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Occasion for Recledication
O t h e r  P a g e s  "W/TTH this issue, the Indian Journal

0  ”  of Adult Education crosses yet
another milestone to meet new chal-

U Resolution on Literacy ,enges that .co! ? ont * e  adult educationJ . movement in the country. For a quarter
of a century now, it has withstood 
innumerable trials and tribulations and 
has survived vicissitudes grave enough in 

What Then Must We Do ? magnitude to have killed a venture with a
lesser sense of purpose. The Journal’s 
ability to have lived through adversity 
reflects in ample measure the support and 
goodwill it has had from men and women 

Motivation for Adult Learning dedicated to articulate the aspirations of
a people awakened to the consciousness 

___  of their destiny. Its ability to have sur­
vived adversity is also, in an equal 

~  . . . ,  „ , , . measure, a tribute to the faith that the
p i !r> ^ebo°* ant® leaders of the adult education movement

ole of the Community cherished in its cause and to their steadfast
adherence to it despite a variety of pres-

-----  sures to detract them from the hard
path of struggle and sacrifice. Justifiable 

Facts and Figures From £hesco as it might be to be proud past glories, it
would be less than fair to fail to measure

___ W  up to the new tasks that await us. This
significant occasion of its twentyfifth 
birthday is, therefore, an appropriate 

\ moment for rededication.
Editorial Board t .The. s4uPreme demand of the nat!«ntoday is the creation ot a community,

Dr. M. S. Mehta conscious of its power, possessing the
Shri Maganbhai Desai. ability to progress and prosper. No magic

Shrt J. C. Mathur. I.C.S. wand b” 1 ° ^ n hard unremitting labour
awaits the adult education workers who

Dr. T.A. koshy. seek the salisfication of having served
Shri H P. Saksena. its cause and the nation.

Published by The Silver Jubilee Conference that is
Indian Adult Eduction Association. scheduled to meet in March will spell out
17-B, Indraorastha Marg, New Delhi in detai1 the new Paths mat adult

Annual Subscription education has to break and the Journal
Rs. 8.00  : Foreign $3.50. pledges itself anew to play its role

-------sJP?LeCopyRe-L0° in the context of the new goals before the
movement.
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U.N. Resolution on World Campaign
Against -Illiteracy

T HE Second Committee of the United Na- for the benefit of all within their overall deve- 
tions General Assembly, which met in lopment plan.”
New York recently has taken an important

step toward the launching of a world cam- rt also invites member states that have 
paien for universal literacy. eliminated mass illiteracy “ to contribute tech-

By a vote of 98 to 0, the Committee adopt- nj a\  a 'ld dnanciaI assistance to national 
cd a resolution, co-sponsored by thirty-nine efl̂ s .f o r the eradication of illiteracy in those 
nations, which invites the Secretary-General count>r,es 'vbcre n IS widespread.

meins of'simn !rHn'p” natmn• fi*^irr e w  3 y s aJ?d The resolution then commended Unesco onmeans oi supporting national eilorts for the •. .■ r  . . .  -n-. . i
eradication of illiteracy through a world cam- 8 “ l,v1" ' 5 1 lllerf  “ P.res,s.e.d
paign and any other measures, if appropriate, ‘ « W1" ,ntcnslf>' " s m <hls
of international cooperation and assistance,

Unesco’s report on the possibtlily of ato do this in collaboration with the Director- i , 1 . r  x , •;
General of Uneseo, with the Managing D ir" - campatgn was paesented to the
tor of rhe Special Fund, the Executive Chair- n o Committee or thc “ Assembly
man of the Technical Assistance Board and the “ ti Rcne Mahcu’ UncSCO D,reC,0r-
President of the World Bank and of its affi- ^ tneraK
bates.” The resolution also invited the Secre- He stated that the plan proposed by 
tary-General to submit a report on his find- Unesco estimates the total cost of such a earn­
ings “ togather with appropriate proposals” to paign at SI,911 million in order to rescue 330 
the the 19th session of the General Assembly. million adults from illiteracy within ten years.

The Committee noted a report on a world ^  ^ IS s l̂are ° f  national effort is
campaign for universal literacy, which had est^mated a* 5 M81 million or approximately 
been approved by the Unesco General Confer- '!% •
“ i u J ^ 1962 3t itS session’ and. expressed This leaves a sum to be met by foreign aid 

tn T ê , at the 8raVC SltUatl0n revea]- of S 430 million, or $ 1.50 per literate adult. 
L e ie0or • “ Is this too much for human solidarity ? I do

This report, the resolution recalls, states not think so” , Mr. Maheu stated, 
that : “ According to the best available esti­
mates, more than 700 million adults of 15
years and over or more than two-fifths of the CENTRE FOR STUDY OF DEVELOPING 
world’s population were illiterate in the mid- SOCIETIES
twentieth century ;

“In marv a a • j  The Union Education Minister, Shri M.C
La.in America, the percentage o f a M t'n iife  “ apla will inaugurate the Centre for th, 
rates is between ?n<v anri ono/ . Study of Developing Societies at the Shafiqu-
«io„Vndbf J r reante70„f” H m e r a ^ a m o t  ^ m e n  * * » ” “  New Delhi on Monday V
IS considerably higher...under present circum- 2 Januaiy'
'detnees in these countries alone, some 20-25 Sponsored by the Indian Adult Education 

ii ion new illiterates will be added to the Association, the Centre was established in Ju’ 
venrs „P°Pu,ation in the next six or seven last to promote research in problems of soci

and political change in developing countries.

whe]e l i t S v  k °w M ^ ed ¥ £ •  memb*r states D r- M.S. Mehta, President, of the Assoc: 
priate priority to iht P t-° acc„ord aPPro" Don is the Chairman of the Governing Body
pnate priority to the eradication of illiteracy the Centre.
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Prime Minister to Address Silver Jubilee
Conference

Prime Minister Nehru has agreed to address the inaugural session of the Silver 
Jubilee Conference on March 1, 1964.

Vice-President, Dr. Zakir Husain, will preside over the session.

4. „ ? ~ i Asoka Mehta’ Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission will preside over
the lanel Discussion on National Integration on March 2. Dr. A.R. Wadia and Sardar Teia 
Singh have agreed to participate in the Discussion.

The Union Education Minister. Shri M.C. Chagla, has kindly consented to preside 
o\er a public lecture on “Adult Education Today” on March 1 and Dr. Y.K.R.V, Rao will 
MarchT “AdUlt Education for Social and Economic Development” at a public lecture on

a; •

Panel for Literacy Among Industrial Workers

P V i^ p ^0  ^ m is s io n 's  .Committee on Nominee of the Ministry of Steel, Mines
memhJr p 1 r constlll!ted a thirteen and Heavy Engineering, (Department of Heavy

* • i er ^ au.e*to: Literacy Among Indus- Engineering). *
trial Workers with eFect from January 1 , 1964
with Dr. B N. Jha, Vice-Chancellor of the ci • p r  D
Jodhpur University as Chairman. ^ i F C - Chentsal Rao> Secretary, Federa­

tion of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, Federation House, New Delhi

The other members of the Pane! are :
Shri A.R Deshpande, Adviser, Social Dr. (Mrs.) Maitreyee Bose Vice-President 

Education, Ministry of Education, New Indian National Trade Union Congress 47 
u u ,li• Chowringhee, Calcutta-16.

* Sh" .D a la s u b ra m m ia m , Deputy Secre- Shri Harish Tiwari, Secretary U P  Trade
tary, Ministry of Industry New Delni. Union Congress, (Representative of All India

Trade Union Congress), 22, Kaisar Bach. 
Shri R. Sinha, I.A.S., Chief(Recruiting and Lucknow.

Relations Division), Hindi,tan Steel Limited,
Ranchi- A ,Shr> Sohan Singh, Programme Advisor

Asia Foundation, 29, Rajpur Road, Delhi-6. ’
Shri R.C, Saxena, Jnder Secretary,

Ministry of Labour and bnployment, New Shri S.C. Dutta, General Secretarv Indian 
Ue,hK Adult Education Association, New Delhi.

Shri Krishan Kumar, tenior Research Shri Jagdish Singh, Member Secret-n-v 
Officer, Labour and Empl,yment Division, Educational Panel, Committee on r im  p , 
Planning Commission, New Iclfii. jects, New Delhi.
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Unesco Invites Manuscripts for Competition
UNESCO, Paris, announces that the 4. Manuscripts must be complete, 

McGraw-Hill Book Company is conduct- original, unpublished, and in English, 
ing a prize competition for the best two They can be the work of more than one 
manuscripts on any major aspect of inter- author. Manuscripts should be typed, 
national development, the conditions being double space, on one side of the paper, 
as follows :- and should not be less than 250 typed

1. One prize of $ 2,500 will be given pages. The McGraw-Hill Authors’ Book— 
for the best manuscript submitted from a guide to authors on the preparation of 
Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, their manuscripts—is available on re- 
and Asia ; another prize, also of .$ 2,500, quest.

kest manuscript submitted from 5. Closing date for mailing of manus- 
A P ,’ J le United States, Canada, and crjpts to New York is the 1st of May,
e 1 nnr>aSia' a ?C1 PnZu* W1 . 1964. The permanent residence of theS I ,000 awarded outright and § 1,500 as author at the time he writes the manus-

ance agains royalties. cript wjjj determine for which of the two
2. Manuscripts must deal with pro- prizes his manuscript will be competing,

blems of developing countries. The em­
phasis should be operational. Books with 6. Award-winning manuscripts will
broad appeal, based on experience, will be published under the usual contract
be especially welcomed. Education, in- terms between McGraw-Hill and its au- 
dustry, economic planning, international thors, with a royalty specified, 
management, agriculture, finance, popu- _ _ . _ ,  ,
lation, community, development, commu- 7- McGraw-Hill shall have the first
mentions, transportation, water resources °Ptl0n t0 Publish any manuscripts entered 
and like subjects fall within the scope of in the competition in addition to those 
the competition. receiving prizes.

3. A Board of Judges will be ap- Requests for further information , 
pointed by the Society for International should be addressed to : /ohn S.W. 
Development, and the decision of this Wasley, Editor-in-Chief, International 
board will be final. The board reserves Division, McGraw-Hill Bool Company,
the right not to award one or both of the Inc., 330 West 42nd Street, hew York 36,
Prizes. New York, U.S.A.

Health Minister Inaugurates Centre For Training 
Health Administrators

A national institute to train health adminis- Dr. Nayar hoped tha the institute would 
trators and planners—claimed to be the help mould attitudes of Jealth administrators 
first of its kind in the world—was inangu- who needed “suitable orintation.” The time ► 

rated by Dr Sushila Nayar, Union Healtli had come to train ant develop a cadre of 
Minister, m New Delhi on January 6. individuals equipped to mdertake the responsi-

As Dr. Nayar cut a tape to open the bilities of health adminitration and planning. . 
National Institute of Health Administration Dr. Nayar was higly critical ofadminis- 
and Education at Patiala House, a group of trative lapses which wre responsible for the 
girls recited Upanishad slokas which said : non-achievement of t o Plan targets. The
“May every one be happy and prosperous ! administrative machinry, ,she said, was out- 
May every one be fiee from disease and moded, over-burdened nd understaffed.

(Continud on page 21)
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We Are All Related, Yet . . .
Gargoti B‘ G' Jagtap’ forraer Mayor of Poona and former Lecturer, SEOTC, Mourn Vidyapith,

I  i f / 6 b5en ™ovi,ng in several fields of acti- played ? Are they played to win shields and 
F K a T : ; 0™1’ S°Cia1’ ieHgir iS ctc- ^ and cups ? in theleast S ^ a  e pLyed

!  tL ,  innS,K0U t T  that bring the two schools together. Games
like and I f  n n k  Take any bdd yoU should not divide the schools, they should 
do not ron, n htaYf 16 SamC exPer)cnce- 1 bring them closer. Games give goodfpportu- 
educa ional f P • hi th,® activities whlch we ca]I nities to the students to understand each other 
are m H L  reIlgl0us’ economic e tc .-  In the recess both the teams go to their res-
selves are related T ™  ° nte anot!.ier- They them- Pect've tents and take their tea. Should they 
vi y a sodll onP 9 ?° f  ,educatlona! actl- not have common tea? Should they not 
w h iif f  f  01 e .? +SimiIarf  ,can religion- appreciate the players, from the other side 
isolato r expect.ed to regularise society—be who showed their skill in batting, bowline and
i n T h T T t T f  ? ^ ien wc teach children fielding? But this opportunity To create
vitv B u tT h f becomes an educational acti- friendship is lost. Players of both tho teams
ment s h o u ld S  r® dera,and that the Govern- feel that they are not related, meni snould give free and compulsory education
to all children, that action of ours verges on The University
T a c e f a T f 'Se T  pe0ple assert. t,beir right ^  us 8° to the University hall. Thecertain amenity or advantage in life. boys are writing examination papers. Unfortu-
Tests of Mutual Consideration nately for them>the question paper is stiff. The

I like to take you all, along with me, to the ""  — ——— ——-------
several social fields, where our mutual relations j t / j . m i
are tested, then shall think what is wrong with ' '  i lC l t  1  I l G t l  J j l U S t  JJ  6  D o  ?  
them and ultimately find some means to
improve them, if possible. L—  — -------------- ,

t J T .  Hier!  15 a,sch001; Parents pay thc fees- boys look at one another. Their pens stop 
T d  t l l  l  1S tbe,r only duty to pay the fees working. Eyes flash and thev decide to eave the 

m iS,t° be done by the teachers. Now- hall. They go out and start shouting, cursing 
days ™;any children go to schools. Fortunately their professors who taught them "and the 

or us, Government is not required so much to innocent principal. Teachers are not nremred 
compel the parents to send their children to to tolerate such indiscipline. Both the teachers 
schools At least such is the case in cities, and students feel that they are not related 
vnat happens—the classes get bigger and College students are not young children of 

day by ,day/ Teachers tind it difficult primary schools. They are sufficiently grown 
o manage such big classes. They are trained, up to understand their responsibility They are 

mf tr£m“?8 institutions to handle smaller classes expected to take a leading part in the advance- 
°r ip  children. Education consequently suffers ment of their country. But thev fail to unde,- 
and the parents blame the teachers. Parents stand their teachers. i w unaei-
oiget that in the present days of emergency T. . ,  . . 

they have to share more responsibilities with The Municipality
the teachers. They think that the parents and (4) Let us go to a town where a Munioi- 
teachers are not related. pality is working. Municipality Is fse n fi-
The Playground Government body. It is a local self-Govcrn-

(2) Let us go to t r,i„ j  . ment. People are well educated and have, by
• r *  * , • g.° • a Play-ground where a common consent, accepted the sell ule W hen

cricket match is being played. Boys from two an outsider governs makes the rules and rhe 
different schools play the match. Both the people obey them. In Swaraiva or self f  
sides try their best to win. Why are the games the leading persons who form the Government

[5  j



or the Municipality make the rules and the interest of the villagers and the villagers also 
people obey them. In any kind of Government should take into consideration the broader ob- 
obedience of the rules is absolutely essential. If ject of the Government. Both should learn to 
the people fail to obey, the self-rule becomes Jive together, 
worse. If we go round the streets, what do we
find ? The houses are clean but the streets are Mie Block Administration 
diity. People feel that they are not concerned 7. Development blocks are much in papers 
with the streets. Streets belong to the Munici now-a-days and we should not leave them out 
pahty and the Municipality is not their res- of consideration. In 1958 I worked as a lecturer 
ponsibility. They fail to understand that in social education in the Mouni Vidyapeeth of 
Municipality has come out of them. It is they Gargoti, Kolhapur. It was my duty to give 
who have elected the members. instructions to young men and women who

When rain pours continuously for some weie expected to work as S.E.O.S., in Develop- 
7 or 8 days the condition of roads is very bad. nient Blocks. In 1959 I visited some 8 deve- 
It is the duty of the Municipality to repair the lopment blocks of the neighbouring state where 
roads: but can the repairs be done in a day ? the lady S.E. Os., particularly of my knowing, 
Should not responsible citizens of the town put were working. 1 wanted to study how far the 
themselves in the position of the road—engineer theory of social education was actually put into 
and realise his difficulties. People will have to practice, and how far the lady S.E.Os. got the 
wait for some time. If they cannot have sym- ^elp and encouragement in the villages.
pathetic understanding, Municipalities will not r„ , ,  , , +lwork satisfactorily. . In every block, you know, there are exten-

tion officers of various departments, such as 
The Zilla Parishad '  Agriculture, Cooperation, Engineering etc.

5. Now let us have a glimpse at the Zilla Whatever technical knowledge they had they
Parishad school board meeting. The members were exPected to extend it to the farmers. They
have power to suggest transfer of teachers 'yere t0 co°perate with the farmers and see that
Every one of them wants his village to improve l,nstructl0ns were actually put into practice.
Thev know what teachers are good and where Block development officers were responsible not
they are working. They want those good onl'  for thc cconomic development of the loca-
teachers to be transferred to their villages. &Too Bty, but for the social uplift, as well. They
many teachers cannot be transferred'but the had to create among the villagers a “sense of
school board members want to exercise their belonging”—a sort of brotherhood—rather a
right and thus there are clashes. Power is to difficult task.

of o t l tc 01' ' u V h u t  Z  We!‘ ?? f"  thC gouod One day 1 just entered the office of a block, 
should think • th-u a me™bei 1 was surprised to find the development officer
but while doing tin t he sIiohIh'V -  1 hatSCTt0 ’ fu s in g  his subordinate for some mistake of

damaged.01 He ^  >'* officer. , stood a,oof
should soo ih'it Itiq cr'hooi art a iKo c ->i i * cIIju cjuictlv obsci\cd the cinsuy scene. I could
f t c i g R X  HHage are related C * * “ r of the officer. 

f  . The extension officers had separate quarters for
' As a sort of relief, let us go to a forest each of them, but they hardly came together,

a.IUV ?lcrs t. IS not a waste ând- as some as responsible officers of the same department
• / . t0Icst creates wealth for the nation whose responsibility was to create understand-

,n 1. 1S , *e,. ut.y °y ad to see that the wealth ing among the people. All these officers were
nt'Vtt it ' oieiSn advanced countries, people expected to create a bigger brotherhood, among
„M,n.„ k jn  ■” ,lc p the Government in its poor and ignorant villagers. But how can they
the thfnttR ar*. ur' csts-. . ‘n litdia form such a brotherhood ween they failed to
v, U ‘ |.V K'i." ! f ' .. .. -1e citizens of the create a smaller brotherhood of themselves ?
f<treat ' Thfv cut dmvnti v!V! IUlls.ancc t0 tlie How can they change the society around, when
use them t firewood T ,” .g™ w,n8 bees to they could not change themselves ? After some
forest Department takes ‘̂ f thluk l,tal thc enquiry 1 learned that most of the heads of the 
grazing land T heir cattle should'i! development blocks are men of a particular
first, thev say Government will be P™tectfd department who are in thc habit of getting the

- y‘ ^,overnment will work for the work done by commands and threats. Tn a
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social education field, an officer is expected to ness. Wc know all creat men, and even saints
work wUh the people and not for the people. have suffered and thft nleasure and pain are
You cannot work with thfe people unless you but comparative terms and there is nothing
that an;SPH l  C attlU',dC f ’’ thcmr ,H?W can absolute about tbem and still we prap for happf-

f ra‘ ll,dc„ be created unless we feel that we ness. Mother knows better what things are
are related . desirable for her children. When we ask God
Charitable Atlidude to give lls certain things, we thereby show bv

0 xT t , our conduct that we are wiser than God. We
w. 8r- oar t]asV 1SI: .wi*f bc to the colony prove that we have no faith in God.
wheie flood affected families reside. Being the
Mayor of Poona, 1 came in contact with some Let Us Live Religion
families who were living in (lire poverty. Parti- We consider ourselves very pious and reli- 
cularly the condition of som^poor women, who gious. But we follow religion as a dogma,
had lost their husbands or whose husbands Religion docs not consist in observing certain
were unable to earn being invalid, was ex- rules and practices. Learning Gita or Bible by
ttemely miserable. They had to maintain, in heart is not religion. Precepts of religion will
some cases 5 to 6 children, and had no employ- have to be put into practice. Religion will
ment though they were well qualified. have to be lived and not only talked of.

A matriculate woman was serving as a c „ ■ , , .
clerk in Military accounts department before . f S^ T il  V.ive,kananda ,went■ £  America to 
she was married. After marriage her husband defe"d the high principles of Hinduism. He
asked her to resign, as he was competent to creatL’d a §°od 1,npression there. But when
maintain the family. Unfortunately the he returned to Indm, he remonstrated his own
husband died and she was helpless.' She'pulled pcople V? f o l l o w  t r u e  rcllgl0,n- Westerners are
on for some time on the bank balances and as niore rcllgI° l‘s ln Pymtice, he said. God has
a last resource she came to me for help What Slvcn you body and mind, stand on your feet
can a poor Mayor do ? He had no department a"d ke men‘ fWe waf  man-making religion
to handle nor any money to command. ^ h a t  -S muscles ° f ,ron and " erves of1 . . . . .  „  . steel. All religions are true and good. God

wiote to a higher official of the Govern- is manifested in the whole’world, in all men
ment a personal note and requested him to help Gods and incarnations. Where should you go
me family. A reply came saying that as the to seek for God ? Are not all the poor the
woman was 44 years old—overage—her case miserable, the meek, Gods ? Why not worship
could not be considered. I knew that the them first. I consider that the great national
woman was overage, but 1 wanted the woman sin is the neglect of the masses and that is one
and hei children to live. In Swarajya can we of the causes of our downfall. No amount of
allow such families to die ? There should be politics will be of any avail until the masses
some arrangement with the Government or in India are once more well-fed and well-cared
with the Society, whereby such miserable for. These are the words of Swami Vivekananda
families get all the help the need. Here the given out some years back and will bc appli-
case was not very difficult, as the woman con- cable to the society even at the present times,
cerned was well qualified and prepared to
serve. Should we say that the Government or thcre is to bc a reform, it should be from
the Society is not related to the miserable lot 9 within, he says. He wanted us to follow true
What is Wronn 9 religion ; but we have still the old prejudice

g ‘ and wrong notions about religion. We worship
We should now pause a little and think. God, give him flowers and sweet things and

Where lies the mistake? I feel there is some expect many goods things from Him. Wc fail
thing wrong with qur idett of God and religion, to understand that he is also bound by the
We all are the children of God living in his same rules of conduct as we are. Wc many
kingdom. He knows what is good for us, times try to exploit God.
being almighty and omniscient. Our prayer is
or rather ought to be, Let God’s will be done. Dependence, A Weakness
But do we submit every thing to His will ? This common trend of ours, of a;-Ting God for 
Many times we ask God the things which we every thing for us is sadh reflected in our every
think are likely to give us pleasure or happi- day affairs of the world. In political matters

[ 7 ]



we want Government to do every thing for us. we hold in life and mix freely with the people.
Prime Minister, Chief Minister, collectors are The greatest amongst you shall be thy servant,
considered as small gods, with powers to do said the Christ. He is the true leader who is
any thing we want them to do. Even in small prepared to accept any position for the corn-
matters we find the people are not self-reliant, mon good.
This tendency of depending on others make T , ,, , . n. .
them weak. They never use their initiative and * remember a collector who after office hours 
find new ways of doing things. We all, who was a commoner. He would play tennis with 
are working for the common good, ought to Ins clerk and would say to him after the game, 
find out the new ways of correcting this ten- Hallo Mr. Josln, come and have tea with me. 
dency. If the majority of the people of a } also seen other type of a collector When 
nation depends upon others—may be gods or he failed to finish his office work m time, he 
political leaders—the national character is 11S ^les lornc and work there. His young
rendered weak and as Swami Vivekananda says, dnld could not approach him. _ He was a col- 
there should be a reform from within. lector to his Wlfe and chlld m his swect home-

We can best use our individual powers, by Introspection and Self-correction 
means of cooperation. In the present days j n these days of democracy we shall have 
cooperative societies badly lack cooperative to sit together and find out ways and means to
spirit, they say. This is because we are very solve our problems. It is no use condemning
dogmatic in the matters of opinion. We never others. Formerly we blamed the foreigners,
try to understand the other side. As I honour now we blame the ruling party. Never do we
my opinion, the other has also a right to bjame ourselves. The true patriot is he who
honour his. In the old story, two warriors wju take his share of blame for the wrong and
were depicted as facing the two sides of a shoulder his responsibility to do the right. The
shield. The shield had two sides one made of freedom that we have is practically lost to us,
gold and the other of silver. One warrior said if selfishness and immorality are not rooted out.
that the shield is made of gold, while the other India’s millions will have to be roused to fight
said that it was made ot silver. Both were for moral re-armament with the same passion
partially right; but each asset ted that he alone with which we sought political liberation,
was right. In the mean while a wise man came
and he asked both of them to change sides. Many of us seem to think that all is well 
The misunderstanding was thus removed. in our country because great men like Buddha
Sympathy and Understanding and Gandhiji were born here and because the

~ . , . , T nation had a great moral and spiritual back-
tP v>> u c , was teaching a class, I ground. But how many of us have ever cared

a, r j t a, n +words on 1 ie Mack board and to examjnc to what extent our living and think- 
i  bnv S  V  V  corner to read the words. ing are in ]ine with those traditions and teach- 
* he b°y stood but could not read the words. ;nX WP nf 9 
I could not understand his difficulty. I went to g ‘
the corner myself and found that the black Good in the world should spread like 
board was shining and consequently the boy wild trees. We ask God to forgive us our 
was not able to read the words. When we are trespasses but we never forgive the trespasses 
tempted to condemn others, we should learn to of others. Water that descends from the 
put ourselves in their position first. It is my mountain tops seeks the lowest level. Every 
expedience that some of the citizens who de- man, however humble he may be, can help 
mand certain amenities of life have not paid others in his own way. We always expect rich 
,1C)1 âxCs regularly. They ought to know persons to contribute towards the "defence fund. 

, ia ma7  good things cannot be undertaken Can we not pay one Naya Paisa, atleast, every 
ecausc ot financial difficulties. Atleast those month. Do we not enjoy liberty and should 

, o c ,° n°I pay the taxes have no right to we therefore not pay for it ? 
dcmano any thing. Unless we indentifv" our- .r , , , r , , . ,
selves with others, the misunderstanding will w  J h,e ta^  of changing people is very slow, 
not be removed. aiming win World is changing and we shall have to change.

Tiiitvih; i , . ..., . , But before we think of changing others, we
forget, for' sonic time atleast t o  Sha" 0im dvc*-\ Ma£ G° d giveim c ingh position us patience and courage to do the job.

£ 8 1



f Motivation for
. . ,  T  . an analysis of studies
Adult Learning

By Dr Atmananda Sharma, Department of Psychological Foundation, National Institute of 
Education, New Delhi.

TT is not uncommon to hear 'How can I very existence for such a need would be denied 
motivate the group? ’ Motivation is certain- by contrary values.
ly not something which the leader in a group a cpmnri mmnmn a,

or teacher in a class turns on and off at will,
nor can it be thought of solely as an internal sav , i j ’ ,: p , , , as. "  e.n v,e
push which 'will out’ regardless of circumstan- f i o u o  t e *  f ' aT r to ,u M p ces Rather it is n nmeess in which the a group needs a leader. In this usage, the term 
W n e r’o - t i P r o c  s 111 ™hich simplv means some observed want. It isearner smternal energ.es are directed toward importantto note that the value whjc]l '  "s
vartous goal objects m h.s environment. with such a is aIways an instrumenta, g0°n' S.

One frequent misconception should be not- that is, there is always a more ultimate goal 
ed. Teachers or leaders do not motivate, standing behind the obvious goal to which the 
They cannot create needs; they are but one want points. The value of a course in science 
aspect of the social environment. However !ies the fact that it is instrumental to achiev- 
due to their strategic position they often serve in§ a Soal beyond the learning of science itself, 
as the mediator of satisfactions and manipula- Such an ultimate goal is what gives the want its 
tors of incentives, hence they may cause child- value. These ultimate goals, needless to say, 
ren or adults to learn needs which might are. measured against the current system of 
otherwise never have developed. social values. So we return again to the social

. T order out of which goals of learning and acquir-
Meaning of Needs ing attitudes emerge.

Arising from our basic needs, motives are A third meaning which the term needs has 
energies which give direction and purpose to in the process of learning is its value meaning 
behaviour. The term need in educational For example a counsellor/guidance psychologist 
literature has at least three meanings. may advice a pupil that he needs more science

One of these is the somewhat technical or e.n§‘,ie£™g-. The pupil ought to
academic usage of the term when it stands for ‘ • . iagVi J u.s \s tbe same thing
a non observable or inferred bio-psychological y, . 1;£  . w^al 1̂C fonts.
state rather similar to a drive. The condition H t  ̂ t^  .lact tliat the guidance 
is considered to be a tension state of some kind f g t , f j !n<1 defining the
which causes gratification—seeking behaviour, f  , ^ ■ . er ^ a n  the other way
As used in this sense the term apparently ‘ decider! hv the vai' Turneata'* va'ues °f wants 
means an innate, unlearned condition which is ]t is imnentive that th^ t!ellarger society, 
natural to all men. Thus we may speak of a rnk as nnp ntiPr? couase^ r accept his
need for status and use this concept to help sookesmen and internreterc °-tlier?̂  ^ e  chiet
explain why most persons seek the esteem of tu:q nrnf,e. t, , P L crs of social values. In
their associates. The important thing with this flows fn n cnript ■ ov' c ge, V\,1IC1. aormally
concept as far as learning is considered, how- = f d to the d 7 that u fro,m,the
ever, is the fact that such needs do not them- tho vnl.fhThpL k n^ i ^  ° r '° m 1C ‘?dult to 
selves point to any particular form of satisfac- 1 J  Vvrol]g •” thls bccause
tion. The society in which an individual lives 3n this ta S  and ,ts agcntsaan
must add to the need a value which indicates I t in  J  a fsioh  edu“ t0r’ ,a c4ounse111° r.-
its avenue of satisfaction. The need for status, li g i‘ w hi^h^rf nt’ c,v-1. UJte.nnt s’*t 
for example, does not in this sense, speak for ‘ c t current in his society.
itself. In fact there are societies in which the So from whatever angle we may look the
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motives for acquiring new skills, knowledge, tances, one-time pleasures lost their charm
attitude etc., depend upon social, economic and and there was felt a sense of something
political conditions of a country. lacking. Often it arose through the im-
Study of Motives personal con,ac,s ° ” the radio;

<-r , . • , , , c 6. The need to understand society better,These motives can be known by means of or , |f  f la l part in
scientific invesugations. I have neither con- society or to gain a better knowledge of
ducted any such study nor I am aware of any world aff; ' b
such study conducted by any other investigator 1S'
to find out the adult workers’ motives in India. 7. The need to understand political develop- 
However, I would like to give you the findings ments or the sput ol unemployment and
of studies conducted in other countries. *° know more_ °f the social system under-

British Studies (1) : To the query ‘What which it flourished,
were the varying motives which attracted people 8. For sake of curiosity,
to adult education ? The following replies were 9. A reforming zeal,
obtained . io. ^  leisure time pleasure.

1 . The desire for further education. H . An escape from the monotonous domestic
2. The desire to fit themselves for service or routine or a contrast to every day work,

responsibility in trade union, religious, Further> Gree„ compared the motives
po i ica oi socia wor \  obtained in his study with those obtained by

3. Social and personal motives were perhaps w.E. Williams—Prof. Heath enquiry in 1936. 
the chief incentives to attendance at classes, He concluded that the main motives remained 
which gave opportunities to make friends the same—
with persons with similar interests and to ,-v ... ,
extend knowledge in subjects with special (l) h" desire t0 ecllllP oneself Wlth know"
appeal. Some are conscious of having ecĝ >
missed a fuller education, others find plea- (h) to develop capacity for service,
sure in getting into a group where the inte- (iii) to live a fuller life,
rest in education is keen and find great (iv) t0 understand society and the people
satisfaction in meeting people with a v • •. y 1 F
mature outlook. wno live in it,

4. The housewives wanted interests outside the ^  to broaden one s outlook, and
domestic sphere. There is a wash to under- to develop toleration.
stand what more knowledgeable people are Y lav SlU(Ues . It wi„ be useful, for

" US1C purposes of comparison to study the research
■ r. , • ^ 1 irs uppeai- findings regarding motives of Yugoslavia adultsance is often a desire to be in the swim. „ i„ + h ,

There is also a genuine effort to try and " th,eir eS rts to educate themselves. The
understand some of the political and social S ^ nfr^ nSt£!ieVa,Ifn|  ?  • Yug01f Via are problems of the day. different from those of Brita.n-self-manage-

.  . _ ment and economic planning, the communes
d. Consciousness of cultural deficiency— the producer’s councils, the "political and con- 

Apart from one or two cases in which, stitutional aspects of federalism, and social
for various reasons, there had arisen a management in its institutional adjustment of
spec me desire to study some one parti- relationships between individuals within groups: 
cular subject, the general reason for an all these are typical of another type of socialism 
initial interest m adult education was a —communism,
consciousness of cultural deficiency. This
appeared at no particular age, but at a Thc entllli,y carried out by the Belgrade 

time when, according to personal tire urns- lnsl*tutc of Social Sciences (2) revealed the

This ADathv’ Geonze ~ / n L ' EdrllC5tio.n_Wby (2i Milosay Janicijevic, Problem motivaeije kod
i^s- „n "iV7SG 8 0 & Unvvin Ltd-> London, slusalce pripremnik kurseva pir radnickom Uuiverzitetu1.0 .1, pp. n - u .  Beogradu, I960.
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most common motives among the worker’s the factors underlying motives can be briefly 
were srated :

(il the desire to satisfy a youthful ambi- 1. The position of the individual in society, 
tion. his personal need to raise his material and

(ii) the prestige of some relative who sue- cultural standards and to enjoy life more fully,
cecded in getting into the university. 2. The rate of economic development

(iii) the idea of developing their natural UIlder conditions in which the social structure
talents, and has remained backward and large masses of

rural power are flowing into the urban
(iv) the desire to learn some branch of economy.

science which is considered particularly The people coming from the villages will 
important. urgently need elementary education.

In the case of employees, on the other hand, 3. The social and economic changes under­
lie  most common motives were : way in rural areas and their populations under

(i) the desire to secure a real chance of present conditions.
promotion This indicates the essential need of village

(ii) concern to improve their material education or peasant education.
situation, and 4. Technical equipment, modernisation,

(iii) the esteem in which the profeesion modern production.
they hope to enter is held by society. This points to the importance of vocational

There is thus a distinct difference between training, 
the motives of workers and those of employees. 5. Changes in the origin of those directing

public utilities. This emphasises the need for 
Another inquiry, sponsored by the Federal a sufficient number of economic, political and 

Institute of Pedagogics was concerned with other leaders.
workers seeking general elementary education 6> The participation of Ia groups of
rather than higher education 428 workers workers Jn sJ cial economic C i t i e s
enrolled at elementary schools were . . . .
invited to choose one or more motives from a The planning commission is aware that it
list provided to them. All the workers inter- ’s developing new forms ot social and economic
viewed did in fact choose one of the motives organisation.
suggested ; many of them chose two or evenITIOTC ni miii mi ii iniu in 111111(111111 iiiiiiiiiinimiimiiiinimimt in immii i iiiiiiiitiifiMina.il>

The results were as follows :
(i) desire to widen general culture, 52% 

tii) desire to continue studies, 38%
(iii) vocational advantages, 32.4% L i t e r a t e  p e o p l e
(iv) desire to obtain a diplome 25.6%
(v) special interest in the subjects taught M i k e  1

16.4%
(vi) sent by the undertaking 4%

{vm reas°" <comradrt Progressive Nation
Analysis of Motives In India

Although no strictly scientific findings arc 
available for Indian Workers motives for adult
education yet from a study of five yeai plans h « »n*<i0 i ,i ’r;ii < minina.ii a.,,*’,
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Development of thcroleof(kc 
School comra"nity

By Shri S. Rain, Deputy Director, SEOTC, Bakshi-ka-Talab

TN the present era of rural reconstruction, outside the school to attain proper growth of
a  the school cannot afford to remain in the child. By linking education with the pro-

isolation having little relationship with blems of the community and providing oppor-
he community nor can the commuuity tunity to practise it at home and in the village, 

cam  on its piogrammes of socio-econo- the students have a better understanding of the 
T,‘  ̂ ci nicnt without help of the school, problems of the community and become cap-

J"' .̂c Û \ n^;10Uld ûnctlon j-ls ° ne ° f  hie able of solving the same after schooling. By
,n j f  or Comm.unit,y development their participation occasionally in community

school with it- ' ° mmT  y  s^°uld help the improvement projects, they develop community
nio . 'blus 111 ees ° f  men, material and pride and social competence. In place of indi-
iole e f f o r B v t h f ^  16 v ' 10011° P1̂ , lts vidualistic tendencies they begin to identify
the school as ̂ ts own C0+n^ er themselves with the community and become
for its develonmppt ' sgnVi stnvinS socialised in the real sense. As the situation
shonhl ; Similarly the school stands to-day, the school lives in its own con-
commun fv anSC J R W  n(* d? of the dem en t as an alien institution. With the 
direction ^ Thus school n i gl° Wtb Pr°Pe/ ’ meagre resources at its command and for want 
r i  vlrv imnnrtant b° th of im m u n ity  support and correct understand-

each lmPortant role ing of the need of the child, education
. suffers both in its theoretical and practical

iv Community Help aspects. This can be overcome if the school
As a matter of fact school cannot function comes out of its cell, seek association of the

today effectively without the help of the com- *ocal Peol^e and utilise their resources for its
munity. With the adoption of basic education own development.
as national system of education and universal Spacious school building, essential educa- 

. 6 ucat.1?n a  ̂ ?ur g°al  the burden on tional equipments and other resources like land
n,,t ! rrla  ̂cons|derably increased which it can- etc., are the minimum requirements which each
hrinp p ^ , .nc!ntu 1̂  frora,the community. To and every school must have. Even for this,
v * v : c i ; c bf twcen die age-group of 6-11 school has to depend on the resources of the
years to school and provide him such educa- community,
tion which is related to the need of the com- TT . .
munity, association of the parents and other Utilisation of the Resources,
vn-f mstit itions have become absolutely neces- The resources of the community which may
nmrlnr ■ r  T f IC cfucation, the school has to be available for school can be divided into three 
produce enlightened citizens having skilled categories:
hands, creative minds, scientific attitudes sense
of social service, dignity of labour and love for (P Human resources,
the community. This can be done not merelv (“ ) Material resources.

r  Financif resources-
Sl'0l"d * M S
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Among human elements, parents can contri- executing regular repairs of school building 
bute most in it development. In addition, spread so widely in the remote corners of village
village leaders having confidence and respect of India.
the people can advise teacher in the affairs of ~ . , , , .
the school in various ways and secure people’s rniI^  ’e linan£ial ,ielP available from the com- 
physical, financial and material help. Many ^  p tafP edi P>'0P^ly.
other persons, who may or may not be parents Local Basic Institutions like Panchayats and Co-
or village leaders, can contribute on account of Z Z T *  T ™ *  SUCCCe?  m lo?g,™n rf,S e having special interest or skills. foundation for democratic way of living like

. . sell help, tolerance and cooperative endeavour
lere are other agencies of social change at are not laid inffhe minds of the people from the 

present working m the villages. Although they very childhood. It is, therefore, in the interest 
o not belong to the community, but live in the of the panchayats and cooperatives to help the 

community and work for it. They are Village school with material, men and money in its 
eve Woikers, Panchayat Secretaries, Stock- healthy growth. Improvement of learning and 

men, Vaccinatoi s and Cooperative Supervisors, living in the schools through generous financial 
leu sei vices may be obtained whenever help for building, equipment and scholarships 

ncc cd eithei for giving talks or helping in should be one of the main duties of the pancha- 
practical tiaining.  ̂ While teaching the lesson yats and cooperative. After emotional attach- 
on cow and its maintenance, the stockmen may ment towards school is created in the commu- 
re appioached to tell the boys about their up- nity, donations can be raised from individuals 
keep and breed etc. The stockman take the according to their status without much difli- 
students to the nearby dairy farm and show culty 
them different breeds, their characteristics me- rw rih ..u ™  n
thods of sanitary milking and feeding etc. Contr,bl,llon from the Community 
Similarly the Village Level Workers may layout The State of Madras has made good pro- 
agricultural demonstrations in the school farm gl'^ss *n arranging mid-day meals for the school
and help in instalation of sanitary latrines or children. It may be tried elsewhere, if need be, 
handpumps in the school compound. He can contribution both from the community
tell the boys about Panchayati Raj and other and t,ie Government. As regards contribution 
local institutions for making education practi- from community, donations in cash and kind 
cal and broadcased. rnay be raised. Collection of grains at the

. . time of harvesting for school building has been
Better Amenities made successfully at several places. It can be

As regards material resources of the done for mid-day meals also. The idea of 
community, this can also be utilised and ‘Mangal-Ghar’ in which every housewife may 
must be utilized for providing better ame- Pour a little of rice or flour everyday at the 
nities and therefore better education. The t™e of cooking meals may also be tried for 
village with its environment should serve as this. Resources of the Panchayat and Coope- 
a field laboratory for education of the child rative can best be utilised for this important 
by seeing, hearing and doing. The panchayat programme.
should provide land for erecting the building As regards building of schools, the com- 
or teaching improved agriculture. The coope- munity has always "responded favourably 
rative may provide seed, plants, fertilizers and provided there have been proper approach and 
agricultural implements on loan. So long as concerted effort. Raising of good donations 
there is no school building, panchayat-ghar, for school building requires honest leadership 
some private houses may be used for school and joint effort by the teacher, other develop- 
purposes. There are several other material re- ment workers and representative of the people, 
sources which the community can provide like This body for raising contributions whether 
carpets, petromex, wood, bricks, books, musical official or non-official must be honest and 
instruments etc. Assistance of bullocks for command confidence of the people. They 
farming til! the school has its own, may also be should feel that whatever donations they are 
arranged by well-to-do cultivators from time to giving will be spent for the school to the last 
time. Maintenance of the school building can pie. In many places it has been found that 
be better looked by the local people than the income of the biweekly markets goes to the 
Government whose resources fall short for school. Religious functions like ‘Bhagwat’, or
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wrestling competitions have been organised at Association of Parents
many places in aid of school or its building No body can be more interested in the 
There are rich widows and religious minded education of children than their parents. They
old persons in villages who generally prefer to can heIp the school in many ways provided 
invest their accumulated money for building their advice and he]p are S0Ught and given due
temples or Dhramshalas. But instances are weight b thc teacher. Some suggestions as 
not wanting where such people first wanted to t0 how the parents can contribute in this 
invest their money for ‘Dharamshalas or respect are given as under : 
temple, later on changed their mind in favour ... _ s ,
of school building after proper approach and serving on parent-teacher associa-
persuation. Local institutions like Panchayats tlon’ school advisory or managing
and Cooperatives can very well spare some committee or any other committee of
portion of their income for school building. Bie Panchayat meant foi educational
Voluntary labour from the community, skilled improvement.
and unskilled both, free cartage of bricks and (ii) By visiting the school and giving sug- 
donations of building material may go a long gestions to the teacher,
way in constructing a school provided sustained (ijj) By assisting in the programmes of the 
efrcuts by all concerned are made for mobilising school with money, material or physical
these resources. sbj[]

Involving the Community (iv) contributing in the teaching of
creative art suitable for the purpose.

Education in the school can be considerably (v) Those enlightened may persuade others 
impioved in metliod and content with necessary t0 send their children for schooling,
aid from the community. While' general advice
from village leaders and educated persons for Universal Primary Education
improvement of education may be sought The goal of universal primary education 
which may prove very valuable, a progressive will remain unfulfilled without wholehearted
farmer can be invited to narrate his experiences support of the community. Universal
and also guide the students in learning agricul- primary education implies more schools, more
tural skill. Services of local musicians, crafts- equipments and greater resources. This means
men, artists and reciters of ‘Ramayan etc. can that the community should come forward to
be used for giving recreational, practical and supplement the resources of the school. More-
m?rf  education to the children. There are over, the question of educating parents to send
saintly pei sons, social workers and highly their children to schools cannot be tackled by
esteemed people famous for their high thinking the teacher alone or bypassing  laws for
an sense of justice available in the villages, compulsory primary education. It is the re-

eu 2ccasiona'. discourses before the students presentatives of the people, local institutions
n a \  c inspiring for the teacher as well. and enlightened parents who can do this job
; v f  ;l,le Peis^ns w*10 are away in service may successfully. The teacher should approach
v!n’ sc 100 when they come back to the them to convince about sending every child of 

1 g in vacations and give talks to the boys school going age to school and thereafter they
iMr W USS*»,ed ?0nal Proklc™s W. ^  should educate the local people for the same.

' \ Ht- w ui a view to help him in their Creating Interest in the Community 
solution. Retired educated people who have . . . . . ‘ t
settled in their home-village may prove of This is the most crucial point as to how one 
great help if they start taking interest in can makc ,the, co,mmunity interested in the
school affairs. S school and develop a sense of belonging-

ness in their mind for the school. The corn- 
in adoitton to the human element available in munity will not start taking interest in the 

the community which can enrich education, the school automatically. A time may come when
whole environment of the village—the natural people may start thinking it to be their sacred
surrnundmgs, agricultural fields, improved breed duty to help and guide the school and may

sani1a:‘y constructions and local start doing so on their own accord, but in the
msn utions can be used fur making education initial stages the teacher will have to do a lot
moie realistic and meaningful. of spade work to educate the people, create
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interest in them and mobilise their resources able to make substantial improvement in the 
for the school. He will have to approach them school with all resources at its command, 
time and again individually, in groups or The peopje wjn now bave no groun(} 
through educational aids foi securing their consider school as an alien institution and 
active and willing cooperation. This is possible remain disinterested in its affairs. Since it will 
only when the teacher understands the commu- be now their own babyj they will feel a natural
nity its various groups and special talents attachment with it and do their best in seeing 
available therein. He must develop a sort of the baby grow. The Panchayat Samiti can 
informal friendly association with the people mobilise not only the resources of the people 
The teacher may seek their help not by casual alone but extension agency with all its technical 
contact but by establishing rapport with them. ancj flnancial aid should come forward for 
Whatever assistance is received from the com- beiDjn„ tbe scboni 
munity should be recognised and their opinions '
should be given due consideration. Let the In the end it may be added that to develop 
people realise that school is their own, it really an education based on the needs of the rural 
wants them and gives due weight to their sug- children and rural community, the community 
gestions. Before the community can be actively ias t0 P)ay very important role in several 
involved in the affairs of the school the teacher waXs\  The resources of the community are 
will have to mix up with people, help solve unlimited. It has enough of talents, genius 
their problems and thus win their confidence and skill. What is needed is to explore and 
and goodwill. Without first getting genuinely mobilise them for the best interest of the school, 
interested in the school-community develop- Till the community becomes conscious of its role 
ment, winning peoples confidence and educat- an<̂  come forward to nurture the school as its 
ing them about their role towards school the own institution, the leadership for arousing that 
community cannot get interested in the school. consciousness lies with the teacher, the inspect­

ing start and extension agency. Let them work
Moreover, enduring interest in the commu- and approach the community as a team and 

nity towards school cannot be created by one- there is bound to be definite response from the 
sided traffic. The closer the association of the side of the community, 
community in the affairs of the school, the 
greater will be their interest. It is not enough 
to consult the people casually, rather they 
should be involved in the school affairs inti­
mately and empowered to take decisions about 
the same. The school will become a commu­
nity school and the resources of the community ™
will be available for its development if the l l i e
affairs of the school is gredually managed by
the local community itself. tvt . • *) t 'v PIMation s Detence
Panchayati Raj and Schools

Fortunately under the Panchayati Raj „
system, the Panchayat Samities have been made D K I V f  J \ |  T j S
responsible for promoting primary education 
and Zila Parishads for education above the
primary stage. New appointment of teachers, ■
their transfer and management of schools etc., O H S O I O U S
will be the concern of these two bodies. This
decentralisation of authority in the hands of ■ * »
the people will naturally create in them more C .  1  T 1  7  ^  T l  S
interest towards school and remove many
bottlenecks, inefficiency and red-tapism which
are the outcome of too much centralisation.
Panchayat Samiti through its sub-committees 
and village panchayat committees should be
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News From Unesco’s Asian Regional Office, Bangkok
'T H E  Unecso Regional Office in Bangkok re- objectives and targets as set by them, long-term 
J- ports that the Asian Institute for Economic projections till 1980 of over-all educational 

Development and Planning will soon begin development (educational pyramid) covering 
to function. Mr. Narayan Prasad has been all types and levels of education, within the 
appointed as the first Director of the Insti- framework of national perspective plans of 
tute. social and economic development, taking into

The Institute will have a teaching staff of account future manpower needs and financial 
eleven in Bangkok, as well as two full-time implications, 
teachers working in countries other than Thai-
land. In addition, there will be administrative, The PurPose 0f the planning operation is :
statistical, and clerical personnel. There will (a) To provide a framework and basis for
also be a library specializing in economic deve- (i) the preparation of short-term national plans 
lopment and planning materials. Various in education; (ii) the formulation of re­
specialized agencies of the United Nations, in- quests for foreign assistance, bilateral or multi- 
eluding UNESCO, may help in sectoral plann- lateral, necessary for the proper development 
ing. They may assume a share in providing of the educational plan; (iii) the guidance 
additional teaching and research staff and in of Governments and agencies assisting the 
supplying material on development problems Asian countries.
and methods in their own fields of activity. , „ ^  . . , ,  .. (b) To prepare a draft Asian model show-

The institute wi.l offer an annual nine to ten jnc, tjie reoi0nal picture representing an exten-
month training course m Bangkok and short- sion of the Karachi Plan in the light of the
term couises of not more than three months T ^ y o  Conference of Ministers of Education
each in countries °f the region other than (1962), including all the levels and types of
Thailand. Couises are planned to start early education, to be submitted for approval to the 
m iyo4. Meeting of Ministers of Education in December,

The regulai, or Bangkok, course will cover 1955 that it may serve as a policy guide for 
development problems and policies, over-all Minfaters themselves, as well as for the

c K M i s r y j s f f i  r cies and Govcrnmcn,s collaborali,,s wi,htechniques of development planning. The num- mem'
ber of students is expected to increase in stages: (°) To provide a status report on educa-
from 30 in the first year to 40 in the second tional planning in the Asian countries and on
year and 50 in the third and subsequent years. technical assistance needs in this field.

courses ̂ tended to meet (d) To provide estimates of foreign ex-
t • , 1 1 ai,glf nura^er of personnel in ciiange needs arising out of phased educational

Snuired to S  S  train}°S Programmes are devefopment on the basis of long-term plans
E s  danddS i ^  ^ d e v d o p m e n t  pro- broken down into short-term actions for imple- blems, and trainees at such courses will be mpntat;nn
financed by the government or governments „ ’ . . . ,  ,.
concerned. After completion of its assignment in India,

* * * in late August, 1963, the team came to Thai-
Planninc Oneration land and’ after a brief consultation with thecanning uperation s*taff 0f the UNESCO office in Bangkok

1 he Regional Advisory Team on Educa- together with specialists from UNESCO Head-
tiona. 1 lanmng, composed of Mr. Ch. Bilodeau, quarters, as well as with the Joint UNESCO-
Eclucatoi, Mr. M. V. Bhatawdekar, develop- ECAFE working Group, began its work in
■ nun economist, and Mr. S. Winans, statisti- Thailand from the 1st of September. The pro-
i ' 1. ili wo' c *n India on the 24th of jections (pyramids) and the report on Thailand
unc, . were completed on the 25th of October. The

fhe main objective of the planning opera- team then proceeded to Ceylon and after
tion is to establish, in close co-operation with completing its work there, it expects to proceed
l lie national authorities and in accordance with to Pakistan.
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Museum Exhibits: An Educational Cl
Tool for Developing Countries From UneSCO

CAN museum exhibits help introduce modern in the Niamey (Niger) open-air museum on 
agricultural methods and root out deep- types of houses and furniture used by the 
seated prejudices holding back develop- different peoples of that country.

ment ? In an industrialized society, the man who
This is one of the questions raised in uses a t ractor 1S usually more or less aware of 

“Temporary and Travelling Exhibitions”1, a *1C economic, perhaps even social, implications 
practical, do-it yourself handbook for museum 01 .“js highly efficient machine. Museum 
curators and exhibit organizers. exhibits may help the farmer of a country

pulling itself out of a Neolithic-type economy
In a chapter written by Hiroshi Daifuku of to understand these implications and thus 

Unesco’s Museums and Monuments Division, avoid the pitfalls more advanced nations have 
the difference between the public of developed experienced in the past.
and developing countries is brought out. Museum exhibits can easily correct some 
Studies of attendance at exhibits in Noith basjc misconceptions. For instance, people 
America and Europe have shown they reach a may blame overgrazing and resultant erosion 
very limited range of the population . half the on t]ie wrorig causes ; conservation of wild life 
visitors have college degrees. But, in ihe case may be opposed although it wouid mean an 
of visitors in developing countnes, he notes economic gain ; illness and malnutrition due 
that “ the majority may be llliteiate, possess to improper diet may be attributed to witch- 
dilferent tribal backgrounds and speak unrela- craft or superstition....“By bringing to visual 
ted tongues . He suggests the organizers first focus the real causes of problems and ways of 
test their exhibits on a representative sample of meeting them, the visitor wiil be encouraged to 
visitors who can then be questioned on their Work towards realistic solutions and helped to 
reactions. After that, explanations of the understand the relationship between cause and 
material on display can be modilied to meet effect’9, writes Daifuku.
local conditions. Other chapters in the handbook are contri-

Speaking of ethnographic and historic buted by Hans Jaffe, lecturer on modern art at 
exhibits, Daifuku warns that “ visitors from the the University of Amsterdam ; Grace McCann 
region...may consider the objects as “primi- Morley, directorof the National Museum in New 
tive” relics of the past. They may also feel... Delhi; Elobie Osborn, former Vice-President 
that such material will not help them either to of the American Federation of Film Societies ; 
understand the present or acquire information and Lothar Witteborg, former chief of the 
...useful in adapting themselves to future Exhibition Deparment at the American 
requirements, particularly the acquisition of Museum of Natural History, New York, 
new techniques...” On the other hand, the Among the subjects they cover are designing 
achievements of the past may help people exhibitions, label designs, lighting, animation,
understand their own originality and their catalogues and brochures, assembling an exhi-
closeness to other cultures. The author cites bition, themes for small or medium-sized
as an example the highly popular exhibit held museums, circulation of visitors, arranging the

______  _  older of objects on display, and numerous
“Temporary and Travelling Exhibitions”, and practial problems concerning

IJnesco Place de Fontenoy, Paris 7e 123 pp. and 49 tiavelling exhibits, packing objects, transpoifa- 
illustrations Price: 4. 50 : 22/6 (stg.); 16 frs. tion and insurance.
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M oroccan  School R adio Service “For these variety programmes, we occa-

0  sionally use Unesco broadcasts ; for example,
RAL teaching has always been popular in we adapted for use in our schools the “Story
Arab countries, especially in Morocco. 0f the Wart-Hog Hunter” which enabled the
Recently, new developments have been children to learn ahout another African cottn-

taking place there with the creation of a School try—Togo.
Radio and Television Service set up the Minis- e
try of Education. This service, established in • AU these broadcasts, of course, are given
1961 as a result of a mission carried out by a ia class!cal Arabic and last 0,1 avera2e 15 to 
Unesco expert, consists of twelve persons, in- ZU minutes'
eluding a Frenchman, Andre Charconnet, w ho “The organization of these school program- 
has been loaned by his Government to Mor- mes,” said Mr. Charconnet, “has led the
occo to help in the organization of this new Ministry of Education to distribute 1,200 radio
system of education. sets and 1,000 loudspeakers to schools. Equip-

. , .  , . ment is, is, in fact, one of our greatest pro-
A teacher of history and geography, Mr. blems.

Charconnet is a graduate of the Training <(Da„ IIWrf,rn  .,
College at St. Cloud, near Paris, where he took r , ,  f ec?ntl£ U.NICbF~ lhe Um,cd Nat,0'1s
part in the work of the Audio-Visual Centre, f hl dren S Fund-offered us equipment to
specializing in the production of school televi- bu,lld our own Fec° rdmS studio. The studios
sion programmes. Visiting Unesco head- belong,nS to thc Moroccan Radio-Television
quarters recently, he described the work of the Sf"VIceJ arc vcr>' m,uc'1 1,1 l,se’ and often are 
Moroccan School Radio Service obliged to record between 8 p.m. and mid­

night. We hope to have our own studio work- 
“We transmit two programmes which reach ingby 1964. This will enable us to renew our 

thc whole country. One, aimed at children, is programmes and to work on a more regular 
broadcast three times a day during school basis. In exchange, UNICEF hos asked us to
hours and is heard by some 140,000 pupils contribute to programmes on health and nutri-
between the ages of 10 and 14 in 2,200 class- tion education, 
rooms.

<,Tkopo rnj;„  “The other of our two programmes, broad-
went nn “ irmliiHp oil 1 1 '' . ^ rV Charconnet cast in the evenings, is aimed at two to three
examnl ■* v ^  ff In history, for thousand teachers. We offer them four model
the bailie of Wadi to illustrate lessons, two in Arabic and two in French.
(lib is known ns the It . i i i s l f f i i " 1 Hu rope 'fhese are designed to improve the instructors’
and fe in Rant did 5, n! ,he 1J,rX  Km*&  knocvledSe and to help them with more effi-
Rash d Acco db, . uf Harm, El cicnt mefhods of teaching.Kasnia. According to a survey, these were
among the most popular of our broadcasts Some broadcasts, for example, explain
though they were not perhaps the most use- how ,to teacJl languages orally. They have 
ful. ‘ ‘ contributed notably to the success of reforms

“ In -ennnnhv t,„ in the teaching of French. You see, many
the work of"certain industries a^d^raveTogues" teach?rtS ,haveT|;ad t0 change ,heHir niethods 
photographs to accompany each broadcast are “ t  y‘i y WerNeaccuf  oni,cd '°  ,each'  sent to the schools in advance Ing ilterary language. Now, they have to teach

“ B-sides „ . a utilitarian one, where the part played by
,!y  geography and history courses, oral exercises has become much moreimpor-

tlure are broadcasts on civics as well as poetry tant.
leadings and sketches to help in composition at • ,work. ujupusiuon Moreover, many young Moroccan instruc-

“ Fvoiv mu r Cot i tors responsible for teaching spoken French
variety v i yV We • b ôadcast a often experienced difficulties, as their pronun-
uons Vnim our °!/en ircludes ques- ciation and intonation were not up to the level
FaclUear you s e e T  iiv l ° <!UIZ contcst- oftheir know,edge of the writien language, 
who s, nd' in the ’ best8 t o  1be puPi,s These model lessons in French have enabled 
drawings as well as to ihe q i i and ,the best tl,em t0 improve their pronunciation, while at
vide l i e l S  !, i S S : h,ch the same lime showing1 them how to conduct

u  toriect answers. language courses properly and efficiently.
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. Primary scliooi inspectors have noted that television to make up for the shortage of quali- 
pupils of teachers who follow our broadcasts fied teachers. Is this an indication that these 
regularly speak much better and more fluently media may one day replace traditional methods 
than oihers, and that their teachers are also of teaching, especially the textbook ? 
much more at ease in the classroom.

f , , , ■ • • “ Children in the less developed countries” ,“As for educational television, it is still in »/Tr rnAnnot „  D• r 5> m pi x , i iVlr. Charconnet rcplicclj liavc memories
its infancy , Mr. Charconnet reported. “The , • u fresher sharner more alive and
Minister of Education is anxious to develop ™  J  7  J •, , , „ „ , . e f  surer than our own, and they can memorizethis medium, but we are short of personnel. ,essons b radio bettei,  But yoyu have t0 sup.
We have managed however, to produce six ,ement ywhat thev hear f r ' m the radio bPy
programmes on the advantages offered by Looks and illustrations,
secondary education, and two others encourag­
ing young people to train as teachers. “The same is true for television. The pic-

“Television is certainly better than radio ture flashes too quickly on the screen and 
for school instruction”, Mr. Charconnet added, written material is essential to complete the 
“ for printed and visual material is still scarce lesson. Teachers, also, need something more 
in Moroccan schools. But television also poses solid with which to prepare their courses, 
a problem of equipment, since each school Other African countries, Senegal, for example”, 
must be supplied with a receiving set.” Mr. Charconnet pointed out, “have come to

In their literacy campaigns, some of the same conclusions. ’ 
developing countries are relying on radio and (UNESCO FEATURES)

Association’s Latest Publications
Trade Unions and Workers Education

Price Re. 1.00.
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Includes papers by Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao, Shri Rohit Dave,
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fR n iV I ” TR a \ 7"1 This report also goes into full particulars oil
U U U J V  l \ t ? V  l c W  such matters as the role of higher education in

the development of Africa; the planning, the
The Development of Higher Education in Africa, ftaffinS an^ the financing needed for such deve- 
Unesco, Paris, 1963. Price : 25 Frs; § 7.00 lopment, choice and adaptation of curricula; 
35/6 (Stg) inter-African cooperation; and international

T^HIS book is a report of the Conference on
Higher Education in Africa held at Tana- Included in the report is a selection of 
nanve m September 1961 represented by papers read by international experts on higher 

31 Atrican nations and territories. education to the conference, statistics relating
to higher education in Africa, and a list of such 

This 339 page report examines m detail how institutions on the continent. A total of 97 
the Conference set out to find possible solutions conclusions and recommendations made by the 
to . (a) problems of choice and adoption of conference is also given together with a list of 
higher education curriculum to the specific ajj participants and observers, 
conditions of African life and development and
the training of specialised personnel for public The students enrolled in institutions of 
administiation and economic development higher education in Africa will rise from 31,000 
techniques; (b) problems of administration, now to 274,000 by 1980. The local teaching 
organisation, structure and financing encounter- staff will be tWo-third of the total requirement 
ed m the creation or development of mstitu- of 21,000 by 1980 and similarly an investment 
ti.ons °-f higher learning both from the point of by j 980 of over § 1,500 millions, 
view of the institutions themselves and from the
wider angle of national policy. ,T.L. Sacluleva
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(<Continued from page 4) planning should start with each district and
In almost all administrative organisations, eac^ municipality, 

both at the Centre and in the States, there were The people’s active co-operation was also 
obvious gaps which must be filled. Administra- necessary in the successful implementation of
tive personnel for specific programmes should the plans. It would not be possible for the
be dovetailed into an overall pattern to take Government alone to make an impact on the
care of the total health programme at different health of the nation without the wholehearted
levels. and active participation of the people.
Planning O ik  Dr. Nayar as well as Dr. M.S. Chadha,

8 Director-General of Health Services, and Dr.
In spite of three Five-Year Plans, she said, N. Jungalwalla, Director-General of the insti-

the planning cells of the Central and State tute, expressed gratitude to Ford Foundation
health administrations were still very rudimen- for its assistance in the establishment of the
tary and not suitably equipped for planning on institute.
a qualitative basis. Dr. d . Ensminger, Ford Foundation’s Re-

Dr. Nayar said that the States must play a presentative in India, said that dynamic leader-
major part in the planning and implementation ship and a vision of the goals to be achieved
of the total health programme. The process of was necessary for the success of the institute.

♦

The Indian Journal of Adult Education
' On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Indian Adult Education Association,

a Special Number of the Journal will be published in March.

The Eighty-page issue will contain articles on various aspects of the Adult 

Education Movement in India and Abroad.

Book your order now for the Journal with 
Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi.
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The Land oj Enlightenm ent
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SEE—the remains of the royal city of Pataliputra and the international 
University ot Nalanda, the cyclopean walls of Rajgir, the mausoleum 
of Shershah at Sasaram, the Asokan pillars at Vaisali, Areraj and 
Lurianandangarh, the ruins of the Fort of Rajavishala and the birth­
place of Lord Mahavira at Vaisali, the ancient temples at Bodhgava, :: 
Deoghar, Parasnath and Pawapuri and the Sikh Gurudwara (birth­
place of Guru Gobind Singh) in Patna City.

j
ENJOY— the hot-springs at Rajgir, scenic beauties in Chhotanagpur, 

including attractive weterfalls, virgin forests and verdant hillocks, 
the sunrise and sunset scenes at Netarhat and the wild life in the 
National Parks of Hazaribagh and Palainau.

A 5-seated Tourist Car is available at Patna @
31 nP per Kilometer. 25-seated Luxury Deluxe 
Coaches are also available at the Bihar State Road 
Transport Depots, at Patna & Gaya, ® R s, 1.75 nP 
per mile. A Tourist Luxury Coach is available at 
Patna, on every Sunday for local sight-seeing @
Rs. 2 per head. :

<' l >
For details please contact :

Hie Director oi Tourism,
BIHAR, PATNA-10

(Telephone No. 2453])
< - 1 '
< i ' >< . 1 i■ •

f )  
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‘ EDUCATIONAL I N D I A ’
Enters the 30th year of useful service

FRANK OPINION : There is much that a good journal can do help 
correct attitude to be adopted towards education by the different 
sectors of the community interested in various aspects of it. It 
is my hope that as in the past, your Journal will render this kind of
service to the cause of education.
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A B U L T  [ l© yCA ¥S@ ^
^  ~— :-r •" ------  Vo! X X V  February 1964 No. 2

On , ON TO A NEW ERA
O t h e r  P d O 'P S  /^VN March 1 begins the Silver Jubilee

& ^  Conference at Delhi. The Con­
ference, spread over a week, has 

been planned to cover the ground 
comprehensively and is expected to 

Social Education and Youth provide the adult education with the
n  „ impetus necessary to break new paths
Draft Working Paper of Seminar in the movement. The highlights of the

conference are :
___  a symposium on Adult Education

Today which will survey the move­
ment the world over;

Challenge and Opportunity in a panel discussion on National
^ . Integration to throw into bold relief

Adult Education: Expectations issues which adult education has to
and Fulfilment of W.E. A. tackle to bring about the consumma­

tion of this much needed objective;
a seminar on Social Education and

-----  Youth which will examine what Social
Education can do to secure the involve­
ment of the youth in the exciting

Leisure, Culture and Adult adventure of rebuilding our society.
Education Well-known national leaders and

distinguished personalities are participat-
___  ing in the Conference to give lead in its

deliberations.
——— ;------------  Vice-President Dr. Zakir Husain will
Editorial Board deliver the Presidential and the Valedic-

Dr. M. S. Mehta tory addresses at the Conference and
Shri Maganbhai Desai Prime Minister Nehru will be present at

Shri J. C. M a t h u r I C S  the i,,al’gural se5sion-
Dr T A  K h  The Education Minister, Shri M.C.

• • K o sh y . Chagla will preside over the symposium
Shri H P. Saksena. to be addressed by fraternal delegates.

P u blished  b y  The Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Ind ian  Adult Education A ssociation  Commission, Shri Asoka Mehta, will
17-B, Indraprastha  Marg, New D e lh i preside over the panel discussion to be

Annual Subscription  addressed by Shri Teja Singh and Prof,
Rs. 8. 00 : Foreign $8.50. \  R Wadia.

______S in g le  CopyRe.1.00

(Continued on page 15)



NATIONAL SEMINAR ON
Social Education and tlic Youth

DRAFT WORKING PAPER
INTRODUCTION go to the school may be different from the

Social education has to be related to the needs of those who do not go to the school, 
needs, aspirations and capacities of those who II
come within its ambit. Extent to Which Needs of Youth are Met

The youth can not only benefit from Social Q. 4. To what extent the needs of youth 
Education but also play an important role in are met by the social structure or by social 
implementing the various items of its pro- education ? 
grammes. It will be useful for the Seminar to r
think of the needs and problems of youth and , 9 \  ° f  t, .ie Ilceds tbe y°lltb
also its capacities and attitudes which may 1\° ^  contnbute to the shaping of theJSocial 
contribute to the shaping of the contents and ucation Progiamme . 
methods of Social Education. It will also be HI
useful to discuss an appropriate programme Youth’s Contribution to the Society
of Social Education for the youth and the ^ . .. . ,
organisational structure for imparting Social the Society^ y0Uth contnbute to

t h e l o ^ i e T v ^ b ^ f 6 t0 '°in the promotion of Social Education.
Below ss given a tentative list of questions Q. 7. How can Social Education tap the 

which the Seminar may discuss. The list is resources inherent in the youth ? 
only illustrative and not exhaustive.

„ '* Agencies for Organising Youth Work
lhe Characteristics of Youth and its Need and the Content of the Programme
T  What do we mean by youth? What Q. 8. Which organisations have taken up 

c.re e uppei and lower age limits for youth ? Social Education or related activities for the 
Usually youth refers to the age group of young in India ?

12 to 25. This includes the period of adole- The Seminar may enumerate the organisa- 
scence and early adulthood and may be broken tions and discuss the extent of work done by
up into two groups namely, 12 to 17 and 18 to each. The Seminar may also discuss the
25. The Seminar may consider whether these approaches and methods adopted by the 
age limits may be adopted. different organisations.

Q. 2. What are the characteristics of Q* 9- In view of the special Social Educa- 
youth? How are these significant for social tion needs of the y°llth> is lt necessary to 
education ? strengthen some organisations ? Which organi-

The characteristics may perhaps to con- S i X m T *  '°  be S,rene‘hen "  w tat
Pl'ysi°- Q V  What should be the important 

Cultural etc 8 £ ’ 8ica ’ Economic, contents of Social Education programme for
' Q. 3. In view of the above characteristics • y,T J S ? +- Are ,there +any ^ s t j o n s  for what are the needs of y o u t h actenstics, SoC]al Education schemes to provide for these

Tiie Seminar may like to discuss whether In considering schemes for Social Education
nc m what way the needs of youth will differ Programme for youth, various need of the 

I ?U."1S j°  sex' age; rural urban residence young like physical, intellectual, developmental, 
>a giHiuid, income, education and social technical etc., will perhaps have to be taken 

status of parents. The need of the young who into account. ■



Challenge and Oppoitlinity expectations and fulfilment of the workers’ 
in Adult Education education movement in England

By Prof. A. H. Thornton, Nottingham University.

“ I am not here as a supplicant for my class. I  decline to sit at the rich man’s gate 
praying for crumbs. I claim for my class all that Oxford has to give”, declared a Ports­
mouth shipwright MacTavish at a conference in 1907 at Oxford.

Out o f this spirit, to which cultivated men with a keen sense o f social sensitiveness 
responded , grew the Workers’ Education Association in England. The Association's role in 
shaping, not merely the political history but o f society as such, o f Great Britain is well 
known.

