attained education beyond matri-
, Arjun Prasad Mishra, 1, majority of the respondents _ , ... , KT. >, .l,- .
Lecturer in Agricultural Extension, were above 45 years of age, 111 0 " ® ‘ L‘ • .
Bihar Agricultural College, followed by those in the age reported to have education upto
labour, Bhagalpur. group of 35 to 45. middle standard.

13



Personal Sources of Information about Improved Methods 
of land. The proportion of those Agriculture
having five to ten and ten to — __— ------------ ---------- ------------ ----------------------
fifteen acres of land were, more
or less, equal. Nearly one-fourth Frequency of respondents
belonged to each of these cate- ---------------------- -----------Total
gories. The rest had above 15 Sources utilized score ^ an'<;
acres of land. 1st pre- 2nd pre- 3rd pre­

ference ference ference
Sources of Information about ______________ ______________________________________ —
Improved Methods of Agriculture

With a view to knowing the ^  Neighbours and other
important personal sources from .... ' a,rmfrs , 68 31 12 27b l
which the farmers got or sought O') Block personnel 42 57 9 249 II
information in matters pertaining V11) Teaching and research 
to agriculture, they were asked ?I,a^  of Agricultural
to mention such sources from . College _ 9 17 46 107 III
which they got information about (lv) dealers in improved 
improved methods of agriculture. seeds, fertilizers, chemi-
They were further asked to indi- . . cals, etc. 0 4 15 23 IV
cate the three most important per- (v) Family members and - „
sonal sources of information in relatives. 0 10 - 22 V
order of importance. By working - _
out weighted score for each
information source, its rank Table 3
order was determined as given in
Table 2. Impersonal Sources of Information about Improved Methods

T . ., of Agriculture
It is evident from Table 2

that the sample farmers consider- — ~~ ---- — t- -  "
ed neighbours and other farmers Freauencv of respondentsas the most important source of frequency oj responaents
agricultural information. The Sources utilized Total Rmik
?eepXorted°S to imb e B !o c t T ™  lst Pre'  2nd Pre' 3rd Pre‘ ^
followed by ^ c L g ^ ^ a n c !  /erewce f erence f erence
research staff- of A g r ic u l tu r a l ---------------------- ------—---- ---------------------------------------------------
College. Among different t-,
personal sources of information 0) Demonstration 69 20 13 260 I
the one considered least important 00 Farms of other Pro-
was family members and rela- gressive farmers 24 27 18 144 II
tives. On) Exhibition 6 32 48 130 III

(iv) Radio 11 23 16 95 IV
Impersonal Sources of Informa- ^  Government Agricul-
tion about Improved Methods of . tu.ral Farm 4 5 8 30 V
Agriculture 0fj) Cinema 3 4 9 26 VI

_ . (vii) Other printed materials
Regarding impersonal sources (Newspaper, bulletin,

from which the farmers got agri- etc.) ’ , 7 3 an vir
cultural informations, they were (viii) Upaj & Krishi Suclina 2 2 5 )5 v m
asked to name such sources they v iu
actually utilized. Here again, they " — — —------------- ------ — -------------------  -— ------
were further asked to indi­
cate the three most important emonstration was found to be mention is th a t‘UPAJ’, a Hindi 
sources from amongst those they • e most important among all monthly magazines, and ‘KRI- 
util.zed. Based on weighted of inform*- SHI-SUCHNA’, a Hindi month-
scores, different sources were ‘T 1’ iae next ln order being farm ly bulletin, published from the
ranked in order of importance 2 ,.  ° '™  progressive farmers. Bihar Agricultural College Sab­
as shown in Table 3. th p“„‘r®,actually co.nforms to our have not so far been popular

As it is clear from fable 3, thing 'th a t deservm *' n a rti r n 1 a r !n information sources. Among6 observes particular all impersonal sources, these

As to the size of holding, the Table 2
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be the least important. Farmers’ Perception of the Objectives
rT , . of National DemonstrationUnderstanding about the Objec- (N=120)
tives of National Demonstration

The National Demonstration
Programme was launched Objectives Frequency Percentage
throughout the country in 1965 
with a view mainly to minimising
the time-lag between the research (i) j 0 prove the worth of agricul- 60 50.0
findings and their application in tural recommendations.
the farmer s fields and obtaining (jj) j 0 show the utility of agricul- 56 46.5
higher production per unit area tural recommen(jations in local
per unit time. For achieving conditions
this aim, some working objec-
tives were framed. In order that (m) To identify factors promoting 6 5.0
there is active and enthusiastic an(  ̂ îmiting high yield
involvement of farmers in this (iv) To attain the fixed target of 20 16.6
programme, it is important that crop yield
they have a clear understanding (v) Don’t know 60 50.0
of its objectives. With this end 
in-view, the farmers’ awareness '
of the objectives of the pro- Table 5
gramme was analysed. The res- .
ponses of the farmers in this Farmers’ Perception of the Yield Obtained in
connection are summarised in National Demonstration Plots m Relation

a to the Cost Involved.
16 (N=60)
As Table 4 shows, it was ac- ___________________ ______ _______________________ _

ceptable to 50 per cent of the
respondent that one of the objec- Yield obtained Frequency Percentage
fives of National Demonstration 
was to prove the worth of agricul-
t ural recommendations. Nearly (i) Much more than the cost 43 71.6
47 per cent of them said that the involved
objective of National Demonstra- More or less equal to the 13 21.7
lion was to show the utility of cost jnvo]ve(j
agricultural recommendations in ..... T f  n
local conditions. To nearly one- (...) Less than the cost involved 4 6.7
s'Xth of them, the objective of .— _—  --------— ................- . . .  .......... ...... -......
National Demonstration was to
attain the fixed target of crop obtained in National Demonstra- they had adopted any improved
yield. Only 6 out of 120 respon- tion plots in relation to the cost agricultural practice demonstrat-
dents felt that one of the impor- involved. Their responses are ed, 36 out of 60 said ‘Yes’. Those
tant objectives of National De- given in Table 5. who said ‘No’ assigned the
atonstration was to identify the ~ As . . c]ear from Xab]e 5 reasons of non-adoption as
actors Promoting and limiting majority of the remaining 50 per P a n te d  in Table 6.

T-fi i ,̂le d‘ can .be s<ren 1 cent of those who were aware As it appears from Table 6,
Kpi e 4l, Pe.r cent interviewees tbe objectives of the program- the most important reason why
cat°r^e^ t0 * N °n t know me believed that the yields the respondents did not adopt 
clurt8^ry‘i 11 Ca?’ tihUS’ bei-ncon‘ obtained in National Demonstra- improved agricultural practice,
Cp eci ,llat on'y tne rest 50 per tj0n p]0(s was much more than demonstrated was unavailability
m . ° . em were awar.e °* the cost involved. This indicates of seeds, fertilizers, etc. in time,
. jn ideas underlying the ^eir faith in the improved agri- followed by lack of resources to
gran°na Demonstration Pro- cultural practices demonstrated. meet the high initial cost and

lme- g ut in reply to another question, lack of proper guidance from
The resnonrW s who were none of them said that the yields agricultural personnel. Some of

aware of the objectives of the obtained in National Demonstra- the respondents could not adopt
National DenLnstrat on Progra- tions Plots were communicated the improvedi agricultural practr
name were S X J  asked as§ to to them through any source or ces because they had no sufficient
«Wr p e r c e p t  of the WheQ qUeStioned eXpenment W,th HeW
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B fx , Table 6 A d u lt  E d u c a t io n
Reasons of Non-Adoption of Improved Agricultural

p(5 3 f£ ) in  T h a i la n d

(Continuedfrom page 9)
Reasons for Non-adoption Frequency Percentage

(i) Have no sufficient land to ' 9 37.5 have lessons in agriculture (45
experiment with new agri- Per cen0> home industry (25 per
cultural practices cent), and general education and

(ii) Have no resources to meet 15 62.5 recreational activities (30 per
.... initial cost cent). After training, they

facilities return to their respective villages
(iv) Seeds, fertilizers, etc. are not 23 95.8 and work closely with community

easily and timely available development workers. These
(v) Do not get proper guidance 15 62.5 youths are very active in local

from Agricultural Personnel development projects and act as
------ ------------------- ----------------------- ------ --------------- — --------- — liaison between government ofli-

agricultural practices and had no the impersonal sources of infor- c'a's and the villagers. This
assured irrigation facilities. mation. training is quite effective and

Tt , ,. . . .  , c . very popular. It will soonIt was disappointing to find j i e
Summary and Conclusion jn this study that only 50 per become a regular programme at

The findings regarding the cent of the farmers were aware TUFEC.
personal sources of information ab°ut National Demonstration
about improved methods of Thls deai ]y indicates lack of
agriculture reveal that neighbours smcere efforts on tbe Part ,of 15 Tlie Tra,mnS °J Adult
and other farmers were consider- person.s directly associated with Educators. As of now there are
ed as the most important *b e . implementation of no formal institutions in Thailand
source of agricultural informa- National Demonstration Pro- resn>0nSible for the pre-servicetion bv the samnle farmers The gramme. It was further observ- responsioie ioi me picsci vie
reason for thisPmight be attri- ed that the farmers of only those education of adult educators,
buted to the fact that the farmers V1‘lages where National Demons- The Thai Government must send
in their daily living come in trations were conducted knew high ranking officials to the
contact with their fellow farmers about these demonstrations. United States or to the United
very often and exchange informa- It was observed that among Kingdom to studv in this field
tion in matters relating to agri- the 60 respondents who were KtDgd0”  ‘° study m mis neio.
culture. aware of National Demostration, Most of the organizations con-

24 did not adopt the practices cerned with adult education
Regarding impersonal sources demonstrated and the most arrange some sort of in-service

the"’p™eanl°°'tuaye rev'eamhat I 'T ®  “ ‘“If*
demonstration was considered seeds, fertilizers, etc in time for the,r peop e' At present the
the most important among all This suggests that mere conduct- National Education Council is
the impersonal sources of infor- ing National Demonstration will discussing the possibility of set-
Hnn°ihP fTrmprtfil demonsJra- Pot serve the purpose. It is ting up a Faculty of Adult Edu-tion, the farmers learn by seeing, important that administration
hearing and doing. This might takes care to provide T  S b l e  C ,n ° ne ° f the un,versit!es 
be the reason why the respon- facilities to the farmers to in Bangkok. This should prove
dents rated demonstration as enable them to adopt the very beneficial to adult education
the most important among all practices. programmes in Thailand.
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Antony Brock

IF the statistics are right, illiteracy will not be can be done fast, since in the single month of 
stamped out this century because falling death January 1968, the world population increased by 
rates mean that populations increase at such a about the same amount as it did in the whole of 

speed that the number of illiterates rises faster than mankind’s first half million years? Keyfitz is clear: 
efforts to teach people to read and write can take to make available methods of family limitation and
effect. Put another way, the success of the World point to its desirability, for the facts show that
Health Organization in ending the scourge of malaria family size can remain unaffected by governmental 
spells a grave setback for Unesco’s efforts to end the wishes or the availability of birth control. Successive 
scourge of illiteracy. French governments in the nineteenth century

favoured large families and it was even illegal to 
promote birth control, yet the birth rate went on 

This stark example illustrates a central dilemma falling. This was because, among other things, a
for governments and agencies concerned in develop- peasant who had a sharply delimited plot of land
ment: if they have to run so fast to stay in the same knew he had no hope of extending it; to have one 
place, how can they run fast enough to make son who could take over the cultivation represented 
positive progress? old-age security but to have a second son who would

need education represented expense.

The First UN Development Decade taught many 
hard lessons, not least that efforts made in one
sector might have adverse effects on efforts made in Peasant strategy of large family 
another. Without laying down any doctrine, a recent . . . . . .
Unesco publication1, opportunely appearing at the Keyfitz points out that the situation in which the 
start of the Second Decade, examines some of the present-day Asian peasant makes his decision on 
things that social scientists have learned about what family size is not the same. While the population is 
happened in the First, as well as indicating some already too large to permit one plot per male, 
gaps for research to fill. government efforts in education promise to take care

of the next generation. The peasant’s strategy is, 
therefore, to have a large family since “at best his 

Changing population patterns are only one aspect children will share in the brave new world, at worst 
of development and the book devotes only one of tlie  ̂ „ provide for their parents out of their scanty 
its seven sections to them, but they do give some wages- 
measure of the size of the problems posed. Examin­
ing them under the title “ The Impact of Moderniza­
tion,” Nathan Keyfitz of the University of Califor- Government planning in this field is not futile, 
nia, Berkeley, points out that, whatever the particu- however, so long as the messages the government 
lar cause of the fall in death rates—vaccines and sends do not contradict each other. Referring to the 
DDT, improved agricultural techniques or better Canadian government's policy of family allowances, 
communications—they are generally not matched payable monthly and cashable at the grocer’s, 
by a fall in birth rates and they are all due to tech- Keyfitz observes dryly: “ The message of a cheque 
nology. As he puts it: “Technology, applied one makes itself heard above a considerable amount of 
sidedly to the control of deaths, now threatens to background noise.”
Prevent the increase of income per head that techno­
logy produced in the West.” The limit on total
Wealth available can make nonsense even of mea- Assuming that family planning is a matter of 
sures like land nationalization: a rise in standards individual decision, what is known about people’s 
depends on what happens to the surplus which the attitudes towards it? Reuben Hill, of the University 
landlords used to get; if it stays on the peasant hold- of Minnesota, reports that surveys made in 30 coun- 
mg and goes to raise more children, says Keyfitz, tries have already knocked on the head a number of 
‘the total amount of misery” is increased. ideas about these attitudes. Among the ideas dis­

proved by direct questioning of couples are such 
time-honoured objections as that Latin American 

What can be done about the situation? And what males want large families as a proof of virility, that
good Catholics want “ all the children God sends” 
and that illiterate peasants cannot grasp modern 

? •  Approaches to the science o f socio-economic development, methods of family limitation. The surveys also tend 
edited by Peter Lengyel, Unesco, Paris. to show that, with the exception of those who live in

Success in Health Means Literacy Setback
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countries with a low birth rate, couples actually control their own fertility. But knowledge seems 
want fewer children than they will probably have. hard to come by: fewer than ten per cent of Turkish

and Thai women knew about their ferility cycle, 
while in rural villages of Mysore, in India, the 

In Puerto Rico, for example, the average com- number of women with no knowledge whatsoever of 
pleted family has six children although the national contraception was as high as 89 per cent.
“ideal” family (calculated on the average of how 
many children couples say they want) has only three.
In Indonesia the average family has one more child Hill concludes that the ideas of mass resistance 
than the ideal. Of the countries surveyed, only to family planning, backed up by an accepted norm 
France has average families (-2.7 children) the same of large families, has no foundation. After the death 
size as the ideal, while only Belgium, the Federal rate has fallen to 20 per thousand for a few years, 
Republic of Germany and Japan have average com- researchers have repeatedly found, popular resistance 
pleted families smaller than the ideal. Another to the idea of control is very low. 
finding of the surveys is that two children is what 
many couples want: the desire to increase the family
falls off sharply with each additional child after the In its 383 pages the Unesco book contains articles 
first two. on subjects such as “a systems approach” to society,

the transfer of development resources, urbanization 
and the political dimensions of development. They 

In fact, most of the couples in developing coun- are written by authors such as Raymond Aron and 
tries at least express interest in family limitation. In Claude Levi-Strauss, Margaret Mead and Vladimir 
the Republic of Korea, in Taiwan, Thailand, Tunisia Kollontai. The journey through the Second Deve- 
and Turkey, which were surveyed recently, between lopment Decade may be a hard one, but it need not 
two-thirds and three-quarters of those questioned be a journey without maps.
showed an interest in learning about methods to (Unesco Features)
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co-operation between all these forces in adult educa­
tion; it provides a service of information and 

YEAR BOOK OF ADULT EDUCATION . advise to organization and individuals on all aspects 
(1971»72) of adult education; it conducts enquiries into the

problems of adult education—organises conferences 
National Institute o f Adult Education London for discussions of matters of common concern and
Price 85 pence, pp. 103. ’ ’ works to encourage and initiate enquiries to adult

education to provide and maintain library and books, 
journals, pamphlets and other materials concerned 

IN  1971, the National Institute of Adult Educa- with adult education,
tion of the U.K. celebrated its 50th anniversary.
It was at that occasion that this Year Book was The various adult education associations func- 

brought out. This is a directory of organizations tionin8 in India can learn immensely from these 
devoted to the work of adult education being done objectives of the N.I. A.E. of the U K. They can
in the different branches of the national activity. PerhaPs adju^  and amend their working and
It gives brief introduction about their aims and Pro8rammes in the light of these discussions and
objectives and enumerates the various functions tenetS-
performed by these Associations of Adult Education The directory gives composite details of addresses, 

ng an , Wales and Scotland. names of secretaries and other officers of the various
In the introductory article entitled “ Year of adldt education associations functioning in England,

Decision,” E.M. Hutchinson, former secretary of WaleS and Scotland’. international organisations
the National Institute of Education, has underlined besides adult education institutions in Asia,
the stages of development of adult education com- A r̂‘ca’ America—South and North, Australia,
mencing with the de nition of adult education. and New Zealand. These associations include

associations for armed forces, county councils,
It is indeed enlightening to understand from the universities, the open university, the workers and

adult education statistics that in 1968-69 there was vocational associations, educational centres, asso-
an increase of 95 per cent on the 1953-54 figures. c‘at*°us, residential education and other organisa-
Dfis should serve as a guide to the adult education t‘ons incorporated and associated members of the
associations functioning in India. Unfortunately, National Institute of Adult Education. Besides,
|bis part of our education is lagging far behind and complete information is also provided about the
ls suffering from a constant and perhaps professional associations, industrial training boards,
Calculated neglect. broadcasting and television, educational journals

and other revelant organisations. Relevant abstracts 
. Of late, though our universities have felt about legislation and regulation of adult education
^volved in this task of national building. But the in England have also been provided. Details on

tensions of the work is so much that much more broadcasting television are quite important since
s to be done. Big universities like Manchester, this device of adult education is on the threshold of

‘> o o l ,  Hull, Oxford and Nottingham “are expansion and development in India,
y committed” to the tasks of adult education —M.R. Dua

Tfji ' i *  q rlfT i.
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Thrity trainees consisting of 12 teachers, 13 social 
U n i v e r s i t y  Z - d l l l t  workers and 5 students attended the course.

J  _ The International Literacy Day was celebratedEducation in Zambia on September 8, 1970. Prof. H. Majumdar, Pro-
Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta University, presided 

First Five Years over the function.
The Department of Extra-Mural Studies of the . . . „ ,

University of Zambia was established in 1966. Dur- B h a r tiy a  v id h y a  J rrach an n i o a b h a ,
ing the five years of its existence the Department In d o re

ê 268 extra-mural classes with a total of The Bhartiya Vidhya Pracharini Sabha, Indore,
7 ,  registered students, over seven of Zambia s organises one-week training courses for adult literacy

eig.it provinces. Of these 4,397 students, 2,619 teachers. Three such courses were held in January.
f Z  l f  t A Meena Bazar and a literacy Mela was organis-2,368 of them comP,eted written work assignments. ed frQm January 15 t0 17> 1972.
Classes, Conferences, Seminars etc ____________________________________________ -

With a t0tal ducted by the members of the English Subject, the 
enrolment of 1497 registered students. University's Senior Musicologist and two visitors

In the same year 58 conferences, seminars and from the University of Dar-es-Salaam.
r r S a t T 868 W6re ° r8aniSed aDd 2,282 Pe°P,e About 7000 people saw the performances and 
p E Lt' were largely appreciated.
Training in Adult Education Logic and Research Thinking

, 1970 the first full-time certificate course in Seven seminars on this subject with a total of
students UCatl° n WUS Starte<̂  Wldl tea 11-time 179 participants were conducted in Chipata, Kabwe,

’ . Kasama, Livingstone, Lusaka, Mansa and Ndola.
l ie course consisted of three full year courses The aim of the project was to offer people insight 

\ I rmciples and History of Adult Education, Teach- into some of the factors that make reasoning or 
mg and Administration of Adult Education and reasoned thinking effective or ineffective in any sub- 
lntroduction to Sociology) and two half year courses ject or field of enquiry, and so as to help them use 

anguage Problems and Adult Education and the their minds better and express their thinking more 
Struc.urc of the Zambian Economy). Students were clearly. According to the results of an anonymous 
a so required to undertake a four-week Field Study questionnaire filled out by 126 of the participants 
wS'm ■> rep m  1CU C0Urse wor*£ was over, and to this special project was popular and effective.

Thefirst'.tudents on co„tse included Zambia Educational Broadcnsling
Army instructors, lecturers from the Zambia Colleee Regular radio programmes during the year were 
of Agriculture, Adult Education Officers of the “ Economics for the Common Man’, ‘Zambia Today 
Ministry of Education, Senior Literacy Officers and and Yesterday,’ ‘Science in our Daily Lives,’ ‘The 
a Training Officer from Luansh-ya Mines Ltd They World of Engineering’, and ‘Talking About Books’, 
were all pre selected and fully sponsored by their Tlles? were produced by the Staff Tutor (Broadcast- 
employers and returned to their jobs after the course ing? in cooPeration with Educational Broadcasting, 
in some case on promotion. " Unit of ZBS, and broadcasts by University lecturers,
frpntivp Drama Members of the Department’s academic staff at head­

quarters contributed frequently to the review 
this special project was aimed at encouraging programme‘Talking About Books’.

g mltC/cer t l f l f f ati r and Performing. artists to During the Summit Conference of Non-Aligned 
■1 ’ ’ ' ■ .)'■•' !° ie concerns andl interest of Nations two special programmes were produced and

5o?efv for°fhe'affluent P°PU atl0D rather then caterin8 broadcast-“Poetry and Independence”Pand “ Thea- solely for the affluent. tre in the Black World.”
. An important part.ol this project was the orga- The University also contributed to the B.B.C. 

msatton o the ..heatre Workshop in Chipata, con- programme “ University Report” .
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List of English Publications of the Association
“  Inland Foreign

Price Price
Rs. P (U.S. Dollars)

. ., . 2.00 1.001. Liquidation of Illiteracy 2 50 1.00
2. Community Centres 3'5q j'75
3. Training of Social Education Workers ^75
4. Literature for Neo-literates _ o'^o 125
5. Recreational and Cultural Activities in Social Education ^'59 L25
6. Libraries in Social Education , 'qq q'jq
7. Social Education in Rural Reconstruction ion
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15. Development Work Among Rural Women „‘nn , 'cq
16. Methods and Techniques of Workers’ Education ^
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18. Trade Unions and Workers’ Education :'Vn 97c
19. Place of Recreation in Social Education—S.C. Dutta „
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22. Adult Education in Community Development • 9
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36. Group Discussion—M.C. Nanavatty 3.75 1-75
37. Celluloid in Indian Society—H.S. Bhola 2.00 1-00
38. The Alphabet for Progress 0.60 0.25
39. Selected Problems in Social Education—Homer & Helen Kempier 5.00 1.50
40. New Dimensions in Social Education 2.00 100
41. Implications of Continuous Learning—J.R. Kidd 2.50 1.00
42. New Trends in Adult Education in India—S.C. Dutta 2.00 1.00
43. Seminar 1 echniques—Dr. S.R. Ranganathan 1-00 0.50
44. Workers Education Abroad 2.00 1.00
45. Adult Education in South Asia—S.C. Dutta 1.00 0.50
46. American-Hindi Cook Book 6.00 2.25
47. Life-Long Learning for Survival 3.50 1.50
48. Rural Drama—S.N. Srivastava 3.00 1.00
49. Schools and Adult Education 2.00 1.00
50. Life-long Integrated Education 4.00 1.50
51. Adult Education for Parliamentary Democracy 5.00 1.75
52. An evaluation of Reading Materials for Neo-Literates

and a Study of their Reading Needs and Interests 10.00 4.50
53. Literature for Neo-Literates in India—A Bibliography 7.00 2.75
$4. Education for Perspective—J.R. Kidd 24.00 6.00
55. Adult Education and National Integration 3.50 1.25
56. Adult Education in ’he Seventies 5.00 1.75
57. Manual for Adult Literacy Teachers—N.R. Gupta 10.00 2.75
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Dr. D.W. Crowley, Director, Department of Adult Education, University of Sydney, Australia, presenting the 
Arnold Hely Award (previously known as ASPBAE Award) to Dr. Mohan Siriha Mehta President of the 
Indian Adult Education Association in New Delhi on March 12. (Report on Page 2).
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ASIAN REGIONAL INSTITUTE FOR 
T R A IN IN G  O F  ADULT EDUCATORS

RECOMMENDED
rpH E  nine-day Asian-South Pacific Seminar on delegates on behalf of Unesco. He said that 
1  “Training of Adult Educators” which ended in preconceived educational models could not be 

New Delhi on March 13, this year, recom- prescribed as solution to the educational nepds of 
mended the setting up of an Asian Regional Institute adult groups. Only a serious diagnosis of their 
for Adult Education with training, research, library particular human, social and economic contact could 
and clearing house functions, in order that training permit to discover which really were the needs of 
courses be conducted in the light of regional, social given adult groups.
and educational needs. He thfi prograrames must be

The Seminar was organised by the Asian-South variable and flexible; they must have> the different 
Pacific Bureau of Adult Education in collaboration constitutents of training closely integrated around a 
with Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung of West functional core.
Germany, from March 5 to 13, 1972. . , ,

Shri Bouanni warned that “continuing adult
Inaugurating the seminar, Dr. C.D. Desbmukh, education” will remain a dream without achieving a 

Former Finance Minister of India called for more contempraneous cultural integration of the society, 
funds for adult education as it was in “ real danger starting from the community level, 
of being neglected.” The fourth Plan provision of
Rs. 15 crores “was not likely to carry one far” he The Seminar after surveying the field of educa- 
added. tion in the region, identified the various types of

adult educators required for the implementations of 
He said at least Rs. 35 crores were needed every the programme. Representatives from various 

year to provide a modicum of literacy to India’s countries presented reports of the work being done in 
150 million adult uneducated in the age-group 15-45 the respective countries. Dr. S.N. Saraf, Director of 
by 1985. Pilot Projects, Adult Education and Statistics, Minis­

try of Education spoke about the work in India.
Dr. Deshmukh also suggested seeking of a World 

Bank loan to educate the head of a farming family „ .
at the rate of 10 million a year for 15 years. Commissions

The delegates were divided into two commissions 
Earlier, Shri S.C. Dutta, Chairman of the Bureau to discuss the training programmes in urban areas 

said that the adult education had become a national an(j jn rurai areas. The Commission Chairmen were; 
commitment in various countries of the region but Dr. Chris Duke, Director, Centre for Continuing 
lack of trained personnel was standing in the way of Education, University of Canberra, Australia 
development of adult education in the Asian-South an(j j ) r D.W. Crowley, Director of Adult 
Pacific Region. Education, University of Sydney. Dr.

Dharm Vir and Dr. H.J. Fischer were the Rappor- 
Shri C. Bonanni, Unesco Expert on Materials for teurs of the two commissions. The commissions 

Functional Literacy in New Delhi greeted , the after four d a y s  of deliberations provided guidelines



Arnold Hely Awards shf . s c  Dutta> chairman of the Bureau, welcoming
The ASPBAE Awards (now known as Arnold the delegates

M y  Am outstanding and ^*stinguisbed con- ^

The Seminar of the Asian-South Pacific Bureau 
of Adult Education is of the opinion that an Asian 
Regional Institute for Adult Education with train­
ing, research, library and clearing house functions „ , , , ,, c
be established somewhere in the region in order that Delegates to the Seminar
training courses could be conducted in the light of — —----— —— ------— -----
regional social and educational needs. 1. Organisation of adult education

lo follow-up this proposal, a Committee consist- -• Curriculum development
ing of Messrs S.C. Dutta (Chairman) Chris Duke 3. Methods and Techniques of Education
(Australia), T.C. Lai (Hong Kong). Joe Conceicao A System and Procedure of Evaluation
(Singapore) and Amrik Singh (India) be formed so 5. Preparation and Use of Educational and
that it could finalise a blue print and get in touch Audio-visual Aids and
with Governments, UNESCO, educational founda- 6. Principles of Administration.
i‘on oc., to seek their assistance and support for the These manuals should be based on research and
implementation of this plan. field experience and these should be revised from

The Seminar of the Asian-South Pacific Bureau time to time, keeping in view the experience gained 
of Adult Education recommended that for prepara- and also the changing needs, 
tion ol detailed syallabi and manual, special Work­
shops be organised at the National and Regional Receptions 
levels for Adult Educators and Adult Educationists , .
working at different levels., The manual may cover r J he ,  W  , Wer-e g,ve" Rece.Pt,ons by the 
the following subject areas : Indian Adult Education Association and the

Literacy International Committee.

for  ̂of
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Comparative Adult Education
John Lowe and Per Himmelstrup

I —a) Through a comparison between the educa-
1. To-day the system of education is everywhere tional system of various countries and

in the melting pot. Reform, and experiment have their different socio-cultural backgrounds,
characterized the post-war development of all forms to reach a deeper understanding of
of education—in most countries all over the world. educational problems in general.

In addition, the development of international —b) Through a comparison of the various
relations during the last generation, not least the solutions arrived at and by an examina-
general internationalization of social and everyday tion of the causes of these differences, a
life which great organizations, headed by the U.N. better insight is achieved into the compli-
and UNESCO, have encouraged during the last 25 cated interplay taking place between
years, have had a great effect on the field of education and the socio-cultural back-
education. ground.

The conditions indicated here have not only —c) Through comparison between various
emphasized the importance of comparative educa- countries, it becomes possible to take a
tion—but they have in themselves promoted it. more objective view of conditions and

The purpose of comparative education is, among problems in one’s own country,
other things, to give to politicians and planners of Comparative education which, as already men- 
education a more complete and reliable basis for tioned, goes back to the first half of the 19th cen- 
introducing reforms, and to make them more open tury, has for a long time largely consisted of descrip- 
to new and untraditional ways of solving their five compilations, and it is only in recent years that 
problems. the discipline has turned to analytical comparisons.

Comparative education forms a necessary conti­
nuation and completion of the history of educational II
thought and ideas. Whilst history endeavours to . c
discuss problems in a vertical perspective', compara- ■ **° , ae tact that the methodology of compara­
tive education observes them in horizontal perspec- . education has greatly improved is cause for 
live- but in both cases the purpose is primarily to Satlstacl-10n- However, the continuing neglect of 
reach a deeper understanding of the nature of adult educatl0n must be remedied, 
education. Today there is no doubt that in future years

2. Educational reforms in the post-war years en*'re educational system will be characterised
have, however, in most countries concentrated on ? a very great expansion withiD the adult educa­
t e  compulsory school-only to a limited extent tl0“ sect°r-—Social trends indicate this, the personal
have they dealt with the secondary education. Post- ‘J .  so?ial needs of adults demand it, and knowledge
secondary education and the entire field of adult d5,'-!ed Crom the behavioural sciences and the avail- 
education have been left almost untouched by the abllity of new media make it possible.
reforms and the experimental activities of the last In the present time unprecedented attention is 
couple of decades. being paid to the respective importance of the

It is probably also for this reason that compara- sever£d parts of the educational system, 
five education—which had its origin in the middle Inspired by the pioneer work performed in the 
of the last century—has almost exclusively dealt I960 by international organisations such as Unesco 
With the established and institutionalized part of the aQd the Council of Europe, people in many coun­
entire educational system, that is, the formal sector, tries are now developing the idea of an integrated
Comparative education has also to some extent educational policy reflecting growing acceptance of
dealt with those parts of continuing education which the validity of the concept of life-long or permanent 
concern teacher training—but only to a limited education.
whhnL l t}i 7 0Ĉ i0nal trainining and scare’y at a11 Within the sector of adult education as such a 
with adult education. comprehensive definition has now gained wide

3. Given the limitations of the field of work of acceptance. The definition was formulated at the 
Comparative education indicated here, an attempt Exeter conference on comparative adult education 
oas been made in many places to cultivate the (1966) and reads as follows:
S s Ct ° n thg premise that il has three indePendent “Adult education is a process whereby persons 

' who no longer attend school on a regular and full-
ju * Excerpts from the Memorandum on international Expert tjm.e basis (unless full-time programmes are especially 
from*'?8 on ComParative Adult Education held in Denmark designed for adults) undertake sequential and 

anuary 16-23, 1972, organized activities with the conscious intention of
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bringing about changes in information, knowledge, —to have a better possibility of appreciating 
understanding or skills, appreciation and attitudes; innovations and ideas which may find a use in
or for the purpose of identifying and solving one’s own country;
presonal or community problems.” —to be better able to appreciate new creations

5. In order to put into effect an integrated and ideas which may have a possible applica-
educational system which is so differentiated and tion one's own country;
flexible that it may meet the changing needs both of —to develop criteria for the judgment of the 
the individual units supplement each other and efficiency of various forms of work and
combine into a whole—and in which ancillery methods;
cultural facilities and the necessary financial and —to reach a deeper insight in the psychological, 
social legislation are available—it is an absolute social and cultural connection and problems, a
condition that adult education is recognised on the task which life-long education must clarify for
same footing as the other forms of education. the individual participant in the education.

6. An important precondition of fruitful deve- 9. The methods used in comparative adult
lopment of adult education as an academic field of education are still relatively uncertain; nevertheless 
study is that comparative adult education be cultivat- something has been achieved by the application of 
ed as an independent subject in cooperation with methods from other subjects and of course much has 
and as a complement of comparative education (all been learned from comparative educationalists, 
point 3). Adult education is in itself an interdisciplinary

7. Only when the balance indicated in 5 and 6 subject and has for decades drawn upon the results
has been achieved will it be possible to put into of research obtained in many different sciences and 
practice an integrated educational system. subjects. Thus, the comparative adult education

. . will be able to draw upon; comparative studies ot
.t is also probable that comparative qdult educa- cultural behaviour (cultural sociology); studies of 

tion while being temporarily an independent social psychology; comparative literature; history; 
subject, unbound by traditions and with a field of planning science; system analysis and function 
work which has its own—and frequently very special research.
—characteristics—will be able to contribute to the ' V ■ ’ . , , ,.
development of comparative education in general Jt is to be underhned that comparative studies-
and will thus help to accelerate the passage from a f ° th A a desf.nptl,ve.and an ana> ftical character-
descriptive into an analytical science. ?ave ht0{h aHnatIO,nf  aim a“? an f ternatlonal ™e’these two sides of the subject supplement each other

Uj and may—for instance with regard to objects and
methods—complete and supplement each other.

8. The main purposes o f comparative adult educa­
tion, as a special field of work are (see also 3): Previous Conferences on Comparative Adult

—to obtain better information on educational Education 
systems and structures in other countries in On several occasions the point has been advocat-
general, and on relationships between adult ed that comparative adult education should be taken
education in its variety of forms and the up in a global framework. Here reference may just
institutionalized forms of education in parti- be made to:
cu'ar’ . —Two world conferences sponsored by Unesco
10 obtain better information on the ways in concerning adult education, one in Elsinore,
which other people have solved special social Denmark, in 1949, and one in Montreal,
problems through education; Canada, in 1960.

—to achieve greater knowledge of the historical —The Exeter conference on comparative adult
roots of adult education activities in various education, arranged by the CSLEA (Centre
countries, and thus to obtain a better under- for Study of Liberal Education for Adults —
standing of cultural, social, sociological and now transferred to the Syracuse University)
financial relationships; in Boston, U.S.A. in 1966.

—to become more familiar with the historical —Conference arranged by the periodical
and cultural background of specific activities “Convergence” in Pug wash, New-Foundland,
within adult education, in order to have thus a Canada, in 1970.
better possibility of appreciating and testing ~ It ou8bt to be mentioned that the Ontario 
possible results of existing trends of develop- Institute of Studies in Education (OISE)
ment and of current practice; F Toronto, Canada—the publisher of the multi-

On ;he background of the above indication it lingual periodical “Convergence”—has held
would be possible among other things1 two small international seminars in 1968 and

throw a new lieht on nn« 1970 on comparative adult education,
systems of work and to be able to judg^m m e of * e f U A E (Internation-
objectively conditions in one’s own country; 3
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A Crowing Force For National Development Say Experts: 
foil Can 'll each An OH Dog New Tricks

By Richard Greenough

ADULT education is no longer a second-hand educational studies. This paper traces the work of 
^  alternative intended only for those cast into previous conferences and examines the growth and 

outer darkness by their ignorance, for those evolution of adult education. It also cites replies 
who embarrassed by the lowness of their standards, from some of the more than 80 Member States who 
are afraid of failure and ridicule. Adult education so far have replied to a Unesco questionnaire, in 
is no longer just a matter of trying to help older preparation for the meeting, seeking basic informa- 
people catch up on the learning they failed to get tion about adult education in each country, 
at school, whether by not being able to make The first of these conferences was sponsored by 
the grade at the end of a set number of years, by the Organization in 1949, at Elsinore, Denmark, 
dropping out early, or even by not being able to Attended by 79 delegates representing 25 countries, 
attend school at all. two-thirds from Europe, it was concerned more with

Such education nowadays is looked upon by post-war recovery and rehabilitation than with 
educators as an integral part of life-long learning crystal gazing.
and a tool for fitting people to live in, and cope The second meeting, in Montreal in 1960, was 
with, this modern world. It is today regarded as attended by 112 representatives from 51 countries 
a process whereby persons, who no longer attend including, for the first time, delegates from Africa, 
school on a regular or full-time basis, can pursue Asia, Latin America, the USSR and Eastern Euro- 
organized studies and activities to develop their Pean countries. Among other things, this confer- 
knowledge, aptitudes, skills that will equip them to ence decided that adult education had come to 
perform roles in society in a more or less crea- stayi t*131 by then, it was an essential component 
tive or critical fashion—to be of use and profit to of any nation’s policy for coping with the pressures 
themselves, their families, and to the community at change and generally with improving the quality 
large. of life. In the final report on the Montreal meet-

For example, a mother wants to be able to talk J  ™aS atat.ed tbat People eyerywbere should
intelligently to her children about what they are !L S ’ u  education as normal and that govern- 
learmng at school; a worker wishes to learn new ™ents should treat it as a necessary part of the
skills to put himself in line for promotion or a new t a u*
job; a citizen wants to play a more useful—and Tokyo conference is expected to be attended by 
perhaps to him more important and satisfying—job representatives from most of Unesco 126 Member 
in his community. Being able to do things better; States, as well as from scores of international agen- 
have a wider, deeper knowledge of what makes the . min .
wheels go round in the increasingly more scientific t r v  I f  as lo,n° aS° 3S l^ 19, 3 Mi.ms~
and technological life of today; learning leisure skills fy 0 , adalt education committee
to make retirement less bleak, more satisfying S  r r T rte2 n  f 3™ "8- Was both
and even profitable; and finally, the sheer need f jJ  t̂ nd t!!‘e'Long i.L° T ’ 13 his paper,
for bread and butter. All these are among the tbat [Vfldea of adult education playing
motive forces behind the present growth in adult ?art tbe 1Velw7«,™e” and ,!hf a airs ° feducation. nations is not new. What is new , he says, is

Tn t„i * i i , , „ , the fact that the vision at last shows signs ofIn order to take stock on a world scale of the becoming reality ”
c n S L C! r ^  f t  a*dult feducati™’ fUnesco is why is this? ' Because, the paper suggest: “social, 
2 1 ” I S  d TIn ernat,?nal Conference on economic, political and ecological changes, accelc- 
Auan t IQ7? fr0^  y t0. 7 rated by technological innovations have forced more
thenenfiFn’ them ®etm| Wlli: exarad?e and more decision makers to conclude that
or S i  f ?  education during the past decade; education must be functionally related to life, and

text iff , a 0 f(aduIt cdl‘caUon ln,,the, cotn- that life in the modern world for most people is 
Sies nf Pri' f 'l° ng .educatl°n, and review the strate- becoming intolerable, or even impossible, without
e d n c t i ^ ' V r 1 develoPmen! m respect of adult the appropriate knowledge, skills and attitudes to 
education. The concerns and needs of developing cope with it ”
thisTeld Wiil C° me iD f° r particu,ar exaraination in  ̂ As the reply from the USA to Unesco’s ques- 

' tionnaire puts it, in part: “ Increasing awareness
An advance background document for this con- that learning throughout life is essential not only 

erence has been prepared by Dr. John Lowe, head for economic success but to a better way of life in a 
Edinburgh University’s department of better society has marked the last decade."
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Three main reasons are suggested for why more states: “ Adult education programmes help indivi- 
attention has been paid to adult education since duals to solve the problem posed by everyday life.” 
the Montreal conference: the public interest; indivi- Adult education, it is found, is increasingly con- 
dual needs and problems; harmonising communal cerned with what knowledge the learner himself 
and individual interests. wishes to acquire, rather than what the teacher

So far as public interest is concerned, the paper thinks he should teach. To succeed in this, the 
finds that both in the developing and the so called learner needs to be provided with effective methods 
developed countries, adult education is seen as a of thought, the ability to pick and choose with 
necessary instrument to promote community action, discrimination, and to be critical. He must know 
forge national unity, generally improve the human how to make use of the most up-to-date learning 
condition, and also to help deal with the threaten- tools available to him. Thus a main object of adult 
ing social problems which inevitably accompany education is becoming to assist people to learn by 
material progress. In both types of country, it is themselves.
now realised that suitable education schemes are Another point raised in this paper is on the 
needed to produce a large pool of ability, to induce durability of the learning capacity of adults; that 
change in adult behaviour and to assist communi- you surely can teach an old dog new tricks. “ Al­
lies to counter the often deleterious effects to though the mental reflexes of adults slow down as 
change. they age, their powers of intellectual reasoning

Kenya in its reply, reported that at this stage of increase if regularly exercised,” states this back- 
that country’s development: “education is much ground document. “Among psychologists and 
more an economic than a social service. It is our professional adult educators it has been common 
principal means for relieving the shortage of domes- knowledge for many years that, subject to a few 
tic skilled man-power and equalising economic minor qualifications, adults can learn as effectively 
opportunities among citizens.” " as the young.”

In Nigeria, the impact of adult education as Life-long learning, which will be the main thread 
reported; is considerably shown in new farming running through the Tokyo conference is not new.
* cri nX erS,  Whl?  • hayf mcreased productivity in It known t0 the Chinese and the Indians
t h r S  ^ o L ra tiv e s” * °f pr°duCe thousands of years ago, but only to an elite of

. j . f  ,• , ' . . . . .  . , . scholars. What is new is the democratic attempt
c !  T  contribution towards nation tod t0 relate this kind of Earning to the satisfac-

.h°™ !r8 r?eR r g:- ^  tion of the individual and the community, and its

-*■ r r ce as a f,oba' “0 , , . . , , . . Life-long learning is not continuous, organized
uc education is particularly important in instruction from the womb to the tomb; its aim,

ve oping countries faced with ethnic, tribal and rather, is that individuals should have constant
inguis ^  divisions, where there is additional need access to learning all their lives. The crucial word

consolidate natural integration and national unity, is “ learning” , sharply distinguished from “education”
As the overwhelming majority of people in the in its traditional usage.

u'aop c wl ' l  J .*V*- j nu SD!fd ,(̂ ten isolated But the other side of the coin of reported, and 
.1 vpfnnmpn- Unc "> ™ education to rural substantiated, growth of adult education will be seen
administering internatmnaf6̂ ^ 3- ' ^ ’̂ ^  agencies at Tokyo. Although reports from Member States
and the World Rmk 'acud’°§ Unesco t0 tke Unesco questionnaire show that the scale of
as a top priority ’ &t IUra educatlon government support and the rate of public partici-

T • . , . pation are satisfactory—e.g. Sweden’s 10 per cent
TTccp' t . r  . «d! ’;S a, 1 education activities, the of its education spending and a very high participa-
c t. l aracular attention is given to the tion rate in Poland—there are at least two negative
r.Pnnlf»,JnoriVnnI1rQi1̂ adln-f- agncaltural workers, aspects which have shown up in these replies. One
P P ,  8 iversities, and rural schools is a reluctance of governments to treat adult educa-
pHiiratinn'it D«t?, s^ow.s ***** a. r>se in th e  tion as an integral part of the State’s provisions for

offlrl nn i °,f the r!lra ■ P°Palatlon has a education. The other is the persistently low level
positive effect on labour productivity.” of financial support. Dr. J.C. Mathur, according

Un the matter of individual needs and problems, to this background paper, has calculated that only
and reconciling them with the community, the back- .002 per cent of public resources in the world are
ground paper comments on the growing movement: today available for adult education.
d I ^ c o ^ r e s n o n d ^ h h 0* ! h afDmcs. whjc!* will Adult educators in most countries also face the

roles. On this the Dominican Republic succinctly educators almost everywhere.”
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A D U LT EDUCATION IN  M ALAYSIA*
Yusof bin Junid

Further Education Officer, Ministry o f Education, Malaysia

Introduction tration of Farther Education is done by one of his
TN Malaysia, adult education is not the responsi- Onpmsers Schools. The Further Education 
1  bility of one Ministry or Department but of °™cer>. at Ministry level, is responsible for Further 

several. The programmes carried out by these Education throughout the country. 
Ministries/Departments are generally named accord-
ing to their aims and activities which, when inter- Community Development Classes 
preted in their widest terms, can be classified under The Community Development Classes and the 
tne term aault education. This is not to say that Taman Latehan Wanita (Training Institute for 
adult education programmes are entirely carried out Women) are two aspects of the community develoD- 
by Government agencies. Some private bodies and ment efforts of the Ministry of National and Rural 
voluntary organisations do include adult education' Development. In this Ministry the Community 
as part or their programmes but their efforts in the Development Classes Division is entrusted with the 
main are to complement those undertaken by task of encouraging the peoples efforts combined 
Government. vvith those of Government to improve the economic

Malaysia has entered a new development era with and social condition of the rural community. The 
the launching of the Second Malaysia Plan (1971 - Programmes organised under the Community Deve- 
1975). The Plan is designed to facilitate the achieve- lopment Classes are as follows :— 
ment of the over-riding national objective, which is r;\ v nrnt> f 
national unity, and represents a new strategy in child Care
which national priorities are re-ordered and efforts g £  - ? •  • ,
intensified to deal with the economic and social F ^ f s (Vocatlonal Classes)
problems confronting the country. Education and %  S o u C t a S *  
training programmes are expected to play a vital  ̂ c Classes.
role in promoting national unity. This paper The Home Economics Classes and the Child 
attempts to deal with the adult education pro- Care Centres are run by women village workers 
grammes which are currently undertaken by Govern- (Pemaju Kampong) who have been trained at the 
ment agencies. Taman Latehan Wanita. At the moment there are

four such Institutes out of which three provide basic 
fu rth er Education Home Economics training and the fourth provides

Further education is the responsibility of the Advance Home Economics and Child Care Courses. 
Ministry of Education and is intended to cater for Work-Oriented Classes mainly cater for those 
school ‘drop-outs’; those who have been unable to who have completed their three-year course in Ro- 
continue their education in regular schools; those manise Literacy in the National Language. Rural 
Who are in employment and wish to improve their youths are also admitted to these classes. Courses 
s(atus and raise their standard of general, technical In Agriculture, Crafts, Sewing, Animal Husbandry 
°r commercial education; and those who wish to Motor Mechanic, Radio and T.V. Mechanic and 
Hudy the National Language. Further Education Hair Dressing have been found to be popular with 
Centres are established throughout the country and students.
S  f re “on? ally fh0,used in existing secondary The eradication of illiteracy in the National 
3 °  s- The level of classes and the subjects to be Language is an essential element in the overall deve- 
rn determined by popular demand. The lopment of the nation and towards this end a
neoiurn of instruction to be used is either the Romanise Literacy Programme for rural folks each 
National language or English. Generally the most course covering a period of three years has been 
Popular courses are in General Education. implemented by the Ministry of National and Rural

The personnel involved in Further Education are Development in 1961. This Programme is expected 
Ambers of the Education Service. They are either to continue till 1975 in West Malaysia and in the 

^achers in regular schools employed on part-time case of East Malaysia till 1979. 
gasis as Instructors or as Supervisors of Further Besides attending the Romanise Literacy Classes
Education M  S,a? 1leVf 1, S atep J hief W°rk-0riented Ciasses or the Home Economics
Eon in £  ?fffltcer 18 resPonslble / or Fu/ ther Educa' F lasses>students are §iven Islamic Religious Know- his State; normally the day-to-day admims- ledge as a course by itself.

background paper for the Asian Regional Seminar on Teachers in the Community Development Classes 
Ma aiining of Adult Educators”  held in>lew Delhi from are drawn from amongst the rural folks. Regular 

ca 5'13>!972- school teachers may also teach in these classes.
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These teachers, whether trained Government school rural areas. In addition, short formalised courses 
teachers or otherwise, are given special training in for adult farmers and youths are conducted at 20 
adult education. Each district has a District Super- agricultural training centres in practical farming 
visor of Community Development Classes who is methods.
responsible for the supervision of classes in his The Rurai Youth Programme is aimed at equip- 
district as well as providing information on Govern- ping youths with a wide range of requisite agricul- 
ment policies and leadership to the community. At tural skills to prepare them for farming vocations. 
State and Federal level, the personnel in Commu- jj- j£ a positive step to reduce unemployment 
nity Development Classes are drawn from the Mana- amongst youths, particularly in rural areas. One 
Serial and Professional Group of Government ser- important aspects of the youth extension programme 
vants who are either members of the Home and js tjje training of rural youths in farm mechanisation 
Foreign Service or teachers seconded from members carried out at the farm mechanisation training 
of the Education Service. They are mainly gene- centres to prepare them for employment as tractor 
ralists in adult education for their function is chiefly operators and mechanics. Another important 
concerned with administration. programme is the formal training of youths in
ivt .* , c i-j ™ practical agriculture at the various agricultural
National Solidarity Classes training centres so that they could become more

Principally these are classes for the eradication efficient farmers when they return to their villages,
of illiteracy amongst non-Malays in the National The crucial role of farm women in the develop- 
Language. Classes in other language and some ad- ment of a rural community cannot be over-emphasi- 
hoc vocational-type training are also conducted on ed. The rural women are not only involved in all 
the basis of requests. Together with other good- aspects of farm operations but also in the decision 
will activities these classes are intended to foster making process. Such being the case the develop- 
nationai unity. National Solidarity Classes of the ment of farm women and the home cannot be
National Goodwill Department comprise the follow- separated from the over-all development of the 
1D2 • farming community. Efforts in the Home Improve-

(i) Basic Literacy (Elementary, Intermediate ment Programme include kitchen gardening, cash 
and Advanced Level). cropping, nutrition, and home management.

(ii) Lower Certificate of Education Level. The Agricultural Extension service in Malaysia
(iii) Malaysia Certificate of Education Level. requires four types of personnel, namely (i) extension
(iv) Kuo-yu Language (Basic course). administrators (ii) extension specialists, (iii) extension

Teachers with suitable academic qualifications supervisors and (iv) field level operatives or the
are employed on part-time basis to teach in these bona fide extension workers. The shortage of 
classes. District and State Supervisors of National extension personnel, particularly the supervisory 
Solidarity Classes are also employed on part-time staff and field operatives has hindered the accelerated 
basis. At the Federal level, the personnel in the implementation of agricultural extension program- 
National Goodwill Department are mostly those in mes in Malaysia. The output of trained personnel 
the Home and Foreign Service. from concerned institutions, such as the College of

Agriculture at Serdang and the Agricultural 
Agricultural Extension Institutes has been insufficient to keep up with the

a nr!r-i.11.irai __  , , , increased demand for extension personnel.Agricultural extension programmes, conducted
by the Division of Agriculture, Ministry of Agricul- *, „ T . . ,, ,r  -
ture, and Lands, come under three categories Vocatlo?al Training (by Council of Trust for
namely (a) farm improvement programme, (b) rural t l̂e Indigenous People (MARA) 
y°ll,h programme and (c) home improvement The Training Division of MARA is one of 7
programme. Divisions which operates under MARA's objective

The Farm Improvement Programme is designed to °f promoting, stimulating, facilitating and under- 
increase farm productivity and include such efforts taking the economic advancement of the Bumiputras. 
as promotion of double cropping of padi, cash crop- MARA through its training programmes carried out 
ping, crop diversification and crop rehabilitation and by this Division aims at the implementation of a 
replanting schemes. These programme activities, as comprehensive and realistic training and education 
far as possible, are carried out in selected “develop- for suitably qualified Bumiputras. The ultimate 
ment areas within the framework of farmers’ objective is to produce trained Bumiputra manpower
associations. It is through farmers’ association that to meet the needs of industrialisation and also
other agricultural imputs and expertise are channell- to facilitate their active and fruitful participation in 
ed to the farmers. More specifically, the programme commerce and industry.
include training of farmers in farm mechanisation at The objective of the Vocational Training Section 
farm mechanisation training centres to cope with of the Training Dividnn h it, i • i
the expanding demand for technological s U Z  f c o m p m E s L  and mea n ^  ' v U  o n ' S S  
with increasing employment opportunities in the V (C onthuedm ^ge l f ^
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TMHIOPIA is among the 12 On the basis of daily activities of 
-Li countries in the World the participants in the Project 

Experimental Functional Lite- areas, arithmetic primers were
racy Programme. The other 11 also constructed. Like India,
countries are Algeria, Ecuador, Ethiopia also has many dialects 
Guinea, India, Iran, Madgascar, and hence a language book for
hfuh, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania those who do not speak Amharic
and Vanezuela. In Ethiopia, the is also prepared for the Functi- 
plan of operation was signed in onal Literacy classes.
July 1968 at an estimated cost of Tt - , , . . .  , e
8 millions Ethiopian dollars out «  that °,Ut ° f th|
of which 3 million were to be u ^ o  Popu,atlofn of
provided by UNDP and 5 million miterftec; w  ’r)r f Pe*_cent arebv Ihe Tmnprinl Ftv.;™;™ illiterates. Work for Functional
Government However Ohe vvOrk literacy classes started in selected 

W n r l t - f W n f o f l  could not start immediately due f h T o K f ’L S T  “ “ w T  *°

Functional a

Literacy S F  $  1972J  linked with rural development * n° Stf l 1’̂ c la s s e s . In Agri-
as well as industrial and vocatio- Areas literacy classes are

r r o j e c t  nal training. The main sectors evening thr ^ terf.00n °j:ia
of economy covered under this evening for the duration of 2

IS! Programme are (1) the Industrial monffis™ each sê ! ° n̂  ofh 6 to 10
111 Sector of Addis Ababa and “ S Y  h' teachers are
r * . ,  .  - Methara Ribbon in Shea province drop-out students who are
r  t h m n i a  (2) Agricultural S ector in trained in the use of Functional
C t m o p i a  Wolamo NSoddof Jimma°Agaro ^  Mmera the Project

and Chilalo province of Ethiopia. Quarter. In the rural areas
The main crops raised in the j h,?Jhv^arm^ i i1Vu 1° scatter' 
above provinces are Coffee, P uts, it was difficult to locate
Wheat, Cotton, and Maize. unctional Literacy Centres at

convenient distances. Due to the
Amharic which is the national enthusiasm of the workers, it was

language of Ethiopia, has as many interesting to find that some of
as 250 alphabets and a special *ie uonimunity leaders had built

Sushila Mehta type of script. Functional Lite- special huts lor the Functional
racy primers on different agricul- Literacy Centres. The farmers
tural crops and home economics a • Provlded furniture and other
were prepared by Material Pro- ^mpment * r c asses- Buta
duction Unit at the Project Head u . araPs . ^e,re provided
Quarter in Addis Ababa (which °y 1 , M‘nistry of Education. It
means new flower). Functionality ',Yas ^!so interestiug to find that
was given a priority and analytic • GoverDment had provided 
eclectic methods were used in priiners, copy books, to the adult 
constructing primers. For the 'earners tree ot charge, 
preparation of home economics As we were travelling from 
primer, Project Staff and Home one settlement to another, we
Economics Unit visited the diffe- could notice that regular commu-
rent provinces and studied the °ity centres which the Governor
problems which needed their °f the Province of Chilalo des-

_ urgent attention and listed five cribed as Jaloke Schools (after
* D r Sushila Mehta who is working ce?tres of inte/ est, on "W *  ‘he Renam e of an enthusiastic wor-

as Assistant Director in the Directorate primers were developed. For the ker) were springing up in difler-
of Adult Education, Government of preparation of primers to be used ent places. The Church which
India, was awarded a FAO Fellowship in the Industrial Belt, the Project is also a powerful agencv fo r
smT * 'W o S S i r  $ S 8 S  Sta#v collected technical words * a t a a l  programme has also
Literacy Programme in Ethiopia in snd vocabulary on the basis of §Een its blessings tor iht Func-
January/February, 1972. which primers were developed. (Continued on page 12)
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CHILE AIMS AT FULL ADULT LITERACY BY 197®
By Arthur Gillette

ERADICATE adult illiteracy by the end of 1976— view); and the amount of family allowances paid by 
this is a recently announced aim of the Chilean the government (a mother of five clucked her tongue 

government. gleefully on discovering she was entitled to more
In some ways, the job will be easier in Chile than she had claimed). All in all, the discussion

than in many other developing countries. Of the seemed more like a conversation than a class,
population over 15 years of age, 88.5 per cent can After a summary of what had been said, the 
already read and write; also, a single language, second volunteer took over for a final half hour’s 
Spanish, is universally spoken. presentation and drill in reading and writting.

Despite these relative advantages, the final Such courses—and they are beginning to take 
assualt on illiteracy, now starting, promises many place in many parts of Chile—are not problem-free, 
difficulties. Rural illiterates are sprinkled through Attendance tends to be uneven, for example. Four 
the countryside on often hard-to-reach farms. In of the ten women who signed up for the class I 
cities, other, less demanding leisure distractions—not observed were absent. Also, the choice of key words 
to mention long work hours—vie with education for may require some revision. There is, for example, 
the time of illiterate workers and housewives. some question as to whether “ telephone” is a house-

Eliminating illiteracy will be the more difficult hold concept in the neighbourhood I visited.
since in Chile, “Literacy” means more than the Learners reiuctant to admit obstacles 
traditional tnree Rs. Adopting the psycho*social ** , , , .. . . tl ,,
approach of Brazilian educator Paulo Freire, the A further drawback may lie in the method s 
Chilean government has decided literacy^ shall be assumption that illiterates will readily recognize the 
nothing less than “a method of participatory fact that they face severe social and economic 
involvement in social change.” Stress is laid not obstacles. In some cases, open recognition of such 
on teaching the mechanics of reading and writing, obstacles seems to be resisted as an admission of 
but on teaching them so as to help pupils attain a personal failure, although the campaign’s spirit is 
clearer awareness both of their socio-economic anything but paternalistic.
problems, and of ways to solve those problems. Whatever the problems, Chile’s effort to elimi-

In practice, the Chilean method focuses on 22 nate adult illiteracy by 1976 seems to be off to a 
key words that represent concepts actually or poten- promising start. This impression is due largely to 
tially crucial in the daily life of the poor. The the high motivation of many of the students, 
words range from “ milk” and “home” to “ I signed up for the class because I wanted to 
“machine,” “land” and “guitar”. know more about what is going on in Chile” , a

The way the method works comes as a surprise housewife told me. “In fact, I began buying a daily 
to anyone used to more traditional kinds of literacy newspaper even before the course began. Even 
work. though I couldn’t read it, just the sight of it has

So I found out a few weeks ago when I accom- made me want to learn. And, would you believe 
panied two volunteer instructors to the course they that, looking at an article the other day, I found I 
teach five afternoons a week at a school in a wor- could actually piece a few words together!” 
kers’ suburb of Santiago. The class was attended by She sounded as though she could hardly believe 
six women ranging in age from 15 to 60. it herself.

I settled in my chair at the back of the room (UNESCO FEATURES)
fully expecting a session of painful attempts to break —..........— ■
words into syllables and syllables into letters. Comparative Adult Education

Instead, the pupils’ copybooks stayed firmly (Continued from page 4)
shut while one of the volunteers taped a poster Montreal, Canada in 1970. At this conference
illustrating ike day s key words '‘pregnancy’ a special committee to deal with comparative
(“embarazo .)—to a wall at the front of the room. studies was established.
Then a fascinating hour’s discussion of the theme The Unesco Institute of Education in Hamburg 
began. I he volunteer made sure that all the women has held some seminars on comparative education— 
felt free to speak up. Meanwhile, her companion the last in the late summer 1971. 
took notes. Analysed cumulatively, such notes Finally it should be mentioned, that a World 
reveal those problems that are particularly wide- Council of Comparative Education Societies was 
spread and point up failings in government social established at a World Congress of Comparative 
services. Both can be brought to the authorities’ Education Societies held in Ottawa 1970. The 
attention. secretariat of the world council is at the University

Among the many issues debated were: birth 0f Ottawa. (Adult Education was not as such 
eontrol (the class was against and the volunteer for, represented at the Ottawa Congress as it has not got 
although she made no effor to impose her own organized yet in this important field).
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Adult Education in Himachal Pradesh
L.R. Vaidya

T^ACILITIES for all types of Education task especially when the literacy instructor is onlv 
in pre-independence days were very meagre a part time one and there is no adequate machinery

,Hl“ achal Pradesh The percentage of to render the personal services. In order
n ^ inn1951'vaso.n!y7-7 which increased to 21.26 to enthuse the elementry school teachers and 

° f n  nng .effortS ° f the Government other literate persons to conduct the class, a
the percentage of literacy increased to 31.32 in 1971. remuneration of Rs. 50/- per month for 6 months is

paid. Previously we use to pay a sum of Rs. 3/- 
r„ „„ „ „ . , . Per adult made literate. The duration of the class
In an organised manner, the Social Education was 3 months which has now been increased to

activities in the State started with the inauguration 6 months. The adults enrolled are provided pre-
Community Development Programme in India in instructions and are given reading and writing 

°cla> Educatlon Organisers which- material free of cost. The adult teachers are given 
ormed the team of Extension Workers at the Block 3 days orientation course at the District level before 

level took up comprehensive programme of Social the start of the classes.
Education which included organisation of Commu­
nity Centres, Information Centres, Youth Clubs,
Mahila Mandals, Balwadies, village leader camps, No remuneration is paid to the teacher-trainees 
literacy classes, recreation clubs etc. The organisation of the classes is considered to be

the part of the training programme. Students of 
Tl , , . High and Higher Secondary classes are involved to
** was only in 1961-62, that Education Depart- start ‘Home Classes for their own illiterate members

nent ot the State was directly involved in the of the family and neighbours. Instructional and
programme, the main problem before the Depart- reading and writing material is provided free of cost 

t0r tae percenta§e °f literacy in the to the adults involved in the programme. We have 
state. I he facilities of the Department were, there- not gained much success in these two directions 
tore, harnessed towards this end. Efforts are still being made to achieve maximum

results. The next page gives a brief detail of the 
work done from 1961-62 to 1969-70:—

The programme of eradication of Adult illiteracy 
was made an integral part of the overall programme
of Educational Development. The District Educa- The achievements as stated there do not give 
Uon Officers and Block Education Officers were the satisfaction that one should have in this
made responsible for the organisation of literacy important programme of National building. The
classes in their area of operation in addition to their ‘Seventies’ have given new dimension to the pro­
own noimal duties. The services of elementary gramme. The Functional Literacy is the ultimate 
school teachers, teacher-trainees of Teacher Training objective. The Farmers’ Functional Literacy 
Institutions and students of High and Higher Programme which we have undertaken in Mandi 
Secondary Classes were mobilized for the organisa- District is bound to open new horizons Under 
Hon of the programme. Thus a three pronged this programme we have organised 60 classes in 
approach was considered necessary in the absence 3 areas of Block Education officers during 1971-72. 
of any administrative pattern of its own for the The area of operation is being extended during 
promotion of Adult Education programme from the 1972-73 and we propose to ogranise 60 more 
Mate to Village level. In order to provide guidance Farmers Functional Literacy classes involving 1500
and other technical assistance to the District, to 1700 adult illiterate farmers.
«lock an.1 Field workers, a post at the Directorate 
level was filled up for this purpose. We have to face
some big hurdles due to difficult terrain and the low The furtherance of the programme is a must in 
oensity oi population. The instructional part of our Democratic Socialistic Pattern of Society. The 

e programme is not so difficult as that of mobiiis- rapid changes in our every day life have a tre- 
5® ibe adtlHs, t0 attend the classes regularly. I mendous impact both on the individual and the 
Place great emphasis on the word regularly as the Society. The individual mid the society require 
experience has shown that this becomes difficult adjustment of one kind or the other. Adult Edu-

-------- - ----------- --cation is the modern social invention designed
especially to give this help—the sooner we realise 

rr, , . . , this* the better the impact will be on our deve-
ihe author is Assistant Director (SocialEducation), lopmental programmes. Our effort are, therefore, 

overnment o f Himachal Pradesh, Simla. directed to achieve the desired end.
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Adults made
Adults made literate under Adults made Adults made Total adults

literate through Vidya Dan literate through literate through made literate
Year the D.E.Os. Andolan the teacher- the whole (Total o f cols. Remarks

(Distt. Educa- (Mobilisation trainees. time Social 2-5).
tion Officers) of students) Centres.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1961- 62 500 — — — 500 Pilot Projects were
conducted during 
1961-62 & 63-64.

1962- 63 475 — — — 475

1963- 64 13474 — — — 13474 Campaign imple­
mented jointly by 
the Education 
Department and

x Development
Department.

1964- 65 3319 — — — 3319
1965- 66 5271 253 484 — 6008
1966 67 9002 2120 747 — 11869
1967- 68 6570 1555 589 185 8899
1968- 69 3349 1414 312 178 • 5253
1969- 70 6894 380 294 190 7758

Total: 48854 5722 2426 553 57555

Work-Oriented Functional walk miles to supervise and guide how to read and write Amharic.
Literacy Project in Ethiopia the classes. The motivation of A special primer for teaching the

(Continued from page 9) the illiterate farmers in the Func- language has been prepared by
t „ n  . T, tional Literacy classes was high. the Project Staff. There is also

iteresthm (oy S te  'that hToh RouSh aild r^ Y  tests to the a move to compile a word list
--■ 7 7T frnm" .  i a d u l t  learners, in arithmetic was which is common to the different

Vice M t o w T h l  Governor « * “ • '* *  ■*»•#> <W the languages so that it can be used
of the Provinces are taking keen achievements were while teaching Amharic.
interest in the Functional Lite- 8 T s
ncv Proeramme * , . Lastly, as in many other pro-

rv r.u  ui r j u  „  Another problem faced by the jects in Ethiopia also the pro-
One of the problems faced by Project Staff is about the spoken blem of coordination of different
Project otaff is about propei .and written languages. There agencies, working for this Pro­

supervision of the far-flunged are many different dialects spoken ject, is being felt at different
centres where there are no roads in different provinces. But many levels. However, due to the
or means of conveyance. Lnlike of them do not have a written dynamic leadership of the Pro-
India, the farmers m Ethiopia script. Amharic is a language ject Staff a measure of informal
hve m scattered huts on their having its own script and there- coordination of the Government
farms. There are very few com- fore, it is accepted as a national officers, the Project Staff' S c
pactv.llage communu.es. It is, language. However, a large Primary SchoolStaff etc has
therefore, difficult, to prov.de number of illiterate learners do been achieved and vet the need
equipment, supervision and pro- not know Amharic, it is, there- for a Working Groun consist!^
per gutdance to the Funct.onal fore necessary for the project of the representatfves of he
Literacy Centre. However, some workers to teach the lanciiaee • a . -S r u
of the enthusiastic supervisors before the farmers could learn p S e c t f i s S K S ^ ® 1 f° r *
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Recommendations of the Workshop on 
U niversity Continuing Education

The recommendations o f the workshop on University Continuing Education held at Udaipur on 
February 14-15 are given below :

It was felt by all the participants of the Work- of the society to the notice of the
snop that the universities should enter the field of university. On this second committee
people s education (whatever name and form may be there should be two or three senior
given to it) in a big way so that the community as a members of the faculty also,
whole might benefit from the faculty of the univer­
sity and its educational equipment as much as (iv) Voluntary organisations or any voluntary 
possible. agencies which are interested and competent

to undertake the education of the out of 
. In particular, it was decided to make the follow- college people (engaged in their professions)
ing recommendations for necessary action on the should be encouraged to undertake such
Part of various authorities concerned: Continuing (Adult) Education work for the

community at different levels and or
(i) Until a full-time salaried Head of the different types.

department is sanctioned and recruited, it , , . , , ,  . ,
would be desirable for the University to set W  The universities should actively support the 
up a proper Department of Continuing Edu- adalt lltefacy programmes preferably not by
cation and put it under the direction of a undertaking direct teaching responsibility
Senior Professor, who is both willing to bat mdirectly and yet effectively by training
undertake this responsibility and is compe- instructors, conducting research in teach-
tent for carrying out this duty. He may act mS methods, evaluation of different
in an honorary capacity or may be given an programmes and even by offering to
honorarium for this additional service. provide teaching aids or material.

T-i * , n , . (vi) For the realisation of these objectives and
00 I  S  i 0 Continuing Education for reiated action, the Workshop proposed

(or Adult Education as may be the choice of the establishment of a small committee
the name) should have the same status and which should consist of the f n j
consideration in the university organisation members h
as any other major and well established
department of the university. /1s ... „ TT .

(1) Vice-Chancellor, University of Rajasthan
x . .  . . . . . .  . . . . (2) Vice-Chancellor, University of UdaipurThis department should be represented in . . . . *
an appropriate manner on Academic Coun- I'V Vice-Chancellor, University of Jodhpur
cil and other university bodies. (4) Director, Birla Institute of Science and

Technology, Pilani.
(ui) It is desirable for each university to establish ,,, n  c .

two advisory committees for the guidance of  ̂ Sinha Mehta,
the proposed department and for making (6) Chairman, Indian University Association
its services progressively more beneficial to for Continuing Education,
the community. . _

(7) Education Commissioner, Government 
. . 4 . . of Rajasthan.
(a) A community consisting of some select­

ed members of the faculty who are keen It was agreed that the Education Cornmis-
and interested in helping the department sioner of Rajasthan will act as the Secretary
and its growth. for this Committee.

(b) A Committee consisting mainly of some It was felt that these proposals would bear fruit
prominent citizen of the community in and get into action if the State Government through 
the town where the university is func- its education wing, took initiative and kept in touch
turning They should be able to bring with the Universities to watch their progress and to 
the needs and views of various sections encourage their action in this behalf.

13



bearing on the day-to-day life of villagers. This was 
J0  ' ■ J  iW*2p *<nW: followed by the formation of literacy committees in

f c ! e a c h  village to supervise the progress of the drive. 
Oflk Incredible as it may sound, the cost of making a
jH  J kV T j  3w person literate under the Sabha’s project comes to

only about Rs. 30. As Dr. C.D. Deshmukh has 
pointed out, 150 million farmers can be made literate 
in about 15 years at an annual cost of no more than 
Rs. 30 crores. The gram shikshan mohim in Maha- 

R o b y  K id d  V isits In d ia  rashtra has also shown that money is not all that
important. Apparently the Education Commission 

The Chairman of the Department of Adult Edu- had projects like these in mind when it called for a 
cation, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, “massive unorthodox national effort” to promote 
Toronto, Canada, Dr. J. R. Kidd arrived in New literacy. The least that the Centre and the states 
Delhi on February 7 on a three-week tour of this should do is to draw up a plan in the light of the 
country. During his five-day stay in Delhi he met experience of Andhra and Maharashtra without
Dr. D.S. Kothari, Shri J.P. Naik, Shri C.S. Nayar, resorting to further alibis.
Dr. Amrik Singh, Dr. S.N. Saraf, Dr. T. A. Koshy
and Shri S.C. Dutta. He also visited the headquarters ■—Times of India
of the Indian Adult Education Association and had 
discussion on the set up of the World Association
for Adult Education. ‘ M _ .

New Office-Bearers of I.F.W.E.A.
Dr. Kidd delivered the key note address of the . .

Workshop on University Continuing Education of the „ 1 . i° "win8 office-bearers of International
three universities of Rajasthan and the Birla Institute Federatlon of Workers Educational Associations have 
of Technology organised by Seva Mandir at btren elected at its ninth General Conference held at 
Udaipur. This workshop was organised at the Zichron-Yaakov, Israel from March 1-3, 1972. 
initiative of the President of the Indian Adult Educa-
tion Association, Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta. President: Josef Eksl, Osterrichischer Gewerks-

chaftsbund
Dr. Kidd also visited Baroda, Bombay and Vice-President: Hubert Hermans, Centrale voor 

Hyderabad during the last part of his visit to this socialistisch culturbeleid, Brussels
country- General

Secretary: Seven-Arne Stahre, Arbetarnas
Bildnings forbund, Stockholm

A WAY OUT Other members
of the Executive

How long are the Centre and the states going to Committee: Bjarne Hedtoft, Arbejdernes Oply-
blame each other for the tardy progress of the adult sningsforbound, Copenhagen
literacy movement? The Union Education Ministry Heinz Eckert, Deutscher Gewerks-
complains that the state governments are not doing chaftsbund, Dusseldorf
enoug i in the matter. The state governments plead Bezalel Shachar, General Federation

a they do not have enough money to mount a of Labour in Eretz-Israel
really massive literacy drive and that the Centre is Ivar Leveraas, Arbeidernes
The Truth8 that sufficient. ^ b**dy for this purpose. Opplysningsforbundi Norge, Oslo.I he truth is that even with the existing resources
much more can be done if there is a vigorous drive _ _
to tap local initiative. What the Andhra Mahila ^
Sabha has been able to achieve in this field with the
limited funds provided by the state government T ©  M A K E  T H E
shows that the lack of sufficient money is by no
means the most crippling factor. It has made thou- U . T , A U  e r r * * ,* ^
sands of people in five districts learn the three R’s IO N  S T R O N G
by utilising the services of educated villagers. Before
launching its project, the Sabha did extensive prepa- M a k e  t h e  P e o n l A  I
ratory work which included the recruitment of young ^  U ie  r t s o p i e  U f e r a t ©  a n d
educated farmers and the holding of “ workshops” M - a I n
to enable teachers to prepare primers which werc ^ t t © W f i g d g e a |b l | |
not only written in a simple style but also had a
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' to keep in touch 'with advanres and°str^esWlthat
adult education has made during the period; a longer 

ADULT EDUCATION TvTn0tY°in wou^  have increased its utility manifold.
IN CONTJNFNTAT Tmumpr aim Nevertheless the publication as it is, remains a
in  c u m  JJNLNTAL EUROPE: AN forerunner and shows a direction to be initiated bv

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF other countries or continents of the world.
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE MATERIALS R. S. Mathur

(1945-1969) Directorate o f Adult Education
New Delhi

By Jindra Kulich, Vancouver, Center for C on tinu ing________________ .___________________________
Education, U n i v e r s i t y C o l u m b i a ,  1971, Adult Education io Malaysia

(Continued from page 8)
t>RECEDING few decades have been marked Pr°gramn:ie in various trades as required by em- 
A with tremendous increase in peoples’ interest in ployers and country. In the beginning this pro­

adult education everywhere. This growing gramme has been merely carried out in the nature 
interest obviously resulted in corresponding increase ° .  J -  traini.n§ since MARA has not yet 
in publication of literature, exchange of ideas and estab.llshed Us vocational schools. This on-the-job 
information, organisation of specific courses on Gaming has been based on the “marketable skills” 
ndult education etc. Few attempts have been made Wlt  ̂ ,„e vi,evv? ° ” completion, the trainees could 
at bringing together at one place the scattered contri- ?asi ,yn«  3Y?*™* t0 industries of the same nature, 
cut ions available in the field. By bringin" ■ ■ 68 established its first vocational
this Bibliography, Mr. Kulich has done an excellent ln^itute at Malacca where automobile and mechani- 
Job by arranging the publications available in conti- cal courses were conducted. The courses cover a 
nental Europe in a systematic manner. i  ye.ars"Peri°Q* In the following year a Tailoring

The author of any bibliographical work has to coumef Yn 2  JS?3?  Trenggaau for tailoring
determine for himself certain areas and periods was yfarAlanot^er vocational
?'thin which he has to restrict his coverage and training in hnlM na Y ^ ?  1 ^  .,St5r providing
Mr. Kulich has rightly chosen an adequately wide shin An! in 1070 n aac . civd draughtsman- 
and significant period (1945-1969), because it was PemlinYuva instUute, wa? ,set’UP at
his period which saw the emergence of new trends ancj electronics^Radin a n n Y v Y  e ectncal subjects 
t,d few dimensions in adult education and a Members nf the.

Needier production of literature. , Me“ bers of tbe In. vocational institutes are

' a . . ^ i “U,hd 4 9 S,iKed, 857 CO" r ,ior  “ nde' 2° wtodtegories and 49 sub-categories. In this compre- Director of the Train,™ u a A •
YorY i he cla.ssifi£dfiaformatiton is, availabie organisation. Immediately under him is Chief

genY Y Jr.M uountnes ofthe continent, besides Vocational Training Officer who is responsible to
SSSnavia°PICS Under Eur°pC and fhe Director in training matters. L c T  vocSonal

T ‘ institute is managed by a principal.
• ine author has drawn upon all possible sources Conclusion 

compiling the bibliography and has mainly con- " The n—snnnPi ;„„„itra.A ■ 
ted bibliographical periodicals, adult education education nroarammes deY itJd  -uY  var!ous

" jodicals, library periodicals, humanities and themselves is nHnb Y Y  above seldom refer

> z v cieacesperiofa,s m d d“ iorai diss°r-
Tii i - i  hierarchy. Another point worth notin° is that

of a j / rclcvant material reported in Indian Journal many of the top posts in some of the programmes
h i ' * 111 Education and ASPBAE Journal has also described above are held by members oM he Home
$yst_ made use of‘ The llst of Periodicals searched and Foreign Service who are liable to be transferred

cmatically is quite extensive as it exceeds 145 and to other Ministries and Departments. * - ed
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both these classes.  ̂ Text books have been prepared 

them in their own fields of activities.

SOCIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF Those social workers who have an ability and
DELHI PUBLIC LIBRARY aptitude for functional literacy have been selected

Report for 1969=70 as teachers. Orientation camps were organised at
Vellayani and Thavanur is which 80 teachers have

During the year 65,124 persons attended 560 been trained- 
programmes and functions organised by the Social ^  , . . . .  , ...
Education Department of the Delhi Public Library r motlvate the people .or this work, literacy 
These included debates, lectures, film shows, T. V. i atha,s wer® conducted in each of the two Blocks,
shows and various group activities. Ia the Jathas impressive slogans emphasising the

need and importance of adult literacy in a demo-
The Department also organised 12 exhibitions, cratic set-up were shouted by the teachers and other 

Particular mention may be made of the Gandhi llteracy workers.
Centenary Exhibition which attracted a good many
readers. Besides, the Department started ‘Yoga’ * . 'oca‘ committees have been set-up to 
classes in the Library and also organised a Yoga supervise the literacy work. In each class a cup of 
Teachers’ Training Course in collaboration with êa *s served to the students for refreshment.
Bhartiya Lok Parishad. About a hundred persons
were trained as Yoga instructors in the latter course. f ae classes are held on three days a week. The

course will be completed in 6 months, covering
The Department added 96 gramophone records hours, 

during the year to their collection which totalled
1862 on 31st March, 1970. The records were lent The Sangham proposes to publish 100 simple 
for home-listening 11,793 times as against 12,337 follow-up books on topics of interest to the adults, 
last year indicating a slight decrease of 4.4 per cent.

The project will be evaluated at different stages 
The Library Auditorium was let to various operation, 

organisations for holding their functions on 57
occasions. — "

Seekhna aur Seekliana
PILOT PROJECT ON FUNCTIONAL LITERACY

LAUNCHED IN TRIVANDRUM Hindi T ra n sla tio n  o f  th e fam ou s hook
0 Adults Learn’ by Dr, J.R. Kidd

iic Kerala Grandhasala Sangham with financial 4........the first b a s ic  and com preh en sive
assistance from the Union Ministry of Ednon- C I1  e ,
lion and Social Welfare has- launched a pilot e.*tbook m  the field o f ad u lt ^learning
project of Functional literacy in Trivandrum. ant* programming available in Hindi

Language’. Seeds o f Promise— A Four 
Under this project 10 adult literacy classes with Year Report o f University Adult Education

40 learners m the age-group 15-40 in each class in Rajasthan.
have been started in Atlnyannor Block in Trivan-
drum. The syllabus in these classes is related with Price R s. 7.5 ')
fisheries as most of the learners are fishermen. Ten
more adult literacy classes have been started in he had from :
Malappuram Block in North Kerala where most of I r  a i u  r  j
the learners are agriculturists. Subjects such as Indian A d u lt Education Association,
poultry, animal husbandry, health and hygiene and 17-B, Indraprastha Maru
social studies have been included in the syllabus of N ew
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Unesco International Committee Prepares For 
W orld Conference on Adult Education

AN adult is only ready for learning if he knows bution of leaders and educators drawn from the rank 
that he will be able to find in what is offered to and file and hence aware of the problems and 
him an answer to his problems in his situation. aspirations of their own social environment.

Instead of merely listening to what a teacher The importance of school educational systems 
thinks should be taught, an adult should concern taking part in adult education was stressed, on 
himself with what knowledge he wishes to acquire condition that the formal system does not absorb 
and be encouraged to train himself by various means, adult education but rather that the education of 
the teacher thus becoming an intermediary between young people should be influenced, when appro- 
student and the learning tools employed. priate, by contact with adult education, and that

schools should not be content to be places where 
The rights of workers to education during their pupils come to be taught, but should themselves 

working hours, without loss of pay, should be widely move outwards into life around, 
recognized and applied.

These were three of the points stressed by Adult education, particularly insofar as it 
Unesco’s International Advisory Committee for Out- encouraged equality of access to education by women 
of-School Education at its third session, 14-18 was also stressed as a prerequisite of social, econo-
February at Unesco headquarters. mic and ,cl‘ltunal development; during the first three

years of file, it was argued, belorc he can have any
The committee met primarily to consider pre- formal training, a child receives from his environ-

parations for the Third International Conference on me,nt» and [rom ^  parents, profound influences not
Adult Education, to be convened by Unesco in 0,1 his, t r a c  er but on lus reaction to later
Tokyo, 25 July to 7 August this year, and to education and to working life. Education ol the 
examine working papers to be presented to this parents, and by the parents, especially the mothei, is 
conference. therefore a vital factor in adult education.

Other points stressed by the committee as This Advisory Committee, composed of 16 
outlined in their report, included the fact that move- international experts in adult education, w as created 
rnents such as trade unions, co-operatives, woman’s by Unesco’s General Conference in l%6. Dr, 
Voting people’s and rural organizations play an Garnet Page, Canada, was elected chairman of this 
essential role in adult education. This kind of third session; Professor Hideo Fujiwara, Japan. 
Participation in the development of adult education Vice-Chairman; and Mr. Aboubekr Belkaid, Algeria, 
CJln be effective because it is based on the contri- Rapporteur.



Koshy Retires

Dr. T.A. Koshy who was Director, Directorate 
H k  ¥ A tm  i L  of Adult Education, Ministry of Education and

Social Welfare, retired in the last week of March

Dr. Koshy, who is 60 devoted the last 20 
SEMINAR ON TRADE UNIONISM years of his life to the growth and development of

adult education in India.
The Indian Institute for Workers Education,

Bombay in collaboration with the Western Railway Dr> Koshy is Associate Secretary of Indian
Employees’ Union organised a seminar on “ Trade Adult Education Association.
Unionism and Working Conditions in Indian Rail­
ways” in Bombay from Feb. 18 to 20, 1972. 24 _____
people attended the Seminar.

t , „  KENYA JOURNAL OF ADULT EDUCATIONInaugurating the seminar, Miss Mamben Kera,
President, Western Railway Employees’ Union urged .
the need to put the power of trade union unity to The Board of Adult Education in Kenya lias
constructive use. She emphasised the necessity of started publishing an Adult Education Journal
life-long education and said “ Knowledge is a thing entitled Kenya Journal of Adult Education from
which you should go on adding so long as you December 1971. The Journal is a fc. 1 for infor-
live.” mation, research findings, differentia views etc. on

the whole range of the field of adult education.

Shri H.C. Gupta, Office-in-charge of the Indian
Institute of Workers Education said that workers The Journal will be published three times a year, 
education is a great instrument of strength to the April, August, and December. The price per issue
trade union movement. It is only through educa- is Sh. 4/-.
tion that trade union institution could be built on
solid and democratic foundation, he added. T e .. H r ,Information: Mr. E.P. Nakitare, Editor, Kenya

. Journal of Adult Education, Board of Adult Educa-
Shii V.B. Karmk, a veteran trade union leader, tion, P.O. Box 30547, Nairobi, Kenya,

discussed the role of trade unions in modern econo­
mic times. He said that the workers should take a _____
broader view in the general interest of the society 
rather than going for lock-outs. They should
preserve their rights and interests by influencing New Life Members
public opinion and through legislative action.

The following persons have joined the Associa- 
—-----  tion as Life Members:

D r .  H a m p to n  in D elh i 1. shri g a]want Reddy, Hyderabad.

Dr. W. A. Hampton, Senior Lecturer in Extra­
mural Studies. University of Sheffield, England, is 2- Dr. Sushil Chandra Gupta, New Delhi,
arriving in New Delhi on April 12. During his
three day stay in Delhi, Dr. Hampton will meet ,  r, ^  ^  «■ rv *
Dr. S. N. Saraf, Director of Pilot Projects Dr' M'sra, Director, Extension Educa-
Adult Education and Statistics, Ministry tion’ udaiPur University, Udaipur,
of Education and Social Welfare and Dr
Amrik Singh. Secretary, Inter-University Board and a cl . „  . D ~ ^  „
the Indian University Association for Continuing 4‘ Shn GoPinata Rao> D.D.P.I., Hjderabad.
Education. ' ———  — —  ...

Dr. Hampton will also have discussion with the ><aP w *?ampt° n ^dl ^ so address a Seminar on 
General Secretary of the IAEA, Shri S.C. Dotta r„Adlfllt E| | f at'on for Democracy” at the head-d’ quarters of the Association on April 16, 1972.
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Some Considerations for 
Adult Literacy Teachers

P.E. Torrence

'T 'H E fact that academic qualifications are iinpor- are voluntary participants in adult literacy education
A tant is hardly debatable. However, it is programmes. They are likely to remain only as long

necessary for adult literacy teachers to realize as what is offered relates realistically to their needs,
that mere possession of academic qualifications is desires and capabilities. The teacher of adults must
hardly enough. A successful teacher of adults have a sensitivity to the relationship of what he is
cannot afford to be content with an academic degree teaching to its usefulness and meaningfulness to his
m reading or math. He can ill afford to be satisfied students. This sensitivity requires that teachers have
with haying developed certain teaching skills in a general knowledge about their class members—
communications or math. In addition to developing what they want as well as what they expect. For
an understanding of the adult population he serves, example, adult students will want information that
the literacy teacher must possess a sincere desire to can be used to help improve themselves; they will
help each individual who comes under his guidance want new ideas and new discoveries; they will want
for learning to raise his educational standing and a congenial classroom atmosphere; they will want a
broaden his horizon. stimulating teacher. These adults will expect to be

treated as adults; they will expect to be treated as 
A person working with adult literacy education individuals, they will expect to be encouraged to

students has to be much more than just a teacher, think for themselves, but they will expect to be" able
He must b Apiration, advisor, hope, happiness to participate freely in the classroom activities,
and companion1 to each of the individuals who come
under his guidance. A teacher of adults needs an The United States Department of Health, Educa- 
abundance of wisdom, tact and patience. tion and Welfare has outlined three basic principles

for teaching adults that deserve mention here. They 
In teaching adults, it is vital to realize that no are as follows: 

one group of adults is like any other group; each
presents its personalities, abilities, achievement « rr , , . . .  . .
levels and problems in a different manner-there is L ^fachcrs should base instruction on problems at 
hardly such a thing as a homogeneous group. the ,earnmg level

. Take into consideration the needs and concerns
Underlying the educational process is the need of the group members when you plan class activities, 

for teachers to know their students. This involves Teachers should encourage group participation and 
understanding the adult as a learner. Teachers need serve as discussion leaders rather than lecturers. An 
to understand the conditions, home life, problems, informal, yet business-like atmosphere in the class- 
hopes, needs and interests of their adult students, room will do much to ease the tension and anxieties 
Without a knowledge and understanding of this type of the group, 
of background information, teachers will just not* be
able to provide quality instruction for their students. Adapt the subject matter to both the under- 
The type of understanding required of teachers must standing and experience of the group. If you be«in 
go deeper than a superficial acquaintance of adult with elementary ideas or procedures and the group 
student personal characteristics and concerns—it members are experienced, their interest will fade; if 
requires sympathetic attitudes and unyielding you start on an advanced level with an inexperienced 
patience which most often result from direct, simple, group, its members will be confused. In both cases 
personal contact with the adult students themselves, attendance will drop. It is important for teachers to 
Ieachers can better determine how to teach as well discover what each learner knows before they start 
as what to teach when they are knowledgeable of then base courses on the previous experience of each 
the strengths and weaknesses, fears and apprehen- member of the group, 
sions, attitudes and values as well as the achievement
levels of their adult students. Teachers should proceed at the rate the learner

TT ... needs if he is to make the instruction part of his
Unlike elementary and secondary students, adults own equipment. It is not how much the learner is 

—  exposed to that counts, but how much he actually
learns and can put into practice.

