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ASSOCIATION TO PROMOTE 
VARSITY ADULT EDUCATION

A Conference of vice-chancellors held in New Delhi on December 18 established an association to 
promote University Adult Education.

IT will be known as University Adult Education knowledge in science, technology, agriculture or 
Association. Universities, colleges and individuals other fields, 

in terested in promoting adult education can
become members of the Association. „  ., . , . ,He said, some universities or secondary school

n r  n  q boards should even come forward to provide matri-° r; S' Kothan’ .Chairman of the University culation course t0 the adults. Xhis c£urse need not
G ants Commission inaugurated the conference be the same as the one offered t school students.
whjch was attended by vice-chancellors of Bombay, It could be a different course which wou]d be useful
Delhi, Kerala, Punjab and other universities. Dr. tQ adlljts
Mohan Sinha Mehta, former vice-chancellor of
the Rajasthan University and President, Indian Adult __ , .
Education Association presided. Dr- Kothan wanted universities to come closer to

the community. This would not only benefit the
Among those who attended the Conference were community, but also the universities which were at 

Shri P.B.' Gajendragadkar, Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, Dr. present more or less a depository of Western 
A.G. Pawar, Dr. S.S. Bhandarkar, Dr. B.R. Seth, cultlire, and added “ sooner we correct this im- 
Dr. Suraj Bhan, Dr. C. Narayan Pillai, Dr. V.S. balance the better it is for the country.”
Jha, Shri J.P. Naik, Dr. A.C. Joshi (Planning Com­
mission), Shri N.D. Sundravadivelu, (Joint Educa- Dr. Deshmukh, who also spoke, hoped that the 
tional Adviser), Dr. K.L. Joshi (U.G.C.), Dr. T.A. University Grants Commission would provide 
Koshy, Dr. Amrik Singh (Inter-University Board), adequate assistance to the universities for adult 
Sarvshri Sohan Singh, Jagdish Singh, R.B. Mathur education programmes, 
and S.C. Dutta. (Continued on page 2)

Among other things, the Association will orga- ------- ----------- ----- —---------- -— —----- —-------- —
nize workshop and training programmes, and pro­
vide facilitates for research and pilot projects in the Editorial Board
field of adult education.

Dr. M. S. Mehta
It will also undertake the publication of litera- Shri Maganbhai Desai

ture and bring out a journal dealing with university Shri J C Mathur I C S
adult education. Dr. T .A . Koshy

The Association is expected to serve as a “clear- Dr. H P. Saksena.
ins house” for exchange of ideas, information and published by
tion.rienCe ° f universit:~- conducting adult educa- lndian Adu/t £ducofio„ .4ssocia//on,

17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi

Inaugurating the conference, Dr. Kothari urged a f T o o -  Foretolfs
universities to offer correspondence courses and , A D
other facilities to adults who were not illiterate but .mgetopy  .......
who were most anxious to acquire or strengthen their _______ ____ ___________________ . _____



EMPHASIS ON ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMMED INSTRUCTION UNIT 
WILL YIELD BETTER RESULTS AT LITERACY HOUSE

A Programmed Instruction Unit has been set up 
Q H Rl N.D. Sundravadivelu, Joint Educational at Literacy House, Lucknow in the Teacher Training 
u  Adviser, Ministry of Education delivering the Department. Dr. H.S. Bhola heads the Unit.

valedictory address at the conclusion of the TheobjectivesofthisU nitaretostudythepossi- 
traimng cou se tor district officers, organised by the bilities of the use of self-instructional techniques in 
Department of Adult Education (N.I.E.) on Decern- the area of adult education and literacy teaching, 
b r 9 in New Delhi said, the insight and inspi- Preliminary work is now in hand for developing two 
ration acquired by the trainee—officers during programmed booklets : Working with Numbers and 
the training course might help them in implementing Better Health Habits.
the programmes of literacy and social education in a These programmed booklets as well as the experi- 
oetter way. ence 0f developing them will be shared with other

professionals in the field of instructional materials. 
Referring to the attempts made in the five year Parts of these programmed booklets will be actually 

plans to take up social/'adult education work in a big tried with new literate to study their effectiveness and 
way, he pointed out that the funds provided for this adults’ attitudinal responses to programmed texts, 
work were not as big as the situation demanded.
vvhat was worse, and which he regretted very much, DAVID WALKER
was that even that small amount was not utilised and
most of the states transferred adult education alio- 1Y/TR- DAVID M- WALKER, formerly of the 
cations to other purposes. ✓  ■‘-’'J . Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, has been

appointed Editor of Yale Reports, educational 
Analysing the factors responsible for making the radio and television service of Yale University. Mr. 

country suffer in various fields, Shri Sundra- Walker was until June, 1966, Supervisor of Informa- 
vadivelu said had we devoted attention during these tion and Adult Education Programmes, Public Affairs 
plans as much on adult education as on child Department, of C.B.C. in Toronto. He began his 
education, we would have had better results, service with C.B.C. in 1951 as a radio and television
It would have created the proper atmosphere; it producer. Later, as programme organizer, he was
would have helped child education by" reducing responsible for the development of science program-
stagnation, wastage etc. He said that it was a pity ming.
that State Governments did not realise that there was Some of the programmes for which he has been 
a close correlation between the education of the responsible were “Exploring Minds,” “Two For 
parents and the education of children. The better Physics,” “ Science Review,” “Critically Speaking,” 
the education of parents, the better the performance, “Live and Learn,” and conferences organized jointly
absorption, attentiveness and the seriousness of the with the Canadian Institute on Public Affairs,
school children and consequently better the results. His programmes have received awards from the

Japan Broadcasting Corporation and the Edison 
It was further pointed out by him that adult Foundation, 

education was a new movement. As it grows some In 1963 and 1955 he represented Canada at the 
? i  ̂ techniques already learnt become incapable of Organization for Economic Cooperation and Deve- 
implcmentation and these m aybe discarded. The lopment seminar on science and the mass media in 
principle to be followed is that of adjustment to the Paris In 1964 he was the Canadian representative 
needs of the time. at the Second International Conference on Instruc­

tion through Radio and Television in Tokyo, and in 
Shri Sundravadivelu remarked that achievements 1965 he was a member of the Jury of the Japan 

m the field of social/adult education have been Prize for Scholastic Broadcasting in Tokyo.
msignifi ant in the first three plans. If we are to —— • • ---- —■— — ■— ■------—
succeed by the end of the fourth plan we must start {Continued from page 1)
jC ''.' rhe start I*as to be made with a provision of Shri J.P. Naik thanked Dr. Kothari and others
time ^  C t'SfCS Unc* continuat>ou courses on part- who took part in the Conference.

I v‘'MSr !°u t*lose VVI'0 left their education after The General Meeting of the Association will be 
started A CMClcs> a network of libraries has to be held in May, when election of office-bearers will take 
,jt , t,° ^ ‘PPlcment the efforts made in adult place in accordance with the Constitution adopted

by the Conference. Meanwhile the Organising Com- 
in h . r mittee with Dr. Mehta as Chairman and Dr. "Amrik

lK,pt . I ; , n Sundravadivelu expressed the Singh and Shri S.C. Dutta as Secretaries will enrol 
in t),ejr‘ ; ~|A t,a" ,ces would be equally successful members and make arrangements for the Annual
meals would nrm-i i n the various SuUe Go' crn- meetin§ in May- Other members of the Committee
Ilieir i-iien-.\.Pfi d tIlem opportunities to utilise are Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, Dr. S.S Bhandarkar, Shri
th t" 'alCntS! enthus,asm and the training. H.M. Patel, Shri G.D. Parikh and Shri J P Naik



CAMPAIGN AGAINST ILLITERACY*
By Dr. Jalal Abdoh, Ambassador of Iran in India

T propose to talk today on one that the world has become through close cooperation of all
A of the experiments in which conscious of the danger of the governments and people that we

we have been engaged for a gap existing between the develop- may be able to find a solution
few years in the field of educa- ed and the under-developed for it. In fact the developing
tion; that is the campaign for countries and that efforts are countries are becoming more and
the Eradication of Illiteracy being made both on the bilateral more aware of the necessity of
which is one of the common pro- and multilateral levels for the launching a large campaign
blems of the developing coun- development of less developed against illiteracy at home, but
tries. Illiteracy could be consider- nations; although despite all these they have not been able to
ed as the most important issue efforts, the gulf existing between thoroughly cope with the pro­
facing us because as long as we the rich and the poor nations of blem because of the inadequate
are unable to overcome it, it will the world is growing wider. human and financial resources,
stand in the way of progress,
prosperity and freedom of our I don’t intend here to deal It was in this spirit that a 
people. To fully realize the with all the factors which have World Congress of Ministers of
magnitude of this issue, it suffices brought on this unhappy situa- Education on the Eradication of
to say that more than one billion tion. There are indeed political, Illiteracy was held in September
adults and children in the world economic and socialfactors which 1965 in Teheran at the invitation
are not able to read and write, hinder the developing nations on of His Majesty the Shahanshah
and the number of illiterates, far the path to progress. What I am of Iran. The conference was the
from diminishing, will be increas- trying to emphasize here, how- first of its kind to be held at so
ing further with the growth of ever, is that one of the most high a level. It was the cuimina-
population on our planet, taking significant features of develop- tion of the efforts which had been
an appalling proportion. More- ment to which adequate attention made both by individual nations
over, such an unfortunate situa- has not been directed is the need and those undertaken on the
tion is liable to affect the destiny for having the people educated as international level,
of world peace with the progress an infra-structure of any econo-
of transportation and communi- mic and social development. It Prior to the Congress inter­
cation. In fact today with the is indeed an undeniable fact that national activities had been
shrinking of distances bringing no progress can be achieved on a undertaken, particularly among
nations closer together, the world large scale if the individuals are the U.N. Organizations, and
cannot afford to have a large unaware of the necessity to adapt resolutions had been adopted. A
part of mankind afflicted by the themselves to the changing world, World Congress had been held
scourge of ignorance. thus to abandon those traditions in Rome in mid 1962 by the

which constitute bottle-necks Italian Association for the eradi-
How can we reconcile our- toward the path of moderniza- cation of illiteracy. Illiteracy

selves to the fact that, on the one tion. They should realize the problems were also discussed in
hand, the Universal Declaration need to cooperate with govern- their relation to economic and
of Human Rights establishes the ments in their endeavours. social problems by various
right of every individual to have organizations of the U.N. A
an education, and on the other Moreover, all development large number of international
hand the unhappy situation that depends on the extent to which non-governmental organizations
prevails in the "world that the the potentialities of the human also considered the possibility of
majority of its inhabitants remain resources can be mobilized, and taking part in this noble cam-
illiterate. It is disturbing to note human resources cannot be paigm On November 19, 1964
that this contradiction exists in a thoroughly utilized unless pro- the UNESCO General Conference
world that has made so many gress is made in the field of adopted a declaration on the
astonishing strides in the field of literacy and a majority of the Eradication of Illiteracy, and in
technology and science. people become literate and July 1965 an international con-

conscious of their responsibilities. ference on Public Education in
We are happy however to see Thus literacy constitutes a pro- Geneva considered the same

__...... ductive investment indispensable problem.
„ ~ — for social, cultural and economic

CV Dr Jala|SAuwir rid by. His Excellen- development. We do not propose to study
f t "  in tadS o?C ?m bS b5aT « S  here the tremendous work done
India International Centre’ New Furthermore, literacy is a by the Congress in Teheran.

mi- ’ universal problem and it is only However, several pionts deserve
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special attention in order to One of the salient features of while more than three-quarters
better understand our achieve- international cooperation should of them served 29%. However,
ments in the field of literacy. be the exchange of experiences taking into account the inade-
One of the most important con- and closer contacts between the quate number of teachers and
elusions of the Congress was vhat countries concerned, particularly the lack of adequate financial
literacy is no longer a purely among the developing countries means, it was not possible for
educational matter and teaching which are faced with a similar us to cope with this problem
problem, but to an ever increasing predicament. properly without devising new
extent, a social, economic and ways and means under which
cultural imperative which must Along this line I propose to the education of the population
take its place in the life of the brief you on the efforts that are of our rural areas could be
country gaining the support of the being made in Iran and what has promoted, 
nation as a whole. already been accomplished. I might

point out that our achievements The need for education was 
It was also made clear that have been recognized as a success- being felt even more after the

there is no contradiction between ful experiment not only by the liquidation of the feudal
the development of the school Teheran Congress but also by system with the implemen-
system on the one hand and the UNESCO and the U.N. tation of the agrarian reforms,
Illiteracy Campaign on the other. as the villagers had to discharge
Schooling and the Illiteracy At this point, I would like to new responsibilities entrusted to 
Campaign supplement and sup- draw your attention to the them under the new democratic
port each other; therefore, the programme of the “Literacy system which they were not able
Congress came to the conclusion Corps,” the main task of which to do without having the mini-
that international education plans is4o teach the majority of our mum of elementary education,
should include schooling for rural population how to read
children and literacy training for and write. It is estimated that Moreover, with the emancipa- 
adults as parallel elements. more than 70% of the 26 million tion of women and the recogni-

of Iran’s total population live in tion of their right to vote, women
Another point of interest was approximately 55,000 isolated villagers had to be educated,

that literacy should not be con- villages. These people produce enabling them to properly exer-
sidered as an end in itself, but more than 30% of the country’s cise their democratic rights,
it should be regarded as a way national income. However, their particularly because the number
tor preparing man for a social, living conditions had been very of literate women in villages was
civic and economic role. In low before we implemented our much less than men. Further-
other words, it is not enough to Agrarian Reform. With the more, the men who were totally
teach adults how to read and implementation of Agrarian ignorant could not realize how
write. Literacy training should Reform, we realized that their much they might gain from the
go beyond that, and should in- standard of living was low not cooperation of women in conduct-
elude some kind of training to only because the peasants did ing their work, and such co­
show man how to improve his not own the land they tilled, but operation could not be realized
standard of living and increase also because they lacked know- unless women considered them-
. Productivity how to parti- ledge about modern agricultural selves as equals to men. It was

cipate m civic life and how to means and methods. Conse- obvious that illiterate women
understand his surroundings. quently, illiteracy was one of the could not even visualize such

reasons why our peasants were equality.
Another point which was not able to produce enough to

brought up was that it is not maintain a decent livelihood. In May I add that with the
enough to give education to the fact, while 84% of the children establishment of the “Literacy
people without the opportunity to of the urban population had Corps” , we have been able to
maintain it steadily, otherwise, the privilege of attending school, cope with another problem which
evenm m u ™  ° nly, 24% of the children of.the is the unemployment of young
' rt t0 illiteracy. rural areas had been given this high school graduates. As you

it o/a- iisn ti t 'I,*. opportunity. To illustrate fur- may know, we have had compul-
n  v could not h - 'V *  ^ e r  the lack of schooling in sory military service for almost

rr& K r& .syr

various nations to stamp it om served 71"' * of th«» used t0 recruit as many men ast served /L /0 ot the population, were needed and the rest would
4



wait until a later date. Thus quarters and introduce better married there, and a great
many high school graduates housing by using the available ber of them who like t
were wasting their time until they materials on the spot. They show and wish to become profess
could find suitable jobs. That them hovv to use insecticides, teachers are given special training
is to say that a large number of fertilizers, and agricultural to develop their skill and compe- 
them were not able to enroll machinery. tence, but only those who have
in the universities nor were the ability and aptitude for
been able to find a job through In those villages in which a further advancement are given
which they could earn their specialist has not been assigned, such training and become profes-
living and usefully spend their they do a great deal towards sional teachers. Some of the
energy. Our young men might raising the social standards of best teachers are given the eppor-
have gone astray and caused farmers, particularly girls and tunity to go, with all expenses
unrest had we not been able to women who have not even been paid, to some of the best univer-
use them in some kind of civic considered as members of their sities either in Europe or the
service. All of these reasons society for centuries. In the U.S. for further studies. This
induced our enlightened Sover- political field they also help the incentive, as much as the sense
eign to issue the order concerning members of the isolated villages of patriotism with which the
the formation of the “Literacy to become more integrated in the Iranians have been inspired, has
Corps” on October 12, 1962 on Iranian Community, and at the helped to create a spirit of
Mehregan Day. (This day is one same time they show them how to pioneering in the younger genera-
of our national ‘festivities’ which elect the members of the Village tion. And it is gratifying to see
is also celebrated here in India Council or the equity judges who that those young high school
by the Parsi Community.) are taken from the most morally graduates in remote villages who

and intellectually qualified mem- had dreamed previously of be-
The main feature of the bers of the community. coming white collar civil servants

Order was to use the high are now performing their work
school graduate conscripts for As to the expenditures of the in rural areas with diligence and
teaching the inhabitants of rural Education Corps, there is a great sense of duty and dedica-
areas, both adults and children. thorough cooperation between tion. To be more concrete, let
With a view to enable these the Ministry of Education and us give you some figures. So far
young high school graduates Iranian Army. The Army parti- the “Literacy Corps” has taught
to discharge the task entrust- cipates in the military training of 1,600,000 children and adults and
ed to them with competence the members of the “Literacy assisted peasants in the construc-
and devotion, they have to be Corps,” along with the provision tion or repair of more than 7,000
given some kind of training and of army facilities. Their educa- elementary schools, 2,500 mosques
so the young conscript undergo tional training as well as their and 2,500 public baths. They
an intensive training for four salary is being handled by the have helped them with the
months. Only after having taken Ministry of Education. It is to be construction of more than 20,000
training in teaching and com- noted that most of the time the kilometers of good roads as well
munity development along with villagers provide living quarters as 7,000 bridges,
some military education, they are for the “Literacy Corps” man
Sent to villages. Once in villages and a classroom for schooling. To illustrate what I have said, 
| lley start their main task of In some classes where these I would like to refer to the state-
caching. In the first grade facilities cannot be found easily, ment made by Mr. Kirpal, Secre-
cllildren between six and twelve they use the open air or mosques tary to the Ministry ofEducation,
are admitted, and at the same or any other convenient premises at a function sponsored by the
time they teach adults in evening available. Indo-Iran Society last year. He
classes. They provide villages came to the conclusion that the
Wlth a small library and reading Let us now review the result example set by Iran should be
material for those who become and effect of the implementation followed by India. Mr. Baig
iterate. They also organize of this scheme. As yet almost the former Ambassador of Indie
recreational groups and boy-scout 30,000 young men have served or in JV er . in an article that
groups. These are some of the are serving as members of the appeared in the Hindustan Times
general duties of the “Literacy Education Corps. Naturally on October 26, 1966, said, amonu
Lorps,” but they also have other those term of military service has other things, that the Liu-rac
unctions to fulfil both in the come to an end are released to Corps would he an a sv.

economic and social spheres. obtain other occupations or they some of the student unrest, since
Accordingly they help farmers to may continue their studies at the India docs not haver, conscript
mprovc their sanitation by help- universities. But a considerable system for milimry ser\ ice there

iem drill wells for drinking number of them have chosen to arc no conscripts to be utilised
water) construct shower baths; stay at the villages where they as members , i the Literac,
eparate livestock from living have taught. Some of them get Corps.H ow ever.it lias recently
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been intimated in official circles their compatriots who never tional literacy. It succeeded in
of your country that some kind before had the chance to receive raising considerable amount of
of compulsory civic service might medical care. money for this purpose by
be contemplated so that the inducing all the citizens who can
energy of the young dynamic There is also a “Development afford it, civil servants, army
generation could be used profit- Corps” composed of high school officers, businessmen, even
ably for the country’s develop- graduate conscripts who have labourers to donate one-day
ment- been given special training for of their annual incomes to the

Community Development and special fund set up for combating
From what I have said, you they are also sent to rural areas illiteracy,

cam see that Iran has tried to use to assist their fellow peasants in
both its human and financial re- the development works. A pilot experiment is being
sources, including its military carried out in one of our pro­
facilities, for helping its former In passing, may I say that we vinces, Kazvin, and the results
tenants, the present farmers, not have just devised another scheme achieved there are most encoura-
only to be able to read and write, under which the university ging.
but also that the larger part of students during the three month
its inhabitants who live in rural vacation period are sent to rural There are, however, other
areas might be able to enjoy a areas to help peasants improve possibilities for utilizing all our
better life and gain more aware- their way of living. This period human resources which have
ness of their civic responsibilities. is counted as part of their military not yet been fully explored until

service. a few months ago when the
I also wish to point out that Women’s Organization initiate

apart from the Literacy Corps we It is gratifying to note that a new scheme. The main idea 
have two other corps. One is the population of the rural is that since only men are cover-
the " Health Corps Scheme” under areashaving realized for them- ed by our conscription law,
which high school graduates who selves the remarkable results members of the Literacy Corps
would like to serve as nurses and achieved through the activities could only be selected among
medical doctors become members of the Literacy Corps, are show- them. There was no systematic
>'■1 medical teams sent to rural ing more and more interest in arrangement for using female
areas to give farmers medical giving their full cooperation to high school graduates for this
care. These teams are well pro- implementation of the scheme. pose or for similar purposes such
vided with medical equipment They show more and more as working in villages as social
and ambulances. Each team is awareness of the fact that they workers. Their services could
composed of a general practi- cannot discharge their responsi- be used particularly because
tioner, surgeon, dentist, eye bilities as heads of their families heads of families in villages were
specialist and nurses for 30 to 40 and as citizens without partici- reluctant to send their3 girls to
villages within their jurisdiction, pating effectively and working the Literacy Corps classes which
and they visit their respective shoulder to shoulder with mem- were run bv male instructors

llave 4S P h S ' , ,  PrCSeMlyH "HbeK ° f ,he Literacy Corps' A"d S«erally they " used to
nllr  I S  * ,^  teamT,S? read a11 A take their wives to the night
m  h f L t  m P ' i J  (1S n°[e'  Another step which has been classes with them,orthy that medical doctors, who taken towards the Eradication
S j ! e!;n!elUCtahnt ' n the pasl  of Illiteracy is the establishment It was because of these diffi-
to go to Milages, show more and of a National Committee against culties that the Women’s Organi-

° e interest in serving rural Illiteracy under the auspices of zation is setting up with the
aie is, and some of them actually the Shahanshah. This committee cooperation of UNESCO scheme
oHh»C n»°rtway ihete- nAV ° ne is being conducted under the under which 50,000 female high
r re ce 0-^ Medical’ Ed^caSn' | uldance of Her Royal Highness school graduates will be sent to
„ , , , Vlecj!cal. tducatl°u> Princess Ashraf, who shows a rural areas withir n period of
‘ -n 1 y held in Delhi, was felling great interest both in the struggle ten years after having been

he results achieved are pro- against illiteracy and women’s given one year of trainffig A
x r ' r -  Na,ional ? r Dg “ S f o f S T u i p o s d,. , > ,, ~ 10 Sl-ay m Literacy Committees campaign is being established in *

“ S ^ r M i S  «  tom,t  r “
of lealth or in ho ffitals where dili J  f.Comm,ttee ,s W°r Teuheran> where the girl volunteers
they wers not getting The onnor f d n l t s o f r  T  peT adl" 8 who Serve as social workers will
tunity to s e e p a f e  andPEto I S l , ? 0* .themselves to get a thorough training in corn-
exp uicnce, now’they take it ; f a  S m S ,0W *  J  tun ity  development, particularly
challenge to go to th.e rural areas finaliv to « ° ’ • J 03.1?06 first-aid, home economics, handi-
aml give medical care to those of intensive' 3 • st' ective and crafts and teaching. The social

to tn o seo t intensive experiments m func- workers will teach only women
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class* beld'b “ he mem- UNESCO "“ uND 'a im S ^ 'a !  S  ™  * «
bers of the Lilerac, Corps. Cna„eing°  t h e ' ^ p a igT ? o  . f i  v \ ° » PS ?  J ? S £

x . .v  , _ . undertaken towards the eradica- are being studied at the inter

S lls ll  3533S*
t ™ ?  putUChin.oCheeffeor T v  t h T  C ^ e S  PT eS? AShraf ‘°r 0ar Na,ional Committee is. it licCe, they the General Conference of continuin'1 its re s e a rc h  on the

w m mareas where assigning girls by f e t S T  o ^ U N E # ”^ ^
diffic'u Presf V ome world appreciation for this noble formation Any exchange of
difficulties at least m the begin- initiative. It is to be hoped that experiences bSJeen o u f  two 

8 other countries will follow this countries will be most fruitful in
TJ. „ t _ example. Up to now, only the the matter
Finally, the efforts of Iran following countries expressed 

toward the eradication of illite- their desire to do likewise: Let me conclude that it is only
racy have not been only con- TUNISIA, MALI and the IVORY through the full utilization of our 
med to our own country. The COAST. It is highly desirable human resources that we can 
shahanshah of Iran has taken that the great powers do likewise assure a steady social and eco- 

mit‘a.tlf  t0 he.,p intensify taking into account that the nomic progress of our people and 
eliorts which are being made at major part of the world military this cannot be realized without 
me international level toward the expenditures are carried out by freeing men and women from the 
eradication of illiteracy. Taking them. A small part of this darkness of ignorance and con- 
mto account the fact that most budget will go a long way to- «luering for them the light of 
°m- nations which are still ward the attainment of our goal knowledge, 
afflicted with illiteracy usually g T, . T , . .

bod human and particularly Government toward e x te n d ^  S  l ? E ' S .  f 'S  financial resources to effectivelv thp ctrnooi^ A, • dxter!ding acy. In doing so both nations 
Undertake lhe namunion i i t° ° tBe- in êrnatl°nal will follow the traditional struggle
S h a h t t h  stated Pfn8 iris Z t t  Convinced that the that they have had throughout
augural address at the World hnth hv o ”dljaV0TUrs. undertaken their entire history and that is 
Congress of the Ministers of themselves a n d ^ th e  “ ted ^  ^ l ^ w r t o o ^ i n ^ t S  
W0S ti0nn ,ast year’ H fhat thC Nations Organizations have sue- eradicationW ignorance from the

' " ^ e v e r y w h e r e  a entire world. 8
billion dollars. He went on to ' ------------------—-----------—-----------------------------------
say that less than l/30th of the Just out

nual military expenditure would
people reSCUe 700 mi Ui?n The Implications of Continuous Learningf opie from ignorance, and he

r§ed the governments to devote by
each year a negligible portion of

ieir military budgets to this Roby Kidd
fnf j* • Work of international Pr- p - , ASolidarity. Price Rs 2.50 or §1.00 abroad

r  alsd expressed the readi- Can be had from :
effort °L  5 ? n ■ t0 extend their
anH -t ’uternational level; T
this yearTfu T* tBe beginning of Indian Adult Education Association

one day’s w p e n d itu Je ^ u S ’̂ OT I 17"B IndraPrastha Ma'S> New Delhi (India)
military budget to the amount of
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The Role of Mass Media of Communication in the
Eradication of Illiteracy"

Jagdish Singh
Asstt. Educational Adviser, Ministry o f Education

TDEFORE we examine the possibilities of the sung by experienced singers with a sense of devotion 
modern media of mass communications for the and prayer. Readings from Ramayana and Maha- 
eradication of illiteracy, let us review briefly the bharata would get a good gathering around a person 

traditional mass media which have been in vogue in who can read these classics with a spirit of religious 
this country since ages past. As we are all aware, devotion.
the spoken word of the saint and leader has been The best visual presentation of a religious epic 
the means of communion with his disciples. This that I can think of is the annual festival of Ramlila 
has been the one effective bond though the physical followed by Dussehra celebrations. Since our child- 
presence of the Prophet in itself exercised a much hood and for generations past, this story has been 
greater influence. Fully conversant as he was with dramatised and has created an impact on the mind 
the traditions of India, Mahatma Gandhi utilised of each child. No epic of Hindu religion is as well- 
this medium to a great advantage. Those of us who known to the masses as the life of Rama, Sita, 
had the privilege of listening to him would, no Laxman and so-called demon Ravana. We can call 
doubt, bear testimony to the fact that in his post- this the first effective indigenous audio-visual presen- 
prayer addresses he spoke a very simple language, tation of a medium which has been used effectively 
expressed home-truths in his owrt chaste language, for purposes of mass communication of a great epic.
He was not physic illy a very impressive personality Folk songs and, in a way, folk tales have also 
but his spoken word cast a spell on his audience, been used as a very successful medium of mass 
His ascetic life and simple home-truths could sway communication during the period when printing had 
the masses. not yet come into vogue. Even though the radio and

Another of our great leaders whose spoken words newspaper have now come into prominence, the folk 
stirred the souls of people was the late Pandit song still has its value as will be evident from the 
Jawaharlal Nehru. He could rise to great heights part it played, particularly in the rural areas, during 
while speaking on the stage. He would just start the Indo-Pakistan conflict last year. What an inspi- 
tnir.king aloud on the platform and, at times, spoke ration the folk songs gave and the thrilling effect 
incoherent sentences. His ideas would run faster they had on the masses can be guaged only by those 
tnan his words. But his magnetic personality would who had an opportunity of moving among the 
thrnl his audience. Immediately after the sad demise masses during this period. Quite a few of these folk 
or Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, his successor, was able songs were written by those people who were not 
to carry his people with him during the Indo- very highly educated but they knew the mood of the 
lakistan conflict last year. His spoken words nation. Their contribution in forging a sense of 

acarne as elective during those times. The great unity and infusing a spirit of nationalism cannot be 
ovation and the enthusiastic receptions that he belittled.
nfC<T 7  7 C'oyVhere durirJ,? and -iust at the conclusion These are some of the traditional media of mass 

aklstan conflict give enough proof of communication which still hold sway among the 
va uc that his spoken words had acquired. masses and are effective instruments which can be
, jicn we listen to the recorded speeches of these used, with advantage, for educational purposes. The 

three leaders, they do have s une influence on us and possibilities of these media have not yet been 
bring vividly before our minds eyes the context in explored to the full.
tlimv SthT„ ° J ;hose sP^e<;!ies were made. But cer- Let us now consider some of the most modern 
wor-ls ” ! n° Su^3tl ute or t îe'r “spoken technical media of mass communication—-the news-

i' oI tlir„ . ' . .  paper, the radio and television. Of the three the
been utili-vd in thf It fn0ther medlum winch has newspaper is an established institution and has great 
ThcL are the s n v c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  potentialities. Most of us are perhaps used to read- 
devotional enniK * L  16 °reaj  ProP]}ets and their ing the English language newspaper. If we ever
o f ' he plonh-tf‘of1?I J 1;0?1’110165 :rom the lives happen to glance through a cross-section of the daily -
blograph/r^stifl -wspapers in Indian languages, we shall notice Z
tioifal songs of Tnl« Da Fa S  l J  r  ™ marked difference m approach and m coverage. It
Nanak, and other holy saints s t f f l t h r i l l S f i - S l % th° langua# e newspaper which circulates'.ii. thrill the masses if among the masses and exercises a healthy or un­

healthy influence. We have not yet succeeded in 
"II liv R , K  HhicMtinmi ri-lc .*si?n South Pacific Seminar JjJ1 . ng tll,s medium much tor educational purposes.
Literacy iid<i in New Dr-ihî n o-aob-H9fi6 the 1'''omotic>” of , unn8 the indo-Pakistan conflict, there was great

°Kr ,966' hunger for news even among the rural masses as



was the case in urban areas. The brief edited utilising this opportunity for putting into the hands
news broadcasts on the All India Radio could not of neo-literate adults such leaflets and illustrated
satisfy the appetite of the masses. This was the books relating to the heroic deeds of our brave
time when we should have put into the hands of soldiers and airmen on the battle front. Such publi-
these people a small newspaper catering to their cations must reach the masses within a couple of
needs and thus satisfying their appetite for the latest days otherwise they lose their value and become past
news on the war-front, the heroic deeds of our history.
Jawans, the sacrifices made by the valient soldiers
and airmen of the Indian Army and Air Force. These As aQ educational medi radio can be 
inmemorable adventures have created a grea effective provided the educational broadcasts are 
impression on the entire nation. .Even if a great properly integrated with the adult literacy pro- 
majority of the rural population is illiterate, they PraP ra' s. u ^ d  as most le are tQ 1]Steni P in
are not ignorant nor are they cut off from the mam- ^  a light entertainment programmes on th f air, 
stream of the Indian community It was a sight to we w* uld fike to watch thP r| sults Can adul
see these people crowding around the solitary news- Hte instruction be imparted on the radio, parti- 
paper which may have reached a v. lage, a bus stop cularl/ 10 the vast iiliteratP population of th ’ rural 
or a tea stall. These people liked to hear the lates afea /  We m have a few jects in selected
news on the radio but they also liked to supplement State_ It is quite evident thatPsuchPJ io programmes 
hese news w. h what appeals in the newspaper. can on] Sl̂ plement and not lace theP individual

Unfortunately the language of the daily newspaper instructfon parted by the teacher. During the next 
,s such that it is not easily intelligible to the illiterate f fimctiP nal liteJaCy howeverj radlo°can p!ay
or semi-literate rural population. Even the Hindi a *ery useful role by ^ y of broadcasting s Pifiyc
S iJ r to o d ® “ y ̂ t h e l  The '  high-flown'0l i S y  Programmes in furtherance of improving their pro­
language of the newspaper and the type of Hindi [ {T̂  rudimenta'ry knowledge o f ' reading and
language being used on the All India Radio is no ^  be t0 avail *f iMtructionba, pro.
akin to their spoken language except in the rural ^  wityh ard to the use of im d sePedS)
broadcasts. The best way to do this would be to ferti!izers. better° means of cultivation which mayhave a special two or four-paged supplement to a]so be put into prjnt in smajj juustrated booklets as
daily newspaper in a simple language and bold pt . a f0u0W.up Qf the programmes on the radio. The
There can be no more effective lnstrum talks and booklets will supplement each other thus
sustaining the newly acquired literacy of adult . resulting in an integration of audio-visual media,
book captures the attention of the people as quickly
as the daily newspaper, hot with news both national , , . . , . ■
and international. This supplement should contain The radio can also be instrumental in imparting 
latest news on current topics which interest the training to social education workers of various
common people. It should reach the rural areas as categories. A successful social education worker in
soeedilv as the daily newspaper through their own one reg*on ?an recount his experiences for the benefit
means of transport like public buses, milk sellers etc. of workers in another region. The methods that he
A daily newspaper becomes stale the next day so has found effective may serve as guide to his co-
would a special newspaper for neo-literate adults, workers Similarly, programme-oriented broadcasts
No Government department can produce a news- for the benefit of adult education workers may be
paper of this nature as quickly as is required. I found to be quite useful. In order to derive the
would therefore, suggest that if this medium of mass maximum advantage rom such programmes advance
communication s to be made use of, the only P in in g  will have to be done so that field workers
successful way of doing this would be to subsidise m different regions and states are aware of such
selected Indian language newspapers and encourage programmes and can listen in at the specified hours,
them to produce two or four-paged supplements for would also be necessary to have such programmes 
neo-literate adults. They have an established m the regional and local languages,
machinery for news reporting, printing and the
normal channels of quick circulation to the remotest The possibilities of the use of television as an 
parts of the country. educational medium for the eradication of illiteracy

have still to be studied and explored in this country.
Another medium of mass communication to which School broadcasts have been tried, with a large

I made a reference a short while ago is the common measure of success. The number of television sets
folk songs. It was interesting to watch how small is, however, so small that the maximum benefit from
pamphlets^ containing folk songs relating to the such programmes has not yet been obtained. If and
heroic deeds of 011^  Jawans were being sold at 25 when television sets are available in the rural area,
paise or 50 paise each during the Indo-P.ukistan war. this audio-visual medium can be utilised to a great
A hawker would sing songs from these in the bazar, advantage. It will, however, take 11s some time
gather a crowd around him and succeed in selling before we can think in terms of this particular
quite a few copies during the day. We missed medium Of mass communication.
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WORKERS’ EDUCATION IN PERSPECTIVE
Dy Dr. Abbas Ammar

Deputy Director General, ILO, Geneva

ANY institution, if it is to be approach or not, it is a fact which much define the guiding princi-
effective, should be able to cannot be ignored and which pies of an activity of this nature
make the necessary adjust- should help us to understand bet- and which should provide the

ments to meet new needs and to ter the position of trade unions real perspective of this kind of
cope with additional or different in many developing countries work. Education, in the proper
responsibilities. Trade unions and some of the problems which sense of the word—and this is
are no exception to this rule: on they are facing, at both the equally applicable to workers’
the contrary, they have been national and international levels. education—must aim in the first
confronted with this difficult Because they can be powerful instance at developing the ability
challenge and have been called forces of tremendous influence, of those concerned to think
upon to reconsider their role in and because they constitute one independently and objectively
a rapidly changing society and of the few organised groups in and to maintain their integrity
to define their position in relation their respective countries, the when they need to pass a judg-
to other institutions which at unions have become either a ment or make a decision. Here
present are helping to shape the target of attack or a focal point it must be remembered that until
future destiny of the world. of attraction for various internal very recent times most of the

Develooine countries in narti- and external interests. workers in developing countries
cular wm hlve to eive th s had little opportunity even to
question very seriousgatten£n  . Unfortunately, for historical enjoy their right to basic educa-
and make every possible effort reasons and because of lack of non and have the efore grown
to approach it in the right way. clear understanding of the exist- up seriously handicapped^ a |
There is a widesnread feeline m8 reahties in many regions of poorly equipped to stand on an
amnno Hip wm io nf r. , the world, andaiso because of equal footing with those who
tries that during the many yenrs f r e l u c t a n c e  in certain quar- have had educational facilities in
when they were under some sort er* to Fecognise the need for their earlier years,
nf tmctoAcUir. a trade unions as dynamic mstitu-
changes they experienced were tions and foF them to adoPt t0 0ne of the basic obiectives of 
impofed with H lX  “ five on PFessin§ tsoaial and . “ “  a £ * % £ £their part, and that conflicting changes trade unions in develop- must therefore be to prepare
views were expressed and in- mg countries have not ye been trade unionists to manage their
consistent policies followed in able, *° assumef ,their / u11 role, own affairs without interference
regard to the transformation of nor havfe they yet been altogether from outside and to train leaders
existing traditional institutions to successful in making the contn- from amongst the workers them-
more viable patterns which could bution which could be expected selves who are capable of dis-
make a real impact on their daily from a force ° \  this magn‘tude. charging such responsibility and
lives and help them to find Tbey are runn.ing .the risk that exercising effective influence in
effective solution to their difficult m.uch of their time and effort matters of real concern to the
and complicated problems. Recent will be wasted on questions which workers. Unless and until this
developments in many of "the bav.e httle to do with basic objective is achieved, it will be
newly independent countries have national or international matters, extremely difficult for the trade
shown that their faith in the w'tb the word at large—including union movement to maintain its
validity of imported social insti- the workers themselves-paying integrity or to resist pressure
tutions has been shaken, and a dearly for this seriolls under- from outside,
number of them have been trying utilisation of the enormous
seriously to find a way out of potentialities of the working But, as with other types of
this dilemma. In this process population. leadership, union leaders have to
they also realise that they cannot reflect honestly and fully the as-
justreso itto  national traditional These are important facts pirations of their fellow workers, 
institutions, as they are fully which have to be taken fully into and to prevent abuse of the
aware that with the repercussions account in framing a workers’ power entrusted to them by the
of technological advance and the education programme with special rank and file of the trade union
interdependence which exists in reference to developing countries. membership. The real safeguard
the world at present a move in Serious attention has to be for running any institution on a
this direction would be catas- g'ven not ordy to the contents democratic basis is the continu-
trophic. ° ‘ the programme and the ing alertness of all concerned to

Whether one acrees v ith il k ®odahUM of its implementation the key issues involved, and their
Whether one agrees with tins but also to the philosophy which ability to elect their leaders freely,
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and to take an active part in the rights and privileges? And, in mobilise fully human potentiali-
work of the institution, and regard to all these questions, can ties, to secure equal opportunities
ensure that their chosen leaders workers’ education be of help? for their citizens and to main
adhere to their terms of reference These are very real questions tain a balance between social
and refer back to their colleagues which deserve serious considera- and economic development. The
all matters which they do not tion and deep reflection on the workers, as an important and
have clear authority to deal with. part of trade unions all over the numerically very large sector of
It is the only way for workers’ world, as it is not sufficient to the population, have every justi-
organisations to reach the neces- accept preconceived dogmas, nor fication for pressing their claims
sary level of maturity and avoid is it convincing to argue on the to secure a fair share of the
the risk of prejudicing the basic basis of traditional conceptions national income, which should
interests of the membership as a and historical formulae. Refer- be compatible with their contri-
whole. ence has already been made to butions to the social and econo-

the need for institutions, includ- mic development of their respec-
For proper management of ing trade unions, to be dynamic tive societies. At the same time,

any institution it is unavoidable organs able to adjust to addi- they might willingly accept to
to have an organisational hierar- tional demands and to cope with make sacrifices in the interest of
chy, but this needs to be en- new situations. The unions have their nations but they would
visaged as a means of harmonis- always faced this test and there certainly expect other sectors
ing all legitimate interests and of is at present an awareness in of the population to do the
building bridges between sectors many developing countries of the same. This is all the more true
of the group whose strength need to re-examine the role of because the great majority of the
depends on its understanding, trade unions in these emerging workers in developing countries
solidarity and unity. From top new societies—an exercise to be have suffered considerable
to bottom, every member— carried out objectively and with injustice and are still suffering
through education—must be respect for the fundamental from very low wages, very poor
trained to accept this basic princi- principles emphasised in the ILO conditions of work and life, and
pie and—again through education Constitution and the Declara- lack of security.
—the gap between the so-called tion of Philadelphia, in the
elite and the rank and file must United Nations Charter of Hu- Nevertheless, new nations, for 
be narrowed so that common man Rights, and further reflect- lack of adequate resources, can
understanding is promoted and ed in various international only cope with all justified
harmony achieved. This is the standards. demands gradually and therefore
way in which members of the need full co-operation and great
same organisation develop their If these requirements are understanding from all sectors
sense of “ belonging” and begin met, and if it is clearly under- of the population. They know
to feel that they have something stood that the trade unions that every possible effort has
in common which is worth themselves are fully competent to be made to raise the level of
defending. Once this basis of to have the primary responsibility productivity and to accelerate
action is attained, a trade union for a review of this kind, this economic and social development,
will be able to have a solid front initiative should be welcomed. thus maintaining a balance bet-
capable of resisting any pressure It sould prove to be a means of ween rights and duties. In this
and of standing firmly in support strengthening workers’ move- perspective, the workers are an
of its integrity and the interests ments and of giving trade unions essential factor in the growth of
of its membership and of the more impetus. It should thus the national economy and a
workers generally.” help to strengthen this very decisive force in the success of

important institution just any development plan. Objective-
I.L.O’s Interest at a time when it is being called Jy, it is difficult to question the

But why is the ILO interested upon to undertake new functions. need for accelerated development,
in the growth of a strong trade to play a more effective role in and it may be equally difficult
union movement capable of a rapidly changing world and to for the trade unions not to
maintaining its integrity and contribute its efforts to the respond sympathetically to ap-
indeper.dence? Have trade unions, struggle for social justice and peals for concerted action in this
in particular in developing coun- better living conditions for direction. This of course requires
tries, a role to play in shaping people of different rationalities, on their part adequate know-
the future of their societies and race or creed. ledge of many very complicated
a contribution to make to their . questions and deep insight into
social and economic develop- Naturally, the mam preoccu- the broad social and economic
ment? Or are they exclusively pation of emerging nations at problems involved. Workers’
concerned with defending the present is to develop their education must therefore give
interests of their members and resources, to ensure equitable due attention to these wider issues
securing for them the maximum distribution of their wealth, to and play an important role in
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preparing the workers for this national plans, to be represented did not satisfy the a p
task and training them to discharge on management and training the workers or eradica p y
responsibilities which require boards, to sit on parliamentary and misery. Now it 1 y
understanding, courage and im- committees and elected assemblies, to be hoped that
agination. It has to be remembered This is a big and exciting chal- participation of the w ‘
that the workers will be dealing lenge which needs to be taken selves in shaping ie u
with questions of this nature to- seriously if it is to serve a useful their emerging na ions,
gether with other influential and purpose and achieve real results. through Internationa co-op 1
rather privileged groups—govern- It is a golden opportunity for the tion, it will be possi e -
mental, employers and others— workers to prove that they are the dawn of a new era i
and unless they are fully pre- really a solid force to be recog- realise a world society in _
pared and adequately informed nised, which is capable of making human beings can enjoy iappi
they might prejudice their posi- a real contribution, not only to ness, material and social security
tion and fail to safeguard their the formulation of social and and peace.
own interests. economic policies, but also to- All this seems to me very

wards effective implementation of relevant to the whole evolution
The tendency at present pre- these policies in the interest of of workers’ education programmes

vailing in many developing the nation as a whole. Building in developing countries—-a Q1125
countries is to associate trade up a nation is not an easy task. tion which cannot oe iscusse
unions more closely with the It cannot be achieved by wishful in vacuum or dealt with wi tou
work of all organs responsible thinking and impressive slogans; a touch of .guidmg philosophy,
for the future development of it requires very hard work and Success in this field will therelore
these countries and to recognise serious thinking, and, above all, depend on how much serious
the important role they can play an objective approach and a thinking we are prepared to
in economic and social fields. scientific attitude. In the past devote to these programmes and
They are called upon to advise this responsibility was left to a on the spirit in which we carry
on income and wages policies, to small minority which (without them out in practice,
participate iu the formulation of underestimating its achievement) Labour Education
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t For complete Block Development depend upon our Roll-up Black Boards. \

l The Development of a block is not complete unless and until all the |
l members in the block are literate. |

I '{1 ■.»'.$ "Megh” marked slated Roll-up Black Boards have been doing literacy |
|  work for tho last 36 years with great success. |

They satisfy all the needs of workers in the field of Block Development. |

|  They ar el famous for their Quality, Utility and Serviceability. i

They have been tested and patronised by various officers in charge of I 
Block Development Centres. i

................ .......*................*................ .............................................. .................................
For testimonials and literature please write immediately to ;— |

i (0 )  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., |
X ve-. Post Box No. 24., s

BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDIA. |
r  • W i t '» •■ *:<!: *  I lliV 'f t l l tl l l ll l t i l  (* lili! liii:il"8 : l!U i!M M :l» a a n t i i i t i i i i t l t i i l l  'iiinuaiiH iitiilJliitknitiM  «n*M itIiB > iij|R iii(iiiiiR (iiu i|||i|i|i|||R iiw  ^  »
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Asian-South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education

THE Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Educa- Pacific Bureau of Adult Education, and thirty-three 
tion recently held a Regional Conference in delegates representing eleven countries and territories 
New Delhi. Some members of the Indian Adult in the area, enrolled as founder members of the new 

Education Association might like to know a little Bureau. Less than two years later membership has 
more about this organisation which was formed only increased to over 180, representing the leading adult 
two years ago. The following notes have been sup- educators in a number of Asian and South Pacific 
plied by Arnold Hely, National Secretary of Adult countries stretching from India in the east, to Japan 
Education in New Zealand, who is the Hon. Secre- in the west and from Thailand in the north to New 
tary of ASPBAE. Zealand in south—in all twelve countries and two

“One encouraging result of the Unesco World island territories.
Conference on Adult Education held in Montreal in Since its foundation, the Bureau has been closely 
1960 has been the emergence of a programme of associated with three major regional conferences and 
planned and continuing consultation and co-operation has, organized (in association with the Philippine Adult 
between adult educators in the Asian-South Pacific educators) a fourth conference. The first was the 
area—particularly in South and South-East Asia. very important Leverhulme Conference on ‘South- 

During the Montreal Conference, delegates from East Asian Universities in Adult Education’ held in 
the South-East Asian countries met the delegates the University of Hong Kong in October 1964; the 
from Australia and New Zealand to plan follow-up second was the WFUNA Regional Conference on 
programmes for the regional area of South Asia. ‘Teaching about the United Nations in Schools and 

It was agreed at Montreal that the Saigon Con- Adult Education’ held at the University of Malaya,
ferencc on Adult Education (already proposed) should Kuala Lumpur; then there was the conference in
be the first in a planned series of seminars and con- Manila attended by approximately fifty Philippine 
ferences in the Asian-South Pacific area, aimed at adult educators representing fourteen institutes and 
carrying on the work of the Montreal conference. It agencies concerned with adult education in the 
was further agreed that the Saigon Conference should Philippines.
deal with adult education in its Asian context under A third regional conference was held in 1966 in 
two headings ‘Adult Education in the Urban Setting New Delhi in co-operation with the Indian Associa-
in Asia’ and ‘Adult Education in the Rural Setting tion of Adult Education. The theme of the 1966
in Asia.’ The Saigon Conference was planned for conference w as‘The Role of Educational Institutions 
late 1961 or early 1962. in the promotion of Literacy’. This conference was

It was further agreed that the Saigon Conference proposed as early as 1964 at the Sydney Seminar, 
should be followed two years later by a regional but in view of the recent World Conference of Minis-
seminar which would deal in more depth with two ter of Education on the elimination of illiteracy
aspects of adult education. ‘The Role of the School’ held at Teheran this year, the 1966 conference of 
and ‘The Role of the University in Adult Education’, ASPBAF provided a most useful regional follow-up 
this second seminar was planned for 1964 and it was to further the work prepared by the Teheran Con-
agreed that it should be held in Sydney, Australia. ference. ........  , , T ,

Both seminars were held as planned, both were The Bureau is publishing a quarterly Newsletter 
broadly representative of the individuals and of the dealing with the adult education programme and 
institutions and agencies active in adult education in projects throughout the regional area and has
the region and both were successful in carrying for- published a quarterly journal on the eve of the New 
ward in an important way the task of creating close Delhi Seminar.
and continuing co-operation between adult educa- The building up of a fully effective Bureau is seen
t°rs throughout the regional area of Asia and South as developing in three stages .
Pacific The reports resulting from the seminars The First Stage : The first stage is when the 
represent a useful contribution to the literature on Bureau is enrolling members, is gaining recognition, 
adult education—particularly with regard to the needs is becoming a centre for regional information and 
of the Asian-South Pacific area Mr. S.C. Dutta of co-operation and is creating close links with leading 
India was ITNFSCO Consultant at both the adult educators and adult education institutions 
Seminars throughout Asia. At this stage (the present stage)

One result of the Sydney Seminar was the placing the work is being carried out on a voluntary basis 
the already growing cooperation in this regional with most m the regions e g., the Indian Adult i d -  

area on a more oreanTzed basis through the creation cation Associafion the University of Hong Kong, 
of a repinn^i ™ 8 a n*oi nramizition to foster the Bureau of Public Schools m the Philippines, the

s a s r t f j t s a  a s s a

This new body was’given the title of Asian-South the programmes of the Bureau would be well esta
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blished and membership would be widely representa- adult education leaders in each country; and (b) 
tive of the leading adult educators in all the countries because the total annual cost of such a secretariat 
of Asia and the South Pacific. Programmes and spread over eighteen countries would not evolve a 
work of the secretary’s office would be becoming heavy drain on any individual government, 
too heavy to be borne purely by the voluntary effort Developments in adult education throughout the 
of the Honorary Secretary assisted by any clerical Asian-South Pacificjarea have received a marked fillip 
assistance which could be reasonably expected from from the stimulation of the two world conferences 
a body such as the National Council of Adult Edu- held at Montreal and Teheran and through the re­
cation. At this stage (which should be reached by gional conferences at Saigon, Sydney, Hong Kong, 
the begining of 1967) money must be obtained from Manila and New Delhi. The favourable atmosphere 
outside sources to permit the appointment of an now existing for rapid progress should not be allowed 
intelligent, highly qualified shorthand typist as assis- to dissipate.
tant secretary, who could handle a great deal of the The Asian-South Pacific Bureau of Adult Educa- 
routine work of the Bureau under the direction of tion can make a useful contributiou to further pro­
file Hon. Secretary. gress but to do so it needs the support of all adult

The Third Stage : The final stage (which should g a t o r s  and adult education institutions in the 
be reached by 1970) is when Bureau membership is Asian-South Pacific region Above all it needs the 
completely representative of adult education through- ' upport <£ sympathetic and interested bodies such as 
out Asia; when the influence of the Bureau is felt in ĥe,As!f foundation and of Unesco whose efforts 
a positive way in all aspects of regional co-operation m th,e ? eld off"du' t education in Asia have done so 
in adult education and when the programmes of the ™ ch t0 lay the fouadatlon on which ASPBAE has 
Bureau represent an important feature of adult edu- been erected. . .
cation throughout Asia. The annual membership fee is Rs. 5/-. Your

support would be greatly appreciated. Because ol 
At this stage, the Bureau should have its own the small amount of the subscription; you might 

full time secretary with supporting clerical staff and consider taking out a subscription for two or three 
be equipped with its own headquarters (preferably in years. Membership subscriptions or renewals may 
an Asian country) with offices and library. All this kindly be forwarded to : 
would involve an annual income of a substantial and Mr. S.C. Dutta
assured nature. When this stage is reached, however, Chairman
it should not be difficult to obtain such an assured A.S.P.B.A.E.
income through a process of annual grants from the Shafiq Memorial,
national governments in the area (a) because 17-B, Indraprastha Marg,
ASPBAE membership will include the influential New Delhi

ADULT EDUCATION FOR RURAL LEADERSHIP
The experience at the M.S. University of Baroda

C1NCE its inception the M.S. University of Baroda workshops, seminar and symposia, implementation 
^  has shown growing interest and sense of involve- of science education, guidance of high school staff, 

ment in the developmental challenges of the and experimental projects, library facilities, publica-
° ti rJt-» nee u ■ tions, audio visual aids, exhibitions etc. and lately a

, 16 ® as, ,cn. a conscious attempt, however comprehensive programme of rural education train- 
inadequate at unifying the “ town and the gown,” ing programme, to develop community-centred

S 7 m . c  freedom.'”8 °herished Spi,i' ° f M teh U " C“' ' lb0ra,it>" With ,he Univccsit>' ° f
Extension or adult education has been an inherit- In the Faculty of Home Science there are nrlnU 

the6 insnffatinnrStWfhl f  Ba^°da , f tate which under women education classes for teaching home-making 
carr.eSX manv o L re s s iv ^ i  Saya-iira0 foods> nutrition. The Oriental Institute has apubfi-

lheid of h h f iw 8 torv,* educational[programmes cation programme, “Prachya Vidya Vyakhanmala” 
;  Yu-? t L U? V Maharaja SayaJ|rao appointed a series of lectures to spread knowledge of ancient 

ed L i n i?eH HS y CommiSS'° n whicb recommend- Indian culture and “Sayaji Gram Vikas mT ”
t o t S S S f f - udnifsa!rtraeat ° f eXtenSi0n 3SOneof p“ a* on the uplif{menta? f  v S g e f  laTiTe

The various faculties of the Univercitv are * 'acuity of Social Work has mental Hygiene services 
various ways, doing adult education work p m ?or needy through its clinic and training of Urban 
instance in the Faculty of Education and PsvchoWv ^°fn.mutllty development workers and short term 
there is extension service for Z u t  300 schook ?  i f  Th K of voluntary welfare
which involves intensive school improvement n™’ genciesf Th.®. I| ' ac,ulty of Commerce runs short
gramme through orientation and refresheTcouSJ tries! f 6vel SUperv,sors of local iudus-
14



The work at the V.T. Krishnaraachari Institute Extension Work in Villases 
ol Rural Development has taken up the work of
rural adult education in a more comprehensive The institution from its inception has looked 
manner- upon itself as having a stake in the life of the

Shri V.T. Krishnaraachari Institute of Rural 3 ! ! f ™  JJ?6 traif es and staff have worked in all
Development, a constituent unit of the University ah°^t 20 villages, from time to time. The attempts 
since its inception in 1955, has carried on a pro- Ja d^v.eloPment °f the villages has been based on 
gramme of rural development with re fe re n t  to w f w h  Th<V T 1k 10 thef vil,af  has
training adult rural workers and leaders-both official l h f aboratory for Naming for staff and 
and non-official, in a more direct way and with trainees and for serving the people.
special reference to needs of change and development From time to time in some of the villages adult 
in the villages. literacy programmes have been carried on. But this

The institution has trained two categories of has always been part of the larger educational effort
people—(1) workers like social education organisers, develoP the village. All social education orga-
family planning extension educators, public health a'?615 t,rain,ed m methods of adult literacy, 
nurses, who work with the rural people and get to Alongwith development of institutions like Pan- 
learn and practise methods, programmes of adult chayats, Cooperative School, Mahila Mandals, 
education in their respective areas of work—and runni°g ot literacy classes has received considerable 
(2) the village people themselves—the Sarpanchas, attentlon- 
Upsarpanchas, Panchas and village Women Leaders „  .
in leadership training. Both the kinds of training Research with Reference to Plan Change
constitute leadership education. The focus of the
former is on making the people accept change and programmes in some of the faculties have a
of the latter on building up community leadership , ar *°cus, on programme of development and
for planned change. change. The master’s theses in the Faculties of

„ i , Education and Psychology and that of Social Work
lnn-H thC v?St S.e,vera l̂ years the institution has deve- are chosen often on the consideration of special 
v ^ i i amount  experience m traming inquiries or useful in tackling the developmental 

ous categories of persons. problems. This is also true to a certain extent in the
P . Department of Sociology.
taucation for Planned Change a* t  v  • u , . T . „ _At the V.T. Krishnamachari Institute of Rural 

Education of the adults with their role as change Development the programme of research is action- 
agents, be they government workers or village leaders oriented. The study includes on rural with welfare 
Necessitated training on different lines than done or development bias, for instance with problem of 
traditionally. family planning, community development, panchayati

The training programmes has four areas of work— raL community leadership Irom some of the areas of 
(1) the trainee is given knowledge adequate to his research investigation, 
role through lectures, discussion, films etc., (2) the
trainees is helped to gain skill and experience in Education for Democracy
leadership through practice sessions through role Shri V.T. Krishnaraachari Institute of Rural 

ay org^isational responsibility, case studies etc., Development has met with considerable success in 
J the trainee is motivated to change his behaviour training, research and extension, through essentially 

tr ° a l̂̂  developing insight into his own behaviour educational methods that have been experimented in 
la.borat.ory sessions, supervision etc. and an atmosphere of freedom made possible bv the 

rnL- trainee is Provlded with opportunities for support and encouragement of the University and 
motivated change through an enabling ethos and because of firm belief in democracy and its possi- 
APerimentation. bilities.

the ‘he four areau ° f W(f k u Ct normaI,y u?.ed £  Leadership training for democracy cannot but be 
donf'd,r̂ er courses’ bl*l In the shorter courses, this is within the mainstream of educational endeavour in 
rune6 a limited way- The com™on ,tliread tha* this country. This is what is being done at the 
•inn the programmes is the use and institute and with considerable success,
appreciation of group processes that have relevance
1° adult learning. A particular experience, deliberate- j  r  Knvnnri
i ^ a t e d  or inadvertently faced is used as experj- Director
cati„ ° r Iear.nin8- Some of these may be commum- V.T.K. Institute o( Rural
dcuJiS e.xPerience, decision-making, conflict resolving, Development SAM 1A1 A

loping sensitivity to various social situations etc. BARODA ....... *



Regd. No. P-109

RURAL YOUTH CLUB
S.R. PATHIK

PROGRAMMES for the deve- Through the present pilot pro- Students numbering 50() will 
1  lopment of rural youth in ject the Indian Adult Education be selected by live ‘

one form or the other is dealt Association proposes to tackle Intermediate Co ege .
with many ministries and depart- the problem of youths by organis- these colleges vvi p
ments. In order to develop the ing them into youth clubs which with a paddy processing un .
youth movement on sound lines would be charged with the res- These processing uni
and for evolving an integrated ponsibility of taking up agricul- used for the processing °t paddy
approach, the Indian Adult Edu- tural production on modern lines free of charge and torsecuring
cation Association through its and practice new ways of life. an additional seer ot rice p
Committee on Rural Adult Edu- The Association proposes to thefive college? will
cation has decided to launch a seiect 500 rural teachers and 500 hat ^ i ^ n u a l  income of
rural youth club movement. Its rural youth through the coopera- ila^  a 40 0Q0 1 which win be
main objective is to help the rural tion of five colleges in rural areas the cost of
people to increase agricul- of Uttar Pradesh With the help V .s iZ is h e  cnt
tural production and learn new 0f these 1000 leaders, who will be additional establish
ways of life. Experience gathered trained through correspondence r e m i t te e  r>n Rural
in the work concerning adult courses, the Association aims at . , constituted
education, rural youth and in- organising 100 youth clubs each Adult Educatio
creased farm production has having 20 to 30 members. All and
shown that all these cannot be information on improved agricul- the d t ic s o ‘ cj?anCellor
dealt with separately. There has tural practices as contained in ^ o n a ,  with rhe T l n w S v  as
to be an integrated approach, the correspondence courses would „. . _ 1 P
Agriculture is the main concern be passed on to the rural youth Chairman.
of the rural people and it domi- numbering about 25,000 at fort- mho io octimntpH to cost
nates their mind. At the same time nightly meetings; and through The project is estimated
it is realised that the changes in th| ra (0 the people at large. ™er R?' 8
agricultural practices is not possi- , Education Association has already
ble without proper education. The Correspondence courses allocated Rs. 5,000 for prelimi-
Efforts have been made by the to be given to the youth leaders nary work. The Zila Panshad,
State Governments to organise will comprise fortnightly lessons. Gorakhpur, has also contributed
extension services to change the Keeping in view the principles of Rs. 1,200. The Planning Commis-
outlook and practices of the Adult Education, the lessons sion has promised to give Rs
rural people, but it has not been would be prepared by experts 10,000. The All India Khadi &
possible to enthuse them in the belonging _ to the Association in Village Industries Commission
programmes of agricultural pro- collaboration with the Gorakhpur has agreed to provide 500 Gobai
duction. It is felt, therefore, that University and local Zila pari- Gas Plants valued at Rs. 600
a concentrated effort is necessary shads. These courses will pro- per plant (50% of the cost of
for energising the rural masses vide information and skills on these plants will be given by way
through the youth among them. methods of increasing agricul- of grants and the other 50% as

Indian youth has been charg- tural production and the art and loan repayable in 10 years),
ed with indiscipline several times science of Mass Educatl0n-
in recer-t days. Asa matter of School teachers numbering This pilot project is an educa- 
fact it is not indiscipline but a 500 have been selected by the tional programme. Correspon-
manifestation of restlessness Association. They will be initiat- dence course, discussion group,
arm ng the youth. They do not ed in the programme through and increased food production
find adequate channels for releas- work-shops at the block level. will be its main feature. It is
ing their energies. Before inde- Every teacher will be given a expected that in about 4 years
pendence there was a dynamic Gobar Gas (cow-dung) Plant. the youth club movement will
and clear cut role for the youth They will also be trained to make take its roots and revolutionise
to achieve freedom. No such about 10 tons of concentrated agricultural production. It will
role has been set before the youth manure (5%N 5%P), worth also link education with economic
after independence, As such about Rs. 250 per ton. The development. Once the rnove-
they hnd today no programme teachers will use the Gobar Gas ment gathers momentum, there
where their energies could be Plant to demonstrate alternative will not be any need for external
channelised. ^  ^  ways of creating fuel. assistance.

Printed and1 Published ^ p f a arm Vlr  for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. Indraorastha 
ivwfj, Ncv. Delhi- Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Cbandni Chowk, Delhi.
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SEMINAR ON CONCEPT OF MAN
Saiyidain Stresses Many Facets of Maia

Shri K.G. Saiyidain, Director, Asian Institute for Administrators and Planners inaugurated a four- 
day Seminar on Concept of Man at Aligarh on Feb. 5. Speaking on the occasion Shri Saiyidain said, “there 
have been many varied and often contradictory concepts of man, not only chronologically but also 
contemporaneously.”

FOCUSSING attention on the basic controversy ----- ------- -----------———* —  -------———------
about the concept of man, he asked: “Is the * i i . r  l . p  .
essential nature of man’s life material or spiritual? 2 i.u U .ll JLCILICcI lQI S X lC IL llll

If one stresses the material aspect as important, one
is accused of being materialistic and insensitive to Three adult educators of India, who had gone to 
higher values. If one stresses the spiritual, one is Canada on study and observation tour have return- 
accused of running away from reality.” He said ed. They are Sarvshri L.R. Shah of Jaipur, J.L. 
that man cannot rest content with merely conquering Sachdeva of Delhi and Shrimati C.K. Dandiya of 
the world of matter but must also wrestle with the Jaipur. The first to return was Shrimati Dandiya 
world of the spirit and grow into wisdom, charity and iast Was Shri Sachdeva, who reached New 
and a sense of beauty so that his whole personality Delhi on January 29, after a four-month study in 
may find its richness and fulfilment. “All the Canada. He visited Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver, 
material riches man has acquired are not an end Saskatoon and Syracuse. His visit was sponsored 
but the starting point of his great spiritual quest.” by UNESCO.

Shri Saiyidain envisaged many types of man and 
said that there were many facets of the human 
personality, such as the good, the bad, indifferent, 
cruel, compassionate, mechanical, creative, myopic,
and the visionary. We cannot ignore any of these -------------------—----- -
facets, he said.

Editorial Board
Shri Saiyidain said that if men and nations could ^  ^  ^  Mehta

live without their actions being governed by a blind . ' ' * .
snatch-and-grab policy, one great cause of conflict Shri Maganbhai Desai
Would be removed and they could lead “more Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
rational, peaceful and kindly lives.” £>r. T. A. Koshy

Nawab Ali Yavar Jung, Vice-Chancellor of_ the 
University presided over the inaugural session ot the 'ubiished by
Seminar. Indian Adult Education Association.

17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi
Earlier, explaining the purpose and scope of the Annual Subscription

Seminar, the convener Miss Sabira Zaidi, emphasi: e _̂qq . pore/gn $s.so
the need for a dialogue between different modes ot single Copy Be. .oc
inquiry into human nature. Over 50 prominent _______
scholars participated in the Seminar.



Administration and Organization in Implementing the 
Adult Education Programmes*

By Shri N.D. Sundaravadivelu
Joint Educational Adviser, Ministry of Education

THE last Census in India revealed that as many as to 80% of our school-goers can get no help what- 
335 millions of our own brothers and sisters are so-ever from their homes, as the parents are 
illiterate. If 24 per cent of our people are illiterate. This failure to create the proper climate 

literate and the other 76 per cent are illiterate, should and the absence of guidance and help for home 
it not be a matter of deep concern for one and all? study, handicap a large majority of our pupils even 
Can anyone with a social conscience be complacent at the elementary school level and contribute a great 
about this dark situation? deal for the ineffectiveness of our education, as

indicated by the twin evils, stagnation and wastage. 
To the adult illiterate man or woman, the Here is a situation where the furtherance of the 

inability to read and write, may or may not be a interest of the individual also furthers the interest of 
matter of shame. To that individual it may merely the society in which he lives and helps that society to 
be a denial of one of those fundamental rights of get better dividends for its investment in education, 
which he may not even be aware. To perpetuate this The better the education of the worker, the better
denial of our brothers’ right, simply because he is will be his performance in the long run and greater
not aware of it, and does not aspire to wrench it the economic progress of the Nation. May we,
from our unwilling hands, is not only a grave therefore, plead for a better deal for and more
injustice against humanity but a neglect of a chronic effective support from all concerned for a mass 
disease that eats into the vitals of our society. Men campaign for Adult Education, 
of vision and mission all over the world have
realised the value and importance of literacy and The problem of adult illiteracy is so vast and 
education, not only for individual benefit, but also has been so neglected in the past that it requires the 
for economic prosperity and social welfare of a all-out efforts of hundreds of thousands of educated 
nation. Repeatedly their voices have been raised persons. In the nation-wide Movement for the eradi- 
against mass illiteracy that cripples the developing cation of illiteracy, we have to enlist the service of 
nations in their progress towards better economic every educated man and woman, who volunteers. It 
and social standards of living. At periodical intervals has to depend mostly on such volunteers. Fortunate­
l y  have pleaded with unfailing faith and confidence ly for us, thanks to our efforts to spread education
the cause ol universal Adult Literacy. This Seminar to the rural areas, in many States in our country,
is another such gathering of ladies and gentlemen, we will find in every village at least a few men and
to plead foi social justice and social welfare. women who would have completed middle school

Tf , , , . .. . „ education. Even if all of them may not be in a
If we have listened to those few voices of position to give their service to the local literacy

Z  % Parf p ! T -  attentj on t0 centre’ il is quite P°ss‘We to enlist a considerable
1  d s  ial Ef ucatl0,n and spent percentage of them. Such educated persons of each

energy and funds on Mass locality should form the main corp. If we enlist all
pi t̂he Nnf * 6S ast tbref  Plve ^ ear educated persons that volunteer and orient them to

Ians the Nat,cm would have progressed much more teaching adults, we will get a large army of nart- 
than it did in various fields of our developmental time workers; their number may be sufficTent or our 
activities. Serious :mplementat,on of Adult Literacy immediate requirements Uf
programmes would, not only have given the Nation

have been of some help, directly and indirect lvtn .loc.allty 0ne °,r two Persons- The
their school-going sons and daughters. A child’tint oerson in m c°as,der!;d opinion, the key
sees its parents striving for literacy is likelv to take 1 J h c.amPa,Sn- 11 ,s a fact that even today
to hs own schooling more seriously than he°wouM „“ i f ™  2 pr,Mary ^ j T 1 teacher does count
do, when the parents are content*’to b°e iHiterate m le 'of larf ’ n°n" Can Play the
Rapid spread of Adult literacy would have helped us the school tl f  catalytic a§ent mofe effectively than 
considerably in the creation of p ro p ?  climate for v ' oo ,arF , m'mber of thera caa
Elementary and Secondary Education Today 70°/ cPn»  r underta.be this Adult Literacy work with a

today 70 /0 sense of responsibility and achieve results, if he is
supported in this by the local community. I am

-Paper presented at the Seminar on Eradication of Illi, ■ non-resident irffhe vnino* n.,a°y c.a^S, the teacher is 
racy held at Hyderabad (Nov. 4-7. 1966) te" ■" ? n the village m which he works. But

what harm is thereto allowing him to run an Adult
2



Literacy Centre in the Village of his residence? Born I have given careful consideration to the question 
out of my close association with the primary school of inspection of these Adult Literacy Centres. A 
teachers for over three decades, is my conviction separate cadre of inspectors for these may not be as 
that their capacity for good is many times more than effective as the same cadre of primary school inspec- 
what society has drawn out of them. Hence I sub- tors looking after and guiding these centres. I want 
mit that the teacher should run the Adult Literacy to emphasise in this connection that Adult Literacy 
Centre with all the assistance and help of local Centres will have to depend more on local supervi- 
volunteers—students and adults. He should be paid sion and vigilance, than on sporadic surprise visits 
a lump sum annual allowance as honorarium and by an outsider. The Inspector who has to look after
awarded a certificate while the other volunteers may these centres, should function more as an inspirer,
be awarded the honour of public recognition at an philosopher and guide than as a magistrate. The
annual function by the award of certificates. ordinary inspector of primary schools who is the

educational leader of the local teacher, will be more 
The Panchayat Samitis or Zilla Parishads and the effective in the new role expected of him than another

Municipalities that are now entrusted with Elemen- whose contact is confined to literacy centres only,
tary Education should be the major agency for open- The balance of advantage is in favour of the pi unary
ing and maintaining these Adult Education centres, school inspector, with recuced jurisdiction, being in
It is quite possible that a number of private agencies cbarge of thls variety of elementary education also.
that now run schools may also like to open and , ,
maintain such centres. There should be no objec- While the actual organisation and direction of 
tion to such agencies being utilized, in addition to the movement may be entrusted to the Director of 
the former one. They should be given the same Public Institution, the State targets plans and pro-
financial assistance as is given to the Zilla Parishads grammes from year to year should be laid down by
and other local Authorities. ahigh-power Board of Adult Education at state level.

The Education Minister may be the Chairman of the 
. . . . .  .... , c . , ,  Committee. It should include State leaders of public

The existing school buildings and furniture shou d |jfCj a few ecjucationists, the Director of Public Ins-
e utilised for this purpose. Each student of these truction, the Director of Rural Development, repre­

centres will have to be provided with a separate set sentatives of the State Departments of Finance,
? reading and writing materials. The Centre shall Agriculture, Industry, Labour, Harijan Welfare etc.,

c provided with chalk, charts, lighting etc. ''h u e  and a few representatives of Local Library Authori-
he Local Authority will have to provide the cost ot t jes where they exist. This Board will lay down the

honorarium to the teachers, in full,the cost ° f suP‘ policy and the targets. The Officer-in-charge of
Ply to students and the centre could come partly by Adult Education in the Directorate of Education may
Way of local community contribution and partly be Secretary of this Board, 
from the local authority concerned. The Inspector
°f these centres and the Commissioner of the Pan- similarly there may be a District Board of Adult 
chayat Samiti will scrutinise the requirements of Education for each Revenue District whose chairman
such centres and decide at the beginning of each year, m be a promjnent non-official of the District. It
me amount of funds to be provided for each centre may include, the D E.Os, the Inspectors of Girls
and the Commissioner will sanction it, subject to Schools, representatives of the Departments of Agri-
review before the end of the year. culture,'industry, Labour and Harijan Welfare. A

few Principals of Colleges and Heads of Secondary 
The cost should be incurred by the Local Authori- Schools, a few Chairman of Panchayat Samitis and

lies in the first instance and should be reimbursed some social workers should be included in the Board,
fully by the State Government. The State Govern- The District Educational Officer may be the Secre-
ment may, in turn, get subsidies from the Govern- tary of this Board.
ment of India for the purpose.

At the level of the Panchayat Samiti, there should 
As the teacher has to take up this responsibility be an Adult Education Board, with the chairman of

° f  educating the adults the organisation, adminis- the Samiti as the chairman of the Board. The Coin-
nation and°direction of this Movement should be missioner, the Inspector of Primary Schools, the
vested in the Directorate of Public Instruction or Extension Officer for Education, the Presidents of all
Education of the State concerned The Directorate the Panchayats in the Samities, a few Principals and
aud its officers at all levels, including the Inspectors Heads of Educational institutions, a few social
of the Primary'schools should take upon themselves, workers and representatives of local interest, may
this responsibility as 'it is really a part of General constitute this Board. The Education Extension
Education. The^DffectorateMd ^ Inspec to ra te  at Officer will be Secretary of the Board.

froiTstate to Staff ̂ rsh m fi^ fe a v e  it° to ̂ S t a t e s  At the village level, a Committee consisting of the 
^ d e c id ?  l Stae£eme at different President, P a n c ^ a t B o a ^  t h r e a d s  of a„ local
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Canadian Technical Schools and Their 
Programmes of Adult Education

By William L. Day,
Colombo Plan Project Adviser, Department o f Adult Education, University o f Rajasthan, Jaipur.

Background and Description of to the Indian Industrial Train- 21 or 18 as the measure to decide
Schools ing Institutes. These schools whether education is “adult.”

ATTur^rT^tj j , „ accept students with 9 or 10
LTHOLGH Canada has a years 0f schooling or more Canadian schools of all types,
vast land area (about the and provjde pre-apprentice- and especially technical institu-
same as China), it has a shj tra;ning ju what are tions and universities, are now

small population numbering less referred to as the “designat- recognizing that they have a
than two crores. Because ol thin ed trades>' (carpentry, auto- clear responsibility to provide
settlement and an economy that mechanics, plumbing, and education both to those who have
depended mainly on farming, t}ie like). Pre-apprenticeship completed full-time attendance at
mining, and fishing, there were COUrses are usually of two school, and to those who have
few technical schools until the years durationj and appren- never had the opportunity to
recent past. This tendency to tices return periodically to the attend. The need to provide
ignore technical education was school for classes later during refresher courses in the rapidly
possible because large num ers thejr appremiceship period. changing fields of technology and
of skilled immigrants trom te Also, these schools design and the trades is especially apparent
United Kingdom and ^urope offer courses in other fields of because of Canada’s previous
satisfied the national requirements employment, depending on lack of training institutions,
for this type of worker. the nature of current employ­

er 1JT1, tt r , , ment needs. These courses Courses of study offered to
World War II forced Canada (Welding, Business Education, the part-time student belong

to develop a highly industrialized Stenographic Training, etc.) to four main categories. Most
economy, and immigration o.. are Qften 0f shorter duration, examples are taken from the
skilled workers lias been encour- lasting 6 months to a year. level of the Institute of Techno­
aged over the past twenty years. 5 „ ^  , i0£,v fPoivtechnicl These are •
However, there has been a grow- (c) Institutes o f Technology— ^
ing problem of unemployment similar to the Indian Poly- f , Teacher Trainimr and In
among unskilled workers, and a technics. These schools accept \ ervice Teachers at
very strong demand for skilled students with good school Vocational Schools and
workers that immigration, has records, who have taken ™cat:.onal Schools d
not been able to satisfy. Science and Mathematics in Schools of Technology are

their Higher Secondary years. ^  tramed. in thf  trades
For these reasons, the They offer two and three year andin engineering and produc-

Canadian Federal Government, diploma programmes in vari- tion skills, but nee wo ypes
with the help of Provincial ous fields of technology, such of continuing education-
Governments, has built a chain as Forestry and Forest Pro- continuous learning regarding
of vocational schools of three ducts, Communications, Data changes in their held of
types across the country. These Processing, Mining and Con- knowledge, and training in
are ; struction. teaching skills. Therefore, a

variety of activities are spon-
(a) Vocational High Schools— Adult Education in Canadian sored—sometimes by the

to which students intending to Technical Schools : institutions themselves and
enter the trades may come for sometimes in cooperation with
combined High School and « AH nadlans tend to think of other schools, the Universities
pre-vocalional and pre-ap- ‘.Adult Education” in terms and the Provincial and Federal
prenticeship training. These *'m.! to their colleagues in the Governments. Weekend work-
schools generally offer instruc- • States and in Europe— shops, one and two week
tion from the 9th or 10th to t h a t a ® anJ  education activity concentrated courses, summer
the 12th year of school—high organi^ed. for ttie part-time schools, and evening courses
school graduation in most student WIt“ ndult responsibilities are all common, and teachers
Canadian Provinces being at *n the community, such as family are expected to participate,
the 12th year. S /X S S L - J hlS’ be,ng an opera' ln the case of teacher train-

(b) Vo, at ional Schools -  similar caily useful Than ’" u s T n T tS e  in8 I T ™  summer and3 usin8 toe age in evening classes, teachers
4



are expected to pay student and number, and are designed can only indicate some very basic
fees, because they receive especially to satisfy needs ot considerations that have been
wage increases through earn- working adults. They have found to be useful in the types of
ing higher level teaching certi- relatively short duration— programmes and schools which
ficates in the field of voca- ranging from one-evening we are discussing. Excellent texts
tional and technical educa- seminars and 8-hour weekend and manuals are available in
tion. Many teachers pay fees courses through to courses India for reference by the adult
to take subject-matter re- requiring several evenings a educator with a serious interest
fresher and upgrading courses week for 6 months or a year. in good instruction,
also. Naturally, these courses are

highly specialized, and often Adult physiology must be
(b) Parallel Diploma Programmes. are offered only once every taken into account. The efficiency

Many technical institutions, few years, as the need may be of the eye decreases rapidly after
offer evening programmes met by the organisation of the age of 25 in most adults—
of study that lead to the only one class. These courses with the average adult over the
same diplomas that are require careful planning (usual- age of 35 being both long-sighted
issued to full-time students. ly with the advice of some of and short-sighted. Also, more
Practical work is made up the people who will be mem- brighter light is needed for clear
through recognition of equi- bers of the class) and much vision, and the eye does not
valent experience at work or coordination because of their adjust easily to changes in light
through evening, weekend unique nature. Therefore, intensity. If blackboards are to
and concentrated short-term there must be an adequate be used, they should not be shiny,
“Schools” held during holiday provision of administration and the chalk should contrast as
periods. These programmes time. Because people usually much as possible with the back-
may take up to twice the take these courses to satisfy ground. The low power and
normal length of time to personal ambitions or are sent glaring filament of the light bulbs
complete and usually are by their employers for im- usually found in technical school
found in heavily populated provement, fees are levied. classrooms in India are very poor
industrial centres, because of These fees often make the for evening and night-time per-
the problem of finding a adult education programme ception. A “Petromax ’ type of
steady flow of students for of the institution largely self- pressure lamp positioned at the
such a demanding, long-term sustaining. side of the classroom would
study schedule. greatly assist the student who is

In all of these programmes of straimng to detailed chart
(c) Certificate Programmes. These Adult Education, experience has or diagram. If the^blackboard is 

• are courses of study that are shown that techniques of organi- not be ufsed and f he * bulb
quite specialized. They are sation and instruction must be * , a the front of the class ro°m
intended for people who are adopted to take into account the . o i l r . n i w  hr
working in industry and who special characteristics of the adult cn tin t ijaht foil-
want t l  improve ̂ themselves ,earner, If «his is no,done

u  r E T i £ 1 f a S * £ 2  H E S S *  and h o p S K  £ X *  his demonstration frM1 „ Wplbl
Personnel Management, Heavy wither away, leaving negative
Construction and other seg- attitudes behind. If effort is . . . . . .  . ,
ments of the Trades, Engineer- made to follow certain principles, Ada,t healing also changes
ing, and'Management. These programmes can grow far beyond after the age of 30—men having
programmes of study are expectations. Many examples of increasing difficulty m hearing
usually developed from the both types exist in India and ugh frequency souuds, and
specialized courses of the Canada today. Some of these women in hearing low frequen-
second and third years of the ideas and principles relating to cqes. he concrete, stone, and
regular diploma programmes, the instruction of adults are line plastei walls of Indian
and “packed” to appeal to discussed in the following section technical school and college class-

F , • c .. . „ , „ . r rooms create confusing echoes
nhei m Z m  ?I»bnUr ‘; ofthlspaper- that cause strains in the adult
s?nr ^ aay certificate P-0 . p  . .. student who is listening for moregrammes are available in lnstruction of Adults in Part-time ^  a fcw minutes 8 [f a c|ass

sP°ndenceforra a,ld are Programmes is large, echoes are reduced and
a countrlVera^d P°J-U a r i «  There is now a growing body sound quality improves, but a
andsr-I?t y 0n? dlSti1 6  nf research relatine to adult small class should be grouped in
and scattered population. as distinct from child- semi-circle near the instructor,

(d) Snprini rvv, Lnn,-l ond adolescent learning. A where hearing is not a problem
gre offered in ^  Targe <variety paper of this nature and length Naturally, the instructor should
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always face his class so that his (a) Adults can learn anything characteristic of them. In order 
mouth can be seen (a great they decide to learn. Naturally to attract the adult to a learning
assistance to many people with some extremes of physical per- situation and hold him there over
poor hearing), and speak in a formance may be impossible, and a long period of time, there
clear, measured fashion. adequate intelligence must be usually must be a connection

present. The capacity to learn, between his problems and the
The adult becomes increasing- however, remains quite constant content and skills to be taught,

ly sensitive to physical discomfort from adolescence through to This connection can be establish-
—especially after the age of 25. senility—the main changes being ed and assured by using problems
Cold, heat, humidity, and in the rate of learning, which drawn from the experience of
currents of air (draughts) can be gradually slows, and in the ways the students, having them search
intolerably distracting to an adult in which learning takes place, for practical applications of
in a situation where a child or which change. theory to their own work, and
adolescent can work quite by having potential students
productively. Without central (b) The adult compared with assist in designing the course of 
heating and air conditioning, the child, has much pride and con- studies. Practical activities such
some discomfort will always cern with status in the eyes o f as field work, laboratory sessions,
be present, but efforts to reduce others, with a correspondingly and shop practice are all very
discomfort can be made— greater sense o f shame and fear useful ways of helping the adult
for example, a small class can of failure. The indication of student to see the true meaning
be grouped away from draughts this set of characteristics applied of his learning. On. the other
and around a small charcoal to teaching are clear. Harsh hand, teaching techniques such as
burner in winter, and held out- criticism, sarcasm, and deliber- the lecture should be used cau-
side in the evening in the ately “ tricky” problems designed tiously, because, the subject
summer. Unquestionably even, to make the student feel his matter is usually presented in a
a small effort to improve physical ignorance are techniques of logical form instead of problem-
comfort will be rewarded by doubtful value when working oriented form. In other words, if
higher attendance and increased with children. However, they a lecture is given with the aim* of
learning. have a deadly effect on the providing information, learning

adult student, who is usually should be assured by providing
The adult is usually tired at already sensitive to his short- an opportunity for the adults to

the beginning of his class, because comings, and very anxious to manipulate the information and
he has finished a day’s or week’s improve. Methods of com- apply it to problems they see as
work before he arrives. This parison with other students, real. Fortunately, good technical
fatigue tends to slow his reactions grading systems, and teaching schools and instructors tend to
and to make more necessary a techniques must be modi- use this approach to education
review and “ warm-up” period fied accordingly. Students can with regular students, and adult
before the heavy work of the cooperate to help each other, be students respond well to this
session is to take place. Half- measured in terms of individual style of instruction. In Canada
hourly rest periods are also very progress toward goals o f excel- vocational and technical adult
valuable for this reason in addi- lence, and be given work that is education classes generally show
tion to the fact that learning designed to ensure a highfrequ- high rates of learning andY reten-
reseaich has shown these rests to ency o f success. None of these tion, with low “dropout” rates,
be psychologically valuable for statements imply a “slack” or
increasing learning -production’ '. “soft” attitude towards learning. (d) Adults do not usually

They have been proved to result memorize meaningless material as
Research into the quality, m measurably greater learning, quickly as children nor do thev

quantity and nature of adult interest and transfer o f learning remember it as long However
learning has given information to actual situations than more they show a greater ability to
to us that can be very helpful. traditional systems of instruction, reason-both  ' inductively and

“conimon-sensT Lncf°^yet “ a alm8 ad""  S'" de" 'S' ^
critical look a, actual s/uations (c) The M  
shows that these simple common- best and most swiftly when he and skills and the past experience 
» with «T«Z?dSt' T X '  believes „m  ,he help of the adult, learning tends t o b e
ei n m situltkm T h i T  S° VC fhlS own Prob,ems- swift and effective. In teachingLaming situation. In the case of technical schools, adults, therefore, the teacher

T hee hading, cau be sum- l , T rX ^ o r d blT w o X e HSmen,S- “> **>N» W  Is not usually them to h m  , 2 5  T h e  pro-
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vides a framework of logic that repeats what is accepted to be great opportunity provided by
the adults see as meaningful, good teaching practice every- them stem from the same charac-
Under these conditions, the facts where. This may be, but we teristic. That is, that they are
to be memorized tend to be re- believe that in fact the lack of voluntary, part-time, and must
membered with relative ease. this type of instruction is the root compete with other problems,
Again, if the adult is allowed to cause of the failure of many pressures, and pleasures of adult
manipulate and use these facts, adult education programmes in life. This implies a host of diffi-
he will not only remember them India, as elsewhere. Therefore, culties in instruction, but also
better, but will struggle to the statements are not redundant forces us to think with extreme
integrate them with his past at all, but need to be put into care of the needs, capacities and
experience and into a theoretical effect, through adequate training nature of our students. Failure
framework. In short, the adult of teachers of adult classes—not to do so with children simply
searches for understanding— cer- only in technical schools, but results in less effective or poor
tainly a desirable characteristic of from the level of the literacy education. Failure to do with
any student !! class to the post graduate adults results in no class at all.

It could be argued that ins- refresher course offered by the This, the ultimate judgment of a
truction carried out as suggested University. poor learning situation, is one
by our four statements would also that forces the educator to face
be very effective in regular The great problem posed by his inadequacies squarely, and 
schools, and therefore simply adult education classes, and the change his practices accordingly.

|  ,R ,ll| ' i i i i i ] i i i i i i i i i i i i i t i i i i i ! i i i i i i i i i ! i i i a i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i ] i i i i i J/ i i i i i i i i i ! 8 H i i i i i i i i i i i i in i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t i ( « i :B i i i i i i ( u i i l i i i i i l i i iM i ! i l i i i ! i i ( ( a i ia i i i i ig i i i i i i i i i i i i i ! i i i g i iE ) i i i t i i | g ^ i i i i i ig M i i i i i t i i i a t m 9

' t T h e  R o o t o f  Social E d u ca tio n

|  ' J  On careful consideration it will be found tha t the root of Social f
I Education lies in literacy. For without literacy one cannot understand the |
I ways and means of Social living.
! And for the quick attainm ent of literacy, eminent social educationists 1
|  have recommended our Slated Roll-up Black Boards, for following reasons. |
1 * They are handy and portable, so tha t they can be carried and |

|  I g m  m  * They can be written on with chalk and can be wiped off with |
§ | duster, so that they can be used and reused as News Boards, Notice |

Boards, Information Boards etc. |
P p  * They are coated with scientific colour, so that they are readable |

5 *" ~ " — ■* £ fi ’2 *..... . . ,, ..#o0O...««»»»»*»*®,o**‘#********************,*a****“° ....... «•••• ....... *•••■’*': ..... £
.JP' Please write NOW for details to :—

| f i l l ip  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., 1
i Post Box No. 24., I
1 BARAMATI (Poona) INDIA, §
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Liberal Education and the Villagers
of Mysore

By John H. Shaw
Senior Producer, Division o f Post-graduate & Extension Studies, University o f New South Wales, Sydney

THROUGHOUT India many different types of at a time of great political and social movement in 
educational institutions have been established, in India. The'struggle for independence was at its 
the past decade, to meet the needs of the coun- zenith and the atmosphere ripe for adult education, 

try’s developing economy and expanding population. The need for increasing literacy was one of the 
Among the newer institutions, a number are directly elements of rising national aspirations, 
linked with, and form an integral part of the
Community Development programme, such as the  ̂ During these wartime years, students  ̂ of the 
Gram Sevak Training Centres for village level University of Mysore Union made a singularly
workers, the Orientation and Study Centres for important move which was to have wide repercus-
Government officials and local government personnel sions. They decided, of their own volition, to start 
concerned with developmental activities, the Social teaching adults in Mysore to read and write.
Education Organisers’ Training Centres for preparing
professional workers in this field, and the Panchayati Levels of Literacy in Mysore State were then, and 
Raj Training Centres which provide background and still are, comparable to the general levels throughout
training courses for representatives on local councils India. Though low by western standards, they are 
— to mention but a few. All these institutions not disproportionately low in relation to the national
have done a great deal to provide a cadre of liberally figures. However, in the district immediately
educated and broadly trained people to assist in surrounding the city of Mysore, literacy rates were 
India’s Community Development programme. somewhat below national or State averages. This

fact, and a national crusading spirit, inspired the 
But in the State of Mysore, in southern India, students to embark on their project of spreading 

there is a group of educational institutions which, literacy in nearby villages, 
though not directly associated with the Community
Development programme, are making a significant The students’ adult literacy work soon attracted 
contribution to the life and learning of villagers in considerable attention, not only from University 
that State. These are the Vidyapeeths, a series of authorities but also from eminent people associated 
eight residental colleges for rural youth. with Mysore Municipality and the State Government.

As a result, the Mysore State Literacy Council was 
The name Vidyapeeth (sometimes spelt Vidya- formed in 1940 to assist in promoting the work, 

peetha) means “seat of learning,” and the colleges
have been established under the aegis of the Mysore At this stage, the objective was solely to raise the 
State Adult Education Council to provide courses of levels of literacy, but many associated challenges soon 
libera! and vocational education for young people arose. The first was the need for simple and suit- 
from villages throughout Mysore. able textbooks in the local language (the Mysore

language is Kannada) and so the Council 
India, like Asian countries generally, has a high launched into the task of preparing, printing, 

proportion of village dwellers, most of whom and providing, free of cost to the students in lite- 
depend directly or indirectly on agricultural pursuits racy classes, suitable texts and readers. As with all 
for their livelihood. This rurally oriented demogra- languages, Kannada has its own peculiar problems, 
pnic pattern has important educational implications, among which is an alphabet of fifty-two letters: this, 
such as the provision ot village schools, the place in itself, poses difficulties for both teachers and 
°* teachers in small communities, the training of learners. It was realised that the subject matter of 
teachers, the nature of the curricula, the financial textbooks, used in literacy teaching had to be about 
resources available, and the function of the schools things with which the illiterate learners would be 
as cultural centres. Educational planners in these familiar—things from their real life. Furthermore, 
countries have had to recognise, and attempt to cope it was recognised that the teaching of literacy can 
with, the need or their peoples for educational pro- provide important opportunities for civic and social 
grammes especially orienteu towards small village education, and so the texts and readers were focused 
communities ihe Vidyapeeths of Mysore provide on matters of social and cultural importance. Indeed, 
a striking example of one method of meeting these even today, the first readers for neo-literates in 
needs. Mysore have chapters with' such titles, as “ Our

_  ... . . . . . . . .  • ■ - , , India.” “Our Mysore,” “Cauvery River,” “Our
The Vidypeeths had their origin intheearly 1940’s Children,” “Drinking Water.” “Our Villages,”
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“Mahatma Gandhi,” “Electricity,” and “ News- bananas. Additional activities include poultry tarm- 
papers.” ing and bee-keeping, and there are facilities for

teaching carpentry, mat weaving, tailoring, loom- 
Another challenge in the early days of the Mysore weaving and smithing.