In an address reproduced here, Prof. Thornton traces the changes that have occured 
in the workers education movement since the days when the WEA was founded. The address, 
now nearly three years old, is yet o f topical interest because o f the thought provoking issues 
it has posed.—Ed.

WHEN an Englishman crosses the border to in Adult Education” it would be as well to con- 
speak about education in Scotland he sider first the nature of the challenge presented to 
does so with his heart in his mouth. He adult aducation in 1961 not so much by industry 

has a healthy respect for the Scottish tradition as an organisation but by the men and women 
in education. He is aware that, in many ways who work in it. Historically, English adult 
it is a longer, deeper tradition than his own and education has had a genuine concern for the 
one which has a clear and tender regard for education of working people. The W.E.A. 
the fundamental values of the educational began life with the title an ‘"'Association to pro­
process. He knows, too, that it is a distincti- mote the Higher Education of Working Men” 
vely and proudly Scottish tradition, born of and the first Tutorial classes took root among 
Scottish history and character, and not likely the working people of Lancashire and the 
to take kindly to any notions of a British educa- Potteries. The connection was a direct one 
tional common market. I ’m saying all this inspired on the one hand by the vision and 
because I have been asked to speak this morn- humanity of men like Tawney and on the other 
ing quite specifically about a piece of work by the consciousness of deprivation felt by work- 
which has been developed in England by the ing men themselves. One may recall the words 
Nottingham Extra-Mural Department. I would of the Portsmouth shipwright Mactavish : “ I 
not want you to think that I was dogmatising am not here as a supplicant for my class. I 
about adult education in general or suggesting decline to sit at the rich man’s gate praying for 
“oughts” and “musts” for Scottish adult educa- crumbs. I claim for my class all that Oxford 
tion. I am only doing what I have been told has to give.” This is the kind of spirit which 
(quite firmly by your secretary) to do. If the provided the initial impetus for the adult educa- 
cap fits no doubt you will convert it into a tion movement and gave it momentum in its 
bonnet and wear it with your customary early years. But times change. Decade by 
panache. decade educational opportunities have become

more numerous and more widely dispersed 
The piece of work I am to speak about con- through society. The sense of deprivation in a 

cerns liberal education in industry. But since particular social group, if it exists at all today, is 
this conference is working within the frame- certainly not the kind of force which will move 
work of the title “Challenge and Opportunity mountains of the size Mansbridge and his early
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colleagues had to move. I know of no extra- sample of one in eight was extracted and these
mural director who today complains of a work- students were subjected to an interview, based
ing-class clamouring at the gates of his depart- on a carefully contrived questionnaire. The
ment demanding higher education as a matter results astonished even those of us who thought
of right. " we were prepared for them. The differences

I know of some who claim that the work- between the students as a group and the com­
ing class connection in adult education is a mumty which the Centre exists to serve can be
dead-letter and has no relevance in 1961. educed f° 7 °  ge.ne.raJ statements. First, n

their cultural and intellectual interests our 
There have been other changes, too. The students share the habits -and outlook of a

spread of educational opportunity has pro- minority. Nearly two-thirds had used a public
duced an adult population which is not only library in the week before the interview,
more educated than ever before and therefore Nearly half read the Guardian. The Observer
likely to want more education, but also an ancj Sunday Times were as widely read as 
adult population which is more educationally are t]ie News of the World and the People by
sophisticated. By this I mean that there are the general public. The majority read at least
many people, all of whom have had some edu- one weekend journal. They went to the cinema
cation beyond the minimum required by law, more than most people, over half going once a
who know their way about the educational month. The same proportion went to the
system. They know what they want and they theatre as frequently. Nearly two-thirds had
know where to find it. They are experienced in visited an art exhibition within the previous six
seeking out opportunities and making their own months. Half had been to a concert within the
choices of subject or activity. What I am past year Only go % had a television set
suggesting is that theie is now an educationally compared with 87% of the total population of
knowledgeabie elite and it is from the ranks of the Midland Region. Within the week before
this elite that adult students tend more and the interview one fifth had listened to Network
moie to be drawn. By definition an elite is a Three and more than one-third to the Third
minority, very often an exclusive minority, Programme. The general impression is that
which tends to perpetuate itself. If such an students know how to discriminate in their use
elite takes ovei an organisation or a group or 0f newspapers, the theatre, cinema, art
the activity going on in a particular building, galleries, concerts, libraries, television and
i becomes very difficult for the outsider to find radio. Their characteristics are those, as I
1S l11' hideed, the inhibitions are so suggested earlier, of an educationally know-

great that he ceases even to try. This sort of ledgeable elite,
thing, he decides, is not for him.

The second general statement that it is possible 
Something of this kind has, I believe, happened to make is that the student group is drawn pro­
in English adult education. It must be the dominantly from the professional middle-class,
impression of every extra-mural department In the sample 60% were in Class 2 of the
that its students are coming more and more Registrar General’s scale of social class, 36%
from the middle classes and there is a good were in Class 3, and 4% in Class 1 ; there were
deal of real evidence to support this impression, none in Classes 4 and 5. In Nottingham as a 
* ,iav? not fhne this morning to examine all whole only one person in ten is in Class 2 ; one 
the evidence available, but I would like to give in three are in Classes 4 and 5. Almost half
you the gist of an enquiry conducted last session the students were either teachers, civil servants,
m Nottingham and directed to this particular clerks or the wives of such workers. Almost
point. I he purpose of the survey was to dis- 40°,, of those working were members of pro-
covc! the characteristics of the students fessional associations and one-third were mem-
attending conventional courses at the University bers of trade unions, including M.A.L.G.O.
Adult Education Centre. We excluded from andtheN .U .T . Well over half were in families
(lie survey any special groups and addressed with weekly incomes of over £20. One in ten
ourselves only to these classes offered at large had an income of less than £10 a week, and of
to i no general public and to which random those half were retired and the other half were
leci mtment takes place. This kind of course full-time students. Two-thirds lived in rniddle- 
0lms the bl1* °* our programme. A random class residential suburbs in and around the city.
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^ s S S S S ’̂ S r rcharacteristics all throuah ^  t'h T r +f 0SIt!ve for rccruitmcnt just as effectively. The factory
eated, d fecS inatffg  mfddfe cla s T ' mumty has ^  own selection of in flu en t^

8 'ddle CjasSl enterprising and far-seeing people just as a
I am not fm- q village has. It has its own notice boards, its

we o i  l  i moment, suggesting that own channels of communication-sometimes 
m l ;  want the kind ot students we have almost its own village green. Both the men
with t i l  t  ly f 0t' If 1S probably inevitable, and the means for recruitment are present in
make l f v l aI;, u”selcctive approach we almost every industrial community. Thesecond 

. f i r !  c S ,0U'd -attract students who general point concerns the nature of what £
S o u r  o f L fam!ha:  Whh the delights and offered. It is not much use, at any rate Yn the
wfth i J  f  Val, education and familiar, too, hist instance, putting forward a general pro-
accompanies 1  lj'■"J" ™ 1 appara,us that ° f cl,oice' ° " e is dealing with peS-
studenk ti ' i f CCd’ we welcome such PIe who are accustomed to making educational
getting th J w r  Cha,!e,n.gc, is rnot we are choices and the content of courses must appear
father that wr areH  i r  f  student h  is f  be immediately meaningful to those to whom 
from a f  t fa]1 nig to get students .hey are offered. Trade union studies are
■illv lsofui ° ; ,al grouP which, tradition- hkely to be a better starting point than litera-
i -  o ^ d s  „ r ,d n  , ,hHC m°-St fruitful f . r , ; ,he « ° ”° n r i c s o f i , ,& y „ill be mo e
m ethodsof dl|lt education. ■ Our normal hkely to attract interest than comparative 
methods of presentation, advertising, and re- religions. umparanve

c S T g r i S T a i f i s t r  ™  r  « « * « > *  «f ^
balance by taking s p S s t f  s o S  f  f 6 devl ° f ed in Nottingham on the basis ofwill become m ^ P ! r  step^  our student body workplace recruitment ? It is the Dav Release
mr r d mL T e ; ; S e morT h: x S e L ^ as df c ° , r -  t ,i? a « ■ » w ? ?  s u s s
see it, is to our consciences as S S S e r e S f « t r 1 th pay d,unng working hours to attend 
education. The good students am t S,of publlc courses is, of course, familiar enough. It has 
I have no doubt 8 In a le ro f  L  o ^  S>“ nd beCn deveIoped Wldel>' si,ice the war and is now 
Minister, Lloyd Geo?" f  r  P” r?e ? recognised feature of technical training. But
1919 Committee on aduh^dnea? rmai! ° f  he U,1S 0116 thing to Persuade an employer to 
words: “It is aiso a tru h t h a M W ^ ?  f 1°-° • hlS men for histruclion which will
the mass of our people a c a n L v f n r f 01 'a pearly increase their technical competence and
what was rc c o g S d  a Ca n 2 t !  bf y0* thcrf ore their "idustrial usefulness and quite
conception of great issues anH tllfQ1 ^ ° f er t0 s,uggest release for liberal studies,
culties of fundamental n r o h l f f  f 16 f  !" ? ur first problem was to decide where to begin, 
can be visualised in a ffijjliar form WTnn theiC F — va-n ° us tactical reasons we chose the 
require teachers whom thev m i tnict” leyT ° n y ffumng industry : there existed already in the 
old fashioned enough to believe fervpnti i f  "I mdustiy a tradition of day-release (w ithout pay) 
this is still true. Our business ls tn f  f f r  from, pr™ ar daP  ; nationalisation meant that
find the kind of men whom Smith describes and and the N f f iu  1£lVC t0,deaI WItb onc eir,ployee
Provide 4 ™  teachers whom ’,h t  c S  f  f f
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offered a possible recruiting catchment of nearly be much more difficult. We felt we ought to
100,000 men in the East Midlands division; there try to extend our day-release provision to 
was already in existence an administrative the private sector of industry. Here we 
instrument, the Miners’ Welfare Joint Adult had no tradition on which to base our 
Education Committee, to whom the first sugges- approach and no clear point of entry to 
tions could be put. All these considerations a particular firm or a particular industry, 
prompted us to make the initial experiment Everything would depend upon our powers 
with the mining industry. The Committee, on persuasion. Put simply the problem _ was to 
which both the Coal Board and the union convert management to the proposition that 
were represented, accepted this chance with liberal education is a good thing—good enough 
enthusiasm. It was then put officially to the to warrant release from work and the payment 
Coal Board who agreed to the release with pay of wages and travelling expenses. It was a 
of twenty to twenty-five men for one day a daunting prospect and we hesitated a good deal 
week for thirty weeks. Publicity was organised over the first step. Finally we decided to 
through the N.C.B. down to pit level; through approach seven firms, all within fifteen miles 
the Unions down to branch level and through of Nottingham, all of a fair size and in each of 
welfare channels down to individual welfare which we had a contact occupying a reasonably 
institutions in the mining communities. The senior position in management. At the same 
course offered was basically in the fields of the time W.E.A., who are our partners in all 
economics and politics and decisions about this work, approached a number of the unions 
both the content of the course and the selection whose members might be expected to be candi-
of students was left entirely in our hands. dates for the course. To our contacts in

management we sent a short document describ- 
The response to the scheme took us all by in8 the project and a covering letter inviting 
surprise. We had 168 applications for the them to lunch at the University, and to a
twenty or so places. By a hasty redeployment meeting afterwards to discuss the document,
of staff and an equally hasty plea to the N.C.B. The lunch was a vcry 8ood one (bY design) and, 
we managed to arrange for the projected intake perhaps because of this, the meeting afterwards 
to be more than doubled and the course to be went very well. You will already have guessed 
run in parallel on consecutive days. So our that lhe crucial question we had to answer 
day-release programme beeun with two one- was : “ Why should management allow time for 
year courses, involving the release of some and spend money on courses which do not 
sixty men for one day a week for thirty weeks directly benefit the work of their firms ? It 
in the year. pays us to invest in technical training, what

The experience of the first Courses showed results can we show for courses in the liberal 
us that some of the students were of such S*udJes • Our reply was based on two argu-
quality that they would not be satisfied with Z a '  u P efSted+that wcre
what we were able to give them in a single under a general obligation to regard their men
session. It was therefore decided to negotiate ° L ° nly -aS USe™  workpeople but also as 
the establishment of a three-year course, more l T an, bei,ngs' Wc. Pomted on that all of 
academic in approach but still broad in content. £em a,r.eady r^ogmsed this by the provision
All the candidates for this course were products ey made for the ^ elfare of t.hJeir w°rkers. It 
of the one-year course and selection could was common.practice to provide sporting and 
therefore be based on knowledge of the men ° S er recreatl°nal amenities, to invest consider- 
conccrned. The result was a group of high abla. ,caPltal in canteen and dining-room 
quality students committee to a long-ter7n facilities, to establish rest-iooms and 011-the- 
eourse and already grounded in the rudiments Sp0t medica! attention. All this and much
of academic skill At the same time we conti more besides seemed to indicate a willingness
nued to recruit for the two one-vear courses sn 0n thcir part to think bey°nd the simple trade-
that, now the cycle is complete, five dav-release ™an’,s cluestion> “ What do we get out of it ?”
courses (2 one-year and 3 three-year crounsl Surely it was not really a very revolutionary
involvin'? about 100 men are a regular fcpturp Step to °^ er educational opportunities to a 
of the session’s work. 6 1  lt£llure limited number of men. It could indeed be

The next stage of development promised to tT  3S ° f the firm’s general welfare policy.j, icni promised to The second argument wgs a little more parti-



cular. The subjects of the course would be total of our day-release programme is eight 
Economics, Industrial Relations and a specially courses a week, 
contrived affair we called Studying, Speaking
and Writing. All of these could be seen to be This brings me to the second development 
relevant to the work-situation and all of them arising from the idea of using the factory com-
would enlarge a man’s understanding of the munity as the basis for recruitment: the
wide context in which his day’s work was set. organisation of classes held on factory premises 
A course of this kind, we suggested, might be, after working hours. Twelve months ago we 
m itself, an effective contribution to industrial had one such course which was really fortuitous 
relations. As a by-product we hoped that in origin. The Chairman of the local W.E.A.
thirty weeks of the tutorial method in the hands branch happened to work in the factory and
of experienced tutors would provide students the class grew round him. This session began 
with important intellectual skills. They would with nine sessional courses and one terminal 
learn to distinguish between fact and opinion ; course conducted in factories. The tactical 
they would learn how and where to collect means of securing this development may per- 
information and marshal it in support of haps be the thing which will interest you most, 
argument; they would acquire skill in assessing It has been done by what I can best describe 
situations objectively and in basing their judg- as the Trojan horse lftethod. Whereas the day- 
ments on evidence ; their capacity to com- release courses had to be arranged through 
municate both verbally and in writing would be management, the factory classes have been 
greatly helped. All of these things, we felt, organised from the shop-floor. The willing 
could not help but be_ of indirect benefit to the occupants of the various Trojan horses were 
industrial communities in which the men former day-release students who had been so 
worked. stimulated by their experience that they were

prepared to spend time and energy in organis- 
By the end of the afternoon six of the seven inS classes from among their work-mates. If 

firms had agreed fo release three or four men we bad tr êcl t0 2° n̂to factories and organise
each to attend a day-release on the lines classes ourselves with the usual paraphenalia of
we had indicated. Further meetings were posters, leaflets, trial lectures and so on I am
held to decide the details of recruitment certain we should have been met with a very
and selection. Out of these came certain basic dustY answer. Either we should have been 
covenants: each firm would pay the wa«es regarded with suspicion as the agents of 
and travelling expenses of three of four management or we should have been, at best, 
men in their employ ; application should ignored. By leaving the initial organisation to 
be entirely open to any person employed in the one or tw° converted enthusiasts, who conduct- 
six firms; selection should be the responsibility ed their own personal recruiting campaigns, 
of the University and the W.E.A.; responsibility and §ivin§ them hclP when they asked for it, a 
for the content of the course should be with sizeable programme of factory-based courses 
the University and the W.E.A.; each man lias been set llP inside twelve months. Only 
should pav a course fee of £2 out of his own the day before Ileft to come here, I was told 
pocket; the University would house the that the tenth of these courses in an Ironworks 
course and provide the teaching. We had ten mi,es from Nottingham, had enrolled 
120 applications for the 20 or so places and the twenty-one students at its first meeting, 
first course was launched. Last session, after There are one or two points about the 
only a year, management agreed to double the arrangements for these courses which are worth 
r(!!mbC.r re*eaSed and we now had two day- noting. First, they are held almost immediate- 
c ease courses based in private industry. In ly after the end of the working day. Enough 

addition one of the six firms came to us of time is given for a quick cup of lea (more 
then own accord and asked if we would often than not shared by the tutor) and the 
arrange a day-release course for shop-stewards class begins at 5.15 or 5.30. It seemed to us 
on then factory premises. No strings were important that the men should not be kept 
attached to this iequest. We were to decide hanging about even for a short time. Moreover, 
the programme and make arrangements for an early start means an early finish and leaves 
recruitment direct with the shop-stewards orga- the greater part of the evening -till available 
tttsation. This course is now running and the for whatever other activity students care to
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pursue. Secondly, the management have to be is now at Ruskin and will almost certainly find 
pursuaded to provide the most comfortable and his way to the University. These are, of 
suitable accommodation at their disposal—the course, the exceptions and it would be wrong
boaid loom if nothing else is available. Any to regard them as anything but gratifying by­
adults pursuing serious study deserve proper products, 
and seemly accommodation but it is particular­
ly important in factory-based classes that the Perhaps I can most usefully finish this 
status of the group and its activity should be survey by indicating the points of general 
reflected in the accommodation it is given, application in the promotion of Courses of this
Draughty rooms, hard chairs and dim lighting ^iml. We have learned a number of lessons
do not encourage people to add two hours to which it might be helpful to pass on. First,
their day’s work nor do they encourage the tlie whole process of organisation must be done 
belief that others appreciate the' importance of face-to-face, it can’t be accomplished at arm’s 
what is being done. Thirdly, the course itself length by the normal methods of publicity and 
must begin where the students’ themselves can advertising. This is a time-consuming and 
begin. The experience of their working-lives, judeed sometimes a wearing business, but there 
of local politics, of trade union affairs alt offer is no substitute for it. Persuading the right 
possible beginnings, meaningful to groups of man t îe n^ 11 Place and then widening the 
this kind. Once the group is established it can area persuasion by using those already con- 
find its own way out to that “conception of verted seems to be the sequence which works
great issues and fundamental problems” to bes3- T^'s *s tIue both for day-release courses,
which I have already referred. I believe, too: Por which management agreement is necessary,
though it is too early for evidence to be avail- and for factory-courses worked up from the shop
able, that these groups can be established as floor.

faecrtoray.Cni cafsee^no reafonaT 111 w h fV e re  , Second’ j1 is ™Portant to establish from the 
should not develop factory-based W E A beginning the principle of open application.
branches just as e f f L v e T . b e  te s ^ n e lg t  ^ K e e ' S f y  * “ BCe™ d
bourhood branches which already exist. I 1 PP y'

o f^ 'to g ra m m i o T cn^T /*  ^  ^  Third’ the S ection  of students from the
accepted^rf^ tu re°o f theTife ofUh^ Actory com- g taJ applica?ts must be left with responsi-
nninjty Ine factory com- ble bodies providing the course. Any sugges­

tion of nomination by management or by the

release I S S K J S E  ~  “ ■*
together make up a total, in conventional 8r° “PS'
terms, 01  ̂ six tutorials, twenty-two sessional Fourth, staffing is all-important. Every one 
anc one terminal. All, except the single termi- of the courses in the programme I have descri-
• course> involve at least twenty-four meet- bed is taken either by full-time extra-mural or
' lj 1S’ sT c m.eet ôr thirty weeks. 300 men are W.E. A. staff, or by carefully chosen members 
trhl C ’ dr£lTu Prom e*Sht different indus- of the internal staff of the university.'’Teachers 
' ‘ ‘ [ he whole picture, as the In- whom they can trust” was the phrase used m
SP • ‘ e ound !a a full-scale inspection last the 1919 report and this means not only
qn;, ’• *s aU, cf ltinS one and one of sustained teachers with right subjects and methods but

incidentals' to !? ' i t ? ?  surprisin' 6 how 'man8 a'S°  Whh ^  sympathie8' 
people still slip through the ne^of eduraOmrd . . Fifth, we were strongly reminded that work 
oppni tunity. The miners’ courses have alreadv in, industry goes on for fifty weeks in the year, 
piodneed ten or a dozen people who have gone ^  a.ss work could, too. The conventional 
on to lull-time further education at Fircroft sessions and terms have no real relevance to the 
, uskin and the Universities. A voune man industrial situation and should not be consi-

fl°nths was (qdte titeml- dered* 
oor. of Stanton Ironworks (<Continued on page 15)
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Leisure, aml
Popular Culture Adlll( Ed,,c‘,,ion

By Joffre Dumazedicr

A N industrial and democratic society seeks publicity, too often aimed at the satisfaction of 
Pie content and form of its popular commercial interests, ought surely to be 
culture at every stage in its economic limited, supplemented and directed by a power- 

development. In the underdeveloped countries ful and continuing action for the cultural 
in process of industrialization, where the strug- emancipation of the masses. This question 
gle against poverty, disease and the traditional throws into relief the prime importance of 
fatalism must take precedence, it is essential popular culture in an essentially “ consumer” 
that a modern culture be fostered among the society. In all industrial and democratic 
masses so as to enable them to play an active societies, therefore, popular culture is clearly a 
part in the social and economic transformation possibility, a necessity a value, 
of their own life.

t ,i , , . . , . . . People who are striving to brine the produc-
In the advanced countries, which have tions 0f culture into the daily life of the work- 

reached the level of production and education ing population rarelv link the dissemination of 
of the majority of European nations, the deve- culture with the leisure-time of workers. In 
lopment of popular culture is a vital factor in fact) however, the question of culture in the 
he diminution of thr cultural divergence actual life of a mass society is bound up with 

between creator and public between specialist the question o fthe  content of leisure ; this 
am layman, between the educated classes applies to the present, and even more to the 
and the res of the population Only future. A brief inquiry into this often disre- 
through popular culture is it possible to ex end garded relationship may be useful, 
and modify the influence of the school, to
induce intelligent reactions to simplistic propa- Over the past century and more, it has 
ganda or publicity, and to bring individuals to often been pointed out that if cultural works 
take an active share m social and cultural life are to be brought within the reach of the mas- 
Where no such culture exists, the powers of ses, this entails a reduction in their workins 
technocracies and oligarchies are liable to hours. Modern culture, be it technological, 
mciease. scientific, artistic or philosophical, cannot be

Lastly, in a post-industrial society, popular acquired or developed through the mere per- 
culture is even more necessary. For here, formance of routine duties. It implies intel- 
besides the foregoing social problems, others lectual and creative efforts, for which time is 
are to be found : when, for three-quarters of needed. Since the hours spent at school are 
the population, needs in the matter of food, becoming increasingly inadequate for the 
clothing, housing, comfort and entertainment acquisition of the knowledge and skills requir- 
nivc been met, it is vital that the cultural aspi- ed in a world of increasing complexity, it is 
i a tions of the consumer be raised, to protect essential that men should enjoy certain periods 
mankind from being drawn by the abundance of time free from professional and other 
ol t 'ic. a,huent society” into a world where duties. But this is not enough. As we have 
material values reign supreme. “Abundance seen, leisure is not only free time, a temporal 
for what . ask sociologists such as Riesman ; compass, a “ space of human development” ; 
and an ever-growing number of economists are it is also a medley of activities, to which are 
pondering the same question. An anarchical linked patterns and salues that determine, to
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some extent, the very content of popular cul- ture in actual life is, in a way, the manner in 
ture. which a society or an individual behaves.

For the worker, any activity which consti- Study of this behaviour reveals the patterns 
tutes a participation in cultural life, that is to models and values which charaterize the grade
say, any activity involving the creation or the ^  cl\fJdra range’ ■ These giv 
understanding of a cultural work, of whatever to the different types of practical, technical 
kind, is a leisure activity. It therefore enters art^ c or philosophical knofiedge and are 
into permanent and direct competition with all very variable in quality. The type and grades 
other leisure activities, in particular with all this culture will be more or cs P
forms of relaxation and recreation. In the cul- according to the individuals, classes oi: societies 
tural life of the masses, going to the theatre, concerned. All the activri . ■' > c> . ’
reading a literary work or a popular science r®a} °r uriaginary, may prov , . ,
book are just as much leisure activities as are of a cultural life , they may , , ‘
doing odd jobs, walking, playing games, danc- cultural development, amo g > ’
ing or travel for pleasure. These activities leisure a c t i v i t i e s - e x p ^ ^  captivating,pone,- 
have common characteristics. None of them exert a sPeCKd influence.
complies with a fundamental obligation such as a u  , , rlo„Pn
work or the education of children. They are + According to D. Riesman and H Wilensk.,
not designed at the outset to bring in money *  a 8tdl advfanced staSe of mdustrializa-
but to give pleasure. They can replace one tion the number of workers concent rating tleir 
another, as fancy or circumstances may dictate, a c t i o n  on leisure will continue to increase 
Even in a society which encourages to the utmost And, if the Soviet leaders a o g S ‘
endeavours, aimed at personal development, an effort to organize leisuie-tmie ac n r  
there is probably a great divergence between the t9, link up the interests of reciea .
intentions of the propagandists or the. specialists of work, surely this is beca isc .. »
in adult education, on the one hand, and the the Particular power wielded by le sure ndi e 
real attitudes of the citizens, on the other. For Personal llfe of everyone, m the mos spontane- 
instance, the Soviet State makes a great effort ous Processes of culture. In regard to activities 
to spread a knowledge of literary works. Al- two recent anthologies of American sociology 
though certain authors are excluded, an impres- draw a disttnction between mass leisure and 
sive number of copies are issued of many of the 1Tiass cldture-. The distinction, due tc the 
works of Hugo. Balzac and Shakespeare. But current confusion between leisure and amuse- 
how many people read them, and in what ment: 18 ,n?J Justifiable. In the two works 
w ay? Statistical data on the distribution of mentioned it leads to certain oddities. For 
cultural works afford little information on mstance, cultural association comes under the 
the way in which such works are turned to hueadin? of mass 1f ,sure aad card-playmg under 
account by the majority of users. One of the t h a to f  mass culture...Why ? Because in the 
first sociological surveys on leisure in the matter of activities, it is impossible to find 
Soviet Union shows that 25% of leisure is pimple criteria for establishing;a distinction In 
given over to sheer idleness, that a substantial fact> a l l . the activities considered in these two 
part of it is taken up with entertaining guests anthologies are leisure activities, be they card- 
and that, despite an educational policy, leisure is Pla>’ing or attending the meetings of a cultural 
far from being a means of cultural development 80ci,ety’ rreadmg a book or going to the cinema, 
for everyone. In the United States of America Each of these le,sure activities has a cultural 
the effects of leisure are even more complex’ content ’ P°Pular culture is largely bound up 
In a context where the pressure of com- Wlth thc content of Popnlar leisure : "Tell
mcrcial entertainment of mediocre standard me 1to\v you spend your leisure and I  m il tell you 
is so powerful, only a minority of the citizens wllat is your cllllure”- 
plays an active part in cultural life ; it is for ™ . . , .
this reason that thc most important current There 1S PcrhaPs no problem more difficult,
survey on adult education has taken leisure as as wcl1 as more important, in popular culture 
its central theme. than that of the levels o f qualiy. We reject the

a priori distinction that now prevails between 
The incidence of leisure on mass culture is humanistic culture and popular culture. Indeed 

not limited to what has been said above. Cul- as Shils points out, the problem which arises is
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that of “culture in a mass society” .1 In such civic or political activities;
a society, culture in actual life is a continuum of spiritual activities (ideological or religious 
different grades whicli are often interdependent, Catherine) v e ­
in all classes and in all circles. Sociologists of .
Marxist of liberal leanings are therefore justified . lllnctlons of leisure are complex. Refer- 
in regarding popular culture as a concept that r,n§ t‘lc above-mentioned survey, we find 
is “both humanistic and sociological” . It that almost all the answers indicate that leisure, 
enables us to propound a question that, in our whatever its function, occasions a feeling of 
view, is crucial ; to what extent do ancient and liberation and pleasure. Otherwise, the answers 
modern works permeate the cultural patterns ma^ f?e divided into three categories which, in 
of the masses? In spreading to a wider public, °.ur view, correspond to the three main func- 
is culture not threatened by facile art, second- jlons of leisure : relaxation, recreation, deve-
rate science, conformist ethics or simplistic lopment.
philosophy, which can be sold or distributed Relaxation is a cure for fatigue. In this 
with greater ease to greater numbers ? These sense, leisure remedies the physical or nervous 
fears are shared by the majority of American harm wrought by tensions due to everyday 
sociologists who analyse mass culture. obligations and particularly to work. Despite

In socialist countries, despite the systematic fjie lightening of physical tasks, it is undeniable
endeavour to educate the people, who flock to .*•tlie Pace °f productivity, the complexity 
the museums (in a Polish town, one inhabitant ° f  industrial relations, the distances that have 
out of three is a museum-goer) and ensure a t0 be covered, in large towns, between the 
huge circulation for literary masterpieces, “art domicile and the place of work, increase the 
for the people” may often be accompanied by n,ecd for rest, silence, idleness or trivial occupa- 
a lowering of the artistic and literary standard !lons- As Dr. Bize has demonstrated, this need 
of the production. Since 1956, this lowering ls even niore strongly felt by the community’s 
of the cultural standard has often been criti- leaders : 85% of managerial staff in industry
cized by the congresses of writers in those stale that they are overworked. In respect of 
countries. all categories of workers, a study of the recu-

In France, measures to combat “a second- research extend the
rate popular culture” afford a standing topic „n  ̂ H • p e an<̂  fatigability, too often
for discussion by all associations concerned with ni f ’ , ranee, to observations at the
mass education. Hence, despite the diversity /  n®W ^  15 emerging in this
of social and ideological contexts, the problem i- ’ . . } lc instigation of Dr. Metz, 
of the levels of mass culture arises everywhere, ^^ico-social investigations are being conduct- 
If a practical solution to this problem is to be 1C1C atlonslnp between the pace of work
found, it will probably be in the very norms of ,^ace 0 . le,sl.lre- For these mvestiga-
the leisure in which it is actually encountered. ■’ ): 'Opeiation is required, and will be

required to an increasing extent, between 
What Is Leisure ? specialists in the psychology of work and in the

According to a survey carried out among psycho-sociology of leisure.
819 French workers and employees, leisure The second function of leisure is recreation. 
activity is distinguishable not only from work While the previous function is principally a
m general, but from a whole series of obliga- cure f°r fatigue, this function is principally a
llons : cure f°r boredom. Georges Friedman has

professional work • strongly emphasized the harmful influence
sunnlemput ’i exerted by the monotonv of fragmented labour

1! mentary work ; on the worker’s personality. Henri Lefebvre
uomestic work ; has made a rough analysis of the mental dis-
maintenance activities (meals, washing and turbances of the man of today, which give rise 

dressing, sleep) ; J.° a reeling of privation and result in the need
ceremonial activities (birthday, family 01 a ruPture with the everyday world. This 

gathering, official visit); 5 lupture may take the form of violations of
legal and moral rules in all the departments of 

1 Shils, “Mass society and its culture” in lne and, in that case, it falls within the field of
Daedalus, J959 (Spring issue). social pathology. It may, on the other hand.
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be a factor contributing towards equilibrium, a extent that it is difficult to distinguish between
means of enduring the disciplines and con- them. In fact, in most cases, each of them
straints necessary to social life. This explains simply prevails over the other two according to
the search for a form of life offering a com- the circumstances.
plcment, a compensation or an escape, by Leisure is a group o f occupations in which 
means of diversion, to a world different from—- the individual can engage o f his own free will,
even contrai y to the everyday world. This either in pursuit o f relaxation or entertainment,
search may be directed towards real activities or in.order to develop his knowledge or his non-
lnvolving changes of place, of pace or of style vocation' l training, his voluntary participation
(tiavel, games, sports) or towards imaginary in community life or his free creative ability,
activities based on identification and projections after having acquitted himself o f his profes-
(films, plays, novels....), this is lecourse to an sional, family and social obligations.
imaginary life, to the satisfaction of what has
been called, since the time of Hoffmann and The re'ations between leisure and everyday 
Dostoiewski, our double. This function of obligations, as well as between the different
entertainment, in the literal sense of the term, functions of leisure itself, determine to an in­
is the one referred to in the majority of answers creasingly large extent the individual s passive 
in our survey. or active participation in social and cultural

T . . , life. These relations are preponderant in the
, ,a s . '  ’ 1 1(lre . ,s t ie * urd function—the day-to-day culture of our contemporary society.

u ^  opmen o t ie personality. This enables \ye must bevvare 0f aq the existing theories
ic in ivi ua to free himself from the automa- which give an abstract explanation of the rela-

1 and everyday action. It equips tionship between society and culture. All these 
i i', r l / l " 1 eran •+ reer P a lp a t io n  m the theories date from a period when the pheno- 
1 k °. K community and foi a disinterested mena with which we are now concerned had 

ie body, the sensibility, the reason, not become so apparent as they are today ;
t ■ jn  j. eX.on piactical and technical they should therefore be reconsidered on the

I ‘f ’ , • ° ei.s llin. ,ne,v'r P°ssibl]ities for basis 0f a practiCal sociology of the real and
\  -v c8^ati°n in the life of recreational, possible leisure of an industrial and democra- 

, u,ia an social groups. It enables him to tic civilization. These remarks are applicable 
develop freely the aptitudes acquired at school t0 all theories, irrespective of their postulates 
n i ,nn nia' y ?l'tS,npP,ed by the  continuous (democratic or aristocratic, individualistic or 

el f U r °  H°tCI? -  .It promotes coi]ective) or of their authors (K. Mannheim 
w th fheP s ? o f L h i1Ve f  i m C0nnexl0r or Ortega y Gasset, Toynbee or Plekhanov).
nfnn uinn ? !j n °  °J- T  ?0U[CCS ° f If*  cultural theory is to be alive, it must cor- mformation (press, him, radio, television). respond not only (Q a set of va]ues, but also t0

it can create new forms of voluntary learn- the manner in which those values are put into
mg all tinough a lifetime. It can produce in- practice by the different social classes or catc- 
novating and creative forms of conduct. For gories. Today, this culture depends more and 
instance, it can lead the individual, liberated more on the ideals of leisure and leisure-time 
Irom his professional obligations, to accept activities.
freely-chosen disciplines with a view to the n  j . • . • , , ,
complete development of his personality, in 0ut S  'dTect^ actTare"? U y liiV e taccordance with a personal and social style of +T airect ideas and acts aie l iiiv alive to
life. This function is less often encountered th£ ”7  d‘fficVltle.s 7  thf>' mus,t oyercomethan ihe nrpvinnc „„„ u , u c • ‘ ■ m order to implant an idea so firmly m the
portancc for popular culture ‘ ° ^  im‘ minds of the masses that win bccomc a driv- Tl ing force. Evening parties, week-ends and

ksc three functions are interdependent, holidays also have a content of ideas with
uicv are closely related even when they are motive power. It is not only the lack of
oHif veu to one another ; for they come into enthusiasm or competence on the part of social 
, 7  r veryinf  degrees, in all situations or cultural organizers which explains the ex-

01 a umian beings. They can succeed tremely serious cases of civic or political in- 
>» u. aiiothc1 or coexist. They reveal them- difference.asm ightbeinferredfrom thecount- 
iciJim- h,1,11.'- 01 siimtiltaneously in the same less confessions and stereotyped self-criticisms 

ation , they often overlap to such an which have always accompanied their failures.
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It is by no means certain that a new system can unanimously at a plenary meeting, it  con-
resolve all these problems, but it is at least tained, in particular, the following suggestions:
permissible to assume that profound and „T . r , 1t ,
obscure changes take place in the hearts of In every country they [adult education 
men of all classes as a result of these apparent- specialists] should assist in the establish- 
ly pointless leisure-time pursuits. ™en or, development of research institutes

r  v in which economists, sociologiste, psycholo-
Teams for Action and Research gists and other social scientists would co-

What conclusions are to be drawn ? Edu- operate with adult education leaders and
cators have to resolve the most difficult pro- workers in conducting research for, on and
blem in the whole history of education, namely, cultural action.
how to raise permanently the cultural level of Unesco shold give its support to interna-
all social strata in accordance with the increa- tional associations, meetings or working
singly complex needs of social development parties organized for the development of a
and by means of the most varied types of ecti- sociology of adult education...They would
vity, namely leisure-time pursuits. This pro- co-ordinate national research. They would,
blem will be resolved only if professional edu- from time to time, carry out comparative
cators, popular leaders, those in charge of mass research on the most important problems
communication, and other responsible members involved in providing more extensive know-
of the community form a common front. We iedge and culture for adults ileisure and
advocate a reformed system of education poputar culture, development of the perso-
suitable for people of all ages. In tackling this nality among yuung people, co-ordination
problem, teams should resort both to inven- of the constructive work of the mass media
tion and to axperiment. and of cultural groups...)” .1

In the Spring of 1954, a congress of educa- To study leisure with a view to raising the 
tois and sociologists was held under Unesco’s cultural level of the various social groups 
auspices, at Wegimont (Belgium), with a view means keeping an increasingly close watch over 
to promoting such experiments. all the positive or negative, spontaneous or

Since 1956, comparative research on leisure intentionally produced changes that occur 
and popular education has been proceeding. It Tins necessitates the constant collaboration of 
was launched jointly bv Unesco’s three intrena- the organizer of social and culture activities 
tional institutes : the Unesco Institute for Edu- "'!> >.lhe R e a l i s t  in the social science aspect 
cation, the Unesco Youth Institute and the ot leisure.
Unesco Social Sciences Institute. The first However, such an experiment in active col-
results, relating to six towns in Denmark, iah0ration, which has been going on since 
binland, Prance, the Federal Republic of 1952 has convinced us that all co-operation
Germany Poland and Yugoslavia, have already would be impossible or of no avail if the
been published . The recent World Confe- research worker were unfamiliar with the 
rence on Adult Education (Montreal 1960) conditions and theoretical processes of short- 
proclaimed in more general terms the need to term and lone-term research. Firstly, it is
work through the social sciences in order to desirabie for The sociologists to take part in
obtain a better knowledge of the conditions the different kinds of cultural activities ; and 
governing the development of adult education secondlyj the administrators and educators who 
m the different types of societies. participate in research must receive a practical

A recommendation concerning the social and theoretical training in psycho-sociological 
sciences and cultural development was present- observation. l o  enable tins work to be 
ed by Canada, France, the Federal Republic of conducted on a national scale, we consider it 
Germany, Italy, Rumania, the United States useful to train certain people responsible for 
of America and Yugoslavia and was adopted practical work as research assistants at three

levels of cultural activity :
(1) JofFre Dumazedier: “Loisir ouvrier on

Europe”, published in the e v u e  R f r a n c a i s e  d e  S o c i o l o g i c  (1) Unesco, S e c o n d  W o r l d  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  A d u l t

(1-63) and—passim—in C i v i l i s a t i o n  d u  l o i s i r ,  317 pages, E d u c a t i o n .  Educational Studies and Documents. No,
Ediitonsdu Seuil, 27 rup Jacob, Paris be. 46, 1963.
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(a) At the basic action level: organizer- ing certain principles of psycho-sociological 
observers are chosen and trained for assignment training into all their courses for the training of 
as Directors or supervisors of experimental key personnel.’
work conducted in accordance with research At the national and regional adminis-
needs. Their work makes ,t possible to verify P  level. the aim is to create anew  
the main statistical data of administrative ™ d the t of public and private
surveys by local cross-checking, based on a j  . . . F ... f; r ^..apniyntinnsystematic or random choice For an active administrations responsible for the oigamzation systematic 01 lanaom cnoice. ro r an active ofIeisure A certain proportion of adminis-
research group, they tend to be permanent 01 . P sPociologicai training
correspondents of a type different from those t0 carry out their
of institutes concerned with sample surveys or w, . . . . .  0 „ -+v, „r»at/r affinipnrvmarket research. They are both educational admmis; rative surveys with greater afficiency.
organizers and sociological assistants. They Wl11 thus be better able 1

(b) At the level of training key personnel: (1) to give real sociological value to part
the organizers of basic action are trained by of the administrative documentation ;
primary and secondary school teachers at (2) t stimulate and guide local and
seminars or schools. We are trying to introduce regional research ;
scientific principles of socio-cultural dynamics 6 , . .
into the training of these instructors and (3) to contribute to a permanent admims- 
teachers. Monographs on leisure are prepared trative sociology of education.
b> the future teachers, who are destined to j cf. Courses for the training of adult educators
organize the basic action of the cultural leisure jn ^  application of the social sciences to the cultural (
associations. In several youth and culture development of local communities, 27 rue Cassette,
groups, national instructors are now introduc- Paris 6e.
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'lS® "Education is an Important I
I f  Factor of Planning |

M l  —Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru |

If you concur with him it is up to you to see to it that importance |  
wSk due to education is given to it 1 ! |

And you can do it best by providing the educational institutions |  
not so much with big buildings, but with necessary Teaching Aids. In |

" this connect,on we> as b̂e pi°neer Bhartiya manufacturers of Plain, ^
- Graph, Out Line Maps, Copy-line, Music and Dotted Roll-up Black |

Boards, offer you our hand of cooperation. We have 40 years of |  
educational service at our back and cater to the needs of Adult, Social, |

|  Community and Block Development Education! ! |

•  For FREE Illustrative Literature Please write to :

Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd.,. :

P.O. Box No. 24, i
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Sydney Sem inar Sets Up 
Asian and South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education

UNESCO Regional Seminar on the role outlined problems of adult education in areas 
of schools and Universities in the develop- of Asia.
ment of adult education was held in Sydney The findings of the Commissions of the 

from Jan. 18 to Feb. 1, 1964. Seminar will be published in detail in our April
Mr. J.L.J. Wilson of Australia was the issue.

Director, Mr. Arnold Hely of Adelaide Uni- „ .
versity, acted as Assistant Director and Mr. World Conference
George Shipp of W.E.A. Australia as Secretary The Seminar recommended that UNESCO 
General. should convene the World Conference on Adult

Forty six delegates and nine experts were Education in 1968 and this Conference should 
divided into tvvo commissions one dealing with be preceded by a Regional Conference on Adult 
the role of Universities in adult education and Education in India in 1966. 
the second with the part schools can play in The Seminar also deviced to set up the Asian 
adult education. Prof. S.G. Raybould was and South Pacific Bureau of Adult Education 
elected the Chairman of the University Com- to act as a Clearing House for the region, 
mission, Mr. S.C. Dutta, of the Indian Adult ring out a quarterly News-Letter, keep liaison 

a Association as the Vice-Chairman with UNESCO, International N.G^O. and other
ancl f*1'0 ' • Dakin of New Zealand as Rapporteur, international bodies concerned with develop- 
Mr. Ottman Bin Ali of Malaysia was elected ments in the region and cooperate and colla- 
m Chairman of the School Commission, Mr. borate with agencies for holding regional Con- 
Visconde of Phillippines, as Vice-Chairman and ferences and Seminars in the region. Mr. S.C. 
Mr. Paul Luke of WCOTP as Rapporteur. Dutta (India) was elected Chairman, Mr.

Opening the Seminar, the Australian Federal Arnold Hely (Australia) as Secretary-Treasurei 
Cabinet Minister charged with matters relating ana Prof. I.W. Hughes (HongKong) as Editor 
to education and research, Senator J.G. Gorton, of the News-Letter.

Delhi Mayor To Head Reception Committee single-fare double-journey concession and a 
{Continued from  page 1) reception committee with Shri Nuruddin

. Ahmed as Chairman and Shri N.R. Gupta as
Others who will address the Conference are : Secretary has been set up to made the necessary
Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao on Adult Education for arrangements for the Conference. The other 

social and Economic Development ; Secretaries of the Committee are Shri J P
A , Desbmukh on Universities and Chaturvedi, Shri Kedarnath and Shri Mahaian
Adult Education ; _ J

Shri S. K. Dey on Social Education and All those intending to participate in the 
Panchayati Raj. Conference are requested to enroll themselves

Shri Kamaraj Nadar has been invited to as le g a te s  by remitting Rs. 5/- as fees to the 
preside over the address on Adult Education for H°n. Secretary of the Association by February 
Democratic Citizenship which Shri Lai Bahadur ^0.
Shastri has been requested to deliver. Shri "
Jayaprakash Narayan has been invited to pre- (Continued Jrom page 8)
side over the Session which Shri Dey will Finally, we learned that industrial manage- 
address. Dr. D.S. Kothari is expected to preside ment was on the whole much more sympathetic
over the meeting to be addressed by Dr. Rao to our purposes than we had over imagined
and Shri R.G. Saiyidain is expected to speak at they would be, and that the supply of" high 
the Symposium on Adult Education Today. quality students was seemingly inexhaustible.

Dr. T.A. Koshy will be the Director of the There is no doubt in my mind that there is a
Seminar. lastingjob to be done and that it is our business

The Railway Board has made available to do it.
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A t, t h e  e r o s s - r o a d s  o f  h i s t o r y
we face the challenge o f social transform ­
ation. Only an enlightened people can 
meet its dem ands. W hat answer does t
adult education have to  equip people to  S j h j p r  J u b i l e e  C o i l  f  eT C U C e  
cherish freedom  and enrich it ? W hat has ' J  J
been its record since independence ? W hat ~ ,
are the problem s in its way ? fS llU lO e V

These are some of the questions that 
Sardar Sohan Singh, form erly D irector of 
the N ational Fundam ental Education
Centre, now head o f the Books for Asian ^ S i a t  l l i o i t .  m u s t  w e  d o  ?  
S tudents Program m e of the Asia Founda- S iace*th ’ Association was founded twenty- 
tion examines on pages la n d  19. .On page 5 f  ears a ao , fifteen years o f freedom

rtV  G ener?1 Secretary a n d {e n o f  planning have wrought m any
of the Indian Adult Education Association, h in the setting in which the
traces the attem pts o f the Association Asso*iation has to  function. W hat should

/  ^ lf^ lss^ e s a n d s h a Pe p ,uPllc pohcie* the Association do to  m ake adult educa- 
“ 5 .  C * Nf nava«y m his persona tion  effective in this setting ? 
capacity, analyses the role ot social
education in com m unity developm ent on
page 15 ... Vo S. M athur, D irector of This is the question which U. N. Phadnis 
the IC F T U ’s Asian T rade U nion College. asks an page 27. Com m enting on his 
addresses him self to the problem  of note are 1 j m p . Bhattacharjee, D irector, 
w orkers’ education on page 21. Program m es Evaluation O rganisation in

th e C Planning Commission, Sugata D as 
Gupta, D irector o f the Instruction W ing o f

—---------- ----- ---------- ------------------------ the N ational Institu tion o f C om m unity
Development, Sitaram  Jaiswal, R eader in 

Editorial Board Education, Lucknow University, P . C.
D r. m . s. Mehta Sharm a, Assistant Educational Advisor in

Shri Maganbhai D e s a i the U nion M inistry o f Education, and
Shri J. c. M a th u r . r.c.s. Rajni Kothari, D irector o f the C entre fo r

Dr. T. A. Koshy Study of Developing Societies, an institu-
Shri // P. Saksena. tion  sponsored by the Association.
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Landmarks in the movement

Adulf education at cross-roads
T HE post-Independence story of adult education in

India may well begin with the 14th meeting of The history o f  adult education—
the Central Advisory Board of Education in the we wjjj m e  broad term to include

early days of January 1948. Realizing that adult • » pducatinn— ran hp dividpd intoeducation had become “imperative” as a result of social education can DC d l\idea into
Independence, the Board set up at its opening three periods. The first period, 124/-
meeting a committee under the chairmanship of 52, was one o f enthusiasm and ex-
Shri Mohan Lai Saxena to make its recommenda- ploration. The second period 1952-58,
tions on the subject. The Saxena Committee was that o f  Steady development. The

P ' 8 M 'i  P*>od starting from early I95S,
r*\ ka i* a j ,, _  • through which we are now passing,(a) Adult education should comprise literacy , , b .. r  ^  r  •

and general education; has been generally one o f  confusion.
(b) A three-year programme should be launched and frustration, says Sardar Sohan

immediately and in the course of 5 years Singh.
illiteracy should be reduced by 50% ; _ - - -J

(c) A variety of human resources should be Education Conference at its meeting held on
pressed into the service of this programme : December 30, 1948, had already pleaded with the
school and coliege teachers and students, Government not to harm the progress of education
government employees and industrial on this plea. But the plea was not heard and the
employers; whole scheme collapsed after nearly Rs. 60 lakhs

(d) The Central and Provincial Governments had been given as grants to the Provincial Govern-
should provide funds at the rate of one anna ments for commitments already made, 
per illiterate person for financing the pro­
gramme; and Y ears of exploration

(c) The media and method of adult education However, the enthusiasm created in these years,
should be varied and comprehensive—radio, without doubt, gave a lasting push forward to adult 
films, open-air theatres, clubs, group dis- education in India. For example, the number of 
missions, people’s colleges, etc., should all literacy classes and the number of men and women 
be utilized in the interest of adult education. enrolled in them never went below the level attained

during the years. Again, all State Governments set 
F i n a n c i a l  stringency up administrative units for social education, which,

inspite of vicissitudes of fortune, continue to this
The Saxena Committee’s final report was accept-

ed by the CABE at its 15th meeting in January 1949. ' . , ,
Immediately, a Guide Plan on the basis of the These years also gave an individuality to adult 
recommendations of the Saxena Report was pre- education in India. The Saxena Committee itseJr
Pared in the Ministry and considered by the Con- helped in this decision by broadening ie 
ference of Education Ministers held in New Delhi concept of Indian adult education 1 he compre- 
on February 19 and 20, 1949. This Conference hensive concept was publicly enunciated by Maulana 
took a number of decisions and desired that a sum Azad at a Press Conference in c\\ e 1 eai > m 
°f Rs. 1 crore should be earmarked for promotion 1948, when he_ baptised it foimallv as Social 
of “social education”—by this time the term had Education”, defining it as education diiected to-
£°me into vague. The Conference of Provincial wards the production of consciousness of citizenship
Social Education Officers, which met on July 27, among the people and promotion of social solidarity
^  spelled out the decisions of the February among them.” The con tent of this new^conceptmvas
Conference in «reater detail. soon to be spelled out m Etawah and Madhya

rx Pradesht, ny the time the Provincial Government sent up ' . „ . .. ,V1
mm Scllemes to the Ministry of Education in These were also the years of exploration. Bihar

C o n fu ta tio n  of the decision taken at the July tried to build up adult education through educational
strinf«rCnce’ the cold and clammy hands of “financial institutions. Mysore and YVest Bengal emphasised

began to make ‘ themselves felt on the traditional folk arts and traditional groups like yatras,
enttal finances8 Indeed, the sixth All India Adult hhajem mandalm and yakshagams. Delhi went tor

l



Th e  m ovem ent com es of age
an elaborate audio-visual complex, described by the In 1952-53. the Ministry drew up the first Five- 
poet in Maulana Azad as “ the Caravan of Know- Year Plan of Educational Development. Social 
ledge”. Bombay set up a network of rural libraries, education had its due place in it. Four schemes in 
Madras utilized camps; but its lasting contribution that Plan are worthy of notice here. “Scheme No. 1” 
remained its Library Law enacted in 1948 under the projected important educational institutions in small 
enlightened leadership’of its then Education Minister, areas— equivalent to what later came to be known 
Shri Avinashalingam Chettiar. It was, however, in as blocks. Three of the institutions were related to 
the famous “Etawah Project” in U.P. and in the adult education—five community centres, one Janata 
elaborate work in Madhya Pradesh that the lines of College and one “integrated library service” in each 
social education along which it was to develop after area, “Scheme No. 3” provided for publication of 
1952 were first laid down. The deliberations of the literature for neo-literates by the State Governments. 
International Seminar of South-East Asian Region In “Scheme No. 4” the State Governments were 
on Rural Adult Education for Community Action, promised assistance for setting up district and State 
sponsored jointly by the Government of India and libraries, school-cum-community centres and training
Unesco, held at Mysore from Nov. 2, to Dec. 4, of social education workers. Then there was the
1949, also helped in this direction. famous “Scheme No. 6”, under which grants were

given to voluntary organisations for developing their 
Seeds of confusiom social educational activities.

Two institutions set up experimentally dufing Th acflievem ents under the schem e in the first
this period deserve to be mentioned. One was the p) 1 wer I  f X w  the scheme in the first
Janata College. In 1947 the Mysore State Adult Flan were as 1o1Iows •
Education Council set up a Vidyapeeth on the lines Scheme No. 1
of Danish Folk High Schools. The Unesco Seminar Expenditure No. of
recommended the development of institutions of this R-s- iQ Lakhs institutions
type. As a result, the Government of India set up set UP
a Janata College at Alipur in 1951. Later, during Model Community Centres 20.92 160
the next period, more Janata Colleges were set up. Integrated Library Service 11.91 25
Unfortunately, however, social pressures in India Janata Colleges 33.00 23
have not permitted this institution to develop along Scheme No. 3
the lines its authors had intended. Publication of Literature

The second institution, the Delhi Public Library, for neo-literates 0.51 —
was set up by the Government of India with Scheme No. 4
Unesco’s cooperation in Oct. 1951. It grew rapidly Setting up of State
to take its position as the “busiest public library in Central Libraries 103.89 8
Asia” . And though the library failed in one of its Setting up of District
ostensible functions of serving as a model for the Libraries 33.43 143
State Governments to follow, its success as an adult Scheme No. 6
education institution is not bedimmed thereby. This Assistance to voluntary
period also saw the growth of literature for neo- educational organisations 26.58 60
literates as a special aspect of social education in
India. At the Centre, the Ministry of Education p j an im pact
subsidized Jamia in bringing out over 1.7 million F
copies of booklets on various subjects, specially Later, another scheme, that for providing employ- 
written for adult. In Madhya Pradesh the fortnight- ™ent to the educated unemployed as teachers and 
ly Prakash started publication in October 1948 and social education workers, was added to the Plan, 
its 50,000 Hindi and 40,000 Marathi copies were Under this scheme the State Governments employed 
distributed free to social education centres in the 2,000 workers for promotion of social education in
State. Similarly, nearly 50 booklets and folders were urban areas- The Government of India contributed
printed in the two languages and distributed to the 50% f°r *be workers salaries and Rs. 100 per woiker 
Centres. Bihar also had a programme of publication Per year as contingent expenditure, 
of literature for neo-literates. In the second and third Plans this distintictive

Two events happened in 1952 which had a great pattern of the first Plan was not continued. But, 
impact on adult education in India—the launching generally speakers, the institutions set up during the 
of the Five-Year Plans and the Community Projects. ®rst Pian continued.
These helped to expand adult, education and The adult education work of the Ministry of 
integrate it more closely with the administrative Education was certainly not confined to the frame- 
structurc of the country. Strangely, they also sowed work of the Plan. Wc will mention here only some 
the seed'; ol confusion in the next period. of the, more important of its activities during the



A d v a n c e s  a l o n g  n e w  p a t h s
period under three heads—social education, libraries, plan of library development and financing the 
and production of literature. development through a library cess, with matching

. Social Education. During the early 50’s, Unesco contributions from the State and Central Govern- 
tried to expand its fundamental education pro- ments-
gramme and one of its major planks was that of In the brief space here, w7e can mention only two 
girdling the globe with 12 international centres for of the many schemes of the Central Ministry of 
training fundamental education workers. The scheme Education in this field, 
eventually collapsed under its own financial weight .
before it had a chance to be materialised. One of Reading m aterial
the international centres was to be set up in India In 1951, the Ministry had called a conference of 
and before Unesco put up its hands, the Ministry of educationists and social workers in New Delhi to 
Education had its plans ready. The Centre was consider the production of reading material for 
duly set up in 1956, and the withdrawal of Unesco “Neo-literates.” Subsequently, the Government 
only served to give it its name of National Funda- appointed a committee on social education literature, 
mental Education Centre. Before its merger in the One of the projects which arose out of the recom- 
National Council of Educational Research and mendations of the committee was materialised in 
Training, the Centre had trained 93 district officers 1953, when the Ministry of Education launched its 
in charge of social education and had completed 4 nrst prize scheme, under which a prize-winning 
research projects. author was awarded Rs. 500; 1,000—later 1,500—

In the problem of the massive illiteracy of the copies of each prize-winning book were purchased 
country, the educational problems of the not-fully for distribution to schools, libraries and social edu- 
educated tend to be forgotten. To remedy this lop- cation centres in various States. Five of the authors 
sidedness, the Ministry of Education intended to were selected every year for additional prizes of 
encourage the growth of adult schools in the third Rs. 500 each. Their books were translated in 
Plan. However, it wanted to prepare the ground by regional languages other than the ones in which they 
sponsoring research in the syllabus and grades of were written. By 1961, the ninth year of the 
adult schools. In July 1957, the Research, Training scheme, authors of 307 books in 13 regional
and Production Centre of the Jamia Millia was languages had been awarded prizes, out or whom j .
asked to do the research which it completed in 1961. in ten regional languages had won additional prizes.

. Later, in 1958 and 1959, similar schemes for award-
“ lan for libraries ing prizes to authors and bulk purchase of prize-

Another neglected field was sought to be tackled winning books evolved by Unesco and the Ministry
by special social education institutes for industrial of Community Development and Cooperation gra-
workers. The scheme was ready in 1957, but the vitated into this scheme.
peculiar set-up in the Ministry of Education after In 1953, the Ministry of Education accepted the 
1957 succeeded in holding back its implementation assistance of the Ford Foundation in running 
until 1960, when a workers’ institute was set up at literacy workshops for training authors in writing 
Indore. A scheme for encouraging adult education for “neo-literate,” that is, in simple language. Three 
in the neglected urban areas was never allowed to be workshops were held in 1953 and a fourth in 1954. 
implemented. Later on a scheme was evolved to run four such

During the first Plan a large number of district workshops every year in the various states on a 
libraries were set up in the States. But the libraries mono-lingual basis. During 1953-58, 18 workshops 
only partially served their objective, because there were organised in which about 360 authors were 
was no institution in the country to train personnel trained.
for public library work. Accordingly, after pro- . „
longed negotiations a Library Institute was set up I*1® Ministry of Educa 10 , , ,-  ̂ .
at the Delhi University with financial assistance through other agencies, also broug 0_ htuature 
from the Government of India. The work of the for social education workers. During the period it. 
Institute was in 1963 absorbed in the Library brought out 9 books as follows . 
department of the University. 1. Handbook of Education for Social Educa-

In September 1953, the Indian Adult Education tioffi ^ohan Singh. !t ran lllto 3 edltl0ns
Association held a seminar in Delhi on “Libraries in 1952, 1953 and 1 L - .
m Social Education ” Accepting one of the recom- 2. Writing Books for Adults, by Jagdish Singh, 
mendations of the seminar, the Government of India 1952. "
SfaUSna W ? itteet0 advise tilc Governmen1 wlc'’ 3. All India Report on Social Education on its library policy The committee started its 1947-51 1953
work m August 1957 and submitted its report in . '  . ’ , 1Q„
November, 1958. its chief features were : a 25-year 4. Libraries in India, by Sohan Singh. FDJ.
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D e t e r r e n t s  t o  . g r o w t h
5. Teaching Adults to Read and Write, by ready to rupture. While social education was the

Mushtaq Ahmed. putative child of Education Departments, it was
6. Social Education in India, by Sohan Singh adoPted by the Community Development Depart­

in g  ments and the two parents seldom saw the destiny
_ D. ' , .. , tt j U of the child in identical terms.7. Bibliography of Hindi and Urdu Drama, by

Mohd. Khaliq. Relapse into oblivion
8. Rural Recreation, by Shri Chaube. On Dec. 20, 1952, while inaugurating the third
9. Literature for neo-literature. 1955. National Seminar of the Indian Adult Education

/" ' * ’ ~ t a- Association, Prime Minister Nehru said : “ If the
During this period the Government of India Five.Year p]an is really going to be given effect from

ei Vi T y,h°rf niSa,0nS , '"p t^ 1« , l°,Cial today, then it is essential that there should be a solideducation woik to the tune of nearly Rs. 43.8 lakhs. founfc tion of social education.” This solid founda-
The other important event of 1952-53, was the tion was supposed to have been laid during 1952-53

launching of the Community Development Pro- in the shape of social education as an integral part
gramme. The programme is administered in areas of the community development set-up. The firmness
of about 100 villages, called development blocks, of this setting proved to the illusory. But for a
through a more or less standarised staff set-up. few years it seemed to all that the going was good.
Two members of the block staff are social education The cracks appeared at the first strain, unexpectedly,
organisers—one man and one woman. The Ministry when the Balwantrai Mehta Committee’s Report in
of Education participated in the various groups 1957 fust expressed, though not in quite a forthright
working under the aegis of the Planning Com- manner, its doubts about the role of the social
mission which gave shape to social education work education organisers.

development areas. For some Maulana Azad died and his place in the
^organiser Ministry of Education was filled by one who was no,

S e t t e r  " o n  ° rganiSer' The pr0,a8anis,S ° f L o w T i n  the new seluTaduK X cation  “ f.me tatter view won. f^red grievously. The scheme for workers’ education
Conflict of purposes was delayed and that of social education in urban

p,._m e *1 areas was never allowed to come up. There were
.. .  • . f r  ‘ * ° f  *1C programme the other setbacks too; not the least among them was
fo r t h / t r a inink'llf cnrioi eJ e o p m c n t set Vp cenlres the non-implcmcntation of the report of the Librarieslor the training ot social education organisers. The . , • r ' 1
centres were of three types, general centres for Advisoiy Committee.
training all social education organisers, centres f o r -----
training women social education organisers (later
named Mukhya Sevikas), and a centre for training
social education organisers to work in tribal areas.
By 1962, there were 3 centres for training men | i  t  A r  *1 t  P A  H  H  1
S.E.O.s, 5 for training Mukhya Sevikas, and 5 for JLj  1 l  O i  cl (L 1 - IL U- CP JJ  1
training both S.E.O.s and Mukhya Sevikas.

In 1952, the development areas were called 
community projects and for every three projects a |
Chief Social Education Organiser was appointed. I l l c l i v C
In 1953-54 the projects shed their initial experimental 
character and became blocks in a regular National 
Extension Service. Henceforth the blocks were to
be administrative units. That being so, there was A 13  , “
no place in the new set-up for Chief Social Education 1  1’ O  ff  f  6  S  8  1 V C
Organisers. Accordingly, the Ministry of Education ^
evolved in 1955-56 a scheme for the appointment of
District Social Education Officers and Joint/Deputy
Directors of Social Education. By the end of j \ |  _ * * . .. n
March 1959 there were nearly 100 such officers in i l l  d  L I  t i l l
the districts.

During the years 1952-1955 social education 
acquired a peculiar set-up, which contained strains 
within itself, which later came out as visible seams,
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Moulding the movement

Conferences in retrospect
THE Indian Adult Education An important contribution of the Association to the develop-

Association came into ment of the Adult Education movement in the country has been
existence on December 2, its effort to mobilise opinion to shape public policies consistent

1939, when the second All-India with the demands of the movement.
Adult Education Conference To achieve this, the Association convenes annual conferences
held at Bhagalpur, in Bihar, where adult education workers from all over the country ex-
tormally decided to f orm the change experiences, review the progress of the movement and
association and approved its offer constructive suggestions to make the movement more
constitution. Sir Rustam Masani effective.
presided. The first Adult Educa- _ ... ' . 0. . c, ~ TT „ , -
tion Conference. held in In this article, Shn S.C. Dutta, the Honorary Secretary of the
Delhi on March 11. 1938 had Association, reviews the conferences convened by the Associa-
brought together for the5 first tion an<* analyses how they have influenced the movement.
time Adult Education workers _________ _______________________________________________
from all parts of the country.
Since then 18 conferences have especially those who have not Adult Education. It said in a 
been organised throughout the bad opportunities of education resolution: “With the attain-
length and breadth of the during their early life, so that ment of political freedom in 
country. Four conferences were they may attain to the fullness of India, the question of Adult 
held between 1938 and 1946. their physical, mental and spiri- Education for more than 300 
After Independence, these Confe- tual stature and that it regards million villagers has assumed 
rences have been * an annual literacy, arts, crafts, literature, a new importance and it is 
feature. In 1962, the Chinese science, technology, vocational necessary to make every man and 
aggression prevented the holding training and all other forms of woman conscious o f its urgent 
of" our 19th conference in instruction as not in themselves significance and resolve to take 
Gauhati in Assam education, but only means of active part in his her education” .
C oncents darifv developing the latent talents and Horizons widenconcepts c ia ray  potentialities of our nature. The c  f asked educa_

The conferences have provid- At the Trivandrum Conference t- , aeenc;es to nav due regard 
ed a common platform for Adult (1964) held under the president- f [  while °for-
Education workers to come ship of'M r K G  Saiyidain, the 
together and to exchange task before Adult Education gramme| . 
views and experiences on the workers was fairly and squarely .. . ,
various aspects of Adult Educa- stated in a resolution which said : ' Adult Education is larger
tion. They have served to focus “In view of the democratic con- than literacy and literacy should 
the attention of the people and stitution that is being evolved not be regarded as the best or 
the Government on the need for for India, and the immediate /.n3.v,ltab.® starting pom. of
Adult Education and helped in need for educating the illiterate Adult Education in the prevailing 
clarifying ideas about its aims masses in the full content of circumstances of the countiy. 
and objectives. The Conferences citizenship and the imperative “Adult Education must aim 
have also helped in developing need to develop in them the ability at enabling the common man to 
the concept of Adult Education to think, appraise and judge for live a richer life in all its aspects— 
in the light of the changing needs themselves, educational authori- social, economic, cultural and 
of a rapidly developing society. ties in India should discharge moral. For this purpose Adult 

The ve.rv first conference held their primary responsibility in Education must definitely envisage 
in 10?8 enunciated the concept of the matter by immediately for- all adult centres as social centres, 
in 1WS enuucia stated that mutating comprehensive schemes interested primarily m providing
Adult Education. , , of Adult Education and working social, recreational and cultural
“this Conference & them out with devotion so that facilities for the people and must
whole sphere of llUn 1 n_ the prevalent illiteracy and endeavour to develop their
India, both in town ana . ,  ignorance maybe liquidated in powers of initiative, judgment
try, as providing scope to as s{lort a time as possible.” and integrity as citizens.

.  The Conference, held "White a treat deni of cm-
fullest personal development of after we had achieved Indepen- phasis will naturally be placed
the men and women of India, dence, spelled out the concept of on the education of the illiterate,
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Village schools as centres of
"i _ _  u .  raents to organise and co-ordinate

B B f * V B mB I I | i I B B B * 1 B 1; the scheme of university exten-
*  sion lectures at different levels

Adult Education should not it was stated : “It is essential to sc*ent'^c anc*
merely confine its attention to make village schools the instru- P 1 ^
this class but should cover the ment of development. The The Departments should study 
various forms of further or con- schools should increasingly de- the needs of the different sections 
tinuation education in particular velop and function as community of the society for “further educa- 
through lectures, seminars, discus- centres of the locality with tion” or “continuation’ classes 
sion groups, arts, crafts and music responsibility of meeting the at diflerent levels and submit the 
clubs, people’s colleges and other needs and requirements of the results of such studies to their 
agencies which need to be community, including the educa- own university, other educational 
developed in India in the light tion of children”. In a reso- authorities, Government and 
of her special needs.” lution it had said that “this voluntary organisations engaged

About literacy, the 1939 will give the schools and the in social education.
Conference said that “it should teachers their rightful place in Another function of the 
satisfy the following minimum t îe reconstruction and develop- Departments should be the in­
standard : reading and under- ment the country.” vestigation of the possibilities (as
standing of the "meaning of a Women in the picture resources permit) at suitable
simple passage corresponding to vvo iueum iu i, p iviuiu places of establishing educational
the standard in the second reader The Association devoted much centres, colleges or institutes for 
used in that area ; writing of a attention to women’s education, providing education to workers 
simple passage to dictation or a The Calcutta Conference held in and farmers (e. g. the Ruskin 
simple letter; filling in the 1953 recognised “the potentialities College, Oxford, or institutions 
common postal forms ; and inherent in educated womenhood on the lines of the Folk-High
manipulating the first four com- and expressed its firm belief that Schools of Denmark or Educa-
pound rules for small sums of by educating our women, we can tional Settlements, and with aims 
money and the common measures very substantially solve the pro- similar to those of Toynbee Hall, 
of weight in use in the locality.” blem of our national education,” Oxford House, Cambridge House, 

w ' and urged all concerned “to take London, or Hull House, Chicago.
Focus shilts up the programme of Adult They should aiso undertake

About the post-literacy course, Education for women as a matter research in the field of Social
the Conference said that it of priority.” Education in its various phases
“should lead the adults to a Earlier in 1939, it was stated and olfer opportunities where
stage corresponding to the 5th that for women courses should possible to young scholars for 
standard and literacy should be be organised which should equip obtaining research degrees on the 
considered to be effective only them for their primary task of basis of such studies.

reached.’"1*’ ^  l “  « » '•  «f universities
In 1958, at .lie Lucknow M u t a f t a l o  iu  to aT! L  u°nteS.fes o?” 1heConference, the Association went the home may help to raise its ex ]e f the British d

a step forward to advocate the economic level. American universities in this
setting up ol Adult Schools. A The Association had all along sphere and pleaded for the
resolution passed by the Con- urged the universities to take adoption by them of a liberal 
lerence said that “ the time has interest in Adult Education. and far-sjghted attitude for this 
come when literacy campaigns Finally, at the Aliabad Con- COUntry also. India it said, was 
should be supplemented by ference held in 1960 under the in even greater and ’ more urgent 
regular adult schools, which will presidentship of Dr. Jivraj Mehta, need 0g such se rv jce than the 
give adults who have missed the then Chief Minister of countries of the West. It was up 
ueu schooling an opportunity to Gujarat and at present India’s to the universities of this country 
•btam elementary and post- High Commissioner in London, to make their contribution in 

c ementai y education of a similar a comprehensive resolution re- meetim? this need. 
paPern to that available for commending the establishment of Another issue on which the 

lose ot the school-going age.” a Department of Adult Education Association has expressed itself 
I he Association had advocated m each university was passed. very categorically time and again 

he making of schools as centres The resolution said that it is the role of voluntary agencies 
V; .development. As early as should be the function and in the development of "Adult 

at the Patna Conference responsibility of such Depart- Education,
6



Autonomous boards to co-ordinate
n - _ mjffp m an All-India Advisory Boardvoluntary efforts should be setup.