Preston E. Torrence is Associate Project Director,
Adult Basic Education. Southern Regional Education Teachers should be careful to speak the learners 
Eoard, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. language, being careful to explain unfamiliar terms
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and to translate them in relation to local conditions. usually give them a different perspective of
Avoid talking over their heads or talking down to life and its realities,
the adult students because either will be resented.
The use of the “ we” approach will help to achieve 7. Adults have needs which are more concrete
a happy medium. and immediate than those of children.

2. The teacher should blend instruction with job 8. Adults expect to have their talents and 
experiences -  experiential information made use of.
Course content must have a living relationship

to  the occupational needs o f  the group. Teachers 9. A dult g ro u p s are likely to  be m ote
should constantly relate the subject matter being heterogeneous than youth gioups.
taught to the jobs of the group members. In addi- .
tion to keeping information practical, teachers 10. Adults attend classes with mixed motives.
should be careful to avoid the academic approach,
and stress the job use of what is being learned. B. Some characteristics which distinguish under-

educated adults from better educated adults as
3. The teachers should brighten instruction with a learners are: 

variety of methods
The use of many teaching methods can do much are difficult to identity,

to capture the attention of adult students. Teachers „ ,, , . ,
should make teaching stimulate participation in 2' They are dlfficl,lt t0 mvolve‘
mental or physical activity to hold interest. -  ̂ . ,3. They are more than likely to be living under

Class members should be encouraged to think conditions of severe economic disadvantage.
creatively for themselves as well as to learn to think . , , , ,,
cooperatively. 4. Taey are more than likely to be culturally

disadvantaged.
Sensitive implementation by literacy teachers of . _. . . ,  . , , ,

the three principles listed above could provide the Theu social values, attitudes and goals will
base for a much more exciting and invigorating differ widely from middle and upper class
programme for adult literacy students. norms.

In addition to the considerations listed above, 6. They live for today, not for tomorrow, 
there are two distinctions relative to adult literacy
students that the writer would like to make. These They are easily discouraged if evidence of
distinctions have to do (A) with characteristics progress is not regularly recognized,
which distinguish the adult as a learner from a child
as a learner and (B) characteristics which distinguish 8. They are skeptical of the system and those
learnersUCateC* ^ °m ^etter edlIcated adldts as who appear to represent the system.

. . . . . . .  9. They are doubtful of their ability to learn.
A. Some characteristics which distinguish the

adult as a learner from a child as a learner:- 10. They are uncertain of the relationship of
1. The adult learner is likely to be more rigid their education pursuits to their vocational,

in his thinking than a child. 8 social and community adjustment.

2. Adults usually require a longer time to . The ideas focused on here are by no means all
perform learning tasks. inclusive, but they are projected for consideration by

, . . . . practitioners in Adult Literacy Education and hope-
learaingUobTec!weT.Patient ̂  PUfSUit ° f [Uliy. they wil1 serve t0 Senerate additional thoughts

by those of you who are involved in adult literacy
4. Adults are more reluctant to adopt new ways Vacation that will promote a better understanding

of doing things. - of the adult literacy education target population and

5. Adults have more compelling responsibilities Practical approach to delivering
competing with education for their time , ■1 0na services to dtose adults who need and

uesire an improved education.
6. Adults have more experience in living which

—Adult Leadership
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groups, and other follow­
up activities;

(ii) by establishing Commu­
nity Libraries, aimed at 
the provision of an 
inexhaustible source of 
information for the 
communities where

i , ,  r  reading-mindedness hasADULT EDUCATION already developed;
^  A x (m) by conducting commu­

nity leadership training,

m aimed at the preparation
of cadres as driving 
forces for community

INDONESIA* ' (iv) r S 2 i „ g educa-
tional services for 
women, especially in the 
domain of family life 
education, aimed at the 
fostering of appropriate

Soenarjono Danoewidjajo attitudes for the pursuit
Director o f Community Education, Indonesia family; aPPy ' C In 1 e

(v) by setting up youth work­
ing clubs to be used as 
channel for various 
activities of village youth, 
at the preparation of 
pioneers and workers 
for rural community 
development.

Adult Education as an integrated Pantja Marga These five ways of educational
approach approach constitute an integrated

Li,cracy ™rk for a.... .
ion and Culture. Experiences obtained by Com- 0 n e . of the Pr‘mary steps

Community Education Inspec- rnunity Education workers have taken since the Proclamation ol
torates have been set up in each demonstrated the so-called Pantja Independence was the settingup
of the 26 provinces while in every Marga (“Five Ways”) to be the o{literacy courses for adults,
kabupaten (sub-province) and kind ot educational system which ^ ie **teracy campaign through-
municipality—a total of 280— ensures the successful realization 0llt the ,country> carried out by
sub-inspectorates have been rura* community development Community Education workers,
established. There are some wnh- „ • ^  ' gamed the magnificent results
3,500 ketjamatans (districts) in svstem ti , Pa" :tJa MarSa that m 1964 illiteracy was wiped
the whole country, in most of l i  ,educatlonal part of out among the sector of the
Which a Commauity1 EduMion « » • *  populatio,,. boll, rae„ and
Supervisor has been posted The carnea out. women, between the ages of 13
task of the supervisor is, to orga- (0 bY providing fundamental and .45 years (except for a 
nise and supervise adult educa- education in order to whifh is
bon activities at a village level activate the village didactical reasons not susceptible

community through the t0 -hteracy teaching) to the
s-d i  “ 7 „ running of literaev -nut minimum standard of reading

ASPBAESS m im r aPe’
read,nE and discussion The persons who passed the
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3-to-6 month literacy courses literacy campaign. This learners for self-enhghteii-
during 15 years numbered about post-literacy programme ment and community
37 millions. This was made includes inter alia: development;
possible by the voluntary assist- (a) creation and maintenance 00  Socio-economic Adult
ance of literacy teachers who of a “ literate atmosphere” Courses; these are courses

■ conducted 2,275,067 courses in the village community, f°r adults above the age

dUri; 8e,hLPe " ” d' campaign had ®  >* S
la^  a strong foundation and (c) production and distribu- Senable thfL m m unhy
communities Y °f Son of suitable reading S S d m t o d S T S S S

f , materials for the new 0f modern economic
progress r their Septa " “ *»*’ organisation, and to gain
andSmoraI development (d' development of a village practical training in voca-and moral development, library system. tional subjects and prac-

(b) to further improve their tice of co-operative work;
X n a f ' S s  To as to ing-miTdedness of toe n » t  (Hi) Courses in Home-making
enhance their standard "et™  »dlll'S Community Edu- a”d ^ ™ ly ^f'V.ome’iinf livincr cation workers, in co-operation are courses io wumc

-kj . ■ , , , with village officials, make efforts a8e^ 16 years and above
Notwithstanding the results to encourage village communities, who have passed the

gained during the campaign during or after finishing this ' literacy courses, with the
literacy work has, however still litera°y campaign: objective to give them
to be continued, due to relapse - J y practical training in home-
into illiteracy for lack of reading —to post name-boards for making and household
materials in sufficient quantities. every street and every public management, child care
Furthermore, as the compulsory in their neighbourhood; etc
education programme could not - t o  hang name-boards for Th , , , s
as yet be fully implemented each house indicating the ,• 6 tef ctier!’ lor Ul̂  c°
throughout the country, there is name of the head of house- •mentl0ned are drawn from the
still a problem arising from the holds; more, edi cated sectu,onu of tl,he
recurrent arrival of new genera- —to maintain a bulletin board people in the aiea who have t ie
tions of illiterates vounesters of to maintain a bulletin-board willingness and enthusiasm touuiis oi illiterates, youngsters OI in every neighbourhood on oive adenuate time for teaching13 year-and-over who have never which are to he announced give adequate time ioi teaemng
attended sc h o o l  and ihe earlv which are to be announced the c]asses regularly. In most
dropouts. ’ y eVCr>;day n6WS aboutlocal cases, members of trade unions,

eventS- youth and women’s organisations
Post-literaev activities T ,, „ give their voluntary services as

• Follow-up courses for the aftercare teachers in their spare time.
In the very first year of the of new literates , ,  , , r

literacy campaign it was recogniz- The courses conducted  a t Voluntry workers for corn­
ed that literacy was not an end 1 ne c°urses, conducted at munity education are often
in itself, and the achievements of n a8e level by Community difficult to recruit, and, as the
literaev work would have no real ^ ducatlon workers and intended educational level of those volun-
significance for the people if the lheracTclasses™^rovidc^" ° f teers varies widely’ and n0t CVC[y
work was not followed by further n..,:nT? of- ?’ pr-°'ldefa combi- one wfi0 js available may be
systematic and orderly care and ndvanccd jUrT™”!118- forr mo1re suited to the task as teacher in
guidance for the new literates. ‘ m , - .  mg, training lor the follow-up courses, much care is

Thcrcfoic. as soon as a eeriain S ' t p Z ' n i l t e  lh“
area had been declared free from for putting into practice the » ,• t . , ,
illiteracy, a programme of post- knowledge the learners ' t  !  Reading materials for new
literacy services was undertaken gained in their studies. literates

The follow un ' • The Production of reading
- prevent new literates from mainly: courses are materials for the newly literate

becoming illiterate again. , adults is a rather elaborate
make them apply their introductory Community operation, involving a certain
reading and writing skill in development Courses; number of qualified and experi-
daily file. “ a .e are courses for enced specialists, as:
consolidate the achieve- 1  l , ?  youngsters -content specialists in such
nu>nts (psychologically i:tppiJ ave Passed the subjects as agriculture,
S l y ,  ind S ( , c ° t o eS- r th,T e ealtlebrcediug, fisheries,
gained as a result of the furthe self -  J  r T  C?ttage industries> famiIylurtner self-reading of the planning, and nutrition;
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—research workers who have People’s Libraries shall be located in the
to indentify community in order to revive and develop chief towns of the pro­
problems and collect words the desire of th.  people (i) t0 vinces, sub-provinces and
constituting the local read and educate themselves by , . u f  e
vocabulary of prospective self.effort and (2) to broaden ^  book collections of
readers, to be utilised for and raise the level of their know- the People s Libraries
text-writing; ledge, understanding and skills, s^a , acquired by

—writers able to understand through regular use of reading purchase, by gifts or
the didactical requirements material, People’s Libraries have publications of the
in textwriting for new been set up throughout the department ot
literates with their relatively country. Community Education
low IpvpI of rp̂ Hinp" . cind by other mecins.
... . ° The principles governing the (d) j j ie Communities using

—illustrators who can make conduct of those People’s Lib- the libraries shall ultima-
ideas clear by pictures in ranes are contained in the tely be enabled to meet
case written words may fail ordinance of the Minister of tbe expenses of the
t0 d° S°1 Education, Instruction and Cul- library.

—printers with experience in lure dated March, 5, 1953. Some jb e  Department of
artistic typography suited of these principles are: Community Education
to educative purposes. (a) AH People’s Libraries shall supervise periodi-

The Department of Commu- which arc meant for the cally the working of the
nity Education has to integrate use of the general public People’s Libraries,
the services of these professionals shall be administered by During 5 consecutive years
in organizing and arranging the Department of Com- (1966-1970) the numbers of
social surveys, workshops for the rnunity Education. People’s Libraries at A, B and C-
production of manuscripts, and (b) The People’s Libraries level are as follows:
printing of the books or booklets ________________________________________
needed. These reading materials
are then to be distributed to the 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970
local offices of Community
Education, who in their turn have ~
to distribute them to libraries in PeopIe,s Library A
their working area. „ „ „TT , . Libraries 868 1,498 1,156 1,350 1,026
n , UP "ow WOITshops at Books 164,702 247,702 221,648 207,126 161,263
Bekasi (West Java) Palembang Readers 130,448 177,765 146,783 112,746 156,180
and Makasar about 120 manus­
cripts have been produced a Pc0ple’s Library B
certain part of which have . . .  . . .
already been printed; the book- Libraries 142 232 213 190 254
lets thus produced form a wel- Books 2„2,334 279,394 .88,1 D -40,139 212,533
come supply to the village Readers 114,773 2D,644 87,625 65,594 126,778
libraries, which have to be
replenished at times. People’s Library C

From 1966 up to 1970 the Libraries 24 16 18 16 21
numbers of Intermediate Village Books 48,730 94,966 100,602 92,780 118,303
Libraries, books and readers are Readers 39,857 32,326 30,092 22,628 44,911
as given below: .

Libraries Books Readers ^he management of libraries
—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- located in district towns are

entrusted to one or more
1966 — 6,788 791,976 219,831 volunteer; they may be a

school teacher, a leader of a
1967 —• 6,748 300,089 254,470 youth or women’s organisation, a

village official, or another educat-
1968 — 10,266 791,976 219,831 ed member of the community

who has received some training
1969 — 7,866 626,557 297,578 and guidance in simple librarian-

___ ship. Such a library keeper is
1970 — 8,599 287,497 240,980 responsible for the inventory of

__ . books, magazines and equipment,
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and has to keep records of Teachers for these courses are The number of Vocational
borrowings, under supervision of drawn from local officers of Training Courses are as follows:
the Community Education office. government departments, s c h o o l ______________ ______________

For the conduct of libraries in teachers and local leaders who 
. a provincial or sub-provincial are considered competent, quali- 1968 154 (with 2,241

town Community Education lied or sufficiently experienced in learners)
Officers, specially trained for that the subject concerned. Their job
purpose, are being employed as teacher being a temporary 1969 121 (with 2,993
under direct supervision of the one, they are paid a monthly learners)
provincial and sub-provincial honorarium from the regular
inspectors. budget of the Ministry " of 1970 270 (with 5,451
Community leadership training Education and Culture. learners)

Courses for community leader- ______________________ _____
ship are conducted by Comrnu- Vocational Education
nity Education workers, with the . In the conduct of these cour-
main objective of improving the Community Education wor- ses, technical assistance is sought 
quality of leadership of the com- k®rs are endeavouring to make from officials of government
munity. These courses are tbe mas?es’ especially in villages, agencies involved in community
intended to fulfil the need for those productive-minded, and bring the development activities. The Corn- 
adults and youngsters who are knowledge of new skills to these munity Education workers can
called upon to take part in lead- members of the community who through his co-ordinating func-
ing roles in the activities of their cannot attend regular technical tion encourage those technical
community, and being unable to or vocational schools. officers to work together to
continue their studies after leav- achieve agreed objectives in the
ing school and desire to obtain the .r this purpose, short-term field 0f community education,
necessary knowledge and skill vocational courses, in the nature namely to provide out-of-school
lor a good performance of such oi further education for the com- education in vocational subjects
a task. munity, are conducted under to viuage people

The curriculum of the train- supervision of community offi- 
ing course includes: ethics and cersj. w,tb the objectives of up-
morals (mostly in terms of reli- grading the vocational efficiency family Life Education
gious teaching), civics and civic op out-of-school youth and Family Life Education is
administration, the national lan- adults, and exending the scope being provided within as well as
guage, history of the nation, 0 vocational skills in the com- outside the formal school system,
economic geography, community munity. The out-of-school programme, as
education (including family life The vocational courses are carried out b>'the Department of
education) practices, health and intended mainly for villagers Community Education, includes:
tirsl aid, cooperatives and organi- who- b
sational techniques. The last ' . a) training of family life edu-
three subjects are optional. a) having passed a primary cation cadres, conducted

Besides, the students are to school, find no suitable at ]ocai Community Edu-
!vai n pi act ice of one ot the work in the community or cation training centres or
following occupations: agricul- elsewhere, and are eager to in incidental courses (there
ture, animal husbandry, home learn a new vocation for are over 60 training cen-
management tailoring, earpen- their living; tres d aU oyer the
tary and buck-making b) have alread taken country);

The numbers of Community vocation, and desire to b) setting-up of mother-craftLeadership lraming Courses, im nrove cimu • 7  '  selling up oi moiner ciau
their teachers and students are occupation n W ? SU-Ch centrefS’ Wlt ! thf 10
uiven below: c S  • der t0 in_ Jmpart vocatlonal skllls 1,1—----- --------------- — ------------ ------------ — case their income. the nature of womanly

1966 1967 1968 J969~~~~i970 handicrafts;
Level" A: Courses 357 ~63i 861 TTs«-------- 77T c) runnin§ of home-making

Teachers 1.334 1,923 4,446 7 778 4 n l\ ^courses;
Students 8,191 24,876 21,602 37 611 ot i ™ ci) running of courses in

Level B: Courses 27 56 50 ’ 17  ̂ infant care.
Teachers 178 160 285 193 394
Students 1,987 1,258 2,514 838 7 S49 During three consecutive

Level C: Courses 3 5 3 t ’ 2 years the numbers of Family
leathers . I<) 29 11 . Education Courses are as given
Students 125 175 75 ^  95 below:

— —— -— ' '— ----- ----------------  (Continued on page 19)
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BEFORE I outline the adult incharge of youth work and
education activities of the education, Y.M.C.A., Y.M.B.A.,
non-governmental voluntary Y.M.M.A., and such other

organizations in Ceylon I must religion oriented and religion based 
make one point clear. All what youth organisations too carry
we call our cultural heritage now out specific projects in this field,
is a result of an education system Political parties, trade unions,
which did not ignore adult and workers associations also
education in order to develop have their own programmes of
primary education. The present adult education oriented to their
system which develops formal special objectives.
o?°ad,ihUS w f n n  ^  f £ enSr Out of the womens associa-
irend that wr inherit r f  recent tions engaged in adult education,

wr ,  S i l l  J  t h w  froraour Lanka Mahila Samitya, (Ceyloni r  l  „ colonial masters. We are now a • e 1 .

Voluntary * 5 3 ^ “  J r  ? Z
Organisations 

and
1 1  1 , “ r  r v  *0 S S ^  PArt fe°wfAdult S S • ! . z

Education S ^ I S ai,v i
cultural and p h U o s o S *  m o l  t\7 ln d  i t s U k f  ye!' limited

m  Huted1 T l l l T  H 1 PS Ci°ntn'  mainl>' to the urban areas.|H  buted a great deal even to our
high literacy rate then and now. . *n **ie ° ‘ a(Jult educa-

* This same philosophical founda- tlon> .there are a few business
i  PvltfBiim tion may also motivate our edu- organizations that offer courses
v v j I U I l  cators themselves to keep the to youths and adults by charging

torch of learning burning while *ees> and they may be considered
enabling others to benefit from as a separate category because
the light of that burning torch. others mentioned earlier do not

charge fees as a rule. This
iuG* Hewage... Out of the numerous volun- implies that the workers engaged

tary organisations now handling by these voluntary organizations
this service, the Buddhist tern- are not paid for their services,
pies, Hindu Temples, Christian while others are paid full lime
Churches and other religious workers. Some of these institu-
organizations, still do a great dons offer correspondence
deal in their own traditional way. courses too. There are also
The Buddhist educational insti- individuals, who conduct tutories
unions called Pirivenas, spread an<f academies for out-of-school
all over the country, still continue youths and adults (both men and
to engage themselves in various women) offering courses in voea-
froms of adult education services. donal subjects, technical skills.
They now cater more to the Some of them offer language
secular educational needs rather courses and courses for univer-

,_ than to the cultural and spiritual. sfty degrees and public examina-
---------- All Ceylon Buddhist Congress tions.

' t S S S S g S & S r ” * ! * *  LACJP, is the premier Another group of organ,za-
t; ** L.G. Hewage is Professor of Btlddhlst organization in the tions that deal with adult
^ 'c a t i o n  and the Dean of Faculty country also has certain pro- education is the politically

Z  (Vidyodaya Campus), Univcr- grammes implemented through oriented and politically based
of Ceylon, Colombo. its standing Committees associations, trade unions and
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workers associations. All politi- munity development projects with rural development programme,
cal parties have their adult much emphasis on adult educa- From the initial stage of the
education services and the trade tion. One hundred village deve- socio-economic service to the
unions have their study circles. lopment programme, launched as follow-up work, our programmes
Workers unions conduct adult a part of the Gandhi Centenary are integrated and are multi­
education classes mainly in voca- Celebrations programme of disciplinary, taking not one
tional subjects. Cooperative Ceylon, has now developed to group but the whole village as
department is a part of the three hundred village develop- our target population. The move-
government as it is in Ceylon. ment programme. The modus ment which started in 1958 as a
Therefore, the educational work operendus followed by the work camp movement for school
undertaken by that department Sarvodaya movement in Ceylon boys, has gradually developed to
may not be considered here. is quite different from many be a national movement and
However, there are at least co- others of the same type, because appears to be now growing an
operative societies that conduct it is an education programme for international movement, because
their own adult education pro- the educators and the educands some Scandinavian countries and
jects to promote the cooperative both. The lectures, discussions Philippines are now trying to
movement in its true democratic and informal talks of the leaders adapt it to their local conditions,
voluntary spirit. with the rural folk leads to the Now jej me tell you some-

Lankci Sarvodaya Sramadana communication of new knowledge thing about the adult education
Sanga naya which I represent, is anc  ̂ attitudes to the villagers. activities of the Universities in
an organization mainly based on Those who participate in the Ceylon. There were four Uni-
the Sarvodaya movement in community development project versities in our country till Feb.
India. It has now evolved a'so benefit in their process of i5; 1972 and a new University
as an adaptation of the personality development. In that ^ ct (University of Ceylon Act
former to meet the socio- sense our work camps are teach- No. 1 of 1972) has incorporated
economic needs of Ceylon and ing-cum - learning-cum - working all these into one single univer-
falling in line with our cultural projects. sjty for the who1e island. The
heritage. It now trains village Adult literacy, functional . four universities and the college 
leaders and organizes work camps literacy, and community devclop-
for youths. It undertakes com- ment are all integrated in our (C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  2 0 )

jjjp** txcsexxcsm  zcaaisesta . m a w § * M * ^ v * t 4 * «

| BOARDS? 11 G° T D,FFICULTY in REPAINTING YOUR CHALK BLACK jj

•V ‘MEGIT INK-PAINT is now ready to solve your difficulty as it: fj

fe a) Dries 100 times earlier than any other paint. I
b) Process of using is very simple. £
c) I t 's very economical at the same time it is very durable. 3

'e P I 14 gJVeS Cle3r imPression of ,he Chalk.

Bffick r w  are Plain’ GraPh’ Copy-line, Dotted Roll-up |
H i l l l  ? N S T R U M ^  DuSler’ Chalk S,icks’ GEOMETRICAL SINS I RUMEN! BOXES and GEOMETRICAL MODELS. |

8 |
: .......................................................................................................................................  a#

For catalogue, please write to:- S

, f  M/s. MICH SLATE FACTORY PRIVATE l t d .  I
P.B. No. 24. g

■ BARAMATI. (Poona) P

JO



rate. And this figure is growing every year, as the 
population explodes.

With a great hope of eradicating illiteracy, the 
countries which attained independence from colonial­
ism started adult literacy campaigns as they were 
aware of the fact that there is an undeniably strong 
relationship between poverty and illiteracy. It has 
been proved that rapidly developing economies have 

17T  T l\T /^ ,rT'TiPtkT\T A T Peen ac^ eveĉ  not so rnuch because of the availabi-
r  U lM *U 1  l U l N A L  llty of caPital> manpower, and natural resources but

because of technical progress and the individual 
I  T T IT 'IR ' A < P V  capabilities of that manpower, in which education
JL/1 1  I  was one of the most important factors. The success

^  n, , . of the Industrial Revolution in Britain, for example,
litiadriali was due to that C0lmtry having, at that time, a

population which was 70 per cent literate. Literacy 
can release productivity and a productive capacity 
which cannot be so released from illiterate adults.

But inspite of all the enthusiasm the developing 
countries had in starting their literacy campaigns, in 
most countries the campaign ended in failure. This 
vvas because the literacy course was run on tradi­
tional lines, using traditional methods, merely

A DULT Education is a popular subject throughout S e v in L  the 3 R’t with°,Ui  any
A  the world. In nutshell, adult education means ^ evance tothe hves of the learners. It could not 

continued education, out-of-school education, motivation P f  ,dut  par^clPants
life-long education. Millions of adults throughout them mLh bpLfi? " I  l  f  f raCy,  fought 
the world are involved in learning activities, in adult :nt~ much benefit in their daily life and they lost 
education, for various purposes. ’ interest in learning. Even when the literacy course

was given free of cost, the adults did not feel that it
In developing countries, where illiteracy is the J I L T ’S  investment of time and energy,

main bottleneck that hinders learning and progress ?  adully the Phrf ses used in the literacy campaigns
the literacy programme is one of the T L  ST ,u  The "lter?St, of thc adults
facets of adult education. In this age of science and number of drop-outs was
technology and tremendous communication facilities, llon ‘ ‘ ere was no adequate motiva-
the world is becoming smaller and smaller in the 
human concept. In this situation, progress in all
fields must be equal in all parts of the world. As f  ™ter Inking stock of the situation, UNESCO 
long as hindering inequalities exist, establishing felt that there must_ be a change of method, techni- 
W’orld peace and happiness will remain an illusion cIue. and strategy in the literacy movement. It was 
and an impossibility. To achieve equal development realised that there can be no reasonable hope of 
in social, cultural and economic spheres, everyone fnaking adults literate until they see that it is in their 
should have the opportunity of receiving proper Interest and that they need the medium of literacy to 
education. The right to education is one of the improve their socio-economic condition, and that 
rights of man. Therefore, adult education is not literacy will help them to raise their standard of 
only for the sake of developing countries but also hving. 
for the sake of developed countries. The powerful
medium for gaining the education needed in this In 1965, UNESCO organised a world conference 
modern world is literacy. on literacy in Teheran, Iran, in which the Education

Ministers of member states took part. The con- 
In the present condition of the modern world, ference reviewed the progress of the literacy move- 

cultural and economic progress and spiritual and ment in various parts of the world and drew up a 
material development must go together. But we programme that: 
cannot think of this when 800 million people, two-
hfths of the population of the world, are still Elite- “Adult literacy, an essential element m 0VeraJ, 

...... development must be closely linked with econo-

£ / S/lri. N- Bhculriah is Unesco Adviser on Adult f u t u r e v . ' e r ' ' ' n e e d s !  AU" ’ jH'ot!i’i CSsh!>u 1 d' 
Education to /he Government o f Kenya. therefore, fend toward, itralfy’.
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Rather than an end in itself literacy should be To help in the provision of reading materials, 
regarded as a way of preparing man for a social, it is necessary to conduct literacy workshop to I1 ain
civic and economic role that goes far beyond writers to produce materials. The production oi
the limits of rudimentary literacy training reading materials for new literates is an art and a
consisting merely in the teaching or reading and science. The materials must be simple yet not child-
writing...... 99 ish, written in style which appeals to adults, inter-

esting, attractive and with subject matter which
The concent of functional literacy is that the adult *s useful in their profession, their daily life, and the conc.pt °ijunctional literacy is tnat tne aamt eniovment and information. In preparing such

must acquire an ability to read and write which is ior enjoyment duu , f  (i,-
truly functional. Being able merely to write one’s materials, it is nec Y . • , nroducino 
name and read a few words and sentences is by no efforts of the various ag L. k t - 11 .
means functional literaev A nerson can he reading materials of an informational or mstruc- mcans tunaional literacy. A person can De . , , such as the department of agriculture,
considered functionally literate only if he has acquired nonai nature, such as ^  TI f
and can use the ability to read and write in his every- health, c o m m u n i t y  deve opi ,  ■ .  • ^ •

day life and can derive benefit from it. ments can send their own w ‘ &
literacy workshops organized foi that puipose.

The concept of functional literacy means that the To make proper use of the materials prepared for 
literacy programme must be linked with technical, continued education for literates, the facilities of mass 
agricultural, industrial, health, and home-making mediaj Iike the library service, information centres, 
training, so that all dimensions of life—economic, reading and djSCussion groups, and radio and tele- 
scientific, health, vocational, social, etc. are deve- vision proerammes, etc. should be utilised to the 
loped in them. These elements are not isolated from ful]est extent 
one another but are developed and co-ordinated.
Seen in this light, reading and arithmetic are no To summarize, functional literacy aims at 
longer an aim or an end m themselves but a means educating adultSj through the medium of literacy, 
and a medium in the dynamics of training for a concerning the technical changes which should be 
bettei and fuller life, fo r this purpose, the func- made jn every sphere of production, consumption and 
tional literacy programme is based on a selective daily living, and giving the adults a background of 
visis rather than being drawn up haphazardly, and scientific, technical, economic and social under- 
1 is intensive rather than extensive. standing for carrying out these operations while,

at the same time, imparting to them the ability to 
Really, it is a big task. But it is interesting read, write and calculate, which is sufficient to be 

work. The approach to fulfil the task must be on truly useful, 
the basis of reality. The development programmes 
with which literacy is to be integrated have to be
selected according to priority. Then the materials "
for instruction and for training have to be prepared,
integrating literacy in such a way that the materials C 1 t e  u |
are simple, suitable, useful, attractive and interest- a C e R I l l i a  a U l ’ .A C C K lltU ltl
ing. Then training must be given to the instructors
! ^ w inL ihev mfetn°d j° bj U!£d in instrucLtlori>the Hindi Translation of the famous booktechniques to be followed and the approach to be ,TT . . „  T „
applied. 6How Adults Learn by Dr. J.R. Kidd

‘...... the first basic and comprehensive
Evaluation has to he done at various stages to textbook in the field of adult learning 

assess the extent to which the programme promotes j  ■ ■> .< .
economic and social development and the educa- m 4  Programming available in Hindi
tional progress of the adult learners. According to Language’. Seeds o f Promise— A Four
she findings of the evaluation adjustments will be Ye ar  Report o f University Adult Education 
made, it necessary, in one or all the processes of the . .
programme. tn Rajasthan.

Price Ms 1 SOIn functional literacy programmes, due import­
ance must be given to follow-up programmes and r  , ,
readiii" materials for new literates, for without this, L a n  be i a d  J r o m  '•

SfMSfSiSI E<l»eation Association,
thev will relapse into illiteracy, making all their J7-B, indraprastha M arg,
efforts and the efTorts and expense of the government New Delhi-1,
a waste. — _____ ______ ______ _____ _______________
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CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION IN INDIA
N.K. Pant1

TN March 1961, the Ministry of pondence Courses and Continu- are available in a fairly large
Education, Government of ing Education. In 1969 the measure in India. The success
India, appointed an Expert School introduced B. Sc. (Pass) of correspondence courses in the

C ommittee under the Chairman- Course, and in 1970 B. Com. University of Delhi has led to the
ship ot Dr. D. S. Kothari, Chair- (Pass) Course was added. establishment of correspondence
man. University Grants Com-  ̂ courses in Rajasthan University in
mission, India, “ to work out the Widening access to education Rajasthan, Panjabi University in
pattern and relevant details of A jd e„se • th Patiala, Mysore University in
the Scheme of Correspondence , A *apl, increase m the num Mysore State Meerut UniversityCourses fnrenared as an item ber of schools during the last wiysore otaie, ivieerui umversuyCb t Prep area as an item d , • TnH- u„c6nilt nrp„t in U.P., Madurai University in
under the Third Five Year decade in India has put great Xamil Nadu Punjab University
Plan! ”2 pressure on Indian universities • j. £,unj. , university

The nirertm-ate f r  and colleges to accept a larger « Chandigarh, Punjab. A number
The Dnectorate of Correspon- enrolment everv vear To a of other universities in India are

July 61967T  dfeS TeTSt-bliS v d "r certain extent the expansion in also P^paring to start correspon-
D eL  tn enr l °n opportunities for highe .education fence courses because exPer,ence

and CsocUl ̂ sciences*' Thelma hi of openinf  new col]eees is, how- A feature of the scheme which
objectives of the correspondence ?ver’ * slow, one, and calls for seems to have made it so popular
instruction were defined as lai^ e financial and other resour- in India is the fact that corres-
follows-— ces- :n times °f raPICl expansion, pondence instruction extends edu-

, . ,  a* ■ i , paucity of suitable teachers is cational opportunities to all
. to provide an efficient and another obstacle. For the rapid persons regardless of age, income

less expensive education expansion of educational facilities and employment status,
at a higher level in the we have to look for an alternative
context of the national method other than the conven- , . corresPondence courses,
development of India; tional institutional approach. The financial resources can be used

2. to provide higher educa- schem? of correspondence instruc- m?5e effectively without compro-
tional facilities to all tion was designed to serve as a niising with the standards of
qualified and willing per- suitable alternative path to wider education. The School of Cor-
sons who were unable to opportunities in higher education. r PsP?n.“?nc.e ^ 0l^ s~s’ University
join regular university It has been observed that while 0 P e .1; }s a. sell-financing edu-
courses due to personal an increase of students in a cation institution. Students who
and economic reasons or college may in certain circum- 1 ie motivation to work hard
because of their inability stances bring down the quality ~op 0ll<: in tbe brst pew months
to get admission to a of teaching, the efficiency in edu- 0 tae c°urse> and do not have to
regular college; and cation increases with the growth carry the course to the end as

3. to provide opportunities 111 the number of students in tappens in regular schools,
of academic pursuits to correspondence courses. Another important kind ot eco-
educated citizens wishing nomy that results front corres-
to improve their standard Some lessons of experience pondence study is the avoidance
of knowledge and learn- mu • 01 Ioss of earnings by those
ine throu ffi S n t i S a  There arer certain essential students who are employed
educatioil whi le° hi'' em nT Prerequisites for the success of during the period of study,
fovment P correspondence courses. First, Illustrative is the case of a house-

T, d . t ^  there should be an adequate wife with four children who ioin-
nnnUA ^ rectoia|e op Corres- number of people who are keen ed the correspondence course for
renarnlT f  ^  and,  “ ?.t,'vated- Second is the B.A. and passed with high dis-enamed the School of Corres- availability of highly qualified tinction. She informed us that

-------- --- teachers to prepare instructional she was studying in her spare
1. The author is Head oftheEco- materials and to provide proper time when her husband went to

homics Department, School of Corres- instructional service to the office and their children to school
pondence Courses and Continuing Edu- students. The third is a dependable She was studying even while
& r s o c “ cf * •“ * service' „ Th'  < * * * •  But for the flexibly
Education Association. of the correspondence courses of of the scheme she could never
_ 2. India Expert Committee on the University of Delhi has have become a graduate w ith
'correspondence Courses, Report. shown that all these prerequisites high honours. This advantage
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has important socio-economic possible to have a regular pro- enrolments in first year B.A.,
implications. It makes for the gramme. B. Com and B.Sc. in the School
recovery of talent which other- of Correspondence Courses,
wise would be wasted. Achievements and Results University of Delhi, for each year

An obvious disadvantage of The f°llowing tables shoWS SinCC 1962‘
correspondence instruction is the __________________________________________________________
loss of ‘campus life’ and ‘personal
contact’. It also lacks group Year No. o f Students enrolled Total
motivation and is a ‘hard’ _______________________________________ _________________
method which makes certain
heavy demands on the students. B.A. B.Sc. B.Com.

In order to minimize this dis- ^ 2 1 111 1 111
advantage, the Expert Committee 1 321 _ — 1 321
on Correspondence Courses
recommended that there should be 1954 , 77Q _  _  1 799
personal contact between teacher '
and student as an integral part of i0fic 77^7 77^7
the instruction. It further recom­
mended that where the teachers 1966 2 301 _  _  2 301
ol the Institute of Correspondence
Courses are not themselves able 1967' 3 091 _ _ 3 091
to run such ‘contact’ classes, it i
should be possible to make alter- jggg g q, o _ _ „
native arrangements with a b
university or local educational 19™ 0 7no 7<;n 0
institutions, near the residence of 1969 8 700 250 ~  8 950
the students concerned. The iq7a 4nr,
School of Correspondence 1970 3 400 226 1 700 5 326
Courses organises such contact _ _ _ _ — ---- --—=—„—  — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____
classes through its Personal Con­
tact Programme (PCP) in Delhi, The number of students ad- pass percentage of all students of
Madras, Trivandrum, Jaipur and mitted increased steadily from the University of Delhi. Over 12
Chandigarh every year. The 1962 to 1967. In 1968 and 1969 per cent of the successful corres-
students are encouraged to ex- there was a sharp rise, but in pondence students obtained first
press their ideas freely and pose 1970 there was an equally sharp or second division every year. Of
their difficulties frankly to their decline, in spite of the fact that all the students securing second
teachers, t he PCP also includes new courses had been introduced. division in B.A. examination,
regular classroom lectures and fhe reason was that in 1970, the nearly 60 per cent are from the
discussions, besides, correspon- University of Delhi decided to correspondence courses. Thus,
dence students have an opportu- restrict admission to the corres- while quantitatively the perform-
mt\ to meet their lellovv students pondence courses by prescribing ance of students of correspon-
and thus to benefit .rom group a certain level of achievement in dence courses is poorer, it is

a qualifying test. much better qualitatively. A
The use of radio and tele- A substantial number of sample study of examination

vision as aids to lessons and secondary school leavers who results conducted by the Planning
textbooks has. been found very otherwise would have sought Unit of the University of Delhi
beneficial in reducing th e‘hard- admission to the colleges elected revealed that students in the age
ness" of the correspondence the .correspondence courses path group 21-30 showed better
courses. The Expert Committee to higher education. The main performance in B.A. examination,
on Correspondence Courses supply of students to the Uni- while those below 20 or above 30
recommended “ the use of radio versity of Delhi comes from fared poorly,
and television to assist the bridg- students who pass the higher Th„ ,
ing of the gap between teacher secondary examination of the can d id a l i?° * ° f WOIPen

- r r s; ; j a ^ r , u »  s m s l  of “ y

m v t r x a s s s
India Radio, it has now become This is somewhat lower than the (Continued on page 16)
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ground not only for personal survey which was conducted in
enrichment but also in its emp- 1966 among Institute of Further
loyment for systematic profes- Education students. Most (60%)
sional advancement. However, gave the most important object
particularly in this direction of the Institute of Further Edu-
recently lie the wishes of the cation as professional further
participants. The necessary “ life- training, then “ the systematic
long learning” is beginning to study of individual subjects” ,
filter through to the people, further, information on scientific

a j  |  above all, the younger ones. and research results. Everything
Adults In particular this realization else= art, philosophy and enthno-

was forced on those Institutes of loSy appeared under “available 
,  - Further Education with the long- in addition”.
I l l  t h e  Ta tTf m 0 n A °l P ™  adult Professional further training,

nfUCnart?rfnJTit« 6 nu.Ij}!,er hitherto the sole sector of adult
' ^ L r£ a f CiPantS’ i ^'3 v mi ,1° n education for which the Federal

r i a ^ r n n m  people, for example, took part in Government possessed responsi-
l i a s s r o o m  heir programmes in 1969, of bilit is likeI Pt0 come mo £  and

them, however, 4.3 million merely more t0 the forefront in the 
in their isolated events and 2.0 coming years. Two Federal Laws 
million in courses. passed in 1969 (Training Promo-

The Institutes of Education tion Act and Professional Train- 
(about one half communal insti- ing Act) allow a considerable
tutions and the other half borne financial sponsoring of courses
by associations and foundations), for the brushing-up and extension 
who used to be proud of being of professional skills or for pro-
able to offer “everybody, every- fessional re-training, for which

A DULT education in the Fede ?hing’’’ are’Jbecause of the grow- the Federal Labour Institute is 
&  ral Republic of Germany has demand’ ™nverting . morer responsible Federal Government

something important in com- and more j °  the arranging of Professional Promotion Program-
mon with ore-school courses and partly awarding mes have been available since
however, p to d o x ° il f  S  “ r,;<icates f»r tbem >«.° f  J 959- Tb'  »■■"!)«• of participants
sound- it is in contract tra professional use to the partici- has, so far, not been overwhelm-
school system of all stages not a PantS' Coupes of fordgn Iangu'  ing ( ' 969: circa 60-000) but may
state institution Those resnonsf a£eS ?re *!y far the. P ost P°Pular> rise thanks to the new acts,
ble arp mpiniu Q r®sPonsi" shorthand, typewriting and simi- A ,
Private institutions lar courses are being asked for An nistitute belonging to the
tion • • d riu addl'  more and more. Sport and artis- f ederal Government is the Pro-
ceive S r f S S f /  t*®?' tic amateur creation, assistance Jf*s,° nal .Pron?otlo» Service of
b r S  late, f lbSi(l^  for the filling of leisure time, are, th.e Bundeswehr, by means of
as thev w k f  PC W° rk jt is true’ stiI1 Part of the popuW *'hlf  the adoPtloa of a civilian 

y repertoire of the Institute of profession is made possible for
The contribution of the Fede- Further Education. Many of soldiers with long service.

tinnStai eiS’ under whose jurisdic- these institutes are, in the mean- Further professional training
on adult education mainly falls, time working in cooperation with is, naturally, of vital interest to
ave risen sharply in recent years. institutions of the alternative the private economy. Most large

15 m,ir m° U7 V!. j  991 1 °,,DM educational system (evening concerns operate systematic fur-
1970 rf™ J, 6 P.M 31 million, secondary modern schools, even- ther training of their employees,
est m m  , ,miI1'°,n, (Budget mg grammar schools). Their But the Chambers of Commerce
Will <• Jn 11118 held there are course certificates are, however, and Craft and the unions also
onl v a ve meiisures, however, in not yet officially recognized dip- offer a variety of training courses.
3 7i ° u J  Federal States. lomas. Two-thirds of their acti- They maintain their own board-
Pren/.- ' , ,  e(aI States are vities are financed by subsidies ing schools. Hundreds and thou-

Pai mg adult education laws. from the Federal State budgets sands of employees annually take
Encouraging though the wide and one-third from their own advantage of these opportunities,

nety of courses offered and the receipts. The course fees are low The numbers are likely to rise
D rsonal initiative of the many for the individual student: about still more when the “ EducaiionaI
^ o p  e responsible may be, DM 10 for 10 evenings. Leave of Absence”, demanded by
Pom- lnal*on lias hitherto,been very Just how marked the trend is the unions for years, is generally 
adi,n and, °PPortunities within towards rationalization of adult introduced.

education thin on the education was revealed in a Long-distance instruction-
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with circa 20,000 members—pro- the individual subjects could be Delhi had
fessional training and further taken over by various responsible In 1968 the share of
training, the subsequent attain- bodies, anchoring in law a paid risen to 62 per cent while
ment of school leaving certifi- educational holiday and finally other States had droppie .
cates but also serving general introducing an Educational Pass number of students b
education and artistic" training, as a untform means of identity yeans of age has been nsmgs m
has been hitherto almost exclu- for the qualifications gained by 1962 they accounted tor I
sively in the hands of commercial further education. The rnultipli- cent and to 37 per cent in ,
concerns. It is likely to gain in city of incentives and opportuni- while those in age group 21-
importance. The Federal States ties in adult education are to years decreased from 81 per c
are in the process of creating a remain intact but cooperations and in 1962 to 61 per cent in iyoo, 
central institute for long-distance coordination of all those involv- the fall was sharpest in the case
instruction which will control the ed is to be increased and also the of those above 36 years of age.
practices of the concerns and means for this hitherto least from 12 per cent in 1962 to less
the quality of the courses. clear-cut area of the educational than 2 per cent in 1968. In spite

„ . . . .  , svstem * of the reduction in the proportion
Radio and television have of students in the age group 21-

also realized the needs of the -------------------------------------------  the absoiute number in
moment and offer more fre- J :c ctit1 nearlv twice asquently series of programmes CORRESPONDENCE his group is stlinearJy twice as
which enable adul.s the subse- EDUCATION IN INDIA Urgeac lh«  ^
quent attainment of school leav- (Continued from page 14) 20 vears of age were either
ing certificates (e.g. secondary employed or seeking employment
modern school leaving certificate studying in colleges have been and were not in a position to join
via Television College) oi the seeking migration to correspon- remilar dav colleges.
attainment of professionally use- dence courses, in recent years, "
fid certificates e.g data proces- jn order t0 continue their studies. The experience with corres-
d^cloTe^cxio Deration w r i t h e  In the ear,y years the majority pondence courses of the Univer-
Ministries ofP Education in this of students enrolled in the corres- sity of Delhi over the last eight

H . c . „ - pondence courses were from years indicates that instruction
co \ c . outside Delhi. In 1962, 30 per through correspondence has in-

fhe political parties and the cent were from p)e]bj; 22.5 per deed served to extend education- 
churches are, last but not least, cent from u.P., 9.45 from Punjab al opportunities in a significant
likewise very considerably engag- (which jncluded Punjab and way.
cd in adult education, the one
in a politically educational and --------—
the other with a religious bent.
In addition to the local educa­
tional organisations of the most 
varying kinds, the 30 Catholic 
and Protestant academies should
be specially mentioned whose Recently Published
courses and meetings for senior
staff are by no means confession- JY] £UHI£|1
ally bound, but rather communi­
cate considerable spiritual f o r
impulses to the discussion of
burning questions of our time. A d l l l t  L i t e r a c y  T c a C - I ld 'S

The Federal Government’s J
ideas published in the “Federal l,y jq R. Gu ,a
Government Report on Educa- 1
tional P o licy '’ which appeared in ” s* 10-00, Abroad 8 2.75
1970, are aimed at extending (Rs. 5.00 for IAEA members)
adult education to a “ Main area
of the educational system” clos- Available from
ing the regional educational gaps ^
between hnvn cud country, asso- Indian \dult Education Association,
cutting the institutes of higher 17-B, l'ndraprastha Marg,
education more with adult edu- New Delhi-1
cation, creating a “ unit building 
system” from differently combin­
ed final examinations, whereby
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Gandliian Concept of Adult Education
Dr. T.A. Koshy

fpO  me Gandhiji was the greatest modern educa- advocated spinning, an activity which anyone could 
A tor which this country has produced. At the undertake. But spinning also had an educative 

time he came into prominence as the leader of value for him and therefore, also a place not only in 
the Indian National Congress which spearheaded the education of the child, as is widely known, but 
the freedom movement, adult education was a sector also in the education of the adult. It taught the 
of education which was almost unknown. It was adult the need for self-sufficiency, 
regarded more as a social welfare service rather than
educational programme. It was Gandhiji who I would also like to raise the question of motiva- 
realized that unless we educate the masses we could tion in adult education here. This is one of the 
not forge and sustain effectively a mass political perennial problems in adult education. It is claimed 
movement. The adult education that he wanted —and there is a great deal of truth in this—that 
was not merely political education, but also econo- adult education in this country has failed to deliver 
nnc and social education. It aimed at the the goods because adult educators failed to motivate 
improvement of the economic condition of the the masses for adult education. I have not come 
masses as well as their social uplift by the removal across any reference by Gandhiji to this problem, 
of the existing social inabilities. But Gandhiji knew his masses and could motivate

them. 1 remember a small anecdote relating to 
The concept of adult education was radically Gandhiji which may be relevant here. Gandhiji 

different from adult education as conceived by had arrived at Allahabad and there had collected at 
Workers in the field at that time. It was also an the railway station a large crowd, “ Have you come 
all-inclusive concept. It began with an awareness to hear me”? ‘Yes’, shouted the crowd back. “ Do 
of the existing social reality and ended with the you think you will learn something from me?”, 
establishment, through non-violence, of a world Gandhiji. ‘Yes’, came the reply. “ Then you must 
order based on equality, justice and peace. be completely quiet. Then only you can hear me”

said Gandhiji. The toise subsided somewhat but 
This broad concept of adult education advanced there could be heard some whispering here and 

oy Gandhiji is now accepted widely. Today adult there. “ How can you expect one to talk to you 
education is recognized as an investment in changing when you are talking among yourselves?” demanded 
human attitudes and improving human potential Gandhiji. There was another spell of whisper and 
and productivity. No greater proof of the relevance then complete silence. After this Gandhiji held 

Gandhiji’s ideas on adult education is needed the willing crowd for more than an hour. If adult 
than this common acceptance of his ideas. education forget the details of this incident and take

a cue from the principle underlying it, the problem 
Gandhiji did not have any use for ideas which of motivation in adult education will be solved for 

Were not practical. That was the reason why he ever.

Association’s Latest Publications
Manual for Adult Literacy Teachers
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National Council of Adult Education of 
New Zealand

p Report for 1970-71

H| The National Council of Adult Education of
i  | )  l .*9i ( 0 y jfg B B B ^ ^ B B j New Zealand is cooperating with the N.Z. Broad-

B  casting Corporation for supporting material and 
services for valuable television series since 1967.

In the year 1970-71, the second series Issue for 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL Parents was nationally screened. In the making of

wiPTPAPtf r w p Aptiwpimt Air T i c m  this series the National Councils services were
WELFARE DEPARTMENT OF TISCO integrated with planning of the broadcasts from the

rPH E Community Development and Social Welfare Start‘
Depattment of the Tata Iron and Steel Co. The council also collaborated in another series 
Ltd., has completed twelve years of its useful enlitled children Thinking. 

existence in Jamshedpur. *
. , T r The library and documentation centre of the
Adult Literacy Classes for Women council prepares a checklist of volumes added to the

The Department has a comprehensive programme library. This enables the readers at a distance to 
of literacy education for women. The adult literacy make use of the books, 
classes for women are organised at various places
in each area—in houses voluntarily offered by the The WEA-Trade Union Postal Educatioa Service 
residents, at the sub-centres and at the main centres, which was started in 1968 was transferred to the 
To ensure personal attention, not more than 20 care 0f the N.Z. Workers’ Educational Association,
students are taken in a class. They are given instruc- one 0f the Council’s original partner in it along with
tion two hours a day for six days in a week for three the Federation of Labour, 
months. Besides the three R’s emphasis is also laid
on the civic and health education. The Council continued to publish the periodical

_ „ , , , . Continuing Education in New Zealand.
roilow-up classes are also conducted once in a 

month to stabilise the reading and writing knowledge 
of the participants.

During 1970-71, 143 adult literacy classes for
women were organised. The average daily attendance -  —— —-
is these classes was 1590. 1769 women were awarded 
the certificates after the completion of the training.

Sewing and Knitting Classes
The sewing and knitting classes are also organis- •, . , . „ . . , . .  tri.

ed for women. This training helps women not only Pr??lde* a ™atchinS p in t  to local resident s conto
to cut down their expenditure on clothing but also button for financing the libraries,
to supplement their family income. The clothes they m
make are often displayed in exhibitions and Mohila A I lanmng
Vikas Melas for sale. The Department is also devoting its attention ih

educating and motivating persons to take family 
Tn 1970-71, 34 sewing and knitting classes were planning methods. Every year, at least two vasec'

organised. The average daily attendance was 844. tomy camps are organised under the programme-
491 certificates were awarded after the completion During 1970-71, three camps were organised &
of the course. September, February and March when 313 persobj

were vasectomised. In all, 682 persons all motivate^ 
Libraries and Reading Rooms by the Department were vasectomised during the

The Department also spreads knowledge through year-
libraries and reading rooms. They are centres of
self-education, Starting on a small scale with dailies Community and Social Welfare Centres 
and periodicals, most of she libraries now have a The Department has 12 Community and S o P 1 
good collection of books iu many languages to cater Welfare Centres in various S s  o f  Jam shedp^ 
to the growing needs of the people. The company Four centres were added in the current yea"
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ADULT EDUCATION IN INDONESIA training courses run by Commu-
(Continued from page 8) nity Education Officers usually

__________________________________________________ _______  serve as a foundation course, and
—— — - ' " training courses with a more

1968 1969 1970 technical programme conducted
by other departments and minis- 
tries often draw their students

Family Life Cadre Courses: from th?se h,av“ g followed the
Courses 25 426 534 community leadership courses
Teachers 66 5,643 2,526 mentioned. As a matter of fact,
Students 732 22,939 24,205 in the existing educational back-

wardness of the rural areas the
Mothpr Craft Cpntrps* number of men and women cap-

Centres ' 4,701 2,212 1,154 able of being directly trained in
T pnHprs m  6 611 vocational and technical subjects
Participants 73,908 96’,626 100^21 are few, and therefore, the train­

ing for leadership in specialised
Mothpr rm ff rmirsps- technical fields has to be based

Courses ' 60 153 171 on an appropriate foundation,
Teachers 175 444 516 namely in terms of a broad funda-
Students 1,607 4,570 6,145 mental education programme.

Seen in this light, pre-voca-
Infant Care Courses: tional education falls within the

Courses 168 4 147 task of the Community Educa-
Teachers 267 15 266 tion Department. The workers
Students 7,231 174 6,018 of this department have to try to

__  make farmers and fishermen
recognise the necessity of giving 
up their traditional and unproduc-

t,, „ , jv, . tive working methods, and make
atbTS e , are female. ,officerj  individual, community them unde5rstand that farming
a tachec! to provincial and and the country s welfare; and fishery must be developed
sub-provincia Community Edu- (b) arousing the awareness a, modJern and scientific ,fnes 
cation inspectorates who are in about possibilities of if their output is t0 be increased,

f f the, lmP'ementatlon of improved working and the ]iving conditions of the
am,ly life education programmes methods and innovations people concerned are to be

m close co-operation with in rural development for improved
"'omen’s organisations. Those the betterment of their ’ .
officers are responsible for seeing living conditions; a "e Community Education
that the appropriate curriculum (c) giving basic knowledge programme may also include the
ls maintained in the conduct of and imparting basic skills introductory stage of vocational
"'omen’s courses. in agricultural, animal education, in which adult learners

Local w om en’s clnhs mostlv husbandry, fishery etc. ar? giyen elucidation of theDr k °cal women s clubs mostly practices- principles of the vocation, and
Proved to be very instrumental in practices, practical tra in in g  in the hnsiecarrying out those nromammes (d) traimnS community practical training in tne basic
esiw  ii °Ul inOSJ Proe'dmmes, leaders so as to nrennre vocational skill for the respectiveSpecially as regards the recruit- leaders so as to prepare nfm1tru
"tent of women teachers and the them for further training 5.u°J“ ts (as poultry raising, and
enrollment of learners ’for the in those special fields as fish-farming in ponds or irrigated
coilrses agriculture, live-stock, rice-fields). In the conduct of

co-operatives etc. these trainiug courses co-ordina-
Efl,,„ .. ’ tion and technical assistance is^ c a tm n  a prerequisite f°r rurai For these purposes, most of sought from officiais of the

evelopment the courses conducted by technical agencies concerned.

4  s ub-Cprovi nclal ’and E  d U X
Kes has part in educational d s u S t l i a )  nartof'the rM  l>r Community Education° rK among villagers in that it constitute a suosiantiai part ot the .. -Y ..

0,ieerns itself with efTorts in- content of literacy primers and s,1arL. tl1c 11 makin8
1 ul n- textbooks for the use in such people aware of the advantages of

(a) making them understand courSes. participation in the co-operative
the significance of rural ’ movements. For this purpose,
development for The community leadership basic concepts on co-operatives,
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and practical knowledge of subject, to be used in of action and may sometimes
cooperative management are functional literacy classes, throw community undertakings
included in the curriculum of at village level out of gear. But
Community Education courses. (d) issuing reading-books for their combined impact may be

new literates containing very significant to individual,
The Directorate of Commu- motivational topics for community and national

nity Education, aiming at the family planning, development needs,
development of positive mental
attitudes which will effect the (e) developing prototypes of In view of this, at the very
behaviour of the individual and audio-visual learning aids outset interagency co-operation
the community favourable to the film-strips, puppet-play, and co-ordination in the field of
improvement of social conditions etc.) for population and non-formal education was already
(including health), is seeking ways family planning educa- felt as a need in educational
to make also health and nutri- tion purposes. circles, and at that time efforts
tion education a constituent part have been made to come to an
of its training programmes. Role of Community Education organisational structure which

will make such co-ordination
Basic knowledge of the health I{ may b? seen that the role possible,

and nutrition practices is includ- ob Community Education, as part 
ed in the curricula ofpost-lite- of the whole educational system, 
racy and leadership training 1S not t0 duplicate, or to substi-
courses, and local sanitation tute dself to the various kinds of
programmes form topics for extension work, 
neighbourhood discussion groups.
Village libraries are provided with Yet, its function is mainly: “ “ “  “  " "
books and booklets dealing with
personal and community health, ^  t0 mduce people to adopt
protection against diseases, nutri- new attitudes ar|d values,
tion, child care, first aid, mental , ,
health, etc. Flannel boards for (b) to eSulP them with the
the purpose of teaching subject required knowledge and
matters as nutrition, have been basic skills, so as to pre- VOLUNTARY
sent to the areas for further pare them \° be more ORGANISATIONS...
dissemination. receptive and responsive

to, and to benefit fully (Continuedfrom page 10)
A staff member of the Depart- *rom. t*}e information

ment of Community Education provided by the extension
is now a member of the Applied ^°i tM (agriculture, 0f Technology have been given
Nutrition Programme Committee, lealth). the status of campuses of this
an interagency body which is _ new single university. All these
engaged in devising programmes Community Education four universities had some form
lor the improvement of nutrition workers may also help to co- of community education service
standards in the areas. ordinate and integrate educational developing their own methods

programmes directed to adult and techniques. Most of them 
In the field of F amily people, and undertaken by different were community development

Planning the Directorate of agencies in the same communities. activities. Two of them had adult
Community Education has taken lewed in this light, Community education programmes to the
the following initial steps: Education as a pre-extension rural areas while one had a

^ 7 ; n ™ eV,erfield> *s t0 be workers education programme.(a) acquainting staff regarded not only as a produc- s
members of the concepts tlve investment but also as a A pilot project of community
on population and family necessary pre-condition to education-cun/communitv dove-
planning .duoMioB, comnumily d e v e lo p s ,. I p p S  “ f  S ?  I  ail

<b) $ s £ ? v  r „ , S 3  j k l t  educa. t s j s n ^ r  s
lilciai'y cow,c drd n» S l T f f *  .sponsored by UNESCO. The aim of I he pro-
avith family life planning? Tng health ! n w  “  " * k  ’  Sy!" " ’aoricitliiirp ' tlal welfare> suitable for universities to parti-

(c) preparing a teacher's ment ".pate in country education. The
manual for programmed maybe, these effori f c ' projecf ha  ̂ emphasised the
lessons in the same ally! tend to tL c sJ . t?’ f y of adult education in all

3 TaKe scattered forms institutions of higher learning.
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List of English Publications of the Association
Inland Foreign
Price Price
Rs. P (U.S. Dollars)

1. Liquidation of Illiteracy 2.00 1.00
2. Community Centres 2.50
3. Training of Social Education Workers „ 3.50 1.7o
4. Literature for Neo-literates 3.50 1.75
5. Recreational and Cultural Activities in Social Education 3.50 1.75
6. Libraries in Social Education 3.50 1.75
7. Social Education in Rural Reconstruction 1-00 0-50
8 . Workers’Education 2.50 1.00
9. Social Education in Urban Areas 1-50 0-75

10. Organisation and Administration of Social Education 1 *50 0.75
11. Community Organisation in Social Education 2 .0 0  1.00
12 . Social Education and Democratic Decentralization 3.00 1 -50
13. Social Education and the Youth 2.50 1.00
14. Adult Education and Economic Development 2.50 1.00
15. Development Work Among Rural Women 1-00 0.50
16. Methods and Techniques of Workers’ Education 3.00 1.50
17. International Conference on Adult Education 3.00 1.50
18. Trade Unions and Workers' Education 1.00 0.50
19 Place of Recreation in Social "Education—S.C. Dutta 1.50 0.75
20. Human Values in Adult Education 1.00 0.50
21. Social Education in 2nd Five Year Plan 0.75 0.50
22. Adult Education in Community Development L50 0.75
23. Social Education in Changing Society 1.25 0.60
24. Social Education in Delhi—S.C. Dutta & Helen Kempfer 6.00 2.25
25. Reading Material for Neo-Literates in India—Mushtaq Ahmed 2.50 1.00
26. History oi Adult Education in India During British Period—Sohan Singh 3.50 1.75
27. The Highways and Byways of Adult Education in Russia—Sohan Singh 1.50 0.75
28. Social Education—Ten years in Retrospect—S.C. Dutta 0.50 0.25
29. Development Work Among Rural Women—A Guide Book—

Dr. (Mrs) Krishnabai Nimbkar 1.25 0.60
30. Adult Education in Rural Areas—Abstract 0.35 0 .1 0
31. Community Action—Abstract 0.35 0 .10
32. Training in Adult Education—Abstract 0.35 0 .10
33 . Community Organisation in Adult Education 1.00  0.50
34. On to Eternity Vol. I—S.C. Dutta 5.00 2.00
35. On to Eternity Vol. II—S.C. Dutta 2.50 1.00
36. Group Discussion—M.C. Nanavatty 3.75  L75
3 7 . Celluloid in Indian Society—H.S. Bhola 2 .00  1.00
38. The Alphabet for Progress—Mushtaq Ahmed 0.60 0.25
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:$<t»h tHrogramame 1 Education Committee on April 21, 1972. Among others, Sarvshri Gordluindt:
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SPEEDY ERADICATION OF ILLITERACY
STRESSED

INAUGURATING a two-day Education Secretaries Conference in New Delhi on May 4, 1972, the Union 
Minister for Education, Shri Nurul Hasan stressed the need for speedy eradication of illiteracy from the 
country.

Spelling out his proposals, the Minister wanted study. It would strive to cover the entire comrnu- 
the education authorities to realise that India even nity and vocational as well as general education 
now had more than 30 crore illiterates representing using all teaching resources available in the 
about half the population of illiterates in the entire community and intimately relating its educational 
world. The rate of progress of literacy is slow— programmes to those of economic growth in 
about one per cent a year and one can make particular and national development in general, 
about 10 lakhs adults literate every year. xhe Minjsler said that part time education for 

exts mg rate of growth, it would be children in the 11-14 age group unable lo attend on 
possible to achieve free and compulsory primary a whole time basis due to economic factors, would 

education by 1981, a task which should have been have t0 be devised. similarly the local scheme 
completed by 1960 according to the Directive Could be made the centre for imparting “part time 

inciples of the Constitution (Article 45). informal education” to the 14-25 age group and
Explaining how stupendous was the task of people above 25 years of age.

hvP?o«Sii01\  ° f, onUC£f 0n inr the “ untry, he said that Shri Hasan emphasised that the involvement of
a^0U  ̂20 crores of youths and adults would th and the induction of teachers th.ough

m C fUnCtl0naIly llterate and glVen unorthodox channels would necessitate a total 
fc ra education. reorientation of training institutions and programmes

He said that present position was that of every to meet the new situation.
lOOchiklren of the school going age only 80 joined The Conference studied the problem in various 
Cass The drop-off by the time they were 11 was states to evolve a common V atcgv for fiahting
Were A 6 ° n Y rema'ned H1 Sch0° ls When they illiteracy from the lowest level upwards.

Shri Hasan asked the Education Secretaries to The Conference accepted in principle ihe proposal 
consider the possibility of introducing model to establish one community model school in each 
community school in each development block and development block.
one model comprehensive higher secondary school in Among the various programmes of youth vchare, 
e;teh district to become demonstration centre and the Nehru Yuvak Kendras will be established at the 
Set the pattern for the remaining schools. rate of one youth centre and two block centres in

He said that the proposed community school each district.
v̂ould provide for multiple entries at several points The Conference accepted the Union Government’s 
nd also part time education as well as private proposal to establish a National Volunteer Service.



BT P W  j W P W M B H  A d u lt W om en  S a m e la n  in  A h m e d a b a d

organised a samelan of such women at Gomtipur on 
April 21, 1972. The Samelan was inaugurated by the 

rr, „ . 7 i r a n  j Gujarat Minister for Education and Social Welfare,
I  w o S e m in a r s  O rg a n ise d  b y  I .A .E .A „ Shri Gordhandas Chokhawala.

The Indian Adult Education Association organis- The Minister said that the probiem of iIlileracy 
ed two short seminars at its headquarters m New should be solved with the combined' efforts of the 
Delhi during April this year. Government and of the voluntary agencies.

n ? 'nw  A °V ‘AdtUlt Education and He a iated the work carried out by the
Democracy, Dr. W.A. Hampton, Senior Lecturer AhmpHahnd ritv  Sncinl Education Cnmmitre/ fr>rof Extra-mural Studies, University of Sheffield, Ahmedabad City Social Education Committee for
England, delivered the key-note Address. Dr. of llllteracy and the educatlon of
Hampton outlined the various definitions of demo-

a„ opportunity to .practice what th?y in adult S

theer? f - tcarried out at the University of Sheffield (Some ™ d b e  effectively in this
excerpts from his key-note address have been pub- y'
lished on page 5). Shri J.C. Mathur, Vice-President tu e :ai c j ,• no; ,. . _
of the Indian Adult Education Association, presided - rV  °Kasa nmnnsed 0 11C (-'ommitlce’
over the Seminar. S B-C" Kasa’ PI0P°sed a vote of thanks.

In another seminar organised on April 23 on J j j  nrosrammes8 adult Women Presented some 
“ Time Bound Programme for the Liquidation of Illi- Cu tura P10grammes. 
teracy in India,” the key-note address was delivered
by Shri S.N. Mitra, ICS (Retd.). Shri M.V. Mathur, __ _____________________________________ __ „
Director, Asian Institute of Educational Planning 
and Administration, New Delhi, presided.

c__■ . .. - ., * ,. . The Central Government can bring a Model Bill
The Seminar studied the following issues:- with the help of all those interested in adult
, n - i n  ,, education. But the legislation will not be enough and

necessary for the complex eradiation 'offfike ffindTfoil}11>ave t0 be made. in securing d^ el.opi^  ratv> u mue funds for this purpose and it was suggested that each
production programme should have a built-ih

(2) What should be the period of the Programme pr0vision for adult education.
whether to be completed by 1980, 1990 2000 or q„v T, ,i
other? ’ y B was also suggested that model legislation should

provide for the setting up of Stale Boards of Adult
(3) Whether a special legislation is necessary for ducatl0n-

enabling the Central Government to deal with the -ru , A „
general problem of Adult Education4 * * * * 9 , , ^ey‘note address of Shri Mitra has bed1

published on page 7.
(4) What would be the most suitable method for an ^ i , r . ntlachieving 1 unctional Literacy? , delegates from Delhi, West Bengal, Rajastha'

and Punjab attended the Seminar.
It was agreed that legislation for adult education . , T «, , , r ,

should be enacted by various State Governments a ■ J L - Sachdeva of the Indian Adult E d u ca te
ctus. Association, proposed a vote of thanks.
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IN the developing countries of Asia, there is art 
“explosion of expectations”. Most of the coun­
tries—former colonial countries desire today 

rapidly to improve their standard of living. They 
want to bring about rapid change in the economic 
life. This desire for change, is very clearly esta­
blished. What is not very clearly established, is the 
direction of the change and the ability of the people 
to control this change. In our willingness to bring 
about changes and adjust ourselves to "the rapid and 
profound changes brought about the rapid advance 
to science and technology, are we acting as a robot 
unable to control the avalanche or are we able to 
withstand the inroads that these scientific and 

A l l  t -, technological advancements are trying to make into
A  H u  I t  h i H l l P T l t i n n  our most valued and cherished social institutions
T X t l U l i  l ^ U U C c l l l U I l  and ethical values? These are some of the questions

which arise in our minds and on positive answer to

c H i d .  them Iies the case for adult educat‘on'
In any case this question of control of these 

1 • iO • changes needs to be gone into in detail. For, I
U e V e l O D l l l O f  ( i O l i n t r i P f i i  believe, that if the people want to control and give

o  U U 1 1 U 1 C 9  direction to these changes, and it is a legitimate
aspiration, then they must know the how and why 

{•.-! °fh? They must have thorough understanding of
m  the developments of science and technology. And

to be able to know and understand these, we must 
» e have Adult Education. Large-scale and rapid

-fY .S lc l changes brought about by the rapid advancement
of science and technology has made it imperative 
that a massive programme of education of the people 
should be undertaken.

The desire for social and economic development 
if not properly channelised, can take us to the 
totalitarian chimera and in the bargain will take 
away our freedom which most of us got after a hard 
struggle only recently. Therefore, the need for 
training to imbibe democratic values and citizenship, 
makes a strong case for Adult Education.

S. C. Dutta
II

The second point, which I wish to make is that 
human progress lies in significantly better inter­
relationship between man and his environment. The 
resources of people—-natural, human and capital 
will have to be developed in a balanced way. It 
would be wrong to say that natural resources are 
more important than human or capital. It may 
still be wrong to say that capital is more important 
than human or natural resources. To my mind, 
human resources are as important as natural 
resources, if not more, and the quality of human 
material can make all the difference between the 
luaven on earth and the haven where you seek 

T/ ,, . ... Fefu§e when your ship is leaking. This question of
B u i 16 af  l0AA n S air™an’ Af ian£ outh Pacific improvement of human material takes us to adult
C l  /  °f  A dult a/ T I T  Cmd /  aT  fducation- And it seems to me that for the deve-g c'ftary, Indian Adult Education Association. New lopment of human resources, adult education is the

L onty way out. It may not be the panacea for all
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the ills of the  ̂world, but I do feel that for our which makes a change from previous practices, 
immediate need for social and economic develop- should be the primary task of adult education, 
ment in the developing countries, adult education is
the only way out. Role of innovation in the development process

has a special significance for adult education. In
In recent years, the economists have begun to countries like India, innovation will play significant 

develop an awareness of the importance of adult role in development and adult education should be 
education in the process of economic growth. They explicitly designed to promote this. This need for 
increasingly recognise the key role that adult educa- innovation in the development process has a positive 
tion can play in the development of human implication for adult education. It suggests that 
resources, so very necessary for economic growth, one of the central goals of adult education should 
it is also being realised that human capital takes be a rapid expansion in the capacities of people at 
longer time to grow which means that there is need all levels for problem-solving and for taking a 
for more careful planning of human investment than rationally inventive approach to the issues confront- 
of physical assets. Moreover human capital does ing them. Old models cannot serve our purpose, 
waste and requires replenishment. Obsolete human We have to take into account the diversity of the 
capital cannot simply be scrapped when it is no situations and targets—the needs and requirements 
longer productive. It has to be retrained and this of different adult groups in their respective human, 
requires special educational attention. social and economic context, with a view to finding

the new skills, new knowledge and new attitudes
Introduction of new methods of productivity and required to solve the needs of the present day 

improvement in the quality of the labour force are society. And having found these, organise adult 
just as important as the quantity of capital available, education programmes to fulfil these needs.
These changes can’t be made if larger numbers of
adults are uneducated. The potential economic Lastly I wish to say that social changes are corn- 
contribution of a laige section of the population is ing, they are bound to lead to economic changes 
lost inasmuch as uneducated workers are unable to and it is the job of the adult educators to give 
reach their production potential without skills, direction to these changes. Adult education must 
knowledge and adaptability. Efforts to develop rise to the occasion and perform the task which 
economically and socially will be delayed if a large history has allotted to it, by changing their methods 
proportion of the workers are not trained to enter of work and attitudes of mind and discover new 
modern productive employment. Without improve- paths to serve the needs of the present day adult 
ment in the quality of the human factor adoption groups, 
of new and complex techniques is impossible.

Keynote of education is not only the transmission ■ —
of a body of knowledge but also the inculcation of 
a spirit of enquiry, a capacity for analysis of new o  n i
problems and a willingness to set out into the i ^ e e k l l l i a  a u r  S e e k l i a i i a
unknown.

In agriculture, the problem is not today to train H indi Translation of the famous book
the cultivator in the use of what is now considered ‘How Adults Learn5 by Or„ J„R. Kidd
the ntst practice, blit rather to instill in him & npw 6 n i 5 « 1 n •
attitude towards continual change and a camcity to ........thc fiFSt baS1C and Comprehensive
shift his methods from year to year in response to textbook in the field of adult learning

and programming available in Hindi
Similarly in industries, special measures are need- Language5. Seeds o f Promise— A Four 

cd to raise the educational level of the existing labour Year Report o f University Adult Education
force, to enable it to equip itself to adjust to the n • , ,
advances in technology. t n  R a ja s th a n .

m Price Ms. 7.50

Another question which we must consider is Can he had from : 
whether adult education should merely be
programme-oriented or should be ideology-oriented. Indian Adult Education Association,
To ill) mind in the developing countries of Asia 17-B, Indranrastha THU™
adult education must he both ideology-oriented as Now Ft ??• t  ^  aFg5
well as programme-oriented. To prepare a Wew Ik llu -1 .
mental climate lor acceptance of a programme,
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ADULT EDUCATION AND DEMOCRACY*
by

Dr. William Hampton
University o f Sheffield, England

Democracy tion of elites to believe their ascendancy to be both
Many academic discussions have been conducted beneficial and inevitable, 

on the meaning of democracy. The Greek philoso-
pher Aristotle long ago defined the concept as The second approach to public investment m 
intellectually, a belief that because men government may be termed participatory democracy, 
are equal in some things they should, During the nineteen-sixties, in Britain and elsewhere, 
therefore, be equal in all things; consti- the elitist vievv of democracy as outlined by Schum- 
tutionally, the rule of the majority; and sociologi- Peter, Dahl and others, began to be challenged 
cally, as the rule of the poor. Aristotle, of course, T.he disciplined decades of the nineteen-thirties and 
did not favour democracy on these terms and some f'nfteen-forties when organisation seemed necessary 
political theorists of the present day are also critical to defeat the, twin enemies of political fascism and 
of the imprecise nature of the concept. Professor econo™c stagnation with its accompanying mass 
Bernard Crick in his book ‘In Defence of Politics’ unemployment, gave way first to the ‘end of 
is particularly concerned to restore the concept of Geology apathy of the nmeteen-fifties when mate- 
politics as a description of the system of government rial affluence 'va* hailed as the solution to all social 
accepted in such countries as Britain or India. problems; and then later to the revival of interest in

citizen participation and even in some forms of
I do not wish to enter a philosophical debate, antirchisni. The books of G.D.H. Cole and R.H. 

but I do wish to distinguish between two approaches Tawney> b?th P10neei;s of.adult education in Britain 
to the ideal of involving the people in their own self- are a8ain hemg read with respect. The general 
government, and then go on to indicate the role of Pu?hf  are demanding more opportunities to contn- 
adult education in the development of this process. |3Ute110 P°hcy-making, particulaily at the level of

local government. Pressure groups of all kinds have
The classical approach is known as representative §rown in significance; a more open system of 

democracy. Under such a system the public elect democracy is being demanded, 
some of their number to rule on their behalf. There 
is always a further controversy between those who Adult Education
believe the representatives should keep close to the Let me now turn t0 adult education in this 
view of those who elect them and those who believe, context. In Britain adult education has three func- 
ollowing Burke, the great British parliamentarian of tions. The first of these is to provide recreational 
he eighteenth century, that a representative owes his courses. Adults go to evening classes to gain and 

constituents his judgment as well as his vote. This practice the skills and crafts which are lost, and 
alter view was elevated by Joseph Schumpeter, in mjssed by some people, in a highly industrialised 
us well-known book Capitalism, Socialism and society; woodwork, dressmaking, and car mainten- 
emociacy (1942) into an accepted conventional ance are regular favourites with many adults, 

wisdom. In his opinion of representation, the public Others wish to learn a foreign language to facilitate 
are restricted to voting periodically to elect a govern- their travels abroad. And a small number wish to 
uent, once the government takes office then direct make a more academic use of their leisure and 

uitervention by the general public in policy making pursue extension courses in literature or history, 
ecomes at best inefficient, and at worst undemo- Except for these last mentioned the bulk of the 
ratic. Schumpeter believed his analysis of demo- courses of a recreational character are provided by 

cracy to be an accurate reflection of reality m the inrni pnvprnmpnt 
Modern industrial state, but he went further to ' ^
argue that it was also the way in which democracy The second function of adult education is to 

ght to work. Democracy, he wrote, is the provide post-experience education and training. This 
ule of the politician His views had a remarkable function is of growing importance. Managers and 

influence; accounted for, no doubt, by the predilec- professional people cannot be trained for a lifetime
when techniques change so quickly; there is a need 
for refresher courses, in-service training, and 

*Excerpts from the Key-note address delivered by Dr. conversion courses. There are also several newer 
Urnpton at a Seminar on “ Adult Education for Democracy” professions, such as social work, which recruit from 

^'ganised by the Indian Adult Education Association in New adults with previous experience in other occupations. 
*Adhi on April 16,1972. Many University extra-mural departments in Britain

5



devote resources to courses of the type described in The logical extension of adult education as a
this paragraph. There are those, of whom I am not service to participants in local democracy is the
one, who believe that only this type of work is of a growing interest in Britain in adult education as a
standard which justifies university involvement in stimulus to involvement. Some local government
adult education. Though I believe such high level authorities, and some Workers’ Educational Associa-
work to be an important sphere of adult education, tion branches are appointing “development officers,”
I still maintain that universities should have an unattached to any fixed programme. Their job is
interest in the broader function, the third function of to go among the people and create an environment
adult education, education for democracy. within which an adult education programme may

prosper. They work by thoroughly immersing them- 
• As long as 1921, Professor R.H. Tawney wrote selves in the life of local community, and may not 
in The Acquisitive Society: teach any formal classes at all.

“It is foolish above all to cripple education...... rwi..ci™ .
for the sake of industry; for one of the uses of
industry is to provide the wealth which may make The general conclusions I would draw from my
possible better education.” experience are well-known and should cause no

surprise. People become interested in adult educa- 
The education of adults in the processes of citizen- tion, as in other matters, when they are directly
ship has, therefore, a long history in British adult affected, or when they are given an early opportunity
education. The lectures and tutorial classes to use their knowledge. They will be more easily
provided by University Extension and the Workers interested if these opportunities occur in a context
Educational Association (a voluntary body supported local enough to make sense to the ordinary citizen,
by government funds) have always been- conducted Adult Education for democracy, therefore, will not
with an understanding of the social implications of often be successful if it deals with the legal and
work. An attempt, not always successful, has been constitutional framework of central government,
made to carry higher education to all classes in We may have more success if we deal with matters
society. One ot the most successful ways of doing such as trade unionism or local government which
this has been found to be an approach at the work- are closer to the people. But again, successful adult
shop through the Trade Unions. In many industries education will not be possible unless the democratic
active trade unionists can attend courses on indus- institutions are ready to welcome the newly interested
trial relations, and in some cases economics and poli- participants. The attitude of existing public repre-
tics as well during working hours. Such courses may sentatives is crucial; but perhaps I should finish at
extend for twelve lull working days or more, with this point, and end with another quotation from
one exceptional programme—with which I am con- R.H. Tawney:
cerned—containing 120 full days of tuition. Such
courses are educating people for representative “ The purpose of an adult education worthy of 
democracy; enabling them to use their vote, or the name is not merely to impart reliable infor-
lndustnal institutions, with discrimination; the newer mation important though that is. It is still more
developments 1 wish to turn to now are concerned to foster the intellectual vitality to master and
with participatory democracy. use it, so that knowledge becomes, not a burden

, , „ . to be borne or a possession to be prized, but a
n, ‘ J hl demand for more opportunities to stimulus to constructive thought and an inspira- 
participate in public aftairs has come a demand for tion to action ” 
adult education to provide courses to enable the
participants to participate on the basis of better '— ------  — .................... ......
information and, therefore, to participate more Recently Published
effectively. I have provided courses for local people ( —
who wished to contest local elections, or who were M a n u a l
concerned with pressure groups which had frequent
contact with the local council. Courses are in pre- f o r
paration for school governors (local citizens appoint- A i n  t o
ed with rather ill-defined powers to bring local views A l l  l i l t  L i t e r a C V  T e a c l l f» r< s
to bear on local schools). These courses will discuss * * »
both the structure of the educational system and the by N.R. Gupta
various educational policies which might be pursued. Rs. 10.00, Abroad § 2.75
Other courses have been concerned with housing (Rs. 5.00 for IAEA members!
policy, planning procedures and policy, and the Available from 
rights of the citizen to receive various welfare bene- ----- fooiejrom
liiv in every case the intention of (he courses has Indian Adult Education Association
been to enable the student to play a more active part I7 -B , Indraprastha M a ra  5
in social and political aflturs. New Delhi-1 ‘
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Time Bound Programme for the 
Liquidation of Illiteracy in  India"

by
S. N. Mitra, ICS (Retd.)

M AHATM A Gandhi held that “ Illiteracy is being 29.35 in 1971. In this year literacy among 
i-TA India s sin and shame and should be wiped males was 39.49 and females 18.47. In 1961 literacy 

out- in urban areas was 41 and in rural areas 19.
Efforts in this direction began in 1937 with the In the age group 15-44 the number of illiterates 

advent ot Congress Ministries in the provinces. The was 131 millions in 1961. The number increased to 
Movement, however, died down in 1942 after 150 millions in 1968-69. Though literacy increased 
Congress left the Ministries. due to expansion of facilities under Primary and

After Independence, Adult Education again came Secondary Education, the total number of illiterates 
to the fore. A Central Advisory Board was set up. increased due to rapid rise (2.5 per cent) of popula- 
In the meeting held in January 1948, it was held that t‘on- Illiteracy was highest among women in the 
the organisation of Adult Education had become rural area- Roughly, 2 out of 3 men and 6 
imperative and that all Provincial Governments out 7 women were illiterate. Literacy will 
should provide funds for the purpose. cross 50% mark after 1976, but the number

In 1949 Adult Education become Social Educa- of ilJiterates will not decrease till 1981. For 
tion. The Centre gave grants to State Governments 100 per cent literacy we may have to wait for 
and some voluntary organisations. Development po ther 20 years A vigorous programme of Adult 
activities in one form or other were started in Bihar i c / /  10D IS? tiier^ orc> necessary if the age group 
West Bengal, Mysore, Delhi, Bombay, Madras! 15' f 4- yefars ‘1 t0, be,come “’ert and active and 
Madhya Pradesh and Etawah Distt in Uttar Pradesh Participate in the development of the country.

During the First Plan, Social Education was ^.Factors contributing to the higher incidence of 
started in Community Development Blocks and ^literacy in India are:
Extension Services. During the First, Second and 0) Lack of clear cut national policy regarding
Third Plans the total outlay on Social Education Adult Education and Adult Literacy,
was of the order of 2, 10 and 19 crores of rupees (ii) Inadequate financial support given to Adult
iespectively. Adult Literacy made little progress Literacy in Five Year Plans,
under Social Education. A Conference was held in t „„i, ,. . , .
1961 on Community Development. It recommended ^ npnLtm Ttca’’h’T.!1011- between d!flferent
that Adult Literacy (First Phase) be taken up by Departments and Agencies.
Panchayats which were required to spend a substan- (iy) Lack of adequate support to voluntary
tial portion of the funds provided for Social organisations.
Education on Adult Literacy, that Block Education (v) Inadequate provision for compulsory educa- 
Officer and Social Education Officer were to promote tion. Children are frequently forced to
Adult Literacy Programmes. In 1962 after Chinese augment family’s starvation wages. In India
agression, the funds for Social Education were 33% of labour force arc children

s  E sa sn ss <*> ̂  s c s r  s,asra,ion and *Projects on Adult Literacy. The massive programme , ... , 1 drop-outs.
of Adult Education was postponed to the Fourth (vu) Lack ot motivation among adults to become
Plan. Adult Education had a low Priority in literate. Functional aspect of literacy
Educational Plans. It spent Rupees Eighty Six lakhs programme is ignored
m 1950-51 on Adult Education against a total of (viii) Lack of suitable teaching and reading
144 crores, rising to Rs. 1.2 crores during 1965-66 material for neo-literates and a high rate of
against a total expenditure of 600 crores of relapse of illiteracy.
UipceS' (ix) Inadequate provision of suitable training and

Literacy in India during the first 60 years of this orientation to workers at different levels,
century has had a retarded growth. The percentage Snecial fa cto rs  re s n n n s ih l > fo r ... r 
of literacy has grown from 6.2 in 1901 to 24 in 1961 *

" -jo- ,, ~7~, % . “ “  . , , T "  I’) Feudal social outlook aimed at perpetuating
/  A v T T eN adi& ° S a Semnar ovgan,Sm y  the their inferior status in society (ii) Purdah and iht
I-A.E.A. in New Delhi on April 23, 1972. use of veil (iii) Girls have to help mothers in
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domestic chores (iv) use of women as cheap labour system of primary education continues to be largely
and reserve labour force (v) lack of trained women ineffective and wasteful. Many children, who receive
teachers in villages. this, education, either do not attain functional liter-

In organising literacy campaign the problem of acy or lapse into illiteracy. The Commission con-
drop-outs is not tackled properly. Drop outs slow c^ ec* t^a,t °ur effort to develop a programme
down the progress. Most of the loss takes place after free an^ compulsory education should continue 
Grade 1, while literacy requires a minimum of 3 to Wlth redoubled vigour, a massive and direct attack
4 years schooling to become effective. More girls 011 mass illiteracy is necessary. Expedience based on
drop out than boys. Complete child schooling evaluation shows that unless adult education
should be ensured so that the children do not swell students have attended at least 4 years of school
the rank of adult illiterates. there would be a high loss of literacy.

Literacy campaign will succeed only if it helps The Commission also pointed out that the pre­
women to find employment. In the democratic valence of illiteracy is humiliating; that it is against
People’s Republic of Korea the watch w'ord was Article 26 of the Declaration of Human Rights,
study while working and work while studying, which states that every one has a right to education.
Illiteracy there was eliminated within 3 to 4 years The Commission recommended a nation-wide 
after Liberation. adherent and sustained campaign for liquidation of

Functional Literacy for women should include:— illiteracY involving Central government, State 
. , . , , . . . .  governments, voluntary agencies, private orgamsa-

(i) teaching to lead and write and simple tions, industries, all educational institutions ranging
aritnmaic from primary school to universities and above

(ii) elementary civics all, all educated men and women of the country.
(iii) elementary hygiene and dietetics The Commission further observed that literacy,
(iv) Method of bringing up children and element- if it is to be worthwhile, must be functional—which

ary pre-natal and post-natal care and will enable the literate not only to acquire sufficient 
maternity mastery over the tools of literacy but also to acquire

(v) First Aid, elementary ailments and their relevant knowledge which will enable the literate to
care pursue his own interests and ends.

(vi) handicrafts for those employed in factories 3 4 " "  ,hr“
or field, to entitle them to promotion and essential ingredients ot literacy as follows.
better yields (i) help increase efficiency

(vii) Education about Family Planning, National (ii) generate interest in vital national problems
Integration, Casteism and Untouchability (iii) impart skills in reading and writing that

(viii) Widening their mental horizon. would help continuing education.
What is the price of illiteracy— The cost of Functional Literacy is commonly
here we may profitably quote from Education f f ld '10 be Prohibitive. In this connection Dr. C.D. 

Commission Report under the Chairmanship of Desh,m,l'kh pertinently observed! The cost of making 
Dr. D.S. Kothari. The price has been enumerated | n adult properly literate ranges between Rs. 20 to 
as follows:— Rs. 30 whereas for a child of 6 to 11 years of age

. , , . - , .... . the cost has been worked out Rs. 35/- per year for
T) condemnation of the illiterate to live an a minimum of 4 to 5 years; that the Adult under- 

mteiior existence goes literacy education in his spare time following
(ii) illiterate individual’s low income his vocation.