State Literacy Council was that of follow-up work
with new-literate for a reversion to illiteracy can In the initial stages, some difficulty was experienc- 
rapidly occur if the student does not have ready ed in finding students for the Vidyapeeth. Even
access to attractive reading materials matched to his though scholarships were provided to cover the cost
ability. In 1941 the first rural library was established of accommodation, and no college fees for tuition
to meet these needs and it is worthy of, note in pass- were charged, the problem of recruitment was not
ing, that by 1964 there were some 2630jof these libra- easy. This is not difficult to understand in view of 
ries throughout the State of Mysore. the social, economic and cultural conditions in

villages. Many village farmers would, perhaps, not 
It was evident in the first half of the 1940’s that consider formal education for their sons as very

the range of activities of the Literacy Council was important. If one of his sons went to a residential
spreadi g beyond the rigid limits of literacy work college for several months, the farmer lost a member
and, to reflect this changing scope the organisation of his work force for this period of time; and since
was reconstituted as the Mysore State Adult Educa- the college did not provide a vocational guarantee,
tion Council—the name it still bears today. such as entry into the civil service, or prepare the

youth for a specific examination, the farmer had no 
It was also at this time that the thoughts of the obvious and tangible compensation for the economic 

movement’s leaders turned to a new development. In loss of his son’s labour. In addition, the joint 
ancient India, perhaps as long ago as 1500 B.C., family, which is characteristics of most Mysore 
there was a scheme of youth education called villages, is close-knit and intimate, and the removal 
Gurukula-Ashrama. This scheme of educating young of a boy from its midst would create problems both 
men was established by the ancient sages or priests; for the family and the boy. Another matter which 
the youths lived in a secluded place in the forest caused concern to many parents was diet. There are
with their Guru, who was entrusted with their edu- within India, and even within the borders of one
cation; they were schooled in ancient beliefs and State, marked differences in the types of food eaten 
customs and given a basis of preparation for their and the manner of its preparation, so that many 
later life of worldly affairs. villagers were-uncertain as to how their sons would

cope with the food provided for them at the college.
It seemed to the educational leaders of Mysore

in the mid-1940’s that some of the concepts of It was therefore necessary to promote and publi- 
Gurulcula-Ashrama might well be revived, and the cise the Vidyapeeths among the villagers and to
Mysore State Adult Education Council decided to convince them that it would be advantageous for
establish a residential college for village youths, their sons to attend the college. Staff members
using some of the principles of ancient schooling. visited villages to explain the idea to parents, answer

their questions, and allay their doubts and fears.
Members of the Adult Education Council who This, then, was one of the teething problems experi- 

were conversant with the Danish Folk High School enced in the pioneering stage; nowadays, a 
Movement and the impact it had made in Scandina- representative of the Mysore Adult Education Coun- 
via felt that it had features which could benefit the cil in each Taluk Board (i.e., the district local 
Mysore college. It was, then, out of these two government council) acts as publicity and recruiting 
roots—the Gurukula-Ashrama and the Danish Folk agent for the Vidyapeeths.
High School—that the inspiration for the Mysore
Vidyapeeths came From a distillation of two educa- When an educational idea is transported from 
tionaL philosophies, out of which had grown two one country to another and incorporated into a local 
educational institutions, one ancient and one modern, pattern of education, there is always a danger that, 
the Vidyapeeth programme of residential adult educa- in the process of migration and adaptation, some of 
tion for the rural youth of Mysore State was the fundamentals of both may be lost or modified to 
developed ' suchan extent that they become ineffective. It is a

tribute to the architects of the Mysore Vidyapeeth
In 1947 the first Vidyapeeth was started near scheme that they have been able to synthesise the 

Nanjangud ’a town with a population of about various educational elements, while keeping their basic
20,000, eighteen miles south of Mysore City. The objectives clearly in sight, and to produce an amalgam 
site was on the south-western fringe of Nanjangud which preserves some important educational princi- 
ffiunicipality in the midst of rice fields, banana trees, pies.
and coconut palm—a typical southern Indian rural . ,  „
landscape. That Vidyapeeth still flourishes, and the The V idyapeeths are residential colleges imparting 
Present day college "ireludes a ten-acre farm and a liberal education to selected young men from the 
eighteen acres of la n d  leased for growing rice and villages and training them for rural leadership, laying
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emphasis on “cultural, social and physical develop- ties are conservative, not only in India, but in most 
ment with agriculture and handicrafts as a bias.” parts of the world. The people resist innovation 
They aim to provide the benefits and preserve the strongly, and the problem of recruiting students in 
values of community living-and-Iearning. the early stages of Nanjangud was symptomatic of

this sociological phenomenon. But, even so, the 
The advantages of a residential system are very Vidyapeeth did gain acceptance. Its success refiect- 

real in the Indian context, especially for youths ed the sound educational basis on which it was found- 
whose horizons are limited, who perhaps have few ed and showed that the college concept met a real 
contacts beyond their own village and who may, need in Mysore, 
throughout their whole life, rarely travel far beyond
their local district. Living in a residential college Five years later, in 1952, the Adult Education 
does much to widen the students outlook and remove Council set up a second Vidyapeeth at Hassan, to 
some of his insularity. the north-west of Mysore City. During the 1950’s

the Vidyapeeths began to attract attention, and 
The Vidyapeeths aim to provide for broadly based tangible support made expansion possible. In 1955 

studies and an atmosphere of intellectual curiosity the Ford Foundation of America made a grant of 
over a wide range of topics. They are thus liberal 1,100,000 rupees as the capital cost of establishing 
in both content and method. During a visit to one six additional Vidyapeeths and to meet running 
of the Vidyapeeths in 1964, I was questioned in a expenses for three years. The Shivaragudda Vidya- 
lively and spirited fashion about aspects of life in peeth, set up in 1957 in Mandya District, was the 
Australia. The students there indeed showed first established under this grant, and an additional 
keen intellectual curiosity. five Vidyapeeths were subsequently opened in the

 ̂ State.
But there is little of the “ivory tower” about

these institutions; they combine, with this liberal ele- In 1958, a number of Danish visitors to Mysore 
ment, an emphasis on vocational training. Each stu- studied the activities of the Adult Education Coun­
dent is taught skills in crafts and in farming which cil and the Vidyapeeths. As a result of the visit, 
will help him in village life and make him a more the Banish-Mysore Project was inaugurated, and 
effective member of the village society. In this way, now, through a Danish organisation, Mellemfolkeligt 
he is introduced to the basic principles of learning by Sonvirke, Danes regularly join the teaching staff of 
doing, of linking new experiences with-those of the the Vidyapeeths. The first of them arrived at 
past, and of relating study to everyday life. Shivaragudda in 1960 and there has since been a

regular flow of Danish experts in various fields, such 
Social, civic and cultural education also has an as agronomy and livestock husbandry, who live at 

important place in the Vidyapeeth pattern of studies, the colleges, take part in the teaching, and help in 
The curriculum includes such subjects as Indian the development of the Vidyapeeth programme by 
history and political institutions, Kannada language gifts of equipment and tools. Indicative°of the close 
and literature, Hindu and other major religions, co-operation between Denmark and Mysore was the 
world and regional geography, social organisation visit of Princess Margareth, of the Danish Royal 
in India and in Mysore, and folk arts such as music, family, to Shivaragudda in November 1963. 
dancing and drama. Though it may be difficult in TT . . ,  , ,
the space of a few months to pursue these wide- Unesco has provided assistance to the Mysore 
ranging subjects to any depth, students are intro- Vidyapeeths through the Gift Coupon Scheme. Up 
duced to them and given an appreciation of India’s to the end of 1964, 87,000 rupees had been received 
great heritage, as well as an understanding of present- *rom this source and expended on teaching equip- 
day national issues and future challenges. ,fary books, and publications. Recognition

of the value of the Vidyapeeths has also come from 
Leadership training is an essential part of the ^ .e Mysore State Government, which provides the 

Vidyapeeth aims. It is expected that, as a result of st,Pei)ds for student and meets the cost of staff 
college work, a youth will be equipped to play a sa!anes-
Pr°“ ‘ ro)e it! the ]i. f  h'S viUage. Indeed, one The Vidyapeeths offer two five-month residential
vnnth^ ia/  aidtha!r ^ eSe f.rained Vllla§e courses each year. The curriculum is as follows:
youth, may prove more effective than the over- India’s political and cultural history (fifty hours)-
S t o  theVrurll neode ,rapartlnS educa‘ stydy of social institutions in India (fifteen hours);

rural people. religion and philosophy (sixty hours); a brief history
tTr7i._ > xr. j , of the KaDcindci language and literature (ten hoursV

? 9 ^  iir Vidyapeeth was setup at Nanjan- biographies (thirty hours); general geography (fifteen 
gudm 1947 the project was experimental and the hours); rural economics (thirty hoursl- bm d^na con- 
fuftire uncertain. Fhe Mysore State Adult Educa- struction (fifteen hours); c o n s ti tS n  and ch zenshh) 
t ,on Coudc. could not be certain that the idea would (fifty hours); health and hygiene (fifteen hoi r ) 
be acceptable to villagers and that the college would agriculture feieht hm.r«v fniteen noursj,
alike  the impact they amicipated. Rural commuai- 8 0
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Cooperative Member Education—Its Content
By D. Vir

Deputy Director, International Cooperative Alliance, Education Centre, New Delhi.

Need education for development in However, we would like to place

THE system of Cooperation their basic principles of Coopera- before the readers some basic
was imported from abroad tion. Slowly, it became customary considerations which are to be
and planted in the soil of to en'ist education of members as kept in mind while developing a

India. In many cases, the system the last Principle of cooperation. member education programme,
could not gain ground for want Somehow member education was These are as follows :
of popular support. After India taken in the developing countries
achieved her political indepen- as the kst and least important 1. Member education acti-
dence she thought of achieving part of the principles. Now the vibes shou d prepare people to
economic independence as well, time has come when member develop a strong self-reliant and
mainly with the help of coopera- education should be practiced democratically managed move-
tive (movement. Therefore, a as one °f essential principle of men .
lfirop coUp t»xnansinn has been Cooperation as was already prac-
akina nlace iE the Cooperative tised by the Rochdale Pioneers. 2. Many members and pros-
sector of this developing coun- If this is done the cooperative pective members of cooperative
trv Tatelv it has been realised movement particularly in the societies are illiterate, ignorant
that a socio-economic movement developing countries will be able and apathetic towards any social
cannot go on without popular to maintain its real character and change or economic development
support, and it was therefore expand in face of competition programme To overcome their
considered necessary to attract with other sorts of enterprises. Prf„pJinnni n-nonmmp <hnnlH h?, , , . , J educat i onal  programme should be
ocal people towards the coopera- satisfaction involving and interesting,tive movement and prepare them 11 lb, a mmieiui .ausidi.iiun &

to participate actively in the n°.te tliat International Orga- members encounter
affairs of the eoonerative sneie- msations like the International j- Lhe members encounter
auairs ot the cooperative socie exonerative Alliance Inter- many problems related to theirties. Local people, specially mem- t-ocpei-tive Alliance, i t nerntive societies There
bers of cooperative societies must national Labour Organisation cooperative societies. i hei e-. j  ?1 cooperative soueues must civine increasing em- fore, a good programme shouldidentify themselves with the pur- nave. Deen ^creasing em » -& f ~ , ,
pose of Cooperation and take Pjasis on the role of member
leading roles in running and con- education in cooperative develop- the members active involvementleaaing roles in riinnine ana con During 23rd International should also be encouraged in
trolling their cooperative societies. ment. j_i unrig zjiu  iu solving rrrohlems of their societies
A well planned member education Cooperative Congress very recent-
Programme is the onlv answer in ly held at Vienna the applicability and ultimately ot tne cooperativeK S L  w b w fg n o ra n ”.  of the Cooperative Principles to Movement aS a whole.
Illiteracy and prejudices are pre- ^ S 'J c w i 'o n T a s  been accepted 4- The members generally
dominant in the minds of local as one 0f the basic principles of do not have much spare-time,
people. In this way, the need of rxoneration * Programmes should, therefore,
cooperative education was ' be planned on the basis of their
realised by the government con- ,ation of EdlIcational sPare time,
cerned as well as by the coopera- p  s
tive movement in the country. ^Although somewhat late, the 5. The local leaders should

authorities concerned with co- help to implement the education-
1? u ? t n0t a discovery; the rative development in India al programme. The members
pochdale Pioneers had intensive- realised the importance of should also be given an opportu-
1  educated themselves for a stematic education and started nity to participate actively in the 
considerable period before for- / evei0Djng member education programme formation. This will
^mating cooperative principles nroerammes. Ultimately, Co- help in developing leadership
p d, organising the famous V bmW c Unions were assigned qualities.
Kochdaie Consumer Cooperative thPe task of conducting the pro*
h a d n y^ ^ elast ^ntury. They 2rammes. It is difficult to go 6. Programmes might be
edurZ- tol,owed the principle ot F o the details of the member organised in small face-to-face

cation and had later, included educatj0n programmes being groups, preferably under the
— —~ conducted in different parts of guidance of leadership originating
* the country, nor it will be possi- in the groups themselves,

author 16 News expressed by the mg for the author to assess the
53ari|y represent the^iewf o^tfe I . c T  effectiveness of such programmes. 7. The methods and tech-
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niques of member education members before a cooperative provided to them through an
should be varied and combined society is formed. However, the existing Cooperative. The con-
with suitable teaching aids, e.g., society must continue its member viction among members can come
discussion material, charts etc. education programmes even after only after they are shown the

its formation and registration. efficient services being provided.
8. Adult members possess The above discussion suggests To arrange for such a demonstra-

useful experiences which they that the contents of any educa- tion of services the management
should share among themselves tional programme will mainly of the cooperative and member
and draw lessons from. Suitable be determined by their interests educators have to coordinate
experiences should be communi- and educational needs. their efforts. At the initial stage
cated to higher level organisations the main contents of member
for their use and wider dissemi- Categories of Members education may be restricted to
nation. To achieve this end, there _ .. knowledge and understanding of
should be channels of communi- . So°n after a cooperative is tjie iocaUy available services.
cation between members and ^°™ed’ ^  fme,mbersJ assum.e
their educators. different sets of roles and responsi- Youth

bihties, and accordingly they can
9 As Coonerative Move- be classified in the following ^his group is supposed tov. as cmoperat.ve Move patP(Tr.r;pq. be full of vigour and susceptible

ments in the developing countries categories. to new ideas. It aiso seeks to
are short of funds, the program- Prospective members achieve independence from parentsmes should be inexpensive. l - Prospective members but cannot do so because of

. . Ordinary members economic wants. Member educa-
10. Some continuity and 3. Active or elite members tion programmes are, therefore,

harmony should be maintained 4 Members of managing to be geared not only to bring
in various adult education pro- committees and office bearers. economy in the expenses incurred 
grammes for members. by young people but to create

The contents of member opportunities for achieving self-
It has been mentioned above education will vary according to reliance. It means young people

that the member education pio- {bg nature of categories, objectives should be prepared in running
gramme has to be geared to the ba achieved and resources their thrift and credit societies,
needs of members as well as to available Consumer Cooperative Societies
the needs of their cooperatives. It ' as well as other self-help pro­
means that the contents of any Contents of Education grammes. In addition, some
educational programme should . , w  useful services to young people
mainly be based on interests and Prospective Members: Many should be provided by the exist- 
varied educational needs of mem- members of Cooperative societies jng cooperative societies. Some
bers. As it will be very expen- generally get set attitudes which of tbe advanced cooperatives
sive to conduct educational are not conducive to healthy arrangc special educational pro­
programme to cater to the total development of social orgamsa- grammes for young couples In
educational needs of individual tions like cooperatives. One way Japan> agricu]tural cooperatives
members, it will be worthwhile to of overcoming this difficulty is to g0 t0 the extent of providing
organise them into small interest infuse new blood in the veins of facilities for "cooperative marri-
groups For example, members local cooperatives. In older to ages’ and thus indirectly educate
interested m learning about achieve this aim there should be people in the value of thrift and
cooperative farming societies may a continuous publicity and edu- savings
be organised in a group and then cation programmes for the pros- " °
some educational programme pective members. This category Children
may be conducted for them. of members can be put in various
However, it is necessary to con- groups such as adult men and School going children, of
duct publicity programmes to women, youth and children. course, needs some basic informa-
ii.form members on various types Various professional groups tion on cooperatives and their
of educational programmes and mainly comprising of adult aims. Therefore, efforts are made
to create interest among them to population, for example, teachers, to incorporate cooperative con-
latm more and more. Then the farmers, workers, writers, tents in' their text books and
details of the programmes should doctors, lawyers etc , are also supplementary books. Such
be left to member education areas from where membership efforts sometimes lead to un­
workers who will plan and con- can be drawn for the existing favourable results. Because, many
duct them with the active help of cooperative societies. ~ children try to master the subjects
local interest groups. It would simply to pass in the examina-
be most practical to conduct the The groups of adult men and tions. Under pressure of school

pro- woman are first to be convinced work they develop unfavourable
grammes for potential about the services which can be attitudes towards the teaching
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subjects including Cooperation. rights. Quite often, it is seen However, some emphasis on
Moreover, at the formative stage that the elected representatives business aspects should be placed
children need to acquire coopera- are not in a position to grasp the in the overall objectives and con-
tive attitudes in general and basic overall purpose of the higher tents of member education, as
skills in getting along in their level organisation and its policies. the educational programme has
groups. In absence of this psy- Many of them become members to be part of the services provid-
chological base imparting ot co- of local factions formed on the ed by a Cooperative society to its
operative knowledge in children, basis of self-seeking interest and members for mutual benefit. Its
even in adults, leads the educa- ultimately get involved in the contents are to be determined
tional programme to nowhere. petty politics of societies. It is, keeping in view the general aims
Therefore, concentrated efforts therefore, imperative that some of cooperatives and educational
are needed to prepare the psy- sort of member education pro- requirements of members. Never-
chological base first and then gramme should be planned for theless, the ultimate aim of edu-
cooperative knowledge may be elected members working at cation i.e. overall development
given to learners. Short stories various levels in the cooperative of human personality cannot be
and group games emphasizing organisations. This programme under-estimated in a member
the need of cooperation can help should be more of an informal education programme. The Co­
in developing favourable atti- type and may be run with the operative Movement cannot treat
tudes. help of ex-office bearers or senior members merely as customers on

members. Employees of the co- the one hand or owners on the
Syllabus operative organisations concern- other. They must take the life

Some syllabi have been de- ed and government officers of the member as a whole and 
veloped for various categories of from cooperative and other deve- try to provide member not only
members. A syllabus for any lopment departments should be education on cooperative matters
adult education programme should invited to attend such pro- but also recreational and cultural
be an indicatior only, and the grammes. activities which will enrich his
syllabus should be adapted, from environment. The cultural activi-
time to time, to local conditions. In some parts of the country, ties of developed movements take
Besides the prescribed syllabus, education at various levels is a variety of forms, such as physi-
topics of common interest and being conducted through discus- cal gymnastics, production and
local problems being faced by sion groups, cooperative study distribution of family journals,
members must be discussed in forums, lecture series, seminars, the organisation ot performances
the member education classes. All sibirs (training camps) etc. How- aad stady groups for fine arts.

. possible assistance specially in ever, it will be more practical to Through these activities members
the shape of supply of knowledge develop basic syllabuses, for may also feel greater attachment
and inculcation of skills must be newly elected members at diffe- t0 tlieir societies,
provided by the cooperative rent levels. Suitable study ,
educators to local educational material and visual aids on items Finally, member education
groups. However, the main em- of the syllabus, should be deve- f rof™“ “ e
phasis in education should be loped. Somehow, it must be *n content and form. It has to
1 asis in eoucation s ensured that the newlv elected be the programme of the mem-
h 'f  » n i f ! ? f"he iP aDC- members get necessary knowledge bers, for the members and by thehelp ” if this value is inculcated members. Without going into
in the participants, half the ana unaerstanaings aoout tneir sufficient to sav
purpose of member education will responsibilities, which will equip > leadership development
be served, because further co- them better for solving problems. here that leadership development

“y. ' j  :■ which involves knowledge of andoperative effort and continuation pyncriencc with narliamenMrv
Of member education can then Scope of member education procedures, skills of cdmmunica-

in local hands. Considering the varied educa- tion with various types of groups
j?j „„ A , , , tional needs of different groups has to be included in a member

atnon at different eve s jt js difficult to define the scope education programme. It may
All secondary and apex level of member education. Actually not be possible for Cooperative

organisations draw their strength member education like adult educators to show immediately
from their constituent members education tends to be as wide as phenomenon results in terms ot
and ultimately from the primary human life itself. In this context, quantity but they will be able to
t'nits. The member organisations if we examine the course contents improve the quality of some
send their representatives to the of member education programmes potential leaders and thus will
higher level organisations Some being run in different parts of the bring an healthy effect on the
°f the representatives are’ elected world we find in them practically affairs of cooperatives, It will be
^officebearers in higher orga- all sorts of contents ranging from more advantageous, to form a
nisations. In this wav they ‘Qualities of bread and butter’ nucleus of self-development in a
acquire new sets of duties and to ‘principles ot cooperation. cooperative than to hurriedly
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cover large membership to culum indicating various ap- any plan for establishing a co­
achieve some quantitative results. proaches and methods to be used operative enterprise it must be

iheducating members, will have to ensured that adequate provisions
Some Suggestions for be conceived for each category of for education of its probable
Considerations members. The curriculum should members are made. In fact,

include necessary information members should be involved even
Can illiterate members parti- and understanding to be given, at the planning stage of any co-

cipate effectively in educational skills and attitudes to be imparted operative enterprise. Co-operation
programmes and in the affairs of and interests and values to be has to be taken as a process of
their societies? This question was created in the minds of partici- adult education through economic
discussed in the National Seminar pants. Some sort of educational activity. Co-operative education
of Cooperative Education Officers research should be continuously has to be treated as the most
recently organised by the Nation- carried out by the planners, important principles of co-opera-
al Cooperative Union of India at administrators and teachers in tion. Right knowledge through
New Delhi. Illiteracy and pre- the field of member education. right methods must be given to
judices of people particularly in It is hardly to be over-emphasised membeis at the right time. Noth-
rural areas were considered as that members should be consult- ing short of this will work. It is
serious handicaps in the way of ed in finalising an educational too much to expect any tangible
cooperative member education programmes meant for them. results from member educators,
and other development pro- after the situation in a co-opera-
grammes. In order to make our In conclusion, it can be said tive society has deteriorated 
efforts to bear fruits, it is neces- that at the time of formulating beyond recovery, 
sary to link member education 
with teaching of 3 Rs. to illiterate 
and semi-literate members. How­
ever, the question of organising 
member literacy programmes by 
the cooperatives themselves, can 
be answered only after some 
experimentation. The second 
question which needs careful 
examination is :

Just out
Can there be a syllabus for 

education of ordinary members ?
, . , The Implications of Continuous LearningIf we over-emphastse the pro­

blems solving approach, then the
answer may be'N o’, as problems by
in local societies are considered 
to be unique. If we examine
these problems, many of them Roby Kidd
will either be common or will be 
having the common origin-
ignorance of members about the Price Rs 2.50 or $1.00 abroad
affairs of their societies and
principles and practices governing
them. Education to understand
and solve such common problems
can form the core syllabus of
member education to be supple- Can be had from I
mented by solution of local pro­

that the idea of core syllabus Ind,an Adult Educat,on Association
emerges from the so-called
academic approach in which 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi (India)
members do not show any 
interest. This question points 
atleast to one direction. The 
formulation of syllabus in terms 
of some information is not 
enough. A comprehensive curri-
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LIBERAL EDUCATION AND THE VILLAGERS ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANIZATION......
OF MYSORE (Continued from page 3)

. . .  . (Continued from page 10) schools—primary and secondary—and a few leading
tailoring mat-making weaving carpentry and members of the village may be constituted. 
smiUnng (a hundred and s'xty hours). Now turning to the National level, it is necessary

The liberal nature of these studies is shown, for tQ haye a Nati(fnal Board of Adult Education, with 
example in the “biographies which include names he Minister for Education as the Chairman and the 
such as Buddha, Jems Confucius, Newton, Galileo pianni Commission Member in cha of Educa- 
Louis Pasteur and Faraday, as well as those of tion> as6Deputy chairman. It should include a few 
outstanding Indians. Members of Parliament, representatives of the

The students daily programme may appear Ministries of EducatioD) Labour, Industry, Food
arduous, for they rise at 5 a.m. and the lights-out and Agriculture. It should include some prominent
call comes at 10 p.m. with three half-hour breaks for educatfonists and representatives of the Indian Adult
meals and a one-hour period of leisure in the middle Education Association, Women’s Education Council, 
of the day. This intensive schedule is followed for the Central Social Welfare Board £tc
six days a week, with Friday as a ho iday. The responsibility for this campaign should devolve

Students between eighteen and thirty years of age on fte Stat£ Departments of Education and it is these
are admitted to the Vidyapeeths, they must be pajd empi0yees that should answer to their State
literate and residents of a village within Mysore Governments and through them to the National
State, should be engaged in the traditional occupa- Governments as in the case of other sectors of
tion ot the^ family, either on their ovvn or Education, for achievement of the targets, timely
their parents land, and are expected to return to fulfilment of the programmes, and proper accounting
their village after training. The value ot the tbe pubijc money. The non-official agencies 
scholarship provided for each student is forty rupees should not be burdened with these. They should be
a month which covers boarding expenses. free from jbese irksome details, so that they can

The language of instruction at the Vidyapeet is effectively create the climate, lay down policies, plan
is Kannada. When teaching, the Danes are pro- out programmes and evaluate them periodically. It
vided with interpreters, and foreign visitors who may also be necessary to have regional committees
wish to meet the students or are invited to talk to 0f National Board of Adult Education to review
them also use interpreter. and coordinate work at Regional level.

Three of the eight vidyapeeths have established j atn conscious of the fact that what is attempted 
their own co-operatives and it is planned to set up by Government Departments run the risk of being
similar co-operatives in the remainder. 1 liese bogged by various procedural formalities especially
cooperative organisations market the farm produce wdb regard to sanction of funds. Such a situation
and craft, goods produced at the Vidyapeeth and bas t0 be avoided. But it is not necessary for that
purchase, for re-sale to members, a range of con- purpose to create an autonomous non-official
sumer goods. The Shivaragudda co-operative, for organization and hand over the entire resnonsibility.
example, has 260 members, a share capital of 2,300 Adult Education is a new field and is also a vast 
rupees and a credit capacity with the District Co- field In a vast country like ours, conditions and
operative Bank up to a limit of ten times its share set-upS are likely to vary from State to State. What
capital. Its members include villagers from nearby may work smoothly in one State may not work in
former students of the college, farm labourers at the anotber> Hence we should be prepared to allow a
Vidyapeeth, and members of the teaching staff. g0od deaj 0f flexibility in working these programmes.

In addition to the two five-month residential Ee{ not arguments about the content or the mode
courses conducted each year, the Vidyapeeths con- Qf 0peratjon delay the campaign any longer. Let
duct a number of short courses on specific rural us about Adult Education work with a sense of 
subjects. These are held during the one-month emergency, create a whirlwind of awareness of its
penod between two major courses. For example, in urgency, enlist every possible offer of cooperation

4 at Shivaragudda Vidyapeeth, there were a three- and forge abeadj realising that perfection in the
ay course in poultry farming, a seven-day home performance of any job is realised only in the

science course for women, a four-day course on fruit process of performance, 
and vegetable cultivation, and other courses of
similar length in dairy farming and craft work. ------- — ------- -—-— --------- - - . . ...... .

Within two decades the Vidyapeeth scheme in People’s College at Elsinore, Denmark, perhaps
^ysore has thus grown into an educational venture provide a signpost to the future role of these
dj. significant proportions. Over this time, about institutions: ‘ The Vidyapeeth movement is one of
ntteen hundred students have been trained at the the most realistic attempts to realise the People’s
colleges. The Adult Education Council has plans College idea in India. It imparts residential educa­
tor additional Vidyapeeths so that there will be one tion to the rank and ii! “ T the peasantry and may
n each of the nineteen districts of Mysore. form a basis for an Adult Lif R ation Teachers’ College

The words of one visiting educator, Dr. P. as well.’
anniche, former Principal of tne International —Hemisphere, Nov. 1966
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New Life Members
IN response to the request of the Hony. General Dr. Liveright in Delhi

Secretary Shri S. C. Dutta, the following
members have become life member of the Dr. A.A. Liveright, Director, Centre for the 

Indian Adult Education Association:— Study of Liberal Education for Adults, Boston
University is arriving in New Delhi on February 13. 

Shri R.R. Diwakar, M.P. President, Gandhi During his three day stay in Delhi, Dr. Liveright 
Smarak Nidhi. will meet Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, Vice-Chancellor,

0 . c , , , ,  „  . . .  D__. „ nit„ Delhi University, Shri J.P. Naik, Adviser, Ministry
Smt. Sulochana Modi, President, Bombay City 0f Education; Dr. K.L. Joshi, Secretary, University 

Social Education Committee. Grants Commission, Dr. M.C. Shukla, Director,
Dr. V.S. Jha, Member, Education Commission, Correspondence Courses and Continuing Education,

, University of Delhi, Dr. T.A. Koshy, Director, 
Shri G.L. Shukla, Director, Social Welfare and Deptti 0f Adult Education, NCERT and Dr. Amrik 

Panchayats of Madhya Pradesh. Singh, Secretary Inter-University Board, and the
Shri D.P. Nayyar, Specialist, Education Division, University Adult Education Association.

Planning Commission Liveright will also have discussions with the
Shri M.C. Nanavatty, Director, Social Educa- General Secretary of the Association Shri S.C. Dutta. 

tion, Deptt. of Community Development, He will also have talk with Shri J.C. Mathur, 
Panchayats and Cooperation Additional Secretary, Deptt. of Agriculture and

„  T . it • •, member of UNESCO’s Committee for Advancement
Dr. Amrik Singh, Secretary, Inter-University 0f Adult Education.

Board, New Delhi.
Dr. P.L. Pareekh, Director, SEOTC, Vidya Dr. Liveright will also address a Seminar at 

Bhawan Udaipur. Delhi University and another at Department of
Adult Education (NCERT).

Shri K.N. Srivastava, Director, Literacy House,
Lucknow. On the 16th morning, Dr. Liveright will leave for

K - . H  Katheryan Kiracofa Convenor Adul, M a S ’t d "
CouncO°NagpiTr” 1166’ Nat Christian the Director 0f Adult Education, Shri U.S. Gaur.

Smt. C.K. Dandiya, Asstt. Director, Deptt. of Dr. Liveright will also make a trip to Udaipur to 
Adult Education, University of Rajasthan, meet the President of IAEA, Dr. Mohan Sinha 
Jaipur. Mehta.

Shri K.S. Muniswamy, Deputy Director, Literacy.
House, Lucknow. Dr. Welthey Fisher

Shri N A. Ansari, Asstt Director, Deptt. of Dr. Welthey Fisher, founder of Literacy House 
Adult Education, N.C.E.R.T. New Delhi. and President World Education, New York, is con-

Shri A.R. Siddique, Head Deptt. of Field Work, vaUscing in New Delhi.
Literacy House, Lucknow. On January 29, Mrs Fisher fell from the stairs

of the Indian Adult Education Association and 
fractured her left arm.- She was removed to

_____  Safdarjung Hospital and was attended to by Dr.
Doraiswami.

Indian Library Association Mrs Fisher came to Delhi to attend the Execu­
tive Committee meeting of the India Literacy Board

The All India Library Conference was held which inns the Literacy House at Lucknow, 
recently at Chandigarh Shri Sohan Singh was
elected President of the 'dian Library Association. --------

Printed end Published by Dbarm Vlr for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. Indraprastha 
Mtirg, New Delhi. Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Chandni Chowk, Delhi.
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JAGDISH MATHUR INAUGURATES 
WRITERS’ W O R K S H O P

Inaugurating a writers’ workshop in New Delhi, the well-known leader of adult education movement 
Shri J.C. Mathur said that production of literature for neo-literate should be a team-work wherein the 
writer, the technical expert and the leader should all put their heads together and produce literature which 
would give correct and relevant subject-matter in a language understood by neo-literates and in a style 
liked by them.

'T 'H E writers’ workshop which began on February Earlier, Dr. T.A. Koshy, Head of the Adult 
28 will go up to March 25, and has been Education Department welcomed Shri Mathur and 
organised by the Department of Adult Educa- outlined the functions of the newly-established unit 

tion of the National Council of Educational for the production and promotion of literature for 
Research and Training, with the objective of pro- neo-literates. He said, the unit apart ftom producing 
ducing books and other reading materials for neo- model literature for neo-literates, will conduct 
literate farmers to help them in increasing research on reading habits and interests of neo- 
agricultural production. literates and take up studies and pilot projects for

book promotion and distribution.
Shri Mathur, a distinguished administrator and a

well-known Hindi writer, is a member of UNESCO’s The meeting was attended among others by 
International Committee for the Advancement of Sarvshri S.C. Dutta, S.R. Pathik, N.R. Gupta and 
Adult Education and a member of the Executive B.R. Vyas.
Committee of the Indian Adult Education
Association. With the cooperation of the Farm Information

Unit of the Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Conr- 
Shri Mathur said that it was essential for the niunity Development and Cooperation, an exhibi- 

writers to keep constantly in view the readers and tl0n of materials produced by them was also set up. 
their interests and needs. The writers should not be 
satisfied merely with the opportunity they get for 
their self-expression but should also strive to achieve 
the utilitarian objective of giving knowledge and
information to their readers which would enable ----------------------------------------------------- —--------- —i
them to acquire skills necessary for increasing pro­
ductivity. In addition to books, efforts should be Editorial Board
made to encourage publication of periodicals for the j)r m . S. Mehta
nse of neo-literates and for inclusion of special .
columns in the newspapers. Shn Ma&a"bhal Desai

Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
Shri Mathur said that there was a real challenge Dr, T. A. Koshy

or Adult Education Workers to demonstrate how p r f j  p  Saksena.
adult literacy could be made functional. It was to
be experimented how teaching, reading and writing Published by
?an go along with imparting of knowledge about Indian Adult Education Association,
mcreasing agricultural production which was the 17-B. indraprastha Marg. New Delhi
beed of the hour. He expressed the hope that the A n n u a l  Subscription
Participants under the guidance of experts would be 8.00  .- Foreign $3.50.
able to produce really good materials for neo- Single Copy Re. l.oo



Role of Universities in Eradication of Illiteracy
By S.N. Ranade, Director, Delhi School of Social Work

AN illiterate population consti- nizational effort will be needed and what ought to be. Though
tutes a serious threat to which will involve every sectio i in recent years the Universities
development and democracy of the community. The Com- have become far less secluded

and our efforts to wipe out illiter- mission have suggested a two- than they were in the past there
acy have so far been very feeble. fold strategy based on (a) the does not yet seem to be an ade-
Despite the unprecedented expan- selective approach (b) the mass quate appreciation on their part
sion of primary education during approach, but have put a greater of the wider social responsibili-
the three plan periods, the num- reliance on the mass approach ties which they can shirk only at
ber of illiterate persons has which will involve “determined their peril,
registered an increase. In 1966 mobilization of all available men
there are 20 million more and women in the country to In a University the pro­
illiterates than there were in 1961, constitute a force to combat gramme for the eradication of
due to the enormous growth of illiteracy.” The main responsi- illiteracy should form a part of a
population which has more than bility in this mass campaigns will broader programme of Adult
neutralized all developmental have to be shouldered by students Education which itself should be
effort. Illiteracy has undoubted- and teachers. an important constituent of a
ly impeded efforts to check popu- multifacet programme of na-
lation growth. What have the Universities to tional service. Eradication of

offer in the gigantic effort for the illiteracy is important but educa-
Literacy is important, though successful demolition of the most tion of illiterates can not and

probably not altogether indis- formidable barrier to develop- need not wait till literacy is
pensable for education. But ment ? They have with them achieved. The Education Corn-
education in the contemporary manpower, youthful and dynamic mission have rightly pointed out
society has acquired a new signi- and as yet uncommitted. If their that Adult Education should
finance. It is not restricted to idealism could be rekindled precede, accompany and follow
formal programmes offered in through purposeful activity there “the programmes of literacy.”
traditional institutions and it is is hope that we may be able to The interest of the adults can be
not confined to a limited period accomplish some of our cherish- stimulated and sustained and
of time in a person’s life. It has ed goals that appear unreachable relapse into illiteracy prevented
become a life-long necessity. Lack today. Eradication of illiteracy only if literacy teaching is closely
of educational opportunities is one such goal. linked with adult education,
which illiteracy implies means
nothing less than absence of free- It must be recognized, that There are two fronts on which 
dom. An illiterate person has a involvement of University students the Universities can wage the
very limited scope for the deve- and teachers in a movement for battle for literacy—one within
lopment of his personality. He the eradication of illiteracy is andtheotheroutsidetheU niver-
can contribute little to the growth not something that will be of sity community. Within each
ot the community and is a drag benefit only to the illiterates. The University community there are a
on its resources. Thus from the wide gap between the educated large number of illiterates. Last
points of view of the individual few and the illiterate many is year the Delhi University became
and the community illiteracy hardly conducive to the accomp- painfully aware that a large
presents a grave threat and a lishment of egalitarian goals. number of its class IV employees
formidable challenge. If we are There is' little communication were illiterate. The Vice-Chancel-
to depend entirely on the expan- between those who have the pri- lor appointed a committee to go
sion of primary education for the vileges of education and those into this problem and suggest
solution of this problem we may who have been denied these. measures for the liquidation of
have to wait well-beyond this Contact with illiterates seems illiteracy in the University
century. It is for these reasons essential for the education of the campus. A quick survey revealed
that the Education Commission, literates in a developing country that over 45% of these employees
in their report, have pleaded for like ours. There is no doubt that were illiterate. In addition most
a massive, unorthodox national such a contact will provide mean- of their adult dependents specially
e foif, toi the eradication of ing and depth to education. women, were also illiterate. The
illiteiacy within a period of More than that it might inculcate University Council of Social
twenty years. a sense of realism and responsi- Service Leagues took up the

Tf tbtc ic i, bilit,y araong the youth by bring- challenge and called for student
(( this is not to remain a mg home to them the profound volunteers. The response was

pious wish, a tremendous orga- gap that exists between what is {Continued on page 14)



Training of Literacy Teachers and Supervisors
By Harbans Singh Bhola*

LITERACY is undoubtedly departments. Most training Department which looks after
essential for building a mean- programmes in such institutions these training programmes at
ingful democracy. Literate as Social Education Organizer’s Literacy House is not a wing of

communities are more likely to Training Centres, Mukhya Sevika formal education and under­
sustain democratic institutions Training Centres, and Gram standably could not structure
at local, regional and national Sevika Training Centres are sup- training too strictly nor lay down
levels. People able to read and posed to pay some attention to the prerequisite qualifications
write can participate effectively literacy. However, these institu- and experiences of prospective
in taking decisions that concern tions seldom have special per- trainees. The duration and con-
them, their homes and fields, sonnel to look after the literacy tent of courses had also to be
and their communities. component of their training flexible. For example, requests

programmes. With the increased for training have, in the past,
There are various things that emphasis on food production and varied in duration from 2 days

need to be done for the eradica- Panchayati Raj, the literacy com- to 30 days. In terms of content,
tion of illiteracy which in India ponent of the over-all training requests have been equally varied,
has depressing proportions. For programmes has been diluted Some courses, therefore, empha-
example, adult schools must be and in some cases has completely sised only literacy methods and
opened and a minimum of disappeared from the curriculum. materials. Others also included
equipment must be put in those audiovisual techniques. When
schools. Special literature that Which such specialized train- trainees were interested in the 
neo-literates can read and which ing programmes as the Khadi preparation and manipulation of
they will enjoy reading must be Gram Udyog Vidyalayas, Small puppets, a highly popular folk
produced and put in libraries Industries Training Centres, and medium of this region, training
established in villages and work Panchayati Raj Training Centres, activities were so structured as
places. But most important of with their respective specific to enable trainees to acquire
all a well-trained adult teacher emphases have sprung up all these skills,
must be put in each adult class. over India, special programmes
Professional and competent for literacy training are few if One Step Ahead
supervisors and administrators of any. Literacy House is one of Early in 1966 it was felt by
literacy programmes must be the few institutions that has those responsible for literacy
created to organize literacy committed all its resources to training that its programmes
programmes and keep them research, training and action in should be put in a more tangible 
running. Effective training pro- the field of literacy. format without sacrificing fiexi-
grammes for preparing needed bility of approach. The need
literacy personnel thus assume Literacy House Training Pro- was to clarify training objectives
considerable importance. gramme in Perspective and develop a rational for includ-

Literacy House training pro- ing or excluding particular con-
institutions for Training Literacy grammes for adult teachers and tent. The idea was to be able to
Workers * supervisors have a history of offer to prospective trainee groups

While literacy clearly belongs almost fourteen years. Coures suitable alternatives among pro­
to the tradition of education, in have been organised at the perly designed instructional
India it had, in recent years, Literacy House campus or at units. It was also intended to
become a part of the community the campuses of other institutions have a clearly defined format
development programmes of the by training terms sent from that would enable a continuous
country. Opening of adult Literacy House. In the years evaluation of instructional units
literacy centres establishment of 1965 and 1966 twenty-five courses and training methods,
reading rooms ’and libraries and for over 600 literacy teacher and
training of block level officers supervisors were organized. This involved standarJiran'on
t°r social education programmes on the one hand and diversified'
J^ere and are mostly looked after The programme of literacy tion on the other. Through
by the Community Development training at Literacy House has, standardization of content it was
A partm ent of the Government over tbe years, been a pragma- intended to develop some well-
°f India and state develonment tic one. It was designed to meet rounded instructional units. The_ _ _  development workgrs where they were; subjecl matter conten; of these
_ * Dr H-irhnnc cinoi to accept them as they were units as well as the level at which
^ P a r t m g ? a n d  fulfill the needs that they it was to be dealt with were 

neracy House, Lucknow. 4 felt. The leacher Training clearly laid down. By establishing
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the units of time required for design offered here seeks to meet Indian adult typically lives, acts,
coping with particular content, it most of these requirements and and makes decisions. This unit
was possible to get a fairly good is based on a “ Unit by Level” thus identifies the characterstics
idea of what could be done in plan. of an adult and provides the
how much time. An institution trainees useful insights for res-
or a group requesting one week’s Description of Levels ponding effectively to these
training time can now be helped On the basis of previous characteristics,
to decide how the training time experience prospective partici-
at its disposal can best be spent pants in training courses were Teaching o f Reading and
in terms of its needs and interests. divided into two main categories: Writing

(Unit 3, 5£ days)
Many different and diversified (1) Junior High and High 

roles exist in the area of literacy. School Group, and (2) Graduate This large one-week unit intro-
In the field are adult teachers and Post-Graduate Group. Those duces the essential requirements
who hold night classes in villages who have passed junior high or for primers and readers written
and urban centres for farmers high school generally work as for adults. Attention is also
and workers. Supervisors work- V.L.W’s and as literacy teachers given to teaching writing and
ing for voluntary organizations or while those who are graduates or numerical skills to adult learners,
development block help teachers even post-graduates are most Uses of periodical and non-
on class organizations drop-outs, often employed as supervisors periodical supplementary litera-
community support, materials and and instructors. These two levels ture to establish the reading habit
facilities, and many other pro- thus cover most people likely to among adult readers are discus-
blems. People in government undergo such training. sed. Some commonly used textual
offices and education departments' materials for teaching literacy to
fill administrative roles in relation Description of Units adults are analysed with empha-
to planning and organization of Literacy workers must do cer- sis on teaching literacy with the
literacy programmes. Lastly. tain kinds of jobs while working Naya Savera set of texts,
lecturers in universities and in the field. For doing those jobs
teacher training colleges now they must have a body of know- Supplementary Techniques:
teach full or half papers in adult ledge and skills with which to Audio-Visual Materials
education and need the stimula- invent solutions to problems they (Unit 4, 2\ days)
tion of workshops and seminars. face in their work. An inventory
Naturally, a single training course of such knowledge and skills was This unit, extending over 2£
with roughly the same content is prepared and divided into six days, seeks to provide the trainees 
not good for everyone. Some units around specific themes. with an awareness of the audio­
diversification of instructional Descriptions of these units visual materials available to
content is necessary. follow : literacy teachers. The emphasis

is on the utilization of audio-
What follows is the descrip- Literacy—Its Needs and Purpose visual materials. Simpler aids

tion of a plan for the training of (Unit 1, 2 \ days) such as charts, flashcards, and
literacy workers, both teachers khaddargraphs are given particu-
and supervisors. Training and This unit, extending over 2\ lar attention because of their
orientation programmes for adult days is designed to give the special relevance to Indian condi-
education workers are also being trainees an understanding of the tions.
developed but are not reported illiteracy problem in India, to
here. define the historical and philoso- Supplementary Techniques:

phic bases of literacy for demo- Puppet-Making and Manipulation
“Unit by Level” Plan for cratic societies, and to clarify the (Unit 5, 3 days)
Literacy Personnel relation of literacy to economic

A training design for literacy and social development. This 3-day unit is designed to
workers must deal with at least give the trainees rudimentary
"our different problems: (a) varied Working with Adults skills in moulding, painting and
literacy-related roles for which (Unit 2, 3 days) manipulating glove-puppet'1, a
people have to be prepared; popular folk medium in some
(b) varied competences and edu- This unit, extending over 3 parts of India, 
cational backgrounds of people days, seeks to distinguish between
applying for such training; children and adults as learners. Administration and Evaluation
(c) different interests of trainee It provides understanding of (Unit 6 ,2\ days)
groups in terms of subject matter adult’s learning abilities and
content; and (d) varying dura- motivations for learning. It also Th|s 21 day unit is designed
tions of time they can invest in discusses the characteristics of to introduce simple principles of 
such training. The training social structures in which an {Continued on page 14)
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A SCHEME FOR MEASUREMENT OF SUCCESS OF
LITERACY PROJECTS

By B.B. Srivastava*

THE importance of literacy for jects are planned and experimen- of literacy. Shri Raj Narain has
a developing economy and tations are done. All claim to collected a good number of con-
rapidly changing society lead to the same destination but cepts of literacy in his book

cannot be over-emphasised. through different approaches and “Education for Literacy.”3 and
Galbraith1 mentions a literate all claim that they have succeeded. has arrived at the conclusion that
population having a highly There must be some device to only a “relativistic definition of
literate minority as one of the judge their claims and to measure literacy” can be provided,4 by
four other things a developing the degree of their success on a which he certainly means a defini-
country should aspire to produce common, comparable scale. Such tion which is related to the needs
along with capital and techni- a device is necessary to help the and aspirations of the society.5
cians. The other three things national planners and other
mentioned by him are: a sub- agencies in the field to make an The concept of “functional
stantial measure of social justice, unerring profitable choice—the literacy” has gained a wide re-
a reliable apparatus of Govern- selection of a literacy project cognition in India as well as in
ment and public administration, which satisfies the requirements other developing countries in the
and a clear and purposeful view and conditions of a country which world. The aim of functional
of what development involves. can be adopted on a large scale literacy as defined by UNESCO’s
There is a strong relationship to wipe out illiteracy. A measu- Conference of Literacy Experts
between literacy and social rement device, which is objective is more akin to the needs and
change, especially industrializa- and based on empirical facts; aspirations of India today,
tion and economic development. which employs criteria which are Accoding to this Conference:
The U.N. Economic and Social widely recognised and are in
Council observes: accordance with the needs and “A person is literate when he

aspirations of a country; which is has acquired the essential
“It cannot be emphasised too elastic enough so that adjust- knowledge and skills which
strongly that the enormous ments can be easily made: and enable him to engage himself
reservoir of adult illiteracy which is simple and less costly, is in all those activities in which
presents the greatest threat to needed. Both planners and literacy is required for ejflfec-
the success of the Develop- evaluators of literacy projects tive functioning in his group
ment Decade and to hopes need such a device. This paper and community and whose
and plans for raising standards is an attempt in this direction. attainments in reading, writing
of living throughout the and arithmetic make it possi-
world.”2 A. The Goal: Functional Literacy ble for him to continue to use

Goal of an activity is the first these skills towards his own
Developing countries are and foremost criterion to judge and the community’s deve-

much anxious to wipe out the the success of that activity. lopmcnt and for active parti-
bulk of illiteracy from their soil Success of a literacy project must cipation in the life of his coun-
to make the soil grow more. The be measured against the goal it try.”
task is huge and the countries are sets before itself. The desirabi-
short of resources, yet the barrier lity and value of the goal itself To be an objective criterion
is to be thrown away as soon as should also be reviewed in terms for measurement, it must be
possible. Methods for teaching of the needs and aspirations of defined in quantitative terms—in
literacy are devised, literacy pro- the society. An attempt is made terms of numbers of school years

, _______  in the following pages to review and/or in terms of amount of
* B.B. Srivastva is a Technical needs and aspirations of India vocabulary. The Experts Corn-

Assistant in the Department of Adult 'n re8ard to literacy. mittee is also of similar opinion
Education, National Institute of Edu- and continues—

National Council of Educa- The goal of literacy projects 
Delhi. esearch and Naming, New is, conspicuously, attainment of “ In quantitative terms, the

1. Galbraith, J.K., “A Positive literacy by large number of iilite- standard of attainment in func-
Approach to Foreign Aid,” Foreign rate adults. This is the prime ................ ..... _

Vo! 39, No. 3 motive behind the organisation 3. Raj Narain, Education fo r  L iteracy

A“ "n rSZV®0 L ite r a c y , Document No. 1S n°t vei} ckd and not umver- 4  jjjjj n 17
c/i77b 15 May 1963, pp. 36-37. sally agreed upon is the concept < ibid’ pin'.
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tiona! literacy may be equated gested 5 stages. Three stages fixed and only that adult who has
to the skills of reading, writing corresponding to different years obtained marks above the cut-off
and arithmetic achieved after of schooling seem to me to be point, should be declared to have
a set number of years of pri- more appropriate division. Dr. attained the decided standard,
mary or elementary school- Irwin Lorge has also suggested 3 Fairness in administration of the
ing.” stages.7 The 1st stage may be test should generally be presumed

equated with Grade II of primary by the evaluator. However, in
Mushtaq Ahmed has suggested schooling, the 2nd stage with case of doubt, the cut-off point

the completion of 4 or 5 years of Grade III and the 3rd stage with may be increased accordingly,
schooling as equivalent to the Grade IV of primary schooling,
standard achieved in functional Likewise, the total vocabulary for The Scale
literacy.0 He bases his suggestions functional literacy can also be The scale proposed in this
on the recommendations made by divided into these 3 stages. paper for the measurement of
Sir Philip Hortog in 1928 and by Mushtaq Ahmed has detailed out success of literacy projects on this
the Census of India, 1931, for 4 the skills to be acquired at each criterion of “goal,” is a continu-
years of schooling for permanent stage. His list can be well adjust- ous one. The 3 stages leading to
literacy. William Gray had also ed to the schemes of 3 stages as functional literacy are three points
suggested the same grade of proposed here: that is, his 1st at equal distance. The test whose
primary education as equivalent and2od stages may correspond standard is decided by the evalua-
to functional literacy. Thus, it to the stage 1, his 3rd stage to tor beforehand, places the pro­
may be agreed that a standard the stage 2, and his 4th and 5th ject within the range of that stage
equivalent to 4 years of schooling stages to the stage 3. The details with which the test has been equat-
at present in India, that is in regard to number of words ed. Within the specified stage the
primary standard, should be the and time can be adopted after ‘level of attainment’ (that is,
desired standard to be achieved necessary modifications. quality of iiteracy achieved by .
by a literacy project. adults) may vary. That is, a

Literacy Test number of projects may adminis-
A still more objective and ter tests of similar standard but

quantitative definition can be For the purpose of measure- their achievement may not be the
provided in terms of vocabulary. ment, it is most desired that there same. Hence, each stage may be
The N.F.E.C (now Department should be a common standardiz- divided into 3 points which will
of Adult Education, N.I.E) ed test for functional literacy in indicate ‘low’, ‘average’, and
Seminar on Adult Literacy in each Indian language. Prefer- ‘high’ ‘level of attainment’ of
1962 approved a vocabulary of ably, there should be a graded literacy by a project. To measure
3.000 words of high frequency and test which can measure literacy th e ‘level of attainment’ within
Mushtaq Ahmed has suggested it at any of the three stages. How- the specified stage of literacy, the
to be of 2,000 words. However, ever, in the lack of such a stan- following formula should be
much work are to be done in this dardized test and norms, a pro- used:
regard for empirical findings of — - ■
such number and for preparation Total marks obtained by adults
of the list of such basic vocabul- who have been declared literate
ary in Hindi and other Indian
languages. Level of Attainment = -----------— ---------------------------

Besides, being in accordance Total number of adults who have
with the present day needs and been declared literate,
aspirations of India, the standard
of functional literacy is desirable —
also because it gives permanency per procedure of scoring the
to the literacy learnt and does ‘answers’ can be developed to which is nothing but the average
not disappear which is a most overcome the difficulty. If a marks obtained by adults declar-
anguishing problem for literacy certain test is administered in a ed literate in the project. Then,
projects. literacy project, the standard in to decide whether it is low, aver-

terms of functional literacy must age, or high level of attainment, 
The path of functional literacy first be decided by the evaluator. divide the distance between cut-

can be divided in a number of After deciding the standard, a off point and maximum marks
stages. Mushtaq Ahmed has sug- proper cut-off point should be into three. That is, suppose the

cut-off point is 40%, then 40%
—-------------  to 54% marks may be ‘low’, 55%

6 . Ahmed, Mushtaq, Teaching A du lts 7. Quoted in “The Definition and 84°/ au ‘avernop’ nnd 85°/, to 
to R e a d  find  W r ite — A. Guidebook fo r  Measurement of Literacy’’ Fundam ental ,m #/ °  ,j - , , , ’ , f • 
Literacy Teachers, New Delhi: Jam ia a n d  A d u lt  Education, IX, 1957, No. 1, /0 US Digit level 01 dlldin-
M illia isiam ia, 1959, p.19. p.8. ment. Thus, the scale becomes a
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9-point scale as follows:
d ^ \  ^  ̂ 6 7 8 9 Functional

low avr. high low avr. high low avr. high Literacy 
STAGE STAGE STAGE

1 2 3
Hence, to formulate, the desired goal, the time of instruc- primer (Nava Savera)9 In the

nearer the point obtained to the tion alone should be considered scheme of functional literacy
point of functional literacy, the as project time. In case an extra developed by Shri Ahmed 10 this
more successful a project is. effort is compulsorily and regular- can be located at Stage 2 which
r. TI nr- . !y demanded, a mention must be lasts for 4 months. Thus, on the

' a e_i °? -It)ns: Time and Cost made of 11 and some proportion basis of this finding also the
A developing country, having of it should be added with the total period comes to 24 months

a large number of illiterates, time of instruction.
aspiring for such an ambitious Xhe Indian Adult Education
goal of wiping out illiteracy and There are two measurement Association has suggested a 
attainment of functional literacy, units of time which can be used period of 9 months11. In another
is, at the same time, subjected to for the purpose of evaluation. paper published in the Indian
certain conditions. A successful These are (a) hour, and (b) weeks Journal of Adult Education 13 it
literacy project should not only or months. The unit of hour has been opined that functional
achieve the goal as best as possible provides a more exact measure literacy can be achieved in two
but it should also satisfy to the than weeks or months. For the stages of 5 months each bv
maximum extent the conditions measurement of success the unit holding classes on five davs of a
placed by the country. Since litera- of hour should be used, at the week for H  hours per day These 
cy is so significantly related with same time the spread of these estimates do not mention the
social and economic development hours over period, that is unit of functional literacy in terms of
that a developing country wishes weeks or months, should also be school years or number of
to accomplish it in a short period taken into consideration. vocabulary,
so that the developmental pace can

? evf  0P ^  coun- Thus other things being On these meagre data we can-
tries are short of material resour- equal, the lesser the number of not generalize the time for an
ces and cannot afford to spend hours of instruction and the average project and hence can-
luxuriously and so always try to shorter the period of a project, not provide a standard for
explore a less costly means for the more successful it is. measurement of more successful

ainment of their goals. Thus or jess successful literacy projects,
there are two conditions before It is not definitely known how In the absence of standard only

?ne’ the time u UCh ‘T l  is normally required a relative statement can be madeand second, the cost. by an adult to gain the literacy of while comparing two or more
n T the standard of Grade IV i.e. projects.

T—Time functional literacy. It is true
There are normally two as- that he will not require four years B. II.—Cost of Literacy

pects of time involved in acquir- as is the case with a child. The U.N. Economic and
mg literacy by adults. Firstly, Though quite a few estimates are Social Council in its report13
what is commonly known as the available but no impirical evi- states “ Cost is the number of
line of instruction which, in dence is available for these units of currency (eg dollar)

almost all the literacy projects, estimates. Mushtaq Ahmed that must be spent in order to
s thenumber of hours spent m reports of one experiment con- obtain a unit of output and
he literacy classes. The other ducted by the Jamia Millia and should normally be based on the

o u t , f 4 ^ Speni y a S tlerar? rS he concludes “ - a n  average adult least expensive of the variousoutside the class. The first is cannot attain the primary 4th
most regular and does not vary grade level in less than 24 months   -

ith individuals, while the second or 1,000 hours of systematic 9 . Ahmed, Mushtaq, “What Lite-
not common for all adult teaching. This level of achieve- racy does to People?” Indian Journal o f

‘earners and hardly a few adults ment may be called functional Adil! Educatio">" XXVI> ‘965, to,
^ ° V 01  li t e r ,a C y ” 8 In “ Other Study in P’ V  Ahmed, Mushtaq, “Teachingling literacy. However, there Lucknow and Kanpur, Shri Adults to Read and Write,” p.p 22-27

may be certain projects where Ahmed has found that on an . I1- Indian Adult Education Asso- 
such an extra effort outside the average an adult took 3 months nation, “Pilot Project on Literacy”, 
class is compulsorily and regular- and 12 days to complete the first °f  ‘ XXV1*
y demanded, e.g. homework. 1 2 . -Plan for Adult Education in

_ -----r— — , India,” Indian Journal of Adult Edtica-
In calculation of time that a ,  u ?®d) Mushtaq. •'A Scheme tion, XXVt, 1966, 6 , P. 3.

Project took in arhievina J 1; , ,u Ll.tera°y» Indian Journal o f  13. U.N. Economic and socialIOOK in achieving the A d u lt E ducation ,'’ XXVI, 1965, 1, p. 3. Council, Op, Cit. p. 55.
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technically possible methods of salary paid to the teacher will —primers, readers, paper, slates,**
production. Two crucial points be accounted in the recurrent pencils, oil, mantle or electricity,
which arise in consideration of cost. However, in cases where transport, rent of building, if any,
cost ot literacy are : (a) what it is a major cost item, a suitable and such other consumable items.
e? e?,dr eS ,° JlteraCy, Pr°J.ect formulae for calculation of the Even if the cost of some of these
*r°“ rd k°;\nc’“de9d in calculation share of a project should be items is borne by committees and
°f P“  r L  V  r (b), What devised‘ adult Iearners> il should be in-should be the unit of output in cluded in the cost of the project
c. hteiacy project for calculation A simple procedure to cal-
0 per unit cost? culate the share of capital cost Thus, adding together the

„ of a project is suggested here: capital cost of a project and the
U) Components of Cost : make a list of all such items, recurrent cost, we get the total

, note the cost of the item and its cost of a project for the achieve-
There are, broadly, two kinds expected life in units of projects, ment of the goal of literacy.

01 costs involved in a literacy divide the cost of the item by its
project: (a) Capital Cost; and expected life and the resultant (2) Unit of Output
(o) Recurrent Cost. will be the share of a project for In the above section we have

t \ n  i ^  „ . , ^ a t  item,* add up all these worked out the calculation of
(a) Capital Cost : Capital resultants and the total will be cost of a literacy project. But a

cost is an expenditure which is the capital cost of a project. project is not a standard com-
2  £  i  r n iedm ° n,e Pr° ‘ , parable unit, because there are
L l  r f  t l f r  nJ£ll,y suc,ht Pro'  (h) Recurrent Cost : Re- small and big projects and cost
jects. Capital cost in a literacy current cost is an expenditure in terms of total project does not
S S i  '  WhiC,h iS » indicate the ex,eft of success onequipments. Capital cost, like single project. Recurrent cost this criterion Moreover a oro-
cosf forVkcracy or" i c K ^ S S n "  I” , »• T „  iect is no, an 3 t  of output,
fo, in a most al? the oro eels' , ?  “ “ .allowances ‘° si "“  our ohjeclive is assessment m aim0?1 al1 me, projects, tors, supervisors tind other per- of the achievement of a nmicet
generousW ahoted"free o f a r el employed in the project. the cost should be calculated in
by [helocal^com m unitier In pfJ n some ProJec/ s u°Paid volun- terms of that unit which the
case thev are taken on reni e£rs are employed to teach project has produced,case they are taken on rent, the literacy, no cost should be esti-
cost will be included in recurrent mated of them nor added to the A literac, project aims at

cost of the project. Obviously, it production of literate adults,
Equipments like blackboard litera^^w hich6 K? f ,henCe adultS made literate shou,d

chans and other durable mate- aS S em ent of he n r o S  S  m T “ ot A
rials of teaching and petromax it has Pained snrit Pn, i,r ^  literate adult is one who has
mats furniture and such other operation' Secondly Ore unnaid Passed.the J'leracy test adminis-
durable articles purchased or volunteers certainly in "P 'J  I f  ?  the proJect- Thus to
received in donation, are compo- respects differ from ^nd °Ut P-er UDlt cost of bteracy
nents of capital cost. Furniture S rs which verv n £ lS S L 'f 5 L’ !? 3 pr.°Ject> ^ i d e  the cost of 
received temporarily from local achievpmont ,y y a^ eCi  l!?e!r the Pr0Ject by the number of 
communities fhouldLET made S n T  in o t i S r  worts ,h,h" ad”',S mad' *"""
itTs not ownedlt by C<the project on^emcvis^ikelj to The drop-°uts and failures are
Thus, only those items recieved which will b» r f  waste products and they, though
in donation should be included J f i n S t  of the t o a  the ^ Vc 3 M*?® value, should be
in the capital cost, over which ° ignored. A high rate of drop-out
tne project has full authority of Recurrent enct „i ■ , , al?d failures are a high amount

■ W - X & j S i S  w a m g ffh e  “less 
Teacher training is another project is. In other terms a

important component of capital ~ high amount of wastage will
cost. In India it is, so far, _________

expenditure. It is in many cases a v<̂  exaoUrid ’j S S  ' £ 1  " ?  the a Pr°jects in India
only like an orientation because the quality of the service ’L ,u  p«rmanent,y given to the
course of shot, duration m % £  5 * (£ r jf,“ » W » S  t5 T 5  » ?
the held of adult literacy This Mves fairtv on nevenheless. such situation,1itPZ ,? mfini!shf ' , a
petiod CM well be included in • » S f t f  f ,S  ‘S iS K S ^ S  " f t  ' ”S  “ "if™"" »n1
the duration of .teaching and i, £  “ 'nnlicaiion tb citwc f c t b S ^ t e l l f S I i t S f T S S !

under capital cost ‘ C ‘
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enhance the per unit cost of tionaliy” literate.17 His calcula- on the size of project and thus
literacy and a costly literacy tions were based on the it cannot be comparable. There-
project cannot be said to be experiment of Adult School fore, it can be left out of consi-
a more successful project. conducted by Jamia Millia, New deration and size of attendance

Delhi. He calculated the per and dropout only should be used 
The cost of literacy is linked capita cost as Rs. 50.50. for the purpose of measurement

with the standard of literacy of success,
aimed and the time taken for C. Popularity : Attendance and
achieving the same. We are Drop-out For size of attendance and
definite about the standard of The above three criteria of dropout, percentages can be 
literacy, that is, we want a standard, time and cost stem calculated which are comparable
standard of functional literacy, from the aspirations and condi- and present a clear picture of the
but how much time will be norm- tions of the society and thus project’s popularity. The percen-
ally needed by a project is not judge the extent of fulfilment of tages of attendance and dropout
known; therefore, we cannot, these. A project, besides satis- can be calculated from the
at this juncture, prescribe a scale fying these criteria, should also attendance register in the follow-
of cost with average cost to be one which is liked and appre- ing manner :
declare, in absolute terms, a ciated by the people for whom
project successful or unsuc- it is meant. It is a most recog- (All the calculations should
cessful. Such a statement nised fact that unless the people be done monthwise, as it is most
can only be made in relative like and accept a project, it can- common breakup of period for
terms while comparing two or not be successful. In case of keeping attendance and other
more projects. . literacy projects this problem is records).

more acute, because literacy to
However, it will be useful if them does not bring any direct A. Note the number of adults

we look at some of the estimates immediate gain. Though they on roll each month;
of cost of literacy. In a study of realize the value of being literate, B. Find the number of days a
per capita cost of literacy in they do not realize the urgent class was held each month;
India, it has been found that need for it. Their little interest C. Multiply A and B of each
the per capita cost of adults made in literacy is subdued by many month and thus find the
literate between 1947 to 1951 other urgent economic and social maximum attendance;
was Rs. 12.55 which arose to problems. As a result, we find D. Count all the cells marked
Rs. 14.44 in 1951-52.14 On this a scanty enrolment and thin present in each month and
basis, allowing a 50 per cent attendance in the literacy classes this will be the actual atten-

. rise due to rise in prices, the and high rate of dropout. Thus, dance;
authors estimated Rs. 20 as in India and in other developing E. Divide D by C and multiply
adequate cost for per capita countries as well, there is need by 100 and the percentage
literacy.15 But this calculation of such literacy projects which of attendance in each month
and estimate is for the first stage can arouse strong feeling of need will be found;
of literacy. among people for literacy and F. Find the average percen-

motivate them to acquire it. It tage of attendance for
The Indian Adult Education means that it should have certain the whole project either by

Association18 has estimated qualities which attract people averaging the monthly pcr-
Rs. 7,500 for making a village and retain people for the whole centages or, to be more
literate where 250 adults are project period. In other words, accurate, by adding all the
expected to be made literate, a successful project should be entries in Columns C & D
thus per capita cost comes to popular among people and in a separately and dividing total
Rs. 30. This estimate is based on sense, it is a judgement by the of D by total of C and
number of adults enrolled. The people of its success. multiplying it by 100.
standard to be achieved is not
mentioned. Magnitude of enrolment, size The size of drouput can be

In 1965, Mushtaq Ahmed of attendance and of dropout found from Column A in
made an estimate of per capita evince the degree of popularity the above procedure. Compare
cost of adults made “func- of a literacy project, hence these the number of adults on roll in

can be accepted as valid indexes first month with that in last
~7jT . . of popularity. Of these, enrol- month and find out the diTerence

“Per CaphaaCosVo1'Lita‘racK’in Tndfa” ment does not provide an abso- in terms of percentage in relation
Indian Journal o f  AcMt Education XXV lute measure because it depends to enrolment in first month.
*964, 9, p. 6 . ’
, H :  “Pilot*3 Project on Literacy” Mushtaq. “A Scheme Thus, to formulate higher the
Xvvr Journal ° f  Education\ for Adult Literacy”, Indiani J o im a l  o f  percentage of attendance and
-oaVI, J965, 3, p. 3 . A dult Education, XXVI, 1965, 1, p. 3. lower the percentage of dropout,
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the more popular and thus more be assigned. It is at the discretion serves our purpose of placing
successful a project is. of the evaluators and the evalu- different literacy projects in the

ators should be guided by situa- relative positions on a continuous 
How to Use the Scheme : tions in their countries. scale of successfulness.
Assignment of Weightage

The four criteria, discussed Since, different evaluators, due Limitations
in this paper, are proposed to be to ideological differences may not
used as bases for measurement of agree to a uniform value, it The proposed scheme for
success of literacy projects. The should, ideally, be decided by measurement of success of life-
above discussion presents each empirical procedures. That is, racy projects has certain limita-
criterion separately but they are a group of persons of high stand- tions ' as well. It attempts to
suggested to be used together as ing in the field may be appointed measure success of literacy
a inulti-dimensional scale. In to act as judges. They should projects in its totality and does
fact, all these criteria are closely be asked to arrange these in a not provide to measure sepa-
related to each other and measure hierarchy and should assign rately or does not separately
success at different dimensions, values to each of these individu- account for the share of the
all of which are important and ally without consulting each various ingredients of a literacy
significant, though may vary in other. Then the mean value of project. Here I want to refer to
different countries. the values assigned to each one major ingredient and that is

criterion should be calculated, literacy method. A difference has
The criterion on standard of which should be taken as weight- been maintained between the

literacy measures a project on age assigned to a criterion. two. A literacy project is a total
one of the most vital dimensions, whole which includes the method
that is, the goal of literacy pro- It will facilitate the computa- of teaching, the organization and 
jects. 7 he other two criteria of tional work if the weightages are execution of the plan and all that
time and cost are to measure assigned out of a total value of are under organizers’ con-
success on two other dimensions. 100. Once the total value is divided trol and which are used for
It is not only the end, realization into these four criteria, the share achievement of the goal of lite-
of which is important, but the of each should be divided into racy, while a literacy method is
costs at which it has been realized several points (3, 5 or 7 points) only the mechanism of teaching
are also important. Here the on a common scale. Then a reading, writing and arithmetic
costs are time and money spent. project under evaluation should and thus is only one ingredient
1 he criterion of popularity fixes be put on appropriate points on of a literacy project. This scheme
its eyes on the fourth dimension. these scales and values thus will not be helpful in knowing
A project in a democratic society obtained on the four scales be the share of various ingredients
should be one which is liked and added. This will give a single in making a project successful or
accepted by the people. There value out of 100, which will failure. Only a suitable experi-
may be some more dimensions of indicate the extent of success of mental design can do this job
success but these four are most a project. The higher the value The scheme at this stage as
commonly accepted and thus the more a project is successful. pointed out in individual sections
non-controversial. These are also, does not provide absolute
more closely linked with the The above is a simplified measures. It is mainly due to
needs, aspirations and conditions procedure of combination of lack of standard tools like
o eveloping countries. results obtained on four different literacy tests and also due to lack

A problem i„ the use of this S S S W *  %  ” *J 5  S L " 2 f
t £ r k  h o w 'T T o 'm to V 'S  me,suremeI,t of success. b“« « launched so far.
results obtained from these four ■----
tests into one single value. And Just out
this involves the problem of — —
weightage The four criteria, The Implications of Continuous Learning
though mdependent, are closely
related and proposed to be used by
together. Assigning weightage is Roby Kidd
an answer to it. These four
criteria should be assigned differ- Price Rs 2.50 or §1.00 abroad
ent values out of a total value , , , ,
according to their importance in ca” ”e had from /
a particular country and accord- Tn,,. „
ing to the evaluators. The scheme an Education Association
i, very flexible and any value can 17-B Indraprasflra Marg, New Delhi (India)
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Training Adult Educationists in Hungary
By Soos Pal

Debreceni Teacher Training College

TOURING the last twenty years adult education Our students must register for the following main 
u  has made great progress in Hungary. Recently, theoretical subjects ; marxist philosophy and social 

the promulgation of the Guiding Principles of science—dialectical materialism historical material- 
Cultural Policy of the Hungarian Socialist Workers’ ism and sociology, political economy, scientific 
Party and the national conference of adult education socialism, history of religion and atheism; science 
in Debrecen, 1965. have opened up new prospects. of culture—history, theory, policy and organisation

The growing social acceptance of the principle of culture, planning of adult education work; aesthe- 
of continuing education and the development of the tics, education for artistic taste and the amateur 
systematic organisation of adult education has artistic movement—general literary, theatre, film 
demanded more and more well-trained professional music, fine arts, dancing, library sciences- 
workers capable of coming up to modern require- general, bibliography, centralised cataloguing; 
ments in theory and practice. Some years ago, psychology—general and adult; fpedagogy—general 
with this end in view, our cultural government and adult; and fundamentals of natural science,— 
authorities established professional instruction at industrial and agricultural knowledge. The first four 
two universities—Budapest and Debrecen—and at subjects are taught throughout five semesters, the 
two teachers’ training-schools in Debrecen and last three through two. Besides these subjects the 
Szombathely. students have to learn one or two foreign languages,

This short account deals only with the adult knowledge of mother language, handling of audio­
education w'ork of the teacher’s training-schools, visual instruments, typewriting and some sport. Our 
Hungarian, teachers’ training-schools give three present curriculum devotes a considerable range and 
years’ (six terms) instruction for their students who time to practical training, though it is the most 
come here after finishing the secondary school at unsettled section of our whole training work.
the age of eighteen. At present the following opportunities are pro-

The new adult education branch was established vided for our students; in the first two terms they 
at the teachers’ training-school of Szombathely four visit different cultural institutions and adult educa- 
years ago, and at our school in Debrecen three years tional programmes. These visits are in groups of 
ago. As both schools are training teachers, too, ten with a teacher or tutor. These practice visits 
they are institutes of two professions. Accord- are preceded and succeeded by group preparation 
ing to our experience until now, apart from some and analysis. In the third term the students have to 
little disagreements, the marriage of the two profes- demonstrate their own practice programme in the 
sions has proved fortunate. The adult education school, in the presence of their tutor and fellow- 
branch has a deputy head and two independent students. In the next two terms they do the same 
departments (chairs) for adult education (with a in the extra-mural field. Preparation, analysis and 
personnel of five), and for librarianship (with a marking are important parts of these further prac- 
personnel of three). There are 120 adult education tices too.

T  alL(°ne yCar T siSti  ° f ionl  s,tUrd' P o e t i c a l  training runs parallel with the theoreti- 
and heir teachers come from the practical field of Cal instruction. In the last term the students do 
adult education (The teachers training branch has not have any theoretical instruction at all. For two 
between ninety and one hundred students). AH the months they work as apprentices at different country, 
students are aged between eighteen and twenty-four. district or village cultural institutions (community 

The chief and most difficult question faced by the centre, village hall, club, etc.), and they spend the 
new training branch was the shaping of the pro- other two months in public libraries. These standard 
gramme of studies. The first version of our curri- practising institutions, selected from different parts 
culum arranged by outside experts, was too theoreti- of our country, are in close connection with our 
cal. It comprised too many subjects, with school. In this ‘semester of probation’ every stu- 
inadequate logical connection, and it did not give dent has to demonstrate a model programme eva- 
the students any time for practice. luated and marked both by his intra-mural and

The second version, revised by the teachers of extra-mural tutor, 
training themselves, was we think much better, In addition to these compulsory studies our 
though that is also not absolutely faultless. The students take part in differerent field trips, in 
Present curriculum tries to bring the subjects into collections of sociological data, and they organise 
harmony, and in its framework the theoretical instruc- various programmes by themselves in the school 
rton is already combined with a systematic, perma- and in the country. At the end of the three years 
nent and gradual practical training during the six the students of adult education have to pass a state 

rms‘ (Continued on page 13)
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EXTRA-MURAL BOARD OF POONA ’VARSITY

THE Poona University Board of Extra Mural two or three selected places within the University 
Studies was established in 1949. In 1950-51 a area. The camps are designed to offer to Primary
scheme of Extra-Mural Work was launched teachers and other interested adults, opportunities

consisting of (i) Series of popular lectures and short for short periods of intensive study and reading, 
courses of lectures by University Teachers for the writing and discussion under the guidance of Uni- 
benefit of the general public in Poona as well as versity Teachers and other experts. Each camp 
in a few selected towns (ii) A summer school in lasts 10 to 12 days and both teachers and students 
Poona for the benefit of the Primary and Secondary stay and study together in the camp, 
school teachers, rhe scheme proved to be success- Admission in each camp is limited to 40 persons, 
m and it was decided to extend it as widely as g0 far njne campS have been organised and 284
possible. Tims the Board decided to set-up local Primary Teachers and 45 other adults have taken
centres for extra-mural work in all the district towns advantage of the scheme.
and in other selected towns within the territorial TJ . u/ , __ • , , . ,,limits of thp TTnivprcifv University Weeks are organised to meet the.. university. need q{ ^  rura| peop|e Iq each week about 15

In 1955, the activities of the Board were re- lectures are arranged by experts on the subject that 
viewed, and a conference of the secretaries and are directly useful to the farming and other rural 
representatives of Extra-Mural Centres was held classes and also on such subjects as would enable 
to discuss the various aspects of the Extra-Mural them to cultivate proper understanding of the 
scheme and its implementation with a view to problems of rural life and citizenship. The lectures 
explore ways and means to enhance further its are supplemented as far as possible with practical 
usefulness and progress. A conference of Extra- demonstration.
Mural lecturers was also held in 1957. As a result „ , . . . .  ,  n , „ .
of these conference several changes and innovations 0 Publications of Popular Books and Pamphlets :
were made both in the scheme and method of its S° ,f\ r 1,7 1P(?oks and 31 pamphlets have been
implementation. At present the Board is offering published which serve as text-books or supplementary 
the following programmes*. reading matter to the courses of studies dealt with

, „ . ~ ,, , ,  „ in Extra-Mural Lectures.1. Senes o f short courses o f 3 to 6 lectures in _ . ,  . , . n . _  ,
Extra-Mural centres spread over the year ■ In each Residential courses for Primary Teachers: Before
Extra-Mural centre upto five short courses on five his death Dr N ’ V- Gad§i1’ Vice-Chancellor of 
subjects selected from at least three different University of Poona had proposed a scheme of 
branches of knowledge are arranged in a year. Residential Education Centres for Primary Teachers

ti,» locf A w i t h i n  the Poona University area. Under this
extra-mural eentres have been opened by '"the Board have™! T f  ° F ^  " T "  dlsTtrictS f  the area wiH Trl iqc,  <-,,••• it .' „ •/ J i Ul have about four such centres. In each centre pro-
Kolhapur and (he southern porlTon of “the Poon“  o f  P rim a lv ^ach e?/ *,W° ' v ' k “ !lrse cduca“™

C o n seq lien tl^ ^ fex t^ m ti^ a fc e ld r^ u d th 'm h ^ ' both There
districts fiasco be discontinued ithm these will also be courses designed to tackle problems of

, „ ' permanent human interest implicit in such subjects
w - f. f'funer and H inter Schools : Summer and as literature, history, philosophy, the natural sciences, 

^''hools are organised each year in April-June economics and the arts. Each centre will have a 
and November-January respectively in a few selected permanent staff of 4 or 5 fulltime Extra Mural
S c h e ^  b o trnpr1L rvhesenSCc 00,Suar® °pei1 t0 tutors’ assisted bY some part time tutors according 
;V' - i' f  U-mary and Secondary-and to to the need. One of the full time tutors will be the 

"W 3f eited Persons Wlth„ similar educational warden of the centre. In a month two batches of

sss s life t
a ?  n r i  * ? * ,  i  j„° ? t  with ,he Zila Parisl,ads
arranged. During the last 15 years, 82 schools in ,r,le scheme has been designed on the assumption 
51 UiHcront Extra-Mural centres have been organised that primary teachers, who are the only educated 
and persons have taken advantage of f,?op e ‘.n the c°ur>try side having contacts with
these schools as regular registered students. " ie rural population and can make a very effective 

E x t r a -M u r a l  ( E m m  offer residential adult n™tnbut‘()n to thePro8ramnies designed to promote 
education facilities and arc organised each year at ,V : '!crfl '5 cdlzensllP’nat>onal outlook and emotion-

e yeai at al integration among the people.
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n r?  T TX/URICH'T’ V I^ T m  IN n T \ course for MPs in India (“run by some IndianD R . LLV LK LbTil V lb l lS  11NLUA university, naturally”) would be very useful too.

THE Secretary of the International Congress of What was most important to ensure the success 
University Adult Education Dr. A.A. Liveright 0f tbe adult education programme in India was 
spent a week in Delhi meeting leading edu- financial support from the Ministry of Education 

cators inucluding Dr. C.D. Deslimukh, Dr. B.N. ancj tbe University Grants Commission. The most 
Ganguli and Shri J.P. Naik. He also addressed successful of such programmes, ran by co-operatives 
two meetings in Delhi University, one at the Depart- and trac]e unions in many Scandinavian countries for 
ment of Adult Education of NCERT and another at tfiejr members, were financed by their respective 
ICFTU Asian Trade Union College. In the Univer- Governments.
sity Dr. Liveright spoke to the teachers of the Central j n India there were enough dedicated people in 
Institute of Education and later spoke to the staff of tfi;s fieid, which accounted for the “phenomenal” 
the Directorate of Correspondence Courses and progress made in adult education in the past few 
Continuing Education. years. He was certain that if the recommendation to

Dr-. Liveright had discussions with Shri N.D. establish a national board for adult education (put 
Sundravadivelu, Joint Educational Adviser, Dr. K.L. forth by the Education Commission) was implement- 
Joshi, Secretary, University Grants Commission and ed) jt would take India ahead much faster in the 
Dr. Amrik Singh, Secretary, Inter-University Board fieid.
and the University Adult Education Association. _____

He also met Shri J.C. Mathur, I.C.S., Shri Sohan , „  , . 0  , •
Singh, Dr. T.A. Koshy and Shri S.C. Dutta. E d u C a t O l ’S 1X 010 111 S p r e a d i n g

In an interview with a correspondent of a leading e y -j. . c t
newspaper, Dr. Liveright, who is on a study tour on JLC103L 0 1  a ilL \ ILO o l d  I t
Asian and South Pacific region on funds granted by Professor M. Mujeeb, Vice-Chancellor ofJamia 
the Carnegie Foundation, said, that in t le rive for Millia, emphasized the role of educators in infusing in 
literacy by nations all over the world, adult educa- the ,e% mind (he idea of primary and absolute 
tion plays a vital role. This is only as it should be, * | o fhe State This concept of ioyaIty ]lad to
for, “in order to interest children in education, it is b/ deJar and effective and “without it the results will 
imperative that their parents be educated . be disastrousv he added.

Adult education did not now mean only teaching t 'veLIVERING the A.N. Basu memorial lecture on 
the elderly how to read and write It included the “ Meaning of Indian history” at the Central
vocational training and even courses for professional institute of Education Delhi, he said the concept
men like doctors and engineers. This kind of joyafiy jiad been confused because of religious 
training for adults is of course, less prevalent in teachings_ But now was the time to start thinking 
developing countries. . . , Indians as an integrated people whose first loyalty

He feels it would be a good idea for those shouid be towards the State and not to their respec- 
engaged in adult education in India to pay attention tiye religionS- In this direction educators could play
to training those who carry on panchayat work in an important ro]e “ as they deal with individuals and
villages. In the U.S A some universities ran courses concr£ e human being and not abstractions.” 
in Government and legislation for newly-elected He said the overriding spiritual influence taken 
members of the House of Representatives. A similar ag a symbol of Linity in diversity was nothing but an 

{Continued from page 11) " “allegiance of a myth.” The fact was that the term
examination that includes the defence of a diploma Indian could not be used for the people‘ except in
thesis. Students taking our training-school diploma the Constitution.” There were in effect regiona and 
can work in adult education or librarianship. cultural loyalties in the country and the answer to

What kind of problems now have to be solved? the question--what is to be an Indian-—could not >e 
We are already over the pioneer stage; our actual found. Religion was one diversifying factor, a 
main task is to shape the standard material of sub- similar factor was language, he added, 
jects and the accurate demarcation of them, and to Unity of Religions
provide adequate lecture notes and text-books. We Professor Mujeeb also spoke about what is often 
must also raise the level of the practical training, described as the essential unity of religions projected 
intra-murally and extra-murally. to signify the oneness of the Indian people. But he

Our school also has a correspondence course, did not agree with this projection as there was 
enabling field workers and librarians to obtain a “appalling ignorance of religion among the people 
diploma equivalent to the regular students’ one. The first two A.N. Basu memorial lectures were 
For the correspondence students we organise four delivered by Dr. K.G. Saiyidain and Shri Humayun 
consultations in a year. At present between Kabir.
100 and 120 students are studying adult educa- Earlier, speakers, who included members of the 
lion by correspondence. Correspondent students staff of the Central Institute of Education, paid a 
lend to be more mature people than the residential tribute to the memory of Dr. A.N. Basu, who was 
student with some experience in the field. the first principal of the CIE and an outstanding

—Adult Education {U.K.) Vol. 39 No 4 adult educator of India.
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Training of Literacy Teachers and . . .
some material may be presented 

{Continued from page 4) to a whole group of varied com­
petences, it may be later divided

class management, administration be lost unless articulated by into small discussion groups and
and supervision, emphasising specially prepared teaching dealt with separately to make
skills in keeping classroom records materials in the form of discus- learning meaningful for each
and testing of adult achievement. sion notes, handbooks and group.

supplementary aids. The develop-
The total programme thus ment of such materials in an Lecture method is used mini­

takes 31- weeks of training time important part of the plan des- mally and the well-tried adult
but trainee groups may select cribed here and is now being education techniques of group
programmes consisting of one undertaken by the instructors in discussions, panels, and forums
unit or more at any of the levels. the Teacher Training Department. are used whenever they suit ins-
institutions requesting training tructional objectives,
are now asked to plan their train- Teaching Techniques
ing programmes in terms of the The “Unit by Level” plan can All the needed experience for 
instructional units described not by itself cope with the pro- working out this programme has
above. An institutional may be blem of heterogenous groups. not yet been collected but the
interested only in learning to Mixed groups of teachers and little experience thus far available
teach reading and writing to supervisee will be coming for has been reassuring. More work
neo-literates. In that cases, 51 training, as they have in the past, with this instructional plan will
days’ time for training may be and there will be a variety of reveal more and the training
sufficient. Another group may "competences in the same group. programmes will certainly irn-
be interested also in learning the This problem will be solved prove,
techniques of working with adults 
and it may, therefore, select two
units of instruction at the level . . .
appropriate to its group, when Kole o t  Universities in Eradication . .
isolated units are picked up, they
are preceded by orientation ..
lectures to put them in proper {Continued fi  om page 2)

very encouraging and classes for One of the important functions of
The material nresented at the men and women were set up the N.S.C. should be to wipe out

junior high and high school level immediately after the first group illiteracy from adopted villages
is primarily descriptive. It is in ^ • volunteers had completed and to establish a programme of
the form of simple suggestions their training in literacy teaching. continuous education which will
and much of it is presented in the The programme has undoubtedly continue to stimulate and sustain
form of do’s and don’ts. The cai,jffit the imagination of the efforts of the people towards
instructional objectives are to students. self-improvement.
rn K n in X 0- ?°’S f i  d°*n’̂  rn„T(S  kastt that a University In addition to directly under-

V m? aCtTUual t 0 T UrV hatn° °-ne taking programmes of literacyexperience of trainees. The connected with it remains teaohino nnH%Hnlt pH,mat;™ ™
language used is Hindi with much illiterate. But this is not enough. „ iQro~ , e , ^ a t °n 0I]
emphasis on conversational It must continuously strive to tpnrtfpre tv, broTuT8^ stu^ n ts  and
vocabulary, bring enlightenment to as large a '  S  *' „ Universities can

number of people as possible " “S i  “ * st“ ct'vf. contribution
. , . . , , „ to the adult education movement

At the graduate and post- The Minister of Education by developing new methods of
graduate level the material pre- has suggested the adoption, by teaching adults, evaluating pro-
Thp l l l ^ /  y™COn,CePftUa,,Zfud- U, T erS1rt,eS , and ColIe8es of grammes andhelpinginthepre-

t nP ,!nfhntlp ying he / ' ^ ^  developmental work paration of suitable reading 
reiationship between the numer- through students. The Education material. These functions can
ous variables of adult education Commission have recommended best be nerformed bv Universities
and literacy education. The that each college student should
group is .encouraged to work be required to put in a minimum have occured in the field c/educa-

S  o n i b f o i  h s l  S ' S ;  be ‘r„ c ° e f o fe x le " ”6 “ " ’ d
discrimination, on ibc erher. possible for each University

Such distinctions are likely to as an alternative" fo 'ih e n c B .  haj'recefoe'fveryjl’tfe  aU en tjo f
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i The Soul of Social Education

|  ■} Self help is the soul of Social Education. And self help can be easily -
|  obtained with the help of "Megb ’ marked Slated Roll-up Black Boards |
|  because they satisfy all the requirements of Social Education.

! They are handy, portable, anywhere hangable, writcable with chalk and |
|  eraseable with duster. They can serve social education as notifrers, in- |

formers, instructors, announcers, reporters, news-carriers, co-ordinators etc. ■ 
1 With their help the adults will literate themselves and enjoy a good social |

j life. For these qualities they have been blessed at home and abroad by |  
eminent Social educationists and by many a Block Development Officer in |

5 5}

S 5
I For testimonials and literature please contact :—

1 imm MIQH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., :
? Post Box No. 24., 1
I BARAMATI (Poona) INDIA.
Hll» ■:i i i i i i i i i i i : ' i ,i i . i i i i i i i i i i M i i i i i i n i i i i n ^ n i i i n i n n in i i i i n i i i i i n i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i l u i i i i u i i i l i i i n i i i i t i i i i i i i i  • i i i  i s r . i n in i i i iH i i i i i i i i i i n i i i i i i i i i iH w ^ w x s .x s v v v w K w o is v s .v o ix v v - .w , '.
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Regd. No. D -109

Pilot Literacy Project in Bihar
By Shri M.R.N. Sharma, Deputy Secretary, Education Department, Bihar 

220 villages with a total population of 82,000 deputed and made incharge of training of workers 
were selected in the contiguous Blocks of Nabinagar and organisation of Home Classes and Night Classes 
and Kutumba in the district of Gaya for implemen- in their respective Zones. No remuneration was 
tation of the Pilot Project on literacy. The selection given to any worker. Only in the short training 
of the villages was made from the point of avail- course, rupee one per trainee per day was paid to 
ability of an educational institution (Primary or them for their fooding. District Education Officer 
Secondary School) near them and their accessibility was put in over-all charge at the district level by the 
and means of communication. The Sarpanch and Director of Public Instruction. Administrative 
Mukhias of concerned Gram Panchayats were inti- Officers like the Commissioner of the Division, 
mately associated with the selection of villages. District Magestrate, Sub-divisional Officer and

The Project was started on January 1, 1966 and B.D.Os. concerned also took interest the Project, 
officially closed on March 31, 1966 : But prior to it Word and Picture method (direct method of 
a survey of adult literacy among the age-group 14-45 teaching) supported by literacy charts and Primers 
years of the people of the area was conducted which published by the State Adult Education Board was 
indicated that out of a population of 82,000, 25,409 adopted for imparting literacy, 
persons (11,184 men and 14,225 women) of the age- The Project worked for three months only (from 
group 14-45 years were illiterate. 1.1.66 to 31.3.66) after which it was found that

The Chairman of the State Adult Education 16,491 persons out of 25,409 illiterates were made 
Board (Shri Pashupati Singh Prabal M.L.C.) under- literate, the standard of literacy varying from writing 
took extensive tours in the Project area, camped their names and address to reading and writing of a 
there periodically, held mass meetings and made simple letter and reading of Primer Part I.
intimate contacts with the Mukhias and members of The average cost of making an illiterate adult
the Gram Panchayats and other important indivi- literate worked out to Rs. 4/- per head which
duals of the locality. Thus an atmosphere of mass includes cost of training of workers, cost of kerosene 
movement for adult literacy was built up, although oil, slates, pencils, primers, charts and other 
the area is economically very backward. contingent expenditure. No contribution was avail-

The area was divided into five Zones and one able from Gram Panchayats. The total amount
short training course for workers for one week was spent out of the Project fund was Rs. 60,751.59.
organised in each Zone. Local students of Middle 11500 Primers (Part I), 3500 Primers (Part II) 
and High/Higher Secondary Schools and non-student and 2500 charts published by the Adult Education 
educated youths living in the villages were enrolled Board, were distributed to the readers besides supply
as Voluntary Workers without any remuneration and of 140 follow-up books to each of the fifty libraries
given preliminary training. 250 trained workers and set up for adults in the Project area, 
an equal number of untrained workers were avail- There is adequate popular enthusiasm for this 
able for literacy work in the project. programme but it requires follow up which is

Home Classes lor individual illiterates in their essential lest the adults made literate may relapse 
own homes as also Night Classes for groups of into illiteracy.
!hltCrpartCS f* selected centres were also organised in To expand follow-up programme and make it a 
j. _  p,ec,  area' Mates, pencils, primers, charts, success, it is essential that funds which are to be

MiV't £.ncWere suppll„ed t0 the Home-Classes provided by the Ministry should be in the form of
nen.liti™2 SUPply -°f fol,ow-uP 8ranls earmarked as Centrally Sponsored Schemes,
libraries out nfVthrr e9u,Pments for A declaration of national policy about the eradica-
" brS S  of Middle Hirh of illiteracy should also be made to impart astudents o Middle, High and Higher Secondary new impetus to the programme 
Schools and literate members of the community --------  piugramme.
v ere of great help in imparting literacy. School Never too Late to Learn
workout they lacked3 ir ^nthw hom ^f Ste?h-Vitl1 t\ie c tlie a§e ° f  approximately 109, Sara Bridges of
Students took very active interest in the programme'. S 5 1 S « « J W ! S ^  “  ,i”’e

The Directorate o f g S S T Y S t / ^ L e S e r  to ie ’P  ^  hereTsuch a lonS t i m e > and if 1 learn 
the Education Department was in over-all charg^of said d Wnt6’ 1 “  8° ing t0 thank the L ord ishe 
the Project. The State Adult Educution Board with , . ,.
its non-official Chairman and an official Secretory for I  ° f t e nd,n| . on people to write letters
was responsible for the implementation of the Project whaPs'thaV!vf/hlId reading a paper and I wonder 
and the District Social and Youth Welfare Office, Mrs Bride! readln8 i
was responsible for supervision of the working of and wrtfinJm8 ’ wh(?, ^as been attending reading 

j h e  Project. Instructors of the Janata Colleges were that * ere SlaVCS and

I noted aD Marg> New Ddhi Printed ^Indraprastha
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STATE ADULT EDUCATION OFFICERS 
URGE LITERACY WORK TO BE 

CENTRAL SCHEME
FUNCTIONAL LITERACY TO BE ITS OBJECTIVE

A conference of the State Adult Education Officers ment representatives that a solemn declaration by all 
was held in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on States and a national policy for the eradication of 
March 3 and 4. Shri N.D. Sundravadivelu, illiteracy is necessary with a view to creating the pro- 

Joint Educational Adviser, Ministry of Education per atmosphere and tempo for such a programme, 
presided. If a proper impact is to be made, the programme

should not stop at Pilot Projects but should be a 
The Conference discussed the experiences of the continuous process, 

various State Governments in implementing the Pilot
Projects on Literacy. From the accounts furnished Another aspect of the work, which was empha- 
by the State representatives, it was evident that the sised by the State Officers, was the need for training 
pattern of work varied from State, and there was of teachers and workers. The production of suitable 
flexibility in approach and methods. primers and other reading material should be ensur-

ed. In many cases, due to shortage or lack of suit- 
The general feeling at the conference was that able material the follow-up programme had not been 

adult literacy work would make good and rapid pro- effective. Besides a network of rural libraries should 
gress only if it was taken up as a Central scheme be organised. In this connection, the State Officers 
with the collaboration of the State Governments. welcomed the provision of a substantial amount in

the Fourth Plan for the production and distribution 
It was emphasised that the objective to be aimed of literature specially prepared for neo-literates, 

at should be functional Literacy and nothing short
of it. To achieve this objective, adequate financial In his opening remarks, Shri Sundravadivelu 
support specially for supervision, supply of required referred to the gigantic problem of adult illiteracy 
reading and writing material and literature of various in India as a chronic problem. He wished greater 
grades should be ensured. There should be no time attention had been paid to this problem which
lag between the first stage and the beginning of the _____............._____........ .. ................................. ........... .
second stage; otherwise as in the past, over 50%
neo-literate adults would relapse into illiteracy. Editorial Board

On the basis of the experience gained in the Pilot ®r- ■- Mehta
Projects, it was stated that a minimum period of 5 Shri Maganbhai Desai
months is required for enabling the adults to read s/,,-,- j  £  Mathur. I.C.S.
and write. A further period of 4-5 months was '
necessary for making the neo-literate adults function- | L>r 1 A• hosny
any literate. It was also emphasised that if the pro- Dr. H P. Saksena.
gramme of adult literacy is to take root and is to Published by
?Pread out, constant guidance, encouragement and '
» * * »  from educational authorities and others

necessary. This means strengthening of the ins- . c , . .
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was further emphasised by the State Govern- .................. ........ ....... ........—-------------------- -------- -



would have created a more favourable atmosphere WELTHY FISHER TRUST
for the education of children and would have even
reduced the drop outs at the primary stage consider- A T a recent annual meeting of the India Literacy 
ably. Shri Sundravadivelu emphasised the need Board, held in New Delhi under the chairman-
for utilising all possible media of publicity like radio, ship of Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta, it was decided
television, newspapers etc. The services of political to form an educational trust in the name of Dr
and public workers at all levels should be availed of (Mrs) Welthy Fisher, in recognition of her outstand-
for creating a favourable climate for wiping out ing contribution to the promotion of adult literacy 
adult illiteracy in the quickest possible time. He and adult education in India.
pointed out that illiteracy was a great handicap in Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta will be the chairman ot 
all development programme. It was necessary, the trust and Shri Prem iandon (Lucknow) will be 
therefore, to concentrate all efforts to get rid of this the Secretary-Treasurer. The other trustee will be 
menace. Srimati Sulochana Modi, President, Bombay City

In conclusion, the Chairman expressed the view Social Education Committee, 
that if literacy was to survive and developed into The Board decided to select a block around Lite- 
functional literacy adequate provision for follow-up racy House, Lucknow and take up intensive literacy 
should be made which may be in the form of work linked up with agricultural production în that 
post literacy classes for another period of 4-5 block. It also decided to set-up a Workers Insti- 
months. The programme should be planned fo ra  tute in Kanpur to carry out adult literacy and adult 
minimum period of 200 hours of teaching work. A education work among industrial workers.^ The 
regular primary school test to be conducted under Board approved proposals to expand the Young 
the guidance of the inspectorate staff and due recog- Farmers’ Institute set-up last year out ol the funds 
nition in the form of certificates etc. need not be donated by Mrs Fisher from her Magsaysay Award 
tabooed if local conditions demand them. Facilities money.
should also be provided for adult schools to enable The Board elected Mrs Fisher as its Chairman, 
these adults to take middle school and other equiva- and Shri J.C. Mathur as its Vice-Chairman. The 
lent examinations. four-member Executive Committee consists of Dr.

Among those who attended the Conference were M.S. Mehta, Shri S.C. Dutta, Dr. T.A. Koshy and 
Shri P. Gangulee, Dy. Secretary, Union Ministry of Dr. V.C. Vora._______
Education, Shri D.P. Nayar and Dr. S.N. Saraf of It is with great regret that we announce the sad

I f \ - h  S AVSac V S r death of Shri Prem Tandon in Lucknow on March Jagdish otngh, N.K. Gaur of Bihar, A.K. Sen of „  „  Hied nf heart failure 
West Bengal, S.N. Mehrotra of U.P. S.M.L. Srivas- He died ot heart failure.
tava of Rajashthan, N. R. Gupta, of Delhi, T.V. The Literacy House has announced the following 
Thimine Gowda of Mysore, G K. Mohanty of Summer courses to be held in Lucknow this year:— 
Orissa, K.L Zakir of Haryana, S.P. Nigam of 1. Writers’ Workshop : May 1 to July 31.
Madhya Pradesh, Mrs. S. Madhok of Punjab, Miss Imparts skills in writing for neo-literates.
Achila Irnlong of Nagaland. Graduates preferred.