The resolution added that the
The Hyderabad Conference, social, education activities at all integration of social education 

held in 1950 under the president- levels and to promote and assist under the Education Department 
ship of the late Mr. Shafique-ur- voluntary agencies. in the remaining States should be

S S T t f ' i n  ,  T1,e f olutio" °hn *hd'  s“S  menfof a S a V o te% x T u °i'v t 
anv scheme of adul?eduSion ° f autonomous board, passed Jy for sodal education as well as
Adult Education activities by m ufaiti a fflU- ? ' District Social Education Officers
ffieh verv natu r e i t  safd had to T f t  ena^ te ,the. official ,af nn ,cfrs for each district should be made 
s S r  r s  Sand’ 'varied S ^ y a ^ ' S i ^  £ &  ^  « * » •
interests. No single organisation xheir close co-operation, help and ti,n
could hope to satisfy such encouragement to the centres Non-officials and the State 
interests. People should be en- organised by the locality would The resolution stated that a 
abled to start projects for their not onjy gjve voluntary agencies body at the State level to 
own education. The advantage of the right place in the programme guide and promote social cduca- 
co-operative self-directed efforts Gf socjal education but also tion should be set up as early as 
in any kind of educational work secure for official efforts proper possible. Such a board should 
was too obvious to need em- response from the community, preferably be statutory and auto- 
phasis. Such efforts awakened which was so essential for their nomous, but if for any reason, 
faith among the people in them- success. this was not immediately feasible,
selves and helped recover a sense Tn ,Q„  ti„  n . i t ;  r™  an Advisory Board of Social
of personal and social signifi- £  ^ e% Z e Education might be set up as a 
cance- set up autonomous boards and transitional measure.
. . . „ said that these would function as The resolution urged

Accent on organisation central agencies to foster the greater use of non-official
“Voluntary agencies are more development of local non-official agencies for implementing 

free to use their resources with a organisations for the purpose. It social education programmes and 
minimum of restrictions and to said the general approach of the for bringing together such non­
select personnel with greater Government should be to assist official organisations at all levels 
freedom,” the conference said, people to start organisations for (block, district and state) to 
“Such agencies, however, cannot their own education with financial strengthen them as well as to 
flourish without the liberal and and other assistance from the improve the social education 
generous support of the State. State for carrying on their work. programmes through the sharing 
Through giving aid to such - of experience and pooling of
agencies Governments can make Cen tra l responsibility resources. An Adult Education
the available fu n d s much . . , , Association should be formed
farther than otherwise.” The . . ^ e Association has been ultimately to be linked with the 
Conference urned the State §ivinS a P0Sltive ,to ^he Indian Adult Education Associa- 
Govermuents a f  welS as the country^out ffie ^ m is tra t jo n  tion.
Government of India to adopt a ° f Conference, held in 1959 , Tt said that)t.he muhi-purpose
definite policy progressively to § presidentship of the character of the Gram Scwak 
help and promote voluntary ” eg_known bandhian education- should’ under no circumstances, 
agencies and give them a recog- Maeanbhai Desai the be compromised. By asking him
nised place in their scheme of f ’ M v i^  Chancellor of e to devotc 80% ot his time to 
Adult Education. S v G u j S ,  a r e s o t  « * * •> « • . * »«*>

In 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955 and ti<Ton the subject said that at fro™ this Pnnc,Ple had be™
1957, the need to recognise the National level all aspects of madc'
voluntary agencies for the pro- socjai education should be the Among those who presided 
motion of Adult Education was responsibility of the Ministry of over the conference were such 
reiterated. Education either for the purpose luminaries in the field of educa-

In 1952 at Nagpur it was sug- of direct implementation or for ti?n a» Dr, Amaranatha Jha, 
gested that an autonomous and co-ordination and that for the Sir Rustom Masani, Si Shah 
statutory board should be set up proper administration of social Suleiman, Dr. R.V. Purulekar, 
to co-ordinate the work that was education a separate Division for Dr. Jivraj Mehta, Mr Maymbhai 
being done by voluntary and Social Education, under the Desai, Mr K.G. Saiytdain, Dr
official agencies, to conduct charge of a Joint Secretary and (Continued on page 18)
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Thoughts on RecordCj

A survey of publications
DURING the 25 years of its (iii) Adult or Social Education For the last three and a half

existence, the Indian Adult in India. years, the Association has been
Education Association has (jv) Adult Education in other issuing reference lists of new

brought out the following types countries books added to the Association s
of publications : rnn„ nt nf Adult ISociall llbrary, the Jha Library. So far. Tj, . ,. , . T. lirn„i (v) Concept of Adult (So ) eight sucb jjsts jlaye been lssuecj
A Periodicals : Journal ot the education and its various ' fniinwc •
Indian Adult Education Asso- aspects.

Nation: (vi) Methods of adult educa- Ref- \ '2: ApriI-June 196° p. 3,
1940. 50, bi-monthly, total tion Ref- 3. Aug-Sept. 1960. p. 3.

issues 61. (vii) Programmes of social Ref ^  Annl'Mav' 1961° p 2
1951-59, quarterly, total issues education. W J u t y  1961 p. 2; R t f . '1..'

36. (viii) Adult/social education for April-May 1963 p. 3. Ref. 3.
1960 to date monthly—Up to special classes. Aug-Sept. 1963.

Dec. ‘63,48 issues. (ix) Training of workers. Th Association has also
Proudh Shiksha (Hindi) : (x) Administration and orga- brought out the following books :
1957-58 quarterly, total issues 4. nisation of social educa-

, tion Indian Adult Education Hand-1959—to date bimonthly. uon- , , . . p Channel
Issues brought out till Dec. The Association has described d A  B nPd D
’63-35. its work and main activities in £™d Richardson, n.d. p.

Social Education Bulletin- the following pamphalet : •
1950 bi-monthly—6 issues. —Indian Adult Education Asso- This is a collection of articles

ciation, what it is and what it by writers well known in the
1957-59 — monthly — total does 1952, p. 28. field of adult education in

issues brought out—105. ' ' ' England and India. It was pub-
n „ . . . —On to Eternity. 1959. p. 186. lished in collaboration with the
. . .  »o  ̂ i pamp . The book contains the presi- National Adult School Union of
Reports of Seminars and Work- dential addresses and resolutions Great Britain.

sh°Ps~ 15 passed at the annual conferences Kempfer; Homer & Helen.
Symposia—5. ?L ?% ^SS0CiaV°^nfc i r n L S  Selected problems in Social
Work of the Association-3. in d e r^ th e650following heads : Education 1963 p. 196
Work of the Association—3. Changing concept of adult edu- The problems dealt with are :
Work by individuals, including cation> programmes and methods Social Education & Social 

joint authors—18 of adult education, adult educa- Change, Conference planning,
tion literature, area (field) of Surveys & programme evalua- 

Books in Hindi—16. adult education, adult education tion. Each chapter has a select-
C. Directories • 4 among women, civic education, ed bibliography. The authors

research and experiment, training, compare their experience of adult
D. Abstracts : Adult Education social education and community education in the U.S., witli that 

Miscellany. Abstract series development, audio-visual aids, of social education in India.
1-4. Cyclostyled—14 issues voluntary effort and government
up to Dec. ’63. aid, planning and legislation, Proudh Shiksha, adhuml Vichar-

E. Bibliographies (cyclostyled) organisational set-up for adult dharayen ve prayog. p.
Up to Dec. ’63—15. (social) education, facilities to
Ti ■ . • f field workers, the Association’s This is a Hindi translation of

to oivn n irir-! °nf c.attemPr internal policies and women’s the Unesco publication, ‘Adult
ese nnh . i i i  ™ °pe ° f problems Education, modern trends and

dealt with under ten leads as Appendices list National practices” ^ t r ib u -
follows : Seminars and Regional Seminars t.pns from people who'have won

' a organised hv the Association high reputation in the field of
(i) Concerning the Associa- and the pub lications'and tw o adult education in the West.
.. „   ̂ memoranda issued by it during 4. Adharbhut Shiksha, niru-

i" jencta . the two decades of its work. pan aur karyakarama. 1956.
$



F a c t s ,  f i g u r e s  a nd s u r v e y s
A mirror to the movement -sock̂Education Bulletin (Vide

From 1959 the monthly
p. 97. This is Hindi translation of years later have been discussed in Journal of the Association has
the Unesco publication “Funda- —Dutta, S. C., New dimen- published news from all over the
mental education, description sions in social education, country, though less extensively.
and programme”. 1962. p. 60. The Association has also

5. Abstract 5-6. August-Sep. The pamphlet contains sec- brought out four directories :
963. “Attitude toward adult tions on social education and —Directorv nf adult

education by social class p. 3, by educational institutions- the 0 j d , ec*ucationJack London ucauonai institutions, tne agencies and workers. 1954.
ack London. community school; cooperative p. 57 (cyclostyled).

The Association has brought education and training; social Ttr *  .
out the following bibliographies education and recreation, social 1 1 , agencies ana their 
on the various aspects of adult education and the Second Plan; a61^ ™ 6 r>a j  °! 0V̂ S ' AJmer F
education : social education and the Third “ nohra 1 radesh 2, Assam 1,
Ref. 2. Nov. 18, 1960. It gives Plan;_ social education in C D . & DelldN Hvderab’d 2 MadVa 

lists of articles under tlie N.E.S. areas; social education— D j  u ’/ u  j V
following heads: aims and matrix of a new civilization; and 0 ^  3 ’ Peps^S  ’ 1 ’
objects of adult education; rev,ew of adult edoca ton Rajasthan I " "  S a i t r a ^ r f  i ’.
methods, techniques and pro- I ne period ot the Second Travancore Cochin 2 U P 1 
grammes of adult education; PJan receives specific attention Vindhya Pradesh 2 ’ and West
visen?lCy\ - ^ SearCh; r aUdi- ' “ Social education and the Bengal 12.
social eHneati ieCr,"a Ion \n Second Five-Year Plan ; a —Directory of adult (social)
education- c^r^finn symposium held at the Delhi education agencies in India.

P-W - Library. Apri! 1959. 1958. p. 75 (cydostyW,.
ment; education for general P' " R lists 68 agencies as follows:
studies. The contributors are : D. P. Andhra Pradesh 2, Assam 1,

• -i • Nayyar, M. C. Nanavatty, Ram Bihar 6, Bombay 10, Delhi 11,
a p n e r in  tu H i - 8r7 Pm-gS Lal Vcrma’ M- C- Aggarwal, Kerala 3, Madhya Pradesh 1 
WanhL foUowing biblio- M. M. L. Tandon and S. N. Madras 1, Mysore 1, Rajasthan 3,
_p  ‘ Ranade. U.P. 2, and West Bengal 27.

Ref. 5 Dec. 1960—Jan. 1961. .  . Under each agency information is
P-3. One of the best Indian studies given under the heads : Aims

- R e f  6 Feb-March 1961 o2  oP s°c,al education in one area and objecls> Activities Member-
I  Beb. March 1961. p.2. of the country ,s contained in ship. Joffic’e .bearers, Personnel,

Oct.-Nov. 1961. p. 4. —Dutta, S.C. & Kempfer, Helen : Finances and wherever possible,
—Ref. 2 June-July 1963 p. 3 and Social Education in Delhi ; Publications and Additional
—Ref. 4 Oct-Nov 1963 p 3 report of research study under- Information. Appendices give a

taken by the Indian Adult list of agencies which had not
Adult education in India Education Association. 1960. sent information or had sent

The Association has brought p.127. inadequate information, a list of
out varied material on Adult The book gives “a picture of Janata Colleges, agencies Social
Education in India. The story the Social Education Centres Education Organisers Training
of adult education in India up to functioning under three different Centres and training institutions
Independence is given in administrations (in Delhi), the *n social work.
—Sohan Singh., History of tyPesof people who come to the —Directory of adult (social)

Adult Education during the centres, the activities in which education agencies in India.
British period. 1957. p. 120. they participate, the difficulties Vol. II 1959. p. 58. (Cyclo-
Index V experienced and the suggestions styled).
a . ' , . . put forth by them and the 0;„„c +un P

h S T  fOT ‘ “  T r e ' u X  r r kZ i l ea S ” reS R E -S- Comm ii.y ifedop .—Dutta s f  c n u. etui toi participants. ment projects in Andhra Pradesh,
ten years ; 5 Social educa,n«7' Reports of activities in the Assam, Bihar, Bombay, Jammu
p. 17 ln retrospect. 195/. field of social education in & Kashmir, Kerala, Madras,
The trpnn the country are given in the Madhya Pradesh, Mysore, Orissa,

as the next five ten volumes (1950-1959) of Punjab, Rajasthan,' U.P., West
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Lessons of international experience
A window to the world S*i£S

Singh ; Future of Adult Educa-
Reneal Himachal Pradesh and Society for the Dissemination tion, by M.C. Nanavatty ;
Trinnra- lb) three official of Knowledge. Literacy in Adult Education, by
2  Pn S - C (oa\ Mines Welfare In the Abstracts we have : Mrs. Welthy Fisher, and Adult

, TvUor.v.oH T?painnal . Education—Matric of a NewOrganisation, Dhanbad, ^  —Abstract 5. August 1961. Civilization, by S.C. Dutta.
Social Education Committee, “Development of Education .
Maharashtra, Poona; and Social . Af - F(Ad lt Education)” , ~ Human VaIues in Adult Educa‘
Education Section in the Educa- S ten  from ia report on the tion a Symposium held at
tion Department, Rajasthan; deVelopment of education in 14tE A ^ m  Conference
(c) eleven non-official agencies; Africa p 2 December 1957. 1958. p. 28.
and (d) one All-India Organisa- \ Q January i962. 4t contains contributions from
tlon‘ , “Report of Commission on Ranganathan, R. M. Chet-

The Association has also Adult Education of the Con- singh, N.D. Godbole and Kesan
brought out an international ference 0f African States on Hanuman'
directory. the Development of Educa- —Social Education in Changing
—Directory of Agencies for Eon in Africa held at Addis Society ; a Symposium held

recreational and cultural Ababa on May 15-25, 1961. at the 16th Annual Confer-
activities in South East Asian p. 3 and ence in 1960-1961 p. 28.
Countries. 1957. pp. 203. _Abstract 7-8. Oct.-Nov. 1963. Contains contributions from
It lists one agency from “Adult Education in Africa— S.R. Ranganathan, Homer and

Burma, 39 from Ceylon, 4 from Some Comments” by Abbot Helen Kampfer and Sohan Singh.
Malaya, two from Pakistan and Kaplan. p. 3. The material on the subject
18. irom India, l ie  Concept of adult education from Abstracts, including that on
E m k " 3 Kerala iV M adhya The Association’s contribti- the background sociological
Pradesh 3/ Madras 15, Manipur tion to the clarification of ther theory, ,s as follows :
1. Mvsore 18. Orissa 5, Punjab 2, various aspects in the theory ot —Abstract 6. September 60
Rajasthan 7 UP. 6, West adult and social education has “Adult Education in and for
Bengal 46 and the three National mostly taken the form of sym- a free society, p. 4.
Akademies. For each agency posia; However, befoie wc —Abstract 7. October ’60.
information is given under the mention them we should like to “Human Values in Commu- 
heads : aims and objects, activi- refer to. nity Life”, p. 4.
ties, membership, office-bearers, —Ranganathan, S.R., Education _Abstract 6. September ’61.
personnel, sources of income and for Leisure. 1958. p. 127. “Community Development
‘any other information’. The nine chapter of the book project-2 sociological analy­

s t the abstracts we have an afe headed Social Educa- sis” , p. 4.
ai tide on a closely allied held. tion, Leisure, Education, Adult —Abstract 7. October ’61. “The
—Rural Community Develop- Education, Books, Literacy, changing power structure of

ment in India, by H.F. Curriculum, Methods, and a village community—a case ,
Kaufman. Abstracts 3-4. Historical. Like othei books study . p. 5.
June-July 1963. p. 3. from the pen of the author, it The material brought out by

. i ., i ( i contains a recoid o va ua -i c the Association may be grouped
Adult education in other countries thmkmg arranged in a rather under audio-visual aids, dramas,

Most of the material is con- sophisticated way. e ’)0° c - as group discussions, community 
tained in the Abstracts. However, an index. centres and community organisa-
there is one booklet : The Symposia deal with com- tjon.
Sohan Singh., Highway & Byways munity development, values and Audio-Visual

of aduU education in Russia social efocabi°n as relate o _s „ Celluloid in Indian
1957 p. 59, which gives an social change. Society. 1961 p. 41. ill,
account of adult schools, —Adult education in Community
libraries and the book trade Development; a Symposium This line booklet, among the
in Russia as well as a descrip- held at the 12th Annual Con- very few on the subject, “seeks to
tion of the work of a very ference in December 1955. discuss the role that the Indian
interesting organisation, the 1956. p. 37. documentary and feature film can



A c c e n t  on t h e  k n o w - h o w
A  p i - © l e e  l a s t ©  t e c l l l l i f f u e s  Abstract Series 4. “Commu-

*■ nity Organisation in Adult
, . . Education”. I960,

piay m sensitivismg workers in Community centres A. , „
the various fields of social sciences „  . A ,!j;act 1- April 29, 1960.
to the reconstructional needs of Community Centres. Report of Mass Education and Com- 
Indian society”. A 37-item the Second National Seminar munity Development—its
bibliography is also given. !220 iSm  2nd ^ eCember Pr°b]ems and possibilities.”
—Abstracts 10. January 1961. p. 61.’ • 11 e - • p‘ •

of ^ . i o „  a W ? Com m tSy
dreda of millions", p. 2. activitie”  . S s e S f t V  S  A b s te c ts lT d  , ,

—Abstract 1. April 1961. “Tele- education and their objectives T nm m ,5 .4' June-July 1969.
vision in Italy”, p. 5. and functions ; organisational, D 2 A-n j ty ®rSanisation.”

___a kc trn  t o A/r m / r i  ,. administrative and financial pro- . ’ p" ‘
Vk n T o ^ ayf w6 ; n Udl°: ble?ls and tbe problem ofpartici- —Abstract 8. Nov. 1960. “Com-

* , ‘ °d hast est Project pation. The recommendation of munity Organisation and a
p" *' the Seminar on the topics democratic Society”, p. 2.

Drama are als° given- ^  lo w in g  bibliographies
—Abstract 4. July 1961. “Task are also relevent to the subject, 

orivastava, S.N., Rural Drama. of clubs in adult education.” —Ref q A„mlc.+e * 
i96i. P. 63. in. P. 3. t g St‘Sept 196Lp , , Selected Literature on Volun
Perhaps the only work of its ^  ., . . tary Action” p 3

kind written by a man who won Conimun,t.v organisation v ■
his reputation in this field. -Community Organisation in P u b l ic  g f a d e S ’’f  ^
—Srivastava, S.N., Lok Natak Social Education. Report of '

(Hindi), 1961. p. 80. A trans- the 11th National Seminar Adult education programme 
lation of the above held at Ahabad on Oct 26-29, 1Tr v h

., 1960-1961. p. 78. , w e list below material under
Abstract 3. June 1961. “Drama The contents of the report .tbe heads: literacy, libraries,
mem” p T lmity Devd°P' include approaches to community r S d o 'n a ^ a n d 60' ' 1 * ^

t , p - 3- organisation and their major out- "Ses actl'
Group discussion comes, conditions of success in * . .

community organisation, relation- Organisation and techniques 
—Nanavatty, M.C., Group Dis- ship between community organi- liquidation of illiteracy,

cussion—an aid to education sation and social education, Report of the first National
for citizenship 1960. p. 123. administrative machinery for Seminar held at Jabalpur on

. social education to facilitate ^ ec- 15-24, 1950. 2nd ed.
p  ̂ j book is in three parts, community organisation, person- 1962. p. 46.
citL nchinS mSSnCS i educati,on for nel at various levels and their The subjects discussed inclu-

zenship in a democratic so- training and effect of democratic ded : intensive Vs. extensive
y. l opics included in Part II decentralization on community literacy campaigns: working up 

comprise group discussion as an organisation. enthusiasm for literacy campaign
lhe group discussio^techmkiu^ The course of sociaI education a,mong tbe PepPIe > . organising
the organisation of a group dis’ in India has contributed to the classes, the help which organi-
cussion nnri thp mV nf m l increase in volume of discussion sations like trade unions, coop-
Worker h i  on the subject of community eratives, employers’ bodies,
records'of ii V fem e; a  ̂ organisation. This is reflected in can render in promoting
°n “educntbrec^ rOÛ Ci1S<iUSSI0’>S the number of abstracts put out literacy; follow-up: the syllabus 
“hoolifie n i* r-for ?ocia change , by the Association on this and duration of literacy classes; 
hood” and the neighboui- subject, which are listed as methods and techniques of
cipline u Ule problem of indis- be]ow • teaching adults and training of
19-item bium8 stlldents.” A teachers.u blblhogranbv the Adult Education Miscellany.

x a.re thoughtful sections Abstract Series 1. “Commu- Mustaq Ahmed., The alphabet
boots m,SSing in t ia n y  Of oil? nit> Action” . I960. lor Progress. N/D. p. 28.

Adult Education Miscellany. A small but valuable
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Programmes and their purpose
A l Y l P i n i m f l 1 | a  P P t l V l t l P t t  Il*e Indian Adult Educa-Jr\ l i l t / d l l l l l g  LU d U L lV lL lC f e  tion Association in collabora­

tion with the Indian National
pamphlet explaining the need for Report of the Third National Commission with Cooperation
literacy. Seminar held at Jamia Milia for Unesco. 1962. p. 46.
_Abstract 11 Feb ’62. “or- on Dec. 20-26, 1952. 1953. Books in Assamese, Bengali,

ganisation and financial P- 156. Gujarati, Hindi, Oiiya, Paniaki>
problem of literacy campaigns The highlight of the Seminar, Tamil, Telegu, Urdu, Arabic,
in India”. . by A. R. Desh- of which Dr. Ranganathan was Burmese, English, Hebrew,
pande. p. 5. Director, was its discussion on Hungarian Indonesian, Korean,

J . .  craft-centred books for neo- Swiss and Thai-
article'’ from Cultaral activities
mental and Adult Education —Navashikshit Proudhon ke liye -Recreational and Cultural
Bulletin. Vol X (1958) No. 1. sahitya ka nirman. 1953. Activities. Report of the
Coming from the foremost leader —Ranganathan, S.R., Social Fifth National Seminar, held
in the field of social education in Education Literature. 1952. at Mysore on Oct. 11-20,
India, the article contains first (Published jointly by the 1954. 1955. p. 101.
class material for administrators Indian Adult Education Asso- Topics discussed at the Semi-
of literacy work. ciation, Atma Ram and Sons nar include : recreational and
—Abstract 1-2 Anril-May 1963 (both of Delhi) and G. Blunt cultural activities and social

“An aduit literacy' pro- and Sons, London). education; what are recreational
gramme”, by Roushi Khattar. —Mustaq Ahmed., A Survey of anc^. cu'tural activities ? (the
p .4. reading material for neo-in Seminar mentions bhajans,

India 1957. p. 120. dramas, puppet shows, debates,
Libraries rn, .  .' poetic meets, physical culture,
—Libraries in social education T J hls 1S a Pioneering study in libraries, museums, meals, exliibi-—Libraries in social eaucaxion India> conducted by the author tiom ’ ninp. u t’ y

Report of the Sixth National nd jn;nt enonsorshin of ! ° n individual“seminar held at Ghiraeh l!n , joint sponsorsmp oi forms (hobbies, home decoration,
DcHfi on Sent 26-Oct 5 ^ e  Association and the Research, arts, crafts etc); problems of re- 
3955 1956 n 88 ' Training and Production Centre neWal and improvement of exist-

of the Jamia Millia, Delhi. jng traditional recreational and
The Seminar discussed the Chapter 1. Agencies engaged in cultural activities, problems of

following problems : In what Prod ucVon °* readiriS materials, organisation, means and equip- 
ways can libraries contribute to 2. Reading materials. 3. Research ment and training of workers.
the general renaissance in India; into the needs and interests ol  c • shiksha men manoranian
rplntion between social education neo- iterates, pretesting and evo- oamaj omKsna men manoranjanrelation between social education T ihrarv and distribu- va sanskritic Karya. 1956. A
and hbranes; library structure in lution. 4. Library and distubu Hindi version of the shove
future India; training of tion service. 5. Future needs. Hmd. version of the above
librarians, library legislation and — Navasaksharion ke liye Ia?e °J. Recreation in Social
library literature. The report Patrikayen; Sampadiki Pra- h e ld ^ t^ tlie  & 1 O tl^ A n n S
also gives the recommendations nallian. 1958. p. 132 (A trans- Conference in ^953 A 1954of the Seminar. The Seminar, ]ation jn Hindi of the Conference in 1953. 1954.
through one of its recommenda- Unesco’s publication “Period- p’
lions, led to the setting up by the cajs for neo-literates; editorial Contents : Place of recreation 
Government of India of the methods ” in social education, by M. C.
Advisory Committee for Priya Sahitya Samagri ki Nanavatty ; Folk theatre as an
Libraries, which submitted its vv b instrument of social education,
report to the Government in vyavastna. • by J C M athur; Place of drama
1958. This is a Hindi translation of inJ social education, by R. d

, Cl i , ,, . . t the Unesco’s publication on the sharm a. place of visual aids
•PnHKJh Siuk sha aur adharbhut Preparation of Popular Literature in sociai education, by S N

nhf%  I9?7 hye pustakalaya by Charles P. Richards, Director, wilimba ; Place of recreation in
p -  ’ East African Literature Bureau. social education, by A.N. Sri-
This is a Hindi translation of may a ŝo ntention here vastava ; Place of recreation in

(he Unesco publication “Libraries — Exhibition of books on inter- adult education, by A.N. Sinha
in adult and fundamental cduca- national understanding for the Adult education today, by K.G.
tion” by Cyoil H Houle, new reading public organised Saiyidain, Recreation and social
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An approach to problems of development
Issues for social education kers’ Education in U.S., USSR.!,

England, Germany, Sweden and
education, by S.C. Dutta. There for rural adult education. Poland.
is also a 30-item bibliography. 7. Legislation for rural adult —Methods & Techniques of

education. 8. Pilot organisation Workers’ Education. Report 
Civic education for rurai adult education. of a workshop held at New
—Proudh Shiksha man samajik index. Delhi on April 11-17, 1960.

aur rajnitik uttardayitva. 1957. .. . „  P- 87.11QJ J —Adult Education Miscellany. „  , .
P- u y - Abstract Series 2. “Adult Contents: Aims and pur-
This is a Hindi translation of Education in Rural Areas” . Poses, scope and content; worker

the report of the Seminar on 1960. I 3, *  “  of aa urban com-
“ Adult Education and ̂ social and —Abstract 5. Aug. ’60. “The Worker as an^emnfovee in an
political responsibility, organised theory of rural vacuum” p. 2. industrial undertaking as a by Unesco Institute, Hamburg, . J \ unaertaKing, as a
W. Germany, from Sept. 8 to 13. -A bstract 3-4. June-July 1963. member of a trade union as a 
I q 2̂ Rural Community develop- trade union official at branch

ment in India”, by H.F. level/national level methods,
—Sahakari Samitian aur adhar- Kaufman p. 3. techniques, tools; role of teachers,

bhut Shiksha. 1957. p. 184. ,
A Hindi translation of the Urban areas the book has been translated

Unesco publication “Cooperatives —Social education in urban  ̂ t ie Association in Hindi as
and Fundamental Education.” areas. Report of the ninth —Mazdur Shiksha ki paranallian
_ . , , . „ . , National Seminar, held at aur takaniken 1961 n 26Social education for special T lirVnr.w nn n’ Ul icuumuten. i?oi. p. zo.
classes ,n;o . qcq ’ —Trade unions and workers'

—Snrinl education in rural re- education. Report of a work-
construction Report of the Various sections of the shop held at the Shafique
Seventh National Seminar held RePort deaI with the of Memorial from April 24 to
r n  L t  n h  n, ™ D e c  urban area: vanous 8rouPs or 28, 1963. p. 36.at Dabok, Udaipur, oil I^lc. ploecpe in urban whose
12-18, 1956. 1957. p. 44. . u cducation is tQc be consider- The workshop discussed theadult education is to oe consioer meaning and scope of workers’
The subjects discussed at ed; content of the education education! teachinFg techniques,

the Seminar include: role of methods and techniques, agencies trade unjons> interest and their
social education in rural re- for social education m urban ro[e jn workers» education,
construction ; revival of folk areas; coordination at District financing 0f workers education 
arts and culture, family camps; and State levels, the Seminar and cooperation with other 
integration of schools with social recommended the setting up o agencies, including the universi- 
education programmes ; people's autonomous committees in towns tjes> Appendices contain the 
institutions (like panchayats) to and cities to coordinate the following contributions: The
run development programmes ; social education work ot various human factor in economic
present programmes of social organisations in urban areas. growth, by V.K.R.V. Rao; social
education ; new programmes gocjai education of workers objectives of trade unions, by
needed. The report also gives . , Rohit Dave, and Workers’ educa
the recommendations of the The Association has always tjon and trade unions in the
Seminar. taken a special interest in wor- United States, by Bruce Millen.

.i. o n n i  ̂ n kers education. It held a Seminar—Ranganathan, S.R., Rural adult and workshop on the subject. Women
t e h e d S l y  by t h e I 's s S - '  Its reports are listed below. -Development work among

ond G  Blunt and Sons, -W orkers’ education. Report rural women. Report of a
tion and • Qf eighth National Seminar National Seminar organised
London). held at Calcutta on Dec. jointly with the Bharatiya
Contents: 1. ^Aeencv 21-27, 1957. 1958. p. 64. Grameen Mahila Sangh at

rural adult education. The topjcs discussed includ- Aliporc Delhi on .Sept. 2-9,
for rural adult , educa- e d : What is workers’ education ? 1956. 1957. p. 28.
3. Content of rural a adujt its scope and content; methods. The Seminar dealt with such
tion. 4. Pitfalls m and techniques and tools; and subjects as guiding principles,
ruraTadult education! 6. Finance agencies. It includes a paper objectives, programmes, methods
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Preconditions to operational efficiency
Tools and the men who use them

with the All India Mass Educa-
and techniques, personnel and he should have and the qualifica- Society, Gonda, at Rishikesh
training of workers, organisation tions of instructors of each in September 1957.
and finance. The Report also type of worker. If also discussed —Janta kalij ki vyavastha aur
gives the recommendations of the the selection of workers and karya. 1955. p. 30.
Seminar, one of which was the their training techniques and This is the report of a region-
organisation of rural women at reviewed the question of utilising a\ sem jn a r  organised by ° the
village, tehsil, district, State and the existing institutions and Association in Delhi on March 28
national levels. finances for training workers. to April 1, 1953. The topics
—Gramin Mahilayen aur vikas —Nanavatty, M.C., Training in discussed included Janvta

Karya. 1957. p .28. A Hindi Social Education, 1952. p. Colleges, why and how? educa-
version of the above. 106. tion and training in a Janta

—Nimbkar, Dr. (Mrs) Krishna Chapters : 1. History of College; Janta College and after.
Bai, Development work the Adult Education movement in Organisational problems
among rural women ; a guide India. 2. Changing concept of . ' P . . .
book.1958. p. 54. social education. 3. Objectives, an ?ubf c . of organisation
C o n t e n t s -  1 Our rural functions and programmes of , . in|stration of adult socialContents, I. Our rural edu ca t ion  4 Ro le  of education was considered at twowomen and national reconstruc- S0C,.aJ education. 4. Koie oi Natjonai Seminars

tion; 2. The home and rural social education workers. 5. Need nat seminars.
development; 3. Extension ser- for planned and complete tram- —Organisation and administra-
vice in India; 4. Organisa- “ S programme. 6 Resources tion of social education,
tional activities among ~ rural for the training of workers. Report of the 10th National
women 7- Organisation of training. 8. Seminar held at Gargoti on

, Contents of the training course. Nov. 22-29 1959 n 50
There are three appendices . 9 Field work under supervision.

Some hints on conversation with jq Evaluation of training. The Seminar discussed the
rural women, the basis for a Appendix : Selected list of organisational requirements at
job chart and what is a com- syllabii adopted by different tbe village, block, district, state
munity Centre ? organisations. There is a biblio- aild central levels, and also for
—Striyon ki nagarik shiksha ; graphy and an 18-item index. urban areas and women's work,

katipaya anubhavatmak pra- _ E recommended an integrated
marsh. 1958. p 123 —Miscellany. Abstract Senes 3. set-up at the State and Central
t-. • • „• , 4. r “Training in Adult Educa- levels under Education Depart-
This is a Hindi translation of tion» i960. ments. It recommended The

the Unesco publication “Educa- r l  ..
tion of women for citizenship”. Mention may also be made of netting up of Social Education

the reports in Hindi of regional “ °ards in the States and a
\outh seminars. These are : Central Advisory Board for
—Abstract 9. Dec. £6(E “Adult —Samaj shiksha karyakartaon

education for Youth . p. 5. ki samasyayen aur hal. 1953. The Seminar discussed the
Training of workers P- I , r, Q i, „  J 1 * . ■ ,
—Training of Social Education This is the report of a seminar panc}iayat; Raj. tl sociaPforces

Workers Rennrt of the organised by the Delhi Adult * S 'J’ !ne social forces
fourth national seminar held Education Association for social f ? aji  r° 6T  r  education workers in Delhi It of social education in the Irame-at Bikram, Bihar, on Oct. education workers m ueu.i. 11 work of Panehnvnti Rni- educa-
22-30-1953, 1954 D 96 discussed problems concerning ° ,01 1 a”cil1ayatl Raj’, “ uca
The seminar a n a participation by the people in p needs of members of

ivnes of workers t St°me social educational activities, suit- Panchayati Raj bodies m regard
i S v  teachS ' able programmes, community t0 literacy,. c*“ hip, com-
teers ‘ rair D organisers M-,un" survey, cooperation of the people milmty organis io " . ocul
teuv  camp organisers, village , nfi /miinmpnt fnr snchl ednen- cohesion; training of office-bearer
level workers, community centres S n K  f of Panchati Raj bodies; approach
organisers and rural youth wel- lKm cemies- to sociai education workers-
fare organisers -and discussed — Karyakarta Seminar. 1958. j anta Colleges; social education
the work of each type of workers, P* 58. set-up in the context of
the qualifications and experience This is the report of a social Panchayati Raj, etc.
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§*D©nsa0 education and community development
by M eher C. Nanayatty

(COMMUNITY Development as a programme of these subjects began to spread among them. The
developing local communities is essentially an need to change the prevailing institutional set-up,
educational piocess. It is a process of ex- both in the economic and the administrative and 

tending the body of knowledge available in different development fields, was felt. The co-operative and 
fields of activity to people residing in geogra- the panchayat became two vital village institutions, 
pineal communities, such as a village, and To them was added the school. Gradually there arose 
enabling them to bring about changes in practices the need to interrelate the development agencies 
relating to health and sanitation, education of functioning at the village, block and district levels
cnildren, youth and adults, housing, communications and Panchayati Raj was introduced to meet this
and occupations. These changes primarily relate to need. Thus from the beginning till today the pro-
ic values pi actised by people and promoted gramme of Community Development has carried
irough institutions such as the family, the school, with it the process of education as its under-current 

the co-operative, and the panchayat. Social Education, as a process of bringing about
A m ulti-lateral process social change, has in its concept two major compo-

T_ , . „  .. ta i nents : adult literacy and adult education. That this
n short, the programme of Community Develop- should be so is but natural in a country like India 

ment aims at making available to the people the where 80% of the people were illiterate at the time 
techmcd know-how in different fields of economic 0f her independence. But as a new climate of social 
?"dJ I 00®1, development at the same time helping change was sought to be created after independence,

tern to stabilise the face-to-face social relation that programmes for citizenship education, health educa-
prevails in small communities. It recognises that tion, community education, workers’ education and
small communities are the nurseries of democracy, the like were introduced. Thus the programme of 
P e social changes biought about through the help social education covered both adult literacy and 

ol small communities are suited to the democratic education for social change, 
set-up in the country and are more lasting. At the
same time, the development of small communities is The integrated role
related to the development of the region and of the Social education, when incorporated in the pro- 
b n S a S a !  ° le,' Community Development thus gramme of Community Development in 1952.
becomes an integral part of national development. acquired a vital place in the development of the rural

T he educational process involved in the promo- population. The nature of the activity and its
tion of Community Development is multi-lateral in contents, however, changed from time to time
its manifestation. It carries both direct and indirect, according to the requirements of developing the
formal and informal, activities of education. In the village community. In the initial stage, when the 
early stage of its introduction, the educational pro- concept and the programme of Community Develop- 
cess required was one of getting the concept and the ment were new to the villagers, the social education 
programme accepted by the people. The mass organiser, knowing the usefulness of mass media, 
media of films, exhibitions, rallies, sammelans and proved helpful in popularising the programme and 
meetings proved useful. As the people accepted the getting it accepted by the villagers. He then acquired 
idea of developing the village community, the need what was known as an “Integrated Role.” He pre­
fer education to develop occupations such as agri- pared the ground for the acceptance of extension 
culture, animal husbandry, cottage industries began activities in the different fields of development such as 
to be felt. The programme involved both the agriculture, animal husbandry, health, sanitation, 
informal and formal activities of education. Gram irrigation, co-operation, school education, welfare of 
Sahayak Camps covered a very large number of women and children, etc. When the people were 
villagers with the introduction of the programme of willing, the Extension Organisers helped them in 
Community Development. As interest grew among acquiring the know-how in the fields of their special 
the people, it became useful to hold more agricul- interests. In addition, the Social Education Organi- 
tural demonstrations, talks and discussions on im- ser was expected to promote the establishment of 
Proved seeds, use of fertilisers, manures and literacy classes, libraries and reading rooms, youth
imPr°Ved agricultural implements, etc. The need for organisations and leadership training camps and 
frcw°Verne>'t in irrigation facilities came to the fore- organise educational exhibitions, dramas, film shows, 
form 1 imilarly in the fields of health and sanitation, games, sports, etc. Although in the initial stage 

dl Sch«ol education for children and adults, his “ integrated role” proved useful in manv ways, 
nuati°ns, transport, housing, etc., the it also created a few problems for him. It was too 

V1 Cfcc,s became interested and more information on heavy a burden for one extension worker to assume
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Social education and the extension workers
the responsibility of preparing the ground for other question of providing them with these things. In the 
workers. Besides, the assumption of this role by fields of health and education the question is one of 
one worker made other workers indifferent to their meeting the need for a larger number of qualified 
responsibilities. In the programme of Community health personnel and trained teachers. The villagers 
Development, every extension worker and organiser are wide awake. The introduction of Panchayati 
has to promote education in his own field of special Raj has hastened the process of awakening. It has 
interest. He can relegate this role to others only at also provided a stimulus to the educational process, 
the risk of jeopardising the success of the pro- The right to elect one’s own representative and see 
gramme. The arrangement whereby a team of exten- him working for the village community from a close 
sion organisers under a Block Development Officer quarter is in itself a lesson in citizenship. The inabi- 
provides specialised services to the people through lity of the elected representative to execute the 
the village level worker requires each extension development programme effectively lowers him 
organiser to specialise in a given field. Unless this in the eyes of the people and he runs the risk of 
is done, the whole approach to extension services being defeated at the next election, 
through specialists at the block level cannot prove _ . . 
effective. The Social Education Organiser, as a In itia l tiurdles
member of the block team, has to promote a specific To recognise the educational process at work in 
programme which his colleagues in the block team the system of Panchayati Raj institutions is not to 
are not equipped to promote. The Agriculture overlook the limitations from which it suffers in its 
Extension Officer may help him in providing an initial stage. It is in this context that the roles of 
agricultural theme for his adult literacy classes or the Extension Organisers and Block Development 
in promoting agricultural activities through the youth Officer require readjustments. The Block Develop- 
organisation or in including agriculture as an activity ment Officer is no longer head of the block adminis- 
in the training camps for youth and adults, but his is tration. He has to work with and through the 
the insight that promotes these specific activities and elected Chairman of the Panchayat Samiti. The 
organisations. Unless he fulfils this role, the Social extension organisers have to work under the Pan- 
Education Organiser cannot be said to have justified chayat Samiti. 
his membership of the team of extension organisers
at the block level. This however requires that the 1° this context, the social education organiser has 
Block Development Officer should not stand in his to S*v9 8rpater attention to the promotion of youth 
way. At many places, it has been observed that the organisations and women’s organisations as associate 
B.D.O. forces a multipurpose role on the S.E.O. or organisations of the Panchayat. He has to associate 
the S.E.O. himself assumes such a role, with the them more effectively with the development pro­
result that he disturbs the equilibrium of the block gramme and to develop in them the qualities of 
team and neglects his primary responsibility of leadership and democratic values. To describe 
promoting youth organisations, adult literacy and youth organisations and women’s organisations as 
leadership training. This does not mean that as a ^ie most vital responsibility of the S.E.O. is not to 
member of the block team he should refuse to do relegate the literacy drive to the background. If, as 
any odd jobs that the block administration may a brst steP> education is imparted to all the members 
want him to do. Every administration, whether at °f these organisations, the literacy campaign will 
the ministerial, the State or the block level, has some cover 50 )0 of the population, besides influencing the 
odd jobs on its hands. They should however be most vital sectors of the village community. The 
evenly distributed amona all members of the team, programme o. leadership training for youth, Gram

Sahayaks, women workers and Panchayat members 
Villagers wide aw ake is to be related to the democratic system of work

With the introduction o 1 Panchayati Raj institu- and their. ,inf /cestts reIated to .the development of 
tions. the functions of block personnel required comm uni y sse s or increasing agricultural pro- 
i'c adjustment. The role of getting the programme duction. rea er emphasis is to be laid on a change 
of Community Development accepted by the people in socia va ues, specially in regard to the welfare of 
now became the responsibility of the elected repre- the wea er sec ion of the community. In the initial 
sentatives of the people. The eleven years of Com- sta8e the system of Panchayati Raj may provide 
niunitj Development work had resulted in an opportunities for the economically dominant groups 
awakening of the villagers who wanted more and tnaintain their hold on the weaker sections, but 
better developmental activities It is no longer a this recEures t0 be changed through education and 
question of acceptance of the idea of Community development of functional leadership among youth 
Development and its programmes. It is now a ques- and women.
'!< i: of meeting the needs of the people. Most Under the programme of Community Develon- 

" 1 alreads realise the need (or using fertilisers, ment every Block with 100 villages having 
improved seeds, and better implemcnu. It is now a total population of 66,000 (80,000 according
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I mpor t ance of p r i m a r y  education
to the 1962 census) is provided with a nucleus budget social education. The annual conferences on Com-
of Rs. 12 lakhs for the first five years (Phase I) and munity Development held at Hyderabad and Delhi
Rs. 5 lakhs for the next five years (Phase II). For recommended that those S.E.Os. and M.Ss. who had 
social education activities such as the organization of not been given a suitable cadre assuring security of 
community centres, literacy classes, and adult educa- service should be put on the staff of the Education 
tion classes, reading rooms and libraries, recreation Departments.
programmes, cultural programmes, youth groups and The figures below indicate that the field that has 
associated groups such as farmers’ clubs, youth been covered is considerable. It is however difficult 
clubs, women’s clubs, interest groups, occupational to gauge the achievements in terms of quality. They
groups, Gram Sahayak camps, child art societies, differ from individual to individual. The period of
children’s museums and open-air theatres, Rs. 70,000 the training programmes is limited. In their very 
is provided for the first five years and Rs. 50,000 for nature, they are meant to initiate the villagers in their 
the next five years. The use of the funds differs from new interests and responsibilities. Opportunities for 
State to State. During the Emergency the allocations further development are provided through participa- 
for social education were reduced in view of the tion in organisations such as youth organisations, 
larger allotment of funds for agricultural promotion women’s organisations, co-operatives, Panchayats, 
from the funds provided for social services. It and Panchayat Samitis and their functional sub­
should be realised however that the funds provided committees. The real growth of the individual 
for different activities under the block budget are personality comes through participation in and 
meant to constitute only a nucleus budget, to be organisation of programmes and activities. It is a 
supplemented by larger amounts from different continuous process of education and development, 
service departments. The Departments of Agricul­
ture, Animal Husbandry, Irrigation and Health have Continuous education
made available additional funds at the block level It is generally argued that adult literacy has not 
tor effective promotion of their respective pro- been given the attention it deserves under the Corn- 
grammes. Unfortunately, up to now not all the munity Development programme. The argument 
Departments of Education/Public Instruction in should be considered from the point of view of the 
the States have provided additional funds for the existing realities. Literacy has yet to become a deeply 
promotion of social education activities, including felt need for adults in rural areas. It is to be incul-
adult literacy, in Development Blocks. Besides pro- cated in them. The first step in the education pro­
viding additional funds, each Service Department at gramme is that of promoting education among 
the State level is required to place the extension children. In the scheme of priorities, primary edu- 
officer concerned in a suitable cadre assuring cation comes first. All children in the age-group 
security of service and opportunities for promotion. 6-11 are to be provided facilities for primary educa- 
The Departments of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, tion. From the point of view of adult literacy, 
Irrigation and Health have however provided these therefore, universal primary education is to be
facilities. But only in a few States, the Social Educa- ensured as a first measure. Then comes the youth in
tion Organisers and the Mukhya Sevikas have been the age-group 12-25. If continuous education could 
placed in a suitable cadre. This state of affairs has be ensured for them and for those who could not 
affected, to a considerable extent, the programme of attend school because of economic and other

In terms of physical targets, Social Education has made the following achievements :
Literacy

(a) No. of adult classes organised ... 2,92,000
(b) No. of adults made literate ... 72,00,000
(c) No. of Libraries and Reading Rooms organised ... 1,23,000

Youtli Organisations
(a) No. of youth organisations functioning ... 51,313
(b) No. of village youths covered ... 44,67,000

Women’s Organisations
(a) No. of women’s organisations functioning ... 29,052
(b) No. of Balwadis functioning ... 14,824

Leadership Training , _
(a) No of Gram Sahayaks Camps organised • ... 1,32,000
(b) No. of Gram Sahayaks trained ... 54,00,000
(c) N o" of women members Training Camps organised ... 15,906
(d) No', of women workers and leaders trained ... 4,85,433
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Education for participation in social change
reasons the problem of literacy would be solved to a Social education as education for life in society is 
considerable extent. Besides, it should be recognised expected to promote education for social change, 
that adult literacy is not an easy programme to Any change in the existing pattern of social values 
promote It requires skill and patience with adults is an involved process. The process of education for 
to make them literate. In addition, literacy is to be social change has to begin at home and has to be 
related to occupational training to get the attention extended to schools and institutions of higher learn- 
and acceptance of adults. It is necessary to ing. A climate for change is also to be created. The 
create a climate of enthusiasm for literacy among image of public life that prevails in a given society 
the vouth and adults in rural areas. influences the climate for change. Social education

The Maharashtra experiment of “Gram Gaurav” for change has, therefore, to be emphasised in the 
should be adopted for creating the necessary atmos- home, the family, the school and the community as a 
phere of acceptance. This effort should be followed continuous process. The programme of Community 
up by a systematic proaramme of adult literacy and Development has contributed to the promotion of 
education with the help of trained teachers. In the social change in rural areas where the necessary cli- 
proeramme of Community Development adult mate for change is being created. The introduction of 
literacy assumes importance to the extent of the Panchayati Raj aims at bringing about an institu- 
availability of funds and personnel and the accept- tional change in the field of developmental adminis- 
ance of the programme by the villagers. Now that- tration. The Panchayat and its elected leaders are 
the country has provided facilities for primary cdu- required to promote social change besides providing 
cation for 80% of children and increasing facilities an image of good public life. It is because of this 
are being made available for middle and high school expectation from the Panchayat that the Ten-Point 
education, the necessary climate can be created for Test has been introduced in measuring its effective- 
promoting literacy among adults. Let us hope that in ness. There is a need, at the same time, to promote 
the Fourth Plan, the programme of adult literacy will education on a continuous basis for bringing about 
occupy an important place in the Education Sector. social change in rural areas.

F r a n k  d is c u s s io n s  and e a r n e s t  endeavour
r s  m 4 #  nil 1  & i i  1  f  «  by one who himself was part and

1  I I  1  I  1  I I  1  1 - "  »  I I  1  l  “  parcel of this broad sweep of
history. I had taken part in 

( Continued from page 7 ) thirteen of the eighteen con­
ferences and had some hand in

S.R. Ranganathan, Prof. Moham- in 1940, '43, ’44 and ’45, drafting the resolutions. Any
med Mujeeb, Mr P.N. Sapru, the Hyderabad police action pre- comment on my part would 
Prof. N.A. Nikam, Mr R.M. vented the holding of a Conference amount to a kind of self-defence, 
Chetsingh, Mr Shafique Rehman in 1949 and the Chinese invasion which is not the aim of the 
Kidwai, Mr Madiah Gowda, the prevented the holding of the review.
late Mr Harisarvottama Rao, Conference planned for 1962 in The conferences provided — 
and the late Mr Anath Nath Assam. field workers with the guidance
Basil. Of the eighteen conferences, they neecje(i ;n their work. The

The first All-India Adult f°l‘r wf e . held m South Association, at all critical 
Fducation Conference was held hidia, at Trivandrum, Mysore, moments> indicated the correct 
in Delhi under the presidentship Hyderabad and Co][nb^t° ^ F |" r approach in regard to all vital 
of Sir Suleiman, the then Vice- ™ East India, at Bhagalpu , matters concerning Adult Educa- 
Chancellor of Aligarh University, patna and at Calcutta.,. Four tion
and it is in the fitness of things that ^ ie. held fiareo ti My participation in the con-
Lhe Silver Jubilee Conference , , PAr  w  rrf, lerences was instructive and
should also be held in the Capital. (Kolhapur) and Aliabad (Jam- ji|umjnatjBg. i learnt from fellow-
So far 18 conferences have been nagar) and three in Cen > delegates many things which
held. No conference could be af Nagpur, Rewa and nioie, 0therwise would have taken long 
held in the years 1910,’ 43,’ 44, and three m Noithern India, at and arduous efforts on my part. 
’45,’ 49, and ’62, because of the Lucknow and Delhi. The frankness and the earnestness
unsettled conditions in the A review of this nature tends with which the members took
country. The Second World to be statistical and becomes a part in the discussions is an
War was responsible for our not sort of a report. This is inevit- experience 1 shall always value 
being able to hold conferences able, specially when it is written and cherish.
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Landmarks in the movement

A measure for the challenge we face
(Continued from page 4)

The new set-up in the Ministry also proved un- industrial field, adult education through radio and 
equal to the task of counteracting the moves of the adult education through universities

S S  b S f f S r is ,0
from social education organisers At first in 1958 fo f th e e d n c n t^  inStltUt‘ons
and 1959 the Ministry of Community Development directions in thp vocat'n i a t  i,d?es, s° m *wo 
attempted to change the job chart of the social edu- of w o rk e ^ H ^ n  and technical education
cation organiser and to redesignate him as commu- tbe worker’s role Tn th,* f C *mPbcatl°ns 
nity organiser. The Planning Commission interven- f° rT  ^  l*
ed to frustrate this move, without, however, satisfy- S°“ f ’ h “  the P- ? l f 6
ing the viewpoint of the Ministry of Education, which k ?  ™  j
claimed hegemony over social education organisers jnadenna te  l-mtsm-n’ t°?’ +̂  ie 6 Port 1Ŝ admittedly 
and the training centres for social education organi- r  p S T  availf b]e' , Under
sers. Soon, die developments set afoot by the ^  Z  -
Balwantrai Mehta Committee’s Report provided the i  ins, ltLltes had _2™ 0 seatts
Ministry of Community Development with another “ der . !  i  l  f  P SC iemC and 2 00 seats 
opportunity to distort the original role of social ^ d  p ^ / e ^ ? aCT c evenmg c l a s s e s workers. The 
education organisers by recommending to the State ^ e1lnumb?r
Governments to assign panchayat work to the SEO’s. ^  ° 1 f°rThis move, which left the matter to the State the evening classes for industrial workers to 9150.
Governments, succeeded in disrupting the social edu- W orthw hile beginnings

s t s s r s  =,r̂ prTsi”f, develop̂ t;n !hi
j a s s s w  h o w  « £  ‘h  c The - r. ir it, , , P a. c ■ t-l mdi programme ot the board is three-fold—Six months

Cen.nl J 1 i° iSP/nead fUrp r COnfuS,IO°- Thct1961 training of teacher-administrators at different 
overcomreVea ed t lC •Sna- r t pace ° tft ie country, 1 j centres, three months’ training of worker-teachers at 
; “ ng ltS mf S1Ve Hd draCfy- +wasre7e a f  Regional centres and the training of workers in the 

connw  6 ma*y havefadded a few "0t^ es t0 .th® primary centres (the unit level). The syllabi are 
m T J r  Pe^ ag% °4  lterf Cy’i actually We had weighted on the side of labour problems, trade 
I 2 a  d ? tlll,0,l'S ° f llllteurates than7 f  bad P^VJ- unionism and industrial relations. The first batch

/  ‘ nf tbat nil I0ns are be*n§ addlfd eade7 of teacher-administrators, now called education
_of. lUiterates every year. The Ministry of office started traini in Bombay in November

, p°™ lu; ily Development, ever on the watch for a I958. Xhe first course® of workcr-teachers were 
^  in i ang ltS pabllC’ty on’ H °"ght ,up thl!  7 ues'  held at the regional centres in February 1959. Up
rni5Qinnp1C f nidUa! u nJere7Cei°^ <"°m" to March 1963 four training courses for education“  betld at Hyderabad m July 1961 and came officers have been hclcL Qn that datc ]4 regionai cen.

1 “ f °f recommendations for gradual elirai- tres had been set up in which 2847 worker-teachers 
ation o iteracy m the country. The Planning were trained. These worker-teachers had held 1357 

Commission too, offered to earmark a sum of Rs. 10 unit level cIasses in whic!i 53690 workers had been 
crores for State Government Schemes to obliterate trained> Recently} the Board has also set up seven 
illiteracy. The Central Advisory Board of Education sub-regional centres where workers are trained. Other 
Iso considered the matter. All this effervescence, activities of the Board comprise : production of 
owever soon subsided and nobody knows what literature in regional languages on various topics of 
oppened to the Rs. 10 crores that the Planning jnterest to workers, production of visual aids, giving 

inmission had ottered foi lighting illiteracy. grants to various organisations engaged in workers’
G lim m er o f  new dawn education and, recently, study circles for discussion

However while the house of social education of workers problems. So far study circles have been
d e S ,  ‘°  ^  collapsing all round there are some ™ '"  m t 't ” “  "  K " I’roroisin8developments which give a glimmer of a new dawn development.
or aaiut education. We see the bare signs of the The documentaries produced by the Film 
dawn m three directions—adult education in the Division and the various programmes organised by
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For a prognosis o f health and hope
the All India Radio provide educational material production of a testimony that a student had 
which is potentially promising. However, the All educated two adults during his last academic year 
India Radio has made concerted efforts to bring out would he be allowed to take his degree in April
the educational protential of their medium by 1960. No more was heard of the decision later,
organising listening and viewing groups. The and perhaps for the good reason that that was not 
experimental study of radio forums in Poona blazed the most suitable way for a university to venture 
the trail, and in November 1959, 900 radio rural into the field of adult education, 
forums were set up in different states These have, The right ro]e 0f the University appeared gradu- 
as at the end of March 1963, increased in number to alJy< The Camp College of the East Punjab
5931 and by the end of the third Plan it is hoped to University, opened in Delhi in 1948 and taken over
reach a target of 25000. Except for Assam and later in 1958 by the Delhi University was an 
Jammu and Kashmir, all states have their own institution of adult education, for it' admitted 
forums. ■ working people to university courses. Such

The programmes, broadcast twice a week, are evening colleges are now found in many places in 
directed to the rural audience. Pamphlets bearing India. The University Grants Commission sanc- 
on each broadcast and containing guiding questions tioned in 1960 a scheme of extension lectures by 
for discussion are sent to the conveners of the forums university teachers and about ten universities were 
in advance. The conveners pass on queries raised availing of the scheme in 1963. A great step in 
in the post-broadcast discussions to the broadcasting university adult education in India was taken when in 
stations, where after consultation with experts January 1962 the Lok Sablia amended the Delhi 
answers are broadcast in the next programme. University Act, 1922, to enable it to introduce
. € . correspondence courses. The courses were actually

A program m e Ot piom ise started in 1962 and the scheme is so successful by
The All India Radio is also trying to spread the now that some other universities too are thinking of 

forum technique to industrial workers’ and women’s taking it up.
programmes. By March 1963, 93 industrial labour The bold and timely step for owning the univer- 
forums and 1452 “listening clubs for women” sity’s obligation for the education of adults was 
had been formed. taken by the University of Rajasthan, or rather by

The All India Radio undergirds its programmes its imaginative Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Mohan Singh 
through a scheme for the distribution of community Mehta, by establishing a Department of Adult
listening sets in villages by subsidising the State Education. The progress of the Department will be
Governments for community listening sets to the watched with keen interest by adult educationists 
extent of 50% of their initial expenditure or Rs. 125 in India, 
per set, whichever is less. Started in September Wihp,r .1 
1954, it had helped to place 39,128 community vveere Iulure Hes
listening sets in villages throughout India. It was This brief and rapid survey of adult education in
hoped that by the end of March 1963, 85821 sets India since 1947 has confined itself to what I have— 
would have been supplied to the states and Union arbitrarily, 1 confess—called the main stream of adult 
Territories. education. I have not mentioned the splendid

The All India Radio broke new grounds in and persevering efforts of Indian Adult Education 
Indian broadcasting in December 1960 by launching Association and local organisations like the Bombay
its adult education programmes on television in Am*tt f  i uca. lonr  om.initt°e, or the Mysore
Delhi. A research study of the impact of television SttaTte ^ dult Edi>cation Council, or the Literacy House 
onadi.lt education, sponsored by Unesco and con- al Lucknow. Nor have I brought out the con n- 
ducted jointly by the Indian Adult Education Associ- I51141?,?5 ^ , n 1V1R j 1' ° /  ^ en}> j^e
ation and the National Fundamental Education !i?vablp tbe, indefatigable
Centre, has been recently published by Unesco, X ^ d a tto n f  v iwa RS0°yUt‘f Had Sa°"

In advanced countries all over the world univer° vottam Rau—a grand figure in adult education for 
sities have a role in adult education second to no nearly a quarter of a century—have left us. But 
other institution. In India the universities have some—the towering figures of Mohan Singh Mehta, 
kept themselves aloof from involvement with the out- Chetsingh, Mujeeb, Deshpande come to my mind— 
of-campus community. After independence, in the are still with us to guide us by the wisdom they have 
early days of enthusiasm for social education, some garnered through the years and, indeed, to give 
universities and colleges encouraged their students their strongest shoulder to the work, along with 
to do social education work. The most notable— their numerous younger contemporaries. It is in 
though amateurish attempt was the decision of the this, and not in the policies of an apathetic 
Nagpur University that from July 1948, only on Government that our hopes lie.
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Workers’ education in a developing country
By V. S. Mathur

IT is now increasingly realised that education is the role of physical capital in economic development has 
sine qua non of all progress. It was only proper been over-emphasized and that of human capital 
that soon after the achievement of political free- considerably under-emphasized. These conclusions 

dom from foreign rule the country should have are supported by the recent developments in 
focussed its attention on economic development. Germany and Japan. Schultz of the United States 
That was necessary if the cherished goals of the free- has gone further to roughly apportion the increase 
dom movement as well as the ‘explosion of expecta- in national income to different factors, and is of the 
tions’ which the movement had aroused among the view that only one-third of the increase in national 
people, were to be realised. Though the Government income of countries could be explained by the 
has been making valiant efforts towards economic quantitative increase in physical inputs like capital 
progress, the task is none too easy for what has been and labour. The “residual”, according to him, “is 
neglected for centuries takes its own time to repair, explained by the qualitative improvements in inputs 
It is obvious, however, that if the aroused expecta- like more productive capital, better human resour • 
tions remain unsatisfied for a long time, they are ces, economies of scale and others”. Vaizey of the 
bound to set in motion their own reactions. While, United Kingdom lias tried to measure the abilities 
therefore, it is desirable that people should begin to of man in terms of economic return and has ex­
experience the fruits of economic progress as quickly pounded the need for longer ‘exposure’ to education 
and as sufficiently as possible, in the very nature of for improving the quality of human capital and 
things it must take some time. It is essential, there- thereby improving the income of the people, 
fore, that the people should be sufficiently educated ,
to understand the implications of economic develop- investment on man
ment and the stresses and strains that it often invol- The qualitative improvement of the human capi- 
ves for the people concerned. The ‘explosion of tal is determined by not only workers’ education, 
expectations’ without counter-balancing educational training and skill but also by their physical strength 
efforts may lead to a very volatile and dangerous and fitness. A half-starved and sickly worker living 
situation. It indeed can be quite dangerous both in insanitary surroundings is hardly an asset to pro- 
for planning as well as for the planners themselves ! duction and he cannot be expected to absorb much 
TT . of education or vocational techniques. There is,
Human lactor in economic progress therefore, a close link between the efficiency and pro-

industrial workers, though a small minority, are ductivity of a worker and the conditions under which 
the most vocal section of society. They are mainly he lives and works. The social overheads of 
concentrated in big cities and towns and are there- economic development, therefore, assume great 
fore nearer to the seats of power. They thus enjoy importance.
power and position, perhaps not entirely warranted Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao, Member of the Planning 
by their numbers. Though economic development Commission, rightly points out that “economic 
is not synonymous with industrialisation, it is development implies two things : first, that given 
nevertheless true that it receives a great impetus in the resources you have, you must create opportuni- 
the process, and in most countries a degree of indus- ties for the utilization of those resources; and second- 
trialisation is inevitable. The number of industrial y0ll have got to get the people to take advantage 
workers is bound to increase as development goes Gf those opportunities.” He goes on to say that 
on. The importance of proper education for them mere opportunity by itself is not going to bring 
therefore assumes great significance. about economic development and merely the desire

Economists are in the habit of measuring econo- to utilise an opportunity might not bring about the 
mic progress by the rise in the per capita income, necessary ability. Both should be there. Will the 
They attribute this increase to the investment of individual use his opportunity for economic growth ? 
national income. Their emphasis, therefore, has all Will he maximise his own skill, his output and his 
along been on capital formation, which is considered contribution ? Dr. Rao adds : “It is when the 
to be the main determinant of progress. Some econo- individual tries to maximize his income that you 
mists, however after a thorough study of the process have economic growth in the real sense” He is 
of economic growth of the industrialised countries, here perhaps emphasizing not only the freedom of 
have conre to the conclusion that one of the most the individual as an important factor in economic 
“Important factors contributing to economic progress development, but also the role of aspiration for 
*  those countries was not merely investment in higher standards of living as an impetus to progress.
physical capital”_“in sticks, stones and metals”, as It is well known that trade unions play a great part

Kuznets puts it—but that essential investments were not only in securing better wages and better eondi- 
madc in human beings. So far, it appears that the tions of employment, which lead to a qualitative
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Leadership in the trade union movement
improvement of the human factor, but also help in effective contribution in this field. But their contri- 
arousing the desire for a better life without which no bution should be more in the nature of aiding and 
progress is possible. supporting trade union efforts by making available

It is obvious that for the human capital to make facilities for the purpose. The governments and
its vital contribution to economic progress there have employers could, for instance, make available to the
to be opportunities for vocational and technical workers the necessary leave facilities for attending
training. There is also a great need for free, demo- trade union courses. They could set up holiday
cratic and self-reliant organisations of workers like homes, hostels, libraries and research institutes 
trade unions not only to secure better wages and which could be made available to trade unions at 
decent living and working conditions, but to create nominal charges for the purpose of conducting their 
the necessary aspiration for a better life among the own educational courses. The universities could, 
workers and to inspire them to achieve it through perhaps, lend lecturers with specialised knowledge 
their individual and collective efforts. While techni- on topics of interest to the trade union movement. * 
cal and trade union education is important, no less Tt r , . .
important is the role of general education in social „nd 1Tiavina achieving maximum progress
progress. Narrow and specialised education in a allv limited^™  W * jyd.lclou* USS °f °u  P Prove^ 1‘ 
particular technique or function without this wider I S  that each agency should realise
general education of the mind is dangerous. It I  Lh 3 d competence in a specified held of
tends to make production the master of man and resnwtiU SShf5  Each has enough to do m its
not v ic e  v e r s a , and may thus defeat the very aim of f r j  'd more. While cooperation among 
all progress. ’ different agencies is desirable, duplication of effort

and attempting to do what is really the function of 
r the other is a national waste. Such efforts may come

oCOpe and purpose OI program m es in the way of a healthy and natural development of
The term workers’ education, has assumed diffe- a^ P rogran™es of t]?e agf»cy compe­

tent meanings in different parts of the world. In some best f : nd n ây ^ ^ a te ly  with the
countries it is synonymous with trade union educa- n r o m o t p S S  | tiKt-WM d’ der rathcr than
tion, in others it has achieved a wider connotation. pr°m° te " ° rkers educatl0n'
This is perhaps the result of the availability of educa­
tional opportunities to workers during the period of
their organisational efforts. However, in countries »‘Vxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxn ■.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxv 
like India it is obvious that we cannot conceive of 
workers education as synonymous with trade union 
education. As defined by the Seminar on Workers’
Education held in 1958, workers’ education broadly 
covers general adult education for workers, vocatio­
nal education, and trade union education. W f l T i f W Q  m r m T P r

The governments and employers have a great l l i l l l U l l  J  U L f  L iN  L L
responsibility in the field of vocational or technical 
education as they alone possess the resources for 
the purpose. General education of the people is 
again thê  responsibility of all democratic states,
though it is difficult to conceive how any government fSUNyT H W T 1P
could ever fully meet the need for such education for U j j IVI M f l  i O
all people. The requirements of the people are so ^
varied that it is essential that they should be helped 
to set up their own organisations and institution for 
the purposes of meeting their specific needs. Volun­
tary agencies thus assume a important role in wor-

r & r - *  -  CONSCIOUS CITIZENS
I iade union education in essence is educat.on for 

the leadership of the trade union movement and to 
chieve its purpose, it is best that it is given by trade 

unionists under trade union auspices. This is, how- 
.vet, not to say that, other agencies, like govern­
ments, employers or universities cannot make anv
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HPHE history of the Calcutta 'T'l /~» 1 . .  I T *  • „ I  . • .  .
1  university institute is the ine Calcutta University Institute

history of one very important J
aspect of the educational develop- A T P  To.* 0
ment of Bengal in modern times. A  I r a C l l t lO I L  0 1  U l S t i n g U l S n C u  o 6 r V lC 6
The educational system that was . , _ _ * , , , , r
introduced in India in the middle leaders. Rev. Pratap Chandra to be sent to the villages for 
of the 19th century by the British Mazumdar, addressing the meet- work. In spite of the limited 
put too much emphasis on ing, said that the P™cipal object resources at their disposal and 
intellectual development and °Cthe s ?ciety was to combine the many difficulties they had to 
practically ignored the moral and instructive amusement with face, the volunteers succeeded in 
social requirement of youth relaxation from serious occupa- opening 238 adult education

. J ' tion”. Mr. Justice Gooroodas centres spread over 15 districts of
Ine beginnings Banerjee, speaking on the Bengal; 30,000 adult students

The Students’ Association, occasion, laid stress on the train- attended these centres and 
started under the leadership of ing of young men to face the 10,000 qualified themselves as 
Surendra Nath Banerjee and arduous and continuous examina- literates.
Ananada Mohan Bose, was a tion which would ever confront Xhe institute’s adult educa- 
vivid expression of the growing them ,n life. tion campaign gained a new
dissatisfaction among young The most notable event in the momentum in 1949, when a
men. le to g u e emen s history of the society was the scheme was framed to carry on the 
in the country became anxious to change Gf its name to the literacy drive and social service
rp;?lkr° tT pmsH vp<i v^'frP “Calcutta University Institute” , work on a more permanent basisicalise themselves They felt the appellation by which it has through villages centres. A 
that it was necessary to piovide sincc been known. The resolution social service course was intro- 
proper facilities for the develop- to change the name was moved duced for training students of 
ment ot the social and cultural by Dr. Rashbehari Ghose, who college affiliated" to Calcutta 
aspects of education. Foremost was supported by Mr. F.J. Row'e University and workers belong- 
among those who applied then and Mr. A.F.M. Abdur ing to recognised social service 
minds to the problem was the Rahaman. organisations On completion of
Rev. Pratap Chandra Mazumdar . „ , . , t miirc.n staunch nuritan and a n rn m i-  A centre of best minds tae eight-week training course
nent member of the Nabo Bidhan The activities of the Calcutta j j e c^m m ^in^filageT^o^affi
Brahma Samaj. He roused the University Institute continued to Jexperi; n£ of ruraj jfe. Success-
consciousness of the educated increase in extent and variety. It fuf  students were awarded
and enlightened sections of our soon became a centre round T. tn^irnto
countrymen by issuing repeated which clustered the best minds of authorit-es' howevcr came to the
statements about the supreme Bengal. conclusion that the problem of
necessity of providing to the The purpose which the lnsti- adult education could not be
students of the University a kind tute has stood for, as one of its sojved by citv folk coinu to the 
of moral training which could most prominent members put villages and doin« reconstruction 
confer on them “good manners, it, is “to help in the building up Vvork there for a few days. They 
manly conduct, practical wisdom, of a manly and sound character therefore devised a scheme for 
a pious life and social order” , in the student.” _ organizing week-end training
He emphasized the influence that Though the Institute was set camps t0 train local workers, 
the elders could exercise in up for various cultural and y
improving the character of youth recreational purposes, it did not The Social service section of
and appealed for the establish- lag behind in recognising the the Institute organises pcriodicial
ment of contacts between the best importance of social service. It exhibitions with charts, posters, 
men in Indian society and took upon itself in all earnestness books, etc ; and observes a 
college students with the object the sacred mission of carrying Social Education Day every year 
of creating in the students a the torch of knowledge to the to popularise education among 
liking for upright and virtuous masses in rural areas. the masses,
conduct in life. The Social Service Section of It organised a seminar with a

The Society for the Higher the Institute started an adult view to helping talented students 
Training of Young men was education campaign in 1939 in developing their artistic and 
formally inaugurated at a meeting under the guidance of Dr. Syama literary abilities and at the same 
held at the Town Hall. Calcutta, Prasad Mukherjee and Dr. time meeting the growing need 
°n August 31 1891. under the Bidhan Chandra Roy. The for charts, posters and suitable
Presidentship of Mr. Justice students responded to the call literature for neo-literates and 
Tottenham.1 The meeting was splendidly, 557 of them enlisted social education workers. Suecess- 
largelv attended bv students themselves for the special classes fid competitors were given 
and Indian and European opened to train those who were prizes
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S Is* ? o ° o f iiso Iw  wGorkd w £ The Tata School of Social Work
founded in 1936 by the Sir n r  n  i

Dorabji Tata Trust to meet the T i e l d  W  OTK JOT S t u d e n t s
growing demand for standards
of excellence and efficiency in and community organisation, special interest groups in the 
social work. It was renamed the There is a full-time community locality. Special projects were 
Tata Institute of Social Science in organiser, who is assisted by undertaken in collaboration with 
1944. The Institute offers a two- another field work assistant, part- other welfare agencies in the 
year diploma course in Social time workers and students. The neighbourhood. Last year, a 
Service Administration with Centre runs a nursery school, chawl cleanliness campaign, cook- 
specialization in correctional hobby clubs and a play centre, ing competitions, family planning 
administration, family and child It: also organises special activities camps, a health week and mass 
welfare, rural welfare, tribal for women and social education medical check-up were arranged 
welfare’ urban community deve- programmes. There is an advice in collaboration with other social 
lopment, urban welfare, social bureau too-. ‘Worli Sandesh’, a service agencies, 
research and medical and psy- Marathi bulletin, is also publish- During the first year of train-
chiatric social work. ed by the Centre which is the ing all students are given field

‘R • < c tme ti1P maJor a§ency for field placement experience in group work setting
oesiaes mis corns , me group work and community which involves some kind of 

Institute offers one-year courses organisation. It also helps and work in the field of adult educa- 
in tribal welfare and social cooperates with locaI aPutono_ tion.
research and four months in- mous groups in the community. In the second year thoseservice training for organisers of b  K y ■ , . /  ,.J ' ,„ n tr«  specializing in rural and tribal
community centres. During the last three years, community development and

The Institute runs its own increasing emphasis was laid on family planning are offered a 
social service agencies in rural strengthening the grass-root theory course in social education, 
and urban areas. These serve organisations in the community To test out the theories, they are 
as field laboratories for experi- like tenants’ associations and given talks and lessons, 
mentation in social work and . . "
also provide field work training s o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m m e s  o f
to students. The following two /^l l r» i
agencies function in the field of L J l I i a t r a g a i l  Jl U S t a k a l a y a
community development and m i t r  x A J
adult education T ’HE Chhatragan Pustakalaya, torate of Social and Youth Wel-

, Vni-vn A which is servin8 one lakh of fare. There arc 38 adults in the1. Lok Karya Kshetra  . With people through its seven literacy class,
financial assistance from the KriOietiPQ in o r fnnnHpH in 1Q4R Kv _Rural Welfare Board of the Sir branches, was tounded m 1948 by 3 Bhartendu Sahitya Man-mirai v\ euare cornu oi me air SOme young students of Mmapur . Ti,n oCri- * a /
Dorabji Tata Trust and the vmafre it has a lihrarv classified , '  The Mandal, affiliated to 
Central Bharat Sevak Samaj, the ;n rTacS j 0f Bihar and sets an jbe “ Bihar Hindi Sahitya Samel- Denartment of Rural Welfare has ^ U a ss  1 ot Rihar and gets an ]an» and «Nagri Pracharika uepaitmeni or Kurai weiiare nas efficiency grant from the Super- S | . Vanmshi” k ;n
organised a Lok Karya Kshetra intpndpnt of libraries Rihar aaona, varanasm , is engaged in
in a group of six villages in ’ promoting literacy. It has
Thana district. The Kshetra is The library has 2583 books organised 20 cultural shows,
used as a rural field work centre, in different languages. It sub- jayanties and symposia.
It has a full-time community scribes to 42 magazines publish- ^  » . TI , .
organiser as well as part-time ed in India and abroad. trainhm seSon of
workers who run balwadis, youth The library consists o f : is called “Krira f Kendra’’7

1:, Circulars Library: To A-angements for out-door and
the village panchayats in local provide a library Extension m-door games have been made.
development programmes. service, the library has set up a Balknnii Unri • The chiid-In 1962-63 the Kshetra mobile branch with a paid “• tSalkanji Bari . lhe child

• i  . ’ K.sncira an who distributes books ren s section of the library isorganised a day camp in adult librarian wno distnouxes doois • schools Tt
education for women, a health on cycle among men, women and Un ^  ^  ‘P m y pfhar State
week a Panchavat Parishad children. The scheme is aided by ^  affiliated to the Bmar Mate
youth rallies, etc. ’ the Social Education Department Counci! for (r j ‘ldcy elfare its

2. Worli Community Centre : of the Bihar Government. wdflrP Bond S 1
I his is located in a thickly 2. Social Education Centre : L
populated working clas area The library has aSocial Educa- 6. Youth Club : The club is
in Bombay, It serves as the tion Centre which was set up in doing useful work in the field of
held laboratory for group work 1955. It is aided by the Direc- audio-visual education.
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To light a candle

A Report From Literacy House

LITERACY House (Saksharta supervisors of the Labour Welfare at 11,480. In addition, a cycle
Niketan) was established in Department, Kanpur, where library service was started in
1953 on the campus of the classes are held for men and August 1963, covering 10

Allahabad Agricultural Institute women from the industrial popu- villages. The membership of
with the purpose of combining lation ; a 23-day course in teach- this new library is 332, with
adult and social education with ing methods for 24 representa- 3,398 books borrowed,
literacy. tives of the South Asia Methodist

KCl . Church ; a course for -teachers Panchayat raj training
After it was shifted to ancj supervjs0rs 0f the Rajasthan . . .