(iii) illiterate s isolation from sophisticated social The rough and ready calculation of cost is as
processes follows:

(iv) blocking of economic and social progress 150 million of illiterates in the age-group 15 to
(v) reduced economic productivity 44 Years are required to be educated. The over-all

/ i .oc „ I ■ ' . maximum cost has been Rs 30/-per head. The total
(,v) less efficient population control cost is not ,ikely t0 eXceed Rs. 450/- crores. If the

(vjij imperfect understanding of National Integra- Programme of mass literacy is spread over 9 years 
lion and security (1972-1980) the average cost per year would be

(viii) Retarded improvement in health and sanita- ^ s‘ ^ / -  crores—not a prohibitive figure after all— 
lion. In short “The uneducated is notin considering the high stakes.
reality a free citizen. The cost could be substantially reduced. In this

TI r Ammt  ion nhsrrvi ii ihat , connection Maharashtra has shown the way.
. 5 £ CAV wac a Droei-amme of free anH™ egy Maharashtra Government sanctioned Rs. 93 lakhs 

adopted so la vv ;̂ dren t i l X v  making 95.5 lakhs person literate upto 1970-71
pulsory education for . cl i till they reached (or roughly Re. 1/- per head) in the first stage (under 
the age of 14 years, this nas tailed. The current (Continued on page 20)
8



ARE YOU A GOOD, MEDIOCRE, OR POOR TEACHER?
TTOW would you rate yourself as a teacher? How * Did you think of ways to involve each class 
-LA do you think the head of your adult education member in some activity during each class

school or center would rate you? Most impor- session?
Xte 1 ?  h°W d° y°U thhlk y° Ur StudeDtS WOuld * Did y°u think of ways to give even your slow- 

you‘ est students the feeling that they had perform-
T. • • „„ r ■ , , , , ed a task or answered a question successfully?
■ an era of intense and widespread teacher (Even small accomplishments are better than
nation. At all levels ot education students are none; they keep students motivated.)

watching teacher performance with critical eyes, and * '
when they find it wanting many of them take action. ,!d y0l\ . always preview slides, films, and
In adult education classes, dissatisfied students ot ier audl0' vlsuals aids defore usin8 *hem with
usually just silently steal away. Their teacher evalua- your students.
tion appears in the form of empty seats. Their " Did y°u Prov*de a change of pace, use a 
teacher probably has no idea that his poor teaching variety of teaching approaches and supplement-
methods drove them away. Some dissatisfied students aiT materials—-guest speakers, field trips,
stay grimly till the end of the course—especially if student proj'ects, programmed textbooks,
they have paid a fee. But they may never darken paperback books, newspapers?
the door of an adult education class again...and may * Were your careful to avoid a critical or judg- 
“ bad mouth” you and your school all over town. mental attitude toward student errors? Adults

are just as sensitive to public criticism as are 
The end of the year is a fine time to look long and youngsters,

critically at the teaching methods you’ve been using, * Did you sometimes ask questions that started 
and to evaluate them and yourself. The questions students to think, to form opinions, and to
you ask youiself should be designed to search out express them? Questions which merely require
and analyze your successes as well as your failures factual, or “yes” or “ no” answers have their
of the school term just ending. uses but are not “ mind expanding.”

. * Did you try at least one completely new teach-
You might ask your self: in§ technique during this course...or did you

* ....  ̂ . . . .  , teach the same way you've always taught?What approaches or activities seemed to work
particularly well this year? After writing down TfV ~ ~ .
the successes, try to figure out why they work- ** 5(011 ^eacai trade  or technical Subjects 
ed and how you could contrive to use those * Did you work out devices for making sure 
and similar methods next year. each student had an equal amount of your

* Did you take full advantage of the equipment dr4e;. (S’8n'uP sheets, taking a number, and
and facilities available in your adult education *°, a .‘4® a set Pallern are some possible
center or in the day school in which you con- ,. WaySd
duct classes? If you did not, try and discover P K y°L1. endst the help of advanced students
why you did not: Was there too much red ,n working with other class members? Student
tape involved in checking them out and back tutoring, both in and out of class, is becoming
in? Was the equipment in poor condition? Did an accePted and highly successful activity,
it take too much of your time to track down Studies show that both the tutor and the tutee
suitable filmstrips or to make your own mate- learn more with this process,
rials? If it was any of these reasons, discuss * Did you maintain a progress record for each 
the problem with your AE administrator; may student? This is especially helpful in a class
be something can be done about it. If it was containing many levels of knowledge and
mere laziness on your part, admit as much and skill.
consider whether laziness is a serious impedi- * Jn order t0 meet individual needs, did you plan 
ment to your success as a teacher. a series of student projects varying in difficulty

* Have you been using unsatisfactory instruc- and keyed to your students’ varying levels of
tional materials unsuited to the ages and inter- background and ability?
ests of your students? Have you taken any
steps to get better materials? ‘ If y ou Teach Business Subjects

* Did you talk too much in class sessions? * Did you make definite efforts to help your
Surveys show that most teachers do, although students transfer their typing or shorthand
many studies have revealed that the lecture skills into actual business situations, problems
method is not the best teaching method. they would actually meet in an office job?
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* Did you trv to use positive rather than nega- able concept of what you re like in the classioom...
S e  cdhdsm saying for example: “ Keep your of how you “ come on” to your students, 
finders close to the keyboard” rather than .
“Your hands are bobbins around too much?” . One teacher, listening to a tape of class leading-x our iidnub me session, heard herself talking to another group in

* Did you outline a specific goal for each acti- background. She was shocked. “Oh, no. Do
vity? Practice activity is much more accept- theM  an(J «know.it.an
able to students when they have a specific goal 1 redll> 5UU 1U J
to attain rather than a vague goal such as ^  recorders are so inexpensive and so easy to 
“ improving your typing speed. use tbat tjiere js n0 excuse for not finding out exactly

how you sound to your students. Make tape record- 
If You Teach Adult Basic (Literacy) Education ings of several complete class sessions. Better still,

* nm vni, cpf ctpnHarHs that were neither too confide in one of your students, and ask him to turn

' s± sw5m ::m «
the su.de,,«S wort with the .eache, in se«i„g £ ‘ 2

,m up- . ... „ “ shoot holes” in your teaching techniques. You
* When you saw signs of poor nutrition, poor find some of r perconceived notions about

eyesight, or poor hearing in individual lf broken t0 smithereens.
students, did you refer them to social agencies J
which might give free help? . If you’re really stalwart and secure and can take

* In addition to teaching the basic skills, did you criticism without withering, give your students a 
try to introduce your students To nearby Teacher Evaluation Questionnaire to fill out. See a 
sources of pleasure and learning: libraries, sample questionnaire below:
museums, parks, nature centres?

* Did you keep in mind that student hostility, Will you help me become a better teacher? You
aggressiveness, apathy, or procrastination are can do this by filling out this form as candidly as 
clues to underlying problems? Undereducated possible. Don’t sign your name, and if you think I 
adults may fear they’ll fail, may be embar- might recognize your handwriting print or type your 
rassed about their poor reading skills...and answers or ask a friend or relative to fill them in. 
may need constant reassurances. They should
be given talks in which they are sure to succeed ] j move along so fast that you had
before moving on to more demanding difficulty keeping up?
activities

* Asa teacher, is this your creed: Students 2- Did I move along so slowly that you got
don't learn as the result of what teachers do boiea.
but as a result of what teachers have the 3. Did you find this course exciting.fairly
students do? interesting...... dull?

* Were you extremely careful to make all testing 4. Which of the things we did this year did you
situation—from the initial tests for grade find the most interesting?
placement or reading level to all progress tests will you explain why?.................
—as comfortable and as relaxing as possible? ,  „„ . , „ , ' ... „ . . •
Educationally deficient adults are often fearful 5. Which of the things we did were
Of tests and the structured test situations which esting to you?
they faced in their early school years. Will you explain why?.............................

6. Do you think the books and other study 
*Do I Really Sound That Bossy?” materials we use w'ere:

Have you heard about the New Miracle Teacher * Hard to read
Self-Evaluation Machines? Well they aren’t really * interesting and informative
called that...they’re called audio and video tape * D II
recorders and they’re the best self-evaluating devices ... 11
ever developed to help a teacher see and hear him- ‘ Outdated
self as others see and hear him. Audio tape * Too juvenile
recorders and tape cassettes are becoming more 7 Wpre vnM cver temnted to drnn nut of this
pre\ ulenl every day. 1 ew schools are without them. 7' ZuZw Ye,  PS  P ir ° Li
Videotape recorders, too, are found in more and vo exolahiwhv’ " ' ..............
more schools. If you have access to either one, use you P a n W ^
jt. Nothing else can give you such a clear, undeni- —Techniques (USA)
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UNICEF’s ASSISTANCE TO EDUCATION
Shi i S.C. Dutta, Honoiaiy General Secretary o f the Indian Adult Education Association has recently 

received a scheme entitled •«UNICEF’s Assistance to Education” from Mr. P.H. Bertelsen o f the Adult 
Education Division of UNESCO, Paris. It is being published here in the hope that some organisations would 
tike to take advantage o f the scheme and would prepare projects for which some UNICEF assistance could be 
secured.—Ed.

Introduction as under-utilized resources to fill preparation of field instruction

THE policy for UNICEF- occupational roles necessary to based upon this document.
UNESCO cooperation in accelerate national development,
educational assistance has 1S °f particular importance. I. Objectives

been modified1 in order to Even though UNICEF’s aid UNICEF’s concern with edu- 
respond more effectively to the to education will be concentrated cation derives from its compre-
changing needs of developing upon a more -restricted type of hensive approach to child needs
nations and to render it more target population than ever be- The impact of education inter-
consistent with UNICEF s fore, the number of educationally locks with that of health, nutri- 
genera1 ^assistance policy. The deprived children, (i.e. those not tion and welfare in promoting
atter is focused upon collabora- receiving a basic minimum of child development. Recognizing
ion with developing countries in education), is estimated at 500 that education enables the child

their efforts to plan and imple- million. Given this number and to maximize his potential as a
ment effectively national welfare the limited resources of UNICEF, healthy, self-reliant individual
and development programme for further criteria are needed in and as an effective contributor to
children and adolescents. Within order to identify and select the the advancement of society

MTrccteX ’ theu resou,:ces °I educational services and activi- UNICEF’s intervention, in colla-
UJNlCEr are being directed ties within the formal and out- boration with UNESCO and
increasingly to assist countries in of-school systems to be support- other concerned agencies, will
he provision of services to all ed by the agency. Important concentrate upon assistance in
yi es o epnved children parti- considerations in this respects the attainment of the minimum

culady those in rural areas, include the involvement of standards for educationally
urban slums and shanty towns, innovation, a focus upon qualita- deprived children.
and in the least developed tive improvement, and the local
countries. readiness for a given project. More specifically, UNICEF’s

This focus is in be nnnlieH Further, an emphasis will be assistance for education will
Progressive^ to UNICFPs aid given to field-level experimental f° c,l‘s more UP°" the deprived
for education. In S connec .i™ , « £ *  f  slums"” ,,™ £ y “ towns "wilh
other external aid agencies such ?pP°* the Wldespread diffu- h iX s t  prioritv uoon th,Ps t j S  as the  UNDP nnH the TRRD nre slon op t,10Se activities which nignesi priority upon this target
devoting increasing resources \ o  Prove particularly successful. population in the least developedv-vuLin̂ , increasing resources to countries. The age group most
I e educational systems of deve- The revised policy for assist- concerned is that of primary
poping countries. However, these ance to education and its school level and below How-
cuorts tend to concentrate largely implications are presented in ever, assistance will be given to

n programmes most likely to more detail below. This modified projects for adolescents up to
uave rapid impact upon national orientation does not imply that the age of about 15 if they are
ocio-economic development. viable on-going activities outside limited to practical or pre-
ytus, UNICEF’s orientation to the scope of this policy will be vocational training,
ute deprived child and its overall abandoned, but resources applied
lew of children’s development to them will be progressively Examples ol the educational

implements the assistance redeployed. UNICEF support will deprivations suffered by children
Provided by other external continue in many such cases until w iu which UNICEf is concern-
‘Sencies. In this regard, the the activity is taken over by e<̂  *n terms of supporting rele-
jTmcation of girls and women, as internal or other external vant educational services and
KeV contributors to family life and sources. activities include the following:

 ̂ (i) failure of the educational sys­

op y, ,As a replacement to; Assessment and UNESCO will collaborate to both as aiT^ndl vidua!'and •'s^'in
M e n f e r  ,eSpec, Participant In s£ic?y 

3 c .  142), August' 1968. A manual ‘ions ot each agency in the light These educational deficiencies
thioI,Q̂ĉ instructions will supplement policy re-orientation and might range from a primary

new document. will cooperate as well in the school programme ill-adapted'in
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the preparation of the child for In most of the developing this endeavour should be oriented
the real world outside of the countries, about four-fifths of the primarily to the target population
school to the absence of special children have been enrolled in through experiments at the field
services for the handicapped primary education and only half, level and to the diffusion of
child; (ii) lack of educational and often fewer than half com- successful pilot projects. UNICEF,
opportunity resulting in illite- plete the fourth year. This means in collaboration with UNESCO,
racy; (iii) language discrimina- that about three-fifths of the should support also studies and
tion in education where the future adult population of deve- specialist training oriented to the
mother tongue is not used as a loping countries may grow up finding of innovative solutions to
bridge to the language needed without, or may not retain, basic the problems of the target
for full participation in the deve- literacy and minimum educa- population,
lopment of the country; (iv) edu- tional standards required for
cational discrimination against their personal development and (///) The Reform o f Existing
socio-economic, ethnic or sex contribution to society. Educational Programmes
groups; (v) the absence of edu- The above considerations The foregoing implies a pro-
cat tonal programmes in such have been taken into account in sressive shift of emphasis from
fields as home economics, health, the presentation of priority areas secondary to primary and out-of-
nutrition, and,child rearing which of joint UNICEF-UNESCO Tool educaSon as other
can be overcome through parent action which for the sake of St 100 1 ’ 1„ „ ° 1 action wnicn, ior tne saxe or resources are found to carry on

clarity, constitutes an artificial existing viable projects, notably
II. Relevant Educational Services, elementT interrelated jn the field o f secondary level

Activities and Project Types am ents. science education or as they can
be phased out conveniently. In

The indications provided (i) Educational Planning this regard, UNICEF will support
below and in the following section UNICEF’s assistance in this efforts to develop a more integ-
(Guidelines for UNICEF In-puts) field will stress the training of rated primary school programme
should be interpreted broadly, planning specialists and support such as the relating of science
particularly in relation to the activities dealing with qualitative courses to such relevant fields as
least developed countries, in and quantitative aspects of for- nutrition, health, and practical
order to preserve flexibility in mal and out-of-school education subjects. Further, UNICEF 
meeting urgent educational needs pertinent to the objectives and endorses and supports UNSCO's
of children and governments. target population specified above. initiative to promote international

understanding through education.
1. Relevant Educational Services (ii) Structural-Organizational _  , „

and Activities Innovations , ThVs> the reform of primary
„ education constitutes a major

After the substantial increases Governments and external aid concern of UNICEF/UNESCO
of primary school enrolments agencies such as UNESCO are cooperation. Encouragement
during the early sixties, the pace emphasizing increasingly the need should be provided to curriculum
of enrolment in most countries to evaluate existing structures of development activities which will
has slackened, f urther, wastage education and to consider alter- improve the child’s performance
rates in terms of dropouts and "ative organizations since the in his present and possible future
excessive repetition are at such a traditional formal systems tend to environment rather than to those
high level in many countries as be t0° expensive and relatively which p]ace a more exclusive
to jeopardize the attainment of ™ c ie n t to be generalized emphasis on academic achieve-
ne objectives of universal -N ll\  countries. ment jn preparation for further
primary education The deficiencies , ‘h countries, education. In this regard, it
in the educational system can n f  e t epoPL1̂ ' lon must be emphasized that only a
be cue to socio-economic arc under 25 years of age. Given , man minority of nrinWv
conditions curricula irrelevant to Jhis fact andtfee limited reach of sUldents continue to seLndarJ
needs of the pupils as individuals the existing system, new education narticuhrlv in the 
and participants in society, the approaches are essential-to provide S  developed countrie This
inadequate quality of instruction, the mass of educationally depriv- holds true mriioni- i t r„i
and the failed to provide • ed children and youth with basic g *
adequate structures of education a”d continuing educational standards must h m-fin nined
suited to the environment, as opportunities. UNICEF, in colia- Hirr Z , , t be maintained
well as to the low cosl-clficiency Oration with UNESCO, should L m  T ^ ’ T t
in the educational sen ices offer- place a priority in this field which a .,1 ? contain a spew­
ed. The opinion of governments evolves significantly out-of- S S t S
and educators is turning there- school education and the use of environment r S  d 1 f  Telllore ever more to educational new media. environment rather than to swell

,• „ n,„Pnerfliion irNTir-nt:” the numbers of the unemployedrenovation and regeneration. UNICEF s operational role in in the towns.
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Further, endeavours to reduce It should be noted that the (ii) Curriculum Reform
the high wastage rate in terms of above focus serves UNICEF’s This may inciucje (i) non
dropouts and excessive repetition policy of complimenting the erade/multi-erade programmes;
Should be assisted at the primary assistance policies of other (ii) subject matter integration;
level. This includes the identi- agencies. For example, the (iii) inteeration of new media,
ncation of the pedagogical and UNDP tends to place priority
non-pedagogical causes for the upon secondary teacher training roo Training of Educational
widespread phenomenon and the while the IBRD supports largely  ̂ Personnel
development and application of pre-service training at both levels . . . .
appropriate remedial actions. through its capital assistance . , , suqJect.s ol training might

programme. include (1) micro-teaching; (n)

* V~ T 'e (v) Out-of-School Education ‘t ^ J V  newrcisuuuci w  . means such as radio, TV and
This critical activity involves f The deficiencies, and costs of correspondence courses; (iii) the

the pre-and in-service training ~ rma ®ducat,°n , hav? led training of teacher educators,
of not only teachers and super" Governments to deveJoP increas- including those being prepared
visors but a variety of specialists In,̂  ^ !iew’ m°Je e f°rms to teach instructors for innova-ir, c L c ij P 1 . ..j education and training, parti- five nut of cnhonl nrn(,mmmpsin such fields as guidance, child cularl to reach uneducated youth tlV£ out-°f-sch°o1 Programmes.
psychology, audio-visual media TnsjTncT?
and curriculum development and adl ts; UNICEF should (jv) School Environmentc; .. PJ encourage these developments in .Similar types of instructional and general caild offer su*pport to Under this heading assistance
support personnel are required °xperjmental projects designed to could be 8lven *° «  f  wf scheume^
°r, out-of-school training £yjde pre.Vocational instruction t(? inventory and evaluate school

r e l  S ? r r r he ' ?  ed to adolescents as well as to plant deficiencies; (11) innovative
resources of UNICEF, assistance courses for arent particularly approaches to improve commu-
m .st be selective and follow a mothers wh*0 serve as the first mty-school relations; (m) com-
pnonty order based upon the educators t0 chi]dren. This latter mun,ty schemes to expand the
mu t.plier effect within the frame- t of effort serves jndirectiy but enrolments of girls and women
5  , , P7mary J  nU very usefully the young children in Pnmary and out-of-school
school education. Normally, the bdoW school age. programmes,
order will be as follows: (i) 6
teacher educators; (ii) education- This leads to the importance (v) Educational Finance
al specialists including super- of education of girls and women This involve (ii studies
visors; and (iii) primary school not only as the key figures in and “ dies to broaden
and out-of-school teachers. family life but as wasted human national, regional and local finan-
rurther, within these categories, resources which could fill many cjaj suppo°t for education- (ii)
eniphasis should be placed upon occupational roles needed to surveys of the comparative costs
the training of personnel to work accelerate national development. 0f varjous alternative tvpes of 
\vith the target population, the education and training; (iii) stu-
ueprived children. And again 2. Illustrative Types of Projects dj concerning the financial
ijSlCEF’s resouroes''^preference The types of projects UNICEF, feasibility of producing locally

^ « “r™ ,!yupon S p p . r ‘ equ,pment anJ
fiaininl i l  ft, Pfre' SerV,Ce,  trated below. In general,
assisting primarily10 the”11 lea°t Pro->ects should provide, as far as (vi) Educational Services
developed countries to introduce P j^ h u te  mulllPliei‘ effect and This could include assistance
in-service training programmes as contribute to catalytic and inno- ]n terms of the: (i) introduction
i S 3 >  T X d  all va, f '  CndS f  :Ve". “  bC ° f e<*uca!ioita1 lechnology; (iii
projects in Jthis area should self-generating for the future. preparation and production of
involve the improvement of n  nf ir 1 , c  • instruction mateiials pertinent
finality and the application of the (,) ‘°n S t0 the target population; (in)
best teaching techniques to ac- s innovative effoits to integrate
Ce|erate their utilization with the Items covered could be (i) educational and health-oriented
Primary school children and out- out-of-school forms of education; programmes.
'n-school adolescents. In this (ii) organizational changes facili- .. f
opnection, the knowledge and fating student transfers between Guidelines ior l  MC Ei

utilization of educational techno- out-of-school and formal edu- inputs
°8y for both short and long term cation; (iii) schemes to enlarge In addition to the criteria
evelopment is essential for the the school's role as a social presented above concerning
•eparation of future innovation. service to the community. objectives and the target popula-
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tion, the factors below should to be widely diffused and, there- needs in terms of supplies, contri-
be considered in the identifica- fore, improvement in evaluation, butions to innovative experiments
tion of possible UNICEF inter- carefully planned at every pro- should be given emphasis,
ventions. cess of the project, should be

assisted by UNICEF. 8. Project Personnel
1. Complementarity with Other  ̂  ̂ Where there is a scarcity of

Agency Inputs 5. Local Training qualified personnel to plan and
The innovative attempts to UNICEF should continue to execute the project, UNICEF

regenerate education are often of encourage the training of edu- should continue to contribute to
such magnitude that no one cational personnel by assisting in the financing of the project
agency alone can assist in their the improvement of training coordinators and personnel. These
implementation. Therefore, a facilities and by providing project coordinators and person-
close complementarity with the trainees and instructors with nel should normally be nationals
work of other educational aid local fellowships and stipends. of the countries assisted,
agencies is essential. Educational personnel should also As an exceptional measure,
j  T , T . .. be encouraged, with UNICEF s UNICEF may also finance inter-

1 1 ” *  ,  i e,P* t0 inn°vativc projects national consultants and experts
UNICEF aid should be as both inside and outside the for pro;ect preparation and

possible in terms of the items of countries. evaluation as well as for imple-
aid, delivery procedure and utili- . mentation, and fellowships abroad,
zation, in order to ensure its 6. Equipment jf both UNESCO and UNICEF
effectiveness and timeliness in Equipment remains a major consider that they are in the best
removing bottlenecks and obs- component of UNICEF’s aid and interest of the project,
tacles which hinder particularly the increased cooperation of
the provision of more relevant UNESCO should be souaht for IV. Modalities of Cooperation
and effective educational sendees improving the standard equip- The revision of UNICEF
toagieatei number of children ment lists by incorporating more policy in educational aid provides
am. in mobilizing national up-to-date and relevant items the opportunity for re-affirming
resources. These bottlenecks are relating especially to educational the basis of cooperation between
often the lack of qualified innovation, such as video-casset- UNICEF and UNESCO,
personnel and the lack of facilities, tes and closed circuit television, UNESCO operates as the techni-
transportation, communication, and a]so for tbe selection of cal agency for education in the
equipment and .unds. appropriate equipment for UN System and this principle
, „  ,. ., , _ . „ projects. remains unchanged. The choice
' /™1!*"“^y.^71c:5'0!iIS1̂ enCy of Fnninmpnt , of projects to implement the newUNICEF Aid Strategies Equipment provided by T ... , , , lirir>n the

As UNICFF aid is often UNICEF proved to be extremely pol^ y will be based upon the
A S  UrslCLr aid is often , bl th Hevelonmem of position of the Governments con-

closely geared to, or integrated JI.ration fn L f  l Z  f  i, cerned and on UNESCO's educa-
mto, the national educational education in many countries but tjona] advice together with
development efforts, changes in improvement in the proper use UNICEF’s experience concerning
UNICEF’s policy in educational ^  needs oF childre" and the
assistance and the strict appli- runner UNIlCLb, UNESCO co-> oolirins ndonted bv the IJN1CEF
cation thereof might result in a operative efforts through training u S i v e  B oard^
sudden disruption in the educa- 111 eclulPment utilization. Executive coaro.
tional development processes of Eauinment rminh, The review of the imPlemeiLta"
many countries. This should be developed^countries tion ° f the. , 'oint UNICEF/
avoided as much as possible. A by UNICEF This moved t hr UNESCO guidelines has shown
re-orientation to promts consis- 1 s t  S V  i / f  LSe, t r i m
tent with the modified objectives and curriculum reform n oiects acffiliredby the. ^  af ncf
should take place gradually. but equipment of this mpe cam cooPe,;at'on .,w,th each othf.r ‘
Problems of redeployment will not continue to be provided Fo 1,denUficat,° " ’ Preparation,
be presented in the new field all schools in the countries and 3 eva].ual‘on- Nevertheless, in
instructions established in coope- the local production of e a i i h S  v,ew the more sophisticated
ration between the two agencies. of a more general nature should approaches, t0 proJ f t selection

continue to be encouraged now general among the providers
4. Evaluation ncouraged. 0f educational aid, as well as to

The introduction of more 7. Supplies and Recurrent Z  novf ty of the revised policy-
innovative concepts and techni- Expenditure ~tep® should be taken to gi
ques in educational development While (JNTPFp ,- i  u m nether strength and staff time
will require careful • assessment continue for w J l -  aK sh°Uld this cooperation. In particuh j
and evaluation if they are later and to ( training giants the emphasis on innovation a

to support key emergency (Continued on Cover III)
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A Newspaper to Keep People Literate
Hifzi Topuz

UNLESS regularly given som ething .to read  th a t o f  K ib a r u  were prin ted . A m ong its contents were 
interests them , people who have only recently a message abou t increasing p roduction  from  Colonel 
becom e literate will forget how  to read. To K eita  M usa , the chief o f  state, an illustrated arti- 

prevent this from  happening a new, m onthly  cle on  different k inds o f  plows, an account o f  a fair 
new spaper has ju st appeared in the W est A frican  in B am ako, the M ali cap ita l, and  a rep o rt on the 
R epublic o f M ali where a w ork-oriented literacy in ternational cup final in Y aounde, C am eroon, 
project is com bating an illiteracy ra te  o f  80 per cent Just publishing such a paper is one thing; m ak- 
m a population  o f  abou t 5,000,000. jng sure jt js k n0Wn and read is som ething else.

The paper is published in the Bambara language. To develop the habit of using newspapers and not 
Its name, K ib a ru , means “News”. The new publi- merely reading them passively, a programme, 
cation grew out of Unesco studies in Mali into the under Unesco auspices, is underway to train Teachers, 
possibilities of creating rural newspapers in local farm cooperative directors, agronomists and other 
languages and regional courses in the publication leading figures in the rural areas in how to get 
of such papers first held in 1970 and again this year the ordinary people to express themselves through 
at the Centre for the Study of Information Science the press and to make newspaper reading habitual, 
and Techniques (CESTI) in Dakar, Senegal. The “communicators” taking this course can help

The policy of such papers is to hold the interest relay the reactions of the K ib a r u  readers, thus 
of newly literate readers by providing information starting up a dialogue between the public and the 
that can help improve their farming methods, health editorial staff.
and general living conditions. And the paper Kibaru is published by the Ministry of Infor- 
serves to keep the people in the villages and coun- mation with staff from ANIM, the national press 
tryside aware of the efforts being made by the service, and the Bamako daily L ’E s s o r . Plans for 
government, thus promoting fuller participation in similar Unesco-assisted rural newspaper are under 
the country’s economic and social development. study in Togo and the People's Republic of Congo.

Five thousand copies of the first, March issue (Unesco Features)

* s a a » E i a c x 3 E S 0 E l  ■ S a c s  r a o e  i - x x a : rjscar, * zaasts n  csarn

f  jB BSjjjt NOW its MEGH’s turn! |

*  All the examinations are over and results are out, you had done your job of is
Fj teaching excellently, a

 ̂ ^ 0W *et MEGH’s INK-PAINT do its most difficult task of repainting your Class- §
ijj Room Chalk Boards, as the summer vacations have started. y

R With the characteristics of drying earlier, simplest process of applying, durbale 9
Hl 1 economical Megh Ink-Paint provides the best impression of the chalk and you 

breathe ŝatisfactorily from the difficulty of repainting the Black Boards n

EpE MECH SCIENTIFIC BLACK BOARD INK-PAINT for renovating your If
IiSSectMB  ̂nalk Boards and get the pleasure of writing for the full academic year.

I-............... ............................................................ ss
$ for further information please, write to:_

f| )C |  M/s. MEGH SLATE FACTORY PRIVATE Ltd. s
f  P.B. No. 24. £
* BARAMATI. (Poona) 9

------ --k k k b J
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ithe book and enhanced its readability.
FROM ILLITERACY TO LITERACY With the exPlosion of knowledge and rapid

expansion of science and technology, education is 
By Ora Grebelsky, keler Publishing House, Jerusalem, being expected to be an instrument of change and
Israel, 1970, Pp. 120, Price not mentioned. social transformation. That is why more and more
A S a part of Israel’s contribution to the Inter- people are so rtin g  to education.

-Tv national Education Year 1970, this book has This has been expected to be achieved by the 
been supported by the Hebrew Language and adult education programmes in progress in Israel,

Adult Education Department of Israel’s Ministry of which include three basic doctrines of adult educa- 
Education and Culture and brought in collaboration tion: basic knowledge, community development and 
with the National Commission for UNESCO. vocational training, and elementary education.

The book is a pioneering study in the field of adult ^k ile comprehensively dilating on these basic 
education in Israel and answers some of the most doctrines, the author has side by side ably discussed
vital questions relating to teaching of illiterates and fh® Pecuuliar cases of armymen, women, general
literates. Some fundamental issues with which the Iabour’ besidf  ordinary run of workers. In addi-
study involves itself include; what is the object of tion a thought is spared for curriculum, methods of
teaching illiterates? What motivates the illiterates te?c,hing’ Problems of adult students, programmes of
to attend a course of studies? What are the skills, adult women and others, pp. 22 to 46, being speci-
concepts, attitudes, expectations and contents to be a y  absorbing. The adult educator should find
imparted to the neo-literate so that he might not enough material for-his guidance in his work although
lose his skill, and level he must attain in order not be may hav® tor n?ake somjt ?dJustments in imagining
to slide back to illiteracy? himself in the Indian conditions.

It must be said to the credit of Ora Grebelsky . Jt is the basic fact which hardly needs any eluci-
that she answers all the questions successfully and to nation that adult education should have plenty of 
the satisfaction of this reviewer. The work has been motivation and that an adult educator has a pro- 
dealt with a passion, w'ritten with an inside digious ro e \° p m b̂lS-. Adults who become
knowledge and depth study of the subject. It can full-time students or part-time students... do so in
be unhesitatingly stated that the work has an order to satisfy certain needs that ought to be consi-
immense relevance for the adult educators in this deied. Indeed, this is all inculcated and stimulated
country by an adult educator. If an adult educator is able

T. • ’ r , ., , , ,  • , „ . . .  . to cultivate such a desire and urge, he has vastly
is a fact that the world is gradually winning its succeeded in his mission, and then he should consoli-

batt[e l l I l t e r a c y  steadiiy although there is no date his effort, for “ not everyone who decides to
doubt that the problem will spill over in the next lear„ is able to keep up his resolution”. (P. 51)
century. The fact that even on the most optimis­
tic projections the number of illiterates in 30 years Motivations and expectations of the adult 
is not likely to be less than 650 million, or about 15 learners all over the world are almost the same
per cent,” according to a recent UNESCO report, because the lack of education is due to generally
the percentage of illiterates in Asia is 46.8 of the “economic, social or historical reasons rather than to
adult population. In India, literacy figure is around their own intellectual retardation.” (P. 58) Besides,
30 percent. We have thus to go very far to make a job promotion and continuation of studies, social
distinct and concrete dent on this problem. In such motives, thirst for knowledge, helping one’s own
an effort, points and guidelines provided by this children, leisure time activities and integration in the
publication should go a long way. life of the country are also important contributory

Although rather slim in size, the book covers factors for pursuing a course of adult education and
five important problems relating to adult education, going beyond this The adult education courses
Its chapters include definition of literacy, description f ? u d’. ie ê|? re’ take int0 consideration these
of the various literacy programmes being run in p0in s invanabJy.
Israel, motivations and expectations of the adult The greatest problem anywhere faced in the 
illiterates, problems of curriculum design, teachers (Continued on Cover III)
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Time Bound Programme... that the States would tackle the problem of adult
(Continued from page 8) education by initiating Pilot Projects in special areas.

Blit the result on the whole, lias been disappointing.

s s ?  s0̂ f »  hr ver’
Functional Literacy, with the help o ? b o o f c  S o O ^ S '  ‘
175 booklet’s (^ lu s^^u n d er1 orlntf ̂ ready published 21 to 23 thousand crores of rupees had been planned 
neo-literaS The denendfn./on^c.ir he use° f under 1, II, III and IV plans. The Development 
attaining Functional Literacy d o efn o t voTk in ?Ut ^  ‘I f  f“ tth.a t.a?

J S S  fofr25° S B A T B  l°-plrheSdWitIfRs. 1 2 -ner adult is kent fnr h E w  ■ , tlon- A special legislation may also be necessary
aid and administrative charge, the total cost of train- f  f  f f ling J ?1!1 the general problem of Adult 
ine an adult for a nerinrl nf 9t Uf.r,pr m . Education, which concerns Adults, beginning withSKT S r S  s ?  J l f f g  Functional Literacy (equivalent to Grade III) and
million people would be Rs. 42/-crores per year. U id w rs^ sfa g e  C°nl'numg educatl0n to bey°nd

In this connection it may be mentioned that a n »  /- , ,
large number of books have been written for the rqi f f nf  j Government should provide techm-
use of neo-literates. These may be translated into f L u ;  t f  thE 'stfl shou d aIs° prov,de suitable 
different languages and printed on a mass scale in p a ?• t0 tbe. States a'ld direct them to complete 
the form of small sized booklets, thus reducing the s T i10”3 Llteracy. ol persons in the age-group 
cost and enabling neo-literates to carry them about Jhetnd^M  o t t r S i  5° t0- 6? milllons1) beto,re
easily. Audio-visual aids and radio may also be e m sff  wom ef’ t ! f h ^ ! r s F i f l  f "  the prob' 
provided by wav of motivation ' em? °* wometl> tribal areas, backward communities

and occupational groups.

Co-operative Movement-to"Tmme^onlv' "'a fcw sta tis t Centrf  Goveran?ent aIso authorise the 
Departments -has clearly been inhibited' by wide- f f f  V  PPf nlef  their res°arces by levying a 
spend illiteracy. A high rate of Functional Literacy sp.^ ia’ cess a"d voluntary conlribunon for dealing 
would have improved the picture radically Thuf W1,h the problem- This measure is not likely to be 
Family Planning would have been more acceptable ™p?pular “  v'®w of the “Green Revolution” which 
if presented as a part of a wider programme of JurVl ^  pr0Spenly of the peopIe 111 the
family and community uplift, by an agency which c c
was continuously in touch with the community 
van ms programmes of health, social w elfare oo r;_ _ _  
culture, education, and cottage industries couldEll 
be brought m an integrated programme of tin indivi­
dual, the family and the community. Adult Educa­
tion has to be placed at the heart of all those 
programmes.

Central Government has set up a National Board ^  MAKE THE
(d Aduk Education. It has also established an M a T I A U  C T D A i i r
Instuinc of Mass Communication, Radio, Television W llJ  IOW S f f t Q N G
and film Division of the Central Government are u  .
helping in Hie cause of literacy. The Government M a k e  t h e  P e © p l e  L l t e r a f p  a n d
has also been giving assistance to the States and ** *"“ » a l ,e  a f l u
Voluntary organisations for some specific projects k , n A u r l a < j » »  LB
i he Government lias allotted 2 crores of rupees for S 4 H © W le d g e a fe  lg

tlie programme of Farmer’s Training and Functional
Literacy in 100 districts with High Yielding Varieties
Programme of Agricultural Production, covering
one million farmers. Government has been hoping

/
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f ■ UNICEF’s Assistance to planning and managing the cycle also to use increasingly the

Education of innovation from experimenta- surveys and studies made by the
< (Continuedfrontpage 14) tion to diffusion; (iii) exchange of countries themselves, other agen-

new patterns of education implies ideas and experience in eduea- , cies in. The - UN family-and the
that a more complete analysis tional innovation; (iv) introduc- country programming procedures,
into the feasibility of the projects tion and improvement of built-in - , Such q; estions> particulariv
for assistance is required. evaluation schemes. the respective contributions of

Specific aTeas in which rThe improvement in project' UNICEF and UNESCO, in light
UNICEF/UNESCO cooperation identification and preparation of this policy re-orientation, are
needs’ strengthening are the: would require that UNICEF pro- being taken up by the two agen-
(i) diagnosis of the educational cedures allow a somewhat longer cies with the purpose of .strength-
needs’ of the target groups and period for this process and that ening the close' collaboration of
the necessary development strate- additional staff be provided to the: past and to serve better the
gies; (ii) identification of promis- permit deeper analysis of hew children and governments of the
mg innovations and assistance in projects., It would be, desirable developing world.

Book Reviews , are required-to suit the environments of the learners
(Continued from pose 19) which further makes the task more tedious and

complicated.
spread of the adult education is of the lack rof pro-
p&rly trained teachers. This is present in Israel too All-in all, although the book is quite good and 
although more attention is now being given to it educative for an •‘initiated ’ worker in adult educa-
with the efforts of the Adult Education Department tion, it does not take full and detailed account of 
of the Ministry of Education and Culture and the the.various adult education aids being increasingly 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Jewish Agency, put to use in the west and therelore not known in 
Teachers have to be trained for every type of adult India or elsewhere.
learners—good, bad and'indi'ficrent. Besides, teachers —M. R. Oua

i i * : i
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Closer Cooperation Among Adult Education
Agencies Required

RADHA RAMAN’S CALL TO ADULT EDUCATORS

THE Chief Executive Councillor of the Delhi Earlier, Shri Hans Raj Gupta, former Mayor of 
Metropolitan Council, Shri Radha Raman said Delhi and the President of the Delhi Adult Education 
in New Delhi on June 10, 1972 that there Association in his welcome address outlined the 

should be a close cooperation between the official various activities of the Delhi Adult Education 
and non-official agencies so that the work of adult Association, 
education could be carried out more effectively in
the Union Territory. Shri C.L. Goel, Deputy Mayor of the Delhi

• Municipal Corporation urged the authorities to give
Shri Radha Raman was inaugurating the more financial assistance to voluntary organisations 

conference of the Delhi Adult Education Association in the field of adult education, 
at the headquarters of the Indian Adult Education 
Association.

Key-note Address
He urged the adult educators to work towards

the functional education of the illiterates. The lite- Shri J.C. Mathur, Vice-President of the Indian 
racy education which is imparted to the illiterate Adult Education Association in his key-note address 
adult should be related to his daily life and should said that adult education had come to stay because 
help him in increasing his professional and technical the situation had demanded it and now had 
knowledge. become the base on which the edifice could be

built.
He said that in all parts of the world, in the

developed countries and in the developing countries, Shri Mathur outlined the history of adult literacy 
the need for adult education for social and econo- and said that in old times it was the monopoly 
mic development of the country is very urgent. But of the priests and the merchants etc. But due to 
in developing countries like India the need for adult industrial revolution the need to educate the masses 
education is even greater and even more acute was felt, 
because they have a huge backlog of illiteracy which
is a stumbling block in the rapid development of the He said that adult literacy campaign was started 
country. in 1936 but still there were over 160 million illite­

rates in the age-group 15-44 effecting greatly the 
Shri Raman laid more emphasis on the educa- social and economic development of the country, 

tion of the rural people. The services of youths
should be utilised for this work, he added. (Continued on page 20)
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Dr. M.B. Brown, Senior Lecturer of Extra-Mural 
Studies, University of Sheffield, England, visited the 

V  3 * t #  ' i i  headquarters of the Indian Adult Education Associa-
tion on May 23, 1972. He had discussions with the 
staff of the Association on the role of voluntary 
agencies in the promotion of adult education. He 
also discussed the workers education programmes.

K h e li M e  S u d h a r
. . ,  Mr. T.A. Reza, Training Officer in the Central

A New Fortnightly ot IAEA Cooperative Organisation of Iran visited the office
The Indian Adult Education Association with of the Association on May 24 & 25, 1972. The 

financial assistance from the Freedom from Hunger various activities and programmes of the Association 
Campaign Society will publish shortly a fortnightly were explained to him. The role of cooperatives 
magazine Kheti Me Sudhar. in adult education were also discussed with the

visitor.
The magazine will disseminate knowledge and

information to neo-literate farmers about the various Dr. Albert Adams, Supervisor of Adult Educa- 
crops, animal husbandry, dairy farming etc. It will tion, Maryland State Department of Education, 
also develop among the farmers the skills of reading Baltimore, U.S.A., also visited the Association and 
and writing with a view to enable them to pursue discussed the various programmes of the 
further education through self-study. Association. He also discussed the administrative

problems faced by the Association.
The journal will be sent to about 2000 farmers

who have completed the functional literacy course _____
for farmers in the States of U.P., M.P., H.P., Bihar,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi.

______ R e c o m m e n d a tio n s  f o r
N eh ru  L ite ra c y  A w a r d

In stru c tio n a l S c ien ce  The Indian Adult Education Association has
sent a circular to all Institutional/Life Members 

A New Magazine from Netherland of the Association, and the Directors of Education
A new quarterly journal INSTRUCTIONAL and Development Commissioners of various States

SCIENCE has been published from Netherland. The and Union Territories of India inviting recommen-
journal aims to promote a deeper understanding of dations for 1972 Nehru Literacy Award, 
the nature of the theory and practice of the instruc­
tional process and the learning to which it gives The Nehru Literacy Award is awarded to an 
rise. individual or an institution for outstanding contri­

bution towards the promotion and development of 
The price of this international magazine for literacy among adult men and women of India, 

institutional subscribers is U.S. § 27.307 Prepaid
personal subscriptions cost U.S. $ 14.20. Last date for receipt of recommendations is

August 10, 1972.
Free sample copies and subscriptions, are

available from Elsevier Publishing Company, Journal ——...... —- ———  — - '
Division, P.O. Box 211, Amsterdam, The
Netherland. ’ FILM ON MASS MEDIA AND

ADULT EDUCATION

“Mass Media and Adult Education” , a 25 
M  j » rr . minute colour film now being produced under
m e n ta jo r  la n z a n ia  Unesco auspices, will show how the mass media are

Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta, President of the Indian being used in different countries for adult education. 
Adult Education Association left Bombay by boat After the World Conference on Adult Education in 
for Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania on May 23. Tokyo, the film will be available from Unesco for

purchase, or loan in English, French, Russian and
He will return on July 8, after visiting Kenya and Spanish.

Uganda, __________ ^
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UNIVERSITIES AND ADULT EDUCATION:
THE INDIAN CASE

Amrik Singh

A question which universities in India, as in most Throughout this period the universities were 
Ti. other non-Western countries, have to consider gradually gaining in importance and in stature.

is if there is any relationship between the While it cannot be said that the universities were
strength of the university system in that country and always in the forefront of scientific advance and
the extent of literacy to be found in it. To seek to industrial expansion, their role was not unimpor-
establish any relationship between these two facts tant either. If they did not actively participate in
may appear far-fetched to some people. But that is the process of original research and discovery in
not so. The connection between them is close and several respects, their role in disseminating the
intimate and in the nature of cause and effect. It is results of such discoveries was unmistakeable. It
only in those countries which have almost cent per also be said that whatever was lacking in the role of
cent literacy that universities have emerged as insti- the university in Europe, particularly in the nine-
tutions central to their civilisation. In countries teenth century, was more than made good by the
where literacy is low _ and the state of economy is American university towards the end of the last
what is generally described as under-developed the century and at the beginning of the present century,
universities are never at the centre of things. They To cut a long story short, by the time the Second
are important in a way but this importance is margi- World War ended the American university had
nab What they do and the impact that they have emerged as a key institution in the kind of civiliza-
°n the society around them is neither crucial in tion that that country had built for itself. If this
character nor far ranging. description did not entirely apply to the European

Perhaps this contention needs to be elaborated a university in this period, that was because Europe
little. Universities as we know them today, like so bad been laid waste by two devastating wars and
much else, arose in the West comparatively recently. tbe sequence of developments to that extent had got
Their spread to the non-Western parts of the world disrupted.
is even mme recent. When universities came to be Whether it was Europe or North America the 

'C( 'n Jued'eval Europe, they were closely fact that almost every citizen had gone to school
ated to the Church and had something of the was taken as a fact of daily life about which no

01,st,(rred quality about them. Tt was only gradually questions need be asked. In the nineteenth century
at they outgrew this mark of their origin and their before literacy became so widely accepted there was
ea ot work as well as influence widened. Through some argument about it. That was a period when
cries of stages which are traced in several scholar- in quite a few countries of Western Europe franchise

y books on the subject they arrived at their present was being extended to sections of population that
P sition of pre-eminence some time in the nineteenth did not enjoy this privilege earlier. So there was a
entury. natural kind of anxiety on this score. Those who

While there are a number of explanations that bad the right wanted to be sure that those who were
can be and have been advanced for the emergence being given the right to vote had at least been
and extraordinary growth of the concept of a educated up to the school level so that they could
University in the modern period, one particular exercise the right carefully and with due delibera-
tactor to which enough attention has not been paid tion. But once this issue had been got out of the
>s the underpinning of the university system by the way, not many people stopped to investigate in any
tact of almost universal literacy. This is particularly detail what other side-effects the fact of almost
so in Western countries where universal literacy has universal literacy was having or was likely to have.
inThe ninptipnfi! en <t°1' ^  w.as so’ne dme At any rate, the universities were one of the more
Came fn nttsirfth ce/l u ,ry 1 iat .tbe universities first important beneficiaries of this educational revolu­
tion? nfi • beir leading position both as institu- tion. j n order to prosper and achieve strength a
also fhe re^t!,1138 aiif aS-S0Cia 1?St,tUti0"S‘ WaS university system must have congenial, if not also
as well n? it/iv' J  T  in. mcj?t countries of Europe positive, social and intellectual support from the
fast Rv o,P k America literacy was spreading society in the midst of which it functions. Unless
almost wined out cf DtfVry dllteracy had been this support is forthcoming in the requisite measure 
Which rorftin, ! th°ugb *iere were vestiges of it the university functions, as it were, in an unsympa- 

ued to exist for several more decades. thetic, if not also hostile, environment. To put it
" .............. .........  ■ more precisely, there must exist a measure of unani-

of r , or ls Secreta>y, Inter-University Board mity on the role and functioning of the university
f avn  ■ ■ Ceylon m d  Indian University Association system both amongst those who enter it and those

Continuing Education. who are outside it. This unanimity obviously has
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to be based on a common approach to certain That this cannot be said will be readily conceded,
critical concepts like the need for trained intelligence What is more, it remains to be seen how long the
to administer a complex society like that of today, African universities can continue to exist in their
the primacy of enquiry and research, sometimes present form and strength whereas the bulk of
without an immediate pay-off, and the obligation population in those countries is steeped in ignor-
of the university to participate in the life of the ance and superstition. There would be nothing
society as well as to sit in judgment on it. None of surprising if incompatibility between the two
these concepts can be understood except by those cultures, that within the universities and that outside
who have had some education whether formal or the universities, becomes noticeable, even obstru-
informal. In a sense, formal education prepares a sive, in course of time. Should that come to pass,
citizen for informal education which is to follow. some of the disruptive trends now lying dormant in
That quite often this informal education is not all that situation may come to the surface and cause
that positive and that sometimes it takes the form problems that cannot be foreseen today,
of exposure to sensational journalism and the
tyranny of the mass media does not invalidate the II
essential truth that a citizen who has been to school j j ajf a century ago, A.N. Whitehead wrote 
subscribes, in his training and outlook, to that that a nation which does not value trained
combination of beliefs which regards the university intelligence is doomed to be left behind in
as an important constituent of the modern society. the race for development in the modern world.

Clearly, an important difference between a deve- He was writing in a country and at atime
loped country and an under-developed country lies, when the value of trained intelligence had been
amongst other things, in the fact that the former demonstrated without question. Operating in a new
has almost hundred per cent literacy while in the country and in a new environment, the American
case of the latter it is not even 50%. Why a country people had been able to create a civilisation which
is under-developed and continues to be so is a at the time Whitehead was writing was already 
difficult question to answer in a precise way. But in several respects ahead of its European counter-
whatever be the explanation, this is definite -that, parts. In the creation of this civilisation, trained
whether as the cause or the effect of that under- intelligence had been used on a vast and purposeful 
development, the rate of literacy is seldom high in scale.
such a country. Literacy thus has a good deal to One particular fact about the sequence of 
do with the state of development of a country and, developments at this stage may be noted. Till
in terms of the argument under discussion, the about the middle of the nineteenth century the
strength of its university system. The more deve- American universities and colleges were functioning
loped a country the stronger seems to be its univer- at approximately half their strength. There was
sity system. Or, to put it the other way, the less not enough demand for places and there did not
developed a country the weaker is its university seem to be enough use for people trained at these
system. It is difficult to think of a deviation from institutions. Soon after the end of the Civil War,
this pattern. To have a strong university system, or the situation changed almost dramatically. This
even a few outstanding universities, in a country was the period when began that industrial upsurge
which is economically backward and socially jn that country which by the turn of the century
stagnant would be extraordinary. In plain words, made the USA one of the leading industrial coun-
the strength of a university system is more or less in tries of the world and in course of time made
proportion to the strength of that country’s economy her the most powerful nation in history. This was
as well as its polity. also die period when considerable expansion as

As argued above, literacy and all that it stands wel1 as strengthening of the American university
for is the environment which a university must have system took place. The Land Grant universities
if the system is to function effectively. To assume t0° were established in this period. These develop-
that universities are like islands of excellence in a ments continued without any interruption into the
sea of ignorance and that these can exist wherever twentieth century. By the time the First World
appropriate conditions for their nurture and survi- War ended America had emerged as a world power.
\al arc ere-.'ted is not warranted by experience. The Along with it the American university, too, had
social and economic context in which universities arrived. In expressing his opinion quoted above,
are located is important, indeed of over-riding Whitehead was, so to speak, summing up the experi-
importance. If this simple truth is under- ence of tlle growth of a new and powerful nation,
stood so much about the universities of India and In particular, he was drawing attention to the
other non-Western countries can be easily under- crucial role played by the American universities in 
stood. To think of exceptions, as for instance of nurturing the pool of trained intelligence.
African universities, is not to deny this statement. If the foregoing experience has any relevance to 
To he able to do that, a further assumption will the experience of other countries, it is to under-
have to be made that, the social situation has line the vital importance of developing and utilis-
already got stabilised in those African countries. ing the talent of the people, It would not be too
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much to say that one of the chief resources of a experience in this regard has been no exception. The
country is the extent and quality of talent to be technique of manpower planning is useful in so far
found in it. The universities play a notable role as the broad trends can be foreseen and indicated,
both in discovering and nurturing talent, and the Anything more detailed or systematic than that is, to
better that they can perform this role the more put it provocatively, foredoomed to failure,
successful they are in their mission. It must be T, • x
acknowledged however that talent is primarily dis- , ,  ^ iere 1S another aspect of the situation too.
ruptive and secondarily innovative. In a stagnant Manpower planning in India has essentially failed as
society, a talented man is usually regarded "as a a technique partly because it was regarded only as
threat to the existing order. He refuses to conform a technique. actual fact it is more than a techni-
to the traditional ways and hence is distrusted. S116’..111 ~° a strategy ° f  development. It not only
This distrust sometimes assumes pathological ™Phes t^at are framed for certain jobs which 
proportions and the experience of several of those ier exist today or are likely to be created 
people who come back to their native country after tomorrow. II also implies that there is a certain mini­
having spent several years in a developed country mum competence which must be imparted to those
bears testimony to this statement. w 10 ai(t JDtcnded for the job. In emphasis this

approach is not basically different from the approach 
Along with several other countries, India too that set so much store by the value of trained intelli- 

has suffered from the problem of the brain-drain gence. That is to say, it is assumed that there is
for more than a decade now. Occasionally those nothing which cannot be done better and there is
who have settled down in other advanced coun- no one who cannot be helped to improve his skills 
tries have a twinge of conscience or sometimes and increase his productivity. More than a mere 
there is a family pressure and people decide to go principle of education, it is the principle around 
back to the country of their birth. A large pro- which productive relations are organised. In its 
portion of such people is highly talented. Quite a ultimate analysis therefore manpower planning is 
proportion of them have had considerable profes- very much a part of the strategy of development 
sional training and in their outlook and norms of that a country chooses to adopt for itself and 
conduct they have imbibed unmistakeably profes- universities are important instruments in implement- 
sional values. When they seek to return to their ing this strategy, 
country of birth, what baffles and irritates most of
them is the widespread lack of appreciation of TIT
their talent. On their part they feel that in making 111
their services available to the country they are India’s strategy of development adopted during 
providing it with one of the relatively scarce the last two decades has been basically to build an
resources. The employers in the country however industrial superstructure on an economy that conti-
do not share this self-image of theirs. They are nues to be traditional. To start with, the super-
usually prepared to accept talent and even make structure was given more importance than the base, 
use of it provided, and this is an important quali- A series of setbacks and disasters however brought
fication, those .coming from abroad are prepared to the country face to face with the faulty decisions
lower their sights and to adjust to the local that had been taken. Beginning with the mid-sixties 
arrangements. If this cannot be done they agriculture began to receive considerable attention 
would much rather make do with a person of and its performance too since then has been gratify- 
inferior ability, who would at least conform. It ing. A number of adventitious factors have given 
is the same story once again, an under-developed unprecedented fillip to Indian agriculture. But to 
country is under-developed precisely because it has overlook its essentially stagnant character would be 
not learnt to value talent or trained intelligence. to over-simplify and to draw wrong inferences. One

From trained intelligence to manpower planning odd feature of the dramatic growth in agriculture
is only a short step; the former is a concept while “as been, and this has been commented upon by
the latter is a technique of planning. In a period and mdn.y an obseiver, that the changes have come about 
in a country where planning is regarded as the aot in those parts ot the country where the rate of 
solvent of most problems it is but natural that literacy is high. This however should not be taken 
man-power planning should have received some atten- °̂c n.llrdn that literacy is unimpoitant m the scheme 
tion in India. To talk of it is however one thing and ? things, only'it underlines the importance of what 
to get definite results from the application of this has been called functional literacy, 
technique is another thing, The results have been Making peasants functionally literate has been 
more or less as could have been predicted. No attempted with a significant degree of success by 
country outside the Soviet Union and other socialist more than dozen agricultural universities that have 
countries has been successfully able to adjust its been established during the last decade or so. Their 
Potential manpower to its future requirements, work has been successful in proporlion to their capa- 
* here are so many variables in the situation of a city to reach the peasant and to motivate him with 
country like India that even with the best of the desire to do better for himself. This element of 
Precautions mistakes are likely to occur. India’s motivation is of crucial significance. Amongst
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other things, what has held back the spread of lite- parts of the country. That is to say, whether 
racy in the Indian countryside has been the inability the peasants learnt to read or write or not, they 
to create the right motivation in the peasant’s mind, did come to understand in terms entirely familiar 
Without putting it into so many words, the village to them what could aid further produc- 
peasant asks himself what he is going to get out of tion and what stood in the way of doing 
going to school, to put it metaphorically. The mere so. It goes without saying that in their task of 
ability to read and write is not going to help him increasing production the agricultural universities 
bear the rigours of life any better. That is why even were helped by a combination of fortuitous circums- 
when efforts, voluntary or governmental, have been tances, (the availability of high-yielding varieties 
made to reach him, he has on the whole remained of seed being probably the most important), yet the 
unapproachable, or to put it another way, uncon- fact remains that but for the preparatory work done 
vinced of the wisdom that was being offered to him. in earlier years the rate of progress might not have 
What the recent developments have accomplished is been so striking.
to help overcome the proverbial passivity of the In a manner of speaking, the country is at the 
Indian peasant. The results, wherever these are croSs-roads now. By following a certain strategy 
vis.ble, are an incitement to further effort. of development, things moved in a certain direction

Too much should not be made however of these but by the mid-sixties it was apparent that following 
developments. That is because in terms of impact the old strategy of development was not going to 
only the surface of the problem has been scratched, bring quick results. Instead, drastic modification 
Considering the size and population of the country became unavoidable because there was not enough 
and the grip of a benumbing state of resignation food in the country and it had to be imported from 
and passivity nothing more than a beginning has outside. So, beginning with the mid-sixties, the 
been made. For all said and done, the fact remains emphasis was definitely changed. The results of that 
that the per capita productivity in agriculture change of emphasis have now become visible and it 
remains more or less the same as in the preceding appears that corrective action was taken before it 
decade. This is a daunting thought which under- had become too late. As part of that corrective 
lines once again the immensity of the task to be action, it has also become apparent that a pre­
attempted. condition of further development is spreading

The agricultural universities are an innovation on functional literacy as widely and as thoroughly as is 
the Indian scene. The oldest of them was establish- practicable in the given circumstances. What 
ed in 1959. Patterned on the Land Grant universi- remains to be discussed therefore is how functional 
ties of the USA and working in close collaboration literacy is to be spread, what proportion of resources 
with some of them, they have broken new ground can be invested on this programme and what are the 
and provided a new model of institutional develop- best institutional devices for undertaking this 
ment. This has not happened everywhere nor in programme? A related question which also might be 
the case of each university. But wherever it has referred to is the role of traditional arts and science 
happened traditional values have been abandoned universities in the situation that is now unfolding 
and new values have been or are in the process of itself, 
being imbibed. Foremost amongst those values is a
belief in the importance of innvotions and the skill IV
and capability to introduce them. This has been a To take the second question first, the traditional 
strangely uplifting experience and though it has universities have been functioning in what may be 
produced tensions and problems of a certain kmd it called the traditional way for more than a century 
seems reasonable to think that to have broken with now in India. To start with, and till after the British 
t ic stagnant past was a step which holds promise for left, they primarily imparted ‘academic’ education, 
the future. In the decade of the fifties however there was a

As stated above, the principal contribution of marked shift in emphasis. Professional education 
agricultural universities has been to modernise which had on the whole remained neglected began to 
Indian agriculture in certain parts, of the country, receive enormous impetus. Some of the expansion 
While doing so these universities have to some t°°k place within the university structure. Some of 
extent capitalized on the useful work done in earlier however took place in institutions specifically 
years in the field of community development. This established for the purpose. Towards the late fifties 
was a movement whit h was initiated by the Govern- an(I early sixties, for instance, five Indian Institutes 
ment some two decades ago. In its approach and of Technology were established. A little later came 
emphasis it represented a coordinated programme more than dozen Regional Engineering colleges, 
of development in the various aspects of agricul- once again sponsored by the Union Government, 
ture. The amount of success that these efforts More or less parallel to expansion on the technical 
achieved was uneven and varied from district to side, other modes of professional education, such as 
district ainl region to region. One consequence of medicine, agriculture, architecture, etc also received 
these various activities wqs what may be loosely considerable fillip. In quantitative terms, while the 
described as the spread of functional literacy in (Continued on page IS)
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FUNCTIONAL LITERACY FOR PROFESSIONAL 
PEOPLE IN A MULTILINGUAL SOCIETY 

- A  HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
J.C. Mathur

A N important feature of the of confining the teaching of Islands near New Zealand, they
history of the development Vedas only to the upper classes used to write to England for
of literacy in the world has is well known. Religion in this obtaining various commodities

been that literacy and the teach- situation meant not so much a for their use. When the com­
ing and learning of languages creed, as the duty and therefore modities arrived, the consign-
have been treated in different these classes used language as a ment was called a "cargo .
societies over the centuries as a function for the performance of Therefore, the tribal people saw
measure necessary for the the duties, ■ their duty being, of that whenever a missionary want-
performance of certain functions. course, the priestly ones and in ed to have a cargo he wrote
These functions in the past have some cases spiritual. Hence they something. In his simple mind
often been regarded as the mono- (a) tended to confine the learn- writing got associated with cargo
poly and special responsibility of ing of literacy to the priestly and cargo therefore was almost
certain sections of society. classes, and (b) their methods a synonym for literacy and

2. One can discern through- a"d
out history three such functions they lea™t refined to the 4- The third factor 1S ad'
which are also the motivations uP.ontI and f  ministration, —administration in
for the preservation and mono- Pr/estly Pr0J £ s'?n and thm  the wider sense, that is to say,
poly of literacy and learning of religious runcuons. keeping of revenue records,
languages. The first is religion. ,  T, d fictnr res- accounts etc., just as the clerks of
Right from the Vedic times of f tI • f t- i the rulers and the then adminis-
India and the ancient Semetic g°“ ' rad it^n T  use of trators in JaiPur as weI1 as in 
religions as well as the medieval m l  been commercjai EgyP1 kePl records of the kings,
religions like Islam and later a5 ^  commercial c S e T S t  officers and r<?yalties‘ This is
Buddhism the practice had been f times 0c (iie traders what may be ca led Management
for the priestly classes to retain ^ImemhanTs of HaraDDa Vah Administration. The Scythians
the monopoly of literacy. In so a nd; " T  v  Hk L  fnTndl!, had of the Middie East countries
doing, they not only confined the ?b a ' .^ L Y  dlhe‘ were one of were professional writers under
learning of language in its more he earjiest ’,sers’ of the ,eals the administration and since quite 
technical sense to their own des- , • f] , tl d often the monarchs themselves
cendants, the families also saw f <juaran„ used t0 be illiterate, the Scythians
to it that a certain kind of magi- * eir J am£ £  % ^ T s o  became a *Pecialised class of
cal effect was associated with ° : J :tl jnformaUvstem of wnters and accouI,ltants for
the writing part of it. It is thus administration. The famous
that in Tibetan Buddhism, van- f t 3  merchants thev historian, late Dr. Beni Prasad
ous mantras of the later years ^ T to retab t S  mono- he,d -the view that . the same
of the 9th-10th centuries were . , . ‘ t] : Scythians accompanied Greek
written and used by laymen as Pp'erations t0 their families and and Saka f  °flhTnS
magical amulets or mantras to dePscendants. Therefore, the ten- ?"d/ aand t  -
be repeated for produciag d t t , m Indian society as Kayasthas
certain effects. It was the same in • and this specialised use of who are even today regarded as
K -?,*. where.a certain class of ° f
Brahmins retained the monopoly peop]e and to their own the administration.
on literacy. In North African communities. A very interesting 5. The use of language for
Muslim and Arab countries also example of how in the simple administration in historical times
he same practice was there. Of mjnds 0f ihe tribal people, lite- in the past was mainly for keep-
course, the Brahminical tradition racy got associated with com- ing revenue accounts, sometimes

-— merce was recently discovered for judicial purposes and later on
*Shri Mathur, I.C.S. is Hindi when it was found that during for codifying the authority and

■Adviser, Union Ministry o f Home the late 18th and early 19th orders of the rulers and very
Affairs and Vice-President, Indian centuries when the first mission- rarely for attempting to codify
Adult Education Association. aries went to the Polynesian the duties of the rulers towards
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the people. An example of both making of films, radio and T.V., inside the Churches. A similar
the duties of the authorities by running of steel mills, port trusts mix-up of monopolies did take
the monarch in writing are the and defence services ete. place in tribal areas of India
inscriptions of the famous ancient The list could be multiplied. But during the British period between
Iranian Emperor Cyrus in whose the point for emphasis is that the Christian missionaries and
memory ostentatious celebrations these are the developmental the British administration joined
were recently held by the Shah of functions of government and hands, even though the British
Iran. The Indian Emperor Asoka language is to be used now for administration did try to pretend
used script and language for the adequate performance of that it did not wish to give any
declaring his ideals of non- these functions. In other words, encouragemet to the Christian
violence and his duties as the language is a skill for the adult missionaries. It is the “convert-
monarch, as a protector of the learner for the various perform- ed” tribals who were made
people and particularly of the ances of the duties of his literate and educated. The others
poor people. profession. I am using the words were practically left out.

In his inscriptions the duties “ a^ult !f rner” because I am
n f  thp B n v p r n n rc  nnd nffir-rrs writing here of the poor and 9. This kind of remforce-
were also specified All these are developing countries some of ment through the mixing of
the use of language for manage- which have a special problem of monopolies was possible in old

. , A the multiplicity of languages. times when society tended to bemen and administrative purposes p y or la guag more generalistic and composite
w 1IC1 '? bo^v literacy got 7. It is not confined to rather than specific and specialis-
associated with the profession of governmental administration, ec} To(jay society is more and
administrative management in the entire range of management by more specialised and therefore
course of history. companies corporations private the multiplicity of professions,

6. But in recent years an- Hn,s’ entrepreneurs, farmers have resulted in the functional
other aspect of administration groups, marketing and expoitmg growth of terms and words
has become important, namely, groups etc , are equally concern- peculiar to those professiens. The
development. Development , wlt 1 tlie functional use of process began during the British
administration needs a language language foi their respective period in India’s history. Though
of a different kind. Its needs are purposes. most 0f t]ie terminology for the
satisfied neither by the language 8. Developmental adminis- professions in India that grew
developed for commerce nor for tration and management is un- in the 19th century was English,
religion nor for administrative doubtedly a new phenomenon. I have recently come across a
management. Just as for Asoka There have also been other new guide-book in Hindi published at
the “duty” of the administration factors to which I would pre- the instance of a British railway-
(for which he used the word sently refer. But before doing man of the B.B. & C.I.R.
“Dharma”) where the ones en- that, I would like to point out (Bombay & Baroda Central
joined upon the Mahamatras (his that history is full of examples Indian Railway Company) which
district and divisional officers and whenever the monopolists using is in Hindi and contains several
specialised officers) so also to language for religion or com- terms that are highly profes-
these administrators of today merce or administration, com- sional. However, it must be
who are concerned with various bined their monopolies, the situ- admitted that the whole adminis-
kinds of developmental functions, ation became worse for the tration in the 19th and beginning
the language has to be a tool common people. For example, of 20th century when it began to
with varying specifications. The the English King Henry the VIII be technologically modern and
“Dharma” of today’s develop- broke from the Pope of Rome developmental truly and speedily,
ment administrator is quite and himself became the leader of expressd itself mainly in
different from the “Dharma” of a “ rebellious” Church of his own English. The business firms in
the administrator of Asoka’s and declared himself as the Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and
time. Oil and on ancient and Defender of the Faith. One would Karachi, all began to use English
medieval monarchs did try to have thought that having rebelled terms and English language par-
order development works, such as from Rome he would encourage ticularly at the executive and
a great local ruler of Gujarat the reading of the Bible by management level. It is true,
who in the early Middle Ages common people. On the contrary, they employed large personnel
built huge water reservoirs. But when it was brought to his notice who did not know English and
modern development adminis- that English translations of the therefore used some sort of
tration covers several vocations Bible were being read aloud on Hindustani or Hindi mixed with
of life such as transport, railways, the cross-roads in London, an English words pronounced in a
mining, biological surveys, agri- order was issued in about 1508, distorted way. In certain regions
cultural research and extension, banning such public reading of the local languages were also
industrial development, atomic the Bible and laying down that used in this mixed form. But
and space administration, the the Bible shall be read out only largely all over the country in the
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big cities the business executives, guardians themselves on the mass media and fast communi-
ie enlrepieneurs and the ad- ground that in this way the cation technology also developed

mimstrator both of the manage- chances of their children for fast. Mass media (i.e. radio
ment and of the developmental filling up highly-paid posts in big films, mass circulation magazines
type were responsible for the use companies and in the higher and lately T.V.) scattered all
among them foi correspondence, echelons of the administration, over the world among both deve-
ordere etc., of the English langu- would be reduced. Most of the loped and undeveloped societies
^e‘ ^}at ^ eir niJmber Public Service Commission and among both literate and

considering the large population members interviewed candidates illiterate people, international
ndia was small. As the Prime in the English language and put terms of science and technology

Minister of India stated the other questions almost in the same These became known among
aay in one of her statements manner as they were doing before users of Hindi and regional lam
before the National Broadcastmg Independece. Most of the big guages of India sometimes much
company of J.S.A., the English bosses of companies did the faster than the administration
knovving people today m India same. The defence services had realised. A kind of a world
constitute less than 2% of the continued the discipline as well experience of technology has
population of the country. earned on the mass traditions of thus emerged all over in which

tt , the British army days. the English language has been
something0'that* occurred^imme- 11' There was one distinct playing a role and therefore
diatcly after Independence in advanlaSe in this upsurge, how- continuing to be in a dominating
1947 y There was a sudden mass soevcr temPorary> >n the popu- position sometimes and contnbu-
departure of6the3British personnel ^ ‘y of the English language. It tory position a, others,
holding positions of responsible meant t.iat during the period t o r  .
kind m industry development immediately following the trans- 1J- Japan is the example of
administration armed forces etc fer of power from lhe Brilish to a society in which English has
There was n r a S S T w  the Indians, the administration, been not in a dominating but in
depletion of strength !  1947°at the management, the professions, a contributory position. Today
these higher and "middle levels and business entrepreneurs i'1 technology and science, Japan
though some of the British firms srnoothl-v Sot over the transitional 1S equal to some of the mosti tfntisn firms period advanced English-speaking socie-
stuck to a higher percentage of 1 ties of the world Vet
European personnel for some Even though communal riots t, hjohest executives nf 
years. This sudden depletion marred the coming of Indepen- Soanes? firms • nd ndn lnic, ‘
of strength had to be made up deuce to India, it must be recog- S  ^  ™ ahfe dtn S
equafiy. Mn other words, these w ed  that there are few exam- correct sentence of English. Mo"?Ss: aL s%. ssss ssoS ESmTSdtss ,£“■ r\
etc., had to be filled up within a of power. This was made possi- En„,ish E is thrm lh ^
period of five years if not earlier ble by the continuance of these medium of inn!nw  ii
by Indians. In so doing, the classes of management, adminis- ™ion™\ language- 2  I" " '
Indians had hardly any time to trative and armed forces people have deve|0Ded their c,.IPnrP 1 lC>t
arrange a quick switch-over to aad the continued use 'o f S l o h l v  l  so dni.I
an iud.an language. Therefore, English by them. course, they have absorbed and
ironically enough, immediately 12. There has been an addi- Japaniscd a large number of
a ter Independence there was a tional factor responsible for the international terms, and func-

p e r  demand for English know- continued attachment of this tional English terms. However
ngand even -Convent-educated; small category of people to the they have been careful not to

ban quickly to man the posi- English language. The decades impose a uniform kind of techni-
ions that were left vacant by the following the Independence of cal terminolocv on all the dis-

h; ;  • 1 ThlS was a Pecuhar India have also been the decades ciplincv Instead they studied
Historical phenomenon which was of a sudden, unprecedented and the functions separately and
io perhaps suspected by the almost miraculous progress of accordins to those functions thev
policy makers at that time. But science and technology affecting compiled not one but several
i was quickly spotted by an every walk of life and every terminologies, part Japanese

VVa„rf?e Pareat or guardian It country. I should think that part international. Thus, hen’
s I V ° r ^  reason that in those this rapid progress affects a is an example of a scientifically
sv t^S whf® th® b.as,c; educat!on developing and newly free conn- and technologically advanced
S i ,  Ganw 'J1 thatempha- tr>\ more m. c?rtain disciplines country using Us own Ianeuaee,
crlx the correlation of handi- such as agriculture, than even but continuing also Emdishas

' anc ts w,th the learning process Western countries. This pro- an aid, as an associate. ° rather
v a also the medium of Hindi gress m technology took place than as a dominating element in

s opposed by a number of during the same period when the their life.
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14. Let us consider another 16. This kind of growth of S u k h a d ia  D is tr ib u te s
very important implication of the link language like Hindi will „
Independence. India is now be a multi-coloured-dome. It will ^ .e r tijic a tes
not only an Independent but also not lead to monotonous uniformi- . . ,  ,.
democratic nation. It is for the ty. Every profession’s needs will Shri Mohan Lai auKhaaia,
service masses of people living in need to be studied and every Governor of Mysore said in
villages that the less than 2% regional variation will be closely Mandya, Mysore on June 2, 19II
English educated class consisting scrutinised and for different pro- that the education of the adult
of executives and administrators, fessions Hindi reading material women should receive a high
exists and performs its duties. will have to be made available to priority because literacy among
The masses, sooner or later, will the adult learners. women was still very low in this
need a link language if India country while they constitute
is to be economically developed 17. Undoubtedly, the mass per cent of the population. He
in a sustained way. Economic media will perhaps do this suggested that a seperate wing
development can no longer be quicker. But the mass media also should be established for this
achieved and sustained by a use the language and therefore purpose,
limited group of people through whatever has here been said
manipulations of investments and about functional language equal- Shri Sukhadia was delivering
management in the country like ty applies to the use of language the convocation address to the
Indiar Here, economic develop- by the mass media. adult graduates at Mandya dis-
ment will depend as has recently . trict headquarters. He also dis-
been demonstrated, upon the 18. Since as hinted earlier, tributed the certificates to the
active participation of the farmer technology concerning the various adults made literate by the
and other productive rural people professions is developing from Mysore State Adult Education
in the development process. In year to year, the language that Council and Mandya Ialuk
this active participation of the grows to sustain the technology Development Board,
farmer not only the mass media will also have to be kept upto _
have to play a part but also date. It may not be possible neces- Shri K.V. Shankara Gowda,
functional literacy. It is reason- sary t° exclude all international former Education Minister of
able to expect that the functional or English words nor to absorb Mysore in his presidential address
use of a link language like Hindi all of them in setu. The Japanese suggested that the efforts to start
can also help the professional example will need perhaps to be the activities in the new districts
masses in this process and enable used as a direction. of the State should be geared
them to contribute effectively to llP-
the rising of the per capita 19. It is in this context that
income. An additional advantage the spread of Hindi is to be The Mysore State Adult Edu-
may be that it might, hopefully, thought of as part of what has cation Council and the Taluk
facilitate the enlargement of the recently been called by the Development Board, Mandya
knowledge of the younger farmers famous Indian Agricultural initiated the participation pro-
and rural people about other Scientist, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, gramme for the promotion
parts of India, something com- as “ techniracy.” Technical lite- of adult literacy in Mandya
parable to the effect of the racy according to him was likely Taluk for the year 19/0-
pilgrimages to the four corners to surpass formal literacy. The 71 and 1971-72 and organised
(or “dhams”) by the older hunger, according to him, in the 103 literacy classes. 1634 adults
people. rural communities is not only for were declared literate in this

new knowledge related to agricul- project, 
ture but also for new skills,

15. But this is only an particularly technical skills con- .—  — —'
incidental advantage. The main nected with farming. In this
point is that if the new techno- context, Hindi as one of the two
logies have to be communicated official languages of India has to that will be common, because the
then there will have to be the develop in three directions: (i) the syntax of most of the regional
fund onal shades of the link development of the list of words language is often related, and
language. Every funct'on of pro- and vocabularies answering the (iii), Hindi will have to remain
fession or vocation has its special- needs of different professions and dynamic and responsive to new
iscd terminoLgy which may functions, (ii) the development of words and adjustments according
. imetimes vary even though link syntax and phrases which to the needs of professions and
marginally from region to region. connect these technical terms and regions.
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Indian Adult Education Association
G ENERA L SEC R ETA R Y ’S REPO RT FO R 1970-71

DURING the year under report 7. Shrimati Florence Jacob, emotionally and mentally to the
the Association continued its Indore. rapid changes in the social, eco-
effort to consolidate its g shri j  q  Saxena, New nomic and political life of the

work, and undertook a few fresh Dgihj ' ’ country and make effective
activities. 9 • shr. R s Mathur> New contribution in these spheres.

Institutional Members Delhi. jn his presidential address,
The following inslitutions *9- Shri S.V. Gupta, New Shri Patnaik emphasised the need

joined the Association during the Delhi. for functional literacy. He asked
year:— " 11. Shri Shrikant Shukul, the adult educators to include

Udaipur. health education in their pro-
11. Janta College, Dabok^ 12 shrj j  K p Sinha, Patna. Sramme,s' ,He a,,so Iaid emphasis
2. Ranchi Centre Relief . .  on producing books on all

Committee, Ranchi. . . Shri R.K. Jeetah, aspects of life based on reference
3. Community & Social “ “ “ l . „  „  v  ^  from old re,iSious books-

Welfare Department of TISCO, Shri R.B. Yadav, Delhi.
Jamshedpur. 15. Com. P.N. Prashar, Batnaik said that politi-

, ; , , T ^  ,, rjplhi ca] parties must adopt adult
4 Adrash Inter College, ’ education as one of their pro-

P.O. Mirpur Khas, Distt. Aligarh, 16. Miss Pushpita John, grammes in order to strengthen
U-P- Trivandrum. the foundation of Indian demo-

5. Delhi Adult Education 17. Shri P.K. Dhamdhare, cracy.
Association, Delhi. Bombay.

6. Kerala Social Education 18. Dr. K.N. Rao, Delhi. The highlight of the Corner-
Association, Trivandrum. i o shri o Gokhale Bom ence was the organisation of two,  D ^  „  .. snn b. uoKJiale, Bom- syiT1p0sja on “Adult Education

7 Budh Degree . Co lege, bay. and'Urban Development” and
Kashinagar, Distt. Deona, U.P. 20. Shri P. Ganguli, Thana, “Adult Education and Green

8. Regional Council of Adult Maharashtra. Revolution” .
Education, Varanasi. 21. Shri P.N. Javarappa

9. Literacy House (Southern Gowda, Mysore. The first symosium on Adult
Region), Hyderabad. 22. Miss Leena Joseph, Eduf tion and ^ rban °uevel T

10. Ban-Kyn Sheul Jing Tip Udaipur. P merit was presided over by Shr.
u tt- , J c , _, % y H.K. Mahatab, former Chief

53 other friends joined the Minister of Orissa. He said that
Lyngryiden, Kha.i Hil s, Megha- Association as individual mem- adult education must communi-
a^a' bers during the year. cate information for the general

11. Servants of the People enrichment of the masses and for
Society, Chandigarh. 24th All India Adult Education making them politically and

Conference sociallv conscious.
Life Members The 24th All India Adult

22 persons became life mem- Education Conference of the The discussion on second
bers. They are:— Indian Adult Education Associa- symposium was initiated by S' ri

1 Shri B Patnaik M P tion " as be d̂ ’n Bhubaneswar, J C. Mathur. He said that func-
Bhubaneswar * ” Orissa from October 15-19, 1970. tional literacy for farmers should

7 n  ‘ ‘ . . . .  The Conference was presided serve as an aid in maintaining
ur. M.o. Adiseshiali, over by Shri B Patnaik, the accounts, writing and sending

Madras. then Education Minister of applications for loans and for
3. Shri J.M. Gadekar, Orissa and inaugurated by Dr. preparing farm plan.

Bombay. S.S. Ansari, the then Governor
4. Shrimati Girija Sinha of Orissa. The Conference passed a mim-

patna_ ’ ber of resolutions including a
, ' . , Dr. Ansari in his inaugural comprehensive resolution on

pt. ' j an Pandey, address urged adult educators to “Adult Education for Social Res-
' awa1- strive to spread adult education ponsibility in the Seventies” . The

5. Shri B. Chatterjee, New fast among the illiterates so that valedictory address of the Con-
Delhi. the latter could adjust themselves ference was delivered by Shri
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R.N. Singh Deo, the then Chief increasingly being used by country and in their respective 
Minister of Orissa. adult educators. A number countries.

of queries from India and abroad
Publications were received and the Associa- Cooperation with other Agencies

During the year the follow- t*0Il  re^ rence. secti°n supplied The Association in collabora-
' ing publications' were brought ^ i J  to ^ e n d ^ h e to 4 to* many tion with th° Central Institute of01ft. _  able to render _ help to many Research and Training in Public

. . organisations in planning and Cooperation organised a Serni-
1. Adult Education in the organising their programmes of nar on “ Promoting Adult Educa-

Seventies. education, research and evalua- JfJ'programmes^^ Through Peo-
2. Manual for Adult Lite- tIon‘ pies Participation” in New Delhi

racy Teachers (English)—N.R. , T., . , from January 4 to 8, 1971.Gl]pta ’ Nehru Literacy Award
3. Proudh Saksharta Shik- , The 1970 Nehru Literacy The Seminar was inaugurated

shak Nideshika-N.R. Gupta. Award for outstanding contnbu- by Prof V.K.R.V Rao, the
tion in the field of adult literacy then Education Minister of

4. Adhyapak aur Proudh and adult education was present- India. He emphasised the impor-
Shiksha. ed to Mysore State Adult Edu- tance of libraries for follow-up

5 Dr Zakir Husain’s Hu- cation Council by the Vice-Presi- work. He said that mobile
maoism by Dr K G  Saiyidain dent of India, Shri G.S. Pathak libraries should serve the people

, . .  _ . on April 10, 1971. at their door.6. Manav Ruchiyon Ka Eak
Adhyan Dr. Dharm Vir. The 1971 Award was announ- Dr. M.S. Mehta, President of
. . , T. „  . . _ ced"' on September 8, 1971, the the Association delivered the
Adult Literacy Training Courses International Literacy Day and key-note address of the Seminar.

The Association organised was awarded to Dr. (Smt.)
four Adult Literacy Training Durgabai Deshmukh, President The Seminar made several
Courses for the Instructors of of the Andhra Mahila Sabha, recommendations. It stressed the
the fndo-Tibetan Border Police Hyderabad. closed partnership between the
Force of the Ministry of Home " governmental and non-govern-
Affairs in New Delhi during Zakir Husain Memorial Lecture mental agencies in conducting
Feb.-March, 1971. 120 trainees adult education activity,
received training. The discussion The first Zakir Husain
on various aspects of the sub- Memorial Lecture to commemo- Correspondence Education For
ject was supplemented with field rate the distinguished services Farmers
visits. of Dr. Zakir Husain to the cause

of education and enlightenment The Association has again
Clearing House Activities and his close relationship with ^ ken in J iand the project of

m . . . the Association was Heliverprl Correspondence Education forThe Association continued to , ~  ' a ’ .was . delivered Farmers involved in the FarmersnDv its uspfnl role in Clenrinp by Dr. K.G. Saiyidain, former rarmers involved in ine rarmersplay its usctul rote in Clearing Education Secretary Govern Education and Functional Lite-
House of ideas and information t ,  j” ,■ '  December 29 racy Project in the State of U.P.,
though the English and Hindi inM adrTs T e 1 tme Bihar, M.P., Haryana, H.P.,
monthlies "Indian Journal of , , , ' y  . . , , Rniacthan snH DelhiAdult Education” and “Proudh has been published. It is entitled Rajasthan and Delhi.
Shiksha” . In addition it conti- Zakir IIusam s Human- The project will involve about
nued to send out abstracts of ’ 2000 farmers who have complet-
imporlant books and articles giv- h Second Zakir Husain ed the functional literacy course
mg significant experiments, ideas . .  . P 0 z.aKir Husain f f Foriniehtlv leitersand methods useful for the field Memorial lecture will be deliver- for taimeis. t orinignt y lettersai d meinoas userui ror tne licid , ,  p f M M i h v; will be issued which will dissemi-
workersand busy administrators. giancefior ' of Jam a ’ M Ilia "ate knowledge and information

re ercnce service bulletins • X m S  New Delhi to nco-literate farmers about the

®  or »■*“ -<» ,n'm 'a,i”"al C«“' “  S i  amSng, h l  Virmers (he
tl0n’ !jj;Ves workers edimiiinn - k is i to is from U.S.A., skills of reading and writing with
C°°i*Giri l fields ’ -i Canada, New Zealand. Austra- a view to enable them to pursue

lia, Englandj Iran, Afghanistan, further education through sclf-
. *• ■ Qprvice Fiji were received at the head- study.Information Service quarters of the Association.

) he information »ei vice ren- I hey hud discussion on different The Association has already
doted by die Association is aspects of adult education in our successfully tried this project for
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six months in the Rohtak Dis- 3. Literacy and Development These efforts culminated in the
trict of Haryana in 1970. —H.M. Phillips. convening of a conference of

Vice-Chancellors of Universities
Translation of Functional Literacy 4. Functional Literacy—Why of South-East Asia and Pacific
Books into Hindi. and How. Countries in Madras from

The Association with . finan- . . December 26-30, 1970.
cial assistance from the Minis- „ ?• . Literacy in Traditional
try of Education and Social Wei- Societies—Jack Goody The Conference was inaugu-
fare will translate and publish . T • , , rated by Dr. M.S. Adiseshiah,
during 1972-73 seven books on . Literacy and Adult Edu- the then Deputy Director-Gene-
functional literacy into Hindi. cation. ral of UNESCO and presided

over by Shri Ujjal Singh, the then
These books are:— 7- Literacy as a Factor in Governor of Tamil Nadu.

Development.
1. Planning Functional Lite- The Conference recommended

Suggestion^)121 ^ anc^ 0°k LTniversity Adult Education that a department of Continuing
The Association has been Education be established within

2. Seminar on Planning trying to involve universities in each university at an early
Adult Literacy in Asia. the work of adult education. date.

f i
!  i
I  • •  -f e
! »
I  «
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Women’s Primers and Supplementary Books
S.N. Maitra

THE census of 1971 revealed that in the whole of rhymes popular among women, has helped
India less than 30% is literate. Among women, to make the books popular and attractive,
the rate of literacy comes to approximately 18%.

In West Bengal, the rate of literacy of men and The principles on which the Primers have been
women combined comes to a little over 33%, while written are:—
the rate of literacy for women is only 22%. Among m  Writing has been emphasized as much as 
this 22%, it is doubtful whether 8 to 10 percent can readinCT from the beginning,
really be called functionally literate. °

(2) The books have mainly been based on the 
Our society is undergoing many changes. If our eclectic method. At first, certain well-known

people cannot understand these fundamental and w'ords have been introduced and these have
qualitative changes or accept them easily, not only been broken up into letters which are taught
the present social order would break down but it separately. These letters have again been
would also be difficult to bring about a new social used to form different combinations of
order, because there cannot be any external change w'ords.
if there is no internal change. Even if an external The words which have been introduced in
change takes place, it becomes weak and temporary die p rjmer are such which are commonly
and does more harm than good. used by Women.

To understand, know, accept and recognise these (4) In each lesson, words are again combined to 
social changes, education is necessary. But this make meaningful sentences,
education cannot be limited to literacy only. It has (5) There is a pre-literacy stage in the Primer, 
to be comprehensive adult education which will In this stage the natural artistic abilities and
equip an adult to improve his economic and social aptitudes of the women particularly for
status and also develop the qualities of leadership in decorative designs, are made use of in
him. The need for such education among women drawing of lines, curves, angles, circles,
is probably greater than that of men, because a child semi-circles, etc. Drawing has, therefore,
learns mostly from its mother and its future outlook been introduced as an aid to letter formation,
and attitude are, to a great extent, influenced by her. In addition, pictures familiar to village

women such as a house, flower designs, 
Bengal Social Service League has been thinking alpanas, etc. are meant to evoke and retain

for sometime to write a Primer and follow-up books their interest.
for adult women. 1 he League has at last succeded (6) In the Primer, addition, subtraction, multi­
in bringing out five books specifically designed for plication and division are taught with the
women. These include a Primer in two parts and help of exampies which women can easily
three books which deal with subjects like house- understand and which they can apply in
keeping, home beautification and handicrafts. This their ]10meSj such as, daily expenditure on
is just a beginning and the League hopes to bring various articles, stitching and tailoring,
out more such books in future. planting vegetables, etc.