Shri S.C. Dutta represented the Indian Adult 2. Institute for Adult Education Instructors : May 
Education Association. 29 to June 24. For teacher-trainers teaching

--------  social education courses.
3. Course for Literacy Teachers : June 12 to 

WRITERS WORKSHOP AT LITERACY HOUSE July 5. Imparts skills in literacy methods.
Qualification : Matriculation.

A  Writers’ Workshop for writers of materials for 4. Course in Literacy and Adult Education for 
new-literates concluded at Literacy House University Students : June 2 to June 10.
Lucknow cn March 14. Shri Amrit Lai Nagar’ Orients University students to needs and

a famous Hindi novelist, presided over the conclud- methods of work among underprivileged
ing session. communities.

The 3-month workshop was attended bv 13 5' TraininS Course in Audio-Visual Education:
participants, two each from Kerala and West Beneal May 15 to Jline 10. Provides experience in
one cad'from  Punjab and Mysore and seven fmm production and use of A.V. materials for
Uttar Pradesh. ’ schools and field work.

M Rescripts were developed on a varietv of 6' bourse in Puppet Making, Manipulation and
subjects including tailoring, child care, school and Draraat.aifwn ; June 12 to July 8. Imparts
community, problems of rural youth, use oMeisuSf teacfhers and Staff Sr' S m US,n? gl?ve'
.seltlemcnt'of minor disputes in villages, and coon? r  pUppetS as medl»m u of communication.
raiivrs Almost half of the manuscripts were cPw t “, T  • " e ?pC" t0 both men and women.
written in story form, while one was written in the X lS S S  1 and.2,_ are ell8lb'e f° r

nr of and another as a travelog^ One f c S S j \ ° n V ^ i r m-?nth ? ,th free ^
book in Bengali was written in poetry. ° d 8 "|  and \h,rd class railway fare as contribution

awards travel. Others are eligible for stipends at
Per month with free board and lodging.



THE RAJASTHAN PROJECT: CATALYST FOR 
UNIVERSITY ADULT EDUCATION

By Bruce Kidd
Department o f Education, Ontario

ADULT education in India has a long and impor- administrators requested a short course to give them 
tant history. Educationists the world over have a better understanding of legislation under which 
received inspiration and ideas from many sue- they must work; businessman demanded more up-to- 

cessful Indian experiments, from Vivekananda’s date instruction for their accountants, and so on. By 
Ramakrishnan Bhavan and the welfare movements introducing the campus to the community, the pro­
of Calcutta and Bombay to the rural education pro- cess of assessment established an important two-way 
grammes and Gandhi Khadi movement. Indian communication link. We listened to businessmen in 
industries, both public and private, labour unions, industrialized Kotah, for example, complain about 
agricultural collectives, religious organizations and having to give commerce graduates a years training 
even public jails offer a wide variety of educational before they could be allowed to handle company 
programmes to their members. But one logical mem- accounts. The businessmen had never approached 
ber of the adult education vanguard has been absent: the local commerce college to attempt to correct the
the Indian university still confines its efforts to the inadequate course. It had never occurred to them, 
small, youthful section of the population enrolled as
full-time students in its colleges and faculties. A logical outgrowth of the field trips was a series

. of seminars and refresher courses conducted bv the
Any difference between adult education m the Department. For example, a number of structural 

west and adult education m the developing world is engineers from private industry and such varied 
merely one of emphasis. While a continuous process government departments as irrigation and railways 
of education is essential for North Americans to complained that much of their knowledge was out of 
help us keep functionally and spiritually abreast of date. A refresher course was conducted in co-opera- 
rapid technological change, it is equally essential for tion with a nearby engineering college. During a 
Indians to help tnem embrace that technology. The typical seminar, the two-way link was strengthened, 
western university has come to play an important as b0th University and community group discovered 
role in adult education. The eastern university how tbey couid help each other. As more university 
must also accept a responsibility foi the education departments became involved—five departments 
of adults. participated in one seminar—the community’s need

_. _ , T ,• , , nl . . , for continuous education was realized.The Canada-India Colombo Plan project at the
University of Rajasthan was established precisely to  ̂ . . . . . . .
convince the Indian university to expandits influ- The projects next major step followed thefamiliar 
ence. From its inception, it has operated on two pattern °f university extension. On an afternoon 
familiar assumptions : (1) education must be for last November, the Syndicate of the University voted 
everyone, regardless of age, occupation or previous t0 establish an institute for correspondence study, 
level of learning; (2) the university must provide the evening colleges, and a centre for continuing educa- 
nucleus for all forms of adult education. tion.

Guided by these assumptions, the newly created The institute of correspondence study will mail 
Department of Adult Education at the University of both credit and non-credit courses to students in 
Rajasthan has laid the foundations for far-reaching Rajasthan and surrounding states, while evening 
changes in the economic, social and political life of colleges will be opened in at least eight cities in the
Rajasthan’s 20 millions people. But it has unleashed state. The evening colleges will offer both under-
much more ! In the process, it has persuaded the graduate and graduate courses in arts and sciences, 
University to accept the assumptions as its own. professional and pre-professional courses, and courses 
Every activity of the Department, from field trip to for government employees and office workers. Indi\ i 
multi-discipline correspondence institute, has altered, dual colleges will develop to serve the special needs 
°r will alter, substantially the character of the uni- of their respective communities. The colleges will 
versity by broadening its base. also serve as contact and information centres for the

correspondence students, providing regular guest 
The Department of Adult Education acted as a lectures, discussions, and audio-visual programmes, 

catalyst from the start. The process of assessing the Both correspondence and evening courses arc expect 
'  educational needs of Rajasthan adults brought a ed to begin within the year, and they will be eoordi-

host of new demands upon the University. Military nated, so a student could earn a degree with courses
a ud police personnel wanted to study; labour welfare from both programmes.



Adult education has already gained a foothold in times demand that learning has to be life-long,
some of the state’s 60 affiliated colleges. After a the universities must reach out to the adults in
November conference, 25 colleges appointed exten- the numerous roles they play in society to help 
sion directors and inaugurated programmes. The them to perform them with greater knowledge, 
results are heartening; one college started a series of i.e. with greater competence and vision. After the
weekly discussion groups, another began to prepare World War II, this new concept of the university
degree courses for military personnel based in its has been accepted all the world over. We call
city; and another started post-literacy classes for on Indian universities to acknowledge this with
clerks in its district. Each of the newly appointed enthusiasm.........
extension directors must carry his own regular load 
of college teaching-usually 21 hours a week—in addi­
tion to his extension duties. In many cases, he has . “We see knowledge not as the esoteric posses-
recruited several colleagues to assist. As a result, the s*on tbe scholar. We see it equally in the skill
extension programme is notan isolated activity of of the workers, in the competence of the manager,
the college, but involves a cross-section of its staff. 'n *he dream of the dreamer. And it is this

knowledge in the fullness of its dimensions that
Equally significant has been the impact of the modern universities have to purvey to men and

project upon other universities in India. When women occupying various stations in life.”
M.S. Mehta, President of the Indian Adult Educa­
tion Association and Vice-Chancellor of the Univer- The Conference also established an Indian Uni- 
sity of Rajasthan and S.C. Dutta, IAEA General versity Adult Education Association to carry out its
Secretary, pressed for the creation of a Department recommendation that all Indian universities create
of Adult Education, at the University of Rajasthan, departments of Adult Education. It is expected that
they hoped it would set the example f6r universities six universities will form such departments this year,
throughout India. Other universities have come to
recognise that they must broaden their outlook. The Rajasthan project has not confined its activi-

Thp. hpct pvamnip tu;. ties to the University, and its own enthusiasm has
r  Jxample of this recognition was the spawned several important programmes. In the

™ h tnUnn er Y dU r E,ducatlc?n convened desert city of Bikaner, for example, a year-old Adult
thg | AFi°  Manv Vi r e r h  ty ^  Eajastban and Education Association operates a flourishing pro-
t o o n h e  i s r ? ; a mobi,e ,ib7 y “T  ',he f a
ed in the four days of speeches a“d d cuLLn The S n houSeWlv' S are taught sewing, family plan-
Statement of the Conference makesthefirs wide- f nd cultur,al trad,tl0ns ever>'
scale Indian recognition of the university’s Spons*. h" ? ^  Pr°gran?me, ofbility for continuing education • responsi arts and drama is being conducted; and refresher

courses for high school teachers are being prepared.
The 20th century has brought out the signi- T , 

ficance of knowledge as the vital element to sus- , •pss.than two years the Rajasthan project has 
tain, nourish, and enforce the civilization of man [ev?*utionized adult education in the state, and has 
It has also put into relief the fact that an indivi- ‘°stltuted a number of beneficial and far-reaching 
dual’s capacity for knowledge lasts as long as his changes. it has undertaken a major study of the 
health and vigour last. In the first quarter of continuing education needs of the state; has brought 
the century we learnt that learning can be life- University and important groups in the commu- 
long In the second quarter we realized that it mty together in a series of seminars; has stimulated 
must be life-long. In this third quarter we see dlscussions and programmes in adult education by 
‘hat our very survival depends upon making a nu.mber of conferences; and it has thrown the uni- 
learning life long. b versity open to the community by an ambitious

extension programme.
, E!1Cj readzadon. of the close connection of
opened up a'new oert^ecfive and Slirvival has Few of these goals will be achieved overnight 
in society concerne 1 ^with tn w? instdutl°ns and it may take some time for even the present gains 
these lVic uffive^ties^are^ore eminentTui Am<?ng ?  be+ consolidated. Teachers and administrators 
of knowledge and the d issem ination '» H f°Und’ budgets raised> and courses pre­
knowledge have for centuries been the fiinntanCe<!- Vre ■ ’ Rut recognition has come that these goals 
universities. The Jresem time has onW a d S  °f a°d their challenge must be met- The
note of urgency to this function and has provoked all the educational hasHbegf n to. f ce^  leadership for 
a rethinking ,f the ways in which the 5 2  educational needs of society.
discharges its function, One result of the rethink-

>vh>f-a!,HJl|'h the excl,usive concern of —Courtesy “Continuous Learning'’universities with adolescence and youth. If the 6
Toronto, Canada.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN CANADA: Some Impressions
By J.L. Sachdeva*

ON the 25th of September last people education and the arts people for this arduous work,
year I left India for a four are associated with the only The help of the industries is also
months tour of Canada to “university” that they know the needed in recruiting educated

study adult education program- Frontier college. people to work with the labourers
mes under UNESCO grant. In Actually Frontier college is and in providing all other facih-
India we are trying to develop not a college at all. Its head- ties for conducting classes. An
adult education programmes and quarter is a three-story brick attempt in this direction will be
the main purpose behind my visit building on a quiet Toronto side worthwhile for the speed) eradi-
was to study those significant adult street. It grants no degrees. cation of illiteracy from India,
education programmes which can It invites applications from young
be successfully implemented in people to work as a labourer- Programme 5
our country with necessary modi- teacher. Cheerfully these young The other programme that
fications according to our condi- men from Canadian and a tew can be adopted by our country is
tions. During this period I met from United States Universities Programme 5. In Ontario, under
a number of people engaged in give a few months of their career this programme training is
adult education work, visited a to this teaching service on the designed to provide the un­
number of institutions and at- economic frontiers of that coun- employed with new skills, or to
tended a few seminars and work- try. There has never been a upgrade education and to meet
shops. shortage of young men willing to job need of workers displaced by

undertake this arduous task. The automation and technological 
Frontier College salary scale for teachers is the change. The classes are open

The institution which has im- lowest ever offered to an educator only to adults registered as_ un­
pressed me most and which has in that country yet it receives employed with the National
done a remarkable work to wipe three applications for every avail- Employment Service and out ol
out illiteracy from that country able post, for it provides oppor- schools for 12 months
is Frontier College. This is a tunity to be of service to the peo- All adults attending these
unique experiment in teaching pie and experience which stands classes under Programmes 5 are
illiterate adults. The college in good stead in life. entitled to financial support
invites applications from young When the Frontier College while attending classes. ne
people to work as a labourer- could produce light in the darkest amount ranges from minimum ol
teacher The labourer-teacher mine and the deepest forest in S 7 per day to a maximum of
will do manual work along Canada why not an agency in S 15 according to the numoer o
with the workers for the whole India should undertake this dependents, elementary schoo
day and in the night conduct type of work? It has been work is covered in accelera ed
classes to teach them three Rs proved that a labourer-teacher programmes which cover the
and citizenship education. is more effective in teaching work of one grade in 3 months.

The college is one illustration three Rs and citizenship edu- Academic upgrading courses
of an adaptation to the geogra- cation than an ordinary teacher. continue through to the end of
phical dimensions of Canada and A leading voluntary organisation Grade 10. Adults who have
the rapid economic change in with the support of government never learned to read and write
the country. Canada is a and industries can undertake this register in special literacy classes,
country of unlimited horizons type of work It will not be After the academic upgrading
and of wilderness. Here and very difficult to find some educat- the students are provided either
there, away from brustling civi- ed young people to work as commercial or vocational train-
Hzation are found the camps of labourer-teacher in industries mg. This enaWesi them to find
lumberjacks, miners and other existing in remote corners of this gainful employment. The classes
outdoor and underground workers. country, where it is difficult to under this programme were seen
More than half a million men send an ordinary teacher. The in operation in three different
and an increasing member of support from the government is places Ottowa, Toronto and Elliot
families are scattered about in necessary in inducing educated Lake. In many cases people
these camps, far from theatres, young people to work as a even at the age of 40 or more
libraries, universities and the labourer-teacher. The people who were lound attending classes,
concert halls To many of these have worked as labourer-teacher In our country where mass

—----- --------- for a certain period should get unemployment prevails, pro-
n *J.L. Sachdeva is a Reference and preference in government employ- grammes of this nature should
aociimentaUcn Officer in the Indian ment This type of inducement also be started. The State Govern-
Dei(]j Education Association, New js necessary in India to attract ments with the financial assist-
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ance from the Central govern- to continuing education. Through of a democratic and socialist
inent should start Adult Training courses conducted in the evenings society our universities must
Centres, on the lines similar to and in summer and by corres- play a positive role in the field of
Programme 5. The students pondence they give a large adult education. It is hoped that
registered as unemployed with number of adults the opportunity newly set-up University Adult
the Employment Exchanges for a of obtaining academic degrees Education Association under the
long time and whose educational and certificates. Even more leadership of Dr. Mohan Sinha
qualification stands as a barrier numerous and varied are non- Mehta will initiate universities to
in finding employment should be credit courses and activities. start work in this direction,
registered for such type of train- These rather than the more for-
ing. The persons undergoing mal courses can accurately be Public School Adult Education
training should be paid a nominal termed continuing education. The other programme which
amount as pocket allowance dur- They deal with subject and we could take up is the public
ing the period of training to disciplines of particular interest school adult education. Almost
maintain their interest in the to adults engaged in active life all School Boards in Canada
course. Their progress should be and they lead either to increased are placing their teaching
evaluated periodically and those professional or technical compe- staff and classrooms at the
showing lack of interest in the tence, improved social participa- disposal of the adult students,
training should be asked to quit. tion or personal development. The programmes offered in the
An attempt in this direction will Most universities offer courses night differ in subject matter as
be very useful and can produce of both kinds either on their own well as in presentation from the
good results. campus or some other location regular day time classes. The

most accessible to the students. city of Vancouver perhaps illus- 
Professional Adult Education " The extension Division of the trates best the public school adult

A number of universities in University of Saskatchewan is education programmes carried
Canada are offering comprehen- unique in Canada because most out in Canada. .Over 38,000
sive programmes for the develop- of the activities centre round adults were enrolled in 1473
ment of professional adult edu- agriculture and rural life and all classes during 1965-66. The
cation. The planning, adminis- the programmes offered are non- courses and activities are number-
tra'.ion and teaching of a system credit that is its programme does ed in hundreds in a broad range
of continuing education demands not lead to a university degree. of art and general education
quite different skills than those The Extension Department of programmes.

. appropriate for the formal sys- the University of British Colum- The Departments of Educa- 
tem. Our country urgently re- bia provides a wide range of tion of the State governments in
quires a greatly expanded system courses for credit or otherwise India should not merely be satis-
of continuing education but this over a considerable geographical lied by organising literacy and
cann t be achieved satisfactorily area. For every field they have post-literacy classesv For every
withi • appropriate investment appointed a specialist who goes role an individual plays or is ex­
in i provision oi trained people out and advise local leaders or pected to play in our society
to conduct it. arrange classes in various parts of specific knowledge and skills are

At present no university in the province. required in order to satisfy the
Indi.i is offering any course in There are many individuals demands of that role. These 
rdult education. The University in India who have the intellectual includes vocational roles as well
i! R.-.ijasthan which has a full- competence to benefit from uni- as voluntary and citizenship
Hedged department of Adult Edu- versity work in adult education. roles. The Department of Edu-
cation may stait one very shortly Our universities should not only cation in each state should offer
rut 1 eel t tat many universities impart knowledge to those who a wide variety of programmes
i ..InJ ul show A start adult educa- come to its doors but also take designed to meet the" special

'■! V. 1 t ! ' a °f?a knowledge to those who could needs of the adults. The second- 
imin r̂u- 'iHi.u ' n°t come to its doors. Every ary schools should be utilised in

r- n-ul-^nr' i rnimd SmtpsYhr,°tH university in India should have the night for conducting classes
Cmnda or United States should an Extension Department ade- for adults.

quately staff and financed. The In Canada, many voluntary 
-r iiv f- rii.o.iimii epartment should work in organisations are in existence in

’ " diitatioi close collaboration with the other alf fields of Social Welfare Mostt 'nivei sity extension is another departments nf •! an neius oi oouai wtuare. lviusi
aeenev which can be a very The fees L  ^  voluntary national organisations
vii.ti ion* m the development should also be n o S l  ? UrSeS concern themselves with the con-
i.faduli education work in our courage our t o n  P 1  t ° T '  timnng education of members,
•ountrv. In Canada a number income a ro in s W  £ ln 1thelow some even specialise in it. The
A 11n i r  apes are < ontribi ling of the ' facilities offered h ^ th *  leading vo,untary organisation is

substantially and in various ways university. For the e s ta b l i s h ^  (Continued on page 15)
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LIBERAL EDUCATION FOR ADULTS*
By Dr. A.A. Liveright, Director, Centre for Liberal Education of Adults, Boston

I have been trying to think since last evening how system of common schools, schools for infants only,
I can talk about liberal education of adults in a but no school for adults. It is now time that we 
way that might be of some meaning and make have uncommon schools that we did not re work for 

some sense to the kinds of problems that you in education when we begin to be men and women. It 
India are dealing with. So this is an attempt to is the time when villages were universities and their 
see if 1 can relate, some of the things that I believe older inhabitants the Fellows of the Universities so 
and think to some of your problems here. that in their leisure they could pursue liberal studies

I think the first thing I should try to do is to throughout the rest of their lives.” Here he had 
define what I mean by liberal education this dream which he could not accomplish during 
of adults. And this is very difficult and although his life time, it was that every village will be an
in terms of the long objectives, I think, uncommon college in which people will continue
what we mean by liberal education for adults in the their education all through their lives.
United States is exactly what you mean here. And Now I am talking a little freely about what we 
by you I mean people like Dr. Koshy and Mr. Dutta mean by liberal education for adults. It seems to me
who might talk to you and Dr. Mehta whose material that liberal education for adults is education which
I have read and some of the other people. On the is concerned mainly about education for man as man
other hand, there are, I think, some differences, for rather than or in addition to education for man as
example, in the United States today we can afford worker. In other words it is concerned with man’s 
certain kinds of liberal education for adults which humanity, with his philosophical interest, with his 
you may not find necessary nor can you afford, intellectual and his spiritual development as well as 
In other words, we have a society which has been his job, his politics and family. Dr. Behari said that 
fortunate in some ways iu being industrialised for this reminded him of an old Sanskrit proverb which 
years, which has been able to gather a lot of accumu- in English is as follows :
lated wealth which makes possible adequate social ‘That is true education which leads to the
security. It is a country where skilled workers and liberation of the mind, all else is craftsman-
the union of skilled workers have been able to ship.’
persuade their employers, (persuade, I think, is not To me, liberal education of adults is primarily 
good word), to grant the members of the skilled education for man as man, and we do not think of 
workers’ union a 13 weeks vacation with pay, after it exclusively in terms of a particular subject matter, 
working five years. Thus after every five years, the It need not be just philosophy or literature but it is 
workers have 13 weeks or quarter of a year off. And primarily education which frees man through realisa- 
it is open to them to do any kind of continuing tion and fulfils his greatest potential, 
education or normal education as they want so that Let me move on to more broader definition of 
the challenge to us is to provide them with a stimu- liberal education of adults. And then talk for a few
lating opportunity in liberal education. minutes about what it seems to me some of the essen-

Also, you know, through social security it is tial elements or the ingredients of a programme of 
possible in the States to retire at 60 or 65 and liberal education for adults. The first one is that 
probably to continue for 10 or 15 years and have an the emphasis and implication of liberal education for 
opportunity to go on with continuing liberal educa- adults must really vary greatly from one country to 
tion. Thus there are some differences in methods and another; otherwise what we teach in liberal education 
techniques or audiences for the traditional liberal of adults in India may be at this moment very difle- 
adult education in the United States and part of the rent from what it involves in liberal education for 
developing countries. Although I should emphasize adults in the United States. And also, the contents 
that there are many parts in the United States which may differ very much from one generation to another
are as much in need of development as in any other but in spite of difference in methods or contents <
developing country I have visited. Not everyone in think the final objective of liberal education for
the United States is affluent. We have real pro- adults is the same in any-country or in any genera
blems of poverty and illiteracy. tion, it is the freeing of the potential in man. Let

About liberal education of adults, I would like me try to illustrate this point further. I think in the 
to read one definition which, T think, embodies sort United States one of our greatest problem and need
°f a dream or one of the d : ims that we have in in liberal education of adults at the present moment
mind and I am quoting from a statement by Mr. is concerned with trying to broaden the understam'-
Wenry David Furrow. In his book called “ Warden” ing and concept of specialists. Otherwise, as a result 
burrow said this : “ We have a comparatively decent of highly industrialised society we now train people

who are such specialists who know, as somebody
of * Excerpts from a talk delivered at the Staff Study Circle sald’ Î ^  anc} more about less and less.

the Depit. of Adult Education, NCERT, New Delhi. ln every held, engineering, medicine, philosophy
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mathematics, etc., there is so much specialisation into the kind of social structure in which certain 
that tne urgent need in the United States is liberal people were leaders and followers and secretaries and
education ot adults, it we are going to free man’s so on in various groups so that they can get recogni-
mind and soul That is to provide men with general tion for various jobs. The next need suggested is the
education so that a chemist can talk to another need of achievement—achievement in terms of your
chemist .o make him talk to a mathematician and own satisfaction, being a skilled workman or crafts-
hopefully they can talk to the writers and artists. So man, an excellent teacher, or whatever their pro-

nm hS lvefnd anh°nT °f lhe maJor tasks. I fession is. And finally he suggests is the need for
il.tn.v p obabl in a developing country at the pre- self-realisation. Otherwise a need does not depend
sent momernt this is not a great problem. on eating or safety or what your colleagues think

n me ways, in your developing country if you about you or your husband or your wife or
are going o try tor enough food, enough clothing being successful even on a particular task, for the
and enough shelter and enough job opportunities, need for achieving self-realisation vary in terms of
evep dy -2  °%nernployed, I am afraid for the studies, in terms of understanding, in terms of
next 10 or -0 to -0 years, there will probably be achievement and so on. Here what 1 am trying
more specialisation. So, thinking of the alternative to underline is this that probably when some-
objecuve of freeing people to ach.eve their potential, body is not sure that he can continue living or
probably you wi.l have to continue specialised edu- eating it is going to be a little difficult to get into a
ca ion eie to make it possible eventually to move kind of educational activity which is concerned pri-
°n ,0 0 ier inds of liberal education. marily with self-realisation. In planning our adult
„ „  .. a . f f j 6 °? 'ng c° UQtry sP?ciahsed education, education system we do have to understand the
fimda'mpntal ii tm !!  a,jd occuPatl.ona' education or needs, and have to build on those needs. This is, one
^ r ?  Af i r i l  p !w ;tedUCf 0n 'J n ltStf f an essential reason why I should not talk about India,
neonle -ire -ihle to r e a d ^ n H U.tS’a because u.n'ess In United States, a lot of our attempt in teaching 
! n lL  ihpv aW t , nffie .and, communicate, literacy programmes in the poor areas of big cities 
Unless £  hecomPt0JpH araffiC,ent yn 7  J?b and Just have not worked. The reason being that people’s
effectivelv ^hev are noHn the finT 0118!1 to d(? a Job need for safety, security and belonging have not
S  l i  l f  fh tn o t 'n the finalanalysisgoing to been met. Unless the people can see that the
for them tn a-, nn^ftnf ds Wil! make jt Possible literacy programme and learning to read and write,
tion activities SOme of the other liberal educa- have some direct relationship to the everyday need

Wh-,t i fu „ of security and belonging, and unless we are able to
education Vor aduUsor for t h a S ' t e ^ n y  kind 'of T "  "T *  a th3t ^ T d  th* probab,y 110{adult education to k,  u ‘ i  any Kmd ot going to work. Again, we find there are lot of
understanding of ^sychobgy and anth^op'oYoav^l Pe°P'et and.cornmunities ,.in, the Unitdd S,tates wholike to suopest on° thpnrvV„»i antnropology 1 cannot read or write at all, but, somehow have been
psychologist in the United S t a t e l y  the nam fof ™arvellous,y successfuI in living their life. And they
Dr. William Marlborough. I do not know w ith e r a '" T  ° C° me toJ lteracy class and meet their
he is known here or any of you have heard n f £  ,ndS Cann°j rf d ° r writ-e: ButU if we can
I think he is a good psychologist- I auess for t^o m their net d for recoSnitlon and somehow
good reason;., because I am able to understand E  PT ‘de V tutor, wt!° wlI] So to that person’s home,
and because I agree with him stand him and work with that person on individual basis so

Dr. Marlborough has developed his concent of ^  *1® d^ S n°- t  ad™* pdblidally thatb.e 
what he calls the need analysis which he b L  T 9 ° r ’ 160 16 del,Shted to partlcl; true of all adults and he suggests there are f  S  pate ''.teracy programmes. I think we could spend
rent needs. He suggests that these are var.Vmo d i a 'day on 1*1IS whole concept of Malborough and these
which exist in a hierarchy from the bottom to t-ne.eds hierarchy of needs and how these relate to all kind
and in fact, unless you meet the bottom t0p °f adult education, and liberal adult education,
are not really going to deal with the ton ne a ^ et me ment*on pew others very briefly. Unless
suggests that the first need is for safety i t ■ • 'St we bave an understanding of sociology, the kinds of
for existence and need No. 2 is for food H th-USt groups to which people belong, who are their natural
shelter, just having enough to be able to keen° r08’ leaders> what their sociological background are, we
The third need, he suggested was one for heir a -lve' are not going to be effective in developing adult
To be safe, to have enougfi to eat, place to live1*8111 h’ education programme. I think, a sociologist must
place earn depend much on individual entem-3nd realise that the only way to develop some organisa-
Once you meet these need; you then move in to tlf t‘ons tbe PeoP*e> *s to try to work on a common
need for belonging or feeling that you relate other pi.oblem a8ainst the common enemy in an area
people and have some understanding and rannort . .re they can get an immediate result.As a next step
and dependence on man. And that is why varied ,n ,!T,PI:oving the neighbourhood area, he has to
kinds of societal forms develop. Then he sueecsted ^Phasise more on education and see what difference
that the next need was the need for some kind of lt ,make to them. As far as the cultural or
recognition It was this that -;.mhropologicaIlv led authopological differences, I think immediately of

y the system that you have in India where for
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years the leaders or gurus were older people. Proba- T f n n m i v  R o l l  o f  A o i ' i t o n t * c
bly this has some implications for the ways in which n u u i i u i  U1 ^ l U i d l t l U h
you might develop adult education programmes. In
the United States this probably will not be the factor TN ‘Continuous Learning’, the official organ of the 
because the family system is different and, therefore, Canadian Association for Adult Education, re- 
we do not 1 »ok up to the older people much. ferences have been made to two of our colleagues

I would like to give another idea and this is the an £e i'.c ê entitled ‘Ensemble’ by Dr. J. Roby
major question I am asked by the people with whom Nidd, Chairman of the International Committee for 
I talked in India in the last few days. How can we *be Advancement of Adult Education.
talk about the hierarchy of needs and face meeting The relevant tion is entitled ‘Honour Roll of
the need for safety, security and belonging, and so Amateurs’ Tt •
on, and also talk about the liberal education of
adults? If you are consistent you will have to first “On several occasions and in several countries
spend all your time and money on literacy then on there has been a rather footling debate about the 
vocational education or other than college degree values and virtues of leadership in adult educa-
and lastly you can avail of the luxury of liberal tion offered respectively by “professionals” and
education. My first reaction, is this: that all of these by “amateurs.” 
kinds of education we have been talking about—
literacy, vocational education, college degree, high No field of work can ever advance very far
school leaving certificate and finally liberal education unless some individuals devote systematic time,
in a country which is developing, can be part of effort and imagination to it; unless threads are
liberating education. The other is literacy education tied, letters are answered, meetings are called,
as the foundation and you have to start there but money is collected. In practice this means that
you can’t spend all your money and all your time able men and women who will work full time are
in building the foundation. You must so plan your required,
foundation, that you are left with some of your
resources for the construction of other parts of the Yet this is a field that always has, and ore
building. As we work at each level, we also have to hopes, always will, attract the man or woman
put some money, some efforts in planning for educa- who wants not to be paid, but who still gives
tion at the higher level. We can’t worry only about himself and his time unstintingly. There are
the foundations, we have also to worry about the examples in most countries; there are several fine
higher stories. examples in India, two in particular.

Another thing I like in India are the nice open _ c .̂ • , ,, , . ,
inner courtyards without roofs which suggests may One of these men is hardly known in Canada
be what we mean by continuing education or He ' s  Satyen Ma.tra of Calcutta, son of a great 
liberal education is the building with no roof on it, ndian ,eader mf,socia,r̂ ir,e;  “ r. Maitra has
so that we can continually go up and increase and two careers: in the morning; he wo rks^at his own 
expand adult education. business from which he draws a salary and in the

y afternoon and evening he directs an extraordinary
-— —  —  .— _ _ _ _ _ -----—_  programme of classes and educational activities.

Maitra’s work in enlisting the interests of young 
university students in the literacy campaign, bath 
in Calcutta and out in the villages, has been out­
standing; so are his day-to-day efforts for the 

j mt QUt under-educated in teeming Calcutta.

The Implications of Continuous Learning The other man is S.C. Dutta, who for many
years has been General Secretary of the Indian 

by Adult Education Association, one of the signifi­
cant adult educationists in the world. So long 

Roby Kidd has Dutta been associated with the IAEA and
with adult education in India and in the whole 

Price Rs 2.50 or §1.00 abroad region that people are surprised to learn that he
has never drawn a salary for this work. All these 

Cm be had from ; years when he has given form and idea to Indian
¥ ,. . , , _ T , . . . .  adult education, he has been earning a living as a
Indian Adult Education Association news-caster or in some government office. This

17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi (India) is service without price, in several senses.”

Maitra is an Associate Secretary of the Asso­
ciation and General Secretary of the Bengal Social 
Service League.

9



Role of the University in Adult Education
By A .V . Naik

Secretary, Board o f Extra-Mural Studies, Poona University, Poona

t I I E  U,n i ileri ity  ° fn Pin ° naT w a s  e f f e c t iv e ly  s e c u r e d  a n d  m a in ta in -  th is  c o n n e c t io n  th a t  th e  P o o n a
e s ta b lis h e d  in  1949 . I t  w a s  ed  b y  o r g a n is in g  c e n tr e s  o f  e x tr a -  U n iv e r s ity  h o ld s  th a t  th e  e x tr a -
c r e a te d  w ith  a  d e h n ite  m u r a l a c t iv it ie s  to  d if fu se  w id e ly  m u ra l a c t iv it ie s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s ity

r e g io n a l b ia s  to  m e e t th e  e d u c a -  th e  b e n e fits  o f  U n iv e r s ity  e d u c a -  n e e d  n o t  co v e r  th e  w h o le  f ie ld  o f
t io n a l n e e d s  or th e  M a r a th i t io n  a m o n g  a ll c la s s e s  a n d  c o m -  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  but sh o u ld  b e
sp e a k in g  a r e a o r  tn e  th e n  B o m b a y  m u n it ie s . T h e  e s s e n t ia l  a c t iv ity  co n fin ed  to  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  m o v e -
b. dte as well as to relieve the of Universities, it is true, is the ment of adult education which the

niversity of Bombay of its discovery of new knowledge, the University, by reason of its
urdcn. Consequent!}, it was training of young scholars to special equipment in men and

given directjunsdrction over the continue the work of research, r e so u r c e s , w a s  in  the b e s t  p o s it io n
H a r ‘̂ ' !!‘ sP e a ^ in g districts of the and the teaching of under- to  u n d e r ta k e . For example, the

ombay state. The area of graduates—men and women University would not directly
jurisdiction cl the University has destined for the learned pro- participate in the campaign
U r I?1UC 1 . • UCm n aterf tbe fessions. But it would be highly against illiteracy or contribute
c , ■ )?1Paen in 1963 of the detrimental to their own interests much to the recreational activities

maji University at Kolhapur. if the Universities left it at that; connected with adult education.
At present the juHsdictmn of the if they did not provide or help The sphere of its work would be
fh ? nU ^ n!Iei r ty exte"ds °Xer to provide to adults, who may or chiefly the development offaci-

B°  • thC m a y  n 0 t  *ia ^e  136611 in  ea id 'er  1 Sties fo r  a c q u ir in g  e d u c a t io n  in
t b ^ t / p n hHiftr.-M tafte  CrvhP r S1? 8  y<f a n ? l.°  a  U n iv e r s ity ,  fa c i l i t ie s  fo r  c u ltu r a l a n d  sc ie n t if ic  su b je c ts  fo r
K n U h f  d t t  fr o m  D h u lia  to  o b ta in in g  o r  c o n t in u in g  a  l ib e r a l t h o s e  w h o  a lr e a d y  p o s s e s s  a

education. Ih e  Universities minimum of educational equip- 
-ru0 a • are peculiarly fitted to do this. ment. Even in this sphere the

nf Tt* p’ ° ry a"dcons ltutlon . University could do a very great
deenlv entw?npH J i t h IVfn Slty -a re  T !ie  ,d e a  o f  the d iffu s io n  o f  deal and could utilise all the
in which ir spi tihe u-ef IOn le a r n in g  a m o n g s t  m a tu r e  m en  a n d  methods that have been develop-
ofhs  c r c ^ n  W ,. th e  h,St?£y w o m eu  o f  a,i c,ass*s aad c o m - ed in other countries. It could
c la m o u r  fra™  t a l T X s ’ a n d  S l ' t ! '  th e' e «  Sf- i !  " '1  reaCh f  cU? 7 > , a- S” b s t a n , i? 1criiicctirartietc _ iT *  u n iv e r s ity  a n d  to e  e s ta b lis lim e u t p r o p o r t io n  o f  w h ic h  is  in  a  p o s i-

whioh w o u ld  g iv e  a d e q u a te  « 7 e n - ^  eX tra' m U ral
t .o n  to  th e  e d u c a t io n a l a n d  f a c t  w r itten  in to  th e  c o n s t itu t io S  aCt,VItieS'

rashtra havTplayed^a momentus indeed Uni^ rslty; and’ The University of Poona
role. The University is conscious verv o’r ^  • Umvf rsity attaches considers that in connection with
of this and of iis KlonginanSs to ‘m p t e  to this the larger work of spreading
its town, its neighbouring' towns it mnrp T  ^  W(?U d bnng these facilities in the rural areas,
and its .urrounchnU d i S s  L n  £ ti thU  aDy ° ther. means seasonal Masses and courses on
which are the soil in which it has varied asnectl Wllh •l?e the Hnes of thc University Weeks,
grown and in which it lives. It area TherefL?! if6 ° Jer a ^.lde Sl,mmer School etc., of some
acknowledges to its region a pro- versitv has P°°na Um" Western Universities are parti-
found debt and gives to it due established a i J S , T y 1{?CcPtl° n CU,arIy imP°rtant These could
loyalty. Therefore6, it could not Mural Studies S i  ° i  Extra'  have a . cultura]> a scientific and
but be deeply concerned in the visions of t UndeU the Pro' what might be termed a vocation-
work of adult education in its Poonn T T m W r ° nA T6 r° f the s'de> so that vital and current
part of the country. specific p?r *be problems in these spheres could

k n o w le d g e  P n n U ° f  C iSf u m in a t in 8  b e  d is c u s s e d  a t t h e s e  in  su c h  a  
1  lie  P o o n a  U n iv e r s ity  b e lie v e s  p o p u la t io n  tb ? . a d u b  w a y  a s  t o  s t im u la te  in te r e s t  in

th a t a  r eg io n a l u n iv ers ity  to  b e  P o o n a  U n iv e r s it* 8  W lt lln  t h e  th e ir  s y s te m a t ic  s tu d y . In  th is
a liv e  a n d  v ir ile  m u st b e  c lo s e ly  B o a r d  o f  F x tm  x /  ? r^ '  T h e  w o r k  th e  P o o n a  U n iv e r s ity  w o u ld
lin k e d  w ith  th e  li fe  o f  th e  reg io n . th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  S t l ld ie s  o f  p a y  s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  t o  th e  c la s s  
fi m u s t ,  th e r e fo r e , h a v e  d ir e c t th e  la s t  fifte e n  „ _ <.o n a  h a s  fo r  o f  P r im a r y  T e a c h e r s  w h o  c o n s t i -
c o n t a c t  w ith, th e  w id e  area  w h o s e  p-> fo r m in g  th i .'t'i« i?1SH0 r  s o .b e ®n  tu te  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  e d u c a -
n e e d s  it  is  e x p e c te d  to  se r v e . v a r io u s  s c h e m e s  ° lr o u gh  its  t io n a l a g e n c y  in  t h e  c o u n tr y  s id e .
C lo s e  c o n t a c t  w ith  th e  p e o p le  o f  T h e P o o n a  U n iv e r s i t y  b e lie v e s
t h e  U n iv e r s i ty  r e g io n  c o u ld  b e  I t  js  n e c e ssa r y  t o  m *n»; • *h at ^  b  Is a b le  t o  p r o v id e  fo r

o n  in  th e  n e e d s  o f  p r im a r y  te a c h e r s
10



and cittract them within the fold possible to the needs of numer- given about 200 million Indians
ot its extra-mural activities it ous people from late adolescence the right to vote for the election
will have gone a long way in to early senescence. Adult edu- of Parliament, State legislatures
extending its influence effectively cation must occupy a strategic and local self governing institu-
over the whole area. position as an integral part of the tions. More than three”quarters

. . University. The universities must of them can only do so by affix-
India is a developing country. serve adult educational needs on ing their marks opposite a

One of the most out tanding a wide basis. They must reach symbol, since they are unable to
characteristics of the developing beyond the usual campus limits read and write. In India, there-
country is the crucial need for and expand in new geographical fore, the problem of educating the
education at all levels and m all areas as well as in unique pro- adult people for the duties and
age groups In a country suffer- grammes offered. responsibilities of democratic
ing from tremendous shortage of citizenship is of very vital impor-
tramed persons in every walk of tance which concerns the whole
hfe, umve sities cannot be dedi- Since the achievement of future fate of Indian democracy, 
cated solely to the service of the independence, India has become Therefore, the need for adult edu-
youthful elite. There is no possi- responsible for its own destiny cation largely devoted to this task
bihty ol the Universities in a and has been striving in the face is very imperative. The universities
developing country successfully of difficulties, to create a demo- in India have a special responsi-
mamtaining a traditional ivory cratic state on the Western model. bility in this work. It should be
tower position while serving the At the same time in no part of the function of the universities to
significant needs of society. Any the world is the vicious circle of make available to all those who
attempt to do so will result in ignorance and low economic desire it the light which know-
complete failure and loss of standards more clearly illustrated. ledge and research can throw on
influence. Therefoic, t ley must Acceptance of the principle of the problems of life, society and
relate themselves as closely as universal adult franchise has the State.
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5 ................. , 1
5  ...................................... ................................ ..... .................. ............................................................... ........................• • • • • » .............• • • '   ................................................................... ............................................. . . f

|  K. B°r û r^ er Pa rBc.ulars, please contact with your nearest
h ;aCv~ ^  Book-sellers or direct to :—  1

| f e j f l l  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD.,
1 Post Box No. 24.,
I BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDTA.

................ ......  ------
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Learn and Progress
By Anibal Buitron*

TIFUNZE na Uendelee is the Swahili translation present each women’s club receives only one copy
J  of Learn and Progress. This is the title we select- of the paper, but as soon as the financial situation

ed for our two page spread for new literates, permits Maendeleo ya Wanawake plans to increase
w.nch has been appearing since March 3, 1966, in its order to 20,000 copies, which will double the
the Nairobi Swahili daily newspaper, “Taifaleo”. present Thursday circulation of “ Taifaleo” . Emp­

loyers of domestic help, agricultural and factory 
Learn anj Erogrew appears every Thursday, and workers, etc. are begining to buy the paper and 

every Friday the main articles from the previous pass it on to their employees. The future of the 
week s issue are read in English and Swahili over the project seems excellent, not only as a public service, 

owe of Kenya radio station. but also as a business enterprise that may lead other
_ newspaper publishers in Kenya and neighbouring

The articles are short, 250 to 300 words each, countries to follow suit. We already have reports
easy to read, and deal with subjects of interest to that Tanzania and Malawi are getting ready to start
adults sucn as information on public services avail- similar schemes,
able to the people in the fields of education, health
and agiiculture, the practical value of learning to Filling the Need for Follow-up Reading
react and write, women s education, proper diet,
vaccination to prevent terrible diseases such as The project began at a cocktail party where the 
polio, improved farming methods, the "co-operative writer first met Mr. Michael H. Curtis, Managing
mo\ ement, etc. In addition to these articles, Learn Director of the East ATrican Newspapers (Nation

, / r>g; ess1 publishes every week a Swahili lesson Series) Limited. He wanted to know what I was
and a selection of the most important news of the doing in Kenya and explained that I was here as
we™  All articles are published in both English Unesco’s Chief Adviser on Adult Education. I
ana Swahili with the exception of the Swahili lesson, remarked that during my safaris through the country
an^ - r nCWS dle Week aPPears only in I had found an almost complete lack of reading
5sWahl*1, material suitable for people who had just learned to

T , read. As a result, people who had studied a primer
Learn and Progress started with two aims: to and one or two follow-up books could find nothing

provide simple and interesting reading material for else which they could read, and fell back into illite-
new literates and to help those learning English and racy within a few months. I described my experi-
^ We thought that making these pages for ences in other countries where local newspapers had
new literates part of a well-established local news- agreed to set aside one or two pages every week for
papers would eventually lead the people to read the the publication of articles specially written for new

tl0nSK°[ ^  ne'y.sPaPer> helping in this way literates; this had helped to increase the circulation
- eate a habit of reading of the papers making the project economically profit-

AftAr,  , , able’ or at least, self-supporting. I added that if he
j , , weeks we began to get a most favour- could give me a page or two in one of his papers

TiuiVsdL’Vxnlir-a8,p8«'T>a^ ,?n » om lhe P.ub,ic- The once a week I would take responsibility forgetting
auicklv from taifaleo were disappearing the articles. He liked the idea very much and was
becan arriving S' LeMers t0 the Editor ready to try it out if the newsprint could be supplied,
useful 'uieeesfions We ne .comments and I did not see how we could give him newsprint, but
were having the' Thar^Hav ° t  r’f  ™a,"y peoP,e assured him that the page for new literates would
helped them8to learn Fnshkh k® C° *?ecause Pay for itself because more people would buy the
ed useful in fo rm atio n ^  udiJ? th ? 0311?  * Contam“ Faper- We parted after this meeting without reach- 
newsor the w S  d 8 the most important ing any definite agreement.

Maendeleo vn IVmmwnua wr , XT . , Some weeks later Mr. Curtis called me to say
Organization, with more than 50 000S Members r ’f/ I f  Wi,S prepared to Pive the Pr°ject a try, takmg
placed an order for 2.000 copies t ha tare dhtritaitS U i ,fiaancIal responsibility for it. He said that I 
among all its clubsTroughou the o S  A could have the two centre pages of “Taifaleo”, thelurougnout tne country. At Swahili daily newspaper, every Thursday. We

decided on the third of March as the date for publi-
♦ Anibal Buitron is an Ecuadorian anthropologist’and edu- Shlng the firSt iSSUe> 

cator who is at present Unesco’s Chief Adviser on Adult
Education tn Kenya. He * “former pepu* Dirctor of , Immediately, I began to visit the ministries most 
CRf-LAL. tlib no Hindamtntal Education Centre for closely concerned with adult education as well as ft immunity Development in Fatzcuaro, Mexico. some ! 7  dUUI\  education, as wet! as

some non-governmental organizations interested in
12



this field. I explained the project and requested that ing their work and how to make use of them. W e
somebody from each institution be appointed as have started to receive letters from our readers with
representative at a meeting to discuss the new useful suggestions and requests for certain kinds ot
scheme. articles.

Inter-Agency Committee Self-Supporting
Mr. Curtis is very pleased ..with the immediate 

At this meeting we had representatives from the success Gf the project and is considering the possibi-
ministries concerned with education, health, infor- lity of giving two more pages so that we can have
mation, agriculture, community development, and a 4_pa"oe ptill-out which could be printed in extra
co-operatives, as well as from the East African quantities for direct distribution to women's clubs,
Newspapers, the Red Cross, the Extra-Mural farmers’ and community development training
Department of the University College, the East centres adult literacy classes, mission centres, etc.
African Literature Bureau, the Literacy Centre of ’
Kenya, Maendeleo ya Wanawake, WHO and The project \s proving that it can pay for itself. 
UNESCO. It was decided that all those present at when soon after the start Mr. Curtis suggested that
this first meeting should form an Inter-Agency we sh0uld request financial assistance from the
Committee and that an editorial committee should Ministry of Education, UNESCO, etc., I asked him
be set up consisting of representatives of UNESCO, t0 first )et me try to make it self-supporting, because
the Ministry of Education, the Kenya Literacy only jn this way COuid we assure its continuance for
Centre, East African Newspapers, the Ministry of many yearS- if we depended upon assistance the
Information, and the Ministry of Co-operatives and project would last only as long as the assistance.
Social Services. It would be the task of the mem­
bers of the Inter-Agency Committee to see that their sjo far jt seenis that our hopes were justified and 
Ministries and institutions prepared and sent in that the project can continue without any outside
articles for publication in the pages for new literates. financjal aid. This, in my opinion, is the best feature

of the scheme. It does not cost the government a 
Mr Curtis suggested that, to get publicity, the cent; ;t covers jts own expenses and it even makes a 

page should be advertised on the Voice of Kenya extra money for the publishers,
radio station, and it was agreed that some of us (UNESCO FEATURES)
would talk over the project with its Programme 
Director.

. At the first meeting of the editorial committee
which took place on February 28, 1966, I was able _________ . .
to announce that the Ministry of Information had ‘ “ “
agreed to translate our texts from English into
Swahili. It was decided to include a weekly Swahili
lesson for which the Literacy Centre of Kenya
would assume responsibility.

The first issue of Learn and Progress appeared ASPBAE JOURNAL
in “Taifaleo” on March 3. It included a short
editorial explaining the purpose of the page, and Quarterly Journal that deals
listing the government departments and non-govern H * Education in
mental agencies that were helping in its preparation. . . ' .  c„lltn rVmntriesOther articles explained why we pay taxes, Asian and South Pacific Countries
why we teach adults, and the importance . . „
of working together. There was also the first English Annua Su l
lesson since it was our intention to alternate English TNI AND Rs 7/50
and Swahili lessons. Later it was decided to have f o r e ig n  U.S. $2.00 or 16 Shillings
only Swahili lessons and to replace them with
English lessons when we came to the end of the first D , ,  . .
cycle of Learning Swahili. Published oy .

i, , r , Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult EducationThe collaboration of governmental and non- nwnu awuiu rowuv «
governmental agencies has been most encouraging. T Aoc-wUa*;™
We have received teats and publications that could Ind..n Adult EducMton Assoc,atton.
be used to prepare articles on education, health. "  w wYLihi
agriculture, nutrition, etc. At our request educa- !Nev'' 11
tional, public health, social welfare, and other 
services in the country have written articles explain-
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Literacy b y  Radio for d u r g a b a i d e sh m u k h  a p p o in t e d
a 7 t i • MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEEAndean Indians o n  literacy

A N experimental scheme of radio schools to bring Illt?rnationa) c ° nSult^ive Liaison Com-
A . literal, tn rPmatP TnHion • !ug mittee for Literacy setup by UNESCO will meet inliteracy to remote Indian communities in the Park from Time s <r> 9

Andes has been started by a group of Maryk- • trom June 5 t0 
n >11 Fathers based on the city of Puno in the south- Dr- Durgabai Deshmukh, Vice-President, 
east corner of Peru. The immediate aim of the Indian Adult Education Association has been 
scheme is to overcome the language barrier caused requested by the Director General UNESCO to be 
by the fact that practically no-one in the country- a “ ember of the Committee. She has accepted the
side speaks or understand Spanish: 50% speak membership and will attend the first meeting to be
only Aymara, and the rest speak only Quechua. held 'n Par's-

The scheme’s great advantage is that a maximum c 11TY,mov
number of people can be taught by a minimum of Summer Programme in Adult Education
qualified bilingual teachers (who are naturally „  A three-week course in Principles, Methods and 
scarce). It is also relatively cheap, and remoteness Techniques of Adult Education has been planned by 
is no obstacle. After two years planning and ore- Lhe DePartment of Adult Education, University of 
paration, the project is now well under way, P aJasfban for summer this year, 
although it is not expected to be financed comple- 
tely and in full operation until 1968.

Each village or hamlet has to provide a place for LIFE MEMBERS

“ •^h i iSftsra of a d t r - —^
textbooks, and can take up to 15 students a session

S l T " 6 iD L Shrimati Raksha Saran, former President,
m i n e d rS hv?  f  !S tr?,ns‘ All India Women’s Conference and the
(one H each lanmiaoe^ha ' C<h bilingual teachers National Committee on Women’s Education,(one in each language) have been supplied by the 0 n , , .  „  , ,  „
Peruvian Ministry of Education. At the receiving 2- Pr0‘- M-C. sllukla, Director, Correspon-
end the students are helped by “ auxiliaries” who dence Course and Continuing Education,
must be able to read, write and speak Spanish as University of Delhi, Delhi,
well as be proficient in their mother tongue, but who 3. Kumari S. Rehiman, Professor, Indian
need not have had much formal education. Institute of Mass Communication, New

The programmes, of 45 minutes each, are broad- Delhi,
cast at seven intervals during the day so that the 4. Dr. S.N. Saraf, Director (Education) Plan- 
student can choose the hour that best fits in with his ning Commission, New Delhi
daily work. There are five classes a week and at 5 chri a  v  c , , „ . .
present only adults over 16 are accepted as students. * Education Officer"’ Bombay7 G $  Soda!

Bilingual Newspaper for Andean Indians Education Committee, Bombay.
c n l i i r n ' ' w ;Ji?* new bterates, with parallel 6. Shri N. Prakash, Devnagar, New Delhi,
columns in Spanish and Quechua (the language n our; T d ci u , T ■
most widely spoken by the Andean Indianst has 7' * LRl Shah> RaJasthan University,
started publication at Quito. The newspaper was Jaipi,r’
devised by Belgian volunteers working on the literacy — —  ---------- - -  ___
campaign organized by the Ecuador Radio.

Produced once a month in editions of 30 000 Book
copies, the newspaper is intended to be comnlmpn . „
tary 10 b" radio courses, and contains lively short ADULT EDUCATION
articles about farming and local problems ' * * AND

(UNESCO FEATURES) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Wool-Grading Course Report of the 14th National Seminar
(he Proudh Shiksha Samiti. Bikaner in colla- o.- . « ^ m

boration with the wool technology section of the f/ce . Rs. 2.50, § 1.00
Bikaner Veterinary College and local wool indus- Published hv ■ 

tr ie s  has developed a course in wool-grading and Indian *• *
classification. Twenty candidates deputed by local 17-B IndraJw Il^^Ir01* A?l0ciation, 
industries are likely to attend the course. * ' Indraprastba Marg. New Delhi-1.
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Voluntary Bodies Partners In 
Nation-Building

ELABORATING on the im- tariat. Neither the Assembly nor vileges of members as well as of
perative need to tap all the Secretariat has any Com- procedure for future Assembly
available voluntary service munist members. meetings,

resources for the development of India was also one of the
the country, Dr Zakir Hussain, countries which sought informa- ~ ~ -------------------
Vice-President, called upon the tion regarding the constitution of ADULT EDUCATION IN 
Government to generate a climate the Council of Ten of the ISVS. CANADA:
of confidence among voluntary the paying members who called
organizations by accepting them the first World Assembly which (Continued from pat^e b)
as co-partners in the work of created the Secretariat." India
nation-building. along with other countries, most- the Canadian Association for

The Vice-Piesident was in- ly from Africa, also sought clari- Adult Education. The Associa-
augurating the World Assembly fications regarding the functions tion was established in 1935 and
of the International Secretariat ot the Assembly and its relation- uptil now has established
for Volunteer Seivice at Vigyan ship to the Secretariat, on the branches in four provinces. The
Bhavan in New Delhi, on March one hand, and the Council, on branches are fulfulina a very use-
29. More than 60 delegates and the other, as well as about the ful role in initiating and coordi-
observers from abroad as well as financial administration of the natin™ the adult education work
representatives from embassies organization. in their respective provinces,
and missions in the capital These questions led one to
attended the conference. Dr. the conclusion that Governments The Indian Adult Education
M.S. Mehta, President IAEA was had become members of the Association which is a national
the Deputy Leader of the Indian World Assembly without reading organisation like the Canadian
delegation. carefully the ISVS constitution or Association should also establish

Tracing the evolution of the had sent delegations to the i'1 the n"ar future few State bran-
voluntary movement in this Assembly meeting without ches to initiate, stimulate and co­
country from a purely welfare- briefling them properly on the ordinate the work of adult educa-
oriented service into an organiz- extent of their commitment to it. tion at the State level. The state
ed, multi-purpose operation in It was extraordinary what branches, as in Canada, should
which trained workers not only elementary doubts and questions pay a part of their membership
deal with social ills but mobilize were raised during the final voting fee to the Central Organisation,
community effort towards self- session. • so that their members could get
help, Dr. Zakir Husain reminded The feeling of “common fhe Indian Journal o f Adult Edit-
the youth of the country that humanity of all mankind” to cation and be in touch with the
they had an important role to which Mr. Asoka Mehta feelingly work of adult education that is
play in the massive national referred to in his valedictory being carried out throughout
effort towards development. address, was not so noticeable on the length and breadth of the

The conference ended on the last day of the session when country.
April 4. In a report about the delegates, dragging themselves
closing day the Special Corres- sluggishly through a maze of
pondent of the Statesman writes : words, had to commit themselves

The World Assembly of the to positions and words which SIR ROLAND MICHENER
International Secretariat of were not only going on record, NEW GOVERNOR-GENERAL
Volunteer Services, at its final but would later become part of OF CANADA
session on Monday, extended the their national policy.
life of the Secretariat for another Mr. Mehta spoke appre- tq(. r 0I and Michencr the
four years. India abstained in datively of the ISVS being a Canadian High Commissioner to
the voting on the resolution. “loose organization with mini- jnqia has ' been appointed

The Assembly also resolved mum rules” in keeping with the PamrlaN Governor Generil '
to direct the Secretary-General of spirit of volunterism” which it c
the Secretariat to try to broaden was trying to promote. ° • ls ,waS
the membership of the Assembly From the experience of the posted to New Delhi in Septem-
and Council. This resolution six days of the session, it seems ier
followed questions by members, necessary for the organization to Sir Roland is u former Presi- 
including India, about the “ inter- make new rules defining clearly dent of the Canadian Association
national” character of the Secre- the extent of the rights and pri- for Adult Education.
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Regd. No. D- 109

Morocco Gives UNESCO $30,000 From Its
Military Budget

In the name of King Hassan II and the Moroccan Government, Mr. Mohammed Bcnhima, the Minister 
of Education, handed over a cheque for 830,000 to Mr. Rene Maheu, Director-General of Unesco, in a 
ceremony in Paris The sum, taken from Morocco’s military budget, is to be added to the World Literacy
Fund. ----------------------- ------ ----- -----------------------------------

Morocco is the third State, after Iran and Mali, HOW ILLITERACY WAS STAMPED OUT IN 
to respond to the appeal by the Shah of Iran at the RUMANIA
Teheran Conference for all countries to donate funds yN 194g Rumania sti„ had over 3 million people 
from their defence budgets to the fight against .filter- 1  who wefe compIete|y illiterate; but by the census
acJ" _ of 1956, the figure had fallen to a few tens of

In thanking Mr. Benhima, Mr. Maheu stressed the thousands, 
significance of this gesture by “a country that is both The methods and results of the country’s 10-year 
generous, and realistic”, and announced that other campaign to wipe out illiteracy are set out in a book- 
governments had signified their intention of respond- let published recently by the Rumanian National 
ing to the Shah s appeal. Commission for Unesco.

Publicity for the campaign was on a nation-wide 
‘'FOOD FOR LITERACY” PROJECT scale: radio, press, cinema, books and pamphlets

IN BRAZIL written by famous writers, posters and even match­
box slogans, were all recruited for the cause. Local

\  successful literacy experiment carried out in committees were entrusted with the drawing up of 
Brasilia Teimosa, on the outskirts of Recife, lists of illiterates in the community and the organiza- 
may serve as a model for similar projects in tion of classes—some of which were held in schools, 

other parts of north-east Brazil. others in barracks, apartment houses and on build-
Ti,_ , , r. , ing sites. Where there was a shortage of profes-

b r ions °f Mreme
scheme to feed the neediest cases and, as the inci- handbooks were printed.
dence of illiteracy was very high, the area was ft Tb? ™urse of instruction lasted two years: but 
chosen for a pilot project using the distribution of after thaf the new literates were encouraged to keep 
food as a means of teaching people to read and «P and extend them knowledge by all sorts of spare- 
wrjtc 1 v time activities specially arranged for them.

The booklet points out that, parallel to the 
Literacy classes were organized three times a scheme of adult education, measures have been taken 

week and individuals who attended all classes receiv- to eliminate illiteracy at its source. The 1964-65 
ed iortnightly tood rations sufficient for a family of school year marked the extension of compulsory 
lour people. In a family of more than four, two education to 8 years; at present there are more than 
members were asked to attend the classes. 4 million children and young people attending edu-

From the beginning, food supplies were strictly Cat'° nal establish™nts in Rumania.
11mited to regular students wiih the result that classes , .
grew rapidly and additional courses had to be orga- India’s Women Scientists
; Within six months, over 200 courses were Six thousand Indian women are now doing post-
operating with a total enrolment of 2,000 students, graduate work in science and account for about 10 
iutei ate members of the community were trained as per cent of all post-graduate students, a survey by 
teacher« and subjects taught, besides basic reading Indian Council of Scientific and Industrial
and writing, included history, geography, hygiene, Research shows.
child care, cooking and sewing. The survey also brought out that 70 per cent of

So successful has the project proved the, " *  under 30 wi,h 3
Brasilia Lumosa recently opened its own consumer P Mrir„ ih . . . . ,
co-operative which, like the literacy classes, isnow in J t  j  5<j  Pfo Cent arC ?  blolo§y’ 5 per cen!
organized largely by the local inhabitants. ow "! and 10 per cent in mathematics an j

tUNFSCO FFATiTDrc’-v p .ysics- Seventy-eight per cent of India’s women 
_______ u u  1 URF.S) scientists are employed, mainly in teaching.

pooled and Published hv Dharm Vlr for Indian AdniFpXjTTT' “a '""W F" —  ......... —. . -----—
Mar*’ Wnted - N ^ H k ^ ^ S S ^ K S l S ;  UlMndraprastha



I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f

ADULT EDUCATION
VoL XXVIII, May 1967, Ho. 5

MUSS COMMUNICATION AS INFRA
STRUCTURE

FOR SOCIAL & ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT

A plea for recognizing the media of mass communication as “infrastructure of social and economic 
development of the country” was made at a Seminar on “the role of documentary films in national develop­
ment” organised by the Indian Institute of Mass Communication, New Delhi from May 1 to 4, 1967. 
Shri A. Mitra, Secretary, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting was the Director of the Seminar.

nPHE Seminar also recommended that additional The other important recommendation of the 
A resources in cash and equipment and mechanical seminar is for research in audience response. The

facilities should be allocated for this purpose by Institute of Mass Communication has already on 
the Government. hand a project for evolving criteria for evaluation of

films.
The Seminar also suggested that a study should

be made to ascertain the comparative costs of cover- A larger share of short film assignments for pri- 
ing the entire country with a television network. vate producers, the creation of a non-theatrical cir­

cuit for documentary films, the production ofspeci-
A structural reorganization of the Films Division alized films on and for education and for projecting 

of the Government of India on the model of the India’s image abroad and the financial bolstering up 
Canadian National Film Board is one of the main of the Poona Film Institute which trains technical 
recommendations of the seminar. personnel for film production, are some of the other

recommendations.
It may be recalled that the Chanda Committee . ,

had made specific recommendations along these lines ^  seems likely however, if one had understood 
to be implemented when the Films Division had ex- the Minister for Information right, that .hese recom­
panded considerably and had been financially mendations would be seriously taken up only after 
strenothrnpd commercial radio and television have proved them-

' selves earning members of the Government family.
In fact, it would seem that some, if not all, of the  ............................................................. ...—

suggestions made by the seminar bear great similarity Fditnrial Hoard
to the recommendations of the Chanda Committee. " ,

Dr. M. S. Mehta
The recommendations of the seminar give a fair Shri Maganbhai Desai

deal to everybody concerned with documentary film- shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
making as well as to the consumer. Mr. K.K. Dr T A Kashv
Shah, Minister for Information and Broadcasting * ‘ ‘
who was present at the concluding session, saw to it Dr. H. P. Saksena.
that the Government got a fair deal too. Published by

Indian Adult Education Association.
Mr. Shah remarked in a confidential aside to the 17-B. Indraprastha Marg, A w Delhi

meeting : “If I had to choose between extra vans A n n u a l  S u b s c r ip tio n
for the Films Division and TV. I would rather have /?s. a.00 : Foreign
TV.” This is considered by everybody an unofficial Single Copy Re. i .o o
blessing to the recommendation. — ------------- ---...................  ...



National Seminar on Utilization of Schools for 
Adult Education

THE Indian Adult Education Association will Among others the meeting was attended by 
hold a National Seminar on <;the Utilization of Sarvshri R.R. Diwakar, M. Mujeeb, J.C. Mathur, 
Schools for the Promotion of Adult Education” and Shrimati Sulochana Modi. Dr. M.S. Mehta 

in October or November this year in Mysore. This President of the Association presided.
was decided in a meeting of the Executive Com- --------
mittee of the Association held in New Delhi on
May 7, 1967. The Committee also set-up a sub- WANTED
commiitee wiih Shri K.N. Srivastava as Convenor
to collect material on the subject and to prepare Applications are invited for the post of Organis- 
Data Paper as well as Working Paper. ing Secretary for the Association : salary grade Rs.

700-40-1100-50/2-1250 (with 20% D.A. and 15% 
The Annual Conference will be held either before bouse fent allowance). Qualiiications . high geneial 

or after the seminar in Mysore. It was decided to education; adequate experience in the field of Adult 
request Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah, Deputy Director- Education, authorship of books or articles on some 
General of UNESCO to preside over the conference, aspect of Adult Education and ability to communi­

cate the need and value of adult education to the 
r-. ,1 u i u . „ public and governmental authorities.

A Sufi We.fare Fund has also been set-up to Relaxation of these conditions possible in case of 
^ / s t  stall members in the need. A sum of Rs. candidates of special merit.
5000,- was voted for this purpose to serve as a Applications should reach the undersigned by the 
nucleus Earlier the Executive Committee approved 3 ,st May 1967. Applicants may be called for inter- 
a Budget of Rs. 4,56,850 00 for the year 1967-68. view at their own expense.

S C. Dutta
The Committee also supported the idea of hold- Hony. General Secretary

ing a World Conference on Adult Education initial- Indian Adult Education Association
ed by the Canadian Association for Adult Education. 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi.

^  i i i i i i i i ! i i ! H H i i i i ! i i i i « t i in i i i* i i* i in u i i i in » in m i iB m in p n  / iB iiB r .R !if t[ i iia m m i!a :; i i ! im iii ! i i i !* i i i ; iB i iB m m 'n m u 8 t iR it «  f i i i i i i i u i i i i i t a i i B ' i s n a i t i t i B t i C t i i u a n c s  « > ir  3 a iii' is iio m B k iiB n ii

I I S H  OUR PAINT WILL RENEW “ OLD BLACK BOARDS.” I
5 jji Ai ®

This our “Scientific P a in t” can successfully cater the needs of Black 1 
1 Board using world as it is guaranteedly fast and lasts. I t  makes the sur- |
I *ace smooth but non-glossy or reflective being evenly spread and thus gives |
|  new get up to OLD BLACK BOARDS. " |
n fjmJjT'. jra **

Available in 5 Litres and 1 Litre Tins. =

i9 »

 ̂ ('r !’;Tr,JC'1 particulars, please contact with your nearest l
1 i f  a . Book-sellers or direct to :— «
I .§ NF.'.tN SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD*, I
I  Tost Box No. 24., I

BARAMATI (Poona) INDIA. I
KlimlUfim'IIHIlim > l 5 , ■ t f i m f f i l l l l l . l i . i i n i n i n i n m i n i n i i , . i
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ADULT EDUCATION IN NEPAL
By Arnold Holy, Secretary, Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education

iYjEPAL emerged in 1951 from the obscurity of months the training becomes a little less formal and
a.niost complete isolation imposed upon her by broader in scope. There is more stress upon reading 
the Rana autocracy for more than a hundred circles and upon discussion of local and national 

years. Education prior to 1951 was almost entirely problems.. 
restricted to the provision of formal educational
training for the children of the ruling group. Some To make the adult literacy and general commu- 
slight modification in educational policy had occur- nity education programme more effective, and to 
red in the later stages of the Rana rule, but in 1950 create continuity from year to year, a pattern of 
in the whole country there were no more than 200 permanent intensive adult education centres are 
primary schools, 21 High Schools and one College, being created. There are 25 such centres established 
Since that date, under the leadership of the monar- in Nepal with an additional 15 planned for the 
chy, Nepal has made gigantic efforts to correct these 1966—1967 period, These centres have permanent 
past weaknesses. Today there are at least 5,700 headquarters of their own in a selected hamlet 
primary schools, over 400 middle schools and 263 although they may use rooms in other buildings for 
high schools, 35 colleges and  ̂ one university. How- their activities, within the same hamlet or within sur- 
ever in spite of these great efforts to foster the formal rounding hamlets. They are provided with a staff of 
education of the young it is recognized that the three teachers, who, though part-time workers, have 
modernization ot Nepal must depend to a very great been given a training in adult literacy and commu- 
extent upon an extensive and thorough educational nity education work. The head of the Intensive 
programme aimed at the adult members of the com- Adult Education Centre staff is responsible for the 
munity. Even today the degree of illiteracy in Nepal supervision of the work of his two assistants and 
stands at over 90 per cent. For this reason most of undertakes the direct teaching and organising of 
the present efforts in the area of the adult education post-literacy work which covers the final three months 
lie iu the field of functional literacy. A section con- of the standard nine months course. His two assis- 
cerned with adult literacy has been created within the tants, a man and a woman, are responsible for the 
Ministry of Education. This department has a chief straight six months literacy class, one being responsi- 
adult education officer in charge, with a staff of ble for men’s work and one for educational work 
approximately 20 assistants.iOf these one is an expert with women, 
in charge of planning and training and a second is
an officer in charge of women’s adult education The three responsible officers for these intensive 
work. Other members of the staff include an editor adult education centres are given a more thorough 
of journals and publications, an assistant for work training course than that provided bydistrictsuper- 
with women and four field supervisors. The rest are visors for voluntary teachers taking an individual 
administrative and accounting staff. literacy class. The training for the Intensive Literacy

Centre staff is undertaken by members of the Adult 
The four field supervisors are responsible for the Education Section in the Ministry and lasts one 

supervision of literacy and adult education work in month and is taken in residence. Those attending 
the 14 administrative zones into which the country the training course are drawn from the ranks of 
is divided—each supervisor taking charge of a num- elementary school teachers or local volunteers who 
ber of the zones. The 14 zones in their turn are possess an education up to school-leaving certificate 
divided into 75 districts and therefore each of the level and who have shown an active interest in the 
field supervisors is responsible for the adult educa- literacy campaign and community education pro­
to n  work in approximately 20 of these districts and, gramme. The training course deals with the techni- 
Jh carrying out his work, maintains liaison with the ques of teaching reading and writing to aduhs and 
District Education Supervisor and his Assistant— methods of general community education. In addi- 
there being one Education Supervisor plus one tion, trainees are briefed by lectures and demonstra- 
Assistant Supervisor for each of the 75 districts, tions given by experts from government departments 
Under the guidance of the adult education field concerned with rural development, agriculture, lv>me 
supervisors the district supervisors and their assis- science and co-operatives, 
tents are responsible for the general supervision of
tee literacy work within the local districts. The Membereofthe adult education section in the 
JUajor literacy course involves nine months study and Ministry keep in close touch with adult education 
tee adult students are expected to attend classes six developments abroad particularly those referring to 
teghts a week for the nine month period. In the first the literacy campaign. The major problem they face, 
SIX months they concentrate on formal instruction in as in so many countries lies in the lack of financial 
reading, writing and arithmetic with some reference
to local affair's and problems. In the final three (Continued on page 4)
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U.P. Universities urged to set-up Adult Education Department

THE U.P. Adult Education Association held a Extension be established in all universities of Uttar 
Conference in Lucknow. The theme of the Pradesh and that until such time as full-fledged 
Conference was the role of universities in Adult Departments of Adult Education and Extension be 

Education and Extension. Dr. Radhakamal Mukerji, established, the Department of Education in all 
former Vice-Chancellor, Lucknow University universities and colleges should take up the work of 
presided. adult literacy in cooperation with the Departments

of Sociology, Social Work, Psychology and Econo- 
The Conference among others passed the follow- mics. 

ing resolution:—
. . .  , , TT . .  , . .  That the University Grants Commission in the

Considering that the Universities should serve area of university Adult Education and Extension 
as centres of Social change, of initiative and resource shouid show the same concern, urgency and leader- 
for scientific, social and cultural regeneration, and ship as jt has shown in other areas of university 
considering that in the midst of an explosion of education and provide at the earliest the necessary 
knowledge the fast obsolescence of ideas and skills funds to universities for the establishment of Depart- 
and the strain on norms and values under new social ment of Adu]t Education and Extension and that at 
conditions the obligations of the universities to jeast one university in Uttar Pradesh should be help- 
provide continuing education has become even more ed to establish such a department forthwith 
urgent, this Conference urges.

That Departments of Adult Education and nF J hat Government should promote establishment
ot correspondence courses of both vocational and

—— ............. ......— - ■ ■— —— -—— - general education nature and for those enrolled in
functional literacy courses they should provide 

(Continued from nase 3) facilities like free postal services, free books and
'  * P S ' stationery since these enrolled in such courses would

resources and lack of physical resources. For exam- an under Pr*\ileged group, 
pie the teachers’ training colleges plan to introduce
some training in adult literacy work and community Literacy Brigades
education proceedures into the training programme
for the young trainee-teachers, but at the present The Conference also called for the formation of 
time the staff members of the training colleges, Literacy Brigades by the universities and asked them 
though highly qualified in the area of child educa- to implement a programme of compulsory literacy 
tion, have not the necessary background of train- work for two months for all undergraduate students 
ing and experience to introduce fully the section and three months for the post-graduate students 
of the curriculum dealing with adult education (including the recess weeks) as condition for the 
and adult literacy methods. It is difficult for award of university degree, 
the four field supervisors to give the assistance
and encouragement to all the district education The Conference also passed a resolution which 
supervisors which is essential if the programme is to recommends that the Union Government should 
be fully implemented in isolated districts. These enact a National Universal Adult Education Act 
difficulties are recognized and every effort is being with the target year of 1975 for the liquidation of 
made to overcome them. A Unesco Mission is to adult illiteracy in all States and set up a separate 
visit Nepal in the first half of 1967 to investigate the Ministry of Adult Education in the Centre^ with
literacy situation and to advise on joint Nepalese— State Ministries of Adult Education for a ’quick
Unesco Literacy projects. Proposals for such joint literacy drive. 4
programmes have been put forward in the case of
two industrial areas in Nepal, Biratnagar and Birgunj The Conference also recommended that the 
and in two agricultural areas, Hitarua and Pokhara. students of adult schools be permitted to take public 
One or two of these areas may be selected for a school examinations with other regular gulden s 
Unesco intensive literacy project and the projects with a view to providing them w lh incentive to 
should throw some light on the correlation between continue their education 
duff education (including literacy) and economic

and social development in the country and as such The Conference also urged upon the political
' aiS<? r V,n  k USCfl!' gT u  t0 , meth°?S aDd parties t0 accord top P a rity  to literacy programmespolicv which could be used or followed in intensive in view of the constructive role the politica? parties

literacy projects undertaken later in other parts of can play in the liquidation of mass illiteracy £ 5  
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The Correspondence Institutes in the 
Finnish Educational System

By Aulis Alanen

f  CORRESPONDENCE course groups. However, even in group Correspondence'Institutes and the States 
vJ activity in Finland is practi- instruction we must recognise In Finland neither correspon- 

cally speaking coniined to different levels; this mode is un- dence institutes nor correspon-
the sphere of adult education; at doubtedly most effective where dence students receive financial
least up to now the school the group receives direct oral support from the State, the only
system here has not adopted this instruction from an expert and exception being the secondary
mode of teaching. And even with- participates in invigilated exami- school experiment instituted by
in the field of adult education nations. the Society for Popular Culture,
itself the correspondence schools Of the correspondence institutes
here as in most other countries Correspondence Institutes and Adult in Finland that of the Society, the
are somewhat of an outsider, not Education KVSK, is subject to the super-
firmly integrated in the official If the term adult education is vision of the Board of Schools,
system. Quantitatively too cor- taken in a sense wider than that while that of the company
respondence study in Finland is of the English tradition it can be Tietomies and the School of
on a relatively small scale, at described as comprising three Sales and Advertisement comes
least compared with our neigh- main lines of activity : 1. liberal under the Ministry of Industry
bour Sweden, whose largest education, 2 the “belated” com- and Commerce. The supervision
correspondence institute, Her- pletion of basic school courses, involved, however, is rather
mods, is in many respects an and 3. special vacational training. informal, there is no statutory
unapproachable model to us. The correspondence schools system of inspection. In the case
But in Sweden this activity is in function in all three branches, of the KVSK, for example, sub-
any case in proportion to the but while three of them concen- jection to the Board of Schools
population notably higher than trate entirely on liberal pursuits mean that the Board appoints a
anywhere else in the world. and fulfil therein an invaluable representative to sit on the

function, in its entirety the administrative body of the Foun-
In Finland too those corres- correspondence course system in dation and the correspondence

pondence instit tes for which fact places greatest emphasis on school submits its statutes and
paedagogics and business ethics the two latter lines. The largest its policy decisions to the educa-
are serious considerations suffer institute cultivates all three, while tion authorities for approval,
considerably as a result of the those not engaged in liberal The institute is also willing to
activities of other business enter- education are mainly concerned submit the details of its pro­
prises using the name correspon- with specialised technical training, gramme and activities for inspec-
dence school, which are doing Those pursuing liberal education tion, but no regular control of
their best to ruin the reputation function in close mutual under- this kind is exercised. Up to the
of the entire system. Without standing, have acted on common present year the representation of
going any further into this we initiative, and have combined as the highest education authorities
may say that correspondence a pressure group in matters such on the governing body of the
institutes which can be taken as postage charges and other Society has, of the Foundation’s
seriously involve some 100,000 common advantages. Actual own accord, been particularly
students each year, or about 3% instructional cooperation there strong : for example the chief
of the population of over 14 years has not been before the experi- director of the Board of Schools
of age. Of these again 10% ment recently instituted in con- and the Director of Education,
work in groups which send in junction with the Finnish Broad- the present Minister of Education
only the pooled result of their casting Company, of which more and the Deputy Director, have
studies for correction, and in later. The other institutes have long been members. Recently
which thus the intensity of ins- had much less contact both however the State Council reach-
truction and the level achieved among themselves and with those ed the decision that State officials
are doubtless very unevenly dis- representing liberal adult educa- may not sit on the governing
tributed as far as the individual tion, but as far as the writer can boards of any institutions where
members are concerned. In the say they function in mutual they would have jurisdiction over
largest correspondence school in loyalty and without destructive the use of State fund--, and
this country, that run by the rivalry. There is no official joint because the Society for Popular
Society for Popular Culture 95% organ for cooperation among the Culture receives a small amount
study privately, only 5% in institutes. of support for activities other
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than its correspondence courses, whose chairman is the present in existence must not dictate atti-
these representatives have been Deputy Director of the Board, of tude to the new proposal; the
obliged to relinquish their seats. Schools, Paavo Kuosmanen, made interests of the individual student
(Thus strictly applied the decision a similar proposal for the esta- are the only consideration which
was in fact hardly of benefit from blishment of such a committee should influence them. At its
the point of view of educational and stressed the need for more best such a State correspondence
work). effective application of the cor- institute could become model

respondence instruction system. from whose planning and experi-
According to legislation for There are grounds for hope that mental work the private institutes

study circle activity the group such a committee will in fact be might also derive advantage,
work in the correspondence instituted in the near future.
course entitles to State support Basic school courses through corrcs-
but this only on condition that Thinking of the work of adult pondencc institutes
the courses are approved by the education as a whole a corres- In Finland, no correspondence 
Board of Schools. Thus the pondence schools Act can be re- institute is entitled to give a certi-
courses run in the State-assisted garded as the missing link in the ficate of secondary school, corn-
study circles are subject to ins- series of legislations for libraries, mercial school, commercial or
pection. All the courses in the civic institutes, study circle work technical institute qualification,
institutes pursuing liberal adult and folk high schools which have Instead certain institutions which
education are approved for State been passed in recent years, some run correspondence courses have
support. as reforms of earlier statutes, extensive special commercial, and

some as completely new legisla- technical training programmes in
The attitude of the State cdu- tion. These arrangements are which correspondence and oral

cation authorities to those cor- worthy of comparison even on instruction are combined, and
respondence institutes which fulfil the international level, offering as whose final certificates have
paedagogic standards is gratify- they do considerable financial already gained relatively well
ingly favourable, and for example support to the institutions in established recognition on the
the largest institute functions in question yet leaving them a very labour market. More will be said
close consultation with authori- great measure of autonomy in of these later,
ties in the planning and realisa- their activities. If legislation for
tion of its programmes. Thus in the correspondence institutes The correspondence institute 
the consulting boards it has esta- follows the same lines there is no of the Society for Popular Cul-
bhshed for the promotion of its fear of their economic basis being ture has complete secondary
instruction in the technical, com- established at the expense of their school, commercial school and
mercial and agricultural fields, freedom of activity. At the commercial college courses,
there is a representative from the moment the best solution would- However, the official examina-
highest governing body in each seem to be the granting of finan- tions for the certificates of quali-
of these spheres of training. In cial assistance not to the institutes fication must be taken in the
general, too, the institute consults but to the private students on the normal institutions in each field,
with the education authorities basis of their achievements. In the case of the secondary
with a view to keeping its official school course the taking of ex-
qualification courses up to date To the favourable report it aminations usually presents no
and engaging competent person- has given on the matter of difficulties to the private student,
net to teach and to plan its organising the correspondence and those working through the
courses. course system the Board of KVSK have gained better marks

Schools has added the proposal than the average achieved by
The liberal correspondence that inquiry be made into the normal candidates. The attitude

instiuuesMiave, particularly during need for a special State corres- of the individual teacher for
.fie i 960 s made a number of pondence institute, and it seems whom the examinations are writ-
P;°P“ als *01' Mle establishment likely that such a school will be ten varies considerably. Some
°- a state committee to study the established in the near future. are inclined to be prejudiced and
question or integrating the cor- The independent institutes have to assign any private student
-sponuence courses with the no objection to such a plan, but without further ado to some kind
T V1 et lc?,atl0na system, system- they do regard it as their duty to of B class. Others again have

a ising Mate supervision and see to it that the functions of this great respect for the enterprise
possjoiy supporting students on State correspondence institute are of a private student and for the
,:J.C <n’lirs'. PUl p* public funds. clearly demarcated and that it independent achievements of
i .ie .boara ol schools for its part does not extend its activities maturity represented in the study
,lar ; ,->xpre-pcu a favourable beyond the training of civil ser- activity of those of adult years.
op,nio,i of these suggestions to vants. The present writer takes Independent again of either atti-
t..e S.ate (-.»i;nc,l. Recently too it for granted that the vested tude, some teachers conform so
me ! rivafe Students Committee, interests of the institutes already rigidly to the syllabus of their
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own schools that a student who The KVSK like some other of economic organisations have
has used some other text-book institutes, also runs courses established their own correspon-
encounters difficulties even though designed to prepare those seeking dence schools for the benefit oi
the ground he has covered may admission to the various techni- their own members and person-
be essentially the same. (In the cal schools. Such courses include nel. It is nevertheless clear that
teaching of a given syllabus there preparation for commercial these must compromise wnn
may be different books in use in schools and colleges, agricultural regard to qualified staff, and that
different schools; however,'all text and forestry schools, teacher the organisation of such schools
books must be approved by the training colleges, technical ins- is after all an expensive affair on
Board of Schools). An illustra- tructor training, institutes of account of the small scale on
tion of the above is a case where handicraft, technical schools which they operate. It wouia
a teacher of a foreign language and colleges and police training seem likely that with the growing
requires the learning by heart of colleges. demands for qualification there
the vocabulary in the particular will be a shift towards toe use of
book he uses; while the private In between the basic school cours- the expert services and specialised
student may, for every less im- es and worker training program- organisation of the large corres-
portant work he does not know, mes there are such courses which pondence institutes,
be able to offer a dozen works lead to some special examination
of far greater use from the point giving official qualification. The In any case correspondence
of view of adult requirements. examinations set by the State instruction in the training of
On the whole, however, the technical training boards, and workers is now being more gener-
secondary schools adopt a favour- the correspondence courses ally combined with oral instruc-
able attitude to the students sent designed for these examinations tion. There are two main types
to them from the correspondence are treated later. Of similar kind of combination: in the one cor-
schools. are the part-time librarian courses respondence study is integrated

(in the rural areas there are still with practical work in the place
The same cannot be said of many part-time library workers. of employment and guided prac-

the commercial training institu- who must however have certain tice leading to an invigilated
tions. Here the attitude to private prescribed qualifications). Course examination held in the worker’s
students—including others not activity in those institutes speci- own locality; in the other corres-
sent by the correspondence alising in training for the techni- pondence study is combined with
schools—has been particularly cal and commercial fields is pre- courses run in boarding school
stiff and both the general attitude sentedin another article in this establishments designed to give
and the prescription of examina- number, that on the Correspon- direct oral and practical instruc­
tion fees has varied greatly from dence Institute in the Service of tion, in which cases the corres-
one school to another. One out- Commercial Life. pondence course may considerab-
standing injustice is the demand ly reduce the duration of toe
that a private student be at least Worker Training course required. One particulary
thirty years of age and have at It would appear that the future effective combination seems to be
least ten years work experience. development of the correspon- that in which study is initiated
A committee at present discuss- dence school system will lead to with oral instruction, then the
ing the reform of the commercial an emphasis on the specialised theoretical background is covered
training system may in fact pro- training, or the continuation or by means of correspondence
pose the reduction of these re-training of those already course, this being followed by
demands to twenty-five and five engaged in the professions. another residence of several days
years respectively, but the KVSK Although the State system of vo- in the boarding school, a further 
has expressed the opinion that cational training is developing series of correspondence, and
even these limits are too high. and adopting new forms of speci- finally another period oi ora!

alised training, so also apprentice instruction with an examination
The KVSK also runs an agri- training in industrial and business at the end of it.

cultural course designed to afford concerns and the training of
basic vocational training in practi- members of the big central orga- Corrcspomioic^nsti'iictiGn m Libera,
cal farming. Here the comple- nisations is undergoing continu- Aau ’ u
tion of examinations presents no ous expansion. The big concerns The correspondence institutes 
obstacle, and at the moment pre- have two choices open to them: run by the worker’s educational
parations are in progress, under they can organise their own cor- movement work exclusively in the
the leadership of the highest respondence instruction, or they field of liberal education and in
agricultural training authorities, can take advantage of the servi- close cooperation with other
to integrate this course more ces of some correspondence insti- forms of instruction organised
closely with the work of the tute. The former has in recent by the movement: the study
normal agricultural training cen- years been the more popular cles, the folk high schools and
tres. alternative: an increasing number shorter residential courses. The
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same is true to a great extent of have begun to receive a certain institutes supplemented the oral
the Swcdish-language correspon- amount of financial assistance instruction they receive there
dence institute, although in fact from the State, their interest for with correspondence course work,
it also has a certain amount of correspondence course activity The outstanding weakness of the
specialised technical training on has shown signs of awakening, civic institutes is that they only
its programme. In all of these and an effort should now be offer a couple of hours’ instruc-
institues the study circle form of made to meet that rising demand. tion a week in any given subject,
group work is the dominant so that progress is rather modest,
approach. It is also customary The study circle organisations If the student could avail himself 
to regard the KVSK as an insti- and the correspondence institutes in the meantime of the services
tute of liberal adult education be- pursuing liberal educational pro- of a correspondence course, the
cause it too functions without a grammes have established a joint pace of his studies would natural-
view to financial profit and orga- -Study Organisations Examina- ly be considerably improved, 
nises its activities to meet edu- tions Board, which arranges for
cational requirements—after all, study circles and private students Much the same can be said 
it is run by the oldest adult edu- in various parts of the country of the folk high schools. Here
cational organisation in the the opportunity of taking invigi- too a certain amount of use is
country. This institute is never- lated final examinations in their made of the correspondence
theless on the periphery where chosen subjects. The chairman courses, but considerably less
liberal educational work is con- ' of this board is a representative than in the civic institutes. The
cerned because, as was pointed of the Board of Schools. programmes of the liberal corres-
°.ut ,at l.^e outset> ' ts main empha- pondence institutes include ins-
sis is in fact on serving those The basic reason why the truction preparatory to the 
“catching up” on their basic participation of the study circle entrance examinations of the folk
schooling and those seeking movement as a whole in corres- high schools and their various
qua'aficationin the technical field. pondence course activity is con- summer courses, but only within
ihe KVSK also runs a consider- siderably smaller in Finland than the sphere of the workers move-
able number of courses designed in Sweden and Norway is that ment do they form part-in some
to further general education and the organisation of this field of cases a compulsory part— of
promote leisure time activities, work, which for example in official folk high school recruit-
but particularly in the case of Sweden is entirely in the hands ment system. The Private 
social studies participation by of the study circle movement, is Students’ Committee mentioned
private students is relatively small. shared here by the civic institutes. earlier has recommended to the
The study circle movement Since these latter, with their folk high schools and the civic
among the so-called conservative well established economic basis institutes that they undertake
section of the Finnish speaking and expert staff, have been con- joint activity with the correspon-
population, which could be ex- siderably better able than the dence schools in the teaching of
pected to bring groups to the study circles to organise sys- grammar school courses.
KVSK, has not succeeded in tematic “schooling,” they have
arousing the interest of its not found any particular need Correspondence instruction in
students for correspondence cour- to resort to correspondence closed institutions
ses in spite of the fact that the course work. They do however
leaders of the movement has avail themselves of correspon- The correspondence system of 
stressed the significance of this dence courses to a certain extent, study can be of invaluable service
form of study. The lack of particularly in the case of special to those confined to institutions
interest may partly be explained subjects in which it is difficult for treatment, welfare care or
by the fact that this movement to obtain adequate study corrective training, those serving
embraces a very great variety of material and expert guidance by in the forces and others whose 
study organisations, each with its any other means. With the freedom of movement is for one
own characteristic student struc- extremely rapid spread of the reason or another restricted,
ture and programme, A large civic institutes even to the more Nevertheless the tuberculosis
proportion of them are the youth sparsely populated and agricul- sanatoria are the only group
' ii 0-, where study is particularly tural areas the need for the among institutions of this kind
vague in its objectives, and Chris- correspondence system has been which has hitherto availed itself
turn circles, where the pro- on the increase. The same effect of the correspondence course
gramme is narrowly confined to is felt with the rising need for system. In other cases interest
religious pursuits. Part of the technical and specialised training. has been shown only by indivi-
Dlame however, may be laid at Perhaps the most important form duals or by active members of
ihe door of the study circle of cooperation between the the staffs of private institutions,
organisations and of those in correspondence schools and the for example teachers, on an inde-
ch. rge of the correspondence civic institutes, however, would pendent aud somewhat sporadic
institute, oince the study circles be that in which students in civic basis,
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Tuberculosis in Finland has fund without coming into conflict mentary school level, and recent-
been of rapidly less frequent with the State auditors! The ly the school television has
occurrence with the introduction money is in fact now being put shown of its own accord a grati-
of antibiotics, and treatment of it to use in financing group corres- fying desire for cooperation also
has also altered in form to such pondence study organised by the with adult educational organisa-
an extent that the activity of the prison teachers. In other insititu- tion. Without being in any contact
Sanatorium Institute has declined tions for antisocials the position with the institutions in this field
considerably. The institute has is much the same as in the pri- the television has in fact for
functioned solidly for 25 years as sons: some corrective schools years been broadcasting language
a State-suppoited and State-super- organise correspondence study, instruction designed to serve the
vised institution, and even before and with great energy, but no ends of adult study. In the plan-
its establishment the sanatoria official national system is even ning ol other educational pro-
maintained systematic coopera- projected. grammes too the point of view of
tion with the KVSK. The Sana- . adult education has been adopted
torium allows its patients within In the other Scandinavian —as recognised in the statutes of
certain limits to select the sub- countries also those serving in the company one of the main
jects they wish to study, and the forces partake in this form of functions ot Yleisradio has
pays all the expenses incurred. study on a considerable scale. In always been the promotion of
The correspondence insititute, for Finland a proposal made by the educational work,
its part, arranges special service KVSK for such cooperation has
for its sanatorium patients. Now been rejected. The reasons given Now however definite co-
that the need for an institute ex- are, it is true, not without foun- operation has been instigated, and
clusively for tuberculosis patients dation: the authorities point out it is pleasing to see that the
is becoming unnecessary with the that the duration of our national correspondence institutes hold a
decrease in the numbers of service obligation is among the central position in the first
patients, a plan is under way to shortest in the world (the general experiments. From 1967 the
extend its activities to embrace requirement is 240 days). Never- television programme will include
chronic patients in other hospi- theless the forces could take a a course in German to which a
tals and institution. From the more active attitude to the leisure- jointly designed correspondence
point of view of the correspon- time study of national servicemen course will be integrated. The
dence institute this raises an in- than simply granting permission exercises with their additional
teresting problem: how far it re- to undertake such activity where material can also be studied
gards it as a duty to pursue requeted. At present such acti- independently, but they may be
instruction for the purposes of vity among those in the forces is sent in for correction to one of
therapy, and how such activity relatively limited. the correspondence institutes
can be kept distinct from instruc- pursuing a liberal programme :
tion proper. Cooperation with the Radio Network correction of course includes

Other countries which have other personal guidance normally
Also in the prisons a consider- developed a system of adult edu- provided by the institutes. Later

able amount of correspondence cation are far ahead of Finland this cooperarion will be extended
study goes on, and the KVSK in their use of television in this to work in other foreign langu-
grants a 25% reduction in fees to field of instruction. The main ages, particularly English, which
prisoners oflesser means, offers reason of course is the youth of in correspondence study as in
special services in the arrange- our television network permanent other forms of adult study acti-
ment of invigilated examinations broadcasting services began just vity is the most popular language
etc. Some individual teachers in over ten years ago, and it will (in the KVSK about 700 students
the prisons deliberately activate still be some years before the are doing the basic course in
their pupils’ interest in correspon- network will embrace the whole English, 600 the Swedish, 200 the
dence study, but the official atti- country. On the other hand the German, and about 100 the
tude of the prison system towards fact that we have only one televi- Russian elementary course),
such activity is completely pas- sion company, the State-owned
sive. A reflection of this is the By Yleisradio (The Finnish At the same time experiments
fact that although the State bud- Broadcasting Company) is are being made also in the sphere 
get for the year 1965 reserved favourable from the point of of social studies. 1 lie television is
funds for correspondence study view of educational work. It broadcasting a series entitled the
in the prison the money was not can in fact be said that the Urbanising Community, and
used (the correspondence insti- liberal educational institutions exercises on the basis of the pro-
tutes did not in fact know of the have been very slow to make gramme can be sent in to the
fund), and when it was moved practical experiments and precise correspondence institutes for
forward to 1966 the reaction of proposals. School television has correction. Several years ago the
the prison authorities was one of in the last few years established Pellervo correspondence institute,
annoyance: how to deal with the its position, above all on the ele- which lias now been merged with
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the KVSK, planned a theatre even at its best remain partial, and television, the adaptation of
; ° , r njUnJ 'AT tV th- -the aDd the other Une is equally programmed instruction for the 

dy circles and the television, important : the intensification of correspondence courses, the 
Pf°8ranime to include the cooperation with the normal rationalisation of exercises and

Perfcrmances- How- schools in the various fields, the correction by means of suitable
t th experiment brought only correspondence students receiv- combinations of tests and exer-

sacces? on account of ing supplementary oral instruc- cises demanding independent
c , rganisational deficien- tion in these, as well as the corrective ability, and finally the

f.'f.u ' W! now be renewecl possibility of entering for official systematic training of part-time
1 ‘P \ec arrangements. examinations. The most ex- teaching personnel. The develop-

c „ , ,  . pansive development, however, is ment of teaching plans and
... penments in the field of to be expected in cooperation methods must be based on
i era . education were under- with industrial and business systematic experimentation, the
a en in conjunction with the concerns in the training of their assessment of results achieved,

ra 10 airea y in the early thirties personnel for the need for conti- and research activity. The corres-
an sp in  soon after the last war. nuation and refresher training is pondence institutes must do this

esults have not been outstand- rapidly growing in Finland as themselves, but with interest
mg, but again the reasons have elsewhere. growing in empirical research into
een /  °.r§a“lsat!0.na1' And the ]earning and teaching pro-

now hat the joint activity of the However it is not idle opti- cess, the universities and research 
coirespordence institutes and mism to predict that the near institutes may before long become
Yleisradio is to be extended to future will also see the arrival of aware of the excellent material
include radio broaacasting, the a form of study activity in which the correspondence institutes
mistakes of the post can perhaps vocational objectives will be of have to offer for treatises at

secondary importance. Although various levels, and also for more
Plan rnr ripvainnmont V1 e ]nstitutes> depending as they advanced research workers.Plan for Development do upon the funds raised out of

t he mam objective in the study fees, cannot free themselves The promotion of more effec- 
deve.opment oi the correspon- entirely from the supply and tive activity in the correspondence
. nee institutes must be the demand point of view, they are institutes is of course the most
integration of this form of nevertheless ready, as promoters part a question of finance, and
ms.ruction as an organic part of of liberal education, to make otherwise in establishing the
the education system. The special financial investments in the position of this form of instruc­
tor antages of this form of development of civic education tion most can be done by means
instruction—the possibility of and other general educational of legislation. The nearest
piogress of individual pace and projects on its programme. objective of the correspondence
studying without having to leave schools is in fact a committee
woia and home environment The pursuit of these new report which would lead to legis-
me so considerable that although objectives is justified only if the lation affording to correspon-
in the 1970 s already all the correspondence institute conti- dence course students the same
major obstacles to a system of nually improves its study financial support from the State
sc Tooling designed to meet (the material, methods and organisa- as is enjoyed by others pursuing
requirements of every mdiv.dual tion. The requirements may be free-time studies, and giving

w; 1 , ^een briefly summarised as follows: official definition to the standards
*4' nhV ^CVte♦ !e 6SS i! ^6 C°*TreS" systematic increase of the use set by the correspondence schools

w,\  cont!nf  of records and tapes, the develop- and to their place in the educa- 
t“ c m S  Vocational ° f cooperation with radio tional system as a whole.
school education. Its deficiencies
the system can also correct in ^ust out
developing a programme of oral „
instruction, laboratory and other I®1® Implications of Continuous Learning
practical instruction to supple- ^
ment the correspondence courses, y
and in acquiring the right to Roby Kidd
hold official examinations and .
give certificates. Presumably pro- Pnce 2-50 or §1.00 abroad

f» r^ u ,h£ dir r , ianp ifns  cmbehailfrom,

S ft'S jS n S n iS n e^  «—  A"”" E“ °"
training now this solution will 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi (India)
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Role of Universities in Adult 
Education and Extension

NEED FOR LOWERING BARRIERS TO COMMUNICATION
By Kastoor Chand Gupta, Editor, Ujala, Literacy House, Lucknow

^TTUM ANITY is engaged in emerging concept of education of problems, decision making,
-O- the race between educa- is dependent for translation into problem solving are poor.

tion and catastrophe.” action through Adult Education Communication arts and skills
The warning sounded by late and Extension—the neo-untouch- are the weakest.
H.G. Wells has become more ables in the traditional academic
significant to India, when the hierarchy of the universities. On campus and out of campus
leadership and the people are faced programmes of adult education
with an explosion of great expec- Adult Education and Exten- and extension can help in reduc-
tations, greater frustrations and sion help in relating conventional ing such inadequacies and streng-
the greatest confusion. To deal subject matter studies to uncon- thening productive attitudes and
with the chaos the society looked ventional community-centred behaviours. The crucial task is
to the universities to provide studies. The process helps in of development of professional
intellectual leadership through an developing the attitudes, know- and lay leadership. The task may
integrated approach to advance- ledge and skills for testing each be broadly divided into four
ment of knowledge, transmission discipline singly and in an inter- parts: 
of knowledge and diffusion of disciplinary context for problem
knowledge. For historical reasons solving. It facilitates closer rela- Need to create and develop
the universities showed little res- tionship between education and human capital for formulation
ponse to the challenge of change. behaviour. Despite the need for of policies, programmes, and
The imbalances in values, theory, such closer relationship between public relations,
practice, art, science and techno- them, the forces in operation in Organization and administra-
logy persist. Output of experi- the universities from vice- tion of programmes, projects,
mental, inventive and creative chancellors down to students are and supporting services,
work is meagre. Production of generally not inclined to accept Development of new Method-
“elites” isolated from the philo- adult education and extension as ologies, materials and media,
sophy, principles and practices disciplines of importance. This Understanding needs and
of remaking of a culture is high. non-acceptance is responsible for techniques of evaluation and
A certificate, a diploma or a projecting the image of universi- research,
degree earned in teens or twenties ties manifesting signs of stagna-
is regarded as a sure passport to tion rather than dynamic growth. The success of the task
most of rewards and satisfactions depends on the development of
throughout life. Inevitably there The situation needs to be effective communication systems,
is craze and pressure for easy further examined in relation to There is direct and indirect rela-
paper credits in the speculative some of the inadequacies in the tionship between communication
rush to grab power, prestige, conventional subject-matter cen- and development. These relation-
position and money. The pro- tred studies: ships are to be high lighted
cess created the dilemmas of through cooperative operational
under education and mis-educa- It generally results in mere researches suited to the milieu of
tion for the universities and the information than understand- the culture,
country is threatened for survival ing.
as an independent nation. Perception of relationships of Some of the areas deserving

a part to other parts and to increasing attention include:
The situation demands radical the whole are hazy,

orientation in the goals and roles Ability to reach valid conclu- Problems of readability of
of the universities with effective sions or making generaliza- text materials, supp'emen-
inter-action with the society. The tions is weak. " " tary reading materials, hand-
concept of formal and terminal The attitudes of enquiry and books, literature available in
education needs to be broadened, concern for accuracy are the community for readers of
deepened and enriched with in- feeble. varying reading levels and
formal and non-terminal educa- Abilities of transfer of know- abilities,
tion co-extensive with life. The ledge for diagnoistic analysis (Continued on page 15)
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Some Research Findings on Adult Learning, and Implications 
for Instruction and Organization of Literacy Classes

William L. Day, Deptt. o f Adult Education, Rajasthan University, Jaipur

TN this presentation, we will make the first sessions of a class tancc of new ideas. Social isola- 
A summarize findings in only pleasant. ~ tion from the sponsors of a new

two of the many aspects of (2) When an attitude is newly . idea can prevent its acceptance, 
adult learning. These two sub- acquired, it tends to be strongest. Implications—School and
topics will be “ The Learning of The passage of time tends to Block Development personnel
Attitudes” and “The Learning of weaken both positive and nega- often forget that they may be
Subject Matter.” The reason for tive attitudes. looked upon as people of such
choosing these categories is that, Implications—If a positive high status that tiley may be
basically, (he adult illiterate attitude is developed toward a respected and outwardly obeyed,
passes through two stages of literacy programme the learner but wid not believed when 
learning. The first is that of should be enrolled and~brought Ganges are being encouraged,
attitude change which results in a to class as quickly as possible Again, the person “selling”
decision to attend a class in before “coolin" off” can begin* change should be close enough to
spite of many pressures from if /  on the other hand, negative the illiterates to be accepted as
work, family and community; the attitudes have been developed for one who understands their pro-
second is that of subject matter any reason, the wise action would blems.
learning, during which attitudes be to raove elsewhere rather than (5) The more trShtly a 8rouP
continue to change. try to force a cban(,e i n tjme is organized, whether a family or

Because this presentation is it will be possible to'"return when a . village, the more resistant it
intended to provide useful ideas a more neutral climate of opinion be to any change,
to people who are interested in has developed. Implications—When selecting
fie implications of research (3) Attitudes are learned a village, town or neighbourhood
rather than the research itself, it much more swiftly and strongly, for a new literacy programme,
will be a senes of summary state- when the source of information chances of success will improve
h ents each followed by a sug- js credible—that is, believed to if change of some sort has already
gested guide for practice. be worthy of trust and respect. occurred—especially change
. , . . .  . Subject matter learning is not which has resulted in the break-
A. earnmg l ew Attitudes greatly affected by the credibility up of families or movement of

Attitude change is usually of the source, but attitude is individuals. Economic change of
measured in research studies in greatly affected. any sort tends to produce this
terms of changed behaviour, such Implications—If a programme effect, so an administrator should
as change in voiced opinions, is to be “sold” effectively, it is use new developments in industry
acceptance of new ideas as evi- best to try to work throush and agriculture to guide him in
denced by adoption of new people who are trusted leaders identifying places for intense
practices, etcetera. We will refer already. If this is not possible literacy work, 
to attitude change in this fashion every effort should be made to (6) New ideas on attitudes are 
when discussing the implications secure “benign neutrality” or more readily learned by people if
of research studies. non-interference from existing tdese seera to aSree with values

( 1) If an attitude is neutral, trusted leadership, whether it be or ideals that they hold already, 
a single spoken or written corn- in the family, village, or town. Implications—Perhaps if Ram
mumcation can change the atti- On the other hand, if direct and Sita had done much reading,
tucle considerably. However, this contact is being attempted our job would be much easier !
at ltUCb ,c/ in , ,njmediately through school personnel, Every effort should be made to 
reverse,0 l!:roil8" a living ex- teachers or administrators who show that literacy is desirable and
peru no are not respected will be unable necessary in terms of traditional
, -!' a ions -  v is possible to to develop a strong programme. village or District values. Read-
i. .>n niuc an acub i.literate of the If no respected personnel are ing and writing could be present-
fVa U/„a .. fS'!a, lllty ° I  !far" 'n.g available in an area, it would be ed as a means of holding a family
*° .r a, • wnte’ especially if his wise not to attempt an adult together more effectively, or
a.ti ude is no negative to begin literacy programme. To do so, helping its long-term prosperity.