Lucknow m 1956, it began to vidya Peeth Udaipur There were 26 institutional
grow as an institution for train- ' c " ’ F batches from January to
ing teachers in adult literacy Mass communication December. Three hundred and
methods, conducting classes in seventy-two Kshetra Samiti
villages for adults, training In January, 11 Afghan members were oriented. Two
authors to write books for new- workers in adult education came batches were organised exclusi-
literates and experimenting with for two months’ training in writ- vely for women. The camp for
new teaching materials. It opened ing for neo-literates and in teach- women dealt with institutions,
libraries in villages and brought ing literacy. Ten more Afghans personnel for women’s welfare,
out a periodical for neo-literates. came at the end of the year for facilities relating to ante-natal

, .  H a similar course. Two teachers care, child care and other subjects
i eiacy House also began to from Borneo also took a similar concerning women and children,

impart training to members of ,
development committees under ‘ Twenty-one three-day penpa-
the Panchayat Raj training The School of Writing con- thetic camps were held during the
scheme. ducted a training course for periods of heavy agricultural work

instructors in literacy work from at Nyaya Panchayat Kshetras in
In 1958, CARE extended its the Social Education Organisers’ Lucknow and Unnao districts,

cooperation to Literacy House in training centres. Members of Gaon Panchayats and
distributing teaching materials ,. , . . Nyaya Panchayats trained
both in rural and urban areas for An audio-visual training numbered 1,156. 
adult classes course was conducted in August,

and in the following months, Periodicajs
From 1959 Literacy House three courses in mass communica-

has been conducting the Condens- tions for District Information Ujala, a periodical for nco-
ed Course for women, sponsored Officers of Uttar Pradesh were literates, changed from a weekly
by the Social Welfare Advisory organized. newspaper to a monthly journal.
Board, preparing women for the " . , with three sections for readers of
junior high school examination. The following books were oifferent skills. Of special

published during the year: Sam interest was a pictorial issue on 
Ilaba, Zamin Sc Chand Tak, wjjat fhe common man should do 

Teachers training Hamare Yuwak, Naya Savera to meet the Chinese aggression,
Several training courses were Praveshika, Acci ^  ^  and a small guide book foi

conducted by Literacy House. ^ hT u bS u x f  Wa^sT
These were : a one-month course p 2, . T a. Simple Approach reading tor m,o literates, 
for teachers and supervisors of iKe, CI ’ -i nd Hmisine A research project on news-
the Naya Savera Project, held t0f ^ T t  w ^Ind ia  paper reading is under operation,
during February ; a similar ot 011 -
course for teachers from Afgha- Vill j:bl.arv Women’s condensed course
mstan; a 16-day re-orientation vu,afcC /  , , r mm tu  second batch ofc°urse for teachers from Distribution of books to from the second batch ot
Lucknow a 20 dav training villagers through our mobile students who studied for their 
c°urse f o r  Pih n iCachets of adult library has continued since July, Junior H.gh School. 12 appeared 
Illiteratw • M V f  Curses 1962. We now cover four and 9 passed. Two were given a 
conducted s L i  l ' n Z J v  for markets. The membership stands second chance and are now on 
the Literacy Houle teachers and at 830 and the books borrowed the campus,
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Adult education in Public attention on the
—— _ ----- ------------------ --------- —  importance of adult education

and the need for public co-opera-

U b jl  -sew, «p% ism _  g li°n- The programme comprises
I  I  d i  P  Sj r  a  Q  6  S  I i  observance of a literacy campaign

day, a literacy propaganda day, 
and a cultural activities day.

T HE work of adult education remaining 20 districts. In 1955, Primers and subsequent 
in Uttar Pradesh began with the schools were transferred to readers, literacy charts, matching
the establishment of the the Regional Inspectress of Girls c?r^s> word-building sets and

Education Expansion Department Schools and existed only in the s™ple maps were brought out by
on August 1, 1938, under the Lucknow region of the State. !be department, some of them
first popular ministry. It took Another measure in the drive m collaboration with publish-
up a four-pronged programme against illiteracy was to give *n2 firms. Guide books
aiming at removal of illiteracy, financial assistance to non- or adult education workers 
organisation of literacy cam- Government institutions engaged 'verc a'so published. A fortnight-
paigns, producation of literature in the work of adult education. ^  magazine “Deepak”, which
on the various aspects of adult Rs. 500/- was alloted to each dis- . e department had been publish-
education and winning the co- trict for this purpose. !n§ s'nce 1952, was converted
operation of the public and other Encouragement to voluntary aT ^ nthIy journaI called
Government departments in pro- workers was the third important aV Jyotl /
moting the work of adult stcp taken in this direction. For Publications are occasionally
education. each person made literate by him, brought out for neo-literates.

The first step in the fight every voluntary worker was There is an annual provision of
against illiteracy was the given Re. h  about Rs. 3,000 for the purpose,
establishment of Government Efforts were made to per- About eight publications for 
adult schools in rural areas. suacje other departments to neo-literates, for which there is a
During 1938-39, there were 960 educate their illiterate employees recurring provision of Rs. 10,200,
such schools. Their number and educational institutions to are brought out annually by a
rose to 1342 in 1943-44. undertake the work of adult department set up during the
Centre vacillates education through their staff and Second Five-Year Plan to pro-

1950-52 was a period of great students- raote plan Publidty-
changes in the history of the Libraries and reading rooms rv Thf Educatlon Expansion
adult education movement in the . _ Department approached em-
State. With the help of the Gove- lbe .Pf??0*10!1 ,of llteracy Payers and urged them to
rnment of India it was proposed was sought through the establish- undertake schemes for the educa- 
to improve conditions in the me^  °* network of libraries tion of their employees. It gave
existing Government and private reading rooms throughout them certain facilities to promote
adult schools and open 1,500 the first year, 768 the work of adult education,
part-time adult schools. But the hbraries-cum-readmg rooms were Modern methods
scheme had hardly been launch- UP; T.hey no.w total [fj°- In 1950 and 1953 the deoart pH wiipn tlip Gnvprnmpnt The libraries are given a monthly- m ivjv anti iv:u, me ciepart- 
ed when the Government of contin„ allowance and an ment conducted experiments to India withdrew the subsidy it had uuugency allowance ana an effectiveness .1 "
nromised to -five The scheme annual quota of books. Books iesi. ine enecuveness of thepiomisea to cive. me scheme are also sucmlied to information various methods employed in thewas largely wound up and a 1 old aiso suppnea 10 nnormaiion ... , . Tt
and new adult schools closed. ,ce"tres- The department pub- he tradit onal methS,Grants to nrivate schools were bsbes a monthly journal, “Nav me traditional ^ methods were
stonned Onlv a few of the Jy°ti’\  which is also supplied to better than the Pathuk, Manday
n«wT/ds,ar?edy ac tiS es  wSe the Hbrart* and In& nation and Lanback method*,
retained. These were the Centres- [n ^  social education pro-
establishment of a unit of the . The number of reading rooms grammes, the department made
production of films and film- is now 2,600. They are supplied use of modern audio-visual aids,
strips and the purchase of five w^b copies of a Hindi monthly The work was started with one
publicity vans for mass educa- and a Hindi or Urdu weekly. publicity van in 1945. Since 1952
tier, through film shown. There is an annual provision

One hundred and four adult ° l  Rs. 45,000 for the purchase n?.r vans belonging to the Social 
schools lor women were set up « *  publication of periodicals. Ed„ca‘tio„ S[|u„d which give fl „

’ ,nn m Allahabad A literacy campaign was shows. 
nc a,K W° (aci in f,1e started with a view to focussing {Continued on page 33)
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A thought for the future

W h a t  then m u s t  w e  d o !
WHEN the Indian Adult Education Association ’

was founded in 1939, the problems confront- Fifteen years o f  freedom and ten o f
ing the numerous voluntary agencies function- planning fo r  economic and social deve- 

ing in the field were two-fold : lopment have wrought many changes
(a) the need for public policies sympathetic to in the milieu in which the Association

adult education; was founded twentyfive years ago. It
(b) the need to provide expertise information to . V  . f < u  future

a host of enthusiastic workers unfamiliar IS ObViOUS that in planning Its JUtUie 
with technical skills in adult education. the Association must take into account

Slender as its resources were, the Association these changes and plan its activities
strove to meet these needs by functioning as a : accordingly.

(a) platform to mould public opinion to secure In the accompanying note,
recognition for adult education as an essen- U.N. Phadnis reviews Some o f  these
tial part of public services; changes and sets out a perspective to

(b) a clearing house to disseminate technical n/aw tfoe Association’s activities. Some
information pertaining to adult education. Qj-  ^  comments thereon are also

The modest efforts of the Association were published to Stimulate discussion.
amply rewarded and adult education secured tor ^
itself recognition as an important part of national ------ ——---- -------y-— - ------  ---- •
reconstruction in the context of a welfare state set common man. It is in the context of this back- 
out by the constitution. The focus of the Associ- ground, so radically different from the one in which 
ation’s activities shifted accordingly and it is time it came to be founded, that the Association must 
now to assess the situation and re-orient its frame its future course of development.
emphasis. The rural setting

For one thing, a major development altering the In the field of rural reconstruction, since 
Association s functions arises Irom the fact that the ^  Association was founded, adult education has 
State has assumed constitutional obligation to pro- emerged as social education and its acceptance as 
vide society with the services essential or its grow . an integral part of services necessary to induce social 
Furthermore as a corollary to the introduction of transformation followed as a matter of course with 
adult franchise and flowing from the dynamics ^  introduction of the community development 
resulting from the democratic form of a political scbemes. To impart the necessary professional and 
system, public policies will continue to be directed technical skills to the personnel manning the servi- 
towards providing the type ol services necessary for training institutions were either newly opened
the community to improve the quality of its life. A the existing ones assisted to develop suitable 
beginning in this direction lias been made and facili- traini facilities< The services put in the field were 
ties for the welfare and education of increasingly thug p*ovided with adequate facilities to function 
larger numbers of people are being progressively put effect£ el In addjtion to this several voluntary 
at the disposal of the community. institutions were provided with necessary assistance
Investment on social over-heads t0 e*Pand th,eir (ieId programmes.. These developments radically altered the

In terms of investment, welfare services, such as operational base of the social education movement : 
public health, education and the like, and rural jt no ionger rested on isolated voluntary agencies 
development programmes accounted for 15% and but predominently on a network of community deve- 
23% of the total outlay of 1,960 crores in the First ]opment blocks covering the country. The pro- 
Five Year Plan and about 11% and 18% of the gramme, moreover, had now at its disposal a large 
outlay of Rs. 4,600 crores in the Second. 1 he Third cadre Gf functionaries trained in the skills of social 
Plan envisages an expenditure of about 14% and education, possessing adequate facilities to sponsor 
12% of the estimated outlay of Rs. 7,500 crores. social education activities of different types. At

This scale of investment on welfare services and present, there are thus several thousand social edu- 
rural development programmes, although consider- cation workers in the country who, with their pro 
able, is conceded to be inadequate. Its most effec- fessional skills, are expected to promote social edu- 
tive utilisation is, therefore, essential if it is to make cation programmes in the community development 
a meaningful difference in the day to day life of the blocks.
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Mass apathy demands remedy
The operation of the programme during the dence has yet to show whether the core of

last ten years has revealed certain glaring weaknesses the problem has been touched,
in it. In the early years, it was envisaged that social This sjtuatjon Speus out the future role of
education would secure mass participation in com- £jje Association in this regard. Broadly speaking, it 
munity development programmes but it is now more must now become focus of initiative at different 
than evident that social education programmes have jeveis which could secure an effective utilisation of 
been unable to be effective m this direction. the servjces for socjal education and community
The need for correctives deployment available in the field. The utilisation of

these services would, inevitably, create demand tor 
This failure has been primarily because enhanced efficiency and the Association must
(a) the community development programme, anticipate requirements in this direction and prepare 

which has provided the organisational frame- itself to meet them.
work for social education, has been unable jn or(jer to develop an organisational base
to penetrate deep enough into the rural so- appropriate to this role it is necessary for the 
ciety to be able to create conditions for Association to maintain and develop liaison : 
social change. What is more, the programme . , , , . . , . .  . ,
has not been free from ambiguity regarding (a> the e'“ s 'n leadership at different levels
its objectives and has been unable to apply sympathetic to the objectives of social
consistently the basic assumptions of com- education, . .
munity development. It has, for instance, (b) the elite, particularly the intelligentsia in 
gradually receded from the fundamental universities and higher educational mstitu-
principle of community development that tions in small towns, from which initiative
agricultural development is a function of the could be forthcoming to carry the commu-
qualitative improvement of the rural society. nity onto participate actively in the process
Instead it has tended to emphasise its focus of social transformation.
solely on agricultural extension which has n  # orsKs-rnnh
identified the entire programme with a small TIOWIl to &rass too ts
sector of the rural society. As a result of In developing an organisational base for
this social education has suffered atrophy ; the purpose, it is necessary for the Association 
it has lost its relevance not only to commu- go to lowest level and build up and/or 
nity development but also to that vast sector activise primary units to assume this responsibility, 
of the rural society which was not the To begin with, the district would seem to be the 
primary factor in agricultural production ; most viable unit for the purpose. Perhaps, initially,

Z . , . . . , it mav be worthwhile cencentrating on intense work
(b) the limitations inherent in the organisational jn orje §tate where, within a given period of time,

structure of a bureaucracy has inhibited an attempt could be made to locate and develop one 
social education organisers from providing suitable focus in each district of the State so that at 
the type of initiative and leadership neces- ^  encj a pCr;0Cj a state Association of Adult 
sary for the realisation of the social objec- Education emerges from these various foci The 
tives of community development which is district unit for the Association would maintain 
essentially its leitmotij ; grass-root contacts and would strive to ensure a

(c) political parties have been unconcerned with proper orientation of programmes in order to induce 
the operational aspects of the programme, maximum local participation. The unit will also 
The ruling party, in most cases, has shown function as an agency to spot and secure elimination 
little awareness of the kind of political sup- Gf bottlenecks, administrative or otherwise, which 
port the programme demands ; the opposi- prevent effective functioning of services.
tion parties have, by and large, remained , *  ,,
indifferent to it and have neither politically The perspective defined for the role of the 
exploited its failure nor attempted to bring Association and for its organisational bui c P s 
the l- ind of pressure that would have pushed to reflect itself in the Journals of t ie ssoci ion, 
it in the desirable directions. As a result of Hitherto, these have been primari y is emulating 
this apathy at the lower levels, the pro- expertise knowledge and ideas in a u ucation. 
gramme has remained almost entirely at the They should now address themse ves no only to
mercy of petty officials whose commitment problem of broadening the vision ol workers and
is not to the community at large but to the attempting to widen the range o then conceptual
hierarchy in the bureaucratic structure. To image of society but also to pi o\ ide an understand-
some extent, the introduction of Panchayati ing of their own role in the process ol social
Raj has corrected this tendency but evi- transformation.

28



Dead weight of social structure

THE note of Mr Phadnis makes out a strong case and for which necessary legislation have already been 
for an organisational base for the effective opera- enacted. It is known that the rural community in 
tion of the Association. The need for such a base most parts of the country is not solidly behind the 

is obviously there; but the nature of the base and the ideology of social organisation that the Plan or even 
activities to be undertaken may probably stand some the Constitution has to provided for. What happens 
re-thinking. This is what is attempted in this if such conflicts are removed and the reforms and 
brief note. changes provided for in the laws, etc., are fully imple­

mented in selected areas like a few blocks or district 
Adult education is only one of the activities in would throw an extremely valuable light on the way 

the field of social education, the ultimate objective in which people need to be educated to accept such^ ^  
of which is to bring about a transformation of the changes and the effect of such changes on the peo- 
outlook and attitudes of the people so that they pie’s outlook, energy and enthusiasm. It is time
may develop more of strength and self-reliance and that at least in limited areas an attempt is made to
can contribute to the growth of a cooperative evaluate our whole social approach through a total 
community with progressive outlook towards implementation, before we proceed further along 
change. This was more or less the objective that new lines. Whether this would be possible or not 
was set forth as the goal of social education in the that should be gone into by the different parties and 
Community Development Programme. Unfor- groups operating in selected areas. But, in at least 
tunately, the importance and emphasis on social one or two areas if such agreement and cooperation
education in the Community Development agency are forthcoming, the action research of the type
has decreased over the years with the result, that envisages here would probably provide the ideal base 
even a desirable activity like adult education seems for intensifying and extending the operation of the 
to be suffering for want of organisational and activities of Indian Adult Education Association, 
extension support.

J. P. Bhattacharjee.
Under these circumstances, the future of social 

education seems to lie more in the hands of non­
official organisations like the Indian Adult Education A perspective for social education 
Association than in official agencies like the
Community Development Organisation. It appears T  do not agree with your diagnosis for the failure 
that at the present stage, such associations and of social education programme in the country,
bodies have to provide more of knowledge about Whereas your views concerning political parties
the type of community organisation and group seem to be acceptable, the main reason for the failure 
formation that is likely to take root in the Indian of social education work, to my mind, lay in its 
soil, the nature of the activities that can be taken inability to adjust to the role it was to play in the 
up by such organisations to bring about more of new set up, when, as per your own review, adult 
general participation by different sections of the education took the shape of social education in this 
people and the way the people’s enthusiasm and country. In the new role, social education should 
energy can be released from the dead-weight of the have drawn some social content from the available 
existing social structure. The reason for emphasi- technology of social approaches and methods of 
sing a need for such knowledge is that social working with people, which, unfortunately, it failed 
education programme in our country seems to have to do. Consequently, the social education organiser, 
suffered a good deal from the lack of indigenous who was to be the mouthpiece of the programme, 
orientation, sometimes even in spite of the good was not supplied with a proper definition of his role, 
will that could have been mobilised. Lack of definition necessarily led to absence of a

proper perspective on the part of the Social Educa- 
Need for action research tion Organiser and he was unaware ol what he was

supposed to do. This absence of proper definition and 
This gap in knowledge and understanding can a clear cut definition of his role, resulted into some 

be filled through some sort of an action research confusion regarding his programme of training and 
programme in areas where external political dissen- the SEO was not provided with the technology and 
sions and conflicts can be eliminated either through methods of working with people, by which he could 
‘Agreement or understanding. One of the lines of be successful in his undertaking and establish himself 

action research may be to test the effect on as an important functionary in the C.D programme, 
different social groups, factions and classes in the If the country, in its estimate of its needs and 
rural areas of a complete implementation of the priorities, has come to the conclusion that develop- 
socio-economic programmes which underly our plans ment of agriculture is one of its paramount
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Broadbasing the organization
necessities, we cannot say that social education has sations affiliated to them. Almost none of them has 
failed because of such a decision. The purpose of any active organisation at district level. It would, 
social education is to help analysis of the needs of therefore, be worthwhile to try to organise State 
the country as well as to provide the country with Adult Education Associations in a few selected
necessary educational tools for meeting these needs. States. Strange as it may seem, I have noticed in
It is, of course, undoubtedly true that in the process an allied field, that voluntary organisations function
of sorting out of needs and meeting them, a socially more actively in those States where the allied
educated community may lay its hands on new types Government Departments are strong. For example, 
of needs. ' in the field of social welfare, the Maharashtra

It, therefore, follows from the above that the Government Department comparatively functions 
main reason for failure of social education was our we a n c *t 1S a | °  °ur experience that good voluntary 
inability to provide a wholesome leadership to the organisations flourish in that State and they co­
movement. Whereas I would agree with the pro- operate with each other more effectively than m
gramme of work which you have drawn up for the other States. While selecting the States for the 
coming years. I have to suggest that the role of social purpose of organising State Adult Education Asso- 
education, the type of functionaries—both official 9iatl?ns’ uusih °f advantage to keep this fact 
and non-official—professional and political, are in view-
required, will have to be clearly sorted out. There The State Adult Education Associations will 
should be a mechanism to do so; what this ultimately have to be linked up in some suitable 
machinery should be, I would rather leave it for form with the Gram Panchayats. It is rather un­
discussion. I have, however, no doubt in my mind fortunate that these Panchayats have not been free
that before we look for an organisational base for from internal quarrels and party politics. I hope
the IAEA, we should have a broad based organisa- that they will get over it when they come of age. 
tion for (he IAEA itself! We should have provisions Qne of the main causB of a  tial fai|ure of 
m the organisation to take in new blood and Poopio Socia| Educatio„ movemellt is fhat neither the
S e l c a r n "  k a v a r & « e l s  § Government nor the main political parties have paidsocial education work at various levels. enough attention to it. It is difficult to understand

Sugata Das Gupta, that even enlightened leaders are not yet realising 
that only educated masses can help successfully in 

A hope unfulfilled implementing the development programmes. I refer
to this neglect to social education because in no

I  generally agree with the analysis given by you on other way can we explain the very low priority given 
the present state of social education and the part in development plans to this particular subject. Our 
played by our Association in this field. The Com- Association should mobilise public opinion at this 

munity Development movement has not fulfilled the stage, so that a sizeable amount is allocated to social 
hope that was kindled in public mind by its initia- education during the Fourth Plan. So long only lip-
tors. It is not necessary to analyse the causes lead- sympathy has been paid for the spread of adult
ing to the partial failure of that programme. It is literacy and social education.
sufficient for our purpose to note that the Social j h the Association will be able to formulate 
Education Organisers who were to be he vanguard a new basic approach to the prob]em and receive
of that programme were not given a chance to play better blic Slf  t and appreciation,
their role effectively. There was no uniformity of
approach and the Social Education Organisers were P.C.Sharma.
put under different departments in different States.
For various reasons the attempt made by the Minis- Need for State associations 
try of Education and other allied agencies, both . .
Governmental and non-Governmental, proved in- T  *ee' that there is a need for an organisational
effectual owing to the lack of full cooperation of the J . base. However, I would like to add that we
parties incharge of that programme. It is no won- should try to develop State Associations as well 
der that social education and community develop- f°r purposes of experiment. We may do intensive
ment programmes could not pull their weight organisational work in one State of North and one
together and they shared their failure in common in the South. This will enable us to find out on a 

It is a tragedy that many of the voluntary comparative basis the nature of problems, 
organisations in India, including our own, have not While we are trying to set up district units of the
been able to drive roots into rural areas. Most of Association, we should also try to see how the dis-
them more or less float in the air. The national trict units of other organisations such as the Indian
organisations^ arc located in one of the big cities National Congress, the All India Bharat Scouts and
am, actually lev of then, he 'l -otiv. i c organ;- Guides, the Indian Red Cross and the Bharat Sewak
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B uilding fo r1 a  m atisre dem ocracy
Samaj are functioning. My feeling is that the dis- participation, therefore, became the sine qua non of 
trict organisations have a multiple type of leadership. • Indian democracy. These commitments of the 
There are some people who are in a way professional Indian people definitely involved—or should have 
leaders and their main aim appears to occupy posi- involved—a shift in emphasis in the role that the 
tions in various organisations. Real workers who Association should henceforth perform, quite apart 
happen to be poor are generally neglected and do from what the adoption of the Community Develop- 
not get opportunity to work for the organisation. I, ment Programme involved as has been emphasized 
therefore, suggest that we should first of all have, in the note prepared by the Association. They 
say, two representatives from each State to form an meant that the Adult Education movement in the 
all India Committee. These two persons from each country should more and more address itself to the 
State must have a record of satisfactory work in the task of involving masses of people and their imme- 
area of adult and social education. I think you have diate leaders in building up a mature democracy 
already such people in the membership of the and a welfare society. The concept of welfare based 
Association and perhaps your present executive on democratic decision-making necessarily implied 
committee is also representative in terms of an increasing role to be assigned to voluntary 
various States of India. If it is not so, it may organizations in the new tasks ahead. It followed 
be made. that the Association’s role, far from being reduced

When we have got two persons from each State, °F diluted, henceforth gradually involved a definite 
they should be made responsible to organise the direction in the building up of Indian society along 
State Association and then employ some organisers these commitments. Adult Education was now 
who could tour the districts and form the district onwards to be mass education towards democratic 
units. In the beginning we should avoid elections participation and this was the special contribution 
for, as I said, there are some professional “leaders” the movement could make to the general and
who like to capture organisations and thereby diffuse idea of social education. (This concept of 
hinder the work. It will be a good idea to have special contribution is necessary, in order not to get 
a directory o f active social educators and of those . * irdo the more general theme ot social education, 
who are interested in adult or social education. I think the process giving up the identity of the Associa­
t e  teacher community as a whole can be made tion s own function. The note prepared by the
interested in the organisational base of the Associa- Association, I am afraid, gives such an impression),
tion. If we try to organise our units with the Given this changed emphasis regarding the role 
help of the teachers and the others who are con- of the Adult Education movement, what can one say
nected with education, social welfare etc., we will about the appropriate organizational base for an
succeed tremendously. Let us try to keep out the efficient operation of the movement'? 
politicians and make the organisational base 
entirely of the educators and of those who are Area of operation 
deeply interested in social education. *

A serious difficulty facing voluntary effort as a 
The last of the note has appealed me most be- whole in the country has derived from the scale of 

cause the journals of the Association can be very operation of the more important voluntary organiza- 
effective in bringing together various elements of tions. The level at which they function is either 
social education. I hope the organisational base the national level or the state level, more often than 
winch is to be set up will be a landmark in the not without any base below. Such a scale of 
life of the Association. We also need to strengthen operation has produced the queer result that volun- 
our training and research wing because without tary effort has come to depend more and more 
this our workers will suffer from a lack of up-to-date upon Government resources, oftentime even the 
knowledge and experience. stimulation for most activities coming from Govern-

Sitaram Jaiswal. ment programmes, which in turn has made volun­
tary bodies bureaucratic and lifeless. The need for a 

A shift in enrotiasis lower functional base for voluntary organizations in
“ general and for educational work in particular

THE significance of the coming of independence, cannot, therefore, be exaggerated. It is heartening 
from the point of view of the Association’s pur- to. see that the Association has awaken up to 
pose and activities, lay in two important com- this need, albeit belatedly, 

a dem1tS 0f Indian society. One was the acceptance of The district level as a unit of operation has much 
nerv r?lK? way of life and a corresponding machi- to commend i -elf. Over a longperiodofdevelop- 
toraise ih e?1SIOn"making- The other was the resolve ment the district in India has come to achieve
narticimmIe';eIsofthepeoplebymakingthemactive various criteria of optimum operation. If the 
t pants in the process of development. Public creation of an adult opinion in the country is the
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A purpose for involvement
primary task to which the Association intends to sooner the ideology of unanimity and forced con- 
address itself, as indeed it should, there is no doubt sensus are given up, and the sooner are conflicting 
that the district should become its new operational interests and felt grievances ventilated, the better 
unit. On the other hand, it is necessary not to do for the country’s development, and for public 
this in a blanket manner and to rely more on participation to become a reality. The Industrial
experimentation in the initial period. Experience Revolution did precisely this in the West. Planned
gained from a few experiments would lead to a more change can do it in India. If the adult education
precise conception as regards the general pattern to worker fights shy of conflicts inherent in the social
be adopted. situation, he will soon cease to be an effective agent

of social change, as indeed has happened to the 
In this connection there is one point that 1 should social education worker everywhere. He has to 

like to stress. Increasingly the district has also understand the reality and prepare himself and the 
become the technically optimum unit of politics and local elites to deal with it objectively and with 
administration in the country. Adult education effect. Only so does he fulfil his role as an 
activity will, therefore, find that its new headquarter educator, 
is also the headquarter of a large area of social and 
political activity. One approach would be to take p  . . . .  
the existing Government plans and help in implc- c a ta ly tic  agent
menting them. Another, however, would be to help The chief aim should be to raise the movement 
implement Government plans in so far as they of peoples’ initiative and to serve as a catalytic agent 
further the basic objectives and aspirations of the in this movement. Excessive reliance on the 
Indian people as assessed by men in the field, but machinery of Government has created a stagnant 
at the same time to try out other methods and situation in the country. If adult education is to rise 
techniques of popular involvement m nation-building, p , t0 its avowcd vocation, it must help provide 
at a more voluntary and self-help level. The focus the stimulus for such a movement. For this, it will 
indeed has to be on the democratic involvement of , . , ’
the people, on the creation of an opinion base for be necessaiy tor it to take into confidence important 
the same, and on the diffusion of an educated and local elites and other growing elements of socio-
critical responsiveness to ideas and institutions in political change. The new rising political leadership 
action. This is irrespective of whether they are
government or privately sponsored. ‘ le ^istrict lcvc' as we'l as the new class of

mofussil intellectuals must be mobilized, both
individually and institutionally, if such a movement 

. „ . , is to have any meaning. That this will also involve
crucsa_ pro em an Intelligent approach to political controversy is
The major issue in such a process of involve- true and the adult education worker should be train- 

ment, on that has frustrated much action and think- ed and red f the same> xhis is the ro,e f 
ing in the country, is something that has not been . .
squarely faced. The general result is that public the Association. It should be able to engage its own 
participation has become a platitude to which' every- workers as well as the local elites and institutional
one must refer, not a problem that has to be ]eaders in democratic nation-building, to emphasize
consciously tackled. The issue is simple ; involve- . ,
ment for what ? Nationalism is a spent force and experimentation and encourage healthy controversy
socialism has failed to enthuse. The problem is on public issues, to become a clearing house of new 
common to all underdeveloped societies. The answer ideas and knowledge provided by scientific research, 
as I see it, is to turn attention from the conformism , ,  ̂ ■
of planning and administration to the conflict and anc  ̂ to s ululate fresh thinking and an ysis on a
controversy of democratic politics. The problems more or less continuous basis. All this it can only 
of ihe people should provide the data for alternative do if it is in constant touch with this elite. The
J’. ' S  K ° n K CrySta" iSed l,hT £ h a C, itilCal t c,uItr  organizational base it adopts must answer to such a vation or public opinion, in which the social catalyst, b 1
the political worker and the articulate intellectual requirement.
actively participate, stimulating controversy and
readily to join issues whenever the need arises. The Rajni Kothari,
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M obile literacy  squads in U ttar P rad esb

( Continued from page 26 )
\

During the Second Five-Year Mobile Literacy Squad has. been models and charts depicting
Plan, two Mobile Literacy converted into a Mobile Goshthi improved methods of cultivation,
Squads, one Mobile Library Squad, which selects eight to ten cattle rearing, rural crafts, etc., 
Squad, and one Mobile Exhibi- villages in a district and holds in goes round the state and holds 
tion Squad were created. each of them camps of a week’s about 20 camps each lasting nine

The Mobile Literacy Squads duration. In these camps are days, in a year,
wort- Jr, r y 4 £ held discussions on current In view of the great
SO villaces for a • T ^ f  events- importance of films and film-
months "during which °they he^p Under the Second Five-Year strips as media of mass education, 
to organise temporary literacy Plan’ a mobile van was com- ^he department established m 
centres, youth clubs,Y libraries, missioned to give an impetus 19 r° a unit for producing films
cultural programmes, film shows to the library movement. The and filmstrips. came into
bhajans, sports, games and cele- van, equipped with books, charts, operation in May 1952.
brations of important festivals. Pictures and audio-visual aids, . A Fllm library came into
Talks on subjects suited to the g°es roi,nd the state and h°lds m 1950 wh^n fixe
needs of the people are also 10-day library camps at a place. publicity vans were purchased by. f t -  w the department. There are now

. ‘ A mobile exhibition van, 1475 films, 1141 filmstrips and
Since June 1961, one of the equipped with audio-visual aids, 342 slides in the library.

All good Educational Institutions have them. Does 1 
j your Institution have them ? 1
m fvwrwl =
" EmU  MEGH SLATED r o l l 'u p  BLACK BOARDS are famous in I
|  mSMlSSBt the educational field on account of their outstanding quality such 1
! iSESmmk as—Portability, handiness, anywhere hangability, writeability with 1
I Chalk, readability from any angle, erasability with duster and |
I availability in any size and type,

I They can be had in the following forms :

I * PLAIN, g r a p h , o u t  l i n e  m a p s , c o p y -l i n e , I
i DOTTED & MUSIC. ' f

|  They are useful for all kinds of Education such as :—
* PRIMARY * SECONDARY * COLLEGE * INDUSTRIAL  

CENTRES * AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS * ADULT & 1
|  * SOCIAL CENTRES A N D  MILITARY UNITS. |:
i  I*| For more information please drop a line to :

1 MEGH SLATE FACTORY (PvL) LTD* m jjm  I
P. O. Box No. 24, j

f BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDIA. |
SllllUIIHIHIllil»,|t|illiI||ll|i|ltnf||I|1|||||I||1|||in||Itll||lllll|I1||11|I!ltM|lll||llll||1|lli:ll|1M||1|||in||||||t|||i|I|lt|IiMI,:llllll|||||||t|:|||IM||ill|tH||||M|||||j|1(.:|1|11|I||I)|||il|(|i|||̂ ||̂ (|̂   ̂ ( “
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Gearing-up the machinery

An organisational framework
The Indian Adult Education Association should “ ~  .

really be an apex organisation, federating all institu- New tasks await the Association,
tions in the country which are interested in program- To meet the an appropr ia te  organi. 
mes of adult (or social) education. The first . . ’ • j  j  ®
programme therefore, is to build up the organisation sational machinery IS needed.
of the Association on proper lines, For this purpose, In this paper, S.C. Dlltta presents
the Association may have to establish branches in for discussion a  Five-Year Plan for

State and m every important Union Territory. (|]e deye| ,  „ f  the A ssociation.
The establishment of these branches, and the

development of some worthwhile programmes under -------------------------------------------------- -—— - —
them would be possible if (a) there is a whole time
Director for the Association who can look after through them, not only to retain the membership 
its work and also vitalise the branches ; which we might have initially obtained on a personal 
(b) the constitution of the Association is suitably basis, but also of increase such membership on the 
amended ; and (c) steps are taken to evolve worth- basis of the effectiveness of the services or 
while programmes which the branches can undertake assistance provided. These studies would be taken 
without difficulty and also to make the necessary up by the State branches in the first instance and 
funds and personnel available to them. they would be co-ordinated and developed further

by the Director of the Association.
Programmes at the state level what would be the nature of the programmes to

There are a number of institutions and organisa- be undertaken at the State level ? 
tions interested in adult education. There a ê The first programme would be that of awakening 
several others which could be induced to ta e pUblic opinion and the conscience of the Govern- 
interested in adult education if there is some local ment tQ tbe neecj for developing programmes of 
individual or organisation to stimulate them. he acjuit ôr socjaj) education, including the liquidation 
first step in building up the Association would, t ere- 0f mass ii]iteraCy. The Fourth Five-Year Plan would 
fore, be to get m touch with such institutions, be finalised in the next 12-18 months. This period 
organisations and individuals and to enroll them as jSj tfierefore; crucjai to see that, in every area, an 
members of the Association. adequate emphasis is given to programmes of social

Obviously, this task cannot be taken up at the education and that the necessary provision of funds 
national level, nor can it be organised from Delhi, is made in the Fourth Plan. The State branches 
It is, therefore, proposed that we should concern may, through conferences, writing in the press, 
ourselves mainly with the establishment of the State interviewing the authorities and such other means 
Branches and securing at least one good worker for try to do their best to secure an adequate emphasis 
each State branch. It would then be left tp this for programmes of social education in the Fourth 
person at the State level and to the State branch to Plan of the State or the Union Territory concerned, 
build up direct relationships with organisations and  ̂ _ .„
individuals interested in adult education and to . This task will not end here. Even if provision 
stimulaie others to come into the field Apart from *s. madf m ,the 1S ^kely to be curtailed or
the moral support which we can give to this pro- diverted. The attempt to educate public opinion 
gramme from Delhi, an important motivation would anc* to awaken the conscience of government would 
be provided by the proposed amendment to the therefore, have to be kept up continuously from year 
constitution under which the bulk of the member- to year. Vhile this responsibility would also be 
ship fees would go to the State branches for the ®bai"e.̂ > t°  some extent, by the Central Office at 
development of their programmes. In the early Oelh1, theie are different facets to the pro cm in 
days, the institutions or organisations interested in different areas. The State branches may emp tasize 
adult education would have to be persuaded to join these local aspects.
the Association on a personal basis. The services In the non-official sector, there is great possibility 
which we can afford to them are necessarily limited of developing programmes of adult or social educa- 
und will continue to be so for at ieast sometime to tion. The State branches should strive their utmost 
come. It is, however, necessary, right from the to develop this non-official effort in adult or social 
start, to ascertain the manner in which we could education. In fact, it would almost appear that 
build up services which can assist the federating this effort is likely to succeed better, if properly 
organisations. Such a step would enable us to organised, than the official sector. The State 
develop worthwhile programmes at- Delhi and branches should, therefore, try to get in touch with

34



Intelligentsia and the masses
large-scale employers of labour and see if pro- materials. Even expenditure on travelling etc., would 
grammes of adult education could be organised be comparatively very limited. Given some interested 
through them. Another useful agency is that of local worker who would devote himself to this 
educational institutions, particularly the universities cause, the organisation would not be very difficult 
the training institutions, secondary schools and the and would be extremely effective, 
public libraries. In their own way all these are
capable of starting some programme or the other In rural areas, the problems become more dif- 
of adult education. Though the contribution of ficult. Here the leadership is intellectually un-equip- 
each institution to the programme would be limited, ped for understanding or implementing the tasks of 
taken together they would be able to do a great deal, social or economic re-construction and one of our 
This would, therefore, be another important area major problems is to enable it to do so. Unfortu- 
which the State branches may activate themselves. nately, this leadership is scattered and the high level

It may be desirable to evolve separate pro- persons who could train it to an understanding of 
grammes for urban and rural areas while some tbc Pr°blems aie not locally available. The pro- 
programmes may be common to both of them. gramme, therefore, becomes costly; yet it is very

important. We feel that the Association and its 
Hastening the pace of change branches should organise a series of camps for this

In this connection, one important new venture °r leaders of the
may be suggested. In our opinion, the main PUbu l lh,°u d be t° this camp and
objective of adult education is to bring about the ‘™ tatl° n a'so be extended to university pro- 
desired social change. In India, the pace of change S°C'fn workers who are interested in
comparatively slow. Social change particularly is -p , , /  T, ^°a 10? 0 S>ve a lead to
very slow, the main reason probably being ,Jhe duration of the camps
that the intelligentsia which is capable of “ J i U S  t n t  membership of
leading this change, is limited in numbers f h , .^ 4 0  Persons
and its contact with masses, which was never fo sn  h V
very close, is becoming more distant every day. r i i rp i^ ay C0St+ about ,Rs- 1>250 and it should be
We" therefore, feel that what is needed now is to endeavour to organise one such camp at least
motivate a large proportion of the intelligentsia with v  ® ourable condltloas
a vision of the desired social changes, to enthuse it • , e’ 1 lona camps may be
to strive for bringing them about and to bring it in s e
2 ° s® fhl°Jiat i0n With„ t H- m+T l  th ffU8th,  WhT°um It would be futile to try to lay down any detail 
c l ™  nr S  ges W1!!n Itimalely ,b" effeActed- . J he programme for the State branches at this stage. We
Z 7  * L l l rW1Se °u 5e W0?  °f ^  A,SS0Ciat: r  have yet to bring the branches into existence and toand its branches will depend very largely on the find tfie personnd  for them. What has been stated
extent to which it is able to do this. We, therefore, above is, therefore, a tentative outline. This should
E g  i S t 8JY- SU8,fet t v P ro8rarpme.should,be be elaborated further during the next 3-4 months
and i A r l  h r n the Associatlon and a final shape may be given to it after the State
and ,ts branches during the nexf five years. branches are established. The Association may then

In the urban areas, this programme could be convene a seminar to which the whole-time or part-
more easily organised with comparatively less ex- time workers in all the State branches should be
penditure. We have a large number of learned invited. This seminar should discuss the suggestions 
people locally available for this work. Many of made by us above, and also all similar suggestions 
them are interested in the problem and several made by the branches or other members of the
others could be induced to take interest in it. State Association and then finalise the programme. We
branches should establish local organisations in the would, however, emphasize one point. While each
urban areas for the purpose of establishing and State branch should be free to develop any pro­
contacting small groups of adults who are interested gramme it considers worthwhile and which is locally
in problem of social reconstruction and to bring needed, the Association should also endeavour to
them in contact with the local talent which should develop one or two programmes on an all-India
guide them to a better understanding of the pro- basis. The programme of the urban or rural camps
hlems and to fruitful action. What is needed here which we have indicated above is one of such all
is more of human effort and less of money and India programmes.
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A centre for study

Change in developing societies
THE Association has under- luated the reading material The Association is at present

taken activities of pioneering available to New-literates and conducting a Correspondence
and experimental nature in suggested ways and means of Course for Workers’ on ‘Trade 

training of social education meeting those requirements. Unionism’ and ‘Collective
workers in urban as well as rural . . . , . Bargaining’,
areas in conducting surveys and The Association conducted on
evaluation to programmes of evaluation Project of Social The Association conducted
adult and research in problems R a t i o n  work m Delhi in a study of Rural Leadership
ncrtainin<* to aducation 1957-58 at the suggestion of the m the districts of Meerut, Buland-pcrtaimng to aducation. Deihi administratio^  shahar and Muzaffar Nagar, in the
Tratninn T . . .  year 1962-63. 100 village leaders

In cooperation with the were selected for detailed study 
The first training course was National Fundamental Education and a comprehensive question- 

held at Nagloi in 1947, under Centre, New Delhi, the Associa- naire was administered by investi- 
the directorship of Shri R.M. tj°n undertook an evaluation of gation team working under the 
Chetsingh. The training was 1 , , in].Pact. °f television in the direction of Mrs. Helen Kempfer. 
meant for the school teachers of field of social education in Delhi .
the district board so that they ln 1960-62., The Research Project The Association is at 
could undertake adult education was undertaken on behalf of All present conducting a survey of 
programmes. Besides this the India Radi° and was sponsored libraries m Punjab and Himachal
Association and Delhi Adult Edu- by Unesco. Bra es .
cation Association jointly con- The Association under- In order to plan research 
ducted a training course in 1948 t00k during the year the res- on an organised basis and feed 
as Delhi Municipal Committee re- ponsibility of running an adult the movement, the Association 
quired some trained adult educa- school for women to prepare has sponsored a research institu-
ed u c^ o ^ ce i^ ^ 'w h ich  ̂ t  "had them for High School Examina- _the’ ,
decided to open. tion from 1961 to 1963. It was Study of Developing Societies .

Th Accnfwtinn codn oinno a new venture for the Associa- The Centre will undertake basic 
with the Delhi State Adult Edu- tion. The Project had been research on patterns of develop- 
cation Association organised a started on an experimental basis ment’ behaviour and on problems
three months’ course for social at the suggestion of the Central of social change “  an SOCiety 
education workers in 1951 and . . . .  under the impact planning.
1952, 1961. It also organised Social Welfare Board, which pro-
training course in 1961. vided financial assistance for the Among other activities worthy

scheme °f note, mentions may be
Research and survey projects ' made of the Welfare Extention

The Association undertook in Workers’ education Project run by the Association
1957-59 a survey of cultural and A new field of activity where during the years 1954-55 and of
recreational activities in India . . . .  , .
an(j prepared a directory of the Association has made a the condensed course for women
agencies engaged in such activi- begining in workers’ education. In organised by it during 1961-63. 
ties as well as in South East 1960, it convened a workshop on The Association took over a
partly by°the Goveramem^of Workers’ Education to discuss Welfare Extention Project in the 
India and partly by Unesco. the ‘Methods and Techniques Najafgarh Area. A Project im-

The Association conducted of Workers’ Education’ and plementation committee was res­
in ’59 a research project another in 1963 on ‘Role of ponible for the work of a Balvadi, 
on the survey of literature tor Trade Unions in Workers’ Edu- adult literacy, craft classes, and
project sponsored b^Unesco. was cation’ with financia1 assistance recreational and cultural activi- 
jointly implemented with the from the Central Board of Wor- ties for women and children in 
Jamia Millia. The survey eva- kers’ Education. 1954-55.
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Meet the challemge ot social change
Says Silver Jubilee Declaration

The Silver Jubilee Conference, which ended its week-long session in Delhi lasLJnsntjl, 
had on its agenda a number of crucial issues that face us in our quest for a better life for 
our people.

The Conference, which was attended by many veterans of the, adult education 
movement jn-Jndia, adopted a declaration bringing into clear Tocus the role of adult 
educatioiTin the present phase of social development.

This is brief review of the more important issues considered at the Conference. A 
fuller report of the proceedings is wider preparation.

THE seven-dav Silver Jubilee Conference of the changing character of adult education in his presi- 
Tndian Adult-  Education "Association, which dential address. He pointed out that, historically 
ended in Delhi recently, highlighted several speaking, adult education had always been a part of 

aspects of the problem of securing mass-involvement the nation’s cultural existence and had made possible 
in the process of change that is now taking place in a wide diffusion of cultural and moral values. This 
India. Several well-known national leaders and process gave a distinct unity to the diversity that 
eminent men participated in the Conference and characterised India’s cultural pattern. Today, how- 
helped it to come to grips with what adult education ever, adult education had to be a conscious process 
ought to do to help people understand the meaning if the implication of the changes that was taking 
of these changes and equip them to meet their place were to be disseminated on a mass scale. Also 
demands. ~ another important difference marking adult educa­

tion from its traditional purpose was that adult edu- 
.Vice President, Dr. Zakir Husain, who has been catjon had now to explore the possibility of making 

intimately connected with the Indian Adult Education educative forces self-propelling. Literacy in this 
Association for the last many years, traced the context acquired a new importance.

| A Frank Appraisal
Editorial Board j Dr Zakir Husain was frank and forth-right in

Dr. M. S. Mehta his appraisal of what we had been able to achieve
Shri Maganbhai Desai since the nation accepted social education as a part

cl.- r r  m  c of the services the State had to provide to the com-
S n r iJ .c . i  a tin, i.e.d. munity. He regretted that social education had not

Dr. T. A. Koshy shown any satisfactory success and to put in proper
Shri H P. Safcsena. perspective the magnitude of the task lie ahead, the

Vice President pointed out that by 1966 India’s 
Published by illiterate population in the age group 15-45 would

Indian Adult Education Association, have reached the 200 million mark. As against this
17-B. Indrcprastha M arg,Now Delhi our effort to make people literate was pitifully slow.

Annual Su b scrip tio n  [n the decade 1949-59 less than 5i million persons
Bs. 8.00 : Foreign $3.50. had been made literate. To make up for the slow

Single Copy Re. l.oo progress, the Vice President suggested that it would
______________  ___be necessary to make at least 50 million persons



Create climate suitable for endeavour
literate in the fourth plan, 75 million in the 5th and Shri Asoka Mehta, Deputy Chairman of the 
the rest in the 6th. Planning Commission, who presided over a sym­

posium on national integration warned that unless 
Dr. Zakir Husain emphasized that literacy was the nation moved fast enough, we would not succeed 

not an end in itself nor was social education solely in meeting the problems resulting out of social and 
to confine itself to this aspect of adult education. He economic disorganisation in the country. Calling 
pointed out that it was necessary to instil among our for an intensive effort to create a climate of endeav- 
people the conviction that they were citizens of a our in the country, Shri Mehta said that the creation 
free country, which was on the march to threshold of of a will to achieve economic development was the 
a new era. This new era was of our own free choice one thing that was not limited by factors beyond 
and deliberate action. It was, therefore, obvious human control, 
that unless the broad mass of our people changed
their outlook from the traditional to the rational Shri Mehta said that educationists, particularly 
and imbibed the ethos of scientific techniques, those engaged in the work of social and adult 
such planned change would be difficult. Moreover, education could greatly help in accelerating the 
it was necessary for them to acquire a consciousness pace of development and in hastening the process 
that they were the architects of this change and rid of social change necessary for it. Emphasizing the 
themselves of fatalistic inertia. importance of social education, Shri Mehta cited the

instance of the four eastern districts of U.P. which 
Awareness of Moral Foundations were phenomenally poor and backward with a per

capita income of about Rs. 150/- a year which was 
Another conviction which Dr. Zakir Husain half that of India as a whole. The faster rate of 

emphasized needed to be developed among people, development of such areas, Shri Mehta said, depend- 
was an awareness of the implications of the popula- ed as much as on the input of material resources as 
tion explosion that was taking place. He pointed on leadership available to create a social climate 
out that while in the 30 years before 1921, population capable of absorbing those inputs, 
had increased only by 12 millions, in the 30 years ^
after that year it had increased by as much as 109 Referring to the problem of national integration, 
millions. This accelerated growth of population Shri Mehta said that this question should be thought 
would leave India with 555 millions in 1971 and of in the context of social goals which we could 
719 in 1981. The only way to check this pheno- successfully evolve in the nation as such. Shri Mehta 
menal population growth was to instil among indivi- referred to his experience as Chairman of the 
duals a conviction that human dignity was supreme Committee on National Integration and said that 
and as such demanded consideration. As distinct Committee had discovered that the problem was 
from the nature mere animal, planning family was not really as insoluble as it appeared at first sight, 
inherent nature of man and he should build-up a In fact people rallied round to the nation the moment 
family as a complex of spiritual bonds. The Vice awareness developed of a problem facing the nation. 
President thus called on adult education workers to „ - r
awaken among people a consciousness of this I tie  JLOgiC Ol Qjrrowm
inherent dignity of human being which would not . . . . , ,  , . • . . .  . . . .  .. f .
tolerate children die like flies for want of food or Shri Asoka Mehta pointed out the other s  
care or to grow into sub-human social liabilities for that acts as a bond between different States was the 
want of eood breeding loSlc mherent m econom,c development. Thus, he8 a 8' pointed out that irrigation problems were now being

The third conviction which Dr. Zakir Husain thought of in terms of river valley projects encom- 
wanted adult education worker to cultivate among passing regions as a whole. Similarly the develop- 
people was consciousness of the great past which ment of electrical energy we were increasingly 
they had inherited and of the moral foundations of thinking m terms of regional grids, leading to a 
the Indian State. Our State was not a mere embodi- national grids.
ment of technical competence and unlicensed power ^  ,, ,, n ,, _ . , , e r>i0„„- „ n __
but an institution built on moral foundations. It . Dr- V K.R.V. Rao, Member of P.annmg Com- 
sought to combine power with morality, techniques mission, brought to bear his expertise as an econo- 
with ethics, progress' with social justice. It was to rn,st on challenge before adu t  ucation in 
these objectives that our people should be com- bring about economic and social development. Speak- 
m tied, Dr. Zakir Husain said. mg Wlth an impassioned fervour, Dr. Rao established

the correlation between economic growth and 
Several speakers spelled out in details the broad investment on literacy and pledged his full support 

approach to adult education that the Vice President to find for adult education the maximum allocation 
had sketched in his Presidential Address. of funds.



Propaganda, no substitute for learning
Universities in India are increasingly beginning to cited the instance of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Tamil 

realise the contribution they can make in adult Nad and Andhra Pradesh were the leadership in 
education. Dr. Deshmukh analysed how this new Panchayat institutions was vibrant with the urge to 
role that was emerging for the Universities could render these institutions useful to the community, 
become an effective endeavour in adult education.

The University Grants Commission, Dr. Desh- Precondition for Survival 
mukh said, had allotted a very small amount of
money to universities to undertake programmes and These stimulating lectures supplemented by the 
several universities had made beginnings in these mature observations of Srimati Durgabai Deshmukh, 
directions. More money would be necessary for Pandit H. N. Kunzru and Shri P. N. Kripal who pre- 
universities to undertake any large scale adult educa- sided over the various meetings let the right temper 
tion programmes which would make an effective for the conference to adopt with acclaim Silver 
impact of the community as such. Jubilee Declaration, moved by Shri R. M. Chetsingh

a veteran of the adult education movement which 
Dr. Deshmukh referred in this connection to called for intensified effort to provide the community 

adult education work done in Western countries and with facilities for continual education. “Life long 
said that in U.K. and U.S.A. universities extension learning” the Declaration said, “has become the 
work of University was fairly widespread although condition of survival in our age. The integral place 
it covered only a fraction of adult population. of adult education in the life of a people, there­

fore, brooks no argument any more. The school,
Institutional Bottlenecks *he "oIlef ’ thePubljc Librafy “ J  organised oppor­tunities for various types of adult learning ranging

t-, , , . . . . , from literacy to continued education must be recap-
The problem of increasing oui agricultural tured as essential components of the provision for 

production continues to loom large over the country education in the ]ife 0f the people.” 
in spite of intensive efforts since independence. The
Community Development Schemes have extened their Warning that propaganda and preaching were 
services over le whole country but the utilisation no substitutes for the learning process, the Declara- 
of those services in hampered because of several tion ca„ed for opportunities to the people to partici- 
mstitutional bottlenecks. How can social education pa(e in the exacting exercise of learning. Such 
< e p o remove these bottlenecks . opportunities, the Declaration said, could be provid­

ed by voluntary organizations like the Indian Adult 
This was the question Shri S.K. Dey, Minister for Education Association.

Co-operation and Community Development, sought
to answer in his speech. Shri Dey, with charac- A most appropriate finale to the Conference was 
teristic candour, squarely, admitted that the hopes the inspiring valedictory address of Dr. S. R. Ranga- 
with social education were incorporated in the CD nathan, the world renowned authority on Library 
programmes had been belied and had not made Science and a former Vice President of the Associa- 
a dent in removing the crusts of historical dust that tion who said that while, during these 25 years the 
had accumulated over social institutions. Association’s main emphasis had been on influencing

the Central Government, it should now turn its focus 
Speaking on the functioning of the Panchayati Raj, on harnessing the leaders who were locally iufluen- 

Shri Dey said that efficient functioning of Panchayati tial and seek their support in adult education work. 
Raj institutions were impaired by the factional con- Dr. Ranganathan said that adult education, to be 
fiicts in different States. In those States where such effective, henceforth would have to draw into its 
factionalism was kept under check, a young leader- field sages and seers who were capable of intimately 
ship emerged in Panchayat elections. He specifically communicating with the people.

DEPUTATION MEETS EDUCATION MINISTER
Following the conference, a deputation met the Union Education Minister, Shri M'. C. Chagla 

and placed before him some of the pressing problems of the adult education movement, f);
M. S. Mehta lead the deputation which consisted of Shri R. M. Chetsingh, Smt. Durgabai Deshmukh, 
Shri V. S. Mathur and Shri S. C. Dutta.
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S i l v e r  J u b i l e e  © e © Ia n ',stt£fl«u o n
Adult Education

The following is the text of the Declaration adopted by the Conference.

WE look back at the 25 years of endeavour, We pledge ourselves anew at this stage in our 
struggle and modest achievement which lie development of address ourselves more dedicatedly 
behind us with some measure of satisfaction, and steadfastly to fresh endeavour in demonstration 

We note with thankfulness that today the country and experiment in the field of adult education. In 
shows signs of a new awareness of the conception of this resolve we bespeak the active co-operation and 
education which the changing world presents to us. concrete encouragement of all men and women of 
Knowledge is recognised today as a growing dynamic goodwill, official and non-official, as we go forward 
force in the life of society the world over. Tradition- in faith to serve our people to grow in knowledge 
al patterns of thought and behaviour and old modes and march with mankind in making the world a 
of administration and government can no longer joyful brotherhood. The presence of friends from 
enable the citizens of today to prove equal to the abroad is a heartening reminder that we are not 
demands which the impact of technology and indus- alone but are a part of an international endeavour, 
trialization make on the individual in this era of -----------
rapid change. However, we are painfully conscious J  c e n o i n t i n n ’ 9 N o w  F ' r o r n  
of our insufficiency in the face of the needs of adult ^ - ^ O L l U l l u n  S n e w  S h A V L U l l V V
education in our land. T^HE conference elected the following as the

It is both natural and right to conserve the office-bearers and members of the Executive of
values in the old; even so, we must learn the art of the Association,
adjustment and adaptation to facilitate the processes President 
of creative growth and maturity. Only thus shall Dr. M.S. Mehta, 
we make the role of India purposeful and significant Vice Presidents 
in the One World which is emerging in our age. Shri R.M. Chetsingh.

No educational practices limited in scope and Shri A.R. Deshpande.
purpose to the old systems are adequate for the Shri R.R. Diwakar.
essential task of bridging the gulf between the temper Smt. Durgabai Deshmukh.
of science and adventure characteristic of our times Shri J.P. Naik.
and the traditional liberal outlook. Knowledge Smt. Sulochana Modi,
grows and widens the field of struggle and develop- Honorary General Secretary 
ment for humanity. The assimilation of this secret Shri S.C. Dutta. 
of growth will result in cultural creativity, economic Treasurer 
productivity, social dynamism and political stability. prof jyj Mujeeb

Life long learning has become the condition of Associate Secretaries 
survival in our age. The integral place of adult Shri V.B. Karnik.
education in the life of a people, therefore, brooks Dr. T.A. Koshy.
no argument anymore. The School, the College, Shri N.R. Gupta,
the Public Library and organised opportunities for Shri K S. Munisvvamy
various types of adult learning ranging from literacy Shri Satyen Maitra.
to continued education must be recognized as Members 
essential components of the provision for education y.s. Mathur
in the life of the people. This should be given gjirj j  q  Mathur IC S  
unequivocal recognition in the directive principles of gohan Singh
the constitution. Shri M.C. Nanavatty.

We must never forget that propaganda and Shri S.R. Pathick.
preaching are no substitutes for the learning process. Shri U.S. Gour.
It is being realised increasingly throughout the Shri Balbir Chopra,
civilized world—and in theory, at least in India— Shri Hukam Chand Jain,
that the people must share in this exacting exercise. Shri R.L. Mehta.
Voluntary bodies, such as ours, are an essential Shri Anna Saheb Sahashrabudhe. 
part of the forces of organized advance along this Shri G R. Damodaran.
path. We are glad to note that those who hold Shri S.S. Pande.
positions of authority and influence give growing Shri S.N. Ranade.
evidence of recognizing this truth. Shri Mustaq Ahmed.
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In  the Memory o f a Great Lady

Activities of Kasturba Trust, Gujarat Branch

AFTER the expiry of Smt. activities such as health and Section has been started to deve-
Kasturba Gandhi, a fund was sanitation work, adult education, lop land for the gaushala. Also
raised in her memory and the shram-dan, staging of dramas an Arogya Sadan looks after the 

Kasturba National Memorial and holding prayers and spin- sanitation of the training centre 
■ Trust established in_1945. Women ning etc., are also conducted at and the surrounding villages. 

Pratinidhis of the Trust appoint- the Balwadi centres. People in the nearby villages "are
ed in all the States oy the Central Recently, _ under the scheme provided with medical aid. The 
Executive Committee. of Panchayati Raj, a new kind of women trainees get training in

As desired by Gandhiji, the Gaining has been sponsored by ante-natal and post-natal care.
Trust carries out activities in the dlis institution. All women A Kasturba Sawalaya is main- 
rural areas of women’s education rnembers of Nagar and Gram tained at Sardarnagar, Ahmeda- 
and village uplift Panchayats of Gujarat State will bad for helping the refugees from

T, Z .  rai I . no. be glven trainin§ for an ideal Pakistan. There the poor and
The Gujarat branch has been developing village under Pancha- destitute refugees and the old

Smt 'sm-larlevi Simhhai f T  the yati RaE Women Punches are and infirm people are given free 
t o  ?8 veal Tm t S«lade,i 8ive" P ^ i n a r y  knowledge residential ■facilities and paid
wfs PratinidhUf t ”e bran* fo I T * 1"8 CaSf-dole!- v \ h“ e ish aa number of vears She retired mm ? 1 u d 1  Panchayat. tailoring section, which teachesanumoeroi years, bne leniea This scheme has been entrusted tailoring to needy women. Also
h?rSe? X h ier cmiH n f  yf f ’ im  t0 this institution by the Govern- training in midwifery and nursing
a v lilaS  S  ■”“ * of G1>arat a"d Iadia- h given to women a? the Mater-availaWe to the branch. Hema- A gaushala is also run at the nity Hospital at Ras (Dist.
Sm?“ s S h a '  “ he°V g S ;  K°ba Vid,alaya' A" Agrieulture Kaira).
branch of the Kasturba Trust is C ■ I r  i .
carrying on the following muiti- S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  in  A h m e d a b a d
farious constructive activities, ._ ,T„  *, , , ,

Women who have passed the l o c a t i o n ' c L n S i l  onil s. va™ us Programmes.
Vernacular Final Fvamimtinn are A Education Committee is The Committee issues every
given homescience^ whig Gram aPPomted by the State month a Samaj Sikshan Patrika
levika Training at the Kasturba Gov^nment every three years, in which different and various 
Gram Sevika Vidv-ilavn Koba The first Committee was set UP informations are given to adults 
ThTL scheme to S ta  Gram in 1952 ul,d'!r Government's new in a simple language under-
Sevikas forthe block development ^ T t ^ S T n m e m T ’ ds ,, s,a”daMJ  *>V'“  ad“'<s' f department of G u ia r a t  S ta te  The Government aids the On the first Sunday of every
Th^ duration o f t h e t r a i n i n f  is committee to the extent of 50% month, the Committee holds 
one y e a r^ U n fo rtim a te w o S  of the actual exPenditure> a convention of all its men and 
such as wiHotvc nnH Hpctitiupo’ incurred on its various social women social education workers.

education programmes. Eminent social and educa-
were unable to  r n n t m i p  the ir  The Ahmedabad City Social tional workers of the country- 
studies after na^ine t h = r  Education Committee has are invited to give talks at the
standard IV or V are giventain- adopted aJJ the objectives convention on topics touching the
in« for the Primary School su8gested by the Adult various aspects of social education,
certificate (condensed course) for Rdu?atioa Co™nittee appointed The curricula prescribed by the
two years at the Koba Vidyalaya by the Central Advisory Board government are g . v e n t o t h e  
No fees are charged and lodging of Education in 948 workers at this convention
and boarding provided free. The -++Up to March, I f f  Com\ Every second or third year 
duration of this training is two ™ttect. inducted 3692 social a social education workers 
years education classes, in which training camp is conducted by

‘ . 80,523 adults, both men and the Association for 15 days,
' ti S° -,a wad* Centres are run women took part. Out of these about 400 workers take part. 
Kofi16 t 1 • ®es surrounding the 37743 adults passed their test The Committee arranges
Lj,.a training Centre, where examinations and were awarded cultural programmes throughout

f i r imsL -i316 ,ooked after by certificates. the year, especially from "Dec.
P r im a rv  lkl! iandaregive® pre'  Up to March last year the 1 to 7, which is being observed

c y education. Other Committee spent Rs. 3,44,126 as Social Education Week.
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Pattern of a State Programme

Social! Education Activities in Assam
A State Social Education Officer, last. Nearly 1,000 centres offer- up the morale of the people by 

directly under the Director ing four-month courses are being intensive propaganda and dis- 
of Public Instruction, looks run by voluntary workers, whose semination of correct news to the 

after the social education pro- service at literacy centres will be illiterate masses, 
grammes of Assam State. He is counted towards work in the .. r .
assisted by nine District Social labour bank. It is proposed also Community cen tres  
Education Officers. Two more toward cash rewards and certifi- Community centres have been 
District Social Education Officers cates of merit to half a dozen of organised as area libraries-
are yet to be appointed. best literacy teachers in _ each cum-recreation centres. Sixty

* t t.p various Dro- block. As a further incentive a four community centres have
grammes."of social education in 50% subsidy for an inter-State been set-up throughout the State 
the State great emphasis is being t°ur will be given to at least two out of departmental funds while
laid on adult literacy, as the best literacy workers in each lt has been recommended to
attainment of literacy is considered block. each development block to
a pre-requisite to the building up Five permanent adult schools establish six to ten such centres 
of an enlightened community, to impart education upto the near-about the headquarters 
capable of taking part in and be- primary standard in three years of the gram sevaks, who are 
nefiting from all development have been started. t0 1°°^ to tben: functioning,
programmes. In order to train the adult lite- In order to train up the youth
x . A racy teachers nine training courses leaders to run libraries and the
.Literacy ana Its ieilOW-up we organised last year_ In tde community centres, seven social

Prior to 1963, only four-month first State level seminar on social education workers training camp 
courses were offered at adult lite- education held in 1961, it was are run every year, and 1050 such 
racy centres and in the absence recommended that attempts should leaders have been trained 
of a well-knit post-literacy pro- be made to establish one good since 1959.
.gramme, the neo-literates often library in each gaon sabha area. A bi-monthly journal devoted 
relapsed into illiteracy. It was, Accordingly 1200 rural libraries primarily to the cause of the neo- 
therefore, decided last year to have been set-up. They are recie- literates is being published by 
extend the term of the literacy ving annual grants from the the department for distribution 
centres to eight months compris- government in addition to aid to the adult literacy centres 
ing three phases. The first phase from the block development and other social education 
consists of four months, during funds. organisations. In addition to it,
which the illiterate adult is made L ib raries  as Multipurpose books for neo-literates have 
literate with ability to read simple _ . . r  r  been published, besides a number
books. During the second and Institutions 0f occasj0nal hand-outs and
third phases of two months each, The libraries are being built brochures on social education, 
the neo-literates are provided up as multi-purpose institutions, A hand-book for social educa- 
with 12 follow-up books, specially as the library service alone cannot tion workers also has been 
written for them, on different create an impact on the entire prepared.
topics. In between two phases community, which contains a Popular lectures on topics
there is a gap of two months, large number of illiterates. Com- re]ated to the lives of the rural 
synchronising with the cultiva- munity Radio-sets have been ins- pe0pie are arranged at the 
tion and harvesting seasons, tailed at many of the libraries, community centres In order to 
Nearly 1,000 centres have been and radio listening groups have aCqUajnt the people with 
organised throughout the State been organised. scientific and technological
:h and outside the development Youth groups with definite development in the country, so 
blocks since April last. It appears programmes of agriculture, sani- that they use modern techniques 
Mat the scheme lias ieen popular tation, social service etc., have jn their respective fields of 
with the younger age-group, tut been organised around a large work. 
m sPitc °J a enthusiasm, the number of libraries, group
number of womens centres is reading of newspapers every week Children’s organisations under

has been very popular since the the name Moina Parijat, 
A Vidvadan Movement was declaration of the emergency, are organised at all places where 

inaugurated in six development these youth-groups have rendered women’s organisations are 
blocks in the State in November very valuable service in keeping functioning.