In mentioning these books, three things are to be W  The Primer consists of two parts. P a itl
nmntpH rmt-_ acquaints the learner with all the letters and
r  , the use of matras. There is a short conclud-

(i) That their publication has been made possi- ing chapter on Bengal and Bengalees. Part
ble by the generous financial help which the ft teaches the conjoint letters, nursery or
League has received from the Ministry of village rhymes which all women know and
Education, Government of India. now they are able to read. Stories which

(ii) That considerable research work including emphasize the importance of education for
pretesting had preceded the writing of these women etc. are given.
b°°ks. (8) There is a lot of ‘drilling’. In most of the

(iii) The cooperation of an eminent litterateur, Primers drilling is neglected with the result
Sri Lalit Mohan Mukherjee—known as that the learners’ foundation remains weak-
“Bigyan Vikshu”—who has done outstand- If only rudimentary literacy is aimed at, then
ing work in this field, was enlisted. His this can be overlooked, but not if a strong
contribution, particularly in the form of and durable literacy becomes the objective,
elaborate guidelines to the lady teachers
which, appear at the end of each lesson as An important part of the books is the instruc- 
vvell as numerous village tales and village lions given to the teacher at the end of each lesson-
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In this the teacher is advised and given useful direc- The second book is on personal beautification 
tion as to how to .translate what she is teaching and home decoration. It has 14 chapters out of 
into practice. Outlines of stories, illustrative exam- which, six deal with making attractive clothes for 
pies, etc. are given to enable the teacher liven up different seasons. There are also chapters on how 
instruction. These stories or examples are rooted to draw attractive designs on Kanthas (similar to
in the folk lores of Bengal. In fact, the lessons in rugs) and pillow cases. There are also chapters on
the Primer are so designed as to enable the students how to make attractive jute bags and handwoven 
not only to read and write, but also develop practi- towels. The last two chapters are on how to keep 
cal skills. This knowledge is followed up in the the room in a village home clean and well-decorated, 
later books. The last chapter is on how to decorate the home
The Follow-up Books ^ rin g  * e Puja festival. This book is also power-

fully illustrated to make the teaching easily 
There are three follow-up books, or more correct- understandable.

*y, one supplementary and two follow-up books.
The first book is called ‘‘GHARANI’ which lite- The last book deals with various attractive things 
rally means Housewives. It describes the story of a which women can make out of simple things which
girl called Mamata who _ learns how to be a good they use everyday. The book has, on the whole, 20
tousewife. She becomes literate and learns about chapters. Wemen are taught how to make boxes

She also learns from her sister-in- and ash.trays out of conch-shells, sea-shells and 
‘aw how to keep the food in decorated pots hanging , , t „ . ' .. _
from the ceiling, which prevents their being conta- bamboos. They are taught to make dolls from cork,
minated by insects. She learns about First-Aid and doth, etc. They are also taught to draw attractive
treats her brother. She also learns something about and coloured designs of mats and make flower

hild-Caie and Family Planning. The story ends stands out of wire and even thread. Two things are to

that would be an asset to any family. The book is attractlve “ mgs can be made out of what the village
hlustrated copiously by attractive pictures which women use daily, and secondly, these objects are
will make it easy to follow and practise what is riot for home decoration only, they can fetch an

eing taught. income to the women.

jjpr-Si *astdS sibaLm tc s m

|  ° iliier Q»ality products of meghi |
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Literacy Campaign of the Bhartiya Vidya 
Pracharini Sabha, Indore

I ! f ' J  |T ^ ^ y g ^ ( B  j f  >7l i i iBBl M i ^ I  The Bhartiya Vidya Pracharni Sabha, Indore
conducted a 20-day training course in social and 
audio-visual education for about 100 workers in 

p*J W \ ?  L 8 Indore in May this year.
About 100 adult literacy centres—70 for women

The Sabha has urged the State Government to 
NATIONAL SOCIAL SERVICE SCHEME increase the allowance given to teachers for adult

OF THE MEERUT COLLEGE. h,etac>' wort frc"" Rs' 15 00 p-m' “  Rs' 30 00 p-m-
MEERUT

Various programmes of social education have B a c h e lo r ’s D eg ree  C o u rse  in
been undertaken by the N.S.S. Unit of the Meerut A d u l t  E d u c a tio n
College, Meerut to keep the peons cooks and The Department of Adult Education, University
community hall/NSS hall has been set up in the of Rajasthan, Jaipur has inv ted applications for
^  „ A___ ' • „ i u admission to one-year Bachelor s Degree Course inCollege Campus in which following activities are Aduk Education for the academic year 1972-73.
con uc e g y. The course intends to provide to the mature candi-
F C n s Pro'ect dates with an over-view of the field of adult cduca-

amPu 'l . . .  , „T__ tion and to develop improved general competence
In order to give an attractive look to the NSS and special ski]Is needed in the field.

hall a campus improvement project was undertaken. Persons with bachelor’s degree can apply for 
The front and back portion of the N.S.S. hall and its admission before July 7, 1972. Application forms 
neighbourhood was cleaned by removing the bushes, aiongwjth the prospectus can be had from the Head 
grass, brick bats etc. Every effort is being made of the Department of Adult Education, 
for campus beautification.

II. Adult Literacy Classes „ _  . . .  . ,
Adult T iteraev classes are run remilarlv for more of matenal of dally use- These activities can help ,, Adult Lteracyctasses arerunreguarly f °r “ ore t earn while they ]earn. Adults use their

than two hours per day. About thirty adults obtain , . , . , A -ti
the knowledge of 3R’s daily. Different educational leisure hours m Uiese actlvlties’
aids like model charts and pictures are used to deve- ,7T T , . T ...
lop the desirable learning experiences of adults. VL Lectures on Civic Life
Latest modern methods are used for teaching Lectures on sanitation, health and hygiene, bal- 
purposes. Books and stationery etc. has been anced diet, first aid, ashans and physical exercise, 
distributed to adults free of cost. They are assigned religious and moral values, right and duties of citi- 
home work which they complete in their leisure zens in democracy, eradication of social evils etc. are 
hours. NSS hall also serves as reading room. delivered to change the attitude of adults.

’ll Exhibition
In order to attract the adults towards NSS hall 

and its various activities a permanent arc! attractive 
exhibition of posters, models, pictures, charts, etc.
has been arranged. Adults are free to use these T /f| M A K E  T H E
exhibits during their learning process. 1 v  1 H  1

IV Recreational and Cultural Programmes NATION STRONG
Recreational programmes are undertaken so

often to relax the adults from fatigue of the day. M a k f i  t u l 6  P f id D iG  L ltG F U tG  cUlU
They are motivated tn give their full cooperation in r
conducting various activities of the NSS scheme. K n O W l6 ( jg 6 3 .h I ©

V. Work Experience
As suggested by Kothari Commission a number 

of activities of the work experience has been under­
taken. Adults are given training in the preparation
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The absolute number of illiterates in the world The YWCA of M ia , New Delhi, lias brought
is rising despite efforts since 1950 that have reduced 2u t. a book on “The Educated Women in Indian
the proportion of illiteracy among adults, according Society Today The book examines the situation
to Mr. Rene Maheu, Director-General of Unesco. relatlI\S t0 ecJual opportunities for education, gain­

ing access to employment which makes use of the
Speaking at the start of a ten-day meeting of the professional skills and the need for further education

International Consultative Committee on Literacy whlch would lead to the fuller participation of
at Unesco headquarters in Paris, Mr. Maheu said wo™5n "? s°cia1’ economic and political life,
that the illiteracy rate for the total adult population f The cloth-bound edition of thebook is available
has decreased from 44.3 percent to 34.2 per cent from Tata Mcgraw Hill Publishing Co. Ltd., New
between 1950 and 1970 and the number of literates PTe 16 d Parliament Street,
has increased from 979 to 1,504 million. New Delhl at Rs 24-00 Per C0P7-

Nevertheless, he reported, the number of adults 
who cannot read and write has risen from 700 to Public Library Aids
783 million. Hence a vast effort is needed, the Literacy Projects in Canada
success of which will largely depend on financ:al
Possibilities, he warned. The Toronto Public Library in Canada has placed

displays and collection boxes in its branches to
Unesco’s Experimental World Literacy encourage donations by the Canadian city’s book 

Programme has increased its enrolment of learners borrowers for literacy programmes in developing 
from 5,500 in 1967 to 400,000 and the number of countries. The money collected will be used to 
instructors from 200 to 8,500 Mr. Maheu said. purchase Unesco gift coupons which in turn enable

selected literacy projects to acquire teaching
Since 1968, 22 countries have initiated legislation materials.

on behalf of literacy, he told the committee at its -----------
opening session.

INCREASE IN WOMEN STUDENTS
The committee comprises 20 persons who met . ,  c , .. . - -  . , , ... ,

tinder the chairmanship of Mr. Rodolfo Baron ■ , , ucation Centres in England and Wales
Castro, Secretary-General of the Ibero-American iacrea^ d ^ ir enrol“  by 3.2 per cent m 1970.
Bureau of Education More than 90 per cent of the new students werewomen.

(Unesco Features) (Unesco Features)

Association’s Latest Publications
Manual for Adult Literacy Teachers

by N.R. Gupta 
Price Rs. 10.00; U.S. $ 2.75 
(Rs. 5.00 for IAEA members)

Adult Education in the Seventies 
Price Rs. 5.00; § 1.75 

(Rs. 2.50 for IAEA members)
Education for Perspective

by J.R. Kidd 
Price Rs. 24.00; § 6.00 

(Rs. 12.00 for IAEA members)
Adult Education for Parliam entary Democracy 

Price Rs. 5.00; § 1.75 
(Rs. 2.50 for IAEA members)

Copies from:
BUSINESS MANAGER

INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi-1.

CALL FOR VAST LITERACY EFFORT Book on Educated Women in Indian Society
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T T M IV F R ^IT IF S  AMU ADTTIT As l°nS as the emphasis was on developing
u m v c i v o i l i c o  M W  A iJU L .1 ...  industrial production, development of professional

(Continued from page 6) education was a vital necessity. Trained manpower
had to he found and, clearly, developing facilities for 

number of such professionally trained persons was technical education was the obvious way of doing so. 
less than 50,000 in 1947, the number today already When experience dictated a distinct modification of 
exceeds the one million mark. strategy of development, corresponding action in the

It needs no argument to show that professional educational field was not taken. Educational facili- 
education is much more costly than other types *ies the traditioaal universities continued to be 
of education. Even there, expansion has been pro- expanded. There was a slight contraction of facilities 
ceeding a pace and in terms of absolute numbers V?r technical^education but now a new thrust in the 
India has a student population of more than three direction of expanding medical education has got 
million today. What is more, the rate of expansion underway. The close and evolving relationship that 
over the last decade or so has been in the neighbour- ou§ 11 to exist between the strategy of development 
hood of 13% per year. It is not difficult to see that arr  . deployment of educational resources does 
if the present rate of expansion continues, before this aot exist tQday an<3 quite a few of the problems that 
decade is out India would have a student population country . ,s confronted with arise from this
of more than four million. absence of alignment between the two. In a sense

the situation has reached such a pass that unless 
Most of this expansion was in the urban sector there is an unmistakeable re-ordering of priorities 

and, comparatively speaking, the rural sector has further progress may get seriously jeopardized,
remained neglected To the extent that a good deal The rc.orderi of priorities can take two f 
of expansion m the field of professional education each inter.conriected with the other. One is to 
was directly related to the industrial programmes of moderate the expansion of professional and general 
the country, this expansion has been-productive in education to tl‘e point tj J  funds arc not wafted on
the best sense of the word. Around the mid-sixties it This is what is happening today but if the 
however when along with a recession in agriculture . y . . !
there also occurred a recession in industrial produc- t this mutt rfot n °T t re, urn on 1 s ,nvest‘ 
tion.it became obvious that a serious imbalance .  W ”’ ( T° ' kwas develonins and it was time to rarrv m.t extent that professional and general education have 

1 ^ it;-.] • , r c y a contribution to make to the growth of the country
corrective action. Within a couple of years came these sectors have to be maintained at a high level 
widespread unemployment amongst engineers and of competence. But when expenditure on this parti- 
though of late the situation has to some extent cuiar sePctor meets only a sPocial demand aPd -s

p e S edb s r s «  i s s s t J z  iJodoc,ive' * ci,an6e ° r
been a social and economic phenomenon in the y
country for quite some time, so much so that not so To reduce expenditure on this sector of education 
long ago the Government had to appoint a can he justified when it is accompanied by a parallel 
Committee to investigate this problem The committee move to strengthen the rural sector of education, 
has yet to submit its report. Whatever be the This as a matter of fact would represent the positive 
character and extent of its recommendations, the aspect of the re-ordering of priorities. This 
existing situation has already started causing disquiet reordering may be done notably in two important 
to economists. A leading Indian economist, respects. The first step should be to enable the 
Amritaya Sen, in his Shastri Memorial Lectures of agricultural universities to do what they are doing 
1969 called attention to what he called ‘the crisis in with greater vigour and to engage in a wider range 
Indian education.’ His main thesis that, relatively °f activities. The second step is to promote adult 
speaking, primary and secondary education are being education on a very wide front. To the extent that 
neglected and that tertiary education is being pam- the urge for adult education permeates wider and 
pered has not been challenged by any serious wider sections of society and institutional arrange- 
economist. In fact most people seem to agree that ments for the spread and sustenance of this move- 
funds have been diverted for tertiary education at ment are made, the returns from the efforts of 
the cost of other sectors of education. Tertiary agricultural universities would be quicker and surer, 
education goes to meet the needs and demands Their efforts will meet with better reception and will 
essentially of the urban classes whereas the rural êa^ to that basic transformation of rural economy
classes are unable to make themselves heard loud which is an important objective of social and
enough. In terms of social justice this disparity of economic planning,
investment is certainly deplorable. What the events
of the last few years have thrown into stark relief is V
the fact that, in terms of productivity, policies in the While a good deal has been said above about 
educational sector are working at cross-purposes agricultural universities, it is time to ask how and
with the strategy of development that the country where do the traditional universit ies fit into this
seems to be following. pattern of development. It is true that the bulk of
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popuiation (nearly two-thirds) hves m ihe country- details of this issue but it may be said in passing
e .and development of agriculture is, in that sense, that the universities are over-stretched in terms of

• jCia. tbe Nyhole Process °f development; yet resources, both financial and human, and to these
tw ^n- deve'opment C1S ecJual,Iy .important. In reasons, amongst others, can be traced their inability
tact this makes the role of arts and science universi- to function better
ties equally vital. While quite a few of these uni­
versities have some achievements to their credit, the Most traditional universities in the country are 
general picture today is one of disenchantment, performing only these two tasks. So far they have
There is hardly a university in the country which is not concerned themselves with the problems of the
not feeling chocked with numbers. Nor can any community in any meaningful and involved manner,
university claim with a sense of satisfaction that it Their indifference to sub-professional education and
is not burdened with organisational and administra- t0 adult education also derives largely from this
tive problems of a somewhat intractable nature. In mode of thinking and working. It is suggested that
these respects Indian universities are not particularly this continued indifference is hurting the universities
different from universities elsewhere. Only they are m so far as the universities have got into a groove,
different in their will to change and to improve Turning round and round in that groove is mTt help- 
things. In quite a few countries where universities mg the universities to break their sense of isolation 
are fighting for survival, their will to survive is more from the community. This withdrawn kind of 
or less unimpaired. In spite of several disabling feeling breeds two types of reactions. At one level 
handicaps they have a kind of vigour and assertion it leads to a feeling of irrelevance and non-involve- 
about them which go to suggest that with a change ment with the realities of life. At another level 
of social context the universities may once again it leads to a constant state of defensiveness. No 
become dynamic institutions. On the contrary, the wonder there is almost total absence of adventurous- 
Indian universities seem to suffer from a lack of n.ess and innovation. Altogether it is a difficult 
assertion, as if the will to live and struggle had been situation and at least one route of eseape open to 
sapped from within. It would be no exaggeration the Indian universities is to widen the areas of 
to say that the most unmistakeable index of the contact with the society around them, 
crisis of under-development is to be seen in the w , , . ,  .
crisis of the Indian university today Whether the universities should also concern

. . themselves with sub-professional education or not is
mere are two important ways in which this crisis a delicate point. Elsewhere they usually do not. 

can be met. One is through purely internal action. But given the Indian context this is likely to help the 
ne universities have to become more efficient and universities rather than hinder them. Middle level 

Purposeful instruments of academic progress by skills are scarce in every walk of life in the country, 
arrying-out reforms in their structure and mode of Management at the higher levels is innovative and 

organisation. No outside agency can help in any forward-looking in several respects but real good 
ignmcant way. Both the desire and the initiative management requires not only well trained and 
o reform themselves have to come from within the talented people at the top but equally well trained 

system. Several other countries have faced similar and competent people al the lower levels of 
situations in the past. In almost each case, though responsibility. Most social and economic pressures 
Picssures from outside did count for something, in are against competence at this level of functioning. 

ie ultimate analysis the process of regeneration had That is why there is all the more reason for the
0 come fr°m within the university system. universities to take a hand in the training of middle

The second step, though dependent on the first level PeoPle as wed-
difficnlf Fn th,k!!S Th16, -C™ClaI and P°ssi.bly more This however might be regarded as arguable by 
relevant nr m? ke edllcatl° a more some people. But the same cannot be said about
become n Tot ta,k of . relevance to life has adult education. Responsibility for adult education
Psen I n,,rnn«e’ inuindtn aSr n 0tKer C0UI?t.nes- is no longer regarded anywhere as a task which the
re il r  tin ,i i W‘ therefore be served by merely universities either cannot or should not handle. On 
and whftthf'LPTirH-e' ° ne has. to be m°.re specific the contrary, by now there is a very respectable 
concirt a n,dffn uni,w s ! iesi re d?ing may be tradition of universities assuming responsibility for 
onsidered under different head. When it comes to this kind of education as well. When this is the

K f r al educatlon’ thf universities are on the state of thinking in what are called developed coun- 
consider-Ildp^'n8 rfaS0-nab y We ' Tbo“gh tbere is tries, the case for under-developed countries under- 
cri i - J f° r iraP/ovement a"d there are taking this responsibility is almost unanswerable 
seem r , ,, sses 111 a fevv sectors’ the universities And yet the Indian universities have so far consis­
ting  o ^  Wd equ,pped t0 take, careT °f Problems tently, if not also resolutely refused to involve them- 
8ea rah „ - ; e rf ]U!red [°, solve‘ In thecaseof selves with the gamut of training and instruction 
a S i f  f 10!VCVer’ ie umversit.es are doing usually referred to as adult education. There arc
^  ' n t,SfaCt0ry J0,b’ J ' u  char! e of.11Telev'  stirri,1§s °f a new interest in this type of education
other L* ¥  ■ m°re apP o able ,here than in aiiy but the interest is so recent as also so perfunctory»er case, lhis is not the place to go into the that attention has to be called to it.
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What is probably more disputable is the proposi- CLOSER COOPERATION...
tion that the universities have a responsibility for (Continued from page 1)
the eradication of illiteracy as well. Perhaps the 1 J 1 6 J
answer is in the negative. There are other agencies shri Mathur said that the terminal concept of 
and ms itutions which are possibly better equipped . totally inadequate in the present social,
as well as better situated for imder aking h s economic and technological context. The explosion
responsibility. For the universities to seek to under- of knowledge, scientific inventions and refinement
take this additional responsibi l y mig 0f technology is the primary cause of this inadequacy
handicap and a distraction. because much of the information gathered in termi-

These are valid arguments and must be assented naj education gets dated. Therefore the concept of
to readily. But the universities have a responsibi- life-long education has been accepted in all parts
lity to the society which transcends the calculations Gf the WOrld
of who should do what Without the* ^versities He said that there was a close reiationship
actively involving f  *  between the adult education and the process of
literacy, who will a®swerqi«stionshke these, why economic development because man was the most
are we not winning thelm ttle agamstilhteracy? im tant factor in economic development. Adult
have we gwen enough attent on and Education should meet the needs of the people and
this task? have we followed the light strategy and § n be forced The ^ ulft wou]d
above all, how do we ensure that once a person has learn if learning has correlation with his work, he
been taught to read and write he does not lapse into , , , 6
illiteracy once again? In other words, literacy both
as a concept and as a technique has to be analysed Shri D.S. Misra, Director of Education, Delhi 
and studied, and no other agency can undertake this Administration, emphasised the importance of func-
task better than the universities. . tional literacy and farmers education programme in

„  . . c .. Delhi but desired that this type of education should
... GoingHa r ,  r S n ’ n ?  L /n tH Ip rha l mm mi be extended to industrial workers too. Poly-Valentliteracy and the creation of an intellectual commu- in DeIhi on the basis of a
mty has also to be analysed. The thesis advanced Polv.Valent centre jn Bombay.
here has been that there is an intimate ^ .
connection between the strength of the university He said that the Indian Adult Education
system in a country and the extent of literacy to be Association and the Delhi Adult Education Associa-
foundinit. The existence of a numerous and alive tion should provide guidance to the official agencies
intellectual community provides the connecting link working in the field of adult education in Delhi.
between the university and the society. Such a Dr. N.A. Ansari, Deputy Director, Directorate
community comes into being in a society where 0f Adult Education, proposed a vote of thanks.
literacy is almost universal. The experience of other
countries which are ahead of India in the race for
development strongly suggests that literacy cannot Office-Bearers
be taken for granted nor can the universities prosper The c onference concluded after unanimously 
in the absence of a literate society. re-electing Shri Hans Raj Gupta as President, Shri

The process of development follows a ruthless S.P. Milind as General Secretary and Vimal Kumar 
logic of its own. Literacy, the creation of an intel- Jain as Treasurer for a two-year term. Other office- 
lectual community and a strong and vigorous univer- bearers were also elected, 
sity system are all inter-connected. The Indian uni­
versities seem to have assumed that growth within ———  -----_____— --- — —— ——------—-
their limited sector was possible without simulta- . . r . . , T. .
neous growth in other related sectors. As the extent, as escapist conception of their role. Ifi
experience of the last few decades has shown, this we.re genuine elitism there might have been som^
assumption is open to serious objection. Indeedit point to it. But the kind of elitism which is to be
would not be too much to say that a pre-condition found among Indian universities is either a symptom
for their survival is that the universities reach out of deficient vitality or of misp aced priorities. Thes
to the community. Once they decide to do this, it priorities now require to be changed. The whole
will make their task more meaningful and their philosophy of adult education res s upon the belief 
functioning more vigorous. that changes in knowledge, skills and attitudes a

crucial to the process of development. It is largely 
because India has been neglecting the development 

VI of these skills and attitudes that development has
Commitment to adult education is thus to be been slow, haphazard and utterly inadequate

looked upon not as something peripheral but as t0 lhe needs of t te country.
central to the mission of Indian universities. What It is time for Indian universities to re-educate 
the universities are doing today is in jeopardy partly themselves about their objectives as well as their 
because the universities have an elitist and, to that priorities.
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Unesco Plans Population Education Drive
in Asia

UNESCO may launch an eight-year programme, — ——— —  — — ”
beginning from 1973, for co-operation in the T h ir d  In te r n a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  on
development of Asian education, including the 

establishment of a population education institute. s tu iu i  r^auca tion
It is proposed to provide assistance for the deve- The third international conference on adult edu- 

lopment of population education in the Asian region cation in the context of life-long education, convened 
through mobile team of population education by UNESCO will be held in Tokyo from July 25 to 
specialists. In India, the television production and /  , , , , ■ , ,
studio technical operation training centre, Poona, Au§ust 7> 1972- It will study the trends in the field 
will be given assistance. An Asian centre of educa- during the last decade, consider the functions of 
tional innovation for development will be established adult education in the context of life-long education 
at Bangkok. and review the strategies of educational development

The function of the Asian centre will be to in respect of adult education, 
stimulate innovation in education through a network
of national institutions, co-ordinate and support Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta, President of the Indian 
studies and programmes of regional interest under- Adult Education Association and Dr. S.N. Saraf, 
taken by national institutions, arrange for advisory Direct0I% Adult Education, Ministry of Education, 
and technical services to be made available to par- ^  f tQ 5e India-S delegates at the World 
ticipating national institutions, promote atyjt support 
interchanges of staff and experience among the Conference.
national institutions in the network. —---------  ■■■............ ...................... ...... .—-



LINKING ADULT EDUCATION WITH LIFE
L.N. Gupta

W 7E ARE in the midst of Second Development education is now being considered as investment in 
W  Decade, term which is mainly used with refer- human capital. Direct correlation between adult 

ence to developing countries or the ‘Third education and increase in Gross National Product 
World’. There are about 800 million adult illiterates has been ascertained by studies. How literate agri­
in the world, approximately half of all the men and culturists and workers can reduce wastage, can 
women over 15 years of age. If masses of school understand improved methods and techniques and 
children who do not attend school are also taken how under-employed millions can ensure better 
into account, we reach total of 1000 million illiterates earnings can be easily imagined. Apart from the 
or one-third of the World’s population. Surprisingly economic field, adult literacy has to play a major 
total number of illiterates world over is increasing, role in bringing about a more harmonious and just 
The great illiterate zones coincide with developing social order, in which literacy is not the monopoly 
areas: Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Even in the of selected few, in which literacy does not degenerate 
highly developed countries, percentage of illiterates into an instrument of exploitation, in which the 
is somewhere between 0 to 10. India, Pakistan, slogan of equality of opportunity and bridging of 
countries of the Middle East and North Africa are gulf between have and have-not becomes a reality, 
the worst pockets of illiteracy, which is around 75 It is only through adult literacy that democracies of 
per cent. Generally speaking, adult illiteracy is more emerging nations can be a reality. In the long run, 
pronounced among women-folk. The developed it will be the medium of throwing up correct type of 
countries have succeeded in removing this scourge in leadership, which is so much wanted in big demo- 
the second half of the nineteenth century and the cracies like India. Prof. Gunnar Myrdal in his 
early twentieth century. Every student of economics Asian Drama has held the view that since the 
knows that developed countries had reached height initial conditions of the Asian countries “ are far less 
of economic advancement in conditions which were favourable in many respects than those of the West, 
much different from what are obtainable for deve- they need not rely on the slow process of successive 
loping countries. Britain cashed upon exploitation generations of school children to new ideas and 
of colonies, U.S.A. had vast resources hitherto un- attitudes but must make a determined effort to 
tapped, Soviet Union started off with Great October educate adults. And since national attitudes, as well 
Revolution and other countries took full advantage as ignorance and lack of skills, among the adult 
of the innovations shooting offlndustrial Revolution, population tend to thwart efforts to teach the young, 
Broadly speaking in the developed countries, econo- adult education also has an additional instrumental 
mic growth preceded elimination of adult illiteracy, value, as a means of increasing the effectiveness of 
As against this, during last two decades or so, there child education.” 
have been revolutionary changes in economic, politi­
cal, social and technological fields, New nations with The process of removing cobwebs of illiteracy has 
new aspirations have emerged. Direct political been going on since long, more particularly since 
domination has become a story of the past. Barriers 1950 when UNESCO launched a first crusade for 
of distance are breaking. International agencies promotion of fundamental education and economic 
have taken upon themselves the task of making development. In 1965, out of Tehran Conference, 
world a better place to live in. One witnesses stag- emerged new strategy of functional literacy i.e. a 
gering explosion of knowledge in the developed areas programme which has a direct bearing on training 
of the world. It is in this setting that we have to and professional skills of individuals; its aim being 
pause and think whether we can afford to ignore human progress through economic development. In 
this problem, which is a major constraint on econo- fact, just like‘education,’ ‘adult education’ has so 
mic development of any developing country, more so many facets that now it has been realised by special- 
Indiu. Should we continue to believe that as ists that it does not merely mean teaching of three 
European Industrial Revolution, of the 19th Century R’s. Then there are those who have left schools at
could be carried out with illiterate labour force, let early age, who may be called “relapsed students.”
us not be in hurry and wait for the country to reach Whether the concept of adult education has been 
a particular level of economic development, from correctly understood by the educators in the field is a 
which will automatically flow panacea for over- different matter, 
coming such problems. Fortunately, there has been
greater awareness about undoubted advantages of a India’s problem in this field is colossal—roughly 
crusade against illiteracy. Expenditure in adult 3 out of 4 of our teaming millions have to be drawn 

- . out of darkness. It is a happy augury that educa-
" " " “  tion ists an d  social w orkers o f  the coun try  have

The author is Director, Pi imary and Secondary Education, sta rted  evincing keen in terest in  the task  o f  tran s- 
Govcrnment of Rajasthan, Bikaner ' fo rm ing  under-privileged classes o f  society, The pace
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of progress has been slow partly due to paucity of create interest in them to learn. It is possible that in 
finances and partly because of mistakes committed due course these children may favourably mould the 
in the process of implementation of various attitude of their mothers and other members of 
programmes. This raises certain important issues family. Similarly, have we thought of providing 
which need careful consideration. How are we books to adult illiterate trainees, which they may 
treating adult illiterates? Their personality is not to like to read during leisure hours. There has to be 
be misjudged. Be he an ordinary worker in factory or an automatic system of follow up at home. Here, 
a poor cultivator, he is endowed with strong common due consideration will have to be given to their 
sense, he has vast experience at his command, he interest, folk tales, religious writings etc. All this is 
knows to reason and unless he is treated as such, not an easy job to do, but it needs immediate atten- 
this programme cannot go very far. This attitude is tion because we are dealing with matured persons 
a key to gaining confidence of adults, whom we wish with a high level of common sense and nothing can 
to educate. be thrust upon them without giving due considera­

tion to their likes and dislikes. Let our programme 
The important factor is ‘motivation.' You cannot be realistic even from the point of view of timings— 

teach a man who does not want to learn. You have these will vary from region to region in a State "like 
to make him realise that education will help him to Rajasthan traditional migration of human and cattle 
earn more, to improve his standard of living, to population will have to be taken into account; 
become a more active associate in developing the number of hours of teaching in a year will have to 
economy. This is the most difficult and tricky job. be fixed on a realistic basis—on an average it should 
It is in this reference that the concept of ‘functional not be more than 200 hours.
literacy’ has emerged. It is not possible to lay down In some countries of the world, ‘functional 

1 au j âst guidelines for this purpose. But, to literacy’ programme has been linked with special 
,Y  rni.n ’ oae °f 1 ie waYs 111 which this problem can projects of economic development . In Rajasthan too, 

so ved is to woik on a selective basis after Jaipur district has been chosen for this purpose, 
thorough study of resources, conditions and attitudes This apart, could we not think of taking up this 

ainable in the area of operation. There is no programme in Rajasthan Canal Project area or 
p in t  m making any claim of launching adult literacy similar project areas in other States where new 
IimW in a univcisaj 11l1iaiinc(r, aiu fritter away venues of development will be opened in due course,

, icsouices available for the purpose. Those where co-ordinated effort of a sort of regional deve- 
, ° iave practised adult education have felt that to lopment is being made and where landless persons, 

8111 W h ‘V S c°ncentrate on roughly 20 the c]ass which requires our help the most are being
P J;. cent adult illiterates of a selected area than rehabilitated? The educational programme must 

c mg ambitious plan of 100 per cent coverage. interpret results of such changes and prepare the

which „eeds serious consider* ion J H *  'b°e ' S S i i  S 3 £  woTSl'o'r S
S tate  S y " i „ £ S ? 1 Wto ThouTd “  S u n  educal0,r « •  f  technologist, engineer, techni- •I,.. . , . - Y , , „ ‘ „ cian and generalist administrator. I would, how-llhterate be interested in primers or textbooks? Can ct -P „ r „ .• , . c ., . i ,•, . . , . , , , , ever, stuke a note ot caution about functionalwe not evolve literature which includes words and n, , • , . “
phrases normallv used bv adult i l l i ten tes  in a written literacy programmes and pilot projects let us not Phrases normally used by adult illiterates m a written be swayed by occupational bias and frequent visits 
symbohsation. The other day I had seen an Adult , 4 ■ \ .\i, T *, ^  „ i i  ... , ■ ol teams ol experts because we have experienced inWomen Literacy Centre where lessons on stitching, _„ct thc,t .

s f \ ' o ° &  S r ™ " bencmf z ?
S a s s u  * * * in
it not possible to make use of rich heritage of oral influential se rbnn  n f  !n c<?n d l[*o n s>
poetry which interests men and women folk alike? • T ern-be 1C society is the main bene- 
Although it is not possible to use various dialects of f ,mVt'innnl iitm  onguart against the danger ot 
different areas within a geographical area, yet it ^ n i m n a n  n  T 6 H*C° T g P J fel.Y
would be foolhardy to ignore the language of S '  S  ™  t ^  emphasis
common usage completely. How far have we made ™ s“c 1 b a a c ' f ““  ‘° make 8°°f felJ°w
me of audio-visual aids is also a point to ponder? It stomacbs L t in g  without economic u p lif f  LeTus 
>s not uncommon that children accompany adult „ns,]ro H
jlliterates, particularly women, when they come to ‘material starvation’, brains are not le f ^ s L v e S  
literacy centres. It should be admitted that such because ultimatel <brain, wi„ be |hc molivating 
ch ldren do not go to schools otherwise, by sheer force in bri j about a new socia, ord 
<orce of economic conditions. Can we not do some- 6 b
thing to keep engaged such children by providing ™ e have talked about co-ordination o! adult 
Ihem toys, picture books and the like so that we literacy programme with economic development, 
succeed in goading them to go to schools or at least (Continued on page 9)
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Political Illiteracy in Some Villages
in Indore

(A Research Study)
Florence Jacob

Introduction 4. Do you have any suggestions that you will like
_ _ , to give to your candidate if he wins? Yes/No.Eradication of political illiteracy from among the 

adult men and women is very necessary for the 5 Do know what are t]lese? 
successful functioning of democracy in India. A . „
largely uneducated and illiterate electorate poses w  The constitution ol India,
far-reaching social and political problems in the (b) Democracy?
working of democracy, because he is unable to /-r\ vidlnn Snhhn'?
participate in the process of government in a
meaningful way. Therefore, it is essential that adult (d) Au opposition party:
education should be oriented to promote democracy (e) Where would your candidate go after
and development. winning the election?

To find out the political backwardness among 6. Does you illiteracy bring any difficulties or
the illiterates, this study was undertaken by the inconveniences to you at the polling booth. 
Bhartiya Vidya Pracharni Sabha, Indore. Yes/No.

Objectives 7- Who is Indira Gandhi?

The study was designed to answer the following Methodology 
questions:

With a view to find out answers to the foregoing
1. Why did you caste your vote for your candidate? questions data were collected from 1000 persons

ta) For his election svmboP (men and women in efiual proportions) in five
7 . villages which lie within a radius of five miles from

(b) Personal contacts of the candidate. Indore. The personal interviews were conducted
(c) For his service to the public? immediately after two days of the Vidhan Sabha
(d) For his personal qualities? elections. Social workers and village school teachers

. 9 ‘ conducted the interviews. The questions were
(ej Eor lus caste. explained to the interviewees in their own dialects.
(f) Any other reason?

. .... , , , ,  j o The Agewise distribution of the voters is given2. What helped you m taking your decision? ° below jn Table j
(a) Election campaign of the party workers?
(b) Personal contacts of the candidate? TABLE I
(c) Request of the family members? Age-Group Number Percentage
(d) By hearing speeches in the public meetings?
(e) Any other factor? 1. 20-29 204 20.4

2. 30-39 306 30.6
3. If your candidate is elected, what are your  ̂ 4n 4q 90S g

expectations from him? ‘ ° c
(a) Improvement of your personal welfare?
(b) Progress of your village?
(c) Progress of your State? 6- above 70 J l ° _
(d) Any other expectation? Total... 1000 100.00

Major Findings
Mrs. Jacob is Director and Secretary oj the ] 95 per cent of the voters said that they d°

Bhartiya Vidya Pracharni Sabha, Indore. not know why they voted for their candidate. They
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know nothing about political parties, the candidate where the candidate would represent them after 
and they have never seem him. Three per cent were winning the election, 
guided by the symbol and two percent voted on
caste consideration. 6. 90.3 of the voters felt that they had no

inconvenience in voting and that their ignorance was
2. 75 per cent of the voters said that they voted no impediment to them at the polling booth. In fact

because the others went to vote. They had to cast many su'd that it was a pleasure for" them to vote
their vote so they did. 25 per cent however cast and they did so most willingly.
their votes on being urged by the family and also by
friends. Nobody came to meet them and they have 7. About 60 per cent of the voters did not know 
no time to listen to speeches and of course they who was Indira Gandhi. The answers to question
cannot read newspapers. No. 7 are given below in Table 3.

3. 90 per cent of the villagers said that the TABLE 3
winning candidate must work for the good of the
village and for its betterment specially for develop- Answers to question 7
ing roads, making the talab pucca, improving drain­
age and for constructing laterines. Only two per Answers Answered by Percentage
cent wanted some benefits done for their personal
welfare. Three per cent of the voters only felt that 1. She is our leader 183 18.3
they had no expectations and that they do not 2 She is our Minister 111 111
care. ' “

3. I do not know 601 60.1
4. 55 per cent were of the opinion that they 4. She is the Prime

must do for the good and welfare of all. The others Minister 30 3.0
had no suggestions to offer. 5. Other answers 75 7.5

5. (a to d): The majority know nothing about Total 1000 100 00
these. Only a negligible number said that it is
Indira Gandhi’s rajjorjantaka raj. Section (e) was Only 18.3 per cent acknowledged her as their 
however answered by the majority as indicated in ieader but then only 11.1 per cent knew her as only 
rable -  a Minister and a partly 3 as the Prime Minister.

TABLE 2 The other answers signify nothing more than the
political slumber of these unfortunate people.

Classification on the basis of answers to 5 (e)
, . , , „  ConclusionsAnswers Answered by Percentage

When such is the states of affair in the villages
1. Will go to Delhi 158 15.8 which have such a close airinity to a large city, what
2 Will on to Rhnml 104 10 4 must be the political plight of the people who reside2. Will go to Bhopal 104 10.4 in remote villages which are more or less cut off
3. I do not know 555 55.5 from the influences and affluences of the city life?
4. He may go anywhere 177 17.7
5. Will live in Indore 6 .6 ™ S Hy shorWS , that, , !!ere is a Sreatneed tor the liquidation of political illiteracy among

the masses in the country. The parliamentary 
Total 1000 100.00 democracy can function properly only when masses

can participate effectively in its working. In this 
55 per cent did not know, 17.7 per cent said he study it is clear that people have participated in 

may go anywhere. 15.1 thought that he would go elections just as they did on other occasions, festivals 
to Delhi and 10.4 that he would go to Bhopal. A and other celebrations, 
negligible few or .6 percent were of the opinion that
he would slay in Indore. The first reply can be Untiring efforts are, therefore, needed to educate 
taken in the same negative connotation which means the people so that the parliamentary democracy 
that 71.3 percent are ignorant and do not know functions smoothly in this country.
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Introduction

FIELD extension workers have always been the 
butt of criticisms and more so during recent years. 

The general complaint levelled against them is 
that they are not discharging their jobs effectively. 
There are many who have the strong feeling that it 
is the extension workers who are responsible for 
failure of the Community Development Programme 
in achieving the desired objectives. But very few 
try to know the limitations which act as barriers in 
efficient and effective functioning of extension 
workers. This idea led to the planning of a study 
to determine the limitations experienced by Block 
Agricultural Officers and Village Level Workers in 
discharging their jobs effectively.

. Methodology
Barriers to  Efficient Functioning The study was made in the District of Bhagalpur

in Bihar. The data were collected from 16 Block 
Agricultural Officers and 107 Village Level Workers 
through a mailed questionnaire.

of A comprehensive list of limitations experienced 
by extension workers in discharging their jobs effec­
tively was prepared on the basis of previous work, 
personal experience, discussion with experts and 

L 1 informal interviews with extension workers in the
field. In all 28 important limitations were finally 
selected for this study. The respondents were asked 
to rate the importance of each limitation on a five- 
point scale on the basis of their experiences. The 
five points of the rating scale with their numerical 
values given in parenthesis were strongly agree (5), 
Agree (4), undecided (3), disagree (2) and strongly 
disagree (1). The total score for each limitation 
was computed by adding the individual scores for 

_ that limitation. The limitation with the highest
R.P. Singh and C.K. Ambastha score was considered to be the most important and

the one with the lowest score as the least important.

Findings
The list of 28 limitations was administered to the 

sample B.A.Os. and V.L.Ws. and they were asked to 
indicate their agreement or disagreement with each 
limitation on a five-point scale. By assigning weights 
to different points in the scale, the individual mean 
rating scores were worked out and accordingly all 
the limitation were ranked in order of importance. 
The mean rating score and the rank order for each 
limitation is shown in Table 1 (on the next page) for 
the B. A.Os. and V.L.Ws. separately.

As it appears from Table 1, the two most 
important limitations that the B.A.Os. experienced

--------------—— - — ------------------ -------------- ---------- in discharging their jobs effectively were (1) “ engage-
. p, „ r . „ ment in other than their own departmental jobs”

Education at* the Haryana"Agdcultura?^^^ and (2) “ t0° niany other multifarious jobs like office
(Haryana). work, attending to visiting higher authorities and

Mr. C.K. Ambastha isaPh.D. student of Agricultural others-!’ ‘‘Lack of sufficient powers and authority
Extension at Indian Agricultural Research Institute, to discharge heavy responsibilities” and “Lack oi
New Delhi. ’ appreciation for good work” were ranked by them
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TABLE 1
Rank order comparison of the limitations experienced by B.A.Os. and V.LAVs. in 

discharging their jobs efficiently

B.A.Os. V.L.Ws. Over-all
SI. Limitations ---------------------- - ~  '
No. Mean Mean Mean

score Rank score Rank score Rank

1. The allocation of fund for agricultural develop­
ment programme is inadequate 4.25 12 4.00 18 4.03 17

2. The financial allocation for agricultural pro­
gramme is not intimated timely 3.87 20 4.21 9.5 4.16 10

3. There is lack of facilities for inservice and
professional training to extension workers 3.37 8.5 4.03 16 4.08 15

4. Extension workers are under triarchial control 
of administrators, technical officers and
politicians 4.62 5 4.08 15 4.15 11.5

5. Extension workers have too many other multi­
farious jobs like office work, attending
meetings, attending to visiting higher authori- „ .
ties and others 4.87 2 4.39 3 4.45 1

6. There is no proper and timely guidance from
the.higher authorities including technical experts 3.37 27 4.70 26 .■’.66 -6

7. Administrative procedures are very rigid 3.31 10.5 4.11 12.5 4.13 13
8. Production requisits are not supplied timely 3.75 22.5 3.91 *0 3.89 22.5
9. The work load of an extension worker is heavy 3.75 22.5 4.43 1 4.35

10. Extension workers lack sufficient powers and
authority to discharge their heavy responsi- _ .
bilities 4.81 3 4.31 7 4.37 5

11. There are no facilities for keeping extension 
workers well acquainted with the latest
research findings 4.18 13.5 4.28 8 4—7 8

12. There is lack of co-ordination among the sister
departments like Agriculture, Co-operative, „ , „ „„
Animal Husbandry, etc. 4.18 13.5 3.84 23 ..89 22.5

13. There is frequent transfer of field extension
workers from one place to another 3.43 26 3.46 27 3,47 27

14. Transport and communication facilities in the
area of operation are poor 4.43 7 4.42 2 4.42 3

15. The area of operation for one extension
worker is two large 3.56 25 4.09 14 4.02 18

16. There are undue and unwarranted interfer­
ence from administrators and political leaders 4.50 6 4.21 9.5 4—4

17. Every village is divided into groups 4.31 10.5 4.37 4 4.36
18. Instructors from higher authorities are often

vague and contradictory 3.81 21 3.92 19 3.91 ~0
19. The village people have no cc-operative

attitude 4.00 17.5 3.89 -.1 3.91 20
20. The village organisations such as Panchayats 

and Cooperatives have no cooperative attitude
and lack initiative and competence for Com- ^
munity Development Programme 4.37 8.5 4.02 17 4.07
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B.A.Os. V.L. Ws. Over-all
No. Limitations Mean Mean Mean

score Rank score Rank score Rank

21. The inspecting officers have always fault­
finding tendency 3.93 19 4.11 12.5 4.09 14

22. There is no proper coordination among the
staff members 4.06 16 3.71 25 3.75 25

23. The higher authorities have autocratic
attitude 4.00 17.5 4.17 11 4.15 11.5

24. There is lack of free communication between
subordinates and superiors 4.12 15 3.87 22 3.91 20

25. Higher authorities have harassing rather than
helping attitude 3.68 24 3.83 24 3.81 24

26. There is no appreciation for good work 4.68 4 4.35 6 4.39 4
27. Technical officers lack proper subject-matter

knowledge, experience and competence 2.68 28 2.35 28 2.39 28
28. Extension workers are engaged in other than

their own departmental jobs. 4.93 1 4.36 5 4.43 2

Rank order correlation R=0.6057 
Significant at 0.01 level.

as their third and fourth limitations respectively. Considering the overall rankings of different 
The limitation that was given fifth rank in order of limitations by the two groups of extension personnel 
importance concerned “ triarchial control of adminis- taken together, we find that some of the most 
trators, technical officers and politicians.” The important limitations included (1) “too many other 
three limitations that were considered comparatively multifarious jobs like office work, attending meetings, 
least important included (1) “ lack of proper subject attending to visiting higher authorities and others,” 
matter knowledge, experience and competence”, (2) “engagement in other than their own depart-
(2) “ lack of proper and timely guidance from the mental jobs”, (3) “Jack of transport and communi- 
higher authorities including technical experts” and cation facilities in the area of operation”, (4) “ no
(3) “frequent transfer of field extension workers appreciation for good work” and (5) “ lack of suffi-
from one place to another.” cient powers and authority to discharge their heavy

responsibilites” . Other limitations that they consi- 
As the V.L.Ws. felt the most important limitation dered relatively least important were: (1) “lack of

in successful discharge of their jobs was “heavy proper subject matter knowledge, experience and 
workload” followed, in order by “poor transport competence” (2) “frequent transfer of field extension 
and communication facilities,” “ too many other workers”, (3) “lack of proper and timely guidance 
multifarious jobs like office work, attending meetings, from the higher authorities including technical 
attending to visiting higher authorities and others,” experts”, (4) “ lack of proper coordination among 
“village groupism’ and “engagement in other than the staff members” and (5) “harassing attitudes of 
their own departmental jobs.” The three jobs that higher authorities” , 
they considered comparatively least important were 
(1) “ lack of proper subject matter knowledge,
experience and competence’’, (2) “frequent transfer It has been accepted on all hands that the most 
of field extension workers from one place to another” important job of extension workers is to educate 
and (3) “ lack of proper and timely guidance from their clientele. But since the extension workers are 
the higher authorities including technical experts”, engaged in multifarious jobs including too much of 
Apparently, there appeared to be some differences in paper work and attending to inspecting officers, 
the importance ratings of different limitation by the educational aspect of the programme has been 
two groups of extension personnel. But the statisti- receding to the background. Even in several evalua- 
cal result confirmed similarity between the two tion reports, it has repeatedly been pointed out that 
groups in assigning ranks to different limitations. such multifarious jobs take much of the time of
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extension workers and with the result, they devote S u k h a d ia  I n a u g u r a t e s  C i r c l e  L i b r a r y  
little time to their educational job. . ® J

A circle library was inaugurated by Shri 
The effectiveness of an organization is related Mohanlal Sukhadia, Governor of Mysore in Kem-

directly to the degree to which desired action is ™agundi in Mysore. The Library has been started
secured through stimulation and inversely to the ,, u My.sore State Adult Education Council in 
degree through which it is secured through collaboration with Department of Horticulture.
command. This is an important principle of Shri K.S. Mallikarjuna Swamy, former President 
administration. But the higher authorities have a of the Mysore Council and the Minister for Deve-
general tendency to officialise and bureacratise the lopment and Social Welfare, in his presidential
programme of agricultural development which is address said that the Mysore Council would have
most unfortunate. They give little freedom to their a sound base when the Statutory Board was estab-
subordinates to work on their own initiative accord- lished.
ing to the needs and interests of the people. Their _______
undue and unwarranted pressure kills the initiative
of the subordinates who feel frustrated and disap- Vocational Training and Development
pointed. They have no enthusiasm, no zeal and a tt o
zest for discharging their jobs. They make it a point . An ILU *{rochure
to just comply with the orders of their superior The International Labour Office in Geneva has
officers. recently published a brochure entitled “ Vocational

Training and Development” which describes, with 
The executive officers arc not expected to only examples the broad expansion of vocational training

issue instructions and pass orders but also to provide !n Eie world in recent years and the role of the ILO
suitable conditions which facilitate smooth function- effort.
ing of extension workers. In actual practice, how- Copies of the pamphlet can be had free of charge 
ever, we find a different picture. The executive from Public Information Branch, International
officers have generaly a fault-finding tendency with- Labour Office, CH 1211, Geneva 22, Switzerland
out looking to the limitations and problems of the
field workers. Such tendency must go and give way —  ---- “------------ - ------------- - ——■ —=—
to effective leadership on the part of executive » • , • .• . . T0fijcers. r  1 Linking Adult Education with Life

(Continued from page 3)
One important problem that has been a serious c  , . ,. .

bottleneck in day to day functioning of extension Equally important is co-ordination with economic
workers is undue and frequent political interference, and social reforms. All of us know, how economic
Against the principle of administration that a man ana so?'a unbalances exercise indirect influences
can not serve two masters at a time, block extension 0,1 vanous programmes, however, planned those
personnel are under triarchial control, technical rr?a^ , ^ a§ine an adult educator trying to con-
control of their respective technical officers, adminis- uin?e aJ anr ess agriculturist, who is being exploited
trative control of B.D.O., and political control of °y t0 'derate. Think of persuading
non-officials. The personnel receiving instructions ^,jca cc:„ j°w-caste men to join literacy centres,
and orders from two or more officers at a time are ^  iat WI" be tlie reaction ot such underprivileged
bound to become inefficient, ineffective, irresponsible persons. They would first like to be convinced 
and confused. about the methods evolved by Government or

Society to put an end to the disqualifications with 
A .. . . . , . which they have been forced to suffer for a long time
As the extension personnel in this study pointed Such examples can be multiplied. It is in this field

out, one of their important problems was that they that concrete and co-ordinated efforts are required
had responnbihtes without corresponding authorities, so that the down-trodden also feel that they are

ijs is again against the principle ot administration, equal partners in nation building.
Unless the extension workers are given sufficient
authority to discharge the responsibilities, result will The success of any programme depends upon 

turally be disappointing. financial resources and good teams of instructors.
We shall also have to mobilise senior students to 

The analysis of problems that the B A.Os. and work for the scheme and create better understanding
X L.Ws. are confronted with in discharging their among elders. Obviously, we cannot get what we
jobs effect vely suggests that something has to be want in one stroke. Keeping in view the limitations
done to find solutions to these problems to the of finance and paucity of trained instructors, need
extent possible. Unless this is done, we can not less to emphasise howsoever limited be our sphere
expect them to accomplish the expected results. of operation, we should face hard facts of life than

plan sitting in an ivory tower.
— Teacher Today 
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INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION 
Receipts and Payments Account for the year

R E C E I P T S
Balance as on 1.4.70:

Cash in hand 339.61
With Stale Bank of India 13,573.19 13.91--80

Grant from various States:
Madhya Pradesh (69-70) 500.00
Mysore (69-70) ~ 500.00
Orissa (69-70) 500.00
Delhi (69-70) 500.00
Madhya Pradesh 50Q-0Q 2,500-00

Membership Fees:
Institutional Fees ™
Individual fees
Life Membership fees 1 >981.00

Sale of Literature:
English Journal:

Subscription Ancnn 4001 CQ
Advertisement 105.00 >

Hindi Journal:
Subscription Sin O 2 109-77Advertisement 51U- 0 ■

Shafique Memorial: 000-00
Rent ’

Nehru Literacy Fund:
Souvenir 3,737.50
Contribution } >221.50
Interest 1.393.23 6,352-23

National Seminar and Conference:
Grant from Min. of Edn. and Y. Services (69-70) 2,400.00
Grant from Min. of Edn. and Y. Services 5,450.00
Delegation Fees 880-00 8’730-°0

Grant from Central Board of Workers Education: 191-10
Round Table Conference:

Grant from Min. of Edn. and Y.S. 860-00
English and Hindi Journals:

Grant from Min. of Edn. and Y.S. 25,200-00
Manual on Literacy:

Grant from Min. of Edn. and Y.S. 6,750-00
Training Courses: (ITB Personnel)

Registration fee 1,180.00
Books and Stationery fees 3,000.00 4,180-00

Staff Provident Fund: (Others)
Interest , 1 1

The Central Bank of India: (S.P.F.) °67-J9
Interest on Staff Reserve Fund: i-n o ’oi
Interest on Short Term Fixed Deposit: 8, / 08-83
Staff Welfare Fund:

Loan received back 684.00
Interest 32.55 716-55

Sru enir: 1,272-50
S 'a t Provident Fund:

Office Contribution 1,613.00
Staff Contribution 1,613.00

3,226.00
Interist 234 10

3,460.10
Less: Paid to the Staff 410.72 3,049-38

The Bank of India: (1 ixed Deposit)
Interest 825.00
fixed Deposit 3,000.00 3,825-00

Miscellaneous:   \29-15
Total: Rs- 1,84,424-23



ASSOCIATION, NEW DELHI 
ending from April, 1970 to March 31,1971

P A Y M E N T S
Office Expenses:

Establishment 7,198.96
Telephone 2,145.13
Printing and Stationery 595.00
Entertainment 442.05
Furniture and Repairs 1,956.03
Conveyance 1,577.20
Audit Fee 750.00
Postage 492.91
Bank Commission 65.82
Miscellaneous 471.40 15,694-50

Shaiique Memorial Building:
Insurance 313.50
Repair Charges 1,264.70
Electricity, Water and Maintenance 473.36
Property Tax 14,704.10 16,755-66

Publications: oo’s7«"rs
English Journal: ?o 74S 34Hindi Journal: fO,745-34
Organising Secretary: i3,5uy-55
Nehru Literacy Fund:

Interest on F.D.R. 1,393.23
Expenses on N.L. Award 2,678.30 4,071-53

Affiliation Fees:
ASPB of Adult Education (1969-70 and 70-71) 1,000.00
1FWE Associations (69-70) 635.30
Central Institute of Res. and Trg. in P. Cooperation 
(69-70 and 70-71) 100.00
Population Council of India 100.00 i,655-31)

National Seminar and Conference; ^268-39
Farmers Education Thru Corres. Course: VaIo
JHA Library: 2,9no
One Day Camps: 200-82
Manual on Literacy: 4 oq os
Workshop on Family Planning:
Dr. Zakir Husain Lecture: Vaoaoa
Training Courses: (ITB Personnel) 2’ -̂T^a
Staff Provident Fund: (Others) 43-49
Central Bank of India: (S.P.F.)

Paid to CSDS 857-99
Staff Welfare Fund: 240-00
Staff Reserve Fund: Fixed Deposit
Fixed Deposit: (Short Term) 8,707-96
The Bank of India:

Fixed Deposit 3,825.00
In Saving Account 3,460.10

7,285.10
Less: Paid 410.72 6,874-38

Cash in Hand & with Bank:
Cash in hand 655.22
With State Bank of India 16,145.26 16,800-48

Total: Rs. i,84,424-23
In terms of our s-ipr-ratc report of even date

Sd/- (V. Sahai & Co.) Chartered Accountants



Adult Education in Punjab B efore Independence
Megh Raj Eansal

Department o f Education and Community Services, Punjabi University, Patiala.

Beginning of Adult Education in Punjab - ~  " "
The beginning of adult education in Punjab was Year ^ ° ' ° f  No. of

made by the voluntary associations in the eighties Centres Adults
of the nineteenth century. The voluntary a sso c ia -___________________________________________
tions came in the form of literacy societies registered
or unregistered. By 1901-02, there was an appre- 1922-23 630 17776
ciable increase in their number. Lahore and Amrit­
sar continued to be the leading centres of such 1923-24 1528 40883
associations. The number of unregistered associa­
tions were also swelling up year by year. 1924-25 2372 61961

Most of these societies were primarily religious 1925-26 3206 85371
and were meant for the advancement of particular
community. On the other hand, the societies like 1926-27 3784 98414
the Punjab Public Library Association, the Punjab 
Text Book Committee, the Indiap Association and 

* the Punjab Association were established on broader T, . , .. ,, , , , ,
basis and were secular in nature. This trend conti- \  1S f .e?r {r0I]rl I le above table that the move-
rmpH nntn 1090 ment wllIcn had a humble beginning, had struck

p ' greasy proportions by the year 1926-27.
Before 1922, there were a few night schools (as 

they were called in those days) except the evening Adult Education in Training Institutions
classes at the Y.M.C.A., Lahore. Those few night It was felt that training institutions should also
schools which were there, were in Multan Division help in this work. An Adult School should be 
and it was due to the personal efforts and interest attached to Govt. Training College, Lahore. In the 
of Mohammad Nur Illahi, the Inspector of Schools courses of study for the trainees, the means and 
of the Division. It was to his credit only that by methods of teaching adults should form a special 
the end of 1923, the number of such schools in feature. By doing so, the training authorities will 
Multan Division, rose to 100 with more than 2000 have direct opportunities of studying this important 
adults on the rolls. problem of adult education in the province.

Accordingly in the latter years adult schools formed 
To prevent relapse into illiteracy, village libraries the part of training schools and colleges, 

were opened. Beginning was made for the provision
of libraries, with a donation of Rs. 30,000/- It was also felt that the method for teaching 
by the provincial Red Cross Society. adults should not be as that of children. They

should be taught what is of interest to them. Each
Official Recognition of the Adult Literacy Movement pupd should be encouraged to progress in his own 

, , _  . ,, . , way. The function of the teachers should be toIn 1922, the movement was officia'ly recognized. m.rnp anfi ciim„infP
Efforts were made to wipe out illiteracy and it was
a gieat measure of success. The centres for adult The on]y b00]< that was widely used was the 
literacy were started in collaboration with the Co- Rafiq-i-Zamidar, prepared by Mohammad Nur 
operative Department. A successful beginning was i]]ahi, the Inspector of Schools, Multan. It was 
made during the year as nearly 18000 adults were considered to be a very useful book, especially 
enrolled in 630 centres. prepared for the adults. It was divided into three

, , graded parts and each part dealt with the topics of
The term night school was thought to be mis- villa°ers' interest, 

nomer and the name was changed to ‘adult school.’ c
The scale of allowance for teacher was also fixed. -  ,, „  ,  .,Follow-up Programmes for the Neo-Literates

To meet the danger of relapse into illiteracy 
Progress oi the Scheme again, vernacular libraries were provided in 1925.

The Scheme met a fair degree of success. The These libraries were attached with vernacular 
following table gives a'clear peep into the strength middle schools. Teachers were given library 
of centres and pupils. allowances for the extra work. Besides issuing
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books, the teachers were required to promote During the year 36,000 copies of the Primers and 
discussions among the villagers. These discussions 40,000 copies of continuous leaflets were freely 
were to be supplemented by magic lentrins and distributed. It was decided to embark upon a five 
lectures. This all was made possible through the year plan from 1939-40 onward to completely 
efforts of John Anderson, Director of Public liquidate illiteracy from the State.
Instruction, Punjab.

The Five-Year Plan to Eradicate Illiteracy
Downfall of the Movement The proyince wide p,an tQ eradicate illiteracy was

In the year 1928 the adult education movement started in the year 1939. Dr. Laubach’s technique
had a set back and it continued in the subsequent was widely applied. Most of the budget was utilized
years and in the year 1932-33, 60 centres per divi- for the preparation of Primers and other literature, 
sion was fixed as the limit. The following table Thus during the year 1939-40, 308000 copies of 
shows the strength of centres, number of adults and Primers in Urdu: Gurmukhi and Hindi and 36500
certificates issued:— copies of follow-up literature were purchased

.___________________________________ _ by the Department for free distribution. Besides
it 54585 copies of books suitable for post-literacy 

Year Centres Pupils No. o f Literacy were added to 600 moving libraries in Punjab.
Certificates

—_______________________________________ ' Organization of the Movement
The movement was conducted by the literacy 

Ji~-H  6 5473 711 leagues at Village, Tehsil and District level. Work
]0„  . .  was carried with the help of teachers and volunteers. —

j j -34 6/45 J15 The number of adults increased to 106473 and about
1Q_. 50% of them were made literate. The movement also

54-35 256 6142 65 gained interest in women. There were about 900
, QK . .  centres having about 40000 women adults on the

35-36 201 4950 433 rolls jn Multan and Rawal Pindi circles.

In the following year the movement seemed to 
The cause for the downfall of the movement was have struck roots in the villages as the strength rose 

the Government order which stated that Government to 118298, out of which 67415 were given literacy 
grant will not be paid to District Boards for more certificates. Rs 98000/- were spent by the Govern- 
than 10 schools a district. ment.

New Experiment Work was organised on sound and systematic
. , , . . . basis. Twentv teachers on Rs 71- P.M. per teacher
A new experiment was started in February, 1937 were to be appointed in each district. A training

‘ id was tried at Mission School, Moga. It was course for them at a cost of Rs 100/- per district was 
ased on the technique and psychological approach ajso provided. Two teachers per district were 

u Daubach s method of Each One Teach One. selected from the staff of district board schools to 
eports from the U centres were encouraging. The supervise the adult education centres with a special 
am features of the method was its firm foundation allowance of Rs 15/-P.M. each. District Inspectors 

a sound psychology of adult mind. A special were aiso allowed Rs 15/- as T.A. Rs 100/- was also
course for teachers was also started at Moga Basic placed with the D.I.S. for prizes for each district.
enn t inT, ?nC Urdu was Rs ] 50/- were sanctioned for contingency charges per
constructed. It was hoped that the scope of the district, 
experiment would be widened with the co-operation
°f Education Department. 220000 copies of Primers and 148000 copies of

t follow-up literature were purchased by the depart-
d " ?e, yeai" 1937-38, the number of centres ment for free distribution. 21550 books were added
e. e?sed to 15j> with 3892 adults on the rolls. The to 600 moving libraries. On 31st March, 1941, there 
xperiment which was tried at Moga, was making were 2833 Literacy Leagues.
‘itistactory progress. Three primers two in Urdu
ltd one in Punjabi, Persian script were also prepared. in the year 1941.42, the adult education move- 

It ,1asfociatlons, a§ain came in the field. ment again received a set back. The Government
to m 1 6 f j*w o or tliree, months were sufficient grant was reduced to half. In the following year, 
com,a vC f nadu^ ,ller‘,}tTe- The training schools did a the amount of Government grant was still lowered, 
cmmendable work. Normal School, Karnal took

tjL die education of under-trials in Karnal jail. In The programme launched in 1939-40 was extend- 
b ® following year there was a decrease of 8 centres ed by five years at an annual expenditure of 

u the enrollment increased by 1279. Rs 40,000/- per year,
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in the year 1944-45, there were 63854 adults Another fillip in the movement came in 1936 and 
reading in 1760 centres. In the following years, the it continued upto 1941 when the outlay for the 
movement still went down due to Government scheme was decreased. In the second fillip in the 
indifference and financial stringency. movement the literacy leagues played a major role,

the Government efforts were incompatiable with 
In 1947, the movement got a severe set-back due them. The scheme again suffered due to Govern- 

to partition. There were only 23 adult schools ment’s indifference. Since 1941, the movement 
with 577 adults on the rolls. It was felt that lingered on slowly and due to the partition it 
approach had to be radically changed and the new received a severe set-back, 
programme was under the active consideration of the- 
Government of Punjab. References

1. Bhagwan Dayal, Development of Modern Indian Edu- 
Conclusions cation, Orient Longman's, 1955.

_ , , . 2. Government of Punjub, Annual Report on the Progress
Peeping through the historical records on this of Education in Punjab 1901-02-1947-48. 

problem, it is revealed that the part played by the 3. Government of Punjab, Administrative Report on the 
voluntary bodies is quite praise-worthy. It is evident Administration of Punjab, 1901-02.
that their enthusiasm has been allowed to wane. The 4. Government of Punjab, Reports of Education Confer- 
Government could not properly appreciate or ences in Punjab, 1926,1927, 1932.
organize th e  w ork done by such bodies. Mukerjee, S.N., Administration of Education in India,

c Acharya Book Depot, 1955.

Thf  ^ 5 mSn! 0fa<lf ? J"Cati0J-Wafo0,? d#  India, HiS'°n' “ ““ ,i0nstarted in 1922 and it reached its peak in 1926. The ,  Saidyain, K.G.,Problem of Edt.calionol Reconstruct- 
downfall came due to improper supervision and tion in rndia, Asia Publishing House, 1962. 
financial stringency. The work was,irregular between 8 sharma, T.R., Some Major Problems of School 
1928-36. Education, Mohindra Capital Publishers, Chandigarh, 1969.

| SSBi other Quality p r o d u c t s  of meghi |

tr MEGH is now pleased to introduce few other Quality Products: fl

P GEOMETRICAL MODELS. ...available in 3" and 12" size in id
Ft m m  sets of 12, 16 & 20 OBJECTS. B
j|j GEOMETRICAL INSTRUMENTS BOX. ...18" size nicely polished instru- ^

|  WHITE CHALK BOXES. |

other usual Products just to remind you are.... Plain, Graph, Copy-line, hj 
$ Dotted Roll-up black boards, Out line Maps of all the countries, Duster, Black £

1
® ^ g ^°art* D̂k aDt* ^ asonite Wall Chalk Black Boards. *

Your inquiries are solicited at:—

| | | g |  M/s. MEQM SLATE FACTORY PRIVATE L td . jj

BARAMATI. (Poona) \
S J
14



SURVEY OF WORRIES OF ADULTS IN 
KAMATIPURA, BARODA

Dr. (Mrs) Arvind Chandra and Mrs H. Shashi Kant
Home Science Education and Extension Education Department, M.S. University of B a r o d a

Introduction to collect the data. The indivi- 32). The females wor-

A worry is ‘undue concern duals of the sample were inter- ried more intensely about
about past behaviour or viewed for data collection and a their inadequate income
about anticipated dangers in complete response from 209 and that of their family

future behaviour.’ Whatever is respondents was obtained. members. Males worried
the character of worry or whence 1. Percentages and means “ °Fe . '"tensely about
its source, it is present in all were calculated to des- t“e!r jnadecluate income
people. Individuals are almost cribe Personal and Family a. '"adequate educa-
often tense in anticipation of an Worries of the respon- ’10n., °* , eir earn>ng
outcome of an action aimed at dents. family members. As for
overcoming the object of worry. 9 Absence of worries was the aged, on the other
Several theraneantic institutions , s , , v,omes was hand, aside from health,rai tnerapeautic institutions, described by percentages. m onev was the ir m ostgovernment as well as private 0 1 F , money was tneir most
organise programmes with a view 3‘ Th.c, ^  pervasive worry as re-
to help individuals live a tension culated to find the differ- ported by the Time
free life. ence m the worries of Magazine. (3, pp. 41-46).

males and females. The other personal wor-
In this study an attempt has 4. j j ie F-values were cal- ries of the respondents

been made to identify worries of culated to find associa- in this study were re­
adults of -1 to 55 years age in tion of worries with age, garding inadequate edu-
Kamatipura, Baroda and to size of family, and econo- cation, unsuitability of
suggest some practical pro- mic and educational job, problems in married
grammes to reduce the worries of statuses of the respon- life, deficient physical
the adults. dents. and mental health and

In this study ‘worry’ is inter- personal grooming. Simi-
preted as ‘an uneasy feeling that Findings lar findings were report-
makes an individual tense and , . . . .  , ed by Greenacre (1, pp.
incompetent in preparation and L Thedata indicated that 66-94)...
execution of a plan.’ ™ost tof the aduIts ,in

Kamatipuia, a low socio- ...‘later age worries were
Objectives economic society were a5out loss of job effi_

. . .  young adults of 21 to 30 rienrv hpnlfh ’ Ar-
Ca) To determine the inten- years of age; they were cording to Greenacre at

sity of personal and married and belonged tbe ,,„e „r on , ■
family worries of adults: to the Medium Family are ah° ut aDDearance- at
21-45 years of age in consisting of 2 to 5 mem- 30 about meetinc neo-
Kamatipura, Baroda. bers. Most of the adults „]e at 3q 45 ®about

(b) To find out association worked as house servants, marital differences, voca-
of worries with sex, age, mill and factory workers tion and giving up major
size of family, economic and the monthly pay of ambitions; after 40, about
and educational statuses a majority of them was self-adequacy and at 45
of adults. Rs. 50 to 125. Equal the worries are about

tt, RfT cef t t^ m ^ as sexual relations. The
Procedure illiterate as well as edu- worry of problems in

A sample of 50 percent of , c.d UP *0 primary married life did not trou-
male and 50 percent of female level only 8 males were ble the largest percent
Mis drawn randomly by using the educated up to b.S.C. of respondents. The other
random number tables from the anc at)0ve‘ family worries of the
Population of 417 adults in 2. Females in general, tend- respondents were regard-
Ramatipura who were 21 to 55 ed t0 vvorry more in- ing unsatisfactory job
^ars of age. The sample con- tensely than males. This conditions of earning
listed of 115 males and 94 was also reported to be family members, mutual
‘entales. A rating scale was used so by Zelig. (4, pp. 22- social relationships,
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deficient physical and men- their families, economic children,
tal health and appearance and educational statuses. 4. Programmes pertaining
of family members. The Conclusion to child birth and its re-
family worry of mutual Since the females tended to requirements and health
social relationships worry more, there is a greater of the child and the
among family members need of reducing their worries mother,
did not trouble the lar- through certain programmes. 5. Programmes aiming to
gest per cent of the res- Regardless of the age of the increase contacts of peo-
pondents. adults, size of family and their pie and develop team

■3 mnipo „nri fpmnlpc educational and economic stat- spirit in mutual social
were significantly differ- £ses certain. Programmes may relationships,
ent in their oersonal be °rgamsed for small groups Bibliography
worries regarding prob- of adults who revealed the 1. Green acre, Phyllis. The
lems in married life, worI 'es: ,  „ . Predisposition to Anxiety,
inadequate income and Tbe lo w in g  programmes Psychoanalytical Quar-
deficient physical and may be organised: terly 10: pp. 66-94, 1941.
mental health • Programmes related to 2. Harrtman, Lawrence P.

_. , , ' , development of dominant The New Dictionary of
The males and females were potentialities and abili- Psychology. New York,

also significantly different in tnen ties of the respondents New York, Philosophical
family worries regarding un- and their family mem- Library, Inc. 1947.
satisfactory job conditions of bers for increasing their 3. The Old in the country
eaining family members, mutual income. of the young. No author,
social relationships and made- 2. programmes related to Time 8: pp.^41-46, 1970.
quate lamily income. adjustment and security 4. Zeligs, Rose. Children’s

4. The worries of the adults in married life. Worries. J. of Sociology
did not vary significantly 3. Adult literacy program- and Social Research 24:
with their age, size of mes and extra classes for pp. 22-32, 1939.
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problems which may become a 
heavy burden unless the right 
attitude is found to them. This 
critical period of retirement and 
pension is what these courses

Course Activity Among the Old £e assigned6 PrreeP?“
„ in* 1 T The ProBramrne °f the course
flirt r i n S a n f l  consists of 10 meetings with the
Ml 1 l l l i a m i  following themes:

Tertta Sundholm 1. Retirement: changes in
the content of life and attitude 
to the age of retirement

2. National pensions insur­
ance

THE social structure of pre- aged in Finland. In these fields 3. Other forms of social
sent-day Finland differs of work the study and hobbies security
considerably from what it of the old have maintained their 4. Housing

was at the beginning of the place beside the work done for 5 Health"
century. The rise in the standard the younger generation. ’
of living and above all the . , , , . . , Fitness
improvement of sanitary and Civic and workers institutes, ? Nutrition
nutritional conditions has clear- "  T  , 7  8 M ental Healthly increased life-expectation. paht!es and supported by state Mental Health
The relative proportion of old a,ld’ ^av.e had, -study circJ es f?r 9- H°bby activities
people in the ,<£al population ™ 10- Summary of ,he
is the clearest manifestation of p p L 1 , r some years gramme of the course,
this development. When at the T iese <%cle? ™ et weekly S
beginning of the century the dunnf  term (September-Decern- Results are naturally not yet
number of those over 65 was ber’ Jani]ary-May). T^e pro- to be seen, as the courses were
5% of the population in Finland, ,gramme 1S, asuaI,y. made uP.°f ,au°ched ,?nlY in , the autumn of
the corresponding figure is now lectures and discussions in which 1971. All we know at this
clearly 10%. Parallel to this any subject interesting the moment is that the courses have
numerical "increase the present Participants can be dealt with. aroused interest and attendance
generation of the aged is also !ese *tudy _ circles have no has been lively, 
seen to be mentally more active Pro8rarnme, 1 he The folk high schools, which
as a result of improved health. P . ° rn,led are actually intended for young
Retirement no longer signifies- K ch Ltltufe people with basic schooling* and
and according to modern thought ' provide general, social and
it must not signify a silent with- During the current year a vocationally educative instruction
drawal, a stepping aside in life. special basic programme has for 1—3 years, have also during
The mental activeness of the been prepared for use at civic the last few years included cours-
old represents a considerable and workers’ institutes with the es for retired persons in their
challenge to society, a challenge intention of preparing persons programme. The length of the
which must be met by offering for coming retirement. This courses has varied from 5 days—
a wide range of stimulating programme has been drawn up which is the shortest period
activities and food for thought. by the national organisation of entitled to state aid—to three
We can make the years of retire- the institutes, the Union for weeks. It is characteristic of the
ment a rich period during which Civic and Workers’ Institute folk high school courses that they
a person leaving work life will together with the National Board are residential courses during
at last have time for his inter- of Social Welfare, the Central which students also live in the
ests and various hobbies. This Organisation for Social Care, the institute. Thus besides lectures
challenge has been seriously National Pensions Institution and other guidance, discussions
met by institutes of adult educa- and the Central League for the and items allied to the lessons
tion, organisations and associa- Benefit ol the Aged, which have proper, the programme may
tions otherwise working for the all realised the importance of include many other things. Being

^  this kind of educational activity. together and able to create new
^ T h e  author is Executive Director”  “f 0/  J?rob'  Personal contacts is very im por-
the Central League for the Benefit of leois toi almost everybody, finan- tant for the aged. Loneliness is
the Aged in Finland. cial, social and psychological often their greatest problem.
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The folk high school courses Organisations working for the aged, extent in fact that the organisers 
for pensioners do not in their such as the Finnish Red Cross, are worried about the chances of
present form follow any coherent on whose programme activity new-comers,
line in contents. The programme among old people is well repre-
is formed according to teacher sented, have participated to some It js evident that the old need
resources available at each orga- extent in financing the courses. information and coucrete pro- 
nising institute. The central ti,» ni,n gramme. In our country hundreds
theme may be music, literature, The Red Cross has a so p ay- of holiday camps are arranged
social subjects of current interest, ed a notable role m distributing for the old with the pUrpose
genealogical research, hobbies or information about courses and of giving repose and var’ety.
sports, etc. Much time is also recruiting participants for In the last few years old peop]e 
devoted to leisure and discussion. thenl- has §‘Yen a wide cover- themselves have begun to demand
4-5 hours only are set aside daily. ?8e through its membership factual programme between their
for lectures plus programme, for journals and membership network periods of rest. Mentally active
it must be borne in mind that the covering the whole country. The oId peop]e wjl] not be satisfied to
participants are not accustomed journa of the National Pensions sit aboat long A pr0gramme
to study and that the course is Institution which is distributed differing from the normal order 
meant as stimulation in every 0 every home with pensioners, o f th e dav, even occasional more
way and must not become too has also contributed to the infor- strenous mental effort may mean

8—  r ^ f u r S S n i c a ^  ha°ve
Participants in the folk high been the old themselves. Their restricted anH hnmnn

school courses are charged a own accounts have given the best conlacts decrease even aeainst hissmall fee covering only board inspiration for those of the same contacts decrease even against his
and lodging. According to the age to participate in courses. The
law on state aid for folk high positive reception of the activity 1( vvil, nnj bp pnmipb tn
schools the state pays 90 percent is witnessed by the fact that quite . c ... “
of lecturing fees while the re- a number of participants apply increase the years of life; more
maining expenses are covered by for these folk high school courses important is to endow these years
the institutes themselves. again and again, to such an with rich life up till the end.
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. in conducting literacy and post-literacy classes.
B om bay City Social E d u ca tion  Agencies and individuals conducting them are 

J J m supplied with teaching materials like text-books,
Com m ittee black-boards, slates etc. free of cost. In addition an

honorarium of Rs. 7.50 per class per month is paid 
Report for 1970-71 to the voluntary agencies or individuals conducting

these classes for four months.
The Committee organised the following activities ^  .

during 1970-71. During the year nine literacy and nine post­
literacy classes were conducted.

Literacy Classes
The Committee conducts literacy and post-lite- , .

racy classes for educating illiterate men and women The Committee has a special scheme of 
from the working class localities in Bombay It is conductlng literacy and post-literacy classes^ mills
estimated that over 6 million men and women in the and fac,tones- DurinS the year> £ ere were lite*
age-group of 14-45, in Greater Bombay, are still racY classes lv£ L Mi1_1s and, ^Factories with an
illiterate. enrollment o r  775 of whom 548 appearedffcr the

-pi ... , , , ,  „ . examination-and-474 passed. There were also 51
d lte.racy classes are held for a period of post-literacy classes with an enrollment of 738 of

n ns with a daily time-table of H  hours. It whom 502 appeared for the examination and 430
has got its own literacy primers in 5 different passed
languages viz. Marathi, Hindi, Urdu, Telugu and
Gujrati. The teachers are trained to conduct the ~ n
literacy classes. Refresher courses are also Eac ° n T ° ne Campaign
organised.,, . Under its crash programme of “ Each One Teach

During the year under report, the Committee 9 nc ll}e Committee made 5,088 adults literate 
conducted 633 literacy classes with an enrollment of unng lhe >'ear W|th the hdp of 1,185 volunteers. 
15t82'7- adults, t p  'p 1 f c  ' ; '

During the last three decades the Committee Among Special Groups
has made about 5.9 lakhs adults literate in these The Committee also organises literacy and post­
classes. literacy classes for the scheduled castes and sche­

duled tribes and the women. In these literacy classes 
Post-Literacy Classes 4,519 scheduled castes and scheduled tribes were

Post-literacy classes are conducted with a view In Postditer^  classes 2>134 adults were
to enabling the nevv-literates to retain the newly
gained literacy and also to encourage them to take During the year 305 literacy classes and 168 post- 
UP further education through continued post-literacy literacy classes were organised for women. About 
classes. The Post-Literacy classes are conducted in 10,000 women were enrolled in the classes, 
fwo sessions, each of four months. The curriculum . ,•
'ncludes further literacy courses and courses in W omen studying in post-literacy classes arc given 
general social education subjects. the benefit of training in some useful home-crafts.

t-. • \C$?a a ... r 36 sewing and cutting classes were conducted during
conri T !  t -fi year V°l  classes were the year. 7J.& women were enrolled in these classesconducted with an enrollment of 7,767 adults. during the year

Continued Post-literacy Classes A Mahila Vikas Shala has been started. Over
The Committee encourages voluntary efforts both w°men are being given training in Home

011 the part of the adult learners and local insti- Science, Home Crafts, Civics, 1 ulture and General 
C'tions to organise continued post literacy classes. Science.
*he neo-literate adults are, therefore, assisted in
°cganising such classes on voluntary basis. The a ru ^*kas Kendras
Adults pay contribution to meet the expenses for Eleven Matru Vikas Kendras for training of
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women to be efficient housewives, good m o th er^ / U.S. May Adopt Open University
and enlightened citizens continued to work during . . .
the year. Great Britain s Open University, which allows

students to study on their own with the aid of tele- 
Extra-curricular Activities vision, radio, tape cassettes and the printed word,

is coining to America for a trial run.
Extra-curricular activities like film shows, orga- .

nised radio listening groups, cleanliness campaigns, A” experiment to determine whether the Open 
supervised library "reading periods, study groups, University materials can be adapted for successful
talks on subjects of general interest, exhibitions, and use ,n the United States will be conducted at Rut-
filmstrip shows were organised during the year. ger* University in New Jersey and in three other

institutions during the 1972-1973 academic year.
Library Services The experiment is being financed through a

The Committee has a library service in the form \ special grant from the Carnegie Corporation and 
of a) 300 circulating library boxes, b) .six area evaluation services will be provided by the Educa-
libraries and c) and one central library at its head tional Testing Service of Princeton, New Jersey,
office. The circulating library boxes are provided in . . . .
the post-literacy classes working in different areas. Although a number of American institutions are 
Each box contains 50 to 60 books on different topics currently experimenting with forms of off-campus
of general interest and educational value. learning and credit by examination, this will be the

first test of whether basically the same teaching 
Publications materials and methods which have worked in Great

. . . .  , Britain can be used in the United States.The Committee continued to publish a monthly
U magazine, Sakshsarata Deep in Marathi with a Dr. Walter Perry, vice-chancellor of the Open 

special Hindi section. University, said that the university would provide
materials and systems information to the American 

Seminars, Conferences and Orientation Courses institutions taking part in the evaluation. The
A special orientation course for officers, super- cooperating institutions will each provide a test group

visors and teachers of the Committee was conducted ° f about 200 students Three courses will be offered:
in April 1970. 150 teachers, 35 supervisors and 8 humanities, science and mathematics. Students will
officers attended the course. Pay for. c? l,rses a,ld receive credlt towards a, . . bachelor s degree.In order to train committees workers in the
methods and techniques of spreading the knowledge _____
of family planning and population control among
the adult pupils eight orientation courses in family Books ^  New L;terates
planning—four for men and four for women—were
organised during the year. What good does it serve to teach people to read

Two short duration refresher courses were orga- and write, as was pointed out in the report on
nised for teachers and supervisors in the months of “ Book Development in the Services of Education”
June and October, 1970. One special training submitted to the United Nations Economic and
course for 10 days was organised in February 1971. Social Council at its fiftieth session, if afterwards a
300 teachers and 35 supervisors took part in this steady flow of reading matter is not supplied in
training programme. order to allow institutes to maintain and strengthen

the techniques they have acquired. The failure to 
Shramik Vidyapeeth recognize this essential fact can result in tragic

The Shramik Vidyapeeth (poly-valent centre) relapses into illiteracy which, in a matter of a few
established in collaboration with the National Coun- years’ can ,WIP® out die resutlls a<* ,eved %  develoP'
cil of Educational Research and Training, New lnS countries through sometimes heroic efforts.
Delhi in 1967, continued its'integrated programme International Book Year can provide an occasion 
and continuing system of basic developmental edu- to underline the need in literacy programmes for
cation for workers. UNESCO is also helping emphasis on the development of reading materials
the project in the form of equipments and consul- generally and on the production and distribution of
tution. books specifically designed for adults who have

During the year 10 courses were organised. 170 already learned to read or who are in the process of
workers received the training. learning.

_______  —International Book Year Newsletter
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List of English Publications of the Association
Inland Foreign
Price Price
Rs. P (U.S. Dollars)

1. Liquidation of Illiteracy 2.00 1.00
2. Community Centres 2.50 1.00
3. Training of Social Education Workers 3.50 1.75
4. Literature for Neo-literates _ 3.50 1.75
5. Recreational and Cultural Activities in Social Education 3.50 1.75
6 . Libraries in Social Education 3.50 1.75
7. Social Education in Rural Reconstruction 1.00 0.50
8 . Workers’Education 2.50 1.00
9. Social Education in Urban Areas 1.50 0.75

10. Organisation and Administration of Social Education 1.50 0.75
11. Community Organisation in Social Education 2.00 1.00
12. Social Education and Democratic Decentralization 3.00 1.50
13. Social Education and the Youth 2.50 1.00
14. Adult Education and Economic Development 2.50 1.00
15. Development Work Among Rural Women 1.00 0.50
16. Methods and Techniques of Workers’ Education 3.00 1.50
17. International Conference on Adult Education 3.00 1.50
18. Trade Unions and Workers’ Education 1.00 0.50
19. Place of Recreation in Social Education—S.C. Dutta 1.50 0.75
20. Human Values in Adult Education 1.00 0.50
21. Social Education in 2nd Five Year Plan 0.75 0.50
22. Adult Education in Community Development 1.50 0.75
23. Social Education in Changing Society 1.25 0.60
24. Social Education in Delhi—S.C. Dutta & Helen Kempfer 6.00 2.25
25. Reading Material for Neo-Literates in India—Mushtaq Ahmed 2.50 1.00
26. History oi Adult Education in India During British Period—Sohan Singh 3.50 1.75
27. The Highways and Byways of Adult Education in Russia—Sohan Singh 1.50 0.75
28. Social Education—Ten years in Retrospect—S.C. Dutta 0.50 0.25
29. Development Work Among Rural Women—A Guide Book—

Dr. (Mrs) Krishnabai Nimbkar 1.25 0.60
30. Adult Education in Rural Areas—Abstract 0.35 0.10
31. Community Action—Abstract 0.35 0.10
32. Training in Adult Education—Abstract 0.35 0.10
33. Community Organisation in Adidt Education 1.00 0.50
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35. On to Eternity Vol. II—S.C. Dutta 2.50 1.00
36. Group Discussion—M.C. Nanavatty 3.75 1.75
37. Celluloid in Indian Society—H.S. Bhola 2.00 1.00
38. The Alphabet for Progress—Mushtaq Ahmed 0.60 0.25
39. Selected Problems in Social Education—Homer & Helen Kempfer 5.00 1.50
40. New Dimensions in Social Education—S.C. Dutta 2.00 1.00
41. Implications of Continuous Learning—J.R. Kidd 2.50 1.00
42. New Trends in Adult Education in India—S.C. Dutta 2 .0 0  1.00
43. Seminar Techniques—Dr. S.R. Ranganathan LOO 0.50
44. Workers Education Abroad 2.00 1.00
45. Adult Education in South Asia—S.C. Dutta 1.00 0.50
46. American-Hindi Cook Book 6.00 2.25
47. Life-Long Learning for Survival 3.50 1.50
48. Rural Drama—S.N. Srivastava 3.00 LOO
49. Schools and Adult Education 2.00 1.00
50. Life-long Integrated Education 4.00 1.50
51. Adult Education for Parliamentary Democracy 5.00 1.75
52. An Evaluation of Reading Materials for Neo-Literates

and a Study of their Reading Needs and Interests ’ 10.00 4.50
53. Literature for Neo-Literates in India—A Bibliography 7.00 2.75
54. Education for Perspective—J.R. Kidd 24.00 6.00
55. Adult Education and National Integration 3.50 1.25
56. Adult Education in the Seventies 5 00 1.75
57. Manual for Adult Literacy Teachers—N.R. Gupta 10 .00  2.75
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THE Union Government proposes to launch a The model schools and community schools 
massive programme to eradicate illiteracy in would be linked with the youth movement and com- 
the age group of 15-25 covering a population of pulsory national service. For this purpose, the 

60 million. Government had decided to set up one Nehru
. . , . , • x, r-, .m-. Yuvak Kendra (Youth Centre) in each district.

Tins was stated in New Delhi on July 21, 1_97- which will form the catalvtic point of the education 
by Mr. Nurul Hasan, Minister of Education, movement.
Culture and Social Welfare, while inaugurating the
second meeting of the National Board of Adult Mr Hasan said the adult education programme 
Education. had suffered in the jrast because they had not been

, , .... conceived as an integral part of educational deve-
Mr Hasan said that he believed that nil- lopment. If adult education programmes have to 

teracy in this age group could be eradicated within take roott they have to be linked with various types 
10 years with the help of students and the educated 0p educational institutions which can function as 
youth. The programme would not require large community centres where, among other things, the 
outlays of funds but imaginative organisation. entire work of adult education in the broad sense

By institutionalising a rural system of education, can be initialed , he said, 
he said, the mass literacy programme could be made ^  c0„|d not atlcnd „ le meeti„
a continuous process of development. Deputy Minister D.P. Yadav read out his speech.