’■ .;0\ / ver’ an unpleasant would simply make work more If it is shown simply as a means
upset mg experience at the difficult in the future. This is of “modernization” or that “the

beginning o the class or during especially the case where per- government wants it,” much re­
tinol men l can completely and sonnel have failed to carry out sistance can be expected, whether
thoroughly change this attitude. promises in the past. it is open or secret,

very etfoit shouk be made to (4) Social status affects accep- (7) Attitudes are more liable



to change in people who are that people who continue to learn mnemonic devices are very useful
under 40 years of age. If a per- new things, such as those in the in rote learning for the adult. If
son is over 40, attitudes do not professions, actually can show new symbols can be used irn-
change easily or quickly. steady improvement in perfor- mediately in forming words

Implications—A literacy “ mo- mance past age 70. known to the adult, they will be
tivator’’ will likely find more Implications—We must be pre- remembered with greater ease,
success if he concentrates his pared for slow progress in learn- Some literacy teachers still
efforts on younger age groups— ing literacy skills at the start of a attempt to teach adults the entire
especially those in adolescence class, because most illiterates do alphabet before “allowing” them
and the early 2Q's. not learn new things systemati- to write words, sentences, or even
B . L earn in g  S u b jec t M a tte r  cally and frequently. On the their own names. This is poor
1. Effects o f age on learning: other hand, once the adult learner teaching even for children, but it

—There is a slight but steady has some practice in learning, we is disastrous in its effect on the
decline in the rate of learning can expect his progress to speed adult who wants to learn some-
from the age of 30 onwards. up rapidly, especially if we are thing of use to him.
From the age of 45 onwards, this careful to show him how to learn 5. The effect o f reinforcement:
decline in rate is about 1% per the material which we give him Efficiency and retention of
year. in the class. learning is greatly improved if

—There is no significant 3. The: effects o f motivation on there is immediate knowledge of
change in the power to learn to learning: results, and if the amount of in­
age 70. That is, people can learn —Up to one-half of the effi- correct performance is reduced to
anything that they could learn ciency of learning depends on the a minimum,
while young, even though this strength of motivation of the Implications— the lear-
learning may be slower. learner. This is more apparent ner is trying his new skills, he

—With advancing age, there as the learner gets older. should be able to compare his
is decreasing confidence in learn- — If learning is successful, it is work with a correct model as
ing new things. in itself pleasurable and satisfy- quickly as possible, or the teacher

—With advancing age, there ing, and will thus increase moti- must check work on the spot as
is decreasing interest in learning vation. soon as it is written. Careful
new things. Interests tend to Implications—A highly moti- preparation of work is necessary
narrow, and new learning tends vated learner usually sees a con- so that the student does correct
to take place in areas of perma- nection between the material to work on the first attempt. People
nent interest. be learned and his own life. The tend not to learn from mistakes!

Implications—Provision should material is meaningful to him. They tend to repeat them. On
be made for a slower speed of We should lose no opportunity to the other hand, correct work will
learning in classes of older per- point out and establish this con- also tend to be repeated. “Lett-
sons. Perhaps classes could be nection in our literacy classes. If ing a student make his own mis-
divided on the basis of age— we ensure successful learning takes” is a false philosophy of
adolescents in one group, age (even if this is slow), we can ex- instruction. It results in work
20-35 in another, age 35 or 40+ pect increasing interest and effort that is full of mistakes. These
in another. Efforts should be from our adult students. errors are difficult to correct and,
made to support the confidence 4. The nature o f adult learning: as we now know, tend to discour-
of older learners, who will feel —The adult learns meaning- age the learner,
unsure of their ability to master less “rote-learning” material with c. A  Word of Caution
new skills, even though we know less efficiency than the child. The foregoing statements are
that they can. New skills should —The adult is superior to generalizations drawn from find-
be related as closely as possible the child in the use of language ings in research. No one state-
to the permanent interests of and logic, and constantly attempts ment necessarily applies to all
older people in order to sustain to fit new knowledge into know- adult students, as everyone is
their work. Such activities as ledge he already possesses. That different. However, literacy
writing letters to children or is, he attempts to find meaning classes are organized and taught
grandchildren suggest themselves and logic in new facts. on a group or mass basis, and
in this case. Implications— Much learning therefore these generalizations
2. The effects of practice on in literacy classes is of the “rote” are useful for the organizer, the
learning-. type. Symbols and arbitrary administrator, and the teacher in

—Learning is in itself a skill. rules must be memorized. There- this field. They provide a frame-
People who are accustomed to fore, any ways that the teacher work of understanding that will
learning new things are able to can devise to help the adult improve the chances of success of
learn more quickly than people of learner use his present knowledge any literacy programme. If the
equal intelligence who are not to help himself will be rewarded implications of these concepts are
practised in learning. with higher interest and increased ignored, for whatever reasons,

—Experiments have shown learning. Memory aids, such as failure will be more likely,
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Eradication of Illiteracy is Essential for Public 
Health and Family Planning Programmes

Dr. Y. Pavanabai, Medical Superintendent, AMS Nursing Home and Free Dispensary, Madras.

\  FTEK. gaining Independence our country had to effort in pubiic and private has been directed more 
make many a planned programme for its towards technical and skill improvement than on 
development without much of a time lag to general education. Further with enrolment of more 

ca.cn up with other developed nations. The pro- number of boys and girls, the effort of primary edu- 
bkms were stupendous as we were handicapped cation among children has improved. But the actual 
whit various factors such as poor resources, want of present day participating adult population who are 
technical know-how, vast country mainly of rural scattered over our vast rural countryside are still 
character with lack of communications isolating illiterate with little knowledg of the present time. So 
many communities, and multiple languages. Planners steps to improve them must be incorporated in their 
an . our leaders well realised that with our demo- daily living which is at their working spots. Educa- 
cratic set up unless there was a good co-operation tion centres must be set up with part of the time in 
trom the people, we will make no headway in our working-time being given to literacy classes. The 
developmental, programmes. ]ocal resources must be traced and harnessed and

. . . . . .  . , • , , made use of in proper perspective. This way the
The participation of people in the betterment of fundamental education or reeducation, formal and 

oin national efforts can be ensured only with their informal, could be enforced to better the corn- 
clear understanding of planned programmes and munity. Another factor to be faced is the material 
their achievements. In other words, they had to be chosen for teaching. The adult differs from the 
a well informed community, and indisputably a com- child in that he is mature in thinking and he has 
munitv could have this only through education, gained enough knowledge by his experience through 
Consequently, tne Government initiated two life. Hence the books for teaching as well as the 
prompt drives, that ot a long-term and a short-term topics must be relevant with a purpose to their 
programmes to promote literacy and information, living. So the books on adult education may be 
In this regard it was no wonder that the stress was written imparting knowledge on principles of health, 
laid on family planning and public health pro- family planning, marriage and family counselling etc 
grammes. The long-term plan related directly to Practical application may be carrid out by regular 
make every child and adult literate. planned project work with adults learning them.

_ , , . , , , , This §ives them a sense of achievement and respon-Even though the plans were laudable they fell sibility. 
short in their full achievement due to the abnormal
and explosive increase and exodus in population. Dissemination of accurate data of personal

0 . . . . . .  , , ,  , , health, prevention of communicable illness, the im-
.30, our first directive should be to accelerate the portance of mother and child care may be chosen as

programme to restrict the family which will other- topics for education, so that the community is well
wise lead to disastrous ends of economic depression, informed about health schemes. Certain essential 
lack of lc-aith and waste of human efforts. The techniques like planning diet, preparation of whole- 
equality o opportunity which we crave for gets hit some food, kitchen gardening, home nursing in case
at its root No amount of endowment by public or of illness, first-aid in case of accidents may be
private sector can solve this unfortunate incident, brought out in language books for primary teaching 
So, an energised programme to change the climate of adults; later, advanced classes may be conduc ed 
of public opinion for the reorientation of organisa- with working out of health insurance inmortanee nf 
t.on ,s necessary for this social reconstruction" This acc iden t
to m  , TU? pr0- mun'.y health programme etc. The focal edncSon

j J 1 been touched in its fringes by Govern- may further be activated by service programme of 
men. dnves and this ,s because there ,s either want adult to youth and youth to ad“ ltT y  t h X m e
f n r n l  n S ™  i f " " ” ?  « ? * « »  te a c h in g  o c c u p a t io n a l sk ills  a n d  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  a n d

m u s t  l i e  in c r e a s e d  b o t h e f f i e t j i v  r. l y ^  t h c  la t l"  < ■ * • * * «  * »  a n d  w r itin g .

A . ' n i l  nofmake f t  2?* °f S tS  223*$%
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will be unskilled but with workable knowledge to thorough discussions with some of the outstanding
teach letters as well as act as informants must be adult educators and an extensive examination of
kept abreast with present knowledge through re- printed material on adult education.
freSw ^ CT Sea f e u • , The author provides in this compact volume an

With the advent of home industry many small upto date survey of Indian Adult Education situa- 
centres have started giving lessons in Tailoring, tion, social education, workers education and univer-
Envelopmaking, Doll making, etc In these centres, sity adult education. In the last chapter, the impcr-
where mo>t women find their way, may be given tant functions of the Indian Adult Education Asso- 
compulsory teaching of letters by keeping to 1 hour a ciation, which is the only body concerned with adult 
day along with other training. education in its entirety in India as a whole, have

A common place may be provided with advanced been analyzed. Dr. Styler has also provided cons-
equipment of teaching as projectors, slides etc. It tractive proposals for the future development of the
should be made available for nearby places by lend- Association. His proposal to bring the Association 
ing systems this is of special importance in case on a quasi-government level seems to be quite sound 
of rural areas which are scattered. Where traffic since it will provide the financial stability needed to 
communication is not well formed, a travelling pro- enhance its functions in the future and vet will 
gramme must be undertaken to provide men and allow it all the flexibility and independence of action 
material. enjoyed by a voluntary agency.

Thus, by these planned approaches and to a cer- In every chapter the author has critically analvz- 
tain degree with experimentation, when illiteracy is ed the significant programmes carried out 'bv diffe-
eradicated, the purpose of education based on rent agencies in the field of adult education social
achievements ot three major principles will become education and workers education and has provided 
a dream come true. First, the improvement of indivi- concrete suggestions for the further developments of 
dual personality, his innate ability and creative these programmes.
nature; second, practice of healthy thinking and Education for the literate adult of our society has 
living, finally, developing vocational ability, both by been neglected so far, but Dr. Styler in this book
helping oneself and helping towards the betterment has strongly pleaded for an agency which will meet
ot society at large. ^  the continuing education needs of our educated

people. He feels that democracy in India cannot be 
u n n v  D Eirim i strengthed if the attention is concentrated on the
HUUA Kit Vic. W illiterate adults only. In this era of rapid develop-
. , v . t i* n „ , ,nent continuing education for both the literate and
Adult Education in India: By W.E. Styler, Oxford the educated classes is very essential. Universities
University Press, Bombay, 1966. Pp. 114 Price: in India can meet this need to a considerable extent

s' ' ' As a whole, the book is a fairly accurate descrip-
cxvtpd  . e A, „ T̂ J • TT . tion of adult education in India. Since we are in 

D Rv J S / LnfR’H, n r°P Education, Uni- the process of developing continuing education pro-
f ,• (England) has produced a grammes, the book will prove to be very helpful for

thought provoking and a stimulating book. It all those engaged in the development of such pro-
is a result of his three visits to India when he had grammes. uopmem oi pro

Role of Universities
(Continued from page 11)

Effectiveness ot Radio and To the extent that we strive to communication processes, re- 
n,ms- ,ower communication barriers calling the words of a poet
Potentialities and limitations among the different disciplines,
of indigenous non-projectcd institutions, groups and indivi- We know the truth has been
aids. duals, we shall advance the cause
Relationships between the °( equalizing opportunities for Told the world a thousand
mass media and the inter- education as power enabling to times',

£ r :  7 T o Z : t :  g *  j y n r  ** w
power-wielders nnd°sTaesnCrS' 10 « ■ » * «  ^  m " w M  f r f " "  » / #;power wielders and sages. Adult Education and Extension behave heard
Transmission or culture pro- as dynamic collaborators in the A murtrier now and then, an
pelhng the elements of inno- enterprize of total education with ecAo here
yation and change. the support of better and wider And there..................
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Deleon Appreciates Journal’s Service to _Adult Education
The UNESCO Adult Education Chief Mr. A. Deleon has in a recent letter to the President Dr. 

Mehta has sent congratulations for the “devoted service” of this Journal “ to the cause of Adult Educa­
tion” and for its “support to new trends in this field.”

Mr. Deleon writes : standard of living for the rural masses. The pro­
posed “Farmers’ Education and Functional Liter­

a l "  have read with considerable interest the resolu- acy Project” in India is a case in point where the
tions and recommendations of the “ All India Government, Unesco and FAO have joined hands

Adult Education Conference” and the National to attack the crucial problem of increasing the food
Seminar on “Adult Education and Economic Develop- supply. You must be familiar with the various
ment” as reported in the Indian Journal of Adult aspects of this project. I shall, therefore, merely
Education, Volume XXVII Oct. 1966 No. 10. say that this joint enterprise, covering something

like 32.5 million acres of selected, irrigated land, for 
“The problems discussed in both these important growing high-yielding varieties of hybrid and exotic

meetings have been presented with great clarity and seeds of proven value, illustrates the potentialities of
conviction, and I should like to take this oppor- farmers’ education and functional literacy pro-
tunity to offer my congratulations for the devoted gramme, backed up with demonstration techniques;
service your esteemed Journal has been rendering training and mass communication, for raising agri-
to the cause of adult education, and in particular, cultural production. This project also exemplifies
its unfaltering support to new trends in this field. the efficacy of national and international co­

operation in the solution of acute economic pro- 
“In the article on the National Seminar in New blems through adult education, with the active

Delhi, the central issue before India today has been participation of local self-government institutions,
put with impressive brevity “produce or perish.” organisations and voluntary agencies. However, in
The challenge of the situation undoubtedly calls for the ultimate analysis, it is Man who is the most
a rearrangement of the priorities and emphasis in important element in economic development and it is
adult education in your country as in other develop- for the efficiency of the human factor that adult
ing parts of the world. Unesco has not been education programmes should be designed, directed
slow to realign its policy and programme ip res- and constantly developed,
ponse to the realities of changing circumstances.
Our Experimental World Literacy Programme re- “ I shall conclude by sending you and the Indian
presents a departure from the traditional concept Adult Education Association my very best wishes.”
of literacy which, as you know, was largely limited
to instruction in the three Rs. In the last three
years our programme has been firmly reoriented to
the priorities of planned development. New types
of skills, methods, materials and training are being
tried out to meet the specific needs of agricultural - ______
development, or rural-urban development, or indus­
trialization in chosen motivated areas. This, in New Book 
essence, is the selective, intensive strategy, as
adopted by Unesco since November 1964. The new ADULT EDUCATION
approach, with special emphasis on economic
development, is being applied under the work- AND
oriented literacy projects in Algeria, Iran and Mali,
and will be extended to similar projects as they ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
become operational in Asia, Africa and Latin
America. Report of the 14th National Seminar

“The recognition of a close inter-relationship Price : Rs. 2.50, $ 1.00
between illiteracy and the food problem has led to 
the introduction of agricultural education pro- Published by : 
grammes, integrated with functional literacy, which Indian Adult Education Association, 
includes technical and vocational training, for 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi-1 , 
achieving accelerated economic growth and a higher

Primed end Published y Dharm Vlr fc< Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. indraprastha 
Marg, New Delhi, Printed at Nays Hindustan Press, Chandnl Chowlt, Delhi.
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ADULT EDUCATOR BECOMES 
PRESIDENT OF INDIAN REPUBLIC
Dr. Zakir Husain was declared elected President of the Republic of India on May 9. He took over oa 

May 13. Dr. Husain was Vice-President of the Indian Adult Education Association for a number of years, 
and presided over the Silver Jubilee Conference of the Association in 1964. He is one of the few adult 
education leaders who have taken adult education classes and have actually taught adults.

IDARA Talim-o-Taraqqi (Institute of Social Edu- B.A. degree. After obtaining his degree, he enrolled 
cation) founded as an auxiliary to the Jamia is himself for the post-graduate course in Economics, 
regarded as Dr. Zakir Husain’s contribution to While yet in his first year, he was appointed Junior 

the adult education movement in India. The Lecturer in the University, 
programme of this institution, to set up educational
centres for adults was inspired by Dr. Zakir Husain. Events were again to interupt his career. The

year 1919 was fateful to the Aligarh University and 
To Dr. Zakir Husain, education is not mere Dr. Zakir Husain perceived unhealthy influences 

acquisition of skill or knowledge. It is a creative dragging the University into communal politics. The 
process and that process of creation is intimately University, Dr. Zakir Husain felt, was deviating 
connected with activity, mental or manual, discip- frorn the ideals to which he had thought of devot- 
lined to lead from purpose to purpose. “True ing himself. He, therefore, decided to leave it along 
culture of the mird” , he said, “‘manifests itself in with many others who had come to cherish the 
the whole personality, in its manifold sensitivity of ideals of an independent India where its citizens 
perception-in the efficiency of the imagination and would be free of communal animosities. A jear 
thought and action; in the theoretical and practical later, this body of Muslims founded the Jamia 
use of what it has grasped and made its own, in its Millia in response to the call of Gandhiji for non­
attitude to men and things, in the unity of its con- cooperation. Ever since he has devoted himself lo 
ception of life and universe. Nothing in my view the Jamia Millia and it was because of his efforts 
helps to bring about this consummation more than that the institution weathered difficult days, 
placing this educationally productive work in the
service of social ends.” Dr. Zakir Husain’s convic- An outstanding contribution to the cause ot 
tion that educational institutions can become real education in India was the Report of the Committee 
places of education only when they are oriented on Basic Education over which Dr. Zakir Husain 
socially, reflects his struggles first as a student and had presided. The Zakir Husain Committee 
later as a teacher to render them so in the face of (Continued on page 2)
overwhelming odds that faced him. __—------- — _— ------ -—  — —— —— ---------------- -

Editorial Board
Dr. Zakir Husain was born in Hyderabad (Dn) n , M o Mphtn

on February 8, 1897. His father Fida Husain was ■ ' '
one of the pioneers to break from the traditional Shri Maganbhai Desai
profession of soldiery of the Kban community. Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
Many eyebrows were, indeed, raised when he decid- nr T A Koshv
ed to take to the practice of law at Hyderabad. ^  p ' Sakscm

In 1907 Dr. Zakir Husain joined the Etawah Published by
Islamia High School and later passed on to the Indian Adult Education Association
Lucknow Christian College with the intention 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi
of taking up medicine for a career. Chance, how- Annual Subscription
ever, changed his future. He fell desperately ill and rs. 8.00 : Foreign S.L50.
was obliged to discontinue his studies for a year and S i n g l e  Copy Re. i.o o
in 1918 he joined the Aligarh University for his |......................... ............. .......... .. ............ .......................



Adult Education for Professionals
Step To Re-eclucate Cooks in Culinary Art

TWENTY-five cooks from various colleges in the a long time. Quite a few students’ agitations in the 
campus are now using their noon recess study- past few years were the result of badly-run kitchens, 
ing the finer points of culinary art. Lady Irwin 

College has started an in-service training course for . .
supervisors and cooks of Delhi University and An Annual feature
college hostels. These cooks have spent years in the
University campus but never learnt their lessons The m°°ted during Dr. C.D. Deshmukh’s 
inside a classroom tenure as Vice-Chancellor, could not be implemented

classroom. now because of “practicai difficulties.” But now
It is a modest project, launched with meagre it will be an annual feature and may cover almost all 

funds and with the help of staff who would normally hostels.
be enjoying the vacation. It has to be of short ’
duration—six days for cooks and three days for Lectures by specialists from the college as well as 
supervisors —and will consist of lectures by experts the College of Catering and some other institu-
and demonstration of modern methods of cooking. tions cover hygienic methods ot storage and handling

of food, maintenance of cleanliness in work areas and 
Though small, the project is of yital concern to preparing vegetable salads and beverages and safe- 

thousands of boys and girls who live in Delhi’s guarding their nutritive contents, 
hostels. Bad food, prepared in unhygienic condi-
tions, has been a feature of many hostel kitchens for The course for supervisors is designed to train

them in managerial aspects of food planning and 
service like balanced diet, menu planning and instru- 

——■——-----—— — ———— —- — — —------ — —  ments of evaluation.

(Continuedfiom page 1) Lady Irwin College, which has arranged the Iec-
Report, as it has come to be known, was widely tuJes’ Plans to ,follow up the in-service training 
acclaimed scheme by carrying out periodical surveys in the

institution hostels to ensure implementation of ap-
Dr. Zakir Husain has also been associated in a ProPriate standards in food quality and service, 

very large measure with higher education. As Vice- ~  ~ ,, _■
Chancellor of the Jamia Millia Islamia, as a , I - urga Deulkar, Director of the College, said 
member of the University Education Commission, on  ̂ .tw° or, t lrce j}ost®?s. c°uld be covered every 
as Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh Muslim University ye.a,r ia the absence of sufficient funds and staff. She 
and in many other ways, he has worked as a fearless sai<a ta a t* .f c°l‘eSe could open a special unit for this 
advocate of the values which should inspire the purpose if it received a grant from the University 
universities Orants Commission or the Food Ministry.

His bold and courageous remarks about the T^e PrP!ect> s îe explained, did not merely mean 
inherent freedom which a university should enjoy teaching of some methods of cooking. Most ot the 
are worth mentioning. He says: “A university is to f.00 s ^new the methods too well. The main aim of 
be regarded primarily as a community of scholars f ie scheme was to expose them to the: idea of prepar- 
and students who should be treated as responsible in® a :>a anCj  !Q hygmnic conditions. It was a 
members of a free academic society, free to think, P1®0®53 ° f  education and would benefit both students 
free to express their thoughts, free to refuse to con- and t le sta ‘ ° educational institutions, 
form, free to be unorthodox, and free even to err. * * *
It is only in such freedom that one develop that in- Film on Life and Work of Welthy FisSier
valuable quality of moral courage.”

National Educational TV, United States has pro- 
Apart from being a member of almost all im- duced a half-hour 16 mm. colour film based on the

portant educational bodies and committees, Dr. life and work of Mrs Welthy Fisher at Literacy
Zakir Husain was also associated with UNESCO House, Lucknow. The film has been produced under 
from the outset and in 1955 was elected a mem- their series, “The Creative Person.” 
ber of its Executive Board. He has travelled widely
in Europe and America and his ideas on education Mrs Fisher is the Chairman of the India Literacy 
have been heard with respect and attention every- Board, Lucknow, and Life Member of the Indian 
where. . Adult Education Association.
■% r



Tactics and Costs of Illiteracy War
By James T. Tedeschi and Joann Horai

ONE of the calculations made by economists who the map of the world’s illiteracy is practically identi- 
concern themselves with the developmental cal with that of underdevelopment.’ Today’s
problems of the poor nations is in terms of educators have in their hands a high-powered

labour supply. The quality rather than quantity of accelerator of economic development for the have- 
the labour force is related to increasing national not nations of the world, 
wealth. An untrained labour force, howsoever many
hours it works per day, will yield only a small per Of the 1.3 billion people living in the ICO non-
capita income. By increasing the productivity of developed countries and territories, about 750
workers through investment in them (human capital), million cannot read or write. According to some
individual consumption levels are raised in the long estimates the number of illiterates grows by 20-25
run. Recent texts on economic development have million persons each year. The results of UNESCO’s
begun to place a great deal of emphasis on the fact world-wide statistical census is not yet available, but
that increases in wealth and the allocation of partial results indicate that “ the percentage of
resources within a society depend as much on the illiteracy was reduced in such countries as India,
quality of the labour force as on the planning and Pakistan and the Sudan but percentage gains were
administration of the leadership. Ignorant people not enough to prevent the absolute number oi
cannot construct, operate, and maintain an elabor- illiterates from rising...(The statistics indicate that
rate modern economy. This positive and direct between 1950 and I960, for the world as a whole
correlation between education and the productivity the proportions of illiterate adults declined but
of labour and the economy is a well substantiated the total number of illiterates either remained
fact which appears to be valid regardless of the stationary or rose.)
particular nation’s underlying economic philosophy.
For instance, an exhaustive statistical analysis con- Some improvement in the state of education has 
ducted in the days of the new Soviet Russia by occurred among the young people in the non- 
Professor Strumilin an architect of Gosplan, con- developed countries. The number of children 
eluded that the productive record of persons with receiving some sort of formal education rose from 
four years primary education is 43 per cent greater 257 million in 1950 (25 percent of the population 
than that of illiterates. A Chase Manhattan Bank aged five to twenty-four years) to about 417 million 
survey of just three years ago indicated that from by 1960 (35 per cent). But a very large gap stil l 
1929-1957 in the United States 44 per cent of the remains between the developed and less developed 
increase in production per worker and 24 per cent countries in educational opportunities for children, 
of the increase in the Gross National Product can In the fifteen countries of Asia alone eighty-seven 
be directly attributed to a higher level of education million children were receiving no education at all in 
in the labour force. 1959; sixty five million were receiving a limited amount

of education under adverse poverty conditions. 
The development of skills to fill the jobs of a The depth of the problem is reflected in these statis- 

developing economy on farms, in factories, and in tics. In India illiteracy extends to 333 million people 
cities is essential. An inability to read and write is or 76 per cent of the entire population ot that sub- 
an enormous handicap in an age when many ideas, continent. In the United Arab Republic eleven 
instructions, and items of information come in written million people, or 80 per cent of the population, are 
rather than oral form. No one in a modern economy illiterate. In Venezuela, a rather wealthy Latin 
can look after his own interests or those of his em- American country which has made rapid progress, 
ployer without being able to manipulate numbers. 34 per cent ot the population totalling 1,390,700 
A “sense of science” must be conveyed to those people are illiterate. In tropical Africa, Unesco 
who may innovate in agriculture or who must estimates that about seventeen million children are 
understand the basic principles of public health without classroom space; and about 80 pei cent ot 
or personal hygiene. Simple scientific explanations the adult population is illiterate, 
can often dispel the many inhibiting superstitions ,
that exist within traditional societies. A most The magnitude of the education lag between the 
difficult task for a public education system in develop- haves and the have-nots of the world is exacei bated 
ing countries is to strengthen the kinds of loyalties by various factors that inhibit the spread ot educa- 
and values that are necessary for a specialized and tion in emerging nations. Scattered rural popula- 
inapersonal economy to operate. A breakdown of tions, difficult terrain and unfriendly climatic condi- 
the diffuse role structure (with its accompanying tions, inadequate means of transportation and com- 
mobility) implies the development of specific skills munication, and belts of endemic diseases are tre- 
in the labour force. “Little wonder then,” as Rene quently encountered as obstructive physical factors. 
Maheu, Director-General of Unesco, has said, “ that The inferior status accorded to woman in many

3



areas is a stumbling block to the enrollment of girls the need. Education is a long-term economic invest-
in school and to the recruitment of woman teachers, ment which most countries cannot afford to make.
In some nations nomadic tribal populations still Actually, some non-developed countries channel a
follow their flocks; their children never remain in larger portion of their national budgets to education
one place long enough to attend schools (even where than do the developed countries, but the absolute
they are available). A multitude of tribes and differences in wealth between the haves and the have
villagers speak innumerable languages and dialects nots maintains the educational gap. 
which have no alphabetic representations. Experi­
ence in the Soviet Union indicates that educating a To compound the problem for the non-develop- 
multi-lingual people with the basic three R’s can ed, non-educated countries qualified teachers are
best be accomplished in each person’s native tongue, leaving the schools for posts in government and
Yet little ethnographic and geolinguistic work is private enterprise. Governments have tried to
being done to find efficient techniques to devise improve the standing of the teaching profession to
alphabets, grammars and teaching methods to meet correct for the pull of economic profit by providing
the challenge of these educational frontiers. tenure and better material conditions, but little pro­

gress has been made. Moreover, little help can be
The most serious inhibitory factors, however, are expected from the developed countries because

those that are themselves the result of educational they also suffer from teachers shortages. It appears
lack. Take, for example, the soaring birth rate that automated teaching techniques must be explored
which in the poor nations is 70 per cent higher than and utilized,
in the rich nations. In most of the non-developed
population-booming nations, the majority of people Psychologists have been active in developing pro- 
are below the age of eighteen. These young popula- grammed instruction materials ranging from topics 
tions are a severe drain on the resources of the such as poetry to statistics. Some claims that almost
country since they are not capable of producing what anything can be taught (and better) by such
they consume. materials. Although such claims should be viewed

skeptically, there is no doubt that many materials
Paul Hoffman, Director of the United Nations can be taught at least as adequately by programmed

Special Fund, points out that “ literacy alone is not texts as by a live teacher. These texts can be used
enough. Scores of millions must be given secondary by students in shifts, so that learning may go on
education as well. There are immense needs for twenty-fours a day, if necessary or desired. One
vocational training, and vast numbers of people need advantage is that each person can learn at his own '
to qualify for highly skilled occupations. A conser- rate rather than being grouped with students who
vative estimate for the immediate future shows a are either slower or faster in their learning rates in
need to train a million people as top level adminis- the traditional classroom situation. Reliance should
trators, professional workers, executives and middle never be placed on programmed instruction without
level technicians. The educational and training task adequate supervision and supplementary stimulating
that lies ahead is truly formidable.” discussions and lectures with a good teacher. Never­

theless, a great deal of learning can occur with no
Superior educational facilities are very costly, but teacher present, 

the infrastructure expense more than pays for itself
as the product begins to contribute skills and know- Workshops in programmed instruction were con- 
how to the economy. This feedback system, where- ducted in Jordan and Nigeria as pilot courses 
in the richer countries can afford a vast educational designed to introduce techniques of programmed 
network thereby becoming richer with a subsequent self instruction materials to educators in the Middle
improvement in education, is illustrated by compar- East and West Africa. The results were reportedly
ing expenditures and the proportion of university good, but not enough people were involved to make 
students across nations. The United States and the a dent in the illiteracy rate.
Soviet Union spend $ 100 per capita on education
and have more than 1,000 university students per One of the problems with programmed instruction
100,000 population; developed European countries is that programmes must be developed in the
spend about $ 40 per capita on education and have language of the country using them. The develop-
from 150 to 500 per 100,000 population in institu- ment of programmes is difficult, time-consuming,
tions of higher learning; the non-developed nations and expensive. A vast research effort to develop
spend from S 1 to S 10 per capita for education and programmed texts and materials should receive
enrol ten to fifty per 100,000 populations in univer- priority attention of such organisations as Unesco 
sity systems and AID.

Given the magnitude of the problem and the The use of new communication techniques for 
barriers to its solution, programmes such as scholar- education was examined by Unesco experts in 1962.
ships, educational exchanges, and the use of Peace They noted that “ the resources which modern
Corps volunteers cannot possibly keep pace with technology makes available to education may be

4



employed both to improve the teaching process and transistorized radio and television receivers can 
to bring instruction within the reach of a continually overcome economic barriers, lack of power supplies, 
increasing number of children and adults.” Radio and can act as peripatetic teachers for nomadic 
campaigns which reached from 35 per cent to 65 peoples, 
per cent of the populations of Brazil, Came roun,
Niger, and the Ivory Coast have been highly success- Radiovision (radio plus visual aids) and telepo- 
ful. Three types of broadcasts have been used : dology are directly dependent upon electronics, the
utilitarian, cultural, and linguistic. development of teaching methods, and provision of

receivers. In addition there are the problems asso-
The utilitarian approach provides a series of ciated with the establishment of meeting and listen- 

instructions, advice, and exercises in conjunction ing centres, the introduction and maintenance of 
with previously distributed printed matter or other foreign materials and the supply of stable electric 
demonstration materials. Cultural broadcasts attempt current either by batteries or by domestic generators, 
to arouse the curiosity of people, release their
creative capacities, and channel them into search and Although the multilateral efforts of such agen- 
articulate expression while simultaneously develop- cies as Unesco and bilateral effort of such countries 
ing a healthy respect for themselves and their culture, as Israel, Japan, the United States, the United 
The linguistic approach, which consists of a series of Kingdom, and many others are commendable, most 
lessons rooted in the daily life experiences of the of the attempts which have been heralded as a “war 
listeners, has for its goal the association of language on illiteracy” turn out on inspection to be more 
acquisition and the desire for self-expression with an like skirmishes. The costs of a sufficiently large 
introduction to the basic elements of reading, educational effort should not be prohibitive. An 
writing, and arithmetic. Each of these broadcast inverted scale of values might be attained by trans­
types require the presence of a literate supervisor to lating the cost of a Polaris submarine into quantities 
aid with demonstration material; to administer post- of portable television and radio receivers, pro- 
broadcast reading, writing, and counting exercises; grammed texts, and teaching machines. The world 
and to insure the proper application of instructions, is now spending about $13,000,000 each hour on the 
Whether the audio-visual or the programmed development of weapons of war. 
approach is employed the presence of a well-trained
teacher is the keystone for maximum results. Educa- To sum up, to proliferate successfully world-wide 
tional theory concerning teacher-technical aid mass education within the next generation, all 
relations and student-technical aid relations is com- nations must firmly commit themselves and their 
plicated when viewed in the world perspective resources to a serious and inventive anti-illiteracy 
because of the tremendous variety of social and drive. It is essential that all traditional and 
cultural backgrounds involved. automated teaching methods, along with all techno­

logical and psycho-educational means available, be
However, not only has the potential for radio employed concurrently with massive research activi- 

and television instruction been relatively unexplored ty directed towards the discovery of new techniques 
but 70 per cent of the world’s people living in the to meet the diverse challenges to education found 
non-developed countries have less than the minimum around the world. The return on the invested 
communication facilities; ten copies of a daily news- capital and energy which should include greater 
paper, five radios, and two movie theater seats per social and political stability, an increased pace of 
onehundred persons. With proper aid programmes economic development with the attendant market 
which would increase the communication facilities in that implies for the developed countries, climbing 
these countries, Unesco might initiate a project health standards, and a slowdown in the rate of 
patterned after the Midwest Programme on Air- population growth in the non-developed areas of the 
borne Television Instruction in the United States, globe is surely in the common interest of all peoples 
A high-flying aircraft supplied with carefully plann- and nations, 
ed and produced educational tapes and films is con­
verted into a broadcast tower capable of covering ™ =”  " ” *
an area of 78,000 square miles. j ust out

In the Missile age, one mau-made earth satellite The Implications of Continuous Learning
can beam programmes to one-third of the globe at ,
any given moment. Satellites provide means of
relaying programmes directly to individual radio Roby Kidd
and television receivers in regions where the con- D ■ „ „ cn Ar, . ,
structionof transmitting stations is prohibited by Price Rs 2.50 or $1.00 abroad
sparse population or lack of economic resources. £ an /ia(] rrom .
Movable ground stations which travel in a van and ‘
three trailers and can be assembled in sixteen hours Indian Adult Education Association
by four men have been developed. Low cost 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi (India)
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Vocational Adult Education in the Adult Schools 
(Volkshochschulen) of the Federal Republic of Germany

By Dr. J. Weinberg, Franklurt/Main

Introduction L Courses of instruction

THE Adult Schools offer not only genera] cultural a. German and introduction to modern
programmes, but also courses with a vocational literature.
bias. This was not always the case. But with b. Introduction to economics

growing industrialization a change in the cultural c. Outline of modern history.
desires and interests o f the population has taken place d. Introduction of modern art.
which can be seen reflected in the syllabuses of adult e. Methodology of basic studies,
schools as well as in the Statistical information f. Introduction to everyday law.
published by the D.V.V. g. Basic principles underlying state, society,

13% of courses held in 1964 provided prepara- politics, 
tion for and advancement of some skill of profes- 2 . Types of study
sion, above all of basic office skills (typing, book- ’ „ . . ^
keeping etc.) and of technical subjects Course of instruction, tutorial (study circle)
(draughtsmanship, building techniques etc.). Added basic, methodology, discussion, use of libraries etc. 
to these are long-term continuation courses (leading 3. Duration
to ‘Mittlere Reife’ a n d ‘Abitur’ th e .German equi- 115 hours, twice, weekly, 120 minutes each, two
valent of the ‘0’ and ‘A’ level examinations) and terms.
courses preparatory to specialised studies at technical _ ,
and trade schools. They are attended by people Incharge
already in jobs who wish to continue their education One supervisor and 4 lecturers.

Notincluded in this account are Foreign language Conditions ,
courses since these are not, strictly speaking, voca- . Completion of primary education regular atten-
tional. Nevertheless, if one investigates the motives dance and Participation (reports, papers),
behind the attendances at foreign language classes 6„ Completion of course
and other cultural programmes at evening institutes, Certificate stating attendance and/or active parti- 
one is struck by a remarkable fact : there are parti- cipation, signed by all lecturers,
cipants who hope to gain from these liberal studies 7 Participants
the kind of knowledge and insight which they can . c , , ,■ Tu;f n,„uflki„ ovni,;nc 30 students, average age 24, of whom half have
demand t o  certificates of attendance! which are not completed ‘Realschule’ (Secondary Modern, leaving
restricted to professional or technical courses, age 16) mostly employees in industry.
Young adults particularly up to the age of 25 can by ^
means of these certificates, demonstrate to their boss Courses within the tram ew oir of \  ocational
or immediate superior their mental receptiveness and Training and Further Education
alertness And this can only be of advantage to the A number of adult schools organise courses 
professional development of the individual. which prepare for generally recognised examinations.

The examinations are conducted not by the adult 
Study Programmes schools, but by the relevant bodies. In these courses

Some adult schools have taken cognisance of no basic professional knowledge and skills are trans-
this and in collaboration with industrial concerns, niitted; rather, it is a case of maintaining a level of
administrative organisations, trade unions and advanced professional and technical education. The
chambers of trade, introduced so called study pro- following table contains the types and number of
grammes. As a rule, they comprise courses of about ^m ses avai'a^ V  They reflect the Sltuatl0n at the
100 hours. A team of 3—5 teachers is responsible beginning ot 1966 .
for the instruction and advice of students. The stu- Office clerk 14
dents are in jobs, the average age being 24. The Junior accountant 11
classes take place twice a week in the evening. Most Engineering school-technical
courses begin with a week-end gathering, in some school 7
cases week end seminars. Seminars lasting a week Interpreter 6
and study tours are added to the continuous course. Skilled worker 3
Study programmes are organised by adult schools in Domestic science mistress 3
large and medium sized towns and in the country. --------
Further details are provided by the following table : Total 44
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it is noteworthy that almost half these courses efficiency and the general level of training’ of the 
take place in towns of up to 100,000 inhabitants, employees.
Other characteristics of the individual types of The following topics relating to industrial 
courses are indicated below. management are raised ‘Current organisational pro-

‘Courses for Office Clerks generally last 6 blems of management. The channels of command,
months. Frequently the course is scheduled for Build-up by function; the nature of O & M analysis;
particular branches only (banks, wholesale trades, division of functions and establishment; hierarchy of
industry), Examinations and collaboration: Chamber responsibilities (management); liaison between
of Industry and Commerce or technical college. officers. Communication and organisation—Distri-

Courses in accountancy are almost without bution of administrative functions; mounting role of
exception held in conjunction with the Chambers of administrative work; cut-back by means of rationali-
Industry and Commerce. In genera! they last two sation of work. Future projects and organisatian of
years and provide preparation for the accountancy managements. Framework of organisation and
examination which is taken at the Chamber of leadership; tasks of organisation and leadership of
Industry and Commerce. traditional modes of management; new modes of

The Interpreters’ Course prepares for different management; delegation of functions; opportunities
awards which are specified when a course is for rationalisation in individual firms; organisational
announced : final examination of the I & H. (Indus- control as instrument of management. The adult
try and Commerce interpreters), National Inter- school offers language courses in English, French
preters’ examination in English, examination of the and Spanish. Special courses in Spanish, Italian
Interpreters’ Institute. The course last 2—3 years. and Greek are provided for foreman, so that they 

The preparatory courses for admission to an may be better able to deal with foreign employees, 
engineering school-technicians’ school, polytechnic, Both types of courses take place immediately after 
technical college are mostly organised in collabora- working hours, 
tion with the local engineering school etc. They
last 6 months to 2 years. Leadership in the Firm

The preparatory courses for the diploma in do­
mestic science take 6 months and are conducted in Some universities—after the pattern of the extra­
conjunction with the House wives League or the mural work of British universities—have, in collabo- 
technical college. ration with adult schools, established ‘Seminars in

Collaboration with the Universities.’ This has been 
Courses held in Industrial Concerns the case notably in Hessen, Lower Saxony and

West Berlin. The courses offered in this connection. 
Three types of vocational adult education have —‘Leadership in the firm’—are always being asked

so far grown out of the cooperation between adult for by adult schools in medium-sized towns, because
schools and industrial firms. The development of firms of medium size see in these courses a chance
further types is, of course, possible. In every case for the further education of their staff,
the cooperation between adult school and industrial The announcement of such a course on ‘Leader- 
firm wffi be dependent on local conditions. ship in the firm* shows what is invoivecj :

The adult school organises civics courses within . c „ c ,u
the framework of apprenticeship training. This is J he aifms .o f*®  Seminar are to familiarise the 
in addition to the social science classes at the participantswith> differenthimag^ which people m a
technical colleges. They are given during the three- J rm or factory have of themselves and which others
year course, one evening a weik during the working have of them The knowledge of the difference bet-
hours in the firm. The instruction is given by the wee» thef two he,Ps ,to ?v?,d e" ° "  1,1 leader.s^P; **
staff of the adult school. The courses are attended Js therefore important for all those who have the
by industrial and commercial apprentices. Their ask of leadership m industry or who are preparing 
success is gauged by means of tests. Each year a themselves for such a role
study tour takes place, being organised by the . During the first weeks of the Seminai these
students themselves. In the third year, the tour goes images are to be presented by the Seminar leader
to 3 neighbouring Western Country und discussed by the purticipunts. Luter the most

Content-wise the courses fall into three parts in important errors of leadership will be presented and 
accordance with the three years of training : augmented by the practical experiences of the rurti-

a. Clarification of basic principles on the basis cipants in their own work.
of historical, social and economic topics. Finally, particular cases from the firms of the

b. Treatment of particular problems in socio- participants will be discussed on the basis of the
logy, law and contemporary history. newly won insight in order to demonstrate (he

c. Discussion of topical political questions. method^ whereby future cases can be judged and
The staff of the adult school organise in the treated.

industrial firms courses on questions of work psycho- Such courses run for 20 evening, as a rule during 
logy, group psychology and industrial management.
These are to contribute ‘to an improvement in the (Continued on page 11)

1



Films for Education
Miss S. Rahman, Professor, Indian Institute of Mass Communication

NOT many will argue the fact stance, while a photograph will The film by its power of
that the film is a powerful show the results of cell division, selection and juxtaposition of
medium of mass communica- the motion picture can show cells events and happenings in widely

tion which can be made to serve actually dividing before one’s diverse areas can bring about an
equally the ends of information eyes. With the use of micro- understanding of abstract rela-
and education, of propaganda scopic lens, the film can enlarge tionships. The film can awaken
and persuasion. It is only when objects which are too small to be curiosity, influence attitudes and
we ask the question how, in what seen by the naked eye. It is even change them,
manner and to what extent shall thus possible to see not only the In short, with all its powers
we use this medium for educa- circulation of blood but also and special abilities, the film is
tional purposes that differences the white and red blood cor- capable of bringing experiences
may arise. The question of puscles; to peep into microscopic to the classroom which the
resources—for the film in one plant life or to see the life in a students otherwise cannot get.
sense is an expensive medium— drop of water. The invisible These abilities must be judiciously
will loom large, and the educa- becomes visible. The film can exploited in the making of educa­
tionist in particular who is beset reduce the actual size of objects tional films. We cannot afford
with the problem of providing to permit better understanding to set aside these great possi-
the basic essentials such as e.g. an aerial view of a city with bilities in communication, nor
school buildings, teachers and infra-red rays. With X-ray lag behind using only the black-
text-books is bound to look upon cinematography, the movement of board and text-book, however
the film as a luxury. But apart the skelton of man and other important and basic these may
from the financial angle, it is the vertebrates can become visible. be.
lack of awareness of the great Time-lapse cinematography per- When I talk of the educational 
contribution that the film can mits the condensing of pheno- film I have three different cate-
make towards imparting educa- mena so that processes such as gories of films in view, all essen-
tion—and the novelty of this the pheonomena of growth which tial for improving the quality of
media—which explains why the take place over a period of time education.
film still has not played the part can be seen in a couple of (1) The instructional film, which
if can minutes. The life story of plants may be silent or “sound,”

It may not be out of place to and animals, the movement of made specifically for use in
mention briefly some of the glaciers and the processes of carefully designed curriculum
specific ways in which films con- erosion carefully recorded by areas.
tribute to teaching and become motion pictures over long periods (2) The educational document-
not only attractive but indis- of time can be viewed in a few ary, an addition to direct
pensable aids in imparting minutes when projected at normal study, dealing with people
education. speed. High-speed cinemato- and problems which concern

By far the most important graphy on the other hand permits the student as a citizen of
quality of a film is its capacity slowing down of action which his country and of the world
to compel attention and the fact occur so swiftly that the human at large,
that children who see films like to eye cannot see them. With the (3) Children’s films primarily
sec them. Half the battle of cdu- use of animated drawings, the made for the purpose of
cation lies in making the pupil film can show a process that providing entertainment,
interested in what is being taught; cannot be seen by the human It would not be an exaggera- 
and if the film, with its capacity eye, such as the action of mole- tion to say that the production
to provide an intense experience, cules, or explain a process such of the instructional film is practi-
can pull the pupil towards itself, as jet propulsion which cannot cally non-existent in India. The
it is well worth the teacher’s while be explained by photography Films Division, at the instance
to make use of it. alone, or present events in a few of the Ministry of Education, did

The ability of the film to minutes that took thousands of at one stage commence the pro-
depict motion can be used to years to happen, for instance, the duction of instructional films,
infinite advantage in instructional creation of the earth. In geo- and some of the films on the
anc] scientific cinema. For in- graphy, films can be used to geography and climate of India

bring the distant world into the were commendable efforts. But
classroom while in history the that was about ten years ago.

* Paper presented at the Seminar on film, with its ability to reconstruct The programme for some reason
Natiomli SvSSSSSriSd in"1 New the distant past, can bring about seems to have been cut short.
Delhi trem May l to 4 1967. a better understanding ot it. Under the second category of
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educational documentaries fall a Under the third category of titles or so, of which a good
number of films produced by the childrens’ films, 1 have in mind number are gift prints. Ut the
Films Division. Though none of the production of films for membership of 3000 drawn trom
these films was produced specific- children which are primarily all over the country, educational
ally for the student audience, meant to provide enjoyment and institutions could not account tor
they provide a rich source of healthy entertainment; children’s • more than one-thirds. The
information and understanding film should also be used to foster question why the programme of
of our culture, of our people, the scientific attitude, the basis instructional films, which started
arts and crafts, development pro- for which can be laid never too some where in 1954-56 was stop-
jects and the problems facing us. early in life. Children’s films can ped, remains unanswered. Even
These films, good as they are, also be made on policies and the quota of general release
are never really free from the programmes in which under- documentaries by the Films
limitations imposed upon a standing and participation of Division for the Ministry of Edu-
government information organisa- children is necessary. cation is only tw'o for the current
tion. There is need for films of The educational cinema by year, 
an additional kind, of which and large has been the preserve
perhaps none is more aware than of the technically developed What needs to be done
the people in the Films Division countries. In India, which has Tt • nhvious tbat a eood deal
itself, in which the problem can set its mind on making a break “  \V be done A nybM inn-
be presented as a problem with through in the realm of qualita- ^  Mis direction fi?st of all
no other purpose-than one of live education, we can no longer asfume the acceptance by the
educating the people. No one afford to neglect the part which authorities of the importance of
needs this kind of education more films can play in achieving such the film Tbe fi]n  ̂ must be
than the students who are the a break-through. Towards this redarded'as a means of education
future citizens of the country. end, as early as in the 1940 s a f intearal cart of

An excellent example of this Central Film Library was estab- janning and administration at 
kind of film that comes to my fished by the Ministry of Educa- “ The questjon 0p
mind is the British documentary, tion as part of the postwar reS0urces is' indeed paramount.
Thursday s Children. The film educational development plan. M , , T „,:.b tn
deals with the problem of teach- This Library, which is now the £ w sug stions on what Can be
ing the deaf and dumb inside-out Department of Audio-Visual done to6promote the production
at it were; so completely objective Education of the N.C.E.R.T and use of educational films.
and natural is the presentation. was started as a pilot project. It
One does not become an expert was hoped that with the facilities p rotjuetion
in handling deaf and dumb it provided by way of loan of 16
children after seeing the film but mm films, carefully selected for Whatever our resources, they
one certainly acquires an ) insight educational purposes, coupled should be used to the maximum
into the human problem of handi- with teacher training and other advantage. The production of
capped children and is moved to promotional programmes, interest educational films should be strict-
sympathy for them. The film would be developed in the use of ly limited to areas of instruction
is multi-purpose in its uses the film in education. These where no' other media can be
though the aim is singular. It hopes have not been proven quite as effective. The films
can be screened before almost any false. In 20 years, the Library produced must be of excellent
kind of audience and will succeed has grown to be one of the big- quality, for excellence alone in
in bringing about an understand- gest libraries in the country with the long run is the best way of
ing of the problem and its remedy. a stock of about 6000 films. The stretching our resources to the
Teachers of handicapped children membership figure is nearly 3000. utmost. Film production, in-
could see it with profit and In addition, State Film Libraries eluding the production of educa-
would gain, I am certain, some have been established in some tional films, is a highly technical
inspiration and method in their States. These are the assets. On assignment and should be entr-
own work. It could be shown to the other hand, this pilot project, listed only to professional film
parents who have such children '  in the two decades of its exis- makers. While the Ministry ot
to provide them hope and confi- tence, has not helped develop a Education should have its own
dence that all is not hopeless for movement for the production of production unit—a unit taken
their offspring. It could even be indigenous films. The bulk of from the Films Division and
used in a fund-collection drive the films in the library is import- located in Delhi, or an indepen-
for specialised institutions. But ed, chiefly from the U.K. and dent unit of its own—it must be
I doubt if it could be used as a U.S.A. Almost the only Indian manned by professional film
propaganda film for the institu- films are the Films Division makers.
tion in which it is filmed, for the documentaries. The annual The Ministry of Education 
film is not propagandist in its acquisition of films for the may sponsor films of an experi-
approach. library has dwindled to about 200 mental nature, but it cannot
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afford to indulge in amateur educational purposes, because of of March each year,
experimentation in the produc- the reduced cost of production of Linked up with this difficulty
tion of films, an approach best such films and for convenient of few films is the absence of any
left to enthusiasts in school or projection arrangements. We, preview opportunities for
college film societies. There who have virtually to commence teachers. Requests for a film are
must be a clear understanding of 'our educational film programme, invariably made at random, on 
the objectives of the film should explore whether we should the basis of a brief description in
programme and the delineation not take to the 8 mm format right the catalogue or sometimes
of the priority areas. Co-ordi- from the start. And here, I would because the film has been seen
nation between the film and like to make just a reference to once and been liked. In these
other teaching materials is essen- the great possibility that film uncertain conditions, it is wishful
tial. Such a film production strips have in areas where motion to expect that the film for a long
unit, in addition to the profes- is not essential. The film strip time to come can be integrated
sional makers, must have colla- too needs to form part of the with classroom teaching,
boration of subject specialists production programme of the I, for one, would be quite
and most important of all, per- educational authority. happy to see educational films
sons who can act as a bridge shown for general broadening of
between the film technician and Use the pupil’s horizon, for stimulat-
the subject expert. I make these It is but necessary that any ing his curiosity and for provid-
points because one cannot help plea for educational films should ing him entertainment. This
deplore a situation in which a take cognizance of the arrange- position, of course, will improve
film such as the Human Body meats that exist or could exist with the coming up of a larger
can be made, without a pro- for their use. The first point to number of better equipped
gramme, without an objective be noted is that apart from the libraries. Measures should also
and by non professionals. This Central Film Library (and a few be initiated whereby centres for
is, indeed, frittering away of State film libraries), there are no films and other materials could
resources. other opportunities open to edu- be established on a cooperative

In the foreseeable future the cational institutions for borrow- basis particularly in towns and
educational film movement will ing films. On an average, there cities which are far removed from
continue to draw sustenance would not be more than two film libraries. The advantages
from imported films. But care prints of each title, and it is not would be many. Initial equipment
must be taken to import the best infrequent when requests for costs could be shared, mainten-
films in areas in which our need specific films are turned down ance costs would be less and
is the greatest. We also need to because the solitary print in the good films once borrowed could
explore markets other than those library has already been issued. go the round in all schools or be
provided by the U. K. and This situation cannot be remedied screened in a central situation
U. S. A. Importers of films unless and until the Central Film before they go back to the
must be asked to serve the coun- Library fulfils its role as a pilot library.
try’s needs and not press for the project by ensuring the proper Above all, the teachers should 
purchase of whatever they im- development of State film be equipped to make adequate
port. Our requirements for libraries. It is neither wise nor use of existing facilities in film,
specialised films can be met by feasible that a school in some For this the teacher should have
negotiating for dubbing rights of district in Kerala or Orissa a proper under, tanding cf the
outstanding films. In the past, should have to depend for the role of educational films, the
dubbing rights have been obtain- film it .needs in its classroom on advantages and limitations of the
ed for one series of American a request directed to Delhi. medium and some knowledge of
films on Physiology. An instruc- The Central Film Library can- the technique of production. He
tional film such as the E.B. ani- not ever hope to meet all the must also be aware—and this is
mation film Latitude and Longi- needs of all its at present 3000 most important in our context
rude is ideal for schools. There members. Nor should that be its what specific films have to offer,
is no reason why a large number sole function, The Central Film Any teacher training programme
of points of this film dubbed in Library should be in a position in this field should be directed
appropriate languages after to suggest the titles of films parti- towards one objective to provide
obtaining its rights should not be cularly suited for educational the teacher opportunities for
made available to the State film institutions and should help State acquiring new skills and aware-
libraries. Cultural exchange film libraries to acquire prints in nesses which will enable him to
agreements also provide opportu- large numbers. In the absence function in a better way. And in
nities for adding to our films and of such guidance from any this, opportunities given to
these avenues should be used to central authority, it is no wonder teachers to view films and to dis-
the fullest advantage. that precious resources are often cuss them can be of decided

In certain countries the 8 mm used for purchasing inferior and value. Instances are not lacking
film is being seriously used for unsuitable films during the month where teachers have asked for the
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films they were shown in training should assist the industry to image a pale . hadow of what
programmes or seminars. And enable it to produce the maxi- should have been. And children
that is so understandable. Unlike mum number of projectors with huddled together, held by the
a book which can gain our maximum efficiency so that the power of the moving image. This
attention by an attractive cover, cost per projector comes down to is not dismal imagination but a
good illustrations lightly glanced about Rs. 1,500. true description of screening in
at or the name of an author, the some of the better schools in the
film remains a dead thing, unless The physical aspects of film country. Why then, we may ask, 
until it is taken out of its can and use have not received the atten- do we use the film if that is the
projected upon the screen. tion they deserve. Equipment is sorry thing it is—or must

Any movement for the pro- badly handled. It often breaks become ? The answer to this
motion of films must be support- down and spares or repair ser- disturbing question must be pro-
ed by low-cost equipment. The vices are not available. Screen- vided by those who are planning
cheapest equipment for 16 mm ing, when at all possible, is in and shaping our educational
projection today needs an invest- poorly ventilated rooms, the policies and who hold in thar
ment of about Rs. 4,500 which is sound track, never very easy to hands the sacred trust of the
admittedly high. Government get at, is understandable, the country’s future.

Vocational Education
0Continued from page 7)

the winter session. The meetings are held in every adult schools in conjunction with the labour ex­
case outside working hours. changes or industrial firms. Other collaborators are
Evening Seminars for Secretaries (Female) tho.se, organisations which are concerned with the

, . , • • . . social welfare of foreigners. During the past year a
Courses which were instituted especially for the little more than 18,000 foreigners have taken partin

further education of women secretaries have been these German courses at the adult schools,
spreading in the adult schools of larger cities. The Compared with the 12 million Foreigners at present
types of course concerned may be illustrated by one living in Germany, this is a small figure. On the other
example. The course consists of two parts, a pre- hand it is important in the age of the genesis of a
paratory course (15 hours and a seminar course (45 European labour market to make the most of the
hours). In practice, the course runs for 25 weeks, experiences gained in these courses. A multilateral
At the end of the course the students receive certifi- exchange of experiences might well concern itself
cates signed by the course leader and the head of wjth the problems which arise when large section of
the adult school. The following areas of instruction a population which have never had to learn a fore-
are treated in the course: ign language are suddenly forced to do so and to

Demands made on the secretary adjust themselves to another country.
Negotiating technique „
Business trip of employer-meetings-conferences summary . . . .
Structure of the firm and work processes The activities hitherto described take place in
Legal questions arising in secretary’s sphere of evening institues. But courses which serve further 

^,or]c vocational training or rehabilitation can also be
Economic principles found in residential adult education colleges (folk
Women in public life high schools). Thus the 6 months course held in
German Techniques of mental work the winter at residential college situated in an
Form and content of a letter agricultural area is attended predominately by
Keeping of minutes. Speaking without notes farmer’s sons and daughters. Here they learn,
Health and beauty among other things, what kinds of jobs in the so-
Manners and good taste. called Tertiary sector’ i e. in the service and distri-

^  „  r tr ■ bution industries, arc open to them.
German Language Courses for Foreign At another residential college courses with a

Employees political social and economic content are a part of
A survey has shown that in 1965 German langu- the training of' administrative officers. One might 

age courses for foreigners were held in 112  adult thus say in general that the collaboration of the
schools. In 1966 there are a little over 170 adult adult schools in vocational further education is
schools in which such courses are held. The majority dependent upon the particular local situation. 1* is
of students are skilled and unskilled workers from the endeavour of the adult schools to assist actively
Italy, Spain, Greece and Turkey. But trainees and in this kind of work wherever other facilities are not
occasionally students are also to be found among available, or their capacity is insufficient to cope
them. with the demands of industry, the economy and

As a rule, these courses are organised by the administration for vocational further education.

11



Role of Films in National Development
The Indian Institute of Mass Communication held a Seminar on the role of documen­

tary films in National Development in New Delhi from May 1 to 4. The following are
some of its recommendations:—

THE seminar emphasized the importance of the short film and exhibition circuit should be
need for proper recognition the demands made on the Films built up embracing factories,
of the media of mass com- Division, the seminar suggested educational institutions,

munication as an essential infra- that a through study should be hospitals; big commercial
structure for social and economic made of the working of the houses, panchayats etc.
development of the country. It National Film Board of Canada theitrpc
recommended that communica- and that such a National w  set up by local government 
tors and communicating agencies or Central Film Board could be bodies in the smaller towns
should undertake a regular and set up in India. This Board and bjgger villages for the
continuous campaign to persuade could have the following three regular screening of feature
the planners and administrators wings each with a separate gjms as we]j as document-
to give communication its rightful Liaison Officer : arjes
place. For this purpose the (i) Production and Liaison. ‘ tn„ked fi]m lihrflrip„
Indian Institute of Mass Com- (ii) Distribution and Liaison (l,1> Well-slocked him libraries
munication should undertake the (iii) Capital Equipment includ- snoua 0e set UP in eacl1
collection and distribution of ing maintenance and district,
materials which illustrate the Technical Research. (iv) Screening of educational
effectiveness of the role that mass 5. The seminar recommend- films and documentaries
communication media have ed the production of well-plan- in colleges and uni-
played in the economic and ned specialised films of the versifies. The University
social development of other following categories: Grants Commission should
countries. (i) Films for rural audiences be requested to ensure that

2. The seminar strongly felt specially in the field of such use is encouraged as a
that the existing allocations of agriculture: These should part of the extra mural
resources for different media of be instructional in nature activities,
communication are highly inade- and produced on regional (v) The facilities available for
quate and need to be greatly basis. servicing and mainten-
augmented. Keeping in view the (ii) Educational films : Hardly ance of projection equip-
extent of illiteracy in the coun- any such films are being ment, which are extremely
try, the seminar emphasized the made in the country at inadequate, should be aug-
role of the film in communica- present. The Ministry of mented.
tion, education and dissemina- Education and/or NCERT (vj) Efforts ‘should be made tQ
tion of information. should direct the planning exploit Indian short films

3. The seminar was conscious and production arrange- commercially (in theatres
that for effective use of film ments for instructional and as wed as t v ) ]n forej„n
throughout the country and educational films. countries,
particularly in the rural areas, it (iii) Children’s Films: Films
would be necessary to provide a should be made for child- 7- The seminar strongly re-
very large number of mobile vans ren to inculcate in them the commended the need for research
and projection facilities at fixed scientific outlook. an<a evaluation of the impact of
points. In this context it was (iv) Films to project India’s documentary films on the audi-
suggested that a study should be image abroad: These should ences. There should be a proper
made to ascertain the compara- be made in a manner which neutral machinery for scientific
five costs of covering the entire fits in with the requirements evaluation and assessment of
country by TV as against pro- of the countries where these turns on a regular basis,
viding the requisite number of are to be screened. 8. Recognising the need for
film projection facilities. It is 6. The seminar focussed a documentary movement in
possible that in the long run, TV attention on the urgent need developing countries particularly
with its built-in system of distri- for fuller utilisation of short films in South-East Asia, the seminar
bution may prove to be a cheaper produced in the country and re- recommended the setting up of
medium, as it can be developed commended the following mea- a Regional Institute providing
into a viable and even a-profit- sures to be co-ordinated by the training facilities under the
making organisation. proposed Film Board : auspicies of one of the agencies

4. Considering the increasing (i) A effective non-theatrical of United Nations,
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Education will Raise Earnings of Nation Diploma Course in Adult Education
^  „  c T The Department of Adult Education, University

xr Dr' P-s - Lokanathan,  ̂Director-General of the of Rajasthan will hold a one.year Diploma Course
National Institute of Applied Economic Research jQ Adult Educati0n from July 1967. The course
said in Nev T  am inos n f i Tiafimi intends to provide candidates with an overview ofthe only way to mere s he earnings of a nation the fidd of aduIt education and to develop improved
because there \ . " general competence and special skills needed in theeducation and increased earnings. g jd r  r

Inaugurating a seminar on human resources , c
organised by the Delhi Productivity Council, he Persons wth bachelor degree can apply forYTj  uy luu y  admission before 1st July 1967. Application formsadded a system of educationi that: created uncmploy- caa be had from the Director, Department of Adult
ment and thus prevented a person fiom utilizing his Educati University of Rajasthan, Jaipur, 
knowledge was of no use . ’ .

Dr. Lokanathan stressed the need for “mass Associateship Course m Adult Education 
education” because it was a “must” for the long- The Department of Adult Education of the
term development of the country. India needed a National Institute of Education (NFEC) has started
large number of trained agriculture scientists and a Course of Studies leading to Associateship of the
farmers in order to achieve self-sufficiency in food National Institute of Education with specialization
within the next 10 or 15 years. Equally important in Adult Education. The course, which will begin
was the necessity for a bigger force of skilled on August 16, 1967 seeks to train specialists in re­
workers. search, planning, development and administration.

Its object is to equip potential associates with pro- 
Entire Village Made Literate fessional competence in selected areas of education

A newspaper report says that there is not a single at level of post-graduate study, 
illiterate in Mundkaria, a village in Bhopalsagar Pan- programme of studies will include Back-
chayat Samiti of Chittorgarh district in Rajasthan. f  0 ^̂ dCprarmic,alCwroerkCOllrSeS, °f special,sa'

Rama Teli, a local peasant, was the only literate R f  Fraj 'jCaf w*?r , . .. ...
in this village about four months ago. He initiated stinpnĤ nf1 a d m i t t e d  to course will get a
a  rLT™  MniTialoii stipend of Rs 250 per month. Particulars and apph-

£ The Panchay at Samiti made available slates, pen- 5^!?° f°™ s' can J?eL,had / rom Registrar,
cils, books and lanterns for adult education classes Sew Delhi?6  ^  R°ad’
which the whole village attends at night. An hono- -_New Delhi-16, before June 30, 1967.
rarium was also sanctioned for Rama Teli. walk about a mile to reach the primary school at

The village has no school and children have to Patolia, a nearby village.
m TlllllIVnillllllUIIIRIII a 111 ■ t: ■ 11 ■ | J ■ 11 d I [ S11 ■: I It I ( r B' r«': GI ia: f rBUBIIIIIBIIBIIBliaill ulllBlilUBIIIIIlUB .iSHBIIBilKi.BliBuI 0 : B ’«i: ~' I ■IlfTHI
I I

I
 Fight illiteracy with Holl-up Black Boards. . f

You can very well light and defeat illiteracy with “ Megh” marked 1 
Slated Roll-up Black Boards because:—

* They are handy, portable, and anywhere hangable.
* You can write on them with chalk and erase them with dusters.

1 hey are visible from any angle of vision due to their scientific coat- §

They are blessed by eminent literacy experts a t home and abroad.
* They are tested and patronised by conductors of various literacy •

*

jjj= « 
i * . ................  * • "u ' • ’ , »
|  lor  literature and testimonials please write to.

1 H O  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., )
1 Post ®ox No. 24.,
1 BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDIA.
aii>n«lliiiiii|iiiiainiiiii>iiiii>î jl(̂ ii)j|liaii>iiiiiaiiiiia):iaW'iiiitiiiii>ii«iiiiiai,aiiiiili|l|tii|iuiiiiiiiiiitiii,aiil,il,i,ln mu.., ».w,xvvnvvxvxvxxxxxv«s\v».nnvx*



TWENTY EIGHT UNIVERSITIES JOIN 
University Adult Education Association

THE University Adult Education Association Life Members of IAEA
which was formed at a Conference of Vice- ~ c , . , .
Chancellors held in December last year, has been to al s W " 1 'J  adult edf at«r,s

registered and has started enrolling members. There haS met u',th
has been an encouraging response from the Univer- become life8 members’' T folIowinS persons have
sities. So far following Universities have joined the , ci,h s lustra r, , c . .Association : L Shri Sayten Maitra, Secretary, Bengal Social

1. Shivaji University, Vidyanagar, Kolhapur. ~ Service League Calcutta.
?■ Punjab University Chandilarh. 2' ^  D“ ‘C' 0r’ ^

4: vjdya 3' g j  of Educa-
Nagar, Distt. Kaira (Gujarat). tl0D’ Mabarasl3tra Mate> 1 oona-

5. University of Indore, Indore.  ̂ . , , „ ,
6. Nagpur University, Nagpur. Mehta & Chetsingh for Ceylon
7. University of Jadavpur, Calcutta. The President of IAEA Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta
8. Magdh University, Gaya. and the Vice-President Shri R.M. Chetsingh left for
9. Maharaja Savajirao University of Baroda, Nuwara Eliya in Ceylon on May 23, to take part in 

Baroda. the Young Asian Leaders Conference, convened by
10. Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi. the Quakers.
11. Annamalai University, Annamalainagar. Both the leaders are likely to stay in Ceylon till
12. Varanasi Sanskrit University, Varanasi. June 3.
13. Banglore University, Banglore. --------
14. University of Bombay, Bombay. Correspondence Course for Higher Secondary

20. Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. nMh?" v  n * b restncted to iesidents of
21. Sri Venkateswara University, Triputi. . ini i- , c . j, . . , . .
22. Kerala University, Trivandrum. ?8 * sp<* eVna" ° ,thC ? elhl AdT J .S'
23. Poona University, Poona. S  v rir • f ntS ° havePassed the
24. U.P. Agriculture University, Pantnagar. K J 1 .^ arl1,aa on from a recognized mstitut.on
25. Utkal University, Bhubneshwar. ™ "b° el,S,ble fort.the courf . Except.ons will, how-
26. Punjabi University, Patiala. ever-f.be made '?  the. f  she of 8*rls-
27. Andhra University, Waltair. , stade?ts wdl havf. ‘0 offer core as we l a s
28. Lucknow University, Lucknow. f ectl\ eh objects The elective subjects can be ether
There are altogether 80 Universities in India. tta  humanities group or he commercial group.

The medium for the course will be Hindi.
In addition to these Universities, the following Lessons will be'sent by post, and the candidates

Colleges have also become members of the Associa- Wl11 be req^ ed to send ba<* wr>tten answers to the tjon 6 questions. The answers will be corrected, assessed
1. Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey and sent back to the students.

Womens’ University, Bombay. The students will also be required to attend a
2. Smt. N.C. Gandhi Mahila College, Bhav- personal contact programme of at least three weeks’ 

naf,ar b duration in May and June every year. Those who
3. Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey do not complete 70 per cent of the total attendance 

College for Women, Poona. W,U bo a 'owed to appear at the examination.
4. Shri Lalshanker Uma Shanker College for The exa“ ,nat,°n w,n be the same as for 

Women. Ahmedabad. reSul?r students‘ The students will also have to pass
5, Shri Matunga Gujarati Seva Mandal a mi d,erm internal

Women’s College, Bombay. . The course is likely to benefit hundreds of stu-
6. Z.F. Wadia Women’s College, Surat. dents> Particularly those in rural Delhi.
7 D.A.V. College, Jullundur. ------ -------------- -—----- -----------
8. Lady Irwin College, Delhi. (Maharashtra).
9. Yashwant Mahavidalya, Handed 10. M.L.K. Degree College, Balrampur, Gonda

Printed and published by Dharm Vir for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. Indraprastha 
Marg, Mew Delhi, Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Chandni Chowk, Delhi.

Regd No.  D - 109
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UTILIZATION OF SCHOOLS FOR 
PROMOTING ADULT EDUCATION

National Seminar To Be Held In M ysore
The next National Seminar of the Indian Adult Education Association will be on “Utilization of 

Schools for Promoting Adult Education ” It is likely to be held in Mysore City from Oct. 15 to 18, 
1967. The Mysore State Adult Education Council will be in charge of local arrangements.

RECENTLY the President of the Mysore State Extension of Reading Facilities Urged 
Adult Education Council, Shri M. Malli Karjuna The Union Education Minister, Dr. Triguna Sen 
Swamy, visited New Delhi and had detailed urged that library facilities should be extended to 

discussions about the Seminar and the Conference everybody in the capital. The Delhi Municipal 
with the Hony. General Secretary of the Associa- Corporation in cooperation with the Ministry of 
tion, Shri S.C. Dutta. Education should start a library in every colony. He

suggested that there should be legislation to make
,. x e ., . , „  the well-to-do to pay for the education of the poorImmediately after the Seminar, the Annual Con- one 1

ference will be held on Oct. 20 and 21, 1967. The Dr. Sen was speaking at the annual function of 
Association has decided to request Dr E S . the Delhi Public Library in Delhi,
Adiseshiali, Deputy Direotor-General of UNESCO ----------------------------- i_________________ ______
to preside. UNESCO MONOGRAPHS IN HINDI

, , .  ... c  , ,  The Indian Adult Education Association, has
All individuals and institutions active in the field under contract with UNESCO translated two of

of adult education are expected to participate in the its monographs i n t 0  Hindi. These booklets are :
Seminar and the Con erence. of Literacy by Mary Burnet and Simple

Reading Material for Adults : its preparation and 
The Seminar it is expected will have a thorough use. The translations have been finalised and the

examination of the proposal to utilize schools for the booklets are in the Press. It is hoped the Hindi
promotion of adult education. It will discuss to what booklets will be out of the Press within two
extent schools could conduct educational programmes months.
for adults as part of their normal work. A separate ...  ■■■■■ ■ — ---- —
Committee has been set-up to study the various Editorial Board
experiments undertaken in the country in this direc- _ „
tion and also to prepare a practical plan of action u r . M . s .  Mehta
as a Pilot Project which could be examined in the Shri Maganbhai Desai
Seminar before finalization. shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.

• T ,. Dr. T. A. KoshyWCOTP representative in India, Shri Franklin D r  H  p  S akK ena

has expressed his great interest in the Seminar. Dr.
Roby Kidd in a letter to the General Secretary, from u b iw h e d  b y

Indian Adult Education Asaociatir-n
Canada has supported the idea ol Schools being u . s ,  / n d ra p ra s th a  Marg. New Delhi
actively brought into the field of Adult education, A n n u a l  S u b sc r ip t io n
thus making adult education a normal responsibility Rs- s -°0 : Foreign '>0
of the school system. —------------- ------- L___  ----------------— ..



The Bhilwara District Literacy Project: A Study in Problems 
of School-Sponsored Literacy Programmes

William L. Day, Project Adviser, Department of Adult Education, University of Rajasthan

THE April issue of the Indian ditions bearing on the Indian tion of the University of Rajasthan
Journal of Adult Education literacy problem. suggested the need to give the
reported summary findings of The work that has been S.D.I.’s as much training as

the Conference of State Adult carried on in Bhilwara District of possible in order to enable them
Education Officers in New Delhi Rajasthan over the past school to do an effective job. The Uni­
in March. The conference em- year shows the value of conti- versity was requested to organize
phasized the need for post- nuous evaluation of a literacy and teach the training pro­
literacy work, support by inspec- programme, backed by a deter- gramme, with financing to come
torate staff, the training of mination to use evaluation to from the Department of Educa-
teachers and’workers, community improve its effectiveness. In addi- tion. The University agreed
libraries, and continuation tion, the “Bhilwara Project” has to do so.
schools for adults. In addition, involved an exceptional number A three day orientation course
it pointed out the need for ” ... of specialized agencies, with in Literacy administration,
constant guidance, encourage- generally beneficial results that Teaching Materials and Tech-
ment and ^inspiration from edu- could perhaps be duplicated niques was offered in late
cational authorities and elsewhere September, with demonstration
others....” Inspiration for the Bhilwara books and materials supplied by

The assumption underlying project was drawn from a success- the N.C.E.R.T. Department of
these statements is that the exist- ful attempt to bring an entire Adult Education. The trainees
ins public education “ machinery ’ village to the neo-literate level in were responsive, and left the
is to be used for mass literacy the summer of 1966, using course generally eager to do a
programmes and that it is capable Department of Education per- good job, though with concern
of doin'* this job well. These sonnel and teachers employed by over the problem of carrying out
statements also clearly define the Panchayat Samities. The Deputy their new tasks in addition to
nature of the responsibilities of Director of Education for the their regular heavy load of cons-
the educational administration at Udaipur Region led and inspired tant tours and administrative
the District level. The writer this “saturation” teaching cam- tasks relating to the regular day
has had the good fortune to have paign in Village Garhi, of Bans- schools. A detailed evaluation
been associafed with such a pro- wara District. questionnaire was given to the
ject at the planning, initial train- This experiment encouraged participants, and in their opinion
in ? implementation, evaluation, the authorities to attempt the at the time, they had been given
and retraining stages. same task at the District level, adequate preparation for their

He was struck with the impor- with encouragement from the work,
tance of the recommendations State Department of Education at The personnel from the Uni-
summarized above, as he has seen Bikaner. Requests for a literacy versity Adult Education Depart-
their implications in practice. programme had been received ment were also worried about the
Therefore, in the hope that this from the Collector and several responsibilities allocated to the
experience will be of some Panchayat Samities in Bhilwara S.D.I.’s, and wanted to evaluate
interest to literacy workers and District, with support from the their training course in the light
administrators planning school District Inspector of Schools, and of results in the field. Both the
m stem literacy programmes, the so Bhilwara was chosen for the District and the State educational
‘Bhilwara Project” will be des- project. administrations also wanted in-

cribed. In addition, we will Because of the problem of formation that would enable
offer some comments on the pro- training teachers and organizing them to improve their pro­
blems of implementation in terms and supervising classes through- gramme, and so the Department
• >fY: e needs defined by the con- out a large district, it was decided of Adult Education of the Univer-
ferencc The writer is a Canadian that the two Sub-Deputy Inspec- sity was commissioned to carry out
with only a primitive knowledge tors (Education Extension a survey in December to evaluate
of snoken Hindi, is a Hindi “neo- Officers) attached to each Block progress of the project, identify
li* crate” himself, and does not should beusedforthispurpo.se. problems, suggest solutions, and
profess to be an expert on the Eleven Blocks and 22 S.D I.’s to identify weaknesses in the
Indian educational system. Com- were involved September training course.
m?nts are made, therefore, with When asked for advice at the A one-week survey was carried
the humility necessary in one planning stage of the project, out Field experience of the
ignorant of many important con- the Department of Adult Educa- S.D.I.’s revealed many short-
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comings in organization and larger in size and more effective neo-literate reading materials
content of the September course, in its impact on the District. based on local subject matter;
and the S.D.I.’s were able to give Other problems centred saw demonstration classes, and 
enough information to enable the around the fact that the were themselves the subjects of
syllabus to be completely changed teacher volunteers in the villages demonstration lessons. In addi-
and rebuilt. The S.D I.’s were were being expected to work an tion, they received information
willing to take the time to supply extra two hours a day, six days a on adult learning psychology and
this detailed information because week, with no rumuneration or the implications of" current res-
they believed that the informa- compensation, and no end in earch for literacy instruction,
tion would actually be used, sight of their task. By December, Meetings were held with each
unlike so much information re- two and a half months after the category of Headmaster and the
quired by government depart- commencement of the project, this S.D.I.’s and a summer pro-
ments and “surveys.” They knew was becoming apparent in the form gramme of literacy classes was
that they would be benefitted of teacher fatigue, low morale worked out that would include
through improved training in the in some cases, and difficulty in the preliminary training of all
future. recruitment of new volunteers. instructors. It was felt that a

As could have been predicted Discussions were held with the successful summer programme 
in any large literacy programme, District Inspector of Schools, would generate enough moment-
results in terms of enrollment, and the authorities at Bikaner on um to turn the Project into a
sustained participation, instruc- these difficulties. The University continuing, and growing, part of
tion, and student progress were Department of Adult Education the education programme of the
mixed—depending to some expressed a willingness to devise district.
degree on individual energy and and administer an improved train- The participants in the course 
initiative among the S,D.I. s, co- ing course based on the survey felt that they had been now pro-
operation from Panchayats, and findings. The District Inspector vided with enough knowledge to
the skill of the teacher volunteers. decided that involvement of be able to do an adequate job of
Problems of transportation and Middle and Secondary Schools assisting their instructors to do
time necessitated a great reduc- would increase the size and com- effective work. The detailed
tion in the field work in each munity impact of the programme. syllabus is now in the hands of
Block—one or two villages only He also suggested the need for a the Social Education section of
being selected for intensive work. summer programme that could the Department of Education, and
As predicted by the S.D.I.’s in be held during the school vaca- will form the basis for future
September, the November har- tion, when many teachers, other- training programmes elsewhere in
vests interfered greatly with wise unwilling, could be involv- the State—thus justifying the care
enrollment, and resulted in much ed. The State authorities pointed with which the original course
irregular attendance. It became out the impossibility at this time was criticized and evaluated,
very obvious that little or no of paying teachers, but indicated Problems yet to be faced in
systematic assistance was being that it might be possible to Bhilwara are the organization of
supplied to teachers other than a arrange for some type of recogni- post-literacy continuation classes
routine checking of monthly tion or reward such as equiva- and the necessary development of
reports, and the supply of copies lent privilege leave. village libraries. These future
of the Naya Savera primer, On the basis of these discuss- tasks are powerful arguments for
slates, chalk, and lamps. The ions, a new course was arranged, the appointment of personnel who
lack of teacher orientation or of seven days duration, involving will be able to spend most of their
training was clear, as most classes the original group of S.D.I.’s and time organizing classes, help-
evidenced questionable teaching a new group of 45 Headmasters ing teachers, and securing neces-
practices in the light of current who expressed an interest in sary financial support for libraries
knowledge regarding adult teach- literacy work. The course gave from the Panchayats and Block
ing techniques. heavy emphasis to the prescribed authorities. Certainly, if this is

This lack of teacher orienta- Naya Savera materials as a basis not done, the programme of build-
tion, assistance, and training was for teaching and discussion, ing up the level of true literacy ia
felt be the University investiga- because the basic idea of the the general population will run
tors to be a symptom of the course was to provide everyone into difficulties, as it did after the
inadequacy of their training with the skills needed for the neo-literate stage was reached in
course, as well as reflecting the actual teaching of literacy, in villages in Maharashtra under the
lack of time or sustained interest order that they would be able Gram Shikshan Moliim. 
on the part of some S.D.I’s. to work with the instructors in a One of the most significant 
They were also of the opinion practical way. Each participant and positive characteristics of
that to expect the S.D.I. s to learned how to analyze and grade this project has been the desire
carry the whole load of organiza- materials for neo-li'terates (again of all the officials concerned to
tion of the programme was un- supplied by the N.C.E.R.T. Adult secure accurate information on
realistic, if it was to become Education Department); wrote the progress of the work, and to
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act on the basis of this infoima- were two main difficulties experi- grammes.
tion without trying to hide from, enced during the first stage of the The foregoing remarks could
or to cover up, mistakes. This project. The first stemmed from be inferred as meaning that the
reflects much credit on the Dis- lack of proper training or orienta- writer is doubtful of the ability
trict and State administrations, tion of teachers. The second of the school systems of India to
and will be the basis for future training course attempted to carry out successful programmes
success, just as the lack of this ensure that all field organizers of adult literacy on a large scale,
attitude has been the source of (S.D.I.’s and Headmasters) had On the contrary, I believe that it
failure in many literacy projects a practical knowledge of literacy is the only existing organization
elsewhere. teaching so that they would be that can handle the job on a

The need for post-literacy able to provide this training. continuing basis, as the personnel,
classes in Bhihvara will become The assumption that school per- administration and facilities al-
pressingly obvious within another sonnel have sufficient existing ready exist at the village level,
six months. However, the need knowledge of adult education to They could be duplicated only at
has existed from the beginning. help teachers proved to be un- enormous cost. I do believ-e,
Many of the adult and adoles- warranted, even though most of however, that the education sys-
cent students enrolled in the the S.D.I.’s have had some social tem is already overloaded with
initial stages of the project were education training. This is pro- the responsibilities and problems
already semi-literate, and their bably true elsewhere. related to the development of an
desire to improve their compe- The second difficulty centered adequate system of schools for 
tence should have been met by around the lack of time available children. Adaptation to sys-
more advanced classes, rather to District level staff. The tematic, long-term work in liter-
than discouraged by being forced difficulties in the field were acy cannot be made without
to repeat learning that had accentuated because no speci- taking existing pressures on ad-
already occurred. Even at the fic arrangements were made by ministrative staff into account,
village level there is a large back- the inspectorate staff to ensure In addition, training and re­
log of school dropouts who have that the organizers actually orientation of supervisory staff is
lapsed into functional illiteracy, did carry out the training pro- necessary, as theory and field
but who can be the single most cedures expected of them, or experience have shown unmistak-
responsive group to attract, pro- arrange for a reliable supply of ably that literacy work with adults
vided the instruction level is primers and books. Thus, the is of an entirely different order
appropriate. In other words, if initial drive and enthusism of the than elementary education of
eight or ten literacy classes are to administration was not translated children. Correspondingly, re-
be set up at the beginning level, into fully effective action in the quirements for effective super-
then certainly at least two or field. To repeat again, the words vision change radically, and old
three classes at the second and of the Conference of State Adult habits and rules are no longer
third stages should also be orga- Education Officers, there is a applicable,
nized to absorb school dropouts, need for “ ...constant guidance, School systems can operate 
and provide an immediate refer- encouragement and inspiration large, successful literacy program-
ral class for students who pro- from educational authorities and mes, and Bhilwara among others
gress quickly, or who are dis- others....” will be an example of this,
covered to know the alphabet This is not to imply that there Experience has shown that this
already. was a lack of will or desire to can be done on a continuing

Library facilities have also assist the field organizers. On the basis if:
been needed from the beginning. contrary, the District was selected 1. (a) Provision is made at the
Even a small stock of books in partially because of its able and District level for adequate
each village would provide much dedicated administration. How- supervision and assistance
stimulus to the students. There ever, the essentially voluntary to field organizers. At the
is an enormous selection of nature of the extra duties re- least, this means that
books for neo-literates available quired, plus the difference in the Deputy Inspectors should
free or at very small cost, and a nature of the supervision and have time allotted for this
small standard stock of books organization required for literacy task. The real need is
(kits) could be issued to each programmes as compared to for a District Level Officer
village, just as primers are issued regular duties, coupled with an whose sole responsibility
presently. The additional cost existing over-loaded work sche- is for literacy and conti-
per head would be smail, and the dule, meant that adequate atten- nuation work, including
results well worth it. An adult tion to the new programme could libraries,
student whose reading material is not be supplied at the time. (b) The officers at the District
restricted to a primer will never In Bhilwara, steps have been level responsible for the
learn to read in a functional taken to correct both problems, literacy programme receive
sense. but they are bound to arise in training in the nature of

In the writer’s opinion, there other school sponsored pro- (Continued on page 9)
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Research in Adult Literacy’
By H. S. Bhola2

A Presentation witli this title I trickle rather than sustained re-
would have, normally, re- Present Status search output. Specialized insti-

of research0’ “ ev a lu a te d ^ aS  A Professional area like adult \ f OQS in. ^  area of adult
studies and ’ susaested a new literacy needs not onIy ^search- lteracy and adult education seem
axom^Y for stor ng research ers and research8 studies but also to have done better than theidxomnoy ror storing researcn research tradition A research universities.

results It would have pointed tradition emerges when a whole The Department of Adult
important reseaich trends, un- ser;es f t dj b j Education of the National Coun-
covenng research areas needing enough group of researchers are cil of Educational Research and
attention, and suggesting heuristic uadertakeS a set of related TraininS established a separate
propositions and hypothesis. topics and whm succc J l  Literacy Unit in 1963 which has

For an Indian researcher this are influenced by those preceding. done some literacy research and
format is difficult to follow. No There exists today no research ^as undertaken some more,11
review of adult literacy research tradition of adult literacy re- Literacy House, Lucknow 
seems to have appeared. Even a search in India though there are established a regular Department
complete and uptodate biblio- some researchers around and they of Research only a few months
graphy of adult literacy research have done some research.® ago which has undertaken some
is unavailable. This author has, Universities and teachers useful projects of  ̂ adult literacy
consequently, worked with a colleges that should have gene- research in hand.32
partly annotated bibliography rated and sustained a literacy
put out by NFEC3, an incom- research tradition have been un- Vocabulary of Adults in the Rural
plete list of university disserta- able to do so. Thesis and disserta- Areas of Delhi by L.N. Sharma, c t  a l .
tions4, annual reports of the tions related to literacy and adult (Delhi); (5) Adult Education in Delhi
National Council for Educational education have sometimes 19 50-5 0 - f6ihaTheSmi^nh!lmeil!!" f^^ i 
Research and Training5, and appeared10 but it has been a Education in the Bombay State by
National Institute for Commu- ~— -------  . . D.M. Ranchhod (Poona-M.Ed., 1954)';
nity Development0, and ex- u L, Research >.s interpreted here as a (7) The Place of the Folk Literature
neriences of senior colle-imies 7 broad term covering all kinds of studies, in the Scheme of Social Education inperiences Ot senior colleagues. investigations, surveys, and evaluations. Marathi by D.G. Borse (Poona-M Fd ,

9. Situation before 1947 was also 1956); and (Si The Education of Adult
___________  as bal<3- l wo studies that can be traced Workers in the Sugar Factories in the

yA3DS b®*°re 19 47 are : (*) Ahmednagar District (Poona, 1957 .Mande, A.B., S ch e m e  o f  M a s s  E du ca- No complete annotated bibliography
1 Pmer nrpcpntcH in ii,P non, 1925 that suggested a psychologi- of university dissertations in' adult

nn i ln S f !  H T ln  L  hW n S !n r cally oriented integrated approach to literacy is available,on Unescos Role in the World Pro- adult literacy problems emphasising use 11. The A n n u a l R e p o r t ,  1 9 6 4 -6 5  of 
gramme for Eradication of Illiteracy of meaningful content and presentation NCERT, o p , c i reports the completion
sponsored by the Council for Socia of rewards to learners; and (2) McGee, of three literacy-related studies by he
Development (India International N e w  S c h o o ls  f o r  Y ou n g  In d ia , 1930 (?) Department of Adult Education; (1) A
Centre, New Delhi) held at Hyderabad, an analytical report of an experimental Study of Per Capita Cost of' Literacy in
. ovember 4- , 1-66. Pr ject in Moga, Punjab. McGee work- India, (2) A Critical Study of the Gram
tnr2r ttprnbv Hk„=P°pn ?fi!!ityi?oreC' ed with children but his teaching Shikshan Mohim (Mass Approach to
T^kmnw^lT pUSTrHi'?'S ngar Nagar’ ™sthods had _ relevance for teaching Literacy) in Maharashtra Stale, and (3)Luckno -5, L. ., India. , literacy to aduUs. Information included Working with Adults—a Collection of

n ff im  r» *?" £0.otnote 'sowed to Shri K.C. 12 Case Studies. The following studies( G u p t a  of Literacy House. and evaluations were reported to be in
,, , 1(\ .  rhe ln d ia n  J o u rn a l o f  A d u lt progress: (1) Evaluation of Books for

n ai ^ dUA3H uf 6 ,'-OW E d u ca tio n , o p . c it . published a list of Neo-Literates, (2) The Study of the Pro-
dissertations on the subject of educa- blent of Lapse into Illiteracy of the

Natl°l ?LCr r^ninJ?f tqA tional Re- non and social sciences. The list Adult Neo-Literate in Delhi Territory...search and raining), 6 . covered only the universities of Agra, Its Extent and Causes and Effective
,- 4; 0 f 7 u c ‘ ; Allahabad Bombay, Delhi and Poona Follow-Up Work, (3) A Ftudv of

F,?Cla and included the following dissertations Factors Influencing the Grovth of
Voi w n /N n  °n.-lhe labjec,t of adult literacy or on Literacy in Delhi, (4) A Study of theYSl' X !!I> No. 1 , March, 196/, subjects directly relevant to literacy pro- Growth of Literacy in India as Rescaled

PP-, " A nnual R en n et la n d  65- blems : (1) Legends in the Ranuyana by the Census Reports. 5 Preparation
Delhi • nT frt S  nn oola NeW &  Nath (Agra-Ph.D., of Basic Hindi Vocabulary in Rural
D 6 ' Liw// R a io r 't /965-2H^Wuh A J>arsknt’- !954); Adult Education in Areas, and (6) Evaluation of a Literacy
mt̂ d 1  „ fs nV aQ 57 yd b d India with Special Reference to the Kit.
M 7 °  The6’ assistance’ 4 ofShri V C  S i K  , by D-G- Apte 1 2 . Dr. P. N. Singh and associatesr , ,7; S  LI K;C (Allahabad-M.Ed.); (3) Education of Dr. T. R. Singh and Dr G.C. fewari,Gupta of Litei.tc) House in Illiterate Adults in InJi i upto the according to the work plan Ur Dto-oh.
ark P P Woefully Census.Of 1941 by C.S. Nail; (Allah- have the following protects in hand: L
acknowledged. abab-M.Ed.); (4) A Study of the Oral An Annotated Bibliography of Adult
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There are other institutions type studies undertaken by adult a list of 1,500 most used words
like Social Education Organizers educators. in the dialects spoken in the
Training Centres, Orientation Category 1: Most research rural areas of Delhi State but the
and Study Centres, and the done in this category is descrip- list, unfortunately, has become
National Institute of Community tive or evaluative. Almost all unavailable.
Development13 that have illumi- research documented in the Reading materials18 for neo-
nated some aspects of adult earlier part of this paper is this literates, and the reading habits
literacy in the course of their kind of research. While this and interests of neo-literates, are
research in community develop- action-research, hopefully, has relatively speaking, the most
ment and social change. been of help to adult educators studied of literacy-related areas.