Social Education Among Rural Women

Saroj Nalini- Dutt Memorial Association
THE late Shreemati Saroj and pilot project for training sanctioned a grant for a pilot

Nalini Dutt came in contact rural women in home economics, project for training rural women,
with many women’s institutes nutrition, child-care etc. chiefly in home-economics. The

in Britain and other European The production centre started idea is to carry education and
countries and made a plan to help trained women who find service to the doors of the
establish mahila samitis in towns difficult to get suitable employ- country women. An elaborate
and villages in India with a view ment or start an independent scheme has been drawn up for
to imparting to women education, business. the purpose, involving an expen-
industrial training, knowledge of xt diture of about Rs. 47,000.
sanitation and hygiene and ocnemes
training in child-welfare. During It will have two trades only The scheme will extend over
her lifetime she established a few at the first stage viz., handloom three years. Six villages in
mahila samitis. After her death and cloth printing, the centre Bishnupur areas (24 Parsanas)
her husband the late Shree Guru will supply outside orders for have now been selected for the
Saday Dutt, took up the cause Khesh, dusters, table-clothes- venue of the first year’s work. In
left unfinished by her and curtains, bed-covers, printed- 0ne of them viz., Baragacon
founded the Saroj Nalini Dutt cloths, towels etc., and also other- Gahalia, a central camp wlll'be
Memorial Association in 1925. wise arrange to sell its products, established. Other sets of six
The Association has launched a The workers will be employed on villages will be selected for the
great movement for the uplift of a commission basis. Supervisors venue of the second and third
women on democratic and socio- employed on a salary basis, will year schemes. The party of the
economic principles through a run these trade centres. A new workers will include a teacher a
large number of affiliated mahila building at the Association’s demonstrator, a doctor and
samitis. premises is under construction honorary lecturers and instructors,
International Affiliation t0 h°use these centres. and will move from village to

T • , .. . , j The National Federation of village in a suitably equipped
In the international field the Women’s Institutes of Britain has mobile van.

Association has been working in _________
collaboration with the Associated

of which Shreemati Aroti Dutt is GUJARAT VIDYAPEETH
the Area Vice-President for Asia. /""lUJARAT Vidyapeeth con- these backward and rural

The Association has 38 vJducts a social service college, communities such as poverty,
affiliated mahila samitis in the named Shri Mahadev Desai ignorance, unemployment, hy-
rural areas, at which' about 800 Samajseva Mahavidyalaya. The gienic conditions etc., are under­
women receive training in a chief aim of the college is to taken from time to time,
number of useful handicrafts and prepare graduates for various From 1952-53 to 1962-63, 561
social education. fields of social service. adults joined the social education

It maintains a model indus- The students of this college classes conducted by the college,
trial school at Calcutta, a senior put in as part of their curriculum, °ut °f them 275 appeared in
teachers’ training college, which a certain amount of field work the final examination and
trains teachers mainly for in the rural areas and backward 258 passed.
Primary Schools, 16 social educa- city. One of the major fields --------
tion centres in the districts, a of social work that they under- VIDYOTTEJAK MANDAL 
coaching class for adult girls, take to organise Social Education JAMNAGAR
preparing them for the school classes. They also perform
final examination, and a mater- variety of group and community The Vidyottejak Mandal at 
nity and baby clinic with a family work including cleaning of Jamnagar was established in 1953 
planning centre attached. It also homes and surroundings, with the main objective of 
brings out a quarterly journal holding prayers and organising spreading education. 
Bengalakshmi. recreational activities. The The Mandal today runs seven

Recently the Association has students work in the Social institutions, at which about 
undertaken a number of new Education classes everyday from 2000 students are receiving 
schemes. The major ones are a ^ to pun., except on Sundays, education. It also runs a hostel 
production centre for women Surveys of the problems of for the students.
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Nationwide Spread o f Programme
Adult Education Committee of National

Christian fOourseBl
THE work of the Adult Educa- State levels. About 70 such written for the neo-literates

tion Committee of the workshops were held in 1962. during the year are—Bee Keep- 
National Christian Commit- Primers and books for neo- ing (Tamil), Three reading cards 

tee of India extends into every literates are produced in every for Christians (Marathi), Corn- 
State, except Jammu and language. In addition to that panion to Wachan Killi 
Kashmir, and in the main langu- posters, literacy certificates etc., (Marathi), Three Stories, Shanti’s 
ages of India as well as some are prepared. The primers con- Prize (nutrition story), Literacy 
tribal languages, such as Santhali tain no Christian teachings, and Songs Book, Stories in Verse, 
Kui and Saora in Bihar and Orissa follow-up material is both chris- Work and Prayer and My Com-
and Ao, Konyak, Zeme Naga and tian and secular. panion (all Oriya), Primer and
Thadou Kuki in Assam. A literacy day is celebrated Charts (Laubach) Roman

The framework of the Com- every year when special meetings Script and Primer and Charts 
mittee’s organisation is a volun- held, certificates and prizes dis- (Laubach) Bengali Script (both 
tary adult education committee tributed and new scholars and *n Santhali). 
in every State, which is represen- teachers enrolled. Magazines for Neo-literates
ted on the national committee. Fifty neo-literates from villa- are published in Gujarati, Tamil,
The national committee meets ges in Khariar district held a Telegu, Marathi, and Oriya.
annually. two-day rally in February. Only The Committee is placing

Some of the activities of the people whose names were on the “Tin Trunk Libraries” in villages 
Adult Education Committee are : ro^s adult classes were where literacy classes have been

„ . , , , invited. Many walked 20 miles held in order to encourage people
Evening and day classes to attend the rally. Special talks, to keep up the reading habit. 

j°: adults the teacfieis are competitions and puppet and Rs. 5400 was spent on the
volunteers, but in some cases, a fi]m-shows were organised. Some scheme during the year and 108

o ™  s J d e n f T  ° f *he W
comes literate. About 600 such _ _ _ ■ „ M

i a n sd i ^ i 9°6r2ganised through' AlS-lodia M ass BducmVmn
Training Institutes for teachers ®  €» 1 ©1} W

and supervisors are regularly ~ #
held. This training is either in
camps or teachers’ training insti- r PHIS society of mass-education The Society, therefore, produced 
tutes, high schools, colleges, was founded by Paramhans books for neo-literates and
etc. Promoters are appointed for Baba Raghavdasji (Brahmi- brought out journals like Gaon-
some districts in the States. They bhoot) on January 26, 1946 at ki-Bat and Paramhans wall- 
help in the establishment of 101, Daryaganj, Delhi, to newspaper,
evening classes for adults, hold continue through mass-education jh e  Society also conducted 
demonstration classes for the the effort for Poorna Swarajaya training camps to train workers 
volunteers and train to encourage according to Gandhian principles. for mass-education. The Govern- 
them. At present there are five According to Gandhiji, “sell- ment of Uttar Pradesh wanted 
full-time organisers in Orissa, government means continuous rural teachers to be trained on a 
Tamimad, Andhra, Bengal and effort to be independent of large scale In the absence of
Bihai About 300 volunteer government control. Swarajaya accommodation the Society pre­
teachers, promoters and organi- means the consciousness in the parecj mobile training squads on 
sers were trained at the various average villager that he is the tjie pattern of cultural missions
training institutes throughout maker of his own destiny.” 0f jyjaxjco_
the country in the year under To attain this ideal the society m  _ . . . , ,
review. evoved a new method of . The Society acted as educa-

Writers workshops to train imparting literacy to adults, tional advisers to the Govern- 
people in the art and techniques known as the Chorus Key word men  ̂*or severa‘ Years. 
o! producing simple literature, Method, if proved popular. In 1962 the Society establish- 
suitable for the new reading There was no follow-up literature, ed its national headquarters in 
pub ic aie held-up the national especially for the rural adults. Patparganj, Delhi.
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An experiment in Delhi

ldai*a Talim-o-Taraqqi
THE teachers of Jaraia Millia Night schools It was against this background

Islamia, being educational Tjje adujt education move- that> through the efforts of the
revolutionaries who provided ment of the Jamia was popuIan late Shafiq Sahib, the piece-meal 

instructions to the youth in £fforts were made in and out- efforts of the Jamia in the field 
consonance with the demands of s;de rvm; to <;fart crhnr)i<; of adult education were knit
the great national struggle for 0nthesame^pattern At the alb ™der a department known as 
freedom, did not forget their India Muslim educational con- Idara Talim-o-Taraqqi (Institute 
duty towards their less fortunate ference held at Delhi in Decern- ° ‘ Adult Education) with a view 
brethren, who could not have ber, 1926, a resolution by Hafiz particularly to making experi- 
schoolmg while children. While Fayyaz Ahmad, the director of rnents jn adult education, 
doing their duties in regular tbe campaign, to start night The Idara planned rieht from
institutions of learning, these scbools throughout India was the start to take up in addition 
teachers found time to organize carried unanin?om]v t"e ,.l’r+ P’ aaaiTl01}
adult literacy classes during their ea unammously- to adult literacy, a programme of
leisure hours. But, as they were Reading and writing Urdu, education to develop in the
at the same time soldiers of the elementary arithmatic and funda- adldts such capacities as would 
freedom struggle and were mentals of religion were the enacle them to co-operate for the 
frequently being called upon to subjects taught in the Jamia night 8° od 0 . e society and, at the 
serve on the battle-front, these schools. At the very outset it sa™e time> prepare them to 
efforts could be carried out only was felt that the education of the utdize opportunities of their own 
when time permitted. adults had to be different from progress. The aim was to create

that of schoolboys. Mr. Abdul ^  them a spirit of self-reliance, 
Early efforts . I was only in Ghaffar Mudholi, an expert on and awaken their dormant 

1925 that adult literacy work liter in the Jamia prepared a ’ facuIties ° /  . understanding,
cou d be taken up in Jamia two.year syllabus, ^h id i accepting and assimilating higher
Milha m an organized manner. Iater revised and extended t0 social values.

took iVthese days*was the open- three years- With this conception of adult
ing of night classes for mass The campaign received a set- edVcati°n in view, the aims and
education. Dr. Zakir Hussain, back due to non-availability of objects, and the piogramme of 
Vice-President of India, who was books suitable for adults. The work to achieve these objectives, 
then Vice-Chancellor of Jamia Jamia itself was not in a position which were laid down for the 
Millia, was himself among the to prepare and publish them. “rst time> were: 
teachers. Many college and Ultimately, because of this (a) Aims and objects: 
school students also assisted in drawback and also other difficul- ’ , r
this work. ties, the night schools had to be , } J °  ^  a syllabus of

closed down for the time being. edu.call°" and Prepa ê
The drive started with 100 TJ ^  ^  . teaching aids and necessary eqmp-

adult students, and within three d̂ara Tahm-o-Taraqqi ments accordingly,
or four months, the number rose The period between 1935 and (2) To establish Circles of 
to 286. Among these were 1938 saw an historic turn in the Education and Proeress (Halaa-i- 
factory workers, cart-drivers, struggle for freedom in India. It Talim^TaraqqO in different 
masons, labourers, barbers, was for the first time that, under parts cf the locality selected for 
stone-masons, confectioners, vege- the Government of India Act of the campaign, 
table sellers, water-carriers, 1935, popular governments were
domestic servants and child formed in the provinces, with (b) Programme of work :
workers. They were examined Congress Ministries in a (1) To prepare an Adult
after three months and 70 of majority of them. Side by side Literacy Primer and a Primer-
them passed. After some time a with basic primary schools, which Guide for teachers, 
night-school was established in were being opened all over the
the outskirts of the city at country by workers of the (2) To prepare and publish
Barah Touti. This area was Constructive Wing of the a series of booklets for neo-
mostly inhabited by businessmen AICC, large-scale efforts were literate adults, 
and persons engaged in cottage also being made by Congress (3) To prepare and publish a 
industries. A commerce class Ministries to bring literacy to the series of wall-charts consisting of 
was specially opened for them. masses. fundamental Islamic Teachings
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and necessary information per- book, comprising ten easy les- and _ expanding experimental
taining to cultural and social sons ; exercise copy books for activities, starting of community
aspects of life. adult learners, and wall-letter- centres and publication of reading

‘ Halqa-i-Talim-o-Taraqq i were charts for read>' reference. material for the adults,
required to perform the follow- In addition to that leaflets on Education Centre : As it was
ing functions : general knowledge, and wall found that the scheme of opening

/ 1\ Tn npr,17afip parh and charts on teachings of the Holy Circles of Education and Progress
man anH woman Koran, sayings of the prophet, on a voluntary basis did not work

o7 thyp W aSv Z  J u  J T d T e  health and hygiene etc. were well, it was decided to run only
that he or she would make an Printed and distributed. Politi- one Education Centre to serve as
illiterate adult literate in a year. cal and cultural maps of India an experimental laboratory in

y and the Islamic world were also accordance with the revised plan
(2) To run educational cells prepared. of work.

in the locality with a view to The Talim-o-Taraqqi Library The activities assigned to the
imparting to the people religious consisted of books for neo- Education Centre were :
and social instruction and deve- literates on religion (Islam), ins- n ) Daily publication of a 
loping in them reading habits. piring st0ries, poetry and litera- iarge-size wall-paper, with occa-

(3) To maintain a circulating ture, civics and geography. sjonal special numbers on various
library. The literature prepared for topics, such as ‘Russia’, ‘New

(4) To make the people teachers and voluntary workers Delhi,’ ‘Haj.’
health and sanitation-minded and comprised the prospectus of the (2) Daily display of charts,
also to draw attention of the Idara, Adult Education : Some posters and pictures.
State and local Governments to Suggestions for You, Libraries ,,, T f . ,
make improvements in the sani- for Adult Education, and Idara f ^  the mobile library of the
tary arrangements of the locali- Talim-o-Taraqqi, How it Func- centre
ty. tions. ‘ _ . . . . ._  . . , „ A tt i • -r i-_ (4) Free distribution of• (5,} T,° popularise educa- The first Halqa-i-Talim-o- infovrmative booklets,
tional wall-charts. Taraqqi (Circles of Education and

The first oroeramme to be Progress) was opened in 1938. It . (5) Arrangements for listen-
]a,n?becl "„ aPb?g scale was Dr. worked under the direct control “ <1 speeches on
Laubach’s Each-One-Teach-One supervision of the Idara, one of ine raai°- 
Campaign. The campaign had Rs functions being to open, with (6) Evening classes.
Gandiji’s approval and blessings, the help of the local enthusiasts, (7) Arrangement of lectures
and also similar efforts were educational cells for providing from time to time in the local
being made in other parts of the religious and social instruction to mGsques for those who wished to
country. people, to develop in them read- learn the Quran with translation.

Elaborate arrangements, in- •SucJtedm e^andw Jm e^of the (8) . Arrangements for those 
eluding door-to-door campaigns t0 serve their illiterate who wished to listen comments
to get service pledges were made . hb* b signing the pledge on the da.ly news and day-to-day 
But despite all the devotion and r  • events.
efforts for a fairly long time, it . ’ „ (9) Arrangements for lectures
was found that the Each-One- During the first two years of an(j dramas in the evening.
Teach-One Campaign of literacy workingthe Marawas abfe >0 (]0) Arrangements for scout-
was a wasteful venture in India, establish one more Cite ^ games for bovs of the
The other activities on the pro- Education and Progress, with a games *WS ot the
gramme of work, however, pro- number of voluntary educational y‘ .
Iresscd statisfactorily and by cells. A review of three yearsi work
1944, when the Second Plan of After the failure of the Each- at the close of 1946 showed good 
work was drawn up, the Idara One-Teach-One Campaign, the progress The average number 0f 
was able to show the following Idara discontinued the voluntary working days was 10 pe y 
progress : character of the Circles of Educa- Community Centre
1 Hfrature ind Librarv tion-and-Progress Movement, and In March, 1945, according to

, _ 3 . instead, decided to run Education the plan, a community centre was
In the lield of preparation of Centres with a minimum of paid established at Ajmal Khan Road, 

teaching material, several books, sta -̂_ Karol Bagh, in the premises of
S S “  l S £  « -» " ->  « »  J e  uou-boarCex Primary School
cards, having the Urdu alphabet In 1944, the Idara revised its ot tlie Ja
on one side and their joints— plan of work. The new plan laid The plan of work included a
exadh opposing them on the emphasis on the opening of Edu- reading-room, a library around 
other ; a primer a post-primer cation Centres with paid staff which a literacy circle could be
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built up, organisation of educa- variety of subjects such as litera- treraely imperative at that time
tional, literary and festive func- ture (including introduction to that Muslims, on the one hand,
tions, short-term courses of famous books and to famous were made to believe that condi-
decorative crafts for leisure writers and poets), biography, tions were coming to normalcy
hours, and tournaments to create history, geography, civics, and there was no need to feel 
interests in games. economics, general knowledge frustated or frightened ; and the

. etc. Adult beginners found Hindu and Sikh refugees, on the
This community centre work- these books very interesting, other, to be helped to resume a 

ed successfully under the super- useful and readable. normal life, with feelings of
■ w dens^ip  of M r Barkat Mi . difficulty of preparing a removed from

Firaq. One of the remarkable suitable primer for adults had ™ rainds- . , , , ,
characteristics of the Centre was been realised. A beginning The Idara, with the help o;
that all the people of Karol Ba<ffi was made Wlth an alphabet chart, some outstanding personalities 
irrespective of caste and creed’, This was folIowcd bXa Prinjer> and organisations c.g., The 
participated in its activities complete with instructions. An- International Students’ Service

other booklet was prepared for and the Shanti Dal of the All- 
This community centre, was the after-primer stage, which India Congress Committee 

perhaps, the first organization of consisted of ten lessons in easy- opened a relief centre at Bara 
its kind in Delhi. The experiment to-read language. Afterwards a Hindu Rao, with two branches 
was continued and enlarged in number of pamphlets (“Stories,” of Pul Bangash and Qasabpura.

Dnlhi afr r ,oih7e “Writing Letters”, “Learning The centre started a tailoring
“ h ^  /  f i  lumbers etcV V6re Pr+epare, and knitting centre for womenT

n J h  i  i model for the forgiving reading practice to a children’s club, a propaganda 
De h, Mumcpa Committee, those who had finished the ad to counteractP Amours,
which opened in 1949 a number primer. These books were leadi to panic> and eliminate 
of community centres on similar graded. feelings of fear and anxiety from

Under a scheme to provide the minds of Muslims, and a 
Reading material for adults: preliminary religious instruction, social service squad, which

This had been a long-standing the Idara prepared a number worked in Muslim mohallas to
problem. There always had been of two-leaf pamphlets, which help the people solve their
a paucity of books for the adults, proved very popular. The Idara economic difficulties.

. „ also prepared some booklets This relief centre in the
The books written for the for guidance of adult educa- course of time developed into a

the^adults^from^anv^nnint fnf tion workers’ such as ‘E tho logy  community centre, where Hindu, 
Sew d The THnrn sSw nnn t hS  ?f the Adults, ‘Literacy Campaign Muslim and Sikh adults as well 
w av nut hut to evnanri its scheme m tbe Pd'piPPines > ‘People s as children came together in the 
o fY memrina l Pnnw  fnr n^, Colleges of Sweden’ ‘Workers COUrse of various educational ot preparing books for neo- Educational Association of Great and recreative activities 
literates still further under its Britain’, ‘Campaign of Mass and recreatlve activities.
second plan. Education in China’, ‘The . Encouraged by the experience

r , ,. ■_„ c L  • i gained during the relief-work
The first thing to do, of Cultura} M*:ssions of Mexico, period (November, 1947 to March

course, was to discover the needs i f A m l r k ?  A S 1948)> the Idara restarted its Edu-
and the tastes of the adults. In the Ne°ros of America . cation Centres’ Movement. The
fact, one of the objectives be- These programmes of the two re]ief centres at Bara Hindu
hind the Experimental Education Idara progressed well till 1947. Ran and Pul Bangash were chang- 
Centre was to utilize them as During the disturbances, the ed jnt0 Education Centres. By 
means for establishing free Experimental Education Centre, March, 1948 the Idara was able 
contacts with the people in order the Karol Bagh Community to establish three more Educa- 
to find out their needs and in- Centre and the head office of the t[on Centres—at Qasabpura, Gali 
terosts. In the light of the Idara were destroyed. Some of Qasim Jan, and Jama Masjid, 
experience gained, the Institute its workers left the Idara. One wjth headquarters at Matia 
prepared a comprehensive scheme was killed. The Idara suffered Mahal (near Jama Masjid). 
for the preparation of 500 books more than any other department The nature of work done in 
for neo-literate adults. of the Jamia Millia. these centres was not much diffc_

Many of its workers took the Third phase rent from what had already been
initiative and wrote a number The Idara started the third established in the second phase,
Of books themselves. By 1947, phase of its programme in 1947 b u t ,w£.rk was now done on a 

ie Institute had, however, been vvhh relief work among the mucb digger scale, 
able to prepare only 198 books. displaced persons, both Muslims As experience was gained new 

The books covered a wide and non-Muslims. It was ex- schemes were worked out. In a
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booklet ‘Basti Ki Talim’, the made by the late Shafiq Sahib in For a number of women
Idara worked out a comprehen- the field of adult education. the crafts learnt at the centre
sive plan of work. This plan, in a The factor which led the have become a source of income,
nutshell, required each of the cen- Idara to open this sort of educa- Most of the women who came 
tres run by the Idara to have at- tional institution was the general the centre, either for learning 
tached with it a children’s club failure of the community educa- crafts or for taking part in the
(Bachchon Ka Club), a youth tion centres to bring parents activities of the Mothers’
club (Navjawan Biradari), a (particularly mothers) to the Assembly were illiterate. They
parents’ association and a centre, where lectures on child soon realized this drawback and
women’s club. Urdu classes were care and general up-bringing of feit the need for learning to read,
started at these centres for children by specialists were jhe  Institute opened literacy
illiterate adults, and Hindi classes organized for their benefit. As classes for them,
for those who knew Urdu or children often proved instrumen- . , . . „
English. In addition to that, tal in attracting their parents to The ^primary object ot the
English was taught to those who the programmes for them, a Mothers Assembly being
knew the English alphabet. Post- Balak Mata Centre was started inculcate among women the spirit
literacy classes were also as an encouragement to mothers of co-operation and community
organized. to come to the centre. It was life and to provide them with

* • f mnrV at thp«p established in the premises of the occasions for getting together,
c J e T = S0fS  U —  a, Matia Maha,. «h= AssegMy o r ^ p . c n o
of the community was quite A small-scale nursery class national and seasonal festivals,
satisfactory. was started for the children in the Recently arrangements have

Several new projects were age range 3-5 years, on moderate been made to hold tutoriai 
started by the Idara : charges, so that children of classes for Muslim girls for pre-

Bachchon Ki Biradari: The poorer parents might also be parjng them for various exami- 
idea behind this project was not benefited. It was made compul- natjons such as Matric, Inter- 
a new one. A beginning had sory for the mothers to come to mecjiate, Adib, Adib-i-Kamil 
already been made with a small the centre for sometime daily etc>
children’s club in the pre-inde- and work in company with the Talim.0.Taraqqi: Another

wafnow%xSndedThe m0V6ment enjoined upin°io make frequent important project undertaken bywas now expanded J p homes of the child. the Idara was the publication of
During the post-Independence . , ■ suggesting to a monthly magazine, named

period, when most of the Idara’s thg mothers how t ®|y could after the institution itself i.e., the 
attention was devoted to relief • e conditions of their ‘Talim-o-Taraqqi’. A cyclo-styled
work, it was generally seen that, h aseho]d with practically no edition of the journal came out 
while parents were burning with tional e x p e n d i f u r e ’  in December, 1949 The ournal
feelings of anger and hatred, their , . now is running in the 15th year
children mixed together freely A Mothers Assembly was also Qf jts publication. It provides
and proved instrumental in started. Its membership was reacjing material on a variety of
bringing the parents into the fold made compulsory lor all the professional subjects and topics 
of the fdara’s educational pro- mothers wishing to get their in the geid Qf adult and social 
grammes. The Idara’s workers children admitted in the centre. education. 
in 1Q4Q established an active Efforts also made by the workers
federation of local children’s to enlist the active co-operation Literature production: The
clubs called1 Bachchon Ki Bira- of the local people in establishing Idara, in its pre-Independence 
darj Thjs federal body in and running the centre, so that scheme had planned to produce 
addition to offering a variety of they may be ultimately able to 500 booklets for neo-literate 
a c t I S s  to c h S e n  also p S id -  take over the work of the centre adults It was however able to 
ed occasional training and gui- from the Idara. publish only 198, mostly for the
dance to those who wished to This experiment proved very J rlJa“  de^d^nce^p^iod
work among children. successful. Encouraged by its hS h t n ^ e r  She

The activities of Children’s results, the Idara opened two ^ S£ ded to COVer the 
brotherhood were not confined more centres, one at Kasabpura
to the city of Delhi. In also set and the other at Beriwala Bagh. In 1947-48, a separate depart-
up branches in other cities such The Matia Mahal centre now ment—Literature Production
as Rampur and Amroha. provides women with facilities for Section, was brought into being

Balak Mata Centre (Child- learning various arts and crafts, for this purpose. The new 
cum-Parent Education Centre): in particular sewing and department took up the task of
A Balak Mata Centre was the embroidery. A full-time craft revising the literature already 
last in the chain of experiments teacher has been employed, existing and preparing new titles.
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Pioneer in the State

^%s©re Sfiafl© AduSi Education Council
lyiYSORE State is the pioneer cate his ideas in writing clearly, 12 circle libraries and 12 central 

in the field of adult educa- read news and interpret it libraries.
tion in India. As far back correctly and prepare and main- The libraries are becoming 

as 1912, Sir M. Visvesvaraya, tain day-to-day accounts of a more and more popular day by 
Dewan of Mysore, organised simple nature. Taking these day and the council is not able 
throughout the State about 7,000 points into consideration a to meet au tbe demands on it 
literacy classes, along with a committee of experts evolved a for want 0f furidc The council's 
network of circulating libraries, method and prepared a set of centrê  o f a c tS ie s  iŝ  tL  vSlage 
A magazine called Vignana’ was suitable text-books to make the Vidvaneeths — residential rnl-
also published to popularise adults literate within 150 working ]eges_have been set up for
scientific knowledge. But as soon hours (5 to 6 months). impart libral education to select­
ed + u- Visvesvaraya *be A teachers’ guide was also ed youngmen from the villages.
State, his schemes were set aside prepared jn addition to a pro- The youths get training in rural 
one by one. In some parts of gramrne of intensive training. leadership, laying emphasis on
Mysore State, a few educationists eUnn]ementarv reading cultural, social and physicaland authors were also conducting As supplementary reaamg _+ ,„;+n
experimental literacy classes for material, a weekly news-sheet, U d
adults during the period, called ‘Belaku’ (Light), was handicrafts as the core.
Associations like Karnataka started along with a series of The first Vidyapeetha was
Sanghas and Youth Leagues follow-up reading materials. started at Nanjangud in 1947
joined in the effort. Thirteen District branches and now there are 8 Vidyapeetbs
per cent of the people in Mysore Tn r „rrv functioning throughout the
State were literate in 1940 In cai!ry , s "teracy pro- State. Unesco and the Ford,e vere literate in 1V4U. in gramme throughout the State, Foundation have armreeiated the
w as"™  ?.ed \yZZ T o l  *hi  C0U',dl h‘,S sr cd “  S t o  T hrL ?d PPFo™da.lon
students from Mysore University °®“ s “ • r itS ? "?  t t  '*  '  has g,,en a grant of 11 '00’00() to 
to make people literate and to r to L  °  S  ti My.s?T? start a Vidyapeetha in each 
provide thern access to general taluk^ district‘
knowledge. They visited nearby The council is a non-official , In recent years this scheme 
villages once a week to render voluntarv organization having has obtamed the technical col- 
social service. Later they started a constiL io n  approved by thl Ite ra tion  of Denmark, which 
hteracy classes m Mysore city. St t Government The central has established .an experimental 
The success achieved in there cSmcil c o n S  of founded P altry  farm. The field of 
classes encouraged them to members ex-officio members Danish technical collaboration
o » Z o f  in ° ‘her “om iuSd meSblrs. " S S S  has b“ ” » « — * aud nowparts of the State. patrons and elected representa- co^ers several aspects of agri-
Early beginnings tives of the ordinary members of cultur®* The aid is largely con-

T * . „ the council. Literacy is one of centrated on the Vidyapeetha at
In 1941 a committee, called the several activities nf social Bhivaragudda at present. The

the Mysore State Literacy Coun- education conducted by the VidyaPeetha at Nanjangud has
cil was formed. It drew up a council About 1 500 literacy been rec°gn‘sed as a permanent
plan of literacy drive throughout classes are conducted every vear, tfainin8 centre for conducting
the State. The government offered with an enrolment of 30,000 sbort courles for Vllla8e Pan‘
liberal ai an co-operation. adults. After the primary and c1-layat members.

The council set down func- post-literacy tests, the successful Production of reading materials 
tional literacy as its goal. By adults are admitted to the , • c
functional literacy it meantthat follow-up book club, called Vidya r 'S ?ne °
an adult should have a reading Mandir, wherein graded books t S T n S f  ' X  
vocabulary of 3,000 common specially written for fixing literacy m1in.:t . ' t i r e/  :|e’ tbe 
words in Kannada, with a speed and spreading knowledge are used. d tjnn „ t „ 1 !s.b^  a p!0'
of about 100 words per minute; These Vidyamandirs also serve text books f \ r a d icb P^ePares 
should comprehend what he as a miniature library. The fnX br°e a d ± i tS f d foL‘ow* 
reads within this vocabulary council has an effective network d a w fl„n 6113.. V? tbre® 
range with at least 80% accuracy; of library system in the State. ° ' eevy news-sheet and
and have the ability to communi- There are 2.600 rural libraries (Continued on page 22)
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On to fifty  years of work

Bengal Social Service League
T HE Bengal Social Service literacy and social education and literates and reference materials 

League is one of the premier to improve the effectiveness of for social education and literacy 
non-official organisations in adult schools by making adult workers.

Tndia devoted to the study of education meaningful ' and Several literacy classes are
social service. It was founded in practical. run. It takes on an average
S S S  o r T*‘ A g u e 's  training consists

S S m £ ffiRatodi»- (a) Social education teachers’ writing demands^?'everyday Hfe 
Taeore Sir P C  Roy Sir courses. Six such courses, each indep| ndently. Certificates are 

SojendrSa h sL l Sir R^ma- of a month’s duration, have been presented t three tevels of 
„ phattpriee amon" others held since 1961. literacy : primary, secondary and

£ o n e t a  T  theothfe (b> Urban literacy, teachers’ functional literacy stage. 
we!e at workshops. These courses are of The League has a youth club
w YtntionSSDJ Kulidas Nag the about 20 hours in the evenin| s at for the boys of the community, 
nrfs n Pre^^en Sined^ h the a t r e . .  Literacy methods cultural functions organised by
feagS as Assistant' Secretary ^  ^  ^w i ; n iqic Since April, lyoi, seven suen and other programmes.
duck, in courses have been held. A number of girls from slum

Jhrom its inception the main ]̂ uraj literacy teachers’ areas are learning to knit and
emphasis of the League has been W0rks[10p • since September, sew at the centre. Some of these
on constructive activities, tne 1962 11 such courses have been girls have joined the sewing
educational activities of the beid.’ classes through the literacy class;
League were widened into a Tbe totai number of teachers others become literacy students 
popular educational movement trained thus far jn an three types after attending sewing classes for
with a permanent School o courses jn the last two years is sometime.
Popular Education, at the oyer There is a pre-basic school for
League’s headquarters m yeague has published a the slum area children between 3
Calcutta. number of text-books, charts, and 6 years. They are given a
Ran°e of activities guide-books and news-sheets, full meal at the school.

d nthl.r act;. Among them is an adult primer, The League has tried to
Besides education, other acti wall_chartSj books for grade I to integrate its activities into an

Vlt“® ofth? i f 8*"®c,flf  evfis like IV> a teachers’ guide and an all-embracing plan of socialuplift, combating; soc al evils like arithmetic book. education for the community,
caste and untoucliaDilityj stalling . -xt x it hnnps to oocn aindustrial schools and social The League ma,nta,ns a com N « t jca rt t o ^ t o  open a
service training classes, co-opera- mumty library, which stocks tam J  . P , child-care centre
lives, maternity and child welfare books for neo-literates, advanced maternity and child care centre.
clinics etc. M ysore S ta te  Adult Education Council
s e r v e s  ^ s S t l m e ^ & s f f o r  ‘ (C ohtiW /rom  „ c » ,
one of the largest slum areas of a monthly magazine called organising audio-visual education
Calcutta. ‘Pustaka Prapancha’ are publish- programmes in the State through

Adult Education-. The League ed. Library series for libraries ^ o b ib ^  vans, equipped^ with

t ^ ^ t f o r i ^ l i S S S  s e |s  forfoe n e t S i n g  public, have

h S S S J S  =  on'TeraS S S S f E d  the V l l .  E^uca-

BmigaTgive f  S o ^ g h ’^ratahig published"!beSdes^foWers on use- compared with the work stiU to 
to literacy and social education ful topics and publicity literature be J one p l e v e Xd v
teachers, produce reading The council has a reseaich .,0“̂ ear P derate and to see thn'r
material in Bengali for neo-lite- section which guides it m prepar- in Mysore hterateandtoseethat
rates, co-operate with and assist ing text-books, evolving teaching the pioneer state in conception
former trainees and other orga- methods, and improving reading also becomes tne pioneer in
nisations in the promotion of materials, etc. The council is achievement.
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A lum ni9s devotion

W orkers’ Education Society
nPHE Workers’ Education to be postponed for want of a Forums: Following each

Society, Calcutta, was con- quorum. As Sunday courses seminar forums on the same sub­
stituted at a meeting of the became more and more popular ject are arranged so that the 

former students of the ICFTU and attendance increased, the participants may have the oppor- 
Asian Trade Union College in members of the Society began to tunity of knowing the opinion of 
Greater Calcutta on 22nd show greater enthusiasm. The the leaders, who are invited to 
February 1959, with the object Society developed greater initia- speak on the questions discussed 
of helping the Workers to become tive and confidence in its efforts at the seminars, 
conscious of the aims and poten- and started extending its activi- Teachers' training courses:
thirties of the free and democratic ties. Teachers’ training coufses are coa_
irade mon movement in irn- To acbieve jts ajms the ducted for those members of the
proving le vor ing and living Society works in two ways i.e., Society who help in the conduct 
conditions of the workers and m directl and through its meJmber’ of the'trade union courses. The
S v  Y dem°CratlC at the place of the trade union Course is generally of one day's

activity. duration. The notes on various
During the first few weeks of (1) One day courses : One subjects prepared by the ICFTU 

the existence of the Society, the dayVin a week (Sunday), for six Asian Trade Union College are 
members met occasionally. The weekgj classes ^re conducted on read in a group. Then the work- 
Society had neither accommoda- various subjects on trade union- in8 PaPers produced by the 
tion to conduct classes nor any ism> Attempts are made to ICFTU College are discussed.

♦“ " T m explain to workers the nature of Some Practical training is also s ances it was decided to hold trade union unionism and its given on how to conduct a dis-
dasses on Sundays in the haU of relation with democracy. The cussi on-

C ol,iCeFT¥heAS s S daey p , JSiflSS
All-India Secretary of the Hindi b u s s e d  S a g  Imk courses: For
Mazdoor Sabha inaugurated it. six evenings of a single week or
Overcoming apathy Short courses (week's duration): once in a week for six weeks,

It was a hard job to secure Such courses are conducted for one of the subjects listed for one- 
attendance at these courses. On tke workers belonging to parti- day courses is discussed on the 
the one hand the workers seemed cu'ar industries. The participants basis of a working paper. A 
apathetic and, on the other, the come every morning for a week representative conducts the pro­
leaders of many unions either attend the classes and go back ceedings. At the end of the 
did not sufficiently appreciate the to tkeir homes at night. In course, some veteran trade union 
need for workers’ education or addition to the subjects enlisted leader is invited to award certifi-
were sceptic or the efforts being ôr die participants of one-day cates to the participants and
made. The leaders in some cases courses, efforts are being made deliver a valedictory address, 
were definitely hostile. The to explain the laws relating to the The valedictory address is itself 
members of the Society had to particular industry to which the an educative programme, as it is
work very hard to secure participants belong. so directed that, in addition to
attendance. Often they would Snecia! seminar, ■ s w b l  creatinS enthusiasm among the
go early in the morning to the seminars are arranged nn? rhr participants, it clears doubts 
houses of the workers and ” eC 0^ ^ ?  the mem left in tlie minds of the WOrkers 
accompany them to the College. be^  for f their edJcaSton A the dlscllsslons in the
They stayed with them in the seminar generally of six hours’ ^
classes for the whole day. In duration. Working papers are Lectures by visiting trade
spite of all these enorts, the prepared, giving all the relevant unionists : Foreign leaders of
attendance for a few courses information on the subject, and die Trade Union Movement 
ranged between 3 and 15. How- controversial questions are visiting Calcutta are taken to 
ever, it gradually improved to raised. The working paper is centres to deliver lectures on the 
about j O per course. then distributed amongst the working and living conditions

During this period, many participants. A discussion °f workers in their countries, 
times meetings of the Society had follows. (Continued on page. 16)
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The library with a difference

The Delhi Public Library
THERE was a time when a were purchased and added to day. It is estimated that there

public library was considered stock during the remaining part are over 1,000 blind persons in
only a store house of books, of the year. Delhi but not more than 100

By the end of the Second World A collection of mounted 10% of them know Braille.
War the idea had developed that paintings is maintained and made or^er to kelp e
a public library should provide available to local educational knowing blind persons, the
facilities also for recreation institutions free of charge for Library is running free of charge 
through lectures, group discus- display. The library has so far * regular course for teaching 
sions, play-readings, dramatics, published 36 prototype titles in ^ rai le- 
film-shows and television pro- Hindi for new-literates, which are Jails and hospitals 
grammes etc., a public library, considered to be among the best The library service was 
therefore, becomes an active 0f their kind in India. Attempts extended to prisoners of the 
centre for the community’s cul- were made during the year to Central Jail in November, 1961. 
tural life. Keeping that in view continue the series and publish Special efforts were made to 
the Delhi Public Library was 25 more titles, one on each promote the use of books by the 
probably the first in Asia to Indian State. Two manuscripts prisoners, and on an average they 
set up a social education depart- on Kerala and Punjab have been borrowed 1196 books per month 
ment in 1952 to organise these received and steps are being during 1962-63, against 908 dur- 
activities. During 1962-63 taken to publish them. ing Ike previous year. The
94,468 persons participated in the r l  , activities are also Possibilities of extending the
cultural activities organised by Cultural activities are also jjbrary service to indoor patients
the library organised for child members of in ho'pita]s were explored and

Y th e j'b ra ry  During the year detail/ ofthe scheme are under
Varied programmes 27,583 children participated in preparation.

These activities are conducted cultural activities such as film- jn order to extend the ser- 
xnainly through autonomous shows, story hours, feature pro- vjces library all over the
groups, organised according to grammes, television shows and Union Territory of Delhi, a 
the special interests of the parti- news-relays etc. To keep up their separate Extension Service 
cipants. The following groups interests, competitions in story- Department is maintained, which 
functioned during the year : an telling, story-writing, music and i00ks after two mobile libraries, 
Esperanto promotion group, a drama etc., are held annually and four commUnity libraries and 23 
drama group, a literature study PfJzes are awarded to the deposit stations. The Library 
group, a music group, a health winners. launched a new experiment by
and hygiene group, a social Braille section opening four community
studies group, a television club During the year under report, libraries, which means that if a 
and a Delhi University extension a Braille section for the blinds community provides the necessary 
lecture group. was opened, which is the first of accommodation and furniture,

As an encouragement to the its kind to be opened in India by the library would give books and 
participants groups competitions a public library. At present there part-time staff for three hours 
are held every year in various are 35 registered borrowers, who a day. The experiment has 
fields of cultural activities and later on an average 3 books per produced encouraging results.

mnners.are *“  W o r k e r s ’ E d u c a t i o n  S o c i e t y
The library’s auditorium was (Continuedfrom page 23)

used by 26 cultural organisations After the lectures questions are 1963, the Society has conducted 
on 57 occasions during the year. asked. 39 one-day courses in which more

For lovers of music the . than 500 workers participated and
library maintains a collection of “ d J 1l®;st”Ps aie 384 qualified for the award of
gramophone records, which are hibited in the Centres o cate Certificates. Fourteen evening-
lent free of charge to the regis- workers m safety in Industry, fink courses, which benefited 191
tered borrowers for use at home, why to pay union dues, living workers and 11 forums, in which
On March 31, 1963. there were conditions of workers in advanc- from 25 to 120 trade unionists
1,071 records in stock, which e<a countries, need of education took part were held. Four re-
were borrowed 4,992 times during ctc- etc- ports of forums have been pre-
the year. Ninety-six new records Up to the end of October, pared and sold.
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In the Tradition o f Ramakrishna Mission

Institute of Social Education and Recreation
SOCIAL Education activities Its chief objectives, inter-alia, These are also fed by the Central

of the Ashram began on May are to create a new outlook, Library, Narendrapur. The ap-
21, 1952 with the establish- new values and new attitudes proximate number of books in

ment of Vivekananda Naisha on the part of the people, to the libraries is 8,583, the approxi-
Vidyalaya in the slum areas of impart to them new ideas mate number of people using the
Rambagan. A few college and new skills, including library services is 8,064 and the
students of the Mission Students’ literacy and improved crafts- approximate number of books
Home, inspired by Swami manship to organize people’s circulated through the libraries
Vivekananda’s life and teachings, organisations for group action, so far is 55 748
started the adults night school in and build-up local leadership An essay competition is held 
a small dingy room. to provide healthy recreation and annually in English Hindi

During the years that have give an impetus to the develop- Bengali, Oriya, Telugu and Tamil
since passed the Ashram has nlent programmes by enlisting on an A11 jndia basis on the life
made a phenomental progress in People s participation The and teachings of Swami Viveka- 
the field of adult literacy and training also includes refinement nanda for school> college> t_
social education, both at Ram- ° f emotions through folk music, graduate and research students,
bagan and Narendrapur, where dr.ama’ dance, poetry and recre- prom tbjs the competjtjon
the Ashram was shifted in 1958. ative activities. has been extended to scbooi
At Narendrapur there is now a Program m es of Social teachers also-
Education^ a n ^ R e L a l n  w to N a t i o n  >  addition, speech red-Education and Recreation with tation competitions in English,
15 branch umts, one at Caicutta The media adopted by the Bengali and Hindi for school
and 14 m the interior rurd areas Institute are general educational and C0Uege students are also
I t ?  '°  w  , p gana,S aids, audio-visuals, physical deve- held. A separation speech com-
and Midnapore in West Bengal, lopment programmes, excursions, petition foPr adult student’s
The Institute came into being in fairs, exhibition, etc. teachers and a recitation compe-
f 9u6 ^nd jhe,, Vll a.ge 1QC™ ^ S Literacy being the basic need tition for adult students have 
followed gradually 7 in 1956-57, 0f the country, night classes are also been introduced recently.
3 in 1957-58 and 4 in 1958-59. heid at the village centres. These A special feature of this
V illage C entres are taken generally by primary competition was that nearly 60%

The village centres are run by f ;ch°° , ^ achef ’ wh° arTe Siven cf the essays came from the 
local committees with which the ™  girl students,
director of the institute, or any • t • , f piovi es read- rjuitm-oi Activities
other representative of the J  r %  * Activities
Ashram is associated in the capa- f n a ^ n t  P ' 7h°d °f ^ 5 '  To sustain the interest of
city of a vice-president. ~,g d pt ,? ^  Zero methof  adult-sin education and to pro-rp, . , . The number of persons made vide for their emotional growth

The social education imparted literate so far through the night literacy programmes are followed 
f, is generally on classes is 3,182. by social education programmes,
definition give/ The literacy classes are sup- such as kathakathas, jatras,
Manlana Azad as^L  f * plemented by library service, theatres, folk dances, Majic
Minister of'' India / h e ^ l w / n t  radio listening programmes, lantern lectures, film shows etc., 
R af Mehta Committee i i  f  gr0UP discussions, recitation and are organised periodically at the

A dvisZ  BoL  r  speech competitions, seminars, village centres. The approx.-. Central Advisory Board Com- / tc F mate number of film shows and
mittee on Social Education, head- . . . . . .  ... lantern lectures given is 442.
ed by Dr. M. S. Mehta, Vice- sa r in the library service g acb centre bas been provided
Chancellor of Rajasthan IJniver- was made by introducing the wjtb mu3jC!,i instruments alone 
sity, as also the broad principles suitcase library system at the a“ ad?o set
enunciated by Swami Viveka- village centres. Books for the Social education camos are 
nanda. purpose were provided by the generally held aZ a lW  at .me

. According to this definition Central Library at Narendrapur. of the vdlage centres ywith the
el ucat!0n ,means an The village centres have now object of imparting social cduca-

eaucauon tor the complete man. a small libraries of their own. tion training to the village
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workers and students of the music teacher, a part time expert farmers’ rally. It is organised
neighbouring schools and in folk songs and folk dances with a view to enabling the 
colleges. The subjects cover social and a part time lantern lecturer, farmers of the neighbouring 
education in general, adult psy- The unit keeps on moving round villages to understand and dis-
chology, rural economics, agri- the village centres with a view to cuss their basic problems and
cultural improvements, animal supplementing the efforts of the also to exchange views and
husbandry, co-operative, village local people. experience, so that an enlightened
leadership, first-aid, sanitation, approach regarding the solution
hygiene, etc. The instructors To meet tbe economic needs °f tbe problem may be evol-
come from among the experts in of the village people, a small ved.
various subjects. tailoring-cum-production centre
ni. • i -n i .l is being run by the institute at
1 aysical Development its headquarters. A few village Kishore Sam m elae
Program m es centres have also taken to cottage

industries such as handloom The children have a place of 
Physical development forms training-cum-production at their own in the mela programme, 

an important part of social edu- Muradpur. and a day is exclusively allotted to
cation programme. Accordingly, them for their own programmes.
various kinds of village games Ti Institute publishes a Nearly 2,000 children from the and sports are organised by the in r ,, puniisnes a • ■„ H
In s t i tu te  which also  n rnvides the  magazine called ‘Samaj Siksha, neignoounng villages ancl the institute, wmcn also provides the P ad d i t io n  to  ar ticles on Ashram’s Rambagan Centre,
= « r tSA8! rw tourna- provide? reading Calcutta, participate in pro-
ments are also conducted, of material for the neo-literates also, grammes of sports, dances and
these, Virajananda Challenge The }nst»tute has also brought out araraa.
Shield for Gadi-khela and Viveka- lwo b°°ks for neo-literates Ma
Nand Challenge Shield for foot- Saradamani and Chirakaler A special mention may be
ball are worth mentioning. Galpa. made of the social education

. , ,  . , , village centres at LakshmipurFootball being a national As part of the Ashrams , T, . , , ,
game in West Bengal, the social education and rural welfare ' “ r<̂ anga)> Krishnachandra-
Vivekananda Chellenge Shield programme a mela, which is Pur (Mathurapur), Bakcha 
Tournament held at Narendrapur named after Shri Ramakrishna, (Tamluk) where in addition to

t i S & J F S  £ 2 &  ,hoef is “ once a ,ear' ad““
them gather to watch the games. T . social education activities, sub-

Indlgenoius Arts and Crafts Stantial village uplift work has
Po commemorate Swami been bone successfully. Because

Vivekananda Centenary, an A special feature of the mela - ,< . e ..
eleven-side football competition is an exhibition, organised with a . ^  q i y o i s
for school boys has been started view to focussing attention of the services the Institute has become
this year at Narendrapur, similar- public on the arts and crafts of highly popular and there is a
ly kabbaddi tournaments have the village people and on modern tremendous demand from villages
been introduced at the Institute s developments in the fields of . . _. . . .  °
village centres at Lakshamipur agriculture and industries. *or ex Pa n si° n  of its activities.
(Gobardanga) and Krishna

P’pi' Nfatbwraput in Side by side, a country fair is The following summary of
" ‘ \  11 sj Physical training also organised to offer opportuni- the work done bv the In s t i tu te

camps are also held occasionally. ties to fhe small traders, hawkers, ,  T Z  \ T  u I S ?
, potters, toy-makers and others to r̂om to 31st March, 1963,

Onec a year the adult display their handi-works. speaks for itself:
students, with other village y
people, are taken out to visit .
places of importance in and A large recreational pro- persons made l i t e r a t e — 3,182,
around Calcutta and other places, grammes are arranged through- . . ’
Apart from the recreational out the mela period. Demons- books in centre libraries 8,583,
aspects, the excursions give them tratiohs of high class physical people using library services—
a great deal of education. feats, lathi-khela, gadi-khela etc., g Qg4 books circulated through

are arranged at the mela. ’ _ .0 ,
The Institute has a mobile ,he 1,branes 55'748 and m“ -

unit comprising a physical An important item of the shows and lantern lectures
instructor, a cinema operator, a programme at the mela is a given 442.

18



Silver Jubilee Year

The Bombay City Social Education Committee

THE Bombay City Social regular post-literacy classes representatives of local social 
Education Committee was conducted by the Committee, welfare agencies help in propa- 
appointed in July, 1939 by advanced post-literacy classes ganda work,

the Government of Bombay, equivalent to Primary IV, V, VI Teachers and supervisors in- 
It was assigned the work of and VII standards are also charge of the social education 
organising and conducting a organised for the deserving classes in different areas are 
literacy campaign in the city of students on a voluntary basis, given educational guidance by 
Bombay. The late Shri B. G. These classes are organised by committee through orienta-
Kher, the then Chief Minister the Committee only for super- tion courses, short training classes 
of Bombay State, was its founder vision and examination purposes, and regular weekly and monthlv 
President. The Committee has The adutt pupils bear the meetings. This work helps to 
accepted functional literacy as expenditure on their text books, ensure improvement in the range 
the objective of an adult literacy pencils and note books etc., and and quality of instruction 
programme. .B esides literacy pay tuition fees. The study courses in literacy,
classes, it has been organising Assistance to Agencies general social education, and
an increasing number or socio- °  ® , , . , . . ’ . ,
cultural activities with the object The committee conducts methods and techniques m social 
of training the adults to become nearly 2,000 social education education are discussed in the 
well-informed, efficient and classes every year and about short-term training courses orga- 
responsible citizens. The Com- 50,000 men and women receive msed at the beginning of every 
m/tee has been recognised by education through them. S ^ m a c l ^ S ^
Unesco as one o i In . addition to conducting and post-literacy classes are also
associate projects in India. classes itself, the committee also arranoed. Montly meetings of
Fields o f Activities assists other agencies conducting supervisors are held to discuss

The activities of the Com- [ox bv ^sorial class organisation> supervision
mittee cover several fields Some c aŝ es are °,rSamscc! °y social and administrative work, mittee cover se\erai neius. oume welfare agencies or individuals.
of them are . Books, slates etc., are supplied Other Activities

Literacy Classes. The hteracy free by the committee and the Matm ^  Kendms An=
classes for adults between he institutions or individuals run- other special activity undertaken
ages of 14 to 50 are conducted nmg these classes are paid an . the Committee for women
in 4-months courses at the end honorarium of Rs. 1\ per month. ?y th“  schemc of Matru Vikas
of which an examinataon »s held Grant-in-aid classes are also Kendras. The main aim of
and liter y ... \r„ organised by social welfare these kendras is to impart
to the succe , , '  organisations and the Committee knowledge and skill to women
fees are charges and books etc., ^  thcm 50o, grant 0n the so that they can perform their
afe ^ost-Literacy ' Classes. After admissible expenditure. duties in and outside their homes
the adults have completed their Also some employers organise more efficiently and with a better
literacy studies they are given classes in their mills and factories understanding. A comprehensive 
post-literacy education with the with guidance from the Com- programme of self-education in 
double object of keeping up their mittee. The daily time-table of the the art of home management 
interest in further study as well as literacy and post-literacy classes child-care and healthy family 
helping up them in retaining their is nearly of 11 hours duration. Jvmg is c ^ ^  Sewmg and
newly gained literacy. There are Social Education Classes. The ^  ‘swfih other subsiS rv ' crafts 
two stages of post-literacy educa- Social education classes of the ak gembroiderv S i t t in g  weav-
tion, each of 4 months duration, committee are run in sessions of r ’ ka tJ‘n| ’. .
The second-stage education is 4-months. At the end of each nrenaVffife'tc ®
given when there is a demand by session, 10 days are given for std y P1 -Par,n8 etc- 
the adults themselves. Even examinations. During these days Women from the lower middle 
after the second stage, the adults admissions are secured for the and the working classes are
desirous of studying further are next session. This is done through enlisted as members of these
given the benefit of another four- propaganda, personal contacts kendras and pay a nominal fee
month course. and census of illiterate adults, of 25 nP. every month. Teachers

Advanced Post-Literacy Local social welfare workers, with diplomas in crafts like sew-
Classes. In addition to the chawl committee members and ing and cutting, weaving, knit-

19



ting, embroidery, paper-work, cation, such as lapse into literacy, tee appoints various sub-commit- 
card-board work, stationery etc., attendance, the vocabulary of tees for getting the maximum 
are appointed to be in-charge of adult pupils etc. Every year the possible co-operation from the 
these kendras. Each Kendra Committee organises a social public in its work, 
works for 3 hours daily. R a t io n  week with the two- The Bombay City social
Recreation Programmes generaSbhc to the'urgenAeed Education Committee appoints a

Besides the training in crafts, of social education for the masses e w r^ th re e ^ rs  t^'collec^funds 
the members of these kendras and collecting funds for the , y , y • t f th s • 
also' have the benefit of socio- cause of social education. A T , . ■(
cultural activities ike games special committee is appointed en]ist the hel and co.0peration 
discussions, talks, _ film-strips and for this, it organises. Programmes local sub-committees in
film-shows, excursions, field-trips to publicise the social education arcas of different Assistant
food demonstrations and cultural campaign and also to collect Socjal Educatjon officers. j 
programmes. donations Seminars and con- addition tQ that there are

There are in all 7 Matru ferences of notable education chawJ committees and area 
Vikas Kendras at various places committee members, workers m committees which C0.0perate with 
in the city. the field and officers of the the Socjal Education £ ommittee

The Committee also organises to^scuss6various'^roblems^of in its . va” ous activities. The 
extra curricular activities like ■ , Prinrnt;nn ^ Committee’s work for the past
film-shows and cultural pro- T, Committee has a central 24 years in the field of literacy 
grammes. About 400 educational librai aad a readiag room. it o M h f S "
films shows are arranged m a contains 5,563 books, 35 monthly “  ° rL w
year in the open air with object • , ’ d otbprnerindicak centage of literacy in Bombay
of educating the people in general & ‘ J3 ' city between 1939 and 1951,
and the adult pupils attending Sam aj Sfalksha M andir 1,50,203 persons were made
social education classes in parti- The year 1961 was a land- literate. During the last 12 years 
cular on various important topics mark in the history of the 3, 10, 515 more adults have been 
of national and international Committee, because in that year tnade literate. The total number 
importance. The cultural pro- ft started the project of its Samaj literates in the city during
grammes include bhajans, folk Shikshan Mandir on a 3000 t*iese ^  years has increased by 
dances, folk dramas, dramatics, square-feet track in the Worli- nearly 9.5 lakhs of which the 
physical culture activities, katha- Nei°hbourhood Unit area. The contribution of the committee is 
kirtans and folk songs. The ground and first floors of one approximately 3.1 lakhs, roughly 
Committee organises about 200 wing of the Mandir have been con- ^2% the total increase in
such programmes every year. structed at a total cost of more literacy.

Circulating library boxes are than Rs. two lakhs. The adminis- --------
supplied to post-literacy classes trative office of the Committee, a R linn;>l 1 a lia m r P aIIpitp 
in Marathi, Gujarati, Urdu, reading room and a library hall, *> »0pai LaDOUr U O liege 
Hindi, and Telgu. There are about a work centre for adult pupils T^HE Bhopal Labour College, 
300 such boxes. Community and a conference hall are housed Bhopal, has been function-
radio centres are established at in this Mandir. The Committee ing since last year. It is
14 places in labour areas. Area is appointed by the State Govern- affiliated to the Indian Adult 
libraries have been set up in ment every three years, with Education Association, New 
6 different localities. The Com- official and non-official members. Delhi and run enthusiastic social 
mittee brings out its own monthly The administrative machinery workers, mostly connected with 
magazine,‘Saksharata Deep’, for consists of the Social Education the INTUC. Mr. R.B. Chitre 
neo-literates and field workers. It Officer, and Secretary of the is the present president. The 
is published in Marathi, with a Committee, the Deputy Social College holds weekly and mobile 
Hindi section, under the editor- Education Officer, 9 Assistant classes on industrial laws and 
ship of the Social Education Social Education Officers and one trade unionism and has organised 
Officer. field officer for Matru Vikas two study circles. It has a library

Under its programmes of Kendras. They are all full-time with about 150 books and a few 
publishing inexpensive literature workers. periodicals and magazines,
for neo-literates the Committee Each Assistant Social Educa- Educational kits, containing 
has brought-out 89 books in tion Officer has 4 part-time super- pamphlets published by ICFTU- 
several languages. visors under him, each supervisor ARO have been prepared and
Research being responsible for 16 classes. distributed among the members.

Generally one teacher conducts Weekly literacy classes are
The Committee has a research one social education class; but held for construction workers, 

unu, which investigates the better qualified teacher may be who are also given tips on 
various problems of social edu- given two classes. The Commit- masonry techniques.
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Research and Study

A  Report from tBie NFEC
A pilot inquiry was conducted block, a follow-up study was mimeographed report towards 

during 1958 to identify conduced in the Mehrauli block the end of 1961.
meeting places in villages, of Delhi to find out how far the The pUrp0ses of the study

The study was made in 32 villages community centres there were wprp to ,, n f  th­
in the Faridabad block. able to involve groups gathering w in n in g  of the forum f to find

The study brought out that, at ot^ei p eeting places. Nineteen 0ut tbe reactions of the members
although the villages in Farida- community centres, situated in 14 to tjie organisation of the forums
bad have the leaven of change, villages, were studied. and make suggestions regarding
in most of them the traditional was found that in most of the functioning of the scheme,
social pattern remains largely the villages social education Trained investigators visited
intact. In all but three of the centres had not become commu- the forums and observed their
32 villages surveyed, one or more njty centres. Indeed, the 19 working. They administered an
places were found which served Centres studied offered additional interview schedule to the
as common meeting places for activities to the villages, but members in groups.
all sections of the village popula- otherwise had little effect on the Ti,e SXJrvev revealed that in
tion in varying degrees. In organizational life of the commu- 11>e survey_ revealed that in
addition to these there were also S  01 C°mmU a few villages the radio sets could
special meeting places of sepa- ’ . _ „ not Put ,to u.se because
rate groups based on neighbour- ln one vll]aSc the fee,'nS of they were ^stalled in private 
hood or caste. mutual respect, co operative buildings, to which a part of the

’ . , . attitudes and a broad-based population did not like to
Unaupals and tiaitnaKS democracy had developed to a go. Since registers and records

The functioning of the 85 point where the village as a were not properly maintained, it
chaupals and 100" baithaks in whole could make real progress was not possible to make a
the 32 villages was clear evidence in lifting the level of life. The systematic study of the develop-
of village sociability and group study showed that successful com- ment of activities around the
activity, manifested in the 75 munity centres are those which forums.
chaupal mandalies, nearly all in are set up in response to local People5s preferences for 
flourishing condition. These initiative and aie supported by methods of presentation were \ 
provide a bond between the strong associate organisations. dialogues, straight talk, interview,
£ £  K f ia n s "  andVilalfo R adio R ural Forum s drama and fo'k songs. Peopleincluding narijans ana also were found to be appreciative of
a bond between the The study also showed that the educative role of radio and
different villages. A conclusion there was a lack of co-operation suggested topics on which they
drawn from the study was that between the schools and the would like broadcasts to be
attention should be given to community centres. Generally based. The survey revealed that
the development of traditional social education work is done by the broadcasts could not be very
institutions, without vitiating school teachers, but no intimate effective unless follow-up material
their spontaneous v character, relationship between the teachers was supplied to the people and
Chaupals should be encouraged and the community centres was conditions were created under
to take pride in their appearance found. In fact there was a strong which the material could be read,
and the average standard should misunderstanding that social discussed and acted upon. There
be brought nearer that of the education and the schools was ciear evidence to indicate the
best. More efforts should be belonged to different depart- need cf training group discus-
made to bring the different ments. This necessarily precluded sions.
groups together, either in friend- co-operation. .
ly competition or common T n  . . .  , ,  . - . Reading Habits* In 1961 the Delhi Admimstra- _ ,
actmty. tion requested the National In 1959 the Centre undertook

In the Faridabad block tradi- Fundamental Education Centre ^ study of the reading interests
tion provides a precedent for this to make a quick assessment of ^nd habits of people in Mukh­
in the evening together of the the 24 radio rural forums in Delhi me]Pur village. The report of
various chaupal groups at the state. These forums had been stu(ty was published in 1962.
festival of Holi. in operation for two years. The The purpose was to find out

After the study of village Centre made a study in two what the people actually read and
meeting places in the Faridabad months and brought out a the extent to which reading
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interests differ among people of Indian Journal of Adult Educa- The report of the study has 
different types. An additional tion. been drafted and forwarded to
purpose was to find out what . . All India Radio,
facilities were available in the A he Television in
villages for reading books and Program m es T^e Indian Council of Child
the extent to which these facilities An experimental television S n T u T o T 'Z ^ n n tS t 'n 59 ^
were made use of. project was launched in Delhi £ V  f o r i n t e n d  S ? if

Mukhmelpur was chosen for city on Sept. 1, 1959. On a re- fervices t ?  * cove!^ S t l f
this . study because it has been quest from All India Radio, the r health,
subjected to educational in- National Fundamental Education traini* ’ reCr a £  W
fluences for quite a few years. Centre undertook an evaluative £  ̂ activities Z  infant, and
It has a primary school, a study to assess .he educational S r e T  belol 16
community centre and a library, impact on 400 persons, who were Xh^  request^d the NatioSf 
and is only 1.5 miles from the earlier registered as members in
headquarters of a community 20 teleclubs. AIR presented f "  £ d  l
development block. one t e ^ t  pee week L  ,hem

The survey showed that The study was restricted to 20 ]iving condjtjons 0f children,
literacy classes have failed to telecasts on five subjects of
impart functional literacy to the citizenship : traffic and safety, The report brought out
villagers. The incidence of re- dangers to community health, that mere provision of amenities
lapse into illiteracy is very great, adulteration of food, manners of for child welfare is not enough.
Of the literate villagers only 10% a citizen, and encroachment on These may not be fully utilised, i
were readers in a modest sense. public property. unless the need for them is felt.

The survev showed tint the The study showed that the Child welfare services can be best
factors favourable for readme are te,ecasts brought about statisti- organised by educating communi-
education occunations which caIly Significant shifts in informa- ties to think of, and understand

ti0n’ attitudeS and behaviour- their children’s problems, require literacy suen as service or tl . t Were made
business the age of adolescence J  , members ‘ with low or no f ,Tbe Centre also conducted
n S m J  a S r tmCH e v° education, poor-income groups study to assess the usefulness of
parents, and availability of books. and those ePmployed in 0| cupP_ the training imparted at the

People’s favourite form of tions requiring predominantly e-ge,tAhpurf 5 eJ 1!
literature is prose. Next comes physical work. S i n  s ration
poetry. Drama is the least The study indicated that the
favourite. This scale of difference telecasts which are appreciated AflAndancp for T ifprnrv
is more marked with persons of are those which show a clear A ttenaance Ior l i te ra c y
better reading skills. While course of action to solve a During 1962, the Centre
literate persons of Mukhelpur problem, and when the action collected about 250 attendance 
desired to read science, literature, has to be taken primarily by registers from literacy classes, 
religion and agriculture almost the viewers themselves. If the spread over Madhya Pradesh, 
equally, actually 2/3rd of the solution of the problem depends Bihar, Rajasthan and Bombay in 
reading is in literature and folk on the Government, the members order to find out variables asso-
literature, a fourth is in religion criticise it for not being able to ciated with good attendance at
and only about a tenth in science, solve it. They then show frustra- literacy classes.

The disparity between what tion rat,,er tlian appreciation. All the registers, except those
the villagers would like to read The members preferred skits from Bombay, have been ana- 
and what they actually read is as a method of presentation, lysed. The analysis has shown 
due to paucity books in science, However, they wanted telecasts to that age is an important variable 
lack of reading skills in science provide them with education and in attendance. By and large, the 
and the cost of science books. information to clarify their younger the person the higher 

The survey showed that the thinking on vital social problems, the average attendance. The
S I S /  newspapers iS , The role of television in social a S a n c e ^ le n d f  to’ differ f S
me mciease. education, therefore, appears to month to month. The factors

n addition to the above be to put up programmes which which cause fluctuations in atten- 
research projects, reports of are entertaining and which also dance over different months are 
which have been published meet the need for popular beina analysed, 
separately in printed or mimeo- education. Success will depend
graphed form, the Centre has upon the skill with which high In addition to that there are
also conJacted some studies, entertainment and popular educa- several studies in progress at 
which were reported in the tion can be combined. the Centre.
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Resolutions of Jubilee Conference
R ec o g n itio n  fo r Social E d u c a tio n  Delhi Administration, Delhi Corporation and the

1. This conference notes with satisfaction that and Guides for ^  assistUCe for 1,16
the Government has recognised that in order to c
build up a democratic State on a socialistic pattern The conference also thanks the Asia Foundation 
of society, to develop a right mental outlook to f°r assistance which enabled us to have Dr. Wilmer 
infuse a sense of self-help, good neighbourliness and Bell in our midst.
to understand and discharge the responsibilities of a The conference expresses its deep sense of grati- 
good citizen, the removal of untouchability, illiteracy tude to the Vice President, Dr. Zakir Husain who, 
and other social evils, for promoting communal inspite of his pre-occupations, so graciously inaugu- 
harmony and national integration is essential. Social rated the conference. The Association also places 
education should play a decisive role in the life of on record its thanks to Shri Asoka Mehta, Vice 
individuals, families, groups, and the communities. Chairman, Planning Commission who presided’ over 

This conference is of the opinion that the social the Panel discussions, Prof. A.R. Wadia, M.P., who 
education movement has not been given its proper participated in it, Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao, Member, 
place in the national plans which has resulted in our Planning Commission, Shri S.K. Dey, Minister for 
failure to keep to the national targets. This has also Co-operation and Community Development, Dr. C.D. 
resulted in the field workers not being given proper Deshmukh, Vice Chancellor of the Delhi University, 
service condition under which they have to discharge wh° spoke on various subjects at the conference and 
their manifold duties. Pandit H.N. Kunzru, Shri P.N. Kirpal and

Therefore this conference recommends, that move- w^° Presided  over the
ment of social education be given its proper place in ®
the national as well as State plans and in order to . The conference also thanks the Chief Commis- 
make this movement a great success, the service sioner Shri Dharam Vir who kindly inaugurated in 
conditions of the worker in the field should be National Seminar and gave an At Home to the 
improved and made more secure. delegates.

This conference also recommends that a scheme The conference sends its grateful thanks to 
of giving national awards to the field workers be UNESCO, IFWEA, WCOTP and the agencies for 
instituted on the lines of national awards for the the message of greetings and expresses its gratitude 
teachers. to fraternal delegates and their organisations for
A ck n o w led g em en t o f  C o -o p e ra tio n  taking part in our conference.

2. The conference places on record the co-opera- L a te  R aj K u m a ri A m rit K a u r
tion made available to the Association by several ? . , .
workers and institutions which helped to make the sensc of sorrow at tlm iLi ° ie<f°p! deeB 
conference a success. The conference would like to Amrit Kaur who was nnp ™lse ° ^ aJ
Ahmed Mavhankf D ^ h ^  k° d ^  Association and one of the members o fS e  ProvF
Chairman^of0 the^ tScepti<mh^ommfttee ^ n d 1 Shri *  “ atiof
B.D.Bhatt, Director of Education, Delhi, the Vice a’ P03  he
Chairman and the other members of the Reception a devoted social worker  ̂ the country
Committee and Shri Neki Ram Gupta, General ^  devoted social worker
Secretary of the Reception Committee and his L a te  b h ri 1. M a n tr i 
colleagues Shri B.N. Chaturvedi, Shri D.R. Kalia, The conference-regrets to record its deep sense 
Shri V.B. Mahajan, Shri Kedar Nath, Shri Barkat of sorrow at the sad demise of Shri K.T. Mantri. 
Adi ‘Firaq’ and Shri A.S. Saxena who took over veteran adult educationist of Bombay. Shri Mantri’s 
different responsibilities for the hospitality of the contribution to the development of Social Education 
delegates. to Bombay city are well known. Shri Mantri was

The conference thanks the Governments of Naga- also member of the Executive Committee of the 
land and Gujarat for their financial assistance, to the Association.