The Minister said the Government had under 
consideration a comprehensive programme ot deve- Recommendations 
loping out of-school education including adult
education, as an integral component of a compre- The National Board of Adult Education has 
hensive education scheme. recommended that there should be greater involve­

ment of State Governments in programmes of adult 
Model Schools education and they should set up boards assisted

. by strong units or departments to mobilize popular
Under the scheme, he said, the Government and public support.

^ould set up one ‘'comprehensive model school
and four or five ' ‘model primary schools” in each The Board stated that for the programmes of 
district. In the initial phase there would be 354 adult education in the Fifth Plan larger outlays 
comprehensive model secondary schools and about should be provided and that a committee should be 
2 .0 0 0  community schools. appointed to work out the details.



Extension Lectures in Bombay
n  M ,J  T f  The Bombay Adult Education Association has

jL t  |  i y ^ j T  tT| H |  started an extension lecture programme in Bombay.
B f c T h e  classes have been organised in languages, 

m f  Hf) V rjC ^V * (German, French, Marathi, Gujarati) homeopathy.
■ y  LU -JJ1 l-.v* f S ^  commerce, law, accountancy, public-speaking, radio

and T.V. servicing and computer programming.
The classes which were started on July 10, will

^  „  . r» /i • continue upto October 15, 1972.G a r n e t  F u s e  m  D e lh i  T ^ , , , ,
^  ^  „  , ,  , Information: Bombay Adult Education Associa-
Dr. Garnet T. Page, Director-General, Imple- tion, k .R. Cama Oriental Institute Building, 4 th 

mentation Services, Department of Regional Econo- Floor, 136 Apollo Street, Museum, Fort, Bombay-1-
mic Expansion, Ottawa, Canada and a member of _______
the UNESCO’s International Advisory Committee 
on Out-of-School Education arrived in New Delhi
on July 17, 1972 on his way to Tokyo to participate T -l , . n -
in the World Conference on Adult Education. Libraries to be set up in D istricts

Dr. Page had talks on adult education with Shri The library movement in the country will get
J.C. Mathur, Vice-President and other members of a shot in the arm when plans get ready in a few
the Executive Committee of the IAEA. weeks to set up a network of nucleus district

-------------  libraries.
a • a a a i ri' i /—* /- All the 350 and odd educational districts are

A n s a r i  A t t e n d s  F o h yo  C o n fe r e n c e  expected to be covered under the scheme by the end 
Dr. N.A. Ansari, Deputy Director, Directorate of the Fourth Plan, 

of Adult Education left New Delhi for Tokyo on . .
July 28 to attend the World Conference on Adult I he Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation* 
Education convened by Unesco. which has initiated action on the scheme is settii'c

The renort of the Conference is exnected to be ,l!P j° int commi,tee for library planning in each„ ki- n a ^ ,i 1 » • * r o I expected to be State T)ie committees which will begin sutvey
published in the next issue of the Journal. work and prepare district library development pro­

grammes, will comprise representatives from each 
State and from the Foundation.

Adult Education Conference ia Australia „. , . .
^  _ I he eventual aim is to extend library services to

The Department of Adult Education, University all villages with a population of 1,500 and above 
of Sydney in association with the Dubbo Educa- and with a primary school, 
tional Association is convening a conference at
Dubbo in April, 1973 on “ Regional Provision in . The Foundation, which has the Union Educatin' 1 
Adult Education.” Minister as its President is an autonomous body*

The Australian states differ widely in the " ith funds contrjbuted by the Centre and the State 
arrangements made for adult education on a Goven.1IPents- The Union Government has inao 
regional basis, and on the degree to which provision ? Provision of Rs 50 lakhs during the current yea 
is regionally based. ' or t,ie Foundation’s programmes. Many Sta1

The Conference will examine and compare differ- ^ ^ 7 ^ 0  0 ^0 ? / ^ ^ f S cCOntributionS Tâ  
ent patterns of regional provision so as to develop m Rs‘ 5 n ’0 0 0  t0  Rs- 2 lakhs. 
ideas about the pattern of future provision. -----------

F\en L ife  M e m b e r s  Functional Literacy in Niger
The following persons have joined the Indian K m n . , •„ the

Adult Education Association as Life Members- TilhiJ? 5 ,0 0 0  p, antf who grow 'ice m vo. , MW >, . T. . . l lllaberi region ot southwest Niger are to fol' 0  ,
■ ' r r j  .y. Mathur, Director, Asian Institute functional literacy courses paid for bv the SW|S> 

l\ T'-fucational Planning and Administration, Fotopec Foundation.
New Delhi. .

(2) Shri S.N. Mitra, ICS (Retd.), New Delhi „ The Vlllages . to be chosen for the
ci,ri C Tidnam' i c • . ' programme, recruiting and training arrangements

h1) bhii C. B- in.rm ncsco Specialist in Func- instructors as well as preparation of teaching ma 
tioni!' f.itera< > Materials Preparation, New rial are to be decided on during an upcoming couD

___^  of instruction for supervisors. ~ v
(Unesco I’cafu'* "
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Functional Literacy Experimental Pilot Project 
in Zambia: Reasons for Drop-out

Mushtaq Ahmed

Background fields. The level of education one acre, were given by the

THF Prniect became onerat- wasdetermined by a test before Project to those students who
inmi i Q71 teachmS began. had had at least 50% attendance.ional m July 1J /1 cHid con-  ̂ noo/ .p 1̂ u
tinned up to June 1972. It 4. Each student was expected ’ alifiprl Their r° ‘

had 252 classes in two provinces to pay a fee of K2 (.$ 2.80) in Pcre before 4  b A Pnf
whose main crop is maize—the lieu of reading materials. 96 per ,
stapple food of the people of cent of the expected amount was fnliowedPflip inctmetinn^en re \°
Zambia. Improvement in the pro- paid by the end of December. The \ f ° Z v  l . f m n T L  f f '
duction of maize is the national instructors were local farmers When thev w  m b gS
policy as during the last few years with at least seven years of edu-
the country had to import huge cation and were paid at the rate of Save'K40 from'this amount and
quantities of maize whereas the 30n per session taught or, on an buy f e r t i ,£ “ e c forTw TacreTi
climate and the soil is considered average, K6 (S 8.40) per month. sooV S  tlfev sel the Z d u c e  in
excellent for maize growing. Due . f  7 , i  • T
to limited funds the Project was 5- The method of teaching May th, year. If this happens
expected to enrol only 3,000 was as follows: hey w iiyrom  November, be on
maize-growing farmers in the The students learned ‘oroner nrrf, v,n an' a ano ler aso stuuems jearnea, proper acre in 73  planting season from
annQ r iBa dn aA ° 1 mana8ement of maize produc- the sale proceeds of 1972. Thus
3,008 farmers had enrolled. tion in the class through reading hopefully the Project would have

2. Necessary statistics about materials, discussions and radio made about 2,500 farmers self
the participants is given below:— broadcasts. Then they moved to sufficient and if they keep on

3. The 61 per cent female demonstration plots, attached to following what they have learnt
were farmers in their own right, each class, and practiced planting the yield may go up from about
having their own plots in addition and ertihzation using artificial 10,000 bags (2500 x 4) to 50,000
to doing planting and fertiliza- things. When planting time come, bags. This aspect of the training
tion on their husbands or fathers class moved to the farm. fias been described in detail as
_ _ _ _ _  Each qualified student did plant- this was and will be a major

•T h e  author is UNESCO Adviser, m g  an d  fertiliza tio n  on one-acre  strategy  an d  the expecta tion  o f
Department of Community Develop- o f  his own plot under guidance, immediate reward might have
raeaj re;al-HeedS’ S ' 511’ kCpt m0tivat,0n hiSh thus result-
classes became operational. 47 did not zers. and insecticides. These, ing in low drop out rate,
join. costing about K16 (822.40) for
„ Rationale for the Study
S e x

M F H1) % Female 6 . The value, if any, seems
990 2065 3055 61 to be more or less academic. Or

perhaps may serve to compare
ASe N the reasons of drop out in other

Projects. Governments who
J5 years and below 8 organise literacy work, would
16-20 years 121  ̂ hardly be able to stop the
~j-40 ,, 2003 majority of participants from
41-50 ,, 700 dropping out from classes. Most
5 1+  2 2 0  participants drop out because of

pressing reasons of their own. Of 
T 3052 (age of 3 not-stated) course controlable factors like

p, . unsuitability of reading materials,
Education N class timing or poor teaching i.e.
0  poor planning and organisation
genuine (illiterate) 2,182 also contribute to drop out. But
Tapsed (semi-literate) 826 a drop out study is not necessary

to plan and organize- a good
T 3,008 literacy programme.

•>
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Variety of reasons for drop-out and their frequencies (Institutes) follows:—
5 10 15 20 35 JO J5 i»0 "  " , r 7 ~______i______ i______:______,______ l,____ ' '______» drop-out New enrolment

___ ___________________ _______________ _________________  Aug. 54 95
1 ~  ~ L , Sept. 98 20

--------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------  Oct. 71 7
i ______________________________ _ _ _ _ J  ̂  Nov. 7  0

---------------------------------- --------------------------  30 230* 122
^_________ [ 16 ------------------------------- — — — -----------
5 ut 9. The Supervisors them-

-------------------------- -----  selves had records of the parti-
6 12 cipants who had dropped out.

g ut a fj-ggjj j|st was sent to them
Z__________8 from Lusaka and they were asked
g 7 to get in touch with the instruc-

-----.------------’ tors, members of the class com-
9 7 mittee and the students them-

--------------- selves and find out the exact
reasons of their leaving the

1. Seasonal work and problems classes. The following table
2. Students’ low calibre shows the frequency of reasons.
3. Travel and change of place
4. No qualified personnel 10. Explanation
5. Bad organisation
6 . House hold reasons Reasons
1. Shyness and other psychological reasons i a lnree nnmher of the 5?
8 . Shortage of materials got married and left the place
9. Illness either with their husbands or to

join them.

7 Recently a study was done The drop-out and new enrol- ^ ^ 2 3 0  reported drop-out 6
by the International Institute for ment up to end November was as were actually transferred to other classes. 
Adult Literacy Methods, Iran.
Elaborate statistics were used to
see if the relationship between —_ —__  , __  ■■— ....-------______
drop out and certain variables
were statistically significant at 0.05 Reasons N  Per cent
level, unluckily none were found ----- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
to be, except those between drop
out and paying or not paying for 1- Change of place 52 23
materials and time of the start 2 . Could not raise the K2 fee 39 17
of the Project. The study was , Tn ic n , j • .
based on the replies of a ques- Illness/felt could not continue 31 14
tionaire received by the Institute 4- Less than 50% attendance therefore
from 52 countries. The graph could not qualify for fertilizers 22 10
above shows the most and least 5. Rumours 16 7
frequent reasons for drop-out as n i . „„
was judged from the replies ■ O d a^e 15 7
furnished by the countries. 7- Drinking 14 6

How this study was done No time because of employment or
8 . The 252 classes were set WOrk 7 3

up in the following months. 9- Shifted to another crop/business 6 3

late June 1971 100 classes. !0' 0xen stolen/No cattle to plough 6  3
July 124 ,, 11. Others/No reasons 16 7
Aug. 28 ,, — ___  _____

j ”  252 T 2 2 4  100

4



Reasons for drop-out and their frequencies (Zambia) 9-10. The training was focus­
sed on the production of one 
crop only i.e. maize. Some

'  ---- *— 1— - — 1— 1 ■——>———»—22_j—25—t_!t2 i . i so i ss . participants shifted to vegetable
______  growing, some started their own

r— — ----------------------- -J small business and some lost
------------------------------------------------ ----------  39 their oxen hence they couldn’t •

3 j plough. Naturally they felt that
--------------- j----- :------ ' they couldn't profit by continuing

_______ _____________ _____22 in the classes and left.
5 I 16 l l .  Includes such reasons as
6 quarrels in the class and family,

________________ 15 stopped by husband, slow pro-
? -u, gress (5 students) etc.

8 7 Discussion

9 6 11 None of reasons of the
' drop out could have been con-
12_______ 5______________  trolled except 3 and 6 . Covering
11 | long distance to visit the clinics

—  -1 was the main cause for those
1 dropping out because of reasons

1. Change of place 4. If clinical service was there
2. Could not raise K2 fee some of the students w’ould not
3. Illness felt could not continue have missed the classes and this,
4. Less than 50% attendance to some extent, would have
5. Rumours minimised the drop out due
6 . Old age to reason 4. But there are
7. Drinking administrative difficulties in pro-
8 . No time because of employment or work viding this service to the stations
9. Shifted to another crop/business which don’t have it. The danger

10. Oxen stolen/No cattle to plough of the rumour (5) could not have
11. Others/No reason . been foreseen and even if it

was, it would not have been
2 -3-4 . These reasons are Those who did missed the possible to avoid total mis-

specific to the Project. K2 fee classes. Thus some lost atten- interpretation. There was some
Was a condition for taking the dance, some fell behind in their political interest involved as well,
course and only those whose class work and felt that they People of old age and week eye
attendance was not less than 50 could not continue. Such com- sight (6) should not have been
per cent within a certain period, plaints were common 'T he book enrolled. But it is difficult to
Were given the fertilizers to do says that we should make use of avoid it altogether when the per-
actual planting on their own one- the clinics. By the time we return son seeking admission is the
acre plot. The Project also gave the class is over. Thus we lose headman himself or an influential
Preference to the enrolment of attendance and also miss our person.
couples over singles. Therefore lessons.” 12. it is significant to note

some stall 1 . , , . . that in the Institutes’ study the
members from oneTamfiy enrol- 5 At some stations rumours most f ent rcason of dr(/p out
led found the burden of ra sing spread^ that government would was sea‘onal work and work
K8 too much and some of them take over them plots * if they blcm and in our casc lhis was
dropped out Reasons 4 is a - planted on acre according to £ne of the least, 8 . This indicates
Tost a result of reason a. Out Projects plans, or that they will tlv,t in ’ ,„ ect f,mrtion„,
of the 252 classes 143 have no be taxed heavily, or that the an edge overborn
clinics at least within 10 miles instructors will not receive their as h is  meant to eitc^ moficicncv
distance.^) It was one of the remuneration and the classes will in the work itself The second
focal point of training to teach ultimately break up. Unfortu- i’̂ e s t  reasonofdrop out In  the
students to visit clinics especially nately the instructors at these (nstitutcs" studv was the -low

^heU nder Fives and Ante Natal. s ja ti^ re e^ v e d th e ir  remunera- of the students/ ]n our
(1) The Department of Health had - , • ‘|Pnd validiT^ ?10n!uS case only 5 dropped out becausePromised to provide some sort ofclini- and this lend validity to the

Cal service nearby and is still trying. rumour. (Continued on page 19)
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Research Priorities in  A dult E ducation  in  
D evelop ing  C ountries

John Lowe

THERE are several reasons for past neglect of empirically tested Accordingly they should constantly 
research in Adult Education in the more deve- examine how their programmes are organised, who 
loped as well as in the developing countries, makes decisions about what to teach, what appears

To begin with, educationists throughout the world to be optimum length of a course, and so on.
have tended to concentrate upon issues affecting Finally, when soliciting government departments or
primary and secondary education, while perhaps grant-awarding trusts for financial support it is 
sparing an occasional glance in the direction of essential to produce the kind of documentary
higher education. Secondly, scholars in the social evidence that will command that support,
sciences have so single-mindedly pursued their sepa- , , . ,
rate disciplines that they have largely ignored the Too often research has been associated with
education of adults as a potential field of research, esoteric activities carried on in universities. Adult
Thirdly, the indeterminate nature of adult educa- educators should realize that much valuable
tion especially by comparison with the relatively research may be confined to fact-finding and assess-
clearlv defined areas of primary and secondary mg the merits ot minor programmes. Thus, any
education may have caused would-be researchers attempt to test new theories or to classify knoW-
to shy away from it. Fourthly, the perennial short- ledge and experience deserves to be acknowledged
age of funds for any kind of educational inquiry as a contribution to research. So the humblest
has probably made research in adult education seem organizer at the village level who experiments with
a luxury. Finally, those who practice adult edu- methods of communication or modestly reports on
cation have usually regarded themselves as too and evaluates each of his projects is engaged m
busy getting on with their jobs to indulge in abstract operational or action research.
speculation or time-consuming investigations. ^  • indeed, essential for practicing adult

Within recent years, however, the case for con- educators to distinguish between experimental and
ducting research has begun to receive increasing action research. Since administrators and planners
attention. The result is that adult educators in m developing countries can seldom spare time to
developing countries have the opportunity to do experiment under laboratory conditions, they usually
what adult educators in the developed countries re ŷ upon “ongoing research directly related to thei
neglected to d o -th a t is, to treat research as a high programme of work. For instance, they will tend to 
priority in their plans for expansion. study groups ol adults attending existing class

rather than select control groups. To dispense wim 
Why should research in adult education be of control groups may well displease some social

high priority for the developing countries? It is scientists, but inquiries must be initiated in the liglh
mainly because, severly hampered by limited of administrative expedience. Adult education—
resources, they must draw up their development Jaw, medicine, or engineering—must be regarded;
plans carefully and wisely and ensure that mistakes therefore, as a practical discipline, whose aim is
are quickly detected and remedied; minor miscalcula- effect change in people’s habits and attitudes. t0
tions become difficult to rectify if not soon identi- improve the methods and technique of commuuica'
lied and they may lead to the mismanagement ot tion, and to help solve immediate social problems-
scare personnel and materials. Secondly, the desired
growth rate of economic output depends upon fhe researcher in adult education looks to
the efficient training and retraining of adults, and sources for assistance: borrowings from other dis-
this in turn necessitates effective programming, curri- ciplines, and the body of experience built up ™
cula planning, and deployment of staff resources, professional adult educators over many years. ye
Thirdly, new approaches and flexible methods will us first consider borrowings. Since adult educating
be adopted only when there is a steady, discrimi- *s at die center of several disciplines, it must b
nating accumulation of knowledge through study considered in interdisciplinary terms. Thus a pla!lj)t
and inquiry, f ourthly, practitioners obtain the ing officer in a district in Africa should know
best results when they formulate hypotheses about hi undertaking any research project, or let us rat .6
ihe impact of their programmes which can be say social investigation, a number of disciplines a’

likely to be involved.

, Dr' J ' ° 7  anf  What are the Levant disciplines? To begin
nX.rT M T i J h m d  1 ' Edinburgh, there is philosophy, for adult educators must de 1

E d i n b u r g h .  Scotian, . th c]r obj ec tjvcs an d  bg aw are  o f  th e  n o rm atl
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values upon which their practices are based. Social wealth of experience in arranging adult literacy and 
anthropology and sociology are especially important agricultural extension programmes in which a variety 
for a better understanding of the social environment of methds and techniques have been used that are 
in which adults live. Many of the research tools ripe for comparison. In the field of communications 
used by the sociologist are also indispensable too, adult educators have broken new ground. No 
adjuncts to programme planning and evaluation. other professional group has done as much towards

expanding our knowledge of the effects of the mass 
Psychology, industrial psychology, social psycho- media, 

logy, and psycholinguistics are clearly pertinent. A .
study of the history of adult education will help to . yareful thought must be given to deciding which 
give a sense of perspective and establish fruitful institutions are best fitted to undertake research, 
traditions. Physiology throws light on the aging . r practical as well as prestigious reasons, the 
process and the ways in which attitudes and motiva- imPetus for jnost new research should probably 
tion vary at different ages. Lastly, theories of ? o m 'e £ 10111 £he universities. In a country where there 
administration are currently being formulated of is only one university this will almost certainly be 
which adult educators should be aware and which ?ase> fn countries where there are several uni- 
they may wish to apply in their work. versifies there could be a national research center,

operating either in isolation or in association with a 
The relevance of psychology, as perhaps the particular university. The main reason why uni­

discipline most familiar to educationists, may serve versifies should assume this responsibility is that 
to illustrate the range of options. Plainly what helps research and the training of adult educators tend to 
and hinders adult learning is different from what go best hand in hand.
helps and hinders the learning of children. Yet up But alI those inv olved in aduIt education what- 
unfil the present day nearly all the investigations of ever thejr rank should be reSearch-minded This 
educationists have been dominated by experience does not mean that the man in the field is required With children. Now educationists are being forced faiimm
to revise their ideas about how adults learn, what techniciues- if does mean tW  t * ! i f  S?mpJing 
motivates them, the relationship between their shouldfonlimiallv inalwe what ihP & •!' £ C(?ucator?
achievements and their aptitudes and previous levels comnile reuuhr rennrt/ it s s -y are doing and of areomnlishment and so nn compile regular reports. It is surprising how many

ccomplishment, and so on. long-established university extra-mural departments

Though comparative studies of different countries if ntr*CS , ^a \ e , '','r£uaby no
are extremely informative, few have been published, has Iwn nfdr- i f f  VC,mL,nt ant 10'v l£t£e a££ernP£
There is much scope in Africa for studies of the tn nstimatp Pro8 raaill'ies> especially
Practice of adult education in such countries as the ■ , ignificancc of the educational
United States, Britain, Denmark, Yugoslavia, and that haVfe been Pr°v,,ded- In developingRussia ’ countries every full-time adult educator should

devote time, from the very inception of each new 
The history of adult education is also worth institution or programme, to identifying and solving 

some attention. In developing countries there is a problems through applied research, 
tendency to suppose that there was no precolonial
history of adult education. In fact, of course, a lhe third heading is concerned with the appli- 
good deal of education in the informal sense was a cation of techniques. Most of the techniques used 
feature of tribal societies. Professor J.F.C. Harri- Ji1 tbe socia‘ sciences have at least some relevance. 
Son’s L e a r n i n g  a n d  L i v i n g  is an outstanding example , e c°mpetent researcher requires an elementary 
°f a historical work based upon profound research knowledge of statistics; in a well-endowed research 
diat illustrates a whole epoch of social change by department he would be able to turn for help to a 
focusing upon the history of adult education in a *u uin]e statistician. A knowledge of survey 
Particular region of England. Studies in depth of methods, sampling procedures, evaluation techniques, 
jfds kind could also be undertaken in relation to the an<a atfainment tests is also necessary.
nistory of many parts of Africa. T„ „ . . ., . . . .F Jn conclusion, it will be useful to summarize

Another field of experience to be tapped is that some o(f the questions which we should seek to 
pf teaching methods. Those who have come from answer by means of research. First, in any given 
Another country to work in Africa will find great social context it is essential to ascertain what is 
c°pe for controlled experiments. commonly understood by adult education. Atti-

T. , i i , tudinal studies may well provide the answer. In-
The second source to which adult educators turn qmnes about the scale and type of participation in 

^  assistance is professional experience the body of educational activities are obviously valuable Once 
nowkdge and the insights acquired through active such inquiries are begun the importance of ask in e 

r k .  An obvious area of research here is that of what constitutes adult education soon becomes 
c £ f rat m meth0do Why is one method j.more apparent. Does it involve only universities or only 

Active than another? Adult educators have a specially designated adult education institutions?
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We also need to identify the reasons for lack of 4. A written summary of past history so as to 
participation as well as the motives of students in acquire a sense of perspective and develop
attending classes. Why are people motivated to a tradition,
learn at all? Close attention to content, teaching
methods, and syllabus-planning is imperative. Why 5. Studies of the relationship between social
is this subject taught rather than that? Why do we change and adult education, including the
teach in this way rather than that way? Methods for effects of migration, urbanization, and
predicting and assessing the value of programmes industrialization,
must also be devised. Another question to be
answered is, what sort of people make effective adult 6 . Detailed studies of the efficacy of different
educators? teaching methods.

In any country, region, or community, plans 7. Studies of the organisation and administra- 
should be drawn up for sustained research over a tion of particular adult education pro­
number of years. Universities should take the lead grammes and their effectiveness,
in bringing together all the interested bodies and
devising a programme that uses resources, finances, 8 . Longitudinal studies of the effectiveness of
and personnel in the most efficient possible way. different programmes.
The following is a suggested ranking order of
priorities. 9. Experiments with the newer media—this

field seems especially suitable for university
1. The recording and classifying of existing research,

material whether it is published or
unpublished. Only recently have adult educators in developed

2. A comprehensive survey of existing facilities, countries began to take a serious interest in action
j o  research. Adult educators in developing countries

3. Straightforward descriptive studies of must not repeat their mistake. University adult
providing bodies and their programmes. If education and extra-mural department have a special 
expert advice is available from social responsibility to treat research as one of their most 
scientists, so much the better. important functions if not their primary concern.
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WOMEN EDUCATION:
AN EFFORT IN CENTRAL INDIA

Dharm Vir

ON 9th July, 1972 Mr. V.N. Pandya our Field literates in Indore district. Nearly 350 beneficiaries
Project Officer and the author visited the M.P. are using the mobile library. The visitors were much
Branch Office of the Bhartiya Grameen Mahila impressed with the library system developed by the

Sangh (BGMS) at Indore. They met Smt. Krishna B.G.M.S. Madhya Pradesh Branch. They had a
Agarwal, Chairman of the M.P. Branch of B.G.M.S. chance to see the book jacket displayed at one of
and other workers. Smt. Krishna Agarwal informed the adult education centres near Indore, run by the
diem the activities of the organisation, which are Sangh.
being conducted through district samitis and 250 _ .. . „ , ,
rural branches at the village level. There are nearly Bf .ldes the mobile library system the Sangh has
1 0 ,0 0 0  rural women as members of this organisation. a moBde van equipped with different facilities to

carry the field staff from place to place for rural
Functional Education Programmes development work.

The organisation runs literacy and functional Condensed Course 
education classes for illiterate and semi-literate
Women for a period of three months. So far 2500 Rural women are given coaching upto high 
illiterate women have learnt the art of three R’S. school standard. 75 destitudes and widows have 
Besides reading, writing and arithmetic these ladies taken advantage of this scheme. This course has 
are given family life education, which includes rela- given hope and self-confidence to those helpless 
Bonship among members of the family, duties of a women who had no means of livelihood, 
good housewife, mother craft, home nursing, first-
aid, family planning, balanced diet, maintenance of Grameen Jeevan Jyoti 
bouse, etc. There is a very high appreciation of
Ibis programme from the husbands concerned who The Sangh has got its own training centre located 
bnd great change in the psychology of their wives, near village Rao in Indore district. The building 
Housewives are also being taught methods of time although small, is very functional and attractive. It 
saving so that they can get time for attending the has been built in a short-time with the donations 
local education classes. Under the functional educa- received from local, national and international 
Bon programmes hundreds of women have been sources. The Centre named Grameen Jeevan Jyoti, 
given useful training. As a follow up of this pro- has a hall with a varandah, three rooms and a 
gramme, eight ladies have passed middle school model kitchen being used for the following 
Examination and three of them are serving as teachers facilities:
lr> their villages. Some of the trained ladies are earn- (1) Coaching classes for women pursuins the 
l«g Rs 25 to 30 per month through part-time work. condensed course;

Promotion of Small Savings (2) Bahvadi for small children;
Sixty bank accounts are being opened in rural Family lile education classes for adult

bimilies to induce and educate them in small savings. women;
Some of the housewives have purchased sewing (4) Library for youth groups.
Machines and other household equipments. T r , , .In this way the facilities of the centre are being
Agricultural Training used ^  fron! evcnin?/ A'tbongh thereare not proper hostel facilities available at present, 

The organisation recently trained 400 rural some women students are accommodated in the 
'yomen in scientific methods of agricultural produc- varandah. Whenever suitable residential accommo- 
bon, through six special camps held in different dation is made available, the training centre will be 
Parts of Madhya Pradesh. used for full-time courses, seminars and conferences
Mobile Library rund womeQ leaders and workers.

Under the system, a librarian moves on a bicycle The policy of the Sangh is to give importance to 
'vbh readable books for distribution among new self-help projects. The Sangh has several such pro-

' ' ------------  jects in hand, e.g. setting up a bakery. Selt-help
Dr. Vir is Joint Director (Education), International and mutual help is the only hope for rural develop- 

z^operative Alliance Regional Office and Education ment. It is also the basis of cooperation and the 
Centre, New Delhi. cooperative movement.
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Local Community Action and National Development
(A perspective and potential during  70s in  ru ra l India)

N.P. Jain*

S cope  Ultimately it is the community support and com­
munity action at the local level where the real action

THE purpose of this paper is to enquire into the js initiated which will make the acceptance and
relationship of social action at the grass root adoption of innovations. The concept of community
level with national development; take an over ancj group has to be made more meaningful so as to

view of the current rural social scene such as posi- register an impact. The traditional low status per-
tion of weaker sections, social tensions and ques- sons have also to be encouraged to participate in
tions of accelerating the process of social change ]ocai group action for local improvement. The local
and critically appraise the role of community deve- factions are either to be dissolved or should be made
lopment organisation in stimulating local action. use 0f jn some way 0r the other constructively
An attempt is also made to enlist the jobs which for local community action. The hundreds and
need to be attended at the local level to optimally thousands of local leaders and local small groups
utilise the local group situations. Policy issues such have to be helped and developed for local response
as C.D. approach, assignments-of personnel, and bility and initiative,
resource adjustment are also being discussed to help
in decision making. The whole exercise, it may be Thus far, the greatest practical use made of 
seen, is oriented towards concretising the steps for research findings concerning small groups has been 
action with a view to complement existing efforts jn military establishments for discipline, industrial 
towards National Development. operations for production and marketing, religious

organisations and also by political parties especially 
Relationship in Communist countries. The mobilising of local

Ti . . , , , , . . . communities for self-improvement needs now to be
It is important to recognise that the greatest undertaken by us in India for furthering democratic 

underdeveloped potential for both the local com- and socialist' oa,s ofwider participation of common 
munity development and national development is man in locaf  and national development and for- 
the willing and effective participation by millions of tunateI in the form of community development 
people living in village communities in well-kn. organis"ations the infrastructure is available.. Com; 
small groups be that a family caste or profes tona ^  k Deveiopment practitioners all over the world 
groups. After all what actual y constitutes national J  f „ ^  p , necessity to place then-
development, one may ask. It turns out to be en- activities in [he broader framework of the national
abling individuals, groups and communities to , . . , ,. , _.. „ ol
increase production in factories and farms for aug- pIan 50 tbat lofca> f 010" can^ aV" "f/-*0 ™ 1 g  y 
meriting their income per capita, and helping them ca"ce and contribute to building up na onal soc ety 
to live better and happily, in terms of consuming Inste,ad of concerning itself only with the matters-,o 
balanced diet, providing better housing, making p,ure y local interests. There is general agr 
available and encouraging them to use improved ,hat a closer relationship between local commun o  
medical facilities and ensuring educational and work ac,10n and national planning is of mutual interc 
opportunities for all. Mere provision of facilities and advantage to both, 
and creation of services may not be enough for
national development. The vast number of human The Rural Social Situation
beings, both men and women, young and old, girls . . . , . . , . ... tnday
and boy.,, living in the village communities have to • J he position as is obtained in the villages tooi j  
be inspired, encouraged, involved and organised not !S , althou8 h most Vllla8e. communities in in“
only to use the amenities and technical know-how , become Permanent units of self-governme*
for better living and more production, but they have they are yet t0  be developed and helped towar
to be made so capable and competent that they maklnS their self-perpetuating units of social act‘“
themselves continue to run the programmes even Most programmes and activities of economic de0l) 
after the extraneous cifori is withdrawn. In nut- loPment and social change are still dependent wP^ 
shell, it is initiating local community action for government initiative and heavily concentrate „ 
national development, ' upper and middle classes who have perhaps t^as

-------------- - easier to work with. Such a phenomenon %e.
‘Dr Jain i-; D.rivior Social Education), Deptt 0f widened the social and economic gap between « t0 

Communiiy i )evclo|,m(m, Minify of Agriculture, Govern- rent classes, thus helping the class structur6 d 
mu.it of India K mc lllntvan, .--evv Delhi-I. The view, become more rioid tu ,  . , restflct voxi'fc-.s'.’d ill me paper aiv. in. purs-ma.i views. ws omp more rigid, this must have also rest . ,,r

the wider participation of weaker sections n*10



self-improvement and national projects. Illustrative- efforts were made to secure maximum cooperation
ly, the practice of untouchability still continues to from various voluntary organisations at several
be a social problem in India, particularly in rural levels. Facilities were also provided by the block
India, notwithstanding the attempts made by social staff for organising camps of the students during
reformers, social workers and legislators. The vacation. Representatives of various non-official
measures for eradication of untouchability, perhaps, agencies engaged in the work of community deve-
suffer from inadequate understanding of the pheno- lopment were invited at regional conference for
menon at the local level and lack of sound strategy exchange of views. Efforts were also made to 
of change incorporating social action in small groups secure people’s contribution in the form of skilled 
at the grass roots. and unskilled labour. But for the last half a decade

As for the status of women, legally the Consti- community development in India has come to such 
tution lays down the equality of women. The a pas,s ^ ai  ^  ^ êw to even ta^  about it. The 
Hindu Law has been changed to prohibit polygamy, f1101"3 ,e ^  P i  Per?onnel appears to be at the
to give the women right to succession to property, ov'es* ebb. Interestingly enough, there does not 
the guardianship and divorce but it is still the excep- t0  en.ou®j1 ei?Pinca data available proving
tion for women to work and claim any property community development has failed in India. It
rights and for which the village woman is not may be m the fitness of things to take a second look 
herself even a claimant. It will take God knows on in *nclia- 

N how many generations to eflect substantial changes Community development as a programme should 
in her position. The oiganisation and involve- be self-liquidating. The programmes may chance
pent of rural women for care of pre-school child, nomenclature, administrative forms and even con-
mcreasing the milk yield of cattle, storage of seeds, tent emphasis. In one situation they may emphasise
small savings, organise radio listening and like, has attitudinal changes in another institutional building,
yet to be attempted m terms of enabling them to in the third local participation and in the fourth 
initiate action on their own. Some chosen women economic goals. Community Development pro- 
have, of course, been brought in short duration grammes cannot be dispensed with even at higher 
orientation training programmes at various places stages of development. The role of community 
in the country side. Even in such an effort touch- development emerges as a complementary rather 
ing only a few, follow up measures are yet to be than conflicting with the role of technical agencies, 
planned. It fosters the process of institution building at the

Regarding Rural Youth and unemployment, out soc!al level ,™hich is hkely to enhance the partici- 
of the India’s total population of youth between capability oi local people in national life as
age of 16-32, rural youth are 10.5 crores. Amon° ,as l.° Provide an organisational structure for
them a little less than 50 per cent are females. It eAcctive implementation of local programmes. If 
is estimated that about 62 per cent of them are community development is to be effective in future 
illiterates and the literate ones possess very rudi- *n hidia it must look for ways and means of pro- 
mentry technical skills, if at all. Based on census mot'n§ social mobility. Among the possible methods 
figures of 1961 and subsequent estimates it is rec- may be greater representation of the less privileged 
koned that around 9 millions of these rural youth §ro.uPs in the community councils and other organi- 
(males) are non-workers. The rest are either culti- sations, greater attention to programmes benefitting 
vators, agricultural labourers or engaged in house- sac , gr011? 5 and encouraging community action at 
hold industries, small trades and other services. tae . .  *evel so that the programmes become self- 
Among the non-workers about 70 per cent are illi- sustaining.
terates. Others may be early school leavers and Having realised the value of community organi- 
some might have completed matriculation, but even sations for both production and welfare programmes, 
timong these very few have echmcal or managerial one has to appreciate that formal establishment of 
skill of some sort. Certainly special programmes statutory Panchayati Raj institutions in rural India 
andschemcs of assistance are needed for this group may not be enough for securing community mobili- 
of 9 millions boys. This potential force and reser- sation in all its facets. It is, of course necessary 
voir of energy have to be shown the way to explore to invest them with technical resource’s and res- 
new avenues of self-employment so that they can be ponsibilities and develop other supportive orcani- 
retained in the villages. sations especially of rural youth and women. For

promoting such organisations and enabling them to 
Critical Appraisal grow in strength and acquire stability it is essen-„

Planners and administrators in India recognised *iaj. Pr° v,f e p r o f a“ me c°ntent also
the imperative necessity of local action for national purelv cultural or social in*!^  ° Cear necd be
reconstruction. From the inception of the com- pureI> cultural or social in nature.
munity development programme in India, arrange- p 0Hcy Issues 
ments were devised for enlisting people s partici­
pation right from the village level onwards. Also But mere exhortation may not cut much ice in
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generating local community action in rural areas, for them. They simply need a green signal arising
Certain hard policy decisions are imperative. There out of the policy decision.
are many social situations which remain neglected
in the villages and if they are attended to, the Steps for Action
return in term of social change and economic deve- . .
lopment would be ample. Some of these activities (0 H 1S suggested that 5 pilot projects in each 
have been mentioned at the end of the paper. Now zone i-e. Southern, Northern, Eastern, Western and
someone at the local level has to be assigned the Central be launched experimenting with conviction
responsibility of attending to such functions. 011 approach of generating community action and

reorganising community development set up. We
(i) Personnel may select all the blocks in one district in each

zone.
The question of V.L.W. being a multi-purpose

worker has been confused by the fact that there is (ii) It may be necessary to take the views of the 
frequently no clear indication of what exactly his task State Governments (Chief Ministers and State
is or he is supposed to do. He is generally apt to Ministers of Community Development and Coope-
have to spend considerable amount of his time ration) to that such an approach is expanded after
doing paper work, filling in forms and making the pilot stage of three years,
reports and returns etc. He is also expected to co- ..... . . .  . . .
ordinate technical services a task frequently beyond (m) Different programme Ministries in i
the abilities and brief training siven to him and one Ce“^ e such as Sqc.al Welfare, Education, Health
which should better be entrusted to a more qualified a"d Fam''y Planning having central schemes in the
official. It is now for consideration'as to whether villages have also to be apprised with such a think-
the entire block organisation should not be freed ,n2 m tae Central Government, 
from agricultural work and released for local com- (iv) In t and output studies have to be encour-
munity action There are so many jobs to be attend- ' establishing the impact of social practices to
ed at the local level which certainly had indirec e^onomic development. For this purpose National
relat.onsh.p wi h product™ and there is no one at l ■ f Gom^ unity Development and Universi-
he vi age eve responsible for such jobs. May be j h t0  be inVolved. We may organise an
he village level worker should be redesignated as lorat seminar in this direction.

local community worker and the social education v J 
o^aniser, block panchayat officer, block cooperative Local Social situations 
officer, named as community organisers in their .
special fields. The Block Development Officer could Below are give some illustrative and selective
continue to coordinate the work out of local com- list of local social situations having relation with
munity action only. The technical advancement of national development and which need to be attended 
agriculture in India has reached such a stage that the to at the village level. Out of these the job 
V.L.W. is no longer competent to support further charts for local community worker, block commu- 
development at his level, and he can very easily be nity organisers and Block Development Officers may 
released for this kind of community work. be drawn.

(ii) Resource Adjustment (1) Activising youth groups—There are about one
, hundred and ten thousands such groups many ofThe climate in the country is such that one hjch have become moribund over the past few

should be hesitant to ask for more resources even vvmt-n T, • j tr, b„ i l i - , ,nf>d
for activising local action. It is suggested that years- S ^h  an infrastructure need to be enhvened
resource adjustments may be attempted. Crash pro- and utilised for varioiis in ivi , p P
gramme for rural employment has an outlay of Jects/n the villages. These groups have also to be 
O, so crores ner vear and we have innmvimitolw enabled to explore new possibilities and avenues of 
SO nno V T Ws in̂  the countrv rrahi^nmitramml self-employment. For further widening the horizon 
f,‘ ' Z to  S l e V L w f S  of members, block, and district organisations need

*» *  ,“ "sis,in8 of represen,a,i,es of possible lor us to allow Rs. 10,000 per year, per grass root orgamsatio .
V.L.W. centre out nf CSRE funds with which he can
engage labour for undertaking some of the jobs and &) Strengt/icning Women s Organisations—Ther 
siimulate local community for maintaining them in are a'30Ut 60,000 womens oigamsatjions m th 
futl)re villages. Not only these organisations have to be

activised and given a programme, new organisations
The main policy issue is to keep the structure of have to be established with an aim that at least

community development intact^ In fact we cannot every viable village should have an organisation ot
dispense with the service of about a lakh of em- this type in times to come. Such grass root agen-
ployees and they need to be provided with some cies have to be federated at higher levels to effect
work. Fortunately a work worth doing is waiting more coordination and integration.
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•  ̂ Swoll Fai mers Unions The farmers posses- forum participants and non-participants. The impact
sing less than 5 acres of land may be organised so of radio rural forum was more impressive specially 
as to facilitate meeting their own special needs such when the total cost on the radio rural forum treat- 
as loans, seeds, agricultural implements, irrigation ment was much less than any other programmes 
wells, cattle development and helping them to esta- such as training of community leaders and literacy 
blish allied occupations. The local community reading aroups. 
organiser can be made responsible for receiving
applications from them, arrange technical guidance (8) Village Library and reading room. Proper 
and see that they are helped in time. _ upkeep and maintenance of village library and read-

. . . .  ing room, organising reading groups, story telling,
u ■ n.um. r public servants such as school debates, monthly specialised lectures on various 

teacher, irrigation worker, village level worker, pat- local and national problems, 
wari etc. are available in the village. It is extremely
necessary that they should be formed into a team of (9) Wall Newspaper. This may be a bi-monthly 
Government servants as at the block level so that affair where scientific, political and social news are 
various activities can be coordinated and reinforced to be displayed in an unpedantic way for the use of 
with each other s efforts. Local community worker neo-literates, 
could be designated as first among equals of this
proposed team. (10) Organisation o f literacy classes. The num-

, , , ber of illiterates has increased to 380 million despite
(5) Opinion Leaders In the India s rural con- the increase in literacy by 5%. The local corn- 

text the problem is to locate the most effective munity has to come forward to help in this national 
channel of communication especially when the lite- task by helping these schemes.
racy level is extremely low. Television has not
reached the village and the motion pictures are very (11) Village Information Centre. This may also 
scan y in the countryside. Opinion leaders are display pamphlets and leaflets and prospectuses from 
an ,c°u further be the primary source of various educational institutions, technical colleges 

asic information on aspects such as farm credit, and employment exchanges for the use of village 
marketing^ health and education. A recent study youth and others, 
conducted in NICD on opinion leadership in India 
concluded that opinion leaders played a very
significant role in the day-to-day life of the  __________ ....__________
ordinary village. They not only dominated the 
political life of the village but were literally in con­
trol of practically the whole range of village life. a  i  n
Thus, opinion leaders have to be organised, trained o C e k l lX ia  aiH *  S e e k  h a i l  a
and utilised for local community action in various
ways' Hindi Translation of the famous book

(6) Organisation of Small Savings—It will involve ‘How Adults Learn’ bv Dr. J.R, Kidd 
distribution of and explaining available literature,
organising savings by helping villagers to open sav- ........the first basic and comprehensive
ings accounts in the post offices and banks. textbook in the field of adult learning

(7) Energising Radio Listening Groups—It has and programming available in Hindi
been seen that generally male members of the rural r .
community are being organised in radio rural L anguage . Seeds o f Promise—A Four
forums. Moreover, even these male members meet Year Report of University Adult Education
just once or twice a week. There is a possibility,
rather necessity to organise women’s radio listening Rajasthan.
groups because special programmes for them are
beamed by All India Radio and its regional stations. Price Rs. 7.51
Similarly, other special groups need also to be 
organised to stimulate action for their own deve­
lopment. The potential for initiating action for (-'an JS ,lad from :
social as well as economic development of the group » r . . . .
member appears to be very great. The local com- Indian A dult Lducation Association,
munity workers may be assigned to undertake this 17-B, Indrapiaslha Mare
neglected task. Radio rural forums were superior ’ ’
it has been established by a study (NICD) in bring- New Delhi-1,
ing about adoption of improved practices in agri­
cultural and health fields. This was so both tor
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ROLE OF EDUCATION IN POPULATION 
AND FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAMMES

David Kline

THERE is widespread agree- cations and education. Com- the Population Council calls its
ment that population and munications, especially the use of section the ‘’Information Office ’
familv planning programmes mass media, has been more and International Planned Parent-

must not'only establish policy, widely used. Indeed, many pro- hood Federation and Unesco
train personnel, provide services, gramme planners believe that no refer to Information and Com-
and do research and evaluation planning of the social influence munications.
but must also influence people component of population and
so they are aware of the prob- family planning programmes can Education Undervalued
lem and take some action to take place without the partici- j be resu]t i$ a tendency to
solve the problem. There is pation of a communications ex- rgoard education as a minor and
considerable disagreement and pert and the involvement of com- unimportant social channel in
ambiguity, however, about what munications institutions. population and family planning
is meant by “ influence”. Some One reason for this primacy efforts. At a recent conference
people think it is advertising . is that the communications peo- at the University of Chicago for
using incentives or handing out became jnvolved and active “ Blueprinting Plans to Support
leaflets. Others think of influ- F lation problcms bef0re the Information/Communications
ence as having leaders set an edlAators Another is that a Components of Family Planning
example or rewarding desired first • in population or Programmes During the 1970’s,”
behaviour. Still others concieve f ., , ■ efforts is to education was not considered a
of it as persuading a person age significant factor even. though
through rational argument edu- abQut pu]ation problems and the conference clearly intended
eating him to beheve he has mass communications media are to plan the social influence
some control over Ins future or jn reachi thjs oup components of family plan-
demonstrating to him the value ic]dy Fjpallyi some form of nmg programmes. One of 
of a given act. communications is a vital element the stated purposes of the

In this article “influence” or of all social influence activities. conference was to elicit the
£« " , views and counsel of mforma-

S0 C1J,,! d familv nlannin" There have been, however, at tion / education / communication
nrnJrnmmes uill mean anv Dart least two unfortunate outgrowths leaders of programme-assisting

« the process of (1 pro- of this Primacy of communica- institutions and agencies relating
 ̂n fo rm S n  of all types tions. First, the field has tended to longer-run priority needs of

' h hv all means about norm- t0  deve,0P a sPecial language population programmes for vary-
lation/fam lv planning problems, and cliquishness, an attitude that ing types of publication com-

nersindine (through incen- communications is the necessary mumcations/adult education
L S d e m o » " -  key «  catalyst for the success support." But of the 50 or so
tration etc ) persons to experi- fam'ly planning and that there participants, only three represent-
me t with alternative solutions <s ,no need to cooperate with ed population education.

nrnHpmv -inrl rri other social influence institutions,to population problems, and ( . ) An introductory paper for the
reinforcing attitudes and befiavi- A second effect is an ambi- conference suggested ten issues
our that help in solving pc>pu a guity about and wide variance that the conference should con-
tion problems. jn tiefinition and understanding sider. The first of these was,

Two organized or institu- of the role of education in popu- “ How can we get communica-
tionalized means are available lation and family planning tions integrated into the person-
for managin'' the social influence efforts. One indication of this al organisations and into the
process in population and family uncertainty is the different labels budget of the family planning
claiming programmes—communi- used by population and family organization? The suggested

planning organizations for their response was that three cents per
Or Kline /v Lecturer and units that are responsible for capita per year should be

Research Associate in the Centre social influence. The U.S. budgeted for family planning—
for Studies in Education and Agency for International Deve- one cent for mass media (mass
Development in the Harvard lopment, for example, refers to mailing, radio, TV, newspaper,
Univcrsiiv Graduate School of its unit as “ Information, Edu- cmema,puppel shows,tolkenter-
Educat ion in U.S. A. cation and Communications”; tainment, posters, etc.), one cent
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for personal contact (field work), failure to distinguish between “ to roundings that may or may not
and one cent to subsidize clinic communicate” and “ to educate” cause the person to incorporate
services. Nowhere is any mention as verbs, on one hand and the new attitude or behaviour
made of educational involve- “ communication” and “ educa- into his or her personality or
ment. In other words, according tion” as nouns on the other. As behaviour,
to this position paper the social verbs both “ to communicate” The rclationship between the
mfiuence component of family and to educate refer to acts processes 0f communicating and
planning programmes breaks and processes. As an act the efi„ratinp is fairlv d eaf Tn
down into mass communications verb “ to communicate” refers to each castoc information is provid-
and field-worker home visits. the most basic element of the ed persuasion is attempted, and

Another indication that edu- communication process the act of ch^  in 2ltitude ai[d behavi-Miiotiici liiuicdiiuii iiidL cuu transmitting information, verbal-
cation is undervalued is that edu- i or nonverhallv from one ours ar ^unforced. The Pro'
cational techniques and organiza- rerson to another ’ The Drocess cesses educating and com-
tions are being subsumed under 0)- communicating refersP to a mumcating are essentially the
the lab-1 of “ communications r , - , - ( social influence processes,me iau~i ui wumiumuuiuus. sequence of acts in which a com- K
At the Chicago conlerence, tor municator selects a target Neither process is unique,
instance, in a model presented to audience, creates a message, therefore, and any distinction
show the organization of the seiects a medium for transmission must be found in the use of
“ social influence component of Qf tbe messaae, anc] transmits the “communications” and “educa-
family planning programmes, message to the receiver, who tion” as nouns. Here differences
communications was equated interprets it and may feed back do become apparent, for as
with overall social influence information to the communicator nouns they refer to institutions
process Two sub-areas were wbo may begin t|ie pr0Cess all and organizations,
identified—mass mailing and arain .
mass media, and in-school edu-  ̂ The first point to be made is
cation was included but only as Similarly the act of educating that most social influence organi- ■ 
a token to satisfy the representa- refers to the most basic element zations can be classified as either
tives of population education of the educational process—the communications or education,
who were present. In addition, teaching and learning of a single Television, for instance, can be
nonformal education was com- new fact, idea, behavioural skill, both an education and a com­
pletely subsumed under mass or attitude. The process of edu- munications institution, and so
media. eating refers to a sequence of can schools. I suggest therefore

7 . activities that incorporates the that it would be useful for the
: Jias en ° „ta<\  i Vs teaching and learning of separate purposes of differentiating bet-

tendency oiee_ e cu ion o attitudes, skills, ideas, and facts. ween education and communi-
a minor role was not common to a ,inki&  together of these elc- cations organizations to classify
everyone . J . ments, and obtaining feedback them according to the scheme
the conference. But its existence Qr reinforcement fr0 mfo0 n(os sur. shown in Fig. f.
at all was disturbing, and 6
symptomatic. Neither the unique 
contribution nor the separate
organizational structure ot edu- __________________________ __
cation has been adequately
recognized as a useful force in 
population programmes,

The narrowness and pro- / nioni ormai \
vincialism of this approach causes j organizaiions\
administrators and planners to j AND
neglect education potentially an l
efifective ally. To counteract this \  ' ' /filr \
tendency, in the remainder of \ t oNi ACi f l JJ r  porwAi \
this article I hope to identify the si hoim s )
unique and necessary role ol /  J
education in population and /  /
family planning programmes. /  m a s s  /

The Role of Education V Mir DIA J
Most of the ambiguity about \ .  /

the exact roles of education and 
communications in the social influ-
ence process revolves around the * “
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Here mass media refers to (formal, non-formal, or television); preschool children
radio, television, cinema, news- mass media). would rarely be contacted.

m a S SmS in'o’ P„ r SF0=  Here we are concerned with Leaders and policy makers as
schools are elementary schools the interaction of these five fac- well as population and family
colleges universities ' technical tors> and in Particular with the planning professionals can be
and 8vocational schools Non- following question: Can any of initially contacted by mass media.
formal 'o r S a t io n J  and oer- the first four factors assist in a But for sPecific PurPoses> these
son”  confact refer to adult decision on the fifth? Are there key groups may be more effec-
edncation and literacy nro- any characteristics of the target tively reached through nonformal

erZTs,comm J  “  d e v lp -  8 ™ P. “  <* "«  objectives tech- seminars and workshops.
ment organizations, field worker nitIues: ?.r c<“  that will help
home visits, labour and credit as t0  delineate the unique quail- Objectives
unions, campesine/organizations, ties of the three organizations the socja[ jnfluence
cooperatives, discussion groups (formal schools, non-forma orga- process js defined as informing,
and workshops, agricultural n.zat.ons, and mass media), and £ersuadi and reinforein| f
extension work, and the like. The thereby aid us ,n the decision of £n d i f  fceducation and C0I£_
three categories occasionally which will best serve us in given munications are seen as
overlap. In certain countries, situation. means of carrying out these
for instance, television is not ------------------------------------------- functions, then one way of defin-
only a mass medium, but also ing objectives is in terms of
an educational device both in, “For persuading, howevei, non- either; (1) informing members of
formal schools and in nonformal formal organizations ana personal target groups about population
organizations. Some colleges contacts are almost always mote problems; (2) persuading them to
have night schools mainly for effective . consider and choose among
adults not regularly enrolled in ____________________________ alternative solutions; or (3) rein­
college. For the most part, how-_________________________________ forcing attitudes and behaviour
ever, they are distinct and sepa- Target Groups that aid in solving the population
rate. . c problem.A useful way of dividing a y

Further evidence of this dis- population into separate target Comparing these three objec-
tinctness can be obtained by groups for population and tives with the characteristics of
examining the process of plan- family planning programmes is the three organizations leads to
ning and designing the social as follows (1) reproductive some interesting conclusions,
influence component of popula- age groups—single males, First, informing (except for in-
tion and family planning pro- single females, married males, school youth) is best accomplish-
grammes. married females; (2) nonrepro- ed by the mass media. This is

ductive age groups—preschool particularly true for the
Designing a Social Influence children, in school youth, post- reproductive age group. For
Component reproductive adults, and (3) spe- persuading, however, nonformal

The design of any social cial groups—leaders and policy organizations and personal con-
motivational component of ‘a makers, professional administra- tacts are almost always more
population and family planning tors> medjcal Personnel, field effective, since they entail the give
programme depends on a series workers, teachers. and take of face-to-face contact
of factors- and grouP discussion. Likewise,

The reproductive age groups reinforcement is best achieved
1. Identification of a speci- can best be reached through mass through nonformal means since

fic target group of audi- media and nonformal organiza- contiguity in time and space is an
ence to be reached and !10ns since most of them are not important factor,
an analysis of its char- in school in countries where . f
acteristics. radio and television are scarce All three organizations,

„ t~. '.  . .„ and literacy rates are low, non- course, contribute in one way or
2- Determination of specific formal organizations have greater another to the accomplishment of

objectives. potential than mass media. each objective. The above
3. Selection of appropriate In the nonrenroductive -me analysis is intended only t<a

tecl.niquL; oi strategies groups, in school youth are best b?st S hfb r°?^ U M °?S rti '
the onst ̂  thro,jl8h .formal schools; cular objective. §4. Determination of the con tne post-reproductive age group

tent of the, approach. ^  FfaJ ed most easily by mass techniques
. media or by nonformal orgamza- 1

5. L etei nnnation o. (he or- tions (subject again to the literacy There are many techniques o
gam/ation c used rate and availability of radio and strategies of social influence. On
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possible general classification simulation, association and Most variables affecting a per-
scheme presented below, is: subliminal perception—are best son’s family planning decision

1. Face-to-face discussion in utilized by mass media. The can be classified according to
which two or more per traditional school instructional these six categories:
sons participate in a techniques-lectures and com- Demographic (e a prefer-mntual pyrhnnop nf iHpnc puter-assisted instruction are rzemograpmc t^.g. prerer
S  ar™ , " 8  most effective in formal schools. ence for cettatn fam.ly

Face-to-face discussion, demons-
2 . Formal'classroom teach- tration, and behavioural condi- 2 . Reproductive (e.g. pre-

ing. Where one person tioning are most effective in ference for particular
lectures to one or more non-formal settings. Printed contraceptive technique),
persons. material can be used effectively 3 . Cultural and psychologi-

3. Printed materials for by all three but cannot be used cal (e.g. desire to prove
reading only or for read- unless the target population is fertility or virility.
ing and doing written literate. 4. Re]igjous and mora, (e g>

rcises' . Content opposition to mechanical
4. Demonstration of the contraception by certain

advantages and disadvan- The content of the social religious groups).
tages of a given behavi- influence component of 5 Economic (e e cost of
our through presentation population and family planning ' contraception/'’ cost of
of real like examples. programmes may be classified child-rearinu).

5. Simulating the advantages according to the specific purpose 6 political and administra-
and disadvanfnops n fa  of the programme (for example, ” f. 1U, 1ano disadvantages ot a nomuatjnn awareness sex eflnl tive (e-g- availability of
given behaviour by pre- ^ ~ .. . r ’ , . family planning servicessentinn n model nr renre cation, family welfare education) , y p l a n t i  ng se.xices,senung a model or repre- aeenrdino to the variahle fae desire for large popu-
sentation of Teal life (as or according to the variable tac- lation for political rea-
in a television drama or tors mfl^nc.ng individuals’ dec- P0)ltlcal
puppet show demonstrat- ^ ons, tf bout Population issues. sonsb
ing the effects of many The Iatter aPProach is used here. (Continued on page 19)
children on the welfare . 
of a family).

6 . Increasing the likelihood Table 1
of a given attitude or Suitability of Institutions
behaviour being adopted
by behavioural condition- Mass Formal Nonformal
ing (lewarding or Communications education Organisations
punishing a given attitude
or behaviour). Target Reproductive In-school youth Reproductive

7. Increasing the likelihood age age
of a given attitude or Post-reproductive Post-reproductive
behaviour being adopted age age
by associating the desired Leaders, Leaders
attitude or behaviour Professionals Professionals
with an object or person .
valued by the target Objective Intormation Information Persuasion
person. Reinforcement

8 . Computer-assisted in- Technique Association Lecture 1 ace-fn far-p
struct ion (CAI) of facts, discussion
ideas, or skills. Simulation Printed Material

9. Subliminal perception (in- Subbliminal Computer aided Behavioural
fluencing a person preception information conditioning
through his five senses Demonstration
without his being aware . . r-
of it) " Content Economic Cultural/ Reproduction

psychological
An analysis of these nine Political/ Religious/moia!

techniques in relation to the three administrative
cducation and communication Demographic Economic
0rganizations suggests that the cultural
advertising types of techniques— _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~
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of various functions such as Mahila Sabha, Film 
Show, Bhajan and Kirtan etc. is also given to the

W o r k e r s ’ S o c ia l  E d u c a tio n  I n s t i tu te ,  Commun,<y Centies
I n d o r e  Two Community Centres organised in the two

predominent labour and backward localities form 
Re-port for 1971-72 the nucleus of multipurpose activities. Reading

Rooms have been provided at these centres. From

THE Institute, established in 1960 as a Pilot time to time activities such as Shram-Goshti, Film- 
Project by the Government of India in the field show. Drama. Bhajans, Mushaira etc. are conducted 
of Adult Education, conducted its various at these centres to create social awakening and 

activities for the uplift of workers alone in the past interest and desire to lead a healthy and cultured life 
ten years. However, since last year its sphere has among the inhabitants, 
been enlarged so as to include all adult illiterate 
population of the industrial city of Indore. (6 ) Library

The Institute carried out the following activities The Institute maintains a Central Library having 
during 1971-72:— a stock of 10357 volumes. It also conducts Box

Library System to feed the Community Centres, 
Regular Activities Mahila Kendras and Literacy classes with sets

7 of 50 to 60 books, in rotation. During the year
(I) Functional Literacy Classes underreport 13001 volumes were lent for home-

To increase the productive capacity of the reading, and the membership stood at 1035. 641
workers two courses each in spinning and weaving books weie adoed to the hbiary during the year, 
were conducted in the three Textile Mills viz Hukum- The library is open to all. To borrow a book a 
chand, Malvva and Swadeshi. 240 workers received person has simply to deposit Rs. 3/- only. The 
the training. library is open for 8 hours a day i.e. from 10 a.m. to

6  p.m.
(2) Adult Literacy Centres .

38 periodicals were received in the Reading 
17 Adult Literacy Centres in pursuance of Room of the Library, 

literacy campaign in densely populated labour locali-
ties were conducted. 700 males and females were Advantage of the study centre conducted in the 
made literate during the two sessions, each of six Library was taken by nearly 100 private students, 
months duration.

,  , ,  Occasional ActivitiesIn addition to those centres seven literacy classes,
each of one hour's duration and both for men and Besides conducting the above mentioned regular 
women were conducted. The Panchayat & Social activities, the Institute organized the following 
Welfare Department of the Madhya Pradesh programmes:
Government has given a grant-in-aid of Rs. 1125/-
to the Institute for this activity. (1) Celebration of Important Days

(3) Mabila Kendras ^  Tbe ln^ L'te ce‘eb4 ed l,Tie International Literacy
Day, Social Education Day, Independence Day anu 

The Institute conducted 9 mahila kendras during Republic Day, by organizing Prabhal Phcris. meet- 
the year under repot t A new mahila kendra was ings and literacy fairs in the localities. In the 
opened during the ear. Nearly 450 adult women nights, drama and film shows were also arranged, 
attended the Rashtra Bliasha classes and 417 women
joined the Handicrafts and Tailoring classes con- (2) Centenaries & Anniversaries

The Institute observed the Gandhi Jayanti Week 
Besides conducting these A' se> useful general (2 to 9 October), Nehru Jayanti as well as anniver- 

information pertaining to child cure, health, hygiene, saries of Nehru and Shastri by holding meetings# 
nutrition, family planning etc. through organization competitions, Shramdan, and lectures by experts,
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(3) Social Gatherings the year. The first one was held from 25 to 30
Social Gatherings of the Functional Literacy rac^House^I ncknnt'fnr °* ^

classes, Adult Literacy Centres, Mahila Kendras Adul^LitemJv Worlc f *  teachers engaged in 
and Coaching classes were held in order to develop y
Personal contacts and to sustain interest in the The Second Training Course organised for the 
activities conducted by the Institute. Sanchalikas of the Mahila Kendras was in the form

A noteworthy feature of these gatherings was the a JSexr5sb^fs P.ou[se' U was conducted from 
contribution to the National Defence Fund to the 20 to 26 March with the cooperation of local Girls 
tune of Rs. 534/- by women who voluntarily Jie£.re.e College an^ Regional Family Planning 
cancelled their annual dinner. Training Centre.

(4 ) Literacy Fairs A Seminar on ‘University Youths’ Contribution
y in the Functional Literacy Programme’ was held

Organisation o f‘Literacy Fairs’ in labour areas from 29 to 31 March 1972 with the cooperation of 
nad been another special feature of the year 1971-72. the Indore College of Social Work.
3 such fairs were held. . •

Besides the above mentioned activities other
(5) Training Courses and Seminar programmes such as film shows, dramas, Harikatha,

Sangeet Sabha, etc. were also held at various centres
Two Training Courses were organised during during the vear from time to time.

1—- ________________________

Role of Education in The table on page 17 indicates sionals in both fields must cc~
Population and Family which target groups, objectives, operate—plan together, work
Planning Programmes techniques, and content are best together exchange information,

suited to mass communications, combine forces in every possible 
{Continuedfrom page 17) formal education or nonformal way.

Which of the organizations organizations. “  " “ _
We are considering will deal most T> • • . , . . . .  Functional Literacy Experi-
efTectively with the content of the the usefulness of the orgamza- mental Pilot Project in
socal influence component? tion is ]imiled to those factors Zambia: Reasons for

The demographic and the list?d- In °ne waY or another Drop-out
cultural and psychological vari- each of the three organizations (Continued from page 5)
ables that are formed early in a cc s al target groups, contri- /part 0f jjv y |ie ,
’'le can be most effectively in- ,l! es ,to !he accomplishment of number of participants dropping 
fenced  by the formal school. a11 objectives, utilizes all techm- due S e  of X e  i f

reproductive and .he religi- S ' l  S u S n e  t c X ’j f  » » ™  '» S h % , e & L
ous and moral variables are • t X f c h  nrl‘ X  Another interesting difference we
iWobably best transmitted by , . 1o each orgamza- js that very few students

- a n s  because of o u t  , 7 o £  co^ntdef
heir private and sensitive nature. tiveiv implement f  II soc ia l  fnfl.f' due t0 illness (Institutes' 9)

whe Political and administrative - v ■ ■ jn a nonuladon whereas here this effected quite a
variables, since they are the least , f .. , ; l a r g c  t1umber of students (31 or
Car8Uve and havc f e»era> appli- and famlly plannmg Pro8ramme. ]4 per cent) We presum  ̂ tha(
at|on to a whole population are _ this was due to the emphasis in

tl e,l suited to mass media. Eco- Concluding Note. If we are teachingthatparticipants.especi- 
^oniic variables can be influenced to influence people effectively ally mothers and would be
0 Actively by either mass media about population and family mothers, should visit clinics

r Conformal means. planning problems, then profes- frequently
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Inclusion of Adult Education in 
Development Projects Stressed

THE UNESCO's International Consultative (I) To envisage the establishment of an inter- 
Liaison Committee for Literacy in its meeting in national centre for linguistic questions to serve the 
Paris in March 1972 stressed the value of needs of education and, in particular, those of adult 

including literacy work and adult education in deve- literacy, 
lopment projects receiving international assistance
and relating to illiterate populations. The Committee (2) To invite teacher-training establishments set- 
expressed its conviction that any such project which ^p under the auspices of Unesco or operating with 
did not include an adult education programme lts assistance to include in their curricula literacy 
would fall short of requirements. problems and techniques.

The Committee recognised the importance of 13) To encourage States to mobilise all available 
research, more particularly research directly centred resources, whether financial (for example, the use of 
on the methods of implementation of literacy pro- special taxes) human (teachers), physical (school 
grammes. The Committee also stressed the value premises) or technical (radio, television, etc.) 
of exchanges of specialists belonging to countries (4) To establish a close link between planning 
within the same region because of the similarity of for adult literacy and planning for the develop- 
social conditions, situations and problems. ment of in-school education.

The Committee urged that new ways should be (5) To seek increased external assistance for 
found of providing funds for the Special Account for national literacy programmes, 
voluntary contributions for literacy work. The Com- (6) In the context of International Book Year, 
mittee favourably considered the idea of an inter- to encourage the members of the book-buying public 
national literacy foundation to be set up under aegis to interest themselves in the fate of those who can- 
ol Unesco; this foundation should have as its head not use books because they cannot read

SdSSSily0 '  ’£ £ £ ’ i f f k ' S S J S  -  TO » f - M  Literacy
raisi„e lands for the financing of literacy wort.

The Committee emphasised that literacy should butions for literacy work, 
not be a matter for educators alone, technicians and /o\ tv, , . , 1,,,. ,, • . , .
people responsible for economic action should like-  ̂ * e experiences gained from var
wise participate actively in literacy work national literacy programmes in depth and toParuc,Pate actlvely In literacy work. compare the results with those of the World Education
Recommendations Experimental Literacy Programme. On the basis ol

this comparison, to construct action models suitable 
The Committee made the following specific for use both in mass literacy campaigns and in 

recommendations to UNESCO. selective programmes.
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N E H R U  L IT E R A C Y  A W A R D  FOR 
SA TY EN  M A IT R A

THE 1972 Nehru Literacy Award of the Indian ’ — "" ” ~  ’ ~”
Adult Education Association has been awarded A l l  In d ia  A d u l t  E d u c a t io n  C o n fe re n c e  
to 56 year old Shri Satyen Maitra, General

Secretary, Bengal Social Service League, Calcutta, Bombay, October j O to November 3, 1972 
for his outstanding contribution to the promotion The Indian Adult Education Association is 
of literacy and enlightenment among the masses of organising the 25th A]1 India AduU Education Con-
lndla< ference in Bombay from October 30 to November 3,

The award was announced on September 8 , 1972, 1972. The theme of the Conference is “Life-long
the International Literacy Day. Education—Its Implications for India’s Adult

Education Programmes”.
Shri Maitra, social worker and an adult edu- ^

cator has a long and distinguished career of dedi- All persons connected with adult education are 
cated and devoted service to the cause of adult entitled to attend the Conference. To secure accom- 
education in the country. modation and to receive reading material the intend­

ing participants are requested to send delegation 
The decision to give this award to Shri Maitra fee of Rs 5/- to the Hony. General Secretary of the 

was made by an Award Committee set up by the Association by October 5,1972. Those who have 
Association. The Award Committee consisted of already paid the delegation fee in 1971 for the Jaipur 
Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta, President, Indian Adult Conference which was postponed need not pay 
Education Association, Dr. L.M. Singhvi, Execu- again, but send an intimation, 
tive Chairman, Institute of Constitutional and 
Parliamentary Studies, New Delhi, Shri J.C.
Mathur, Member UNESCO’s International Advi­
sory Committee on Out-of-School Education and The Nehru Literacy Award was first awarded in 
Shri S.C. Dutta, Chairman, Asian-South Pacific 1968 to Dr. (Mrs.) Welthy H. Fisher, founder of 
Bureau of Adult Education and General Secretary, Literacy House, Lucknow. The other recipients 
Indian Adult Education Association. The Award have been Smt. Kulsum Sayani, Vice-President, 
Committee had examined the recommendations Bombay City Social Education Committee, Mysore 
received from State Governments, Voluntary Agen- State Adult Education Council, and Dr. (Mrs) 
cies and outstanding adult educators from all parts Durgabai Deshmukh, President, Andhra Manila 
of the country. Sabha, Hyderabad,
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, r,.v,..-y;. : agyfcy’iaiyj .-.-a* ~ii Symposium on Reading Materials
for Neo-literates

WRm 4 |  ! f  |  tP t lB H  A symposium on “ Reading Materials for Neo-
literates” was organised by the Indian Adult Educa- 

H h  tion Association in cooperation with the Delhi
m  v | p v V  Adult Education Association as part of International

Literacy Week on September 5, 1972. Shri C.
“ ' " ' Bonanni, Unesco Expert on Materials for Functional

Literacy presided.
M o h a m m e d  R e z a  P a h la v i  P r i z e  f o r  Shri Bonanni urged the social education workers

G r a m  S h ik sh a n  M o h im  introduce the books to the masses of adults.
Any book or books that can be understood by them

DR. V.P. Kahr, UNESCO representative in India should be given to them. The workers should help 
said in New Delhi on September 8 , 1972, the them in reading these books.
International Literacy Day, that the 1972 He said that the books besides giving knowledge 

Mohammed Reza Pahlavi Prize of Unesco worth and education to the adults can change the destiny 
$ 5,000 has been awarded to Gram Shikshan Mohim and very pattern of life of the mil ions of the 
of Maharashtra for making 9.7 million people people. He said that some books had made great 
literate in the State. impact on Gandhi and Lenin and transformed their

‘ ^  ... lives. Therefore vigorous efforts should be made
?-a^ ia Raman’ Chief Executive Councillor to introduce the books to the adults and see that 

of Delhi, speaking on the occasion, called for all- they are read by them, he concluded, 
out effort to eradicate illiteracy. He said that the Among those who spoke on the occasion were 
defunct adult education centres for males would be Dr N A Ansari and shri K B Rege of the Direc- 
started again to promote literacy in Delhi. torate of Adult Education, Shri B.R. Vyas, Deputy

He distributed certificates to 1200 adults, trained Director of Education, Delhi Administration, 
under the functional literacy scheme. He also gave Sarvshri N.R. Gupta, S.R. Pathik and S.P. Milind. 
away certificates to those who have passed the
higher secondary and middle school examinations Saiyidain Memorial Committee
from the seven adult schools run by the Delhi To commemorate the distinguished services of 
Administration. Dr. K.G. Saiyidain to the cause of education, the

The International Literacy Day was jointly cele- Saiyidain Memorial Committee under the president- 
brated by the Delhi Administration, Delhi Munici- ship of Nawab Ali Yavar Jung proposes to institute 
pal Corporation, New Delhi Municipal Committee, annual lectures to be delivered by eminent Indian 
the Indian Adult Education Association, the Directo- scholars and by scholars of other countries. The 
rate of Adult Education and other agencies working committee proposes to collect from individuals, 
in the field of Adult Education. organisations and Governments subscriptions

-------- amounting to one hundred and fifty thousands
n  n  v r  rr i „ rupees for this purpose.Q Jualitative R o le  of V o lu n tary  „ .  „  ,  ,  .. J The Memorial Committee has made an appeal

A g e n c ie s  for donating to the Memorial Fund. The donation
Shri J.P. Naik, Adviser, Ministry of Education can be sent to Col. B.H. Zaidi, Secretary and 

and Social Welfare, said in New Delhi on August 22 Treasurer, K.G. Saiyidain Memorial Committee, 
that voluntary agencies had only a qualitative role Zaidi Villa, Jamia Nagar, New Delhi-25 
in the eradication of illiteracy in this country. He ——-— - — ———
said that voluntary organisations with limited re- He suggested that different types of schools could 
sources should undertake pilot projects of pioneering h>e opened to attract students with different age 
nature to test certain hypothesis. The results of the levels of 11 years and 14 years and within one or 
experimental projects should be passed on to the two years il was not difficult to absorb them in the 
Government for tackling the problem on a massive regular schools. What the present law amounted to 
scale, he added. was the denial of education to the poor.

cm,.; tvtoi'i, • T j  . t Since the adult illiterates could be roped in for
r  inaugurating the Leaders Literacy literacy programraCs only if there was some econo-
Trainmg Seminar jointly sponsored by YMCA and mic incentives it was worthwhile to try to connect 

. . the literacy programmes with the rural employment
Shri Naik said that more than half the world’s projects which would be taken up during the fifth 

illiterate—about 38 crores are in India where the Five-Year Plan, he said.
percentage of literacy showed only a slow growth The ten day training seminar was attended by 30 
rate. The concept of universal primary education participants from different parts of the country, 
in the Plans had tailed because it was only a single Dr. T. A. Koshy, was the Director and Shri S.C. 
point entry system. Dutta was the Associate Director of the Seminar.
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Functional Literacy Methodology and Its Implications
for the Broader Field of Adult Education

C. Bonanni*

1. Adult Education: to-morrow work, by the various Functional Literacy Projects in

APPROXIMATELY 50% of the school age Asia, Africa and Latin America, within the frame of
population of the Third World, because of the the “ U.N.D.P. World Experimental Literacy
low rate of initial enrolment and because of the Programme"’ has offered initial answers to some

high rate of dropouts, is, at present, not receiving °f the above mentioned questions; particularly
any formal education. Thus, many children of to those concerned with the methodology of design-
today, reaching the age range of fifteen to twenty in ing curricula and transferring knowledge, skills and
the 1980’s, will be in need of Adult Education. aptitudes to adult workers, living in developing

From then, more than 15 millions young people situations and approached by outside their working
will enter each year into the family of the adult floors. We list the most relevant among those
learners. The young population explosion and the answers in the following paragraphs of this article,
consequent paralysis of the institutionalised educa- They have been mainly inspired from the Functional
tional structures will, certainly, increase in the future Literacy experiences conducted in Iran and in
the demand for out of school education. The India,
contemporary growth, in geometric progression, of
technology, science and knowledge will extend, at a 4. The New Criterion of Homogeneity 
later stage, the educational processes further into the Groups of the same sex, age interval, family
adult life. status, performing the same working activities, or 1
2. Its dilemma pertaining to the same professional categories have

T * ; n c j .• j  c • been, in the Past> “a priori” : often considered
Is Adult Education ready for this immense new homogeneous. For this reason Adult Education

ask. Is there any indication about plans objectives, programmes have been “ ad hoc” prepared for:
esigns, methods, technologies, the adoption of women, youth, farmers, industrial workers, craftmen, 
Inch will best serve adult education in its future etc_ But the Functional Literacy field experience has 

performances. Which audience has to be reached taught us that in developing situations, members of 
in priority? How o conciha e the general educational the same professional category carry with them 
needs of a population with the specific goals of given objectives, needs and interests which are frequently 
groups, and with the diversified natures and rhythms heterogeneous and mobile, because their adhesion to, 

each individual. How to formulate and their involvement in, a specific trade have been 
thue Adult Educatmn universal principle in a context determined, in many cases, by hazard and under 
which is far from haying a common ciedo about the constraints, more than by a free choice. Many adult 
finality of the man s existence. How the scientific workers living in developing situations, are mixed 
spirit of our times has to pervade the Adult labourers; they have a chronomadic professional
Education processes? How to de ermine the appro- mobiiity within a working day, which often for them
pnate strategies of aPP™ach, the contents of the j s  constituted of sixteen hours and of three voca- 
programmes, the organizationalpmteins and ,tde tions: industry, farm and small business.* 

delivery systems to be adopted? How to correlate .
educational activities and developmental processes I heretore, a better criterion to be followed in
and which will be their interaction? Which qualita- constituting homogeneous groups might be that of 
tive and quantitative segments of knowledge have to gathering together persons who have decided to 
be imparted to the adulfs, and how? attain m common new existential objectives, vis-a-vis

r  of which their actual conditions of life appear
3. The Functional Literacy Experience** inadequate and the need for change arises in full

The experience «ained during six years of field consciousness. The selection ot those persons who -- ine experience gaineu, mu b j share common aspirations, and the consequent
'The author works in New Delhi as Unesco Specialist identification of their common training needs, can 

jn Functional Literacy Materials Preparation. This article be attempted only through a deep dialoeue amnna

“ The expression “Functional Literacy” should be taken to ed and developed at grass-root level, in the same 
atean, herein, an instructional process integrating the teaming r ~  -

reading, writing and written calculation with the accelerate 'See my article: “Autodafe of an Adult Literacy Worker” 
‘ntensive training in given deve lo p m en ta l areas, such as: Convergence. Vol. 4—No. 1. Page 24, also: “W.O.A.I.
advanced agriculture, upgraded industrial work, family me P.P.—Iran—Evaluation Studies—-Nos. 3-4-5 Esfnhan 1969/70- 
Planning, applied nutrition, etc. : i.e. in the acceptation, his- (particularly: N. 3, Tables from I to VHT, concerned with the 
Porically, given to it after the 1965 Teheran World Congress characteristics of the participants to the Esfahan Functional 
°1 Ministers of Education”. Literacy industrial and agricultural programmes).
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zone of influence. This dialogue, which has to 6 . The work-oriented curriculum
t0 „anL 0perat!0,!al aCt} f y\ A at  (a) On the wake of this discovery the Functional 

J n l i r n T  ? C ° f ^ ^  Literacy projects have developed new methodologi­
s t 1™ P^fam m es target-audience and con- Cal parameters for designing Adult Literacy syllabi 
tent-areas. No preconceived Adult Education pro- and curricu]a addressed to active adults of develop-

| reSCf  f Y outsiders, as solution ing countries.* These parameters are shown here

below as ,hey have been chro"ok>sica"y awiied-
nostic process, aiming to the identification of objec- Fmlnrntinn nlm 
lives and needs, the constitution of homogeneous “woranon prune ^
groups and the definition of appropriate content- W Identification by an opinion field-survey
areas will be naturally and rightly achieved. This of the problems, faced by the future partici-
involvement, moreover, represents in itself the pants to the Functional Literacy programme,
attainment of an educational target. while pursuing, in full consciousness, the

attainment of a beneficial target; (problem— 
, . . a situation in which the attainment of a
o. i  he educational objectives wanted developmental target is delayed or

If we look to the roles traditionally assigned to prevented due to the lack of particular
Adult Education, we will find that they have been experience, knowledge or skills),
often defined as follows: it has to pursue the self- (fi) Confrontation of the adults’ perceptions of
realization of a man in a social context; it has to the problems with the diagnoses given by
awake his political consciousness and self-reliance; the specialists competent in the content-
H.has to led to the betterment of the individual areas inherent to the identified problems,
within his social and cultural environment; etc. ...... , ,, ’ , , (m) Final assesment of the real nature of the

When we have asked to the members of adult problem,
literacy groups organized in developing countries, .c .. c . .  , . . ,
which returns were they expecting from their parti- ^  ̂ Classification of problems by priority and 
cipation to the educational activities, generally, the se ection of those among them which are
majority of them answered: more income.** Some a  ucia and common to the target-audiences,
of them wish to get more income by mastering (v) Recognition of the linguistic patterns—• 
new working techniques, others by being trained phonological, lexical, grammatical and syn-
in new jobs, few by obtaining a primary school tactical—-of the daily spoken language of the
diploma They are right. They cannot be interested, adults, by analysing the texts of the group-
indeed, in self-realization within their own interviews, which have been recorded on
social context, except in this very way. They are tape during the above mentioned opinion
poor, they fight each day for basic survival; many field-survey,
of them are scarcely fed, afraid of hunger, in bad
health, inadequately clothed, full of debts, mort- Curriculum development phase 
gages, and other pains. What they really need is (vi) Inventory of the remedial measures required 
what they are asking, i.e. a higher level of income for the solution of the problems. These
because at their actual one there is no possibility measures have been prescribed by local or
of dignity, justice, equality and freedom. There regional specialists in the respective content-
is only room for a slavish condition, which is sterile areas, and in consultation, when and if
soil for any educational approach. needed, with national institutes of research

They need to earn more, or better: they need and study.
to know more for earning more: this is their primary (vii) Sequencing of the remedial measures requir' 
developmental target, i.e. tor them education and ed for the solution of the problems, accord-
development have the same meaning, as it is by the ing to the order in which they have to be
diachronic etymologies of both words. implemented: a sequence per each problem.

We can affirm, therefore, that the educational (viii) Juxtaposition of the different sequences, 
and training needs of adult workers living in deve- according to the calender of adoption of
loping situations are never purely epistemological, the measures included in them,
on the contrary, they are ergological. Knowledge _________
and  skills a ic  specifically requested  by the adu lts  *See: (1) Farmers Training Functional Literacy Programme, 
to  be transform ed in w orking energy an d  this India—Preliminary Report on the Problem-Survey,
la tte r  is needed by them  fo r executing given tasks, preparatory to the construction of a Functional
which are planned for attaining concrete, utilitarian, Li t*li?Cu £,l‘rricl'lum in Jaipur District,” Directora ;

, °  ’ of Adult Education, Ministry of Education, Govern
6 ° “ *®“ ment of India, October, 1971. ,

(2) W.O.A.L. P.P. Iran—Educational studies anu„ , documentation, no, 5. “The Taj group: brief accoum
•v-c; W.O.A.L.P.F • ban Evaluation Study, No. 3, of a F.L. experiment in a textile factory’ '

page 15—Table IX—Esfahan 1970. Esfahan 1969.
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(ix) Interweaving of the above mentioned sequ- ing specific advice on the presentation of the
ences in a unique list, in which the various contents of each instructional unit and on
remedial measures will be distributed the utilization of the related Functional
according to their progressive chronological Literacy materials, exercises-cards and
order of adoption. The outcome has been supporting aids.
3j j Sj innovative working tasks to be (xvj) Establishment of tests and of other measure- 
added to those traditionally executed by the ment tQols for an effective continuative,
adult workers. This list has been discussed “process-evaluation” and for a final
with them and only after having been “ summative evaluation.”
approved by them it has been officially
adopted as the syllabus of the Functional (b) The entire set of instructional units required 
Literacy Programme. for the solution of the crucial, common problems

(x) Break-out of the planned working tasks, in fac.ed b>'the ad^  workers composing tbe target-
their primary working operations, if and audiences, constitutes the Functional Ltfet acyairri- 
when required by their complexity. culum> which represents the instructional reformula-

, .. M , 7.77 i 7 7 . 1 j , tion of the syllabus. A curriculum: no longer
(xi) Inventory of the skills the knowledge and the breviary of various topics selected according to the

socio-economic information needed by the judgment of professional educators, but itinerary
adults for implementing, in a right, cons- j?or a journey towards practical and intensive targets. 
cious and autonomous way, each one of the Not knowledge-oriented, but work and wealth
working tasks or operations. oriented, if we utilize the word: wealth in the accep-

(xii) Organisation of the “corpus” of skills, tation, given by Buckminster Fuller, of energy 
knowledge and socio-economic information, compounded with intellect’s know-how. 
needed for the implementation of each . . T. , .• „ , T
working tasks or operation, within separate (?) . I{ sf ms to us>that tbe Funct»onal Literacy
instructional units. -T h is  organization has curriculum design and structures may give: answers 
been achieved by adopting the principle o f to many actual dilemma of Adult Education such- 
integration, i.e. all the instructional as the Showing ones: Which parts out of the
different components of a unit have been put ™mefnse 8alaxiets. of tbe acual knowledge have to be
in convergence towards a common core: the transferred to the adult learner? How to abol. h
working task, and in such a way that a the artificial chemical division ofthe knowledge m
linkage has been established between theory subject-matters and to attempt the process of learn-
and practice; a close linkage, but not synch- In? as ,un>t?. Howt,to av0ld’ whde I Z  ' t
ronic, as we will see later in the paragraph oriented training the danger of doing dressage
No 9 of this article F b y instead of educating? How to teach the adult the

. „ . ' . . , , , reasoning, exploring, discovering processes for him-
(xm) Preparation of simple written, veibal and self? How to integrate knowledge into the inner

numerical, expressions, clearly conveying the “ego”, of the adult, creating an harmonic and uni­
contents of each instructional unit. The ged personality, endowed not only with an “avoir 
structures of these piogrammes have been educatif” but also with an “ etre educatif”? Let us 
very carefully designed by dosing, in a spell out the answers in a more exhaustive way. 
balanced and harmonic way, the logical
patterns of the farmers’ language and mind, (i) What has to be transferred to the adults? Only 
identified in the exploration phase, and the those segments of knowledge and skills, only those
innovative syntactical schemes required by aptitudes, intensively needed by the adults for the
the technicality of the given content area, implementation of the operations considered by
They have been accompanied by visual aids, them urgent and crucial for the attainment of their
such as posters, maps, working places, specific and practical goals.

g g ? s x s £ i  * *  r f - t t s za tion? By estaolishing a curriculum distributed in
(xiv) Elaboration of woiksheets, handout sheets modular units, having as a core functional tasks, on

and cards, containing progressive exeicises which all the various elements of the training are
for the analysis and fixation ot the basic geared of. These various elements, once taken out 
articulations composing the verbal and from the frames of given subject matters and aggre- 
numerical expressions, and for the develop- gated in a centripeta| Way around the common core, 
ment of reading, writing and written calcula- iose their artjgcjai connotations and acquire a new 
tion mechanisms. Each instructional unit ecological nature, which corresponds perfectly to the 
has been endowed with an exhaustive set of experience of the adults. For them, indeed, each 
exercises; the themes of which have been specjgc action iS dosely interrelated with different 
strictly related to the verbal and numerical aspects of tbeir every day ijfe and it is pluralistically 
expressions of the same uni t— felt, within a 360° horizon. On the contrary the

(xv) Preparation of an Instructors’ Guide, offer- approach adopted by the content-areas specialists
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often puliverizes the adults experience in a series of quick logical processes of association and inter-
various, parallel and monographic topics. relationship, together with the capacity of assimilat-

(iii) Is this intensive and work oriented training mg knowledge horizontally and “per saltus” , i.e. not
more a dressage than education? The mastery of systematically. This, particularly, when knowledge is
given knowledge related to working experiences, and connected with the deeds of his existential experience,
the application of the rational principles elicited It is for this reason that scholastic teaching pro-
from them to analogical new situations, is for the cedures have to be considered incompatible with the
adults an inestimable source of continuous energy, learning processes of the adult mind. Let us give an 
vitality and faith. There is more educational charge example of this incompatibility. In Iran during the 
in such accelerate training for life than in many first two years of the Esfahan Functional Literacy 
years of scholastic humanities. In the light of the Scheme, while the farmers following the “General 
first qualitative results of our actual field experiences, agriculture” programme showed high mental capaci-
this statement should no longer be considered ties for calculation, their achievements in written cal-
as an hypothesis. dilation were very poor. The reason for this ineffi-

(iv) How to give the adults the power for a con- c'm}c'? appeared to reside in the above-mentioned 
tinuative self-determing and self-renewing education? dichotomy between the procedures adopted by the 
If we look at the work-oriented curriculum having teachers on the blackboard and those followed by the 
in mind the “product” of its adoption, we can say adult mind. Encouraging results were achieved when, 
that the information and the instruction provided by finally, the method for teaching basic arithmetic was 
it, being applied to concrete situations and merged based on adult s mental approach, as shown by the 
into activities, will be naturally recalled whenever tables given on the next page.
those activities are again required;'and if we look at We can affirm, therefore, that before to start any 
it as “process” then we can say that it aims at giving transfer of specific knowledge to an adult learner, 
the adults a consciousness of their capacities of the inner processes adopted by the adult mind in 
solving rationally any problem can they encounter dealing pragmatically with that given field of 
in the future. Both these aspects can be considered knowledge have to be known and used in preference 
as the learners’ take off towards an autonomous, to the scholastic ones, 
permanent education.