The available research studies and adult literacy experts and Tandon19 found literature on
directly or indirectly related to while much more of this kind of the top of the reading interests
adult literacy can be put into research must be done, there is no of the new reading public in
three broad categories: (1) denying the fact that this body of Delhi (69.3 per cent) followed by
Studies done by adult educator research is theoretically barren. social sciences, biography, techni-
on the problems of adult literacy, This means that there is no way ques, history, philosophy,’religion,
(2) Studies done by researchers of transferring findings and science, arts, general knowledge,’
in communication, innovation insights from one study to an- and recreation. A NFEC’s study29
diffusion, and community deve- other, since theory alone provi- found that rural subjects desired
lopment wherein literacy has des those bridges between diffe- to read science, literature, religion
entered as a variable, and (3) rent sets of experiences. and agriculture almost equally
Studies done in the foundational - It is difficult to draw any but actually two-thirds of the
disciplines of rural sociology, generalizations from this research reading was in literature and folk
anthropology, political processes, for reasons mentioned before. We literature, one-fourth in religion,
and economics which can contri- may, however, deal with a few of and only one-tenth in science.’
bute to adult literacy research these studies to identify areas that Prose was read more than poetry,
area through developmental11 have interested adult literacy and poetry more than drama.

____________ researchers desirous of building A PRAI study21 found that
Literacy Research, (2) A Survey of better literacy programmes. the neo-literates and the non-
Meaningful Literature on Literacy, (3) While the retention and use student literate adults read differ-
Hcritification of Areas of Adult Literacy of literacy have been studies by ently. The study also found that
Research s S g y  fo?Promo^ngPAduh at leasft °ne researcher15 the find- the villagers in literacy classes
Literacy Research, (4) Definition of in8 s of the study are unavailable. found these classes useful but
Functional Literacy—Its Theoretical This is an urgent and neglected were unwilling to support them
and Operational Content, (5) Develop- area. financially A small fee hrr.nc.ht
ment of a Literacy Achievement Motiva- ' Shaw™ in the course of a „ A s ™ a 11 tce brouShtnon Scale. (6 ) A Study into the .. bliaw la ttlc course 0 1 a a 2 5  Per cent drop-out though
Dimensions of Literacy Use in Rural literacy project studies drop-out what was left was a more serious
India, and (7) An Exploratory Case rates for adult learners from group. Chickermane22 found no

t' ,wweTeratf- Vseful H>P°thesis literacy classes had found drop-
' ‘ 13 l i r m T i i S S '  these fault,- ° ul <° be hi8 ber (or married

K l f a s <35J'percent)! h i g S  « S S B L f  “ **<“ • « *  « -
llifv to commu- for heads of families (52 per cent) -?18. See Mushtaq Ahmed, A  S u rv e y
Literary id ,•■gramme—A^ase^mdl hv than for their dependents (33.3 ? /R ea d in g  M a te r ia ls  f o r  N e o -L ite ra te s

a  & SC, Junagadh; and Per cent) and found July, August {?0JAssociation,1'" 957" and'Mushtaq
Hit .Vorf-I.oad ot Social Educa- September, and October as high Ahmed, A n  E v a lu a tio n  o f  rea d in g  M a te -

SI°’- a o &as p aNUlr.??C®rS ln PunJab drop-out months for literacy r ia ls  f o r  N e o - L i te r a te s  a n d  a  S tu d y  o f
‘ ' Planning, Research’’ and Action classes in Uttar Pradesh. Z/tWr R e a d in g  N e e d s  a n d  In te r e s ts ;  N e w

lu c k n o w ^ s T r r  °f d ttarPradeSh’ BaSU aDd S h a r m a 1 7  PrCpared TrainingTnd Product̂ on C entieM m 'that fX n  thfJ5 c ^ Umed. °Ut SU‘d,cs VI9- Tandon, M.M.L., R e a d in g  In-
examples are-I'D A T^° , ,, te r e s t  o j  th e  N e w  R e a d in g  P u b lic ; Newnt w ' ( L A St.'“dy of CertBtn research is the inescapable stage Delhi: Ministry of Education, 1961.

1 A  ,/0Clu! Education Programme between research and practice. w/20. Reading Interests and Hahiti
uc neov PR7fDU% f/°Jê S °f ̂  ■ 15h ,Athavale> A An Enquiry of Village People; New Delh, NFLC1 o' ’ ,1958>'and ,(2) B.C. into the Use and Retention ol Literacy 1962, (Mimeographed.)

• ii,1,'.’ 1  d . j l,’u a 8̂t Elections, 1961 in Case of Literate Adults in Gujrati 2 1 . A Study of Certain Amects of
I ' ■ (-ir Pradesh, Lucknow: PRAI, Region; Gargoti, Mouni Vidyapeeth Social Education Programme in the

y, ,. , , Rural Institute, 1963 (Unpublished.) Community Protects of U.P.- I urknow
■ L-deiĈ lopmcntal research is 16. Shaw, E.C., Concentrated Planning, Research and Action Institutenc-i,,:hat kind of intermediate study Team Approach for Raising Literacy 19-58. action inst.tute,

baslc re5earch Level in ° ne Village: Lucknow: Litera- 22. Chickermane, D.V., “Role of 
l ii ms t l ™  for practical pro- cy House, (1959 Unpublished.) Village Libraries in Post-Literacy,”

V.-hior- - I r  7  realized that the 17. Basu, A.N., and Sharma, L.N., J o u rn a l o f , h e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  P oon a
n F ‘v l ,c  u:e ° f An Experiment in Preparing a Basic (Humanities Section), No. XVII, J96*.pur escan.h and that developmental Vocabulary for Adults; Delhi: Contra! pp. 105-117.
«



relationship between literacy available in India is considerable. hypothesis. Studies like the
classes and village libraries in the There are available, for instance, following suggest themselves: The
region he was studying. 300 studies on Indian villages democratic directive for literacy

Two studies one by Dutta and alo°e’ The resource needs *° be f nd adult education: The socio-
Kempfei23 and another by used’ of adult ^ eTac\  urban
Bholay-' provide information TT S S f  n f S  i ^ ° S°P ^l  „ _• II tions of adult literacy: What does

'nf, n fnn nnH liiprarv nrn Needed Steps rural sociology research tell usadult education and literacy pro- v _
grammes. Dutta and Kempfer In the light of the preceding lu™0*lvatIon,s' ./^ba*
found an average participant of reviews the following steps seem d°es )eadcrsh.1P research tell us
the Social Education Centre to to this author to be necessary, aboat9 organizing adult literacy
be a young man or woman below even inevitable, to create a viable work; Many more questions and
the age of 35, belonging to lower research tradition in adult <°P1CS can be added t0 the ,lst’
middle class with income below literacy. _ , . ..  , .
Rs. 100 a month and education step 1 ;  Institutional and t Ju * i 16 fbiIK imP°r‘an: . _ A V  insuiuuondi ana step that nee(js to be taken for
not beyond Primary. Bholay procedural arrangements should nmmotion of adult literarv
found that young adult farmers be created whereby one of the research is theoretically-oriented.

x ffo i 4o"SSTofhS ssa “ ““r  s js a  *»-*•
were most desirous of learning storage and retrieval centre for the to p re s S o fU n T im p ra c ti-

Category 2 :  A few studies research in adult literacy. This cal. Jt is, however, seldom under­
done by researchers in communi- centre must have available all stood by the empiricist and the
cation, innovation diffusion, and research undertaken in this field— utilitarian that theory is the most
community development-” have published or mimeographed, done practical thing. It is the only wav
used literacy as an independent in colleges  ̂ or universities, by of making sense out of empirical
or a dependent variable and have specialized institutions or indivi- data, for transferrin^ results from
generally found that literacy was dual practitioners in the field. one experimental situation to an-
positively related with informa- This centre should be able to other, and for making predictions
tion consumption and propensity supply uptodate bibliographic and Gf aQy
to social change. A study by duplication service to any in-
Asthana-0 presented data that terested researcher. Also such We have already done some
showed literacy to be definitely a centre should be the head- describing and depicting and esti-
related to political power at the Quarters of an association of matin9 in adult literacy research
grassroots. While only 9.1 percent adult literacy researchers and it but it Is a fact that we have done
of village Pradhans were illiterate, should invite some of them to Ji«le relating (comparing and
illiteracy percentages for Gram undertake yearly reviews of re- correlating) and hardly anv con-
Sabha members and Gram Sabha search in adult literacy for ceptualiring (analyzing and syn-
voters were 48.2 and 84.3 respec- regular publication. This will be thesizinhl27 Correlating and
lively. the first inevitable step towards J S g g j ' i s  meaningless,§ if not

Category 3 : Research in the the establishment of a research impossible, without good theore-
foundational disciplines of adult tradition in adult literacy. tical models. Unless some re­
literacy, that is, sociology,, rural Step 2: The history of both searchers spend time and energy
sociology, cultural anthropology, physical and social sciences will in the very practical task of con-
political processes, and economics testify to the fact that profes- structing theoretical models for

sional disciplines get enrichment adult literacy research we will
when they draw ideas, insights,

„  ,23- D“tta» S.C., ann and methodologies from other ----------------Helen, S o c ia l  E d u ca tio n  m  D e lh i; Indian i;t„
Adult Education Association, 1960. research traditions. Adu.t -her- 27. Professor Egon G. Guba pre-

24. D.A. Bholay, “Adult Learning acy research especially can draw sently Director, National Institute for
Through Night Schools,’’Indian Journal from the foundational disciplines the Study of Educational Change,
of Adult Education, July, 1966, pp. 5-6. 0f sociology cultural anthropo- Indiana University, Bloomington,

25. Mathur, J.C., and Neurath, , . Indiana uses four verbs to cover all
Paul, A n  In d ian  E x p e r im e n t in  F a rm  logy, pniiosoptiy, History, ponti- kinds of research activity of a researcher
R a d io  F o ru m s; Paris: Unesco, 1959; cal processes and economics. A whatever may be his research tradi-
Thakur, B.S., e t  a l ,  Im p a c t o f  th e  R a d io  mention has already been made tion: D e p ic t (describe, estimate). R e la te
o n  o u r  V illa g es ; Hyderabad: Osmania of the body of literature available (compare, correlate). C o n c e p tu a liz e
University (Department of Journalism), . , Th” various (analyze, synthesize), and T e s t. While
1963-64; and Roy, Prodipto, Fliegei, in tnese areas. in  .se various theory cannot emerge in a vacuum and
Frederic and others, Diffusion of Inno- research traditions need to be must be preceded by lot of depicting
vations in Rural Societies in India, used to enrich adult literacy re- and describing a research tradition will
NICD-MSU Project, Hyderabad: search bv bringing available data be barren unless there is good theory
Netional Institute of Community , to compare, correlate, analyze, synthe-
Development, In Progress. and mslo^ts to bear on our pro- S;M> collate, and test findings and

26. Asthana, op. cit. blems and to look tor productive suggest new hypothesis.
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n e v e r  g e t  o f f  th e  g r o u n d 28.  a n d  shiksha-daan a r e  a c tu a l ly  a  q u e s t io n s  n e e d  to  b e  a n sw e r e d .
p a r t o f  In d ia n  c u ltu r e ?  W h a t

Step 4: In h e r e n t in  th e  p r e -  s tr e n g th s  c a n  w e  d r a w  fr o m  th e  A Communication Perspective- 
c e d in g  is  th e  n e e d  fo r  d e v e lo p -  In d ia n  p h i lo s o p h y  a n d  In d ia n  A d u lt  l i te r a c y  c a n  a ls o  b e  s tu d ie d
m g  a  r e se a r c h  s tr a te g y  o r  a  r e lig io n s  t o  p r o m o t e  li te r a c y  a s a  p r o b le m  o f  c o m m u n ic a t io n
p a r a d ig m  s o  a s  to  m a p  th e  c a m p a ig n s?  H o w  d id  In d ia n  c u l-  o r  o f  in c r e a s in g  in fo r m a t io n -
w h o le  r e sea rch  a r e a . T h e r e  d o e s  tu r e  c e a s e  to  b e  a  p r o b le m -s o lv -  h a n d lin g  a b il it ie s  o f  G roups a n d
n e t  h a v e  to  b e  one p a r a d ig m , o r  in g  c u ltu r e  a n d  c a m e  to  a b so r b  su b c u ltu r e s . T e a c h in g  c a n ’ a lso
one th e o r y  fo r  a d u lt  li te r a c y  re- w h a t  is  c a lle d  th e  “ c u ltu r a l la g ? ”  b e  s tu d ie d  a s a  p r o b le m  o f  co rn -
se a r c h . W h ile  to o  m u c h  th e o r y  m u n ic a t io n . M a n y  q u e s t io n s
m  s o m e  r e se a r c h  tr a d it io n s  p re - H is to r ic a l q u e s t io n s  c a n  a ls o  s u g g e s t  th e m se lv e s :  W h a t a re  th e
se n ts  p r o b le m s  a n d  s o m e  th e o r e t i-  b e  a sk e d  t o  i l lu m in a te  p r o b le m s  c r ite r ia  fo r  fu n c t io n a l li te r a c y 9
c a l m o d e ls  th a t  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o f  I n d ia n  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  a n d  H o w  c a n  w e  m e a su r e  i f f  W h o  is
d e a d  lo n g  s in c e  a re  s t ill  a liv e , a d u lt  l ite r a c y . a  g o o d  lite r a c y  te a c h e r 9 W h a t is
a d u lt  l i te r a c y  r e se a r c h  su ffer s  th e  s p e c ia l n a tu r e  o f  s o c ia l  d y n a -
fr o m  a  la c k  o f  th e o r y  a n d  la c k  o f  A Sociological Perspective: m ic s  w ith in  a n  a d u lt  o ro u p
p a r a d ig m s . W e  c a n  c e r ta in ly  S o c io lo g ic a l  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  a d u lt  le a r n in g  to  rea d ?  W h a t  a re  th e
a ffo rd  s o m e  p r o li fe r a t io n  o f  li te r a c y  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  im p o r ta n t . b e s t  m e t h o d s  o f  te a c h in g  n e o ­
th e o r y  a n d  p a r a d ig m s  in  a d u lt  H o w  d o e s  fa m ily  str u c tu r e  a n d  lite r a te s?
lite r a c y . d e c is io n -m a k in g  p r o c e s s e s  w ith in

fa m ilie s  a f le c t  fe m a le  a t t e n d e n c e  A Linguistic Perspective: T h e
In  th e  fo b  o w in g  is  su g g e s te d  in  li te r a c y  c la s se s?  H o w  are  u r b a n  l in g u is t ic  p e r s p e c t iv e  is  a n o th e r

o n e  s u c h  p a r a d ig m  w ith  e m e r g in g  a n d  rural p o p u la t io n s  s o c ia l ly  m o s t  p r o m is in g  a r e a  b u t  is  th e
r e se a r c h  p r o b le m s  s h o w n  a s  d if fe r e n tia te d  w ith  r e sp e c t  to  le a s t  s tu d ie d . W e h a v e  n o t  g o t
e x a m p le s  w ith in  th e  c o n to u r s  o f  m o t iv a t io n s  fo r  l i te r a c y . Is  th e r e  e v e n  th e  b a s ic  v o c a b u la r y  l is t s  to
th is  r e se a r c h  m a p . It c o n s is t s  o f: a n y  c o r r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  c a s t e  b e  u s e d  in  p r im e r s  a n d  g ra d e d

a ff il ia t io n  a n d  d e s ir e  fo r  lite r a c y ?  r e a d e r s . M a n y  u se fu l q u e s t io n s
1. C u ltu r a l p e r sp e c t iv e  L ite r a c y  c a n  a ls o  b e  s tu d ie d  in  s u g g e s t  th e m se lv e s :  W h a t i s  th e
2 . S o c io lo g ic a l  P e r sp e c t iv e  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  g e n e r a l p r o -  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  w r itte n
3 . P o li t ic a l P e r s p e c t iv e  b le m  o f  s o c ia l  c h a n g e . L ite r a c y  a n d  th e  s p o k e n  la n g u a g e ?  W h a t
4 . E c o n o m ic  P e r s p e c t iv e  h a s  b e e n  e q u a te d  w ith  “ e m p a t h y ”  a re  th e  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  d e te r m i-
5 . C o m m u n ic a t io n  P e r sp e c -  a n d  th e  a b il ity  to  m a k e  “ s y m b o lic  n a n ts  o f  sp e e c h ?  W h a t w o u ld  b e

t iv e  tr a n s fo r m a t io n s .”  V ery  u se fu l th e  p o s s ib le  e ffe c ts  o f  d ia le c t ic a l
6 . L in g u is t ic  P e r sp e c t iv e . h y p o th e s is  c a n  b e  g e n e r a te d  a n d  d if fe r e n c e s  o n  le a r n in g  to  read ?

s tu d ie d  in  th e  c o n t e x t  o f  s o c ia l  W h a t  w o u ld  b e  th e  u se fu ln e s s  o f
T h is  p a r a d ig m  is  n o t  in  a n y  c h a n g e  r e sea rch  tr a d it io n . T h is  s tu d y in g  r e a d in g  a s  a  p e r c e p tu a l

s e n s e  f in a l a n d  n e e d s  fu r th e r  in fa c t  is  o n e  o f  th e  m o s t  p r o -  sk ill?  W h a t  is  th e  v a lid ity  o f  p a u se
d e v e lo p m e n t .  A b rie f d e sc r ip -  m is in g  lin e s  o f  r e se a r c h  in  a d u lt  a s  a n  in d e x  o f  u n it s  in  la n g u a g e 9
t io n  o f  th e  v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  th is  lite r a c y . W h a t  is  th e  a c q u ir e d  r e le v a n c e
p a r a d ig m  is  in c lu d e d . 0 f  c u e s  jn  rea d in g ?  W h a t is  th e

, APolitical Perspective: Q u e s -  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  in fo r m a t io n
A C ultural Perspective: L o ts  t io n s  o f  p o li t ic a l  c o m m itm e n t  t o  s p a c e s  a n d  im a g e  sp a c e s  in  r e a d -

o f  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  c a n  b e  re - li te r a c y  n e e d  t o  b e  e x a m in e d  a n d  in g ?  W h a t  is  s e g m e n ta t io n  in
m o v e d  th r o u g h  a  s tu d y  o f  a d u lt  a n sw e r e d . W h a t  is  th e  c o n s t itu -  sp e a k in g , a n d  r e a d in g , a n d  w h a t
lite r a c y  in  its  c u ltu r a l p e r sp e c t iv e . t io n a l  d ir e c t iv e  fo r  a d u lt  lite r a c y ?  a r e  it s  fu n c t io n a l u se s? 29
H o w  m u c h  o f  lo v e  fo r  shikslia D o  p o li t ic a l  le a d e r s  w a n t  litera cy ?

H o w  h a s  li te r a c y  a ffe c te d  th e  T h e s e  q u e s t io n s  b y  n o  m e a n s  
p o w e r  d is tr ib u t io n  in  sm a ll e x h a u s t  p o s s ib il i t ie s  a n d  m a n y

2K. Constructing theoretical models v il la g e  c o m m u n it ie s ?  in te r e s t in g  h y p o th e s is  c a n  b e
is now ii self accepted as a useful re- su g g e s te d  fr o m  th e  in te r a c t io n  o f
have to w ^ f o r  a r n v  for a  lum m ' G n o m ic  Perspective: th e  v a r io u s  s e t s  o f  v a r ia b le s
ary^o'be born°m suggesPa^T heory^for W h a t >s,  th e , e x te n t  o f  p u b lic  lis te d ,
use by all other lesser souls but can s u p p o r t  fo r  a d u lt  litera cy ?  W h a t
construct and test functional theore- is  th e  c o s t  o f  m a k in g  an  a d u lt  T o  su m  u p  w e  h a v e  p r e se n t-
tical models by “ retroduction” (analo- lite r a te ?  W h a t a r e  th e  e c o n o m ic  ed  a  n o t e  o n  th e  p r e se n t  s ta tu s  o f
uizing or substituting relevant variables m n tiv n tin n c  fnr a „  r »  y i c s c u i  s ta tu s  o i
in an already tested model in another m o t iv a t io n s  fo r  a n  u rb a n  n e o -  a d u lt  l i te r a c y  r e se a r c h , e v a lu a t in g
research tradition to generate hypo- l i te r a te . W h a t to r  a  ru ra l n e o -
theses and to  study possibilities.) The lite r a te ?  H o w  is  li te r a c y  r e la te d
work done in this direction by the to  m a n p o w e r  n eed s?  D o e s  a d u lt

m in 7 lh e o r v  Vhe Ohio State U n h £  > v e  W  o c c u p a t io n a l Pm
uy. Columbus, O hio, USA is both U tlh ty  in  m o d e r n  I n d .a n  e c o -  ject Litemcy, CorneH t C e r s ! t i  l  hn a;

pioneering and impressive. n o m y /  T h e se  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  New York, 1964-66.
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s o m e  o f  th e  r e se a r c h  d o n e , a n d  THE BHILWARA DISTRICT- p e r m it th is , th e n  fu ll o r
a tte m p tin g  to  id e n t ify  s o m e  o f  ^  p a r t- t .m e  h e ld  o r g a n iz e
th e  a rea s  c o v e r e d . S o m e  s te p s  {Continued from page 4) m u s t  b e  a p p o in te d . I b i s
a re  s u g g e s te d  t o  m a k e  a d u lt  . !® d e s ir a b le  in  any c  .
lite r a c y  r e se a r c h  a v ia b le  r e se a r c h  lite r a c y  a d m in istra tio n  an d  b e c a u s e  o t  th e  n e e d  to
tr a d it io n . th e  p r a c tic a l a s p e c t s  o f  sp e n d  time se c u r in g  th e

lite r a c y  in s tr u c tio n . In  th is  fu ll  c o o p e r a t io n  o t  b lo c . \
T o  d o  s o  w ill n o t  b e  e a sy . I t  w a y , th e y  c a n  ren d er  p r o - a u th o r it ie s  a n d  th e  P a n ­

w ill n e e d  t im e , su s ta in e d  e ffo r t , p er  a s s is ta n c e  to  fie ld  c h a y a ts .
a n d  d e d ic a t io n . S o  fa r  m o s t  o r g a n iz e r s . •
in s t itu t io n s  o f  a d u lt  e d u c a t io n  G iv e n  a d e q u a te  su p p o r t n
a n d  a d u lt  li te r a c y  h a v e  e x p e n d e d  2 . F ie ld  o rg a n iz e r s  a re  tr a in e d  th is  w a y , v o m n te e r  te a c h e r s  ,,n d
th e ir  r e so u r c e s  in  fie ld  w o r k  a n d  to  p r o v id e  w e ll- in fo r m e d  o th e r s  w ill in g  t o  w o r k  a s m s t iu c -
in  g iv in g  v is ib i li ty  to  th e  m o v e -  g u id a n c e  an d  a ss is ta n c e  to  to r s  in  th e  s c h o o l- s p o n s o r e d
m e n t . N o w  th a t  w e  h a v e  a  g rea t l i te r a c y  te a c h e r s . T h e ir  l i te r a c y  p r o g r a m m e  wall b e  a b le
n a t io n a l a n d  in te r n a t io n a l e ffo r t sp e c if ie d  d u t ie s  sh o u ld  in - to  d o  e ffe c t iv e  w o r k . Id e a lism
c o m in g  in  fo r  th e  e r a d ic a t io n  o f  e lu d e  th e  tr a in in g  o f  l i t e -  a n d  d e s ir e  to  s e r v e  d o e s  e x is t  in
il l ite r a c y , r e sea rch  m u st b e c o m e  ra cy  te a c h e r s , in  g r o u p s  a  h ig h  p r o p o r t io n  o i In d ia n
an  im p o r ta n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  th is  o r  a s  in d iv id u a ls . I f  th e  te a c h e r s  a n d  c it iz e n s  ev e r y w h e r e
e ffo r t. I t  m u s t  su p p o r t  a n d  e n r ich  w o r k  sc h e d u le  o f  S u b - I t  n e e d s  k n o w le d g a b  e su p p o r t
a c t io n . I t  m u s t  in v e n t s o lu t io n s  D e p u ty  I n s p e c to r s  o r  H e a d -  a n d  a s s is ta n c e  t o  m a k e  it  e tte c -
fo r  th e  p r o b le m s . m a s te r s  is  t o o  h e a v y  to  t iv e .

t
a I1IHII1IIIW 1IH IH III1IIIH IH M 1IH 1I1IH II1I!»IIIM II!I1H I!I!I1I. H i l l  U1 IIIII1 II H i l l  HUH. Ill II IHIHIIBlll IIBIH ll» !l«ll«1!«:;»U «l.lU i I I '  J I ' l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l t l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l M I H I I l i m l l l l ' -  L'  :
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jjjj M
1 One single WEAPON to fight all kinds of Educational ill is :

1 “MEGH” marked Quality Roll-up Black Boards.
1 Because they are useable in the Educational Institutions such as

I Pre-Primary, Primary, Secondary, College, Adult, Social, Welfare,
|  Community Project, Block Development Centres, Zilla Parishad, |
I Training Schools and Colleges.
a \jI £ht ’ o , / •»

They are highly useful for all branches of Education such as—
Arts, Science, Medical, Technical, Engineering, Commerce, Chemical, |

i Kiss?TT.»- Agricultural, Law & Defence.

| ............................. ...... -.................................................. .......................................................................................... b
For testimonials and literature please write to:

I H i  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., 5
I ' f e w #  Post Box No. 24.,
I BARAMATI (Poona) INDIA.
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YOUNG FARMERS & THEIR FARM EDUCATION*
Introduction: continuing education for the dropouts or for out-of

AGRICULTURAL production and the rate of its scbocd y°uth farmers. Government have made 
increase commensurate with the rate of growth !'°me efforts to train young farmers and adult 
of population in this country have been a cause farP?rs through farmers’ training wings, tractor 

of concern to everyone. Of late we have become traimn§ centres and farmers training camps but the 
dependent on food from outside. There are several SC°P? ° f  suca programmes has been rather limited 
reasons for this, but one of the important reasons aad U Fan “f  fdly be called as systematic agricultural 
appears to be lack of information, knowledge and e<ai'cat,on built on the basis of needs and interests 
technical skills on the part of farmers about modern ot ta™ers both young and adult, 
methods of farming and agricultural improvement. rbe ,existlI?g educational programmes have taken 
To remedy this situation, agricultural extension has vef y little notice of educational problems of out-of- 
been given a high priority in community Develop- scb° ° ‘ young farmers which are of following nature: 
ment, but a sysfematic programme for providing ;?< u tbigb rate illiteracy 
agricultural education to practicing young farmers ^  access ,to formal education or incom- 
has not been prepared. ° P*ete studies, without even completing

Recognizing the need and importance of impart- elementary education,
ing such education to young farmers, the Depart- . ed fo.r education for upgrading skills and
ment of Adult Education made a study of the improving occupational competence even
agricultural education needs of young working for those who have completed formal edu-
farmers, with a view to developing a suitable educa- ®at!.<?1?-
tional programme for them. I he facilities for agricultural education in the

country as a whole are inadequate and leave much 
Present Position to be done-

According to the 1961 census, India had a Purpose of the Study: 
population of 439 millions. Of this, 360 millions,
which is about 80% of the total population, live in . T . Pr.esent study was designed with the follow- 
villages, Out of 360 million rural population nearly objectives:
72 million (20% of total rural population) are youth (a) To detemine some personal characteristics of
in the age group of 15 to 25 years which is consi- young working farmers,
dered to be most potential human resource. (b) To identify the needs and interests of young

As regards the educational background of these working farmers in respect of their principal
youth, 55.5 million (about 78%) are illiterate. occupation, namely agriculture.

India is at present providing primary education (c) To determine the attitudes of young work- 
to 76.4 percent of children of the age group 6 to 11 ing farmers to selected aspects of agricultural
years. Three fourth of these drop out before com- education programme,
pleting five years of elementary education. Of those
who continue their education through middle school Geographical Area for the Study and the Samnle
stage about 60% leave the school after the VI „* . , „ p
standard. The drop outs from these various stages udyj y as.c° 'lducted in two of the Intensive
of formal education either go back to their ancest- D,str>ct Programme areas of neighbour-
ral occupations main among which is farming or • b statef  U.P. and Punjab with correspond-
seek employment in cities and towns. Among those « ® control blocks m the same states outside the 
who have gone back to farming a majority would ^ a?‘ ™ aspthe ®tl'dy ,was confined to
not have received any education in farming worth u?ur. ,7; '  blocks of U.P. and Punjab. From these 
the name either in school or outside. ocks 10 per cent stratified sample of villages was

In the existing agricultural education progrmmes r”01 eSS than per c5nt f.andoP  sample
of schools, more emphasis is given on theoretical Th^°thl8a5f,ri^ erS was chosen for direct interview, 
teaching of subject matter rather than on practice of m„rc tbe actual sample consisted of 206 young far- 
farming. Also the programmes often operate inde- pCr CCnt of *otal young farmers of the 23
pendently of the needs of the pupils and their com- ’
munities. Nor are our schools taking care of these r  „ . 
dropouts who leave schools in such large numbers ^ onc™sions:
and go on the farms. There is no provision of In the present investigation while studying the 

___ ________  characteristics of the young farmers it was found

Educdhon'<n^s^G )utrof f° U0W_
Pa(deshl> Department of Adult Education, (a) Realisation that the present level of produc- 

ERT, New Delhi. tion is not sufficient;
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(b) confidence in possibility of increasing pro- tive as would be seen from the low increase in food
duction; production of the country. While indicating their

(c) desire and willingness to try out new prac- attitudes towards different items of agricultural edu-
tices and to experiment; cation programmes of the Community Development

(d) confidence in the people like village level set-up the young farmers have attached little import-
workers, extension agents, adult educators, ance to extension activities. The findings of this 
school teachers, etc., who can guide them in study about the attitudes of the young farmers 
bringing about desireable change. towards agricultural education programmes indicate

Besides the above mentioned attitudes, one fur- an over emphasis on the materialistic approach of 
ther desired attitude necessary to facilitate agricul- the Community Development Programme and less 
tural development is the readinees of the farmer to attention towards the development of human 
consider carefully the different alternatives and to material and resources.
make firm independent decisions based on these Xhough in these prograrnraes physical inputs 
considerations. like seeds, fertilizers, improved implements and

Regarding readiness to make independent deci- insecticides etc., were made available and distributed 
sion, it may be said that these youths in most cases among the farmers on a large scale it has not suc-
did not have the opportunities, as they had to work ceeded in improving agricultural production appre-
under the supervision of the heads of their families ciably which may be due to a failure to bringing
who were responsible for such decisions. about the desired change in the economic behaviour

In order to develop these attitudes firmly and to °f tbe farmer. This change can only be brought 
bring about a favourable change in them to facilitate about by education based on needs and interests, 
agricultural production they needed education. This has been highlighted by the present study of
Hence, to the illiterate farmers basic education in tbe feeds of out-of-school rural youth engaged in
three R’s becomes the first essential requirement for farming in the areas served by specialised programme 
agricultural development. like tbe IADP.

A change from a largely traditional agriculture, The study revealed that education plays an impor- 
as it prevails today in India, to a modern progressive tant role in increasing agricultural productivity, 
agriculture necessitates on the part of the farmers, Among the young farmers interviewed it was observ- 
learning to take independent decisions of several ed that their agricultural productivity increased with
kind. Some of these decisions must be taken by the the rise in their education. Also the progressive
political leadership of the country. Some of the element in the youths was found to increase with the
main decisions in this regard are of the following rise in their educational level, particularly among
type: those who had education above the primary level.

For agriculture to be progressive: In these high yielding areas with the Package
(i) A balance between soils, climate, crops, live- Programme in full swiug with all its physical and

stock and people must be maintained proper- educational activities the average crop yield had
ly and with alertness as it goes on changing g°ne UP to about 37-5 mds of wheat Per acre- How-
constantly with the slightest change in the ever> the educated farmer among these youths on an 
situation; average had produced a crop yield as high as 45 to

(ii) the proportion in which the land, labour and mds Per acre. This showed how a basic educa-
capital are utilised in farming are to be tional programme in three R s is essential for
adjusted frequently to suit the changing improving agricultural production. This production
situations; can be accelerated by imparting developmental edu-

(iii) successful control of cost of production and cation related to farming.
increase in farming income along with the This enquiry also showed that almost all the 
increase in crop yield becomes a necessity if youths were interested in and desirous of learning new 
agriculture is to be transformed from a sub- techniques of farm production, farm management and 
sistance level profession to a commercial farm mechanics The details about their special 
one; and interests in different items under these instructional

(iv) continuous adjustment between agriculture areas varied from individual to individual but there
and other sectors of national economy must was not a single individual who had shown complete 
be carried out. apathy to these items.

Therefore, besides basic education, they needed The interests expressed by these youths showed 
to have also developmental education concerning that they desired in order of preference, to study 
their occupation. farm production (50%). farm management (44.4 ,),

and farm mechanics (31.7%) respectively. Under
In India, the Community Development pro- farm production these young farmers were desirous 

gramme has tried to educate the farmers in this of studying subjects like insect control (S '- 1 
regard through extension education and literacy pro- weed control (83.9%), crop diseases (81.55%). soil 
grammes. However, these had not been very effec- testing and use of fertilization (68,9%), and vege-

II



table gardening (52.9%). Under farm management Adult Education Department of Rajasthan 
a majority of the young farmers desired to study University 
marketing (78.6%), soil conservation (77.6%), co­
operative farming (66%), farm laws (65.5%), farm The Department of Adult Education University 
finance (44.1%). These subjects were directly of Rajasthan in collaboration with the’Dircctorate 
connected with investment and profits. The youths of Secondary and Primary Education had organised
were, therefore, interested in learning things which a six day course in literacy Method and Administra-
were concerned with pecuniary gain. Under farm tion in Bhilwara in April this year. About seventy
mechanics repair and maintenance of pumps, teachers and educational administrators from all 
engines (70.3%), farm implements (64.5%), and over the district attended it. The Department also 
tractors (54 3%), were the major interests of these planned and supervised the short subject-matter 
young farmers. They also showed interests in courses in English, Mathematics, Hindi Indian
learning irrigation methods and farm layout (46.6%) Culture and Science for Secondary School ’ te^rhPr=
and use of electricity (20.3%). of Jaipur.

These were the interests that were directly ex­
pressed by the young farmers during the interview The Department of Adult Education also colla- 
with them. However, these interests did not appear borated with the Department of Philosophy and with 
to have been affected by the different educational Malaviya Regional Engineering College, Jaipur in 
levels of the young farmers as they were based more organising a two-week course in Western Philosophy 
or less on their immediate farming needs. and second course in Structural Engineering (Soil

But there was another area where they had re- Mechnics) respectively, 
mained silent during interviews and where most of
them needed education. This was the area of "an Beside the regular language courses in Tamil, 
agro-based industries. Young farmers had yet to Sanskrit and Hindi, the Department is planning two 
realise that these industries were part of agriculture courses in Principles and Methods of Adult Educa- 
and helped in increasing their income. *'0D ôr Education Extension Officers, and lecturers

The study of attitudes of these young farmers “ d Instructors in Panchayat Raj Training Centres 
towards certain selected existing programmes of
agricultural education showed that the youth attach- _____
ed very great importance to self education and an
educational programme through village level worker. |  p j  „ , T . . • „ ,
This implies that the desire to learn new things Llteracy Education and Training in Indore
through immediate practical application of the The Bharatiya Vidhya Pracharini Sabha, Indore

i.n0s in die tulc and built upon their practical is running 32 Adult Literacy Centres in various slum 
experience. This also shows that though there is a areas of the city. The Sabha was established in

emite "eec!. an agricultural education pro- 1954 anci Uptil now has trained 5225 workers in 
gramme r the young farmers the utility of the pro- social education and audio-visual aids and has

s s s  s  r s  e e s s s j t ^ s s t  *-* * 5725
tural education programme for young farmers will _____
have to be broken up into small units for satisfying
the immediate needs and interests of farmers. A it •* . x  * ■ e T ■, x-u . m> j, , , ,  Literacy Training for Indo-Tibetan Bordercomplete agricultural educational programme should p ..
consist, therefore, of a ladder of such short courses tr’oiice

S  f7 ardS the understa"ding- °f a!Ltl!e T HE Department of Adult Education of NCERT
farmmg;  ,.W.hUe A has trained two hundred and sixty Adult Literacy

s h o n ^  Instructors of the Indo-Tibetan Border Policeshould be in accordance with the convenience of the s;nce 1953 The thirteenth hateh nf ir> trainee
™ V ,tu,dy hM ShC” '°  ,hat “ f  completed their four week lathing on June “hi young tarmeis can spare two evenings in a week vear °

and a fortnight after each agricultural season for
Earning new techniques of farming. The training includes all essential aspects of

That there is a definite need for such courses is adult iiteracy work. The major topics covered 
evident from this study. However, it must be under the training are: Adult literacy and various 
mentioned that these courses will not produce agri- approaches: Syllabi, methods of teaching and evalua- 
cultural experts as in the agricultural colleges but tion of Adult Literacy classes and follow up of 
will nuke young farmers more efficient. The ulti- Adult Literacy. Beside lectures, other methods such 
mate aim of these courses should be to establish the as guided group discussions, demonstrations, super- 
young farmers and not to uproot them from their vised reading and writing assignments and field visits 
profession to go out in search of white collar jobs. for observations and practice teaching are also 

--------  organised for the trainees.
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Some Guide Lines for Rural Adult Literacy
Programmes

Kumari Renuka Biswas

THE importance of adult literacy is widely recog- of age to primary schools. In the other two groups
nised in the world. Today, it is an agreed focus was on adult illiterates only,
fact that by illiteracy economic and social 

development of large section of population is retard- Survey :
ed. It is also accepted that literacy is an essential For the assessment of prevailing literacy condi- 
part of any educational system. Attempts, there- tions, a survey was carried out in the area con-
fore, have been and are being made by various cerned. The survey not only spotted the illiterates
agencies, public and private, both, in this country, but also contributed towards creation of a favour-
to eradicate illiteracy. Unfortunately, in spite of able climate for literacy programme. It also
fragmented efforts for improving literacy position, offered a base for measuring the achievements on
percentages of literacy remained 13% females and the conclusion of the programme.
34.5% males in India. In addition every year a
sizeable additions to the illiterate population occur Cooperation & Coordination : 
making the situation more alarming.

Literacy programme has two important dimensions: Full cooperation was received from the Literacy
(a) treatment of the problem of illiteracy and b) House, Lucknow for training the teachers and for

• prevention against further expansion of this problem, supply of literacy kits containing books and other
Unless and until literacy programmes are taken up aicis .required tor the classes. \\  ith the collaboration
with an accent on the significance of tackling both of Literacy House a training camp was organised
dimensions, complete literacy will remain a myth for fifteen days- Participants were:
for many many years to come. Lf0CAf! a/ u‘tt,wom*“ Wlth knowledge

In view of the significance of both aspects of v  4 o* rVLh gradf ‘ *
treatment and prevention and also of the difficulties ~ berS‘ c '"  7
faced in implementation, Women’s Programme Staff of women s programme Section ...
Section of P.R.A.I. undertook a study named (including two
Project for Eradication of illiteracy to find an effec- male members),
live method for implementing literacy programme . . , , . ,
among women. This project commenced initially . J h e  training was imparted to both supervisory 
with the objective of introducing functional literacy, staff and the teachers for adult literacy classes, It
It was envisaged that the adult education would be was very useful for the last two groups, but, because
the final shape of the programme. But like all ^  sophisticated nature of the training pro-
other literacy programmes gradually due to the inter- grammes, local adult women with knowledge of 4th
play of various factors the scope of this programme or 5th grade could not grasp the content and teach-
became restricted within the periphery of know- mg skill properly. It is to be noted that local adult
ledge of alphabets and numerals, skill for simple women were selected with a view to testing feasibility
construction of words and sentences, writing of of developing local resources for future continuance
letters and addresses and also reading of books. Programmes. But it was found that these

teachers because of their limited knowledge and skill 
C Y . could not be effective in conducting the classes,

ove age. Extension Section of the Institute simultaneously
The programme was carried out for a period of conducted literacy classes for males with the help of 

9 months in the three consecutive years. Each year youth club members in the same area in order to
classes were held for three months only. In the first bring about complete literacy in the villages concern-
and second year of this project, area of coverage ed. Lady teachers were engaged in the Women’s
was ten villages of Ajitmal, District Etawah. In the classes organised by the Women’s Programme Sec-
third year the programme was confined to six villages tion only,
in the same block as a follow up of the previous
year’s classes. Three age groups were covered: Classes and Participation :

Girls of 6 to 12 years. Classes were organised in the villages for both
Young girls & adult women of ~ to ~ y • males and females, Younger age groups gathered 
Women of 2o to 50 years. in the Lady’s classes. The attempt for sending the
Coverage of first group was suggested from the girls of 6-11 years to Primary School did not succeed, 

point of prevention. There was plan for persuading because, parents were reluctant to allow their girl- 
village folk? to seltd all the children below 12 years children to attend schools which were located at a
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distance of a mile or a mile and a half. On the other ment. In the second year percentage of women 
hand, they were keen in admitting girls in the adult passed was 62 per cent of the examined and 30 per 
classes organised in their own villages. Therefore, cent of the total number of women enrolled for the 
the criteria for enrolment in the classes for facilitat- classes. In the third year 72 per cent of women 
ing their admissions had to be relaxed. Eventually, passed out of total number examined and 65 per cent 
in the classes they were the ones who formed the of the total enrolment. The table below will indicate 
larger sub-groups. the maximum and minimum classwise enrolment:

Out ot the ten classes of ladies, seven classes were
conducted by Gram Sewikas i.e. staff of Women's Maximum Minimum
Programme Section and only three by local women. 1964 30 12
In the second and third phases only Gram Sewikas 1965 33 10
were engaged for teaching in the adult literacy 1966 30 16
classes. In the third year a new feature was added
to the literacy classes, a children’s programme was ‘Naya Savera’ books of Literacy House were 
attached to each class for keeping little ones occupied prescribed for the classes. Average number of 
during the class period. students could complete about 12 lessons of the

Total number of classes in three years, is shown ‘Naya Savera Praveshika’ in 3 months’ period. In 
below: the third yfear some students completed prescribed

1963 64 1964-65 1965-66 lessons of ‘Naya Savera Prayeshika’ and made
No. of classes 59 56 40 progress to the extent to follow ‘Naya Savera Paheli

Pustak’. This group also completed counting up to 
The data shows that the classes were held only 100 and learned some addition and subtraction, 

for a brief period. Actually from the-very beginning This achievement might be due to two factors: 
a short-period literacy campaign was visualised; the (a) The worker was made free from most of 
prescubed period was six months, but unfortunately other duties, Thus, in spite of the routine-
women were not available for regular classes for six nature of the programme she was able to
consecutive months. Apart from this, classes could give more time in the classes and prepara-
not be started before January and continued regular- tion of the lessons.
ly after loth of March when harvesting period set in. (b) A children’s programme was attached to 
Rationale for a short period programme, therefore, each class. So, the classes could be con-
was based on the observations regarding availability ducted unhampered by little ones who
of adults for classes and also short spanned motiva- usually accompanied their mothers and
tion ot rural adults for such classes. sisters in the classes.

Total number of illiterate women of the ten 
villages under this programme was 885. The number observations and Findings 
of women covered m six villages in the third year is
about 600. The participation in the classes and tests From the above study some valuable observations 
are shown in the following table: were made. These observations will offer some

guide lines for the future literacy programme of 
1964 1965 1966 U.P. villages.

Total number of illiterates 885 885 600 1- The first step in any literacy programme
in the villages. should, be, to define literacy, objectives of the
Total enrolment in ten villages. 235 234 128 literacy programme to be taken up, and the pros-
Average attendance per class. 16 12 10 pective participants. Definition of literacy is
Total number examined. 192 114 114 urgently required before starting any literacy pro-
Total number of women passed. 128 71 83 gramme, because any vagueness about this concept

may be a stumbling block in programme’s success. 
The above table reveals that there is a decline in ^  must made clear at the very outset, whether the

the number of students attending the classes. The knowledge of alphabets and numberals or the func-
climate created in the first year through publicity and tional literacy is the target of achievement. These
propaganda in the campaign was responsible for ter™s are used as synonymous but truly speaking
higher attendance in the classes. There was more the*r connotations are different and their scope also, 
enthusiasm among the teachers also in the first year. Literacy means ability to write and read. Question
The classes when repeated in the next years took of the skill in writing and reading may be nominal,
more or less routine form. A decrease in the interest ®ut functional literacy means more than that, 
of the participant women also was visible whatever Functional literacy is:
may be the reason. It is clear that out of total num- (a) a level in the skills of reading, writing and 
ber of illiterate women [only 25 per cent could be arithmatic that could enable the newly
touched in the first two years and about 21 per cent literate person to apply these skills to his
in the third year. In the first year percentage of every day life and
women passed in the examination was 66 per cent of (b) an adjustment of the process of imparting 
the women examined and 59 per cent of total enro - literacy itself, so that from the very begin-
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ning of the lessons, a connection is establish- enable an easy identification of participants of the 
ed between literacy and job requirements. literacy programme.

The clarification of the concepts and their scope 4. Before starting the classes a door-to-door 
will give a definite structure within which actions survey may be very helpful for identifying the pro­
may be organized for achieving of the goal, spective students of adult literacy programme. Such 
For instance, clear ideas about what kind of know- survey will reveal the actual literacy position of the 
ledge should be imparted and to what extent, what area where a programme is to be launched and will 
the achievement-indicators are, what the syllabus contribute towards villager’s motivation. The survey 
is etc. will necessarily help both recipient and the wjn also identify available resources for the pro- 
communicator of knowledge, to understand the gramme and will lend a bench mark for measuring 
particular programme and to develop commitment achievements as indicated previously, 
for it. In the absence of such understanding the Another pre-requisite for a successful Adult
commitment fer the programme may be reduced to Literacy Programme is the creation of a favourable 
nothing. . psychological climate in the area of the programme.

2. Selection of a meaningful syllabus _ for the jn fbe present rural socio-economic set-up adult
trainees may be considered another principal re- literacy is valued in the minimum. Moreover, this
quisite for creation of a sustained interest and programme is not an institutionalised programme,
impact on the adult students. It is observed in jj. js actually temporary in nature, because, with the 
Ajitmal experiment, that teaching of sonie general introduction of universal compulsary education neces-
knowledge along with the knowledge of 3-Rs helped sjty for acj l i t e r a c y  programme will gradually
in building up enthusiasm and interest among adult decrease. Besides, on account of preoccupation in 
women for attending literacy classes. agricultural occupation and household duties adults

3. The women participants of adult literacy cannot devote much time in literacy classes. Hence 
should be identified and classified while planning a favourable climate only motivate them for attend- 
details of the programme, there may be students of jn„ ciasses_
three types. ' ■ , arP 6- A short period programme in slack seasons

(a) Young g g 8 S was found to be more effective for the reasons men-deprived of the opportun ues of school tjoned abov£ Adults arg avaj,able for regular
education. This group J , , ... classes only during the slack seasons. In other
largest sub-group in the \ i g } seasons their attendance in classes becomes irregular,

„ „ c‘asses- „ . „ their attendance may be regular provided sustained
(b) Adult women of non-sc 100 8 8 8 interest is created in them and facilities are provid­

e s  years—45 years) wio a p y gd it Was found that women attend classes some-
/ \ * ’,te.r,ate' f „ C/-.1,r\.̂ i rrr,inrr a™ w,i,r, times when these are combined with the craft(c) Adult women of non-school going age who , Hnrin„ other seasons of the vear

had some knowledge of three-Rs at one time clas®es ° u[inS ottierf seas°ns ot ttie/ car;i .
but at present are levelled up with the 7. Selection of methods and syllabus needs
illiterates. orientation towards the need of the participants,

r. . • j j r ., , • • . . .  their motivation and education level and availability
It must be decided from the beginning, w ic of reqUjrecj books and aids. Several methods which 

these groups are to e covered by the literacy pro- arg connectecj witli a particular kind of syllabus aim 
gramme. Classes may be organised in a better man- at imparting knowledge and skill of three-Rs. Any 
ner provided a clear conception ot the gioups to be Qf these will show substantial result, if selected, consi- 
covered is formed. dering the above aspects. Any of these methods can

Coverage of first group may act as a preventive be successful if pursued by the teacher with sincerity 
measure against the spread of illiteracy. The cover- 0f purpose and acquired teaching skill. It is the 
age of other two groups will enhance the cause of teacher, who is the central figure in the matter of 
literacy from two points: adult literacy programmes. It is he who uses the

(a) Firstly literacy of these two groups will magic wand of his skills, knowledge and understand-
ameliorate the problem of illiteracy as a ing. An energe'ic teacher can convert any method 
treatment of the problem itself and to" an interesting communication media and reach

(b) Secondly it will be acting as a preventive out his students effectively. Selection of teacher, 
measure against future expansion of this pro- therefore, is very vital in launching a literacy pro­
blem; because, we may expect that a literate gramme. A person with knowledge of 4th or 5th 
woman will value the necessity of literacy grade was found to be unsuitable for such pro- 
and education and will assist in education of grammes.
younger group with her newly learned skill 8. Finally it is found that a detailed plan of the 
and knowledge or by sending them to implementation procedures including periodical and 
schools for education. final test is necessary before introducing the literacy

For running of successful literacy programme both programme. Detailed planning of the programme 
treatment and prevention demand equal emphasis, such as duration of class period, teaching method 
Clarity about the participants to be covered, will and their requirements, supply of books and other
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aids, arrangements for keeping youngster occupied Bibliography on Adult Literacy in India
during the class period etc., are essential. Usually
adult women cannot pay full attention to their les- The Indian Adult Education Association has been 
sons because of their engagement with the children requested by UNESCO to assist it in preparing an 
who accompany them. These young ones create annotated bibliography on research and experiments 
disturbances and take away their mother’s attention jn functional literacy in India. The Association has 
from the classes. From our experiment we have agreed to it and is engaged these days in the prepara- 
found better progress in women’s learning when tion of the bibliography, 
children were kept occupied in some activities during
class time. The bibliography is likely to be completed by the

end of this month.
9. Many of the programmes undertaken to

eradicate illiteracy fail for delayed supply or non- _______
availability of required books and aids. This aspect
must be taken care of before actual commencement Association’s New Publications
of classes. n „Rs. Ps.

10. In conclusion, I must say that literacy of Development*0” HnU ^ conom'c
the people needs to be dealt as national problem. In _ Report 0f the 14th National Seminar 2.50
this respect both private and public agencies may 1
join hands to bring about literacy among wider sec- 2 jmpIications of Continuous learning
tion of the population. The findings of the Ajitmal _j R Kidd b 7 SO
experiment will lend some valuable insights and ' z.oU
guidance for this It will not be out of place to say 3 New Xrends in AduIt EduCation in India
that although literacy of both men and women are _g q Dutta J 00
essential in a developing country, the women’s liter- ' ' u
acy has more important role to play because they 4 Qn to Eternity—'Vol II
have primary responsibility for laying foundations ’ £  Dutta J o 50
for children’s education. Therefore, women’s literacy
should be emphasised with all vigour and zeal. 5 gemjnar Technique

—S.R. Ranganathan TOO
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ADULT EDUCATION
- r r r r r r i * --------- - — it- : : :  Voi. x x v iii, August 1967, No. 8

NATIONAL POLICY ON EDUCATION
ENUNCIATED

Stress on Education for Transformation
of Social System

THE Committee of Members of Parliament on for agriculture is to increase agricultural production 
Education has issued a national policy on Edu- by improving the competence of farmers and to 
cation The Committee represented all the that end, to promote agricultural research and to 

oolitical parties in the country. train personnel needed for research training and
^ v extension. In each State there should be at least one

The Committee says : “Education is a powerful agricultural university which will develop integrated 
instrument of national development—social, econo- programmes of research, extension and training and 
mic and cultural The highest priority should there- where necessary, strong agricultural polytechnics 
fore be accorded to the development of a national providing different courses needed for agncultural 
system of education which will : or agro-industrial development should be established.
y There is urgent need, in rural areas, for suitable

l accelerate the transformation of the existing centres or institutions providing extension services to
social system into a new one based on the farmers and giving part-time intensive courses to
principles of justice, equality, liberty and young persons who have left school and taken to
dignity of the individual, enshrined in the agriculture.
Constitution of India;

2. Provide adequate and equal opportunity to “In technical education, programmes of qualita- 
every child and help him to develop his per- tive improvement should be stressed. Practical train- 
sonality to its fullest; ing in industry should form an integral part of the

3. make the rising generation conscious of the various courses. The existing institutions for the
fundamental unity of the country in the education of engineers should be consolidated and
midst of her rich diversity, proud of her strengthened with special emphasis on the provision
cultural heritage and confident of her great of project work to be done by the studeut who
future; and should also be initiated into the methodology of

4. emphasize science and technology and the
cultivation of moral, social and spiritual  --------------- --------------------------- ------------- ——
values. Editorial Board

„ . , . . . . , Dr. M. S. MehtaFrom this point of view, the most important and . .. . _
urgent reform needed is to transform the existing shri Maganbhat Desai
system of education in order to strengthen national Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
unity, promote social integration, accelerate economic Dr% T A K0Sfiy
growth and generate moral, social and spiritual ^  ^  p Saksena
values.”

eubhahed by
Agriculture and Industry Indian Adult Education Associa i r.

17-B. [ndrap-antha Ntarq. New Delhi
About the Education for agriculture and industry ^ nnu„/ Subscription

the Committee states: “Great emphasis should be Ps g pr< . ffopef , .
placed on the development of education for agricul- 0f.
ture and industry. The basic purpose of education ]_______ _—— ' -------  1 ■——



research by diversifying the courses and offering selves further but cannot afford to do so on a full-time
suitable electives. Technicians should be given a basis. In particular, greater emphasis has to be 
better status in industry and in society; and institu- laid on the development of correrpondence courses, 
tions situated in industrial complexes should be involv- not only for university students, but also for second­
ed intimately in their training and should specially ary school students, for teachers, for agricultural, 
strive to organize sandwich and part-time courses, industrial and other workers; and facilities should be 
Both technical education and research should be available, both to men and women, to study privately 
related closely to industry, encouraging the flow of and appear at the various examinations conducted by 
personnel both ways and continuous cooperation in the boards of education and the universities.”
the provision, designed and periodical review of --------
training programmes and facilities. Government
should give all enc .uragement and assistance to LITERACY HOUSE TRAINING COURSES 
industry for starting research and training pro- -r, T .. , ,  , ,
grammes w ith in  th e  in d u str y . T h e  L ite r a c y  H o u s e , L u c k n o w  is  o r g a n is in g  th e
B 3 fo l lo w in g  c o u r se s  d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  O c to b e r  67 to

Adult Education Course for Literacy Teachers: October 3-28,
About Adult Education and literacy it states: 1967. Minimum qualification: Matriculation. Im-

“The liquidation of mass illiteracy is essential, not parts skills in teaching literacy to adults, 
only for accelerating programmes of production, Course in Audio-Visual Education: November 6 
especially in agriculture, but for quickening the to December 2, 1967. Applicants must be matri- 
tempo of national development in general. Plans culates, with teaching/social work experience. Pro­
to accelerate the spread of literacy should therefore vides experience in the production and use of AV 
be prepared and intensively implemented on several materials.
fronts. With a view to reducing new additions to Writers Workshop: December 1, 1967 to Febru- 
the ranks of adult illiterates, part-time literacy classes ary 29, 1968. Imparts skills in writing for new 
should be organized for grown-up children age-group literates. Applicants should demonstrate ability in 
11-17) who did not attend school or have lapsed into writing drama, prose, or poetry. Graduates preferred, 
illiteracy. All employees in large commercial, Course in Puppet-Making, Manipulation and 
industrial and other concerns should be made Dramatization: December 11, 1967 to January 6, 
functionally literate within prescribed period of their 1968. Imparts to teachers and field staff skills in 
employment and a lead in this direction should be using glove-puppets as medium of communication, 
given by the industrial plants in public sector. Applicants must be matriculates and possess drama- 
Similarly, teachers, students and educational institu- tic/musical talents.
tions should be actively involved in literacy campaigns, Course in Literacy for Enrolled University Stu- 
especially as a part of the social or national service dents: December 26,1967 to January 4, 1968. Orients 
programme. The achievement of literacy should be university students to needs and methods of literacy 
sustained by the provision of attractive reading work among underprivileged communities, 
materials and library services to the new literates.” Course for Literacy Supervisors and Instructors:

January 15 to February 8, 1968. Imparts skills in
“Adult or continuing Education should be de- literacy teaching and supervision. Applicants must 

veloped through facilities for part-time and own-time be Graduates with experience in literacy work, 
education and through the expansion and improve- Course in Silkscreen Printing: February 19 to 
ment of library services, educational broadcasting March 2, 1968. For teachers and field staff. Appli- 
and T.V. The developmeot of extension services in cants must be matriculates and have aptitude for art 
universities is of great significance in this context, work. Imparts skills in printing posters, charts, book 
In particular, the universities should organize special jackets by self-made silkscreen stencils, 
extension programmes to their rural leadership.” Courses open to both men and women. Selected

trainees for writers’ workshop eligible for stipend of
It also states that “facilities for study through Rs. 100.00 per month, free board and lodging, and 

morning or evening colleges and correspondence third class railway fare as contribution towards 
courses should be provided on a liberal scale.” travel.

Part-Time & Own-Time Education Red Cross Joins Literacy Battle
About part-time and own-time education, the The League of Red Cross Societies has decided 

Report states: “Part-time and own-time education to produce and distribute a series of low-cost ele- 
sh uld be developed on a large scale at every stage mentary reading manuals on hygiene. The material 
and in all sectors and given the same status as full- printed cheaply in the form of illustrated pamphlets’ 
time education. These facilities will smoothen the is to be offered to the Red Cross Societies in the 
transition from school to work, reduce the cost of the countries chosen by Unesco for pilot projects in its 
education to the State, and provide opportunities to Experimental Literacy Programme, 
large number of persons who desire to educate them- (Unesco Features)
2



ADULT EDUCATION MUST REVOLUTIONISE
OR STAGNATE

By Ken Jones
Warden, Debden Community Association

ADULT education matters, and it has an impor- present vocabulary of education, classes, teachers, 
tant part to play in the future of our country, evening institutes—how out of touch they all are.
But not adult education as we know it today-- 

adult education must revolutionise or stagnate. Our Money
present slow progress, however worthy, is quhe First let us deal with money because it is impor- 
insufficient to meet the challenge of today or the tant anyWay and because the lack of it is becoming 
needs of tomorrow. For too long we have been OUf cjassjc excuse for stagnating. This is not worthy 
trying hard to adapt old machinery to meet rapidly our precjecessorSi I am afraid we must accept 
changing social needs; now is the time tor us to acju]t ecjucation will need to be self-supporting
create a new machine. to an appreciable extent. Most of us think the State

Adult education today tends to be register based should play a large part in financial provision and 
instead of people based, classroom based instead of are appalled that England spends so little compared 
community based, study based instead of activity wjth other highly developed countries. However 
based. We have allowed development to be restrict- having bemoaned our fate, let us face up to it. Do 
ed by lack of money and have not sought alter- we continue to sit back and groan at the unfairness 
natives. The result is that adult education today 0f it all, or do we accept the plain facts of the 
has limited appeal—and that appeal is to those who economic situation and see what can be done?
are most able to look after themselves. A good There is no reason why even LEA institutions
seventy-five per cent of the population are not should not be run substantially by independent funds 
even interested. from the people who use the facilities. More money

from participants, who in turn will have more 
New Needs involvement, more responsibility. This philosophy

We need to take a cold clear look at the whole «  not entirely new -it is the principle upon which
field of adult education with the philosophy of “hats many community centres have been developed under
off to the past, coats off to the future.” Certainly the Education Act of 1944. As Warden of a com-
we should not ignore the continuing needs of our centre, let me say that some centres have
present work buF priority must be given to new been a catastrophe from the educational point of
needs What are they9 view but others have shown that- Siven reasonable

- t o  make a real contribution to the needs of premises and staff, community involvement in adult 
leisure, which in the coming decade may well bring education is not only possible but desirable. My own 
the greatest social changes since the industrial Association, for example, has become basically self

I6.. supporting except for a rent-free building and pro-
reV°_Ut0 extend outwards into the community-for vision of the warden as adviser. Apart from the 
unless an adult education centre plays an active part extensive educational programme many facilities, 
in*community life it is not fulfilling its purpose; indu ing  a tennis-court, five-a-s.de football pitch

- t o  help people to come to terms with new rifle range and sailing centre (thirty miles away
patterns of life-with science and technology, in- ; been added during the last few-years-at no cost
creasing centralisation and automation: to contribute t0 tbe tax ?!jlat5P?yer' . . f ,,
to better industrial communication, consumer . Hence I thmk there ,s a strong argument for the 
education, problems of modern parenthood, personal Pr<nc.ple that authority should provide adequate 
communication, appearance and health, and the buddings and advisory staff-the users will do the
like; rest‘

—to promote or support art centres and sports .
centres; to become an integral part of modern Leisure
society To provide for leisure is not a frill: it should be

—to become leaders rather than followers—this the bread and butter of adult education. Much 
was surely the achievement of the founders of our nonsense is talked about leisure but the basic facts 
movement. For some time now we have ended to are clear; people have more time for leisure, more 
follow social and educational advance, to wait money for leisure, and more inclination for leisure 
meekly for premises, for money—for inspiration? It than ever before and this will steadily increase 
is time to pioneer again. The changing nature of work has great relevance

Incidentally, we need some new names too, a to the importance of leisure. To large numbers of 
new language for the seventy-five per cent. The people work is less challenging and tess satisfying:
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as skills are narrowed there is a tendency for minds We should seek the voluntary services oflocal 
to narrow too, and this at a time when tolerance experts who are normally only too pleased to give
and understanding in social life are more essential their knowledge forthe community good-professional 
than ever. People are increasingly inclined to seek designers to advise on decor and design in the
self-expression and social prestige in leisure, and we building, the bank manager for finarce, the public
must help to provide the necessary opportunities. relations man for publicity, and so on. By these 

Increasing leisure brings great opportunities and and other means we can help our own community 
great problems. It is vital for the well-being of our to realise its full potential, 
country that there should be adequate and balanced
provision for all age groups. Because people are Programmes
willing to spend money on their leisure, commercial
provision will be well to the fore, if we are not to There are unlimited opportunities for expanding 
become a nation of bingo and betting shops, other the scope of our programmes, which must at all
forms of provision must be equally available and costs be imaginative and challenging. They have
adult education has a vital role to play. been improving hand-over-fist but the average adult

For those who fear that they may become pedlars education programme does not include many of the 
of popular commodities surely there is a happy new and expanding interests, hobbies, crafts and 
medium between that and repeating restricted pro- sPorts- We must always remember that our pro­
grammes which can never appeal to more than a gramme is our publicity, our public relations, our 
small minority of the population. ,uture a!1 wrapped in one parcel.

Our members shohld be enrolled not merely for We should make extensive use of outdoor facili- 
a particular activity but as full members of the “es- These exist m any area-w e must find them and 
centre. This will entitle them and should encourage us ,e them; At present nearly every centre is essent.ally 
them to use the centre whenever they wish, and the ind° ors based and this ,s not Wlth ll-
social facilities should be adequate for this purpose Out programmes must include special provision 
and comparable with commercial provision. They ôr young adults, for on them the future of the 
do not just join a class but their own centre—or country and our development largely depends. This 
club, if you like. implies the inclusion of an ambitious programme of

recreational and sports activities. Our programme 
Community should include holidays abroad, public performances

by well-known artists, exhibitions of quality.
An adult education establishment must be a n  We should extend the range of the more formal 

integral part of the community; at present very few activities or groups: e g. language groups can extend 
are. This is why, despite advances in recent years, t0 holidays abroad, to visits to foreign films and
adult centres are still regarded by the bulk of the restaurants, to a study of the national culture,
population as ‘for them’ rather than Tor us’. Groups must not work in isolation—there must be

If the users are to meet more of the cost, as co-operative work. This takes more time and effort
seems desirous and inevitable, they must be deeply but is eminently worthwhile.
involved in organisation, they must have real res- The vogue is to think in terms of adding exten- 
ponsibility. I hey must have freedom to act within sions to schools; it is argued that, in the light of
abroad policy, to raise money and spend money, circumstances, this is reasonable even though few
This is, after all is education in democracy which is consider it desirable. But we must plan with the
what adult educatian is about.  ̂ In these days of future in mind and for the future this is neither
increasing centralisation this practical application of reasonable nor desirable unless one thinks in terms
democracy is badly needed. Our liberal traditions 0f really adequate accomodation on a campus site,
bow to the alter of democracy—but provide precious i t js inevitable that we shall need premises which are
little opportunity to practise it. People must even available throughout the day—to provide for the

u'.e the opportunity to make mistakes and learn ever increasing proportion of active retired people,
irrim them, for this is often education at its most the increasing number of women who want day
elective. provision and the increasing number of working

Adult Education Institutions should co-operate people who will have some spare time during the 
with local organisations and provide accommodation week. Such accomodation can also doubtless be 
for them. They should be a central source of used for retraining courses for those at work—
equipment such as visual and aural aids and dupli- another increasing need. Despite today’s financial
eating equipment, and for profes'ional advice from restrictions our aim must be for adequate and separate 
tutors and the like. adult education premises, with the use of schools

Aduit Education should be to the fore when for only specialist accommodation. For how much 
local radio and local television become a reality longer we be ‘night schools’?
(my own centre housed Britain’s first experiment We must remember that our premises need to be 
in community television). We should be an integral for adults at leisure, to cater for adult interests and
part of the Uni' ersity of the Air. to provide the environment in which education in
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its broadest sense can flourish. Particular attention —they will sponsor their own sailing centres, rifle 
must be paid to canteens and bars and to the ranges, arts centres, sports centres-according to the 
provision of comfortable furniture. needs of their community;

If participants are to bear the brunt of other —they will be a recognised centre for concerts, 
costs, the provision of adequate buildings is clearly exhibitions and similar events of high calibre: some 
the responsibility of the Government and authorities, may be the focal point of the local radio station; 
However, heaven is not on the doorstep. How _ j  Slipp0se someone will say it cannot be done; but 
wonderful it would be if one or two centres would this is not idle dreaming, for most of the things 1 
show what they are made of by building or paying jiave mentj0ned have in fact already been done 
some provision themselves. It has been done—by somewhere
community centres, even by sixth-formers. ,,, ’ . , , . ,  .We must indeed provide opportunity in a variety

o. /r of ways for adults to develop and extend their
a horizons-to enrich their leisure and lives and play

The Authorities must provide far more full-time their part in the community in which they live. But 
adult education workers at all levels. The present it is no good talking of the need for people to 
inadequate number is one of our greatest weak- extend their horizons if we do not extend our own. 
nesses. These are the pump primers, the inspirers, the This is no time to under-estimate our capacity 
leaders. There is a need to think anew about quali- or our importance—adult education is vital to the 
fications, to see that the profession is open not only continuing development of our democratic way of 
on the basis of academic qualification but also per- jjfe
sonality and leadership. ' —Adult Education, London

Part-time workers are a great strength to the (Vol. 39 Number 6)
movement. They have experience of life in many
fields, they keep our feet on the ground, they a r e ----------------------------------------------------- —*--------—
nearer the man in the street. But proper training is . . . , *T n  .
desperately needed and it seems that a strong lead A ssocia te  s New Publications
from the Department is called for, to tell local .. , „  Ks' Fs’
authorities to organise training courses and set con- • Adut. EducatIon and Economic 
ditions of attendance for new entrants. It is regrett- Development , „ 0
ably true that most of our part-time workers have Report of the 14th National Seminar
little knowledge of the adult education set-up cut- ot Continuous learning
side their own subject. Given a wider view, given ,   ̂ . . , . . . T ,.
more full time staff to appoint the right people and 3‘ ^ ew Trends ,n Adult Educatlon >n Ind,a
then to inspire them with go ahead ideas, they should , SC .D utta l. U
be our greatest strength for the future. 4t ^ p  Vo • 1 9

There should be most closer links in training 5 Semina“ Technique
between teachers, youth service community service _ S.R. Ranganathan 1.00
and other related services. This is desirable both 6 Seekhna aur Seekhana-J.R. Kidd
for the efficiency of these services and the ability of (Hindi translation of <How Adults Learn’) 7.50
staff to switch effectively from one service to
another. —— —------ —  ------—- ———— ■——------- — — -

Publicity ASPBAE JOURNAL

Our publicity needs to be geared to today's The Quarterly Journal which deals
customers, not those of Queen Victoria’s day. Most with Adult Education in
of our publicity is boring, inadequate and inefficient; Asian and South Pacific Countries
it appeals only to the converted. It needs to be
much less inhibited. Annual Subscription

The Future Scene INLAND Rs. 7/50
I foresee the time w hen:- FOREIGN U.S, *2.00 o, 16 Shillings
—authorities will provide the buildings and staff but Published by :
otherwise adult education centres will be essentially
self-supporting; Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education
—centres will be a recognised and vital part of their C/o
community, playing a valuable part in civic deve- Indian Adult Education Association,
lopment and many other aspects of local affairs, 17-B Indrnprastha Mary,
with programmes which reflect these important New Delhi
functions;
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FARMER’S T R A IN IN G —AN OUTLINE
By J.C. Matbur

Member, International Committee for Advancement o f Adult Education*

IN the past, talk of farmers’ training programmes as it goes. But the obvious difficulty is that the 
used to generally invite sceptical comments. This process of imparting literacy to a practising adult 
scepticism is now giving place to a vague farmer (as distinct from an adolescent who has been 

and general appreciation of the need for provid- a drop-out from the school) calls for strain without 
ing information to the farmer on matters with motivation. It is a deviation from his professional 
which he is concerned. This is happening because routine without being an entertaining diversion, 
of the growing change in the farmer’s attitude. He Therefore the mass literacy programme’s link w ith 
has become aware that the use of new technology in farmers’ training will not be immediate unless 
farming brings direct and perceptible benefits to it is built into their professional experience. It 
him. These benefits are not marginal in the case of should be an essential and concurrent element in 
the use of new seeds. They are so substantial, the adoption of new technology on farming. It 
almost phenomenal, that conversion and conviction should mean developing the capacity of farmers to 
usually follow from the veiy first demonstration write out the application forms for fertilisers, seeds 
that a farmer sees. His curiosity is sustained by and credit, rather than the ability to read a primer, 
self-interest. “Follow-up” is another basic issue involved in

Farmers' training, therefore, is no longer a farmers’ training. In an adult educator’s language, 
matter of the periphery. It is central to agricultural “follow-up” means the provision of libraries and 
production. It has to be part and parcel of any journals and reading material. To the agricultural 
programme of production. However, most decision- administrator and specialist, “ follow-up” generally 
makers still have only a vague and general idea has had not much significance, 
about the usefulness of the training of farmers or of It is vaguely accepted that the material which is 
its place in a programme of agricultural production. published by the various agricultural information 

Mostly it is imagined that training and informa- departments would be made available to the farmer 
tion imply the production of charts, films, radio by the extension workers, even after the initial train- 
programmes and booklets. Both the decision- ing has been given. The farmer's education is life- 
roakers and producers of the programmes are satis- long because the technology of farming is changing 
fied once these are produced and the material leaves from time to time. It was not so until recently 
the point of production: What happens there- because the distilled wisdom of the ages had pro-
after is anybody’s business, Little thought is given vided a sound bedrock for farm operations. That 
to the integral connection between a specific pro- has now been shaken because of the need and 
gramme o f farming and the information material pressure for reducing dependence upon the vagaries 
that is prepared. of the season. The traditional wisdom has to be

As for training, much of it has remained confined supplemented by a continuing^supply ofnewinforma- 
to the extension workers. It is assumed that once tion. The extension worker by himself cannot 
they are trained in the essentials of a programme, undertake this. There must be some groups at the 
they would automatically pass on the contents of the receiving end.
training to the farmers. This hope is not much Is there any continuing institution for (he farmer? 
different from Lord Macaulay’s hope that the The institutions provided at the village level are the 
middle class brought under the influence of western panchayats, the co-operatives and recently, in some 
education would transmit the fruits of modern States, the youth clubs. The panchayats are only 
knowledge automatically to the masses. Like the administrative bodies; the co-operatives may not 
English man’s hope, the hope pinned on the Village specifically be for farmers and may be dominated by 
Level Workers is also likely to be belied. various kinds of people. And the youth clubs are

Another set of people concerned with farmers’ by no means regular and continuing, 
training arc the educationists specially those in the In a country with farmers forming an overwhel- 
fieid ot adult education. In their view, the issue is ming majority of its population, it is an anomaly 
relatively straight. he farmer tan receive and make that there are no farmers’ bodies. Even such orga- 
,,se <lt ,n “rmalr,ve material, provided he is made nisations as the Krishak Samaj are there only at the 
literate, therefore they emphasise that no time national or the State levels. Hardly any of them 
should be lost m organising a programme of mass could claim extensive or deep roots among the 
luma,;, thus giving the farmers a much needed tool farmers. A farmers’ body has to be a small institu- 
h r using the new technology. This is good so far tion of, say, 20 to 50 farmers. It has to be local,

........... ..........— with a specialised interest in the farmers’ problems
Mr M .thur is Additional Secretary, Department of and needs. It is such a group which could ensure 

Aguculture, Ministry of Food and Agriculture. a continuing point of communication to the farmers
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for supplying them information material and for the specific production programmes yielding direct 
follow-up oi their training. benefits, they would appeal to a larger number of

These groups have another value also. One does young farmers, 
not learn by listening or reading alone. One learns borne experiments have gone a step further, 
by thrashing out problems, discussing them, disput- Regular Young Farmers’ Institutes with courses
ing assumptions and exchanging ideas. Farmers’ extending to five to six months or even one year are
groups or forums at the village level could thus be a being attempted by some institutions and State 
continuing school for the adult. Governments. Their success has varied according

The farmers’ training and education should now to the practical nature of the training and the time
be organised at least in those areas where specific that the participants could spare from their seasonal
and intensive programmes of agricultural produc- operations.
tion are being taken up. Farmer’s training will The success of these attempts, specially 'of the
become meaningful if it is treated as an essential one-to-two-day training camps and of the specialists’
input (along with fertilisers, pesticides and irrigation) direct dialogues with farmers, has prompted a
of programmes like those of the High-Yielding number of State Agriculture Departments to intro-
Varieties, Multiple Cropping, Intensive Cash Crops, duce such training facilities in H.Y.V.P. areas since
and, in the case of animal husbandry, intensive cattle last year. Independently of this, the information
development and poultry development programmes, media, specially the All India Radio through their
The training programme should be given the same Radio Rural Forums, have approached the farmer,
priority and attention by the organisers of agricul- The Radio Rural Forum was first tried in 1956
tural production as by the trainers and educators. around Poona, which confirmed the importance of 

Fortunately the experience, though somewhat the discussion groups as an instrument of education
fragmentary, in different parts of the country under for the rural adults. The number of Radio Rural
the various extension programmes and by institutions Forums has gone up since 1956 in practically every
and demonstration centres, has shown the validity of State. These Forums, however, had concerned
such a proposal. themselves with a diversity of rural problems rather

The present High Yielding Varieties Programme than focussing on farm operations and the specific 
(H.Y.V.P.), for example, was preceded by cultivation interests of farmers. All India Radio has, therefore, 
of these varieties on a limited scale. In a few cases, recently started 10 Farm Broadcast Units in selected 
it was found that if farmers were given instructions centres.
about the use of various inputs when they were Some educational institutions have also experi-
supplied to them, they were more attentive, assimi- mented with farmers’ education, specially of rural 
lated information relatively quickly and responded youth. In Mysore, eight Vidyapeeths organised on 
clearly. This was tried among farmers around the model of Danish Folk High Schools have been 
Ludhiana in 1965 and was later taken up in some giving six-monthly courses in both general education, 
other parts c f the country as a programme of one- and poultry, dairy farming and cottage industries, 
to-two-day demonstration-cum-training camps. Some other non-Government organisations have 
Such camps have since gained popularity in several also established institutes of this kind.
H.Y.V.P. areas. A recent assessment done by the National

Experience showed that at these camps, some- Council of Educational Research and Training has 
times, farmers raised questions which could not shown that though the altitude of the rural vouth 
be adequately answered by the average extension covered by these institutions indicates their desire 
worker. V.L.W’s. and extension workers played a and willingness to adopt new practices in agriculture, 
useful role in organising the camps, but their role as they have not by themselves been effective, as 
instructors was limited by their inadequate know- decision-making vests with the heads of their 
ledge. families, that is, senior farmers whose involvement

The Agricultural University at Anand conducted in such training programmes is more important 
an interesting experiment by sending out a peripa- for immediate results. Incidentally, the assessment 
tetic team of some of the specialist members of its also showed that, generally, in the package districts 
staff to the demonstration camps. It was found that the production by educated farmers was higher than 
these specialists of a level higher than the extension the average vield.
officers could lend to the training programme a more It was found by the National Council that the 
authentic environment. They could answer the rural youth is also interested in studyina specific 
queries of farmers and stimulate their curiosity, subjects like insect control, soil testing, use of ferti- 
Early experiments in courses for fanners, lasting lisers, repair and maintenance of machinery , irriga- 
from a week to a fortnight in the V.L.W.s’ training tion methods, farm lay-out and the use of electricity, 
centres, have showm that young farmers could be The interest is greater when pecuniar gain is in 
attracted towards a training which gives them greater sight.
confidence in using machinery, sprayers and ferti- All these experiments by the Agriculture Depart 
lisers. These short courses were held in 1965 at 62 ment, by information media, and by educational 
Farmers’ Training Wings of Gram Sevak Training institutions, however valuable, have been rather 
Centres. It was felt that if they were related to isolated from each other. Their real value is in
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certain policy indications that they give for future nized lor oue adult member per farm family in the
programmes. These might be identified as below : H.Y.V.P.. area, and as far as possible, the inputs

cards (authority for drawing high dosage of ferti-
1 . Farmer's Training Programmes should be so Users) should be issued at these camps. These

co-ordinated as to converge upon the princi- camps should be organised by V.L.W.s and Exten-
pal immediate objective, namely quick and sion Officers, but should be addressed by peripatetic
improved agricultural production. All teams of specialists who should move according to
agencies should organise their programmes a time-table.
according to production requirements and Farmer’s discussion-cum-demonstration groups
cropping. The co-ordination should be should be organised in each village of the H.Y.V.P.
effected by those directly involved in produc- area, with about 20 farmers in each group The
lion at the field level. groups should meet twice a week and serve as a

2. The training should result in the acquisition continuing medium for imparting the latest informa-
of skills for the adoption of new practices tion and discussing radio programmes and also
and the use of inputs. At some point there function as a permanent extension vehicle. Each
should be a connexion between the supply group would have a convener from among its literate
of inputs and the imparting of training. It members who should receive a small honorarium to
means also that demonstration in the use of defray postage and reporting expenses. Ultimately,
these skills should be an essential element of these discussion groups should emerge as an infor- 
training. mal voluntary group combining the atmosphere of

3. There should be two-way communication bet- a club with the strength of an interest-group.
ween the participating farthers and the Farmers’ Institutes or Kisan Vidyapeeths may be
experts. This means that farmers should be one in each district. Not only should they provide 
able to address their enquiries to experts of a number of courses (7 to 15 days and three months 
a level higher than the average extension courses for young farmers), they should also become 
worker and get replies in writing and through the constant points of reference for any difficulties 
the radio. and enlightenment and should seek to establish a

4. There should be continuing institutions, in two-way communication through correspondence
the form of small, local and informal groups and personal contacts with the farmers’ discussion
of farmers. These groups should be affiliated groups. Each farmer’s institute should have a
to institutes where specialised and longer demonstration farm and modern equipment, and
training would be conducted. These could should be located there. The short courses to be
be the baceline of operations and the points conducted by them may be broken into short periods 
of convergence of the activities of various according to the needs of the cultivators, so that 
agencies and of co-ordination among them. they may not have to be away from their farmers

far too long at a time. The participants in the 
In the light of the experience gained from the courses should be provided food and other facilities 

unco-ordinated programmes of various agencies, it and free transport.
should b? possible to work out an integrated pro- Functional literacy sub groups should be organis- 
gramme of farmers’ training in the districts that are ed by the farmers’ discussion-cum-demonstration 
to be covered by the High Yielding Varieties Pro- groups, for their literate members. The syllabus for 
gramme. Already a beginning has beeD made with literacy sub-groups should be so drawn up that 
five districts in the country and it is proposed to during the process of learning itself, the adult learner 
extend the programme to 100 districts. is able to apply the skills (as he acquires them in

This is not the place to present a blue print or to stages) to specific farm requirements. Thus he w'ould 
furnish details of this proposal. In fact, a training learn to fill in the input cards and progress cards, 
puigraniu e has to avoid the rigidity of a blue-print; keep farm accounts, complete applications for loans 
it should be flexible and adjusted according to the and read simple informative material. This will 
local needs of the particular areas and of the agri- make the process of learning a meaningful experi- 
cultural practices in the area. ence to the farmer and give him a sense of practical

Broadly, however, the programme visualises (a) achievement. The object, thus, is to use Mahatma 
demonstration cum-training camps, (b) farmers’ Gandhi’s technique of “co-relation” (of basic edu- 
discussion cum-demonstration groups, (c) Farmers’ cation) to adult farmers’ literacy courses. The read- 
institutes or Kisan Vidyapeeths, (d) functional ing material will have to be specially prepared for 
literacy sub-groups, (e) intensive broadcasting units these courses.
at selected radio stations, and (f) provision of suffi- The Radio Programmes should be drawn up 
cient number of radio sets to the farmers’ discussion according to the progress of the crop season and the 
groups. The proposal thus visualises co-ordinated training imparted at the demonstration camps. The 
working by the Departments of Agriculture of the, low-cost transistorised receiving set will be the 
States and the Centre (Extension Directorates) main vehicle of this activity. In every radio pro-
Departments of Education and All India Radio. gramme (twice a week), there should be sometime

Demonstration-cum-training camps will be orga- (Continued on page 15)
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Programme Extension Programme of
Literacy House

By K.S. Muniswamy, Deputy Director, Literacy House, Lucknow

T H E  readers are no doubt literate audiences, and to experts to look into the working
1  aware of the work of Liter- devise effective means of of the institutions. Detailed

acy House, Lucknow, which distributing these materials. work plans of projects were pre-
has been active in the field of (5) to continue active work in Pare * _ „
literacy and adult education for villages and in urban areas At the first instance the tollow-
over fourteen years. Its projects as a means of constant test- ing three institutions have been
and plans, over the years, have }ng 0f findings in realistic selected for assistance nv the In 1a
been assisted by institutions and situations. literacy Board.-
Governments both at home and Tbe programnie Extension (l) The Bengal Social Service
abroad. Department seeks to achieve the League, Calcutta;

The United States Agency for above objectives by disseminating (2) Mysore State Adult tdu-
International Development (US- ideas and skills developed at cation council, Mysore;
AID) through a substantial re- Literacy House or elsewhere in (->) Shree Sharda Sadan Tus-
cent grant made to Literacy other institutions and generally takalaya, Lalganj, Binar, rnd
House, has made it possible develop the field of literacy and these institutions will get financial 
for Literacy House not only adult education work by such support, in training of teacners,
to extend and diversify its programmes as: conducting of Writers Workshops

T  rSVXJTJjS? *• Esli*“'shi“*, • d“ri”S Lg “d
a ft® r̂v Jv woTkine house of info,rmatlon . an.d programme respectively. Effortsment rn the c »hv b wo ng ideas and developing feed- ^re being made to select some
closely with other adult educa- back systems on literacy. more institutions in the country.
providing them both financial b. Extension work through It is the intention of Literacy
and technical programme sup- helping establish new liter- House to establish three or four

t r acy programmes of research new major literacy centres in other
p ‘ , and action in other langu- parts of India.
Boals’̂ of ° the ^Exmnsio0!?fa Pro- age areas by ° fff inS techni'  The result of survey has reveal-
oramme are^—- E Pl° cal and financial support to ed that out of about 40 institu-
g ' . . . .  other institutions. tions that were visited in the( 1) to stimulate and guide other c Holding seminars, confer- country it was found that most

centres to undertake literacy ences, etc., for institutions of the institutions which were
work based on sound adult and individuals profession- willing and are capable of doing
education principles. aiiy concerned with literacy good work in the field of adult

(2) to organise presently avail- and adult education. literacy and adult education were
able knowledge to make it j n pursuance 0f the above a suffering from financial handicap, 
useful to others and to survev 0f institutions engaged in Some institutions were able to
begin thorough research on adialt^literacy and adult education raise some funds from sources
problems of motivation and iQ tfae c o u '  was made recently otiler than the Government, in
technique in the education , Literacy House by establishing other cases the Government grant
of illiterates. fi ŝt contacts by correspondence came irregularly or had stopped.