Unese©°s Expert Committee ors Literacy Meets in Paris
Plans for a world campaign their aims and methods, their languages and literacy,

for universal literacy are being planning organization and finance; Dr j  -v i' , , n -
discussed at the first meeting of international co-operation and the NatinnVi c  5 , Uire^tor of
the international committee of finance. Also to be discussed cation Edu*
experts on literacy which began a re : the relationship of adult Secretarv 0f tl & t sociate
at Unesco headquarters, Paris, on literacy to social and economic FHl1 In -n Adu!1
1st April. development, to community . ' Association, is attend-

_The committee will consider development, and to the school the meeting as the nominee 
national literacy programmes, system; motivations for literacy; of the Government of India,
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All good Educational Institutions have them. Does | 
| your Institution have them ? |
I m m m  M E G H  SL A TED  R O L L -U P  B L A C K  B O A R D S are fam ous in  I
I the  educational field on account o f  the ir ou tstand ing  quality  such |
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|  availability  in  any size an d  type. |

I They can be had  in the following fo r m s : §
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I jB S g p g }  D O T T E D  & M U SIC . |
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1 C E N T R E S * A G R IC U L T U R A L  SC H O O LS * A D U L T  &

* SO C IA L C E N T R E S  A N D  M IL IT A R Y  U N IT S .

I For more information please drop a line to : I
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A  blue-print for adult education
in fourth plan

Association s Memorandum to Education Ministry
The Indian Adult Education Association has called for a clear cut policy on adult 

education in the Fourth Five Year Plan to ensure the elimination of illiteracy by 1980.
In a memorandum submitted to the Union Ministry of Education, the Association has also 

stressed on the need for appropriate steps to make adult education an effective instrument of social 
and economic change.

The memorandum is based on the discussions which the Association’s deputation had with 
the Union Minister during its meeting last month in pursuance of the resolution adopted by the 
Silver Jubilee Conference.

The deputation which met the Union Minister consisted of Dr. M.S. Mehta, Shri R.M. 
Chetsingh, Smt. Durgabai Deshmukh, Shri V.S. Mathur and Shri S.C. Dutta.

The salient features of the memorandum are based on the Declaration adopted by the 
Silver Jubilee Conference.

CALLING for a clear cut policy on Adult educa- ing and renewing useful knowledge and skills, for 
tion the memorandum says : active and fruitful participation in civic and cultural

life and in social and economic development of the 
“The Association is convinced that adult educa- country, 

tion should become an integral part of India’s educa­
tional system and of its overall economic and social “It is evident that a substantial part of the enor- 
plans, so that all men and women have oppor- mous outlay on elementary education would result in 
tunities throughout their lives for acquiring, increas- waste unless adequate provision is made for adult

education. With a huge adult population still illiter- 
“  ' ate, elementary education of children would not and

1 Editorial Board cannot make much headway against the apathy of
the illiterate and ignorant parents towards education. 

Dr. M. S. Mehta Mass of the people remain backward, caste ridden
Shri Maganbhai Desai and rigidly custom bound. They resist girls’ educa-

T r  Mnthur r r  ? tion, and would rather put boys to work than send
' ’ ‘ ' to schools because they did not have the enlightening

Dr. T. A. Koshy benefit of education.
Shri H P. Saksena. „ ™ .

Support to Elementary Education
P u b lish e d  b y  .

In d ia n  A d u lt  E d u ca tio n  A sso c ia tio n , ^  f  ^  ProPortl™ of the children
17-B , In d r o p ra s th a  M a rg . N ew  D elh i covered by the elementary education programme is

A n n u a l S u b scr ip tio n  certain to relapse into illiteracy after leaving school
8  00 ■ r Or e i a n $ ? 5 0  at the a8e oi eleven> unless an effective and well

^ Z c n n Z T i  oo ' thought out system of “continuation” education is
S in g le  C o o y  Re. i . u u  simultaneously introduced in the country. So far

this aspect of the problem, it is to be emphasised,



Mobilise support of voluntary agencies
has received little attention. Quite obviously, there- variation, be adopted for industrial areas and towns 
fore, the success in the plan for compulsory primary with a population of more than a hundred thousand 
education for children i§ closely linked up with a persons, 
dynamic programme of adult education.

“The Universities in other countries have assum- 
“In his presidential address to our Conference, ed and are playing an important role in the develop- 

the Vice-President of the Indian Republic, Dr Zakir ment of adult education in many phases. In India- 
Husain, suggested that a target should be fixed surprisingly, this field lies almost barren. Evenin, 
for making 5 crore adults literate in the Fourth classes, correspondence courses, extra mural educag 
Plan, 7.5 crores in the Fifth Plan and the rest tion, extension lectures, short professional courses 
of the people in the Sixth Plan, so that by 1980 and above all research in the problems of adult 
adult illiteracy should be eliminated in the coun- education present opportunities to the universities 
try. The Association urges the Government to for rendering valuable services to the society. In the 
accept those targets. A massive effort should be more advanced countries it has come to be accepted 
launched first of all for the age group 18-35. Along as part of the normal functions of the universities, 
with it Adult Schools of 9 hours a week for the age The attention of the University Grants Commission 
group 11-17, preparing them for a primary course in should be invited to this important matter.
12 to 18 months should be set-up. Along with these
schemes of Adult Schools, provision should be made (]0 _0p e ra tio n  o f V o lu n ta ry  A gencies 
for the production of literature for neo-literates, and I J  b
for setting up libraries in rural as well as urban ,
areas. Special efforts need to be made for the edu- “This Memorandum has drawn the attention 
cation of women of the Education Ministry to only some of the more

outstanding requirements of a Social Education 
“For organising a mass campaign, assistance of programme in the immediate future. In this context 

voluntary organisations should be taken. The Indian if IS necessary to point out that unless the co-opera- 
Adult Education Association, as the oldest and the h°n voluntar y agencies is sought and utilised in a 
most representative central agency is ready and liberal spirit and far sighted vision, satisfactory 
would be glad to place its experience and services results may not bê  achieved. For the success of 
and of its institutional members at the disposal of Social Education, it is essential that non-olficial 
the country organisations should be brought into the developing

programmes. This would not only involve giving
O pportunities for Continuous Education * ^̂ £ 1  “ X S ’M

“Literacy, however, is not and should not be danger of the achievements falling very much short 
regarded as an end in itself. This alone would not °f die expectations.
prepare the citizen of today for the impact of techno- . . . . , f+, • .
Joey and industrialisation on his mind and life on ‘ The Association is strongly of the view that in 
the one hand and the demands of civic duty as the broader concept of development of society corn- 
member of a democratic society on the other. This is prehensive scheme of adult education will be most 
an era of rapid change, when life-long learning has effectual and indeed indispensable. This may be seen 
become the condition of survival. Therefore, an all- m the context of the plans of economic develop­
e d  cTort has to be made and kept up to provide ment, m the programme of population control, in the 
“continuous” education. Liberal and general edu- modernisation of society planned or spontaneous, in 
cation, leadership training courses and schools for reducing social and economic differences, m the
providing adults facilities to go up and u p o n  general schemes of social reforms and welfare for
the education ladder and acquiring knowledge for the improvement of public health and personal and 
professional and vocational improvement and for social hygiene, in better inter-group relationship, 
discharging then- civic duties should be a part of indeed in general in the whole plan of bmldmg up a
the programmes for the Fourth Plan on a sound and happy, prosperous dynamic society This is the
well-laid foundation. SeneJ'al PurP.ose of the f  heme of a?ult ®?U{* tion asthe Association sees it for the country, the Govern-

“ In the urban areas also, it is not wholly incorrect ment at the Centre and in the States, it is earnestly
to say, that social education has remained more or requested, should strike a bold line of policy in the
less neglected. The Bombay City Social Education pursuit of this g r e a t  objective and enlist the enthu-
Committee has set a pattern for urban social educa- siasm and active support of those individuals and
lion, work, which might be, with suitable local institutions who have faith in this great ideal.”
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Honorary General Secretary’s Report

Twenty-five years of the Association’ s activities
1 consider it a great honour we have translated ten UNESCO ducting courses on “Collective 

and privilege to present this publications in Hindi. Bargaining” and “Trade
report to the Silver Jubilee So far the Association has Unionism” consisting of 24 les-

Conference of the Association. organised eighteen Conferences sons each.
The decision to set-up this and twelve national seminars and . . . , .

Association was taken in 1938 at a number of regional seminars. out a ^  a Planmng to bnn§
Delhi at a Conference over which These Conferences and Seminars t ® t e *°.r wor^ers aad
Dr. Shah Suleiman, the then brought together field workers f S ?  ta"d Pam!*le<?, “
Vice-Chancellor of Aligarh and administrators and provided witu thfiDS
University presided. It was at a forum for an exchange of ideas information ^nowlec|§e a.nd
Bhagalpur in 1939 that the and information and pooling of nrnhiPm« boat current affaifs>
Constitution of the Association experiences. These also helped and civi affaJ f b°w ’ economics
was approved and the organisa- to clarify new ideas, and very L  ™  a® T  )Ve a s°
tion was formally set-up with Dr. often their recommendations wefkl*
Rustam Masam as President, helped the field workers to the to i ? orkers
Shri Chetsingh, who was our first implementation and organise „nH ” 1tf . r . cental horizon 
Honorary General Secretary and adult education programmer w.lthfthe
who continued to hold this office _  P 8 . Problems that they have to face
for various terms, during this The Conferences provided no onv workers but as citi-
period is happily with us. leadership and new concepts in zens ot a democracy.

The main fnnrtinn nf thP this ever developing field ofedu- In 1961, the Association

dence was to mobilise public , V ™umc115 cuuuiuvu. n
opinion in favour of adult educa- P ion eerin g  Ideas conducted a condensed course
tion. Since Independence its r io n e e r m g m e a s  for adult women, preparing them
functions have been (i) to help Projects : The Association has for the matriculation examination
government formulate policy and undertaken a number of experi- of tbe Punjab University in two 
programme of adult education, ra„ents and Pllot projects. It years. Funds for this experi-
(ii) to coordinate the activities of organised from 1948 to 1951, a “ “ tel project was made avail- 
agencies and workers, officials number of training courses for able by the Central Social W el­
and non-official in this field, and social education workers’ in rural tare Board.
(iii) to act as a clearing house of as wed as urban areas. The Association also cooper-
ideas and information. The syllabus of Social Educa- ated wdb Central Social Welfare
C learing H ou se A ctiv ities tion Organisers Training Centre Board for organising Welfare

^ are mostly drawn upon this ex- Extension Projects in Najafgarh
In pursuance of these perience. Later the Association, in area- ,A project Implementation 

objectives, the Association brings collaboration with International Committee, with Begam Siddiqa 
out an English monthly, the Federation of Worker’s Educa- Qidwai, wife of our beloved 
Indian Journal of Adult Educa- tion and with the financial assis- leader Shafique Saheb, supervised 
tion, a Hindi two-monthly tance of UNESCO organised a tbese centres for about 5 years. 
“Proudh Shiksha”, holds Semi- training course for Worker’s R esearch Studies 
nars and Conferences, conducts Education in 1960-61. It also
an abstract service and runs a held two workshops on “Me- The Association has under-
reference service. To help field thods of Techniques of Wor- taken a number of research 
workers, the Association has ker’s Education” and “Role of studies, some on its own and a 
been publishing books in English Trade Unions in Worker’s Edu- ^w w‘tb tbe collaboration of 
and Hindi. Many of the cation” in 1961 and 1963 respec- other agencies, some were evalu- 
UNESCO publications were tively. These were organised at*ve studies and others were 
translated into Hindi to make with the financial assistance of surveys.
available to field workers the the Central Board of Worker’s In collaboration with the 
ttvtdS studies made by Education. Research Training and Produc­
ts NESCO experts. So far we The Association is currently tion Centre of the Jamia Millia,
nave published over sixty-five engaged on another experiment a research study on Adult Schools 

In collaboration and —Correspondence Course for was carried out. A survey of 
with the support of UNESCO, Workers in Hindi. We are con- “Literature for neo-literates in
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Association’s influence in shaping movement
Hindi” was conducted jointly Education, the Standing Com- tion. We are cvry proud of them 
with Jamia Millia. Later, a mittee on Social Education, the for they have a very good 

. mobile exhibition of “Literature Panel for Social Education set record of service in the 
for new reading public” was up by the Planning Commission, cause of adult education, at the 
organised by us." The last two Central Board of Workers’ grass-root level,
projects were undertaken with Education set-up by the Ministry Most 0f tbe §ocja] Education 
the financial support of of Labour and Employment, Oraanisers’ Training Centres are 
UNESCO. Television Committee set-up by ou r̂ members_

T fltpr in collaboration with ^  India Radio, the National We have at present 79
, t f te-r’ Y1 collaboration with Advisory Committee on Public agencies as our Institutional

the National Fundamental Edu- rooneration set-un bv the Plann- j! Tu Y !Ys1t.Yutlonal
cation Centre a study on the S .
impact °f Television was con- Education Committee of Delhi and 350 Associate members. We

w“5e made S 'Y  5  £  “ S '" ' ^  ^  are likeUNESCO through All India ofEducatIon- ours these figures are very poor
Radio. The Association took an bat theyare th,e mos determined

The A ssociation  conducted a active part in the establishment advocates workers in the
T h e Association conducted a Tndia I iteraev Board Ee'd of adult education and ifstudy on “Rural Leadership and °t the India literacy ^oard setting un State

k i-urrcntlv conducting a survev (Lucknow) in 1954. The then ° ur P.mi?s Ior j e“ in? upstatels.cYrren Jy .c°naucu,nS a survey t, Amaranatha Tin Associations and Regional msti-of libraries in Punjab and Hima- President JJr. Amaianatna Jha tuti f Adult Education arePmHPQU was rts first Chairman and the muons ior aquii noucation are
chal 1 radesn. Honorary. General Secretary had implemented, we are sure we will

The Association carried out been a member of the Board and s°on . have a powerful adult
an evaluation of Social Education -ts Executive Committee - ever education movement in the coun­
work in Delhi in 19o7-58. A sjnce its inception. Recently our *ry< Ebe Executlve Committee 
survey of cultural organisations President Dr. Mohan Sinha bas drawn up plans, which will 
in South-East Asia was also Mehta was elected Vice-Chair- be'P us to develop hundredfold if 
undertaken by the Association on man 0p tbe jnc}ja Literacy Board, not thousandfold in the course of 
behalf of UNESCO. which runs the Literacy House, nex  ̂ bve years.

The Association brought out founded by Mrs. Welthy H. Internation al Contacts 
a Directory of Social Education Fisher. . . ,. , . .,x
agencies in 1948 and later in The relationship of the Asso1- The Association has built uploss so ■ . ne reiauonsmp oi in^Asso a fair]y extensive international

ciation with the National Funda- contacts. It is affiliated with the 
The Association has sponsor- mental Education Centre is very international Federation of 

ed the Centre for the Study of close. Our Piesident, Dr. ivlehta ^Vorkers’ Educational A.ssocia- 
Developing Societies to under- is the Chairman of the Pro- tions. It has close contacts with 
take basic research on patterns gramme Advisory Committee of World Education Inc., New 
of development, behaviour of the Centre. Most of other York, Adult Education Associa- 
administrators and people in members of the Advisory Com- tjon of U.S.A., Canadian Asso- 
dc-veloping societies, etc. mittee are members of the Execu- ciation of Adult Education
fo n n e ra t io n  w ith  O th e r  live Committee and office-bearers German Adult Education Asso-
«co o p era tio n  w itn  U U iei of the Association. ciation, Australian Association of
A gencies All the State Departments of Adult Echlca!*Pn! New Zealand

Since the begining the Asso- Social Education are institutional Adult Education Association, 
ciation cooperated with agencies members of the Association : bocia* Education Association of
and government departments in institutions like Gujarat Vidya- ^apan, the World Confederation 
the " task of promoting and peeth, Gangajala Vidyapeeth, of Teaching Profession and a
developing suitable adult educa- Mouni Vidyapeeth, Rajasthan number of agencies and institu­
tion programmes. Representa- Vishwavidyapeeth, Jamia Millia tions in other parts or the world,
lives of the Association and its are our members and our rela- them have conti lbuted
leading members were connected tionship with them are very close liberally to our bui ding fund and
with various governmental com- and cordial. representatives o ew others are
ir dices and helped in drawing up Mysore State Adult Educa- PreSent t°day^ '  us- 
Plans for social education in the tion Council, West Bengal Adult w ,th UN£SCO> we have a 
country. Education Association, Bombay close contact and have received a

Our members have been on City Social Education Committee fairly substantial financial help,
he Central Advisory Board of are members of our Associa- ( C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  8 )
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Rea scran lor reading, Use purpose of literacy
By Dr. Helen Butt

Y OU may have imagined that all thinking persons goal if we remain in favour of such a programme at 
of the twentieth century are agreed on the all. Only with such a teleological approach can we 
necessity of universal literacy. To be sure, we formulate a really valid literacy programme, 

are accustomed to the “old fashioned” or conserva- , ,
tive notion that only the elite need to be literate, but itilte and tue masses
those who still hold such views are usually the At the outset, let us concede that a certain 
object of mingled pity and scorn ; they are regarded amount of material progress can certainly be made 

• as relics of the past, not an integral part of the without universal or general literacy. Indeed, such 
century into which they have survived. They^are progress as has been made in India thus far has 
looking back nostalgically to the “good old days” of been brought about with a population pattern of a 
class privilege, and it is both useless and needless to very small, well educated elite, a small intermediate 
try to change their views. They will soon cease to layer, and a huge illiterate sector at the base, 
clutter the contemporary scene. In industry, the elite make the decisions, the

intermediate sector (consisting of technicians and 
Persons who are concerned with social education managerial staff) see to the implementation and 

are apt to take such a basic premise for granted and direction, and a vast number of illiterates can be 
move on immediately to ways and means of inducted into the simpler processes of mechanical 
achieving the obviously desirable goal. Recently, production. Only a relatively small number of 
however, a young foreign consultant turned up workers need be even literate, let alone educated, 
in India—not in the field of social education, to be jn order to carry out their assignments. When we 
sure, but certainly an advocate of change and iook at the more advanced methods of production, 
progress—who frankly declared that he considered however, we are forced to conclude that modern 
literacy work entirely peripheral to economic technological society, far from becoming more foot 
development. He could teach a new process to an proof and obviating the necessity for educated 
illiterate villager quite as easily as to a literate one, workers, is making ever greater demands on the 
and since most of the labour needed to spur econo- skill, intelligence and education of the rank-and-file 
mic development consisted of just such simple pro- worker. The problem in highly developed countries 
cesses of which illiterates were capable, it was not at today is not how to use the educated people, but 
all necessary to go to the expense of teaching all what to do with those who have too little education 
these people to read and write. or mental ability to meet the demands of this

_T „ , x technological age. In India even under present
Now, we may fume and sputter at the uttei conditions, production suffers for lack of semi-skilled 

audacity of the man to run so counter to our and skilled workers. Possibilities for expanding and 
own cherished dogmas, but unless we are veiy sophisticating Indian industry are obviously strictlv 
clear as to why people must be able to lead limited unless a sizeable portion of illiterates become 
and write, unless we can give a convincing literate and at least somewhat educated in the near 
answer to such people, we may find that it is they future, 
who will convince us. The danger of such an
eventuality is all the greater because our efforts to The situation in rural areas is still more critical, 
convert this nation into a nation of literates often Moreover, since villagers constitute the bulk of the 
make such discouragingly slow progress and meet population and agriculture provides the bulk of the
with such seemingly everwhelming obstacles. The gross national product, rural conditions are even
temptation is great to decide that the game is not more significant and pertinent than are urban and 
worth the candle. industrial conditions. Here there is no such organiza­

tion of activities as is found in industry. Land
L iteracy  and m ateria l progress reforms may not have proceeded as far as some

might wish ; yet, a large percentage of land is tilled 
If we fall for such a temptation, however, it is by independent illiterate peasants. Even if large 

because our enthusiasm has been fanned more by land-owners adopt the latest methods of cultiva- 
pep talk and flimsy sentiment than by a deep under- tion, other farmers are not directly affected. The 
standing of the value of literacy and the use to elite speaks only for itself. It does not even 
which it should be put. We owe it to ourselves, constitute a persuasive example, since the means at 
therefore, to examine the case for and against literacy its disposal in the form of acreage, implements and 
very thoroughly. This will not only clarify our views purchasing power are not something which the 
to the need for a literacy programme but will also small farmer can emulate. In the style of the elite 
help us to draw up a programme conformable to our he sees no parallel of possibilities. Nor can farmers
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Literacy for new ideas, for better understanding
be instructed by the Government to do thus and so insecticides. In fact, he will be less apt even to adopt 
in order to fulfil the targets of a five-year plan, such simple measures consistantly and effectively.
Fortunately for India, its plans are not intended to ^  hdp for rational economic decisions 
be realized by means of such regimentation. Although r
there are a number of possible improvements in In addition to raising crops, farmers need to buy 
farming procedure which could very well be carried supplies and market their products. They have to 
out by illiterates, the farmers will have to be persu- make decisions about capital investment—the replace- 
aded as well as taught to adopt improved methods. ment of draught animals, the acquisition of a new

plough, co-operation with other villagers to improve 
Quite a number of illiterate farmers are sufficient- drainage or irrigation facilities. To make rational 

ly aware of the possibilities of progress to be open decisions in these matters .they need to have more 
to persuasion in cases where small changes in information at their command than they can possibly 
methods of cultivation, for example, can be demons- glean from a bit of conversation here and there, 
trated to be worth while from the point of view of They also need organizational forms which cannot be 
immediate returns. Such improvements include line built up by illiterates, unable as they are even to 
sowing, use of fertilizers, and use of improved simple keep records, let alone study procedural niceties, 
implements. This sort of progress is being achieved Why is it that so many cooperatives today are
to a limited extent, and in the first instance a great inactive ? Leaving aside the cases of fraud and
deal can be gained from such improvements, which corruption, which have certainly not been lacking, 
economists class as “cheap” innovations or econo- we can safely say that it is because farmers do not 
mies of production. Tney do not imply a radical understand how a cooperative should function, what 
departure from former methods, but only single, its real purposes are, and what their responsibilities 
isolated changes. The good to be derived from them and privileges are in regard to it. From the very 
is definitely and severely limited, even if all farmers beginning of cooperatives with the Rochdale experi- 
were to adopt them. And be it noted that such a ment, one of the basic tenets of cooperation has 
development cannot take place in the forseeable been that members of cooperatives must be educated 
future; not only is the average illiterate farmer in these matters. It was felt, and quite correctly,
insufficiently motivated to take advantage of the that only a person who understands the aims and
sporadic attempts being made to teach him better methods of cooperation could effectively participate 
farming procedures, but the wherewithal for adopt- jn a cooperative union, but can an illiterate person 
ing them is not forthcoming. Even with the modest be expected to acquire this knowledge and 
response hitherto evoked, there is a greater demand understanding ?
for fertilizers, implements, et cetera, than can be met Whatever economic pursuit we examine, we find 
by the present supply. We cannot, therefore, merely that, although certain mechanical processes can be 
go on proliferating current attempts at improvement, performed by illiterates, the crying need is for

greater skills which can be acquired only as a sequel 
Need for an integrated approach to the acquistion of functional literacy. More than

this, we find that rational decision making, the basis 
What is needed for a real “break through” in for integrated innovation, is dependent upon the 

agriculture is an integrated approach to the whole ability to marshal and analyse facts beyond the 
complex of problems which plague the farmer, reach of the illiterate. However, much we may 
Such an approach cannot be made unless a good eulogize the keen mind and retentive memory of the 
portion of the farmers are sufficiently well educated illiterate, let us acknowledge that he is not equipped 
to have some appreciation of the problems involved to deal with present-day problems. He may be a 
and to participate in some measure in solving them, marvel of humanity, considering his handicap, but the 
Here may be cited even such relatively simple matters reason that he retains so much of what lie sees and 
as the preparation and implementation of farm and hears is that he comes in contact with so little. He 
village production plans. It is a well known fact can see everything within view, because his horizons 
Fiat although government experts have “helped” a are so painfully close. His is an enforced myopic, 
good many farmers to draw up farm plans, very few The man who says that mass literacy is not 
of the farmers have understood what they were all essential for progress is consigning the mass of 
about, much less attempted to follow them. As for humanity to a blindly obedient role. The educated 
village plans, they are, for the most part, still in the elite could set up systems for illiterates to follow; it 
day-dream stage. Both types of plans remain could, granted beneficent intention, run things for 
excellent exercises for the technicians, unintelligible their benefit; it could, and would have to, direct them 
scraps of paper for the farmers. Unless the farmer pretty much in detail; and it could certainly encour­
ea"’ read enough to grasp new ideas and broaden his age them to demand more and more from both 
horizons, he will not advance beyond the simple and private and public sources, which it is already suc- 
■bvious stop; of making a deeper furrow or using ceeding in doing. But could it make them in to
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Literacy as an acfivafiing force bps seciefy
independent, self-reliant and reliable citizens ? Could If it is to be an activating force it must clearly link 
it help them to become the men and women of the farmer with the knowledge and ideas which it is 
integrity and innovation to whom the economic and intended to convey. If it is to be a vehicle for these 
political future of the nation could safely be entrust- ideas, someone must put it into running condition, 
ed ? If not, it would be sowing the seeds of its own keep it running, and supply the ideas in parcels smali 
destruction. Even dictators have found it necessary enough and light enough to be conveyed. It will 
to promote literacy as a means of propagating their not do to overload a weak vehicle, nor will it serve 
ideologies among the masses as well as of imparting our purpose to purvey other merchandise simplv 
the necessary skills to their labourers. How much because it is lighter or more saleable. Dropping 
more must a democracy depend on a well informed all metaphors, let us see what this means in plain 
and well oriented citizenary to do things from con- language, and whether our current literacy pro­
vision rather than coercion and to take the responsi- grammes are geared to this function, 
bility of determining its own fate ! . , ,  _

A sound base fo r literacy
We need only to look around and to read history

to ascertain the truth of this assertion. It is no . p irst> what sort of literacy do we aim a t?  Defi- 
mere coincidence that in former centuries and other oP “teracy currently bandied about are so
climes, literacy and democracy have grown together, full of jargon that they themselves need to be defined. 
It was the growth of literacy together with the and sometimes the second definition needs a third 
spread of printing that facilitated the dissemination one* We are told, for example, that by literacy is 
of knowledge and ideas destined to revolutionize not meant “functional literacy”. By “functional literacy” 
only the thinking but also the living of the common meant the ability to recognise a certain number of 
man in those parts of the world fortunate enough to words, previously chosen by the literator, without 
experience it. In India it was the literate and recourse to sounding out the letters. (Why we should 
articulate sector of the population which created the . so mortally afraid of a word's component letters 
freedom movement, and it will require an increasing- is one of those mysteries never explained but pro- 
Jy large percentage of literates among the population pounded as infallible dogma). But what if the 
to operate and maintain the democracy which the hterate produced on this basis happens to pickup a 
heroes of the freedom movement have seen fit to pap^r w . a contains words not in his predetermined 
institute on Indian soil. If literacy is a sine qua n o n  *st ■. “ e 1S as as if be had to deal with a charac-
for economic development, it is the very nostrils ter ian£uage like Chinese, w'here each word is an 
through which the life-breath of democratic progress unknown until learned separately. He discovers 
must be drawn. tnat he is literate only within the well known con-

fines of his primers. Why should we not take ad- 
JNot am end in itself vantage of the the fact that we have in India a set

Id o  not say that it is the life-breath, itself, be- adscrip ts  which are rather consisten-
cause I regard literacy as a vehicle, a medium, for l l o » J |N° ?Ti er} angu,age IS Perfectly
conveying knowledge, ideas, skills, whatever concep- . 1 ? '  f rf®a?d o f  thue clamis of !.ts protagonists.)
tions and perceptions man may experience and share H "nt .  ̂ e blown by every wind of fancy to 
with his fellow men This is the pivotal point in adopt Poetry-Plct+ures’ and other extraneous props 
our consideration of a literacy programme. Literacy )pS„ basis for teaching reading ? Why must we 
is not an end in itself. Literacy in a vacuum is i 0ng9in?+ y- deviSr d *,°
inert, sterile, useless, but literacy in the proper possible’ nnH fLcihif 1S. pe'rect, '
atmosphere, in conjunction with the elements of n  Naori serim r ° . teacllthe betters of the 
which life is composed, is the greatest catalyst the Deva Nagn script for instance, and the principles
world has ever known. We must discard the notion f  theS° letter?,int0 wforf
of literacy as a status symbol. lust as we must wine provfde,d thatu we study the genius problems of the
out illiteracy, so must l e  avoid ptan “ g” rtm cy o n t o  T k f L  ,™W ° f liKrac>-
our population like a showy badge. What good is a Tbe neo iterates so taught can approach any new
fine seed drill without seed, or a” new canal without Word 'V1 h, aSwUranof'/ c r,iav not read with the 
water? It is sheer sentimentality to wish to make peo- “  T f  5 ! a S * s ~ l t  fltakes more ei t
pie literate simply because it is “nice” and “refined” S l f s o o ^  h*
to be literate. Viewed from such an angle, literacy w ith‘im in-’v contidniw m a ’ nC' S' He will uad
whSheed’ P6ripheral t0 development of any kind, he will be able to launch out mdependentlv' Tie

tT J are tnrnea out in long succession to make pupils
How, then, can we impart literacy in such away feel that they have progressed further than they

that it will not be a waste of effort and a mockery ? actually have. If we teach by a sound and effective



Literature essentia! for literacy
method we shall not have to be evasive and equivo- form are formidable, indeed ? Why not set out 
ca] as to the meaning of literacy. Literacy, on the some two or three page pamphlets on various aspects 
reading side, I take to mean the ability to read an of Panchayati Raj and form study groups of neo- 

.ungraded text. A person is literate when he can pick literates to read and discuss them ? Again, literacy 
up such a text and read it at slight, naturally with classes and study groups could be established in con- 
sufficient ease to allow him to devote his attention to junction with the establishment of cooperatives so as 
ihe contents. If you like to use the term functional, not only to develop and preserve, but also to use 
then I would say that a person is literate when he can literacy as a means of educating people as to the 
read ; he is functionally literate when he does read proper conduct of cooperatives ? Why should not 
beyond the stage of learning to read. It is an simple every Village Level Worker and every Block Deve- 
as that. With a sound system of teaching, he will lopment Officer go out on his campaigns armed with 
also have learned to write. a sheaf of pamphlets and hand-bills, give these to

The second and more important aspect of literacy neo-literates, and tell them that he will be glad to 
is the use to which it is put. Who uses literacy, and discuss the contents with them as soon as they have* 
how ? It is rather obvious that the neo-literate uses read it ? Indeed, we have so many vital messages to 
his new-found skill—if anyone does. But who and get across, that it is nothing less than amazing^ that 
what are at the other end of the pipeline ? As often we do not grasp at every chance to broadcast them 
as not, the powers that be feel that they have sue- through the written word. It is not the neo-literates 
cessfully completed their mission when the candidate who are failing to use their literacy. It is we. We 
can read. They do not supply literature, much less who are literate and well educated, who use our 
encourage and guide the neo-literate in his reading. literacy every day to enhance our own knowledge 
Or if they do, the material may be more designed to and understanding, who know full well that we could 
keep up his desire to read than to use his ability to neither know as many facts as we do nor organize 
read as a means of conveying to him relevant and and analyse them as we do without the constant use 
vital information. Government officials continue to of our reading ability—we have all too often failed 
carry on their various campaigns almost entirely by to see the use to which literacy could be put in the
word of mouth, cinema films, puppet shows, and the service of national development. We have failed to
like, while the literature being brought out for neo- cultivate literacy for a purpose. We have failed to 
literates sports a simplified exposition of what space see the reason for reading. In a word, let us see to
travel is like. There is no objection to the latter, of it that utilization for literacy goes hand in hand with
course, if any neo-literate wishes to read it, but why propagation of literacy. The results will then be so 
not have a simplified version of, for example, some obvious that no one will think of questioning the 
of the agricultural bulletins which, in their present need for a literacy programme.

GENERAL SECRETARY’S lished at the conclusion of the express my gratitude to you, Mr.
REPORT Sydney Seminar on Adult Educa- President for the constant help,

(Continued from page 4) tion held in January this year. guidance and encouragement
One of our Executive Committee We would like to take this *Jiat we have received from you. 
members, Shri J.C. Mathur is on opportunity to thank various Prof-
the International Committee for international organisations for the ^ haiT d Mffieeb, we owe a
the Advancement of Adult Edu- support and encouragement given ^ ea t aeot oi gratitude lor they
cation set ud bv the Director to us- We hope, our close rela- have 0uiaed and helped us
General, UNESCO, a number of tionship will be maintained and f Peri°d in
our members have headed further developed in the years to *he £  Association I do
UNESCO Missions to foreign c°me. The presence in our midst not have words to thank the mein-
countries, some have acted as of Prof. Styler of Workers’ Edu- e xecutive Committee
Consultants to UNESCO Com cation Association of U.K., Dr. specially stalwarts like Sarvashri
ferences or Seminars Kurt Meissner of Germany, Dr. Gnetsingh, Maganbhai Desai,

Shri Chetsingh,' who repre- Wilmer Bell of World Confedera- A.R Deshpande J.P. Naik
sented India at the Montreal tl0n of the Teaching Profession V.S. Mathur, Sohan Singh and
Conference of Adult Education, and Dr. Welthy Fisher of World Df. T.A. Koshy and the staff,
was for a number of years mem- Education New York indicates who have given off their best so
her of the Adult Education Com- the high regard that these that this organisation of the
mittee of the W.C.O.T.P. His agencies have for the Indian people should continue to serve
place has now been taken by the Adult Education Association and the country an ic p in building
Honorary General Secretary, who the keen interest they have in j?p an,p won̂ n who could

as also recently elected Chair- promoting and developing adult tace the Iury ot ttle world and
man of the Asian South Pacific education movement in India. carve out a new world of peace
Bureau of Adult Education-estab- In the end, I would like to and plenty.
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THE 18-member International Committee of Highlighting the unequal sharing of information 
Experts on Literacy set up to advise the Direc- facilities between nations, World Communications 
tor-General of UNESCO on plans for a world emphasizes that nearly 70 per cent of the world’s 

campaign for universal literacy which met in Paris people, lack the barest means of being informed of 
recently is reported to have recommended three-year events at home or abroad. Over 100 countries in 
pilot literacy projects in six to eight countries to be Africa, Asia and Latin America fall short of the 
undertaken by UNESCO. minimum of adequacy, suggested by Unesco, of 10

These pilot projects will form the first of the copies of daily papers, 5 radio sets and 2 cinema 
three consecutive phases in a long-term programme seats for every 100 people. Rural areas oi these 
to achieve universal literacy. The subsequent phases countries are poorest in means of communication, 
will be based on a scientific evaluation of the results I*- these areas> moreover, that are generally most 
of these projects. lacking in facilities for formal education.

The Committee stressed that it was essential to This factor underlines the crucial role of the mass 
start literacy campaigns where motivation is strongest mecjia in promoting education as well as economic 
and deepest and therefore m the more organized ancj socjai advancement generally. Administrators 
sections of the national economy where people need are increasingly recognizing that the mass media, 
to be literate to be more efficient and more produc- unsurpassed in speed, range and force of impact, 
tive. Three potentially profitable starting points 
were suggested : public services and private enter­
prises, the co-operatives where they exist and trade J d 'rm tQ  n r 1 /7  T?i C H IV £><£.
unions, and, organizations in rural areas such as -* L l f l L l  L L ^ L l l  oA
village councils or community development projects.
The struggle against illiteracy is not an end in itself ly - m m  J  I n  P< sC n
and should be more closely linked, than it has been X l n i l L  J
in the past, with continuing adult education, and in
particular with technical and vocational training. It based on material supplied by Education
is by this means alone that literacy can be integrated Clearing House
into the movement of economic development and the
social emancipation of each country. , . ,

.  .  ,  . f ^ offer unlimited possibilities for providing technical
On the financing of hteiacy programmes the instruction and training, as well as general education 

Committee stated that while the major part of the Qn broa(j scaje
cost must be carried by national budgets this burden
could be reduced by regional co-operation and by Many African governments, for instance, are 
bi-lateial and international assistance. encouraging the development of a rural press to

During the first three-year experimental phase reinforce their literacy programmes. Ghana and 
the Committee considered that Unesco should dis- Nigeria, for example, print weeklies for country
pose of S 11 million per year so as to be able to areas, mostly in vernacular languages,
devote 8 6 million to 6-8 national pilot literacy pro­
grammes, $ 4 million to new and existing regional Spread  of Radio 
countries and projects, and $ 1 million to Unesco
central services. These resources would need to be Radio’s possibilities in education are being widely 
additional to Unesco’s regular budget and the Com- explored. The developing countries are giving 
mittee proposed that an appeal should be made to priority to this medium and the more developed
all Member States and to other international organi- countries are extending its scope,
zations to provide them.

The chairman of the Committee was Dr. T.A. Almost every South American country now uses
Koshy of India. The vice-chairmen were Mrs. rad/°  as an ^ f ° nna\ a ' *Ra<il°u S? r ln i n aPumla E. Kisos nkole of Uganda and Mr. Chabane Colombia reach 170 000 elementary school listen mg
Bellahsene of Algeria, and the rapporteur Mr. J.A. 8rouPs, The Peruvian government station
Rios of Brazil as well as ^  independent stations, regularly transmit

educational programmes. Private stations in Chile 
are required to broadcast the Ministry of Education’s 

\ f f O R L D  Communications, a 380-page report, just school and popular educational programmes which 
published by Unesco, which collates the most are compulsory listening for all schools. The Argen- 
recent information on press, radio, television tine Ministry uses the national radio system to broad- 

and film facilities in nearly 200 countries, shows how cast to more than 300 schools daily, 
these media are being used in some countries to
enrich already adequate instruction, in some to sup- Central American countries oblige commercial 
plement inadequate teaching facilities and in others stations to provide free time for the transmission of
to bypass the barriers of illiteracy, or to combat it educational broadcasts for schools and for public
directly.  ̂ interest, cultural and news programmes.
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Heavy emphasis is laid on educational program- what communication satellites might do, on a much 
ming in Asian broadcasting. Two recently establish- larger scale, for educational broadcasting, 
ed “radio and TV universities” in mainland China
have enrolled 19,000 college students. All-India Television for schools is receiving increasing 
Radio has established 2,000 radio farm forums attention in Europe and has been particularly well- 
throughout the country and broadcasts special pro- developed in Italy and the United Kingdom. In the
grammes to some 18,500 schools. Radio Pakistan U.S.S.R., a high percentage of viewing time is
transmits special educational programmes for adults devoted to educational programmes for children 
in local languages from all stations. and adults. The “People’s University” programme

offers courses in science and technology, arts and 
Nearly all European countries broadcast to English, 

schools and lay varying emphasis on educational and
language programmes for the general public. Poland’s fnr Fdiioatinn
University of the Air enrols some 200,000 student ruu,!> lo r ^ “uu iuon
listeners. Denmark conducts an “Evening High , , , „
School” and a “Sunday University”. The BBC’s Educational and documentary films are shown 
London and Far Eastern services transmit 150 wUh vary^g degrees 0f frequency in many African 
“English by Radio” lessons a week, in the world’s ,fwhere increasing use is being made of
biggest language-teaching operation. 1 uni s>

In the United States there are 187 non-commer- ^  South America the use of the cinema for edu- 
cial educational stations operated by universities and n  10.n m rural areas is being planned. In Asia, the 
State and municipal authorities. Educational pro- Jl?1 IS re8arded mainly as an entertainment medium, 
grammes are broadcast on a regional basis in the . . eYer’ apan, India and Israel all have outstand-
U.S.S.R., and in Australia are received by 94 per g ln ormatlon services.
cent of schools. While many European countries use the film for
TV ‘m <srhnnlc educational purposes to a limited extent, only a few
I \ lu SCIJOOIS countries, such as Finland and the Netherlands, have

made it an integral part of school curricula.Television is not yet widespread in the developing
countries, but those using it place heavy emphasis on Canada has one of the world’s most highly- 
educational programmes. Wesrern Nigeria, for developed educational film services and widespread 
example broadcasts three hours daily for schools, use is also made of such films in the United States, 
and finds audiences for these programmes among Cuba> Australia and New Zealand> among other
the general public as well. Educational programmes countries, maintain units for the production of short 
form one-sixth of Kenya s service. Northern and information films.
Eastern Nigeria also concentrate on educational
broadcasts. The Rhodesian service is required by The U.S.S.R. produces several hundred instruc- 
contract to provide school programmes regulauy. tional films yearly and 23,400 mobile units project

, . , , , them throughout the region.
In Chile, all stations are educational and operat­

ed by universities. Venezuela’s one government- , „ .
owned station broadcasts educational and cultural ^  a Unesco foreword, World Communications 
programmes for about six hours a day. draws attention to the programme Unesco has under­

taken at the request of the United Nations to help
All-India Radio broadcasts courses in science, .. , , m ,., , TT- ,. c < ■ , c .. the developing countries buna up their mass media.English and Hindi for secondary schools from its . “

experimental transmitter. Japan, in contrast to most The United Nations has emphasized that the infor-
Asian countries, has a highly-developed TV network mation media have an important part to play in
and its educational programme, which covers 42 per education and in economic and social progress
cent of the population, is received in 24,000 schools, generally and that new communication techniques
In Oceania, an extensive educational service is being offer special opportunities for spreading education
organized for American Samoa. swiftly.

In the United States, more than 60 educational It is hoped, the foreword adds, that World Com- 
stations are run, non-commercially by schools, uni- municcitions, by highlighting the needs of the develop-
versities, and foundations. TV instruction beamed ing countries, may help to spur development of the
fr nr transmitters in high-flying aircraft and covering media and, consequently, of education in these
78,000 square miles has been developed, indicating areas.
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A probe into adult attitudes to literacy
Report of an investigation by Shri R. Subramanian, Head of the Department of Research and 

Dr. R. S. Mani, Reader in Economics of the Gandhigram Rural Institute

THE existing picture of literacy rate in our country The present study specifically aims at finding 
is distressing indeed. Between 1951 and 1961, out :—
literacy only increased from 17% to 24%. Yet (a) The attitude of village adults (age group i 8

a survey conducted just before the 1961 census as pjus to 55 plus) towards further education
a pretest revealed an increase in female literacy for men ancj WOmen ;
from 7.9% in 1951 to 28 8% at present while the speeific aspect oflearning of the different
literacy among men rise from 24.9% to 51.7%. • and
This gap between the all-India average and the age and sex ^ro ps ,
sample reveals the leeway to be made. (c) the aspirational level of the village adults

in regard to the level of education for their 
Quite recently, the Study Team on Social b0yS ancj gjrjs_

Education under the leadership of Dr. B.N. Jha, w ..
Vice-Chancellor, Jodhpur University appointed The ultimate objective was to identify those
by the Planning Commission has viewed with Actors that are essential for a successful plan of 
concern and alarm the ' slack tempo of literacy adult education. Hence the study has a c 
rate. The Team has fixed 1975-80 as the target objective towards action - m  that an effective and 
period for eradication of literacy and has suggested rea f 1C programme of adult educat.on-for that 
the provision of facilities for part-time and further fur her education-should be based on the
education for poPu,a,io„ between age-group ! 5-45.

It is in this background that the Research study might provide a pointer towards the ‘how of 
Department of the Gandhigram Rural Institute toning up the adult education programmes where 
undertook a study to find out the existing level of there is scope for improvement. It might help also 
literacy among village adults and their interests and to produce suitable literature for neo-literate since 
aspirations. the survey was designed to reveal adult interests.

The locus of the present study was village Pan- 
Purpose of the investigation jampatti about 5 miles north-west of Gandhigram.

The village is on a cross-road connecting the highway 
Adult education could be defined in many ways ; between Dindigul and Madurai and Sembatti and

but the present survey concerns itself with the func- Dindigul and has easy access of communication with
tional aspect of it. For the purpose of the study, Dindigul town. The Kodaikanal Motor Union
the concept of ‘further education’ is defined as an runs h  service between Kodaikanal Road and
education which aims basically at people’s interests Dindigul through this village. There is a Post
and needs to involve them in action that are con- Office with Savings Bank facilities : there are three
ducive to their welfare ; the content of further cooperative institutions, a senior-basic school for
education, therefore, becomes need-oriented, and boys and girls and another for girls separately. A
centres round their interests. Adult education registered" organisation (Gram Sangam) for rural
programmes must have a forward linkage with development existed in 1949. A big Catholic church
further education in that the former should provide jn the village, standing sentinel over its economic
further education for the village adults in India and and social contours on the pathway of time, w ould
help raise their standard of living, attack ignorance, greet any visitor from a far. The majority commu-
poverty and disease by teaching them to read and nity is christain and the parish priest, Rev. Viswasam,
write, thereby raising productivity and improving wields great influence over the people,
occupational skills and techniques, primarily those ^  . .
of agriculture ; viewed at from this angle, health 01
education becomes part of further education. Such The village is contiguous and is divided into 6
a thinking presupposes courses in adult education wards ; a Panchayat with 16 members elected by the
that would be offered to fulfil demands expressed people of the village administers it ; its annual
by people depending on their level of literacy, revenue is approximately Rs. 21,000/-. There is a
Further education, therefore, would require a temporary cinema camp a furlong west of the village
broadening of the planframe of adult education which brings to the panchayat coliers a sum of R>
programmes to include a basis as ‘broad as the 4000 - as entertainment tax. Most of the lands
people’s needs’, involving new skills in place of the belonging to the villagers lie on the outskirts al
old. modern knowledge and constructive attitude, around. There are 107 irrigation wells of which 35
emphasising at the same time the need for both have been fitted with electric motor pumpsets. Most
vocational ann general education. of the wells are more than 60 feet deep, but water is
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a scarce commodity in relation to the need's of culti- of light into the adult minds as regards what form
vation and drinking. The drinking water problem is of—further education they need and what thei
acute ; of late, an overhead tank has been construct- aspirationa ] level is compared to their level of
ted to serve only a section of the population. The literacy and sex. It is our belief that atleastr
Social Education Organiser’ Training Centre, minimally, ihe village constitutes a cross-section of
Gandhigram, has pitched upon this village for inten- village India and is perhaps an indicator of village
sive social education work. Projects like Mather boundaries for purposes of adult education. It is
Sangam, backyard poultry and the Ekai programme hoped that while the finds of this exploratory study
are being undertaken by the SEOTC, Gandhigram. on a modest scale would be of immediate use and
Adult^ literacy classes had been functioning for value to those administering adult education, finding
sometime for the adult men and women separately solutions to problems encounted in this field, it may
and they are now being revived by the SEOTC, also try to make an effective approach to areas in
Gandhigram. There are 864 households with an social education which remain relatively neglected
estimated population of 4759. The overall literacy and obscure,
rate for the village men and women is 71%; neverthe­
less, on the basis of a survey conducted by the Scope of analysis
SEOTC, Gandhigram, there are more than 524 men Only literacy, sex and age-group were used as the 
and 807 women who had never gone to school. major distributory factors throughout the study.

The reasons for selecting this village for the These factors were used not only because of their 
present study were significant position in analysing various relationships,

.. .  ̂ . but because of the sex differentiation that was like to
?) .Its Proximity t0 Gandhigram ; be yery determinate in rurai areas and it has been

(ii) its selection as one of the villages in the the case often, that educational aspiration of rural 
five village scheme of the SEOTC gandhi- women are different from those of rural men. The 
gram ; and data gathered on their economic position were not

(iii) the cooperation of the people headed by adequate enough to permit of large-scale applica- 
the Parish priest and the earlier rapport tion.
which the SEOTC Gandhigram had been The statjstical device used throughout this study 
able to establish through its attempts to f purposes of comparison is the percentage, the base
organise adult literacy classes and Mather f 4 4  j the actual reported findings.
Sangam.

The purpose in selecting different age-groups 
It provided an opportunity to study also a village, beginning with 18 plus was to find out the relation- 

farm-centred but urban fringe population. sbjp between the age and sex groups as such and
Since the sample unit was the household, the their aspirational levels with regard to further educa- 

population was divided according to households and t*on- The following is the distribution of the sample 
a sample of 98 households was selected by systema- interviewed according to age and sex . 
tic random rate of one in nine. Data were obtained table NO l
by a suitable pretested schedule consisting of both
closed-end and open-type questions. The questions Age and Sex Composition of the Sample,
were not designed to make use of the scaling techni- *,
ques proper as understood in social research, because R e g r o u p  T o t a l N o '  M e , u  W o m e n -

of their limitations to Indian conditions, but were jg plus ... 20 13 7
formulated to cover the Yes/No type of answer
choice which could be regarded as rough approxima- 25 plus ... 26 16 10
tions to the measurement of differences in degree. 35 ]us _ 29 23 6
This was supplemented by careful observation and
informal interviews. 45 plus ... 13 11 2
A cautionary  note 55 plus ... n ___ 9 i

Before the findings of this study are presented. 98 72 26
one cautionary note must be added. It must be -------------------- —---------------
stressed here that the actual area of study is
a village and whether or not the conditions obtaining Thus the sample statistic regarding men-women 
in the village have greater boundaries outside is, of ratio was of the order of 73.4% to 26.6%. The 
course, problematic. And hence the survey hesitates literacy level for the same both for men and women 
to draw general conclusions as the conditions in in different age-groups was 58.3% a°d 50% respec- 
\ i 11 ages in our country differ from one another ; tively. The differential in the level of literacy as 
t ter all, one swallow does not make a summer and between men and women worked out to 8.3% which 
so the findings are more particularistic and applic- would point out to the need for a positive literacy
able to the village under study, yet they throw a ray drive among women of the different age-groups in
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ihe village. This is further brought out by the data in table 2 :

TABLE NO. 2

Percentage of Literacy Among Men and Women.
Literate Percent. Illiterate Percent

A g e - g r o u p ------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------
Men. Women.. Men. Women. Men. Women. Men. Women.

1 8  plus 10 7 76.1 100 3 — 23.9 100
25 „ ' 13 4 81,2 40 3 6 18.8 60
35 ,, 17 2 73.9 33.3 6 4 26.1 66.7

45 „ 7 — 63.6 — 4 2 36.4 100

55 „ 5 — 55,6 — 4 1 44.4 100

52 13 20 13

The literacy percentage for the village is around education, revealed that the programme planning
71, while the all-India rate is 24 according to 1961 for adult education. in this village (through the social
census. The higher percentage of literacy in general education programmes should" be cognisant of a
in the village chosen for study could be attributable psychological approach based on age and occupation
to the presence and the functioning of 2 senior basic- and family problems ; unless such a programme is 
schools both for boys and girls and the influence of implemented, the village adults may not be evincing
a Catholic church (the majority community being —much interest in it. The following table brings
Christians). into focus this feature.

Against this background must be viewed the TABLE NO; 3
answers which were received for the question, “Are
you interested in furthering your knowledge?” : an Reasons advanced for lack of interest in
analysis showed among the various sex and age- Further Education
groups, that out of 72 men interviewed, 54(75%)
w ere fo u n d  to  b e  in terested  in  fu rth er in g  th e ir  Reasons No. of
k n o w le d g e  ; s im ila r ly  o u t  o f  2 6  w o m e n  in fo rm a n ts , . f
o n ly  14 (a  lo w  p ercen ta g e  o f  45) seem ed  to  b e  mjorman s
rea lly  in terested , w h ich  o n ly  ten d ed  to  sh o w  a  lo w er  Busy with agriculture ...  ... 17
a sp ira tio n a l le v e l a m o n g  w o m e n  in  th e  m a tter  o f  Family difficulties and
in terest in  fu rth er in g  e d u c a t io n ; th e  n eed  fo r  problems (financial and
m ea n in g fu l p ro g ra m m e o f  ed u ca tio n a l co n te n t  for  social) ... ... ... 15
v illa g e  w o m e n , a t first, t o  crea te  in tere st in  th e m  Old age ... ... ... 12
an d  th en , to  ch a n n e lise  th e ir  in terest ( to  g iv e  a  Poor health ... ... 4
fu n c tio n a l b ia s) a lo n g  fu n c tio n a l lin es  w as in d ica ted . —
For learning is essentially an attempt by the person _
to satisfy his or her needs as he or she perceived
them. In adult education as in others, all new The reasons adduced above enable us to gain an 
experiences for the learner are to be symbolised and . mi ght int0 the variety of causes that lead to the
organised into some relationship to the self or are ]ack6 of jntereat in fuJrther education. They also
ignored because leie is no perceived lelationship. establish equal weightage on the difficulties acting as 
A further analysis of the figures that would favour deterrent to further action, 
in receiving further education through informal
schools (adult education classes) represented roughly  ̂ . , .. , . .
80% while the rest (20%) were in favour of being Closely alhed to the above was the data analysed
benefited by further education through informal 0,1 !%ne^ s ° father education that the inform- 

cuenieu uy lu,lu . _t fnr pvamnifA ants might derive depending on their degree of groups (modern community centres, for example). ^  6g% ^  ^  informants tQ
U f  believe that they would enjoy the benefits of further
K easons to r apatny education, the rest did not visualise any kind of

In this connection, a further probe into the benefit as a result of further education. A break- 
reasons for lack of interest among the informants down of the data regarding the way in which they 
who did not show a positive response to further wouid be benefited is given below :
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I
TABLE NO. 4 A similarity in the learning patterns between

Dimensions of benefit different age groups is shown by the above table.
F o r  in stan ce, there is id en tity  o f  in terests in  th e  

d i m e n s i o n s  N u m b e r  P e r c e n t  learn in g  p attern  for  th e  age-grou p s 18 p lus, 25 , 35 ,
45 regarding vocational education as among men, in 

To letter h?vfn8B1CUltUre 29 29.6 terms of improved knowledge of agriculture, through
To help in educating family tbs interests of women qu ite very, in terms of
members 25 25.4 their interests in craft and home improvement.
Miscellaneous 7 7.4 Women in the 55 age-group did not show any
Not available 11 11.2 interest in the learning pattern. There is a need,

98 J00 therefore, for a concerted drive by the village
----  ----  panchayat in coordination with the existing several

agencies working in the area along the lines of mean- 
The benefits were multi-faceted ; interest in ingful functional education that will improve know- 

bettering living standards preponderaten over other ledge of agriculture among men and introduce suita- 
interests, while the rest also received different hie crafts and home-management courses of short 
degrees of interest as regards benefits. This only duration for women of the age-groups 18 plus, 24 
goes to prove that a succesful and effective plus and 35 plus; such an approach might prove 
programme of social and further education for very useful to the village adult men and women, 
village adults should have a close bearing on The data also showed that those adults who ultima- 
measures related to improve living standards, through tety desired general education wanted to improve 
improved agricultural practices and other non- themselves and there environment, 
agricultural plans ; emphasis should also be laid nf  aiinltc
on any such programme on other aspects also to luue U1 dUUU!»
have a spread effect, viz., those aimed at improving An interesting part of the study is related to the 
education of other family members—each one teach attitude of the village adult population (according to 
one—principle of education. For the question, the sample) in regard to educating their boys and 
“what would you like to learn ?”, the answers as girls. Since there is a conservative view that gene- 
processed below point up the variegated patterns rally village women are not favourably disposed 
of learning. towards educating their children, especially girls, the

results of this study showed a different trend in the 
TABLE NO. 5 sense that adult women and men had shown equal

Pattern «f interest in educating their children, both boys and
e girls. Perhaps this trend may be indicating the

— — — — — —  = impact of social changes that are taking place in the
P a tte rn  o f  learn in g  villages due partly to the situational factor being in

A g e  g rou p  ______________ _____________________ the vacinity of an urban area (Dindigul town) and to
the work of the leaders in the village, atleast in this 

M a l e  t e i  a  e  village, to the relentless work of the parish priest.
--------  —— — — — = It m ay  b e a g a in  a cco u n ted  fo r  in  term s o f  an  effect
, T o f  th e  ex tern a l s tim u li in  th e  form  a f  c o n ta c t  w ith

^ c u l t u r e )  M d Gene- ^ c o n d it io n s  (iraftj ' hiock  o ffic ia ls , ‘urban  fr in gen ess’, co m m u n ica tio n s  
ral education. e tc . F u rth er  in v estig a tio n  as to  th e  re la tion sh ip

between interest in education for both boys and girls
25 „ Vocational (agri) edu- Craft (major interest) anci th e  re lig io n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n , w ill b e  w o r th -

cation. w h ile .

General education General education T h e  d a ta  w ere g ro u p ed  as u n d er :
(Adult literacy classes) (minor interest)

TABLE NO. 6
35 „ General education Craft (Major)

(Major) Percentage relationship in terms of being favourably or
otherwise disposed towards educating their children

Vocational (agri) General education
Minor. (Minor) ' M E N  W O M E N

45 Vocational education Family welfare (major) A ge-grou p  In fa v o u r  N o t in In fa v o u r  N o t  in
(Agri) (B o y s  & fa v o u r  (Bays & fa v o u r

g ir ls )  (B o ys & g ir ls )  (B o ys &
Adult literacy (minor) General education g ir ls) g irls)

(Minor)
18 plus 4 9 7 _  55

55 „ Improvement of living Nil 25 „ 9 5 6 6 57.7
conditions through 35 „ 16 7 4 2 69
agriculture. 45 „ 10 1 2 — 92.3

_________ _ 55 „ 9 — — 1 90
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The above figures indicate the possibility of the further education. The need for a meaningful pro­
existence of a positive relationship (though a more gramme of educational content for village women in 
elaborate and vigorous probe might be necessary) order to channelise their released interest on func- 
between age favourable attitude of adults towards tional lines is felt. Further education for village 
educating their children, both boys and girls, as the adults should aim basically at peoples’ interest and 
age-group advances. For instance, while the per- needs to involve them in actions that promote their 
centage in the age-group 18 plus, and 25 plus favour- welfare, 
ing the education of both boys and girls is only
in the neighbourhood of 55 and 57 lespectively, 3. 80% of the village adults were seen favouring 
that of the age-group 45 plus is 92.3. The literacy further education through informal agencies (adult
percentage in the age-group is bracketed highest in education classes), while the rest, through informal
the 18 plus and 25 plus group the favourable groups (modern community centres),
attitude towards educating both boys and girls
ranks the highest in the 45 plus age-group where . . . . _ ,, . , „
the percentage of literacy is only 63.6. This may y-  probe into the reasons for the lack of
perhaps be attributable to the “matured mind” adequate motivation (interest) among village adult
among the age-groups, indicating a shift in their nien a°d 'y°™en w£ ° dld give a positive res-
attitude in the matter of felt need for educating the ponse to further education showed that programme
future generation. This is really something en- planning for adult education should be cognisant of
couraging and worth an enquiry by itself. There a rational, approach based on age and occupation
seems to be a positive association between age- and .family probels without which developmental
oroups 18 plus and attitude towards educating their activities might not give results commensurate with
boys and girls. Since the study reveals a positive efforts made by the social education organisers. The
response (a favourable attitude) with regard to education cf adults must embrace atleast the major
educating children, no effort should be spared in areas of their interests,
making available all kinds of educational facilities _ ££n. _ . , . .  ̂ . , ,
in ths villages which do not yet have anv kind of a ^  66 0 of the adults interviewed, thought that
school ' they wou'd derive benefit out of further education in

. relation to better living standards, improving
So far as this village is concerned, there are adults agriculture and educating other members of the

who want to educate themselves so as to improve family. This meant that an effective programme or
themselves, their family and their environment, further education for village adults must begin at a
Again, this establishes a fact that as more and more P.oint where currently they are found placed in life-
village adults are drawn towards further education situations; so that it may give a content and meaning
and more education for their children and more order to enable them to rise above the poverty 
schooling facilities (both formal and informal) are dne raJa* areas’ , m addition, this would have a
provided for in the villages, a higher percentage of spread effect aimed at improving education of other
literacy, being the resultant, would bring about quite family members,
a change not only in the individuals, but in- the
entire socio-economic superstructure of the villages 6. The survey revealed an identity of interests 
in our country. as regards the learning pattern among different age-

As regards the level of education, the adults, both groups, 18 plus, 25 plus, 35 plus and 45 plus, the
men and women, would desire for their children, it distinguishing feature being keenness of interest in
was found that there was a favourable tendency vocational education among men in terms of improv-
(60.2%) among men and women in the matter of . . . , „ „„
educating boys and girls after the secondary level, in§ knowledge o. agriculture and among w . c ,
while 18% only favoured University Education; here- craft and home improvement,
in comes the need for diversifying education with a
vocational bias in our country. 7. g oth a(ju]t men and women showed equal

interest in educating their children—boys and girls 
Findings and suggestions as w e j 1 ;  as far as t^js village is concerned this .trend

1. The differential in the literacy level as shown might be indicative of the impact of social changes
by the data collected for men and women in different around being on the urban fringe. I he study gi\ cs
age-groups in the village Panjampatti was 8.3%. r jse to a possibility of a relationship existing between
This points out to the need for a positive liteiacy ag£ ancj favourable attitude of adults towards
drive among women of different age-groups in the ® . .. . .
village. educating their children as the age-group advances;

2. ' Seventy-five per cent of the men and 45% of « *  f°™  » hypothesis which needs to be
the women interviewed were found to be interest in tested through further research.
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What then must we do?
ONE has to think of social welfare as something be set by people inside the administration—in this, 

which aims at transforming; it has the trans- I may be right or wrong—it will cease to be social 
cendental urge in it, in the sense, that it raises welfare. The administration has to learn how to 

you above the earlier, narrower loyalties and moves adjust and accommodate itself to what is being 
you forward to newer, deeper and to more inclusive achieved outside. The primary achievements have to 
loyalties. By this definition, social welfare is a be secured by the voluntary agencies, in the 
process of social conservation, widening loyalties academic institutions and in the ethico-cultural 
and of national integration. I think this invests field.
social welfare with an immense responsibilky and g ur efforts must be directed to opening up
excitement, and an immense g y ••• human character and permitting it to resume its

I believe voluntary agencies have a major role to natural form. In the process, a great amount of 
play in the process of social conservation because energy and power will be generated which requires 
given a little support, they would be able to generate very 0f jnpUt. The main contention of social 
this kind of snowball of progress. The input de- welfare workers is that social welfare can be a 
manded by them will be so little and the output mighty input of development and that the existing 
generated by them will be so great, because they can distortions in society can be removed with little 
mobilise something which does not require technical effort. They would then be able to introduce into 
competence or capital investment. All its requires the whole process of development a new element of 
is tapping the human imagination, human sympathy, strength and vitality.—Shri Asoka Mehta in his 
human sensitivity and making us in the process more address to the Seminar on “Social Administration 
of human beings than we tend to be. in Developing Countries,” New Delhi, March 19,

If the lead and the rhythm in social welfare is to 1964.
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World loses mankind’s finest flower
We Must Cherish Jawaharlal Nehru’s Heritage

TYEATH has snatched away Jaw aharlal N ehru. M ankind is bereft o f its 
^  pride and  hum anity, its m easure.

D eath  has deprived us o f  a  leader who shaped our history and  o f the 
architect who w rought our destiny.

D eath  has denied us the sheltered com fort th a t Jaw aharlal N ehru  gave 
us to  build the India  o f ou r dream s which he helped us to  spell out.

D eath  has b rought us face to  face w ith reality, w ith the facts o f  life a 
nation  m ust perforce confron t when it decides to  evolve in to  the  next phase 
o f its historical developm ent.

Even so, death  has no t won. I t  has left behind m illions who cherish 
his m em ory and  m illions m ore to  w hom  the heritage he has left behind is 
sacred. T o all o f them  this is an  occasion to  dedicate themselves m ore firmly 
than  even before to  build India , indeed the world, w orthy o f the image o f 
the m an th a t was Jaw aharlal N ehru.

IT has been the great privilege of the Indian Adult is not true. Real education does not mean reading
Education Association to have had Jawaharlal and writing alone.
Nehru s blessings on more than one occasion. Reading and writing are just like a small door

And each one of these inspired us to seek afresh the which only gives you entrance—puts you on the 
ultimate objectives of our quest. way f0 reaj education. Real education is quite

r . . . , different from learning these tools of education.Inaugurating one of the Association s early Real education comes after. If vou take thi8
Semmarson literature for neo-literates which was measuring stick and you think of measuring the
held in am  1952, he declared . educated persons who have big degrees from

Let us begin by respecting the average illiterate universities and colleges, then you sometimes start
in India who deserves to be respected and let us doubting whether they are really educated, 
not think that we are far above him. Your pro- Actually, the important thing is how people
blem of social education is not merely to make are moulded. Considered in this light, there are
them read and write, but you must reach the very few people who can come to that standard,
contents of their minds. I wish we do more of We think that if we talk much about it, we v. i* I be
this thought-approach to the problem. removing some of our inherent shortcomings. The
. . , ou „ iv/r „  • i n -la- „ inner spirit is there, no doubt, in India, but oneAgain, opening the Shafique Memorial Building has to 'earcjj for R

in 1961 he emphasized: _. . ", .There is no doubt whatever progress we achieve
It is not true, if we think that in fifteen to and there we have our Planning Commission and

twenty years, if all the people can read and write, Third Five-Year Plan in this country -but the
there will be no need for this building. That just important thing is the real education of people.



An appeal from Bengal Social Service League
Social education for Industrial workers

in Calcutta
For a number of years the Bombay City Social Education Committee has been doing a remarkable 

job of promoting literacy and social education in that city. In Calcutta we cannot point with equal 
pride to what has been accomplished. We can only say that from now on we are determined to expand 
with all possible speed the literacy and social education efforts in this city. Perhaps in the past the 
urban areas have been slighted. But it becomes more and more clear that here is exactly the place 
of need. Here we can most quickly make our efforts count in the strengthening of our democratic economy.

The Bengal Social Service League has called upon the management and labour leaders of Calcutta to 
cooperate in the destruction of the major obstruction to real economic progress.

The following are the salient features of the scheme prepared by the League.

ILLITERACY has long been syllabus is drawn up with a view willing to spend time to make
considered a social evil. It to make the workers better it a success. It is suggested that
is not until recent years that members of the urban com- in the beginning two teacher 

the connection between illiteracy munity, of the family, and more trainees be sent from each factory 
and economic stagnation has intelligent, informed workers for training, about 20 hours, 
been recognized. Now we know who will not be so easily influ- C]asses will b in in rooms 
that without the rapid spread of enced by various pressures put arranged by tbe Committee 
literacy, economic growth which upon him, There should be from 15 tQ 2b
is so essential to India’s future Organisation o f the project students in each class. Part of 
cannot be achieved. It is not a factorv we tbe books and materials will bematter of choice. It is the . in eacn mm and factory we f , students fees
resDonsibilitv of all of us to enter wlsb to cooperate with a small supplied irom tne students lees,responsibility or au or us ro enter mmitfee on which nnr nroani and Part Wl11 be supplied in tin this struggle m the place where committee on which our orgam- £ libraries which can he XVP arp sation will also be represented. trumc libraries, which can be

:  : . , . , + ,  There must be representatives l'sed aSain in each succeedingIndustry is a basic element of from both mana/ ment and class.
economic progress. Thousands iab0ur. This committee will be Supervision and running of

w o r k T * „ m “rand - P o ^ l e  for promoting the sp o o ls  arcu .01 woik m snops na bteracy and social education , ,
factories, and here a conflict movement araong the workers, classes wdl be. conducted
between the old and the new, selection of teachers, handling of regularly by the trained teachers 
the traditional and the progres- funds, providing space for classes, ôr a Peri°d °f 6 months each, 
s.ve, the illiterate and the world setting hours for classes and Attendance and progress reg.s- 
0/ education ensues. It is at general management of the ters will be kept. e classes 
this point that the struggle programme and collection and should meet for one hour a day 
against illiteracy can be most *va]uation of lar ts 6 days a week. The teacher should
effective, because this is the f tb tearhpr<f Also thev devote one hour a week to social 
point of felt need. In educating ^ T b e  ^ p S ? ' f o r  fte eS?- ed^ on’ ^  of
these workers, we bridge the gap blishment aFnd management of a methods such as audio-visual 
between his old world and his library, which will be discussed u ecd.lres and discussions,
new one and make him a better ]ater. a preliminary step, “ e sb°uld plan occasional cul- 
worker. 1 he result is greater the Committee will collect statis- Iural functions. He will con- 
cilsciency 3.nd incrcBscci produc- tics conccrnins the number of duct re^ulcii exumincitions# I he 
i°n - workers in the factory, number a,ns^ er PaPers. will be sent to

Social Education must go of illiterates and division accord- Bengal Social Service League
hand in hand with literacy. We ing to their mother tongue. for evaluation an , ' ^ ln8 °f
herein propose a social education The Committee will select certificates. He w* ^ertl’
syllabus to be conducted simul- teachers from among the workers cates presente a - -  e ^mc"
taneously with the literacy who are devoted to the cause of bons. He wi f a regular
yvllabus. The social education social education and who are (Continued on page 14)
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School to work, from one routine to another

EACH year, millions of adolescents leave school to lessly about small things, such as whether they would 
become the rank and file workers of industry in report at the wrong entrance of the factory, and 
Western Europe. What problems do these many worried whether they would be able to do the 

young people face in making the transition ? What work properly
change V hC SCh°01 pteparing them f°r the Their main concern, however, was about meeting

g , strangers, especially older people and those of the
About one third of the youths—in England at opposite sex. But underlying the nervousness and 

any rate—take apprenticeships and eventually be- excitement there was in most cases confidence. The 
come skilled workers. Others enter dead-end jobs children approached the situation with assurance, 
with no prospects and little interest. Occupations and with the intention of overcoming such problems 
cover a wide range from engineering, van boy and as there were.
coal mining to clothing manufacture, clerical work Many young people have only a vague idea of 
and building. Girls—who now account for approxi- what to expect in their jobs. One aspect which imp- 
mately one third of the total labour force—also take resses them in the free atmosphere at work. People 
up careers such as secretarial work or hairdressing,
or they may enter dull routine jobs. Most of them T? . ] p
are employed in one of three occupations—clerk, P  C LC tS CLTiCl T l& U V G S
shop assistant or factory-worker. f ^

The first job experience is of crucial importance— [ T O T H  U T 1 6 S C O
as important as the first love—for it conditions the
adolescent’s whole future working life in the case based on material supplied
of a boy, and the girl’s life at any rate up to marri- by Education Clearing House
age.
■p. , can do as they want-walk about, chatter and smoke-
JclFSt days so long as they get the work done. Unofficial privile-

Most of the young people in the Sheffield study §es and tolerance about the time for clocking in and 
took only a few days or a week or two to settle of the tea-breaks are a surprise for adolescents who 
down at work. The majority, however, had to face expect the world of work to be tough. For many, 
up to some problem. They were nervous and excited however, the first days at work are days of disillu- 
during their first days at work. They worried need- sionment: boys expecting to do a man’s job are

given a message to run or told to sweep a yard out. 
twxwxxxxx\xxxx>xxxvxxNNxxxxx\xxxxxxxxxxxvvvv^vv\.vvvvxxxxxvv'.vxvvvxvxxvxxxx> Girls expecting glamour are soon put in their

In June 1963, the Unesco Youth Institute places, 
at Gauting, near Munich, organized a meeting Attitudes towards the job
on “The Social Impact of Work Life on Young Au. . . ,    , r ,
PeoDle” This meeting which was Dart of a Although about one third of the young peoplereopie . imsmeeting wb cn was part ol a in the Sheffield study were enthusiastic about their
arger project on the Social Impact of Techno- jobs and had an e/ rnest desire to do wdl for the

logical Change on Youth , brought together 13 Jremainder work itself was not the main source of
experts from seven countries-Australia, satisfaction. What was important for them was
Austna Federal Germany, Czechoslovakia the status which being a worker, as compared with
France, the United Kingdom and Switzerland scho j child conferSred. The idea that work might
-w h o  contributed their experience from diffe- be ,tivd e; joyabie had never entered their heads.
tfnn^ranC5eS ° 1  sofciai  sciences> from voca- NePspapers. t v , parents and neighbours never
1 T b  guIf aDce’ .the tradf  T  r \  mdtUStryi spoke of work as a source of satisfaction. On the
T ahmir S & International <£ntrary> if work was mentioned it was usually
LaDOur umce. because of a conflict between management and

This article is based on the reports labour. The aims of the trade unions were surely
and conclusions of the Gauting meeting, with higher wages and shorter hours ? Who ever heard
particular reference to a study of 100 boys and 0f a uni0n leader talking about enjoying work ? It
100 girls who left school in Sheffield, England, was something to be put up with,
in 1959. The Sheffield study was carried out These attitudes were reinforced by the attitudes
by Mr. Michael P. Carter of the Department 0f other employees and by management. Fellow
of Social Anthropology, University of Edin- employees, especially if paid on a piece rate or bonus
burgh. system, had little esteem for a quality job. Young

Vxxxxxxxxv\xv,xxxxxxx\vvxxxxxx'svvvcvxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxvxxxxxxxxxxxxxvxvxvvxxxxxxv people soon realized that woik was not a matter for
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Young worker's arad ■fcBT3®DEf» pB’oBiBsms
pr:de, that employers did not want high standards, children in Sheffield, however, it is quite clear that 
but rather passable standards, that they wanted child orientation in practice often means emphasising 
compliance, not initiative. the low status of boys and girls. Furthermore

TT . , schools continue to be child-orientated when they
K 1 LJ e’ ,ant, P°j,?n f 1®  10" . ™ t  be made are dealing with youths. Child orientation means 
,.-Vi ^ ° Ll‘i' , su  |  an the unskilled or “semi- “being bossed about”, “treated like kids”. Respon- 

SM.led worker. Studies in France, Germany and dents in the £tudy were not prepared to put up with
‘ ul,.fdoni f  showed that, in most cases, being treated like children. And so, far from being 

k? %u'c + v\ 01 er, • l Ce,S a r-1?? interest in his job. dj at ease on this score when they started work, they 
a "  a , ra .,C„ f ,c ie fqhows no matter which were re)ieved that they were at last treated as grown-

‘j ■ °cr an> sense of Ups, for they had felt grown-up for a long time,achievement and security “What I have learned ’ , _ . r  ,
nobod} can take away from me,” is a phrase fre- In man^ homes> furthermore, children are expect- 
quently heard. ed to stand on their own feet from a very early

age—they learn to look after themselves. This 
A ttitudes towards Other Workers makes the tendency of teachers to treat them as kids,

all the more displeasing to them and the assump-
The semi-or unskilled youth, on the other hand, tion of self-reliance at work all the more acceptable, 

has no sense c-f achievement. He often suffers from Moreover, to many children the values of school 
a sense of J21 lure, both on the professional and have always appeared to be at odds with life as it is 
V'/"; ;e\'" ■ Studies in France and other countries actually lived, whereas the values of work fit is with 
have snown that once the unskilled youth has em- those at home and in the neighbourhood. Effort, 
% '"C, on, caree|r 1S. nauch less concerned enthusiasm, and beauty are stressed at school, but 
aP ,% s . ed worker to improve his knowledge ignored at work where materialism prevails. While 

‘ - -- -ucation. there is a lot of talk at school about purpose in
r'-ut whether the young people are skilled or life, school itself appears to some children futile ; 

unskilled, the quality of their relationships with even if work does not have any great attraction, at
other people at work is a matter of great importance, least you get paid for it.