(v) How knowledge can be integrated into life? The delivery system
Experience has shown that inducing attitudinal Which will be the optimum duration of an Adult
changes is a necessary gradual process. Neither Education stage, the best time in a day for organiz-
indoctrination nor demonstration are of much use ing the meetings, the best Adult Education floor, the 
in achieving lasting changes. Rather the adult best type of Adult Education agents, and the most 
learner must be brought, by degree, to develop habits appropriate organizational arrangements for its 
and accept an outlook conducive to the types of implementation? The selection of the best “delivery 
behaviour that he is being induced to acquire. We system” cannot be made simply by choosing from 
think, indeed, that the work-oriented curriculum among existing prototypes; on the contrary it has 
contains in each unit an inducement to new atti- to be “ad hoc” designed according to the character- 
tudes, values and behaviours. By providing the istics, human and physical, of the “milieux” in which 
learners with the opportunity to reflect, rational, the programme has to be implemented, 
upon their working experiences, it is hoped that, If we consider again the findings of the Iranian 
litt.e by little, they could shift from an unthinking Functional Literacy field experience, we can say 
acceptance o; the realities to a critical understanding that the adult learners working and living in its 
of them. By making them witnesses of the socio- zone of influence were, in general, busy and rarely 
ef0-u°lnlf ™Pllca.tl(?as and of the historic dimension free.” Many of them were constantly engaged in 
of their functions it is expected to instill in them a some ephemeral occupation, because their life was 
n-tm-*-C°nC1T>U?ueSS °" tlcir sPcial rignts and respon- at subsistence level. In some cases, the were also
s.ibilities. Both processes in fact aim at last to free seasonal immigrants, six month here, six there. If: 
die leainei nom any fatalistic acceptance and to farmers: they were totally employed and completely 
make him awaie of his capacity to influence his unavailable during the most important seasonal
natural and social milieu. cultivating operations, such as harvest time. If
n tl i ,» ■ workers in an industry: they had to spend, some-
7. The adult mind s process of learning times, two hours for reaching the duty station from

Another delicate aspect of the Adult Education their far dormitory villages. And they had also to 
methodology is that concerned with the “adequatio” respect the many cultural, religious and national 
between the communicating processes and the adult holidays. Often in the moment in which the adult 
mind learning processes. Generally, concepts are learners were free adult educators were not with 
given in unnatural isolation and in vertical pro- them, being on leave or engaged in other activities.* 
gression, with a full respect of the so-called logic of — jg  ... — T „ „  T ,. . . M o
the pedagogy which is generally, foreign to the ‘ ̂ ration,Participation wd f in a n c e  m Funcfional 
actiilt mind. I he adult learner, indeed, possesses Literacy'Courses”—Graphs 1 to 10—Esfahan 1970.
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A. Addition and Substraction, based on Adults’ Mental Approach, as distinct from the Scholastic One

279+ 365—
183 128

1. Read Aloud 1. The approach is by “making up" from the lower
“Two hundred and seventy-nine plus one hundred to the higher number (as when counting out 
and eighty-three" change)

2. Write down as said e.g. 128 to 130= 2
130 to 150= 20

200 70 9 150 to 200= 50
100 80 3 200 to 300=100

300 to 365= 65
3. Add the parts in the order which in simplest to

the operator ( this will vary from person to 2. Now proceed with addition; read aloud and write 
person) as said:

e.g. (i) 200+100=300 2
70+ 80=150 20
9+ 3= 12 50

100
(ii) 300+150=450 60 5

450+ 12=462 --------------
-----  100 130 7=237

B. Comparison of test-results in Arithmetics before and after the change in the Teaching Method

to the various external factors limiting the adults 
participation to the courses may jeopardize the 
success of present and future Adult Education 

____ programmes.

9. “From the Complex to the Simple”

—  The situations and the data introduced in the
preceding paragraphs will also lead us towards 

---- an other important consideration. The Adult Educa-

t tion curricula to be designed for workers living in
developing situations cannot be rigid and closed 
They have to be open and adaptable "to the different 
concrete exigencies ot the groups. Their contents 
cannot be distributed following pre-established 
graded pedagogical progressions, but only the order 
in which they are required for the implementation 
of the planned tasks. This nullified the pedasoei- 
cal principle demanding a teaching process going 
from simple to complex. If necessary: complex 
concepts can be given from the very first dav, 
because they are urgently needed by the adults and 
because the adult mind will have, at beginning and 
at the end, equal capacity to grasp them. At the 

. same hme, the curricular units have to be liberated

trom the chain of a continuous rhythm. Each unit 
' '  f as.t0 be> as far as possible, an all in itself, has

to Have an inner, complete, exhaustive nature and 
_ , ,■ !?81C> m such a way that it could be, ideally trim .

For these reasons the, adoption of a delivery ferred and assimilated without knowing*  ̂ neither
system designed without paying the right attention about the preceding nor about the following.
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10. Theory’s and Practice’s Diachronism pation, as we have seen before, and because of the
c  , .. e . , . r , . , , fact that the rhythms of an agricultural cycle orEach unit of an Adult Education curriculum has of an industrial circuit are q*icker and ^ ore in.

to be grounded on the execution of a given prac- tense than those of the educational process, as
tice and strictly focussed on its adoption time. But shown by the example given in the following table
the assumption of a strict synchronic integration elicited from the Functional Literacy Curriculum
between the educational and the adoption calendar developed for the farmers cultivating Hybrid Bajra
has to be given up, because of the intermittance, (millit) in the Jaipur District of the Rajasthan
irregularity and discontinuity of the adult partici- State of the Union of India:

A—Remedial Measures: Application of Phorate 10% against White Grub. (Holstrichia consanguinea)

—B -  - C —
Working operations Technical Contents of the Related Instructional Units

Knowledge
Skills Math, and Science Socio-econ. information

1. Provision of Phorate —Phorate 10% —Percentage —Suppliers and Supply-
10% ing price

—How much is needed? —Quantity= Area —Expected benefits
xQuant/Unit Area

—How to get it? —Action; effects —Safe storage

2. Detection of White —When and How to de- —Life cycle of the White —Natural equilibrium
Grub tect the adult bettle? Grub

—Progression

3. Application of Pho- —When and How to —Time-Distance —Safety and precaution
rate 10% apply Phorate 10% Speed measures when apply­

ing Phorate.
—Furrowing techniques —Poison

Duration of Functional Literacy Teaching:
Duration of the operations:

Twenty-one days
c. Seven days

(one week per instructional unit)
—-----------.———■

11. Who has to prepare the Adult Education Curri- contemporary cultural integration of the society?
cula? starting at the community level.

The Adult Education Curriculum cannot be Therefore, there is an urgency of giving to any 
prepared by educationists only, it needs to be ela- professional working at field level on educational
borated by a high skilled interdisciplinary staff, dimension, an urgency of finding ways for material-
working as a team in the same environment of the izing the potential educational charge, which is
groups."’* What in other words means! impossibility merged with any professional tasks. Once material'
of realizing an effective educational process, with- ized it will become irreducible. In the majority of
out true dialogue between white and blue collars, the developing countries this target can be attained.-
members of the same community. Continuing Adult because there is to-day a wealth of intellectual re-
Education will remain a dream, without achieving a sources; a wealth which, unfortunately, has not yet

S . a - : w.O.A.L.P.P. Iran--Educational Studies, No. 2— been fully utilized in the benefit ol the national
Table no. 23: “ Elaboration of curricula Phases and inter- societies.
disciplinary organization” I sfahan 1970. (Continued on page 20)
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A LOOK AT ADULT EDUCATION IN THE SEVENTIES
(A Research Survey in U.S.A.)

ADULT educators frequently hear and read about al courses in the field of adult education. Sixty-five 
how things ought to be but it is sometimes good percent had held previous positions in adult 
to look at where they are, and to have a frame education as teachers, counsellors, or administators 

of reference in order to compare their own situations MWUor, e ,
and local programmes with those in other communi- administntnrc r«nnnHino t tn°r aĉ u 1 CeUiCo 
ties. Such an opportunity is provided through data in 1970-71 hut tXntv fm ° e survey was . 18,000 
gathered by a 1971 survey by the National Associa- 0e <? 2n non and nvnr ^"n f h0V ts 0^ - I 52 
tion for Public Continuing'and Adult Education distric?’a S n l f t f  ,he 5-,ghf s?hPo1 
Research Committee. A four-page questionnaire their adult edm-ntinn C ™ 's rators ind,cated that 
was mailed to administrators of 722 community * 'e aild K  ^  parM‘me
adult education programmes across the. country administahve duties made up S m a W e r ^ f  "heir'

349 high school and unified school district adult ® p rcent have doctorates.
education programmes, 47 community colleges and SCHOOL AND COMMTTNITv i f i n i  rxiirc 
42 that indicated “other,” including technical “  , , COMMUNITY FACILITIES
schools, community schools, and specialized adult Adult education classes meet in a variety of 
school programmes. In the spring of 1971, these locations in order to bring educational opportunities 
programmes registered 1,440,453 part time and to the community. Most adult education programmes 
187,564 full-time adult students. (77.6 percent) share facilities with the day time

secondary or community college, thus extending the 
ADULT EDUCATION TEACHERS uscful hours of the school plant by nearly half-a day.

Programmes responding to the survey reported a fo/aduh^educati^ facilities
total of 37,162 teachers of which 3 738 (roughly 10 „f day

community with special skills. Those who are part-

2 .  • L f t Z ' J g L S t e  Ad“ "  * * * » ”
I  t o  L s 'a  ?hared <V < *< *  M  -  77.6
basis for L r E e E t a  t a r e “ a T t a e  pay of fac‘"t,es for “ dusi“  ad'" ‘
adult education teachers in 37 percent of the local CIasses meeti in churches -  ^ 0
adult education programmes. Professional training Classes meetinn in mmmnnitv
was considered as a factor in the hourly salary in 24 recreaUoffaci ies Y , ,  ,
percent of the schools, and type of class (such as Used sn-icc nrnvi i,vi ; a i V
schools” lab) » as co"sidOTd in 12 per“ “‘ <* « -  Classes'meeting in rented buildings 24.4

• Meeting in senior citizens’ housing
projects .. 1 k s

ADULT EDUCATION ADMINISTRATORS Classes meeting in public libraries 14.8
Adult education administrators are usually Classes meeting in private homes ... 10.0

employed under the title of director or principal. Other miscellaneous types of facilities ... 11.4
Sometimes both titles are used in combination. They
tend to remain in their jobs for fairly long periods VARIED AND FLEXIBLE CURRICULUM 
of time. Twenty-one percent were serving their first Variety and flexibility are key words in the curri- 
or second years in their positions, but a similar culum of public continuing and adult education in
percentage had held their present positions for more the- 1970s. Not only are classes offered in a variety 
than 10 years. Fifty-eight percent had been in their of locations but they are also offered at times to 
positions for periods of from three to ten years. meet student convenience. The fact that adult edu- 
Most have had professional training and previous cation has outgrown the “ night school” label is 
professional experience in adult education. Seventy- indicated by the response that only 23 percent of 
five percent reported that they had taken profession- the schools indicated that they offered classes only
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in the evening. Most adult education programmes OTHER LEVELS COULD LOOK TO ADULT 
schedule both day and evening classes. Forty-five EDUCATION
percent run classes in the summer as well as during Adult education administrators and teachers agree 
the traditional, academic year Twenty-six percent that teacl]ing adults is different from teachi clfild_
of the programmes offer Saturday classes. ren. Sixty-four percent of those answering the survey

The following list illustrates the various pur- questionnaire also agreed that elementary and
poses served by adult education classes in a com- secondary education might profitably look at some of
munity, along with the percentage of programmes the practices and experiences in the adult education
reporting course offerings for each purpose: field. Specifically, they pointed to adult education’s

Adult Education Purposes Percentage flexibilit/> relevancy to the students, and its closer
. , , , , , 6 student-teacher relationships. Following are com-

Adults learning to speak, read, and ments by adult education administrators:
write English ... ... 67.3

Adults who may earn a high school “Adult education is willing to teach what the
diploma ... ... ... 64.8 consumer (pupil) wants to learn”.

?i6t SCh“ ' e,Ui'  a  . “ ,s K seems that adult educators
Vnratmnni mnrcpc ' f n r r n‘n are more successful with disadvantaged and under-Vocational courses for job entry ... 60.0 educated persons and are better able to provide a
Vocational course for job advance- ^  q meaningful experience for them”. ?

Classes for out-of-school yduth ... 48.1 “Adult school teachers who also work with
Classes to assist the disadvantaged ... 41.7 children and youth seem to possess more empathy
Adults who may earn an elementary for their young students as a result of their adult

school certificate ... ... 38.1 work.
Classes serving the needs of the aging 29.9 , . ,
Classes promoting understanding of Classes are practical and geared to the needs
racial & ethnic minorities ... 25.8 , a , tS-. The approach is a mature one. High

Classes for handicapped adults ... 21.2 school teachers would find greater success if they
Regular high school students are permitted to would meet their classes on the same basis”.

attend adult school classes in 81.2 percent of the “Open enrollment; individualized instruction; 
programmes, usually to take classes for graduation opportunity for acceleration; few traditional, nega-
credits or to take courses that are not available in tive regulations—all are assets in continuing edu-
the daytime, high school curriculum. cation programmes.”

ADVISORY COMMITTEES “Teachers realize that they must ‘sell’ themselves
Advisory committees serve as a bridge between t0 maaita'n voluntary enrollments, 

the school administration and the community and “ Adult education has more experience in the 
help to ascertain the educational needs of the adult vocational field.” 
population, while little more than one-third of the
programmes reporting in the survey indicated an “The concept of lifelong learning adopted by 
overall, community advisory committee only 19 adult educators must become a part of the elemen- 
percent stated that they did not have advisory com- tary-secondary philosophy”.

“? -ving a s";dernt " t a i>“

, , . „ and weeks is a strong plus in adult education.”Advisory Committees Percentage
Overall advisory committees function- PROBLEM AREAS
ing in the community ... ... 35.8

Some subject areas having advisory When asked to indicate the most important
committees ... ... 27.4 problem facing adult education in the 1970s, 58 pef

Advisory committees for vocational cent of the respondents listed finances. Better
courses ... ... ... 25.8 facilities ranked second and was mentioned by only

Schools having an adult school student seven percent. Federal support has helped adult
body organisation ... ... 12.7 basic education and vocational education in recent

Schools having a faculty advisory com- years. State support varies from no support at a‘|
mittee ... ... ... u .2  to something just under the levels of elementary afH

All subject areas having advisory com- secondary school funding; neither seems quite
mittees •• ... ... 3.9 quate for the job to be done if lifelong learning is 10

Schools not having advisory com- become a universal promise for adults in America.
— 19'° —Swap Shop {Washington

10



HARYANA is a small State districts covering 120 selected vill- 
comprising seven districts. ages. The Government of India 
The approximate popula- has now selected another district 

tion of the State according to that is, Karnal for the implemen-
the census report of 1971 is one tation of this programmes from
crore. The over all literacy this year.
K n S f n  bUt am°n.g The Farmer’s Functional

• . tJ  P.ercen.t‘ Literacy Programme has received
f w L h l i ,  f n f DS in a very good response from the 

Z  i ^  gi £ L °  acy m Pett>' farmers who have small

purpose°f £ ?  S iS S S T S

X T ar d S3S2S2
to make this programme a 

At present there are three success,
schemes of Adult Education
under implementation in various GRAM SHIKSHAN MOHIM

# districts of the State. ON THE MAHARASHTRA
A d u l t  K m i r a h n n  E Farmer’s Education and PATTERN
a U U U  " U U t a u u u  Functional Literacy Pro- Under this programme three

gramme. districts have been selected for
2. Gram Shikshan Mohim bringing about cent percent lite-

• on the Maharashtra racy “  100 selected villages of
I J l  Pattern. each district. The districts where

.  „  , ,  c • , T,, .. this programme is under opera-
3. Mobile Social Education tion are Ambala, Karnal and

squaas. Rohtak. These adult education

Haryana T un!™™" ™ nactd £ !m7,J  FUNCTIONAL LITERACY honorarium of Rs. 20/- per
PROGRAMME month for the actual teaching

This is a centrally spoil- work for the first four months
sored scheme and the and Rs. 15/- for the follow-up
Government of India renders programme during the remaining

K L Zakir cent per cent ass ŝtance- This months of the year. The edto
' ‘ scheme was started in Rohtak cation Department proposes to

District for the first time in extend this scheme in two more
March, 1969. Six Blocks in this districts, that is, Gurgaon and
district were selected for this Hissar during this year."
programme with 10 villages in
each block. The total number of MOBILE SOCIAL EDUCATION
villages in which the programme SQUADAS
was started was 60. The Govern- Under thjs programraej two
m ? h ? c i J f f moblle Social Education Squads,visory stall and this start impart- nni, .• t
ed further training to the ins- Mohindergarh and Jind ' are
tructors who were supposed to functioning in the State.
run these Functional Literacy Each J  these Squadas
Centres. This programme has cover 30 centres at a time in a
already passed through two area for one year. Then these
phases in these villages and now centres are shifted to another
the adults are passing through area and follow-up programme is
the third phase. organized in the villages which

The Government of Haryana, have already been covered. Each
selected two more districts i.e. Mobile Education Squad has two
Gurgaon and Hissar for starting Supervisors—one for supervising
Farmers’ Functional Literacy the Men Centres and the other

~~ . . .  " programme in the year 1970 / .!. for supervising the Women
The author is Assistant Director of This scheme is now functioning Centres. These squads co-operate

^  in 12 blocks of these two with the other Departments
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Agriculture, Health etc. for were well acquainted with the there is a proposal to start 15
brinaing about an all round needs of the adults living in rural libraries, besides, strengthening
development in the villages areas and were also actively and extending district libraries by
selected under this programme. involved in the adult education giving them more grants for the
There is a Mobile Cinema Van programmes in one capacity or purchase of books,
which arranges film shows in the the other. Besides, experts from
villages where the Adult Educa- the Directorate of Adult Educa- SUPERVISION
tion class functions. The Public tion, Government of India, The District Education Officer
Relation Department helps in experts from UNESCO also Qf a district, is overall incharge
creating a public opinion for the guided the participants of the Gf the entire adult education pro­
adult literacy programmes. workshop. At the end of one gramme in a particular district.

week the participants were able 0 ne Deputy Education Officer, 
STATE CO-ORDINATION to produce 10 manuscripts. These js made incharge of this scheme

COMMITTEE FOR manuscripts were pretested before who looks after the Adult Educa-
FUNCTIONAL LITERACY giving them a final shape in a tion Centres being supervised by

A State Co-ordination Com- group of adult illiterates belong- his Block Education Officers,
mittee for Functional Literacy *Do to various categories. xhe Adult Education Centres are
has been constituted having Immediate steps are being taken actually run by the school
heads of the concerned Depart- 1° Priut these manuscripts, so teachers. At the headquarters
ments as members and the that these could be made avail- there is one officer who is
Education Minister as its Chair- aj*e to the Adults attending the incharge of the work of Adult
man. The Co-ordination com- adult education and the function- Education in the entire State,
mittees at the district and the aI 1'teracy centres. Haryana is a small State as
block level have also been Another Writers’ Workshop compared to some other States of
constituted. for preparing reading material on the country. But, it proposes to

Population Education to be inte- take an possible steps to raise
STATE BOARD OF ADULT grated with literacy programmes the literacy percentage among
EDUCATION is also being planned. This would men ancj WOmen both, in the age

The State Board of Adult heIP in the production of some group of 14.45, besides, extend-
Education has also been set up. niore reading material for the ing primary education to the
Besides, heads of the concerned target groups. school children of low age group.
Departments some non-official By the end of fourth Five It would be interesting to note
members have also been put on Year Plan, it would be possible that the average radious in kms.
the Board. This Board also to have one library at each of the availability of the Educa-
functions under the Chairman- district headquarters. In order to tional facilities has decreased very
ship of the Education Minister, make library service available to much since re-organisation of the
Haryana. more people it is proposed to State (Nov. 66). The average

The State Co-ordination start 12 libraries at Sub-Division radious in kms by the primary
Committee for the Functional headquarters and also introduce schools m 1966-67 was .59 kms.
Literacy and the State Board of * e system of Mobile Libraries in and now in 1972-73 it is only
Adult Education have been con- three Sub-Divisions. Thus in all 1.52 kms.
stituted to streamline the work- 
ing of the various Adult Educa- „
tion programmes and also to Recently Published
ensure the desired co-ordination
among the various departments M a n u a l
concerned with this gigantic
work- j for
PROVISION OF READING . , . T . ™ 1

m aterials Admit L i t e r a c y  l e a c n e r s
The provision of adequate by N.R. Gupta

reading materials for the target Rs> 10.00, Abroad $ 2.75
groups is very essential for help-
ing the adults to retain their (Rs. 5.00 for IAEA members)
reading and writing ability. The Available from
Education Department felt this -----— --------
urgent need and organised a Indian Adult Education Association,
Writers’ Workshop in November, 17-B, Indraprastha Marg,
1971. In this workshop only 5 *
these writers were invitees who New U eln i-I.
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THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
ADULT EDUCATION

T 'HE Third UNESCO World Conference on Adult employment during study should there-
t" !? at*on was beld from July 25 to August 7, fore, be guaranteed through appropriate
1972 m Tokyo, Japan, on “Adult Education in legislation. Unemployed workers should

the Context of Life-long Education. have the right to occupational training
The Conference examined the trends in adult a*?d to be paid during training. Workers

education during the last decade. It studied the educatmn and trade union and coopera-
functions of adult education within the overall edu- tlve R a t i o n  should be promoted. The
cational development conceived in the perspective of fcrftv ■ r j St .ac u t education in the
life-long integrated learning. It also examined the , s in developing programmes should
strategies for the general development of adult edu- t-e 0 mee  ̂ educational needs of tradi-
cation so that it may contribute, particularly to the uncter"Pnvdeged groups in many
democratization of education and to the attainment , 16 ies".. Anr°no these can particularly
of the major objectives of Second Development mentioned unemployed within these
DpraHp groups. Girls and women are often parti-

_ . '  cularly disadvantaged.
Delegates were divided into two commissions. Tf ti_„ „ .. . .

They dealt with the following aspects: planning, ^  access to adult education is to
administration and financing; development of adult be .Wldened> je^UCai^ nf counselling
education through international cooperation, utilisa- services are needed Adults must become
tion of mass communication media; and mobilisa- PP°f v,UnitlCS- open ,t0 tbem and
tion and training of personnel Squired for the bf ad"‘f d ^ q ^ m e n ts  and conse-
expansion of adult education. qaenc?s of dlfferem methods of study and„ or various programmes.

The Conference brought together delegates from
82 member states of UNESCO and 3 non-member 2. (a) The eradication of illiteracy is a key 
states. There were also representatives from 37 factor in development. Literacy is a cor-
intergovernmental and non-governmental organisa- nerstone of adult education. But it is a
tions which represented such varied interests as means to an end, not an end in itself,
universities, family planning, mass media, libraries (b) Rural development on the scale and at
and women. the speed required in most countries calls

for extensive adult education provision, 
Recommendations especially directed at the subsistence far-

The following are the main recommendations mer an d  the landless agricultural worker
of tbp Conference' in coi junction with social and economic
ot tbe Conference. reforms. Industrial development, too
a t-j  .. j  u liman NTppJe carries with it a need for adult education
A° Education and Human Needs programmes to enable the adult to partici-

(a) Education is both a product of society pate in it and help direct the scientific and
and an influence shaping it. Changes in technical changes involved.
society and the developmental objectives (c) A study and understanding of environ-
ofthe community therefore, entail alter- mental issues including erosion, water
nation in the systems of education: con- conservation, pollution and population
versely, educational goals usually call for questions should be a major concern of
social, economic, cultural or political adult education,
reforms. It is the duty of adult educa-
to rs  to  identify and suggest such reforms. . Education must be transformed from antors to mentity an gg essentially formal process into functional one. Adult

(b) No groups or individuals in society should education must move out into society, merging with
be denied access to adult education work) leisure and civic pursuits ieiy> merg,ng wim 
Participation should be as broadly based
as possible. This requires that bamers Bo p a rticipatjon 
to access should be removed and that the
motivation for adults to learn be specially 4. (a) since the participation of people at the 
studied. It should be particularly noted grass-root level is essential, adult learners
that many adults lack the time and should play an active part in the planning,
resources to participate in education, raid management and conduct of their own
study leave, day release and security of studies. Adult educators should therefore,
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reach people in their own natural environ- versity entrance qualifications based on
ment so that these adults may feel secure school examinations should be waived so
and be genuinely motivated. that mature adults with the requisite

(b) In order to make rewarding opportunities knowledge and skills acquired through
available for creative participation by mature schemes °fr lnt otber
adults in the cultural life of their com- " w^ s> should hfve an opportunity for
munities, the cultural dimensions of adult study- Universities should identify and
education should receive special attention; carry out their research and training tasks
adult education and cultural development in elation o the needs of the total society
are interdependent. and not only PnvileSed segments.

(c) The conventional teacher-student relation- (b) Adequate academic status should be
ship should become a partnership based accorded to adult education as a discip in .
on participation and mutual learning More professional adult educators mus
in which the application of knowledge and be trained an  ̂ ‘?du 1 educatl0° re^ a1̂
the problem-solving approach is stressed. intensified. Such research should be

,  _  . , problem-oriented and multi-disciplinary in
5. The mass media should be more extensively jts approach,

and expertly used to ensure economic, social and
cultural development. In such use the public interest D> International Co-operation 
should be placed above commercial or private inter-
ests, the participation of adult learners at various 10- (a) International co-operation and the ex­
levels of educational programming in the mass change of ideas in the field of adult edu-
media should be strengthened. cation should be encouraged. In this

respect, the needs and problems of the
C. Administration, Organisation and Finance Third World should be given major atten-

. tion. Special note should be taken of the
6. Governments must be committed to adult close relation between adult education

education and should accord its status equal to that goajs ancj tjie promotion of world peace,
of the formal school system. Member States should ... , , ,  , , , c
therefore substantially increase their budgetary (b) There should be more regu ar an orm,-
support for adult education. International agencies *s^d consultation and col abora ion
and organisations such as Unesco and bilateral between the various international agencies
agencies of development, co-operation should devote aad b°dies that have programmes of adu
a considerably larger proportion of their resources to educa ion. Regional meetings on adult
adult education. educa ion should be he'd, particularly in

_ _  ......................................  the Third World.
7. The strength of adult education lies in its

diversity; adult education functions should be widely £  Universties
diffused throughout society through such institutions ° ' .
and organisations as trade unions, governmental U. Member States should encourage the uni­
bodies, enterprises, agricultural units and co-opera- versifies and other institutions of higher education: 
fives. The essential role of voluntary organisations (a) to recognize adult education as a discip-
and popular movements in adult education should line, and to undertake inquiries and
continue to be recognised by governments. They research in this field as an important and
are often able to reach and involve the educationally necessary aspect of their functions;
underprivileged when statutory bodies cannot do so. (b) to establish, as a necessary step in the
El oi s should also be made to ensure collaboration professional development of adult educa-
bef >.seen pi ovidmg agencies at all levels. tion, courses for the training of adult

8. (a) In order to facilitate the creation of a educators which should include both short
functional system of life-long education, in-service courses and longer courses lead-
schools should be concerned with the ing to the award of certificates, diplomas
whole community. The school should be or degrees;
viewed as only one of many learning (c) to participate in programmes of adult edu-
agents. reaching pupils how to learn cation of appropriate kinds and to make
should he its chiet task. substantial provisions for extension and

(b) Adult educationalists should be strongly refresher courses;
represented on educational policy-making (d) to establish in the Faculties of Education
bodies, and teachers at all levels should or equivalent units courses for the training
receive at least some training in adult of teachers and specialists in adult educa-
education methods and techniques. tion as wejj as t0 set Up intensive courses

9. (a) The role of the universities in adult edu- of short duration for the emergency train-
cation should be widened. Formal uni- ing of such personnel.
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(e) to operate special links with existing insti- (d) the need to train adult educators so that
tutions of adult education, to exchange they may be able to develop materials and
visiting lecturers and technicians and to methods in their adult education pro­
exchange journals and other publications; grammes which are adapted and relevant

to local traditions, customs and heritage.
F. Training

12. Member States should give high priority to Conclusions
the training of adult education personnel and for (a) Learning is life-long, the education of
this purpose: adults and of children and youth are

, , inseparable. But to be an effective agent
(a) adult education studies be included in he of change, education must engage the

curricula of teacher education, and in the active cofemmitment and partic$ af ion of
training of librarians and other educa- adults. It should seek to improve living
tional personnel,  ̂ conditions and the general quality of life.

(b) programmes be developed for training Apathy, poverty, disease, and hunger are
teachers who are specialized in adult edu- major human evils facing the world today,
cation, programmes being appropriately They can be eradicated only by making
co-ordinated with the teacher training people aware of what causes them and
system at the third level of education; how to conquer them. Social improve-

(c) seminars and courses for adult education ment and adult education are thus corn-
personnel be an integral part of the educa- plementary.
tion system, including short-term courses (b) The widening gap between nations, groups
for the training of trainers, full-time train- and individuals constitutes the greatest
ing officer in industry, adult educators moral challenge of our time. To close the
and administrators; gap is more than a question of social

(d) broadcasting, television, printed material, justice. In an era of ever-growing inter­
correspondence courses and audio-visual dependence between countries and of
aids be used in combination in the training increasing human wants, it is an economic
of adult education personnel. imperative and a pre-condition of world

peace.
13. Member States should take account of the (c) This inequality is due also to the unequal

following factors in developing their tiainmg systems distribution of knowledge. But it cannot
for adult education personnel: be so]ved simply by enlarging existing

(a) the need to train adult educators as social educational facilities. Experience shows
leaders with a deep awareness of the social that the provision of more education in
aspects of their functions and the capacity most communities tends to favour most
to stimulate and mobilize the community’s the already well-educated, the educational-
human resources for responsible participa- ly under-privileged have yet to claim their
tion in adult education; rights. Adult education is no exception

(b) the need to provide young people with to the rule, for those adults who most
opportunities to deal directly with the need education have been largely neglect-
educational and social problems of the ed—they are the forgotten people.
people so that they may receive from the (d) Thus the major task of adult education
community the stimulus which will also during the Second Development Decade
enrich their genera! and vocational of the Uuited Nations is to seek out and
training; serve these forgotten people.

(c) the need to make systematic efforts for —Based on an interview with
discovering, recruiting and training adult Dr N.A. Ansari, Deputy Director,
educators from among the local potential Directorate o f Adult Education,
leaders, despite the fact that they may who represented India at the
lack formal training; World Conference.
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Adult Education and the Second Development Decade
Anibal Buitron, Literacy Division, Unesco

WHAT I propose to do is point out some of the water and firewood, with very little, if any, additional
economic, social, cultural, and political remuneration.
problems that make the development of edu- The worj£; tiiese people do is no different from 

cation in the developing countries very difficult, if t]lat done by their ancestors hundreds of years ago
Pot,?2?P0SS1 j e' What I am going to say may app y The methods and tools they use have not changed

'̂ .i^eren t̂ degrees to the developing countries in sjnce ^  tjme 0f Spanish colony. What I want
Africa and Asia, but it should be remembered that tQ p0jnt out js that these people are busy all the
my comments are based largely on my experience in time, doing only what they are ordered to do, keep-
Latin America. jng long and exhausting hours, without any hope of

The fact that the literacy campaigns and commu- ever doing anything different, or in a different way. 
nity development projects have been running yeai after How can we expect people living under these con- 
year in practically every developing country without ditions to be interested in learning to read and write, 
much apparent gain is, in my opinion, a clear sign of or jn j10W t0 produce more corn or potatoes? Why
their failure. If we need another indication, it will be should they learn to read and write if they have no
enough to remember that in the last ten years the time for reading and writing, if there is nothing for

™  lteom nm  ™ WOrj**w-af iacreased r̂oF* them to read or write, if there is really no use for
740,000,000 to 810,000,000, and that at present only rea(jing and writing in the life they live? And why
about one half of the school-age children go to should they ]earn t0 produce more corn or potatoes?
school. Furthermore, the living and working con- To make their landlord richer? To tell him that there 
ditions of the people in these countries are not are new and better methods and tools for working
improving significantly. In fact, in some countries, tjje ]anci? j n this particular case, it seems to me that
the per capita income has gone down instead of up. ^  grst 0t>jectjVe should be a better distribution of
The first and most important mistake we have made, the land, 

and continue to make, is, in my opinion, our belief I believe that it will be possible to achieve better 
that we can solve all the economic, social, cultural, education in a much shorter time, after land reform 
and political problems through education alone. We has taken place, than it would be to achieve land re-
have to realize that under certain economic, social, form after the education of the people has improved,
cultural, and political conditions, education cannot The quickest and most effective way to take these
be of interest to the people or of much help in raising people out of bondage and put them on the road to 
their standard of living. The lack of careful adapt- progress and development is to make them the 
ation of the educational programs to local conditions owners of the land they work and live on. Only then 
is, I believe, the reason why so many literacy cam- will they have the time and the freedom to exercise 
paigans and adult education and community their own initiative, to discover the outside world, to 
development projects have failed. look for other sources of income, to appreciate the

In those countries where 80 percent of the land practical value of education, to recognize the impor- 
belongs to two percent of the population, it is very tance of learning the official language of their 
difficult, if not impossible, to arouse interest and country. The ownership of land for these people has 
demonstrate the value of education, unless that not only an economic value but that which is equally 
situation is first changed through an agrarian reform, important for the introduction of change, a psychol- 
I would like to illustrate what I am trying to say ogical value.
with one example I know quite well. In one of the This value is shown in the case of a few Indian 
Latin American countries, a considerable proportion groups who do own the land they work and who. 
of the red Indians, who make up about 50 percent through their own initiative and effort, have managed 
of the total population, live and work on haciendas, to develop some handicrafts as a source of income 
or large landholdings. In exchange for a small piece supplementary to agriculture. They travel around 
of land that the haciendado, or landlord, assigns to looking for customers for their products, and to see 
an Indian, the Indian must work for the landlord at other places and meet other people. All this has 
whatever he is ordered to do, usually from Monday made them realize the importance and practical 
to Saturday, from sunrise to sunset, day after day, value of knowing how to read and write, of being 
year after year. Whatever the family can produce able to speak the language of other peoples, and so 
on their small piece of land is their means of subsis- on. These Indians, without any prodding or urging, 
ting. In addition, ail these Indians, together with are learning to read and write, are sending their 
their families, have to take turns working as demestic children to school, are learning the official language 
servants at the main house of the hacienda, doing all of their country, are improving their homes, their 
kinds of errands, cooking, washing, cleaning, bringing diets, and their living and working conditions in
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general. The ownership of a piece of land provided at all levels. The new government usually disagrees 
all the motivation that was necessary. with what the previous government was doing

To try to educate landless people as a preliminary and/ eels compelled to change it and start its own 
step towards agrarian reform and a better life seems programme.
to me a very long, difficult, and doubtful proposi- The situation in these countries, therefore, is one 
tion, because in addition to the lack of motivation of constantly beginning but never finishing. I
there is the blocking and delaying action of powerful remember a minister of education who thought that
groups who are perfectly happy with the present what his country needed was more Normal Schools 
status quo, and do not see why it should be to train more teachers. After he was appointed, 
changed. he began opening Normal Schools throughout the

I would like to say here that the problem of co,untry. but long before the students in these 
knowing to whom we can teach literacy or anything schools could graduate, this minister was replaced, 
else profitably, and to whom we cannot, seems to be JThe man who succeeded him felt that it was no 
taken care of by functional literacy, which is, among Normal Schools that the country needed, but
other things and in contrast to traditional literacy! s?ho°Is ‘° artlsaas and technicians so he
selective. This means that in the teaching of literacy, ^°j>ed the Normal Schools and began to open
preference is given to those people who need it and eC nical scll00ls-
who can profit from it right away. But literacy can I should mention that in practically all these 
no longer be limited to the teaching of reading and countries there are planning offices, which have been
writing, and it can no longer be taught in isolation busy preparing development plans. But these plans
from the daily problems faced by the people. To usually serve only to show how different the action
be functional, it has to take into account the real of the government is when compared with the plans
interests of the people in order to help them achieve that have been formulated. The locations for new
a better life. This means that, in addition to teach- schools, for instance, are chosen according to the
ing them to read and write, they must be taught interests and recommendations of senators, congress-
better methods of farming if they are farmers, better men, ministers, generals, and other people of impor-
carpentry techniques if they are carpenters, and so tance, rather than according to the recommendations
on. It also means that if the illiterates do not have of the planning office.
a trade, they should be taught one while they are . . ,  . . c ,. ,.t. .
learning to read and write. In short, it means Another Problem, from ‘he. Pphtl,cal

• teaching literacy in function or in relation to the Sltuab0? in some developing countries is the d.s-
occupations and preoccupations of the people. regard for pioper qualifications when appointing

government officials at all levels, but especially those 
For this new kind of teaching of literacy, it is no at the top. This is a particularly serious situation

longer enough to have a literacy teacher and one or because outside of the government there are few
two books, as has been and still is the case in the opportunities for employment, since the private
traditional adult literacy programmes. For teach- sector is not yet sufficiently developed. The result
ing this new kind of literacy, we need, in addition is that there ij not enough incentive for getting an
to the literacy teacher, specialists in agriculture, education.
animal husbandry, handicrafts, home economics, T , , . t. .. . . .
and soon • us now turn t0 tbe °f planning.The time to plan realistic action is now, at the start 

Functional literacy cannot be the responsibility of the Second Development Decade. We know that
of the ministry of education alone. The whole a lot of progress has been made during the First
government has to assume responsibility. The co- Development Decade, especially from the quantita-
operation of other ministries is required and becomes tive point of view, but we also know that much
the key to the success or failure of this new type of remains to be done and that the mistakes made in
literacy. the past must be corrected, through a better know-

This brings us to a consideration of other impor- of the problems involved and a better adjust -
tant problems that make the development of educa- raent of the Programmes to the local conditions,
tion very difficult. They are the political and social bave wasted mueh money, time, and effort 
problems- political instability, favouritism, lack of because om plans did not take into account all the
coordination0 antf collaboration, and so on We 
know that one of the characteristics of most of the ”eld 01
developing countries is political instability and It is not so much the lack of educational 
political interference in practically every aspect of resources, teachers, school buildings, and books 
the life of the country. With each change of govern- that prevents people from enjoying their right to 
ment comes a change in plans and programmes, education. It is rather the economic, social, politi- 
Since there is usually not a well-organized and cal, and cultural conditions that I have tried to 
strong civil service, there is a constant turnover of describe in this paper, Unfortunately, while it is 
government officials, not only at the top level but relatively simple to increase the number aud improve
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the training of teachers or to increase the number cent of the difference in the achievements of children 
and improve the quality of school buildings and eleven years old can be accounted for by their home
books, it is much more complicated, difficult and backgrounds and the ambitions of their parents, as
time-consuming to start an effective redistribution against 20 per cent for all educational factors, 
of land, an effective collaboration of different , . . .  , , , . ,
government departments, an effective coordination , ? iave seen lat an advanced modern techno-
of activities to avoid duplication, an effective selec- °,=lca . ec<?n°m^ requires a workforce of high 
tion of personnel based on merit rather than on educational level. In the past, vocational training, 
political recommendation, and so on. We must which was very limited, could be acquired within the
realize that the economic, social, political, and cul- ll+s.elf and waS Part ° [ the p ”®1? 1 Pr°c, f s of
tural problems hindering the development ofedu- sociahzation. Education-by attaching itself ever 
cation are here to stay for some time They are all “ or® c]ose1?; ‘° the aeeds+ of uthe economy and its 
very complex problems and it is going to take a long development, by ceasing to be, as it was pre­
time, much effort and plenty of ingenuity to solve dominantly m the past, a means of obtaining social 
them. Meanwhile, we should try to adopt or adjust Pretstlge; by conver mg itself into a tremendous 
the educational programmes to these conditions, to tustrument ior technological innovation and social 
these facts change; by increasing its possibilities, potential as

well as actual—has come to a point of confrontation 
Education has been unable to maintain the same in a profound crisis. Even though this crisis does 

rate of progress as science and technology. For not endanger the existence of education, it makes 
example, while agriculture has changed profoundly, necessary an expansion of its functions and social 
even in some of the developing countries, education responsibilities, to which it must adapt by changing 
has undergone little or no change. We have already its philosophy, objectives, and methods, and trans- 
said that even the richer countries face a crisis in forming its organization.
education because their educational systems have , „
not been adapted to the needs of a world in a rapid ^  contradiction results from the application of
process of change. In effect, are we not still main- modern teaphing methods to archaic educational
taining the educational systems conceived in the systems: This is shown in the case of programmed
nineteenth century, and are we not forcing through instruction. Although it permits each student to 
these systems children who will live a large part of Progress m the acquisition of knowledge according 
their lives in the twenty-first century? The U.S. to h,s own interest and capacity, without restriction 
Office of Education estimates that 70 per cent of 1S USed within established systems that
those children enrolled in primary school will even- subject the progress of the individual student to the
tually work in occunations that do not now exist. group to which he belongs and to a calendar of

apprenticeship with pre-established promotions. All 
At present, 50 percent of the working population the advantages of this method are therefore limited 

in the West hold jobs that did not exist at the start or lost, and what remains is just a supplementary 
of the century—for example, those jobs connected method, a novelty. Following the same line of 
with the airplane, the automobile, the use of oil, thought, we can say that adequate and efficient use
atomic energy, plastics, refrigeration, and so on. In of television cannot be made if it serves only to show
twenty years, it is likely that industrialized countries the students the same image they have seen before 
will require university training for nearly 25 per cent and see every day in their classrooms—the teacher 
of all jobs. It is predicted that the total technologi- and the blackboard.
cal working force of 1965 will be obsolete by the . . . , , x , . r ,year 2000 We cannot introduce modern techniques of edu­

cation into educational systems that do not permit 
This situation is even more complicated, for advantage to be taken of their effectiveness. The 

recent studies show that the most important influence truth is that the rhythm of progress today is inevit- 
on the accomplishment of students in a school is not ably leading to a society in constant flux, in which 
the teacher or his training, nor the laboratory education also must continue to change its structures 
equipment, but the dynamism or stagnation of the and methods. Accepting this reality is not easy
economic and social environment in which the because it obliges us to give up many of the habits
school exists. It is also estimated that about 50 per that constitute the very foundation of our lives.
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to read and write.
Ban-Kyn-Shew-Jing-Tip Adults Night School The programmes were begun in villages where

Lyngkyrdem (Meghalaya) there would be at least 30 students between the ages
The Ban-Kyn-Shew-Jing-Tip Adults Night School ^  anc! 

in Khasi Hills, Meghalaya was started in May 1970. T^e villagers undertook to open their own lite- 
The institution aims at the removal of illiteracy from racy centres, constructing the building to house them 
among the masses of the adult population. It also when no suitable structures existed.

]mProvinS the standard of living of the Operation Peanut personnel conducted the literacy 
inhabitants and the general uplift of the local courses, assisted by one or more literate farmers,
community. These farmers, working on a volunteer basis, gradu-

The institution at the time being is being run in ally took on more and more responsibility for the
the building of the District Council Lower Primary courses. Supporting them were local literacy
School, Lyngkyrdem. It covers about 2000 inhabi- committee made up of village leaders,
tants. The percentage of literacy in Lyngkyrdem is In 1969, the first year, 20 villages took part in 
ten per cent. Operation Peanut. The results were gratifying. The

The Project is classified into two sections operation had clearly helped raise the commercial
(1) Literacy classes peanut crop from 18,000 tons in 1967-68 to 38,000
(2) General Education classes tons in 1969-70.

Literacy Classes By early 1971, 225 literacy centres were at work
The literacy classes are conducted for one year. with 10=200 students in Mali’s peanut producing

■ This is further divided into two phases: (a) prelimi- zone. And by 1970-71, 49,000 tons of peanuts were
nary grade (b) advanced grade. The duration in being produced annually for commercial use.
these grades is for six months each. _Unesco Features
General Education Classes --------

These classes are conducted in accordance with r»„ „ f c ,
the prescribed courses of the State Governments of E d u c a te  Programme for Smokers
Assam and Meghalaya. Any learner from the . A very innovative adult education programme 
literacy class who desires to proceed further to higher Wldl. a verY pragmatic objective to assist participants 
classes, is welcomed for the general education classes. kick smoking habit has been developed by the 
There are six graded classes under this scheme Washington Sanitarium and Hospital in Washington,

The institution is run 2f hours a day (7 p m . -  The ten day-Pr°gra"™e, the first
9.30 p.m.) for five days in a week. The Hindi classes K n l f l ? e 5 ^ , V 8P° d m tC00Peratl0n with
have also been introduced from the middle of this w  dlviot n  r  l° nL a mounta,n resort nearyear Washington, D.C., where programme participants

The school also runs social, cultural and recrea- the j f 0,cting The ,ten' day
tional activities. Debate, social work, extempore at C° oIfo(nt Pjus ^
speech, music shows etc. are regularly organised. • p ? r/0<?s at ,ater dates- Tl\e ten day plan„  , , , T . , T “ , 1S supervised by physicians, physical educators.
. To celebrate the International Literacy Day, the nutritionists and others. The programme approaches 
institution has launched a literacy campaign from tobacco addiction from three angles: educational 
July, 1972. About 50 adults have been made literate physical, and motivational. According to Dr Dunn
m If months. A separate function to celebrate the Director of Preventive Medicine at Washington
day has also been organised. Sanitarium and Hospital, the seclusion, beauty, and

--------  recreational facilities of Cooifont are an integral part
Functional Literacy Helps Make Operation of th(e programme. Cooifont is an 1,800 acre family

p  „ vacation complex and conference centre in West-
Feanut a success Virginia’s mountains near Washington, D.C. Further

Seven years ago the commercial production of information about the programme may be obtained
peanuts (groundnuts), an important item iu the by writing the Washington Sanitarium and Hospital,
economy of Mali, had slumped badly in that west 7600 Carroll Ave., Takoma Park, Md. 20012.
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Functional Literacy Methodology and Its Implications for the Broader Field of Adult Education
(Continued from page 8)

12. The Training of the Cadres (vi) —devising of a delivery system, appropriate
„ , to the target-audience and to the given

The topics uniformly suggested for a syllabus of zone 0f operations;
a training course addressed to adult educators are , , .. ’ .. ,
generally the following ones: ' ‘History and Philo- (™> -adequating, constantly, the educational 
sophy of Adult Education; Sociology of Adult Edu- process to the mobility of the situations,
cation; Psychology of Adult Education; Administra- (viii) —evaluating the intermediate and final 
tion; Education and Development etc.” But, if the results of the programme,
lesson of the field experience has to be learnt, and
Adult Education programmes have to be differ- 13. The adults’ participation 
entiate according to the educational needs of the Xhis topic is purposely considered at end of the 
adult groups, which differ from place to place, article, as “ viaticum”, because we want to empha-
from area to area, from state to state, then the sjze ps great value, and strongly call the attention
syllabi of Training Courses for Adult Educators 0p our colleagues on the fact that, as the Functional
must be completely revised. They have to be con- Literacy experience has clearly indicated to field
ceived taking into consideration the relativism of the workers, the success or the failure of an Adult Edu- 
operational approaches and to be focussed, conse- cation process is mainly determined by the level of 
quently, more on the methodological than on the /[le adults' active participation in it.
contentual aspects of an Adult Education process. „  ., . , , , ,, , • c  
The trainees should be enlightened, e.g., on the ,, For this reason, they have to be called in from
appropriate criteria, methods, techniques and tools, the very beginning. They have to be associated with 
F 'ed for • the educators in the definition of the educational

re^u l. . . .  objectives, in the recognition of their training needs,
(i) —defining Adult Education objectives con- jn t|ie preparation of the syllabus and the curricu-

genial to a given target-audience; lum, jn a\\ t[ie phases of the implementation of the
(ii) —recognizing the target-audience’s socio- programme, in the evaluation of the achievements,

pHuratinnai npprk- m the envisagement of improvements, when needed.
c , ’ , . . They have to share with the cadres and the agents

(in) identifying the target-audience s training the responsibility of organizing and directing their 
needs, and selecting the respective tram- own training programme.
ing-areas of the programme; „ . . , , . .. . . By exercising themselves in having opinions, in

(iv) designing differentiate curricula, tailor taking options and in operating accordingly, they
made for the various homogeneous groups wiJ[ discover how unlimited are their potentialities
ol the target-audience; Gf understanding and doing and, may be, little by

(v) —preparing sets of instructional materials, little, liow to formulate freely their own objectives
specifically related to each differentiate and their own values; this has to be considered as the
curriculum; final, and may be the only, target of Adult Education.
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m e h a i m  j o u r n a l  o i f  ADULT
_______  E D U C A T I O N

Vol. XXXIII October, 1972 No. 10

A LOOK AT THE BOMBAY 
COMFERENCE

About 200 delegates are likely to participate in
the All India Adult Education Conference of the Mujeeb to Deliver Zakir Husain Memorial 
Indian Adult Education Association to be held in Lecture
Bombay from October 30 to November 3, this
year. Shri A.N. Namjoshi, Education Minister of Prof. M. Mujeeb, Vice-Chancellor of Jamia 
Maharashtra is expected to preside over the Millia Islamia will deliver the Second Zakir Husain
conference. Memorial Lecture in Bombay on November 2, 1972.

Theme of the conference is “ Life-long Edu- The subject is “ How Man is Made”, 
cation—Its Implications for India’s Adult Education The Zakir Husain Memorial Lecture has been 
Programmes”. The conference is likely to be instituted by the Indian Adult Education Associa- 
inaugurated by the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, tion to commemorate the distinguished services of 
Shri V.P. Naik. Dr. Zakir Husain to the cause of education and

The key-note address will be delivered by Shri enlightenment and his close relationship with the
J.C. Mathur, Member, Unesco’s International Association.
Advisory Committee on Out-of-School Education, The first memorial lecture on “Humanism of 
and Vice-President, Indian Adult Education Asso- Dr. Zakir Husain” was delivered by Dr. K.G. 
ciation. Saiyidain in Madras in December, 1970.

The conference will study the functions of a d u l t ____________________________________________
education in the context of life-long education.
It will examine the place of adult education pro-
grammes in the context of life-long education. It University Association for Continuing Education on 

rpmmmpndations on the new methods “ New Methods and Techniques of Adult Education 
3  Techniques oT adutt education and training in the Context of Life-long Education” , 
of adult educators in the context ol hfe-long ^  Educa(ion ofl| ce|. Bomb:;y city
education. Social Education Committee, Adarsh Nagar Worli,

Among others, the plenary sessions o ic so e- Bombay, will be incharge of local arrangemenis. 'I lu- 
rence will be addressed by Mr. A. Deleon, viser, King George High School, Dadar, Bombay will be 
Ministry of Education, Government ol m i  on the venue of the Conference.
“ The Place of Adult Education Programmes m the . ,,
Context of Life-long Education”, Dr. Atnnk Singh A Souvenir is being brought out on the 
Secretary, Inter-University Board and the Indian occasion.



ii hm'i |i|M i| j i __ FiiiirT A d u lt E d u ca tio n  C o n feren ce  in  N o rw a y

Adult Education is organising a conference on Adult

"  “ Education, Nieuweweg 4, P.O. Box 367, Amers-
foort, The Netherlands

C o rre sp o n d e n c e  C o u rses  S e m in a r
in M y so re  L ib ya n  E d u ca tio n  D e leg a tio n

The Indian University Association for Continu- V isits  In d ia
ing Education, New Delhi, in collaboration with a  four-man delegation led by Mr. Salem
the University of Mysore, is organising a Seminar shweihdi, Director-in-Chief of Technical Affairs,
on Correspondence Courses in Mysore from October Ministry of Education, visited India recently to
26 to 28, 1972. study the Adult Education programmes. The

The Seminar will study problems in the running following were the other members of the delegation,
of Correspondence Courses and the rate of drop- 1 Mr. Mohammad Syala, Director of Finance
outs. It will also examine the media of mass con- ancj Administration, Ministry of Education,
tact and the finances involved in the working of 2. Mr. Taher Shellid, Director of the Depart- 
correspondence courses. The Chief Minister of ment of Literacy and Adult Education,
Mysore, Shri D.R. Urs, is expected to inaugurate Ministry of Education,
the Seminar. 3. Mr. Abdul Hamid Zoubi, Asstt. Secretary

About a dozen Universities involved in corres- General of the National Commission for
pondence courses are participating in the seminar. Unesco, Ministry of Education.

DR. RANGANATHAN PASSES AWAY f  tion Ministef, Prof. Nurul Hasan and officers of the 
We deeply regret to record the death of H Ministries of Education, Agriculture and norma- 

Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, National Research ii t*on and Broadcasting. , .
Professor in Library Science who died on H The delegation visited various adu t e uca i 
September 27, 1972 at Bangalore. He was 80. |  projects and centres in different parts of the country

Dr. Ranganathan was General Secretary of H both urban and rural, including those in in us ii 
the Indian Adult Education Association from H undertakings and many other educationa ms i u . 
1948 to 1952 and Vice-President from 1953 H They also visited Films Division Auditorium, 
to 1956. He presided over the Sixth All U Film Institute, Poona, Polyva ent Aault Education 
India Adult Education Conference in Mysore M Centre and Bombay City Social Educa ion o i 
in 1948. 1  tee, Bombay.

The Minister of Education and Social I
Welfare, Prof. Nurul Hasan said that in the I  N a tio n a l S e m in a r  on  P eo p le ’s A c tio n
death of Dr Ranganathan / ‘The Library -  F o r  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P ro d u c tio n
movement of this country has lost a stalwart ra ®
and its greatest pioneer.” S3 A National Seminar on “ People’s Action for

Dr. Ranganathan was born in 1892 and H Agricultural Production” was held in New Delhi
educated at Madras and London Universities. n from September 12 to 16, 1972.

After teaching mathematics at several » The seminar convened by the Central Institute

i  Madras colleges he became University Libra- i  of Public Cooperation in collaboration with Indian 
riari and Head of the Library School, Madras H Freedom from Hunger Campaign Society studied 
in 1924, holding the post until 1944. From the objectives and priorities for Freedom for Hunger

1945 to 1947 he was University Librarian and Campaign (FFHC) Projects in India. It also exa- 
Professor of Library Science, Banaras Hindu mined the existing criteria and procedures for for- 
University. In 1948 Delhi University con- initiating, processing and finalising the FFHC Pre­
ferred on him an honorary doctorate of life- jects, the 'problems in the organisation and imple- 
rature. The University of Pittsburgh (USA) mentation of projects and ways and means to meet 
conferred D. Litt. on him in 1965. '  them. The Seminar also made recommendations

Dr Ranganathan was regarded as the on the mechanics of involving people and their 
father of library science in this country. He organisations in the projects, problems of financing 
was a prolific writer and has brought out projects and assessment, evaluation and reporting 
50 standard works and about a thousand of the progress and achievements of the projects. _ 
articles. About 150 delegates from 16 States and Union

h .a -..mammmmx m rntm t mmmmtKumemwggm~ Territories attended the Seminar.
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Designing a Scheme for Polyvalent Adult Education 
Centres in Asian Countries: A Suggested Outline

B.C. Rokadiya

Introduction education and need for greater political awareness

PROGRAMMES of Adult Education in one form an<l social consciousness among the citizens. In this 
or another have been organised in the Asian situation it is essential especially for the developing 
countries. Most of the Asian countries also countries in Asia to devise an integrated approach to 

have a long tradition of educating the masses adult education, which meets "the developmental 
through various folkways and forms adopted by needs of the country concerned and is found func- 
sages and saints, mainly for making the people tionally useful by all working men and women whose 
realise their moral and social obligations. These interest in education is characteristically voluntary, 
traditional forms, however, failed to take into optional, and part-time. The polyvalent adult educa- 
account the needs of adults which changed with time, don approach appears to be a viable solution. From 
circumstances, and environment. Organising adult I*16 experience of the working of the Polyvalent 
education programmes in the modern sense is a Adult Education Centres started by Government of 
recent phenomenon in these countries. The results of India under assistance from UNESCO, the polvvalent 
these sporadic and stray attempts have not been very approach to adult education appears to be a "viable 
encouraging. This is so, mainly because the solution, 
approach to adult education has been either too
‘comprehensive’ to be implemented, or been a freg- Usage of the term  ‘Polyvalent Adult Education5
mentary one in the sense that in various schemes the anJ  tl«  „ c  n  * »
emphasis has been on only one aspect of the life of 6 P°lyvalsnt Adult Education C entre5
an adult such as literacy, vocational education, civic D would be appropriate, at the outset, to give
education, trade union education and general or a explanation as to the usage of the term ‘Poly­
social education. Too frequently consciously design- valent Adult Education’ and ‘Polyvalent Adult 
ed projects have ended in disappointment, the initial Education Centres’. It is to be inferred from the 
enthusiasm turned into indifference and resulted in the Indian experience that the term ‘Polyvalent Adult
withdrawal by the participants because aspirations Education is used to indicate a multifaceted
were not realised or because the outcome appeared approach to adult education and the ‘Polyvalent 
to be unrelated to the objectives as understood by Adult Education Centre’ is intended as an organisa- 
the participants of the programme. Besides, there E°nal structure distinctly for adult education pur- 
has been a lack of coordination in activities and Poses to provide a variety of ‘need based’ courses for 
programmes run by different agencies. Adult Educa- tae working population. Normally the non-school 
tion has been for the most part a marginal educa- a£e-group may be considered the target population 
tional activity in most Asian countries, specially be- be servec? through the programme of Polyvalent 
cause the education of the young has become the Adult Education Centre. It is however suggested
major educational concern. But now, the developing ,at eac'1 country may have a corresponding'"name
Asian countries are increasingly recognising the need which is considered appropriate by it. As the Centre 
and significance of institutionalising the adult should be distinctly of adult education in character, 
education programme. To be effective, any pro- the name to be given should reflect, to the extent 
gramme of adult education in Asian countries will possible this basic theme. As far as possible the 
have to be linked with the social and economic needs nai™ should also be such that there would be no 
of the individuals who will be participating in them confhct between the Polyvalent Adult Education 
and which arc related to the technological develop- Centre and other institutions, particularly for workers 
ment and social and economic changes in which they operated under different adult education and training 
live and work. schemes in the country concerned.

2. The problems which most Asian countries are 
generally faced with, are—the level ot literacy, pre- Purpose of the Scheme
dominantly rural population, lack of stable and 4. It is suggested that, in the first instance a 
trained industrial labour force to fill jobs m modern few centres may be established as a pilot nroieci 
economy in farms and in factories, a constant drift under this scheme. The purpose of the pilot pro­
of active population from rural to urban industrial ject should be to plan, and develop ‘need based’ and 
complexes, lack of capital fot investment in adult ‘tailor made’ educational and training courses of

— various duration for diflerent categories of working 
Thp Tiviinr is Assistant Director Directorate of Adult men and women through the establishment oi Poly

Education, Ministry of Education & Social Welfare, Govern- ya ent Adult Education Centres and thus demons- 
ment of India, New Delhi. irdxe to me country the government, the industries,

mm  C ^ W * * * * *  *
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business concerns, trade unions and adult education suitable civic, cultural, and aesthetic
organisation etc.. how functionally valuable education,
and financially economical programme of conti­
nuing education could be organised for a large (c) Functions
number of working adults having different levels of 7. The functions which a Polyvalent Adult 
skills, educational background, and working in Education Centre may undertake could be : 
variety of settings, so as to make them better
workers by increasing their job efficiency leading to (>) to provide ‘need based’ and to a logical
increase in their productive ability and at the same extent integrated educational and training
time enriching their personal and social lives. Such courses of various duration at places and
Polyvalent Adult Education Centres should be orga- time convenient to working adults,
nised at places, which are at different levels of (ij) to conduct surveys and studies for deter- 
mdustrial or urban development and where mining the needs and programming of
concrete cooperation and support from the local courses of different durations, and organisa-
community, government, industries, universities etc. tions of seminar, workshop etc.

1° be / S hC0S 8 Tf0a - the establishmunt (iii) to provide consultation services to other
hLn rnnWH ^  £  a a ha organisations in the field of training andbeen confined to urban and industrial areas, it _, . ,  . , ort
should be worthwhile also to set-up Polyvalent . educatlon ot their workers.
Adult Education Centres, on an experimental basis, 0V) to 8‘ve orientation and training to the
adapted to the rural setting where, with the revolu- instructors.
tion in farm technology, mechanisation, electrifica- (v) to provide library and documentation
tion, and communication, need for imparting rele- services,
vant knowledge, skills, and new ofientation to value
system, is quite clearly recognised both by people (d) Approach to Programming
and the adult educators. 8. Educational and training courses of different

duration to be developed by each Polyvalent Adult 
Polyvalent Adult Education Centre: Its Orga- Education Centre will be based on the needs of 
nisalion and Structure particularly identified group of working adults

, . „ ascertained systematically by the staff of the centres,
(aj scope Qn tjie basjs 0f specific needs, interests, inclinations,
5. A Polyvalent Adult Education Centre sug- and requirements of prospective participants, sepa- 

gested under this scheme is to provide a nucleus or rate course curricula will have to be designed in 
organisational structure to serve the educational consultation with the competent and experienced 
and training needs of different categories of work- subject-matter specialists and the employing orga- 
ing men and women, and non-school going youth, nisations concerned. The courses offered will have 
To achieve this, each centre may develop specific to be conducted at different agencies in such a way 
need based programme for men, women and non- that learning becomes functionally valuable to those 
school going youth of the community whether urban who participate in these courses.
or rural in which it is located.

(e) Programming
(b) Objectives 9. The diverse learning needs of working adults
6. The objectives of the centre may vary accord- sho"ld b<; refle£lcd in th® Programme organised by 

ing to the level of development of the communities each Centre. This can be done if the approach
it would serve, broadly, they may be conceived as {1exible en°u8h, l°  Pro,v,de [o ra  vanety human follows • requirements, educational needs, backgrounds, inter­

ests and functions to be covered in designing its
(i) to enrich the life of adults through know- integrated courses. The exact nature of programme

ledge and better understanding of their to be developed by the Centre may differ from 
environment, country to country and will actually depend much on

(ii) to prepare them adequately for vocational tbe. ,nefds individuals and the social milieu in
and technical training through literacy and which they work and live. Generally speaking the
general education, programme of the Centre should have provision for

,..., . • " ' , , ... , , , . , general education, vocational skills, occupational
(111) to impiove vocational skills and technical and technical training, civic, cultural and aesthetic 

knowledge of working adults for their effi- education
ciency and increasing their productive ‘ ' , . . . „ , . , ,
ability, 10. As the large majority of working adults in
‘ , , , . , , developing countries have limited opportunity to

(,v) to develop right perspective in them towards receive general education which includes learning at
woiK.an all levels from literacy upwards, it would be appro-

(v) to enrich the life of working adults through priate to provide general education courses. Literacy
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education may, however, be designed to integrate response to the problems to be solved or needs to be 
illiterate or semi-illiterate adults rapidly into the met by the participants or to help them understand 
occupational and social groups and provided to the economic factors involved in production pro- 
those who really feel handicapped because of the cesses and relation of his own work with the total 
lack of literacy skills. Literacy may be olfered not work ond quality of output. Information regarding 
in the form of mass campaign but to be organised welfare amenities and measures, and topics such as 
for the selected working adults by integrating it with labour legislation as it affects the life and work 
other courses. In such courses the literacy skills of within and outside enterprises, preventing of health 
reading, writing, calculation have to be related to the hazards, safety measures, personal relations, work 
occupation of the participant and to be integrated to discipline, orientation to the civic and cultural life 
the maximum extent possible with the courses having in the city etc. could be incorporated and dealt with 
occupational bias. In other cases (where partici- to the extent they seem pertinent for the participant 
pants are literate), selected elements of general edu- in the course. Courses for cultural and aesthetic 
cation may have to be included as pre-requisite in a appreciation such as music, dance, drama, literature, 
technical training programme, such as elements of painting etc. in the form considered appropriate 
physics, chemistry, algebra, electricity, psychology, may also be provided. Population education, 
economics or accountancy, whichever might be family planning, marriage counselling, child care and 
recognised as pre-requirement for skill training for home management and nutrition could also be 
a particular group of adult participants, may have organised under courses for groups which need 
to be integrated with the skill training courses, these most.
General Education may also be planned to prepare 13. while it may be desirable in some cases 
working adults to take formal examinations for that formal general education or vocational training 
attaining recognised level ol education, such as should be provided separately as an opportunity 
middle or higher secondary educational standards. for preparing to take recognised examination, it is 
The centre may provide the necessary tutorial facili- useful in developing need-based courses to have an 
ties to prepare for such examinations. The need to integration of different elements to the extent logi- 
learn a particular language for functional use in caHy desirable. The stress in the programme of 
one’s occupation or social relations may require the centre and the underlying concept in its deve- 
offering of such language courses. lopment is to view different aspects as being com- '

11. Most of the occupational, technical and plementary and not as separate programmme which 
vocational training courses will have to be developed emphasise one or the other aspect of the life of the 
in area where need is felt by the employer, workers participant.
themselves or by trade unions. The elements or 14. Library services, if non-existent in the 
contents to be included in the curricula of such places where such centres are located could also be 
courses would be those which have direct relevance included in the programme. Library services may 
to participants’ regular job or the new job he liked however be common for all men and women, and 
be prepared for. Such a courses should have techni- non-school going youth. For this purpose the 
cal or occupational bias and could be organised for centre may have the main Iibrary-cum-reading room 
the employed workers, self-employed housewives, or and a network of area libraries. The area libraries 
such other groups engaged in non-factory establish- could be fed by the main library and could be orga- 
ments as dry cleaners, shopkeepers, laundry men, nised in collaboration with and cooperation of 
salesmen and motor or tractor drivers and bus industries and other economic enterprises, trade 
conductors. unions, schools, and community organisations at

1? T iteracv skill or technical competence by several different places which are made available for 
itself is usually insufficient to enable a person to use on rent free basts and considered convenient to 
make his or her fullest contribution to the well being readerS- Documentation services would be useful 
“  his or her family and society. The programme to staff and instructors of the centre.

C entre  shouW^herefor^^Eo^nclude^^roMsimT^for <f> Methods, material and forms of teaching
more informal kind of adult education whereby men Teaching methods and material used in the 
and women can be stimulated to take keen interest courses should be directly related to the content of 
in environment in which they live and work. This each course to be taught, the educational level of 
form of adult education could be related to the participants and the duration of the course. Deve- 
asnpnts of rifiyenshin cultural and social changes or lopments in the educational technology offer several 
aesthetic anoreciation For some, this kind of methods, media and techniques for use now by adult 
Drosramme mav appear to meet their social and educators. Use of particular method and form Ibr 
Sonoiffic nee“s and for others for improving their teaching would call for skill in selecting the most 
co mi ability to get along with appropriate ones. No particular method which

fellow workers receiving or giving instructions, and could be applicable universally could be recommcnd- 
lellow workers, = environment. Education ed. However, a combination of methods may beStaled 5 X e  aspetas ST f**** >” found uuetol to induce learning. The adult learner
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will respond best where he feels that he is fully be useful and as a rule provided to the participants 
involved in the learning process. It would be essen- Each participant may be supplied with a file or a 
tial for teachers to have access to teaching aids, folder in which he may keep the material supplied 
black boards, flannel graphs, maps, charts, models for his reference during the course and afterwards 
and to know how to use them. The form of con- also. Audio-visual aids may be helpful in the pro­
ducting the course i.e. whether it is to be group cess of teaching and learning and conscious efforts 
discussion, seminar, panel discussion or demonstra- should be made to use them to the maximum 
tion or field visit is to be decided by the organisers advantage, 
of the programme. Such decisions should be taken 
keeping in view the subject to be taught, the learners, (g) Staff
and the teachers available for teaching. 17. The number of full-time staff required will

16. The courses organised by the centre being depend on the degree of development and the needs 
‘tailor made’ it would not be appropriate to recom- of each centre. It may, however, be suggested that 
mend any pre-designed text-book or educational each centre may have a nucleus of professionally 
material. In fact suitable teaching and learning qualified and experienced full-time staff for the 
materials will vary from course to course and organisation of the programme, developing contacts 
arrangements will have to be made to get them with industries, trade unions, prospective partici- 
prepared specifically, or borrowed from others for pants and for the general administration of the 
adaptation or use. Specially prepared mimeo- centre. The following is a suggested pattern of full- 
graphed notes, graphs, maps, and designs etc. could time staff for each centre.

Director

i i i i i r
Education Education | Education Library Education
Officer Officer 1 Officer services Officer
(General (Technical/ | (pedagogue) and (Studies/
Education) vocational/ | documentation surveys/

occupational | evaluation)
education) [

Staff as needed for Administrative Services

i i i r
Administration Accounts Stores Transport services

PART TIME INSTRUCTORS

18. The expertise of the full-time staff will lie keeping the quality af instruction high. Competent
mainly in their ability to identify the various groups persons and specialists who have living touch with 
of adults and in determining precisely their educa- the field of their speciality, who are not only will- 
tional needs, in developing the need-based curricu- ing but also able to apply their knowledge, skills,
lum, in selecting the appropriate instructors and and experience in a form which the participants,
providing them training in teaching the adults, in having low level of general education, could under- 
procuring the adequate teaching and learning stand, should be selected to teach on part-time basis, 
materials in time, in organising and supervising Budget limitations can severely hamper the pro­
courses at several different places, involving comrau- curement of competent instructors. Therefore, care 
nity agencies in programme development and imple- may have to be taken for making a liberal pro­
mentation, and in maintaining the records for evalua- vision in the budget of the centre for payment of 
tion and feed back. The organisation of the pro- honorarium to the part-time instructors. For the 
gramme of the centre being a complex task the full- part-time instructors teaching in the courses of the 
time staff of the centre besides having the profession- Polyvalent Centre may be a brand new experience, 
al competence, should also have skill in planning, It would therefore be essential to provide them 
organising and supervising the educational some kind of orientation through group or indivi- 
programmes. dual meetings so that they get acquainted not only

19. The participants being part-time learners, with the working of the centre but also with the 
the centre may have only part-time instructors as methods of teaching adults in particular courses, 
per teaching requirement in each course rather During such orientations it would be worthwhile to 
than maintain a team of such instructors on a full- provide relevant literature about the centre, about 
time permanent and regular basis. This would not
only be economical but will be helpful also in (Continued on page 19)
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Impact ©f Functional Literacy Programme 
on the Learners in Kerala

K.S. Pillai
Department of Education, University o f Kerala, Trivandrum

A CCORDING to the 1971 cen- learner studied for 150 hours—2 rooms. In one case a local
sus, Kerala which lias secur- hours per day and 3 days per school was placed at the disposal
ed the maximum literacy week. The subjects taught were of the teachers for conducting

percentage among the Indian Fisheries, Agriculture, Poultry, classes. New roads were built
States, has illiterates to about Health Education, Social Studies, in at least two places just be-
39.84 per cent of its population. Arithmetic and Bee-keeping. cause of this programme. Film
This situation, which is quite There were two main streams— shows were organised and cul-
appalling, attracted the attention Agriculture (main) and Fisheries tural activities arranged at the
of the Kerala Grandhasala San- (subsidiary) and vice versa. In centres to keep up the interest
gham, which is a voluntary certain centres where Weaving, of the learners,
association of about 3,700 rural Bee-keeping or Coir work was
libraries in the state doing yeo- the main occupation of the w , . . ^ 9
man service even in the remotest learners, that was considered an ~ ,,s
parts of the country. The San- effective medium of imparting Having had the opportunity
gham submitted an elaborate instruction. The functional as- to visit alt the 10 centres more
scheme of starting 1,000 literacy pect was taken care of in all the than once, in the Athiyannur
centres and sought for financial centres. The vocabulary was Block, as a member of the expert
assistance from the Government not introduced as such but occa- committee for the implementa-
of India. After examining the sionally the learners were taught tion of this project and as a
proposal, the Government sane- reading, writing, arithmetic and member of the evaluation team,
tioned two pilot projects of 10 health habits, citizenship etc. I thought it necessary to study
centres each, at Athiyannur in . . the imnact of this nrnommm^
the south and Malappuram in The te.a<jhers were given in- on tke ]earners “

. the north. Financial assistance service training once in a month 
to the tune of 75 per cent was and their problems were dis- 
also sanctioned for this purpose. cussed and solutions were arrived Objectives

A bench mark survey was Commkteef ̂ f f id a ls  ^ o f^ th e  . ,The ?cheme was worked out 
conducted in the selected aieas Grandhasala Sangham, Officers .Wlth a view to enabling illiterates
and illiterates and drop-outs 0f the Education, Health, Agri- learn to read, write and do some
were identified Cen res were cu]turej Fisheries Departments, arithmetic besides acquiring
allocated attached to the rural press reporters an/  A J R better skill and technical know- 
libraries affiliated to the San- corresponcients and visitin„ how in their occupations. This
gham. Four voluntary workers teams from Government of India& was fe n d e d  to school drop-
were selected from each ot the UNESCO etc. also visited the r° uts aIso as they have mostly
centres and were given an onen- centres at work with and without lapsed into illiteracy in course
tation course by experts in the notice. The ■ ■ , d j • of time. Many who have stu-
field. The expert committee tained in the centres will testify died llPto 3rd Std- a"d then
constituted for implementing the to the satisfaction each centrjL discontinued, were found unable
pilot project dratted a syllabus, gave tQ the visjtors The teachers to read and write Hence in all
evolved a time table and scheme were asked tQ k a dj indj_ the centres sanction was given to
of work and prepared lessons tor cating portions covered diffi_ admit drop-outs who really are
the teachers. A ‘Padayatra was culties encountered, problems eager t0 stlldy and enrol as many
organised in order to enlighten raised etc_ Though some of illiterates as possible. The
the masses. After all these pre- tjiese might appear routine they strength in each centre was
liminaries were completed, the were fe|t necessary for establish- limited to 30 but in many cases
centres started work on the 1st jng rapport and for maintaining lilis had to be raised t0 40-
of December 1971 in the Athi- some kind of a uniformity. Another noteworthy feature is
yannur Block and on the 1st of ‘ that only men of the age range
January 1972 in the Malappuram The classes were conducted 15 to 35 were admitted in these 
Block. mostly from 6 to 9 or 9.30 in centres. It was felt that women

the evening. Either the library could be taken up later and if
The Programme halls or sheds prepared for this possible separate centres could be

During the six months a purpose were used as class started for them,
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The Inventory Assessment of learners fied into A,B,C,D categories
An inventory form was pre- A final test was arranged in respectively,

pared. These were filled in by the second half of April in every F y‘ 
the teachers eliciting responses centre. Learners were asked to
form the learners. Whether they write words, answer questions Analysis of data
had been to school, how far they relating to the content they y
have studied, why they disconti- studied, do certain mental sums, Based on the fact whether
nued, why they want to join the read unseen passages of child- they had no schooling, studied
centre, what their age, profes- ren’s books etc. Based on the 1,2,3 or 4 years in the school,
sion, marital status etc. are, have scores the learners were grouped ’ . . ._ .
been included in the proforma. into four categories A, B, C, & another classification was
In the case of drop-outs how far D. These denote learners who attempted. This, was to reveal
they could read or recognise score above 75%, between 51 & the actual gain of leaners in
words or alphabets was also 75% between 26 and 50% and difFerent cate„ories A two-wav
ascertained. These really helped less than 25% respectively. Out 2 • Y
in studying the impact of this of the 287 learners who took the table has been prepared as given
programme. test, 96, 120, 53, 18 were classi- below :

Grade A B C D
75°/o in ^  •! Here S=338 N=287

Category Grades Total ' ^  5 5/ .
*0 cn ^  Contingency coefficient

C =  V S —N
Cl Sudied more than 3 S

classes and then dis- r e c u
continued 63 32 27 4 0 The max value for a four-fold

C2 Passed class 2 or fail- table is 0.87
ed in class 3 and than TT ,1 * ,
discontinued 87 33 37 11 6 Hence the corrected

C3 Passed class 1 or fail- p  0-39 ._
ed in class 2 and then 0.87
discontinued 60 17 29 12 2

C4 Not gone to school or This sjj0ws that there is posi-
dropped out during _  1A tive relationship between the
the 1st year itself 77 14 27 26 10 categories and the outcomes of

------------------------------------- ----------- the programme.
287 96 120 53 18

_____  Applying the formula

Contingency Coefficient C =  ^ ---- ^ —-  } X2
In order to find out whether there is some relationship among N -j X

the variables (factors or categories), a contingency table was prepar­
ed. The table thus obtained is given below. The figures in brackets n si
in each cell are the expected frequencies. ^msquare; is u.01.

.... — ■ ---------------- ----- - —— '■ —— — — —------ por 9 degrees of freedom
Category Grade A B C D Total (si?ce Js. » i X4ta,b!?) %value of X2 is far beyond the .01

level. It can be safely concluded
Cl 32 27 4 0 63 that the results are highly signi-

(21) (26) (12) (4) ficant.
C2 33 37 11 6 87

(20) (36) (16) (5) Phi. Coefficient
C3 17 29 12 2 60

(20) (25) (II) (4) Again pairing the achievement
C4 i 14 27 26 10 77 levels and previous ability, a two

(26) (32) (14) (5) way classification has been
------------- —-------------------------------------- - obtained as follows:

Total 96 120 53 18 287
_ _ ______ ____ __________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  (Continued on page lo)
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environment filled with “ things” and experience 
presented in real-life proportions. In sharp contrast 
to public schools as now constituted, the museum is 
an ideal place for the practicing of investigatory 
behaviours, where the visitor is free to choose his

A M I 1 J  T  F n i T P A T i n i S I  °wn topics for investigation and discover the
r l l / U L I  L iL /U  \ s l \  1 l v r l i  consequences of his own decisions and inquiries.

IN Adult Activities
The adult audience of a museum is extremely 

M I I Q F I I M Q  varied, and to serve such a diverse group of people,
M U s j E i U M i J  there is need for a variety of activities. These

activities range from nothing more than exhibitions, 
CM r ’nhnwski to extensive programmes consisting of lectures,

workshops, and other methods, including program', 
med instruction. Here are a few examples of the 
diversity which can be found among adult education 
programmes in museums.

a,i„i* ^  For tI?e past ?everal years’ the Art Institute ofAdult Clientele Chicago has conducted a seminar for the graduate

THE Museum is one of the newest forms of educa- students of nine universities in the midwest area
tional institutions in U.S.A., a product of this 8lv‘nS a Ph.D. in Art History. In addition, the
century. Today there are more than 5,000 department in cooperation with eight Community

museums in the U.S.A., with many of them having Associate groups made up of suburban members,
some kind of educational programmes for adults. Pu*s on a number of programmes, not only in its

own community, but arranges special visits for its 
The American Association of Museums, in a members and guests to the Art Institute,

survey of educational programmes of 600 museums, T, . . , . . ... N
discovered that these museums were conducting . Montclair (New Jersey) Art Museum holds
formally organized classes and lectures for 4,500,000 p m animation workshops where adult students make 
a(ju]ts experimental films.

Toledo’s Museum is not unusual in the kind of _ . Evansville (Illinois) Museum of Arts and
adult clientele it attracts. They regularly enroll Scicnce conducts classes in a variety ot subjects
approximately one thousand adults in Museum including painting, sculpture, crafts, home decora-
classes, besides attracting thousands of other adults 0 °ns> ar|d languages.
to the Museum, usually with a group or club for Tours to museums, historical restorations and 
lectures in the galleries pertaining to specific aspects areas of historic or artistic significance are sponsored 
of the Museum’s collection. by the Albany Institute of History and Art in

In a sense, it can be said that everything in a cooperation with Russell Sage College, 
museum has educational connotations. Just visiting
a museum is an education to many people, and to Exhibit Analysis Study
see various kinds of exhibitions both in the perma- Many adult visitors to museums are not inter­
n e t  co lections and m special exhibitions is another ested in spending the time and effort for sedous
form of education. educational ends. Since this kind of voluntary audi-

Several writers, such as Lee and Screven, have ence is freely moving, and often hurrying, along the 
noted that the museum, in addition to its curatorial hallways and exhibition rooms, there isn’t much
and scholarly functions is a learning environment f*me to “educate” the visitors. Screven’s study
providing an alternative place for something called investigated some adaptations of response feedback 
“education” to take place. The museum as a place devices, programmed learning, and a sy stems
for education may have some unique advantages approach to exhibit analysis to determine if such
over more formalized public education for persons methods would facilitate learning in the open
of all types and ages. The museum is an o p e n  learnmg environment ot the public museum.
learning enviionment which, potentially at least, is The project was conc|Uctcd in the Milwaukee 
an exciting alternative to the conventional, restrictive p ubHc Museuni) vvhere t|le visitor was coulro|jecj by 
classroom. Museums have no classrooms, no the use of individualized audio cassettes, a punch- 
coercive forces, and no grades. The museum visitoi board response device, and game-like testing and 
is in an exploratory situation, able to move about at qU|z machjnes. 
his own pace and on his own terms. Unlike formal
schools, the museum is basically a “ nonword” Results indicated that (1) both audio with

9



punchboard and audio alone were equally audio-cassette tapes and/or responsive question- 
very effective in facilitating learning with answering devices coordinated with existing exhibits 
about 40% of the particfpants obtaining for specific instructional objectives; (2) self-quiz 
97-100% posttest scores; (2) taking a (no (recycling) machines in an exhibit area to help the 
feedback) pretest prior to studying the exhi- visitor process exhibit information by himself using 
bit facilitated learning from the exhibit performance-continuing free-play tokens or some 
without supportive aids; (3) little or no other motivational method to encourage repeated 
learning took place from studying the exhi- effort; (3) public-access audio-visual “ teaching 
bit alone if no such pretest was given; (4) machines” or small computers placed within exhibit 
the posttest performance which was obtain- areas to supplement the exhibit’s ideas using short 
ed from these conditions was maintained on sections of existing off-the-shelf programmes adopt- 
posttests given 2 and 16 days later; (5) the ed for the public-access devices; (4) inter active 
audio cassette and punchboard system was displays using small computer terminals or some 
more effective in attracting younger (below other response and feedback system and pro- 
18) visitors to participate than it was in grammed to achieve individualized instructional 
attractin« older visitors (only about 25% of goals within the framework of the museum’s exhi- 
the participants were over 18.) bits, including the development of abilities for

inquiry, investigation and evaluation.
The project as a whole supported the idea that 

substantive learning c a n  occur in the public museum Future
and that museum exhibits are subject to the same . . .
kind of evaluation as any would-be instructional or Museums, along with libraries, are entering upon 
communication system. But, it "suggested that, for anew era regarding adult education, if museums 
public access learning some sort of control over are to expand and make more effective their adult 
visitor observing behaviours in relation to specific education role, they must do the following: (1) 
learning goals is needed. The project was not able clarify their objective; (2) conduct more research in
to investigate the many different ways that this adult education through museums (especially com-
could be done but several approaches to responsive munication effectiveness of exhibits); and (3) pro­
systems within the museum environment were dis- ject an image which puts adult education through
cussed: (U the use of individualized programmed museums in perspective.

sara aaaaaaiaemaMKBacaaaaamia^,̂ »BBn««aMaga2BBKa!MiŵanM
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Use of Audio-Visual Materials 
in Social Education in Punjab

Dr. (Mrs) B.K. Saini

Introduction like petromax lamps, projectors, Social Education Teachers techni-

THE audio-visual materials are films, film strips, gramophones cally called Social Education
being recognised as effective and gramophone records. (Min. Workers. In the present investi-
tools at all levels of education, ofEduc. Govt, of India, 1954). gation these 70 Centres were

pre-primary, primary, secondary, By 1951 most of the States had included. Out of the 700 students
university and social education. radios, vans, gramophones, pro- studying in these 70 centres 300
These are not only used at all jectors and films in the service of were taken randomly to make the
educational levels but also in Social Education. During this sample for the present study,
other fields of national recon- year Punjab had 134 radios and Thus the sample of the study
struction especially in agricul- 2 mobile vans for the purpose of included 70 Social Education
ture and community develop- Social Education whereas Delhi Workers working in these 70
ment. The Department of owned 130 radios and 3 mobile centres and 300 students of Social
Teaching Aids under the NCERT vans if1 the service of Social Education,
promotes audio-visual education Education (Min. of Educ., Govt,
at the national level. Film Lib- °f India, 1954). Procedure
raries are also maintained by Realising the importance of In the present investigation
Central as well as State Govern- audio-visual materials in Social the tools employed to collect data
ments. Many Teachers’ Train- Education, the Government of included Questionnaire, Interview
ing Colleges have introduced India called a conference of ex- and Observation. Two question-
audio-visual education as one of perfs in this field in 1951-52. A naires were prepared by the
the compulsory subjects of study. training course in audio-visual investigators for this study. One
The Central Institute of Educa- materials was conducted in Delhi 24 item questionnaire was
tion, Delhi has experimented in under the direction of UNESCO prepared for Social Education
producing cheap audio-visual experts and a similar course was Workers which was designed to
materials. also started in Mysore. In the elicit information on all the

The importance of audio- more recent years more and more aspects of the use of audio-visual
visual materials was for the first a“ ®“tlo“ 1S,. bei.nS Paid ,the materials in the Social Education
time considered at the All India u • ? °J audio-visual material in Centres. A similar questionnaire
Educational Conference held in S0CiaI education. consisting of 14 items was pre-
January, 1948. A few months T, n . • pared to collect relevant data
later the Government of India Tlie Objectives from Social Education students
appointed a Committee to ex- The aim °f the present investi- t° validate the results obtained
amine the problem of audio- gation was to find out the avail- through the first questionnaire,
visual materials at different levels ability, appropriateness and use- The Social Education Workers
of education. The importance fulness of audio-visual materials were contacted during their visit
of audio-visual materials in social ™hich are being used by the to the Squad headquarters which
education was realized as soon as Social Education Workers in they make once a month to
the social education programmes Punjab. The study also sought discuss their difficulties with the
were launched in India. The information about the training of Squad Supervisor. The investi-
Conference of Provincial Social Social Educators regarding the gators made a personal visit to
Education Officers which was use ot audio-visual materials. all the three Squad headquarters
held in New Delhi in 1949 re- and got the questionnaires filled
commended that charts, maps k e by the Social Education
and folk musical instruments Tlie problem in hand was of Workers. The second question-
should be included in the equip- normative survey type. It com- naire forms were handed ovci to
ment of Social Education Cen- prised of all the Social Education the Social Workers to be filled by
tres k e  Goverament of India Ceiltres in Jullundur Circle of the Social Education Students,
was requested'to help^by arrang- »**■ .There are two In this way the 100 forms were
ing bulk purchase of equipment Social Education Circles in go completed.