(3) to provide training in liter- and by sending a list of materials This has put the clock back and
acy teaching and to produce giving complete information on the progress ot adult education
follow-up and teaching Literacy House and inviting the activities has suffered a great deal
materials for the education institutions, to indicate their inter- for want of financial support. U
of illiterates which will ests. In this connection the is noteworthy that some 01 the
encourage them in the prac- Directory of Institutions engaged institutions in the country nave
tice and improvement of in the field of Adult Education in done very good job and built up
their skills. the country compiled by the a 8°°^ base of trained stun

(4) to provide training in com- Indian Adult Education Associa- and sufficient assets m budding
munication skills to pro- tion was of immense help. Pro- at Pr^enttheycannotgo
duce a variety of materials raising institutions were visited further in wganising suitaWep -
designed to inform and by the officers of the Literacy grammes due to lack ot hinds,
educate illiterate and newly House, including subject-matter (Continued on page W)
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Concept and Problems in Workers Education
By B.C. Rokadiya

IN every country where indus- U S.A., Yugoslavia, Peoples’ in association with universities
trialism has become a fact at Republic of China and India for and local authorities. The
any moment of their history, this purpose. curriculum covers adult educa-

organizations have developed to tion related to needs of workers,
express the collective will of y  ^  Courses in liberal, vocational and
workers and their specific educa- ' ’ labour education find their place
tional needs. The role and func- In U.K. with the on-set of in the programme of Workers’ 
tion of Workers’ Education has industrialization the demand for Education. The con.ept unlike
been interpreted in different Adult Education grew out of a in U.S.A. and other places, has
countries against the changing need for education of workers. carved out a place for itself in the
social, cultural and economic The Workers Education Associa- total education system and yet is
background and the level of tion in England had as the reason related to the needs of workers at
educational needs of the workers. for its existence the promotion different levels of their role in the 
In order to present a comparative of adult education for workers. industrial and social organiza-
perspective of the concept of For that reason, the emphasis tions. The programme is operat-
Workers Education it would be has all along been upon those ed in the form of tutorial classes
worth while to draw briefly an educational activities which seem- organized by Workers Education
over-view of this programme as ed to be most pertinent for the Association with cooperation of
it has developed in some coun- advancement of the aims and universities and local authorities,
tries of the world. I have included interests of the workers as adult Courses specifically related to
U,K , Scandinavian countries, individual and member of society. labour and trade union are also

The most obvious characteristics provided by Workers Education
—----— ——— _ — — — ——  of the ‘Worker’ in the early part Association with the help of

(Continued from page 9) of the 20th century was that he extra-mural departments of uni-
Literacy House plans to help worked with his hands and so the versifies in the form of short-

some of these outstanding institu- main emphasis was upon the term and summer courses,
tions engaged in Literacy and need to provide for the education Some of the main approaches
Adult Education in the hope that of manual workers. With in- being adopted in practice for
by this participating programme creasing use or automation, the workers education are regular
literacy education projects will be progress of scientific management tutorial classes, special courses
developed in diffesent areas. and greater specialization of the for labour leaders, summer

Another very important acti- occupations, the proportion of courses, lecture-cum-discussion
vity that has been undertaken oy the non-manual workers in the series, educational programmes in
the Programme Extention Depart- labour force grew enormously. settlements, correspondence
ment is to undertake Translation, Gradually, it also came to be courses and organization of
Publication and Adaptation of realised that the large class of libraries,
literature in other language areas. clerks, shop assistants and those
Under the project eight language in non-manual occupations were Scandinavian Countries 
areas have been selected for bring- equally in need of further educa-
ing out books by translating the tion. Thus the adult education Workers education in Scandi- 
Hindi publications of Literacy designed originally to meet the navian c< untries developed as an
House into Bengali, Gujrati, needs of the under privileged and off shoot of adult education
Kanares, Marathi, Oriya, Telugu, manual workers appealed more movement. The development of
Tamil and Urdu. The participat- and more to the intelligent adult education with particular
ing institutions are helped to members of the main sections of emphasis on liberal aspect as
build up a Revolving Fund so the community. Since then the developed in Denmark, Norway
that they may develop their pub- term ‘Worker’ came to mean in and Sweden exerted an important
licatioos and produce the needed effect all workers manual or influence on other countries. It is
literature for new literates, in their mental. It has ceased to have perhaps to Denmark that the
own regional language. significance as the definition of a world owes the idea of residen-

The Literacy House has made separate social class. Workers tial adult education. The peoples’
this small beginning to promote Education is carried out in the Fligh Schools conceived by N.S.T.
and develop literacy education form of adult education, more Gruntvig, the great Danish
and hopes institutions will come popularly known as further edu- patriot, teacher and educational
forward to participate in this pro- cation through Workers Educa- reformer, acted as the^ lore-
gramme to eradicate illiteracy tion Association. The programme runner of the concept of Folk
from the country. is a joint endeavour worked out High Schools which developed in
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rest of the Scandinavian coun- further training and for adding The programme is operated
tries, West Germany as well as in new knowledge to what they through a net work of ‘Workers
other par.ts of Europe. This learnt at school.” Workers Universities’ which specialise in
educational system was inspired Education is placed within a education of adults who are
by the need to awaken and edu- wider framework of what the already working and those who
cate peasant community in the Yugoslav adult educators call are preparing to enter under­
midst of technological and indus- ‘further basic education, voca- takings and cooperatives. ‘Work-
trial changes which were taking tional training’, civic education, ers Universities’ have their direct
place, to a new sense of respon- general and cultural education of connection with the factories cr
sibility. Workers Education workers and education in self cooperatives. They mould the
Association in Scandinavian management. The only criterion content, methods and procedure
countries, developed more or which distinguishes Workers’ of education to meet their needs
less on the British pattern and Education from adult education and to suit the learning needs of
became an educational operation is the different groups of partici- individual • workers. In their
of working class. pants. Workers’ Education operation, ‘Workers Universities

There are several other citi- concerns with only working have support from the trade
• vuliirh have people in the sense of urban Unions, educational institutions,

initiated8 adu’t education pro- workers and employees in an social, economic, political and
Grammes for workers and offer economic enterprise, excluding cultural organizations. A new
L  ■ nt;fir humanistic and rural workers and senior staff in approach which has been adopted 
■ S h S f ta in iM ” industry Public services like, to provide multiple adult educa-

. . . managers, engineers, and tion courses for workers has been
Education for workers is pro- officials. the setting up of Departments

vided in the form of tutorial with in the University set up and
classes, study circles, Leadership The r;se aacj development of several branch centres in the field
Training Courses, extension an aj[ embracing concept of indifferent locations. The edu-
lecture series, educational theatre Workers’ Education is linked with cation is provided both on full
performances, net work of art conditions peculiar to the time and part time basis through
exhibitions, film clubs, travel development of socialism in seminars, formal classes, work-
exchanges, and part-time courses Yugoslavia. Since the year shop learning, assigned library
for young adults preparing for 1948-50, Yugoslav reacted readings, lecture-cum- discussion
the world of work. radically against manifestations of series.

bureaucracy in its administration There are separate adult edu-
Yugoslavia and state centralization and catj0n agencies for the education

Yugoslavia is a socialist started with the intensive deve- c f adults in rural areas and for ti e
democracy in which all adults lopment of ‘‘Workers self- higher level training of supervisory
are considered as workers, and management.” In this situation, aifd senior staff of enterprises and
all workers including youug naturally one of the most urgent 0fpces.
people, are considered adults. problems was the education of
The idea that a man needs to workers to fit them for better p eoples> Republic of China
educate himself not only during and more successful management
his youth but all his life and of the enterprises. At the same Workers’ Education in China 
“each age must be fully lived” time the need for modernising is considered to be an important
pervades the philosophy of edu- industrial production made area of adult education work,
cation in Yugoslavia. The con- it imperative to train the The goal of adult education in
cept of Workers Education is so workers as quickly as possible China is to produce a good com
much interwoven with adult in the modern techniques of pro- munist. By definition a good
education system that one notices duction and industrial operation. communist is said to be a
hardly a distinction. The Yugo- The large number of workers were morally, intellectually, and physx-
slavia legislators expect from either workers from inherited ally developed communist minded
adult education ‘ first that it backward industry (craft oriented) wiorker who is able to undertake
should enable citizens to com- or the new workers with alow both mental and manual work,
plete their general training and level of general education, who In practice adult education i ;
to broaden their knowledge of were coming from the rural areas’’ considered as education of work-
various fields of science, techno- to enter factories in towns. These ers. The aim is to substantially
logy, and culture according to work, rs, it was felt will not be advance the economic and cul-
their personal interests, ineiina- able to develop without having tural standards of the members
tion and needs. Second that it opportunity of general basic of society. In order to realise
should provide workers when adult education. To make a this goal two pre-conditions have
their schooling is finished and satisfying adaptation with these been laid down by Hie state viz.
they are employed in productive conditions, Workers’ Education —the working day_he reduced n>
work, with opportunities for was given a crucial importance. sis or men iiw hours rdei
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that members of the society might for the education of their mem- research or training or for both
have the necessary time to receive bers. The national level co- for Workers’ Education. Similar-
the needed education. Secondly, ordination and guidance for ly, Harvard and Chicago are also
an universal compulsory ‘poly- Workers’ Education is effected taking up the higher level leader-
technical education’ be introduced through the Education and Re- ship training programmes,
so that the workers may be able search Department of the AFL- a  new and significant feature 
to freely choose their occupation CIO. The only other national body ;n Workers’ Education in U.S.A. 
and not tide up with some one concerned directly with workers fias been the development of
occupation all their life. On the is the American Labour Educa- programmes of vocational train-
ideological plane adult education tion Service. These bodies provide ing, updating and re-training of 
is being used to break down the consultations and supply ma- skills, under the Manpower
class barrier rooted in the divi- terials, films and filmstrips to Development and Training
sion between mental and manual the Unions which organise schemes of the Federal Depart-
labour and thus fostering the courses at local level through ment of Labour and econo­
union of workers and peasants formal and informal classes. mjc opportunity schemes initiated
who can contribute to the build- In U.S.A. the term ‘worker’ as a war on poverty programme,
ing up of a ‘New China.’ It is is substituted fo r ‘labour’ and it Under these programmes Public
firmly believed by the state that has come to be known a s ‘Labour Schools, Adult Vocational
construction of ‘New China’ Education,’ and educational pro- Schools and ‘Skills Centres’ pro-
cannot be undertaken without grammes include a rich variety .vide courses to adults to meet
trained and educated workers. of activities namely, week-end their own as well as the needs of
One of the tasks given to Institutes, workers evening classes the progressive modern industries,
education of workers is that the —weekly or for several weeks In an affluent society of U.S.A.
education must serve the politics. resident full time study leading to the term like ‘Poverty’ and
In its implementation workers employment by the Union, use of ‘illiteracy’ might sound strange
education is therefore used as the films, filmstrips, participation in yet it may be mentioned that
best weapon to fight the battle community project and travel these do exist as real problems
of illiteracy and national re- abroad. While great deal of and efforts to solve them are
construction and pave way for education is concerned with under way. Significant experi-
the goals of communism. The training of members, old and new ments are being made to integrate
over all purpose is to create a ancj joca| leadership for imme- basic literacy course, vocational
new intelligentsia of workers diate Union services, such train- training and liberal education
through the creation of spare- ing often involves liberal educa- through‘skills centres’ and pro­
time and short term literacy tion jn the background subjects jects like ‘mobilization for youth.’
schools, middle schools for adults, such as labour history, econo- There is now an increased
peoples universities T V un - mics, labour management rela- understanding among unions,
versifies and vocational adult tions, national and international state and universities to develop
schools. Besides these, the pro- affairs, and promotion of programmes of Workers’ Edu-
gramme is continuously organised participation in community cation, making resources available
through informal educational acti- affairs. with ^ach for organising sys-

scientific exhibitions lectures by For a long the of tematic ,earninS experiences for
t v , " ,orker.s widely 'rark' rs-circles, lesson broadcasts. Uni- recognised in U.S.A. ere weie 
versifies also cooperate through arguments that if workers were INDIA
their extension services. citizens like other citizens why In India the need for educa-

should special education arrange- tion for Workers has vast and 
U S A .  ment be made for them as a multiple dimensions. Some of the

class. There were opposite argu- significant factors impinging upon
Compared toU.K. and Europe, ments too suggesting claims for the development of Workers’

Workers’ Education in U.S.A can special educational service related Education are as follows :
be considered as relatively a new to the necds °f workers, very
venture. In U.S.A. the main much along the lines of the (i) Low level of Literacy—
initiative to provide education Agricultural Extension Service According to 1967 census
lies with the Unions. Program- available for farming commum- reports the over all literacy
mes of Workers’ Education, is l‘eS- percentage in India is 24
nerhaps a programme of adult. In recent years, some of the (34.4% for males and 12.9%
education specifically for the Slate supported Universities such for females).
Union members. Each Union has as Rutgers, Wisconsin, Cornell,
highly developed education and Michigan, Indiana, and U.C.L.A, (ii) Pre-dominately rural popu- 
research departments of its own have created special departments, lation—According to 1961
and make an extensive provision colleges, or schools, for either census report 82% of the

12



people live in 5,66,878 ing and building up the labour business, commerce organisations
villages, depending directly movement. Unlike other coun- and offices there are however no
upon agriculture and allied tries unions have developed more specific adult education pro­
occupations. Only 18% on the lines of political parties grammes except the courses of
people live in 2,699 towns and not based on occupational terminal nature conducted by
and cities. pattern of its membership. colleges and universities and by

(iii) A stable industrial labour Leadership in these unions have few commercial type institutions,
force is still in the process always been supplied from out-
of making. In general it is side, generally by the political Trends and New directions
‘migratory’ in " character, party having ideological affiliation f the comoarative
largely consisting of tern- with the union. All trade unions J 3 V?  the c S  S
porary employment seekers. have an ostensible interest in the Workers’ Education may be cru-

(iv) A constant drift from rural education of workers but in prac- . . fi d education for
to urban areas-W ith the tice none of them have any J * 11DCJ “ her n S e a b t e
speedy growth of industries, systematic programme and provi- $ has bet n that Workers Edu-
transport and communica- sion for education of workers. cation hag been jn jtg scope either
tions m recent years, there Thus there are only sporadic a part of the iabour movement
has been a constant drit and scattered attempts which or the system of adult education,
of young adults from rural have been made so far for the
areas to urban industrial education of workers. Much re- There seems to be an appa-
complexes. In most instan- mains to be done in terms of rent unanimity as to the need of
ces these adults and young effecting proper co-ordination of sharing the work of workers
people have with them several agencies at work. education among several agencies
neither technical skills nor n . . . namely, trade unions, un.versi-
the basic literacy skills ex- Recently a new experiment is tieSj adult education agencies,
cept experience of work in d«si*“« i ‘hro^ h thfe Department iDdustries and the state. Opinions
farminu and skills in of . Adult Ed!|ca i0“ o f . td<" are however divided as to the
agrarian crafts National Council of Educational nature of partnership. Unions
B Research and Training in the express their deep concern as

The groups that are interested form of ‘Poly-Valent Centres. they consider Workers’ Education
in doing something for the cause The assumption under this new as jbe operational aspect of
of education of workers are state, approach is to recognise the building effective labour move-
employers and trade unions. The worker not by class apart, but as ment. Universities and Adult
Government sponsored for individual adult citizen having Education agencies are looked up 
the education of industrial wor- right to education according to to assume responsibilities as they
kers an autonomous structure his interests, needs, inclination are better equiped with resources
in the form of Central Board of and potentialities. The ‘Polyva- to undertake the task and pro-
Workers’ Education for training lent Centres’ as the name implies vjde tbe needed services. Pres-
the workers and the intermediary are sponsored to open up oppor- sures are piaced upon the state
level leaders. The emphasis in tunity for multiple courses in t0 support the education of
the programme is largely on trade basic literacy, vocational skills, workers as they form an impor-
union oriented subjects plus the education in arts and culture, ânt social and economic force
elements of liberal and social family life citizenship and health in the present society and hence
education. The programme does and education for participation deserve facilities and opportuni-
not however include provision in organizations. The curriculum of education. Industrialists
for literacy and vocational educa- is to be designed so as to libera- are expected to share their res-
tion or up-dating or retraining of lise the vocational and vocation- ponsibility by providing resources
skills. An other aspect of the alise the liberal education of and equipment and facilities as
work being done through state workers. the workers and their skills
and municipal corporations is in From what has been described affect the productivity. Worker
the form of centres, variously jn terms of what is being attempt- as adult is subject of interest
known as ‘Social Education Cen- edj jf can be sajd that in India to the adult educators who
tres’, ‘Adult Education Centres, Workers’ Education has been realise that greater contribu-
‘Community Centres’ or ‘Labour considered more specifically for tions can be made by the develop-
Welfare Centres’ located in urban the industrial wage earners. The ing discipline of adult learning in
industrial complexes. The main needs of workers in rural area programming of Workers’ Educa-
focus of the programmes in such have been covered mostly in tion. Judged from the point of
Centres is on general cultural general form under the nation purpose all these concerns seem
and recreational activities. wjde programme of community to be valid. But problems and

Trade unions in India have development and state initiated limitations of each, all the same
been engaged in creating agita- crafts training schemes. For the remain. For instance the union's
tional consciousness for organis- needs of ‘white collar’ workers in task of educating its members.
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presents a net-work of problems. problems of educating the educational endeavour it should
Workers want to know how to adults. have a place in the system of
express ihemselves, how to con- . . .  . education in any country. Funda-
duct meetings with orderliness Universities are relatively mental to Workers’ Education is
and fairness and express their better equipped having access learning or the modifications of
opinion. They need to have an to advanced knowledge and knowledge, skills, values and
understanding of the industrial facilities. But their experience to attitudes by worker as an adult,
organization system in which relate the advanced knowledge As such, it seems to have an
they are employed and share the directly with workers own experi- appropriate place with pro­
community concern in which they ence, and their concern with grammes dealt by adult education
live. They want to know how to facts of life is not without limita- agencies. As a functional con-
meet employer for negotiation, tions. The crux of the problem cept Workers’ Education is less a
present problems with dignity on is to cast the rigorously develop- question of ‘service’ or adminis-
bargaining tables. They need to knowledge of the universities tration by any state department 
know basic facts of economic, m usable mould for the workers biit should be considered as an
wages, job analysis, productivity and their leaders. essential and normal educational
and interpret their skills in the state be g t s opportunity for adult workers 
light of new technologicalprocess and *at a ttern similar to such opportunity made
They evince interest in the local F rvices f , he edFcation of available through schools to the
government and want to under- workers. But thg problem js pre-adults for education. Educa-
stand national and international what pattern should bF developed tion of workers is potentially
problems Workers want to to channelise the services? There a component of all domains
acquire skills m basic literacy or are several claimants, unions, throughout the workers life cycle
trade For one s individual aduit education organizations and as such Wl11 have to be m
growth and development they and universities. the realm of continuing education
seek retraining and updating of as against the terminal concept of
skills. These are basically the Workers’ Education being training or education.
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|  I g i g g f  One single WEAPON to fight all kinds of Educational ill is : j
^ H i

|  B S p S l  “ MEGH” marked Quality Roll-up Black Boards. I
i  Because they are useable in the Educational Institutions such as— 1

|  Pre-Primary, Primary, Secondary, College, Adult, Social, Welfare, |
§ Community Project, Block Development Centres, Zilla Parishad, |

Training Schools and Colleges.

They are highly useful for all branches of Education such as— I
i j g g H  Arts, Science, Medical, Technical, Engineering, Commerce, Chemical, I

ij Agricultural, Law & Defence.

..................•••It#,*...,!**!**. «
For testimonials and literature please write to:__ I

f i l l  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., j
Post Box No. 24., |

BARAMATI (Poona) INDIA. I
• U M II» ') !W !M W II  '* '« " » " • " »  • 1 1 1 1 !  . n r ' i n , , i , ;,,  r , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ,  |  r „ ,__________5
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Boom in U. S. Adult Education WCOTP Meeting on Education Permanente
In Los Angeles, there are more adults in night The WCOTP will organise a specialised meeting 

school than children and teenagers in day classes, on Education Permanente on August 8, in Van­
in the whole of the United States, an estimated couver, Canada this year. This will be followed by 
25 million adults—or one in five-take at least one another meeting of the invited participants to discuss 
educational course. About 10% of this number in more detail the issues discussed in the opening 
are enrolled in basi; education classes—learning to meeting. Dr. Roby Kidd, Chairman of the UNESCO 
read, write and calculate; the rest are taking advant- Adult Education Committee on Education Perma- 
age of the opportunities for “continuing education,” nanete will initiate the discussion on “Implications 
mainly for practical reasons, such as to boost their of Life Long Learning for the Teaching Profession.” 
job skills and improve chances for promotion. The meeting among others will be attended by

— UNESCO FEATURES Dr. Wilmer Bell of USA and Mr. Miguel Gaffud of
Philippines. Mr. Kwa Hagan, President, WCOTP 

Bengal Social Service League Committee on Adult Education will preside.
r , • , . Shri S.C. Dutta, Hony. General Secretary of the

The Bengal Social Service League which has Indian Adult Education Association has been invited 
completed 52 years of its existence undertook the t0 a(tend both the meetings. Shri Dutta js a mem_
following major activities during the last financial her of the WCOTP Committee on Adult Education, 
year.

Teachers Training . It organized 19 teachers- Certificate Course in Adult Education 
Training Courses in adult literacy and education— _. T . _ _ ,. . _ ,
5 in rural areas and 14 in urban areas. In all, 548 _  Onfari° Institute for Studies in Education,
men and women received the training. Toronto, Canada has organised a certificate course

„ ... . r> -j  ■„ . , , „ in Adult Education beginning from September 18,Publications : Besides its illustrated news for- this year. Xhe course fs desfgned to a‘sist mature
tnightly for neo-literates Chalti Jagat, the League people to carry out more effectively the responsibili- 
brought out a book an poultry and family Planning tie/ in which /hey are engaged. '
for neo literates. Persons employed in a responsible position in

Milk Distribution: About 200 mothers and adult education can apply for admission before
children which came for milk were taken in small August 20, this year. The course can be taken on a 
batches for talks and practical demonstration at full time or a part-time basis. The total fee is 8 300.00. 
West Bengal Council of Child Welfare. Particulars and application forms can be had from

Film Shows : Over 150 films on varied subjects the Department of Adult Education, Ontario Insti- 
like education, family planning, cooperation, health tute tor Studies in Education, 102 Bloor Street V est, 
and hygiene, etc. were shown to the adult education Toronto-5, Ontario, Canada 
trainees and social workers. FARMERS TRAINING......
University Adult Education Association (Continued ftom page 8)
New Members set aPart *or ensuring questions sent by the farms

. . . . groups. Recording teams should also be sent out to
The following have joined the University Adult the villages to record the voices of the farmers who 

Education Association: are advancing in H.Y.V.P.
1. Madurai University, Madurai Systematic evaluation at all stages should be an
2. Rabindra Bharati University, Calcutta important feature of the project. An attempt should
3. Ramjas College, University of Delhi, Delhi be made to determine the relative effectiveness of
4. Anwarul-Uloom College, (Evening Session) the various teaching methods and projects, singly

Mallapalli, Hyderabad and in combination. The evaluation should be
5. M.L.K. Degree College, Balrampur, Gonda, entrusted to a suitable and experienced agency.

(U.P.) The new approach to farmers training seeks to
fill the ‘communication gaps” that have been noticed 

Eyford Joins Rajasthan University in the extension programmes. This has become
A T - c - j i  possible primarily because the farmer sees in the

P p f- n  T l ? n ° l T h°  use of the new seeds and the attendant packagePlan Project Adviser at the Dep t. of Adult Educa- practices an unpreccdented opportunity for the
t.on University of Rajasthan Jaipur Mr. Eyford f e r m e n t  of his lot. If we have to make full me 
is Associate Professor and Assistant Director of of the farme|, s expenses for charge, mere!- producing 
the Dep t. of Extension at the University of Alberta, a programme overP the radio or giving talks to the 
Edmoniton, . farmers or even supplying them the tools and the

Before joining the University of Alberta, Pro- inputs would not be enough. Every aspect of the 
fessor Eyford had acted as Audio-Visual consultant extension programme and farmer’s education should 
to the Government of Iceland and was earlier with revolve around the agricultural production pro- 
the National Film Board of Canada, gramme, -Yoiana
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Regd. No. D-109

South-Pacific Commission and Adult Education 
in the South-Pacific Area

The South-Pacific Commission is an advisory and The major activity of the Centre since 1963 has 
consultant body set up in 1947 by the six govern- been the organisation of one year training courses in
mcnts then responsible for the administration of home economics for community work. The third of
island territories in the Pacific region (Australia, these courses concluded in September 1966. These
France, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United courses are being run in collaboration with the Food
Kingdom and the United States of America). The and Agricultural Organisation, the Australian Com-
partTcipation of the Netherlands Government ended mittee of the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, and
by the end of 1962 while the independent state of the Government of Fiji and were supported by the
Western Samoa was admitted as a participating sixth South-Pacific Conference which expressed the
Government in 1964. hope that training of an equivalent nature could be

The Commission’s purpose is to advise the parti- made available for men. 
cipating governments on ways of improving the well- The South-Pacific Commission has paid particular 
being of the Pacific Island territories. It is concerned attention to the field of youth work in the South-
with economic and social developments (including a Pacific and appointed a youth work officer who
broad programme related to general health problems) took up duties early in 1967. He will be concerned
in an area which stretches from the Mariana Islands mainly with training youth leaders, but his services
in the north to New Caledonia and Norfolk Island will be made available to territories in the South-
in the south and from the Tuamotu and Marquesas Pacific in an advisory capacity. A training course
Islands in the eastern Pacific to Papua and New for youth workers is planned to be held for one
Guinea in the west. month (August—September) possibly in French

In the social development programme of the Polynesia for the benefit of French speaking parti- 
Commission a good deal of attention is paid to adult cipants.
education, including language teaching, community The South-Pacific Conference has also given a 
education, home economics, library development and good deal of thought to the improvement of library
special work with youth. One of the majyr projects facilities throughout the South-Pacific regional area
in community education was the establishment of a and has included basic library training in the Com-
Commuaity Education Training Centre in Suva, Fiji. mission’s work programme. A nine weeks course
The S.P.C. Community Education Training Centre was held in Apia from August to October 1966
carries out a variety of activities and training pro- attended by English speaking participants from
grammes sponsored either separately or in combina- American Samoa, Fiji, the Cook Islands, Niue and
tion with governments, F.A.O. or the ‘East-West Western Samoa. It is proposed to hold a simi-
Centre.’ lar course for French speaking trainees in New

During 1966 the report of the Mission on Higher Caledonia in September of this year. The assistance
Education in the South Pacific, or the so-called of a specialist in specific bibliography, former Chief
‘Morris Report,’ was published. In this report Librarian of the Alexander Turnball Library in New
attention was paid to the contribution and possible Zealand, Mr. Clyde Taylor, has been secured and a
future place of the Community Education Training core bibliography of South-Pacific material is in
Centre in relation to the proposed regional university preparation,
at Laucala Bay in Fiji. The Morris report empha­
sizes in particular the role of the Centre as a link ________ _
between formal and informal education in the South- 
Pacific. In its 29th session the Commission gave j ust 0ut
serious consideration to the future Centre in relation “
to these recommendations. It is proposed that the The Implications of Continuous Learning
Centre be developed into a multi-purpose community f,y
education centre to provide training for extension. ^
welfare and youth workers, with the intention that y
the Centre eventually is to be incorporated as a per- price Rs 2.50 or §1,00 abroad
manent educational institution into the extra-mural
(or adult education) planning of the Fiji University. Can be had from ;
Plans are to be made in 1967 for the organisation in Indian Adult Education Association
1968 of a community education training course for , . - T n  . . .  ,
extension workers. 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi (India)

Printed and published by Dharm Vir for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. Indraprastha 
Marg, New Delhi. Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Chandm Chowk, Delhi.



I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f

ABULT EDUCATION
voi. xxvhi, sePt«mb«r 1967S No. 9

A D U L T  EDUCATION MUST BE ONE O F  

FUNCTIONS OF UNIVERSITIES
The President, Dr. Zakir Husain called on the Universities in India to add two more functions to their 

traditional functions. The two functions are: service to the community and adult education.

DELIVERING the convocation address of harden and the gulf between the people and the 
Bombay University on August 21, Dr. Husain intelligentsia tends to widen.” 
said “The traditional universities had three main

functions—teaching, research and the training for He referred to Mr. P.B. Gajendragadkar’s plea 
leadership in a few select fields. Modern universi- for the development of a nationwide university 
ties will have to continue and expand these functions movement of service to society and said: “I hope 
to cover all walks of life and to add two others: the Government will help through the provision of
service to the community and adult education.” needed resources and that this university would give

a valuable lead which would soon be adopted in all 
Dr. Husain stressed that universities must involve parts of the country.” 

themselves intensively in the study of national pro­
blems and in the implementation of programmes of Extension Dentt
community service or national development.

The President visualised the establishment of
Course In Citizenship strong extension departments in universities to look

... ... . ,  after such program m es o f com m unity contact and
“ These new activities will provide proper scope social or natio6nal service.

fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o t  re sea rch , m a k in g  te a c h in g

u T  reailtt!Cr ^ i ef Ci iVe Hnd ,crej-e in the s‘udenl These departments should also develop program-
“ 8 ° / nies of adult education. “Intensive drives have to

problems which will be a refreshing contrast to the be organised for liquidating mass illiteracy and 
apathy and ignorance that is now common,” he H e
said. ~—""----- -— ------ -—— --■[

Dr. Husain said that university students irrespec- Editorial Board
tive of their fields of study should be given a basic p r ^  $ Mehta
course in citizenship which would include a study of ‘ *
the freedom struggle, the Constitution with special ^hri Maganbhai Desai
reference to the principles enshrined in its preamble, Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
the new social order, we desired to create and the ^  y  A Koshv
problems and programmes of national development. ^  'p ° ̂ a^sem

Dr. Husain pointed out that the idea of social Published by
service being an integral part of education was first lndian Adult Education yjssoolaW; „.
adopted at the primary stage as au important facet 1 7 -B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi
of basic education. The Education Commission Annual Subscription
had recommended that it should now be made an r3. 8.00 : Foreign i so.
integral part of secondary and higher education as Single Copy Re. 1.00
well. “I fully share this view because it is really at
these stages that the white-collar attitudes tend to . ___



teachers and students in higher education can play a N a t i o n a l  S e m i n a r  i n  M y s o r e
valuable role in them.” J

.. , , ,  The Indian Adult Education Association is hold-
Dr. Husa.n said that if university teachers could . jts Na(jonai Seminar in Mysore from Octo-

meet this leadership in small seminars or groups and ber 15 t0 18 this year. The theme of the Seminar 
discuss with them the major issues facing the ccun- h  «Uti1isation Gf Schools for the Promotion of 
try and its programmes of development, the entire Adult Education.” 
character of Government policies, the quality of
public participation in them and the efficiency of The chief ExecutiVe Officer, Mysore State Adult
their implementation would be revolutionised. Education Council, Mysore has very kindly agreed

to look after the local arrangements of boarding and 
Joint Committees lodging, at the Administrative Training Institute,

He wanted students to be closely involved in the Lalitha Mahal Road, Mysore. The Institute will 
day-to-day management of affairs with which they also be venue for the Seminar and the Conference, 
were concerned, especially in the maintenance of All the delegates will be provided free lodging, but 
discipline and the creation of a climate of “confi- the boarding charges will be borne by the delegates 
dence, mutual respect and appreciation between them at Rs 7/- per day per delegate.
and the teachers.” _ , , . ~  ,

The Railway Board has given the non-official
Dr. Husain felt that the appointment of joint delegates the concession of “Single Fare for Double

committees of teachers and students in all institu- Journey.”
tions of higher education, which had been recom- . .
mended by the Education Commission and the The 21st All India Adult Education Conference 
Vice-Chancellor’s conference, might go a long way in will also be held in Mysore. The two day conference 
achieving this. “ It deserves implementation on a will begin on October 20.
priority basis, he ,.aid. All Educational Workers connected with Adult

Dr. Husain said that he regarded these pro- Education are entitled to attend the Seminar and the 
grammes of reconstruction of higher education as Conference. To secure accomodation, to receive 
extremely urgent and significant. “ We have no railway concession certificate and to receive reading 
time to lose. ° The next five or 10 years will probab- material, the intending participants are requested to 
ly be the crucial period in our history and the future send delegation fee of Rs 5/- per delegate for the 
of the country will depend very largely on what we Seminar and the Conference separately by Septem- 
do or fail to do in this period. In its turn, this will ber 20, 1967, to the Hony. General Secretary, Indian 
largely depend upon what happens or does not Adult Education Association, 17 B„ Indraprastha 
happen in education and especially in higher educa- Marg, New Delhi, 
tion.”

Quoting Mr. Nehru’s convocation address at years of independence?”
Allahabad University in which he had said: “If the . r
universities discharged their duties adequately then He was inclined to ^attribute this failure to the 
it is well with the nation and the people.” Dr. absence of the proper type of educational leader- 
Husain said: “I am afraid that at the present ship. “Ideas are important no doubt. But they 
moment, all is not well with the universities nor are cannot be effective unless there is an adequate 
thev in a position to discharge their duties ade- number of competent and dedicated individuals who
auatelv ” can stand behind tbem and helP thera t0 take root>
4 '  to grow, to flower and to bear fruit. Money is,

Teachers’ Duty indeed, important. But it cannot necessarily create
such workers. The crucial need is the right type of 

“ It is therefore, a programme of the highest leaders and if it exists, the required funds will be 
priority to develop higher education on proper lines. fOUnd or ways would be discovered to achieve the 
This depends to some extent on the Government, desired objectives even with meagre material 
But it largely depends on you, the present genera- resources.” 
tion of teachers and students,” he said.

, , _ . Large Intelligentsia
“What we need most urgently therefore is a . *

revolution in education which can trigger off the Dr. Husain said that the large-scale reconstruc- 
ultur d, economic and social revolution we need.” tion of national life which we envisaged could be

accomplished only with the help of an intelligentsia
He asked: “Why is it that we have not yet been of adequate size and competence and of deep corn- 

able to spark off this revolution whose need and refitment to the service of the masses and the deve-
1 nportance  are  universally granted even in the 20 lopment of the nation.
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Why should Universities Engage in Adult
Education?

Ieuan Hughes
Director o f Extra-Mural Studies, University o f Hong Kong

I. What is meant by “ University (iii) The wide and varied field of to his own knowledge and 
Adult Education”? general Extra-Mural educa- experience of life and question
atvtttt FHnratinn” ! ,«  a tion. Very often these three assumptions. This is a challenge44 A different meanina for are the responsibility of one to any teacher and imaginatively

almos?t everfrerson J to  sePa^  ^  “  ^ p a r t-  ^  ^  ** ^
uses the term. Generally speak- ment usually called Extra- f Fvtra Mnml
ing it includes all forms of Mural Extension or Adult The content of an Extra-Mural
education for adults; it therefore Educafion The nature of programme
has a multiplicity of facets and category ana the The range is enormous and
confusion arises because the term balance between them will agajn each University must
is often used just to cover one or eac^ University decide on the priorities for its
other of these. Here we are depending on the needs of community though each commu-
concerned with University adult "ic communities they serve njt wj]j probably need some-
education; this usually falls with- ~  . basically adult educa- thing from each sector. The pro­
in one of three main categories:— bon is a social service. The gramme consists of specially

(i) -Adult Education-as ai, ao.de- ?h” s K ar"” re te tina

” L “ h PL  uTuaUy’ia S r  ”a Mural^fa “ w nee*corated into a regular n!1' ‘ Jt *? Extra-Mural in and student development mpo ra iea  in to  d regular the  sense tfaat , t ,s an  adult
graduate o r  post-graduate education provision, appro-
degree or diploma pro- priate to a University, Extra-Mural teaching is not
gramme -this is the area of intended primarily for those held caplive by University svlla-
adult education training and who are beyond the walls, buses or confined to the subjects

research. i.e. outside the community taught within the University—its
(ii) Part-time Degrees (Diplomas of the University—in other duty is to discover and meet the

or Certificates). Here the words the public at large. educational needs of the adult
adult attends either community. It has therefore to
(a) the regular courses but Immediately there are strik- develop and utilize the resources

takes fewer p/a and ing comparisons with the under- both within and without the
therefore longer to graduate student. The Extra- University through, e.g. a judi-
complete his degree or Mural student is an adult the cious use of part-time tutors. In

(b) classes specially amount of whose formal educa- addition to University staff there
arranged, usually in tion, usually well behind him, is huge reservoir of talent and at
the evenings or during varies enormously; he is a part- hand in the community who
vacation time, which time student who comes quite have had a University, or equiva-
either repeat or are voluntarily. The programme lent training, e.g. teachers,
similar to the regular offered must therefore be suffi- members of most profession,
courses. Again the ciently interesting and relevant Government officers, business-
degree takes longer to to make him want to come in men, housewives with degrees,
complete and may not the first place, and the lecturer etc., whose experience frequently
have the same stand- needs to give both satisfaction equips them especially to help,
ing. and dis-satisfaction in order to but who, often, can only be
The American credit ensure that he continues—satisfy- available part-time.
system lends itself ing in that he knows he’s had The Department gives shape 
readily to this provi- something worthwhile and dis- and form and ensures the Uni-
sion which is often satisfying in that he realizes the versity quality in all provision,
described as “ Exten- necessity to come back for more which can jnch,de (these are not
sion” as it more —an educational experience of formai 0r rigid divisions—more
literally ‘extends’ the no mean significance. This is a 0f a convenience for description):
University’s normal severe pragmatic test of any
programme to a wider programme. As an adult he (a) General Subjects— i e. liberal
range of people. will seek to relate what he hears studies, the humanities,
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social sciences, medicine, intensive, residential. recognized from the start both
mathematics and the scien- (d) study Tours, Radio, T.V., within and without the Univer-
ces, architecture, engineer- Correspondence. sity), if possible at professional
ing, electronics, international , level, and take his full place in
affairs; local studies, etc. (e) F ■ ah|e ' r  dfifirn,P University organisation and

(b) Leisure-Cultural subjects- Dioloma Deeree tawarded affairs along with his fellow heads
Music and the Arts: Litera- •!{?l0nua' * u § ree }awa[ded of department.
ture: Creative Writing: The either by the department or Tf tiie worv n •. ;
Cultural inheritance. he Unive, sity), outside countrv it is nrnhablv imnncsiqualifications e.g. profes- a country it io probably ltnpossi-

(c) Languages, the national and sional examinations, external ble to get a local person with
essential local languages: degrees. experience to stait it off: in
foreign languages. f varies from intrndnc- which case it is not difficult to

(d) Vocational and Professional ’ tory t highly specialized get ^  exPerienced person from
Studies These include pie- p o s^ ad u a fe  w or?  outside on can or secondment
paration for a wide variety „  . . , , to lay the foundations working
of professional qualifications Training—if only in service and along side local people (and
and examinations as well as Department s own staff then to move out). This is
specially created courses to and part-time tutors is an invaluable for, where they are
meet local vocational and essential departmental responsi- unknown. Extra-Mural pro­
professional needs—the baity. In this way the reservoir grammes are almost impossible
University has often a ° ’ ess.ential expertise and experi- to visualise, but once started and
pioneering role here, in the- en°f 1S ^udt uP>/°r tjlls 1S highly on the ground the impact is
absence of which urgently skilled and specialized work—all immediate and the work grows
required provision is either caP ,on ^ effectively rapidly.
no, made o, fall, into made- ^ s T a ff Z fu S T h o u M  a“ o A" h° “Sb a- impressive slar, 
quate hands. Groups served ,,  Y “ “ S tit educators con be made by only one person,
in this may include teachers ?e ,,Ziiv fnH ». S  additional staff will be required 
(who constantly need Un,' V c t o i f  the work is really to develop
refresher and up-grading ^npramme teacher training and acquire soijdjty- They too
courses covering both the programme.  ̂ _ should have the same status as
latest in subject material and Research is another essential internal University staff. Ade-
in methodology) lawyers, —in a sense it is a vital part of quate clerical assistance is another
accountants, doctors, police, the day to day work, for the necessity—but relatively inexpen-
civil servants, planners, and setting up and evaluation of sive.
people engaged in a variety each course is in itself a piece of Finance is a matter for local 
of levels in industry, busi- research. But broader and more consideration but in all South­
ness, commerce, agriculture specialised research-both action East Asian department at the
and voluntary and public and pure research-m ust not lag moment the programmes are
^v ices. behind. So much requires to self.supporting students’

(e) Topics o f the Days. be done re. e.g. needs, motiva- fees), only full-time staff, office
Social and economic pro- tl0n» methodology, adult learning accommodation etc. falling on
blems and issues: current etc. Some of this can be mcor- the University budget. This then
affairs: subjects of public porated into a degree programme, can Ee a cheap, even profitable,
concern. but one way or another, it must service rendered by the Univer-

The Form o f provision. The be d°De” sity> though is vital to ensure that
variety and flexibility of approach Organization. Essentially, Ex- policies are based on educational
is so considerable that tailor- tra-Mural provision should be rather than financial considera-
made provision can be designed made through a special and tions. It is certainly true to say
for all possible contingencies separate Department. In any that nowhere in the field of
e g ._ w case it needs to bfe under the education can so much be done,

Retmlar classes weeklv or direction of a person for whom for so many, by so few, for so
(a) a S X ' T & J T S - :  ,his is a full' lime ^possibility, little,otnerwise, lectures, «ciures §uch an appointment is the real

cum discussion 01 d ons- take-off point for it means exclu- What are the Uses and Values
stration sive commitnient and involve- of Extra-Mural Work?

(b) Tutorials, seminars, the ri ment, a continuing repository for These questions have been
•teach in’ symposium, group experience and expertise and a asked and answered many times
methods, role playing. clear focal point for activity and and there now exists a mass of

(c) Public lectures, short or long f development. The ‘director’ concrete evidence from widely
courses -weekly, day time, 1 should have high academic status differing countries which attests
evening weekend, vacation, (so that the value of his work is to the unique value of Extra-
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Mural work as a major factor in general, specialized, or pro- the mysteries of the phy-
a nation s constructive progress fessional education, so that sical universe? Is it good
and development. (Consider e.g.: they may keep abreast of that such people should be
I. (a) Carr-Saunders Commission new thought in their own brought face to face with the

on University Education in fields of interest and work; fundamental, moral, social
Malaya: that the universities should and political problems of
“A university is first and influence educational and our times, and should be
foremost a seat of learning, cultural activity in their encouraged to think about
a society of teachers and countries at all levels; that such problems clearly and
students, whose prime func- it is in the interests of the dispassionately? Is it good
tion is to transmit the store universities themselves that that their under-standing
of knowledge and to add to through extra-mural activity should be deepened, and
it, and whose research is their existence and work their range of enjoyable
organically interdependent should become widely experience enlarged by the
with its teaching. But the known and valued in their study of the great creative
life and activities of an territories, and that by the masterpieces of literature,
academic society are not same means they themselves music and art?
all enclosed, or are not best should learn how best to If these things are good,
enclosed, within the walls relate their own work to extramural teaching is good,
of its physical habitation. the needs of their own com- for these are the things
The community at large en- munitics; that unless the which extra-mural teaching
dows the University with universities establish close sets out to accomplish.”
free time for intellectual and friendly relations with if nfI,or
work of a kind which must the people of their terri- Some other factors
belong sustained in order tories their stag’s and alumni tU Spreads the University’s
to be effective, and which may become a divisive influence and services far
therefore seldom yields an rather than a unifying beyond the campus (by the
immediate economic return. influence.” use of Resident organising
The endowment imposes on (c) Quotation from “The Uni- staff or branch centres it
the University obligations vlrsities and Adul[ Educa- ever
which may sometimes seem tion” published by the ? ery ,, ct ot a couatry
to conflict with one another, Universities Council of “  " f 11? serv?f . ext^f"
since they involve both a Adult Education ( U.K. ) murally by one University
a certain withdrawal from 196T or anotfier) and> invariably,
the dust and sweat of the ’ to numbers far in excess of
struggle for existence and ‘"If the question be asked, internal student enrolment,
at the same time a reaching What is the value of extra- ft can thus also ease the
out for new and ever- mural provision?” We can pressure on the regular Uni-
widening contacts with the best answer by a series of versity provision,
community. If these con- further questions. It is a (2) Provides a two-way channel
tacts are not energetically good thing that people of mutual benefit to Uni-
sought and appropriately should have the opportun- versity and the Community:
organized, there is a danger ity. "of as full-time students reduces the gap between
that the academic society but in the midst of them: takes University into
may degenerate into an in- tbe,r dady avocations not the community and brings
tellectual caste.” as raw undergraduates but the community into the

(b) Raybould summarising As- as ™ature and experi- University. Deepens he
quith and Elliot reports on cnced .men and women- of community’s awareness,
African University develop- acquiring a better under- understanding and appre-
ment: * standing of themselves, and ciation of the University—

„ ot rights and duties as indi- for whom informed public
i  „ u  i, y viduals, workers and citi- support is often crucial.
IfuM tim e!  £ by zens? ° f extending their (It also does wonders for
tiln  w T  ♦ ?uty duca'  acquaintance with the his- the University’s “Image.”)
S t v ^  bad ° otthe oppor- tory and present organiza- (3) Provides channels for the
shnuiH thr, V’ a? d ^  10 tion of the society in which Universities to pass on to
thp rhanpp given they live and of other so- appropriate elements in ihe
mnrsi Hncoi?. ex tra ' cieties in other parts of the community results of recent
nf „ «r f ’ ’M3-1 world? Of securing some research, thinking and addi-

a r kind should insight into the great adven- tions to knowledge as well
be provided tor people who ture of the human mind in as its general fund of know
have already had a good its attempts to penetrate ledge.
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(4) It is of value to the Univer- thus encourages construe- side with the preserva-
sity staff—develops their tive flexibility and adapt- tion of what is best in
teaching skill (no better ability; in continually chang- their traditions and
‘ training” school, in fact): ing circumstances, culture.
provides opportunity to (9) Extra-Mural provision at- 3. • Direct literacy work and 
reach what they are inter- tracts and caters for the basic education is not a
ested in; to consider their vital "thinking elements” University function—it
subjects from an interdisci- in the community—never would be a waste of time

,, plinary point of view: to many, they provide the and talent: (but see Bang-
re-evaluate their work and leaders and sub leaders, the kok Conference and
research by contact with leaven in the loaf, essential ASPBAE Seminar—New
mature minds and assess its to constructive progress and Delhi)
relevance to contemporary stable growth. 4. Great though the needs of
societ): a class can frequen- (10) Extra-Mural provision is the mass are, even more
tly be utilized for research contemporary and up to vital and continuously ur-
erquiry or as a human date—has to move with the gent is the need for well
laboratory. times and meet existing informed, imaginative con-

(5) Enables alumni as well as situations: must always be structivc, critical thinking
jq gĵ gj-0 their know- alert and to meeting new and action in the middle

ledge and experience and needs in the community as and top sections of society,
so avoid beine cut off in well as catering for recog- for this is where the leader-
water tight compartments nized gaps in educational ship must be given if change
from the general com- provisions, and being root- is to take place let alone be
mimity. ed in a University, in so successful and realistic.

doing ensures shape, disci- This is a target area especi-
(6) It also harnesses the talent pline, standards and con- ally appropriate for univer-

in the community by involv- tinuity in study. sities‘ through the Extra-
ing it, part-time, in the (j]) Brings problems and issues Mural provision,
extra-mural provision (teach- 0f the day into the arena of 5. We can expect students to
ing) and giving it practical rational discussion under be vocationally orientated
form, standards and con- trained and experts minds— and to seek programmes
tinuity. provides meeting place for which lead to an improve-

(7) Provides much needed informed exchange of views ment or job or earning pro-
opportunities not ottfy for and knowledge between, spects- promotion etc
those who have missed out e.g , decision makers, lay- Considerable vocational
educationally (i.e the raa- man and skilled ‘ brains -  provision therefore neces-
joritv of adults in a deve- be they academics or others sary (though, of course, not
loping community) but also with specialised experience at the sacrifice of balance)
for those who have had edu- or information. but this needs to be
cation but need refresher, HI. Factors affecting the Develop- mannower ^needs^ this
upgrading, updating, rene- ment of University Adult Educa- ann l i e s  narticuhrlv to Dart-

,ioni" As,“ s s - s s s n s t e K
all continually eetline out We ,ive in a raPld,y grow‘ There 1S a,s0 l.he 8rave
of date) This is of narti ing society in which tradi- danger of education being
eular significance in a Stua- tional skills and knowledge, confused with the mere
tion of rapid social econo- whatever them merit, have acqu.s.tion of paper qual.fi-
mic change for it is the (se) bec»meu outdated and as a cations, or hat extra-mural
adults who have to carry result the bulk of the popu- provision adds unnecessan-
the community on their ,atl0E 1S’ in tbe ctontT  ^  to the proliferation of
backs over the decades that porary sense educationally paper ^qualifications,
it takes to educate and 1,1 equipped and under 9. The aims, must therefore
train the young throligh tht privileged and the core of be to produce minds capable
formal education system. o!dcr tfa'nf,d taleEt <c kan of ^ch o n in g  m an area ofon is pitifully small. rapid change—this means

(8) Develop a sense of social 2. The need therefore is to more than the acquisition
responsibility and purpose develop and transmit (a) of information, techniques
in the students not merely new knowledge, skills, and know-how or even the
by direct teaching but by understanding and values, principles underlying these,
its approach and atmos- (b) a constructive compre- but the desire and ability
phere: l eaches how, rather hension of new national to continue their acquisi-
than mhat, to think and values and needs side by tion by self effort
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Educational Planning in the Industrialized Countries"
By Malcolm S. Adiseshiab

WHEN vve talk of education rities, yet they demand immediate repeatedly in these countries:
and national development, attention. And the development “Education has become too
cur thoughts turn away problems of the industriakzed important to be left to the educa-

from Europe to Asia, Africa and countries, like those of all coun- tor.'’ Education is going to be
Latin America, the areas where tries, involve fundamentally and planned for a variety ot reasons
education is battling the dire centrally the education system If educators do not plan educa-
enemies of development— through which the accumulated tion, it will be planned by the 
poverty, hunger, ignorance and experience of the human race is technocrat and the amateur
disease, where the comparatively not only preserved and trans-
poor three-quarters of humanity, mitted, but also renewed and Planning—a Tool, not a Master
despite their struggle for advance- restored, and education is no less This does not mean that plan-
ment are growing comparatively fundamental to their solution... njng js substitute fer innovation—
poorer. Why this neglect of I believe the contribution the out-pouring of the free human
Europe, of industrialized ^hich education is making to spirit. Nor does it mean that
societies? development in industrialized from somewhere up atop, deci-

countries can and should be sions on education will be handed
Dimension of the Problem radically increased—by a delibe- down. Educational planning is

Perhaps because of the termi- rate effort to respond more ade- a tool, not a master h  simply
nology we use in referring to quately to three sets of growth enables the alternative educa
so-called “developed” countries, problem: the economic problems tonal Paths>. » h'ch ®*{“ ns “J  
perhaps because that terminology of san a tio n  and underdevelop- tent with national objectives to
expresses a kind of deep-rooted ment. technological unemploy- be set forth dearly and so PF°
belief that these societies have me.nt and , under-employ men vieies a rational b a a s l d*c; on
™1vpH all their reallv serious and skl11 shortages; the social by the appropriate authorities.

ui«tv,o in Wnmim* rnmnnra- problems of community wastes, Its necessity follows the recogni-
?• , rirh and in erowine use of leisure, youth and special tion that in the complex demand
steadilv comparatively richer we education; and the international and supply relationships that
tend to d £ S »  the role of thdr Problems of economic equity comprise education the markettend to ducuss tnc roie or tne.r Deace mechanism is incapable of func-
educational systems almost exclu- pe , tioninir ademutelv and can
sively in terms of past achieve- Such an increased contribu- tlon’“|  n o a S a n c e  that any-
mentsand historical models for tion imposes a number of cons- ^Dtimum investment
others to follow. We sometimes traints on educational systems. *h “ | , ° R  nwh t „re lhece
forget that the process ofdeve- It is these constraints and the will be reached. W hat are these
lopment poses for the indus- adequacy of response to them ^ a n d  a"d sl'Pp‘L , ooh ,
trialized, highly-advanced quarter that will determine, for indus- Jm^nv^enf^isouisedunemrloy-
of our globe a whole new series trialized countries and indeed ^ ^ k f f l  ’ shortages bulging
of problems, no less urgent for the entire world, the perspee-
because they are more complex, tive of the future. seCtor demands and reconcilia-
no less dramatic because the The first imperative that (he ticn of a)j these production
goals are more difficult to define, industrialized country faces is constraints with the all important
and no historical models exist to the planning of education. Too demands of consumption educa-
help in defining them. long, jn tbese countries, has tjon But this is rot a]j.

These problems are often planning been dismissed as a ' f Pf,nratif.nsli
different from those faced at socialist fantasy or something jn
earlier stages of development; smacking of underdevelopment. planning mus . .
they call no less imperatively fo{ It has been held that unplanned ^ lu*bi^ e T eCo™ ° ic

S 3 E . “ i £ ! ?  p S & S S  thaMhe
ditecion than of competing ptio- S S S S .

---- * BxtractZfromthe opening adthet. misleading slogans how belong, ' X m K n c e  rmd Im ita tio n ,
given by the Deputy Director-General I hope, entirely to the past in the increased payoffs to educa-
of Unesco on 12 June 1967 to the Fin- the industrialized countries I, the increased PJ-V 11. , , .
nish Educational Planning Seminar for one, take seriously the omi- tional investment in the t c -p
organized by the Finnish National nar-irihrase o f Clemenceau’s regions of an industrialized u-lin-
Commission for Unesco and Seinajoki nous paraptirase oi Giemenceau s e n\
Summer University. memorable words heard (Continued on pag Hn
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SEM INAR Wfl 
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\ T present, the importance of schools and school A draft working paper for the National Seminal1̂
teachers for the development of adult education Readers are requested to send their comments by *
is being strongly emphasized. The Education it before the Seminar begins.

Commission has recommended that “Educational 
institutions of all types and grades should be en­
couraged and helped to throw open their doors able blue-print of action for utilizing the present 
outside the regular working hours to provide such school system for adult education, 
courses of instruction as they can to those who are
competent and desirous of receiving education.” 6. Educational institutions could also organise

courses which could help people to understand and
2. In ancient India, tradition had accorded to solve their and country’s problem. Self-help and

the schools and school teachers, a place of great community action needs to be the watchward ot our 
eminence. The Gurukuls, Maths, Ashramas, Path- present educational reconstruction. The existing 
salas, Maktabas and Madrassas were not only educa- schools should be transformed into centres of com- 
tional centres for children and adolescents but also “ unity life, awakening adults to their latent abilities, 
sources of authority to which king, courtiers and instilling in them correct attitudes which could help 
common folk could turn for advice on problems them to discharge their new civic responsibilities, 
confronting them. We should attempt to orientate the present school to

become a positive agent of social progress. The
3. Today, when the Education Commission has nef  of. ‘he m°me"t i s ‘hat “the school should not 

called for “a drastic reconstruction, almost a revolu- only f u,de a"d dlfect the P inea l, mental. social and 
lion” in Indian education, the situation demands moral growth of boys and girls, but a so improve 
of the schools and school teachers to provide the the quality of community life. It should concern 
leaven of new knowledge, new values, new skills itself with the happiness, welfare and success of the 
and a new pattern of social behaviour and personal Pe°P ,their ^creation and amusement, their health 
conduct. The school must become not only centre for anc tdeir occupational success.
the education of the children but centre for the educa- „ _ , .  , . .. . . .
lion of the entire community. It should not only ]■ To achieve these objectives it is necessary 
cater for children but also for out-of-school youth tdat each sch°°I should have a staff member speci- 
and adults and should take a hand in preparirg designated for adult education. I should be
youth and adults and civic leaders for civic responsi- h,s Jo1?’ collaboration with h.s colleagues to 
kjjjt r organise educational programmes for adults. In

short, attempts should be made to make the school 
. serve the national need of educating adults and pro-

4. The present school system should give vide them with competencies and skills for greater 
serious thought to the suggestion of the Kothari an(j better production and for efficient running of 
Commission, which calls tor the creation of a 0ur democratic structure of society.
parallel system of education to provide adults with
opportunities for taking the same certificates, dip- g. To serve in this role the curriculum of the 
lomas and degrees as regular students in schools and primary and secondary schools in each community 
colleges. It would be worthwhile for the Seminar should be designed in whatever ways are necessary 
to deliberate on this suggestion and make concrete to enable it to serve the need of children and adults 
proposal for its implementation. living in that community. It should be endeavoured

to build and maintain a dynamic curriculum for the
5. The Committee of Members of Parliament schools so that a link between the school and life in 

on Education has recommended that “Part-time and the community should be established. Side by side, 
own time education should be developed on a large- a concept of education should be accepted, which 
scale at every stage and in all sectors and given the does not separate elementary, secondary, higher 
same status as full-time education.” Based on this secondary, university and adult education but makes 
suggestion the Ministry of Education has worked out them part of a continuous and inter-related pattern 
a proposal for the organisation of part-time courses of growth and change. The concept of lifelong 
of study as Pilot projects (Printed separately in this learning should pervade all our discussion.
issue). It would be worth our while to examine this
proposal so that the Seminar is able to prepare a suit- 9. Some of the adult education programmes
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b
i M  in Mysore from October 15, is published below. 11. To facilitate proper discussion, it is suggest-
I October, 1967 to enable the Director to finalise ed that the entire theme be discussed under the four

broad questions given below, keeping in view the 
points mentioned above.

which the school can undertake are:— Points for Discussion
1. What can be the role of schools in the pro-

(i) Community living and leadership. motion of adult education in India in the present
(ii) Literacy education. rapidly changing needs of the country?

(iii) Continuation Education for young adults-
who have not completed primary or 2. What specific measures need to be taken to 
secondary education. utilize the schools for the promotion of adult

(iv) General Adult Education, like family education? 
planning, folk music, civic affairs, agricul
tural innovations. 3. What is the extent to which the school could

(v) Vocational Education like tailoring, undertake educational programmes for adults and
bricklaying. out-of-school youth as part of their normal work

(vi) Women’s Education-Child care, health and what adjustments need to be made in the exist-
and Hygiene. ing pattern of school system to make it serve the

(vii) Programmes for community improvement national need of educating adults and youth for
(viii) Programmes for personal advancement development?

and upgrading^of Education.
4. What should be the organisational, adminis-

10. The Seminar may also spend sometime to trative, financial and other changes necessary to 
discuss about the training and orientation of school make adult education programmes a normal respon- 
teachers for adult education work. sibility of the school system?

Unesco Fellows Visit Association Selman Elected CAAE President
Three UNESCO fellows from Turkey visited the R ° r;. Gjrdo" R- Selman, Director of University 

headquarters of the Indian Adult Education Associa- " tension of the University of British Columbia,
tion on August 25, 1967. They had discussions with !f? t^ 1 ? Asioc,,?,,on
the staff of the Association on various adult educa- , c a t l I Meetmg held on
tion programmes carried out by the Association in Artt *. at, t îe Centenni3* College of Applied 
this country. They also explained about the literacy Ar%and Technology in Scarborough 
campaigns carried out in their country. According • J he Gan?d,an. Association for Adult Education
to 1965 census the literacy percentage in Turkey was ' ' L w  ' I°[untarfy’ non;Pr°fit. educational
49 ner cent * organization speaking for continuing education in

v ' ' Canada.
Sarvshri Akyal, Kolukisa and Pekgoz are on a _  Ottawa Conference

tour of India to study the adult education pro- .„The Community Planning Association .of Canada 
grammes under UNESCO Fellowship. w,u hold a conference in Ottawa, Ontario from

October 8 to 11 this year. The theme is “Man in his 
Special General Meeting of UAEA Community—Todays’ challenge.”

Just Out
The University Adult Education Association will Educational Institutions

hold its Special General Meeting on September 12, and
1967 at 5.30 p.m. at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi to Adult Literacy
consider the report of the Secretaries and the plan (Report of the ASPBAE Seminar, New Delhi, 1966) 
of future work. Price r s. 7.00, § 1.00 or 7 s.

Published by :—
The meeting will also elect the Office-bearers and Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education

Executive Committee members of the Association. 17-B, Jndraprastha Marg, New Delhi.

s
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Educational Planning in the Industrialized Countries

0Continued from page 10)

tiy with the reed to develop the Italy uses them to make up for a alized countries as part of their 
backward areas and the nation’s shortage of secondary schools; educational policy and planning,
poverty pockets... Japan to provide further educa- The curriculum must be con'.inu-

tion for young people who have ously adjusted to meet the new 
In all educational planning full-time jobs; and Washington and different interests represented

there is one risk. In the absence County (Maryland) in the Unit- by their expanding school popu-
of planning, I should add, this ed States is using six channels of lation. It must provide for the
risk becomes a certainty. The closed-circuit television through- incorporation of new knowledge
risk is that a given strategy out the school day to make ex- and for reinterpretation and re-
with its priorities for action might pert teachers available in the orientation of the existing corpus,
sacrifice what is most fundamen- classrooms, where otherwise their It must enable the identification
tai to all education—its content specialities would not be taught and nurturing of individual and
and quality. In the last resort, as well. unusual talent. It must mobilize
what justifies the high invest- the wealth of knowledge and
ments in education prevalent in A number of courses have experience of the teaching pro- 
industrialized countries and what always been considered necessary fession in the planning and exe-
makes education a dynamic fac- to general education courses— eution of these tasks,
tor of growth and development namely mathematics, history and
is quality as well as quantity, the science—not merely because of Indeed it is time for the very
s'andards of education as well as their practical value but also and machinery for continous reform,
the output in numbers. primarily because of their contri- revision and updating of the con

bution to the individual student’s tent, the teaching techniques and
Referring to the serious migra- culture and mental discipline. the learning methods of educa­

tion of talent and skill—the This means that in contrast to tion to be provided in every
“brain-drain”—from Britain to my own school days, when langu- industrialized country. Such
the United States, (it is estimated age and literature were compul- machinery must rely for its subs-
that 20 percent of the annual sory and a choice had to be made tance and technical guidance on
output of 2,000 Ph. D. scientists between science and mathematics the research work and potential
so emigrate), Quintin Hogg, or history and arts, there is ne<d of the universities. The univer-
Minister of Science in the previ- today for the educationist to re- sity tradition of being in the
ous Government, declared in the examine the content of general vanguard of human knowledge,
February debate in the British education In view of the diver- probing into the unknown and
House of Commons: “Our only sity of life and complexity of pro- providing stimulation for young
prospect (to counter this outflow) blems confronting contemporary inquiring minds, as well as an
is excellence in everything, politi- man, why should not courses associatian and inter-action bet-
cally, socially, economically and which have greater practical value ween different disciplines, places
technologically. Three broad and increasing social meaning be the university and its research
conditions are necessary for that. evolved to deal with these pro- resources for educational and
A first-class system of primary blems and likewise be considered scientific content and methods in
education is the first.” And that compulsory. These matters have a key position. And as the por-
is where educational planning been under discussion long tals of the university open out to
begins. enough, now for over a century the community on the one hand,

and a quarter. Grundtvig started and industry and governmental
The price of quality is eternal the debate in 1840 In Denmark. research establishments on the

vigilance. The continuing break- Is it not time that they should other, the resulting cross fertiliza-
th roughs in content and methods pass from the desirable to the tion can only enhance the service
in many subjects make it vital to necessary and from there on to of the universities to the reform
up-date teaching programmes being considered compulsory, just movement in education,
in schools and colleges. The as elementary education itself has
methods of learning and the Pas?ed fr°m being considered This contribution of universi- 
techniques of instruction are also desirable, to necessary and now ties is part of a larger contribu-
undergoing rapid change and to bein8 compulsory? tion that they must make to
need similar evaluation and up- . growth in the industrialized coun­
dating Referring to the use of I he Machinery for Innovation tries. And that contribution is
new media by industrialized coun- More generally, curriculum to humanize technology, to 
tries, Wilbur Schramm describes reform and development require ensure that growth serves its
the development in graphic terms. the urgent attention of industri- objective, which is man.
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PROPOSAL TO UTILIZE SCHOOLS FOR THE PROMOTION
OF ADULT EDUCATION

Introduction area using the curriculum and the resources of the

ELIMINATION or reduction of adult literacy, community, 
though crucial, is not susceptible to simple
approaches. Rather the process is a lengthy (4) To prepare text-books based on the curri- 

and complex one, the ultimate goal being the culum evolved. The text books for the children and
improvement of self and of community living and the adults may be the same except the Primer and the
not merely the ability to recognise and pronounce Language Reader I. The assumption is that
word symbols. ~ vocabulary presentation ar d conduct depth may be

different for adults and children in the case of these 
Thus, while mechanical devices such as radio, two-text books; in subsequent books, perhaps these

television, molion pictures, and the like might be can be the same. But this assumption will also have
effective educational aids to education, their contri- to be tested.
bution becomes significant only when applied by , . .
properly trained persons, i.e. teachers—and used to (5) To involve professional teachers’ association 
impart instruction according to a functional curricu- m lending their influence and resources for accele- 
lums rating educational development in the country.

Unhappily, the focus of teacher training through- The project will have a built—in evaluation 
out the world is limited to working with children service, to evaluate the programme from time to time 
and youth and in a formal situation. Similarly, in addition to the final evaluation, 
the conventional curriculum of elementary and
secondary education is frequently geared to passing Basic Assumption
examinations rather than towards equipping the r_. , . . . . .  . ..
student to participate in community improvement. ^  ie basic assumptions or this proposal are.

The mass of adult illiterates even within one . 0 )  That the village orcommunity school must
country, region or culture, presents a staggering be seen on the part of both governmental au hor.n^ 
variety of dimensions which call for special per- and. individuals living m the community as a.rest u cc 
spectives and competencies for which teachers designed to aid in the development o ' 
normally are not completely prepared. On the other community not merely the formal education of the 
hand, since the problem is one demanding profes- ^oys and ®ir s attending tbe schools, 
sional competence in education, the trained teacher is . . , . , r . ,<fo „ -most nearly prepared -and is readily available (2) T h^  the curriculum developed for boys and 
agent to perform the essential task with further gi/ls must be so clorely related to he actual needs 
appropriate orientation. Fortunately in India, the of the community m which they will live the rest of 
pattern of basic education accepted as national policy bves, that the education they receive wi 1
provides enough basis for trying out on an expert- PreParc then? t0 be productive workers effective 
mental basis a project which will use school as the tarr,dy members, and con.nbuting members to 
centre for improving community life and for the community lire, 
eradication of illiteracy. (3) For improving the community life, both 

The objectives of the project which will be of 5 ‘hi,dren and adolescents who are students, their 
years duration and will be tried in 4 States (28 teJacheJ s a?d the,r Parents Wl11 work jointly using 
schools in each State) are:— educational processes.

(1) To develop curriculum for the elementary^- Operational Procedures 
secondary school which are related to the needs and 1. Two committees should b? set up (a) Plann- 
aspirations of the village and involve both children ing Committee (b) Implemen ation Committc . 
and adults in the process of community improve­
ment- The Planning Committee should corsist of

(1) WCOTP representative in India (2) Two nomi-
(2) To organise training and orientation courses nees of Indian Adult Education Association, 

for elementary secondary teachers and equip them (3) One nominee of the Education Ministry (4) One 
professionally to work with adults as well as nominee of State Department of Education (5) One 
children and youth. nominee each of the State Teachers’ Association

and State Adult Education Association and (6) Two
(3) To impart literacy education to adults o f the persons interested in promoting adult education to
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be coopted one of them could be a nominee of the filing cabinets, almirahs, office tables, chairs and 
National Council of Women/Central Social Welfare other sundry equipment will also be needed
Board. (Rs- 7500/‘)- .

The planning Committee will have the benefit of 8. The Association will have to be reimbursed 
technical consultants from countries which have for the direction that its office will provide or the 
demonstrated a successful experience in devising entire project at the rate of Rs. 2000/- Pef 
curricula designed to cooperatively engage children, This will also inch’de the rent of the premises that 
youth and adults in meeting the development tasks the Association will have to hire for locating the 
of the country. office of this ProJect m the States'

The Implementation Committee will be set-up ^  ^  total cost works out to be: 
at lhe local level and will consist ot (l) supervisor ,  . nn
of the nroiect appointed by the Planning Committee Supervisors 500x12x4 Rs. 24,000-00
(2) Headmaster of the school (3) Two representa- Teacher 150x1x12x28x4 2,01,000-00
lives of the Staff of the School (4) Three represen- Transportation 200x12x4 on’Sn 'nn
tatives of the village (these may be Village Council Literature 5000x4 20,000-U0
Members-Panchayat).

2. Training and Evaluation Unit:—Consisting Office
of a Director of training assisted by qualified Supervisor 500/- 
research and training personnel. 2 Office Assistants

It is proposed that a block in each of the four 500/ '    48,000 00
states where pilot projects are to be located should 1000x12x4
be selected. At least 25 elementary schools and 3 I>A.E.A. 2000x12 24,000-00
to 5 secondary schools should be selected for this Non-recurring 5000 5,000-00
experiment, in each State. Evaluation and

Training Unit 8000x12 96,000-00
Budget

1. One full time supervisor will be needed for Central Planning Committee 
each project. He will be specially selected and Expenses for holding meeting
will have to be paid adequately. It is suggested and travelling of members 15,000-00
that he should be paid a monthly salary of 6 -----------------
Rs. 500/-. In addition, fund should be allocated Total Rs 4,43,200-00
for transportation charges, for the supervisor who -----------------
will be constantly moving about. Rs. 200/- per month for 5 years 22,16,000-00
for this purpose should be set apart. -----------------

2 One teacher specially designated to work with
the adults will have to be appointed. In 28 schools, COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSAL  
we must have 28 teachers in each project.

3. Funds for production,of text-books, literature Dj. Mehta, president IAEA
and reading material will have to be provided for. . f
It is proposed that a sum of Rs. 7500/- for each “However, reading your draft note for the pro-

U Involve correspondence and

s S S s s f e : i
h ive to be provided. It will be his job to see that many complicated prob.ems.
the entire programme under the supervisors and Writing of text-books is a subject which you seem
the teachers of the various centres is carried out. to have treated rather lightly. That itself will involve

5 Trainin" of the teachers, wilt be an essential serious obstacles and complications. The responsi-
Darto fthe  project While the job training will be bility of the Supervisor will be so delica e and will
or. vided bv^the Supervisors, in service training and require for him qualities both of an educationist and
Sricnfatio? would be necessary. Evaluation unit an effici^t a d m im s tr^  & s a? a o f ^ u m  vi# be
co'ild function along with the Training Unit. S S f  of a " m p S e n f  p S

6. All tics work will involve a fair amouotof - _ the sa|ary / roposed by you, unless you have some

5 f  ref wou,d " edto

writers one of Hindi will be required. Some certain items

12



Would it not be better to reduce the size of the existing curriculum to meet the objectives rather 
project from 28 to 15 or 18 schools and also I am than attempt to develop a complete curriculum, 
of the opinion that instead of taking 4 States you (jj) involving children and adults in the process
should suggest 6 States. This would give a greater 0f community improvement through the regular 
stimulus to the scheme and improve the chances of currjcu]um Gf the school would be rather difficult, 
the scheme being more widely adopied, in case the perijapS) a better way wou]d be to include this under 
pilot project shows a substantial measure of success. extra curricular rather than curricular activities.

(iii) In objective three, it is stated that the same 
c* • T r  «, , Trc curriculum is to be used to impart literacy education
aim  iviamur, to a(jujts> This does not seem to be a workable idea

“As you have yourself indicated, a discussion because the two curricula will have to be different as
will be necessary. The discussion is particularly the needs, aspirations, level of knowledge etc. of the 
necessary to be clear in our minds about the scope children and adults differ considerably. Therefore, 
and objectives of our project. Making the schools the effort should be to prepare two separate curricula
into Centres for improving community life is un- in which certain parts relating to the involvement of
doubtedly a feasible proposition and could fit in with the school and the children and the adults in the
the idea of parent teacher relationship. But if the locality in improvement of community life could be
emphasis is upon literacy, then the feasibility would the same.
need to be more thoroughly examined. However, I (jv) objectives two and four can be achieved 
consider both to be desirable objectives. without much difficulty, although there might be

The third proposition could be to build up in some doubt regarding the assumption made for the 
selected schools, library-cum-community centres, use of textbooks.
That could be a centre for neo-literates particularly 3. As regards the basic assumptions, these are 
designed for that category of people. very good from the point of view of idealism. How-

We have had numerous experiences in the past of %ver> the mai? Purpose of education namely the
trying to build up community centres. It is better development of the potential of the individual may
to take the result of such experiments into account not be lost sight of in the collective /-

F development of the community. This will mean
c ‘ ' reoiientation of the basic assumption that although

" education is for the development of the individual,
he cannot exist apart from the community in which 

Dr. T.A. Koshy he lives. Consequently, the development of the
The principal idea of using the School for the individual and the community complement each 

improvement of community life, including a major other.
effort in the eradication of illiteracy is very good and operational part of the scheme needs to
needs to be tried out. It is presumed that the scheme discussed before it can be finalized. A few
is to be implemented as a pilot project or as an ~
action research project. In that case, the scheme suggestions are given e ow.
will have to be re-drafted, preferably in two sections. (i) The activities to be taken up or to be regard- 
The first dealing with the objectives, basic assump- ed as contributing to the improvement of community
tions and expected outcome. The second part may life should be spelt out; for example, in the rural
deal with the operational aspects of the scheme, areas these may include adult literacy, campaign tor
going into detail of the programmes to be taken up cleanliness, use of irrigation water, improvement ot
each year, the area to be covered etc. agriculture, improvement of handicrafts, etc.

2. The objectives of the proposed scheme need (ii) The plan of operations of each activity 
to be re-considered for the following reasons: should be prepared jointly by the schools, ahd the

i r i members of the community who are involved. This(,) To develop a curriculum for elementary wou]d bg necessary as a general pIan may not create
secondary schools which are related to the needs and mucb entbusiasm for everybody unless they know of

Besides, to introduce new curricula in a recognised (iii) The area of responsibility for each partici- 
educational institution in India takes a lot of time pating groups, namely, children, teachers, members
and effort. It is doubtful whether under the rather of the community and the government will have to
rigid educational system in our country, such experi- be clearly indicated and a suitable implementation
mentation would be looked upon with favour by machinery will have to be worked out according to
the educational authorities or the parents of the the needs of the situation.
children attending schools. This difficulty is not Ag g he bud t jt may have t0 be
insurmountable, but is to be kept in mind while revjsed . acc*rdance with the new plan, of operation, 
developing a new curriculum. It would be much 
easier to make certain alterations or additions in the
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Part-time courses of Study as Pilot Projects in Schools—A 
Proposal by the Union Ministry of Education

THE Education Commission be one full academic year, so that 7. It may be enough to
has highlighted the need for the students may reach sufficient provide some remuneration for
organis'ng part-time educa- level of proficiency at the end of the part-time teachers and some

tion at all stages and in all sec- the course In this connection contingencies to cover the cost
tors. It has recommended that attention is invited to the recom- of lighting etc. The rate of
“educational institutions of all mendation of the Parliament remuneration for this part-time
types and grades should be en- Committee that, with a view to work cannot be the same in all
couraged and helped to throw reducing new additions to the States. On a rough basis it is
open their doors outside the regu- rank cf adult illiterates, part-time estimated that the cost of one
lar working hours to provide literacy classes should be organis- class of one section at the first
such courses of instruction as ed for grown-up children (age level may be Rs. 400/- per
they can to those who are com- group 11-17) who did not attend ai cum.
peter,t and desirous of receiving school or have lapsed into illi- 8. The cost for the post­
education. We thus suggest the teracy. The enrolment for this primary stage may be about
creation of a parallel system of course may be mostly confined to Rs 500/- in tLe first year but a
education for those who can this age group. 3-year course may cost about
attend educational institutions Second Level: Post-primary Rs. 3,000/- in all. It is likely
only during the few heurs they Stage: Those youngsters and to be about Rs. 500/- in all, if
can spare in the evenings or at adults who have already complet- a 4-year course is contemplated,
other convenient times in orders ed their primary stage should bo 9. In the case of a 3-year
to enable them to qualify for the provided facilities for studies Post-Middle Stage, the overall
same cert:ficates, diplomas and up to the end of the middle stage. cost for 3 years may be about
degrees as those for which the Normally the full time Middle Rs. 10,000/-.
regular students in the educa- school course is for 3 years But 10. It is suggested that each
tional institutions work” (17.35). in this part-time course, physical State may open 250 schools for 

2. The Commiitee of Mem- education and craft activities will the 1st level. It may costone
bers of Parliament on Education not be included. Hence the dura- lakh of rupees per year. During
recommends that “ Part-time and tion of this course may be 3 or the entire Fourth Plan period it
own time education should be 4 years depending on the number will mean a total expenditure of
developed on a large scale at of working days in a year. Rs. 3 lakhs only,
every stage and in all sectors and Third Level: Post-Middle 11. As regards the Post­
given the same status as full-time S'age: This course is meant for primary stage 200 centres may
education. These facilities will those who have studied up to the be opened by each State in 1968-
smoothen the transition from middle school stage to enable 69. It will cost Rs. 1 lakh in the
school to work, reduce the cost them to pass the High/Higher 1st year, about Rs 2 lakhs in the
of Educa;ion to the State, and Secondary Examinations. Here 2nd year and Rs. 3 lakhs in the
provide opportunities to the also physical education and other 3rd year.
large number of persons who craft activities need not be in- 12. At the Post-Middle
desire to educate themselves eluded in the programme. The School level 40 centres may be
further but cannot afford to do duration of this stage may there- be opened in 1968 69. It may
so on a full-time basis.” fore be 3 or 4 years depending on cost about Rs. 1 lakh in the 1st

3. Though it is visualised the number of working days in a year and may cost Rs 11 lakhs
that every educational institution year. in the 2nd and Rs. 1£ lakhs in the
should ultimately provide for 5. For organising these part- 3rd year costing in all Rs. 4 lakhs,
such part-time or own time edu- time courses no expenditure on if the course is one of 3 years, 
cation also, it is suggested that buildings, furniture, equipment 13. The Union Territories
for the present we may try out should be incurred. The existing may aim at a target of 25 centres
some Pilot Projects for Part-time facilities should be availed of, for the first level, 20 centres for
education in each State and without any hire charges. the second level and 5 centres for
Union Territory. These pilot 6. While it may be necessary the third level,
projects may be started from the to provide the students of the 14. It should not be difficult
beginning of the next academic first level with free textbooks and to organise in each State 250
year 1968-69. writing materials, the students at first level centres, 200 second

4. It is proposed that these the higher levels can be expected level and 40 third level centres
projects may provide for three to provide themselves with ncce - and secure for each at least 20
levels of part-time education. sary materials. Assistance should, students. Nor is the estimated

First Level: Primary Stage: however, be made available to cost so high as to be unmanage-
The duration of this course may the needy students. able.
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Functional Literacy Vital in Adult Education Plans
Functional literacy, which rela'ed the skill to read and write to the professional functions of the learner, 

was the answer to the present inertia and apathy of the great masses of Indian villagers towards the adult 
literacy programme, Mr. Bhagwat Jha Azad, Union Minister of State for Education, said in New Delhi on 
September 8.

PRESIDING over the International Literacy Day Mr. Jha also mentioned the pilot project for 
celebrations organised by the Delhi Administra- eradication of illiteracy am mg women spinners, 
tion in association with voluntary organisations working under the Khadi Commission, undertaken 

in the field, Mr. Azad said the basic lacuna in the by the Indian Adult Education Association, 
convention.! methods for eradicating illiteracy was
that they did not properly motivate adults for acquir- With over 350,000,000 ill terates in the country, 
ing the skill to read and write. by whom nearly 1 3 0 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0  were in the 15-44 age

group, the adult literacy programmes had to be 
He said the technique of functional literacy link- speeded up vastly, “if we desire to achieve progress 

ed the use of fertilizers, seeds and machines to the socially, politically, and economically.” 
daily professional needs of the adults, by means of
various audio-visual media. Unrealistic Attempt

Part of Economy The acting Chief of UNESCO Mission in India,
Mr Jha was abo of the view that adult literacy Mr. F.J.C. Pala, said that while the adult literacy 

programmes, instead of being taken up in isolation rate in all countries was decreasing, the total number 
ought to form an inseparable part of economic of those who could not read and write was mcreas- 
development programmes. ing, notably in Africa and parts of Asia. Today,

F there are in the world about 750 million adults, who
Talking of Central programmes for the purpose cannot read or write; in 62 countries, the adult illi

Mr Jha said the Workeis’ Social Education Institute teracy rate is over 90%. Two out of fave adults
at Indore bad “blazed a new trail.” A similar insti- today cannot read and write, 
tute was being set up in Nagpur shor.ly. Two more
were proposed to be set up in other States in 1968 69. (Continued on page 16)

;  i.u.ii.inii.ii.ii.„.u«iiiinii.ii«ii.ii»iiiii*“. i i . i , . i n , i . * * *

|  . The Best and the Easiest

|  “Megh” Slated Roll-up Black Boards are the best and the easiest means |
! l ! l i i iP P i  t0 Adult* Social and Community education for the following reasons:

I 1. They are handy, portable and anywhere hangable.
! 2. They can be distinctly written on with chalk and easily wiped off |

I 3. They can be read out from any angle of vision due to their scientific |

l | g | j  4 . They are the out come of 35 years of experience in the field of I

5 . They have been tested by eminent educationists a t home and abroad. *

5 •'i  .................... .................... ....... ................................ .........................*................ * “
|  For details information please write now to:—

I iHfcr V HEOlhl SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD.,
|  Post Box No. 24., I
|  ' B ARAM ATI (Poona) INDIA. g

.......... ........ ..........MNj....
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Illiteracy m u s t  g o ,  s a y s  P r e s id e n t
PRESIDENT Zakir Husain said on September 7, world literacy programme of the Unesco had India’s 

that the experiment of building up a democratic warmest endorsement and every effort would be 
and socialistic society could succeed only if the made to promote its objectives, 

country has an educated electorate and an enlight­
ened and well-informed community. He said the International Literacy Day was a

timely reminder to India and other countries suffer- 
In a message broadcast on the eve of the Inter- ing from the scourge of illiteracy to intensify national 

national Literacy Day he said every single instance action for the redemption of the pledge taken at 
of illiteracy was a human tragedy. To the nation a Teheran to end illiteracy in the world, 
large percentage of illiteracy represented the waste of
one of its most precious sources. Dr. Husain said that India considered literacy as

an essential factor in economic development and 
During the first decade of planning, he said, envisaged a massive adult literacy movement to 

some five and half million persons were made enhance production both in the factory and in the 
literate but this was not sufficient progress to make farm, 
any appreciable impression on the prevalence of
illiteracy in the country. India conceived adult literacy as functional in

character linked with the work and life of the 
School : Focal Point people.

Dr. Husain added, “Clearly we have to do much _ . TI ,, ,
more than we have been doing so far in the matter  ̂ Secretary-General U Thant called on the 
of adult education and, more especially, we must People of the world to support the literacy move- 
make a concerted and sustained effort to eliminate men '
mass illiteracy.” ______ _

The school, he said, should no longer confine its FUNCTIONAL LITERACY VITAL IN ADULT 
activities to the education of children only. “It should EDUCATION PLANS
throw open its doors to students at all levels and
become the focal point of all types of educational (Continued from page 15)
activity.

, , . • c Mr. Pala sa>d that, according to many specialiststhose who desire to acquire literacy of the jt was unrea]jst;c t0 attempt to cover the entire adult
primary standard should be given the opportunity to population under the literacy programme. Govern-
doso. Those who dropped out for one reason or ments of man member-States of UNESCO had,
another at the primary or middle stages should be therefore, decided to concentrate on illiterates bet-
provided lacilities for par-time education to enable ween 15 and 44, “in other words, on those who are
them  ̂to pass the middle and high schoo. examina- working now and will have some years left for work
aons' once they become literate.”

The President emphasized that they must first Xhe Cbief Executive Councillor of Delhi, Mr. 
concentrate on teaching illiterates to rea^ and write. y.K, Malhotra, said that eradication of illiteracy in
“ It seems to me that every school could immediately the Union Territory had been given a prominent place
provide a pexiod when adults of the neighbourhood in the Fourth Plan Complefe success was sought

come for simple literacy classes. These would to be achieved in the next FP] he added.
best be held in the evenings after the day s work is
over It is not to be expected that our already Mr. Sohan Singh speaking on behalf of the 

b”rdened teachers could alone cope with this rndian Adult Education Association suggested that
additional work, but I am sure that many of our a national board of aduIt education be set up.
graduates, m all walks of life, would very willing y Secondiy) a scheme for farmers’ education in the
volunteer tbeir^ eivice for hoi mg such simple b{gb yielding varieties programme, with literacy as
evening classes. jts essenbaj component, should be taken up imme-

»» „ diately, he said. He also spoke of our international
commitment to the cause of literacy and pledged the 

In a message sent to Director General of Unesco Association’s and India’s support to UNESCO’S 
Renu Maheu, Dr. Husain said that the experimental campaign against illiteracy.
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M o w n  artye point of all types of educational activity. Those who
im  desire to acquire literacy of the primary standard

should be given the opportunity to do so. Those who 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE dropped out for one reason or another at the primary

or middle stages should be provided facilities for part 
“ The President sends his best wishes for the sue- time education to enable them to pass the middle and

cess of the Seminar and has asked me to send you high school examination,
the enclosed copy of his message to the nation on
International Literacy Day which may be utilized But, firstly, we must concentrate on teaching 
for the Seminar.” illiterates, to read and write. It seems to me that

every school could immediately provide a period 
Message to the Nation for International when adults of the neighbourhood could come for

simple literacy classes These would best be held 
Literacy Day in the evenings after the day’s work is done. It is not

to be expected that our already heavily burdened 
The Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi- teachers could themselves cope with this additional

sation of the United Nations has called upon- all the work, but I am sure that many of our graduates in
countries of the world to observe the 8th September all walks of life, would very willingly volunteer their
every year as International Literacy Day. We are services for holding such simple evening classes. The
all very conscious of the importance of education point I want to stress is that this is not something
and need no convincing that every child should go that should be left to municipal and governmental
to school and if possible to college also. But we are agencies. It has to be a community effort with the
apt to forget those who, mainly because the facili- full support of individual members of the public
ties were not available to them, have not been able behind it.
to learn even to read and write.

We, who have had the opportunity of education, 
There are, I am informed about 350 millions have a responsibility to our brothers who have been

illiterates in India of whom nearly 140 million are in denied that opportunity. We have been educated at
the 15 to 44 age group which is economically the the cost of the community. Let us, therefore, re- 
most productive period of their lives. The 1961 cen- solve on this International Literacy Day to do some- 
sus figures showed that 72.8 per cent of the people thing to repay that debt.
between the ages of 25 and 44 were illiterate and, Zakir Husain
sadder still 61.6 per cent of the young people bet­
ween the ages of 15 and 19. Illiteracy is more pro­
nounced in the rural areas—in 1961, only 19 per .
cent were literate as compared with 47 per cent in Shri V. V. Giri, Vice-President of India
the urban areas. There is a wide disparity in the
extent of literacy among women and men and also “ I am glad to know that the Indian Adult 
from State to State. Several States fell far below Education Association is holding its 15th National 
the national average of 24 per cent. Seminar on the “ Utilization of Schools for the

promotion of Adult Education” from October 15 to 
During the first decade of our planning, some 5 | 18, 1967. I wish the Seminar all success.”

million persons were made literate, but this is not ..... .
sufficient progress to make any appreciable impres­
sion on the prevalence of illiteracy in the country. Smt. Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India

This is a sad and depressing picture. Every “ Sends her greetings to the participants in the 
single instance of illiteracy is a human trageay. l  o Seminar and wishes success to their deliberations.” 
the nation a large percentage of illiteracy represents
the waste of one of its most precious resources. The ...........
bold experiment on which we have launched of .
building a democratic and socialistic society can Dr, Triguna Sen, Union Education Minister 
only succeed if we have an educated electorate and
an enlightened and well-informed community. “I am happy to note that the Indian Adult

Education Association is holding a National Seminar 
Clearly then we have to do much more than we on “The Utilization of Schools for the promotion

have been doing so far in the matter of adult educa- of Adult Education” in Mysore. The school should
tion and, more especially we must make a concerted be the focal point for educational activities of
and sustained effort to eliminate mass illiteracy. The various kinds. It should play its proper role m the
school should bo longer confine its activities to the promotion of adult education at the primary, post-
education of childre* :pnly. It should throw open its primary and post-middle stages of education. We
doors to students at all levels and become the focal have already suggested to the State Governments
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to take tip such pilot Projects in selected areas In it would be possible for you to make some concrete 
their States. and worthwhile actionable recommendations.

I wish the Seminar all success."
“I do hope the Seminar, being organised by the ..........

Indian Adult Education Association, will inspire the Shri Asoka Meht Minister for Petroleum and 
workers, engaged in adult education programmes, . . , „
to undertake such projects in their jurisdiction. Chemicals and Social Welfare
The Seminar will, no doubt, work out detailed “I understand that the Indian Adult Education 
proposals on this subject which we shall study in Association will be holding its 15th National Semi- 
the Ministry of Education with interest. I wish the nar at Mysore from October 15-18, 1967.
Seminar every success.” -  I believe th it educators working in this spe­

cialised field have a special conlribution to make
.........  in enriching the life and thought of the community.

Students, teachers, workers and housewives can be 
Dr. V. K. R. V. Rio, Union Minister of organised with a certain amount of cooperation and

Transport and Shipping goodwill to contribute to the running of these
classes. In their turn, the adults who attend these

“I am happy to know that the Indian Adult classes will be helped to develop into full-fledged
Education Association is holding its 15th National citizens with an understanding of their true role in
Seminar on the important subject of “ Utilization of the working of the community.
Schools for the promotion of Adult Education ” I am glad that this Seminar will concentrate 
The Indian Adult Education Association have been its discussion on making full use of the existing
doing pioneering work in the cause of adult educa- school system in ̂  order to further the objectives of
tion and I would like to congratulate them on adult education.”
focussing the attention of Government and the ..........
people on the various facets of this much neglected
field. Shri G.M. Sadiq, Chief Minister, Jammu and

Kashmir
I am of the firm conviction that, without adult .... . .

education and adult literacy, there can be no ‘ Convey h.s good wishes for the success of the
worthwhile social and economic development. Eco National Seminar being organised by the Indian 
nomic and social development requires education AduU Education Association in Mysore.
on a mass scale and this is not possible, in our ..........
present context, without adult literacy. I must add . . .  T a , .... .
that literacy, unless used, is not of much use, Mohan Lai Sukhadia, Chief Minister,
because it creates the illusion of being able to get Rajasthan
an entry into the houses of knowledge. Neither is i am happy to learn that the Indian Adult 
the retention of literacy sufficient. The utilization Education Association is holding its 15th National
of literacy, in a functional way, should be our Seminar on the Utilization of Schools for the
objective. promotion of Adult Education.

I wish the Seminar all success.
I would like to conclude by saying that any

programme of adult education, if it is to be a Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad’ Minister of State
success, has to be preceded by a nation-wide cam- ,
paign for the eradication of illiteracy at least as far S:or Education, Government at tadic.
as the initial phase is concerned. This is necessary It has given me great pleasure to learn that the 
in order to break the initial inertia of the illiterate Indian Adult Education Association is holding a 
adults towards literacy, create the needed motivation, National Seminar in Mysore on the “Utilization of 
and mobilise public support, all of which constitute Schools for the Promotion of Adult Education.”  The 
an essential pre-requisite for the success of this vital schools should undoubtedly make a more effective 
programme. contribution for the promotion of Adult Education

at various levels. The young boys and girls who
I strongly believe that the educated have a have not been able to complete their school educa- 

responsibility towards those who are not and the tion at the primary, middle and high school stages, 
literate have to make literate the illiterate. When for one reason or the other, should be given necessary 
this fundamental social responsibility is recognised, facilities to resume their studies. There is no better 
accepted and given effect to, it would be possible place than the school where such facilities can be 
to make a quick break-through in the field of adult provided without much extra cost. I am sure the 
education. This has been the theme of my addresses Seminar will study the problem in all its aspects, 
on the subject of adult education for the last quarter including administrative and financial and make 
of a century in various capacities. In this light, I concrete proposals, 
welcome the theme of your Seminar and hope that I wish the Seminar every success.
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there is either a branch of the State Bank of India or any of its 
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THE ROLE OF SCHOOLS IN ADULT EDUCATION
A.S.M. Hcly

National Secretary o f Adult Education, New Zealand.

Introduction teaching adults to read and take a lead in the adult literacy

Sr n n m  q anH plpmPntarv write is likeIy to reduce their programme. Moreover, the
school teachers snecialize in ability t0 carry out tfaeir Primary school» they Pomt out»1S design-
i !  fh i L n  functions effectively. ed for the instruction of young

Thp ci-hnnls HpdorM thp There are others who express children. It is seldom that the 
tparhers trainer! fnr this nnrnr.se doubts on the wisdom of using facilities in the way of chairs and
rather than for the n irno ec f teachers extensively in the adult fittings are designed for the use
t t l  e5u?a“ on " fa d u n S  TO so literacy programme because tbey of adults. To many adults, the

t • nm hiem 'nf ad it question whether the experience school is something for the
L  in L r  I t l  i  elementary school teachers gain children and is, therefore, not a

literacy^in many^ countries that during their professional career centre to which they would nor-
all possible exis.ing resources fits them for leadership or full mally turn when it is a matter of
mu t be u f u l l y ^ a n d  effec- tici tion in adult £ducatiou their own further education.

work, including adult literacy All of these points are valid
be AU P tPh . ld ^ t? n n H  work! They point out that the within limits. It is true that

institutions tha t can make a con- teacber .is accustomed to dealing teachers have a full-time job, and
tribu tionm ustbeputtow orkon w' tb Immatur* minds; that a very respons ble job m the
the task. It is for this reason Ph,ldren " e at school by act of education of young children. It
that attention has been focussed law ?r fl.he dec,si0.n ° f their 18 true that “ anyoJ
on the nart that schools and parents—they themselves have no experience of teaching children

can say in the matter This is quite may make them less sensitive to
;n ft,„ unlike the position of adult the special approach and

P y . y students who are there volunta- methods required in the teaching
campaig . rjiy and cannot be forced to of mature adults. It is true that
„  - . . , . study. In the case of children it the schools in many cases are not
Case for and against use of js possible for discipline to be very suitable for adults meetings.
A j 'w m 4 School-teachers m exercised and for some minor However, it is clear from the
Adult Education Work forms of punishment to be utilised experience gained throughout

Before examining the ways in to encourage the young children the world that many teachers do
which the school and the school to study assiduously. This type possess a sensitivity to adult
teachers can be used in adult of discipline cannot be exercised needs. Teachers have played and
education and adult literacy work against adults. Moreover children continue to play a constructive
one must be prepared to face up have no experience of life and and leading role in the literacy
to possible limitations. There are are expected to accept what their programme in many countries,
those, for example, who would teachers tell them without ques- It is also evident from experience
say that elementary school-teach- tioning. In such circumstances that with a little special training
ers should not be used extensively it is natural that the teach rs, no in the techniques and methods
in adult literacy work. Those matter how imaginative he may of adult education, many
who take this view do so from, be, tends to become a little teachers at present ill-equipped to
two different points of view. authoritarian in his approach; teach adult, could be made more
There are those who would his teaching may become inevit- effective adult teachers if they
admit that the school teacher, ably formal and didactic. The received some guidance in adult
having some fundamental train- adult students on the other hand, education techniques and
iDg in the principles of teaching even if they are illiterate and have methods.
and being possibly the only per- enjoyed little or no formal educa- Since the school teacher may
son with this experience in a tion, possess maturity and ex- be the only literate person in the
village, could make a very great perience of life. In some areas village possessing understanding
contribution to the adult literacy of knowledge they may know of teaching techniques; since the
programme. They go on to point more than the teacher himself. school • ay be, or could be, the
out, however, that the teaching They are unlikely to accept with- most suitable centre for all the 
of children is a full-time pro- out question what the teachers educational activities of the com-
fession and that teachers must say. In fact, doubt and question- munity if a little though was
devote all their time, all their ing form part of the learning given to adjusting its furnishings,
energy, all their thought to this processes of adults. For all equipment and setting; it is
task, that to burden teachers with these reasons some would deny obvious that schools and eiemen-
the additional responsibility of that teachers are equipped to tary teachers can and should
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play a most important role, not This emphasis on education living they will face when they
only in the literacy programme as a means for leading to better leave the school and eDter the
but in the continuing education living has resulted in the evolu- community as young adults, re-
of the adult members of the tion of indigenous practices, in presents an attempt to ensure 
community the Philippines which led to the that the new generation will be

y' emergence of the concept of the flexible in attitudes and will be
The Philippine Experience with community school, which has prepared to modify and change
Community Schools been defined as follows:— existing practices where necessary.

The wavs in which schools “The community school is However, the approach affectsJLhe ways in wmcn scnuu whose nrneramme is not only the young children who
and school teachers can be used ope whose programme is students in the school itself
cons ructively in the literacy aim ed^at promoting Ae

by rerefeerencPeS ^o  the development of the school the adult population (particularly >
Philippines experiment. It is not child giving basic education the parents i as well asi the ch.ld-
*hat ,other countries have not to the out-of-school youths ren. ine parents are invotveatnat other countries nave u adults and helnine effect through an elaborate network of
experimented widely in the use and adults, and neipi g class-room and school Parent
of schools and school teachers in improvement in al aspects of ^ A e r s  Association so Aat the
the field of adult and community commumty hvjng.
education but it is the Philippi- The means by which the g, lanni of the curriculum,
nes that has had the longest and community school achieves V though the curriculum must
broadest experience in he these objectives can be discussed bg desi § in such a way that it
techniques. In fact, many of the under four mam headings:- provid(fs all children witb a basic
other countries doing usetul adult and community standard education, and therefore
work in this area suen as education through the to a certain extent must be uni-
Thailand and Jordan, nave school currjculum; form from one school to another,
modelled their programmes ana (b) adult and community edu- tbe actuai application of the cur- 
methods to a very great extent cation through extension rjCulum and the methods used
upon Philippine experience, ihe services provided by the to ensure that the children reach
Philippines inaugurated a Bureau school; a certain accepted standard can
of Public Schools with a depart- adult and community educa- be varied and modified according
ment of adult education (latei tion through working with to the needs of individual corn-
called Department of Adult and local community organiza- munities. The very fact that
Community Education) after tions and serviCe agencies; parents are involved in planning
their independence m 194/, so and how thjs can best be achieved
that, by now, they have naa (d) aduU education through the means that they themselves are
almost twenty years ot cxP^r*" radio. involved in a concern with the
ence in using schools as cen problems of the community and
for adult and community eauca- (a) ^du// and Community Educa- wjtb tbe extent to which the edu-
tion. tion through the School Cur- cation of the children can fit the

The tasks of adult education riculum children to meet them. In this
in tbe Philippines were defined in Qne of the most effectjve process they themselves identify
the following terms: means of achieving the objectives the problems and learn about

1. The immediate objective of adult and community educa- methods of overcoming them.
of adult education  ̂is the tion in the Philippines is through the Philippine community
eradication of illiteracy the school curriculum itself. The qrbnni<; however' the narents are
and the promotion of curriculum under these circum- - ^ e d  even more directly ia
better ways of life for stances is designed to effect the actual carrying out of the
those of the population changes in the peoples attitudes curriculum) particularly in the
who haverot yet received and ways of life and improve area of practical projects which
the benefit of education, community living through func- are tie(1 t0 curricuium studies.

2. broader long range tjonal class room instruction. The curriculum approach is used
objectives shall be The knowledge, skill and abilities effectively for adult and com-
the improvement of acquired by the pupils and munity education by involving
community lit in all its student? are carried over to the the children, out-of-school youth s
aspects through the homes through meaningful activi- parents and other adults in:
orovision of v cational, ties related to the class room . . , ,
recreational, social and work or studies. This procedure, a survey of the needs,
other educational oppor- in which the school curriculum problems, interests, and
{unities for adults to is designed to equip the young resources of the com-
make themselves. more students to meet the sort of com- mumtj,
efficient citizens, rauDity problems and ways of 2. the formulation and
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development of resource tion through audio-visual aids, all of these Purok activities the
and teaching units on the broadcasts etc. 6. library and Community School in the Philip-
basis of the survey museum facilities 7. field trips pine Barrio takes a leadership
results; and intervisitations 8. Barrio role.