Pe°Ple of different backgrounds, experi- Most studies stressed that. at the present time, 
-anc Pe[ iaps °f the opposite sex, in a tjie scb0ol does not keep pace with requirements 

'k. ~ , j1 f 'n ic  a n??,̂ .us vlver,di has to be 0f industry. The young person’s choice of a
"V .C V % f J", ch,lldien an entirely new vocation has, in many cases, little to do with the

r  ; 1, bave not bee” exposed. rea] situation of technical development. Recent
„ tr> afe concerned to “have inquiries in Federal Germany reveal that 18% of

W1 o- the young people are urged to their choice of a
v. 1 ay adolescents prefer to work with people of career by vocational guidance, and 5-6% by the 

; - me age, but often they do not have the oppor- school. Most of them have no concrete ideas of the
ty to do so. A gap of just a few years seems a opportunities available, 

major one. Friction with older workers is much . _ . , ,
more noticeable with girls than with boys. Between Keeping pace With the needs of industry
the young girl and the middle-aged woman there is The consensus of opinion is that if the school
plenty of scope or jealousy and interference, espe- js to do justice to the requirements, school education 

‘A ,UI| h U',K ' l i  0SUC 1 (mattcrs as dress, which must be changed and adolescents must be provided 
ssumes considerable importance for the young girl wjtb vocational training at the school level. Todav 

?”ar Ing ,,L° ,wor ; . ie nature °f then jobs makes more and more young people are soin° to school
1 ,faMer for, boys to If>°re m.en whom they dislike for a longer period, but in many cases they are no
;1 7 e;ls,3,rl3 J°bs ?ftc” invo^ e thcmf bf  "g dosetted being trained for the kind of work which actually
11,1 ok!cr women in sh°P’ office or factory- awaits them in industry. Y

Clearly everything is not easy in the world of Generally speaking, the English study showed 
' : "A workers. But, most studies showed that that neither school nor work meant a great deal to a

' Cy get over the transition from school to work number of young people, and that work was no 
s’.rrn-ungly easily and adapt themselves relatively more of a challenge than school had been. The 

' - I ' industry. Only a handful of young people “gap” amounted to no more than a moderate change 
k Sheffield inquiry had problems after one in routine and most of the changes were welcome — 

r r ■ experience. The general assumption improved status, more independence, better treat- 
!i alleges a difficult gap between school and the ment at home, more spending msney. Besides these, 
sogges s that the school is child-orientated and the transitory problems of shyness and nervousness 
• ' 'ul ■uf'cnlaied. From the comments of many at starting work counted but little.



Development of resources to Asia
Role o f adult education  chanf s upon the individual and upon his com-

J  mumty are producing profound disturbances in the

T  traditional social institutions, pattern of aaministra-
HE role of adult education in a country at a tions and social and cultural values. The essential 
certain period of time, depends upon the task of adult education is to help the indiv idual to 

_ aspirations of its people, their values and their adjust to these changes in such a way as will secure 
social and cultural norms. The function of adult an effective synthesis between all that is most 
education is to provide an educational service to the enduring and valuable in the old ways of life and 
people to enable them to achieve what they aspire, the great advantages which modern knowledge and 
It is also the task of adult education to equip people techniques of production and administration can 
with the skill, knowledge and information which brine.”
may help them to solve their problems and move  ̂ , ,
forward towards their goal. Most of the develop- ^riuSS. met- t0 °^V^e]3ated question
ing countries of Asia today desire to improve , .leE a. ,u . education aims at the development o.
rapidly their living standard. They want to bring “ « !nJ vldual or the progress of soeiety In the 
about a rapid change in their economic and social developing countries it seems to me, no such dicho- 
life so that they may have an adequate standard l0™?,1S. Possible. Although, emphasis on the social 
of living aspect is obvious, it is only by developing and using

the individual skills in the context of the needs of 
Adult education in these countries of Asia will the society and by developing harmonious relation- 

have to build its foundations on this basic urge for ship that a people can lift themselves up from 
bringing about a rapid change in social and economic poverty, ignorance and disease. Naturally adult 
pattern of society with a view to increase the tempo education will have to be biased towards "creating 
of development and to catch up with the other social attitudes. That is the reason why in India, 
developed countries. Therefore, adult education in we have named our adult education programme 
these countries will have to furnish the people with “social education.” 
educational experiences so that they may work for
and realise the dynamic society, which is charac- Adult education and human resources 
terised by a high level of living, social cohesion and
democracy. . Jhis does not mean that the development of the

Rapid and profound economic and social changes Jc ^ e, ne^ ec.tecf- Harmonious social
are taking place, as a result of the development of j , ^ nological progress assume the
science and technology. “The impact of these devJ < S ? tofskl l s ,by \ndlvldu?ls- It is difficultF to separate social development from individual
■-------------------------------------------------------------1 development. In fact, the two are like the two

a tt\ t d j c ■ i - i sides of the same medal. However, in the context ofA t/iVLjSCO Regional SciHWCU 'which the problems faced by the developing countries, the
was held in Sydney from January 18 to social aspect is bound to receive emphasis.
February 1 this year discussed the role The success of the programme for social economic
o f Schools and Universities in the deve- development will depend upon the way in which the
lopment o f Adult Education program- nations develop their resources—natural, human,
mes. The Seminar was attended by theirCoh!>rtN«nd w,Se 0them for lye achievei?ent ?f• i , . r ,,  ■ tlieir objectives. Human progress lies in significantly
jorty-six delegates from the various better inter-relationship between man and the
countries in the region besides nine environment in his pursuit for building up his
experts who were invited by the civilization. In the pursuit of this objective, it has
UneSCO to act as Consultants. now been well realised, the human resources are as

important as natural resources if not more. A 
Shri 9 C Dutta thr TTnnnrnw (lenernt country rich in natural resources, inhabited by
c . /  J i h o  JlIZT- f  y  Y enClal people at a lower stage of civilisation is bound toSecietaty OJ the Association who H’<75 remain backward. The United States, prior to the
one o f the Consultants, submitted a coming of the Europeans, is a case in point.
paper posing for the Seminar questions Energetic, educated, dedicated, and forward look ing
pertaining adult education as program- people are likely to achieve higher standards of
mes 10 develop resources in deve- c,v"“a,‘o n 'n sp,!e o f‘ess faTOUraWe
loping countries. This paper is repro- , .“ ‘' I * ,a  significant role to
r h i r p r i  Up v p  Ey^ E *ie . development of the human resources.
auceaneie. Through an intelligently drawn up educational pro-

»—  —--------------------- ------ ---------------------- —— gramme it has to furnish appropriate information,
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Developing man, a poser (or the planner
promote desirable attitudes, and inculcate necessary (2) Is training in democratic citizenship neces- 
behaviour patterns so that the people develop the sary to build democratic society based on moral and 
social qualities necessary for achieving a high socio- spiritual values of freedom, equality and truth ?
economic status. ... T . , „ , .(3) Is literacy essential for engendering a moti- 

It is not enough if a country has a few outstand- vation for development ? 
ing scientists and technologists who can initiate .
desirable changes in the use of the natural resources. mind, answers to these questions are m
What is necessary is that the common citizen must the affirmative. But is there sufficient research to 
learn to aspire for a new civilization and adapt °,a , these answers ? Of course, reports of the 
himself to the changing conditions. An ignorant Colombo Plan like the World Bank do substantiate 
and unresponsive citizenry can hardly make a our point of view, but the planners and administra- 
success of the ambitious schemes of social and tors still fall for short cuts and the adult educators 
economic development. It is in the creating of the have not the advantage of appealing to the people 
spark of enthusiasm and the development of qualities an<̂  *he parliamentarians over the heads of the plan- 
of adjustment that adult education has a big role Pers, because the unfortunate thing about education 
l0 p]ay is that those who need it most feel its lack the

^ c' ‘ least.
Trained man-power needs „  . . . . .  . , . ,r  Democracy is a way of life ; people have to be

A recent communique issued by the Consultative trained to lead a democratic life. For making dcmo- 
Committee of a Colombo Plan said “Lack of cracy successful in the developing countries of the 
educated and trained personnel is impeding economic region, people have to be trained to imbibe democra- 
and social planning in a number of countries of the tic values, otherwise the danger is that the ex-colonial 
region (Colombo Plan countries). ” people may go down towards totalitarian chimera.

, . . , , „ To prevent such a catastrophe, adult education on
Therefore, the indication is clear that for a massjve sca]e js the crying need of this region, 

economic and social development, “educated and 
trained” personnel is needed for, in this area, “the 
general picture is one of specific shortages of Material resources 
educated and trained manpower existing side by . . . , . ,
side with surpluses of unskilled and untrained T Asia is a predominantly agricultural country 

, „ y In most countries of the region, between 60 and 80
wor-.ers. percent of their population is dependent on agricul-

Thus, for the development of human resources, ture ; the national as well as the per capita incomes 
adult education, alone seems to be a way out. But are low. In these countries there are two roads to eco- 
this is a proposition, which elicits a rather cool nomic development; one is to raise the productivity 
response from the planner and the administrator in Gf land and the other is raise the national income by 
a developing country. Their attitude at present, “shifting away from agriculture”. The first alterna- 
wil! be guided by our answer to the question: tive means improving the agricultural pattern of
which will carry us further, a rupee spent on the life and society. The second means a drastic change 
education of a child or a rupee spent on the jn the mode of life and in the structure of society-a 
education of an adult ? And, the phrase “carry us shift from basically agrarian economy towards indus- 
further” too, will have to be interpreted narrowly trialization and urbanisation. But there can be a 
in the economic sense. Can we, the adult educators third road where increased agricultural producti- 
convmce the planner that the rupee spent on adult vity will be combined with increased productivity in 
education will yield immediate and better result ? non-agricultural sector. In developing countries, 

The recent report of the Colombo Plan is con- industrialisation and raising of agricultural produc- 
, incing and it is hoped, will be given due weight by *lon are sme-qua-non of development. To do so we 
the planners of this region, for it has been prepared Jave to utilise the technology built up m the West, 
by economists and not by educators. Nevertheless, Modern technology requires certain levels of scienti­
fic convincing power of adult educators will depend fic ftaming education. It has a ,^dency hange 
on a dear answer to the following questions :- ra.P f y  to. keep up with the rad.dlychanging needs

of the society and advancing knowledge. To keep
Are these skills which must be immediately abreast of the latest scientific and technological 

introduced in a society, if it has to progress econo- knowledge, a continuous replenishment of know- 
nticaii;. 'l ids which cannot brook the delay involved ledge and skill is required. To quote the declara­
nt waiting for the children and youth to come up tion of the Saigon Conference on Adult Educa- 
w’th those skills through regular schools and institu- tion, “The greater the scale and the rate of 
tes ? change made possible by the application of scienti-

(>



The sway of custom, an impediment to development
fic and technological knowledge, the greater the nity programmes. A desire for a better standard 
need for larger number of well-educated individuals of living and a belief that improvement is possible 
in every walk of life in their country.” will make him work for a change.

Large farm units can be raised through co-opera- most important and strategic section of the
tives. For this, an educational programme to make rural population is the farm youth. By nature, 
the cultivator see the efficiency and utility of co- tradition and temperament, he is fitted for the role 
operation will have to be undertaken. °t an agent of change and development. They
tt-j  r youth can be imparted education through rural
Education for coopeiation radio forum, documentary films, mobile schools

In India, we have four types of co-operative : (i) and literature in simple language.
Joint Farming Societies, (ii) Service Co-operatives, Through these media, the rural youth could be 
(iii) Marketing Societies and (iv) Credit Societies. told about the Co-operative, its role and benefits to 
Of these, the last can be said to be fairly organised, rural society and how it can help to make rural life
but the first three, by no stretch of imagination, can better. We could give some example of the success-
be stated to be running on sound lines. There are ful experiment in co-operatives in our own country 
not many co-operatives because the farmer has been and abroad. The rural youth also should be prepar- 
educated and made co-operative-minded. Of those ed for leadership, so that he could use his superior 
who have joined co-operatives many are not able knowledge to bring about change in the attitude of 
to run them competently, because of lack of educa- the people of his area and thus lead them to a better 
tion. and more satisfying life. Training for leadership is

Education in co-operation is the most difficult a^ area which adult education will have to tackle, 
part of adult education in an under developed society “ 11 . to P a  ̂ the role history has cast for it. 
and yet it can be neglected only at the economic peril Training for leadership 
of the society. Paradoxically at present in an under- Training of rural leadershin is a difficult task in 
developed country of South Asia or for that matter d ev e lo p in feo u S s  b e e a S  of the a t i i t ,  for 
any under developed country is subject to absolute quick results and at low costs. In the first place
Z l i tv  AnH ! f  t  lhe^ ° re’ laCklDug m Vndm ' a worthwhile leadership can grow only from a base 
• i-̂ +nd yCt m aaotlieur ?ens®> he is highly 0f population which has enjoyed a level of education
individualist, in as much as he is obtuse to any co- which is equivalent to secondary education. A
peration m the modern sense of the term. Co- secondary school graduate continuing to be an agri-

upderstand it, ,s a new dimension of cuIturist can, when properiy trainedf  act as a leage‘n
economic real ty difficult for him to comprehend and to raise primitive level of agriculture in his com-
over^t^di^wav^of^o^nenitimf ne Wm hlm munity- The trainin^ strategy will consist m feedingover to he ways of co-operation. him with literature and bringing him from time to

Adult education has a great responsibility to time into short training courses and/or orientation 
prepare the peasant to take to co-operation, to intro- courses. At least once in his youth he should be 
duce better methods of agriculture to raise the able to spend a few months in a type of institution 
productivity of land and solve the ever-deteriorating like the Folk High School in Denmark or the Vidya- 
food problem of most of the countries in the region. peeths in Mysore ; institutions which would not only

We have said that an improvement in agricul- §*v? a substantial training in agriculture, but also 
tural production can come about through mechaniza- !ra’n tke y°uth >n the social responsibilities inherent
tion of agriculture and by introducing better in the. task of salvaging agriculture from its present
agricultural practices, like use of fertilisers, better low-yield condition in the developing countries, 
types of manures and seeds, etc. A peasant by This k*n(l °f training of leadership has to be sup- 
nature is conservative. He is not willing to accept plemented by creating an atmosphere of responsive- 
change, he has to be convinced that change is useful, ness *n tke people to stimulation by leadership. How- 
necessary and possible ; through demonstration, ever, attitudes cannct be separated from skills and 
discussion, radio talks, documentaries and persuasive creation of responsiveness will mean imparting of sim- 
methods, he has to be brought round. This means pie skills that fit into modern agricultural techniques 
that educational processes will have to be utilised to a large unmber of people—skills like driving a trac- 
to bring about a change in his attitude, knowledge tor, doing simple repairs to agricultural machinery, 
and action. We have to broaden his mental horizon proper methods of hoeing, etc. Above all, this res ­
and bring him in touch with those who have pro- ponsiveness can be created by sustained work for -.he
gressed because they are willing to break new removal of illiteracy among the peasants, for the 
grounds. The curse of poverty and the vision of a greatest force inhibiting the people from breaking 
prosperous furture should be brought before him away from old methods is undoubtedly illiteracy, 
through participation in group activities and commit- (Continued on page 10)
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Indian Adult Education

Statem ent o f Receipts and Paym ent Accounts for thea&r —‘
r e c e ip t s"

By
Balance as on '-4-62 :

Cash in hand 714.93
State Bank of India 18,987.15 19,702.08

Grants from Various States :
Orissa Government (61-62) 1,COO.00
Assam Government (61-62) 1,000.00
Bihar Government 1,000.00
Maharashtra Government 500.00
Madhya Pradesh Government 1,000.00
Utter Pradesh Government 2,(00.00 6,500.00

Grant for Hindi Journal: (Unesco) 3,555.00
Grant for English Journal : (Unesco) 3,555.00
Grant for Translation Project:

(Unesco National Commission) 2,000.00
Grant for Travelling Exhibition :

(Unesco National Commission) 3,000.00
English Journal:

Subscription 4,375.51
Advertisement 3,402.75 7,778.26

Hindi Journal: Subscription 892.39
Advertisement 856.00 1,748.39

Membership Fees :
Institutional fees 1,817.87
Individual fees 441.00
Associate fees 170.00
Life Membership fee 400.00 2,828.87

Saleof Literature : 4,523.03
Sbafiq Memorial Building:

Grant from Ministry of
Education (Auditorium) 25,000.00
Other Sources (Donations) 2,697.33
Rent 45,000.00 72,697.33

Translation Project : 11,200.00
Staff Provident Fund : 1,077.94
Post Office : (Staff Provident Fund) 1,133.00
Interest : (Staff Provident Fund) 80.92
Interest: (Staff Reserve Fund) 683.00
Radio Forum : (Contribution from Canada) 8,722.20
Electricity : (Water & Light charges received from

Central Board) 250.90
National Seminar : (Delegation Fee) 50.00

inetcenth National Conference : (Delegation fee) 5.00
Condensed Course : 81.00
Imprest Money : (Received from T.V. Project) 100.00
Miscellaneous: 3,034.75

Total: Rs. 1,54,306.67

Sd. (S.C. DUTTA)
Hony. General Secretary
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at the exhibition organised on the occasion of the Okhla Seminar.
Beside him is Shafique Saheb.
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru with Dr. Shrimali at the opening of the Shafique Memorial,
In the background are Shri S.';C. Dutta (behind Shri Nehru) and Shri R. K . Balbir 

(beside Shri Shrimali) who was Executive Secretary of the Association in 1947.



Association, New Delhi.
Period from 1st April, 1962 to 31st March, 1963

PAYM EN TS
T o

Seminar & Conferences : 981.49
Amount Refunded to the Ministry of
Education out of 12th National Seminar : 360.42
Publications: 2,980.31
Office Expenses :

Establishment 20,072.35
Telephone 1,044.12
Printed & Stationery 245.24
Entertainment 555,62
Furniture 133.00
Furniture Repairs 184.99
Conveyance 239.88
Audit fee 750.00
Bank Commission 37.69
Miscellaneous 93.57
Electricity & water Charges 1,312.82 24,669.28

Building Construction: ---------------
Payment to Contractor against bills certified by the 
Architect (including advances & Refund of Security)
S. Partap Singh 34,000.00
S. Atma Singh 1,558.45
Architect 1,000.00

36,558.45
Sanitary instalation 46.57
Postage 36.65
Conveyance 13.77 36,655.44

Building Maintenance: 1,175.48
Security Deposit: 50.00
Condensed Course : 8,067.94
Library Books : 2,161.20
Magazine: 83.42
T.V. Project: 4,910.42
Journal: 6,355.22
Proudh Shiksha : 4,606.53
Staff Reserve Fund : 10,905.00
Post Office : (Staff Provident Fund) 1,256.92
Correspondence Course : 6.75
Workshop on “The Role of Trade Unions in
Workers’ Education” : 4.15
Unesco Hindi Translation : 3,018.04
Translation Project : 5,932.78
Research Project: (Rural Leadership) 6,229.39
Advances: 226.50
Tele Club : 4.60
Travelling Exhibition : 3,413.71
Staff Provident Fund : (Final Payment) 233.38
Loan: (Staff Provident Fund) 800.00
Cash in Hand & with Bankers :

Cash in hand 830.98
State Bank of India 28,387.32 29,218.30

Total: Rs. 1,54,306.67
In  terms of our separate report of even date. —------------

Sd. (V. SAH A I & CO.) 
C h a r te r e d  A c c o u n ta n t s



A programme and organisation for adult education
( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  7 )  However, in most cases the copy has left out some

essentials of the originals. The essence of the exten-
Another stumbling block in the way of develop- sjon movement, for example, is to construct a pipe-

ment m these countries, is the rise in population. jjne from the research centre to the farmer. In many
During the last decade the population has increased Asian countries the research centre is not there or is
at a tremendous rate. _ Unless the population there only as an isolated piece of embellishment,
“explosion’ is checked, it will be difficult for without any functional relationship with the exten-
xood production to keep abreast of it. Unless sjon structure. Similarly, wherever the folk high
a large scale programme of family planning school type of institution has been set up it has been
is undertaken it will be difficult to check this pheno- used more for training job seekers than for training 
menal rate of birth. In some countries religious practising farmers, 
sentiments, and in others lack of kno wledge and
understanding prevents men and women to practise 2. In many Asian countries primary education 
birth control. Therefore, adult education will have is coming up, but secondary education is lame and
to prepare the minds of the people to use birth halting. Confining ourselves to our present topic,
control measures. this means that the total agriculture educational pro­

gramme will have to take in three segments of popu- 
Adult education plan lation, the children who leave primary school, the

youth and the adults. We are concerned here only
Gathering up the various threads of our argu- with the latter two. In the main, though not wholly,

ments we may say that an adult education pro- the youth are better tackled through a folk high
gramme designed to improve the social and econo- school type of institution and the adults through the
mic condition of the vast rural populations of Asia, extension set up. Of course, this in no way of
and for that matte r of other underdeveloped, minimises the urgency of spreading secondary educa-
countries, will have to be built from the following tion in the rural communities, 
elements :—

/ \ sit. • 41. *1 i * i t -  3. Actually there is a need of our types of
d e a d lS S S m ^ 'jo  a ? e W  that Sew w a T a re  training-cum-educational programmes. There are,ueadenmg lateJism to a benet that new ways are grstly the programmes aimed at a change in the
needed and are worthy of pursuit and endeavour. attituyde cf the people and making them awfre of new

(b) Imparting vocational skills, other than agri- ways to replace the old ways. Radio broadcasts and
culture, so as to reduce the enormous burden of publicity in gatherings of the people at festivals, etc.,
population of land. serve this purpose. S e c o n d ly  the people need to be

(c) Generating a co-operative outlook and co- taught some simple skills, such as sowing, hoeing,
operative skills and building co-operative institutions, (lse an^ cf,ie °^ sim.P e machineiy, etc. This is best
which will enabale them to bypass the evils of frag- done thf, extension workers, working with youth
mentation of holdings and enable them to utilize groups and adult farmers groups, by arranging
mnrlpvn ir>rlinlntrv methods and results demonstrations. The Badge

, ' . . .  . . movement in the United Kingdom has been widely
(d) Educate rural families for family planning used in imparting simple skills to youth and award-

practices. jng them badges for proficiency in the skills and it
(e) Improve the agricultural practices. deserves to be adopted widelv in other countries
It would be desirable for the Seminar to elaborate J hirdly>there sho“ ,d be cm!rse tof IonSer duration

on these points, but as illustration of the approaches ôrTm?re pompi ehensive education in agriculture,
and patterns of work which hold promise of a better In India, thousands of men have been brought in
life for rural Asian peoples, we should say a few one to tibr®e. pa^s f rarr? .^hayak (Village leaders’)
words on the fifth element mentioned above, namely, camps, but informed opinion is veering round to the
adult education meant to improve the agricultural view that these short duration camps mise: the
practices. Here, too, we can only touch upon the objectives. I  think residential institutions of the
more salient features of this education. high school type should best serve the purpose.

T h ese  in stitu tio n s  m u st have courses of varying
1. The two most successful movements in the length from a few weeks to a few months in which

world in the education of adult agriculturists have youth will come together for a more sustained and
been the extension movement in U.S.A. and the Folk comprehensive study of agriculture and rural life.
High Schools in Denmark. The Asian countries Primarily, these institutions will be aimed at youth,
cannot but adopt them in their forward march to- but short sessions with adult farmers can also be
'■ ai os a better agriculture. In the form of commu- organised. A good example of such an institution
nuy development, the Asian countries in fact have in "Asia is the Sivargudda Vidyapeeth in Mysore,
•rie<1 °  ,nstal sucn institutions amidst themselves, where a Danish team is working at the Vidyapeeth
10



Schools and Universities in developing countries
to evolve a programme of adult education for far- To implement this plan, we have to make use
mers in the area served by the Vidyapeeth. F o u r th ly ,  of all our resources. A ll educational agencies, in 
there will be some youth whose appetite for more existence or likely to come up should be utilised, 
education will not be satisfied by these institutions Our approach also needs to be adjusted to the availa- 
and who can benefit from a more advanced and ble resources. Formal school should be used and 
even academic type of studv in some one or the its resources harnessed for the objective of adult 
other aspect of agriculture. The regular schools and education. Similarly, colleges and universities should 
colleges in the various countries should have elastic be persuaded to play their part for a job which must 
rules of admission so as to accommodate such be done well if  learning and knowledge are going

to have a meaning in a society which is emerging to
_ , , , . its fullness.

4 . It has been the experience of adult education
workers in various spheres that social organisations Centres o f social action 
must go hand-in-hand with technical and adult , , , , ,  , , . ,  . . .  , ,,
education, if  the latter is to succeed in its objectives. The school should not only guide and direct 11 
The rural adult education worker, therefore, must physical, mental, social and emotional growth o 
worfc l?o raise youth groups, farmers associations, boys and girls but also improve the quality of corn- 
co-operatives, radio forums, association of women munity life. It should concern itself with the happi 
and to impart the people the necessary skills in run- n.ess welfare and success of the people, their recrea- 
ning such groups. Invariably he has to work with tion and amusement their health and occupat onal
these groups and an education which will help these success The school, thus sho^d become a positive
groups to run themselves will not only alleviate the agent of social progress. This means that the school 
load of his own work but will also help him to carry will have to adjust its programmes and procedures
his technical educational effort much further than he t0  the ne<~ds the pupils, and to the cultures of the 

L a in  Uar^ri communities it serves. The curriculum will have tocould do single-handed. be Xq  the community culture. The life activi-
ties of the community must finish the basis of 

Work among women educational programme in the school.
5. Lastly, we must devote our attention to the For the school to become a centre for community

education of women, for they are the last bastion activity, teachers must be trained properly as social
of backwardness and the vanguard of change educators. They must be provided with many and
and I  can do no better than to quote our Prime varjeci opportunities in their pre-service and in- 
Minister Nehru, “ In order to awaken the people, it servjce training to have vital and significent experi- 
is the women who have to be awakened. Once they ence which w out o f .
are on the move, the household moves, the village °  , . „ „  , r r u
moves and the whole country moves” . It is for (0 t^e needs, mteiests and capacities of children,
these reasons, that adult education movement in (ii) community problems, issues and resources
India is emphasising education of the adult women and
as an important plank for accelerating social and /jjj) jhe broad areas of living in society.
economic development. In  India, we have tried to h k  become schools of social
organise condensed courses for women to prepare Thus’ dthe schools can become schools o social
them for taking up development work in rural areas, action, meeting the needs of childien, serving the
We have set up craft classes where women are taught home, building health, fostering wlo esome recrea-
tailoring, knitting and embroidery work, so that tion, recognising civic needs, stimulating creative
they could supplement the meagre income of the fctivites, encouraging vocational interests and deve-
family. We have also organised recreational and loping vocational skills andco-opeiating .ith othei
cultural programmes, so that education in spiritual community service agencies, life in the community
values could be imparted. Traditional devotional will achieve a sign,ficence and utility Then the
songs like Kirtan and Bhajans are sung at these school will become an instrument of development

S S ir  ta r  s r s  3 3beingS set up where modern practices of health and enable the present ones to b bettei citizei . 
hygiene are taught. Family planning demonstrations Other educational institutions which can help 
are also °iven. °The task is difficult and the challnege mass education are thecolleges and universities. In
great, but in facing this challenge lies the thrill of the developing countries of this region, universities
adult’education in these developing countries. and colleges, by and large, have not so far paid any
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Training, research, action for social progress
attention to adult education work. But a stage has courses and correspondence courses, 
come when the universities in order to pursue their Universities can take up research on problems 
objectives unhindered and in academic freedom, which hold back the progress of agriculture-techni-
must come down from their ivory tower of “objective cal probiems such as so;i analysis, diversified
pursuit of knowledge and help in the movement farming, physiology of plants, etc., and on organi-
of adult education. sational problems such as factors of success of

The Universities must make a contribution to cooperatives. The results of research should be
the promotion of adult education for another very conveyed to the cultivators in easy-to-understand
vital reason. Democracy is essential to enable the language. The universities can set up advisory
university to pursue unfettered, knowledge, research Bureaux to assist and advise farmers, co-operative
and thinking, and the democratic way of life can be workers and extension officials, 
lived only by enlightened people, because it demands Lastly, universities can serve as a lever of com­
an active, intelligent, independent, self-reliant and rnunity activity and social progress. They can 
trained co-operation from each and every member of stimulate educational activities amongst communi- 
the community. It is in this context that we regard ties around them, improve their health and sani- 
the University to make a positive contribution to tation, organise recreation and leisure, develop 
adult education. co-operatives and inclucate fin them the love for

There is a dearth of suitable personnel to conduct co-operative living and community action. Univer- 
adult education work. Universities can train such sities, then will be socially useful and deserve 
workers. In India, rural institutes are attempting the community support.
to train development workers for rural areas. Which Gf these aspects of work will suit a parti-

Universities can help the adult education cular university in a particular community, needs 
movement by sharing their experiences and know- to be discussed at the Seminar. However, it can- 
ledge with many unfortunately less educated people not be insisted too strongly that the aloofness of 
who are not in a position to go through the mill a university from the problems which are holding 
of a formal college education. They can organise back the progress of a community is something 
extension lectures, short-time courses, periodical indefensible in the modern age.
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I Your troubles away ^

; jS g l iS M J  M  E  G  H  Slated R oll-U p Black B oards w hich are specially |
|  K & pjpfiR  m anufactured  to  cater fo r the  needs o f those  who have to  m ove I
f from  place to  place and  repeat the sam e m atte r over an d  over again. |

' I P p H i  They are  know n fo r their portab ility , quality  handiness, any- 1
where hangability , w ritability  w ith chalk  readab ility  from  any angle 1 

K g S W  an d  erasability  w ith duster.

They a re  blessed by em inent education ists a t hom e and  a b ro a d  |  
1 School and  are  recom m ended fo r use in  Schools an d  Colleges by |
I repu ted  H ead M asters an d  Principals

saj
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" d̂JSjBafc, For particulars, please contact : |

: #//* .% MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Pvt.) LTD, |
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BAR A M  A TI (Poona) IN D IA . I
5
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A Report from  Helmuth Dolff, Deutscher Volkshochsehul-Verband, Bonn.

Training of Adult Educators from developing 
countries: an experiment in

i medium leading personnel who

international collaboration i t  S S s t f t J S
as a result of confrontation with 
modern developments in the more

// A C T  more and talk less ’ countries concerned during a advanced countries. A  guarantee 
- t x .  should certainly be the four weeks seminar in Germany, given by the nominating autho- 

maxim in adult education The second stage provide funda- j-jties (official or private) for a 
work but a new project which mental training courses m the stabie occupation in correspond- 
can be the beginning of a new developing countries itself and jng functjons jn adult education 
stage of partnership with the will take several months, or was one ^  conditions which 
adult education movements in perhaps if necessary longer, tbe appijcants had to fulfil. An- 
developing countries, would in- These courses aie intended to 0tber very important condition 
terest many, especially in train the basic cadres tor all the was tjiat we bad gjve up a jot 
Africa. This is the project different aspeets of adult educa- oP j(jeas about some organiza- 
established by the Deutscher tion work which will be prepared tional aspects of our own adult 
Volkshechochul-Verband (Ger- and carried out by our own quail- education system in the Fedrel 
man Adult Education Associa- fied tutors together with the native Republic. In developing coun- 
tion) and the Ministerium fur teaching staff. Finally, the third -trjes adult education cannot 
wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit part will be one-year-seminar normally be coordinated with a 
(Ministry of Economic Coopera- (one year as a minimum) for the broad school system, there is not 
tion). so-called medium leading per- aiwayS an efficient administration

From 1 April 1963 to March sonnei  ft'0™ ^  first one or constitution on which it could
1964 nineteen African adult started in April 1963. be built as it is natural for us.
educators received in the Federal These long term-courses with Adult education comprises even 
Republic of Germany a special participants having already prac- fields still existing in our country 
trainins in methods, didactics tical experiences in their home- as a problem but not to be 
and orsanization of modern countries, should be arranged in solved by the Folk High Schools, 
adult education. The semi- Germany. We do not under- We had therefore to choose care- 
nar, held in our Residential estimate the difficulties arising fully what we should offer to our 
College, based its work on the from the long absence of the scholars in a few months, so 
experiences sained in courses scholars from their daily work that all that they had learned 
arranged in conjunction with the at home. The results can be could be useful and adaptable to 
‘‘Deutsche Stiftung fur Entwick- negative for the persons as well the further evolution in their own 
lungslander” (German Founda- as for the work if  the applicants countries.
tion for Developing Countries), position is not stable. The preparations took more
in training courses in developing p , irnnc<1 - f  cem inar ^ an a yeaF- ^ ie director °f
countries, with scholarships and 1 m  &euini«u seminar visited those countries
similar projects from inter- What are the thoughts be- himself from which we invited 
national agencies, particularly the bind the seminar’s overall participants to the first seminar. 
UN ESCO . Starting on these pian ? First of all, it was We knew personally the media- 
experiences we found it appro- quiet certain that there is no tors selecting the applicants as 
priate to establish a system of sense, nor is it necessary to vYe haye had close coopeia- 
three stages, which would prove discuss basic problems or the t!on them ioi a long
successful and justify the efforts. need for adult education with time. It happened, therefore,

participants from developing that often, and !oi good rca.ons, 
Three stage program m e countries Needs are immense the risk of an anonymous choice

This three stage plan tagins T d  ™  talk abont tiem Teore- of partreipants ' diminished,
with a general information and tically may be very popular but, In collaboration with the mccia-
introduction given by the Ger- unfortunately, a waste of time, tors and the German EmbasMcs
man Foundation for Developing We presumed that the most m .se cc, l\  gro.l?p °
Countries to leading politicians urgent needs in the coming diates who were well qualified so
and administrative officers of the institutions and associations of ( C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  14 )
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( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2) the students who have com- practical experience) the average
_. , .v 0  ... pleted the initial course once was 29f years.

a week for discussions and The progress ofthe seminar
on the form provided and a study sessions on subjects of included?
® reTPhor at he end ° f-,iea?  interest to the students, basedcourse. These reports will be on what they have read< 4 month language-course at

0t^ e BeaSUl? reP!|e' These sessions should supple- a Goethe-Institute
evaluation. Supervisors 6from m,ent the simultaneous social 51 month training-course at
the League will L t  th? schools C° Ilege
regularly to see that they are should be at least intermediate * ™onth at ®erli“ fwith ^
running smoothly and elfectively, 1 1 German Foundation for
to check their attendance and ve ' Developing Countries
progress registers, to help solve C. Expanded social education 2 month practical work in 
problems, and to as ist in any way programme. Simultaneously different adult education
possible. After the primer stage, with the literacy classes, a institutions,
supervisors will supply the class social education syllabus will German was the working
with circulating libraries of books help to give the new tool of language but in groups English
for new literates. literacy practical meaning, and French was used if it seemed
.p .» These sessions, however, must necessary.
Follow-up not be restricted to literacy The curriculum of the 5£

This is one of the most students, but all workers month training period included
important steps in adult educa- should be urged to attend, the following subjects :
tion—to maintain the student’s Again, the Bengal Social History of Adult Education
interest in reading and in learn- Service League will train the Didactic and Methods
ing, to see that they do not teachers. Trainees must have Use of audio-visual aids
lapse back into illiteracy and at least an intermediate level Programme planning
that they have the right kinds of education. These teachers, Organization and administra-
of books and materials to read. also, will make regular tion
We suggest the following monthly reports to the Com- Sociology and social politics
steps : mittee concerning their weekly Introduction to economics
A. An area library. There must class sessions. The purpose Citizenship education

be interesting, attractive of these classes is ‘education Youth and Co-operative work
books on subjects of interest for the whole man”—to The practical work took place
to the students readily availa- create better citizens, better in those institutions, which were
ble. It is not possible to homemakers, and better em- willing to take over later on a
develop a proper library for ployees and labour unionists, kind of sponsorship, which
each class but certainly for The social education teacher guarantees a lasting and indivi-
each factory there should be should make recommenda- dual contact as well as a
a library room with a growing tions to the librarian and the continuation of cooperation,
collection of good books and Committee concerning sug- Depending on the variety and
periodicals (including at least gested books and periodicals different character of the adult
one newspaper), sufficient f° r purchase. education institutions in Germany
space for reading, regular ------------------  rea partnership can arise.
and convenient library hours, ( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 3 ) The seminar was an experi-
and a librarian. The library „ , ., . ment for us. It seemed to be
must serve the entire number âr as their education and their better not to start something 
of employees, not just the present positions were concerned, absolutely new, but to organize
literacy students, and should For pedagogical reasons and the seminar as a logical part of
be open during workers’ free bejp in forming groups as well ?ur °wn work, included and put
time, at least 10 hours weekly. as facilitate the readaption we relation to the whole adult
If  there are two factories invited two or three participants education system in our country 
next to each other, it may be from each Df the following coun- and under . the same roofr with 
possible to establish a tries • ivory Coast, Ghana, ot,ier typical forms of our 
library on neutral ground Congo/Leopoldville, Liberia, educational institutions, 
for the use of employees Nigeria, Madagascar, Tanganyika It would be too early to ask 
f ront both factories. I  he and Togo. Two Sudanese stipen- for results. Really good adult 
library should be started diaries, having started their education is a thing like politics: 
simultaneously with the studies four months earlier joined act today for tomorrow. We 
literacy classes. them as seminar-assistants, hope, that this seminar will be a

B. Reading Club. The librarian Corresponding to the necessary good beginning for a long and 
should continue to meet with qualifications (education and continuous evolution.
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AIIUILT EDUCATION FOR
WORKERS

Pilot Project To Be Launched
on August 15

A pilot project on adult education among industrial workers will be formally launched bv the Indian Adult 
Education Association on August 15, this year at Delhi and Bombay.

The purpose of the pilot project is to provide educational and training facilities to selected croup 
oi workers to develop themselves as resourceful and knowledgeable spokesmen of the working class at 
the grass-root level. 6

The project is designed to provide an understand- with an intellectual grasp of various issues currently 
ing of the working of a parliamentary democracy confronting the working class. The main aim being 
with a view to strengthen the bases of the democratic to develop leadership abilities among a selected group 
institutions of the society evolving in India under of workers initially. If  the experiment succeeds it 
the impact of planning. It will create an awareness is likely the project will be extended to other 
ot factors affecting working class interests in the industrial areas, 
present day society and the role the trade unions
can play in the development of the democratic The above outline was drawn up by the Standing 
society. It is also planned to impart skills for the Committee on Adult Education among industrial
proper utilisation of techniques of mass communi- workers at its meeting on May 25, 1964, at the Shafiq
catlon' Memorial Building,''New Delhi. Shri Kashinath

The training will be oriented to develop oreanisa- ?Ta“?e’ Member Parliament and President, Indian 
tional ability among the trainees and to provide them ,?tlonal Trade Union Congress, presided. Among

others who attended the meeting were Sarvshri
-----  . ------ Bagaram Tulpule, former General Secretary, Hind

Mazdoor Sabha, Bombay, Veerendra Swarup Mathur, 
E d ito r ia l  B o a r d  Director of Education for Asia, International Con-

Dr. M .  S .  M e h ta  federation of Free Trade Unions, Calcutta, and S.C.
S l ir i  M a e a n b h a i  D e s n i  Dutta> Hony. Qeneral Secretary, Indian Adult Edu-

* e sa i cation Association. Sarvshri S. N. Ranade and B.N.
S h r i  J .  C .  M a th u r ,  I .C .S .  Datar could not attend the meeting due to their

Dr. T . A . K o s h y  absence from Delhi.

S h r i  H .P .  S a k s e n a .  The standing Committee was appointed by the
P u b l is h e d  b y  Executive Committee of the Association, with Sliri

In d ia n  A d u l t  E d u c a tio n  A s s o c ia t io n , S. Mathur as Convener, in accordance with the
1 7-B , in d r a p r a s th a  M a rg , N e w  D e lh i  decision of the Silver Jubilee Conference.

A n n u a l S u b s c r ip t io n

R s. 8 . 0 0  : F o re ig n  $ 3 .5 0 .  Committee nominated Shri Bagaram Tulpule
S in g le  C o p y  R e . l.oo as Honorary Director to supervise the implementation

of the project, under the direction of the Standing 
------------------------------- ---  Committee.



N ehru’s Moral Leadership Betd Adult
Education

Tribute By U. S. Educators '
O H R I S.C. Dutta, Hony. _ General Secretary of A s s e m b ly  OBI P a r i s
O  the Association, has received a letter from Mr. b *

Robert A. Luke, Executive Secretary, National The thirteenth Assembly of delegates of World 
Association for Public School Adult Education, Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Pro- 
Washington, on the death of Pandit Nehru. The fession begins in Paris from July 27 to August 10. 
letter says : “Tom McLernon and I  want to express , r . , , _ , .
our sympathy to you over the loss of your great The International Conference on Adult Education
Prime Minister. wil1 be held on AuSust 3 and 4-

“We have, of course, long known and admired The W COTP Adult Education Committee will 
Prime Minister Nehru’s devotion to the cause of meet at the UNESCO  House from August 1 to 4. 
democracy and his eloquent testimony of the res- The Hony. General Secretary of the Association, 
ponsibility of a nation to educate all of its citizens if Shri S. C. Dutta, has been invited to attend the Paris 
it is to strengthen the democratic processes. Needless Conference on Adult Education and the meetings of 
to say, since my visit to India and to tlm Indian the W COTP Adult Education Committee. Shri 
Aduk Education Association, I  have an even increas- Dutta’s plans have not yet been finalised, but if 
ed Regard for Mr. Nehru's great moral leadership in everything goes well, he is likely to leave New Delhi 
the worldwide adult education movement. on July 29.

“ Our thoughts will be with you and our other During his visit to Paris, Shri Dutta plans to 
friends in India during this period of National meet UNESCO officials and have discussions with 
mourning.” them about the World Campaign against illiteracy.

Pilot Project on Literacy Chetsingh for U.K.
The Planning Commission has set up a working The Vice-President of the Association, Shri Ranjit 

group to draw up a proposal for running a few pilot m . Chetsingh, left New Delhi for London on June 25. 
projects on literacy in the remaining period of the He will return on September 24, after visiting Ireland, 
third plan. It is stated these pilot projects will help North England and institutions round about 
in preparing the fourth plan, in which a sizeable London. He will attend the Triennial meeting of 
amount is proposed to be allocated for a massive the Friends’ World Committee of which Shri Chet- 
campaien against illiteracy. singh is a Vice-Chairman. _

The working group had its first meeting recently. Immediately on arrival in London, Shri Chetsingh 
Those who were invited include Sarvshn A .K. Desh- j^ y g  t0 the Royal Ear Hospital, where Shrimati 
pande, Sohan Singh, Dr. T.A . koshy, Saligram chetsingh had been earlier operated upon for her 
Pathik, M.C. Nanavatty, and S.C. Dutta. ear tro“bIe>

Dr. V .K .R .V . Rao, member, Planning Com­
mission, it is learnt, is very keen to start work on r* r  D  H
these projects and is having discussions with the L O H I6 r e iC 0  O il l\6 S lu 6 n tlc U
Education Minister and senior officials of the » i i.  r i  
Ministry. It is expected 22 pilot projects will be / IQ U Il LU U Ld U U U

A  conference on residential adult education will 
„ „  . ,R, , * no p be held by the European Bureau of Adult Education

D r .  M e h f a  ik e f y r r is  I p  U e lr l i  from August 16th-22nd, 1964 at Humleback, Den-
The President of the Association, Dr. Mohan ma,b; . , ., ..

Sinha Mehta, returned to New Delhi on July 4, after Discussions will centre round three themes , 
his visit to West Germany, Switzerland and U. K . (1) Contemporary problems in the field in Scandi-
He left New Delhi on May 24, for Bonn. After a navia, (2) the impact of science on adult education
week’s stay in West Germany, he went to Switzerland and (3) student self-government. Places have been 
and stayed there up to June 15. He later visited reserved for observers fiom Yugoslavia, Czechoslo-
1 ngland and established contacts with Adult Educa- vakia, Hungary, Poland, the USSR, Israel, the
tion institutions and the W. E. A. African countries and North America.
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Continuing Education
Tlie Challenge to Adei!t Education

W E  are living at a time when the need for continu- and responsibility.
ed learning is being more and more accepted. The goals of adult education have been listed as 
We are conscious of the tremendous resources the ability to think effectively, to communicate 

being applied to scientific advance—it has been stated thought precisely, to make relevant judgments and 
that 90 per cent of the scientists the world has to discriminate among values. A  society in which 
known are now living. We are conscious, too, of the pattern of living is largely determined by scienti- 
the immense amount of training that is taking place fic developments for industrial ends has no guarantee 
in the business and administrative worlds—it has that these goals are being approached. Indeed the 
been stated that business in the United States spends major problem of our day is whether we can ensure 
more on education and training in its own plants control over these developments so that we can use 
than is spent on all formal education in the U.S.A. them safely and purposefully, before their dislocating 
We welcome this increase in the field of learning and effect on the human being has proceeded too far. 
training, but realizing that so much of it is motivat- At the moment the threat of mass culture lies 
ed by the spur of military and industrial pressure, ahead—a culture in which man becomes a consumer 
we must be on our guard against the danger of mass produced, like the products he absorbs. It is 
possibly distorting and deforming our culture to in the meeting of this threat that the challenge to 
purely utilitarian ends. adult education lies.

The changing pattern of forces in the world is , , ,  ,
bringing home to us that the strength of nations TJ1 a^iilt education today does not lie,
does not—as was formerly thought—consist in the a.s u . “ j n , J s. gone past, in remedying defi-
size of population, or gross national product, or ciencies of schooling, but it lies in gaining accept-
natural resources, or size of military establish- ance Oi the fact that to survive as a civilized being
ment, or size of colonial territories, but consists Ina!i mustb .e an ac*lv® member of a learning
in the quality of its intellectual resources. As A.N . society. This is a task that the adult educationist
Whitehead has put it, “ the nation that does not ca"not perform alone Nothing short of a real
value trained intelligence is doomed.” nat,onaI con« ™  forr learnin£ 18 required. This
_  . , , , , , , . , means an attitude of government or a basic public
For many of the underdeveloped countries adult policy which assumes that a lifelong process of 

education m the main, means the teaching of literacy. learning is expected of everyone.
But there are various forms of illiteracy and the
so-called developed countries may well be reminded Mr. A.N. Whitehead has expressed the warning, 
of the amount of functional illiteracy still rife in “There stands an inexorable law that apart from 

' important aspects of present day life—lack of some transcendent aim, the civilized life either 
literacy about the economic processes, the financial wallows in pleasure or relapses slowly into a barren 
processes, the international exchange processes; the repetition with waning intensities of feeling.”
lack of literacy about the political processes ; the ---------
lack of literacy about the arts and of the changes E x c e r p te d  f r o m  th e  in tr o d u c t io n  to  th e  1 9 6 1 -6 2  
being wrought by science ; and most important of A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  A u l t d  
all, a lack of sense of personal standards of values E d u c a t io n  in  N e w  Z e a la n d .

Continuing Education on Canadian Television

DU R IN G  1963 tile Thomas National educational television Another outstanding educa- 
More Institute (Montreal) in and radio centre and approxi- tional television series was
conjunction with C FC F-T V  mately thirty National Film arranged through  ̂the co-opera-

sponsored a programme of edu- Board productions were inte- tion of Radio Canada (CBCr)
cational television which had as grated into the overall scheme. and the University of Montreal,
its general title the Liberal Arts. The main purpose of the Liberal In 1961-62 three telecourses were
The programme appeared fo ra Arts as expressed in the Canadian offered experimentally and this
half hour each morning from association for adult education’s number was increased to_ six in
Monday to Friday at 10.30 a.m. newsletter I n t e r im  was to en- 1962-63 with the introduction of
and additional short-term series courage selective television view- P h y s ic a l  a n th r o p o lo g y ,  the N o v e l
were shown on Saturday morning ing which would broaden the in  F r a n c e  and P o l i t ic a l  E c o n o m y .
and Sunday evenings. Most of interest and deepen the cons- These courses complete with
the material used was from the ciousness of those taking part. (Continued on page 4)
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EDUCATIONAL BMiqPAPCASTSNC
A A u d io v isu a l A ids & T each ing  M ethods

was held at Bommako from
18 November to 21 December, A conference to discuss deve- lary and grammar with an audio- 
1963, for the French speaking ^  lopments in audio-visual aids visual course “Voix et images de 
countries of Africa. A  similar . and teaching methods France” which used intensively 
course was held a year ago at ffi modern languages was held for groups of about 15, working 
Kampala, Uganda, for the ,ast January in Leith Academy, six hours a day, five days a week, 
English speaking countries as a Edinburgh. The conference is calculated to give foreign ■, 
follow-up of the Meeting of organized by Edinburgh Corpo- technicians a fluent knowledge of 
Educational Broadcasting" in ration Educational Committee French inside three months, 
tropical Africa (Moshi, Tanga- was attended principally by Among other addresses were 
nyika, September 1961). primary and secondary school “Recent developments in modern

The purpose of the course was teachers. Miss Dorothy Forrester, languages ’ by Mr. Cuningham, 
to train programme personnel Special Assistant Teacher of a talk on the BBC’s approach to 
of radio stations as well as French at Boroughmuir Secondry language broadcasts for schools, 
educators in charge of adult School, gave a lecture demonstra- by Mr. Hugh Johnstone, BBC 
education, in the production, Eon op teaching methods deve- Senior education officer and a 
programming and reception of l°P ed by the French Government description of language labora- 
broadcasts serving adult educa- agency C R E D IF  Centre d’etude tory difficulties given by Dr. 
tion, mainly in rural areas. recherche pour la diffusion W .G.A. Shepherd, Principal
The instructors drew the attention de franquis. The  ̂ C R E D IF  Teacher of modern languages at 
of the participants to the parti- method combines basic vocabu- Leith Academy.
cular techniques of “Farm Radio 77" ” T ~  77T , .  ~T. r)n i
Forums” as applied in Canada C o n tin u in g  E d u ca tio n  o n  C an ad ian  le le v is io n
and in India, and on their pos- " C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3  McMaster. C IB C  Sydney and
sible adaptation to African t^ejr professors were repeats of St. Francois Xavier University
S i d 10™  th S n io d S fn n  regula?courses from the calendar alonS with local organized labour
placed on the production of of the University of Montreal groups produced P e o p le  s  S c h o o l

S o S T n  t h f S ld "  “ a6 ™  Each course contained twenty six a pa'f chour weekly series while
, .° programme lessons and credit CJO N  St. Johns showed D e c k s

S d  students produced regular exer- a w a f h  a . comprehensive sixteen
™  a S  edUd cises which were marked by the wec*  winter series aimed at

2  m productlon aud faculty of the university and sat workers in the commercial fishing
Thp ' . for examinations at the univer- industry. _ Subjects covered m the

j  ,, p • , . e . sity. F r e e  s tu d e n ts  upon payment .â te.r sefies, included “Building
under the Regional Technical 0f 8130 ner course were entitled Modern Fishing Boats and

T b T r m d s  CS K e d ° y m .d T lt <o receive notes, submit exercises “Locating Beds of Fish though 
Jo s s iM e lo in ^ n e  radToIro- a”d f , f»r ^"ninations Upon Echo Sound,ng.
ducer from each of the African cornPIeE °n these students A d u lt F d n o a tin n  in  
countries where French is the re' ei.ved certlficates which Pf°- E d u c a tio n  in
working language, as well as a Vlded *hem W11?  course credits W est G erm an y
few adult educators from some S t e ^ h ^ e S S lt d  infhe rF H E German Federation of
of these countries. However sit aydegree. 1  trade unions has introduced
as one o.. the main purpose of . educational courses in eight
the course was to promote The six courses for 1962-63 cjtjes th ttT. t
closer collaboration and mutual were carried on C B FT  Montreal, cian as a commercial employee”.
understanding between broad- CBO FT Ottawa, C B A FT Technicians, engineers and skilled 
casters and educators, the Nonc on and all private stations workers who ll£fvc assed a final
Department of Education agreed affiliated with the French examination are familiarized 
to co-operate with the Depart- ne wor with basic commercial knowledge
ment ot Mass Communication Among other interesting in the courses which consist of
to increase the number of adult ventures was the co-operation 320 lessons and are the only ones 
educators through Participation between CH C H  Hamilton and of their kind in Germany. 
Programme funds. Thanks to McMaster University which Courses for secretaries are being 
tins collaboration, the 21 produced a telecast course of given in thirteen cities. During 
countries invited sent a total of sixty-three half-hours on music. 1954 the federation organised 
53 par.icjpants, comprising 21 The series was broadcast on 1800 adult education courses and 
rad,° p ro te rs  and 12 spvda- Saturday and Sunday morning these were attended bym ore 
list, of adult education. and was offered for credit by than 48,000 participants



UNESCO NEWS

Pilot Project in Senegal
Field Laboratory for New Techniques of Adult Education

A D U LT  education is a matter consideration of its particular Assessment
of urgency in a society in needs and conditions, of its , ..
rapid transition. The social traditions and customs, of its A °P S slde A e production and 

and political development of physical surroundings and its L l ! f atl° n ° f  educatl°nal pro- 
newly independent states of way of life. f 1 mrnes and materials, a long-
Africa requires the active parti- assessment of the particular
cipation of the adult population Audio-Visual Media methods and techniques will be
in the improvement of condi- For this reason, Unesco has carned out to determine to what 
tions, the acquisition of new decided to establish in Senegal a *jxte, bedP tc? acc.eUrate the 
skills and the process of national pilot project for the production, evelopment of education among
development. New knowledge utilization and evaluation of a ™ raf aa. ad , populations, and
and new attitudes to tradition- broad range of audio-visual j  facilitate adaptation of 
bound concepts of work and media and materials, including e U.c.at,10na techniques to the
society must be disseminated if  in particular educational televi- Part,cuiar needs of a developing 
the emergent nations are to face sion, for adult education. The c°Hnt,U 111 Africa. Evaluation
up to the pressures of existence pilot project, for which a dura- a so e.xa™rae t0 wkat extent
in the modern world. tion of six years is foreseen and J  ProJect strengthens the
Basic Questions which is based on an agreement “ J-eness . of educational

. . . . .  ,. . concluded between the Govern- a PaiS.ns and contubutes to the
Audio-visual media of commu- ment of Senegal and Unesco in completion and improvement of 

nidation, such as television, radio, December 1963 will he WnteH the work of educators. Such 
films, film strips, posters and the at the Centre for Mass Tnforma evaluation should be of value in 
illustrated printed page, offer tion and Education in Dakar. fJ1 ^ “«rtional planning and in 
vast possibilities for intensifying the application of media of com-
the required educational effort. The pilot project will be a munication to educational objec-
But their use is difficult. Experi- field laboratory in the introduc- fives in other developing societies, 
ence in highly developed society tion of effective new methods and At the same time, the project
is indicative of their value but techniques of adult education to will provide opportunities to test 
does not furnish answers to the meet the specific needs of Senegal production equipment and re- 
many questions which must be and to assist efforts for the ceiving facilities of mass commu- 
posed : How effective are these economic, social and cultural nication media under the 
media under African conditions ? development of the country. particular conditions of the West
Is the investment in facilities and j  h . however the African region,production commensurate to the in ine long run, now ever, tne
results obtained ? How may pr°jeCt W1-als0 be demonstrati°n Demonstration Centre 
these media best be linked with Frencff s S  The pi,ot pr°ject win have
more conventional methods of Africa ?he work nf thJ regional significance as a demons-
interpersonal adult education in * ca' , , Y , . the new tration centre for the use of 
order to enhance all-round last- exPerimen al television station, audio-visual techniques for adult 
ing impact? How may televi- which ,s established through the education and qas a trainina
sion programmes be produced in i^ mt ê °mS, • Sen®Sal and centre in the production and 
Africa to meet particular social Unesco will be designed to pro- utiljzation of* audio-visual 
and educational needs ? How can vide guidance on the constructive materials for specialists from 
technical obstacles to the use of use,. 1 |/ast spteading modern Senegal and other African 
these media in Africa best be medium of communication under countries.

sFu ck a s,lack of electricity UCJn con 110ns‘ Unesco, in agreement with the .
lack of skilled personnel, tropical Among the subjects to which Government of Senegal, will seek
conditions, etc.. . the work of the pilot project will the collaboration of other orga-

Only practice in an African be devoted, will be language and nizations of international and 
country can provide answers to literacy teaching, health educa- bilateral assistance to provide 
these and many other questions, tion, professional and vocational additional equipment and per- 
Modern techniques cannot be training, social and agricultural sonnel. The results of this ; 
transferred mechanically from education of the population in laboratory will be made wide!' 
one society into another without rural areas. available,
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Towards Umiweffsal Literacy
PLA N S for an experimental pro- A sum of $ 33 million would counted among the essential areas

gramme in mass literacy which be needed from international for bi-lateral and international
would prepare the way for a sources to finance the first three aid. Countries which are pre-

World Campaign have been un- year phase : $ 8 million each year pared to make serious efforts to
animously approved by the Pro- for the campaigns in selected promote literacy as a direct part
gramme Commission of Unesco’s countries ; § 2 million each year of their development plans should
Executive Board currently meet- to strengthen regional institutes now be able to count, during this
ing in Paris. and training centres ; $ 1 million United Nations Development

each year for Unesco central Decade, not only on aid from
During the first phase of the services. Commenting on sources Unesco, but also on substantial

programme from 1966 to 1968, as of finance, Mr. Maheu said help from the' Expanded Pro-
outlined by Mr. Rene Maheu, “Once literacy figures among the

' Unesco’s Director-General, inten- recognised priorities of national gramme for Technical Assistance 
sive literacy campaigns would be development it should also be and the UN Special Fund.” 
carried out in not more than 
eight countries and in sectors of 
the population where the neces-

exi Jt^°*During the second'phase B O H  C I i a r t C T S  B e C O I B e S  U n i V € r s l t y
1969-1970 the results achieved w t* tv  0 t> n
would be analysed and evaluated. V  IC G 10ll r C S lO f i l l lL
This evaluation would lead to the 
preparation of plans for enlarging
the programme or for a World Q Y R A C U S E  University’s Board lopment Program and the Bureau
Campaign to be presented to the 0  Df Trustees has named two of School Services.
Unesco General Conference at prominent adult educators
the end of 1970. to top administrative posts in the He will also take over staff

University. The board appointed responsibility for the development
The countries in which inten- Dr. Alexander N. Charters, dean and supervision of sponsored

sive campaigns would be launch- of University College, to be a training and scholarship pro-
ed would be selected according to vice-president of the University, grams now administered through
certain criteria : importance of the He will be succeeded a; dean of the Syracuse University Research
measures taken at the national the university’s adult education Institute,
level to eliminate illiteracy and to division by the associate dean
give priority to literacy pro- Dr. Clifford L. Winters, Jr. Dean of University College
grammes in over-all educational since 1952, Charters is a gra-
planning ; economic situation and As vice president, Dr. Char- duate of the University of British 
level of development ; and exis- ters “wji| sive central staff and Columbia and holds a Ph. D. from 
tence of plans and projects link- policy leadership to the expan- the University of Chicago, 
ing literacy to professional and sjon and development of the
technical training and to econo- University’s varied responsibi- He is v>ce president and
mic development plans. The e  , ,  c  .. ■ president-elect of the National
campaigns would be launched in 1. ^  ' iC continuing University Extension Association
organized sectors of the economy education,” the Chancellor Dr. and last November was elected 
where motivations are strongest Tolley said. In discussing Dr. chairman of the board of
S . r f n V p S e S . e ^ r f o !  "  » - * *  W  directors of (he Center for Study
operatives, trade unions, village sai~ the new vice-president will of Liberal Education for Adults, 
councils and community develop- assume responsibilities for all He is a past president of the 
menl services. undergraduate overseas programs Association of University evening

The programme would aim at ^  Italy, Guatemala and France. Colleges. He is also secretary 
integrated use of all available as well as sponsored on-campus of the International Congress of 
resources : national resources programs such as the Army Adult Education. D r Charters
lateral aid. regional mutual assis- Compfrollcniup School, East visited India in 1961, and is a 
tance and international assis- European Language Program, great friend of the Indian Adult

International Management Deve- Education Association.
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Asian South Paeifie Bureau of 
Adult Education

AD U LT  Education has become ences on adult education on the national and international 
a matter of increasing which have also seen the level. But there has been a 
national and international emergence of important Non- weakness. There has been, up 

' concern over recent years. This Governmental Organisations con- to the present, little indica- 
is true everywhere, but parti- cerned with adult education such tion of reasonable regional 
cularly true of countries facing as the International Congress of organisation to bridge the gap 
major social and economic University Adult Education between organisation of adult 
change under the impact of orga- (I.C .U .A .E.) and the Adult education at the national level 
nized national efforts to raise Education Committee of the and organization at the world 
economic production and the World Confederation of Organi- level. The one obvious exception 
general standard of living. After sations of the Teaching Profession is the successful European Bureau 
some years of development efforts (W .C.O.T.P.) while interests of of Adult Education which is 
it is increasingly recognised that residential adult education are playing a significant co-ordinating 
low educational levels among the catered for by more informed role in the regional area of 
adult section of the population international consultation and Europe.
represents one of the most serious cooperation. One of the pleasine results
obstacles to the success of nation- ‘(j>e„:onaj Meetinps ° f  the recent successful UNESCO
al development programmes. ™  f. _ Asian South Pacific regional
Much attention is being paid to . Asia and South Pacific coun- seminar on adult education was 
the improvement and extension tries have not lagged in the work. the determination of the delegates 
of educational services provided In almost all countries of the attending that some machinery 
for children and adolescents but regional area there are, by now, should be created which permit-
the people who will provide well organised educational pro- ted continuing consultation and
leadership and shoulder responsi- grammes tor adults, and go- cooperation within the regional 
bility at village, regional and vemments have recognised the area in between regional con- 
national levels in these countries importance of adult education ferences such as Saigon and 
for the next thirty years are through reasonably generous sup- Sydney seminars. The result was 
already adults. These countries port, both financial and material. +he formation of iho Acion- 
cannot wait for the schools to The work of the UN ESCO  World South Pacific Bureau of Xdult 
turn out the next generation of Conference on Adult Education Education 
better educated children, the was followed up in this regional p ‘ ‘ ‘
needs are too urgent. The need area by a regional Asian-South Elan for future 
for educational services for adults Pacific Seminar on Adult Edu- It was agreed that the new 
are recognised and adult educa- cation sponsored by the go- Bureau should establish a clearing 
tion is seen as an integral part of vernment of South Vietnam house for adult education in 
the overall educational system— in 1962. In 1964, plans and the general area; should pub- 
one of the most important sec- discussions were taken a step lish a quarterly newsletter 
tions in the light of today’s pro- further when a second Asian- on adult education and, if  
blems and educational needs. South Pacific regional seminar possible should publish a re-

. _ on adult education was held at gional journal on adult educa-
Montreal Conference the University of Sydney, tion (twice a year at first); should

The increase in interest in Australia, in January 1964,—this maintain liaison with UNESCO  
adult education throughout the seminar giving specific attention and International Non-Govern- 
world is reflected at the inter- to the role of “Universities and mental Organisations such as 
national level in the significance Schools in Adult Education.” A  W .C.O.T.P. and I.C .U .A .E. and 
of the report which emerged from third regional seminar is being should cooperate in regional plans 
the U N ESCO  World Conference planned for 1966 to deal with for conferences and seminars and 
on Adult Education held in Literacy and Post-Literacy Work programmes of adult education 
Montreal in 1960, in the estab- in Adult Education and which, embracing two or more countries 
lishment of the U N ESCO  Inter- it is expected, will be held in in the regional area, and, in 
national Committee for the India. general, should act as a link
Advancement of Adult Education „ between adult educators and
and the U N ESCO  International Regional Bureau adult education institutions in the
Committee on Adult Literacy, As has been pointed out, regional area. The executive
and in the series of specialised adult education on the whole is committee has also undertaken
regional and international confer- by now reasonably well organised C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  10
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A D U LT EDUCATION EM IN D IA :
I  spent from mid-February until mid-April in India, “  “  “

visiting Delhi, Patna, Calcutta, Jaipur, Bombay, w. E. Styler, Director of Adult Education,
Bangalore, Mysore and Poona The purpose of my University of Hull, visited India on behalf of 

visit was to survey Indian adult education for the . . . .
British Workers’ Educational Association, which t^e British Workers Educational Association
sponsored my visit. The W. E. A. hope that as a from February to April and attended the Silver
result it will be possible to develop more intimate Jubilee Conference of the Association. Prof, 
co-operative relations with Indian adult education, . . .  ... . ,
especially with the Indian Adult Education Asso- Styler subsequently visited many Cities in the
ciation. In fact quite insufficient is known in Britain country and has sent us a report of his
about Indian adult education, far less than about impressions,
adult education in Africa, in which various British
aduU education bodies have been active and with has had a good deal of inter-
which they have, as a consequence, close links. J b

From a British point of view adult education ”ational «P«ience in adult education, mclud- 
means all forms of organized adult education activity ing a period as a Unesco export in the Sudan,
provided for adults. Therefore it includes Social as an adviser to the University of Hong Kong,
Education, Workers Education, and University Ex- and jn promotion of interchange between 
tension. As I travelled round India, therefore, Tt •» j
I  sought out people engaged in these different fields, Britain and the United States.
discussed their work and, where possible, saw s o m e ______________ _______________ ______ _____
of the activities they were engaged in promoting.
I  also attended the extremely interesting Silver any substantial resources should be devoted to adult 
Jubilee Conference of the Indian Adult Education education. The trouble with this point of view is 
Association. As a result of my travels and the discus- that ideas on what is adequate provision for the 
sions in which I took part or to which, I  listened I young are always changing in the direction of believ- 
formed a number of tentative conclusions. Although I  ing that more and better is desirable, with the result 
realise that two months is a short period to spend in that an attempt to secure a major expansion of adult 
a country the size of India (I had made a brief visit education is never made, 
in 1962 as well) and that, although I  travelled widely,
there was far more that I did not see than I  did, I  am The second conclusion is that India is too pre­
putting these forward in the hope that they will occupied in its thinking with the problem of 
provoke thought and discussion. Fortunately even illiteracy. I  am not saying that all that is possible 
the mistakes I  make, if there are any, will not be a should not be done to reduce illiteracy through the 
serious disadvantage in this respect. provision of literacy classes for adults. There is a

tendency, however, to believe with Dr. V .K .R .V . 
Problem of Illiteracy Rao, in the words he used at the Silver Jubilee

I  am sure the first conclusion I state will not be Conference, that only when the illiteracy problem is 
unwelcome to Indians interested in or engaged in solved can adult education begin. The fact is that, 
adult education. It is that there is far more according to the statistical evidence, the twenty- 
activity in adult education in India than is generally three per cent of literate people in India number 
believed in Britain to be the case. I  would go so far over one hundred million people. Even if the 
as to say that adult education is taken more seriously literacy of many of them is too weak to be really 
at the highest level in politics and administration in useful there are still tens of millions who could 
India than it is in Britain. This is partly a result benefit from adult education of the cultural, social
of Indian conditions, in which it is realised that and political kind which has been developed in the
adult education can play a big part in general edu- Western European countries, North America, the 
calional advance. It is even possible that some West Indies, Australia and New Zealand and various
people expect too much from adult education in African countries. The list should be looked at with
Indie, for example in the solution of the illiteracy care since I  want to emphasise that this type of 
problem. Probably the only certain way of achieving adult education is not confined to western nations; 
universal literacy is to work towards the goal of it has for long been an important part of educational 
seeing that all children are in school and a massive provision in Ghana, Nigeria, Uganda, Kenya and 

■ : of literacy classes for adults as a short term the West Indies, and helped those countries a great
solutionis only a figment of the imagination. In deal in laying the foundations upon which their 
Britain the tendency is to think too strongly in the independence was gained. In In d ia ‘adult education 

O' 'site direction, to believe that adequate provision for the educated’ consists of university extension, the 
must be made for the education of the young before work of a few voluntary organisations like the
fto



1

i&m educator?  impsiission
Bombay Adult Education Association, and the education audiences, In addition the human sciences, 
Vidyapeeth in Mysore. A ll these activities are economics, sociology and industrial relations, require 
successful and the chief criticism which might be direct contacts with different social groups if they 
directed against them is that they are not provided are to be properly studied and adult education offers 
systematically enough throughout the whole of India, a useful way of making them.
The work of the Extra-Mural Board of Poona Uni- 

*■ versity and that of the Publications and Extension Workers’ Educations
Lectures Department of the University of Mysore The third conclusion I reached is that the Wor- 
show the results a university can produce if  it takes kers’ Education Scheme is a remarkable achievement 
adult education seriously and sets up a special in the five years since it was started. In its educa- 
department to promote it. An expansion of work of tion officers I  found a group of professional adult 
this kind all over India would have a most beneficial education workers comparable to those I  have 
effect on the country’s intellectual life. The publi- known in a number of other countries. It is extreme-

J cations of the University of Mysore and Poona, ly interesting and impressive that they devote much
r' arising from their adult education work, are in time, in their training, to the study of the history

themselves of great value, and might well be imitated and techniques of workers’ education. I  also thought 
by universities in other parts of the world. The that the worker-teachers I  saw at work were perform- 
Vidyapeeth are a striking achievement, representing, ing with considerable skill and enthusiasm. I recog­
as they do, a combination of the model of Danish nise the disadvantages of the scheme, the frequently 
Folk High School and the Indian tradition of adverse effects of inter-union rivalries and the 
G u r u k u a ls h r a m . The work done by these institutions, limitations imposed on the syllabtis because the 
however, is confined to two states and nothing on scheme is a government creation, but I think that if 
the same scale exists elsewhere. Most universities it is supplemented by a greater degree of voluntary 
who have engaged in adult education have done so activity it will have powerful and beneficial effects on 
only to a limited extent. A  notable new develop- an important section of India’s population, 
ment should occur in Rajasthan, where the univer- XT 
sity has now established a Department of Adult INecds of Urban Areas
Education. The other universities, however, in so My fourth conclusion is that Indian pre-occupa* 
far as they do anything at all, depend on what is Bon with the village goes so far that it causes a 
virtually voluntary teaching from their lecturers and rather unbalanced general attitude. I  know about 
voluntary organizing work from members of their the importance of agriculture in the Indian economy 
staffs. and the acute social problems of the Indian country-

Wh.en I was in Patna and elsewhere, and had an side- Cityand town Populations, however, are of 
opportunity of explaining the full significance of yej:y great imPortance from a political point of view, 
adult education as an activity from which adults of “  is ln tbe large urban areas, in fact, that masses of 
all categories, irrespective of the education they had PeoPle are found, that ideas and movements are 
received when young, could benefit, the idea seemed Senerated, and that the literate and educated are 
to be received with enthusiasm. As one person a ma|nly concentrated. A  democracy always needs to 
member of a State Legislature said, ‘I  had never the needs of its urban population if it is to
thought of adult education in that way before but • effective and successful. Unrest and dissatisfac- 
had always thought of it as education for illiterates B °n amonE the literate and educated town dwellers 
or people similarly educationally underprivileged’ 1S always a source of instability in the state. In 
I  felt myself that, although a foreigner I  could easily some. countnes> m fact, revolutions occur because of 
have organized a few classes in the ’ way in which condltlons the town, while the countryside pro- 
they are organized in Britain. For universities ceeds PlacidIy in its traditional ways. I  believe that 
participation in adult education is a two way process- to7 n dwellers in India have great social, political and 
they not only give but also receive. Adult education cuItural needs in relation to adult education which 
presents novel teaching situations in which univer- are not at present being satisfied. It is in the cities 
sity teachers are compelled to look at their subjects towns that adult educatio-n provision of the kind 
from a different point of view. It also offers an l  ,.ave been indicating could best be established. I  
opportunity for establishing new subjects- for P?1:ieve good programmes of classes on economics, 
example the development of economic historv in ,hlstory’ geography, sociology, the sciences, art and 
Britain was greatly influenced bv the experience of Il,terature c° aId be estab fished in them These
R.H . Tawney as the first and greatest of W E A classes, wouId helP> as welI>t0 solve the problem of 
tutors. In my own university, Hull, some subjects urbaa leisure, which tends to be as serious in over- 
which have subsequently been included in the univer- crowded Asian cities as it is the cities of the W est, 
sity curriculum, such as the History of Art and the where the cllief danger is its commercial exploitation. 
History of Latin America were first taught to adult ( C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  1 0 )
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Adult Education flia India
( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  9 )

For many in India, as in other cities of Asia, the years it has existed have been most commendable, 
home offers insufficient space for family leisure and but it is a tiny organization with resources that are 
adult education classes give an opportunity for much too limited in a country of India’s immense 
constructive activity not possible elsewhere. If  the size. I  should say that nothing could bring more 
organizing effort and resources were made available benefit to Indian adult education than an expansion 
for urban adult education on a much larger scale I  of its activities and influence. Every organization 
am sure the rewards would be immediate and most engaged in adult education, including the univer- 
heartening. sities, should feel obliged to belong to it. I  think

the Association should work to secure a conception 
Lack of Communication of adult education as a total service, of which social

education, workers’ education, university extension, 
Finally I  formed the conclusion that Indian adult voluntary activity and the work of Central and State 

education suffers from a lack of communication. I  governments are all parts. At present Indian adult 
found frequently that I  was able to tell Indians education is too compartmentalized and communica- 
about things I had learnt during my travels which tion across the boundaries of the compartments is 
they did not know or on which their information poor, sometimes, indeed, non-existent. The spread 
was weak. As far as 1 know the only body which of information might result in the best, which is 
exists to disseminate information on a national scale localized in states like Mysore and cities like 
about adult education is the Indian Adult Education Bombay, becoming general. In  this way progress 
Association. Its work and persistence during the lies.