Punjab i.e. Jullundur and Patiala. more torms were got completed
— ------------- — ------------- ----- In Jullundur Circle at the time of by the Social Education Students

T h e  a u th o r  i s  L e c tu r e r  in  th e  investigation theoretically there through personal interview.
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  P u n ja b  were 90 centres but only 70 of At the time of personal visit
U n iv e r s i ty ,  C h a n d ig a r h . them were working with their to the Squad-headquarter and
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Centres the investigators con- methods such as films, dramas It was discouraging to note
ducted unstructured interviews and puppet-shows. that only 1 per cent of the Social
with all the 70 teachers and The acju]t students were Education Workers had obtained
group interviews were arranged found t0 be interested in radio, any pre-service training and only
to collect information from 200 fihns, dramas and puppet shows. 7. Per “ I 1 had
students at the different Social But it was also found that there vice training regarding the pre-
Education Centres to ensure the was a scarcity of costly materials paration or use of audio-visual
results of the first questionnaire. at the Circle headquarters. The materials. The rest of the 92
To obtain further information material was so scarce that the Pe’' “ nt workers had no * *
regarding the audio-visual mate- turn 0f one centre could not whatsoever in the use of
rials being used in Jullundur come more than once 0r twice audio-visual material. Because
Circle, Circle Social Education in a session. Besides, the Circle the workers had no trainingre-
Officer and Squad Supervisors headquarters had only one 8ardl"S the proper use of audio-
were contacted. The investigators heavy film van which could not yisuals materials they were not
visited 40 out of the 70 centres be driven easiiy 0n rough roads. *? f  P°,s' '°,n t0 ‘ ™ '
to observe how the audio-visual Th . , • t mit tn „ tively. While asked regarding
materials were being used in the shocking fact that Social Edu ^  use .of 5 a pf^ ctentt, ofclassroom shocking tact that social cau foe workers reported that they

cation Workers were not even were in favour of te,|ing about
Maior Findings aware about tke different sources tbe gfois after the completion of
Major Undings from which they could obtain th actual show, 30 per cent

The study revealed that 00 foe audio-visual mate- favoured interpretation of the
per cent of the Social Education rials. All the workers included film before starting the actual
workers were using traditional in the study reported that they show and j j per cent believed
instructional materials such as dld not know of any other thatshow  and interpretation
charts and maps. Only 3 per source besides Education Depart- should be similitaneous. It
cent of the Social Education ment from which they could ob- be mentioned here that
workers were found to be mak- tain such material They were Hollis (1904) has shown that the
mg use of radm The fact is ignorant about the fact that fl|m fo]Iowed by verbal discus.
that in Jullundur Circle only 13 such materials could be obtained sion is more effective than the
radio sets were pres™ and at from Film Library of the De- presentation of film following the
he time of investigation 8 of partment of Teaching Aids at discussion. With respect to clari-

them were out of order The Delhi. fication of the po£ ts of view
Social Education workers did Regarding the effort involving presented through the radio, the
not have any funds to get them jn obtaining audio-visual mate- workers reported that they were
repaired. None of the workers ria]s Socjal Education Workers ready to clarify the points when-
was using puppets, slides and reported that the material which ever the students needed. It was
tape recorders because these were was needed for staging dramas ajso found that the timings of
also not available. Thirty-six could be had from the depart- radio programmes were fixed by
gramophone records were avail ment with a great deal of effort. the radio authorities without
able but none of the workers Thus not only was there a scar- the consultation of Social Educa-
p .f  / ° “"d , ° db bv o n8Prth( city of audi°-vlsual materials tion Workers and students.Films were used by 2 per cent but lot 0f effort was involved in ,  ,
of the Social Education Workers. pr0Cllring these materials for use was interesting to find that
It was found that in all 33 films jn die c[assr0om as reported by Social Education
were available. Out of these, -ru c ■ , tj’> w  . Workers cent per cent of students
24 were in Hindi, 4 in English The Social Education Worker attended the Centre when films
2 in Punjabi and 3 were silent reP ^ ted tha they could not and dramas were shown. In
moving pictures. The investi- . or® 1 n . en rupees on general approximately 93 per
gallon further revealed that a audio-visual -material during the ^ent 0f the students attended the
majority of the workers (79 per tota session which consists of 3 centre w]ien puppet shows were
cent were using lecture method m0Dths- This they found to be shown

and M V S  w“ k- w c S s  ^ o f S r i s e d ^ o  As already mentioned to vali- 
" Il'inm -K  spend more money than this. date the results obtained from

ing use i s ‘ < • • Qn]y a few charts and maps Social Education Workers, one
The responses of Social Edu- could be bought with this questionnaire was got completed

cation Workers indicate that the amount. The workers suggested by Social education students,
adult students were taking keen that they should be provided The answers of social education
interest in all kinds of audio- with a greater amount of money students to the questionnaire
visual materials but were espe- or all the needful materials revealed that these adult students
dally interested in the modern should be made available to them felt that the audio-visual material
instructional materials and by the Education Department. used in their class was very
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meager. In conformity with to be relying mostly on lecture of such materials more effectively
what the Social Education Work- method. The study thus revealed if more money is granted to them
ers had reported 100 per cent of that although adult students take to buy new instructional materi-
adult students also reported that keen interest in audio-visual aids als as well as to get the needful
charts and maps were used by there was a scarcity of audio- repair done,
their teachers. About 30 per visual materials for social educa- A . . .  , ,
cent of the students reported that tion purposes. It is, therefore, „ . ? r eP °ne:d  bom by tne
radio was used twice or thrice in suggested that more audio-visual S°cial Education teachers and
the whole session. The adult materials should be made avail- students, students take keen
students also indicated that able to the Social Education mt^rest in film shows, dramas
slides, tape recorders, grarno- Workers and also whatever ana PuPP®t Therefore,
phones, puppet-shows were not audio-visual aids are available more Pse should be made of t.iese
used. The adult students indi- should be kept in good working materials and methods. It may
cated that they were interested condition. also suggested that since radio
in radio, films, dramas and T. . , P . . programmes can make an effec-
nuDDet-shows W ard ing  the The Social Education workers tive contribution to social
EseTf film shows 70 ner°cent of W£re n0t even awa-re of aI1 the education work more use should
the students wanted the film to sources from which they could be made of radio programmes,
be interpreted before the show, ° bta'n audio-visual material. The Social Education Workers should
73 n e r re n t w a n te d  the in te r squad supervisors should see to be consulted in making a decision
p i t a t a .  X r " h e  “ h o w S 7 this fa«  t f ™  .,hesef " 5 “ di”8 tind aad " Cper cent liked the show and ers regarding the various facilities radio programmes aimed at
interpretation to go hand in m connection which are providing social education,
hand. They explained that the avadable. It may also be recom- To condude withj we may 
interruption during the show tb,a  ̂ , tbe aud',°*p isa,a say that more and varied audio-
lessens their enjoyment. With P , e ia. s WJ?IC1 are owned by the vjsuai materials should be made
respect to the use of radio the available for use by the Social-
social education students men- maf c available to the w s Education Workers. The workers
tioned that they liked to ask without their having to make should be given in.service train-
questions to clarify their doubts muc 1 e orL ing regarding use of modern
raised during the radio talk. In The Social Education Workers instructional materials and
line with what the Social Educa- are not trained regarding the use methods. Film shows, dramas,
tion Workers had reported, 100 of instructional material. It puppet shows and other new
per cent of adult students also would be worthwhile if they are instructional devices should be
pointed out that they make it a given an opportunity to receive used by the workers. Social
point to attend the centre when in-service training in the Education Workers should be
films and dramas are being use of different audio-visual involved in the preparation of
shown. It may be pointed out materials. The workers reported audio-visual materials. Also, the
that villagers take interest in that they are not provided with kind and timing of radio pro­
films, dramas and puppet-shows enough money to buy new grammes for imparting social
because of their novelty. materials or pay for repairs. The education should be determined

Social Education Workers would in consultation with Social
Conclusion and suggestions be able to make the required use Education Workers.

The present study shows that
all of the Social Education ... . . . . .  ............
Workers included in the present S/z// Available
study were making use of tradi- n*- I
tional instructional materials
such as charts and maps. Only „
3 per cent of the workers were l O l

S A d u l t  Literacy Teachers
Jullundur Circle out of a total of by N.R. Gupta
13 radio sets available for social Rs. 10.00, Abroad $ 2.75
education work, 8 were out ot s n o w i A r *
order at the time of investigation. (Rs‘ * ôr *AEA members)
The Social Education Workers Availably from

to 'gethx r  S t e T o S  in<lian Adult Education Association,
2 per cent of workers were mak- 17-B, Indraprastha Marg,
ing use of films. A majority of New Delhi-1,
workers (79 per cent were found
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Women 32 Years Behind Men in Literacy
ANY real ‘women’s lib’ move- rural women lagged far behind immediately be used to improve 

ment in India has to begin at 12.9 per cent. Urban women’s living standards. It should lead
with women’s literacy. The literacy had inched up to 41.9 per to increased productivity, greater

tradition of reserving education cent—but urban men had forged participation in civic life and a
for sons alone has effectively from '45 per cent in 1951, to 61.5 better understanding of the
prevented women from reaching per cent in 1971. surrounding world,” the con-
S L * '  M e n th a ™ ' d S d S  Where d» the women begin to f“ “ “  reP” > S«M-
reached the level where 39  5 lag? The toll taken by tradition TIl<? realisation that the
ner cent can read and write ’ is clear>y indicated in ‘drop out’ education of the rural population
P"‘ Acart from keenins the na statistics on Indian children. In »s pivotal to overall progress has
t i o n w U r i t e r a c v  &  down the 6-11 age group, 80.5 percent dawned in this country. Some
to a woebegone 3 oer cent the oP boys and 4 d -4  per cent of girls courses for farmers have been
failure to draw Jris and women were at schooJ >« 1960-61. By launched. Rural women are sup-
n o he educ^tional mainstream 1965-66, the figures had risen to P«sed to be covered by these

poses a serious ibstacR to ^sockT 90.4 per cent and 61.6 per cent courses; so far no special pro-
economic development. A United respectively. The dropping out S “ Llv° to ^ S r ^ n e e d f  ̂ nd
Nations report on community f^i'^O-G onlylOS per ceiUo’f aspirations has been designed
development points out that the h . , ° y Most efforts made by ‘gram sevi
key to success in community 6, , ' ■ „nr\develonment lies in the “ intelli at school, and in 1965-66, only • kas and health or family plan­
gent^^ticioadon S  women”'  16 ‘5 Per cent- The Percentage of ning workers have failed because
A womai who has benefited from boys was 3 4 -3 in the ear,'er they ignore the conflicting influ-

P ^ ,a ? d 3 9 .9 i n  1965-66. Of of the rural woman’s on-
nrosramme is rlearlv imino tn he girls, in the 14-17 age group, only vironment. ranuly planning
a T a s s T in  mov L  he? whole 4.2 per cent were still at school education in particular has
family unit forward on the road in 1960-61, and a meagre 6.9 flopped in many areas because
to™ocio-eco^mfo emancipation^ per cent had made » in ->965-66. ‘converted’ women had to con-
But neither educational nor Approximately four times as tend with their ‘unconverted’
social planners amear to hSve many boys-18.4 per cent in men. Education planners stress

217 per cemjn tb* f .  K
sjicl, a programme in our rural 0 ^ 1̂  plreemage them from the shackles of

According to statistics com- of §'r>s wb° bl,n8 on t0 their outdated norms without dis-
piled bv the National Board of books, the vast majority were regarding the setting in which
Adult Education in late July this town-dwellers. Domestic customs -liberation movement has
year, the literacy graph for wo- or unan?ia  ̂problems had sucked
men has risen from 1.7 per cent rura .gir s out . the scope of A recent seminar on literacy
in 1901, to 2 .4  per cent by 1931 education at the primary level. training organised by the
7.9 per cent' in 1951, 12.8 per The same situation persists YMCA ant! YWCA has 
cent in 1961 - t o  18.4 per cent today. Over 15 crores of Indians highlighted a possible plan under
in the 1971 census. The male most of them women, are illite- which a basic course of func-
literacy figures for the same years rate in the 15-45 age group. It tional literacy, community-based
are 11.5 per cent, 15.3 percent, would cost an estimated Rs 450 general knowledge and health
24.9 per cent, 33.9 per cent—and crores-and too much tim e-to education would be compulsory
39.5 per cent in 1971. Women educate them by conventional for a11 w°men the 14-45 age-
today are thus only as literate as means. The solution will clearly 8 rouP-, Optional higher educa-
men in the 1940’s. have to be functional rather than tlon aloag tbe same Jmes’ as, w, f 1

If rural women are considered conventional. And literacy will as vocat.lona> training, are chalk-
separately, the figures are even have to be encapsulated with ed olI.t in a f raded pattern in
bleaker. In 1951, literacy among education for living’ in one the plan. Implementation of the
rural men was 19.0 per cent and integrated programme This pIan may not 8 reatly raise the
among their womenfolk, 4.9 per need to make literacy a vital f hoo! enrolment of rural girls
cent. Literacy among urban means rather than an end in . d may serve. ^  take educa_ 
women in that census period was social development was stressed V0113* opportunities to their
22.3 per cent. By 1961, rural as long ago as 1965 at the World d°ors(ep, and improve the
men’s literacy stood" at 29.0 per Conference on Illiteracy at cliances of the rural family unit
cent, rural women at 8.5 per cent Teheran. “The process of learn- becoming the nucleus of a peace-
and urban women at 34.6 per ing to read and write should >u> revolution against ignorance
cent. In the last census, rural be made an opportunity for and dead habit,
men had reached 33.8 per cent, acquiring information that can —Courtesy Indian Express



B . . >, programmes (‘training courses needed an adequate
j| practical bias and field orientation so that the job

B  l efficiency of workers could1 improve’); clarity of
n W & ' B  concept of Social Education (‘coordination between

the Central Ministries dealing with Social Education 
H i  I was needed because lack or its inadequacy had led

to ambiguity rather than to lack of uniformity in the 
understanding of the concept and programme of 
Social Education resulting in conflict of ideas bet- 
ween Social Education workers at different levels’); 

m m m m i  syllabi, methods and materials of training (‘Tnter-
■'? q> disciplinary teams of educators, social scientists and

field workers could chalk out a field-based, realistic 
and useful syllabus of training for different levels of 

AN APPRAISAL OF THE TRAINING workers’); consultation and liaison between State
PROGRAMMES FOR SOCIAL EDUCATION Governments and training centres (‘for evaluation of

performance of the trainees, encouraging good 
WORKERS IN INDIA trainees and better selection procedures for deputing

trainees’); follow-up of ex-trainees (‘through corres- 
by N.A. Ansari, Delhi Central Institute of pondence, visits of instructors, issue of bulletins,
Education, National Council o f Educational Research ° rganisati°n ,of refresh,er courses and orientation ’ J seminars and cooperative research and study
and Training, 1970, p. 54, Rs. 1.70. projects’) and research and evaluation (to strengthen

the training programmes by suggesting solutions to
the field workers’ problems’).

THIS publication is in the series ‘CIE Studies in
Education and Psychology’ and is a summary of ; , , , , ...............
the doctoral work carried out by the author As mentioned by the author, the main limitations

under the University of Delhi. It is an All-India of the study are that: its field of inquiry was restrict-
study dealing with various aspects of the training ed on,y to m-service training programmes and does 
programmes organised for Social Education workers not toucdl pre-service programmes and academic and 
at different levels in different parts of the country professional training undergone by the Social 
The appraisal relates to the period between 1953- Education workers which are equally important, a
1966 and examines in detail the type and objectives comparative study of the syllabi of training pro-
of training programmes organised for various cate- grammes was not possible because of the changes in
gories of personnel engaged in social education job-description of the workers during the study 
work; the time devoted and emphasis given to period; different methods used in imparting training 
training in the total programme; impact and utility could not be covered in as detailed and intensive a
of the training programmes and ways of making manner as was desired for which probably another
training more effective. study would be needed, just as it would be necessary

e for the study of educational absolutes, features of
A n T , , , - it c . syllabus construction and organisation of field work;
After the Introduction, Chapter II of the report 4  impact of the training programmes was judged 

dca,sf with the methodology^ followed m "ondu* inf  by taking the responses of the workers and could 
the study and describes the sample studied, method * , sifnnlemented with an assessment of theof data collection and the tools used for collecting n? b supplemented with an assessment or the

j lcl X, , , , i  j r>„ i 5  change in their performance m field a ter thethe data. Chapter III discusses the Background fr„injna Tnsnite the„  iimi,»t:nno the studvagainst which Social Education concept evolved and ™ in g .  inspite ot these imitations the studyagdiubL which ou , in nnrnf> „n . makes a definite contribution to the field of research
how it underwent several changes in name and . elig<,ests some verv valuable arens of research incontent durin° the past and how the corresponding ana some ei , valuable are,.s. ot rest ireh ins-uiuciiL uuiiii0 m y j A  . 6  Social Education field which were not aimed at in
training programmes were initiated. In the review t, t investioation
of literature on the subject, the author gives a brief picse 1 g ’
note on the two studies conducted in this field. In
the subsequent section, the findings of the study are R.S. Mathur
enumerated separately for district and block level Directorate o f Adult Education
staff engaged in Social Education. The main recom- (Ministry of Education & Social Welfare)
mendations of the study are given in the next n .. .
chapter. These relate to the objectives of the training
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" ^  yhe^apcr on workers cducation^presen ted by an
expert stressed:

N S S  in  S ou th  G u ja ra t U n iv e rs ity  , . , . ̂ — that a harmonious relationship between
By employees and employers can be enhanced,

Dilip Shah, Field Work Coordinator, N.S.S. if the former are literate, aware of the need
for mutual understanding and cooperation;

The South Gujarat University is situated in the _  thatj in bargaining, trade union leaders will 
southern part of Gujarat State. This year the Urn- be strong if they are backed by literate
versity has prepared the NSS programme which masses (members) who understand them
will be carried out during the current academic fu]ly and know what they are fighting for;

— that the improvement of the welfare of 
The main activity of the year will be adult edu- particularly in industrial enterprises

tion and adult literacy. Three-week-end training which have a trade test system for promo-
camps (at district zonal level) in coordination with tion/wage increase, can be achieved only by
the Gujarat State Samaj Shikshan Samiti, Surat education;
have been organised. Under this activity it is inten- — that the most neglected workers are the
ded to cover about 250 students. A few villages lowest groups which, in Nigeria, are largely
have been taken up for this work. Before illiterate,
starting this work, students have surveyed
the area and collected necessary information. Education, therefore, should be directed more to 
The necessary atmosphere for literacy education these groups. Illiterate workers, as in the past, can
has also been created. At present classes have been be provided with basic general literacy teaching
started in five colleges. Work has been started and before entering a vocational training course but this
about 2 0 0  adults have been enrolled in the cam- has proved to be not so attractive and or successful,
paign. Besides the literacy education they are also The normal method of on-the-job training takes too
providing the knowledge of health, hygiene and much time and demands too much patience from
sanitation. The work will be done with the help of illiterates, and in many cases is not sufficient to
experts who have sufficient knowledge in the field, enable its trainees to pass a trade test which norm-
It is proposed to extend the NSS scheme to 11 ally require some literacy abilities,
colleges and enroll about 1590 students.

The expert then elaborated the work-oriented 
It is hoped that the illiteracy will be gradually literacy concept, taking as examples work-oriented

removed from the surrounding villages and areas of projects for wheat farmers, cotton growers, farmers
the university. co-operative members, and tobacco growers.

Positive steps to be taken for the introduction of 
International Conference: Adult Education and a vocational literacy project were recommended.

Community Development The exPert did not see any financial difficulty, pro­
vided agreement could be reached between union 

The “International Conference: Adult Educa- leaders and managers. He suggested that the
tion and Community Development” was held Industrial Training Fund, accumulated by the
June 5-9 at the University of Liverpool in England. Government be used partly for such projects, for the
The aim of the conference was to explore inter- benefit of workers, trade unions and enterprises,
national trends and viewpoints in Adult Education The expert also explained that international labour
and Community Development and attempt to pro- and professional organisations have issued resolu-
vide means of exploring the common grounds bet- tions and pledge to foster the new concept, and to
ween them. The conference was under the direction assist projects wherever possible. Bankers, finan-
of Professor Thomas Kelly and Dr. Alexander N. ciers, economists, industrial enterprisers etc. have
Charters and sponsored by the Universities of Liver- also recognized work-oriented literacy as a positive
pool, Edinburgh and Syracuse. investment.
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In te rn a tio n a l L i te r a c y  D a y  C e le b ra te d  Unesco’s Second Literacy Award Goes
in  W est B en g a l  to Iran’s Literacy Corps

THE International Literacy Day was celebrated by The Nadezhda K. Krupskaya Prize of Unesco 
the West Bengal Adult Education Association worth 5,000 roubles has been awarded to Iran’s 
at Students Hall, Calcutta on September 8, Literacy Corps.

1972. Dr. Hiranmay Banerjee, Former Vice- T •* • . . . . . .
Chancellor of Rabindra Bharati University and the „ j t i eracy Corps is manned by high-school
President of the Association, presided over a public § "j 0 ^ave drafted into the army
meeting which was largely attended by veteran • s®.rvice- They af e trained for four
educationists, university and college students and ..illaopc . eac raet^0<̂ s an  ̂ then S° into the 
representatives of Social Welfare Organisations of w they work under the government’s
the State. Rural Adult Education Centres numbering f t an 1'teracy programmes for another
102 set up by the Association also observed the rwnhpr ?' 1m corP? was ®stabhshed in 
Literacy Day with a week long programme in Q nftn “ a mos*: 75,000 youths and more than 
different districts of West Bengal which was con-  ̂ women have taught more than a
eluded on September ! 4. Thousands of illiterate wrjje C11 ren anĉ  550,000 adults to read and
adults took a solemn pledge at their own, to make
an end of this scourge of illiteracy and took The Mohammed Reza Pahlavi Prize of Unesco 
admission into these Centres as prospective students, was won by Gram Shikshan Mohim of Maharashtra

2. In his address. Dr. Banerjee urged both the ln
public and private welfare agencies to come forward -------------------------------------------------------- -------- -
unitedly with great zeal and determination to render
practical help in conducting literacy classes based on 6. At the end of the meeting a popular drama 
a strong and workable project. entitled ‘SAPATH NILAM’ written by Sati Kumar

Di Rw' ‘t Rmer lASSIS,a"t ‘“eS teY n  A d u l S c a S n
ed statistical C c y  T c i S  * C° UrSe *  by
in India since the attainment of independence and
made an appeal to educated people and specially to ____
students community to fight the menace of illiteracy 
with joint efforts and keen determination by taking
active role towards the advancement of adult literacy O i l  0  .
of the state o e e K i i n a  a u r  h e c k  l i a n a

4. Sri Roby Mookerjee, Secretary of the T , .
Association presented a brief resume of the Associa- Hindi I ranslation OI the famous book
tion and stated that during the last one year 1667 ‘How AduJts Learn’ foy D  j  R KWd
adult illiterates passed literacy tests in Centres run J ,uu
by the Association and stressed that for want of ‘........the first basic and com prehensive
suitable literature for the neo-literates much of . __ ,1. : *l c  u  ,  , „  ,
work suffered. The adult literacy movement will textbook in the field of adult learning
not bring any lasting effect to the society if we fail and program m ing available in H indi
to publish books for illiterates and neo-literates, he ,
added. .Language » Seeds of Promise— A Four

5. Sri Nani Dutta, Associate Secretary of the Year RePort °f University Adult Education
Association said that with the help and active co- in Rajasthan.
operation received from the adult education teachers
and trained students volunteers a “Literacy Brigade Price Rs 7
has been formed in the State under the banner of ***
this Association. The Brigade will be busy in 
organising adult education centres covering all the Can be had from :
Districts of West Bengal and will increase its stiength
immediately to 1000 in the near future, runner, Indian Adult Education Association, 
under the guidance of this Association a Society tor 17„R Inilrinraciha \/r
Writers and Publishers for rapid production of J Indraprastha Marg,
literature for neo-literates has started functioning N ew  D elh i 1,
from this day and it is expected that the Society will 
publish series of literature for neo-literates witiim a 
short period,
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impact of Functional Literacy Programme........ 7. The teachers expressed
oi satisfaction in the co-

___ ______________  (Continued from page 8)_________________ _ operation extended to
Below average Above average them by the local people.
performance performance A need-oriented and pro-

——---------------------------------------- —------------------ iTn-  perly motivated educative
Above average 21 129 150 process alone,, according
previous ability (B) _ (A) A -B  t0  them, will succeed in
Below average 50 87 137 our state.
previous ability (D) (C) C+D  , . .F __________________ ________________ 8 . Radio listener’s clubs

have been organised in 
71 216 2 ° 7 some of the centres and

______  (B+D)_______ (A+G)__________ others are expected to
■ " follow suit.

The A (phi) coefficient is obtained applying the formula
9 F AD—BC 9. The learners were

a—— -x - and with ioy and pride when
•\/(A +B ) (C+D) (A+C) (B+D) they heard their voices

was found to be 0.27 along wjth that of the
teacher in the actual

This when judged in terms of 2. The attitude of the lear- learning situation trans-
X2 using the relationship X2=  ners have changed a lot. milled back to them
N<f>2, X2 is 20.95. This is highly They have now resorted through the A.I.R.,
significant for 1 d.f., as it is a to saving something from Trivandrum.
? v ? table their earnings, new tech- , , , ,

A . their vocation 10. Both the teachers and theFurther if the standard error mques in tneir vocation,
n  fmmri nut n«in(r cooperative endeavours taugnt aesire io nave

of Q found out using and give their children visits by experts in van-
_ . 1 everv sunnort and facility ous subject fields so that

S.E0=  w r, > for stu(jv they could clear their
,  , ’ . , doubts and get themselves

comes to 0.06. The value of <f> ^  Kitchen gardening, pou - exposed to “great men.”
coefficient obtained is more^than K p t S b y m i y o f . b e  11 . Most of the learners
safe™ concluded that the same is participants though at a attribute this chance of
highly significant. 4. decided to S f f i g

These analyses help one con- continue studies some- these centres and for
elude that there was positive j10W of otjier_ xhey implementing these pro­
effect of teaching in the literacy expressed the hope that grammes they are im-
centres on the gains achieved tjie centres should con- mensely thankful to the
in the literacy and numeracy tinue and that the learn- Kerala Grandhasala
aspects. The fact that nearly 1/3 ers supplied with Sangham and the selfless,
of the learners read unseen reading materials sincere, untiring workers
passages at a satisfactory speed The learners are anxious behind it.
also indicates the effectiveness ot , , ,
the instruction imparted. first hand information on Conclusion
Interviews things, machinery, human The public enquiring about

The interviews-structured as body, crops, dams, etc. the starting of new batches,
well as unstructured—with the 6 . Ability to read name- necessarily gives every visitor a
learners and the teachers revealed boards in buses, to read clear ldea of.the impact of thi
the following facts. newspapers, write letters programme in the locality.

1. The learners were punc- to close relatives, apply It is hoped that the successful
tual and regular in at- mathematical problems completion of the pilot project
tendance. They were in daily life and to live will tempt the Government of
eager to write words and as contributing citizens India and other agencies interest-
sentences in the work- enjoying fundamental ed in the eradication of illiteracy
books. They raised rights and observing to give liberal grants to such pro­
doubts and cooperated duties and responsibilities grammes and to sanction more
with the teachers in are among the motives centres and to implement schemes
emphasising and drilling which they could achieve for bringing out books for the
major points. during their course, neo-literates.
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D esigning A Schem e for P o ly v a len t........  the centre functioning for the education of adults in
b ® . their jurisdiction. Thus, as the work of the centre

(Continued from page 6) registers progress, it would be possible to tap several
the course, the participants, the collaborative agen- resources required to expand the activities,
cies, time schedule and methods of teaching etc. to 21. In preparing budget estimates for establish- 
the part-time instructors. ment of such centres the main heading for expendi-

, ,  , . ture could be as follows:
(h) Financing and budgeting (i) Salaries and allowances of the full-time
20. Since the education of children and youth staff,

is considered to be a cardinal issue in most Asian (jj) Honoraria to the part-time instructors and
countries, it is assumed that there won e ess resource persons,
possibility to get funds diverted from primary and /—) ^ ent 0f buildings
secondary schooling into adult education even in (.y) office expenses (stati0 nery, printing, tele­
cases, where national income allot e phone charges, postage etc.)
as a whole is more. Efforts, despi P (v) Library books and periodicals,
arguments to emphasise importance o u (vi) Organisation of programme (materials and
cation have not been able to get any priority claim equipment etc.).
for it. Adult education programme being a con- rvjj) Maintenance and repairs of vehicle and 
cern of adults who are by themselves earners, and audio-visual equipment,
so also education and training being of direct or Contingencies.
indirect value to thê  bearers ° 22. The budget for each centre will depend upon
prises such as “ ljon c enfre are to be a the extent of financial assistance which the govern-

education programme a n  complMerely depend on a ™  ^  b<_ u rfu l for ,ong range
the state funds. This does not ho\ , planning and realistic budgeting. In addition to the
responsibility of the government to provide - £eads of expencjiture mentioned above it may be
sary support and assistance. It is hov e ,  appropriate to have for each centre a provision of
pensable that State, at least initially, mus pro special grant to meet non-recurring expenditure on
funds for the establishment and expenditure su jP sucb as aiuji0-visual aids, duplicating machines,
as the salaries of the full-time employed staff, rent «' hers etc> In view of the nature of the activity
of the premises, buildings for use, transport et ^P  ogramme; particularly in the evenings, at
The State may co:ntinui2 sJjppc£  other several different places, it may be necessary for these
centre until the time it is ab e to develop otner centres t 0  have an independent transport of their
methods of self-support and self-financing. Fo OWQ It is suggCSted that either a vehicle or an appro-
scheme of this k in d t0, , t M H c  i  ia "e as well priate sum may be provided to purchase the multi-
wholehearted approval of the public at 8  purpose vehicle which will serve various purpose such
as of employers umveragr and local P ,ibrary> audi0-visual van, transport for
As the courses of the centre begin ^ teaching and learning aids and materials etc. It is
the functional vahie both to thetempi y visualised that the centre may need capital outlay
2 1  C p S r & m  ‘e x S S e  for Mldings a, le a , in , 1*  beginning,
involved. The participants themselves b® (j) Management and Organisation
wining to cordplb^ et be expected that they do so 23. The organisation of a Polyvalent Centre is 
It should however n P IndustrjeSj business flexible. This flexibility permits the organisation and
beyond a reasonable • lg and universities management of a centre under any auspices such as
concerns, trade union ’ ., use of furnished under state department of education, university, city
could be approached to P , d other facilities, municipal corporation or voluntary agency. The 
class room facilities, and a expected to pro- centre can be best managed, however, by a Board or
Economic enterprises may a teaching-learning- a committee consisting of members representing 
vide in kind assistance i® _  and tools, polyvalent interests of the local community such as 
materials, use of workshops, i certaja extent cash industries, universities, educational institutions, con- 
transport facilities, and to a , of cost cerned departments of state, municipal corporation,
contribution by way of reimoui - ^  tfae trade unjons> etc. What is important is that the
involved in organising courses Partl . suggests interest of all those concerned with the education, 
workers sponsored by them. b.xpe. „ wi)i also training and well being of working adults in parti- 
that many a trade union organisat i making cular .and citizens in general, are well represented in 
cooperate in organisation of courses tin e . Contri- the Board. The Board can function well through 
facilities available in kind or by making ‘ unjcjpal committees’ a number of which could be set up to
butions. The local authorities and . t serve specific purpose related to the management,
corporation will also be expected to lend support F



administration, promotion and development of the Recommendations of the Seminar on
programme of the centre. Functional Literacy in Nigeria
Central organisation for coordination, guidance rpH E  Institute of African Adult Education, Uni- 
and supportive services versify of Ibadan, Nigeria, organised a seminar

24 Fo r ® êct'DS «he places for establishment of «  ' “ i T Z i l o l f

S S S &  r s t  of ">0 Seminar,
centre, and providing necessary supportive services, Recommendations
it would be essential to have a Central Organisation, 1- Realizing the importance of literacy educa-
whatever may be its name, for coordination of the tion for the socio-cultural, economic and
work of such centres in each country concerned. vocational progress of a citizen, and the
Such an organisation can be set up as a special unit teaching of English in post-literacy for the
of the Ministry or the National organisation con- improvement of the quality of a worker, the
cerned with the education, particularly adult educa- Seminar was of the opinion that not enough
tion administration. The tasks of centra] organisa- funds have been made available so far by
tion may be as follows:— various governmental and voluntary agencies

(i) Selection of places and preparation of ope- for literacy education,
rational plans for setting up Polyvalent 2. In view of the above, the Seminar suggested
Adult Education Centres under different that the Federal Ministry of Education
auspicies at selected places. should take urgent steps to establish a Divi-

(ii) Making assessments of funds required and sion of Adult Education including Functional
regulating the release of funds. Literacy through which adequate funds will

(iii) Provide continued guidance and technical be channelled to organisations (statutory and
assistance to these centres. voluntary) which execute adult education

(iv) Train the staff of the Polyvalent Adult programmes.
Education Centres from time to time 3. The Seminar called upon the Federal
through courses, seminars, group meetings . Government to set up a National Adult
etc Education Commission with State branches,

(v) Arrange for the production and supply of 4. The Seminar felt that the Federal Govern-
educational materials and necessary audio- ment should secure the fund and coordinate
visual aids required by the centres. with other bodies i.e. external organisations

(vi) Arrange for the evaluation and studies like UNESCO, FAO, UNICEF, ILO, etc.
relating to the education and training of in order to give financial and technical
working adults. assistance to the executive bodies.

25. The staffing pattern of such an organisa- 5. The Seminar called upon all universities to
tion will depend upon the administrative set-up allocate some funds from their budget for
and organisation for adult education which exists experiments and research in literacy.
in the country concerned. It is suggested that the 6 . Apart from the Federal Government and
central organisation should have in addition to a the State Governments the Seminar was ot
head of the organisation, who should be of fairly the opinion that Statutory Corporation,
high level status, at least two or three officers to Industrial Enterprises, Commercial Concerns,
provide assistance in guiding the programme, deve- Voluntary Organisations and Student Parti-
loping the necessary educational materials required cipants of adult functional literacy pro-
by the centres, for evaluation studies and follow-up grammes, should also contribute to the
contacts, and training the staff. programme. For example local communities

could be encouraged to raise funds for the
Assistance from International Organisations purpose of functional literacy education.

26. Each country concerned may have to take 7. The Seminar called upon the Industrial
initiative to explore the possibility of getting assist- Training Fund to provide money for literacy
ance from international organisations like UNESCO, education.
ILO and FAO and others, for planning and deve- ----- - ■ — — ............... —
loping the Project of Polyvalent Adult Education 27. In seeking assistance, it is suggested that 
Centres. Assistance may be sought in terms of the country concerned should see that it receives
specialists or consultants having experience and pro- assistance only to the extent it needs, and is able
fessional competence of doing similar work, equip- to utilise it properly and in time, once it is made
ment such as audio-visual aids, transport, work- available. The purpose of such assistance should
shop equipment, and printing machines, and be to promote the development of the programme,
fellowship facilities for providing training to the The international organisations concerned with the
key persons connected with the project and continuing education and training of workers and
opportunity for exchange of experience with other middle line personnel will certainly like to provide
countries. ~ such assistance at least initially.
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H r^£pAcĥ }  F ^ M B .uoJ ^
m t m  L . i - ' i ' C - ' .  I

1 Towards a r ' ' 1 ’ *'*:' " * > ^  . f \ \ ‘
Participating

s " c k ‘ , y  K̂ lBBPErŜ Bliirll̂ F
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CHANGE IN CONCEPT AND CONTENT OF
EDUCATION URGED

THE concept and content of education should the life of an individual. He said that training and 
undergo a change and the true system of educa- retraining of the people was very important for 
tion should help the individual to grow his social linking the available manpower with the need of the 

stature said Shri M.D. Chaudhari, Maharashtra’s community.
Minister for Finance while inaugurating the 25th All shri m .G. Mane, President of the Bombay City 
India Adult Education Conference in Bombay on Social Education Committee in his welcome address 
October 30, 1972. outlined the various activities of the Committee.

Shri Chaudhari felt that the terminal concept of Shri S.C. Dutta, Hony. General Secretary of the 
education should be discarded in the present social, Indian Adult Education Association presented the 
economic and technological context. report of the Association.

The State Finance Minister emphasised that Dr. M.S. Mehta, President of the Indian Adult 
training in rudimentary knowledge of 3 R s should Education Association proposed a vote of thanks, 
be replaced by functional literacy programmes. He that acju]t education programmes should

have a comprehensive scope so as to cover the 
Presidential Address sophisticated specialist at the one end and com-

, . . .  r, , .. pletely ignorant and illiterate person at the otherShri A.N. Namjoshi, Education Minister of £nd

^ s ^ ^ o ’^longer^'posslble0'1̂ '!3  conceive (rf education . The session which followed the Inaugural ton
whoh woM  faUsiV the needs of modern man once J!»_°;g n,m ,on.l problems b r ig h t
for all. He felt that adult education programmes torwara by tne delegates.
based on traditional concept were more social
service or welfare oriented than education oriented. Key-note Address

The Union Deputy Minister for Education, Shri Shri J.C. Mathur, Member of Unesco s l»ur-
D.P. Yadav also addressed the conference. He urged national Advisory Committee on Out-of School
upon the necessity of providing adult education Education and Vice-President of the Indian \dult 
opportunities both for the literates and the Education Association in his key-note address out- 
illiterates 1 t*ie factors t*vat have necessitated the considera-

‘ , ■, ,U t education program- tion and scope of education. The factors outlined
Shri \  adav said tb and should be by him were explosion of -knowledge, more leisure

mes should be mf ‘ to enrich and improve time, longer expectation oi life, breakdown of organised in such a way so as to ennui a.

... I *



traditions, growth of specialised skills and techno- Dr. J.A. Draper, Resident Director, Shastri 
cracy, acceptance of parliamentary democracy, Indo-Canadian Institute, New Delhi spoke on the
gradual disappearance of religion and the continuous training of adult educators in the context of life-
influence of education over the human personality. long education. He mentioned the principles for the 

„ , „ , , , _ training of adult educators and the phases of
The five-day conference convened by the Indian learnine.

Adult Education Association studied the concent of c‘
life-long education and itsJmplications.na India's fjrmms
Aifulr^EcDImfon Programmes. It exaniined the ^  , , .. ., , . . P __
con tfrT f^fadhT ^^  in the con- The delegates were divided into fo u r^ u p s  with
text of life-long education. The conference also a Chairman and a Rapporteur The group Chair-
made recommendations on the new methods and men were Dr. N.A. Ansari, Shri . .K. a ,
techniques of adult education and of the training M.L.N. P.eddy and Shi i K.S. Munisw Y- 
of adult educators in the context of life-long Rapporteurs were Dr. (Miss) Arnrit '-aur, a - 
education shri J C. Saxena, B.M. Mathur, and Smt. C.K.

Dandiya.
Dr. A. Deleon, Adviser, Union Ministry of 

Education and Social Welfare spoke on the content Zakir Husain Memorial Lecture 
of adult education programmes in the context of During the Conference the Second Zakir Husain 
life-long education. He said that life-long education Memoria] Lecture to commemorate the distinguished 
was not part of education but a philosophy of services of Dr. Zakir Husain to the cause ofeduca- 
education. Dr. D_eleon felt that existing educational ^ on ancj enlightenment of the masses and his close 
institutions should be utilised more comprehensively relationship with the Association was delivered by 
to try out the concept of life-long education Prof M Mujecb( Vice-Chancellor, Jamia Millia 
rather than creating new institutions for this isiamja, New Delhi. The subject of the lecture was 
Purpose. ‘How Man is Made.’

Dr. Amrik Singh, Secretary Inter-University 
Board of India and Ceylon and Indian University Messages
Association for Continuing Education outlined the Messages were received from President of India, 
new methods and techniques of adult education in Vice-President of India, Prime Minister of India, 
the context of life-long education. He was of the Union Defence Minister, Finance Minister, Plan- 
opinion that functional literacy and life-long educa- ning Minister, Labour and Rehabilitation Minister 
tion programmes were only short-term remedies and and the Education Minister, State Chief Ministers 
the vigorous efforts on traditional literacy should and the Director-General of Uuesco. Prof. Nurul 
continue. Hasan, Union Education Minister in a message has

tt , . , ., , c ... said, “ I am happy that the Indian Adult Education
He emphasised the importance of libraries in Ass^ciation haVe chosen the occasion of the 25th 

continuing education programmes for adults. He wel- Conference to discuss Life-long education
corned the formation of Raja Ram Mohan Roy Indications for India's Adult Educations s x  t K  ’:  The con  ° i ■sss sexs
way meeting the recrem ents of seif-eetucation of j " ?  £ „■  « «  S S

educational facilities and even where such facilities

Shri A.N. Namjoshi, Education Minister o f
Maharashtra, delivering the Presidential Shri D.P. Yadov, Union Deputy Minister for

Address of the Conference. Education, addressing the Conference.
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exist, large numbers were unable to avail of the this important and significant theme for their 25th
same on account of socio-economic situation. For- conference and wish them all success for their
mal education in this context becomes often a door deliberations.”
to the privileged and works against though uninten- Over 200 delegates from 18 States and Union 
tionally, the goal of a tree and just society with Territories attended the Conference. Ministries of
equality of opportunities. It is, therefore, imperative Education. Community Development, and Planning
that we provide increasing opportunities for all Commission were represented at the Conference,
adults to learn according to their interests and needs Universities of Delhi, Shri Vankateswara, Calicut,
and to ensure that every person has the opportunity Rajasthan, Punjab Agriculture, Magadh, M.S.
to develop its talent and is not deprived of facilities University of Baroda, Jabalpur, Ujjain, Punjabi
on account of its failure to go through the formal University, SNDT Women’s University, Tata Insti-
education system at one stage or another. Further, tute of Social Sciences, Mysore, Udaipur, Jadavpur
there is tremendous explosion ot knowledge in all ajso deputed representatives,
fields—natural and physical sciences, in social _, , , . ‘ .
sciences, in technology and a new awareness in the _ Tbe ^legates _ were given receptions by the
humanities. This knowledge must reach larger and Bombay Social Education Committee and the
larger sections of our society so that it permeates Shramik \  idyapeeth (Poly-Valent Centre). A cul-
and informs our manifold activities for socio-econo- turaI Programme and visit to notable places in
mic development. greater Bombay were aIso arranged.

_ , , ... A x . , .. , The conference adopted a number of resolutions
I would like to put emphasis on adult educa- which have been published separately on page 5 -6  in 

tional activities oriented towards two major goals ot tjiis issue, 
our society—self—reliance and the reduction of
poverty. These goals cannot be achieved without a General Body Meeting of the Association 
vast effort for increasing knowledge and skills and
at the same time strengthening the social conscious- 1° General Body Meeting of the Association 
ness and the attitudes of the present and future held on November 3, 1972 report of the Association 
generation. I trust the concept of life-long educa- aDj  statement of accounts
tion as applied to India’s adult education pro- for 19/0-71 and 1971-72 were adopted,
grammes would give a new direction for the impart- On the suggestion of Shri A.R. Deshpande, it 
ing of values. There are new aspirations and new was decided by the General Body that the biennial
hopes and-a new ferment in this 25th year of our elections of the Office-bearers be postponed till the
Independence and I, therefore, congratulate the present Constitution under process of amendement
Indian Adult Education Association for selecting was not changed and the new one approved.

Delegates o f the C o nference,



G en era l S e c r e ta r y  V isits G oa
ifo  f \ f  COON after the Bombay Conference, the Hony.
‘j  A t/ ' t  K W H  ^  General Secretary of the Indian Adult Educa-

tion Association, Shri S.C. Dutta alongwith 
£ )  ̂ some staff members of the Association visited
■' y t G ^ J § j  Panaji, Goa on November 5 and 6 to meet officials

concerned with adult education and the Executive 
Committee members of the newly established Adult 
Education Association of Goa, Daman and Diu.

CO MMUNITY AND THE COLLEGE The team met the Director of Education, Shri
o m .m .n u T M r i i in r iT . .  Manohar H. Sardesai, and the Social Education
SEMINAR IN NEW DELHI Officer, Shri Shankar Sardesai and discussed with

Tttt"" r .• rr • . • .. r „ . them the adult education needs of the Union Terri-
HE Indian University Association for Continuing t It was agreed that in order to liquidate illit-
Education (IUACE) is organising a seminar in era in a short period a conference of the repre-
New Delhi from January 27 to 29, 1973. The sentatjves of theP States which have made a signi-

theme of the Seminar would be ‘The Community ficant dent in the extent of iJiiteraCy should be
and ihe College . called. This conference, it was hoped, would provide

A meeting of the Prepratory Committee for this guidelines to the workers for tackling the problem
Seminar was held in New Delhi on Oct. 14, 1972. It of illiteracy. The possibility of organising an All
was decided by the Committee that 20 colleges be India Adult Education Conference in Goa was also
invited to participate in the Seminar and each college discussed with the officials.
shoujd be represented by its Principal, one member The team also met Dr. B.D. Wagh, Director of 
of the stall and one student. Post-Graduate Studies and Research and convener

The Committee made the following suggestions of the Adult Education Association of Goa, Daman 
among others for consideration of the Seminar and Diu, Shri C. S. Radhakrishnan, General

(a) A mobile library may be started in every Secretary and some other members of the Executive
college to serve the nearby urban and rural Committee of the Association and discussed with
areas. The possibility of organising a public them ways and means of increasing the sphere of
library within the premises of the college activities of the local Association. It was suggested
may also be considered that vigorous efforts should be made to enlist the

(b) The college may undertake the responsibility support of a large number of people for the Asso-
of the education of the out of-school youth ciation. The necessity and urgency of producing
of the age group 15-25. The colleges can suitable follow-up literature for neo-literates was
collaborate with the Nehru Yuvak Kendras also discussed.
and N.S.S. etc., for this purpose. The The Adult Education Association of Goa, Daman 
assistance of Central and State Governments and Diu is an affiliated organisation of the Indian 
should be sought for this work. /Adult Education Association.

(c) The colleges may provide consultancy service /  ________
in regard to civic matters. The engineering*
colleges and the town planning and architec- INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ADULT 
ture colleges should help in such matters. r n n r  Anrrri,M ^fyon/scr*

(d) The colleges may establish hobby-cum-pro- fcDUCAHON FUKMiD
duction centres to introduce work experience An International Council for Adult Education 
into the lives of the students and to help has been recently formed in Toronto, Canada, 
them to acquire skills which can be of use to Dr. M. S. Adiseshiah, former Deputy Director- 
them uoth in its productive sense and as a General of Unesco from India is the President and 
hobby. It was suggested that colleges might £)r# Roby Kidd from Canada is the Secretary- 
enter into collaborative arrangements with General.
enterprising businessmen who could provide ’ ^
the expertise whereas the colleges could ■— —— — .............. ........ — ~r
piovide premises, part of the capital and adult education may receive further stimulus and 
part-time labour. additional support.

Yr , ... . , . . The Committee urged the Slate Governments to
f niversi ics and Voluntary Agencies encourage the State Universities and colleges in their

The Executive Committee of the IUACE in its States to extend educational service for the benefit ot 
meeting in Mysore on October 25, 1972 resolved the adult and out-of-school youths at different levels-
iliat the universities should collaborate with volun- This will bring the universities'and community closer
iary agencies in establishing centres of continuing and will eventually strengthen secular and demoerfl' 
education in their jurisdiction so that the cause of tic values of society.
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NATION W IDE PROGRAM M E TO LIQUIDATE  
ILLITERACY EM PHASIZED

The following are the resolutions passed at the 25th All India Adult Education Conference of the Indian 
Adult Education Association, Bombay, October 30 to November 3, 1972.

1. (a) This Conference notes with great concern capacity of the poor, backward and handicapped
the steady increase in the number of illiterates in the sections of society for gainful employment,
most productive age group (15 to 45 years) of the Wishes to bring to the notice of the policy-makers 
adult population. It is estimated to be in the order and planners in the country that in very few of the 
of 15 crores. schemes already accepted and the prosrammes now

(b) Before Independence the campaigns for the proposed, has any provision been made for the
removal of illiteracy among adults were enthusiasts “ built-in” training and education of the small but 
cally supported as essential programme for national numerous participants and beneficiaries from she 
progress. In recent years this feeling has declined, schemes. In the opinion of the Conference, this 
indeed there appears to be an attitude of resignation omission is bound to defeat the accepted objectives 
on the part of the leadership. It is even seriously of the schemes themselves. It is evident that" unless 
argued that universal primary education would the skills required for new technology of agriculture 
produce a new generation of literates and until then and industry are known to the farmers and workers,
no serious harm would be dene. optimum results from their efforts would not be

(c) The Conference strongly believes that adult forthcoming.
literacy is essential at the present stage of our Scondly, so long as the small worker and farmer
economic development. Both in economic and is untrained and illiterate, he would have to depend
political life the literate minority today enjoys a upon some intermediaries for obtaining credit, for*
distinct advantage over the large mass of small keeping accounts, preparing farm-plans etc. and
farmers and labourers. Plans for removal of poverty would have to acquire the necessary self-confidence 
must cover the obligation to provide to the people and
means of production on a footing of equality. So Thirdly, without training (including literacy) 
long as they remain illiterate they will be handi- becoming an integral part (both financially and 
capped. organisationally) of every scheme of development, its

(d) The Conference earnestly urges the Govern- impact would be only marginal.
ment and political and economic leadership of the The Conference, therefore, requests Governmet 
country not to deny to the mass of 150 million and the Planning Commission that for achievement 
people the skill of literacy which is a powerful factor of the objectives of social justice and removal of 
in bringing about equality of opportunity and social poverty, they should earmark within the outlays for 
justice. these schemes for the lowest sections of the society,

For this purpose, it is the opinion of the Confe- a small percentage, say five percent for the simul- 
rence that a nation wide programme of literacy be taneous and ‘built h ’ training of the participants 
launched in order to liquidate illiteracy within a and of beneficiaries of the scheme- 
period of 10 to 15 years, including functional illite- The responsibility for the implementation of the 
racy for primary producers. Active support and training element should be squarely placed upon 
cooperation of non-governmental agencies should be those responsible for the schemes as a whole. Mow- 
enlisted to make the campaign effective. ever, for the p:\j oration of the training clement,

joint teams of the subject matter departments or 
Biiilt-in-Training *or tre Participants organisation and concerned officers or institutions of

(a) This Conference is convinced that the people Education Ministry and its concerned organisation 
in  the lowest incom e-groups i e. small farmers, land- both at the Central and States level should be
less agricultural labourers, industrial workers, crafts- associated with the training of instructors and other 
men" and various other kinds of workers should personnel, 
participate in the process of economic development , Educationm order not only to raise their income but also to L.fe .ong Education . . ( .
improve their standards of living. . . , 3 a) The Conference> is convinced.that the

Appreciates the commitment of the Govemmcn terminal concept of education is untenable in the
to this objective in providing credit facilities to small present soci >. . economic am. ten,- dog,. .! co, i, .
farmers and agricultural labourers and in helping (b) The exp,os.,m ol ' n o v . ! „ i  d!, v . - '  u .-  
other handicapped people in other areas of life. covenes, scientific inventions and

declared intention of the Planning technology further supports this view. K 
we come me .. . th Fifth Five Year Plan acquired at the institutions ot formal 

Commission to provide in  ̂ raising the becomes of date in a few years, h
substantial outlays for scheme n
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education should be a powerful force for the integra- own education. The advantage of co-operative self- 
tion of the various facets of human personality. directed endeavour in any kind of educational work

4. (a) The Conference feels that the concept of is too obvious to need emphasis. Such efforts 
life-long education calls for a transformation in the awaken faith among the people in themselves and 
field of formal education too. Moreover, the society help recover a sense of personal and social signi- 
needs vast expansion of adult education both for ficance.
those, who have entered their professions and those (b) Non-governmental agencies are more free 
in positions of leadership. It will require weli- to use their resources with a minimum of restrictions
thought action in developing environmental, infor- a°d to select suitable personnel with greater free- 
mal and community-based education. All aspects dom. Such agencies, however, cannot flourish with- 
of education must be inter-related so as to become out the liberal and generous support of the State,
an on going, integrated and evolutionary process. By giving aid to such agencies, Governments will

(b) “ Class-room technique is generally inade- secure much greater results from their funds than 
quate for the education of the adult men and would otherwise be the case.
women. Use of correspondence courses, group dis- (c) The Conference notes with satisfaction that 
cussions, the radio, television and numerous other some State Governments have taken action in 
methods have to be employed to make the concept associating non-official agencies in their plans for 
of life-long education a reality. adult education work. It urges upon other states

(c) The Conference affirms that poverty, disease to enlist non-offieial enthusiasm and experience
and ignorance are major evils, which affect the pre- in an effective manner to build up systematic
sent day society in India. They cannot be eradi- organisation of adult (continuing) education schemes 
cated without making people aware of their causes in their areas.
and how to conquer them. 9. This Conference is of the view that the

5 The Conference feels strongly that the mea- Indja° AdH!t Education Association should take the 
gre resources provided for adult education have to pt.ative in organising meetings and Conferences 
be increased manifold for the proper economic ia eacuh State and Union Territory of the pnncipa 
development of the society and for stabilising its office-bearers of the various organisations engaged 
, Jl nrr,rp5Q in social and educational work,

cemo P • , r , Not only should these organisations know of
6 . The Conference is of the opinion that for the one anothe^ s activities and progress, but they

implementation ot effective and a qu pro should regularly meet to exchange ideas, experi- 
grammes of adult education, under the broader con- ences and estrat/ gy of work. Thusf  the comprehen-
cept of life-long education, le raining o a u sive programme of Adult Education as a powerful 
educators should receive a hig i pri r y, v - means for social and economic development would
able methods and medias should be utilised for the be , strengthened. 
training of adult education personnel. b

7 . (a) The Conference believes that self-educa- University Adult Education
tion of the people is very important under the 10. This Conference repeats its feelings of con- 
over-all concept of life-long education. Mass media cern that so far the universities in India have made
play an important role in the self-education of the so little contribution in promoting adult education,
people. Film, television, radio and other audio- Some universities have initiated action in this direc-
visual aids have a great role in the continuing tion, but so far for a country of the size of India
education of the masses. with its history and heritage in arts and culture, this

(b) The production of suitable educational is a meagre performance,
programmes by various mass media by itself will The University is the most suitable agency for 
be insufficient for the learning process. For the rendering this service to the community in all fields
proper utilization of this material, listening and 0f knowledge (including liberal education) parti-
\iewing groups will have to be organised and mod- cularly to out-of-school/college youth and also in
vated so that comprehension and expression are the areas of highly specialised learning,
promoted through participation in such groups by The universities should not only organise courses 
the learners. The training programmes through the for the adult people who are engaged in their pro-
various media will need to be properly coordinated fossions, but should also extend the scope of their
in order to produce the optimum results. studies so as to include the subject of adult educa­

tion as a discipline. This will have the advantage 
Voluntary Agencies of providing qualified adult educators to, work for

8 . (a) This Conference reiterates its opinion the universities and elsewhere.
that voluntary agencies have an important role in The universities should also conduct research in
any scheme of adult education. Adult education the methods and techniques of literacy work,
activities by their very nature will serve diverse The Conference welcomes the establishment of
needs and varied interests. No single type of organi- the Indian University Association for Continuing
sation can probably satisfy all such interests. Peo- Education and offers its full support in furthering its
pie should be enabled to start projects for their programmes.
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THE CONCEPT OF LIFE-LONG EDUCATION
FOR ADULTS*

J. C. Mathur

IN this paper I have tried to dwell upon those ele- education through which we passed some years 
ments in the overall concept of life-long education ago. 
which have special relevance for adult education. .

This should-not, however, mean that life-long edu- , three key words in adult education aiming at 
cation is something that can be viewed and orga- . ec?omm§ a life-long influence, are ‘abiding , ‘widen- 
nised in fragments. On the contrary, it is an inte- In® a. binding ; abiding, that is, a learning 
grated process. The concept of life-long education experience that co-exists with life itself; ‘widening’ 
needs to be recognised so as to overcome the short- * at Is' a spectrum of learning that is able to keep 
comings in our educational system resulting from UP Wlta tae expansion of knowledge necessary for an 
the existing fragmentary situation. At present school av^ a§f maa ‘j1 modern world; ‘binding’ that is, 
education, college education, vocational education s ,’ ,®’ knowledge and attitudes through which an 
and adult education are entities only nominally inte- a u * can,tr^ to coa\esce his diverse and sometimes 
grated with each other. With the acceptance of life- contradictory experiences into an integrated per- 
Iong education and adoption of the practices neces- sonahty. These three aspects ot the concept jife- 
sary for implementing it, these entities will not be !°n§ education for adults can be formulated into 
so mutually exclusive. They will cover the entire three questions. First, what are the major ele-
span of life and provides strength to each other, nients in an adult s life experience which
They will be part of a learning process that ends ?ee<̂  t0  harmonized and how. Secondly,
only with an individual’s death. h° w ,can a(*ult education develop links with

schools, colleges, universities, i.e. institutional 
However, a more particular consideration of the education and research so as to enable adults to 

significance of life-long education for adults is neces- keep abreast of recent developments in knowledge 
sary because the mere imparting or receiving of ar>d technology according to their needs? Thirdly, 
adult education might well be regarded as an ade- what should be the devices and what the stimuli to 
quate step towards life-long education. After all an ensure that the adults continue to seek and respond 
adult joining a programme of continuing education to the growth of knowledge and skills? Let us take 
is resuming the threads of learning that were snap- these three questions one by one. 
ped when he left school or college. Those adults 
who join literacy classes are seeking a skill that would Roles of Adults
come handy to them in their vocation. That itself jn tjje past a]so tjie ajm cf achieving integrated 
is a step towards life-long education. A young far - acjujt personality has been emphasised in discussions 
mer who joins a farmers training class or a worker on adult education. Generally this has been done 
who is in the polyvalent centre is also trying to wjth reference tQ the various roles of an adult in
equip himself better during an active phase ol life. socjety. Broadly, four roles have been identified.
In other words, adult education by itself is a repu- ro]e 0f the adult in economic development is
diation of the terminal aspect ot education and thus manifested in vocational and professional activities, 
embodies the concept of life-long education. As an individual he earns his income through these

There is, to my mind, a misunderstanding here, activities, as a social unit he contributes to the 
Adult education as practised today covers only one Productivity of the society and the nation to which
aspect of life-long education and that too partially. he belongs. He may be a primary producer or he
aspect or me luub verfirai enread To that may be a manager or a technologist. Even as aIt is a move towards the vertical spieau. to  tnat Dr0(jncer he mav have a role as a manaeer or as aextent it is a departure from what has been men- Procmcer ne may nave a roic as a manage 01 as aextent, it is a aepauu Terminal eon- technician adopting new methods in order to
tioned as the Green Ro nresent improve his productivity. Adult education gives
cept of education. But th • , P . him the skills by which he can strengthen his initial
experiments or programmes r,rA„ress to its equipment for his performance in the field of econo ■
generally fail to carry the verti P S mic development. The skills have to be of a pro-
logical culmination, namely, as an a g - . fessional standard enabling him tu b e  competent
on the adult’s life. We have also not ac c fe an(l contident to handle modern techniques and 
cant results in the horizontal spread ot learning comp,ex situations.
process for adults, inspite of the wave J f

1 he role of the adult in political life calls foi a
-—- ——----———------——  -  knowledge of his responsibilities and duties as a

. „ 4 , .he ?5th All citizen. This knowledge can be used for a more
‘Excerpts from the key-note address o active and lively purpose by an adult who is keen

India Adult Education Conference.
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to be a leader in political institution at any level, tended to be rather a diluted pot-poure in which the 
It can also be used for discharging simpler responsi- standard of skills imported and the knowledge given 
bilities such as casting one’s vote and understanding was hot high enough to be of practical use in a 
the various rules and restrictions regarding taxation dynamic economic situation. As a reaction and 
and new legislation. In either case the State and also in the light of experience in more advanced 
society make constant demands upon the adult citi- countries emphasis is being placed now on special- 
zen to make choices and take decisions. Adult edu- ised training to adults in the technology or in the 
cation should bring to these adult citizens the know- vocational techniques with which they are concern- 
ledge of the rules and issues and help him in culti- ed. Personally, I am opposed to any attempt to 
vating the maturity necessary for exercising judg- dilute the standard of professional training in adult 
ment. education. Today's technology is far too demand-

In family life an adult has a more directly parti- and far too vast for us to take any risks,
cipational role than as a citizen. Raising a family, To some extent this is also true of training in
managing the home expenses within limited income, political matters and citizenship, training in family 
adjusting to the changing behaviour-pattern of planning and Home Science and training in the 
young people; initiating children into social habits appreciation of the arts and the use of leisure. Each 
—all these and several other problems call for wis- js undoubtedly a specialised field, 
dom of which the sole source is no longer tradi- . . . _ . ..
tion. Traditional wisdom is increasingly being replac- ; ,u<̂  yet ,aijy at-u^ would gire e rs priori y 
ed by knowledge and information furnished by to training programmes which woul improve
modern psychology, medical sciences, economics etc. an(J enable him to sUp up fits income. Ihe

. . . .  . challenge to adult educators is how to reconcile this
The adults role in leisure-time activities has urge with the development of the other aspects of his 

become increasingly passive in this age of mass personaijty. The solution does not lie in lowering 
media. Superficially the filling up .of leisure by mass [he standards or jn drawing up a course which is a 
media entertainment calls for negligib e training. medley. Courses have to remain distinct.
Adult Education has therefore to enable him to play . . .
a more active role in the enjoyment of leisure. Without going into the methods by which the 
Songs, dances, dramatic performances—all these, different roles of adult personality can be harmon- 
like games and sports, are group activities in which ised into an integrated personality, I would like to 
the adult can express himself without being self- submit that perhaps what is more likeiy to promote 
conscious. Today some mass media like films tend integration is some sort ot a value system or even 
to deprive the adult of this opportunity for self- a philosophy. It is unfashionable to talk of values 
expression. He is being forced to become a mere these days. In the medieval times dedication to 
recipient and his responses are being stimulated and God and the search for spiritual enlightenment were 
regulated often without his being aware of it. Edu- regarded as the ultimate aim for an adult. 1 here 
cational use of mass-media is different from the are historical reasons for the priority to devotion 
production and availability of audio-visual educa- o 'er action during the middle ages. This attitude 
tional aids. Feature films, general radio and T.V. obliterated the more vigorous and robust philosophy 
programmes, paper-backs, gramophone records, of purushartha. Purushartha was a system' amalgamat-  ̂
music and dance concerts, the theatre, art exhibitions ing four ideals before an adult. Dharma or duty, 
etc., constitute an environment that can be an Artha or economic activity, Kama or Passion and 
aesthetic experience giving to the adult the oppor- Moksha or liberation. During the middle ages, the 
tunity for both social and private enjoyment. entire purushartha was focussed upon the dharma

The four roles of the adult, that is, as the wage/ twhjch could be identified with complete devotion 
earner, as a citizen, as a family man and as a man to the deity that one c . 
with some leisure have been discussed many a time _ , , ,  ¥ .
by adult educators. Role based, adult education Development of Integrated Adult Personality 
programmes are in progress such as those for far- Can we go back to the principle of purushartha
mers, workers, as family planning and nutrition as an animating principle for life long education?
programmes for parliamentarians and occasional Many of us would be inclined to give a trial to this 
programmes involving entertainment and fine arts, principle. But the four pillars as described in ancient 
Emphasis has during recent years been rightly plac- times, do not take into account the complexities of 
ed upon functional adult education adjusted to the modern social problems and the phenominal advance 
needs of people engaged in different occupations in of technology and science, leading to an unprece- 
every society. But role-based adult education tends to dented industrial environment. Some adjustment of 
promote specialised personalities with limited inter- the purushartha principles is therefore necessary, 
esi in oilier roles. About twenty years ago, social Recently, Acharya Vinoba Bhave adumberated for 
education emerged as a comprehensive concept. The education in general three basic elements of human
expectation was that it would give to the adult the personality with which education should concern
kind of cehesive training that would develop an itself. He called them yoga, udyoga and sahayoga■ 
integrated personality. However, social education Vindbha Bhave has used these terms in the context of

8



institutional education, paiticularly school education, expenses of appointing separate adult educators and 
But this would appear to be an excellent summing would make the village school as the natural centre, 
up of an integrated modern adult personality. Under To my kind, these are rather limited considerations 
yoga would come the kind of intellectual discipline for promoting contacts. Today such contacts have 
which promotes the assimilation of knowledge, and become necessary because an adult is required in a 
yet builds up the maturity and strength of medita- fast changing society to learn to adjust himself to the 
tion. Meditation of this kind is actually the process attitudes and ways of the life of the voung people 
of digesting the gains of knowledge and the impact He is to be better knowledgeable of the youtli 
of a learning environment and reconciling them to because whether in family or in economic activity 
the warring emotions to which every active adult and professions two senerations have to work 
person is subject. It is interesting to see that what- together. It is a platitude to talk of generation wip 
ever role based training an adult receives, it could these days. But in more practical terms the position 
be provided along with training in yoga. In some is that both the horizon of knowledge and behaviour 
advanced societies, big industrial concerns are pattern of youth have changed very" fast under the 
finding it to their advantage to give to their workers impact of media of mass communication and the 
brakes in which such training could be given. In growth of science and technology. Both these factors 
other words, it could well be a direct input for a were negligible in earlier times "when chances were 
training programme for economic development. One gradual and the two generations could adjust them- 
could say the same of other training programmes selves naturally and the older generations could 
which could benefit from the attitude the exercise guide the young. That is no longer true. It is 
and the philosophy of Yoga in a wider sense. therefore unfortunate that adults in various profes-
• Udyoga is something that does not need sions tend to become so ignorant of the young 
emphasis. It would cover the entire programme of generation. In families and in society in general, it 
occupational adult training that is today considered, leads to clashes and conflicts. In these circumstances, 
that most important. Sahayoga is really the fostering ^  adult education could make the adult learner 
of an environment of cooperation through group aware of the new youth attitudes and the reasons 
activities of a kind that would directly or indirectly for it, if the adult could get an opportunity to have
promote all the four roles of adult discussed exchanges of ideas with those who look after the
ear]ier. education of young people it would be to mutual

This new purshartha explained by Acharya advantage.
Vinoba Bhave could be the informing principle of all . Another need for such links is that a lult educa- 
adult education programmes because through it the *ion centres cannot have all the sources and the 
kind of inteerated development of human personality repository of new knowledge that universities can 
that is essential for life-long education could be command. These may be general universities or 
promoted. This, in my opinion, might be more professional universities. The new farmer, for 
practical than the kind of diluted social education example, is known to be very keen on having access
which we had attempted some years ago. The to a11 that Soes on 1,1 tlie laboratories of the agncul-
advantage is that this system can co-exist with the tural research institutes. The campus walls have 
four kinds of specialised training based upon roles, therefore to come down in this sense.
It does not seek to replace them; but only to supple- The coming down of the campus walls may also 
ment and strengthen them. have a healthy impact upon the young people

though this is something which has been questioned 
Contact Between Educational Institutions on the ground that the less palatable aspect of adult

Apart from the development of integrated adult hfe in'ght dominate the young learners, 
personality, another issue that arises from the For the more thoughtful adults universities and 
concept of life-long education applied to adult institution and centres of higher learning could have 
education is that of contact between adult education another use also. In Burma till recently it was 
and schools colleges, professional educational possible for a grihastha to retire to a monastery, 
centres and other kinds of institutional programmes, for a'short period. In the environment i> learning 
In the past such contacts were thought of only and pieces, an active adult could charge hi ; battery 
as a device for reducing expenditure on adult as it were. In a monastery ii was not so much 
literacy and similar programmes. It is true the access to new knowledge as the opportunity I'm 
that in England workers education emanated meditation that attracted adults. In modern um- 
ft.nrn o " taken bv universities in versifies summer courses for adults arc a device forfrom the keen m e es t ^ n  o access to modern knowledge and provide occasions
improving the labeHeefua evel made for analysing problems in an atmosphere undis-
took it up because the I»dustnaJ t0  educate turbed by the demands of dav to day work,
it incumbent upon th : owner of tndu W ^  ^  0pportunities for this kind of exposure have not
their workers who , machinery. In even been attempted in India on an experimental
competently to handle p c ^ thought basis yet. But experience in more advanced coun-
lndia, however, the  school teacher a, bee g brings the tonic effect of such exposure,
of as the adult educator because that would save
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Incidentally, it gives a new purpose to the staff of ruthlessly by commercial entertainment Here again
universities7and centres of higher learning. the individual becomes passive. As for libraries

t , ,  * • . ...uprphv this and museums, in advanced countries, millions visit
I would not go into the methods wher b> them. In those countries, some beginning has been

can be achieved. I am here dealing with an aspect made Qf developjng them as ]iveIy educational cen-
of the concept of a _ life-long education J tl trcs of ]ife through film shows, discussion groups
it is practicable and is an improvement upon the ^  Neverthelegs> by and large massive libraries
old idea of using institutions f°d!]?trgfear' ° on a and museums are a gallery that does not speak to
racy programmes It puts the adult learner on a visitors particularly in backward coun­
footing of equality with the campus staff and ^  ° They overwhelm but do not educate,
students. . , . . .

Another modern environment is the spiritual
Self-Study gathering somewhat different from the religious

- r  tL H S tg V S  »  tri; Kiss °L ts* Sf ff ,
given to the problem of follow-up, but resource-wise “ e a r ita g fo r  mosl people Man?

niy opinion the essence of rontinuity in life lone u(1|jke the saiDts 0f Nemisharanya of- ancient limes,

S  “  '5 J S .  J - , ,  scera “  bc
the process of learning himself, seeking information, keen on the learning process.
analysing problems and expressing himself? These then are the principal agencies that consti-

The problem is made complex by the fact that tute the modern environment of information, enter-
the modern environment is one in which the adult tainment and spiritual frenzy or calm. The out-
is being ceaselessly battered with flying bits of standing feature of this environment is superficial
motivated information, that is, information provided curiosity which js different fromjigyasa or quest for
by sources whose self-interest lies in pressing it on learning In life-long education the object is to
the adults. The environment is also one of exciting stimulate and sustain this quest for knowledge and
and satisfying superficial curiosity whether it be in techniques. Therefore, it is necessary to develop
the kind of films and stage performances that have new kinds of institutions in which that process of
recently become common or through glimpses into self-study and self-learning may be possible, and that
private life of others. The object is to titillate the would strengthen the individual adult against the
senses to exciting a superficial curiosity and to incessant assaults ol the agencies or (he numeious
keep up the chain interminably of one thrust after exploiting agencies. I am not using the word
another “exploiting” in the communist sense. As I have

. . . . . .  . „ .. stated above, most of the so called agencies of
This is the environment which is shaping the jearni and information today are controlled by

behaviour pattern of the modern individual. The nsSwho either wish t0  make profit out of them
famous Sociologist, Skinner, has fa a lecent book, • controi over the amounts of the people for
tried to establish the overwhelming impact of ktirJ ra
environment which sometimes reduce to nullity the t,lcir ow P P
will power and the value system of an individual. p romotion of Gr01ips of Adult Learners

Superficially, it would seem to be an atmos- , ,
phere of learning. Look at the amount of political Is it possible for the educator to s ep in as.
propaganda, the effort mdde by the political propa- impartial purveyor of knowledge: e(y o 1 u ,
pandi.st to collect, sift and make available various for reasons that are obvious. Therefore, a m  a -
ki ds of facts and information in mass circulated ism has to be placed at the disposal of the adults
newspapers and on the radio and T.V. system and which they can themselves control not as a massive
in the news magazines which are a strikingly body of people but as small groups. To my nil ,
modern phenomenon. Millions of people are served the concept of life-long education carries with it the
this dish every morning. What happens? Does it obligation to promote small groups of adult learners
activise (he reader? On the contrary, it has be- groups that will function by themselves and not
numbing effect upon the capacity to think indepen- require any outside trainer or guide, except initially,
dently, the capacity to make choices. that would be held together b r o o m ^ n m ^ J ^

, , T v  .. that would strengthen the will of the individual to
Entertainment and amusement on the T.V., the scek th[. h tbc acency of the group more infor-

hlm and in paper-. acks also seems to take a form more clarification and better opportunities
of manipulation. Our actions are manipulated, mauon, moi _
our unfulfilled wishes and desires are played upon (Continued on page 20)
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T o w a r d s  a  Participating Society
James A. Draper

Faith in a Principle what it means when it is applied to real-life situa-

THERE is no lack of statements and reports which t’°n.s inv°lving adults in a variety of educational 
expound on the importance of life-long educa- se nngs. ro r example, in the basic working paper 
tion and the educational components in areas ° r t t h i r d  World Conference reference is made to 

.of development. One can go back to The Second . ie reforms in education which are gaining 
Five Year Plan which states that “ Development is a greasing acceptance partly as a result of this 
means to an end, i.e.. man and his welfare. ” 1 The cn lca! analysis. The paper states, “ it is generally 
central objective of “ development,” as laid down by agreed that education must be: accessible to all, 
the Government, is to initiate changes in the acquired and not imposed, with the individual 
economic, political and social system of India, to P ay*n§ an active rather than a passive role; a 
raise the level of living of the people and open out permanent element in life and no longer a prepara- 
to the common man new opportunities for a fuller; °ry s age or adult life; an essential factor for the 
healthier, richer, better and a more varied life.2 iuman condition, at the level of both individuals

and communities.” These ideas speak of the demo- 
The seven-man International Commission on the cratization, continuity and functional qualities of 

Development of Education, set up last year by education. But what does this all mean? To what 
UNESCO, has recommended “ life-long education as extent have the words led to action or, to quote 
the master conception for educational policies in the Sarte, “The only way to determine the’valueofa 
years to come for both developed and developing feeling is to perform an act that confirms and defines 
countries.” “Education,” says the Report, “ must it.” 
be carried on at all ages of man, according to each
individual’s needs and convenience. He must there- Although the analysis and implementation of 
fore be oriented from the out-set and from phase to life-long education and other such terms is a 
phase, keeping the real purpose of ail education in continuing process, can we assume that the meanings 
mind: personal learning, self-teaching and self-train- of these concepts are really accepted in principle? 
ing. Education must cease being confined within
school-house walls. Ail kinds of existing institutions, Prerequisite to Training
whether designed for teaching or not and many When we talk of “democratizing education” and 

• forms of social and economic activity, must be used teaching attitudes about “ learning to learn”, what 
for educational purposes. are t{je implications in terms of our teaching

In 1965, The Education Commission appointed a methodologies, our administrative and educational 
Task Force on Adult Education to study the pro- structures, and our use of resources, to mention only 
blems of university extension work. A survey a few? What are the implications for the behaviour 
questionnaire was sent'to universities in India. The pattern of our educators and administrators? Is their 
resulting report indicated that “ Generally speaking exposition of the desirability of continuing to learn 
all the universities agree in principle that the univer- consistent with their own behaviour? It seems that 
sitv should serve the community including the adult an essential prerequisite to training, in the context of 
nonulation ” but some did express reservations of life-long education is the belief in the ability of people 
he university’s role in this function. to learn various things at different times throughout

, _ „ their life-span.
The theme of the Third International Conference

on Adult Education was “Adult .Education in the Risking the possibility of a lengthy debate on the 
context of Life-Long Education.” This topic follow- subject, can we attempt to make a distinction 
ed Quite naturally it seems from the deliberations of between “ learning” and “education” by thinking 
the Second World Conference held 'in Montreal, that “ learning” is a process whereby we absorb and 
Canada in 1960 One of the major contributions of integrate stimuli from our enviornment, the result of 
that Conference’was to give support and meaning to which is a change in one's behaviour. ‘ Education" 
the concern of life-long education. One significant on the other hand may be thought of as a deliberate 

H i  i ,  i f  ah'c was the momentum gained attempt to structure the environment in ordei to 
attribute of t h | 60s waŝ  meaning and achieve pre-determined learning goals. If the learn-

be8 said ing goals have ^  achieved, then by definition the 
implications of the term. ’ on|y the apparent result is also a change in behaviour. One difference
that the real advance w ... j ana]ysis of between the two concepts is the extent to which one
acceptance of the term but the consciously sets pre-determined goals. To push the

" point of the discussion further, it seems that a term
„ . cl .rr; mdo-Canadian which should precede “ continuous” or ‘TiFe-long 

Dr. Draper is Resident Duec oi, . education'’ is the term “ life-long lenrnim;", I earning
Institute, New Delhi. 11



and behaviour adaptation occurs throughout one’s means? How can government and non-government 
life At times this has characteristics of structure organizations become more fully involved m the 
to it and when this occurs we might refer to the whole learning process an “ individual and 
process as “ education” . The process of learning is “societal process, such that these institutions can 
common to both elements: Surely then the prime work more closely together and become more closely 
Durnose for training persons for work relating to related, through learning and education to the r 
S n u i n *  education is to develop within them the constituent communities? Are we innovative in our 
attitude skills and theoretical knowledge which will approach to bringing about individual and societal
make them more competent in “creating” environ- changes? Innovation implies a novel re-ordering make them more compe 6  resources with a coherent process which leads to an
ments within which learning will occur. indentifiably different result.1” A 90th Congress

Life-long learning, as with the term life-long Senate Report5 defined innovation as “The adoption 
education, is an attitude of mind; it is a fundamental 0f new or improved educational ideas, practices or 
philosophy which if understood and adhered to can techniques” . The decision as to whether an appli- 
manifest itself in a learning society. As will be cation embodies a new or improved approach must
realized life-long education is more than a pro- be based on the needs of the persons to be served,
gramme. The basic belief system adheres to the in this case, the term “ new” means “new” in the 
conviction in the ability of the learner to identify situation” not “first time ever”. This seems an
his own learning goals; to plan his own learning important distinction to make. For instance, in
activities; to evaluate his own learning. Even if the attempting to increase the interaction of our univer- 
learner is unable to work entirely alone in one or sities and their communities do we create new 
more of these activities, he certainly is capable of universities or open the doors to the public of the 
being involved, with others, in planning, implement- already existing institutions or both? Which is more 
ing and evaluating his own learning. Perhaps at innovative to the situation? The challenge seems to 
times we underestimate the learner’s ability to do be to search for alternatives and to increase the 
this. Depending on the ability of the individual, the clarity of what we want to achieve. How do we 
intentions of his learning, and the resources available increase citizen participation (an ideal of democracy) 
to him, on occasion he will pursue learning with and increase the responsibility, rationality and 
little or no outside assistance. On other occasions constructiveness of citizen action? 
he will seek and obtain assistance. The educator
concerned about and/or specialized in the field of The foregoing are factors relating to questions of 
“adult learning” will be concerned about both “ training” for they attempt to relate to the “Why?” 
learning situations. and to some extent the “What?” of training relating

. , . to life-long education practices. The challenge is
If  one of the prerequisites to action relative to nQw do we bring this about. Let us take,

life-long education is further understanding ot the foj. examp|e the possible role of the universities in
term, then it seems that we must examine the imph- Jj
cations in light of the changes (many of them will be * ’
drastic ones! in our organizational and administra- . , _  . . T , _
tive structures in order to allow and encourage those The University as Leader and a Trainer of Leaders
within and beyond the organizational structure to jQ facing the realities of the present and preparing 
continue to learn. There should be nothing elitist for tbe uncertainties of the future, what role does
in this either in the concept nor the availability ot the university have in these matters, vis-a-vis indivi-
opportunities to continue one’s education. Are our duaj and socjetai learning? The teaching, research
leaders, including those in the classrooms, exemplars ancj generally isolated nature of the universities is
of the concept: living models ol continuous learners. oenerally well known. In becoming part of the action
Is there a trend toward decentralization, to the relating to life-long education (an assumption which
extent that learners, at whatever age, will be involv- must be macje t0  contjnue the discussion), what can
ed in planning, implementing, and evaluating their the universities do best. It seems that the univer-
own learning, and working with others in helping sj can do many things. The first is to understand
them achieve theirs? Are some ol the attitudes the terms of reference and the implications of imple-
tow u ds work (ex. to manual work) and learning me-nting these terms. Next, it might carry out a
changing, for such attitudes can serve as obstacles systematjc “ introspective” piece of research whereby
to what we will learn or what we do. Ihus the -t jool,s a{ jts own res0urces and talents, relevant to
importance ol knowing the social values o rose jjfe.]ong education. A natural next step would
with whom one works in educational settings. seem t0  be to carry on an equally systematic “extra-

Many of our attempts in development program- spection” in which it works, with members of its
m xs including some relating to adult literacy constituent communities, to identify needs ana
programmes, have been more “ social service” than problems of its continuous society. Having gone
•educational” oriented. Can we strengthen the through these processes (for they will be continuing

educational and learning components in our deve- activities) then the university should be able to more
lopraent programmes? Do we understand what this realistically decide what needs to be done, wnar
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the university can do, and what the university wants their preparation at various levels; the functions of 
° °' scientific research and education of personnel in the

It is generally accepted that one of the roles of e n h l n d n / t ?  [fsp01\sibilit.ies
the universities (if not the most important one) is to s t e S  adf  l  a n d T,;a is in 8  ,the
train competent scientists, technologists, administra- eLce adonted p !  ° f Sradu,ate-  The conff,r'
tors, and others to extend and adapt technology, V  !  L  proposals concerning the
to the economic development of the country. Uni- I°r preparat,on of per'
versifies and other institutions of higher education sonne! for adult education. Among these were:
are greatly relied upon to develop persons with 1. Provision for appropriate material and staff- 
expertise to meet the technological challenge of con- ing conditions for the preparation of such
trolling and using what vve know, and trying to find personnel in institutions for higher educa-
answers to those questions which seem relevant to tion;
us (the research aspect). ~

Qualifying such personnel for self education;
Are there not equally competent skills required a n  • r j ,

in extending the learning components in develop- OrSan,zaboa of correspondence education
ment of individuals and society, making learning for spsciallsts of ad“lt education;
more efficient, more accessible, more relevant, and 4. Provision for practical preparation of such 
more closely related to the ideals expounded in the personnel;
Constitution? The concept of life-long education - ~  . , - . .
(or learning) must be consciously built in our learn- 5' i^evel°Pmenl: of scientific research in adult 
ing programmes. There is nothing automatic about education and setting up commissions in
the acquisition of positive attitudes towards learning scientific academies which would be held
a prerequisite to a “ learning society” . Similarly, responsible for such research;
favourable climates for education seldom just 6 . Consolidation of relations between scientific 
happen They too need to be planned for and the and educational work in adult education,
planner must be competent in achieving these ends.
Already many institutions of higher education are Up-till now, this paper has dealt with two major, 
engaged in continuing education activities, by which principles. One is that learning is a life-long and 
is meant that they are involved in extension or extra- continuous process. Second, many institutions (the 
mural or in-service learning/educational activities, university for example) have specific roles to per- 
Many of these, dedicated to “ liberal education” are form in helping to facilitate this process. A third 
now becoming increasingly concerned about “ liberal- principle which now seems necessary to consider is 
ization” of those beyond, as well as those within, one which accepts that specific skills and theoretical/ 
institutional confines. Already some of these insti- subject-matter knowledge is required by those pri- 
tutions, and those in government and non-govern- marily and most directly involved in planning and 
ment organizations are facing questions relating to implementing adult learning and educational goals, 
such topics as learning motivation, in-service train- In this context, the term “continuing education” 
ing programmes, educational programmes for the has a second meaning to that referred previously, 
public (including literacy programmes for adults), The term as used here implies that there is a specific 
educational activities relating closely with develop- body of knowledge, indisciplinary in nature, based 
mental and social issues. Are those responsible for on scientific enquiry, which deals with the learning 
implementing these and other educational pro- processes of adults. The term “andragogy” is now 
grammes, in need of special and particular compe- widely accepted as referring to the teaching of adults 
tencies? just as “ pedagogy” has been used to refer to the

c ■ ■ . practice of teaching children and youth. Both enter -
The concern for .increasing the competencies of prises, inter-related as they are, have a very specific 

educational leaders and the role that universities can body of knowledge of their own. It seems that in 
perform is being shared by many within India as this area of training to work in educational/learmng 
well as outside of the country Foi instance, less settings with adults universities, some at least have 
than a year ago a conference of representatives of a very specific and suitable role to perform espe- 
sociahst countries was held to deal with the problem daily when this is encompassed within degree or 
of preparation of personnel in the field of adult post-graduate programmes. Such programmes of 
e d u c a t i o n ^  to be interpreted as continuing study would have to be inter-related on the one 

f nd Cl!ura  ̂ work, (the conference was hand with conducting high quality research in this 
held fr°m 9 ,o 12 November 1971 in the University area of study. On the X S d ,  s X  d W p to l 
ot Dv,biecern m Hungary). Furthermore, the aim of would need to be of an applied nature relevant to 
the conference was to consider problems and con- adult learning and community-oriented. There is 
cepts regarding the preparation of peisonnel for ample evidence to disburse the belief still held by 
adult education. Among some of the major topic some, that to adapt teaching and research to rele- 
discussed at the conference were: The social need vant and field situations somehow lowers academic 
for specialists in adulr education and the process of respectability. This is not true. Many universities
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outside of India and some within India are now made between learning and teaching which are really 
deeply committed to the function of academically part of one and the same process, i.e. “When 
training to work with adults in learning and educa- learning ceases teaching ends.” It 'seems that to
tional activities. these ends our training programmes must continue

Can one hope that during the decade of the ’70’s t0 str*ve- 
the concept of life-long education will be more fairly
achieved and that the university, as with other References
institutions, will extend considerably our body of 1. India, Planning Commission, The S eco n d  F ive  Y ear
knowledge relating to the learning needs and practice P la n , 1956-61, New Delhi, 1956, pp. 21-22.
o f  o u r ad u lt (indeed all m em bers) o f  o u r population? 2. In d ia  1 9 6 9  compiled by the Research and Reference
And can we, as educational leaders, work harmoni- Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Govern-
ously with others, abiding by our principles and ment of India, Publications Division, New Delhi, 1969,
ideals to the extent that we prove our worth of being p- 206-
called “leaders.” 3. Quoted from the “ Indian Express,” Sept. 26,1972.