3. the study of the pro- fairs in connection with festivities
blems, and possible solu- and 9. home industry centres. (c) Adult and Community Educa-
tions by the resource and Such “school to the community” tion through Working with
teaching units; services are usually rendered with Local Community Organiza-

4. formulation of plans for the assistance of the various tions Service Agencies. 
launching action projects community agencies both public Besides organization 0f
munitv C° m' andpnvate- Puroks, the community school

5. the actual carrying out of A decade of experience with helps stimulate all community
tiic nrtinn nrrvippf- in community education led to the agencies, both government and
which knowledce skills discovery of what has been term- non-government, as well as
habits and aoDreciations ed “Little Democracy” but, voluntary organizations to parti-
. , >nnri in -ins/ locally called ‘Took or Purok.” cipate in the promotion of a
n p .. j ■ t " The Purok is the functioning unit programme of adult and commu-

, , , J 1 , for the community school. It is nity education in the community.
a *n U oL iL ’tinn -.f thn composed of closely associated The school acts as the catalyst

' pnH-rpsnIts of leadline- neighbours numbering roughly and as the leader in this process.
■ ■ ariiviiips fn from twenty to fifty families. All The teachers know the problems

. . . its activities are carried out by of the community and know the
n e i n S  thinHn<!P ,nH *1> ^  members for their own resources of the other agencies

wnrkinp inopthpr ac an good and for the advancement of and community groups who are in
essential factor in the the neighbourhood It develops a favourable position to act as the
democratic process. ® s.eDse °J responsibility in group liaison between the needs of the

r  living and group action amongst community and the resources tnat
t-. c ^ „ i  the Purok members. Each Purok are available to meet the needs.

ih P ^ fH p n C  ^ m H  ihP *  organized for self-help by Through such stimulation a
. nwHcnnH nmhlpnn nf thp which citizens can be brought favourable interaction is made

ests, needs and problems of the togetber t0 work out effective possible and the full potentialities
homes. Community surveys are sofutions for their own neighbour- of each agency are utilised in the
“ S ize"  daS‘room TnstfucSn hood probleins’ The Purok P-gramme.vttalize class room instruction nizations with creative leadership

which8 will arouse*" awareness Cfbr f m ^ X r  ^  ?°~ W  Radio * * * “ *”the need for concerted effort on operation from other agencies, Radio
the part of the community. contributes significantly to the lm- Radio in the Philippines has

The community-schools service Pro^ mcntf'of community living. been referred to as the “ Univer-
proTg?amm” T sT er 2 0o0u t^ w ? h  S ^ o V thc Air’\  ' V T *  ° f  t
of classroom instruction. It pro- created to study and resolve pro- ^PuW i^^sSooS
vides work experience for child- blems in connection with the the Bureau or Public “cb0°„nJ atnHpnts in and mu nf ‘n connection wun rne conducts a radio broadcast every
S L n l thm nromotine^integrated pr<T ? ° n ° . ec0D0t m c  Sunday afternoon from 5.45 p.m.school, thus promoting integrated production, health, recreation, t ,  3 _v_r in Manila
activities between the school and moral and spiritual values, citizen- ^ebi, city, Dabo city, and Baguio
the community. ship and so forth. Solutions of jt The topics which are pre-

problems requiring services and „„nX H „ ,irannntiSPfi form over
(b) Adult and Community Educa- technical aid from outside agen- t, • of philippine-

tion through the Extension cies are usually referred to these „ , , environmental
Services provided by the agencies for action. & T U t d e d u ^ T S S

cwo ' . A few of the different agencies tion for better citizenship, and
The Philippine community bave representatives who serve as education for better livelihood,

schools render a number of exten- consultants and resource persons To utilise more effectively these
sion services directly to the com- the study committees. Other broadcasts the Bureau of Public 
munity for the improvement o. organisations such as the P.T.A., Schools organises listening dis-
community living. These services Barrio Councils and civic and cussion groups. The class-room
take the form of: religious groups have been stimu- P.T.A., school P.T.A.’s, ’hir.'k

1 . demonstrations 2 . com- lated to coordinate and help plan organizations and other organized
munity assemblies and forums one integrated programme for clubs are encouraged to form
3. study sessions 4. organized the solution of some of the major such listening discussion groups,
literacy classes 5. mass educa- problems of the community, in The members schedule Then
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meetings to coincide with a paper money, order cheques, Continuing Education for Adults
Sundry broadcast and immediate- public advertisements, and public and Out-Of-School Youth
1> after each session they discuss notices. Emphasis is given on The coxjrse jn continuing
the points raised in the broadcast legibility and correct use of education is an extension service
talk. capital letter and punctuation. offered to out-of-school youth

Recently, a new series of . . .  and adults who have been award-
broadcasts for organized groups (°) Arithmetic ecj certificates of proficiency in
willirg to attend the course This includes simple arith- the functional literacy course and
regularly has been started with metic problem related to market others who desire to improve
;he 1966 school year. The focus deals, prices of prime com- further their ability to read and
of this new course is citizenship modities, cost of materials and write or increase their compe
a J it includes twelve lessons products of farm and industrial tence in the vocational, social
broadcast three times each week businesses, household purchases and other fields of endeavour and
over a period of twelve weeks. and ordinary family transactions. who can prove that they are
T  e broadcast serves as a basis competent to read and write to
for group discussion. Group (c) Health and Sanitation the level demanded at the end of
members attending the listening This includes the development the 'functional literacy’ course,
and discussion sessions for the 0f essential skills, practices and This second course is normal-
full course are given certificates attitudes related to home sanita- ly provided over a period of
of attendance as an incentive. tion such as proper installation three months with a minimum of
Otber courses for the instructional and use of toilets, proper dis- sixty ‘one hour’ sessions. Fcr
broadcasts are now being orga- posal of garbage, proper con- fast or advanced students the
jjised as a preparation for an struction of drainage, better course may be shortened. The
extension and generalization of home arrangements and closer whole course covers three
tli -scheme. co-operation in community health major subject areas, ‘education

activities. for better livelihood’, ‘education
Functional Literacy for better health,’ and ‘education

The preceding description has (d) Citizenship for better citizenship.’ It is
outlined the ways in which the This includes activities that believed that with a working 
community school in the Philip* encourage the participation of knowledge and understanding of
pines is u;cd extensively as a adults in community projects these three aspects of life the
con‘re for adult and community such as the Red Cross drive and individual will be better prepared
education. The community other humanitarian campaigns, to secure for himself, his family
schools in the Philippines have improvement and beautification and his community a decent and
played lending role in the literacy of roads, streets and parks, and more abundant life,
campaign in that country. They it gives emphasis to the acquisi- In places where regular classes
provide t wo main courses coming tion of knowledge about the cannot be organized, the conti-
wilhin the sphere of the literacy rights and duties of citizens, local nuing education courses arc con-
campaign. The first is the func- ordinances and government ducted through study discussion
tional literacy course itself and policies, tax regulations and groups, seminars, workshops,
f lie second is the programme of payments, peace and order, etc. and wosk conferences. Local
post-literacy work or continuing resources and services of com-
cd’-c.Uion of adult and out-of- (e) Vocations in Industry petent persons in the government
■ c*1 > 1 youth. This subject is intended to or private employ arc freely made

t he function'll literacy course provide the adult student with use of. Veterinarians, agrono-
which is given to illiterate adults the essential knowledge of the mists, physicians, treasurers .and
and out-uf-school youths involves vocations and industries of the many others are involved in this
six y hours spread over a period locality and to arouse in him a continuing education programme,
of five months and includes the desire to engage in gainful eco-
fc dowing subject: nomic activity. Continuing Education Through

The functional literacy course Folk High Schools 
Reading and Writing js usuapy carried out through The programmes I have
flic subject include; the deve- the organised literacy classes discussed so far concern the role

Jo of the ability to read and which are mostly handled by of the schools and the school-
> i !c messages and brief teachers who are paid a moderate teachers in the Philippines in

, st' r-a 1 ' tt ’ and notes; to allowance provided from national general community education
•end and uodrrstand the verna- and local funds. Many voluntary with special reference to literacy

(■uvir newspapers and easy read- teachers, however do not receive and immediate post literacy work, 
in;*. , : ; and to understand any pay or allowance though However, in the Philippines, the
mea ing a •' use of commercial there may be some reward of a majority of young people have
and business in students such as non-money type. obtained an education equivalent
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to the basic elementary school formal education of full-time a way that the requited courses
education. One of the disturbing students. Because the regular can be compkted during a period
features to Philippine educators classes are not in session the faci- of five years. Ten high schools
however, is the high percentage lities of the schools in buildings, offer these academic classes with
of youth who leave school before equipment and sites are available an enrolment in 1966 of nearly
obtaining a secondary education for the out-of-school youth. One seven thousand students, two
that might equip them for the interesting development resulting thirds of whom are boys .and
work available. According to the from the inauguration of folk about one-third of whom are
Swanson Survey Report, out of high schools is that a Dumber of girls. These studcr.s range in
2,200,000 youths ranging in age students attending the folk high age from sixteen to tw enty’s;x
from thirteen to sixteen only schools have become interested years old. Moreover, a number
392,768 are in either public or enough to return to school as of the big secondary schools i
private secondary schools. Over full-time secondary school pupils. Manila well- equipped witn vcca-
82% of those of high school age are Many other graduates of the folk tional training facilities are also
not enrolled in secondary school. high school have been assisted to offering vocational and teem cai
Philippine authorities have ex- start money earning projects of courses at night fi r out-of schce.
perimented with providing second- their own and have been absorb- youth. Ainong the courses cner-
ary education for out-of school ed into the economic life of the ed are dressmaking, cosmetology,
youth. One such experiment is country. food and cookery, secretarial
what they call the ‘Philip- Apart from the folk school courses, hand and machine em-
pine Folk High School.’ Start- movement the Philippine Bureau broidery, automative engi reeling,
ing with only three folk of Public Schools has opened a general metalwork, general pre­
schools in the summer vacation number of evening classes in trical work, stenography, me;; s
of 1961 (Bayambang, Capan, and some of the larger centres. Seve- tailoring, commercial and graphic
Morong) with 297 students there ral of the big high schools in art, photography, radio and -
were during the summer vacation Manila are now offering a regu- tronics and drafting. Other cities
of 1966,27 folk high schools with lar secondary school course to are following the example set by
over 8,000 students in 176 classes. boys and girls who are not able Manila.
These folk high schools are for various reasons to attend the
organised in the summer vaca- regular day classes. The general Conclusion , . .
tions when the high schools are secondary curriculum of four This brief outline or tnei nip* 
no longer being used for the years has been redesigned in such (Continues, on page ~)
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Dr. HOMI BHABHA’s interest in the amount of the award being of the order of
country’s steel industry led him to recom- Rs. 2,000 per month at the maximum for 
mend the use of radio-active isotopes work in India and an appropriate amount 
for the regulation and control of many for work or study abroad. Applications 
metallurgical processes. In his honour, for these Fellowships may be sent with 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi renamed full particulars to Prof. D. G. Karve, 
t.he Trombay Establishment as the Bhabha Executive Director of the Homi Bhabha 
Atomic Research Centre. Fellowships Council, at No. l.Mangaldas
Another memorial worthy of Dr. Bhabha, R°ad, Poona I.
whose genius and vision inspired and Homi Bhabha Fellows will, in time, in- 
encouraged so many young people to elude scientists, engineers, agronomists, 
strive for excellence, is the establishment architects, artists, educationists, writers 
by the Tata Trusts, jointly with the Ford and administrators and serve to provide 
Foundation, of the Homi Bhabha Fellow- for our country the kind of leadership it 
ships Scheme. It is designed to assist requires in so many fields, 
brilliant young men and women between 
the ages of 25 and 38 to achieve the highest 
standards in any field of human endea­
vour. The Fellowships are tenable for a Y M .W M .
period that may extend to two years, the

THE TATA IRON AND STEEL COMPANY LIMITED
__ 388SA
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Utilization o f  Schools for the Promotion of Adult Education—-
An Organizational Perspective

By Dr. Harbans Singh Bhola

AN important assumption community centres with roots in and behavioral norms. The rules
hidden in the theme of this the society. We would want for relating different roles with
year’s National Seminar is them all to assume a new each other allocate hierarchically

the need for adult education to mission But what are the chances rights and obligations to com-
find a home. Social and educa- for this new ideology to be municate and make decisions,
tional movements must remain institutionalized. Are our schools Rules become sacred to those
mere hopeful moves and revolu- the kinds of organizations that working within organizations
tions must be short-lived disrup- would accept this new role for because they provide them all “a
tions unless they are institutional- themselves? An answer to the mutual set of expectations,” saves
ized. Institutionalization consists question could make us see more them from uncertainties and dis-
in operationalizing ideas, creat- clearly the possibilities of this sonance, and eliminates the need
ing patterns within which such happening and would help us for establishing a “pecking
operations may be performed, develop more adequately the order” every day anew. Organi-
and making available resources strategies for institutionalizing zations also come to love the
of men and money to implement adult education within the formal objectives set for them like men
the ideology. An adult educator school system. come to take their psyche for
in India today would find it hard granted. These objectives can be
to disagree with the statement Schools have personalities of changed, and upgraded but not
that adult education programmes their own. They are well-defined without a long course of
need to be institutionalized for social organizations within the “psychotherapy”, trauma and
them to have a chance and the larger system of education. They psychic expense. Organizations
needed continuity. are, again, particular kinds of also come to have their public

organizations and it puts them images like the public character
Another assumption antece- under definite constrains with of individuals and it becomes

dent to the theme of the National regard to what they would do difficult for organizations, as for
Seminar, and again completely and what they would not do. An men, to change so easily their
supportable, is that adult educa- analysis of the Indian school as patterns of relating in a group or
tion should come home to the an organization would give some a system. Roles, rules and ob=
school system. It should stop useful indication of the possibi- *jectives of organizations are
being at the mercy of a Central lities of assigning them new highly interdependant and
Ministry or a State Department adult education roles. mutually interactive variables,
or specialized institutions of We cannot change organizational
which there are so few. The While with the coming of the objectives without restructuring
expectation is reasonable. Adult new Schools of Business Admin- of roles and rules peculiar to an
education must come within the istration and the Management organization,
mainstream of public instruction Institutes in the country some
in India. Also it is beyond attention has been paid to the Let us now analyse some of
available national resources to study of industrial organization the organizational characteristics
create an independent and no such attention has been given of our schools and see what they
parallel system of adult educa- to an understanding of educa- promise for the assignment o!
tion in the country. On a rough tional organizations which are adult education roles to these
and ready basis such a system different from industrial organi- little bureaucracies. As indicated
must probably be seven times as zations at least in terms of their before there is little research
extensive and expensive as the being partly normative rather available on the sociology of
total system of formal education than completely contractual. Such Indian education and on the topic
even if we cover in our adult studies are awaited. of schools as organizations tor us
education programme only the to make any definitive statements,
productive age group of adults An organization essentially is Much of what is said is advance
between 15 and 44 years of age. a set of roles and rules for relat- on the basis of expert opinions,

ing those roles with each other and common experiences of euu- 
Most of us would wish that for the fulfilment of the objectives cators.

adult education should come to set down for the organization.
be a part of the formal system of People filling the various roles in 1. Schools are rigid org _ 
education. Most of us would an organization come to acquire zations with no built-in , ‘
wish the schools to become active particular self-concepts, statuses, The whole school system w
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could be conceived as a pyrami- 4. The public image o f the gramme to the Deputy. By put-
dical bureaucracy. This network school is not that o f an extension ting adult education programmes
is suitable fur handling adminis- organization. The need for con- into the schools we can save con-
trative orders but not professional tinuing education of the commu- siderable resources but we can-
inform ction. Even if by legisla- nity and the role of the school in not have too much for absolutely
tion through administrative this continuing life long education nothing.
orde: s u ait education is put into must be accepted by ail communi- Provision of funds for organiz-
the schco s that would not mean ties in India. It is not a matter ing such activities is important
the functional insolation of the of convincing ourselves alone The school that undertakes adult
programme in the school system. and other fellow adult education education work must have a
The for- ones of basic education workers. Bafic education was much greater range and amount
in Ini. .’ during the last two seen as inferior education, adult 0f equipment than the common
decades should provide every one education may be seen as betrayal school has today. It must have
some food for thought. of the school s actual functions. better libraries for adults and for

Schools are inward-look- 5. While some of our school teachers to prepare themselves to
ing organizations. schools in teachers have come to be leaders answer the questions and the calls
India as we know them, of international stature, the that the community may make on
were given to communities school system on the whole shows tjiem jt wouid neecj additional
by the government. They were unrelieved mediocrity. Adult furnit'ure in some cases because
not den ao 'ed or created by com- education programmes have to be a(jujj, ],Dees do not flt linder
munities. Hence they have not locally planned and locally children’s desks. Adult education
been and me not responsive to executed and may be beyond the groups may need demonstrations
community needs but have come competences of most teachers and which would mean goin° places
to acquire their own ynthetic headmasters that we have today. or it mav mean brineine a canned
culture. At the same time the Again, the people filling the demons£ atjon done on the film
democrat c form of government various roles in the school orga- which would mean projection
and the existing political impera- nization are unskilled as far as equipment,
tives make it impossible for India adult education procedures are ' T , V n . ,
to res ructure schools and their concerned. Their professional . Ldst 9* , , c ,
missions with the thoroughness training does not prepare them Pnze. envisaged by the National
and despatch examplified by for undertaking any such work. ^e™i°u^rQ̂ U!r„ - by
some of the socialistic systems. Finally, classroom oriented and an elaborat < n g programme
Adult education is outward-look- field oriented teachers will be not of the crash type but a good
ing, the schools are inward-look- different kinds of persons. Most honest-to-goocness programme
ing. teachers would not be field hat gives trainees a new ideo-

3. There has been an oriented and their self-concept l0^ ’ S1Yes them skills for work-
obvious goal-displacement in the would not permit them to parti- in® Wlt“ adults and organizing
organizational objectives of the cipate in adult education pro- programmes for adults, tells them
school. The educational objec- grammes. how to ^ curriculums, and
tives of the school have been There will be some very teaches them to roll with the .
substituted by the need to per- serious snags in using community PlJncfl?S ,in tt1e 16W s“ uatl^p-
form well at the examinations. resources for adult education Also the huge resources ofmedia
Tltis makes the teacher direct all work especially in the area of AIK, the i i ms msion
his energies to the examination economic skills, Economic skills documentaries, t e ress, and
and not to the PTA or the are one way of competing for a other Information media must
education of youth leaders. living and the good village artisan aJ- accept themselves as educa-
The existing system of exami- will not teach. We must not only tional agencies another huge
nations also takes away from give the school more teachers to problem of rebuilding oiganiza-
the teacher the freedom to spread adult education work all tions.
build his own cuiriculum that over so that every teacher can be The task is difficult and
could provide links between the released for some adult education requires bold decisions and hard
school and the society. This, work but demonstrate that adult work if schools have to be
however, means that, other things education is an equally important changed into professional organi-
being equal, pr- 'grammes of adult part of the school’s work. This zations that look both inward for
education closest to the existing m aybe done by appointing a identity and outward to the com-
patterns of school education, Vice-Principal or Deputy-Head- munity, that have resources of
such as correspondence courses master for Adult Education train- personnel, equipment and skills
and part-time and own time edu- ed as an adult educator in every to do the job. The restructuring
cation programmes will have a school and in some cases making is not easy nor can it be handled
better chance of successful instal- the Principal or the Headmaster as a crash programme. All that
lation in schools than many an Adult Education man while crash programmes can do is
others. giving the school education pro- crash!
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School Community Relationship
P.M. Sapre

Schools in the Community (e) participating in a common characteristics, attitudes and a
T H E  school occupies an impor- mode of life, mode of life. Children drawn
1  tant nlace amono the variniic from the community have already

institutions in a “community. (f) consclous of ,ts unity> and bad soinc exposure to these. It 
As it is enraoed in nrenarino the  ls desirable to capitalise on the
next generation of adult citizens (g) t0 act m acorPorate experiences which the community 
for the community, it is impor- y‘ provides. But this is only the
tant that it does this in close starling pomt for all learning. Let
cooperation with other institu- It is served by institutions and us illustrate this point. In teach- 
tions and in accordance with the agencies. It can act in a cohesive mg Agriculture the school ought
specific needs and resources of way t0 meet crises or problems t° re]ate initial learning to local
the community. This requires a resources as their leadership conditions which are already
constant effort to integrate the differs. Yet the common elements familiar It would then be easy
school and its functions with the recur. to r thei child .to learn about o her
rest of the community. And yet, problems and prac ices mother
during the past, and to some communities, m other parts of
extent even in the present, many Major Emphases the country and even in other
schools have unfortunately _  . countries of the world Schools
operated as though they existed The urge to integrate the often teach the concept ot demo-
in a vacuum, apart from the com- schools with the community is cracy and democratic institutions,
munitv which nurtured them usually reflected in two major The learning should begin with
Each L m ln i t y  Sas a Variety of emphases: first, service to the such institutions that already
institutions which reflect in some entire community and not merely exist m the community, like
measure the aspirations of the to the sch° o1 a8e children, and village panchayats. Once the
community and foster the values sec?nd> discovery, development concept is clear, further learning
which are cherished bv it Fach and use of resources of the com- about District Boards, State
institution tries in some wav to munity both for enriching the Assemblies, Parliament and even
mmove Hfe n the com nJSfv instructional programme of the the United Nations should be

Tf ' -,e m • :e corprnunity- sch00i and for enriching the com- meaningful to the child. The
U s T n S d  o M h e T o t L u S ' s a m e l  be said about other

ifs coutribalfon^usually depends satily suggests a two-way (raffle areas of tnstruetiou. 
upon the support both material between the school and the com- e ,
and moral that it derives from uuimty. Whereas education has The concept of School- 
thc community. in recent years emphasized the Community relationship is by-

importance of using community no means new; nor is it foreign,
resources for class room instruc- Some of our schools in compact

What is a Community9 tion, they have not recognised in and well-knit communities do
full measure, their responsibility exemplify an excellent relationship

‘Community’ seems to be a for discovering and developing through participation in a variety
nebulous term, yet it is a tangible such resources. of community activities. This
concept; it can be defined for the is more raanifiest in the case of
purposes of convenience. It sug- A fear is sometimes expressed schools started through local 
gests a sharing in common that a school which is concerned effort and supported by local
According to Allen and Cook primarily with local matters funds. Established in response
(A Sociological Approach to might develop in the children a to felt needs of the community
Education), a Community is narrow view of life and hamper such schools offer programmes

their full development. This, geared to the community require-
(a) a population aggregate, however, need not be so since the ments. In the United States—-

concern of the school with the there has been, in -ecent years.
(b) inhabiting a delimitable, local community is intended not a great deal of emphasis on this

contiguous territory, to restrict the school’s attention relationship out of winch has
to local matters but to provide a grown the concept ot a Com­

te) sharing in historical herit- focus from which to relate furiher munity School. The movement
age, study and action in the broader for progressive education pro

context, state, regional, national vided a corrective for
(d) possessing a set of basic and international. Each com- academic school, reducing the

service institutions, munity has its own distinctive emphasis on discipline, rote
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memory, and abstract knowledge. programme with the activities of 2. Use of the Community as
The progressive stressed activ- other agencies in the community an educational resource: Every -
ity programmes, education for like Rotary Clubs, Youth Orga- community is rich in a variety of
life and individual expression. nisations, Professional Associa- resources that can be profitably
More recently, many educators tions and other service organisa- used to supplement classroom
have focussed attention on certain tions. An effort is made to pool instruction and to provide oppor-
grave defects in the child centred the resources for undertaking tunities to see the application of
school of the progressive educa- service projects cooperatively. knowledge in real situations,
tion group and have advocated If good public relations are
the community school concept. 5. The facilities and resour- established by the school, it
This transition from the old ces of the school are used by the should have no difficulty in
academic school to the more people of the community to drawing upon these resources for
recent community emphasis is carry on desirable aspects of educational purpose,
sometimes described as a move- community living. Each school
ment from book-centred through has a fund of educational re- 3. School as an educational
child-centred to life-centred school, sources profitably used for resource for the community: Since
While it would be unrealistic educating the community. school-community relationship is
to claim that all schools have basically a two way traffic, the
gone through this growth, there 6. The school makes full school needs to place its own
is sufficient evidence to say that, use of community resources for resources at the service of the
in various degrees, the schools enriching its instructional pro- community. The school ought to
do not reflect community needs. pramme. These include, besides think of offering definite service

individuals and institutions, the to the community to the extent
Characteristics history and traditions of the its resources permits. Adult

community, the environment and education programme, use of
It might be useful to identify phjsical features, the major library and other physical facili-

the major characteristics of an occupations and the develop- ties, contribution by staff to the
ideal school-community relation- mental programmes. cultural and intellecutal activities
ship: are some of the possibilities.

7. The school staff concerns
1. Most of the educational itself with the activities of the 4. Community as a partner

experiences provided by the students outside the school so in the educational enterprise: To
school grow out of and are that life may be rich and may the extent the community
developed in terms of life in the also be coordinated with the matures as a result of the first
community. students’ life in the school. three stages, to that extent it is

ready for more responsible and
2 Students participate fully extensive involvement in the

in the activities of community Stages of Growth school programme. It then
living, studying the life of the becomes possible to associate
community and taking part as Like all other relationships, community leaders with the
organised groups in a variety of school-community relationship is management of the schools and
community activities sponsored a matter of gradual evolution. to develop an educational pro-
by different organisations. These Some schools are more involved gramme which represents the
miy include social services like in the total community life than best thinking the entire commu-
cleanliness, road safety, construe- others. It is thus a matter of nity is capable of.
tion work, spread of economics, degree. It is possible to identify
literacy, cultural and recreational a few important stages of this 5. If a school can success- 
activities and the like. growth. fully demonstrate this kind of

,  , , .  , relationship, it will soon find
.. , Pe?P\ec °- the com- 1 . The stage o f publicity: that it has become a partner in

mumty play a significant role in The school must first make its improving community living. It
determining the programme and existence known and felt by the would possibly be an instrument
policies of the school Local community. Its objectives and of social policy providing leader-
leadership is encouraged and programme must be published ship in all areas o f'life . Its
fostered totake up responsibility effectively to gain acceptance and involvement in the community
foi developing sound pro- support. This can be done would be total with the result that
grammes. through a carefully developed the school community and the

. . . .  . Pubjic relations programme, community school would become
4. I lit school is an important publications and periodical one and the same,

part of a total programme of reporting. Occasion must also
community living. As such, it be found to invite parents and (Courtesy RECORn- He?
constantly seeks to coordinate its community leaders to the school. College o f Educa
jg tion, Mysore1



Tanzanian Girl Students Win
First Mohammed Reza Palliavi Literacy Prize

They teach in homes, barracks and community centres

things made by these women and through financial
fT iHE young students at the Tabora Girls’ Secondary help from Sweden organized by the headmistress.
■1 School in Tabora, Tanzania, mostly between

14 and 19 years old, were the winners of the Classes at the community centres are for both 
first international Mohammed Reza Pahlavi Prize for men and women and for all ages. Here is how one
outstanding work in literacy. student describes her work at one of these classes:

“Formerly it was mostly men who attended these 
Their campaign, promoted by the headmistress, classes, the women going to the classes heiu in their 

Miss B. Johansson, and supported by the local Com- homes but now it is quite mixed and this has proved 
munity Development office, started in March 1966. very satisfactory. Several of the women have proved 
Tabora is an important road and rail junction in the {o be very clever and enthusiastic and when they 
heart of Tanzania, south of Lake Victoria and some Jfve learned to read and write they ask us to (each 
450 miles from the capital, Dar-es-Salaam, on the them simple arithmetic....We have older men and 

y  very young boys, older women and newly married
coast’ women, who bring-their babies with them.”

This student programme—the first of its kind in , , . „ . . , ,  .
the country—operates in three areas in one particu- Although basically started for i.liu a  , 
lar ward of the town. About 95 students are involv- beginners classes in both English and Swahili, (he 
ed. They go to people’s homes and conduct group programme has been expanded at the request of 
classes in the courtyards of ten selected houses; some of those newly able to read and write to i 
they run classes in army barracks for the wives of more advanced courses in both languages, 
soldiers; and they hold classes at community centres. .
All this work takes place every Tuesday and Thurs- Since they started their work, the young 
day late in the afternoon and early evening. Each “teachers” have been asked to start similar groups in
group is made up of two of these young teachers who other parts ot 1 abora. Unable to do this because
take their classes in turn. School staff pay regular they are already :ully occupied, they have hand ed
visits to classes to encourage the grown-up pupils over some of these classes to other secondary scho..
and also to check on the teaching methods of their students, including many at boys schools,
own younger pupils. Altogether, it is reckoned, more
than 400 people are being reached by the young Why do these young girls carry out this pro­
girls of this Tabora school. gramme which has won them the Pahlavi prize’1 As

one of them explained: “Because w'e belong to a 
Equipment for the programme, blackboards, small, privileged group of people who are able to get

tables, books, pencils etc., are supplied by the Com- a really good education m our country at the
munity Development Division, which also organizes moment. We are very grateful for this and we want
seminars and instruction courses for the teachers, to play our part in helping our Government in the
where much stress is laid on why adults should be great efforts to educate more and more people... VVe
educated and the many advantages of being literate, also hope that our work will inspire other students
Local officials of TANU, the Tanganyika African to start similar work themselves.
National Union—called “balozi” or ambassador
each in charge of a group of ten houses, arrange j n this way, these young girl students from 
which homes are selected for classes, and supply Tabora have given their answer to President Nyerere 
lists of illiterates. who, in launching a campaign of popular support

for his country’s literacy programme, proclaimed: 
The 100 or so soldiers’ wives being taught in the “It can be done, play your part.” Though these

barracks are divided into five groups. Besides liter- students have just won for their country the first
acy "which is the main concern, each group is also award of this international prize for outstanding
taught about cookery, needlework, housecraft, child work in literacy, since 1964 literacy programmes
care and laundry. By rotation, everyone gets a have been developing throughout Tanzania as an
chance to participate in all activities. All this is integral part of the country’s national development
taught by the young students with occasional help Plan. In January 1965, a total oi 7;-b 7 i 'n ‘̂
from the local woman camp commandant and edu- classes were in operation, attended by M L o ­
cation officer Extra equipment for these classes has adults, 206,214 of them men, 335,318 women Ana
also been obtained through selling some of the svtfee then the number has been regularly increasing.

19



As your
i responsibilities

I ncrease

your need f®r 
saving !
The fu tu re  holds uncertainties, 
responsibilities. Are you prepared to 
face them? S tart saving now.
Save to meet your fu tu re  needs. Save 
to face the challenge o f tomorrow.
Save w ith  the State Bank o f India, 

s 2100 branches of the bank
and its subsidiaries to assist you.

StateBank

LPE-Aiyars S. 2-17D

20



International Literacy Day and India’s Responsibilities
Sohan Singh

(Speech delivered on behalf o f the Association, on the occasion o f the International Literacy Day 
at an official function held in New Delhi.)

FOR nearly 15 years now we a seminar organised by the some years.
have been celeberating Lite- National Fundamental Educa- First of all, persons interested 
racy Day in India. It was tional Centre we said, firstly, that in the problem of illiteracy have 

December 6. From the very only the objective of functional for several years now been
beginning, the idea was that it literacy could be the legitimate clamouring unanimously for a
was important that illiteracy aim of the national effort and, National Board of Adult Educa-
should be eliminated from Indian secondly, that this functional tion. this is our priority
life and that every year we literacy must be considered as an number one. We call this ins
should remind ourselves that the investment and the national Board of Adult Education, but
task remained unfinished. The finance applied to areas where literacy is an inseparable part ot
International Literacy Day has the investment would yield more this Adult Education. It is not
given a global background to this and more results. This was no possible to separate the two. For
concern of ours. If this Day has abandonment of the stand that we have now come to the conclu-
any significance for us it means literacy was a human right. But sion that nothing short of func-
that we are now answerable to the in order that large number of tional literacy will fill the bill for
world community for what we do men and women have the oppor- our times and functional literacy
or fail to do in making illiteracy tunity to exercise this human is adult education through literacy
a phenomena of India s past anil right, the nation must achieve a or literacy through adult educa-
not of the Indian present— certain degree of economic pro- tion, whichever way may you lure
answerable that is to say not as a ductivity and literacy was seen as to look at it. Secondly, we are
matter of law, but of the con- an instrument of greater produc- keen that the scheme for formers
science of the human species. And tivity. In 1964-66, Dr. V.K.R.V. education in the High gelding
k t us tell ourselves frankly that, Rao preached this way of literacy Varieties Programme with literacy
in spite of the good work that we with a crusading zeal. But on as its essential component, should
have done in buik ing up a train- the plane of reality things stood be taken up immediately. In so
ed personnel and the know-how where they were. far as the literacy component is
and the necessary institutions of In the memorandum which- concerned-no jmagme8 hat
literacy work we have very Unesco has issued in connection it can be separated from other
nearlykt the personnel rust, the with the International Literacy elements in farmers education _
know-how fade away from our Day it is mentioned that the cele- Unesco is looking at it as one of
minds and the institutions bration of the Day “should mark the very important “
atrophy. The distance between start of a more active stage.” It the world, which will hopefully
our doctrines and our practices says further that this Day should go to establish the concept ot
continues to grow be chosen to announce, among functional literacy as the most
50 The worid thinking on literacy other things: significant form of adult educa-
has now come to a stage we “the launching of new literacy tion in the developing countries,
reached in 1962 In the first programme or projects in- Thus we owe it both to our-
flush of our enthusiasm after creases in budgetary alloca- selves and the international
independence we were impatient tions for literacy D a v T h a t the
to see the day when our peasants the beginning of further pro- celebrating this Day hat he
and workers would be literate, grammes within the frame different Mm. tries m the
hemme we saw in illiteracy the work of enterprises, rural Government of India should take
diminution of the Indian m anor development projects or non- up this project and work together
womau. We put in great and governmental organisations tc.make K successful. Miappen-

MaSsHnSeSby1 ̂ u U h L e  were We hope that Ministry of year. Unesco is keen to associate
halting and spasmodic. Soon Education will make all of us themselves with it. In India the
thp natinml will for eradicating happy by making an announce- association of the -Ministry ot
lUtera^ e oded away What ment or two in the spirit of this Education with this project will

wasTmore hnMul w a^ tha teven  memorandum. Meanwhile let be watched withikeer. interest by
the literacy achieved by us was me mention some of the things those who regard literacy as tinif® L S  to enab e the which we believe are ripe to be act of opening the door to the
new literate' to tackle the pro- taken up and some of which we modern age of rising technology.

19fifS. have been looking forward to for The Indian occupational
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pattern being still dominated by of the National Board of Adult in this direction by offering to 
agriculture we would like to give Education will only be a gesture assist j|other countries in training
a high priority to farmers without a meaning. some of their personnel,
functional literacy, but we would These are the things we owe
also like a similar project to be to ourselves. There are other All this great effort is bound
taken up in industry. The important programmes, too, to enrich the international pool
decision-making role of farmers which need to be implemented. of knowledge and experience in

- is, of course, of much greater But once the National Board is the philosophy, economics and
concern to us, who live perennial- there it will, no doubt, take them technology of literacy. [ believe
ly on the verge of starvation. But up. But there are also things here we can make some contribu-
workers in industry are also a that we owe to the international tion to the evolving methodology
force in developing India’s indus- community. As you know, of literacy. The biggest need of
trial productivity, or keeping it Unesco has taken up the largest the international community in its
stagnant. This, along with the siDglc literacy programme in the battle against illiteracy is the need
strength that accrues to them on world, though it is known by the to develop new instructional
account of their membership of modest name of Experimental materials and new methods of
trade unions, makes it necessary Literacy Programme. I will men- imparting functional literacy. We
to bring the illiterate among the tion here two aspects of it. First, have the intellectual and institu-
workers within the ambit of a Unesco sends Literacy Planning tional resources to undertake this
productivity-oriented literacy. Missions to various countries in work which will also add to our
We, therefore, believe that the the world where illiteracy is own armoury for attacking illiter-
Ministry of Education, in close heavy. Forty-eight missions have acy in our own country. This is
co operation with, other concern- been planned so far, of which the most important way in which
ed Ministries, should also open nearly half have done their work. we can share in the modern man's
channels of functional literacy I had the privilege to work on strivings to build a new world
into an industrial area. one of these missions. We went where knowledge is ascendent

Last year it heartened us all to to Afghanistan to explore the over ignorance,
know that Dr. V.K.R..V. Rao, possibilities of expanding literacy
then Member of planning Com- work in that country. It was an These are some of the 
mission, had stuck against heavy experience of a different mint thoughts which came to us on
odds to his resolve to boost altogether to view the problem this occasion, when we arc cele-
functional literacy in India. of literacy through glasses un- brating the International Literacy 
But all the promise vanished coloured with the deep emotional Day. Some of them are neces-
into thin a>r with the collapse of involvement that one has for sarily concerned with our inter-
our House of Planning. Our one’s own country. We saw what national obligation in this field,
statesmen and economists are literacy meant to mankind and But the more important one con-
now busy in salvaging the wreck not just a part of it. We saw cern the rehabilitation of the liter-
and we are happy to know that what it meant to millions of men acy movement in our country. I
education is not being forgotten and women who are passing over do hope something would be
in the salvaging operations, as is from the cares of today to the done soon to remedy the indiffer-
clear from the weighty report of tasks of tomorrow. I suggest that ence and neglect into which we
the Committee of Members of we should be ready to co-operate have cast this subject for some
Parliament on Education (1967). with Unesco if it needs our years past.
We are also glad to know that services on these Mission.
the Committee has mentioned the Second, Unesco is supporting
need for intensive efforts to spread mass attacks on illiteracy in ------------- --------——----
literacy, particularly in the age selected areas for particular T T i r n A r r f t r c r> m A
group 15-25, among its 16 sections of population in few 1HL ROLL Ub oLHOOL IN
priorities in the field of education. countries to give to these coun- ADULT EDUCATION
We certainly have no desire, had tries a taste of success in tackling
we the power, to overwhelm our the problem of illiteracy and to (Continued from page 11)
planners with sermons on literacy. show to the world what inter-
But we do expect that they will national co-operation can achieve pines’ experience which has had 
take note of the research that is in this field. Its effort in this an influence far beyond the shores
coming up now to show the con- behalf in Iran, Mali. Algeria and of the Republic indicates some
tribution of functional literacy to Ecuador has won -world-wide ways in which schools can play a
the growth of a people's econo- recognition. It is good to know positive and creative role in the
mic capacity and, taking note of that many Indians are now work- literacy and immediate post-
it, provide some lubricating ing in these projects which though literacy education of adults and
finance to make the machinery located in particular countries, ways in which the school can be-
of literacy in India run smoothly. yet have an international hue come the very centre for adult
Without that even the setting up about them. But we can do more and community education.
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Emerging Concept of Adult Education as 
Integral Part ©f Indian System of Education

By S.R. Mohsini, Director, Jamia School of Social Work, New Delhi

Q1NCE the dawn ot Independence, people interest- Janta College or Vidya Peth, a residential institution 
^  t j-in Proaio^9n Adult Education in carrying out the programmes of adult education with 

India, have been trying to find for it a place in more emphasis on training in craft and vocation, 
the national system of education. The Kothari
Commission has recently emphasised that educa- A large number cf community Centres and 
uonal Institutions of all types and grades should be Vidya Peths were opened in various pans of the 
encouraged to provide various programmes of adult country, and social or Adult Education wings were 
education. It is hoped that with the implementa- established under departments of Education of 
tion ol these recommendations the cherished goal of various states. The Community Centres and the 
making adult education an integral part of the Vidya Peths were expected to be run on a permanent 
national system of education, may be achieved basis like schools and colleges. But as they did not 
before long. meet the variegated needs of the adults in their

localities, they could not sustain, barring a few 
Before entering into the discussion of various exceptions, the popularity that they had gained dur- 

aspects of the proposed adult education programmes ing the first phase of their development. People, the 
under the auspices of the institutions of formal government authorities and even the field workers 
education, it seems necessary to deal, though briefly became di-satisfied with their w rkings. Within a 
'.vit i the efforts which were made in the past to find decade of their inception, their number declined, 
a place for adult education in the national system The dream of fiuding a suitable place for Adult 
or education and with the factors which were res- Education in the Educational system of the country, 
ponsible tor not having achieved the desired result, thus, could not come true Many factors were 
It would help us to see the problem in its historical responsible for that. Firstly, little attention was 
perspective and to avoid repeating the past mis- paid to fundamental questions such as whom to 
takes. teach, what to teach and how to teach. The Com­

munity Cenfres were supposed to serve all t>pes of 
Historical Background: people and utilize varied educational opportunities

and organise variegated forms of education for diffe- 
In India, the movement of educating adults was rent segments of the community. But in practice 

synonymous with literacy when it received some their activities could not go beyond literacy educi:.- 
recognilion in 1937-38. Realising the difficulties in tion, a few recreational, cultural a~d social activities, 
making an adult literate, even under the most expert some programmes based on audio-visual-aids, a 
teaching, unless he was conscious of the real series of talks on unrelated topics and a poor library 
use cf literacy skills in his life, the content of service. Most of these activities have been unco- 
adult education was broadened to include, besides ordinated, improvised and occasional. The educa- 
hteracy, informations and skills useful in day to day tion of the individual adult was the one which 
lives of the adults. Moreover, it was thought advis- suffered most, 
able to organise recreational and cultural activities
and to utilize audio-visual-aids to make the educa- With one or two persons on he staff and with- 
tional programmes more attractive. The organisa- out any outside help and guidance, it has too much 
tion of such activities necessitated to have to expect that the Community Centres might be able 
permanent places such as Community Centre, while to develop a balanced programme of adult education, 
temporary abode was enough for literacy classes. For making 'hern effcc'ive in truments for adult and 
With the establishment of democratic institutions social education there was a need of th; agencies on 
in the country, the field of adult education was regional level for providing them with the follosing 
further widened to include all aspects of adult living services:—
with more emphasis on social and cultural activities
in order to tone up the social life and to develop 1 . Information and advisory service, giving sug- 
social consciousness among the masses. The name geslion on study-outlines rnd syllubsi of
of adult education was changed to social education, courses in different subjects, bibliographies of
which was included in the programme of Community suitable literature, text books, methods ot
Development projects for taking the movement teaching and standard of operation etc.
started by Community Centres in cites and towns to
the rural areas Tbe interest in rural development 2 . Organising demonstration courses and classes 
brought into existence another institution known as on local level.
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3. Conducting courses on vocational and techni- Firstly, attempt should be made to attain concep-
cal subjects in the community centres. tual clarity regarding the different categories of

4. Supplying speakers, lecturers, instructors, and people to be served, the education.',1 content to be
group leaders on part-time paid or voluntary included in the programme and the different forms 
basis for different courses, forums, discussion and methods to be utilised for meeting the educa- 
groups and cultural and social activities. tional needs of different segments of our popula-

5. Supplying travelling exhibitions and illustrated tion. Secondly, different areas of adult education
lectures. should be assigned to different types of educational

6. Distribution, on non-orofit basis, of articles institutions on the basis of their resources in terms
materials and equipments for games, music, of personnel, building and equipment. Moreover, it 
dramatics and other leisure-time pursuits is also necessary to evolve channels of communica-

7. Information and advisory services regarding tions, coordination and collaboration between 
audio-visual aids material and distribution of different educational institutions.
film, film strips, maps and charts for being
used in community centres. Clientale for Adult Education Programmes

.. . . Majority of our people are illiterate. They have
The Centres, if provided with these seivices and j0 be made literate. A large number of the literates 

an extra lund to employ part-time workers, could need to be brought up to the level of 8 years school- 
have stimulated interest among various groups of jng wbjcij bas been prescribed in our scheme of 
adults, helped them to find out a course to meet compulsory education. Both these sections of our 
their needs and aspirations, and seemed for taem people constitute the large segments of our popula­
t e  necessary mat rial, instructors, lecturers or t jon and are on the same level and belong economi- 
speakers. . hey would have been able to organise a caiiy( socially and culturally to the same class and 
variety of programmes to satisfy the needs and gncj g cjjfgcu]t to take advantage of the existing 
interests of different sections and classes of the system of education. Their education will neces- 
community and thus would have become a living sarily have tQ be reraedhl in nature, T{le education 
foie? in the lives of the people. This could not of the remaining segments of our population means 
done as there was lack of conceptual clarity at that further education beyond this level. It gives us 
bane along with the problem of meagre fin ncial three major categories of our adult population who 
resources which were exhausted on providing poor naturaUy will hlvs different motivations and 
accomodation, skeleton staff and inadequate equip- purposes for getting education and for whom 
ments for the Centres and a huge staff for super- different types" of educational opportunities have to 
visory and training purposes. be provided.

New Horizons in Adult Education Content of Adult Education
The Adult Education Movement in India had The content of the educational programmes for 

been in erested since 1939 in associating Univer- every group of working adult has to be developed 
sitiev, Colleges, Primary, High, Secondary, and according to their specific educational needs. The 
Technical Schools in the promotion of adult educa- diversified basic educational needs of an adult may 
tion in the country. It became a necessity after the be summarised as follows •
efforts to bring adult education in the fold of since the efficiency in spoken and written

s t t  zss&sst. £ •Lm sss
Cer.lres. .Tania Colleges and Community Develop- knowledge of language which can bedevelop-

i ‘. w r  ssjz -  - « *  *'*&#*«>•» *
sion, the schools, colleges and universities in India 2. He needs to know and understand the facts 
would no longer lag behind their counter parts in of bis local and wider environment, of the
the advanced countries of the world and would take background of local, national and inter-
an increasing part in the promotion of adult educa- national problems, of the facts of science
tion in their areas. Till now the buildings of our and of the nature of culture,
institutions for formal education remain unutilised 3, He constantly needs to go on increasing his 
after regular working hours. If their resources vocational or professional efficiency and
including class rooms, auditoriums, workshops. keeping himself acquainted with upto date
teachers, playground are offered for the cause of knowledge and information about his voca-
ad«!t education, they may be used right through the tions or professions.
day and evening for meeting ihe needs and desires 4, He needs to have experience of close-fellow- 
of the members of tne community of any age to play ship and to be able to share experiences with
and learn. good wjH and tolerance and to learn, during

T wo things are required if we want this desirable this process, the handling of different group
change to be brought about in an or derly fashion. situations with judgment and understanding.
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Methods and Forms of Adult Education tion as compulsory, and for those who have acquired
These educational needs, the satisfaction of which ttbis minimum standard of education but would like 

brings about the development of intellectual faculties f Cj r\ 1JQÛ  b^!-r stu ies further. The a^pc 
and other inherent abilities and talents of individual °J, adaIt ^ucahon rmy be described as remedial 
adults can bo met in variety of forms such as education and the other as the further education of 
informal, quasi-formal, formal and social education. adu l*‘ Such courses are usually organised through
A brief discussion of each one of these forms is Aou,t sch?ols' even,n8 aad mornin8 colle8fescf ”S 
necessary to show the varied types of educational correspondence courses. The importance of such 
programmes that are to be organised to meet the P ^ is io n  cannot be minimised as urban workers
diversified needs and purposes of the adults. are uorm a'y inclflned acquire the same qiial.fica-

^ K tions as those for which training is provided in
Informal Adult Education utilises entirely new s? 00| s and colleges, so that they may utilise their 

methods while formal adult education adopts the educational advantages for economic gains.
pattern and methods long established in our educa- e . , „ ,  , . , .. .
tional institutions for full- time students. The formal t Soc!al Education may be described as an attempt 
education has a definite objective of covering a make the process of social life creative ana 
prescribed syllabus in a given period of time. It has educative with a view to bringing abou socially
a definite system of enrolment of students, of having { . ' " S ,  L e T n e e d s T  haVe” exneriencesteachers, text-books examinations and results. *°, adults, satisfy their needs to nave experiences
Agencies for informal education, on the other hand, tof cl?se fellowsb,P and se government, enable them
maintain quite an informal atmosphere and depend to ^ a r e  experiences with good will and tolerance
entirely on the self-educability of the adults. Most aad the”  m >earnm8 t0A hand,e d,fff ent 
important of these agencies are Libraries, Reading sdu“  with judgment and understanding and to 
Rooms, Reading Clubs, Museums, Films, Radio adJust themselves to the ever changing demands of 
Broadcast, Exhibitions and other audio-visual aids, democratic life. Such an education may be provided 
Other forms of informal education are the organiza- by organising varied activities for group work and 
tion of a series of lectures, forums, discussion community action. It is only through participation 
groups, panel discussions, symposiums, seminars, sucb activities and by conscious practice in 
conferences and other adult assemblies for learning democratic living that one learns the dem cratic 
purposes. All these agencies inspire and help indivi- behaviour and becomes cooperative member of a 
dual adults to continue their self-study and self- =ommunity and thus acquires social education in 
cnauirv true sense °* tbe term. Adults need a variety of

^ y' group experiences. The small intimate, cohesive
The D'oerammes of adult education o f auasi- friendshiP §rouP affords an opportunity for indi- 

formal nature have some format elem ents^ them. vidual development and personal satisfaction Large
They have definite enrolment of students who cover e*s co.hes‘ve Sr<?uP3 can be ut,hzfed for U
the prescribed syllabus of studies with the help of .the ,adlvldual with a wider range of experiences It 
teachers in a given period of time. They differ from 1S» therefore, necessary to provide to the adults 
the formal adult education in the sense that they do group-experiences on several levels. Special interest 
not lead to any academic certificate, degree, or f  ouPs °?ay be organised around recreational, cul- 
higher professional qualification. They aim at in- tura and vocational ac.ivi.ies. 
creasing the efficiency of individual adults in a • , T . . <•
particular field. Such programmes can be organised AduIt Educatlon and Institutions of
through the following short courses: Formal Education

, , ^  . .  , . , •____ „ .. . We have to provide for each category of our
(a> ? ” £ ? £ ' * ' )U“ S , °  "” prove population, programmes with varied edncatonal
... c< “. cttl y‘ . . . .  contents and forms to suit their calibre aud mtelh-
(b) Courses m cultural subjects which provide gence and to meet their diversified needs, and

joeral education to them. purposes. It has to be provided on three levels i.e.
(c) Courses which aim to strengthen different literacy education. Education of the literate adults

projects for community development, and Further education. Literacy education is the
stage of preparation for Primary Education, < he 

Formal Adult Education provides opportunities to education of literate adult is the stage of preparation 
the adults to improve their educational standards on for Secondary Education and the further education 
the pattern prevalent in educational institutions for may include both preparation for University F.duca- 
full time students. It organises courses of instruc- tion and the Education of University tandard. 
tion, given in the regular way including teacher, According to this analysis literacy Education ought 
text-book, examination, and certificate, diplomas or to be assigned to the institutions of Primary Educa- 
degrees. Formal adult education has to be organised tion, Education of the literate adults to the institu- 
on two levels, for those who could not reach the tions of Secondary Education and Further education 
standard of education prescribed for the next genera- to the Universities and Colleges. The point to
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be considered in this regard is whether each of all official and non-official agencies, private business 
these institutions are capable of taking up these and the general public. Autonomous Boards need 
responsibilities in terms Jof human and material to be set up in every state for the purpose, 
resources at their disposal and whether the nature # , .
of these responsibilities is such which can efficiently Educatjon of the Literate Adult
be undertaken bv the institutions concerned. Let us .
take the case of literacy Education. We have to Secondary schools possess unique opportunities
consider the complicated problems of literacy in our for the education of literate adults and can play an 
country and to find out whether our institutions of increasingly important part in the development of 
Primary Education are capable of dealing with them, different ^ypes

Literacy E d i t i o n  t
Illiteracy is a common problem for the new developed as community schools or school-cum-

democracies like India. Two things are needed for community centres, if an understanding of the dose
solving it creation of literacy among the masses and inter-relationship of adult education in the corn-
then preserving it. Creation of literacy in a coun- munity with elementary and secondary education is
try depend on efficient implementation of compul- created among the school s staff. We all know the
s?ry primary education among the children of school children do not become healthy adults unless the
going age and on the success of mass literacy cam- adult world around them is mentally and emotion-
S ijn s  to eradicate illiteracy from adult population, ally healthful The school staff, therefore must face
Serious efforts have also to be made for the preser- the responsibility of participation in re-educatsng
vation of literacy, as the skills in reading and writing the adult world that surrounds the daily life of the
rnnnnf he retained long without practice. It is a children. For that the schools require to wor^ with
sheer waste to create literacy without providing adult groups of the locality and with community
facilities for practicing it. Moreover, literacy is not agencies for the development of rich and whole-
an end in itself, it should lead to education. some out-of-school experiences.

It is too much to expect that this problem can be The adult literates who had to leave their full- 
solved by the institutions of primary education if time education before completing a year of ..chool-
they organise literacy classes in their buildings. For ing, can be motivated for continuing their education
iquidafion of illiteracy, we need a well thought out- if an atmosphere charged with desire for improve-

scheme which has to be linked up with our plans ment is created in local communities through pro-
to S > m p u S ry  educa.ion up to th c  age of 14 and gramme, of social e t a  on. la  such an a mo phere
compulsory continuation education for boys and ignorance is gradua ly taken ao. a social evil at
girls up to 16 years of age. It is with the help of individuals become keen to continue their education
such programmes that the percentage of illiteracy to gain social prestige or o improve their economic
will gradually decrease in our country. This process conditions. The educational programmes to be
can be accelerated by launching campaigns for eradi- organised for literate adults have to be diverge to
cafion of illiteracy from 16 to 40 years age group suit the varying interests, needs calibre and mtelli-
in areas covered by the scheme of compulsory edu- gence of different groups of people. Some of tlie“
cation. These efforts, however, need to be streng- have highest degree of self-educability and can
thened by effective programmes of providing conti- educate themselves through books, extension lectures
nuing and further education to the literate adults and other educational activities of informa . .
which on the one hand will help them to preserve There are some for whom informal forms of educa-
their literacy and on the other create an atmosphere tion are insufficient. They need some guidance and 
which may produce greater motivation for illiterate help, before they can benefit from these experiences, 
adults to acquire literacy. They require to get some formal or quasi-formal

H education to increase their self-educability.
We would be wiser by not over burdening our . .

educational insiitutions with the responsibilities of Most of these activities will have to be carried 
dealir a with the complicated problems of llliter- out by part-time paid specialists cr by the voluntary
acy. Otherwise our educational institutions would work of the teaching staff of the secondary schools,
not be able to pay enough attention towards their colleges and universities. The man-power resources
important duty of providing opportunities to literate of this kind need to be harnessed by some regional
adults and creating greater motivation among the agencies to be developed for that purpose. Until
illit. r a t : or es for becoming literate. The institutions such agencies are developed, secondary school adult
of formal education which are now being sought to education programmes can be organised under the
be utilised for programmes of adult education, leadership of Ihe universities which have ample
should not be entrusted with organising mass literacy educational resources and appropriate perspective ot
ramna'ims. Such campaigns must be organised on experimentation. There will be, however, the need
emergency level with the help and co-operation of of a nucleus of one fu)l-time worker in adult educa-
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tion for every 100 hours per week of part-time demand can be made by offering correspondence 
workers services. The minimum academic qualifi- courses and by organising part-time formal courses 
cation for such a full time worker should be a in Morning or Evening Colleges. The most impor- 
second class Master’s Degree, with one year training tant field of further education is, however, the 
in education and at least three months training in provision of educational facilities for those who are 
Adult Education. He needs to be given the status interested to invest their leisure in the pursuit of
of the Vice-Principal (Adult Education) in the knowledge and to acquire such knowledge for its
Secondary School to which he would be attached to. own sake without seeking any certificate. Diploma 
His function would largely be to or Degree. They need to be provided with various

short-term residential or part-time, non-residential
(1 ) keep abreast of the best knowledge and courses in subjects of their interest, 

pratices in the field,
(2) to extend school services to the adult popu- The universities should also provide leadership to

lation of the community, Secondary Schools, local communities or special
(3) to encourage voluntary group associations interest groups in organising programmes for

and to develop educational objectives, informal education, such as extension lectures,
(4) to organise, evaluate and reorganise the forums, discussion groups, seminars, conferences,

school programme in the light of.changing etc. The universities must also find avenues to
needs, guide and help people, who come under its direct

(5) to provide cohesion and continuity to the influence through such programmes in actively
work assigned to part time workers, and associating themselves in activities for the regenera-

(6) to work as administrative head of the adult tion of economic, social and cultural life of their
education programmes in the school under communities and thus acquiring social education, the 
the general supervision of the Principal. ultimate end of all adult educational programmes.

Let us hope that universities will come forward to 
Further Education of Adults guide the movement for adult education, the central

and state governments and local bodies will give 
The further education of adults is the main substantial financial support ard they together will

responsibility of our universities which should be provide a framework of educational services for
interested in transmission of knowledge to ever adults in which local, official and non-official
increasing number of individuals in society and agencies, may fit in and contribute their share to a
therefore must throw their treasures open to those, comprehensive and co-ordinated programme of adult
who are outside its walls and experiment in the education,
teaching of adults. The programmes for further 
education would have to cater to different needs of
four categories of our working adult population, --------
namely,

(i) Those who after 8 years of schooling or
r^eha„di ° ,eav̂ eir fo1Mim? edu£at,iOD; All India Adult Educationbefore getting Higher Secondary School
certificate. f 7 m f p r f » n r f >

(ii) holders of Higher Secondary School certifi- V jO I l lC r c n tL
cate who could not get university education,

(iii) graduate of the universities and The two-day All India Adult Education Con-
(iv) professional classes with a higher level of ference will begin in Mysore on October 20, 1967. 

general education and specialised training. Shri A.R. Deshpande former Adviser to the Union
Government of India on Adult Education will pre- 

All these sections of population including the side, 
well-educated ones need further education for their
spiritual enrichment, intellectual stimulation, aesfhe- The Conference which has been convened by the 
tic satisfaction and understanding of ever increasing Indian Adult Education Association, is likely to be
frontiers of knowledge, upon which depends human inaugurated by Shri G.S. Pathak, Governor of
survival In a fast changing world. The universities, Mysore, 
therefore, need to design programmes for preparing
adults to be able to get university education, for The high-light of the conference is a symposium 
imparting university education and offering courses on “ What Universities can do to promote Adult 
of an advanced and refresher kind. There will Education?” Prof A R. Wadia,TVlember, University 
always be, among the four categories mentioned Grants "Commission will preside. Among those who
above, adults who are anxious to undertake formal are likely to speak are Prof. Eyford of Rajasthan
courses leading to certificates, diplomas or degrees University, Dr. A.V. Naik of Poona University and
of a university. Arrangements for meeting such a Shri N K. Pant of Delhi University.
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Adapting School Education to the Weeds of the Adult
Mrs. Helen Butt, M.A., Ph. D.

THE utilization of existing schools, facilities and knowledge supposed to be of use or interest to
teachers for extending education to adults has unschooled adults. The condensed courses are cf
obvious advantages The primary appeal may use only to those who can continue long enough to

be the economic one: buildings and facilities can be pass an examination. Even then, further education
put to use in the evening and during vacation periods is often necessary before the effort expended is
with little or no extra cost, and even teachers can, in rewarded, usually in the fcrm of service as a teacher, 
some cases, be deputed to this work from their nurse, etc. Although the most obvious objection to
regular duties more economically than separate staff this avenue of advance as a large-scale solution to
can be employed. Administratively, too, such an the problem of adult education is its prohibitive cost, 
arrangement has merit. In many, if not most of the the deeper reason for not following it is that the
States, adult education is the responsibility of the goal and incentive of such education is a change of
Education Department, and it might be found much occupation. It would not be economically possible
simpler to combine the two functions of schooling to provide such an incentive on a truly national
and adult education than to operate two separate scale, nor would it be psychologically desirable to
systems under common supervision, as is the most encourage aspirations that cannot be fulfilled, 
common practice at present. The designing of curri­
cula and text-books and the actual imparting of
education are the domain of the educationists and The tit-bit offering, on the other hand, is no
teachers, and it is reasonable to suppose that there curriculum at all, if by curriculum we mean a course
is considerable expertise available within the school study which leads somewhere. It  is  p o p u la r ly ,
system which could be applied to the advantage of but fallaciously, supposed that adult learners need to
adult education. However; it is in these latter be “entertained” by little pieces of many things, none
spheres, where the greatest advantage could be of which looks at all like a lesson. Surveys of w n a t
derived from combining the two systems,'that the neo-literate adults want to do “next” in d ic a te  that
greatest care will have to be exercised if we are not they want to learn something useful, and t h a t  they 
to fall into the pitfall of adopting rather than adapt- would like to stick to a certain subject until th ey  
ing. This is especially true in regard to adult edu- know something about it. 
cation at the most rudimentary level: that of adult
literacy and education of adult neo-literates. Con- In view of the need for a curriculum especially 
siderable attention will have to be given to the dif- suited to adults, it would seem that the schools will
ferences not only in the psychology of adults and have to offer in the service of adult education, not
children but also to their differing needs and currjcula which they have already produced, but 
conditions. their special skills in producing curricula.

Curricula and Text-books
_____. , , ___ •_r What has been said of curricula applies also,

The pre ■ y .P L m in tin n  mutatis mutandis, to text-books. These can neitit er
secondary schools largely const ute a Preparation be thg already av’ai]ab]e school text-books (with few
for further schoo u g. ie mmhinntinn of exceptions) nor the inchoate and incohesive texts so
adult needs, on the other hand, is a combination of often offered to ae0-literate adults. Though langu-
knowledge and skills age and sentence structure must be of the simplest
dady life. This ,s not exclusively vocational—it may ord the subject matter mustbe purposeful and 
be related to health, citizenship and other aspects ot . . l * _«. tuL
life -b u titm u * tb e  immediately relevant. It is an * *  cf  cepts adult. There must be
end product rather than an intermediate product, ^ Pf ' f t raV na' T f -
Even the knowledge of the three R’s must be impart- children s text-books, adult texts will
ed in such a way that it is applicable and applied to ^ . facts ™th fo re  explanations and
immediate problems. It must not be presented merely P M ost. esPec'ai ^ t!f  J  ^
as an accomplishment in itself, to be further elaborat- bav,e{°  PreKsent dldicult mate» al m such a ™ nne.r 
“d through vears of studv tbat k  c,an be readl,y erasPed by Persons of restnct"® ^ ' * ed vocabulary and experience and with little time to

The approach to educating neo-literate adults devote to its mastery. The writing of such texts 
has, thus far, been ambivalent. Insofar as any requires a skill that can seldom be picked up in a 
continuing education has been offered, it has been “ writers’ workshop.”  Indeed, it is a chal :1;
either in the form of “condensed courses” following best minds in the educational field. It also req u ires
the school curriculum and preparing the student for the collaboration of specialists in the subject m a tte r  
recognized school examinations, or it has consisted to be imparted, and these may not b e  found within 
mostly of what might be described as “ tit-bits” of the ambit of the schools

, ’ 29



Selection and! Utilisation of Teachers purpose is a function of at least four factors, viz. 1)
The quality of teachers in the field of rudimentary tbc matv‘?r% 2) , thet !f rner 3) the total

adult education could be considerably improved ^ s u b je c t  matter to_be imparted; and 4)
“ . . .  , d to m  ti,Wo the length of time, in terms of both sessions and
through d ir e c tR a t io n  o f t o t a l  lapse of time, which can be devoted to impart-

m  the subject matter. Only the firs. « S  are
prodatDalioB, ,h& the teaching of ad„l, classes a. Z S S % £ S ? 2 %  ,h° “  * *  “

The subject matter may or ma,.rro .be  the same
.V r r r i .  fra, for adults as for school-going children, but even inother one factor for t^e disappoiming results of cases where js. ig> wi]1 have t0 be presented in a.

much crdult eoucat onal effort If the school sys em different ,ight in view of the otber fact£rs> Particular.
can be ‘nouced t take up* the t̂ask: of adult educa- j the method 0f teaching adults will have to include 
tion, it should, at the same time resist the analo- sharper focus ou essentials, and a much greater 
gous temptation to place at the disposal of this aiEOUnt of elucidatioE and will have to draw §n the 
branch of us activibcs the least qualified and least aduU studeQ(s thein’selves> for appiicatiofl and
apt ot its personnel. nroiecticn

Ideally there should be a person or persons of JThe adult lea, ner is not merely a person with an 
adequate ability and training designated excius.vely adu]t psychology. While adult psy5 ,ology is un­
it r admt educa ion w re i rprsotinpl doubtedly one subject which must be understood if
practice it may not be ^  " " g n  a suita4  teaching method for adults is to be
full time for this work m all instances One of the evo!ved tbero are * other facets to the problem 
advantages of combining the two effort under one Qf teachi d ltB effe/ tivel Some of thes/ are the
head is the eco°°r^  ° f " ^ ^ g  the eacher s time iienC(f and ior knowi 'dge 0f the adult and the
partly for regular school work and partly for adu co^ditioDS in wflich he lives a*d works. others are 
education. Regardless ot the size ot the clientele, it ___ ,
is difficult to utilize the full time of a teacher produc- connected,?  m , le^ mng needs- Stlll‘ oth*rs 
tively in adult education, since class work can be >nth«st.im<5 and otlher resources at the d.s-

V .  ’ f H  T posal of both the learner and the teacher (meaning
fiHupthe teacher’s time with personal visits and the Th P s f ” ' suPervjfors'
liK-e Ponly adds to the e ^ L c  burden of adult " t S  w S r S ^ I t S S  
education, while to treat the teacher as a part-time f he teachj method ag cate ies 3) and 4) above. 
worker tends to depreciate the importance of adult Thcre jg a closbe interreiation between the two. 
education To treat the teacher quar teacher as a full Jf a student is t0 continue> Say, mathematics up 
time worker dividing bis time between two types of tQ the advanced st it may b/ advisable t0 rmtw- 
instruct,on would seem to take us off the horns of duce the so_called V , dern mathematics from the 
ire dilemma. . , . outset. If, on the other hand, it is not contem-

E S f f o u X '^ ^ f a 'b i !1 ? dVf,K1 much bT ° dsole occupation, adult education should be the major ^ c. four bakslc/ U f ’ a f  s? ple “ e?siiratl°n- 
concern of at least one such teacher in each school. a“d enough of the decimal system to know the 
Other activities of such a teacher, though not difference between rupees and paisa, then adopting 
unimportant, should be such as to permit of full the complete modern mathematics approach might 
concentration on this new and demanding assign- blt 1,ke US1QS an aeroP,ane for a 50 kllometre
ment. Thus, while the teacher selected for adult , ...  ̂ .. ..
education work should in every instance be one of Again, a child with more time than reasoning 
the best, he should ideally not be the person res- p.ow^r at hls d>sPosal, and the prospect of a teacher
ponsible for overall administration of the school. ^ d’Di , f h l 51LSl eJ ? o ^ i ^ L aL f  ^
The latter should, of course, be ultimately responsi- P°.ssibly d?,.we11t0, 1f arn yef d,n8 on tbe, bas' s
ble for the adult education programme as for the of word andASt° 7  J?11® 8 S«P P " ed with
rest of the school programme. ??P10US illustrations An adult who must stand on

r  8 his own feet after a total of perhaps 150 hours of
j  classroom teaching will be better advised to learn

leaching Methods through a more basic unit of recognition which he
The bringing of regular school teaching and can manipulate confidently and correctly, even if 

adult school teaching into juxtaposition one with haltingly, at the end of his tutelage, 
another should be enriching to both. It should also The total number of teaching hours to be dis- 
yield a rich field of study to specialists in the learn- pensed also calls for a look at the length and spacing
ing and teaching processes. However, the fruits of of sessions. The aforementioned 150 hours will not
this field will be garnered only if sufficient attention produce the same results when concentrated within
is given to the differences in the methods required a period of 30 days as they will when distributed
for the two purpose; . . .  . over a six-month period. A wide-spectrum course

The teaching method suitable to a certain can be given in larger doses than one that builds
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consistently upon itself and, therefore, progresses out uakaown words constructed from known letters, 
lineally on the basis of mastery of previous material, read out the full texts to the students and succeeded 
Again, a faster pace may be justified where the in getting the students to memorize them, 
student is expected to put his learning to immediate Tuflr« u i * r
solid“tion "an ?  ^  a^ rdAC0If iderable method which, like the example gWe'n above may

1, 0 ,antd reinforcement. A slower pace will be predicated by the author but consciously or un-

reteined over considerable i f f i f U S S  ^  I S r T X ^  thfl 
S  concentration of sub- ,earning behiud the method oTteafhing. PEven?if hes —tirae isjra ar&s sst

T • • r  i j c  • •  r » , . employ them, or he may know how, in a theoreticalTraining, Guidance and Supervision for Adult way, bat ,ack the prac!ic; which raakes the right
Education method “second nature” to him. As it is by no means

an indifferent matter how the intended method 
It is often argued that, since school teachers fares at the hands of the teacher dispensing it. some- 

already know “how to teach”, they need only be thing must be done to ensure that the intended 
given a few lectures on adult psychology to prepare method will, in fact, be employed. The obvious 
them to teach adults. Lectures given on the assump- answer to such problems is to give the teacher train- 
tion usually dwell largely on the need of the adult ing, guidance, and supervision, 
for respect, freedom and a sympathetic attitude on By training is meant the imparting of actual 
the pait of the teacher for the learners extra-curri- techniques. The trainee learns by observing, doing, 
cular problems Quite obviously, this sort of onen- having his performance analyzed, and doini again, 
^ n d o e s  little to prepare the teacher for his new No matter how many years can be devoted to pro- 
q n m l T t n  * 3  at ‘ *edcd 1S a radically different ducing a teacher, his education will not be complete 
cfnHna' • a w  teactYnS -\of Pre- without this element. The less time can be devoted

f  “ n S g' dnlhng and havmg the to other forms of education, the more important 
aauit learner perrorm. becomes training. Training is of unique importance

Another plausible assumption is that the teaching in the process of reorientation such as is required to 
method is determined by the text-book. It is, there- enable a school teacher to become a successful adult 
fore, necessary only to place in the hands of the teacher, for it is perhaps the only sure way to change 
school teacher a text-book for adults in order to established teaching habits.
achieve the desired transformation in _ teaching Guidance may be in two forms, the personal and 
method. Text-books are undoubtedly basic to pro- the guide book type. Both are useful and necessary, 
per teaching methods as a means of relieving the Personal guidance should be afforded both in the 

individual responsibility ot adapting training programme and, later, as continuing sup.er- 
<t 1a to adul. needs. However, the text-book by vision. Guide books giving the teacher directions

Th intend?d teaching with regard to the teaching of specific lessons are 
loyed. The teaching method especially necessary in view of the different require- 

a t  analysis, m the hands of the teacher meats for presenting a subject to adults as well as
\ i °  *uCV D,fSifnCieS aS-*WOU d seem fu y contro ■ the short time that will usually be available for 
able by the text-book writer. training teachers for their new assignments. They

An interesting case in point is the question of should include directions both for explaining the 
the unit of recognition in the teaching of reading, technical points in a lesson and for making the 
Most analyses of adult literacy “ methods” base their lesson relevant to the learner’s needs, 
conclusions in this regard on the evidence of the Supervision is necessarily, a matter of checking 
text-book or, even more, on statements of the to see that the teacher is doing his work, but it 
author. Actual observation of the teaching going should not end there. The supervisors, themselves, 
on in individual classes reveals how inaccurate such must be persons trained and experienced in the 
conclusions can be. In one instance the present methods of adult education Reverting to an earlier 
author found a supposed sentence method being section of the paper the first teachers should be 
taught as a stroke/syllable method. This diametric selected and trained with a view to promoting them 
inversion was easily accomplished by a school to ,supervisory positions after they have gained 
teacher who simply taught the stroke/syllable method experience and demonstrated their mastery of the 
before introducing the sentences intended as the teaching techniques. Such supervisors will be able 
initial confrontation. Opposite cases have also been to advise other teachers and if need be, take over a 
noted, in which a supposed letter recognition method class to demonstrate a teaching method. Supervi 
was converted to a word or even a sentence recogni- sion will thus constitute continued training and 
tion method. This was accomplished even more guidance for the teachers as well as a means of 
easily, and quite unconciously, by teachers who, keeping educationists informed of conditions obtain- 
mstead of taking the trouble to ask students to ferret ing and results obtained in the field.
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Adult Education Through Schools
(My experience with secondary school students)

N.R. Gupta, Dy. Director (Education), Delhi Administration

FT was in the year 1948 that for would be and how great an and after a brief orientation 
the first time I got a chance effort is needed to make it about the method to be followed,
to utilise the services of stu- that. the class started the rext day.

dents in a programme of Adult A patrol of 8 took upon them-
Literacy. It was a sad day. There is promise in what selves to teach reading and 
m pu had left us and the whole they have said. There must be writing. All through the period
nation was plunged into mourn- plenty, equality and fraternity of the camp, the interest became
15®' * '^as tae Headmaster of a in the India of Bapu’s dream. greater and greater and the urge
High School then. The leader That alone can bring justice, to learn became obvious. The
oi the school scout troop came peace, tolerance, love and pro- young teachers too became
upto me sobbing and said, “Sir, gress. Poverty, ignorance and deeply interested in their learners.
Bapu is gone, who will get us in security must go and that It brought them reverence. They

^ a-^a now?” “ Why! my would be Ram Rajya." Our were in the news. From students
child, what makes you feel disap- young children who are the they had become teachers and had
pointed. It is you who will get hope of tomorrow promise to encouraging response. Above
1 , us * l replied almost strive for it and pledge themselves all, they had interesting experi-
spon aneously. “ We, S ir’, said to serve for the cause but they ences to relate to us every
t e troop ,lea derand I repeated alone cannot do it. Those who day. The camp concluded but

Yes, you . May we have that have yet to understand what the class continued and the
courage, sir, but only tell us the they must do and how they students did not grudge going
W£l r  \  "earX , sa'^ an^ b should do it must also cooperate. every day in batches and in turns
replied, you will know it next Friends, there has to be en- after the day’s work in the
week end . ligktenment first and enliven- sqhool.

4 A A S L Z  3 S J E S  Z S T iJ X  This weM or, for about three

I cahed Zy‘S M ?  S  X t  U S ’ S ?  S !
advised him to arrange fo ra  j th world or even "in the volunteers developed a taste for
week long scout camp in a near- a woria ,°r ,evcn m 1, tear-hing and an intimacv with
by hamlet. All preparations tchountr£ can known onl-v bebackw ard ill terate V e w  were accordingly through books, newspapers, Hjf DacI-wara iintera e grew,
were accordingly made and the DOsters namnhlefs radio  and The>’ expressed a desire to orga-
camp announced. It was to be tbe , t b nize a night class in a local
held on a ridge near a small read aud uncjerst0od Readme slum area school within the city,
vil age mostly inhabited by milk and wri(jn„ is fhus ’ the ba J  Nothing else could give me
sellers and stone breakers. I d mjlat the foundation greater delight and the approval
also joined the camp with a few “n which the edifice of £  was signified. It was thrilling
other colleagues. On the very vf - cn, , e edifice oi Ram students setting to-
first evening a onmr. Rajya would grow anc flourish. ’° "ee ine s , entb geiun& 1Lvenuig a camp hre was aether at a place away from
planned and the residents of the q  scouts are oledeed to their houses with lanterns in
S m X fr°e°cL .T o T  s e rv Y ^ a n T C p r^ M s T h ^  a”d book, in a .boulder
join u., ror recreation. The theme Motfo Thev are now n re m re d  ba8- The leader would assign
i.f the whole programme was t ^ yand p£ pavr™ duties, som to contact absentees.
“The India of Bapu’s dream.” S e ^ J T o f  k a o f f lg e  Tell others’ to call on defaulters, some

Before S o f t  ”ke to X e  yotsrf& om  exptof. - X  I S F S A  « j
addressed'th?fest, and safd! ts,ion “ d be lhc ,0Kh b̂ r ’ “ * £‘**
“Friends, l am grateful for your A short pause and then a few
presence in our programme. voices “Ham Parhenge”, “Ham The duration was short and 
You have encouraged our young Parhenge” . The number rose to it was only the beginning. The
scouts They have placed before 25. The objective was achieved experiment, however, established
you what the India of tomorrow The plan of work was explained the educability of the illiterate
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adult, his desire for literacy and worth giving a trial. The co- pectcd all along. But the experi-
the enthusiasm of the students operation of the Director of rnent had to be conducted and
for such a programme. I develop- Education was sought and the the valuable cooperation of the
ed a conviction that literacy pro- Principals were requested to Directorate of Education and the
grammes could be effective and encourage the students to volun- principals of Higher Secondary
successful. teer themselves for the campaign. Schools was to be fully utilised.

To begin with the volunteers were It was in the summer vacation of
In 1948,1 was called upon to to be trained in the art of dealing 1953 that the experiment was

serve the cause of Adult Educa- with the adults, in conducting undertaken. In all 381 volunteers
tion in Delhi. The Municipal surveys and developing contacts (296 boys and 85 girls) from 27
Committee had established a in the localities, in the method of Higher Secondary Schools enrol-
Department of Social Education teaching, supervision and testing led themselves and organised 81
and regular community centres and the conduct of the campaign classes for men and 28 for
were organised under the scheme. and the syllabus they were ex- women. 2456 adults (2012 men
The general enrichment pro- pected to cover in the 45 days at and 444 women) were enrolled
gramme in the form of talks, their disposal. They were divided for receiving lessons. 1465 (1143
discussions, debates, poetics, study in batches and were assigned men and 322 women) took the
circles, film shows, exhibitions particular localities id the near test. 1411 (1096 men and 315
and music concerts etc. held at vicinity of their houses. The women) came out successful,
the centres were participated material i.e. books, slates, charts, Thus in 45 days the 292 volun-
by only a few but heard and lamps, durree put'ies, roll-up teers (89 having dropped out
enjoyed by many. Such centres black boards and chalk etc were during the campaign) made 1400
were, however, few and far supplied to them alongwith en- adults literate,
between and did not tackle the rolment and attendance registers.
vast problem of illiteracy over The hard work and persever-
the whole city. The illiterate , The basic problem of adult ence put in by these volunteers
adults from the interior of education is that of attracting the in contacting the adults and
the city did not move out and adults to the literacy classes. bringing them to the classes
the process of self education, as After working for the whole day, deserves appreciation. After being
the programme of adult education the tired adult has no desire convinced in their determination
should really be, did not apply to engage himself in the dry task in about a weeks time, many of
to them unless they were literate. of reading. He is diffident and them could solve the problem of
The high percentage of literacy doubts his educability nor does accommodation with the coopera-
and the deep ignorance among he see any economic gain in the tion of the people. It was a
the masses needed a large effort. Being the head of a pleasure to see the classes going
scale effort to be routed out. family or at least an important in schools and centres, on the

earning member thereof, he deve- road side, on the roofs and even
Our experience at the Social lops a sense cf prestige which he in the houses of the volunteers

Education Centres and the partici- does not want to be questioned themselves. Adults of all ages
pation of the school students in or tested. Though illiterate he is took lessons from the teachers of
our activities had proved to us that not un-educated and has the half their age and the progress of
the students of the high school ability to understand his domes- the classes proved to us the false-
classes were eager to work. They tic responsibilities Literacy work, hood of the idea that adults were
only did not fully know what to therefore, has little attraction for not prepared to read,
do and how exactly to do it. A him unless the lessons deal with
well thought out plan was needed his own life. He needs recreation The young teachers, however, 
to harness their energies in con- to relieve himself from the day’s had many interesting experiences
structive channels and the results fatigue. He, therefore, needs a to relate whenever they were
were assured. friendly and purposeful approach interviewed and asked about their

not involving any exertion for work. “‘The work is very interest-
This idea was discussed by being inspired to read and write. ing but the problem of regular

me with some of my friend attendance is really grave” said
Principals in Higher Secondary It was with this idea that we one. “’The adults are shy and do 
Schools and thereafter among decided to send a teacher to his not come out to receive the
mv colie wues and workers in the very door and inspire him to lessons,” said the other. “They
field. The response was very utilise his leisure time for his have no spare time,” said the
eucouraging and hopeful and it own benefit. In the beginning a third. “‘They set dogs on us but
was decided that the experiment fear lurked in our minds whether we were trained not to be dis-
of using the High School stud nrs the students would be able to couraged and pursuaded the
to sprea ! the message of literacy tackle the adults and conduct (he adults that we meant to do good
during their Summer Vacation campaign successfully. They to them We continued our
among (he illiterate masses was might behave childishly, we sus- efforts and ultimately the class
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got goiag,” said the fourth. “What ment of the personality of the supplied in the kit. Tnere were
about our children? Where shall worker and does it not reveal the biographies of national leaders
we leave them? ' were the ques- metal our students are made of ? also. Along with this programme
tions put to a girl volunteer. She No other programme of publicity volunteer teachers were advised
responded quickly and organised even the most elaborate one, to teach reading and writing to
a class for their children as well would have succeed to carry the those who express a desire to
under a co-worker. The women message of literacy to the farthest learn. This experiment was
had to yield. Another interesting corner of the city. conducted by nearly 200 volun-
exp^rience given by a volunteer teers in over 30 villages ard on
shows, how this social mixing All was, however, not so the conclusion of the project the
develops mutual friendship and happy. The students were work- results were quite encouraging
how keen is the desire to read in ing in groups and as such were but the adults were not satisfied
some adults. He related tbat he susceptable to the draw backs of with a short term course and not
got reyer for two days and could the group work system. The only the learners but the teachers
not attend the class. The adults ambition of leadership and its also found it necessary to
went to him to find out whether challenge by a co-worker, the continue this work even beyond
lie had recovered or not. Smil want of the spirit of sharing the the summer vacation. Help,
ing, he said that the work had credit of success with colleagues therefore, was sought from the
revealed to him, the dignity of and the absence of natural adjust- students who returned to their
tue teacher and the reverence the ment with co-workers presented villages every day and the classes
taught bear towards him. Another difficulties. Sometimes cliques continued for over 6 months,
volunteer stated that the poor were formed causing disruption. The results were quite encourag-
people were anxious to read Prompt handling of such difficul- ing except that the students
at least for being able to write ties developed i pagination and do not have time to spare all the
letters and read the epics. “Their administrative skill in the newly year round. They were, however,
poverty arid the inferiority com- baptised teachers, and they could able to organise book reading
plex stand m their way,” expres- settle their differences. clubs and radio forums with ease
sed another. Taey are, how- ancj the cuitural programmes
ever, very well behaved, much Some three years later, there were well attended, 
better than the rich in any was another occasion for making
case. What shall we do a similar experiment in the rural The above description pre- 
after a month? Who will teach areas of Delhi. The volunteers sents to the readers the experi-
us then. We  ̂ need a perroa- from the city schools cannot be ences on three occasions but
nent school in our locality.”’ sent to far off places as that some of the conclusions that can
the adults told a volunteer involves difficulties for their be drawn are quite similar
These are only a few examples lodging and boarding. Student inspite of the difference of
given by tre student teachers. belonging to rural areas were, areas of operations and the

. . . therefore, enrolled from the nature of the illiterate adults.
Llie spirit wita which the schools and were assigned work These conclusions are, (i) The

V|? • n̂ ee  ̂ teachers discharged in their own villages during the illiterate adults are prepared to
their duties proved beyond doubt summer vacation. These students learn reading and writing pro-
that the youth of the country, if studied in Secondary schools and vided it is not shortlived Ele-
properly led and guided, are colleges but since they had to be mentary learning is not much
sincerely enthusiastic to contri- in their village during the vaca- liked. It has to be a learning,
bute iheir share in national tion, there was no better utilisa- purposeful, simple and interest-
development. It was encouraging tion of the vacation period. Each ing and must help the adult in
to see 4 or 5 young school one of them after a short making his life richer and more
students seated on durree putites orientation course was supplied useful (2) The students from
and even on floor with lamp with a kit containing primers, schools have the enthusiasm to
-ight in the dingy and most con- slates and some 20 titles of shoulder their responsibility pro -
gested Katras of the interior different types of books related vided they are suitably encourag-
most streets of the old city even to the life of villagers. The ed and get the blessings of the

11 in night> un" students were told to organise Principals and the teachers,
mindful of the perspiring heat or Prabhat Pheries and sing songs Their active cooperation wotdd
the offensive smell or the poor from out of the books supplied further improve the effort. (3)
light of the place. This was a to them, organise meetings and The participation of schools in
grand sacrifice and not one or read to the adults from out of such programmes would be
two but 300 of them continued the various books on cooperative, possible only when it is accepted
their efforts unabated for 45 days, model farming, animal husband- by the Education Department
determined to teach even the ry, community development, of various States as a legitimate
most neglected person. Did it panchayati raj, dairy and poultry programme of the schools and
not contribute to the develop- farming and such other subjects (4) The participation of teachers
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and students would be most project. in various states. The magnitude
effective in taking up a pro- The experts in' the field of of our problem is rather collosal
progamme of literacy and conti- Adult Education will be discus- and a very large scale operation
nuing education, for those who sing the subject in the ensuing is essential to do awry with the
show a desire for learning. Un- Seminar to be held shortly at evil in the shortest possible time,
less concrete results are visible Mysore. The various aspects of Participation by schooli implies
and the achievement is duly the problem will be taken up for a selective approach but the
recognised, the schools may not discussion and conclusions will results would be solid and
come forward to take up the be taken up for implementation lasting.

DR. GAJENDRAGADKAR ELECTED PRESIDENT UAEA

A Special General meeting of the University One point to be noted in connection with this
Adult F Education Association was held on Association is that it will work in close collaboration 
September 12, in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, with the Inter-University Board in so far as the 
This Association was set up recently to promote President of the Association can only be a Vice- 
adult education work through and on behalf of the Chancellor and one of the Secretaries of the Asso- 
universities. Its constitution was finalised only in ciation is Secretary of the Inter-University Board 
April last and at this meeting elections to the various ex-officio.
offices were held. Among those elected to the Executive Com-

_ . . ,. ... *~ii „ mittee were: Dr. B.N. Ganguli, Prof. M.V. Mathur,
Dr. P.B. Gajendragadkar, Vice Chancellor Justice P Chandra Reddy, Dr. A.G. Pawar, Dr. 

University of Bombay was elected the President of c s  Patel Shri Suraj Bhan Shri j  P. Naik and 
the Association. Dr. M.S. Mehta, ex-Vice- Dr T A ^oshv 
Chancellor of Rajasthan University and Shri I. J,
Patel, Vice-Chancellor of Sardar Patel University Dr. Amrik Singh and Shri S C. Dutta were
were elected Vice-Presidents. elected secretaries.

MR MORRISON IN DELHI Lucknow is returning to New Delhi from New
York on October 13, 1967 after celebrating her 

Mr. S. R. Morrison, Director of University 88th birthday which fell on September 18, this 
Extension, University of Auckland, New Zealand year.
arrived in New Delhi on September 18 after a . , ,T1
four day stay in Bombay. During his 10 day stay The World Education Inc has created The 
in Delhi Mr Morrison met Prof. M. Mujeeb, Vice- Welthy Fisher Fund to provide a long-term support
Chancellor, Jamia Millia Islamia, Shri M, C. Shukla, for the work of Mrs Fisher in Lucknow. Literacy- 
Director, Correspondence Courses and Continuing House will shortly celebrate its 15th anniversary. 
Education, University of Delhi. Dr Amrik Singh,
Secretary, Inter-University Board and University 
Adult Education Association and Mr. Maurice 
Baker, High Commissioner for Singapore in India.

Mr. Morrison also addressed the two day • —  ' • "
Seminar” on the Role of University in Adult 
Education at the Department of Adult Education, T .
(NCERT), New Delhi. *2*™*

, ,  . , . The Implications of Continuous Learning
Mr. S. R. Morrison also had discussions with

the General Secretary of the Indian Adult Education
Association about the Asian South Pacific Bureau Roby Kidd
of Adult Education. Mr. Dutta is the Chairman of
;he ASPBAE. Price Rs 2 -50 or 81 -00 abroad

_______  Can be had from ;
MRS FISHER RETURNS Indian Adult Education Association

17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi (India)
Mrs Welthy H. Fisher, President, World Educa­

tion Inc , New York and Founder Literacy House,
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ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION
CONFERENCE

Deshpande Calls for Strong Public 
Demand for Adult Education

THE 21st All India Adult Education Conference Additional Secretary, Department of Agriculture, 
was inaugurated by Mysore Development Union Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Coopera- 
Commissioner, Shri G.V.K. Rao on October tion. (The text of the address is published on 

20, 1967 in Mysore. Shri Rao stressed the need for Page 7.) 
giving periority to adult education programmes
and undertake programmes like farmers’ education The highlight of the conference was a symposium 
and family planning. Shri Rao said for develop- on “What Universities can do to promote Adult 
ment, literacy or education was very essential. The Education.” Prof. A.R. Wadia, Member, Univer- 
attitude of defeatism and pessimism should be sity Grants Commission presided. Among those 
eschewed and a massive effort should be made to who spoke were Prof. G. Eyford of Rajasthan 
make every citizen literate. University, Shri N.K. Pant of Delhi University,

Miss S.S. Boyce of Bombay University and Shri 
Shri A.R. Deshpande, former Adult Education A.N. Gopal, Principal, Voorhees College, Vellore. 

Adviser, to the Union Government, who presided,
warned against the danger of developing slogan of The Conference also adopted a number of 
‘change and change for the sake of change’ specially resolutions which have been published separately 
in the field of education. Too often changes and on page 2. 
experiment had done more harm than good and
had thrown our educational system into disarray The delegates to the Conference were given 
and into a stage of increasing disturbances. He reception by the Government of Mysore and the 
regretted that the adult education was still in Mysore City Corporation on October 21. 
thicker woods now as there was very little ground
for being optimistic enough to expect any substan- “------- ------------------------- '
tial massive work in the next few years. Such work F ,.. . . R ,
required trained and experienced personnel and national tsoara
they had not been built and maintained. Dr.M.S. Mehta

Shri Maganbhai Desai
Shri Deshpande said that the scene was similar shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.

to an emergency army on demoblisation. The ~ T . ~ .
trained social education organisers and other adult u r . i . A .
education workers have been transferred to some Dr. H. P. Saksena.
other departments and others had been liquidated,

Published by

Shri Deshpande, however, said Strong public Indian Adult Education Association,
demand should be created to seethe government 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi

A d ? 0t  HHeS « L c dKUlt edLLC,atu°"; cn io  fWl presi- Annual Subscriptiondential address has been published on page 3.) 1
Rs. 8 .00  : Foreign $3.50.

The Presidential address was followed by an Single Copy Re. l .00
address on Farmers Education by Shri J.C. Mathur, _ .. .



CENTRALLY-SPONSORED 
SCHEMES OF ADULT EDUCATION DEMANDED

The following are the resolutions passed at the Annual Conference of the Indian Adult Education 
Association, Mysore, October 20-21, 1967.

1. The Conference has noted with satisfaction the attention of adult education workers in the
the inclusion of Adult Education as an item of country to the harm done to the movement at this 
importance in the priority list of educational crucial time in its history by this vacuum in the 
tasks of the country by the Committee on institutional set up of Adult Education in the 
Education of the Members of Parliament, and country. Without State Associations and its elective 
reiterates and re-affirms its resolution of last year branches in the Districts, the Indian Adult Education 
on the Report of the Education Commission in so Association is unable to realize its cherished objec- 
far as it concerns Adult Education, and expresses tive. It, therefore, calls upon the Indian Adult 
its emphatic view that no time should now be lost Education Association and the adult education 
by Government and other bodies in taking practical workers in the country to exert to their utmost 
action in promoting at least the more important capacity to fill this gap by organising State and, if 
aspects of adult education. possible, District Adult Education Associations all

over the country and help them to become effective
2. The Conference welcomes the formation of both for urban and rural areas, 

the University Adult Education Association and
regards the event as an important landmark in the 5. (a) This Conference notes with deep concern 
educational progress of the country; it also feels and disappointment that in the Five Year Plans 
hopeful and gratified with the assurance given by extremely inadequate provision is made for 
Dr. Triguna Sen, the Union Education Minister, in Adult Education. What is even more distressing 
his speech at the Vice-Chancellors’ Conference held is that even the meagre funds which are provided 
on Sept. 11-13 at New Delhi that the needed funds are, in large parts, diverted to other purposes; and 
for promoting University Adult Education would be when economies are made, the item which is almost 
forthcoming. The Conference calls upon the Uni- the first to be axed is Adult Education. The Con­
vexities and colleges affilliated to various Universi- ference regards this as deplorable and against 
ties to join in strengthening the Association by be- public interest, 
coming its active members and promoting the
propgrammes of adult education in the areas in (b) In the light of the experience of the last 
which they function. few years, the Conference feels obliged to recom­

mend strongly that the Planning Commission should
3. The Conference regards with great satisfea- put suitable amounts of money for some aspects of 

tion the launching of the High Yielding Varieties Adult Education and treat them as centrally spon- 
Programme in fifty districts in the country in the sored schemes, and further that those amounts are 
first instance, as a scheme of great potentiality for clearly and definitely earmarked for that purpose so 
future; it is gratified to know that functional literacy that they are not used for other purposes.
of the farmers involved in the programme and their
occupational education will be an integral compo- (c) The Conference further appeals to the public 
nent of the Programme. It calls upon the State and leaders in the States to urge the State Govern- 
Educ.ition Directorates to give their full support ments to make substantial provision in the State 
to the Programme by producing instructional budgets for promoting Adult Education, including 
material focussed on functi nat literacy of the endeavour to eradicate adult illiteracy, 
farmers and organising as large a number of groups
of illiterate farmers as possible in which this material -—— —
may be used with success. It also calls upon com- j ust Quf 
petent non governmental agencies in the country to
co-operate with the State Education Departments Educational Institutions
in the preparation of the needed instructional and
material for functonal literacy. Adult Literacy

4. The Conference notes with regret that the (Report of the ASPBAE Seminar, New Delhi, 1966) 
oft-repeated hope of theleaders of Adult Education Price Rs. 7.00. $ 1.00 or 7 s.
movement in the country during the last thirty years 
that the Indian Adult Education Association would Published by:—
Lead a net work of Aduli Education Associations Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education
in the S:afes has so far proved elusive, It draws 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi.
2



Adult Education Lost in tlie Woods
Ministry of Education should have total responsibility for

Adult Education
Deshpande’s Presidential Address

I thank you all and particularly those who have the Adult Education passenger had to get down and 
been kind enough to put me in this position of push it now and then to start the engine again. That 
responsibility. I suppose they knew what I am also became a vain effort as the petrol was exhaust- 

and what I am likely to say. If you are disappoint- ed. The ever-changing drivers have now left with 
ed or annoyed, please apportion the blame un- empty cane in search of petrol, leaving the adult 
equally. Put more on them and then, kind hearted- education passenger to find his way in the thick 
ly, less on me. I wish the honour had gone to some woods. And the pity is that he is watching the 
devoted field worker, or to a scholarly education- skies for a foreign helicopter to lift him up. 
ist who has scanned thoroughly all the literature
and the reports and the statistics and the proceed- Friends, we have assembled here today to ponder 
ings and the presidential addresses of the national over all that has happened and is happening to 
and international Adult Education organisations. Adult Education. I think, this is a moment for an 
You will soon find that what I say will be lacking honest searching and a thorough check up. What is 
in this solid mass. wrong with me, with us with our workers, with our

institutions, with our people, with our leaders, with 
Before I begin, I must pay my admiring and our Governments, with our country and with our 

respectful tribute to all those devoted workers for Nation, that such an admittedly vital programme 
the cause of Adult Education who are with us, no as that of Adult Education should be continuously 
more. My heart goes to the late Shri Hari Sarvot- in a troubled state of body and mind? Should ever 
tama Rao, whom I mention as a typical representa- remain underfed and should have a biggish head, a 
tive of that brand. Hari Sarvottama Rao’s unfiin- swollen tummy and skinny legs and arms? Let us 
ching devotion to the cause of literacy and adult feel its pulse with anxiety and concern, 
education fired one with zeal though one disagreed . ..
with him. He never yielded on a matter of princi- In the last quarter of the last century, when 
pie or even on a detail, as he had the strength and Adult Education started on its legs, the immediate 
courage of his conviction. Those who lack that hot problem was literacy, and it was right to con- 
readily yield on detail and also on principle as and centrate whatever resources available on it. Not 
when convenient. They put their minds at that the early pioneers did not know the wide scope 
ease by calling it the noble virtue of com- of Adult Education. They did, and they practised 
promise and adjustability and give it a it, but not under the label of Adult Education. The 
dignified garb of the art and science of Human great movements for freeing the Indian mind from 
Relationship. Be that so Hari Sarvottama Rao the iron chains of religion, caste and custom started 
was differently cast. Had he tried that way, by Raja Ram Mohan Roy and strengthened and 
he who had suffered politically like Bal spread by Swami Dayanand, Ranade, Agarkar, 
Gangadhar Tilak in the first decade of' tiiis century Swami Vivekananda and other great men was in 
could have climbed up the ladder of party politics substance Adult Education, though not in name, 
easily, to be a Minister in the post Independence Under the label ol Adult Education they conccntiat- 
years. But, he chose constructive work as his field ed on literacy. A history of adult education ol 
and remained devoted to Adult Education till the those days is yet to be written. It is a difficult task 
last. This band of workers is unfortunately thinning as the records are not now available. The material 
out now. Let us pray, may thei' tribe increase. has to be searched out through biogiaphies, auto­

biographies and reminiscences of those days. I 
Friends, it seems to me, in this twentieth year of came across such material in my Marathi language 

Independence that Adult Education has been lost and I am pleasantly surprised to find that such 
in the woods. In the early beginnings it winded its approaches as have now been categorised as lndivi- 
way by a narrow foot path as a lone traveller and dual, home, neighbourhood, group, class and mass 
on occasions blazed the trail. It found a bullock have been tried by some one. I find in the remims- 
cart track and went ahead with jingling of bells, cence of Justice Ranade written by his wife Ramahai, 
Then it came on what appeared to be a pucca road how he made that illiterate woman literate- and that 
and got into the State transport for a comfortable too, functionally, by devoting hours late in night 
easy journey over the hilly track. But that State after his strenuous judicial, social and politica 
vehicle was prone to suffer from engine trouble and work. He had to teach his wife behind the walls,
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so that she may not face the teasing and taunting of and finally the initiater’s enthusiasm was also lost 
the elderly women of the rigid orthodox joint and the effort was given up. 
family. These reminiscences are now available in
English translation. Why, why, why? The question troubled the

minds of literacy workers m similar situations every 
Lack of Recognition where, in villages, in towns, in cities and in educa-

, , r ttj tional institutions and voluntary organisations.
Confining remarks to the field of Adult bduca- The stion is stin there and has not lost its

tion one finds that a queer trait of our mind is not orjginai sphinx like character. If we do not answer it
to acknowledge our predecessors by name except correctjy we ancj our literacy work will be eaten up. 
when absolutely necessary in our own selfish
interest. References by names are always of the Several answers occurred to the workers and 
current dignitaries or of those in whose reflected were algo suggesteci by onlooker experts. The 
light the present ones shine. Read any account ot answers were, interesting literacy methods, special 
adult education, say of Denmark or ot England or teachjng material, trained teachers and such other 
of some such western country. One finds that even ideas Jn that seqUence. Some went even to the 
the smallest innovation, idea or technique in Adult extent of compelling attendance of illiterate adults 
Education is accredited by name and date, howso- ^  legislation. In that live work s!tuation, the 
ever ordinary the man responsible for the contnbu- wj j er SCOpe 0f Adult Education in a truly Indian 
tion be. This has to be here with us also. We context; began to reveal itself, not as a disassociated 
complain that talented and devoted workers are not par^ but as an inherent integral component even 
coming forward in sufficient numbers m Adult for the success of a literacy programme. The first 
Education. Why will they, if even this smallest pe0p]e’s short-lived governments in 1937-39 were 
gesture of recognition is not seen by them and they jn a desperate hurry to make a frontal attack on 
know that their successors will obliterate even ^literacy, but when after the din of the battle with 
their memory? illiteracy was over and they sat down to count the

, , , . , gains, they found disappointingly little. But the
Another thing : somebody, who is otherwise a lessons ]earnt were significant. The Bombay Govern- 

very important person indeed, finds himself mvolv- ment of those days then appointed a Committee to 
ed in Adult Education. He feels that all that has i00k into the state of Adult Education. The report 
been is somewhere wrong. No doubt he is right in 0f tbe Committee, popularly known by the name 
feeling so. But then, he thinks he has some brilliant 0J- jts chairman, as the Manshardt Committee, is 
new idea. He gets annoyed if he is told that it is accorcjing to me, a significant landmark in the march 
not new and has been tried with such and such c f Adult Education. But as said earlier, that pecu- 
results and these and these consequences. liar trait of our mind which does not accredit even

, . . the near past, has consigned it to oblivion. I was
I am sorry, I have strayed a bit. Picking up tne surprised to find that some members of that corn- 

thread, I was saying it was right and coi rect to mjttee have to be reminded now of what they said 
have concentrated under Adult Education on then.
Literacy. The initial approach to a particular field
of Adult Education is determined by the socio- Tbe Sllbstance of the recommendations of that 
economic conditions or to use simple words, the commjttee was to the effect that literacy should 
life conditions of the people. The wider scope ot be a t of a programme of Adult Education which 
Adult Education has to become manifest while shouj j  be linked with the life of the people. To 
pursuing the initial approach correctly, zealously knowledge, the Bombay City Social Education 
and sincerely. Otherwise, the wider scope is torn Committee which was known as the Bombay City 
from live experience and becomes a copy-book ^^ult Education Committee till 1949, tried best 
exercise. t0 implement the recommendations. I do not

have information of what the Bombay Government 
Drop-outs ancj 0ther Provincial Governments did.

I remember an experience as a student of the Social Education
Ferguson College, Poona in 1919-23. An enthusias- . , ,, . .
tic professor and some young lecturers would start It seems, however, that tne Adult Educationists 
night classes for literacy and would invite students were equally purturbed and a simultaneous thought 
to volunteer as teachers. College students of those movement spread all over India. The Central 
days had few other attractions and distractions and Government’s Mohanlal Saksena Committee made 
responded well. So many came that the classes had, substantially similar recommendation in 1947. The 
to begin with, one student teacher for each illiterate then Madhya Pradesh Government formulated a 
adult. This went on well for two-three weeks. Then massive scheme of Social Education. The new 
the illiterates began absenting, the student-teachers concept of Social Education emerged and was 
became deserters and the class disappeared after a accepted by the Central Advisory Board ot 
month or so. This was happening year after year Education.
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A reading of the addresses of the Presidents of with Parulekar. It is really unfortunate that this 
this Conference and its resolutions from 1938 to 47, should have happened, mostly after the Ministry of 
shows how inevitable it was that under the all Education had to hand over the responsibility of
pervading umbrella of Adult Education a new con- implementing Social Education programmes to
cept of it as Social Education should have emerged, Community Development. What happened was
as specially suitable for India—as it was and is, this : I have referred earlier to the live work-situa-
but now suddenly ushered into Independent demo- tion in literacy effort to which threw out the 
cratic form of Government and universal adult sphinx like question. It was to make literacy
franchise. I am tempted to quote from our Rewa work related to life and meaningful and interesting
resolution of December, 1947. and attractive that the other programmes of

Social Education were conceived. Someone’s 
This Conference welcomes the new scheme of misunderstanding and misconception lost track 

Social Education which aims at giving a wider and of that and the other programmes meant 
deeper connotation to adult education to include more. To illustrate, the other programmes were 
social and civic training in it....” the sugar-coating of the quinine pill of literacy.

The adulterator increased the sugar and reduced the 
What happened to Social Education from 1948 vital and costly content of quinine, 

onwards is a tangled tale. It discloses another
peculiar trait of our mind. When a new scheme If there is still any misunderstanding persisting 
emerges and the powers seem backing it, its known in any quarter, let it be said in top voice again and 
exponents and unknown opponents, the convinced again that literacy and further continuing education 
and the dubious, the enthusiasts and the weather- of the neo-literate and the semi-literate is the core 
cock, all join in one loud chorus of JAI. No one of Social Education for which and around which the 
stands courageously singled out in opposition, on other activities have to be developed as wake-up 
the firm rock of his convictions. Kening that this and follow-up programme, 
new ship is going to set sail with a strong favourable
breeze everybody tries to dump all sort of his own Having reaffirmed this, let us now proceed to 
cargo load into its hold, perhaps with a concealed the contemporary history of Social Education. In 
wish in the sub-conscious that the ship may sink the year 1962, the Commonwealth Education Con- 
with all that weight. I have been protesting but a ference was held in India at New Delhi. In the 
helpless witness to this process. If one examines field of Adult Education “Social Education” was 
the various programmes of Social Education, the considered significant enough for discussion, and 
expanding syllabi for the training of the Social India had to contribute the leading paper. In the 
Education Organisers and the increasing and chang- concluding session, rich tributes were paid to India 
ing job charts for them, it will not be difficult to by other Commonwealth countries for the out- 
find out what extra, non-educational cargo has standing countribution of Social Education to the 
been loaded and one can guess by whom and why? field of Adult Education.

I maintain and express with all emphasis words Social Education Dropped
are capable of, that Social Education is the ideal

, concept which is suitable for India and its people as Then in the year 1964 the Education Commission 
they are in fact and not in fiction. The late Dr. was set-up and it completed its task in the next two 
R.V. Parulekar, for whose well considered opinions years. What had happened to Social Education in 
and views all educationists have profound regard, the last 3-4 years that it should not even be men- 
began his presidential address to the eleventh tioned by its proper name in that thick flexible 
session of this conference at Patna in 1954 by volume of the Education Commission’s Report? 
saying : Are we, and if not we, at least me alone, entitled to

ask the reasons for this? I stand corrected. The 
Orientation to Adult Education words “Social Education” occur in print thrice in

that Report. Once in the index, at page 688, but 
• “The most outstanding event that has happened this seems to be somebody's mistake as the words 

in India, in the field of Adult Education, since the “Social Education” nowhere occur in pages 7. 17, 
attainment of Independence, is giving a new orien- 18 given as references. The other two places where 
tation to Adult Education by naming it social the words “Social Education” occur are on page 
education.” 438 where the Report on Social Education of the

Committee on Plan Projects and its recommenda- 
Further on, in his address Parulekar rightly tion for establishment of Central Board of Social 

pointed out that Social Education programmes Education is mentioned. It seems this was unavoid- 
tended to relegate the literary part into the back- able as the COPP Report and the Board had 
ground. He stressed the immediate need of arrest- already been named so 
ing that tendency. Everyone who has understood
Social Education correctly will agree substantially What is this and why so, one is left to wonder
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quietly in private or actively in debate. And you cation in their Report. A favour indeed, since we
may do so in either or both ways if at all you feel, have not the strength to demand that it is the right
the question demands an answer and you have not of the people to have Adult Education and it is the 
got £  '  duty of the State to provide it. And more so because
b ’ I have heard it said that at first the idea was to

Perhaps this is a new subtle technique of silent exclude Adult Education like medical 01 legal edu-
extinction by no mention, and that too in the cation from all the aspects of Education on which
presence of persons who were orgiinators of social the Commission was to advise. This may be contra-
education and were once upon a time very vocal of dieted if incorrect, 
social education, persons who sat as experts in . .
Social Education Committees and on occasions Well, friends, reactions can be different. The 
accepted the honour of getting chaired. They would Education Commission s Report, so far as it deals
know if Social Education had a moment to murmur vith Adult Education, does not create a feeling ot
“vou too Brutus ” assuredness in me. Referring to the covering letter

J ’ oftheChairmansubm ittingtheReporttotheM inis-
Doe.s this mean that what the best among Adult ter for Education, it seems Adult Education is not

Educationists thought in the dawn of Independence one of the “main points” “ that immediately come
was totally wrong and Social Education was mis- to mind” in bringing about what may be called an
conceieved? Does it imply that they were not best? educational revolution in the country? It is said,
Does this mean that the concept actively pursued “Education for agriculture...should be given a high 
and thoughtfully developed since then till now priority,” but nothing is said about and prioiity for 
deserves to be dismissed summarily, without giving Adult Education. I concede, the omissions may 
any reasons? Was not justification for change not be intentional, but with all the humbleness l am 
necessary as is found given elaborately yvhile dealing capable of, I have to say, that even unintentional 
with other sectors of Education? omissions communicate and convey.

Here is disclosed another peculiar trait of our University Adult Education
mind. We do not allow a concept o ra  plan or a .
scheme to develop, and tend it when in distress. Had nothing been said about Administration 
We are like the nomadic fighters in the film “ Law- and Finance while dealing with other sectors of 
rence of Arabia” who do not pick up their wounded Education, one would not have worried about the 
and leave them to die or even kill them. Social absence of treatment of that aspect in Adult Educa- 
Education was indeed bruised in fighting with ignor- tion. But it is not so. While detailed examination 
ance and illiteracy, but is it proper not to heal it of that aspect has been made m other sectors of 
and to desert it to die unattended? Education, the two short paiagraphs under Adult

Education, refer to University Adult Education 
It seems we are becoming very much changeful, only. It has been accommodated under the single 

Change, change, change, change for the sake of sentence “ Needless to say, the Universities should 
change, that seems to be the developing slogan, be specially financed and equipped for the purpose 
This has, I feel, dangerous possibilities especially in of the Adult Education work which they undertake, 
the field of Education where an idea takes years to “Complements to University Adult Education for 
reach all levels and to become consolidated enough getting this sort of assurance and this accommoda- 
to give the desired results. Such too often changes tion with Adult Education and not with University 
and experiments have done more harm than good Education, though Adult Education has none, 
and have thrown our educational system into dis­
array and into a state of increasing disturbance. I am a good deal perturbed by the penultimate 
Th;s is what the public feels and the consequences paragraph 17.69 with the caption “Adult Education 
can be seen every where. —A total Governmental Function.” I sense trouble

here and also feel the weekness of the argument and 
Well, friends, let us leave that there. Why should the fallacies which are there but do not appear on 

one not feel gratified since Social Education has the surface. We may take this for analogy. Every 
been in substance referred to in the Report by its government department has its staff which requires 
surname “Adult Education” if not by its proper medical help and care of all sorts. There is thus 
name. If we are not quite intimate with a person “pluralism”, and “wide and varied range.” It can, 
do we not call him by his surname and is not that therefore, be argued that “ it is necessary to recog- 
thc good old custom and good manner too? We nize” medical help and care, “as a business of 
have reasons to be satisfied, and we have expressed every department” and so on, using the words in 
our sense of gratification over the keen awareness of this paragraph one can come to similar conclusion 
the importance of Adult Education in national life that functioning of medical help and care services 
reflected in the report. We have also expressed our “cannot admit of departmentalism.” Applying 
deep appreciation to the. Chairman of the Commis-.
sion for giving a place to the subject of A4ult Edu (Continued on page 10)
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Farmers Education & Training
By J.C. Mathur I.C.S.

Additional Secretary, Department o f Agriculture, New Delhi.

T have sought the opportunity gramme is being provided to Even since our Five Year 
to speak today because I wish the State Governments, by the Plans began, we had been wait-
to report to the Conference Union Government, and may ing for this kind of change in

on the progress made with well come to about Rs. \ \  crore attitude to come about. What
regard to the resolution that over the two years. The pro- has happened in the last two or
last year the Conference adopted gramme will be evaluated at the three years that has hastened this
in Delhi recommending that end of 2 years before further shift in attitude of some farmers
adult education and in particular expansion is undertaken. all over the country? Even as late
functional literacy be treated as 1962, stocks of chemical ferti-
as an essential ingredient and You may well wish to know lizers produced in Sindri were
part of the inner core of agricul- the special features of this ex- not being lifted despite repeated
tural development. That resolu- perimentai project, since this propaganda in our C.D. Blocks,
tion called upon Government to kind of enumeration of figures And today the condition is that
take steps in this direction and has a familiar ring of govern- at a conservative estimate our
expressed the hope that for the mental schemes—launched with farmers’ require in 1967-68 as
educational support to the pro- fanfare and later dropped not much as 1.35 million tonnes of 
gramme of agricultural produc- even like a hot brick but more Nitrogen in the form of chemical
tion some funds would be spared as a lifeless load. Before I give fertilizers, while our indigenous
even in these difficult times. those broad details, may I share production is only a little over 4

with you our view of what seems lakh tonnes so that we have to
I am glad to be able to to be happening on the agricul- import as much as 8 lakh tonnes,

inform the Conference that tural front. During the last two Look at minor irrigation. So
Government of India have or three years’ the country has much is the clamour for tube-
decided to introduce an experi- passed through the vale of wells and minor irrigation in
mental project for a period of hardship, drought, threats of U.P. that out of the total expen-
two years beginning with this famine and the humiliation of diture last year on minor irriga-
year. This project of Fanners’ dependence for food upon the tion, the farmers are estimated
Education is specifically related charities of others. That we to have invested out of their own
to the ptogramme of High Yield- have been able to ward off what pockets very nearly 36%. From
ing Varieties cultivation or might well have become the what I saw at Mandya yesterday,
H.V.P. In fifty districts, a centre worst famine of the century is a I can visualize the eagerness of
each will be established along tribute to the courage and faith Mysore farmers in that area to
with the necessary institutional of our people backed by the adopt new agricultural imple-
and non-institutional arrange- changed outlook and action of a ments in increasingly large
ments. This year 25 units are welfare administration and numbers. In a village in Bihar
being started in 14 districts, next several non-Government bodies where C.D. officials had in the
year another 25 units will be both Indian and foreign. past been vainly coaxing villagers
taken up. Though the operations to dig tubewells, I found 192
in each unit may have an impact But the challenge of want applications pending and all 
upon a large mass of people, has also coincided with the that they wanted was the drilling
they are designed specifically to emergence of a new attitude rigs.
cover about 23000 farm men and among small but significant T, p„amnlp<; show thp 
women under each unit. Thus pockets of farmers in almost ^  f  ch Pthat the inteili-
m two years time the tram- every reg.on in the country. The * of the country will do

/ ttempt a ^ °VeragC tchTf eleme1^  ° fth!S fneW .f ! 1'  well to take note of. Until 1963,of 111  lakh farm men and women tude are a keenness to switch- . , sociologists were nro-
in 50 H.V.P. districts, apart over from subsistence-farming ^ t h ^ l o  show how t K -
from carrying what may be to investment-farming, to adopt ; . tl ’ T Hi ninr
called the fall-out effect upon new technology in place of the !  f \ 0 ! d fh ?  n " f t  
numerous other farmers in these primitive one, to treat irrigation wa ’. . « v nTmn thenrv retorted
and adjoining districts. The as an aid to intensive production ^
cost on this experimental pro- rather than only as a protection 1IS 11 ^ 1 L j .

against drought, and to use the ™cnt;  Why do they ;ipPc;u to
—  ------- :— ., . . .  modern inputs for increasing x  ,ocajf ab somc ' '

K ey-note  address delivered at the n , n , | l lr t inn m i l im l irlv Hiomi --.1 prophets?Annual Conference of Adult Educa- p rod u c tio n , pai u cu iau y  chemical
tion on Oct. 20, 1967 at Mysore. fertilizers and pesticides. Well, the answer seems to he
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in the appearance of certain dis- education for farmers as the institutional. Under the
tinct and quick and high econo- responsibility of a small coterie. category of institutional 
mic advantages which were not The farmer will be scared by this structure would come the Gram-
within grasp of the farmer in the kind of fragmentary approach. sevak Training Centres, Agricul-
past. Like any sensible human He does not need a guru; tural Universities, rural institu­
t in g , the farmer was rather he needs teams of fellow-workers. tes of various kinds and forms,
cautious and even unresponsive Team-work, composite and co- These places will be the base
when only 1 0 % additional in- ordinated action involving joint lines for the programme in any
come would accrue as a result of formulation and implementation area. At these base lines would
the adoption of improved prac- by agriculture specialist, literacy be established Wings or Depart-
tices. But where the additional specialist and media specialist mcnts at which courses for more
income is as much 50% to 100% —this I would regard as essential progressive farmers would be
above his normal income, then to the success of this programme. conducted with durations vary-
he is quick to follow the new ingfrom7 days to 3 months
path. Let me now come back to a depending upon the nature of

short explanation of the many the local requirements and the 
This has become possible features of this programme. availability of the farmers. Under

largely because of the success of What is meant by production- non-institutional category would
certain exotic and hybrid oriented farm education? It means fall the demonstration-cum-
varieties of seeds of wheat, that (1) information and practices training camps at the commence-
paddy, maize and millets. If in should be directly concerned with ment of a particular crop season
place of 15 mds. per acre you the programme and seasonal and at subsequent stages also,
get a yield of 50 mds., naturally calender of the crops of H.V.P. These would be conducted at
you would like to make invest- various farms and would be of
ment and adopt new practices. (2 ) there should be a close short duration of one to two
These seeds can only succeed if link between the availability of days and would cover all the
they are supported by improved inputs like fertilizer and the pro- participating farmers. The other
practices. In other words the cess of education; aspect of non-institutional train-
adoption of new methods become ing will be the Farmers Groups
inescapable to the farmer and he (3) literacy—material should or Kisan Charcha Mandals.
is therefore not only willing but arise out of the vocabulary 'that Each of these will have a
also keen to learn. is already being used by the far- membership of 1 0  to 2 0  persons

mer for the H.V.P. and even in and it will be the progressive
It is here, that the education- the process of learning the alpha- farmers who will be left to

ist comes in. You will notice bet the farmer should be able to organise homogenous Farmers
that for these farmers the role of use some of these forms; Groups of their own. These
the educationist ceases to be that Farmers Groups will also form
of a persuader. He is already (4) training should be backed sub grups for literacy purposes,
persuaded. What he would by constant and repeated erposure consisting of those among parti-
expect from the educationist is to the demonstration; cipating farmers who are illite-
help in using the new inputs in rate. Instructions tothese groups
order to obtain the optimum (5) a continuing informal in- will be given by literacy teachers
results. The use of inputs stitution of the farmer himself but the organisational responsi-
require a whole range of skills should be the basis of follow-up bility is of the Farmers Groups,
and would embrace not only the programme.
right and frequent application of The media to be used for
water, the testing and placing of It is on these lines that the this programme would be both
seeds, the basal and top-dressing project of Farmers Training has written and reading material as
of fertilizers, the prophylactic been worked out. It seeks to well as audic-visual material,
treatment against seeds, but also use the methods of demonstration The attempt will be to have a
literacy, planning, scheduling of the agricultural practices at the close coordination among the
and account-keeping. farms, of instructions and com- All India Radio, Farm Informa-

munication in respect of informa- tion Unit and the literacy experts
Also, for these adults, the tion and literacy by using the in the preparation of the

term ‘educationist’ will have to media as well as person to material. Likewise, in the use
Include not just the adult teacher person technique, and of discus- of the material an integrated
or the literacy expert, but even sions organised through Groups approach for all the media will
m o re , the agricultural specialist, of participating farmers. have to be observed. Linked
• he agronomist and the plant pro- with agricultural production as
tection specialist as well as the For the use of these me- has been stated above a basic
media specialist. Let us be pre- thods, the structure proposed feature of this programme. This
pared not to look upon adult is both institutional and non- link will be attempted in three
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ways. First, the time table of extension among the farmer Farmers Groups or Charcha
instructions and demonstrations came to the fore. Again it was Mandals and also the literacy
will be based upon the farm through educational institutions classes. Secondly, they can take
plans that are prepared for such as Land Grant colleges that up groups of villages (outside
individual farms of a particular a base-line for extension work those districts where Govern-
locality. For example, it will be among farmers was created. ment programmes are taken up)
at the commencement of the There too it seems educationists and attempt to implement all
crbpping season as mentioned in sensed the necessity of their role aspects of the Farmers Training
the farm plan that 1 to 2 day in response to an economic Programme but in a smaller
camps would be held. There- situation. territory. Thirdly, Universities
after, at various intermediary However, in India the initia- can play a role in the evaluation
stages such as that of the appli- tive for extension work in the of the Farmers Training and
cation of top dressing of ferti- fifties was taken by Government. education programme for which
Users or of plant protection The educational institutions did they have a special competence,
measures, there will be further not feel involved nor were they It seems to me that it might well
demonstration and training given opportunity to get involved be a case of “now or never.' For
camps. Secondly, the programme in the main stream of agricul- too long have we tended to treat
will be related to the details tural production and rural educational institutions as being
given in their input cards. Indeed development at the time that the • exclusively academic centres,
the distribution of input cards to community development pro- They have to step out and get
the participating farmers may be gramme was launched. In re- into the central stream of social
treated as an action for involving trospect, one is inclined to think and economic development.
them in the educational process. that the Basic institutions w h i c h _________________ _
Thirdly, the vocabulary for had the right background for —"
literacy to the farmer will be the rural activities should not have DUTTA FOR SINGAPORE 
same as is required for High been left out of Community
Yielding Varieties Programme Development. Shri S.C. Dutta, Hony. Gene-
farming. The alphabets and If these schools could be ral Secretary of the Indian Adult
words the farmer will make use made the base line for extension Education Association, will leave
of those words which the farmer activities then perhaps the for Singapore on the 19th
is likely to use in the course of inherent disadvantages of the November, 1967, to preside over
the farming activities of this Block Centre as a government the Asian South Pacific Bureau
particular scheme. office would not have arisen. At 0f Adult Education Executive

* * * present, the Block offices cannot Meeting and to participate in the
Can Universities and non- be effective centres of radiation Conference on “Urban Adult

Government organisations play in the very nature of things. A Education in a Developing Com-
a role in the implementation of Government office has an inhibi- munity” organised by the
such a programme which is so tive effect on education. Today ASPBAE in Collaboration with
closely related to the production another opportunity is present- Adult Education Board, Singa-
activities of Government Depart- ing itself to educational institu- p0 re.
ments? Doubts are understand- tions. Environments for agricul- Dutta will also present a
able, but it is relevant to look tural production are far more paper on “Adult Education
to the experience of other coun- favourable and the economic programmes in relation to Social
tries. In England when indus- advantages to the farmers are far change in Urban areas of
trial development took place in more pronounced than they were Developing Countries”. He is
the 19th century, the necessity when the Community Develop- likely to return to New Delhi on
for workers’ education became ment programme was launched. t]ie 2 6 th
as pressing as Farmers Training It would, therefore, be wise on ' ‘ _____
appears to be today in India. The the part of Universities, Colleges
leadership in organising workers’ and non-Government organisa- ,  _ . u  ATTENDS
education was taken up by the tions to seize this opportunity J .C . I w A ^ f  T * *  ;1U
London University and later on and to try to establish their F.A.O. MEETING
by Oxford. The Universities and campuses as the base line of , ir<?
non-official organisations in Farmers Training and Education. Shri J.C , Mathur,
London were quick to grasp the Their efforts may supplement the Additional Secretary, Ministry oi
opportunity provided by an eco- main programme to be conduct- Food and Agriculture and -
nomic situation. Later in the ed by Government, In the first member of the Executive o
United States when it became place, even in those districts mittee of the Indian Adult cuu-
necessary to bring up the level of where Farmers Training is taken cation Association will retuin to
the rural population and to give up by Government, these insti- New Delhi from Rome on tne
them a proper place in the tutions could undertake the 26th of this month attci atu.nu
industrial setting, the concept of responsibility for organising ing the F.A.O. Council meeting.
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ADULT EDUCATION LOST IN THE WOODS Such substantial massive work requires trained
and experienced personnel. Even if adequate funds 

(Continued from page 6) are made available, where will it come from? In
these last twenty years or so we have not built and 

this logic to the Contributory Health Service in maintained it. The scene is similar to an emergency 
New Delhi, under the Ministry of Health, one can army on demobilization. The trained Social Edu- 
easily picture what it would mean in detail. cation Organisers and other Adult Education

Workers have been transferred to some other 
The Ministry of Education has to be given the department and where liquidated have sought other 

total responsibility for Adult Education. Any jobs. Those who have remained there are rusting 
attempt to escape or avoid the responsibility will and relapsing as there is nothing significant or much 
be harmful to the cause of Adult Education and enough to do. The personnel will have to be 
will mean more expenditure for the Government reassembled and reoriented. This will take time, 
as a whole. This does not mean that another but if not done thoroughly, the work turned out 
Ministry or Department should not do Adult will disclose weaknesses and defects.
Education. They should and must, but they will This is the state of Adult Education today, but 
have the character ol an agency of Adult Education, I would like to end with an optimistic note. All 
independent to a large extent, but dependent on that Adult Education needs for a healthy active 
the Ministry of Education for ideological and milld and a physically fit body can be secured by 
technical guidance. This has to be the organisa- creating very strong demand by a very determined 
tional set up for maintaining the integrity of Adult and angered public opinion which governments 
Education and for avoiding duplication of support- cannot afford to neglect. We can do this if we 
ing services and the consequent increase of costs. rea]iy mean and have the will.
This point has to be examined very caretully and
in detail I suggest, we do it in a National Seminar. Friends, all these days something within me has

been urging me to say, all that I should say at this 
Concluding, friends I think Adult Education is juncture, freely, boldly, even bluntly and un- 

all the more in thicker woods now. There is little reservedly. I think I have done so to some extent, 
ground for being optimistic enough to expect any Please feel free to react similarly to what I have 
substantially massive work in the next few years, said. Thanks.
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 TIMES HAVE CHANGED . . .  j

MEGII ;

* PLAIN ROLL-UP BLACK BOARDS. I
* GRAPH ROLL-UP BLACK BOARDS. I
* COPY-LINE ROLL-UP BLACK BOARDS. I
* GEOGRAPHICAL OUT LINE MAP BOARDS.

1 * BLACK BOARD DUSTERS. :
liMM* * CHALK STICKS WHITE & COLOURED. §

Available in any desired size and in any quantity.
QUALITY ‘Megh’ products arc now available everywhere.

Choose choice of ‘BLACK BOARDS’ by Megh only.
jjjj B ....... .................. •- «ll ... J

3 2 Bor fa th e r  details, please write to : |

i £m$ MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., j
i  V  -, • ' Post  Box No. 24.,

BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDIA. §
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Tackle Adult Education on a National Scale
Shrimali’s call to Adult Educators

HTHE 15th National Seminar on“ Utilisation of elucidated by an expert. They wereShri K.N 
1  Schools for the Promotion of Adult Education” Srivastava, Dr. H.S. Bhola and Shri D. Sarma. 

was held in Mysore from October 15-18. Dr.
Mohan Sinha Mehta, former Vice-Chancellor, 70 delegates from 14 states and Union Terri- 
Rajasthan University and President IAEA was the tories attended the Seminar. Representatives of 
Director and Shri T.V. Thitnme Gowda, Joint International Cooperative Alliance, and Asia Foun- 
Director, Public Instruction, Government of Mysore dation also attended. Ministries of Education, Food, 
was the Associate Director. Agriculture & C.D. and Planning Commission

. _ were represented at the Seminar. Universities of
The Seminar was inaugrated by Dr. K.L. Bombay, Delhi, Dibrugarh, Gujerat, Jamia Millia

Shrimali, Vice Chancellor, Mysore University. Dr. and Kashividyapith also deputed representatives. 
Shrimali stressed the paramount importance of
tackling adult education on a national scale. Other- The delegates were given reception by the Vice­
wise he feared that the collosal illiteracy in the Chancellor of the Mysore University and the State 
country could n it be eradicated. Adult Education Council.

The Vice-Chancellor said that school buildings Concluding Address 
and equipments could be easily utilised for adult
education work, but he had his own doubts about The concluding address of the Seminar was given
utilising school teachers for this work. He said that by Sbri T- Madiab Gowda, Ex M.P., and Ex Vice­
school teachers were fully occupied in their jobs President of Indian Adult Education Association
and it would be difficult to utilise them for adult and a Veteran adult educator,
education work.

Dr. Shrimali wanted that a proper atmosphere 
should be created in the country so that all educated DECLARATION
people w'hethcr working in Government, factories
or other academic spheres should involve Them- The following declaration was adopted at the 
selves in solving this gigantic problem of adult edu- National Seminar:— 
cation. Efforts should also be made to enlist the
support of voluntary organisations in this work. TV7E, the participants of the Fifteenth National

*V Seminar make this declaration.
The Seminar convened by the Indian Adult

Education Association studied the role of schools in We have noted with sincere appreciation 
the promotion of adult education. It also examined the valuable contributions made by several schools 
the specific measures needed to be taken to utilise in the country to the cause of adult education. In 
the schools for the promotion of adult education, particular, we note with special pride the total 
The recommendations of the Seminar appear on participation of the entire school system in several 
Page 12. districts and cities of Maharshtra and Rajasthan in

recent literacy campaigns.
Messages

Messages were received from the President, Vice- . Wf. are c.onvinced * at as centre of
President, Prime Minister, Union Education Minis- cduca '0 " and sourcfes, of k1no«}cdSc for fhe PeoPle’ 
ter, Minister of Petroleum, Chemicals and Social can altso bc, P ^ r f id  and effective agencies for 
Welfare, Minister of Transport and Shipping, State "’W tm g  education to the adult and youth rnembe.s 
Chief Ministers and the Acting Director General of ?f tbc community in various forms and at different 
UNESCO (Published on page 13.) levels.
Groups We are concerned with the trend that is being

noticed in recent years to relegate the school 
The delegates were divided into live groups, system to a second and third place in development

each with a Chairman and a Rapporteur. The group programmes and it calls upon Head Masters and 
chairmen were Shrimati Sulochana Modi," and Teachers’ Associations, community leaders and 
Sarvshri Sohan Singh, Jagdish Singh, A.H. Hem- others involved in school administration to take 
rajani and T. Krishnamoorthy. measures to restore to the teachers and schools tlieir

original role of leadership in social progress and the
Each day, one item of the Working Paper was development programmes of the country.
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In this connection, we express our whole-hearted RECOMMENDATIONS
agreement to the statement that “the school should
not only guide and direct the physical, mental, The following are the recommendations o f the 
social and moral growth of boys and girls, but also Seminar on the utilisation o f School for promotion 
improve the quality of community life. It should o f Adult Education:— 
concern itself with the happiness, welfare and
success of the people, their recreation and amuse- 1 . (a) The schools in the country should share 
ment, their health and their occupational success.” their resources—-of the building, equipment,

library and the staff—for the additional 
benefit of the Community by including

In the present context of high illiteracy in the Adult Education in their programme,
country, the school system at all levels has a positive (b) It is desirable that this basic position is
role to play in organising^and undertaking functional accepted by educational authorities, govern-
literacy activities and in mobilising the resources of mental and non-governmental, which are
the country to participate more actively in the anti- responsible for managing the schools at
illiteracy campaigns and in other develop- different levels.
ment programmes of the country. The school (c) It should be the endeavour of the educa-
can also help their communities in organising tional authorities constantly to improve the
continuing education and extension programmes for schools all round to discharge this addition-
the benefit of out-of-school adults and youth. In al function effectively and in a far cornpre-
the modern society vocational schools such as hensive way.
agricultural and trade schools, have a special role 2  ( ) A from ordi schools undertaking 
in upgrading the vocational skills of the adult acfult education work with the necessary
members of the community and ntroducing among additional resources in staff and equipment
them new tecmiques wiic p in ase wherever necessary, the establishment of
then productive e icii n y. t ^ i . separate adult schools may also be neces-
schools with t eir s a ° P 1 . c , sary wherever the situation demands them,
to serve as resource inst.tutions for pe sonal and (b) In particular, it is recommended that 
social development of their communities. The wherever a group of not less than 15 adult
parents and alumni associations of schools are in a perS0ns desire special training, vocational
happy position to stimulate then communities and or general, provision for such educational
support the schools in their roles as adult educators facility should be made.

3. (a) The School budgets and the grant-in-aid 
system should, in future, be so framed that 

W e call upon the Central and State Governments the schools of the country function with
to afford greater facilities to schools to undertake this comprehensive purpose—as centres for
adult education activities by giving concrete recogni- the education of the young as well as of the
tion to teachers’ services and by providing addition- adult people.
al equipment needed for this role. 0 )  Adult schools, referred to in the last recom­

mendation, should also be entitled to 
financial grants like other schools.

We call upon Adult Education Associations, 4. Condensed courses of education should be 
Parent-Teachers Associations and alumni associa- organised on an extensive scale, both for men
tions to make the community increasingly aware of and women, jointly wherever possible, or
the role of schools in adult and youth education and separately
assist them in obtaining the needed equipment and 5> (a) The Indian Adu]t Education Association 
encouragement from voluntary and government and State Adult Education Associations

should select some schools for undertaking 
Pilot Projects under special supervision and 

We are firmly convinced that with vast resour- expei t guidance for adult education courses
ces of the school system, aided and assisted by well- suitable to the adult community in their
directed community efforts and supported by funds - \  , , ,  , t , .
from local, state and Central governments and  ̂ These piojects should be launched after
voluntary agencies, forces will be released which adequate preparation.
will make substantial contribution to the all-sided 6- Adult Education programme to be carried on 
p» ogress of the country through the promotion and hY ordinary schools or in Adult Schools should 
development of adult education. be of varied types at different levels and at

times which suit the adults receiving such 
education.

(Continued on page 14)
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Development of Sense of Responsibility in Man 
is Primary Objective of Education
Life-Long Integrated Education only Answer

The following message for the 15tli National Seminar was received from UNESCO Acting Director- 
General, Dr. M.S. Adiseshiah :

TT is with a particular sense of pleasure that I send its content and curricula, following the recommen- 
you my greetings and the best wishes of Unesco, dationsof the Report of the Education Commission, 
for the success of your Seminar. I regret that The fruits of this educational reform movement will 

my prior commitments have prevented me from be garnered in the future For today and tomorrow, 
participating in your conference and the Seminar. I however, there is the task of correcting, comple- 
look forward to the pleasure of personally bringing menting, supplementing and continuing the educa- 
to you Unesco’s message and greetings at a future tion of the youth, the adolescent, the adult citizens 
gathering. You are aware of the continuing interest who have been through the incomplete and imper- 
Unesco takes in the activities of Non-Governmental feet educational system of the past. This urgent 
Organizations which, both on the national and inter- correctional and supplemental task that Ind;an Adult 
national planes, contribute substantially to the pro- Education must discharge will result in developing 
motion of adult education. If one considers that citizens imbued with the knowledge and responsi­
ble primary objective of all education is to help bility that the India of today demands of its sons, 
develop in man a sense of responsibility to himself,
to others and to all mankind, then it is evident that Adult Education has a teaching task. This has 
institutions such as your own respond both fully to do with regard to the youth, adolescents and 
and competently to this imperative. adults who have not had the benefit of any educa­

tion or schooling. And these illiterate youth and 
While it is true that, since its inception over adults who are estimated to number around 200 

twenty years ago, Unesco has carried out a variety million persons over fifteen years of age, still con- 
of activities in adult education, the last few years stitute the vast majority cf that age-group of our 
have nonetheless witnessed a marked increase in people. Our problem of illiteracy is so vast ac to 
the importance attached to it by our Member States, seem insoluble. Where does one start in this vast 
Our programme, in this area, has concentrated on ocean of ignorance? Having started, how does one 
two apparently unrelated, yet entirely complement- keep the ship of knowledge and learning on course? 
ary fields : literacy and adult education. Unesco’s Unesco in its functional literacy programme devised 
General Conference, at its last session, fused these two years ago at the World Congress on literacy at 
two fields into a single programme, referred to as Teheran provides a challenging answer. Following 
life-long integrated education, based on the convic- this, the Indian Adult Education Association can 
tion that only through the process of a continuous reorient and restructure its literacy programme and 
education lasting the duration of man’s life can man launch fresh functional literacy initiatives : by
understand himself and the world. selecting those areas of the country where there is

the motivation for literacy: and by concentrating 
This concept is no more than the recognition of its educational efforts on those age groups in those 

an ancient truth—that education is a life-long pro- areas who are the productive members of their 
cess, that it begins at the cradle and continues to society. Thus, your association has a call to take 
the grave and beyond, that no man can ever have leadership in the functional literacy movement that 
too much education. All these and more are today is urgently needed in the country, 
embodied in Unesco’s doctrine of life-long integrat­
ed education. Adult education is both the pur- Adult education has an urgent socio-economic 
veyor of this doctrine and the instrument for its task. This relates to the specialised and specific 
realisation. problem which the country faces today with regard

to its food deficit on the one hand and its ever- 
It is against this background that I would like expanding rate of population growth on the other 

to place before you some tasks which face the India’s food deficits are not simply the results ol the 
Indian Adult Education Association in the India of natural calamities that we have suffered in th< last 
today. two years. India’s economy has always been a

gamble in the monsoons, but that particular gamble 
Adult education has a correlational task—that of is slowly being won. Our long-run food pn>blcm is 

correcting the miseducation that we have received in fact due to the slow rate at which the agnail- 
in the educational system. That system is itself tural/rural sector, which is 80 per cent ot lBown 
beginning the urgent and arduous work of reforming society, is being modernised. On the other hand,
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all the gains in industrial growth, power and energy Adult education has a peace building task. As 
acceleration, agricultural renovation and educational every sixth man in the planet of ours is an Indian, 
progress are being wiped out by the rate at which the Indian adult education programme has a unique 
our population has been expanding in the last two obligation to impart to its participants the spirit of 
decades. Family planning and population control international understanding, the desire for peace and 
measures will produce results only ten to twenty the fight against the seeds and actual presence of 
years from now. But if we are to lift ourselves out war, as well as the accelerating armaments race. You 
of the development morass in which our country share with Unesco this peace purpose and this 
finds itself, action must start now. The moderniza- foundation and motive force of international under- 
tion of the agricultural/rural sector on the one hand standing frame. In the end all your programmes 
and the population control and planning education and actions will be judged, as are Unesco’s, by your 
on the other are two immediate themes that must contribution to these final c bjectives. And it is this 
suffuse all adult education programmes in the convergence of goals and programmes between the 
country. Indian Adult Education Movement and the Unesco

that I return to, in greeting you and wishing you 
Adult education has a diffusion task. There is a success in the tasks ahead of you. 

direct contribution which the adult education move­
ment can and should make to school education. -----— —— -------- ———----- — — — —-----------
Adult education is characterised by freedom (the
free human mind is not shackled by official curricula RECOMMENDATIONS
and all-decisive examinations); by spontaneity, (the
techniques and methods of its teaching and learning (Continued from page 12)
processes arise from its own normal and natural
needs): and by realism, being grounded in the 7. It is strongly recommended that teachers en- 
political, economic, social and cultural realities of gaged in children’s schools who have the
the community, (its pupils and teachers are the aptitude and the desire for training for adult
farmer, the housewife, the factory worker and the education work are given special opportunity
elected representative of the local community who under expert guidance either at ordinary
come to learn or teach from the field, home, factory teachers Paining colleges or in some other way.
or council table, and return to it). Adult education
has no need to fear accusations of being abstract: it 8 . Teacher Training Colleges and Schools should 
can never teach or preach unreal and unrelated facts improve existing provision in their courses for
and knowledge. This realism of the spirit, this Primary and Secondary School teachers in the
functionalism of its content and this concreteness of knowledge and practice of adult education
its techniques, must be woven by the Indian Adult work.
Education movement into the fabric of the Indian
education system as a whole. From this point of 9. (a) This Seminar feels that institutions estab- 
view, the school and the college are not simply fished for imparting specialised knowledge,
material and convenient centres of adult education. such as Agricultural, Public Health, Com-
Their physical coincidence imposes on adult educa- merce, Mechanical or Electrical Engineering
tion the obligation of infusing the school and etc., should offer facilities to adult citizens
penetrating the university with its freedom, spon- for receiving education in their fields,
taneity and realism.

(b) The Indian Adult Education Association 
Adult education has a harmonisation and recon- and Slate Adult Education Associations

ciliation task. This relates to the uphill task of should, from time to time, establish contact
citizenship education. The first two decades after with such institutions for promoting this
independence were decades spent in laying the basis purpose,
for the initial national infrastructure—of what is
involved in being a citizen of Independent India. 10. In the opinion of the Seminar, it should be 
The great adult education leaders of the land, who accepted as a National policy gradually to raise
counted among them the founding fathers of the all the existing schools to and to establish new
nation, accomplished this task. Now the country schools in future of, such quality in designs,
and the people are going through the normal self equipment and staff as would be community­
conscious process of developing their linguistic and centred in their work and outlook and would
state identities and look to adult education to help undertake comprehensive education service
them in this identification. And so Indian Adult both for children and adults.
Education has the task of educating the citizens in
the long process of reconciliation and harmonisation The social status, emoluments and pro­
of local, linguistic and state loyalties with the fessional competence of the teachers of those
unity and common destiny which Indian citizenship schools in the country should be in keeping with
imposes. the importance of their role in national progress.
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ADULT EDUCATI ON
Vol. XXVI1S December 1967 No. 12

iUMNUHL CONFERENCE IN 
DECEMBER NEXT YEAR

Round Table on Life Long Integrated
Education Planned

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Indian Adult Education Association it vras 
decided to hold the next annual Conference in December 1968 at Pondicherry. It was also decided 
to request Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah of Unesco to preside over the Conference.

THE Association is planning to organise a Simple Reading Material for Adults : its prepara- 
Round-Table on Life-Long Integrated Educa- tion and use. 
tion in February, 1968, in preparation for an

International Symposium on the subject to be held Australian Geographers to Visit Association 
in May 6 8 . The Round Table will seek to examine Some members of the Geographical Society of 
the concept of Life-long Integrated Education and Australia will be touring India from December 30, 
analyse the practical consequences of the principle. 1967 to January 20, 1968. During their visit in

Delhi from January 12 to 16, 1968 they will be 
The Association is also planning to hold a recejve(i at the headquarters of the Indian Adult 

National Seminar on “Adult Education of Women Education Association, 
in the Changing Pattern of Society.” The Seminar
is scheduled to be held in March, 1968. Dr. Joan Allsop, Senior Tutor of Adult Edu­

cation, Sydney University will be in-charge of 
Pilot Projects the tour.

The two pilot projects, undertaken by the 
Association to link literacy with economic develop- .
ment, one in Meerut District and another in Professor Becker in Delhi
Maharashtra, are now on their feet and in another President of the Deutsche,-
six to eight months these experimental Projects Volk^ 0 cschul-Verband (German folk High 
would be completed Arrangements have t a g  Schoo, Association), Bonn is arriving in Delhi on 
made for the Meerut Project to be evaluated December 7_ Duriag his 1 0  day stay in Delhi, Prof.
simultaneously. Becker will meet Dr. T.A. Koshy. Head. Depart-

. . ment of Adult Education, N 1 E, NCERI and Shri
New Organising Secretary g c . Dutta, Hony. General Secretary of the Associa-

Shri Neki Ram Gupta, former Deputy Director tion. He will also visit a few Social Education 
of Education, Delhi Administration has been centres.
appointed Organising Secretary of the Association. ----------
He will tour a number of states of India with a
view to galvanize voluntary agencies and State Radios for Rajasthan
machinery for undertaking a massive programme of The British Columbia Credit Unions. Canada 
Adult Education, and to set up State and District have made a 2 ift of 40 transistorised radio sets for 
Branches of the Association. radio rural forums in Rajasthan. I lie Indian Adult

_T _ _  . , Education Association is collaborating wiiu (lie
Unesco Books Translated Project Advisor, Department of Adu'i Education

The Indian Adult Education Association has University of Rajasthan iM!r •- r - h “'  hoped 
brought out the Hindi translation/adaptation of two that distribution work would be completed by the 
Unesco publications namely A.B.C. of Literacy and end of January 1968.

I n d i a n  J o u r n a l  o f
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ILLITERACY IN AN AFFLUENT SOCIETY

THE number of illiterates in the United States " ' '
was estimated in 1960 to be over three million.
They, and another 20 million adults with less New Publications Checklist

than 8  years of schooling, are the target of the
Adult Basic Education Programme which, since Rg p
1965, has been making Federal funds available to j Adult Education and Economic 
the States for the organization of basic education Development
classes. Instructional materials have been develop- _ R eport of the 14th National Seminar 2.50 
ed to teach reading, writing, arithmetic and speak­
ing, if necessary—in the context of job orientation, 2 . Implications of Continuous Learning
health habits, family and community relations, and __j  R j d 9  rn
so forth. By the end of 1967, some 1,500 teachers
and teacher-trainers will have taken specially design- 3  ̂ New Trends in Adult Education in India 
ed training courses. —S.C. Dutta 2.00

Examples of research experimental literacy pro- 4. On to Eternity—Vol. II 
jects receiving State funds are: a programme —S.C. Dutta 2.50
administered by the University of Arizona to
demonstrate what can be done to provide education 5. Seminar Technique
for migrant workers and Mexican-Americans in —S.R. Ranganathan 1.00
three southern States, in which stress is placed on
the teaching of English as a second language; a 6 . Seekhna aur Seekhana—J.R. Kidd 
survey by north Carolina State University to (Hindi Translation of ‘How Adults Learn’) 7.50 
demonstrate applications of the electronic black­
board and computer-assisted instruction to adult 7. Saksharta Kee Pahili Seeri—Mary Burnet 
basic education; a programme in the Appalachian (Hindi translation of ABC of Literacy) 1.00
region by Morehead State College, Kentucky, to
develop and demonstrate techniques for reaching 8 . Proudhon Ke Liye Saral Pathya Samgri 
adult learners in isolated rural areas a travelling —Hindi translation of Simple Reading 
school, with a teaching faculty, a sociologist, an Material for Adults 1 . 7 5
anthropologist and an educational psychologist,
which is travelling with the migrant workers as they Order from Indian Adult Education Association 
follow the crops from Florida to Wisconsin and 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi-1 ,
return, providing literacy classes and at the same
time studying the migrants and their attitudes. __________________ _____ _________________

Norway Sends Literacy and to Tanzania A.SP13 \E  JOUJR.INI \L

An ABC in pictures has been produced by a
Norwegian publishing firm, and 50,000 copies have The Quarterly Journal which deals
been sent to Tanzania. Financed by the Dag with Adult Education in
Hammarskjold Fund, the book is co-texted in Asian and South Pacific Countries
Swahili and English and is colourfully illustrated by
a Tanzanian artist. Annual Subscription

Travelling Record Library Aids Literacy INLAND Rs. 7/50
Teachers FOREIGN U.S. §2.00 or 16 Shillings

In Venezuela, the Department of Adult Educa- Published by :
tion has designed a special travelling record library
; s an auxiliary for literacy training containing 800 Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education
battery powered record-players and 5,000 LP C/o
records. A set of five of the records with their Indian Adult Education Association,
accompanying booklets makes up a complete course 17-B, Indraprastha Marg,
of 40 six-minute lessons specially designed for train- New Delhi-l
ing literacy teachers.

(Unesco Features)
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WOMEN’S EDUCATION FOR CIVIC AND SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITIES

By S.C. Dutta, Hony. General Secretary, Indian Adult Education Association.

AS a college student, I was taught ‘Man is a adult men and women and much will depend upon 
political animal’ but in actual life I find that the quality of decisions and choices made by them 
only a handful of men and still fewer women now. Therefore education of adults must take 

are politically minded. Out of nearly 125 member- primacy over all types of education because educa- 
states of the United Nations many of the countries tion alone gives competence to make right decisions, 
have granted women full or partial rights to take
part in politics; women have right to vote and to III
be elected to the legislature. But very few women
take part in political action, with the full under- When we talk of education for citizenship or for 
standing of the basic tenets of their country’s foreign that matter for social responsibility, we are talking 
and domestic policies. of citizenship in a democratic State. ‘Democracy’

In India, theoretically Indian women are eman- is a word with many meanings, therefore, I will not 
cipatcd. They have the vote; they are guaranteed attempt to define democracy. I will quote a des- 
full and equal rights with men; the State has re- cription of a good citizen of a democratic State. It 
cognised the principle of equal pay for equal work has been said that he or she must have: 
and women’s right to property has also been con- (1) A deep concern for the freedom and good 
ceded. But in reality, Indian women have still a life of his or her fellows;
long way to go. Old and effete social customs and (2) Such knowledge and power of clear think- 
prejudices about women’s place in society has com- ing as will enable him or her to form sound
plicated women’s ability to perform their roles as judgements as to the main problems of
equal partners in the building up of a new India. politics and to decide wisely which party

Therefore, the question which is agitating our will most likely to achieve the needs he or
minds is: What steps should we take now in the she desires;
context of the rapidly changing social, economic (3) The power to select men of wisdom, inte- 
and technological changes taking place in the world grity and courage as public representatives
to educate our women for performing the role that and such knowledge of his or her own limi-
the society has cast on them, and to ensure that tations as will dispose him or her to trust
women are able to exercise their right with a full and follow his or her chosen leaders,
understanding of their duties and privileges as In countries where women have been politically 
citizen. enfranchised for a generation or more they already

know by experience that possession of the right to 
II vote is only the beginning of citizenship. To live

like a citizen and not a mere inhabitant of one’s 
Therefore, I propose largely to talk about politi- country demands continual attention and effort, 

cal education of women which in common parlance This would be to some extent true even in an age 
means education of women for citizenship, educa- in which society was stable and its institutions were 
tion which will enable them to discharge their changing imperceptively, if at all. But such a 
duties as active, understanding and responsible picture is not true of any considerable number of 
citizens. people today. Ways of life are changing everywhere

Before we come to the subject proper, I would and men and women suffer or enjoy, lesist oi pro- 
like to make certain observations, which are uni- mote the changes. Some accept, others resist 
versally accepted, but have not been properly blindly; others again try to understand what is hap-
noticed in our own country. The contemporary pening and on the basis of understanding choose
climate of opinion in a society is largely made up of to promote what seems to them good and to oppose
unconscious assumptions and prejudices in adult what is bad. Education for citzenship, means to my
minds based on past social, cultural and political mind, enabling citizens to make such choices con-
backgrounds. Whenever a society discovers in stantly and continually, 
itself new needs demanding from its members new 
attitudes of mind, new knowledge, new behaviour, 
it must re-educate and further educate its men and
women with as much skill and vigour as it gives to Education is a life-long process and we are all 
teaching its children. The education of children educated to a very considerable extent by peoj le in
can be long-term project but the education of adult whose contact we come and by groups w hose mem-
must be immediate and must produce quick results, bership we take, It is a succession of experiences

The future of India is being made today by whether as individual or in groups and hence is a
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lengthy and complex process in which the teacher assuring them that the women and their children 
and school do not start first or stay longest. There are part of a wider society than their families and 
are many other persons and groups which help in neighbourhoods, and that this society values them 
the education’of a person. The responsibility of edu- as mothers and have concern for their child, 
catiog a human being therefore does not belong to In India, there are social education centres for 
the formal educational institutions alone but are women which are primarily used as craft and 
shared by many persons and groups, some of whom literacy centres but these could be utilized for pro­
may not have this end in view and may have been viding training in citizenship, 
formed for various non-educational purposes. A
person through series of experiences in home, VI
rebgious institutions, neighbourhoods, clubs and 3 ut 0f all these, in my own views the formal 
various groups learns and enriches his experience schoojs sh0uld play a much larger role in the
and thus becomes truly educated. Therefore, while education of adult men and women then they have 
planning for the education ot women for citizenship, been dojng hitherto. In a poor country like ours, 
we should think of schools, and also of various it will not"be possible for us to copy some of the 
institutions and groups—with which women come programmes undertaken in foreign countries. In 
in contact. almost every village we have schools for boys and

Most women are primarily wives and mothers, . j s If jn each school for girls we could attach 
member of a family and home makers. It is in these a teacher specifically charged with the responsi-
capacities that they know themselves as members of bilities of educating the adult women of the area 
society and we have to get to them in their homes covered by that school, our problems of educating 
and their neighbourhoods if we want to educate our adult women to their rights and duties could be 
them for citizenship, which includes making them scdvcd
competent, resourceful and economic housewives. j be teacber should be responsible for visiting 
They should be enabled to develop ways nnd means the homes, finding out their needs and require-
of meeting the demands on their time and energy raents, organising programmes, so that opportunities
more economically and effectively so that they can cou|d be providcd to women of those areas to come
have some leisure, which is necessary in order to t th organise festivals and other social func-
compensate them for the nature or conditions or t jons and thus get the habit of getting together,
their work and to keep or make them capable ot Once this habit grows, it would be possible for that
sharing responsibilities. The leisure should be teacher to arrange for women to discuss the
utilized to enable women to learn arts and crafts, probiems and this participation will be for better
to develop aesthetic sense and to help them to training for citizenship than merely voting without 
acquire knowledge of themselves and the world understanding in the elections, 
around them. Next step should be discussions about the pro-

We should organise women in groups to enable b|ems facing the locality and organising follow-up 
them to learn more effective and easy methods or action for the solution of those problems. Slowly 
work as mothers and housewives etc. The^egioups and gradually women could even be led to take 
should have as their objectives improvement or t jn tbe comrnittees and sub committees which 
recreational, cultural and educational opportunities associated wjtb the local self-government
for women. agencies where women’s participation is provided

for. Thus a climate could be built up whereby 
V women on their own start coming together to have

. . . . . .  . . . .  . u discussion and thus get training in citizenship.
Therefore, concretely speaking women must be Along side the school we should set-up a centre

approached at their homes and helped to form for continuation education in a middle size town 
these groups. The formation of groups will itself j h separate staff but working closely with the 
help them to get education for citizenship because school tea£hers. This c:ntre should provide facili-
the formation and running of the groups will pro- tjes ^  training in a large variety of courses in
vide the women opportunity and experience m vocational, technical and liberal education. The
making choices and taking decisions, and help in centre should cater for women at different stages

!- '-duelled are the heait.i centres, maternity wjthout credits i.e. some of them to end with the
“  ‘„ f?he1,ao w n f i th  h^foT  a e l;  0 hM,°enI award of diplomas and certificates. This should »t

bT USeT h o t  least be tried as an experimental measure, to be
'endes the doctors, the nurses, the health visitors, multiplied if the first centre proves its usefulness
tC, e pUbl,c health workers and social workers . T ie c/ ntre # 0u d have the necessary aruiio-
attached to these centres can give the women the V1*ual aids> a b,m hbrary’ a bbrary f  b?°£ s°f
first lessons of citizenship by giving them lessons mterestand use to women, and other material which
about health and hygiene and public health and by (Continued on page 6)
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WHAT PART OF EDUCATION IS LITERACY?*
By Dr. T.A. Koshy, Head, Department of Adult Education, NCERT.

IN the above question, it is already conceded that culture, but no other medium of communication
literacy is a part of education. Therefore, the can take the place of literacy in this task of educa-
view point which is put forward by some people tion. 

that literacy is not necessary for education, need The circumstances of modern life condemn the 
not be considered in this discussion. While it is illiterate to live an inferior existence and he remains 
true that literacy is a part of education, one cannot more or less isolated from the social processes 
categorically say that literacy is indispensable for such as, the democratic government and various 
education. There are many who can be regarded social and economic activities in the country, 
as educated and who contribute to the enrichment Illiteracy as a mass phenomenon blocks the econo- 
of knowledge and culture although they are not mic and social progress, affects economic producti- 
literate. Then what part of education is literacy ? vity, population control, national integration and 
It is an important tool of education. Without security and improvement in health and sanitation, 
literacy, the alternative open to a learner is the oral Without the kind of education that is possible only 
or visual communication for both of which he has with literacy, it is not possible to have proper range 
to depend on other persons. A few years ago a and speed of economic and social development, 
proposal was mooted in Rome, Italy that for educa- Neither is it possible to have suitable contact, 
tion of the illiterate masses in the world, literacy is quality and tone to this development to make it 
not the answer but the mass media of communica- worthwhile in terms of value and welfare, 
tion excluding newspapers, namely radio, television
and the film. The powerful influence these media Essential Step
have for education cannot be minimised, but it is Literacy is, therefore, an essential step in that 
also a well established fact that in those countries education which is needed for the development of 
where these media have been well developed and tbe individual and the community to which he 
arc being used for education and entertainment, the belongs. However, by literacy, 1 do not mean here 
demand for printed word such as the newspaper, merely the abiHty t 0  read aild write. It is now 
magazine and books have increased rather than generally agreed that literacy, if it is to be worth- 
decreased. Therefore, the role of such media in while> must be functional. It should enable the 
education is more to stimulate the desire for know- literate not oniy to acquire mastery over the skills 
ledge in the viewer or the listener which he can of reading and writing but also to acquire relevant 
acquire only by resorting to the printed word. knowiedge which will enable him to pursue his own 
Literacy is thus an indispensable tool for self study interests and ends. He will also be expected to use 
and education. bis literacy skills for further education through

available avenues of formal and informal education. 
Transmission of Knowledge As a literate person, he has to engage himself
. , „ , .  , effectively in all those activities, in which literacy

Literacy is also a part of education as far as the is r e q u i r e d 5  and to continue to use it for his own
transference of ideas and knowledge from one development and for active participation in the 
generation to the next or from one individual to j^e and devei0 pnient of his country. Functional 
another who is separated in space or time, is con- literacy, thus, implies maturity, independence and 
cerned. The experiences which one has gained dumbility. It must be durable and should not be 
through trial and error or in the school of life will jost wjthjn a few years, even without continual 
remain with him and be unavailable when he dies practiCes. Thus, literacy contributes to the fulfil- 
unless such experience is recorded in writing or in ment of the objective of education, 
print. Before the art of reading and writing came
to be used, the only means of transferring such Functional Literacy
treasures of knowledge was through oral communi- .
cation, mainly in the form of poetry which the In this context I would like to quote c work-
students had to learn bv heart. That stage has ing definition of literacy which was enunciated by
passed long ago and today the people have access the International Committee o Experts on Literacy
to the cultural heritage of countries, mainly because and accepted by UNESCO in 1962. According to 
of the printed word. It is true that to some extent it, “a person is literate when he has acqui e c 
dance, music, drama and the folk songs have also essential knowledge and skills which ena 1 L . 
contributed to the preservation and growth of engage in all those activities in w n 1 - j

_____________  F required for effective functioning m Ins group and
* Based on a talk given by Dr. Koshy at the meeting community and whose attainments in reading, 

of the International Federation of University Women, Vvr'tine and arithmetic make it possible for him to
continue to use these skills towards his own
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development and that of his community.” This is very process of learning to read and write should 
essentially the concept of functional literacy, which be made an opportunity for acquiring information 
assumes that the training in literacy given should that can immediately be used to improve living 
be such that the trainees will be able to meet standards. Reading and writing should lead not 
independently the reading and writing demands only to elementary general knowledge but to 
made upon them and to engage effectively in all training for work, increased productivity, a greater 
those activities in which literacy is normally participation in civic life and a better understanding 
assumed in his culture or group. of the surrounding world and should ultimately

The concept of functional literacy calls for an open the way of basic human culture.” 
elucidation of the function that one has in mind for To summarise it may be stated that literacy is an 
furthering which literacy is advocated. One can essential part of self education. Literacy promotes 
speak of functional literacy for healthy develop- education through printed word by making avail- 
ment of democracy or viable political system or a able treasure house of knowledge to each and every- 
sat'sfied individual or the economic development of one who has the skill of reading and writing, 
a country or in fact all the national values and goals Lastly, functional literacy is an integral part of 
of a country. Viewed in this light, functional education for social, economic and national deve- 
literacy can be regarded as a logical step in the lopment.
process of planned social and economic develop- — ------  -------------
ment of a country. Thus, literacy to have any WOMEN S EDUCATION......
practical utility must be functional and should be {Continuedfrom page 4)
a means or a tool for the achievement of the above are useful for educational purposes, 
goal, rather than an end in itself. I feel the achieve- The problem is so great and the resources are 
ment of the above goal is the aim of education and, so small but the education of women for citizen- 
therefore, I fully support [the view taken by the ship is a task which cannot be ignored and I can 
World Conference of Education Ministers on Eradi- do no better than to quote an outstanding philo- 
cation of Illiteracy organised by UNESCO at sopher who has said ‘woman create men and women, 
Teheran in September, 1965. As it concludes, they do so physically, mentally and spiritually as 
“Literacy, rather than an end in itself, should be mothers, wives and teachers. They are the true 
re g a rd e d  as a way of preparing man for a social, architect of the future...women civilize men and 
civic and economic role that goes far beyond the they preserve civilization.” Therefore, women’s 
limits of rudimentary literacy training consisting education is priority number one if civilization is to 
m e n  ly in the teaching of reading and writing. The be saved.
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UNESCO AND THE CONCEPT
OF

‘EDUCATION PERMANENT^
By A.S.M. Hely, Secretary, Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education &

National Secretary of Adult Education, New Zealand.

INTRODUCTION (a) The extent to which condi- to the effectiveness of present
tions today call for an edu- educational policies cannot be

IN the budget and programme cation which is not limited denied. The main criticisms
of Unesco for the two year to a specific period of appeal to be .
period 1967/68, as approved childhood and youth but

by the general conference of which continues throughout (a) That the present formal
Unesco at its fourteenth session life; education system is >0 0
(November 1966), appears, for (b) What implications this has ‘terminal in aPPI c a c -1 10
the first time, a reference to the in terms of educational plan- have meaning tocay.
concept of ‘education perma- ning; . (b) That ‘learning under the
nente’ or ‘life-long integrated (c) What modifications in curri- formal education system is
education.’ Provision is made cula and methods in the oriented too mucii to the
in chapter 1 (Education) for the formal schooling of the past;
calling together of a high level young is called for by the (c) That the formal education?. ^
world conference on the subject. acceptance of the concept; system is designed teos or

(d) What provisions, must be the continued personal
“A symposium of eminent made to ensure that ade- grow than eve opmencv

specialists in the field of edu- quate facilities are available all [S tra in in g  than
cation, science, philosophy for all who have completed o c u */ . Tf
and the arts will be convened formal schooling, (irres- of a minority
to study and bring to notice pective of the age or stage Thm the shove re^ons
the sociological, technology at which they leave school) (d) > , sends" to r
cal, psychological and cul- to enable them to continue the school system sends too
tural factors which render their education throughout ^ any /•-, nn„wlP tint
necessary life-long integrated life. j K a S n  K S ?  ccm-
ence on its content" ‘“and The interest taken by Unesco plete but must be regarded
functions.” in the concept merely highlights n u t^ h e ^  11s necessarv fothe existence of fairly widespread out the stalls neces aiy to
There is also provision for misgivings as to the effectiveness fhrou” ifvolunlarv sdfsUidy.

research studies to be undertaken of present educational organisa- r - little or no
by Unesco in co-operation with tion and polices. The emergence Jid  ( «) vnth little oi
universities and appropriate of these doubts appears to be t ie
institutions, on :— result of a number of inter- Adult Education andrelated factors such as the Adult Education am

“The origin and need of ‘knowledge explosion ; the acce- j1 t lu” 8  ememence of these 
life-long integrated education leration in the tempo ot socia . ;nteresting. Thecon-
and the place reserved in it and economic change; the impact education as a life long
to science and the scientific of the relatively new science of ceptof educabon as a lire long
snirit ” ‘educational planning’ on educa- process is not new- u  was
P ‘ tional thinking; and even the expressed by adult educationists

It is clear from the statement acceptance of the correlation more than . years ago.
in paragraphs 252 to 262 of between education and social attached to the
Section 1.41 of Chapter 1 and economic development with 1 Report "of the Adult
(Education), Part 2 of the Draft the consequent tendency fo , • n committee of the
Programme and Budget for education to come undei res ^Iinistj.v of Reconstruction,
1967/68, that Unesco aims to and closer scrutiny. Great Britain, (1919). the C’haii
initiate a world wide debate on , nvmofthe Committee pointedthe concept o f ‘education perma- Whatever the reason the m  1 the - l
nente’ to discover existence of widespread doubt as out that.

I .
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“Adult education is a perma- integrated education’ does not very unequal duration. Dur-
nent national necessity, an refer to any specific area of ing the first period, extending
inseparable aspect of citizenship education. Dr J.R. Kidd, in the from birth to an age deter-
and therefore should be both 1966 ‘Quance Lectures’ at the mined broadly speaking, by
universal and life-long.'” University of Saskatchewan, the resources at the comtnu-

defined ‘education permanente’ nity’s disposal the individual
R.C. Wallace in his book in the following words:— was assumed to be receiving

‘Liberal Education • in Our a training which would equip
Modern World’ (1932) said: “Continuous learning or him with the knowledge,

life-long education has a ideas and standards of
“The fact should never be beginning in the home and in behaviour he would require

forgotten that education comes nursery school, it compre- to carry out the tasks and
only with mature years; all the hends all schooling for child- undertake the responsibilities
formal training a school or ren and youth, it includes involved in every human
university can do is to give the higher and adult education existence. At a given moment
incentive for the process of self and it covers the educational which varied from one
education which is the work o f a activities of older men and community to another,
life-time” women. Part of this is formal, the introductory phase was

' in educational institutions; considered to have terminat-
Robert Peers, Professor of much of it is informal. In ed, and the individual enter-

Adult Education at the Univer- other words it is consonant ed upon the second period
sity of Nottingham, wrote, in with education. It would be of his life that of adult-

9̂ 3 4 . much simpler to use the hood. The transition was
single word but, if I did so, emphasized by a scries of rites

“All education must be , l fear that my meaning might marking the decisive break
a process of adjustment of not be understood. Continu- with childhood and adole-
the individual to the world ous learning is a concept, it scence; a man took on his
in which he lives but since is an attitude; it is a totality; adult dress and status at the
his world is constantly it is not a segment or a spe- conclusion of his period of
changing and since he him- cial field ^ or division of apprenticeship,
self is one of the potential education.” . .
agents of change, this adjust- ” actual fact this distmc-
ment must be a continuous ‘Terminal9 Education Versus tion has never been a hard
process and not something ‘Life-Long9 Education and fast one. Children do not
which is accomplished once If adult educationists recog- always wait to complete their
and for all during the years nised the necessity for life-long penod of initiation before
of childhood and adoles- education without fully realizing entering upon a serious life,
cence.” the implications of the concept, . “ adults—at least the

educationists concerned with the ™non‘y wh/ ch do,es sink
Adult educationists, by formal education of the young *?to premature slurabei on

experience and experiment (a) too often paid lip-service (o the the soft pillow of habits —
knew that adults could learn, (b) idea of education as a life-long continue to study and to
knew that certain subjects could pr0cess while continuing to act advance along the roads lead-
be studied with value only by jn their professional capacity as ing to greater knowledge and
adults, and (c) realized that edu- though education were concerned wisdom But the division
cation must be seen as a life-long solely wjth the years young between the two ages in life
process. Nevertheless when peopie spent jn y the formal is reflected in the structure o f
they spoke of ‘continuing educa- school system. This attitude is 0Ui educa»onal system.
tion’ o f ‘life-long education they perhaps understandable. In TI , f .
were speaking, and thinking, relatively stable and static socie- The deep-rooted nature of this
about ‘adult education.’ They ties org"anised education was concept of education as a pre-
were not thinking in terms of concerned with giving youth the paiation foi life possi y thiows
the concept of a planned, mteg- training which would equip it ?ornu kght on the failure of
rated educational system, stret- for the tasks and responsibilities teachers and educationists con-
ching from nursery schools it would undertake in adult life. cerned with the formal education
through elementary, socondary, of children and adolescents to
tertiary or university education see the full implications of
uo to adult education. “ Until the beginning of education as a life-long process.

the nineteenth century, the Dr J. R. Kidd dealt with the 
Tt is important, therefore, to universally accepted view — * „ . T— .. , .ompntai

recoanise that the term ‘educa- was that each individual life and Adult Education/’VoL 10. No 3,
t i o n ' permanente9 or ‘life-long consisted of two periods, of Unesco, Paris, 1958.
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sub-conscious resistance on the do so, merely extends further and her popularity to the elec-
part of educationists in an further the period of formal tronic age. She is expressing
address he gave at the National schooling in a manner which what most contemporary
Association of Public Schools appears to be creating new social youth feel about themselves.
Educators at Buffalo, U.S.A. in problems. In developing coun- There she is trapped in an old
1959. tries desperate efforts are still technology, all her energy

being made to introduce five to struggling against cultural
“Most people in education six years of compulsory element- containment. The rhythmic

have failed, as we sometimes ary education for all the children writhings of the rock n' roller
have failed, to understand in the five to ten year old group is analagous to the emotional
the full meaning of continuing but in the industrial and more undulation of todays’ student,
education. They really per- educationally advanced countries confined in various educa-
ceive education as a ‘pre- of the West the aim today is to tional institutions, over-loaded
paration for life.’ In the raise the present ten years of with information—most of it
deep places in their consci- compulsory schooling to twelve, about the past. Rather than
ousness and sub-conscious- fourteen or even sixteen years. confront questions the an-
ness, this is what they believe, swers to which are already
no matter what words they A recent study by the Carnegie known, he wants to make 
may utter. Their innermost Foundation for the Advancement discoveries, receive his educa-
convictions, the springs from of Teaching revealed that by tion in the richer outside
which their assurance and 1965, 43 per cent of all the world, and participate.”
satisfactions gush, are all young people in the age group
about preparing young people, 18 to 21 years of age in the Moreover in a world of cons-
of setting them off on the American population would en- tant change, characterised by a
path of life, providing them rol in colleges or universities. flood of new knowledge resulting
with a purse of truths and The report went on to indicate from research much of ihe for-
habits for life’s journey. that by 1980 this percentage mal education provided in the
These are noble sentiments would rise to 60 per cent of the schools must inevitably be out
as far as they go. But the age group. Similar trends to- of date before the student leaves
more tenaciously they were wards extended formal schooling school irrespective of how ex-
held the more the notion of are appearing in other indus- tended his schooling. Changes
adult education was seen as trialised countries. in society and its needs, based
a threat. Somehow, it w'as on new knowledge, will eventu-
felt that if a man must go A number of sociologists, ally result in changes in the
back to school, if he must youth workers and educationists nature, scope and pattern of edu-
continue to learn, then I, his have suggested, however, that cation in schools, but there
teacher, have failed him.” the restlessness amounting to necessarily must be a time-lag

revolt of many young people in before change affects formal
The Price of the ‘Preparation *he } 6~ 2,0 °f\d S ^ p c a n  ^ u « tio n  and a f u r t ! t ^ ^ l a g  
nf Tifo, r  be traced (a) to the extent to befoie the schools produce a

^  ‘ which they increasingly feel generation of young adults
If there has been a reluctance isolated from life by the pro- equipped with the new know-

(conscious or unconscious) to traded and extended nature of ledge. 1  raining and preparation
admit that formal education of their formal schooling and (b) to for membership of the commu-
the young no longer represents the vague dissatisfaction they nity under these conditions
a full and completed ‘preparation feel with an education which always lags behind contemporary
for life’ but represents merely the appears to them too strongly needs. The Director General
preparatory stages of an educa- biased towards passing on in- of Education in New Zealand,
tion which must continue through formation about the past. Dr J.K.J. Sheen, in an address
all the years of maturity, the Marshall McLuhan, Director of ‘Looking Forward which closed
explosion of knowledge through the University of Toronto Centre the recent conference of the
research plus the demands for for Culture and Technology (and Australian Association ol Ins-
more highly trained and educated a w'orld authority on the social titutes of Inspectors of Schools
cadres for a society revolutionis- implications of the mass media) drew attention to the difficulties
ed by the march of scientific and put this point of view in a some- of envisaging today an education
technological developments, has what colourful way in a recent which could be completer, u iturn
created "a situation today in address to business executives in a fixed number of years,
which any attempt to cram all Los Angeles:— . „
the education required into the . “A new situation wa *
formal schooling provided in “The go—go girl, wriggling ing, he said, in which it was
childhood and youth, becomes convulsively on the stage of growing harder and nan,u to
less and less tenable. Efforts to a discotheque can attribute confine education wittun i.k
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formal pre-adult structure of ed in a stable, slowly chang- young persons inate desire to
the schools and universities ing culture. By itself, verticle know, to give him dynamic
in which it used to be carried transmission of knowledge balance, to set him in the
on. It was no longer possible no longer adequately serves right attitude and dilection
to conceive of an education the purpose of education in a and to equip him with the
acquired once and for all.” world of rapid change. What tools of skills that would

is needed and what we are enable him to ‘live off the
~ „ t already moving towards is land’—that is, to acquire

Hereditary-Cultural Learning tjje inclusion of another adaptive—cultural learning
\  ersus Inventive-Cultural whole dimension of learning: for his various purposes for
Learning a iateral transmission, to the rest of his life.

One of the criticisms aimed every sentient member of
at the formal educational system society, of what has just been “The high development of
of today is that as a result of the discovered, invented, created, inventive-culluial learning
‘preparation for life’ approach it manufactured or marketed. further required that adaptive
is based upon learning oriented This need for lateral trans- cultural learning becomes
towards the past rather than to- mission exists no less in the vastly mote important as a
wards the future. Julian Huxley, classroom and laboratory regulatory function in tne
the biologist has pointed out that than it does on the assembly lives of mature individuals
the long slow7 process of physi- line with its working force of and in the operation of the
cal evolution by chance muta- experienced and raw work- society than it now is. Con-
tions has now reached its end. men.” tinuous learning would
Evolution will continue, but become, a conscious and
from now on decisive factors will Tlje American writer, R.J. purposeful activity of all
be social and cultural in char- Blakely suggests that in the pro- adults, their organisations
acter rather than physical. Our cess of cultural evolution,‘science and society,
cultural system transmits acquir- —technology" can be regarded
ed characteristics through the as a mutation in the cultural “As these changes aie
educational process. Such char- mechanism which enables us (in made, the test of education
acteristics can be acquired, (a) fact forces us) to identify a third will become, not how much
through assimilating knowledge type of learning which he names young people have learnt by
accumulated in the past and (b) ‘inventive-cultural’. This new the time they are mature, but
through sharing knowledge dis- type he suggests is so effective how eltectively they use
covered in the present. The fir.st that it will require major changes learning as a function during
process has been termed ‘heredi- in the other two types of learn- their mature decade.”
tary-cultural’ learning while the ing.
second has been called ‘adaptive I t 1S rnerely anthropolo-
—cultural’ learning. By the “It requires, he suggests, gists, sociologists or creative
nature of our educational system that hereditary-cultural writers who are drawing atten-
the stress has been upon learning learning be oriented towards tion to drawbacks inherent in an
of the first type-the passing on the future. Until recently, educational system where so
to the young of the accumulated hereditary-cultural learning much attention is devoted to the
knowledge of the past. It is this could be oriented towards the transmission of the accumulated
orientation in the educational past on the assumption that knowledge of the past. We find
system which is coming under the future would be recognis- leading business men making
increasing fire. ably similar to the past. This much the same point. In the

assumption is now considered B.B.C. ‘Listener’ of February 3,
Margaret Mead, the world false. Hereditary-cultural 1966, there is a report of an

famous anthropologist, in an learning oriented to the future interview with John Diebold,
address on “Redefinition of would stand consciously on Chairman of the Diebold group
Education”, (N.E.A. Journal, the expectation that the of companies in America, a man
1959) said: future will be different from who is working on the very

the past. It would use the frontiers of automation and
“We are no longer dealing past not as a model, but as an electronics. In the interview he

primarily with the verticle analog. lt would not imitate was asked what he thought about
transmission of the tried and but forecast. It would not education for the next genera-
true by the old, mature, and try to outfit a young person tion. The interviewer pointed
experienced teacher to the with all the freight of know- out that a child who is ten years
young, immature, and in- ledge (much of it not yet dis- old today will be forty five by
experienced pupil in the covered) he will need through- the year 2000 and asked Diebold
classroom. This was the out his life. It would try to whether he thought that children
system of education develop- keep alive and foster the of this age when they go to high
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school and from then on to “The traditional type of domination of New Zealand
university would be getting any- school,” writes Lengrand, “is secondary education by the
thing like the appropriate train- also a means of selection, School Certificate and Uni-
ing they are going to need later. which operates throughout versity Entrance Examina-
Diebold replied : the system. From the moment tions is damaging and un­

ite takes his place in the democratic. Damaging in
“I think we are all going to classroom, the child knows that it imposes upon teachers

be on a re-education basis. on which side he is—among and students a demand which
Education is going to change the good pupils or the bad. distorts and cripples the
from being one shot at the His great concern is to come teaching and learning process,
beginning of our lives into first or, at any rate, to get a
something that is a part of good place in the upper “Not only does the pro-
everyday life for every week brackets of his class. Compe- gressive elimination of more
for all of us, but to the tition is omnipresent and up than 60 per c. nt of our youth
extent to which we teach a to the last moment of his up to School Certificate level
child specific skills, specific school and university life, the result in a sense of defeat and
substance of knowledge child or adolescent is spurred anger of varying degrees, but
about certain areas or certain on by the desire to do better also the success of the pass-
jobs we are doing it a dis- than others and to beat his ing students may give a false
service because those are rivals, if only by a hairs sense of superiority and an
going to change in most cases breadth. He has, indeed, no illusion that ‘education' has
very rapidly and we are alternative. When all is said been accomplished. The
wasting time. The more we and done, the whole educa- question as to whether school
teach children to learn, the tional system is, more or less, certificate and education are
more we can impart how to virtually built on the idea of synonymous terms needs
learn. It is the substance of competition, since only a examination,
what people learn that is given percentage pass the
going to change. It is a examinations and, except in “But the crucial issue
tremendous institutional pro- certain autocratically orga- remains that of the systema-
blem in education—to change nised societies, places goto tic rejection of nearly two
the institution so that ‘edu- the most outstanding stu- thirds of our youth from the
cation’ is no longer purely in dents. privilege of a meaningful
the beginning of life. Educa- satisfying and complete
tion tends to be a very re- “It would probably be secondary education. The
actionary institution.” utopian—not even desirable effects of this designed,

—to bring about a complete built-in and deliberate failure
Education Permmionto -.ml change in these structures of process upon the attitude of
Educational Democracy *he scholastic world, linked as ^ h S l r ^  e x a L S e TJ they are, in so many respects, can hardy be exaggerated.

Doubts as to whether the with enduring characteristics Consequent attitudes to sell,
formal schooling system as at of human nature. At the to books, to authority, to
present organised meets the same time, the introduction cultural interest, can, in tnc
needs of many of those w'ho of the ideas and achievements absence of empirical evidence,
must attend, has become more of continuing education into only be theoretically based,
widespread in countries where life and into society radically The claim that New Zealand
all children must stay at school changes some of these tradi- secondary education is tailing
by law long enoueh to spend a few tional features or, at any rate, to serve the c-est interes s o,
years in a secondary school. Mis- makes their significance mere- our youth seems however to
givings have been voiced about ly relative.” be a piain conclusion iom
the high proportion who leave . sta'isties.
with a sense of failure and thus The second quotation is from .
with little interest in further edu- an address on the “New Age in - Ihat H is undemocratic
cation in later life. Here it will Education” by Dr. A.C. seems also clear. The fact is
be sufficient to quote two such Webster, Lecturer in Education, that public secondary educa-
criticisms as examples. The first Massey Univers ty, and publish- tionhas b;cn structured n
is from the working paper on ed in the New Zealand Post- such a way a y
‘education permanente’ prepared Primary Teachers’ Association nnnoiityo ■ P- P • „ 
by Paul Lengrand forthe Unesco Journal, (Vol. X lV -N o. 2). Dr. can obtain s ^  benefit
International Committee for the Webster, in the course or the Ihis is a icsuli o, t ,ing
Advancement of Adult Educa- address # id  : f ^ h o d  T  I c n t t ' f
t,on for it,mcctmg m December ^  m *  systcm> m  „  „„c designed
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for all the people, cannot be the extent to which certain weaknesses can be removed with-
achieved simply by labouring social factors make for ex- out ‘throwing the^baby out with
the elitist system that pre- elusion, so that many people the bath water. M.E. La-
viously obtained and saying are cut off from the source Fountame, Head of the Docu-
‘ All those who can clear the of enrichment that should mentation Section of the Educa-
hurdles can get the prize’, To rightly be theirs. One factor tion Centre Library in Canada
be truly democratic, must may well be the experience m an article published m̂ Vol. 5.
not public education be not of school itself. Before the No. 1 (1966) of Continuous
only available but suitable 1944 Education Act,” wealth Learning examines the position
and possible? That is, demo- segregated a minority, who in Canada and attempts to des-
cratic education is not just were given special education cribe the type of student who
academic education offered opportunities, from the great would emerge from the public
to all the people, it is an majority who were denied school system if it were based on
education designed to cany them. Since the Act, selec- the concept of ‘education 
all the people through to the tion techniques hive placed permanentc ,
fulfilment of personal poten- an apparently‘scientific’ seal
tial. This is not done by on segregation. While the Suppose that thiough
showing 60 per cent of our numbers and proportions of intense social scholarship
youth what they cannot do.” young people who have a tightly integrated with sound

longer schooling have in- creative research, public
4.... j , creased, the sense of rejec- school institutions secured a

New Skills, Attitudes an tion may well encourage fresh grasp of its total
Changes for the School Drop-out hostility to education and to responsibilities so such things

From the point of view of the culture to which educa- as the drop-out problem, the
those who maintain that only an tion is an entree. Anyone problems of mis-education
education based upon life-long who leaves school in this and under-education are
learning can meet to the needs of ambivalent state of embitter- diminished to the smallest
modern society, the tendency ment and envy (and Mr humanly possible dimension;
for the formal education system Trenaman shows that almost that through creative means
to turn out an unduly high half the adult population is a relationship between the
proportion of their pupils with more or less hostile to educa- public school institution,
indifference (if not an actual tional values) is very unlikely labour and industry becomes
hostility), to education, must be to benefit in later life from so strong and so operative
a matter of concern. In most of the intellectual stimulus, that the entire question of
the western countries the eviden- emotional growth and the continuous training resolved
ce of research suggests that those sense of belonging which are itself. Suppose, in short,
who have been most successful fostered by adult education that the public school institu-
in school and who have enjoyed and educative societies.” tion, through its own capa-
the most extended education city for its own intellectual
during their youth, are also those The first major fully docu- motivation, became cultural-
who will recognise the need for mented study cf the educa- ly, socially and creative-
further education in later years. tional pursuits of American ly responsible, became in

adults, financed by the point of fact, educational in
Brian Groombridge in his Carnegie Corporation of New its function...............

research study into Education York and published under the
and Retirement’, undertaken title o f ‘Volunteers for Learning’, “Assuming all this, the
under the auspices of the reveals that in the U.S.A. a question now develops as to
National Institute of Adult Edu- similar pattern exists. Statistics the kind of personality the
cation in Great Britain in 1958- embodied in the report show that public school institution will
59 drew attention to the correla- only four per cent of those with turn out. The answer is that
tion between the extent of limited formal education sought he will be dissatisfied and
forma' education and partieipa- further educational opportuni- hungry. He will be dissalis-
tion in adult education and ties in their mature years as fied with his present state of
membership in educative socie- compared with forty seven per adulthood and hungry for
tjes jqe has this to say about cent of those who had benefited the creative, dynamic, experi-
the influence of post-primary by at least sixteen years of ences which will provide him,
education in Great Britain on formal education. a living thinking entity, with
the attitudes of school leaver- vital opportunities for further
to education;— The concept of ‘education personal growth and develop-

permanente’ calls for a re-think- ment in concert with a society
“The point at .issue ing of the educational policy as struggling to civilize itself,

throughout these chapters is a whole so that these existing (Continued on page 15)
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VILLAGE COLLEGES AND THE YOUTH SERVICE
By A. LOCKE

Organiser for Further Education, Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council

W E. Styler, Director of Adult Education in the landscaping, not only made the Colleges an out-
• University of Hull, outlined in Vol. XXVI standing feature of the countryside but set trends

No. 6 , June 1965, the relevance of the Cam- nationally. From the outset the staff provision was
bridgeshire Village Colleges to S.C. Dutta’s pro- appropriate for the all-embracing theme. The 
posals “ that village schools should become centres Warden combined the role of headmaster with 
of social action.” Mr. Styler concentrated mainly responsibility for the whole community centre 
on the philosophy and early development of the programme. The young people's programme at 
concept. Since the Second World War, however, Sawston Village College for the Winter session 
there has been provision of educational, recreational 1934-35 may seem today rather formal. It included
and social facilities especially for young people needle work, metal work, craft, drama society and
aged 14-21. These have not meant a divergence discussion circle but the library and reading room
from the original concept, but a recognition that were open every week-day, except Saturday, from 7
the needs of many teenagers are, in some respects, p.m. for people to browse or sit and talk. In 1957, 
different from those of adults who are prepared to in the Soham community centre, where there was 
commit themselves to courses extending over many already an Area Tutor an Assistant Tutor, Area 
weeks where concentration and sustained interest Youth Tutor was appointed. This pattern was 
are required. The Youth Service is designed to followed at all the Village Colleges with the appoint- 
help young people, particularly the less purposeful, ment of Tutors and Assistants, except in the two 
to be more enterprising in making the best possible smallest Colleges where a Tutor for Further Edu- 
use of their leisure time. Emphasis is on their cation is responsible for both adult and youth pro­
social needs, but they are encouraged to join in less grammes.
formal activities which it is hoped will become The policy of the Authority is to provide pur- 
lasting interests. The Youth Service is, therefore, pose built youth centres of about 3,000 square feet 
a logical extension of the provision for the com- in floor area on the Village College sites. Those 
munity in the colleges. The purpose of intellectual, people who are critical of linking too closely youth 
cultural and social development and the encourage- service and school provision, must bear in mind 
ment of exchange of ideas and experience are as that the largest of Cambridgeshire villages which 
valid in the Youth Service as in adult education. form the focus for each catchment area are little

more than 5 , 0 0 0  in population and the majority 
The pattern of Village Colleges for the country are much less. Consequently the Tillage College 

was begun in 1930, with the opening of Sawston is quite often the largest building in the community 
Village College and completed with the opening of and certainly has the finest facilities for recreation. 
Burwell Village College in the Autumn of 1966. Therefore, the usual factors which may militate

against young people returning to school are out- 
The idea of the Village Colleges was conceived weighed by the attraction of both purpose built 

shortly after the First World War. The then Secre- clubs and the additional facilities such as gymna- 
tary for Education, Henry Morris, feared that siums, workshops, craft rooms and halls. is 
urbanisation in the countryside, would sap the unrealistic, in these times of financial restraint and 
villages o f-the  economic and social strength increasing demand for multi-use of premises to 
that had sustained them through the centuries# leav- disperse resources too widely and to catei tor sn all 
ing them culturally deprived. Morris saw the need group interests which may use premises mfrequent- 
forthe all embracing provision of a community ly. Development of the Village Co “s. « £
centre which would act as a focus for recreational school populations grow will ensure P * 
and social activities. of further facilities of increasing value to the Youth

Service. Already at Sawston Village College, there 
The Hadow Report of 1926 proposed the setting is a sports’ hall and youth club members are build­

up o/senipr secondary schools serving a number ing a rifle range in t'ie ^ g e  
of villages. Morris grasped this opportunity to also be used by adults and sch<ool children^ lhe 
implement his plan that the provision in Cambri- former cmema which ^  rp.
dgeshire should be of community centres in which contiguous with that ^ 1 Vfl  f  Vquth centre
the senior schools were housed providing for all vided a ^ most com
ages and sustaining the idea of continuity in educa- giving sophisticate! y g 1 ‘ socially on
tion. The design of the Colleges, therefore, includ- fortable place in which they can meet 
ed common rooms, lecture rooms, public libraries, their aWt *  * *
integrated with the usual dav school facilities. The exte»sive Vl!!a&e J  x  close!v together
standards in architectural design, furnishing and Adult and Youth lu te s  wo.k closely togethu
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in providing a programme for all ages in the blished, second Youth lutors are also being
community through the Student Councils and the appointed.
club committees. Self-government is the essence There is some fear amongst youth officers and 
of Village College life and, therefore, these councils youth workers that development within schools of 
and committees arrange social functions, weekend work along the lines advocated in the Newsom 
courses and educational visits. They often promote Report will usurp the role of the youth service, 
enterprises which cannot be financed by the Local Indeed there are some teachers who are now
Education Authority. In these ways they nurture beginning to question whether the youth service
new ventures which may be highly specialized can offer anything that the schools cannot provide
minority interests. themselves. The outstanding merit of the Village

The Tutors have a modest but important teach- College system is that this divergence does not 
ing commitment which reinforces the aspect of exist.
continuity in education and over-lapping contact The Youth Tutor is accepted as a member of 
with school children, adults and youth. Similarly the College staff and is often closely involved in
members of the day school staff are encouraged to Newsom activities. This is equally true of tutors
take full part in the adult and youth programmes, who are not teacher trained. Experience has shown 
Although the benefits of these many contacts may that those who have trained as youth leaders or 
be intangible, they are of indisputable importance. social workers have a valuable contribution to make

Usually the Youth Tutors teach for 6-12 periods in the day school. A number are working closely
each week, mostly with senior pupils. They value with careers’ teachers and involved in helping to
this contact with such a large proportion of the organise works experience activities, 
young people in the age range 14, 15 and the Some leaders who are not familiar with the 
increasing number of 16 year olds, who live in the Village Colleges express concern at the prospect of
community. being responsible to the Warden, but it is evident

Some critics suggest that the older teenagers do that the benefits far outweigh the disadvantages,
not return to school based premises. The siting The Warden, because of his overall responsibility,
and the type of facilities provided do not seem to can ensure that petty disputes about mis-use of the
be the most important factors affecting the reasons premises and problems with caretakers, which are
why young people attend youth clubs. Where the frequent occurrences at school based youth centres,
leadership" is enthusiastic and the programme can be reduced to a minimum. He can also act as
balanced and well organised the proportion of the a mature adviser, which the leader in the isolated
older young people attending is very high. In one club may often lack. It should be remembered that
particular Village College where there are at present the Wardens are appointed, not only as headmasters,
no purpose built premises 79% of the young people but from the outset to have responsibility for the
living in the area up to the age of 18 and 64% youth service.
up to the age of 21 arc members of the Youth The current discussions nationally regarding 
Centre. such topics as “The dual use of the premises?’ “The

The opportunities for young people to meet use of school facilities by the community” and
socially aw'ay from school are also recognised as “The building of adult and youth wings on school
important. Village clubs are established in the sur- sites” are academic as far as the Village Colleges
rounding catchment area, and every encouragement are concerned. There is no distinction made bet-
is given for the young people to improve these ween these various facets. The Colleges are open
rented premises which are often church or village to the public, the grounds used as a park in which
halls. This community service does much to esta- to stroll, and it is not unusual to see members of
blish good relationships with parochial church the Over Sixties playing dominoes in the common
councils and village hall committees. These village room, while babies are being weighed at the infant
clubs usually meet on one or two evenings a week welfare clinic. Members of the jouth club are,
and on other evenings transport is provided into therefore, often closely involved in working with
the Village College. Thus young people from the the Over Sixties and in some Colleges are now runn-
villages can join in the main sporting and group ing junior clubs.
activities, as well as having the opportunity to The commitment in the Colleges is to the all 
attend adult classes. In addition to the bus services embracing provision which may seem to the outsider
which are provided by the Authority into the idealistic, but through long acceptance and public
Village College, there is also a College mini-bus or usage, had distinct advantages over separate provi-
land rover which is used by the Tutors to transport sions, which lead to diffusion of resources and
groups both within the catchment area and outside, fragmentation of interests. A survey of one of the
Consequently, at each Village College there is a very Village Colleges a few years ago revealed that of the
lively programme of expeditions and visits. 319 families that lived in one village, 256 used the

The Albemarle Report on the Youth Service Village College for one reason or another. It is
(1958) gave stimulus to the appointment of Youth unlikely that any separate youth centre premises
Tutors at each of the Village Colleges, and in the unrelated to school provision will have such a close
larger ones, where purpose built centres are esta- link with the community.
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Higher Adult Education in Uganda
By F. S. Brazier

T Hm  ,Deparn  ent .of Extra-Mural Studies, to enter the field of mass adult education because 
Makciere University College, is responsible for of lack of resources and experience and also because 
providing adult education facilities in non-voca- of traditional doubts whether it was the university’s

S i s f e l 9 5 n3 a „ T t  The D'Par,menl- T  However.be needs o f , S ^e lablished in 1953 and has grown from a single country make it imperative to try and cater for
Resident Tutor responsible for the whole country to greater numbers and for their expressed needs The 
a dcpaiment with six Resident Tutors in their Extra-Mural Department has now committed ’ itself
anSdPeembervornic’ M ^ M ^ ’ ^ Ud'eS C-cntrc *° the new Media-Mass Media and Correspom
Division M Media and CorresP°ndence dence Courses as a way of reaching more effecti-

™ „  A . vely and economically the educated community
.~.e department ot Extra-Mural Studies initially particularly teachers who are scattered all over 

provided non-vocational and liberal studies courses Uganda.
unencumbered by the constricting demands of Three series of radio courses have now been 
examinations. Weekly classes, weekend courses and successfully completed on “Immigration and 
shoit residential were designed to suit those who had National Development in U.S.A.” Immigration and 
achieved a high level of educational success and who National Development in East Africa” and 
wished to extend their knowledge and awareness of “Politics in Africa.” These programmes are broad- 

, world around. There were courses on such cast over the national network. Twentyfive experi- 
subjects as indigenous cultures, _ international mental listening groups have been set up all over 
anairs, and as a tribute to the politically activist the country, to which extra material is sent for use 
radition or the Worker s Education Association a in discussion after the programme is over. These 

course ot i optical Party Organisation conducted by groups form the nuclei for weekend courses and 
party oigamsers from the Conservative and Labour other such activities. They are the beginning of 
Parties Jlown out from Britain by the Uganda associations run by local voluntary committees in 
Government. This rather leisurely and comfortable the rural areas rather than dependent on the orga- 
approach to Adult Education was transformed by nising of the Department itself.
Uganda’s independence in 1962. In this quiet The courses on Communication, Government, 
revolution many people’s interests turned towards and Economics are written by Extra-Mural Staff 
the problems facing an independent country. A with the Ugandian situation specifically in mind, 
new urgency had entered the field of education. They are printed and distributed as a special educa- 
Senior Secondary Schools were expanded rapidly, tional supplement (under the sponsorship of the 
more places were planned at the University. Milton Obote Foundation) of “The People” a 
Greater emphasis was placed on qualifications. Such weekly national newspaper. The great advantage 
demands also began to be made in adult education is that everyone who buys the paper can read the 
as well, particularly by those who for lack of fees materials while those who have been accepted for 
or lack of sufficient places had been unable to the course can send in their answers to the Extra­
finish their secondary education. Mural Department for marking and comment.

One answer has been the Adult Studies Centre, Because the Department has a national network of 
established in 1965 where a residential course for Resident Tutors, it is possible to arrange residen- 
about 30 students lasts one academic year. Success- tial and weekend courses in order to supplement 
ful students obtain a Certificate of Adult Studies, the correspondence courses and provide opportu- 
Some have been able to go on to the university, nities for face-to-face discussion, the lack of which 
through the Mature Age Entry Scheme while others is the chief drawback of correspondence courses, 
have returned, better equipped, to their former For evening classes and the correspondence 
jobs. However this course has only been available course alike, a new certificate, at the standard of 
for a relatively small number of people each year. School Certificate has been introduced.

Until recently, there has been some hesitation —Newsletter CELC Vol. /. No. 6

(Continued from page 12) the process of becoming an will always be an arriving.
He will be an individual who adult. He will know that it
understands intrinsically that is a process which only stops Conclusion
no matter what his achieve- the moment he stops breath-
ment in promoting his own ing. He will never be con- These notes have been prepared in
adulthood, that achievement vinced that he has ‘arrived’ an attempt to summarize and illus-
will itself promote more dis- anywhere no matter what trate some of the factors which
satisfaction and generate an evidence society gives him to form a background to the emerg-
even more insistent hunger the contrary. His sense of ence of the concept o f ‘education
for more growth and develop- becoming wiil always be acute. permanente'., and to Unesco s
ments; that personal growth His arriving will always be a interest in the implication ot the
and development is, in fact, departure, and a departure concept for educational planning.



UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH 
DEPARTMENT OF ADULT EDUCATION AND 

EXTRA-MURAL STUDIES 
POSTGRADUATE COURSES 1968-69

1. Diploma in Adult Education

Applications are invited for admission to this one-year diploma course which is 
designed for students who wish to acquire a professional qualification in adult education. 
The course will be of value to graduates who are already working, or who wish to work, 
in the broad field of adult education either as teachers or administrators in Britain or 
overseas.

2 Diploma in Community Development and Youth Studies

This postgraduate course involves a one-year course of study combining academic 
and practical work. It is intended primarily for those who are already employed in, or 
who wish to be employed in, community development and youth work, especially 
overseas.

3. Higher Degrees

Candidates with a good honours degree may be considered for admission to a 
higher degree. The M.Sc. (Social Science) is a two-year course which may be taken by 
a combination of course work and a thesis or by a thesis alone. The Ph.D. is awarded 
for a thesis alone and requires a minimum of two years residence in the University.

Application forms and further information may be obtained from
The Director of Adult Education and Extra-Mural Studies, University of Edinburgh, 11 
Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh 8.
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