“O f a good leader 4. “ What is Innovation, Really?,” by Leon Botstein, in
When his task is finished C hange (the magazine of higher learning). April, 1972,
His goal achieved p- 14-
They will say 5. The Senate Committee on Labour and Public
We did this ourselves'’ 8 Welfare, 90th Congress, 1st Session, Senate Report No. 726,

pp. 28-29, from E d u ca tio n  T ech n o lo g y  J o u rn a l, Feb., 1969. 
Surely the dignity of individuals will be ereatlv ,  ' , , , .i_1. i a  c  i ■ ... ,? ■ 6. Attributed to the Chinese Philosopher, Lao-tse, as

enhanced it ou r know ledge o f  w ork ing  With them  IS quoted in N ew  W a y s  to  B e t te r  M e e tin g s  by Bert and Frances 
expanded and  applied . A lso, th a t less d istinction  is Strauss, Viking Press, 1951.

jjj REMOVE UNTOUCHABILITY WITH “MEGH” jjj

jjj “MEGH” marked Quality Slated Black Boards which help a great deal k
S in spreading literacy among the illiterate masses can very well remove uniouchabi- w
* lity among them in as much as the spread of literacy results in the SP E E D Y

removal of untouchability among the untouchables! jjj

Our Slated Roll-up Black Boards are blessed, recommended and patro- fl 
jjj] ^ ! nised by eminent educationists at home and abroad. ^

I . . — . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  !
H Please ask NOW o f :— ^

|  f § | | |  M/s. MEGH SLATE FACTORY PRIVATE Ltd. 1
P.B. No. 24. jj

BAR AM ATI. (Poona)
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by apathy. Adult education life, reflecting the aspirations and
bears a major responsibility for needs of the people,
overcoming this apathy. . , lxAdult education for demo-

cracy would be a sound invest- 
ment for development and could 

Adult education for demo- a ŝo help to soften the stresses
cracy must aim at securing the and strains of the revolution of
fullest participation of the com- rising expectations by injecting
munity and all its sections. Such realism into our democratic
participation means that all those politics and by showing the way

A J  li. U J  . • who are eligible must be on for organised effort towardsAdult Education the electoral rolls, that all those moraI and material social pro-
who are on the electoral rolls §ress-
must as far as possible exercise Tl. f a n af their franchise, and those who f„r Tj 6 ta“k of ad a t educat.>on

t O r  exercise their franchise should do hnrnin«^»Yh^y tT.&nsm}t a
so after a full understanding and a” ” 8  f th 1D basi<| values 

rv  evaluation of the issues and m^ raCy ^ t0  mcuIcate an
U e m o c r a c y  individuals involved. Adult edu- reauTremenf, t 0  the

abuse of the electoral process. $ £  S ™ , ? '
Adult education for demo- should develop capacity and skill

cracy cannot, however, confine to collect, interpret and evaluate
itself merely to the education of information at different levels,

c r  nniiG the voter to enable him to exer-
a cise his franchise; it should also IV

extend to the task of creating Democracy is a way of life
in him a sustained interest in which seeks to ensure equality of
public affairs at all levels. The opportunity and dicnity of the
existence of such interest on the individual leading to the greatest
part of voters and the existence good of the greatest number

DEMOCRACY is bv definition nf«-an f Ct-ve public °pinion 0n D,emocradc process requires that* A r nnitmn different issues would improve all those who narticinate in if
a government of the people, the quality of the accountability should be willing Pto follow the
by the people and for the of elected representatives to the rules of the fame to isTen to

people. This means that the peoole ' ‘ f dnie> 10 ltst.en to
people must contribute through fair im n L ?  V1̂ u ’ t 0  ^Ive a
the electoral process and by in- to raise issue? t̂hr ^e, oppon®nt’
telligent articulate opinion to the , A ,  ' ™lISh constitu-
task of exercising political Adult education should con- ; H t r °, s’ l? acceP( the
options. However, the function- tribute to mass participation and , e majority even if
ing of the democratic govern- involvement in developmental rSe*n ° , ave a healthy
ment can neither be confined to tasks. It is true that democracy ' . w  created by
an articulate elite or an organis- may at times incite divisive feel-  ̂ . 1 , mstitutions and to
ed group of politically, socially mgs and fissiparous tendencies, , o tne rule ot law. Jhese 
and financially influential indivi- but in the long run it could build ' ames ot democracy pre-suppose
duals. Democracy, to be sue- an enduring foundation for m i- e .elecl|ve and
cessful, must ensure participation national development, socio-eco- thp ® 1 utl0ns and in
of every citizen in the function- nomic reconstruction and emo- cniraimn , , onsen* and con­
ing of the government and the tl0nal integration. There is no t pf ?overn-
society. Democracy is enhanced inherent incompatibility between individual and thp n 2 ‘u pl the
by participation and thwarted democracy and economic deve- he r l  of law h CW° rf  ° f

lopment, and a properly organis- ot law, the independence
. ed system of democracy could °j the judiciary and the neutrality

contribute positively to accelerate °h ..,l® ecllJa,,ity before
The author is Chairman, Asian- economic growth and social  ̂ Wtl! as equal protcc-

South Pacific Bureau of Adult Educa- change. Adult education for lon 0  a ' ,s’
tion and Hony. General Secretary, democracy can raise the common It is in the attitudes and
Indian Adult Ihlucaiion Association, denominator. It will also en- minds of men that social revolti-
New lii iiu. t ie'i* social, cultural and political tion lias to be brought about and
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that adult education for demo- and other specialised groups con- shoulder the responsibility of
cracy should become an harbinger cerned with the education of politi.al and social development,
of a new order where everybody adult men or women. The This would broaden the base of
is ensured equality of opportu- Council itself consists of repre- democracy and shift the centre of
nity, basic minimum necessities sentatives of trade unions, youth political power from the handful
and social justice. Adult educa- organisations, women organisa- of professional politicians, busi-
tion must ensure educational tions and others connected with nessmen and bureaucrats to the
style of living democratically. education of adults in its various common man in whose name and
Adult education for democracy, aspects. It is our hope that this j'or whose benefit our government
citizenship arid social responsibi- Council will soon be enabled to seeks to govern,
lity should keep pace with adult perform its task and launch a
education for transfer of techno- massive nation-wide movement VII
logy and vocational skills to the for education of the Indian
fields and factories. masses for democracy, for growth The programme of adult

and for social change. education for democracy should
V " b e  undertaken by voluntary

Ad„h education lor dc.nc V! g S S k  t l V o p k  T  bring
cracy is a specialised education, The Council intends to under- about nlcessary changes in lives

M .  r w i p i  -  - — p— -  w„ s n s
comprehension of the idea of (a) organisation of corrcs- to adjust policies to local condi-
society, political organisation, pondence course for tjons and to effect rapid changes
institutional concepts such as various groups of citizens jn their work so as to meet
Parliament State Assembly interested in education the demands of local situations.
Panchayat Raj institutions and lor democracy; Moreover, voluntary agencies
an understanding of how demo- c ■ „ ., . y.- b F
cratic process is supposed to (b) organisation of study °eing the projection of
serve the common man and the camps or extension can d £
commonweal. The curriculum of lectures on democracy, f  , can evo‘\  a syAathdic
adult education for democracy civic rights and reponsi- the peopIe' A 110'
should include a historical narra- bilities and democratic because voluntary agencies have
tion of the main events in India’s institutions like Parlia- ^ , y Z  A™ n" i
freedom movement and the ment, Assembly, munici- people place on them, they reflect
advent of modern parliamentary palities, corporations, e popular sentiment and adjust
democracy in India, the essentials panchayat raj institutions, themselves to popular needs,
of the Indian Constitution etc.; Adult education to be suc-
including the machinery of politi- , cessful should be based on ex-
cal organisation, the electoral material simnle in inn pin perimentation and collaboration,
system, duties and obligations of ape but mature in thought New methods of work and new
citizenship, the rights of the conten and 8  techniques are needed to be dis-
mdividual and the judicial ’ u covered. These can.be done
system. Such a programme must (d) organisation of short- only by a voluntary agency, for
seek to inculcate a fundamental term courses for different it is untempered by the require-
faith in the values of democracy, interest groups with a ments of red-tape, has greater
tolerance and freedom, this view to prepare a special- desire and appropriate perspective
programme should involve every ised cadre for undertak- to experiment,
s.ngle individual who is oble to ing education for demo-
contribute towards the broad cracy. To my mind, adult education,
objective of adult education for , by its very nature must be
democracy and a national plan *n addition to the above- informal. It receives .its susfen-
such as this must necessarily mentioned programmes of the ance and develops only if it Is
acquire the character of a revolu- Council, the Indian Adult organised informally and on a
tionary movement. Education Association has drawn voluntary basis. The Committee

T. * , , r , up a programme to hold camps on Plan Projects, Planning Com-
a ' -C J  t Adult Education in different parts of the country mission, has said, “ the best
Association has set up a Council to clarify political issues and to agency for carrying on social

^oArh'iirnvm i .Demfoc' ac-V organise discussion groups on educationisobviouslytheorgani-
undei the chaiimaii .nip of Shr, matters of current interest. The sation of the people.” The
Jayaprak^h Na «yan to initiate purposes to educate the com- Government should assist finan*
this movemcti! vuth t!ie help o mon men and women to under- dally voluntary agencies to
groups like trade unions, hu mors stand the issues facin" the vommaiy a0 en.
groups, workers organisations, country and to prepare them to (Continued on page 20)
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JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
Indira Gandhi

T T  IS difficult for any daughter to speak about her country. I am naturally glad that a Centre is being 
-L father. Specially so when the relationship was built here in his name, but I do not think it is really 

not merely of father and daughter but one of necessary. I think the whole of India is his memo- 
comradeship, ever since my early childhood. Each rial. The direction that India is taking is his
one of us is many people, but somehow, in the memorial. The shine in the eyes of children as one
process of growing, most people suppress parts of travels around the country is his memorial, 
their personalities and stress only one or two parts. T . . .
The difference between my father and most other . I remember having travelled with him, not mere- 
people I think was that he allowed all his personali- \  f t ter I“dePe° d,enceT’ ,but euver smce 1 * as * smaII 
ties full play and he was simultaneously interested in cbl d m tbe S- * f t ve been seeinS the ,aces o; 
every aspect of life the people. Today we have poverty, of course, but

I think the picture of poverty today is vastly differ - 
He was a real teacher. Most of what I know ent from what it was in th e ’twenties or th e ’thirties, 

came from him. But the people of India, those of or I would say, even what it was in the ’fifties. There 
you who ever heard him speak, must have noticed are very few pockets in the country where one will 
that his speeches were not to make points, they were see anybody with the old dull expression. There
not rhetoric and fine words, but were an effort to is an aliveness in our people and it is this which is
teach the people, to teach whichever audience he was the real strength of the country, 
addressing, something which would last with them „  - „  , , ' . , , ..
and which would make a difference to them for the ,  , m Bombay you have many tall and beauti-
rest of their lives. Even when he spoke in tribal Ttf is an advanced f t f t f t f t f t 1 C1f t
areas and to rural people, he spoke about the dis- ®ut 1 thmk a 1 of aPPreciate thatfiInd,a stl1
coveries of science, about the trends of history, ftes in its villages. In the villages you will find a great
about the forces that were at work in our world. ' feebng for ‘f t  cof t  f t  a des,re, tof t aintam ourf t de-pendence, not only the physical independence of hav-

Many people thought that the speeches were too ing our own Government and not having a foreign
long and, because to them the subjects were familiar, power, but independence in the real sense of free-
they thought they were boring. But those of us dom to make our own policies regardless of any
who visited some of those villages later found the pressure, the freedom to act in the way that we
impact that they had made. I think that this was one think is right regardless of the interest and the opi-
of the reasons why in the most backward areas of nions of others howsoever powerful. I think that
India there is today an acceptance of new ideas and every Indian has that feeling and it is that which
new methods. There is an interest in what is hap- comes to the fore, whenever there is aggression from
pening in the world. I doubt if there is any country abroad, whenever there is some internal trouble
where in remote places people are interested in what like a drought or an earthquake or other such
is happening in far-off countries, but in India you natural calamity.
will find this interest and even to some extent a This is the true spirit of India. I think that my 
comprehension of many of these things. father did a great deal to instil this spirit in the

While he was a teacher, he was also a student. He people during his numerous and long travels to every 
believed that one never ends learning and the day one part of the country. Yet he was not bound to India 
thinks one knows everything there is to know, that alone, because he always saw India and her prob- 
day one doses one’s mind, that day one is not really lems and her future in the context of what was 
alive. So he was a student, constantly learning, happening in the rest of the world. He knew that 
constantly absorbing new knowledge and factors, not our progress, our peace, our prosperity were depen- 
merely from those whom one would have thought dent on what happened elsewhere. And that is why 
more learned—because amongst his friends he he followed a policy of peace. I think ihat it is 
counted some of the topmost scientists, writers and something which is appreciated today by all Indians, 
artists of the world but he learnt even from the j  jjave seen the various programmes which this 
tribal areas, even from our villagers. Centre wishes to take up. They seem to me, if I may

To him India’s unity was a very real fact. He say so, rather ambitious. Not that I am against 
felt deeply that every individual in India has some- ambition. I think when one is doing something for 
thins to learn and a great deal to contribute to the the country one has to think big in order to do big.

But so, it is more important to be eftective in what
.......  ............ ....................———-———------ one undertakes than merely to have a big desire. I

.. trust that in drawing up your work you will under 
Speech made by the Prime Minister, Stamau maira take what can really be implemented and take up

Gandhi, while laying the foundation stone °f those activities which will reach out to the people
at Work, Bombay, on November 2, 1972.
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who most need help. I do not say that is only the Let us combine the vision and the dreaming with 
poor who need help. I think it would be a pity if solid action. We all know how sorely it is needed
the work of the Centre were to be confined to them, everywhere, and even here in this premier city of
We need excellence, but we also need quantity. So India.
we have to find a balance. We should try to spread T . x1 . , c , .
excellence to the largest number, and it should be J sh° uld llke tothankyouvcrym uchfor asking
brought within the reach of all our people ultimate- l° be assoc.ated with this function and all of you
ly. The nature of Jawaharlal Nehru’s multi-faceted who have come here My good wishes and my
personality was such that there is almost no limit thanks t0  a]l those who have helped and I hope that
to what work can be undertaken in his name. many more will help. I am afraid I am a very bad

collector. There are many in Bombay who can give
Sometimes people have used the word ‘dreamer’ money, but there are even more who can give time 

for him, as if it were a word of abuse. But we all and energy and talent, and I am going to ask you 
know that nothing, not even the smallest thing in for them. I hope that the Nehru Centre will be 
the world, has happened without somebody dream- efficient and effective in mobilising the talent of the 
ing about it first, whether it was the discovery of people of Bombay, so that its work is not confined 
fire which started the whole process of civilisation, to one point but spreads throughout the city, 
or any of the other discoveries and inventions. It is 
only through dreams, through vision, that any action 
can take place. There can be no action if one does 
not know what one wants to do. So he was a 
dreamer, and I am personally proud that he was a 
dreamer. But he did not stop with dreaming. The 
moment he had a dream he started to see how that 
dream could be made a reality. Had that not been 
so, we would not have had today the progress we 
see; we would not have had the sound foundations
for our economy which we have, we would have not S e e k l l l i a  a u r  S c c l d i a i i a
had the strength that our people, our industry, our 
armed forces have, which enabled us to meet the
tremendous challenge of last years. Hindi Translation of the famous book

In life there is a place for dreams, there is a ‘How Adults Learn’ by Dr. J.R. Kidd 
place for action, there is a place for teaching and a , “ ,
place for learning. And if we can combine all these, ........“ C nrst basic and comprehensive
then we shall be able to give a new light and a new textbook in the field of adult learning 
direction to our society. Much has been achieved __ o . . .
in India, but we know very much more still has to and programming available in Hindi
be done. We cannot do it by looking towards the <; d h f p rnmi< * .A Four
past. Every person is a different identity with a language . Seeds oj 1 romtse A fo u r
different task, a different outlook. We do not want Year Report o f University Adult Education
this country to be a nation of blind followers of
anybody, no matter how great. Every great man has in Rajasthan.
deplored blind acceptance of what he said. Every
great man has said, “ Think for yourselves, test each Price Rs. 7.50
belief, test each saying before you decide whether it
is right for you and for the people.” I hope that
the Nehru Centre will not blindly say “This is what Can be had from :
Nehru was,” because I do not think that anybody , .
can cage him in any description, howsoever wide that Indian Adult Education Association,
description may be. He was far too big a personal- 1 7 1 1  Inflranr-istlisi M aro
ity. So I hope this Centre will concentrate on 1  / "U’ 1 Iw raPra s*na JViarg,
creating new leadership, helping each personality to New Delhi-lo
develop and blossom in its own way. In that
manner we shall be able to have more intelligent
and effective involvement of the people in the affairs
of the nation and a more efficient functioning in
what we do. _________________________________________ __
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' ■■y author, that one seeks for innovation in introduc­
ing relevant literacy programmes for the farmer, 
linking this to mass media and utilizing all avail- 

Adult Education for Farmers in a able physical and human resources. Regarding the
. . .  usage of resources, for instance, the author exa-

Developmg bociety mines the role of voluntary organizations as well as
the role of the universities in accomplishing the 

By J.C . Mathur, New Delhi, Indian Adult goals of literacy and economic development. 
Education Association, 1972, 233 pages (with Numerous other innovative and exciting ideas are
L. , , 7 r 7- .  t t, - fully discussed in the book, not the least of which

photographs, reference Its and maps). Price: ;t isythe concept of a world university for farmers.
Paperback Rs. IZ.QO (Abroad §>d.00); Hard Throughout the book Mr. Mathur continues to 
bound Rs. 20 .00  ( Abroad § 7 .0 0 ) . emphasize such ideas as work-centred education,

the significance of the small learning group in bring­
ing about desired learning goals and encouraging 

The author, Shri J.C. Mathur, needs no introduc- a more wider view of the “educator” . In linking 
tion as a long-time leader in the adult education education and development a variety of persons 
movement in India and abroad. He is Vice-Presi- have an educational role to play, not the least of 
dent of the Indian Adult Education Association which is the planner and administrator of such 
and for over ten years has been a member of programmes.
Unesco’s International Committee for Out-of-School
Education. His close association with the Minis- The newness of many of the ideas expressed in 
tries of Education as well as Agriculture, with All the book, its discussions of vital issues, and the 
India Radio and with FAO, to mention only a few, ease with which it can be read make this book a 
give him a unique background in dealing with the highly relevant one for a wide range of readers, both 
theme of this book. within India and abroad. This book deserves to be

given serious attention, particularly by such persons 
Basically, this book discusses a vital and fre- as policy-makers, planners, extension personnel, and 

quently neglected topic, that is, the educational of course all “ educators” .
component in development. Regarding the recent —James A. Draper
agricultural breakthrough, the author states that
there are two choices open for such persons as edu- — -  — ....................— -   ——  -----■—
cational policy-makers, organizers and teachers.
The one is “ to treat the new growth in agriculture Still Available 
only as a technological process leaving it to scien­
tists and agricultural experts to give guidance to M a i l l i a l
farmers as best as they can, depending mainly upon
the farmers’ own motivation to sustain the dis- f o r
semination of information and skills. The other is
to seize upon this situation as a wonderful oppor- A d l l l t  L i t e r a c y  T c a c h d ’
tunity for launching an adult education programme J
that will bridge the gulf between education and »y N.K. Oupta
economic development, and that will spread the r s„ jq qq? Abroad $ 2.75

(»*■ 5 0° IAEA — i - )
ourers” . The emphasis in this book is with the Available from
second alternative. Primarily the content and ideas - -
expressed in the book is based on the author’s own Ind ian  A dult E d u ca tio n  A ssociation , 
observations, his experience of planning and organi- J 7 _n In d ra n n is th a  M a r s ,  
zation and discussions with officials, farmers and 
non-official workers. N ew  D eH n-t.
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THE CONCEPT OF LIFE-LONG . . . The great peril of democracy is that the expres-

( f  P S  ) such an extent that the individual may function only
for exnressinfr himself The oolitical structure does Passive]y- Strangely, this is also a danger in edu- 

P b „ ‘ Pf ,<• vinri in cation. The educator also often tends to make ofnot visualise small groups of this kind whether in , , nassive recinient onlv But expressiondemocracy or in dictatorship. It is true that in p e  learner a passive recipient only. But expression
, .  ,, T ,T, is as much a learning device as reading and listen-

communist .dictatorship the « a small ing_ As Churchil once said “ the mind should be
group o is m u o y p Y . like a weapon to deliver the ammunition and not aevery party cell at the factory or farm level is domi- ..
nated and controlled by a trained party man. storaSe for the ammunition.

An educational group is different. It may not be Today numerous political and commercial inter- 
a class room. It will be a club. Yet, it will not be ests jjave begun to beseige the adult with material
tennis tournaments. There may be clubs of like- for reading, for listening and for viewing. But so 
minded professional people concerned with their l°nS as the individual is not able to make his own 
improvement. Other clubs may be for cultural choices and to express his views in his own small 
matters, yet others for nutrition, health, political groups, his personality will cease to develop and hi s
matters etc. The country should be dotted over education would be incomplete. Life-long education 
with groups of this kind. These could be the firm . , . , ... ~ . . ,
and widespread foundation of a democratic system 18 not a crutch readl)y offered interested parties 
in which the will of the people could be expressed for their own advantage. It is a light kept alive by 
thoughtfully and with deliberation. the learner’s own fuel.

ADULT ED U C A T IO N . . .  dom of thought and action. He emphasise that at the present
(Continued from page 16) will prepare human mind to ab- moment, education for demo-

° '  sorb technological changes neces- cracy must be the main compo-
undertake programmes ofadi.lt sap' f?r sucb. a s<?cietU ,Ther nent of adultT education pro-
education ro e °f moulding the minds or grammes in India. The large-

mankind is exacting but never- scale re-structuring of our society
Vjjj theless thrilling. Those of us that we are planning, the

who are working in the field of emphasis that we are placing on
It may not be out of place to adult education should consider growth with social justice envis-

mention about the role of adult ourselves fortunate that we are age that the common man is
educator. In my view, an adult participating in this exciting placed in the centre of our plan-
educator must assist in the estab- adventure of widening the ning. This pre-supposes educa-
lishment of a pattern of social intellectual horizons and broaden- tion of the people in decision-
behaviour and practices of cer- ing moral aspiration of the maki t u ]evds. Hence this
tain social values which will common people. , .
enable people to progress and P ea education tor demo-
establish a society based • on IX cracy, which must form the core
equality of opportunity and free- Tn conclusion, I would like to of our Fifth Plan.
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List of English Publications of the Association
Inland Foreign
Price Price
Rs. P (U.S. Dollars)

1. Liquidation of Illiteracy 2.00 1.00
2. Community Centres 2.50 1.00
3. Training of Social Education Workers 3.50 1.75
4. Literature for Neo-literates 3.50 1.75
5. Recreational and Cultural Activities in Social Education 3.50 1.75
6. Libraries in Social Education 3.50 1.75
7. Social Education in Rural Reconstruction 1.00 0.50
8. Workers’Education 2.50 1.00
9. Social Education in Urban Areas 1.50 0.75

10. Organisation and Administration of Social Education 1.50 0.75
11. Community Organisation in Social Education 2.00 1.00
12. Social Education and Democratic Decentralization 3.00 1.50
13. Social Education and the Youth 2.50 1.00
14. Adult Education and Economic Development 2.50 1.00
15. Development Work Among Rural Women 1.00 0.50
16. Methods and Techniques of Workers’ Education 3.00 1.50
17. International Conference on Adult Education 3.00 '.50
18. Trade Unions and Workers’ Education 1.00 0.50
19. Place of Recreation in Social Education—S.C. Dutta 1.50 0.75
20. Human Values in Adult Education 1.00 0.50
21. Social Education in 2nd Five Year Plan 0.75 0.50
22. Adult Education in Community Development 1.50 0.75
23. Social Education in Changing Society 1.25 0.60
24. Social Education in Delhi—S.C. Dutta & Helen Kempfer 6.00 2.25
25. Reading Material for Neo-Literates in India—Mushtaq Ahmed 2.50 1.00
26. History oi Adult Education in India During British Period—Sohan Singh 3.50 1.75
27. The Highways and Byways of Adult Education in Russia—Sohan Singh 1.50 0.75
28. Social Education—Ten years in Retrospect—S.C. Dutta 0.50 0.25
29. Development Work Among Rural Women—A Guide Book—

Dr. (Mrs) Krishnabai Nimbkar 1.25 0.60
30. Adult Education in Rural Areas—Abstract 0.35 0.10
31. Community Action—Abstract 0.35 0.10
32. Training in Adult Education—Abstract 0.35 0.10
33. Community Organisation in Adult Education 1.00 0.50
34. On to Eternity Vol. I—S.C. Dutta 5.00 2.00
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More Funds for Continuing Education 
in Fifth Plan Urged

THE three-day National Seminar on Corres- correspondence courses, seem to attach due impor- 
pondence Education which ended in Mysore tance to the institutional provision for such centres, 
recently has urged for more funds for continuing The Seminar recommended that a wide net work of 

education including correspondence courses in the such centres be located in existing educational 
Fifth Five Year Plan. institutions.

The Seminar envisaged the possibility that corres- The Seminar jointly organised by the Indian
pondence education could become an effective University Association for Continuing Education
aaent of change. It hoped that the material institute and the University of Mysore stated that corres-
for research and coordination in correspondence pondence programmes have made insufficient use so
education to be established by the University Grants far of the radio, which could be a potent means of
Commission would be of great assistance for such a relaying course programmes. A closer liaison that
change. exists at present between the University Corres-

, . , . pondence Education agencies and All India RadioThe Seminar felt greatly concerned by the F °
. , , c stations should be developed. Quality programmesabsence of study centres with adequate provision of '

. • i f , .  broadcast through the radio may be one way 01text-books and other necessary material for students . . .  ... , j
, . a developmu non-lormal ways ot education,

taking up correspondence education. Neitner me
community nor the educational institutions already Delegates from eleven universities involved in
functioning even in the universities running correspondence Courses participated in the Seminar.



This W orkshop  was the th ird  in  the series on 
i  n  Lt-  a  ‘Selected P roblem s o f  Social D evelopm ent.’ The

U n iv e r s i ty  a n d  P u b l ic  S e r v ic e  first two were ‘E ducation  and M anpow er D evelop-
T o  create a m ore con tinuous channel o r fram e- m ent jn A sia’ an d  ‘M anpow er D evelopm ent and

w ork  fo r its public  service function , Syracuse s E conom ic G ro w th /
University College in United States has developed Forty-two Experts of Governments, the Social 
two interested on-going projects. One the Thurs- Sciences< Labour Management and International 
day Morning Roundtable, is a weekly meeting in . . ’ f tweive Asian countries participated in
the Syracuse area who represent or exercise some |  Workshop.
M e / p S a S 5 ° S ! b£ 'e s  » 1  p 'K m T c rf th e  Sh,i Maitra was Chairman of the workingjroup

members S J M f A  S S  Labour RCarions."
represent a broad cross section of the governmental, --------
business, educational an d  civic associa tion  leadership
in the Syracuse area . Subscription

S A f i S ? '  < 5 3 ? ? 3 S  ^ d i a n  J o u r n a l o f  A d u l t  E d u c a tio n
in the Syracuse area make an intensive examination we advise our readers, other than those who 
of one' particular community problem. Popular are members 0f the Association, to renew/send in 
topics have included various aspects of metropoli- thejr subscription for the monthly Journal for
tanization in the Syracuse area, problems of health Volume 34 which will start from January, 1973.
care, law enforcement, transportation, public edu- This wj]j ensure regular and timely supply of the 
cation, public finance and housing. journal to them.

These programmes offer University College a The annual subscription is only Rs. 8.00 (within 
continuing basis for applying the resources of higher jncjia) or U.S. §3.50 (overseas). Subscription for 
education to the improvement of community life. one or more years may be paid either in cash or

Further information on these projects can be through money order or crossed cheque, postal
had from Mr. L.L. Smith, Assistant Dean for Com- order in favour of ‘Indian Adult Education
munity and Mid-Career Programmes, University Association’. ..
College, 110 Roney Lane, Syracuse, New York, 11,0110
13210. . --------

Back Issues Available
African Adult Education Conference Bound Volumes of the Indian Journal o f Adult

The African Adult Education Association will Education from 1964 onwards are available f 'om 
hold its 4th General Conference in Addis Ababa, the Business Manager, Indian Adult Education
Ethopia from September 3-15, 1973. The theme of Association.
the Conference is “Adult Education and the Deve- --------
lopment of Skilled Manpower and Problems of „ , _ „ T
Women Education in the 1970’s.” E d u c a tio n a l G u id a n c e  C o n fer  en ce

Information from: Prof. E. Akanda Tugbiyele, ^ e 11
Centre for Continuing Education, University of ah India Educational and Vocational
Lagos, Lagos, Nigeria. Guidance Association is organising its twelfth

--------  Annual Conference in Delhi from January 27 to 30,
1973. The theme of the Conference is “ Guidance m 

Adult Education Compulsory in Teacher the Fifth Five Year Plan.”
Training in Tanzania Information from: Dr. Atrnaoand Sharma (Con-

News from Tanzania is that study in Adult ference Secretary), Reader, Department of Psycho-
Education will be one of the compulsory subject logical Foundation, NCERT, Sn Aurobindo a t ,
that all prospective teachers will have to take. New Delhi.
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N.K. Pant
School o f Correspondence Courses and Continuing Education, University o f Delhi

What is Continuing Education changes that if adults have to live peacefully and
T rT„ _ . . „ ,  . __ - , , purposefully, they have to strive continuously forHE Continuing Education programme include n£w know!eyd yJn this respect> the need for conti-

all those activities of a university or educational nujng educatfon rests not 0£]y upon economic but
institution, which are d^signt on social factors. In a country, which struggles

educational needs of the wider community in hard t0 operate as a democracy, it is essential that
modern society besides the forma teaching pro- tfae citizei‘s should know eno{lgh about the nature
grammes of an educational mstitu ion The idea 0f scientific discoveries and technological develop-
that learning is not to be confined to childhood and meats tQ bs capable of makjng informed and criti.
adolescence, but ought ^o , cal judgments about their social consequences. The
through adult life, is not a ne . - g success of democracy rests on a body of intelligent
education was emphasised by Indian and Greek pub]ic opinion> which can only be cre' ted gradually
thinkers and philosophers, a ug ic i am s r by a long thorough universal process of education
was on self-study and self improvement. In the c£ntinue% int0 and throughout the life of the adult, 
modern concept of continuing education, the empha­
sis is on its social need and social purpose. (c) Higher expectation o f life and more leisure:

A longer expectation of life and more leisure avail-
Why Continuing Education able t0 an increasingly large number of people these

days is yet another compelling factor for lue-long 
(a) Explosion o f knowledge: During the last education. The abundance of leisure in their jobs

three decades, there has been “ the explosion of and emptiness of retirement provide an excellent 
knowledge.” The growtli of modern science and field for continuing education programmes. The 
technology has contributed to the development of retired person today seeks work and more oppor- 
more research and new knowledge. Men and trinities to learn to keep himself going on well, 
women, whose work is based on science or techno- ~ .. . , . . , ,
logy must go on learning continuously if they are _  (d) Correcting imbalance in educational system: 
to remain effective and efficient in their professions. Ehe en.tire system °/ education, Particularly higher 
If the engineers or the industrial chemists went education, m India is in turmoil. It has been caught 
throueh their professional activities with no more 10 ,a V1?10US .circ ê’ Every year, the educational 
than the knowledge, which they had acquired at authorities bring peace by getting the doors of 
school and university, the economic consequences universities and colleges thrown open to hordes ot 
to nation would be disastrous. Would any one like students. Most of them join colleges not so much 
to put oneself into the hands of a middle aged to learn and study, but this is to give them some 
doctor, who had learned nothing, except by trial preoccupation in the name ot education, as they 
and error, since he left medical school. Computers, canaot get jobs. The number of students svvells 
new machines, automation, mean that large num- until a college becomes an educational slum. The 
ber of men and women in factories and offices must standard of education is rapidly falling almost um- 
constantly be learning new skills. In these fields, versally and the society is helpless to do anything 
the economic price of ignorance is too high. The a®amst tbl* corros>pn of education in toe country, 
ever-increasine flood of new knowledge brings new The result is total chaos with virtual mob rule pre­
concepts and new terminology into use in our daily ya‘llQg *n l£»'ge number of universities and colleges 
life An obvious result of the ‘explosion of know- Indeed there is condemnation of educational system 
ledge is that whatever one learns at school or by all quarters and there is vigorous demand for 
college, soon gets out of date. The terminal concept bringing about radical changes, 
of education seems not only inadequate, but Recently, a National Educational Conference 
becomes meaningless in the present circumstances. was held at Sevagram which has rightly suggested

(b) Rapid Social and Political changes: In that education at all levels should be imparted
modern times, social values, political ideas and through socially useful and productive activities 
economic structure are undergoing such rapid linked with economic growth and development in

both rural and urban areas. Our educational policy
------— _— .— —  ----- — needs reorientation as the educational system has

Paper presented at the 25th All India Adult Education complete disregard of social and economic changes
Conference, Bombay, Oct. 30 to Nov. 3, 1972. in India. Sir Richard Livingston, a generation ago,

Content of Adult Education Programme
in the Context of Life-long Education
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drew attention to the absurdity of a so-called edu- 4) Training programmes for leaders in continu- 
cation system from which adult sector was omitted. ing education, community development and
He wrote, “Youth studies but cannot act, the adult voluntary organisations.
must act has no opportunity of study and we accept professional courses we have to develop
the divorce of theory and practice complacently. courses inPagriculture in coi,aboration with agri-

The programmes of continuing education will cultural colleges so that the fruit of green revolu- 
provide facilities to pursue education and learning tjon coffin be shared by a large proportion of rural 
throughout their life. population in India. New agricultural strategy

The Conference on Continuing Education and cannot be practiced without scientific knowledge
Universities of the Asian and Pacific Region held of soil, fertilizers hybrid variety of crops, insecti- 
at Madras in 1970, set out the following main cides, etc. In the field of engineering technical
objectives of Life-Long Education courses to upgrade students trained in polytechnics

. . , . , . . r to qualify for Bachelor degree, special courses in
(a) to promote the optimum functioning of dcsigni engineering for adults in automobiles,

individuals, so that they realise their full electronics, refrigeration and use of household appli-
potential and also contribute effectively to ances now in use jn households.
society;

(b) to encourage the development of decision , In the field of medical sc ien c e th e re isn eed to
making skills and leadership skills; de,veloP reg.onwide contmuing education for gene-

1 . . ral practitioners, doctors in dispensaries and spe-
(c) to promote the optimum functioning ot ciaiists. Training courses for technicians, medical 

social, economic and political institutions social workers, nurses and also arranging public 
so as to maximise their contribution to lecture courses on health and hygiene.
i w i S i  T A  HS™ l VS v nt W In education, a variety of courses could be sug-the context of a democratic society, geste d in  the field of pre-school, school, adult

(d) to help the individual to participate eilec- education, continuing education and training for
tively in a society characterised by com- administration and non-officials.
plexity and rapid social change. In Commerce, a variety of useful courses can be

_ developed as follows: Junior Diploma Course, bank-
Forms of Continuing Education ing, bPsiness management, cost accounting, sales-

In view of these objectives, adult education pro- manship, shorthand and typewriting in English and 
grammes will have to be enlarged in content and in Hindi, master of business administration degree pro­
variety to achieve them. In addition to general and gramme, traffic management.
functional literacy, programme of continuing edu- jn Economics and public administration courses 
cation may take a variety of forms and pi ovide lor on public administration, labour welfare, planning 
(a) remedial education lor those lnsuiticient.y edu- and development, man-power and employment, 
cated, (b) refresher courses and up-dating courses training courses for co-operative officials, labour 
in vocational and professional fields, (c) le-conver- officers, statisticians for private and public sectors, 
sion courses for those in need of such education . . . „
or training, (d) opportunities for participation in humanities, lecture courses on English langu-
disciplines, analysis of social and economic prob- a5e and literature, journalism, creative writing, art 
lems (e) opportunities for the cultivation of skills of speaking can be undertaken Programme for 
of citizenship for living in plural societies; and (f) teaching Hindi language to adults, Hindi drama- 
opportunities for cultural enrichment and creative tics, creative writing, linguistic literature, journalism 
use of leisure and refresher courses for teacher can be started.

It may be emphasised that life-long education . In Law, short-term courses on constitution law 
is a basic necessity rather an optional extra for in practice, criminal law for lawyers can be designed, 
the developing nations of Asia and Africa. The L°r businessmen, the role ot the legal piolession 
following type of programme may have to be deve- and mercantile law for Insurance agents, Insurance 
loped by a university or an educational institution Law, Labour and Industrial Law tor labour leaders, 
to suit its own resources and to fulfil the need of educated workers and for the managers and busi- 
its community ness proprietors will be extremely helpful.

,) PTOfasiona, courses d ig u ed  to bring ,1.
knowledge tip to date of eachers scientists, ^  The f ^  women’s programmes could 
doctors, engineers, technologist, etc. be considered:-(l) Home Science may include

2) Courses in human relations in leadership interior decoration, consumer buying, household
and executive skills, decision making pro- management, family budget, (2) Health-hygiene and 
cesses. cleanliness, First-aid and Home nursing, pre-natal

3) Courses in humanities, social sciences and care, nutrition and diet, food preservation, (3)
liberal arts .' Family: family-care, child care, values in family

4
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and lavv. In all these Universities in 1962 provided 

Some of the subjects have been mentioned above °Y®r ^00 courses ranging from short-term courses
for purposes of general guidance. It will be desir- °r 5 to 10 weeks to long-term courses of three-year
able to formulate programmes of continuing edu- courses, with a total enrolment of over 24,000 
cation according to the needs of the community to and a^ou  ̂ 120 residential and non residential
be covered and resources of the institution organising schools and seminars with enrolment of 9,000 stu- 
them. ents. The estimated attendance at extension

_ ectures and the listening or viewing audience was
Kole of University in Life-long Education about 60,000. There is an ever-increasing demand

A . from professions, business and industries from
An important agency to provide programme of the rural areas and the general public for more

continuing education in our country will be a uni- advanced level of work o f  this kind which onlv
versify. University is a reservoir of the past know- universities can accomplish. ’ y
ledge and learning and also the fountain head of
new knowledge in the field of Science, Social Sci- How to • T -t i a- .
ences, Technology and Literature. A university Indui u^iversities 8 L'fe' ,0ng Educatlon 
possesses suitable mechanism to collect, analyse and
disseminate knowledge and learning. Traditionally, The first step in the direction of continuing 
three functions of a university are teaching, education to be taken up by the Indian Universities 
research and the training for leadership in a few 1S to accept it as them moral responsibility and 
selected fields. A modern university has to conti- establish a Centre for continuing education with a 
nue and expand these functions to cover all walks of ?ma11 whole-time core staff. The centre for continu- 
life and add two other functions, namely, service to *n8 education should devote, in the first instance, to 
community and life-long adult education. the following relevant questions:

In England, the programme of continuing edu- (I) What sort of educational opportunities ought 
cation began about 95 years ago by James Smart t0 be made available to elderly people, middle aged 
in the Cambridge University and Jowett at the and the young?

“ y‘ ♦ Thf-y wfEe,convinced. that there (2) How should continuing education be organis­e s  a case for extending higher education outside ed and how paid for? 
the walls of the university to remedy grave edu- tt , ,  .
cational deficiencies in the adult communitv Thev . - How could the media ol mass communication
also thought the university was hopelessly out of Usea aS e^ectlve educational instruments? 
touch with the society in which it exists. The major . (4) Where do public libraries and museums fit
objective of a university as presently accepted is the into this scheme of education?
advancement of learning without any restriction , „ ,t, } 3UJU,UU' In this way, the needs of the community be

Continuing Education in Australian Universities g ? a “  veiTas e x tS l ly ,  'a
It will be desirable to consider programmes of phased programme should be prepared well in 

adult education by Australian Universities. At advance, before launching them. It is obvious that
present, six universities in Australia have fulfledged to meet initial expenses on the Centre, the University
departments of Adult Education with full-time Grants Commission will make suitable grants,
teaching staff, boards and committees appointed by Apart from attending to the current needs of the 
the university authorities. The main aspect oi community, the Centre has a long-term potential as 
university adult education work, which may broadly an agent of the University seeking to modify the
be described as vocationally centred programme and exaggerated gap between the Vocational and the
liberal studies. In all these programmes, the ques- academic learning. This potential can be taucht of
tion of standard is considered as of primary and as a matter of indirect public relation anion* the
basic importance. Equally important is the willing- most significant groups in society by the demonstra-
ness and ability of university stall to match high tion of the university’s involvement in the major
standards of scholarship and teaching with the spe- needs and problems of the community. In ibis way
cial needs of the varied groups for which these the Centre will contribute to the preservation of such
courses are devised in a manner that will stimulate disinterested study by demonstrating to socially and
further learning. The common elements in every politically influenced groups in the society the high
case are the provision of vocational studies; pro- and indispensable value of such institutionalised
grammes of short-term and long term lecture activity will be fully justified even though it involves
courses; residential and non-residenlial classes, semi- financial resources of the nation on a rather high
nars and conferences; discussion courses; extension level.
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AS ONE moves through Punjab 
villages one is struck by the 
remarkable progress they

years, notably in the field of College Serves the Community
agriculture and small-scale indus- I t> n n  H TT °TI
try. Just 15 years ago it was a t h r O U g h  M O D M  0 0 0 1 7
rare sight to see a tractor plowing s  J
the fields, yet today it is a
common sight to see farmers,
both young and old, dashing
about on their tractors; humo- Ram Singh
rously enough, some students 
come to the college on tractors.
Tube-wells and havesting machi- .
nes have cut down the working there is hardly any village once human resources are deve-
time of the farmer by 75 per cent. having good material to read. loped, it will then be possible
Beautiful lush green fields and Some of these people have noth- to develop material resources as
brick houses in" place of mud ing more than a few old outdated well. Priority should be given to
bear witness to the initiative, textbooks bearing testimony to the development of human
courage and sustained work both their college days. Or, once in a resources.
by the farmer and the entrepre- while, a devout family may have It became clear to us that a
neur. Punjab is poised at the a c°Py °* ®e holy scriptures, fully developed project will
verge of modernity and needs but carefully preserved for genera- broaden the base of service for
a slight push forward. As one is tions. These books are seldom tbe couege by including non-
hgitimately impressed by the read due to lack of interest and student villagers as members who
whole-hearted acceptance of also due religious demands for wjd sure]y benefit from the pro-
modern scientific technology for ceremonial piety, devotion and gramme as much as our college
the development of material unreflective mood. Good books students would. Our former
resources in the Punjab, one also w*th progressive attitude are not students living and working in
discovers a growing awareness available to these people, nor do villages will have a good reason
for a modern scientific attitude drey have the reading habit of f0 cont;nue their association with
toward the development of sitting down and enjoying a good (jie c0]iege and draw an academic
human resources. In many ways book. impetus from this association to
Punjab has not been able to . improve their qualifications. It
develop a more balanced and Need of a Library will a|so jiejp the college to
progressive attitude toward man For the last few years we at organize an Alumni Association
commensurate with the modern, Baring College have been wonder- to back up the college and its
scientific and technological atti- ing about helping villager develop programme. Besides, it will
tude toward material goods. For a balanced attitude toward life create an additional impact on
example, the use of scientific which will prepare them for the college in the fact that next
technology has been motivated better use of their free time generation of rural students will
only by economic considerations, whether with the help of scientific come to the college with an
whereas questions dealing with technology or with the old style already formed reading habit,
the development of man, especial- of life, and without undermining We hope, that with time, this
ly the growth and development the finer and sophisticated aspects habit of reading of selected books 
of the finer aspects of human of life, We felt such an attitude will lead those people to an
thinking and behaviour, art and could be created by teaching the awareness of the world around
culture, discipline and freedom illiterates to read and write and them and their role in it. 
have been left out as irrelevant helping them obtain good litera- 
and unconsequential. Such finer ture. It is only through such a Mobile Library
aspects of life as found through process of reading that a balanc- The originai idea 0f a Mobile
reading, writing and general ed and progressive attitude to- T ihrarv crew out of mir -hI(lents.
knowledge are not available to ward life in this age is possible, ^  J se t0 our library program-
most people m spue of the fact so hat even an ordinary villager mePin the c0„ pre^ isPes | ased
that they have had few years of will be able to live a richer and B 1
regular schooling and a formal more meaningful life in the — ■ ■ —— ——— -------■-----
degree. In most villages, there context of modern living. We . Th , • p ■ • , R •
are a few educated people up to have been fully convinced that it union Christian clllege, Batala
the college level, but unfortunately is the man we should invest in; (Punjab).

Progressive Punjab
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on open shelf system. In a period books will do much more than therefore, such books lie unread
of about 8 years we saw in just the forming of a reading on the library shelves. Purchase
amazement the number of habit; it will help create greater of good and interesting books is
student-visitors rise from about interest in development, both beyond the means of most
50 to over a thousand daily and human and material. A Mobile villages who can read and write,
issuing of books from 34 to over Library will bring for the first Villages have no such tradition of
400 per day. In 1969 we felt time new knowledge, initiative libraries or reading for pleasure
convinced that we had been able and enrichment to these villages. and recreation, at least in the
to cultivate a habit of studying in There are a large number of boys Punjab; and we would like to
the library among our students. and girls and men and women in break this old pattern and estab-

there seem to be no these villages with just enough lish a new one more suited to the
difference between town and education to have their reading new conditions of work and
village students in the long hours desire kindled. Many of them living,
of library study engaged in. have gone up to high school and
Taking advantage of this ap- some even to the college. There ,• r .. _ . „
proach of open-access to books are also many elderly people able Preparation of the Project
we decided to give the Mobile to read vernacular books in In the autumn of 1970 a few 
Library a trial. It took us over Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu, but of our staff members were con-
a year to convince village leaders because of the scarcity of libra- vinced that our village folk
to begin this programme, and ries. they seldom get a chance to needed the habit of reading books
almost another year of regular read. Panchayat libraries, if they for pleasure as an additional
service without a break, to see do exist do not have more than a recreation in addition to the
the idea germinating into a couple of hundred books, neither already existing recreation out
programme of “development of available at the time of their of which drinking was fast be-
human resources in rural areas” need nor according to the taste coming popular with their young
which could become the basis of and choice of these readers; group. We were all convinced
an “ Institute of Rural Develop­
ment.”

We felt these people 
could benefit from the college 
programme in the same way as 
regular students do from the 
academic programme. Such a 
relationship between the village 
people and the college will 
strengthen the bond of mutual 
help and inter-dependence and 
give a chance to the college to 
establish its bonaftdes as a leader •
in the community. It may also : < . . .. P l B
help the village students to have pL ' t,fc.
greater interest in the welfare of ’ F.'jJj. , ~ ---------*
their own villages, as this » » > ■ ^urnTtmT l>ji
programme will be eventually ~''■3 gy.'
conducted b\ a few students \ R  i ■ *
each village. These students will  ̂ |L -  J  ___T[)WM -j
know their own village better ’ —  ^
with all ii> potentialities and mm- 1 X  gfu*
problems. It will also have a __ -  L B  l y \
significant academic impact on 
the college in bringing in the next
generation of students with read- ! |y  jR  B lE T B B r
ing habits already formed. As ; 
mentioned previously we further
hope this habit of reading of " ». *
selected books will lead these 
village people into an awareness 
of the world around them and
their relationship to it. _ ,

exposure of these people to good A car with an open trailer being used as Mobile Library
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that this project, once taken up them develop the habit of read- have very limited means
seriously, had all the possibili- ing good books. We felt that of recreation in our cul-
ties of success. We called a such an interest on our part will ture. It will be a more
meeting of a few of our old and help them develop more confi- productive way of using
new students, asked for their dence in our project and safe- leisure time which at
suggestions and requested them guard the issuing and return of present is often spent on
to help in conducting a survey those books. We also felt that idle talks, drinking and
of about 30 villages in this area once a project of this type is cheap movies,
to determine the feasibility of established it will teach them to (d) while in school, village
starting such a project. The pay for the running of any students seldom develop
information thus collected was worthwhile project, according to a reading habit which is
revealing as most villages investi- their ability. likely to continue after
gated had more than 80 men In j u]y and August 1971 they leave school. Most
women and children who could seven of 0ur staff members volun- students find it difficult
read and write m more than one teered tQ • one d free to to cope with their studies
language and had studied up to {he Mobile Library. During because of their inability
middle school at least Interest- those rai d we be2an our to form a regular read-
ingly enough, most villages had . $  gave the following ing habit. The best time
at least two factions in the ^  thesvill le for to inculcate such a habit
village dividing the village into startin„ this project-— is among small children
two or more groups. . while they are still in

More than once we visited a) In terms 08 ec°n°nnc school, and when they
each one of the four villages progress and material reach college, they will
selected for our Mobile Library „ development, Punjab has already have a well-deve-
project to meet with the village the h]gh.est per capita loped reading habit.
leaders and our own students to ImMn terms of literacy’ (e) Eventually we plan to
assess the need of the villager, f* make this programme
examine the sight of the library J . .1® la881“8 ^  into a much more basic
and the response of the people. „ , „ , . ’ , . 8 and fundamental pro-

Mobile Library, but most older . , . , , ,  f • ment of Human Re­
generation people questioned the culture and small-scale sources”, aiming finally
purpose as well as the wisdom ™ rv w^musUncrea e at the establishment of
of such an expensive project. o eraev 7ate L  fast an “Institute of Rural
A few of them thought it was Development” ,
aimed at spreading the Christian p D '
message in the villages, or in (b) The process of develop- Selection of Four Villages and the
helping the college get more ment is a continuous College Campus
students for joining college phenomenon and in order On the basis of the survey of
Sqme of them seriously asked to move faster than the these villages and the number of
why their village was selected present rate, we must villages we were capable of serv-
and not other villages in the create a developmental • 5we„ we dccided to select
area. The young people w;ere attitude toward life and ^ four villages plus the
generally in favour of the project work This will require co,f campus according to the
and some were willing to help us that the individual should fmWmo rritpnV—
in conducting it. be able to read and write 7  „

After studvinc each village and col*ect information . 7, f  eve„ Prest,S® ea"studying each village concerning his nrofession joyed by the college through itscarefully we decided to emphasize concerning ms profession, own ct„dents or teachers in that,„nrV mnm nnH the latest developments own students orieacncrt. in umi
ntre and keei The sheets of hi that field and the way village tor selfless service andmole and keep the subjects ol he can use these develon- dedication to operate such abooks limited to non-political in ie oan ase ll?ese clevelop _ e
terms of language, and non-com- ments 10 improve his 8 „ ,
rnunal in terms of subjects. We I013, 2) Ea8®™ ^  part
decided to buy books in Punjabi, (c) To enable people to l!ie pf?p . 1;ie vlPage \°
Hindi, Urdu and English langu- make better use of their receive, this project and their
ages, and charge a membership leisure time by develop- determination to cooperate with
fee of Re. 1/25 which will help ing a reading habit for us 111 Its op^ution.
us in maintaining the books in pleasure and enriching 3) Desire to keep village
good condition. At each meet- their lives. This will be politics out of the project and
ing wc emphasized our interest especially true for women cooperate with us on a non­
in the people and in helping and young girls who partisan basis.
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(4) Accessibility of the e>

(5) Their willingness to help 
develop it into a ‘‘Rural Deve- '

After a few visits to these —_T ’• \  .ijlif ■ f l l  r
villages and exhibition of our ;
books specially brought for the p bl--

ed with Gaunspura village, about titr na-anv- '
a mile from the college. We « J, “ - r  %• Ti-L -M
decided to visit ̂  each village

l / S d 'o f  whfch* are’ s t u d i o
and about 10% women and girls. ^  ^ j selecting a book from the open shelf. The organiser
We issue about 400 books a , , , , ,  , ,
week, generally 2-3 books on is talking t0 ol'ier villagers to know their interest ana needs.
each card. We have found
ladies reluctant to get books read these books, especially the but the younger generation is
issued on their names, instead women. more keen on light reading,
they request the male members 0 n Sunday, we go to Panj- We are planning to celebrate
of the family to get books for graian first and then to Masa- the first anniversary of this pro-
them. Most Emilies get all the nian. p anjgraian group is the ject within a month or so. We
three rnrHk T b L l  l  n,ii,y,n- most prompt and orderly and would like to study the impact of
s?rn,e r ' i ° i i d • there have been able to receive this programme on the reading
tively, female membership is 0jd books and lssue 45 books habits of these people, especially
small, yet most books are read in ]ess than 30 minutes. At young students. After that we
by females. Panjgraian, even older people will have several meetings with

wait for us ready with the books^ the general public from each
Working 01 t ic rojec On Thursday afternoons we village, find out their ideas about

After a few weeks’ experience distribute books to campus the way each village should be
we realized the difficulty of children. approached for development,
covering all the four viHages in We ^  about I200 books This will involve a well planned
one day, therefore, we added t of them in Punjabi, program # of movies meetings,
Saturday as vie! Now every followed b Hindij English and d*scuss.on p u p s  and projects
Saturday afternoon at a fixed , T , sponsored by each village with
time the car with trailer goes to ’ the help of this programme.
Gaunspura first and then to to  begin with, most mem- There will be regular classwork
Gokhuwal, accompanied by 2 bers ask for simple but socially l0 eliminate illiteracy as well as
members of the staff. Often oriented novels such as written to educate the general village
membership card holders in the by Nanak Singh. Gradually thcii public,
village wait for the arrival of demand changes as their taste ,
the car It takes about forty develops for good literature. So far, we have involved only
minutes'to receive old books and After a few months they like to two students from each village to
issue new one? Most of the read difficult novels, biography, help us collect and issue books
vnuno neonle renort that they history, leading to literary critic- as our present need can be mt
E % h o o k  ? n s i x d a y s  on ism. Few like poetry; though with the help of these boys.
,i seventh day they wait for Urdu readers ask for Urdu Additional boys who want to
new books Generally ail the poetry books. The older genera- help will be enrolled for the next
Srerate member^ of /he L i l y  don asks for books on religion, (Coat, 20)

9



Adult literacy is one of the education. In India such empiri-
aspects of Adult Education. cal studies have not been con-
Broadly, Adult Education can be ducted. In a study (1972) the
described as education in its author found negative attitudes
widest sense suited to adult needs. of participant teachers towards
It includes social, cultural, civic, adult literacy programmes,
vocational, health and parental
education, whether imparted in p  e of The Stud 
specially organised classes or by
means of mass-communication The present study was aimed
media like Press, Radio and to find out the attitudes of parti-
Cinema. cipants of regular adult education

course, University teachers, 
Adult education has to be University Students and other

A f t  1 1 11 f l  considered in two aspects: since Literate Citizens towards Adult
y t l  L v L V adults cannot be forced to seek Education.

education, the social environment
7 has to be made more educative Method and Material

1  O W C lS  C IS  so that education is sought volun-
tarily. Secondly, Adult Education The total sample of the
programmes should exert forma- present study consisted of ISO

/4  f i l l  I t  tive influence on society itself, so unselected individuals—-30 par-
S llA sL V lV  tha{ the socjal environment ticipants of regular Adult Educa-

becomes conducive to learning. t’on Course (B.A.Ed.); 50 literate 
p  i  ° citizens of different professions

H i C l l lC  a l l  O i l  We are living in a time of residing in Tilak Nagar, Jaipur,
rapid changes. The pace of 50 Rajasthan University teachers
technological, social, economic ^nc! 50 post-graduate students of
and political changes are quick Rajasthan University,
that the Indian adults are facing These subjects were adminis- 
lots of problems in these areas. tered an attitude scale—‘Atti- 
The education which they receive tudes Towards Adult Education’

K.L. Sharma in schools and colleges does not _(Adolph. T and Whaley, R.F.
adequately equip them for the 1967) individually. The Thrus- 
changing role of adult file in tone Type scale consists of 24
present Indian context. Adult items. Against each item three
Education programmes are arga- categories: (1) Strongly favour-
nised to help these adults in abie> (2) Neutral and (3) Strong­
making necessary adjustments jy against were written. Subjects
with changing environments, by were asked t0 express their
imparting instruction, and by opinion by marking one of these
giving relevant information and categories. Each favourably
guidance for the better perform- marked item of the scale was
ance in vocational, social and scored according to weightage
personal areas. assigned in original scale. The

. . . . , , . total scores of each subject were
. . Attitudes of educated, profes- computed. The scores may vary

Introduction: sional or uneducated towards fr0m 0 to 170 Mean scores
TN INDIA, generally, Adult a.du!t , ê ucat|on, should be and s.D ’s were computed for
1  Education is narrowly conceiv- ^ d'ed before organising any each To find out the

ed and thought to mean Adult Programme .for them. In other differences in their attitudes “ t”
Literacy. This is a rather wrong ™ rd ; h»  r these Professionals va]lies were com puted ., r , f , ■ i • r u and educated persons feel the
and unhelpful notion whici has necessity of continuing education Before giving the scale to find
become a sort of barrier and has 0r not, needs investigations. On out the attitudes of these indivi-
blocked.hedevelopmentofadi.lt the basjs of thcir needs, the duals each individual was first
education. programmes should be planned, asked to write his own views

______ __________ __________ so that this education may be about Adult Education. The
meaningful to them. Theevalua- content of their expressed views

The author is Lecturer, Depart- tion of these programmes should about Adult Education were also
mvnt o f Psychology, University o f be based on the extent of their analyzed to find out their notion
Rajasthan, Jaipur. appreciation of the need for adult of Adult Education.
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Results and Discussion the deviation in scores is least in
Tabic No 1 literate citizens while in other

groups the deviation is very high.
Table showing the attitudes scores of all the groups (See Table No. 1) The possible

reason may be due to the differ-
■--------  “ “  ences in awareness of the positive

Groups Mean S.D. Range views about Adult Education.
___ .—-__________________ _________________________________ There is no significant differ­

ence in the attitudes of Uni-
1. Participants of Adult versity teachers and University

Education Course 65.40 6.5 29.3 students. The reasons, perhaps
N =30 may be that these students and

2. Literate Citizens 51.50 3.7 13.3 teachers are attending the exten-
N =50 sion lectures organized by the

3. University Teachers 60.00 7.6 29.6 University Adult Education
Department or they are both 

AA equally aware of the activities of
4. University Students 60.00 6.2 -8.0 this Department. In comparison

N =50 to University teachers, partici-
___ _______ _______________________________________ , pating students of adult educa­

tion course have more positive 
attitudes (t—3.37; P .01). The 

lable No. 2____________________________participants of adult education
Table showing the significance of difference in the attitudes of S S o w a r d s  " Adult^EducahAn

these groups. in comparison to sudents
_________________ ____________________ ________________  (t=3.70 P .01) and citizens

(t=9.20 P .0). University teachers 
Groups Level o f Significance and citizens (t=7.72 P .01) and

University students and Citizens
-----------------------------------------— ----------------------------------------- (t=8.50 P .01).
1. University teachers _ Attitudes,‘the organization of

tt • •; — — psychological processes with
University s d respect to aspects of the indivi-

2. University teachers dual’s world’ (Kretch and
V/s 3.37 P .01 Crutchfield 1948) are greatly

Participants of Adult influenced by the individuals
Education Course awareness of the problem or

3. University teachers object of study. The attitudes
y /s 7.72 P .01 expressed by these persons should

Literate Citizens be analyzed in terms of their
„ tT . . . , , awareness of Adult Education.
4. University s u On the basis of the views

„ . : ' s . .... ’ ‘ expressed about Adult Education,
Participants o before administering the scale, it
A.E. ourse may t|iat ap t^e partjcj_

5. University students  ̂  ̂ pants of A.E. course except a
V/s 8.50 P .01 feW) gave bookish definition of

Literate Citizens Adult Education. These students
6. Participants of A.E. Course have emphasized that Adult

y is 9.20 P .0 Education is a continuing educa-
Literate Citizens. tiou. It includes vocational and

professional education. According
-=—— ---- ---- —=— —— tQ tjjese students “Adult Literacy

, . , , , —,, . would not do.” Adult Education,
On the basis of the present about Adu.t Education, next which covers the later part of

findings it may be observed that comes university teachers and jjpe> helps the individual bv
attitudes of these groups towards post-graduate university students. providing necessarv information
Adult Education varies. Stu- The literate citizens have negative to acyust jn t|ie changina society,
dents of Adult Education Course attitudes towards Adult Educa-
expressed most positive views tion. It is interesting to note The views expressed by
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University teachers are very Adult Education. According to of the different languages to the
interesting. They do not have a these persons Adult Education is adults” .
clear cut idea about Adult only necessary for rural popula- On the basis of these expres-
Education. They have emphasiz- tion. It should be “made avail- sed views it may be said that
ed all types of education except able to illiterate or semi-literate even educated persons in the
formal education. According to persons, labourers, farmers, low country are not well aware of the
these Subjects the Adult Educa- middle class persons of these role of adult education. These
tion is very important, but some classes.” On the basis of the are, however, the result of a
teachers have expressed negative personal experiences some of brief and quick study and it can
views such as “ less money should these persons have expressed that legitimately could be expected
be spent on Adult Education,” “ like other departments Adult from ripe studies, more intensive
“more money should not be spent Education Department is also in character and involving greater
on organizational set up. Foreign insincere.” These people think investment of time and services
aid should not be taken for it.” that Adult Education pro- yield very relevant and usable
On the basis of these statements grammes could not attract the guidelines to programming,
it may be said that though these attention of individuals. “ So far References
teachers have a vague idea about as unemployed persons are con- 1. Adolph, T and R.F. Whaley 
the aims and activities of Adult cerned Adult Education hardly (1967) Amt^es t o ^ s  ^ df XVn.
Education, but some of them solves their problems in the pre- ^ “ 3 Pp. 152-156.
have confused Adult Education sent prevalent conditions as it 2. Kretch, D and Richard Crutch-
with Adult Education Depart- only provides preliminary know- field (1948), Theory and Problems of
ment of the Rajasthan University. ledge of different languages, Social Pŝ h°'°gyrk Mc Graw Hl
Some teachers have emphasized which is not sufficient for gett- 0 3 sharma, K.L. (1971). A Cross- 
the aims of Adult Education very ing a job.” ...it is also worth Cultural Comparison of Stereotypes
clearly—“Adult Education pro- considering that so far we are towards older persons. The Indian
grammes should be aimed at (i) not able to give primary educa- Journal pof W°rk' V° ' ^
Continuing Education for those tion to every child of our • g ^ m a ,  K.L. (1972). Literary
already employed, (ii) Educating country what is the use in spend- Programme and Teacher—A Study,
adults in current affairs and ing money just to teach a bit Shivira, Vol. 12, No. 7. Pp. 316-317.
thinking in social, economic,
physical and natural sciences and — -——— ------ —----  *—— —— ~~ ——
providing education for the
specific needs of the community 
after a field survey.”

The University students have
expressed the views that educa- oft// Available
tion is very essential for better
life. According to these students M n n n a l
illiterate rural adults should be iT ld
given information about the fV>F
world around them so that they u

71 N S u lea rttw S  Adult Literacy Teachers
adults have also been expressed by N.R. Gupia
by some students. According to
these students adults are very A. . « - »
conservative and they cannot be Abroad $ 2.75
changed. According to these (Rs. 5.00 for IAEA members)
students “money should not be 
spent on the education of these
rigid and obstinate adults”. It Available from

a l » £ ‘ioward Indian A*"1* Education Association,
are very prevalent all over the 17~BS Indraprastha Marg,
world (Sharma 1971). New D ejhj

The literate citizens expressed 
their negative attitudes towards 
Adult Education. It is interest­
ing that these persons have ex­
pressed different views about
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THEY WONT DEOP OUT IF ... .
/ T is so easy for an adult student to drop out o f easier to talk about another person than

school! He doesn't have to be there. No law about yourself.)
forces him to attend. He’s probably not working X7 _ A

for a certificate. Chances are he didn’t pay any- Your ®ecret Weapon: Motivation 
thing or, may be, a very small fee. Why shouldn’t Student won't drop out i f  they’re highly motivated. 
he leave if the class is boring or doesn’t meet his Even the most disinterested person in your group
needs or expectations? Wouldn’t you? was sufficiently motivated to enroll. So there must

If you’ve had a high rate of dropout in previous Fe a wa^ t° în<̂  anc  ̂ use that motivation. What
classes, now’s the time—at the very beginning of ~wi11 rouse one student s enthusiasm won’t necessarily
the new term -to  get going on dropout prevention work with another. So you’ll have to try many 
measures. Steps to prevent student dropout can be dinerent approaches:
taken during your very first class session. (Some 1. Some teachers recommend coffee breaks
adults attend that first meeting and never come during G.E.D. classes as a way of motivat-
back). ing adults who feel somewhat ashamed of

their educational deficiencies. “Much 
How to Bring ’Em Back for More encouragement can be gained by each person

simply by finding out that he is not alone 
A friend of mine recently enrolled in a Spanish but in a rather close croup. By chatting in-

class in a local community college. She came back formally with the teacher and other students
from the first session bubbling with enthusiasm. he finds that others are having exactly the
“ The teacher was just great!” She raved. “Me same problems he is having, and all go back
llamo Marian! See, I ’m speaking Spanish to their studies with renewed enthusiasm and
already.” Her teacher was obviously using Drop- hope,” says the Kansas Adult Educator.
out Prevention Prescription 1: sending students 2. Personal invoivement appeals to the most
home from the very first class meeting with a skill lethargic student. Everybody enjoys the.
(i o matter how small or simple) which they can use quick quizzes and self-tests they see in news-
rig 1 away. papers and magazines, and few can resist

Here are some other devices for grabbing and finding out how well they can do on short
holding student interest: self-tests. Class opinion pools can also

1. Give them cliff-hangers. Pique their inter- pique lagging interest.
est in future classes by telling them briefly 3. Success is a heady brew. It’s easy to become
about some provocative activities you’ve addicted to it. Every time a student in
planned for future session...experiences that your class performs a skill successfully, or
they won’t want to miss. learns a fact he can use, he is less likely to

2. Give them action. Too many teachers drop out, whereas continued failure is a
devote all or most of the first class meeting killer of incentive. Concentrate on giving
to a long oration on what the course is your most withdrawn, bored, or dissatisfied
about...a general introduction to the subject students opportunities to succeed in some-
matter amounting to a one-man talk show. thing, however small, in every class session.
The students will like it better—and you’ll For example, ask them a question to which
get valuable information about them—-if you are reasonably sure they know the ans-
you start by asking each student why he wer. Find out what jobs they hold, and
is there and what he" needs or hopes to get ask for information or advice on something
from your course. It may be necessary to related to their work. Give them their
divide into small groups to get instant action moment in the limelight (they may never
and reaction, and to encourage shy indivi- have enjoyed such an experience.)
duals to speak up. 4. No subject has to be dull. A good teacher

3. Have pre-show, warm-up sessions for live even put life into English grammar by turn-
audiences as at TV shows. Many savvy ing his students into “ bad-grammer detec-
adult education teachers do this same thing tives.” Their assignments: to track down
using “ ice-breaking” techniques: they have grammatical errors in written material or m
the students themselves rearrange the chairs conversations they heard, and bring them to
into a circle (the moving about in itself class for discussion and analysis. Motivated
creates an informal atmosphere). They have They loved it, and learned more good
students write information about themselves grammar in the process than through
on index cards and exchange them and, chapters of textbook rules and explanations,
then, read them aloud (it’s sometimes 5. Have each student compete with himseh. A
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business education teacher prepared a chart 2. Offer private help. Even a £ew
on which each typing student could record during class time (while the other student3
his best gross speed, his errors, the number are occupied or during the coffee 'break),
of minutes he types, his next speed goal, and may be all the private attention 01 a »
the date. He distributed dittoed copies of some students need to solve the learning
the chart. Students were motivated to difficulties which may be worrying them,
achieve by beating their own records. They may simply need to know that you

6. “ What does history have to do with me?” £,aije' , . . mnfirlence Tell
Many people have that feeling about history 3. a ^  s nto yo not be
and so are poorly motivated to learn about meeting all their needs... that what you are
it Here are some ways to show students “S t  may not be interesting to everyone,
what history means in their lives: have them g J  need and want their
write down significant dates in their personal -B ■ and that if they would rather not
lives: birthdays, anniversaries, etc., and ask publicly you wifi distribute a gripe
them to write down what major events in f E  on which they may writedown their
history happened on those days Assign a ^  0n that /beet should be spaces for
speech or discussion topic, One Way in * V * a fmm this class but
Which the Bill of Rights Has Affected My a ™hat 1 ĝ ° at j  ke best about
Personal Life.” Other students could be fffis ckss” and “ What I like least about this
asked to work up family trees, then, write this c;fss
down or discuss historical events which may class. ,
have affected their ancestors. Keep’em It’s not hard to diagnose a potential dropout. Keep 
guessing... with a variety of activities. When an eye out for the following symptoms ana laice 
the student knows that something different steps to find out their causes so you can c 
and interesting will happen in every class, them:
he’ll hesitate to drop out. Use tape re- 1. Irregular attendance. When a student misses 
corders (students can use them to test them- class sessions for no clearcut reason, such as
selves, for practice, etc.), films (but only illness or family problems, chances are he is
those that are real adjuncts to student a potential dropout.
learning), guest speakers, field trips. Aviod, 2. Poor preparation. If you give between-class 
like the plague, session after session of assignments and a student ignores them or
“ teacher talk, class listen.” does them haphazardly, it probably means

Time to Get Personal? he is not really interested in what the class is
Does your teaching tend to be rather impersonal? working on. _  t _ rprmjn_

One of the major reasons for student dropout in 3. Inattention in class. y 8- j
literacy classes is a tendency for teachers to dehu- ing silent me!lass d̂ aass ’ ,, thege are
manize instead of to become a friend to their repeatedly from class , . ,
students, said the UNESCO 1971 Report on World obvious signs of low interest and pote
Literacy. When teachers are told to “create a warm dropout,
classroom climate, be friendly, informal and non-
authoritarian,” it is not idle advice. It is based on We ’re all Sensitive souls
sound research into the needs of adult students (of How do you criticize student work. Sometimes 
all students, actually). The new Dropout Centres we have to tell students that they have made a
and Continuation on Schools cropping up all over mistake, but no one likes criticism and adult students
the country concentrate on smaller groups and are often supersensitive about their ability to learn,
closer, more friendly relationships between students it doesn’t take much criticism, honesty needed but
and teachers... and their holding powers are great. wrongly given, to make a student leave your class

So consider taking these steps: forever. . . .  ,
1. Have a personal chat with each student who Here are some ways to criticize wi ou

shows signs of disinterest in class activities. y°ur students feelings: presence of
Don’t make it a formal, behind-the-desk . 1- Never critic,ze anyone in J t e p r m w o l
interview.” If possible, go out for coffee to other students.. P
a nearby restaurant. Maybe take two 'n an individual appoi • P,entment
“problem students” at a time... they might 2- Remember to d . . . ’ . jie(j
feel more relaxed that way. Don’t start w.H not arise f yc>ur cnticism !s applied
discussing the class immediately. Let them pleasantly and non-judgmentally.
talk... and as they feel more and more com- 3. Find something to praise first, 
fortable with you, you can lead them to soften y°ur merits and I
discuss the course and find out what they
don’t like about it... in what way you are ego-deflating lor the student.
failing to meet their needs. — Techniques for Teachers of Adults ( UbAj
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WHY DO YOU WAIT TO READ?
J.D.N. Versluys

WILL any of the 800 million illiterate adults be extent, depend on the level of sophistication of 
aware of the fact that the year 1972 has been production of the culture concerned, 
proclaimed International Book Year? The However, it is likely that the reading level 

question, asked this way, seems hardly fair, but it acquired after four years of primary school is about
beuUSi ful t0 Sta/ 1 WltrMrC UQPlef  aQt fact that, the minimum to assure sufficient experience and

although the percentage of illiterate adults is decreas- retention of what has been learnt. This is probably
mg, their numbers are still growing. It is thus the reason why in many cases the final results of
urgent to define as precisely as possible which groups adult lite courses are disappointing, 
ot adults should have priority in the struggle against _, , _ , .
illiteracy. the Deecl f°r a relatively high level of achieve­

ment in order to insure a measure of retention makes 
The humanitarian ideal of universal literacy is ‘functional literacy teaching’ a complicated and,

being gradually abandoned. As the population therefore, relatively expensive type of education,
increases, drop-out at the primary level, lack of which calls for selection of those most likely to
retention of what has been learnt a t the adult benefit.
literacy courses become more widely known, thus ....t . , . . . , .
dampening optimistic hopes for the ‘eradication of , . be “literate adu.t lives in a certain seclusion 
illiteracy within twenty years’ which had seemed which separates him from those who are aware of 
quite possible, if proper action were taken both by tbe °u*sic*e wor<b certain isolated areas where 
governments concerned and by those who could sma groups of people live largely on subsistence 
provide material assistance. Population increases, agriculture, this isolation may not be felt by most 
high drop-out at primary level, and low retention of PeoPle a?d lltera(Y w.ould Probab,y not cbanSe their 
literacy training are forcing educators and politicians way of “ e very mucb-
to re-examine the problem. In the majority of cases, however, there already

The solution would seem to be to apply a rigor- exists, a m°re tor less tclose c.ontact wdh !he
ous selection in order to provide literacy to those siders : merchants come to rural areas and buy the
adults who really need it and who can and will use P™ductf avadabIe> the transistor radio has penetrat-
their newly acquired knowledge. ‘Literacy’ in the f.d de^  in 0 the coaatryside, while in urban areas 
new sense, should go beyond the strict-and limited ^  wlthoat !,teracy has becfome nearlJ  ,!mP0SSlbIe- 
-ab ility  of reading, writing and arithmetic and it Those rwbo are llllterat,e often pretend they are not,

• should impart a ‘new way of life’ leading to social as it is felt to be a social stigma to be unable to
and economic development. This new type of read- In this context 15 of inuteres“ 0 ° ot,e ,that ,n
literacy should integrate several elements besides the a re.cent sarvey covering more than 100 adult literacy
three R’s, such as technical abilities needed by Pr°Jects all over the world social prestige was given
illiterates for their jobs, whether they are industrial, in 30 Per cent °.f the casf  as tbe answer why people
agricultural or are concerned with health, nutrition wanted to join literacy classes. Less than a quarter
and hygiene. Such programmes should obviously °J the ansfweurs mdlcated economic reasons while
differ according to the job, and should, therefore, 4 per cent of the respondants said that they were
be selective and intensive, combining people in one mteiested m reading the scriptures,
group who have similar interests, and are willing to However, several studies indicate that the moti- 
make a strenuous effort to master these new vation for literacy as such is not extremely strong
techniques, abilities and this new knowledge so that among illiterates, particularly if considered as a
their literacy fulfils a real function in their life. This means to economic improvement. This is probably
concept of ‘functional literacy’ requires a certain because the possibilities of functional literacy are
level allowing the new literate to go ahead on his not sufficiently clear to them,
own. As long as reading remains a difficult exercise, ,  .
one cannot expect that the newly acquired knowledge Here we touch upon the crux o the problem, 
will be used very much, nor that it will be retained first’ IS. '^ e a se d  knowledge really necessary for
for a very long time, even if reading material is economic development and second is literacy indis-
l ' II . . - i l l  pensable to acquire that knowledge? If so, are the
loca y available. illiterates themselves aware of this requirement and,

It is dear that the level required will, to a large therefore, willing to make the necessary efforts9
________ When studying the literature on this subject,

-  ' one finds that among farmers, the adoption of inno-
J.D.N. Versluys (Netherlands), was formerly vations is closely connected with their level of edu-

director of the International Institute for Adult cation, although this is certainly not the onlyvari-
Literacy Methods (Teheran). able. Farm size and contact with persons outside
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he community are also important, and related There are certainly some examples which show an 
actors since farmers who have more land have pro- immediate improvement in micro-economic situa- 

bably had some education and are more likely to tions, but in general experience shows that literacy 
have connexions with town people. Again, breaking will make a difference ra productivity only if the 
the mental isolation would seem to be crucial. Socio- type of work is favourable. On the other hand, 
economic and communication variables are gene- sophisticated production methods require literate 
rally regarded to be more important than personal and skilled workers.
characteristics for the adoption of innovations, if  literacy projects are to contribute to higher 
although some authors question the value of edu- productivity, they must be selective. Research is 
cationTsince it often refers to matters completely needed to determine in what production sectors 
foreign to the actual problems the farmers have to literacy is likely to make an indispensable contribu- 
deal with. This point should obviously be stressed: tion. j t couid ais0 provide information about
the type of education provided at schools and in short-term results of work-oriented literacy pro­
adult literacy classes is often of no genuine interest, grammes, in order to avoid over-optimistic expecta- 
However, if the education is practical, based on tjons and inconclusive results. Equally important 
learning details to increase agricultural yield, the are the long-term effects, in conjunction with other
people themselves will feel the need of having all development factors, but this obviously complicates
these details stored somewhere, so that they can (be research techniques.
check later on. On the other hand, selectivity must be applied to

The level of literacy—including arithmetic, simple groups or to certain development areas, not to 
farm science and management-should be such that individuals. For instance in a producers coopera- 
it brings about the change which is needed, and tive it is not enough if the secretary is literate and
does not leave the farmer at a level where he is not has sufficient knowledge of accounting to carry on
real I v helped by what he has learned. the business, because such a situation distorts the

y purpose of the co-operative as a social and economic
In order to appreciate the real results of ‘func- group. On the contrary, all the members of such a 

tional literacy’ (or, as it is utilitarian, ‘work-orient- co-operative should be literate and able to under- 
ed’ literacy, but which we may also give the wider stand tjie financial implications of decisions in order 
connotation of ‘development education’ since liter- for t0 function properly.
acy as such only plays a role of secondary Even jf.a direct proof of increased productivity
interest as a means to the purpose o u r ^  ^  bterate wooers in industry may be difficult to
education to achieve development), l{ W1, . '  provide, one may expect that positive factors are
sary to wait and see the resu s o P J . nt. more generally to be found among them than among
where this altogethei new _ ype o e i g, illiterates, as a Unesco-sponsored study recently
tration and discussion is un er . carried out in Bombay pointed out, where such
purpose of these integrated P ^ S ^ ^  'thV wav of JaPses as ,ack of safety consciousness, absenteeism,
the initiative of Unesco, is to change th Y or waste of raw materials, were found to be more
thinking, to substitute traditional . P™ductio k d among illiterate workers than literate
methods by rational ones based on scientific find- e
ines and particularly to make the people aware of WU1KCIS- , , . ....
thf reason^ why such methods and techniques are The supervisors also found that the illiterate 
needed Once a man understands why he is doing fears change, that, although he may be intelligent, 
his work in a certain way, he will be able to change he cannot express himself well enough to make 
it when the circumstances require. This is a tremen- himself understood, and various similar disadvant- 
dnns dianee in the total mental process and it is ages were mentioned. Of course, this is not a proof, 
essential that the persons understand the importance since it is quite possible that the more industrious 
of -lccuricv and precision vital in the modern pro- workers were also those who somehow have become
duction process, be it agricultural or industrial. The literate, but it is undeniable that in the modern
very exercise of reading already helps to achieve production process of factory work, illiteracy is a 
that sense of precision and comprehension. The real handicap.
mass media are precious auxiliaries for the dis- Similarly, a number of advantages of literacy to
semination of knowledge, but they cannot provide productivity in factory work are mentioned by 
the stored information given in a booklet which can phji]jpS in his book -‘Literacy and Development.” 
be consulted again and again. However, to achieve real motivation to become

, • ,, ■ .„ j;no fartnrv literate, the factory worker should be motivated to
Can we prove that in all cases,; including ^ to ry  become ]iterate by a direct advantage either in the

production, literacy leads to hig er p Y- form of better chances of promotion or of higher
Certainly riot. Literacy as such will not, in most w sjnce hjs increased productivity would mainly 
cases, help very much unless it is acc° mP;™‘̂  V benefit the enterprise. Literacy classes should be 
oilier factors of development. It would be un u y ided in fact0ry time, since only in that case can
nmimisticto expect that anybody who becomes
literate automatically- becomes a better producer. (Continued on page 20)
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pupil and teacher are concerned? 
And what does teaching mean?

This is the radical renewal 
which must be undertaken.

It implies the decision to 
make immediate massive invest­
ment, guided by costly research 
and pilot experiments. But there

Mew Trends in Adult Education investments would provide fewer
initial results than those obtain­
ed from comparable investments 
in industrialization. Education 
has to move out of the “ schooi- 
for artisans” stage—and this 

Henri Janne expression does not exclude the
universities—and into that of 
industrialization.

UNESCO recently established an International Commission ^  , ,  r , , • .
on the Development of Education. Three documents on Situation, Considerable funds set asi
Opinions and Innovations were prepared for this Commission. novv a sacnr ce on , e part
The document on innovations entitled “New Trends in Adult ourt • ? resent g^ra tions-w ill
Education: Concept and Recent Empirical Achievements” was pre- call^advantagemisC proposition
pared by Henri Janne, Professor at the Brussels Free University (Bel- the future Unif costs will
guim) in collaboration with Marie-Lame Roggemans, Research life toIhffV-tent ' W ’du-
W®r|£Cr at I*10 Brussels University Sociology Institute. The paper i l t .
outlines the impact of the principles of life-long education on Th ■ . • >„./ of <.-iltdus.
the adult education system. The conclusions of the paper are repro- r> dev| opment, it is likely to
Hfe l̂oim Education—Ed clarification of ideas on prove stiU m£re true of the .;,ost-
1 e- ong u i . industrial’ period. 1

1. In our view, only a life- sional career-training, including 3. All this is equally valid
long educational system can the development of personality for developing countries. Their
save democracy by steering it beyond the immediate needs of technical bases are admittedly
away from its course towards businesses and other organiza- weaker, and strengthening them
the reefs of man’s conditioning tions. must consequently be a primor-
to, and alienation from an over- dial ajm Qf technical cooperation
organized society. Furthermore, 2. This is the philosophy in education,
only this kind of educational involved in making educational
system can bring about optimum growth a priority "" programme. Developing countries are,
development in scientific research yut one unknown element re- however, clearly superior to the
and technology, which are the mains, and it could well have a older civilizations in Europe and
necessary conditions tor econo- favourable influence on present to all highly-industrialized 
mic growth and for the costly forecasts of education costs; it nations in one respect: their cdu-
transition froin^ a civilization ot js t^e application of educational cational structures, beiug more
quantity to one ol quality, as technology. As in the case of recent or in the process of being
well as being related to the foe transition from workshop set up, and the men who operate
advanced qualifications required businesses to industry in the them being less committed to tra-
at all levels. early days of the industrial ditional educational procedures,

revolution, new educational less resistance to innovation, in
For the cost of economic technologies imply profound the form of inertia, conservatism

democracy as comPare(l to that structural changes and a reapprai- and school traditions, than do
of the pure effictency in a techno- sal of values: in this even, and those countries which may be.
cracy cannot be ianored, nor with these prospects in mind, historically, the creators ot
can that of leisure based ou which programmes will need to modern education but which arc
the democratization in culture, be learned? Which pedagogical now out of date. The terrain is
as compared to the mere distri- methods must be chosen? What incontestably more open to
bution of a passively-absorbed does learning mean, so far as the action in the developing coun-
culture, or the cost of profes- respective responsibilities of tries.
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Adult Education for Human Development
The International Confederation of Free Trade Unions organised an International Workshop on ‘Ways 

and Means in Workers Education’ in Sweden in May this year. The report of the workshop was presented to 
the 10th World Congress of the ICFTU in London in July, 1972 and to the Third International Conference 
on Adult Education in Tokyo. Extracts from the main conclusions of the workshop are given below.

1. At first sight it would appear quite logical for approach to education reveals a new way of think- 
the national trade union organisations to state that ing about education as a life-long process bunging 
the education of adults is important from an econo- quality and meaning to life.
mic point of view and to stress how many untapped 5. As youngsters see it, education is to acquire 
resources there still are in the adult population at means of learning and training ’ as the foundation 
present_ for a process as yet unknown to them. For adults,

2. But this is a narrow outlook, and would be education implies a change of attitudes in many
to distort the idea of “human resources development respects, throughout a learning and training process 
and planning”. The fundamental principle of deve- designed to equip them with tne knowledge, ability 
loping the potential resources existing in man himself and capacity to cope with tne problems which they 
implies that there must be an all-round development face in their personal life or within their community 
of his personality. Indeed, without this the very idea and to stimulate them to self-reliance through the 
of the process of development, and the Second experience and maturity they have gained through 
Development Decade itself, would lose all meaning. life itself. .

3. The need for every individual, without excep- 6. However, in the fast changing environment
tion or discrimination to be provided with a broad in which individuals and communities have to move 
education must be brought home to each and every nowadays, the need for great mobility cannot be 
member of the community, to make them fully aware dissociated from a feeling ol insecurity, the mdivi- 
of the variety of ways in which they may be able to dual has to aajust from a cultural, social and 
assist in enriching their community. Their active occupational point of view. To do so, each adult 
participation for the benefit of society as a whole must be able to understand the particular effort 
can be a positive asset, and as such this must be the required and be willing to make it. The people 
ajm 1 themselves must have the will to do this; it cannot
" ' 4. In this order of ideas, it is significant that be imposed or made compulsory from outside. This 
the trade unions underline the interdependence of is how we look at the education oi adults in the 
education and development at a time when a new seventies.
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 ̂ SWISS HELP

~' ” "",L~ “'^‘‘ Adult Education, are beginning courses for 15,000
A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  I N  T R IP U R A  river-rice farmers

The experiment does not stop merely at tradi- 
R. Bhattacliarjee, tional uses of reading and writing, however, for the

District Inspector o f Social Education, Tripura foundations have already been laid for a five-year
programme of intensive functional literacy.

THE programme of Adult Education was The national development plan of Niger calls for 
introduced in Tripura in the name of social a substantial increase in the production of rice and
education during the first part of the. fifties. It it is expected this riverine region will soon be able to

then formed a branch in the Education Department supply the needs of the entire country. As traditional
and concentrated mainly on literacy education, methods of cultivation as well as indigenous strains
Staffs were recruited by the Education Department of rice are inadequate, greater productivity requires 
and were placed under the disposal of the C.D. that modern methods be introduced and farmers be 
Blocks. Besides implementing the scheme of social taught to use them. Hence the term “functional 
education, the personnel of social education were literacy” .
assigned many other unrelated jobs. The government has also imported the so-called

Recently the field staff of Social Education have “ mirf cle strains” of the “ Green Revolution” to
been withdrawn from the Blocks and are given suppJementnat.veJow-yreldHce. Dykes have been 

e ,, , ■ , , b ,, built and substantial irrigation work carried out.
the following programmes which they do mostly And, in order to accelerate the successful develop- 
under the direct supervision of the departmental ment of the entire project, external help was sought, 
omcers. go pQPOTEC came into the picture. FOPOTEC

1. Holding of pre-Primary Schools. stands for Switzerland’s Foundation for the Accele-
2. Organising Literacy classes among men and rated Technical Promotion of Modern Man. This

women. is the first time that Unesco is collaborating with a
3. Organising Youth-club-cum-recreational private foundation on a project of this nature, 

centres. . . .  . Unesco itself has provided, through its specialists.
4. Organising Mahila Sanuties, along with the know-how and some of the equipment needed 

subsidiary-income-programme.  ̂ and continues to stimulate the work of the broad-
5. Organising ‘Sishu Rang among the adole- casting stations. FOPOTEC works with Swiss Radio 

scents. and Television services which are actively supporting
6. Nutrition programme through the pre- the experiment,

primary schools (Balwadies). A “Radio Club” broadcasts a series of program-
7. Mobile Library Service. mes jn Jerma, one of Niger’s national languages.
8 Audio-visual Service. These programmes are the results of a deliberately
Adult Education is carried out through the cultivated dialogue between government officials and 

above mentioned programmes. It is our hope that local inhabitants.
no education either formal or informal can be (Unesco features)
possible unless adults/learners are involved and ——--- — — — ——— — ......... - ........ .. -
interested. To catch up their interest the project 5) Education—learning of language and arith- 
of holding pre-primary schools was taken in hand metic
and it has proved to be quite useful in involving 6) Simple games and amusements,
people into our programme. Five community However, we experience difficulty in the field of
houses have been constructed with the contribution literacy where people appear to be less interested, 
of the people in which all our aforesaid programmes Our endeavour had been sporadic so far, but as a 
are carried out. sporadic approach always makes us uncertain about

T. activities whir-ti are undertaken in our Bal- our coverage, we intend to proceed from certain 
wartime t rp as follows-— end of a village and cover it with sufficient strength

1) Health and sanitation f  staff- In °»r °P‘nion> life' lo»S *-M 7 v  become a reality when masses have attained the
3 Personal cleaning knowledge of 3R’s We now intend to go ahead
4) Gardening vigorously with our literacy programme.
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Why Do You Want to Read? too much: it is precisely their mental isolation which
(Continued from page 16) in *he m.ajorit/  of cases is !y.Pical . for th,e iI! W e'  and, without any special incentives such as higher

one be sure that the necessary knowledge, including incomf  °r spectacular changes in the environment
technical understanding, will be provided to all the caus,ed by the establishment of a factory irrigation workers works, settlement projects or other types of migration

which provide new opportunities, one cannot hope 
Finally, it is clear that there should be something for the enduring effort a functional literacy program-

more for new literates to read than occupational me requires from its participants,
pamphlets: the pleasure of reading should be Moreover, only excellent programmes will be able 
encouraged, simple newspapers and books with good to retain people in courses and overcome the many
illustrations should be provided or made available reasons for drop-out which often make the final
to widen the horizon of the new literate, so that results disappointing. The better the programme, the
reading becomes a habit and a pleasure, as well as a lower the drop-out and the more reasons for reading
means to economic development. This may help will be found. Then the stage will be reached of that
illiterates themselves to feel their deficiency deeply newly acquired ‘curiosity,’ that interest in what is
enough to be willing to make the effort to learn to happening outside the community, which is the basis
read. However, it would be over-optimistic to expect for a genuine demand for permanent education.

COLLEGE SERVES THE . . . equipment to show films, hold this confidence is fully established
/Tnntinupd fmm nnop Q) lectures and discussions; then we the people will be willing to talk
' ■ 1 ° '  will be able to expand this service to us about their problems, the

programme. We have an by taking on a few more villages. real issues involved in such a
Ambassador car with an open At the moment we are limited by project, and their desire to help
trailer in which we pile up books the facilities available. We can- build these villages anew. We
in wooden book-shelves, and we not add more villages nor spend are also convinced that we must
take them out every Saturday more time in each village. not side with any faction in the
and Sunday. Two of us take village or take help from any
turns on driving; one day Mr. Further Development of the political party, which might
McCulloch goes and the next day Programme make this programme suspect.
I go. We would like to have a We are convinced that the We must move gradually with the 
better conveyance, meant only for first step towards the success of help of the people, under their
the Mobile Library, fitted with this project is the creation of the guidance and direction and on
book-shelves to hold up to 2,000 full confidence of the people in lines suited to their own condi-
volumes and the trailer fully our devotion and seriousness of tions of living, especially econo-
equipped with a projector and purpose in serving them. After mic, social, cultural and religious.
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