Asian South Pacific Bureau of 
Adult Education

( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  7)

the first step towards the com- E x e c u t i v e  M e m b e r s  and Technological University,
pilation and publication of a  ̂ Tokyo, Japan
roster of people concerned pro- AnS ^ ee ^a'1
fessionally and full-time in adult Director, Adult Education A. Vizconde
education work in Asia and the Board, Canning Rise, Singa- Assistant Chief Division of
bouth Pacific. • pore, Malaysia Adult and Community Educa-

R„ Gibson tion, Department of Educa-
Officers elected were: ° " tion, Manila, Philippine

C h a ir m a n  Director of Education, Saipan, xhe Asian-South Pacific
Manana Islands Bureau of Adult Education has

S.C. Dutta I  ypj jjygjjgg been born. It makes no pre-
Hon. Gen. Secretary, Indian ' D lW tnr nM M rW nt F y tentiems or grandiose claims. But
Adnii- Fduratinn AcsoHatinn Director, Department of Ex- if  its present resources are
New D e l h i 1 AiSociatlon> tramural Studies, University modest, it has within itself the

of Hongkong, Hong Kong potentialities for growth and
u  c , TJ Kvaw Khin development. It could well play,
H o n .  S e c r e t a r y  U Kyaw Khin in the future, a significant and
A  S.M. Hely Assistant Registrar, Rangoon fruitful role as a co-ordinating

University, Rangoon, Burma and consultative institution with- 
Ducctor of Adult Education, in the framework of adult t
i he University of Adelaide, Senchi Gkamura education in Asia and the South
S ,/ ., Australia Professor, Tokyo Agricultural Pacific.
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INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
— A  di I  w a  I y  a  I  I © n

F IR ST , I  am greatly impressed objectives, can bring about joint Tir Wilmpr Rd l th e  
by the Indian Adult Educa- planning and action far more D i f  ’Qf g f  ^  E d u c a t io n ,
tion Association: its philoso- easily than some official B a l t im o r e  C i t y  P u b lic  S c h o o l.

phy, leadership vision, goals and agency. . . H e  a t t e n d e d  th e  S i lv e r  J u b ile e
operations. Other national adult . Second, there is evident C o n fe r e n c e  o f  th e  In d ia n  A d u lt
education associations maybe immediate need for a full-time E d u c a t io n  A s s o c ia t io n  h e ld  in
superior in one or another of administrator. The potential is N  D  . . .  ,  M a r c h  1 to  7 
those factors, but none of which too great and the demands too ]Q64 J ,  ] f  f  fJ W o r ld  
la m  aware surpasses the Indian urgent to tolerate casual opera- C o n fe d e r a t io n  o f  O r g a n i-
Adult Education Association m tion. However, recognizing s a t io n s  o f  th e  T e a c h in g  P ro -
totality. fully that finding a properly f e s s io n

Considering India’s over- qualified administrator may be -A-------- :--------------------------------
whelming educational needs, with difficult, this is not to suggest _ - , ' ,
particular emphasis upon the Mr. Dutta for that position. His fact°rs of the future have a way 
immediate possible benefits from best contribution, I  believe, will of rendering them inappropriate, 
education of the adult popula- continue to be made as a Rather, a statement of alterna­
tion, and reviewing the limited volunteer. His recognized dedica- *!ve ones of procedure, alterna- 
available resources by which such tion, sound philosophy, realistic tive problems to attack and altei- 
needs can be met and such values action and influential leadership native goals topursue may pro- 
realized, the Indian Adult Educa- might well be masked or restrict- Vldfj? 0th desirable forethought 
tion Association seems currently ed were he to assume the role of and the necessary flexibility.  ̂
to be performing an essential an employee of the Association. . a" IN , 1S “A  cr*a!lv,e
function for which no other Failing to find a well qualified function of the Indian Adult 
organization, agency or institu- person, an alternative might be Education Association as a 
tion appears to be showing either to select someone with latent catalytic agency should be safe- 
interest or competence. If  it qualifications and arrange for guarded. It shoind be protected 
served merely as a means by him to serve as an intern with an *rom the temptation to become 
which the various constituents existing national adult education N1 °P erabonal organization and 
in the field could communicate association. ( I’m sure that the ™ us a iival of its constituent 
reliably, the Association would National Association for Public §r°ups. .
be making no small contribution. School Adult Education would fourth, one project that 1 
Actually, it seems now to be at be pleased to cooperate in such a }v°uld recommend most urgently 
a point of exercising even venture.) In any case, such an 1S.  ̂ confrontation of the orga- 
greater influence toward coopera- administrator should be sought mzed teaching profession with its 
tion in defining needs, clarifying without delay. inescapable responsibility foi the
goals, marshalling resources, Third, it seems to me, and I  education of the adult popula-
mobilizing forces. With so have said as much to Mr. Dutta, tion no less than for the training
broad a field and means so that at this point in time, it is of children and youth. This may 
relatively inadequate, a maximum highly important for the Indian well call for a rather painful 
effort toward coordinated action Adult Education Association reorientation of professional 
is required ; for this the Indian (Executive Committee) to consi- leadership within as well as with- 
Adult Education Association der the possibilities of the next out the government, and at iim- 
seems to hold outstanding few years : continuing and emer- yersity levels. To develop \wth- 
promise. gent needs, lines of action, pro- in„ teachers m general the image

Its status as a voluntary, non- bable priorities, etc. Thought f  themselves as agents or der e-
governmental body seems tome should be allowed to range as lopment rather than as beareis
to be a major asset in this widely as imagination permits. tradition and advoca.es ot
connection. Regardless of any Then, and only then, should relatively narrow fields of knovv- 
generally admitted need for evaluation of practicalities be *ec’ge, .* ca . 01 great skill, 
coordination, few people or undertaken. Thereafter tentative and pa.ience.
organizations show pleasure in plans of action could be ennunci- ihe w . c . U . I . l .  is one re­
being coordinated. The Indian ated. This is not to recommend source m this connection, bu. 
Adult Education Association, as formally establishing any set the Indian Adult Education Aaso- 
a free-will fellowship of indivi- programme; human inclination ciation recognized as it i-., could 
duals and groups working seems to be toward crystallizing perform no greater service to its 
toward identical or closely related plans even though unforeseen ( C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  15)
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“ Operation Alphabet” Literacy Through Television
By Robert A. Luke

IN  many developing nations the majority of illitera- dations have led to legislation, a start on the federal 
tes are adults who have never been to school. In programme he suggested has been made and within 
the United States, on the other hand, the majority the various states, particularly where functional 

of the under-educated are functional illiterates-men illiteracy rates are high, additional funds, teachers 
and women eighteen years of age and older who and experts have been engaged to give greater impetus 
have not finished the fifth grade. to national literacy efforts. In addition the publishers

Although most native-born adults in the United ma/ f Qes have J>ecome
States grew up under the force of universal compul- f  • , rpnriaviu ne£d +l°  f.massjProcJu^e materials
sory laws, there are still eleven million individuals r l  t af Un co° tent ôr
who could be described as functional illiterates. Of ' ^ramatic of all perhaps has been
these, many have completed their education on their ,  comm?Fciaj
own and now hold positions of importance and against functional illiteracy, 
influence in their communities. Many other, however, J
although able-bodied and intellectually competent An early attempt to use television as a tool in 
have, to all intents and purposes, lapsed into the eradication of illiteracy was made by the
illiteracy. Laubach Foundation in 1957 when it realised a

This retrogression can be explained in a number S ? 8 1° te+levistion
»f Many adults grow up i n  remote rural ° f  ^
areas where continued attendance at school is difii- b
cult. In other instances, either the compulsory Local communities and local public school 
education laws are not enforced or parents find ways systems combined with commercial television in
of avoiding the legal requirement that their children producing literacy programmes in Seattle, Washington
be kept in the class-room. This has been particularly a programme undertaken by the Lark Foundation ;
true of migrant farm families. Early marriage, lack in Kansas City, Missouri, a television programme
of interest in school, and illness are other reasons sponsored co-operatively by the St. Louis Public
which account for the considerable number of indivi- Schools and the commercial television station and
duals who fail to complete the fifth grade. a similar programme in Baltimore, Maryland. How-

Surprising as these statistics are, they fail nonethe- ®/fr’ j! lc best-known ofaU programmes of
less to give an idea of the “hidden illiteracy” among ^  a l0!1 ~ a . ep1Sv?.n
people who have actually completed many more crun n L  „n T , . Philadelphia Public
years of school than their literacy performances N , A T.- 1S L1 Ut̂  nationally by the 
indicate. In a study in Cook Country Illinois* National Association for Public School Adult 
(the Chicago area) the able-bodied men and women Thisprogram m e succeeded not only
receiving public welfare assistance underwent a  ̂ e hut also financial
literacy test. More than 50 per cent failed to reach ^ere found to record it on videotape and
a standard considered average for those with five c w  communities lar8e
completed school years in reading and vocabulary. and sma11 a11 over the Umted States-

Paradoxically, only 6.6 per cent of these had , ‘‘Operation _ Alphabet” is composed a hundred 
fai,cd ,0  complete f i v e r s  < S s c h o o l i n g .  “ “

The need for a vigorous programme to over-come Extension Division, in conjunction with Philadelphia’s
this problem fortunately has been recognized. In a television station, W FIL. As the result of grants
special message to Congress on Education in 1962, from the Annenberg School of Communications
President Kennedy said, “Despite our high level of (University of Pennsylvania) and the Minnesota
educational opportunity and attainment, nearly Mining and Manufacturing Company the programme
twenty three million adults lack an eighth-grade was taped and offered free to other television
education. They represent a staggering economic, stations. Accompanying the series is a Home-
and cultural loss to their families and the nation.” study Book containing a hundred lessons based on
He went on to say that he was recommending the televised programme. The book reinforces and
“a programme to assist all states in offering literacy supplements what the learner sees and hears on his
and basic education courses to adults.” television screen. The series takes twenty weeks to

While not all of President Kennedy’s recommen- complete.
i S t u d y  t o  D e t e r m i n e  t h e  L i t e r a c y  L e v e l  o f  A b l e - B o d i e d  Operation Alphabet is designed to help the

P . - r v o ' i v  P e t - w i n e  P u b l i c  A s s i s t a n c e  (Chicago), Cook County functional illiterate learn both basic reading and 
Depart mem of Public Aid, 1962,166 pp. writing skills. For four days each week a few
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new words are introduced for sight recognition to friend and neighbours, finally a guide book for 
and one script letter is brought into the learning- “ Operation Alphabet” planners in local communities 
to-write part of the lesson. The fifth day (usually prepared and distributed by N APSAE outlined steps 
a Friday) is devoted to review work. If  he follows useful in organising, publicizing and showing the 
each lesson carefully the conscientious learner will programme series, 
reach—or nearly reach—a third grade reading and x
writing level by the time he finishes. It is at this . Philadelphia development of Opera ion
point, then, that efforts need to be made locally to Alphabet represents several years of co-operative 
get him enrolled in a formal educational environ- Panning by community groups in which many 
ment so that he can progress to the eighth grade individuals from a wide variety of local orgamza- 
of literacy competency and beyond. This can be *ions combined resources and skills. These groups 
done through television or any other means ,wer? aid d̂ h l  an advisory committee of leading 
available business, health, service, and civic leaders. Appeals

were made to social service agencies, visiting nurses, 
In Philadelphia, enrolments in elementary adult hospital clinics, parents’ associations of the Philadel- 

cducation classes in public schools rose 25% after phia Home and School Council, local chapters of 
the first showing of the series. In Cincinnati, Ohio, the Parents and Teachers Association, local chapters 
enrolments rose 21%. Kansas City, Missouri, in of the American Association of University Women, 
common with Philadelphia and Cincinnati, carried the Federation of Women’s Clubs, labour organiza- 
out intensive promotional campaigns for the film, tions, Kiwanis, Rotary, Lions, and other business 
and audience surveys in Kansas indicated that man’s clubs, asking them to consider ways to 
“ Operation Alphabet” reached 8,000 of the city’s “get through” to those who needed “ Operation 
estimated 25,000 illiterates. Alphabet” .

Altogether, about one hundred cities—including Only when a total community effort takes place
nearly all of the largest in the United States—have and public bodies, employers, government agencies,
shown “Operation Alphabet” and some have welfare and settlement houses, nationality groups
scheduled a second and third showing. The Phila- and national leaders work to attract the attention
delphia Public Schools’ Extension Division in plan- of the illiterate to the programme can significant
ning a second series to begin where the first ends. changes be expected in the literacy level of com-
This new series is intended to bring the illiterate up munity.
to the sixth-grade level, without, however, replacing . .
formal instruction under the guidance of a trained . *n sPde °* ds 8reat contribution to the elimina- 
teacher. Its primary aim is to supplement and t i°n undereducation in the United States, the 
stimulate regular classroom work. “ Operation Alphabet” series is not directly applic­

able to other countries. Its structure and pedagogi- 
The success story of Philadelphia, Cincinnati and cal approach can, however, be modified and adopted 

Kansas City could be repeated many times. On the to suit conditions abroad; the sequential development 
other hand, many cases exist where “ Operation of the lessons and the successful psychological
Alphabet” was shown by television stations without identification with adults in the matter of content 
reaching a single illiterate or at the very best, a mere can indeed be studied with profit by any agency
handful. The key to the success or failure of the wishing to develop a literacy television series,
entire programme rests with the effectiveness of the
promotional campaign devised to accompany it in Representatives of foreign governments and of 
different communities. foreign educational institutions who would like to

t, . , . . .. f.., j view “Operation Alphabet” as an example of literacy
Because of the unique characteristics of the under- tool can secure information from the National

educated-their inability to read  printed promotion Association for Public School Adult Education (1201
materials and their reluctance to admit their educa- Sixteenth Street R w  Washington, D .C. 20036) as
tionai shortcomings to their friends, promoting tQ where the programme may be viewed in various
“ Operation Alphabet offers some unusual problems. of the UnPite| States. In ' ddition, the National
How can information be conveyed to large numbers £ ssociation for Public School Adult Education will 
of men and women who cannot read . How can do ap tbat it t0 expedite special showing of 
messages be worded so that intelligent undereducat- { lessons of the series in Washington,
ed people will not be offended ? The promotion *
materials prepared by the National Association for Because of the deep involvement of the National
Public School Adult Education were developed with Association for Public School Adult Education both
an eye to these problems. A  packet of materials in the reduction of functional illiteracy in the
including posters, folders describing “ Operation United States and in the successful utilization of the
Alphabet” for ministers, priests and rabbis, display “Operation Alphabet’’ series, educational authorities
cards, news releases, radio announcements, news- who have used the series in all parts of the country
paper advertisements and a speech was prepared, were asked to provide comments and criticism on it,
Readers of the printed items were urged to pass These authorities agreed that the greatest single pro­
lo n g  the information about “ Operation Alphabet” blem initially encountered in trying to eliminate
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functional illiteracy is not the absence of teaching able for research to find out how many persons view 
tools—limited though they may be—but that of the programme and how far their reading level 
motivating the individual to take advantage of the advances as a result of regular viewing, 
opportunities available to him. There are many

adults who feel that they are too old to learn. Others j n Philadelphia, four thousand copies of the 
are satisfied witn their job or life-situation and see workbook were distributed. When the television 
no reason to change it. Still others have so long teacher asked viewers to write letters on a blank 
removed themselves from any serious systematic page 0f the workbook,' over two thousand replies 
attempt to learn that the mere idea of studying were received, corrected, and returned. It is estimat- 
even in the privacy of their own homes via tele- ecj ^at between fifty and seventy five thousand 
vision is too much for them. To the man who individuals in the Philadelphia viewing area benefited 
does heavy manual labour, holding a pencil at TV  by the course, 
lesson time can be a large and discouraging under-
taking. One cf  tjle most interesting aspects of “ Operation

. , , . ,  Alphabet” is the teamwork it inspired among those
“Operation Alphabet is not a cure for the who originally planned and produced it; such team- 

problem of illiteracy, but where there is a well-sup- work characterizes people whose contribution is 
ported, centralized effort to sec that it elicits an made regardless of economic return, religion, age, 
adequate response from those who need it, much race or vocatjon. 
progress can be made.

It has been difficult to measure the full impact of ( F r o m  m a te r ia l  s u p p l ie d  b y
the series mainly because funds have not been avail- E d u c a t io n  C le a r in g  H o u s e ,  U N E S C O )
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a°ih T a s t e  IF ® r M o r e ”
By T o rs ten  H u sen

IN  a dynamic society such as human consequences of the tcclini- the school view its task ns that 
I  ours, the school cun do no cal culture that is enveloping us, of giving s S e l  ‘4  taste fo 

more than lay a foundation, it must also help people to more ” to imnress on them that 
Much of the knowledge and skills grasp the purely material and they ’ have onh been gTven a
necessary to us as adults did not social consequences of what is little titbit_of to change the
exist when we left school They happening. matepho?-that they haveTerSf-
S L S“ U e  la b o l a S f  in f  Lot mo cite an example from ved P0nly the comonr S  an
research institutions. According^ S " , .  0ur '“ *«* ma$?™ e’ S S T ? ? 1 ‘andsf aPe. 'vilh a 
lv we have had to assimilate n called Y 1* recently ran a fea- whole life time before them to
great deal of the content of the tUre articde describing how the AH in the other contours on their 
S e e  ' andhumanities thrnvS, exploitation of our gravel ridges own. In so far as the school 
0“  ^ “ v a ^  and the P °llution caused ^  3chieVes this 8°al> * then be- 
here thatPI see an extremlv imnor industrial wastes and flush comes the task of adult education 
tant S f S & S & T E  Plumbin g -to  mention just two to build on it, imparting the 

m S n r t o  factors- were ^pairin g our knowledge that people need, not
strive to orient the adult towards water resources. It was pointed only to get their bearings, but 
the cultural and technical inno- out that m° re than the loss of also to acquire a human perspec- 
vations which have a more or f f heticand rê attlonal vaIues ^  ,of changing times in
less decisive impact on his life ^ iacvoJved;  What our genera- which we live.
both in its work and leisure l lon f  ° ing f by lts ruthless As against this concept ofdespoliation of nature is to °  . , *

However, thers is more at disclaim any responsibility for ( C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  1 6 )
- stake here than the kind of tf^ ure generations. I  mention ^ p 7 7 ^ - ; m T T  ~

knowledge that is only service- this example not without pride, H M D iAIN  A D U L I  . , .

standpoint, for example, in order tude . thejr attitude might be own g °als» as I understand them,

o t c w s t s s  x s  r ,o a mis-
be considerably broadened. What never bui]t our circulat on ” Other forms of leadership
1 chiefly have in mind is the „  ' , P . development also constitute vital
special purpose that adult educa- To take another example, non-competitive activities which 
tion . can and must fulfill, which Our schools have included nu- the Indian Adult Education 
is to achieve a more harmonious clear physics on their curricula Association might nrooerlv iniri- 
balance of the technical and the as a natural response to the ate National and? rL in n li 
human in our time. We are all civilian, and. military develop- s e ^ . w m r f o i T o f ^ S S !  
aware of the headlong, rate at meats m this field. But it is pondence study, nationai and 
which science and technology are just as important for the schoo local action research projects,
transforming our lives. The very to dwell on the psychological exchange positions, and shared 
fundamentals of our work- consequences implicit m the use internships are among the nossi- 
mg and leisure lives are being of this hazardous energy source bilities that suggest themselves, 
changed, confronting us with Similarly, the school must touch Finally the time seems to
difficult problems of adjustment, on the material consequences have come for the Indian Adult 
New methods of production and that experimentation with and Education Association to develop 
different labour-saving devices practical applications of nuclear reB;onai adult education associa- 
have the most sweeping effect energy may bring in their train. g ,™ T h is  cafls for another mo- 
not only on our own way of life, Much of this subject matter is perjy qualified staff member 
but also on that of coming perhaps not imparted by the This position should be distinct 
generations. They disintegrate school. Be that as it may, the from that 0f  the administrator 
old social groupings and stand- fact is that most adults in our not on|y because the qualifica- 
ards, and in the process they society have had no contact with tions differ, if  they do but also 
leave the individual at sea, with- these problems in schools. It to develop additional experienced 
outpoints from which he can therefore devolves upon adult leadership to help meet the In­
take his bearings. education to provide them with eseeable expanding requirements

Adult education should not such contact. of adult education in India in the
only seek to interpret the common I  think it essential to have next quarter century.
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Regd. No. P-109

Education Only Solution of Casteism Press, Radio & T.V. as
Vehicle of Education

M R. Justice P. B. Gajendra- of life. The problem he said, was
gadkar, Chief Justice of difficult to deal with because it Shrimati Indira Gandhi was
India, declared in Madras was deeply ingrained and bound sworn in as Union Minister of

on July I, that unless people up in superstition. Information and Broadcasting on
were prepared to give up their “Education alone will pro- July 2-
petty loyalty to castes and sub- vide the solution,” he observed. President Radhakrishnan 
castes, democracy had no chance .. r
to survive in India. Castes and sub-castes generat- administered the oath of office

c , • , i l l  * ed a feeling of superiority and ar,d secfecy to ber at a b icf but
Speaking on the challenges to inferiority in the minds of the impressive ceremony at the

the democratic way of life at people, Mr. Gajendragadkar said, ^shoka Hall of Rashtrapati
Madras University he Chief £oŷ lty to cJ e was5 not con. Bhawan.
ustice said aith in the basic sistent with the democratic way Smt Gandhi later addressed concept of secularism inevitably iaierT aaaressed

meant that such “desradim?” °* j - , • democracy is to officials of the Press Information
things as castes sub-caSes and SrCCeed m this country each one Bureau and said she wanted that. mgs as castes, sub castes and 0f us raust subscnbe to the the Press radio and television to
untouchabihty could have no „ , j  ’ rdU1y.dnu ^ v is io n  tonlace under it doctrine or integrity of this be used as media to educate the

e(, ’ ’ . country. This country is one public and not foi mere propa-
My generation must own up and none will divide it.” he said: ganda

that it has not found it possible Indian nationaIism in the
-o do away with the problem of past was based on “negative . She belLted in trying new
castes and sub-castes, he said: resentment” to the British, idea and experiments even if it

He wanted the younger “ We need now a positive con- meant makini mistakes. “ I
generation to take up this viction that all of us belong to believe in mb cakes because no­
challenge to the democratic way one country,” he emphasized. thing in die wo.'d has happened

without i coble making mistakes.” ^
A TASTE FOR MORE sh rd ri0t avoid doing'r x  x n - o x x j  i  u n  things i c ue risk was involved

( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 5  ) she so .

adult education, there is the d u r in g  th e  y e a r s  o f  f o r m a l  e d u c a -  r  • a o
argument that it will become t io n ,  th e  m o r e  i t  w i l l  c r e a te  a n  -Lrim h u  y  ^ u r v e y -
iess important as general educa- in q u ir in g  m in d ,  th e  “ t a s t e  f o r  « , -  ,
tion in the teenage years is pro- m o r e : ’’ a n d  th e  g r e a te r  w i l l  b e  th e  H i  I\  OJ’t llc l 
longed. In other words, as com- n e e d  f o r  a d d e d  in s ig h ts  a n d
pulsory schooling expands, the b r o a d e n e d  p e r s p e c t iv e s  in  a d u l t  rF 1 f 1 diar Adult Education 
adult would not have to learn y e a r s .  Ass aii n is shortly to
so much. The knowledge and We may therefore establish con ct r survey of libraries
skills taught by the school would that the tasks of adult education in tn sc b in  State of Kerala,
go a longer way than in the will swiftly expand in an educa- A u mb..' of investigators will
past. Nothing could be more tive society. This is by no go ioun 1 \ o tate and interview
mistaken, and for two main means a mere matter of provid- the li: • r ' n or the library-
reasons. F ir s t ,  r e g a r d le s s  o f  i t s  ing more utilitarian knowledge incharg- n the towns and
le n g th ,  th e  c o m p u ls o r y  s c h o o l  c a n -  which increases job proficiency village A ca la  to find out the
n o t  p r o v id e  i n te l le c tu a l  o r  o th e r  and marketable skills. It will resow;: : id book stocks of
e q u ip m e n t t h a t  is  a d e q u a te  t o  create an inquiring, mind, the the li at ?, the number of
c o p e  w ith  t h e  d e m a n d s  im p o s e d  “ taste for more education to peop!; /h 1 arrow books and/or
b y  a  c h a n g in g  w o r ld  / as I  have provide the human perspectives, atten i rc : g rooms attached
already said, a great deal of what These must be opened up to an to th l  > .
we need to know today as adults age in which the technical bids 7  ciation only recently
did not exist for us when we fair to override the human. comj • - comprehensive survey
went to school—and what was --------- .... ’• ' n „ ,  .
true then is just as true today. E x c e r p te d  f r o m  a n  a d d r e s s  0 ! ’ 1 Pradesh
Second, the very extension of p r e s e n te d  b y  P r o f  T o r s te n  H u se r t, and i. £ b. Ten investigators
basic schooling entails a greater U n iv e r s i ty  o f  S to c k h o l m ,  a t  th e  work. for nearly six months
need for education and training I n te r n a t io n a l  C o n fe r e n c e  o n  A d u l t  ,
in adult life. Or to put it E d u c a t io n  h e ld  in  c o n n e c tio n  w i th  toui.n. tie two states to make a
another way, t h e  b e t te r  s o c ie ty  th e  1 9 6 2  W C O T P  D e le g a te  detailed survey of the library
s u c c e e d s  in  im p a r t in g  k n o w le d g e  A s s e m b ly  in  S t o c k h o lm .  resource .

Printed and Published by Dharm Vir for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-R Ind aprastha 
Marg, N e w  Delhi. Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Chandni Chowk, Dei* u
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Nehru Literacy Fund Constituted
Association Appeals for Contributions

^ H E  Indian Adult Education Association has instituted an All India Nehru Literacy Fund, to 
commemorate the distinguished services of Jawaharlal Nehru to the cause of reason and 

enlightenment. A multi-facet personality, Nehru represented a synthesis of the scientific spirit 
with humanism. A man of action, he was a thinker and writer. His actions were informed by a 
rare degree of compassion and understanding. A fighter for freedom and democracy, Nehru was 
an architect of modern India, its democratic Constitution which guarantees equal political rights 
for men and women of all faiths and initiator of economic planning for social democracy. Nehru 
was aware that political and social democracy must be based on education and it was because of 
this that adult education was christened as Social Education by India’s first free Government.

As a humble tribute to the great leader of merce and Industry, (ii) The President of A ll India 
mankind whose moral leadership in the world wide Federation of Educational Associations, (iii) The 
adult education movement was recognised, the President of the Inter University Board, (iv) A 
Association is instituting the Nehru Literacy Fund. representative of the Education Minister, (v) A  

itttmtvc h r  TP’r'TTvir few individuals to be co-opted for their interest and
or knowledge on this subject. The Treasurer of the 

The Fund will be used for giving assistance Association will act as the Treasurer of the Trust, 
to agencies for organising literacy programme in the RESPO N SE FROM  M EM BERS
country. It will give grants to adult education T „ ___ _ r „np
agencies, duly registered under the Societies Registra- . resP °nsc the letter of the Honorary Ge 
tion Act, for carrying out literacy and post-literacy ral Secr5 a/>> thue , institutional members have 
programmes, for preparing reading material and exPressed their whole-hearted support to this move, 
teaching aids for neo-literates and for publishing The Chief Executive Officer of the Mysore State 
books, charts etc., for their use. Adult Education Council writes : “The idea of

T , . , , instituting the Fund is most appropriate and quite
Ihc Nehru Fund will be administered by a Trust, weiCOme. On behalf of the Council, I  write to assure

Other y0UTOhfO “rfUt"  of the
the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Com- T S f F o Z

“ May I  say how very fitting such a memorial would 
E d ito r ia l  B o a r d  be and I  will do my best to pursuade the member

D r . M .  S .  M e h ta  ° f  my organisation to help to achieve your objec-

S h r i  M a g a n b h a i  D e s a i  Support has also been received from leaders
S h r i  J .  C .  M a th u r ,  I .C .S .  and public men.

D r , T . A .  K o s h y  The Governor of Maharashtra, Shrimati Vijaya-
c/ - u p  c  ̂ lakshmi Pandit writes : “ I shall be glad to support
o/in t i . i . b a K s e n a . the Indian Adult Education Association in its efforts

Published by to constitute an A ll India Nehru Literacy Fund.”
In d ia n  A d u lt  E d u c a tio n  A s s o c ia t io n ,  The Governor of Kerala, Shri V. V. G iri writes
1 7 -B , I n d r o p r a s th a  Marg, N e w  D e lh i  <‘J shall do my best”

R s ^ T o o  s o  The Lieut. Governor of Pondicherry, Shri S. L .
% ‘ ■ o r v n  ' •  ■ Silarn writes: “The institution of a separate fund

ingle Copy Re. i . o c  for literacy programmes only is a step in the right
-—- f  tT* n* I T)rtVP 3)



W orkshop for Teachers Literacy Among industrial
E X P E R IM E N T A L  P R O JE C T ’S Workers

F IR S T  S T E P  Panel Recommends Provision of 2.5 Crorcs

A in Fourth Plan
workshop on Methods and Techniques for
Workers’ Education began in Delhi on July 26, ^ P H E  Planning Commission has set-up a Panel for 

1964. Teachers who are expected to take part in the Literacy among Industrial Workers. The Panel
experimental project on Adult Education among members have undertaken a number of field
industrial workers to be launched by the Indian trips and have had a number of meetings.
Adult Education Association from August 15, 1964 j i ie meetjng 0f the Panel was held on July 
attended the workshop. Mrs. Virginia Hart conduct- lg  J964 under the6 Chairmanship of D r. Mohan
ed the vv orkshop. _ Sinha Mehta, President, Indian Adult Education

Welcoming the teachers on behalf of the Indian Association. The Panel had discussions on two 
Adult Education Association, Shri S. C. Dutta said important issues, namely the appropriate agency to 
that the success of the project depended upon the undertake the eradication of illiteracy among indus- 
teachers, their devotion to the cause of workers’ frjai workers and how that objective could be realis- 
devclopment as leaders of trade union, and their C(j aj tile shortest possible time, 
community. The teachers would have to adjust their
knowledge and information to the needs of the A sub-committee had recommended the setting 
workers and their pow'er of comprehension and up of a Central Board with specialist secretariat lor 
assimilation. undertaking the work of liquidating illiteracy from

among the existing labour force in the country with- 
Explaining the details of the project, Shri Dutta j n  a period of ten years. It had asked for a yearly 

said that a centre for imparting education to worker outlay of Rs. 40 lakhs, 
and a publication unit would be set up. The first step .
was being taken that day with the training of teachers, There was a sharp division of opinion on the 
who would run the centre, where selected industrial question of an appropriate agency. Therefore, dis- 
workers would attend. The teachers would also help cussion on this question was decided to be continu- 
the publication unit to produce reading material ed at the next meeting of the Panel to be held on 
for their trainees. These material would help the August 14, 1964. The Panel however decided to 
workers to follow the courses and to educate their request the Planning Commission to make a provi- 
fellow-workers. The talking points, the tracts and sion of Rs. 2.5 crores in the fourth plan for the 
pamphlets would all serve the purpose of widening eradication of illiteracy among industrial workers.
the mental horizon of the workers. „

, , , i i . . ~ ^  . The Panel meeting was attended among others
The workshop concluded on August 2. Du ng by Sarvshri A .R. Dcshpande, Sohan Singh, Jagdish 

tins period practice lessons, materia for conducting sj , B N . Datar P. chcntsal Rao and S.C. Dutta. 
discussion groups, etc. were prepared by the teachers,
under the expert guidance of Mrs. Hart, who is Dr. V .K .R .V . Rao, member of Planning Com- 
shortly returning to the United States. mission attended for a brief period and took part in

the discussion.
Third Commonwealth Education_______________________

Confd Cnee mend such measures as are considered neccs-

S u n r u r  ru  r f , .. sary for improving its working; and to consi-
HRT M.C. Chagla, Union Mimstei of Education, der ncw areas jn which co-operative arrange-
wil! lead a 8-man Indian delegation to the Third menu minht ho made •
Commonwealth Education Conference to be held DC

at Ottawa from August 21 to September 4, 1964. (ii) To consider a report on social education and 
The delegation includes Shri A .K . Ghosh, Secretary, to recommend such measures as are consi-
Ministry of Education, Dr. D.S. Reddi, Vice- dered necessary to promote cooperation in
Chancellor, Osmania University, Dr. P.D. Shukla, this field,
Deputy Educational Adviser and Shri B.N. Malhan, T  _.. ____ . _, .
Secretary to the Education Minister. <u,> To consider teP°,rtst on educatl° n ” rural3 communities and to recommend such mca-

Among the important items that figure on the sures as are considered necessary to promote
agenda of the Conference are : " cooperation in this field, and

(i) To consider reports on the Commonwealth (iv) To consider the possibility of co-operation 
Scholarship and Fellowship Plan : to recorn- in reducing adult illiteracy,
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Army Is India’s Largest A D U LT ED U C A TIO N  A M O N G

Adult Education Agency IN D U ST R IA L W ORKERS

FEW are possibly aware that India’s Defence T ^ H E  Indian Adult Education Association will
Services are the largest and effective Adult J- launch on August 15, a pilot project of adult
Education agency in the country. education specially designed to meet the needs

The Indian Army works on the sound theory Industrial workers. The project, which will be
that an illiterate or uneducated person would be implemented in Delhi and Bombay, is expected to
an incompetent soldier. The Army therefore takes indicate the type of programmes that will bring 
up the education of the jawan as soon as he about among industrial workers an understanding of
enlists. This education is an integral part of his the problems of economic development in a demo­
training and continues even in the forward areas. cracy. The project will also help to define the

The recruit takes his education in five progressive most efTective methods ° f  Puttin8 accross educational 
stages. The first stage is named the Recruit’s Test. PI0grammes among wor 'ers.
The second is achieved by passing the Army Third The pro;ect has been chalked out by an expert 
Class Certificate Examination equivalent to the 4th committee consisting of trade unionists and adult 
grade of regular schools. The third stage equivalent educators. Shri V. S. Mathur, Director of the 
to a 6th standard is attained by passing the Army IC F T U >S Asian Tradc Union College, is the convener 
Second Class Certificate Examination and the fourth, of the Committee and Shri Kashinath Pande, M.P. 
the Army first Class Certificate of Education is Shri Bagaram Tulpule, Shri B.N. Datar and Shri S.C. 
equivalent to the 8th grade of the ordinary schoo s. Dutta are the members of the Committee, 
finally, the fifth stage is achieved by securing the
Army Special Certificate more or less equivalent to The President Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the Vice- 
the Matriculation Examination. President Dr. Zakir Hussain, the Labour Minister

The medium of instruction in all but the Special Shri Sanjivayya have sent messages of good wishes 
Certificate Examination is Hindi in Devanagri script, on the occasion and have congratulated the Associa- 
The Army has brought out its own text-books tion on its initiative in launching the project, 
including text-books for teaching Hindi to soldiers
from other linguistic areas. In another message. Dr. V .K .R .V . Rao member

Facilities are also provided for teaching English of the Planning Commission has expressed the hope 
to those who desire to learn it and to help the that the project would yield experience to further 
defence personnel in pursuing technical courses, educational programmes among industrial workers 
This teaching of English is based only on the basic to increase their industrial efficiency. He has also 
vocabulary of 850 words, covered in three stages of complimented the Association for its efforts in 
275, 600 and 850 words. promoting adult education programmes in various

The Army Educational Corps has its own Train- directions, 
ing College at Pachmarhi for training its personnel
for the different stages and aspects of its educational ------ :----------
programme. It has teacher-training courses in
Education (recognised by the Saugar University as N E H R U  LITERACY7 FU N D
equivalent to its B.Ed. Degree), diploma in librarian-
ship, training in audio-visual methods and in military ( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 )
music (all recognised by the Saugar University).

t-i i, . . .  „ . t t * a direction and your proposal to constitute an A li
Further there are training courses for the Unit di Nehru Literacy Fund has my strong support.” 

Education Instructors, who also assist Army Educa- y
tion Corps Instructors in educating the Jawans. shri Silam was till reCently Chairman, Bombay 
Then the Army has instituted special course for the c u  s ial Education Committee and member of
field education of Jawans in periods of special theJStandin„ Committee on Social Education set up
emergency A  special course is also being conducted . h Ministry of Education, 
for Band Masters of Military Music. y y

Army education makes the jawan not only a In view of the warm support to the proposal 
better soldier but also a better citizen. There have received from the rank and hie workers in lield ot
been instances where uneducated jawans have adult education and the desirability ot a separate
profited by this education and have even become fund for literacy programme to be administered
commissioned officers. It is also of great help to non-officially, the Association is shortly issuing an
the jawan in rehabilitating himself after his release appeal for contributions not only m India but
from the Army. throughout the world.
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V I G O U R  O F  S M E W  I D E A S
The newspapers in India, by and large, have not taken much interest in Adult Education move­

ment, although it should be fairly obvious to them that the development of Adult Education movement 
would help in the development of the newspaper industry. In this context, we must congratulate the T im e s  
o f  I n d ia , which in its issue dated July 5,1964 came out with an editorial on “Literacy House.’’ As a 
token of our agreement with the ideas expressed therein we give below the editorial in its entirety. —Ed.

T H E story of Literacy House are heard : and then, when the room affair with a small house 
near Luknow, is a heart, result is found out satisfying for the schoolmaster. Each is 
warming success story, enough, a spate of criticism, self- finished with the help of local 

Founded 11 years ago by an mortification, hand-wringing, ap- talent and using local materials. 
American lady as a school on the portioning blame, reevaluation ; The cost and time factors are 
verandah of a small rented house and the entire cycle is repeated, said to be extremely encouraging, 
in Allahabad, it grew like a well- W h a t  is  la c k in g  i s  d r iv e ,  a  w ill in g -  With a certain amount of plan- 
tended tree. Some six years ago n e s s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  in i t ia t i v e  a n d  ning and proper design the pre- 
it moved into a village just out- w e lc o m e  a l l  id e a s ,  e v e n  th e  s e e m -  fab school idea can be a great 
side Lucknow and flourished with in g ly  c r a z y  o n e s . success in this country. Its feasi-
aid from national and internatio- Jake the literacy drive, for bility is certainly worth examin- 
nal organisations and dedicated instance. The parameters of the 'n8 in detail, particularly the 
work by Mrs. Fisher and her problem* are well known. Dozens point about giving the teacher an 
little band of helpers. In the last of solutions have been suggested, assured house adjacent to the 
ten years it has trained more than g ut aiways the problem of funds village school ; in due course he 
6,000 literacy teachers who have reigns supreme. Although there comes to identify himself with his 
gone out into the villages and jias been fairly commendable pro- work and Puts in his best- 
taught some 150,00J illiterate gress, in the literacy programme,
adults. And now the U. S. very much more can be done. There are in fact thousands 
Agency for International Deve- a  recent Mexican experiment is of ideas, new ideas, afloat all the 
lopment has given Literacy House worth recalling. Faced with an world over. It would be a good 
a grant of Rs. 81 lakhs in recog- acute shortage of schools in proposition to set up a clearing 
ration of its achievements and its villages the Government set up a house for ideas ; gathering them, 
noble aim of training men and factory to make prefabricated indexing and disseminating them, 
women who will spread the light frames or shells by the hundred, The main point is that in this 

.... "teracy among the rural which could be easily transported changing scene greater confidence 
millions. to far.flung areas. Each school- should be placed by all in the

Thus from humble beginnings house package consists of a two- vigour and vitality of new ideas,
the vision and drive of one person
have enabled an idea to grow ■ —  m— .  — — — —
into a force. With most ideas S
this is the case: one devoted, I /V p iij  P n h l i r n t i n n  I
single-minded individual hacks g J  U U l l L l l l l U f l
away at an idea, moulds and

Social Education and the Youth
appear that there is a certain, not
easily explained resistance to new r» . t  . l  i o . l  m  • , 0
ideas in this country as well as a K e p o rt o t the J J t h  JN atio n al S e m in a r
belief that most of the problems 
of the people can be solved
according to the normal, accepted Price . 2„S0 (Inland) Abroad $ 1.
pattern, fhe procedure is slow 
and unimaginative in the extreme.
A committee is formed, tentative . 
probes are made, decisions of an A  vailable :  
either-or nature are taken at the

,ndian Adul‘ Education Association
S S T « w S  . x t a S S  and * »  * * » * * « »  M arg , New Delhi.
recommendations by the dozen ________ ______ _____ _______________ _____
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Social Education Organiser —An Appraisal
S. Sethuraman, M.A.*

T 'H E  Community Development is solely responsi- officials nor non-officials nor the people. About the 
ble to make a few of the English alphabets very vagueness of the concept there might have been 
familiar with the people, especially among the reasons in the past to complain about it but the 

rural mass. Most of them will be able to pronounce situation at present is quite different. Now no one 
the letters B.D.O., S.E,0., with ease, though they can murmur that the concept is vague and the job 
do not know the alphabets of their own language. is not well defined. Let us examine how the

It is interesting to dwell upon the image of vagueness in the concept and in the job requirements 
“ S.E.O.” as seen by different people. What do the have dlsaPPeared durmS the years- 
alphabets “ S.E.O .” mean to the rural people? I  Concept of Social Education 
wonder whether even the educated section of the
rural community knows the expansion of the above After twelve years of Community Development, 
letters ! it may be quite superfluous to deal with the histori-

rp ... „„ . . cal growth of the concept. Everyone knows that the
lo  the villagers S.E.O . is an official, just like Social Education owes its origin to Adult Education, 

r w  °  )fr ' ernment off1 cia 1, working in the ‘‘Block The evolution of the concept has undergone
• Cii e JS an official who visits the village occa- many changes. The concept was so broad that 

sionally and asks them to form some organisations all definitions were accepted.
like Farmers Forum and Youth Clubs. Sometimes,
he asks the youth to organise games. After the A short and simple definition describes Social 
National Emergency, he talks about “Shramdan Education as "Education for better lifc  in all its
work” (meaning Defence Labour Bank). To them, aspects—work, rest and recreation in their social
the S.E.O . is neither useful nor useless- economical, political and spiritual implication.” The

r, . ., .... , „, . „ , ^  aim, function and objectives of Social Education
• , t ierf i1-11̂ 6 °" h*s colleagues and other offi- have been made very clear. The case for retention

h bC Sa‘̂  t0>  ° ^ raL Most- of Social Education in the Community Development
7 ’ . nsion Officers consider the SEO to be an programme was established beyond doubt when it
meursive individual, who steals credit sometimes for pointed nut that-
some work for which he is not mainly responsible. Pc . 7  
They look down upon the SEO for two main rea- S o c ia l  E d u c a t io n
sons. First, he is not a technical specialist and h e q u ip s  p e o p le  w i th  b a s ic  s k i l l s  o f  r e a d in g  a n d  
secondly, he is a n ‘orphan’ having no direct superior w r i t in g  a n d  w i th  th e  f u n d a m e n ta l  k n o w le d g e  f o r  
at the district level to whom he can turn to for c i t i z e n s h ip  ;

guidance and who will protect him from unreason- //. I n t e g r a te s  e d u c a t io n  w i th  r e c o n s tr u c t io n  b y
L L ! . , a C 7  l5/Pc 0 , feehng among his own p r o m o t in g  in d iv id u a l ,  g r o u p  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a c t io n
colleagues jeopardise smooth working. But, now % r  c o m m o n  d e v e lo p m e n t  ;
there is a welcome change in their attitude. ... , . . , . ,  . ,

d  n  r\„  i . i  .  , .  O T _ _  . ,  . in .  a n d  a s s is t s  in  th e  p r o m o t io n  o f  s o c ia l
nnso wnrtpr'at tn1 'm * ^^9- ls f a h a r m o n y  a n d  s o l id a r i ty  a n d  th e  e r a d ic a t io n  o f  s o c ia lpose woiker at the Block level. It is often said that y
SEO is a “P.A. to the B .D .O .” Though it is an
exaggerated version, it has been found to be true to Role o f Social Educations O rganisers
prmnot9dtC1BD svm m athkes ^ 9 9  1S ,tbatf th? SI:9 ‘ At the beginning of the Community Development 
C r E d u S f p X m m e  abl,,“ dea S anisS a'bte Corners in ,#52. ,1,1 need for SEO war justified for 
to utilize the services of SEO in a more useful the followinS reasons .
way. Except a handful of enlightened chairmen of i- The SEO would act like a catalytic agent in 
the Panchayat Samithis or Unions; all the others do a chemical reaction in promoting the Community 
not have any definite opinion about the SEO. Development Programme.

These different shades of opinion held by diffe- h\ He would be specialist in group dynamics,
rent groups emphasise one point. The SEO, inspite group mobilization and community organisation,
ofhis working in the Community Development move- and...
ment from its inception, has no established place and iii. He would be a specialist in Mass Comnnmi-
there is none to speak out his cause; neither the cation media techniques.

* shri c , • ecnTP ct ■ The then CPA  administrator, Sri S. K . Dey said
Ramjkmh„a • ^ arf “ ” “The SEO  is (he most misunderstood functioimy.
South India. The reason why the SEO was posted in a project



area was to have someone who knew something of tion is the only best approach possible to
all aspects of the programme...that has been lost implement the Social Education programme,
sight of...SEO  is not fully trusted it appears, nor is . m . . .  .
he given the original work for which he was trained.” . 1V- „ The -I0,*3 ° f  SEO is not comparable to the
He was dubbed as a “fifth wheel in the coach.” J°h  any odier Extension Officer. SEO has to

‘prepare the ground for the other Extension
The sixth Development Commissioner’s Con- Officers to have a smooth and enjoyable walk, 

ference defined the role of SEO in specific terms. „ . . .  . , , .
The Mount Abu Conference stated that the SEO ’s v- Same yardstick cannot be used to m cap re
primary responsibility is to work with the village wo^  ^ E O as ^  *ie C£i-sea • i r f l ^X5en"
community through self-help, to create in the s'on Officers. The impact of Social Education
villagers an active and intelligent interest in their programme is rather difficult for statistical mam-
problem and help them to develop self-confidence pulation.
and self-reliance. The UN Evaluation Team empha- vi. There is no heirarchical set-up for SEOs.
sised that the job of SEO should be in the field of Though this is important, much thought has not
adult education and youth activities. been bestowed on this issue.

With the introduction of Panchayati Raj, some vii. Social and mental changes cannot be
additional changes were affected in his role and the achieved overnight. Even highly educated people
result was more responsibility and added importance are very cautious in accepting a change. In the
in the block team for SEO. When Mr. B.G. Rao, case of the uneducated rural people the difficulty
in the Balwantrai Mehta Committee Report cast his is enormous. This requires constant and con-
doubt on the usefulness of SEO, it provided an tinuous goading with patience on the part of
opportunity to some States to do some re-thinking Social Education Organiser,
on the issue. States like Kerala decided to do away r . u;„i,
with the services of SEO whereas States like Punjab There f r.e other factors w • »
merged SEO’s post with that of the PEO and in the difficulties of Social Education Organiscis As 
Madras he was redesignated as Extension Officer was mentioned earlier, „
(Education). In this set up, SEO's responsibility to highly essential for imp ci g c < 
educate the non-officials, viz., the Panchayat Prcsi- programmes. But it is *- 1 . ,
dents gained strength. of the Block Development Officers are not able to

b h  spare much of their time for that, because most of
The Chinese aggression provided the new look to their tirae 3S consumed by attending to files, and to 

the role of SEO. Akin to the Home-Guards in works programmes. It is not unnatural for them to 
urban areas, Village Volunteer Force Scheme was show more interest in items ol woik like Engincei- 
maugurated in the villages. SEO came to the lime >n8> Agriculture, Annual Husbandry, because these 
light and his main job is to mobilize, enrol and activities give sufficient matter foi the periodical 
train villagers for the various wings of the Village reports to the headquarter. Moreover, the higher 
Volunteer Force, especially for Mass Education and authorities expect the BDO to pay more attention to 
Defence Labour Bank. The SEOs who were doubt- these activities rather than to Social Education. Io
ful about their services being continued because of them an overhead tank or a road is a visible achieve-
National Emergency heaved a sigh of relief. Besides ment when compared to a youth club . I he non- 
the Village Volunteer Force, attention was drawn officials have not understood the necessity and
for organising Radio Rural Forums and Gram importance of Social Education. They have to be
Sahayaks’ Training Camps. SEOs put forth all convinced about it through various methods like 
their efforts for the National Defence' Fund collec- study camps, conferences etc. Now that the I na­
tions. chayati Raj Training Centres have been established,

it is hoped they will take care of this issue.
The following points emerge from the review of . „

the concept of Social Education and the iob of Need of Team  Spirit 
SEO Not only Social Education Organisers, but almost 

i. Social Education programme is mainly an all the functionaries of the Community Development 
educational programme, intended to bring about are in need of team spirit. From the inception of 
effective changes in the various components of the Block, team work is said to be the pivot tor the 
the personality of the villager like attitudes, Community Development movement. But in reality, 
habits, beliefs, values, etc team work is very rarely found and it seems to be a

.. «. lifonian conrpDt t A ll the Extension. Officeis me
ve^ carilvTnd a u i c t e ,  “ " " f  be « p S  to wo?k as a team of which BDO is the
Social' i t i o S  m m m m c  P "  CaPtai". Sivin.S out a" thci.r c°-°Pera,lon' 50 <hat <,lcvarious coordinated activities will come out as an

in. Compulsion as a method, is out of integrated whole. In the language of the Psycho­
question iu a country like ours, wedded to logist, the quality “ Gestalt” is wanting in the Block 
democratic ideals, Persuasion through convic- ( C o n t in u e d  o n  p a g e  1 6 )
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E d u c a t io n  and Leisure in Soviet Union
By Mihail Rauzcn

THE Soviet Union is often The more free time manual If we deduct the time spent 
referred to as the country workers, peasants and office sleeping, at work, doing domestic 
where everybody reads—not, employees have in a socialist chores and travelling to the 

of course, because Soviet libraries society, the more scope they have factory, Kataev has about 40 
are full of readers or because for improving their cultural hours’ free time left in his six 
there are always a lot of pros- standards, perfecting their working days. He could spend 
pective purchasers in the book- knowledge, fulfilling social obli- them in a variety of ways, sitting 
shops, but because everywhere, gations, bringing up their in a restaurant, visiting friends, 
even in what might seem unlikely children, organizing their leisure or whiling away time in idle 
places—’in the underground, in time better, and so forth. In chat. But instead he uses his 
buses and on the beach—you short, free time enables people to free time for the purpose of 
may see people immersed in pursue the all-round development acquiring knowledge. He went 
books. They may be reading a of their personality. into industry after completing
volume of verses, a novel or an Above all, the provision of the seven-year course of schooling 
issue of a literary journal con- leisure time is in its turn an anch f°r almost ten years, he has 
taming some story which has imp0rtant facto’r in increasing been studying at evening classes 
made a stir, but most often the the rjroduntivii v of labour Karl whllc working. In this way, he
books which engage their atten- Marx called leisure the supreme completed the course of the
ti°n are textbooks, textbooks on productive force reacting in turn y°ung workers school, after 
every possible branch of know- on the mod ,rH vhf of labour which he went on to the Institute,
ledge, textbooks for universities, His is t]d a s s ic  reL r k  that, in His only outlays are his time and
technical school or secondary the new Communist society, “ the the purchase of textbooks and 
schools, or various dictionaries, criterion of wealth will not be notebooks. He does not have to 
For this reason, the Soviet Union workit]0 time but frce time » pay anything for tuition,
may equally be called “the coun- ° ' c . .„ B
try where everybody studies.” Leisure-time for a rolling-press home significant tigures

About 60 million people are worker ^  j 924’ ac ôrdjng d‘Ua
at present studying in the This is how Ivan Babushkin, supplie:d by Academician b. 
Soviet Union. Some 3,000,000 an old Russian worker, described Strummn, working men in t ie 
students are enrolled at higher his feelings and frame of mind at USSR spent 7.85 hours a month 
educational establishments the end of the working day in and women worker ,
alone and this figure increases the earlier, Tsarist, Russia : “You 5.54 hours. This was t ic pen 
from year to year. It is saw nothing of life, you were not the 2reat bteracy campaign, 
expected that by 1980, conscious of relaxation, it never tke y’eat? m wbmh millions oi
8,000,000 people will be study- even entered your thoughts.... people, in the difficult circum-
ing at Soviet higher educational And the next day—work again, stances due to the devastation
establishments. strenuous, never-ending, soul- caused by the first world wat

Flowering of the human destroying work.” w ith'^uch” Z u S ? "  to tod the
personality But now let us put the precious hours and minutes out

Various Western philosophers question of how he spends his of their leisure time to master the
and sociologists have engaged in r̂e® time to Vasili Kataev, a alphabet and to learn to read and
lengthy and heated arguments senior rolling-press worker at the write. The striving after know-
about the possible results of “Hammer and Sickle Metal- ledge or, as Lenin said, “ the rush
increasing the free time of lurgical Plant in Moscow. towards the light”, then became
manual and office workers. The “I have no rules about my a great national movement, 
pessimistically-inclined suppose free day. In the morning I set tbe years passed, this
that this may lead to general off with my wife and daughter to movement, expanded, taking new 
idleness, the decline of manners the country, the woods or the forms and new importance. At 
and morals and the growth of river. On the other hand, my tbe preSent time, 40% of indus- 
crime, etc. Life in the USSR working days have a strict time- trial workers in the USSR, and 
and the other socialist countries table. I spent sixteen hours a more tban 23% 0f collective-farm 
Provides convincing evidence week at the Institute and twelve workers have had a secondary or 
however that, under socialism, hours studying at home, three h S S ” duration,
increased free time does notin  hours at the cinema and three
any way lead to idleness but hours on sport, and besides all *n 1959, a survey was made 
rather to the flowering of the this I read literature and do on how the workers of the distant 
human personality. community work....” (Continued on page 11)
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r a d i o m  C a n a d i a n
By Rodger

CANADA is a country whose three million square unions and group insurance societies can all be 
miles of land are occupied by only eighteen traced back to the forum.
million people. Broadcasting is done in the two At the provincial and federal level, Farm Forum 

official languages, English and French, but dozens of 0pjnj0n often affects the development of farm policy, 
small cultural communities also make demands upon parm Credit Corporation, for example, the
the national service. major federal credit Agency for agriculture, was first

Ths extensive development of mass media in a proposed in a direct request from the forums and 
country of such vast distance is not surprising, many elements of rural policy today stem from 
Early adult education efforts were hampered by poor forum discussions.
roads, lack of facilities and scarce funds and the Such immediate and direct results are one part 
use of mass media was essential if major adult of the Farm Forum story. It is however, more 
education programmes were to be launched for difficult to document the changes in individual think- 
broad sectors of the population. ing and outlook which it has brought about but

there is little doubt that it provides an opportunity 
National Farm Radio Forum for individuals to discuss and prepare for the rapid

changes taking place in rural areas. Decisions to 
^National Farm Radio Forum was created in expand the farm operation, to raise levels of 

1939 by Dr. E.A. Corbett, Director of the Canadian efficiency, to provide better education for children, 
Association for Adult Education as a “university of to support local innovations (regional high schools, 
the air for rural people. By 1940, it had become a etc.) are all affected by forum debate, 
national rural project, with provincial offices which
operated independently of the Canadian Broadcast- Development of the Forum 
ing Cooperation. Its work was supported by the From a beginning of four hundred groups in 

Federation of Agriculture, the Canadian 1940. the programme expanded until 1950, when over 
“  I0" f° r Education, the jorums them- sjxteen hundred regular Forums were registered. 

nfTu'pc governments and the C.B.C. These pr0m 1950 the decline in total farm numbers has
Fomm £ 2 * 1  f?rums’ prcpa,rercI the Farm been paralleled by Ihe decline in regular Farm! orum Guide, developed summaries of forum reports Forums
and helped forum groups generally. _ , . . ,In the past ten years, the programme has been
How the Farm Forum Works radically changed to meet the needs of a much more

complex rural community. Topics are no longer 
Each Monday evening, the half-hour radio chosen by a central committee upon whose good 

broadcast is produced by the CBC. Forums, judgment the groups must rely. Instead, meetings 
averaging fifteen members each, meet in schools! are held in a11 provinces, involving both forum 
halls, church basements or homes, to read the Farm members and rural leaders from a broad range of 
f orum Guide, listen to the broadcast and have a institutions. From the ideas collected, a tentative 
discussion. A discussion report, including answers schedule is drawn up for debate at an annual 
to specific questions contained in the Guide, and conference which each spring brings together rural 
further questions from the group itself, is sent to people from across the country. In this way, topics 
the Provincial Farm Forum Secretary. ’ The Pro- reflects as accurately as possible the true concerns of 
vincial Secretary presents a summary of these reports ruraI Pe°P,e- When the programmes are finally 
on the broadcast the following' Monday night, presented, they benefit from the support of all those 
Summaries are also sent to interested rural leaders.' groups which played a part in their selection. Such 
A national summary is prepared from the provincial “special interest” groups as 4-H, Women’s Institutes 
summaries and this, in turn, reaches both the forums Farm Unions, co-operatives, municipal councils, 
and the leaders of rural and urban Canada. dairy farmers, wheat producers and vegetable growers

T. , e , have taken an active part in organizing groups
„n . , *7 ° . such reports, both on the forum in recent years. Such groups may meet for only
! >n . V development of later farm policy, is hard one night, or they may meet many times during a 
L m th  e ™  1 “  n° d0Ubt that the forums year. They are not however, counted as forums 

Projects ranging fmm ^ evel°pment. but are provided with materials and separate
halis to liomf f*be e,cct,on op community summaries are made of their reports. This innova-

li0‘;  T  br°adr ?  -  “ “ f " *  Forum
societies ,1* creation S c u s s t a T  W *  <*
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A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N
Schwass

Broadcasts have been altered to provide faster Caribbean. South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, Mali 
and more useful reporting to the groups. A and Madagascar have organized Farm Forums more 
“talkback” technique has been developed which recently or plan to do so.
w 1ln ? J W? h ? ° adC“S1tSr  ♦* T l  aPart\  0n thf  In India, where the programme has over 12,000
the rnirte nnH ^™Hn£S+i!1S-te!rt0 ^  kroadcast> Fead groups in operation, the techniques have been 
several nnpuinnt mhirii f r ^.ScussI0n' They submit adapted and improved. However, the essential 
„roun Thpce rmp f  r®mam unanswered in their jdeas remain unchanged. Dr. Paul Neurath, who

L J  wUq ir ObT e the basis for the studied this project for Unesco in 1957-58. corn- broadcast a week later. Questions which cannot be mented •
included on the broadcast are answered by mail or
in pamphlet form at a later date. The “talkback” “Radio Farm Forum as an agent for trans-
stimulates discussion on the first night and com- mission of knowledge has proved to be a success
munity action a week later. Often,"two such dis- beyond expectation. Increase in knowledge in
cussions are enough to mobilize worthwhile effort to the f°rum villages was spectacular,
deal with smaller community issues. Forum developed rapidly into decision-making

Another innovation has been the group broad- bodies capable of speeding up common pursuit of
cast. A suitable forum is chosen, a discussion held the village. The forums thus became an impor-
in advance and recorded. The recording, sometimes tant instrument in village democracy and enabled
edited, becomes the national broadcast. This simple many more people to partake in the decision-
device, provided the group is knowledgeable and making process in the village. They helped to
that one or two persons of resource are added to it, develop both leadership and a sense of partici-
helps most groups to identify with the broadcast pation in village affairs and allowed village
speakers. Variations are being worked out which opinion to take a more direct part in numerous
indicate that this technique may markedly improve village decisions.
participation in certain kinds of groups. Reactions to radio farm forum as a whole was

In addition to the broadcasts and Guides, slides, most enthusiastic and the demand that this be
films, and speakers are used to stimulate discussion. made a permanent feature was practically
Television has been tested, but with mixed results. unanimous.”
^ rmation ietention increased markedly, but dis- Farm Forum’s potential has only been slightlv
HifflrnU V+aS n0t encPura2ed. It proves to be more realized in Canada where alternative sources of
l ■ ? Pe.rsua^e the group to turn the set off to information have multiplied many times since the

' _eiIf dlscu®®10“ ^ an ’I would have been in programme’s inception. It should have a more
•• 0 a radioibioadcast. Radio raises issues; fruitful application in countries where such variety

ion seems to settle them. is not available and where village social life provides
Nevertheless, television is still being used for a natural setting for the discussion group, or in areas 

farm forum on one local station. It provides the where community development is in its infancy and 
groups with further information and this makes for where leadership training facilities and opportunities 
somewhat more complete summaries and more are not available, 
knowledgeable questions on complex topics.

Farm Forum's contribution in general Iras been Fi™  Broadcasts and Telecasts 
to provide a forum for public debate of complex The CBC Farm and Fisheries Department of the 
rural issues; to heighten rural awareness and help in has five re8ional offices staffed by over thirty
bringing about long term adjustments to changing expert rural broadcasters and a small group of fishery 
rural conditions and to create a community sense in experts who in addition to Farm Forum produce a 
sparsely settled areas. It has also been extremely ran8e of other farm broadcasts. A daily half-hour 
useful in producing rural action to improve local Non-Farm Broadcast features a dramatized “typical 
conditions and has provided rural people with an Canadian farm family ’ as they cope with the trials 
opportunity for self-development which they might farm Bfe. A lifteen-minute section includes 
otherwise have lacked. markets, farm news and production ideas. Each

Sunday, rural audiences have “Country Calendar” , 
Farm Forum Abroad a half-hour television package which includes rural

T„ inc. ' , , , information and news and a ten-minute garden-
Fnrn? p 54 Unes£° c°mPlcted a maJor study of information segment. The broad urban audience
Indk Pa0S n mA ,,?nrd a Tandmtr ef  ,in §cts an idea of the farming community throughIndia, Pakistan, Australia, Japan, Colombia and the “Country Time”, a half hour of rural interpretation
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on Saturday evenings, and through a programme for Although staff members have been hard to find, 
the ladies called “To Market With Music”, broad- owing to the difficulty of training native writers, 
cast each weekday morning. Rural youth are served actors and producers, some excellent work has been 
by the Junior Farm Broadcast, a half-hour pro- done. Mention should be made of Miss Ann Padlos
gramme for 4-H and other rural youth organizations, programme “UQAUSI” (Words for the People)
which takes place each Saturday morning. In addi- which draws thousands of letters each year and “The 
tion, special series on specific business and produc- Northern Messenger”, a programme of news and 
tion topics are organized from time to time, in messages linking northern Eskimos with their fami- 
compcration with government rural extension pro- lies and friends who are “down south”, 
grammes.

Programmes in Cree, Slave, Dogrib and assorted 
Citizen’s Forum dialects are also broadcast for the Indian population.

Indian staff- members are being trained for key 
Beginning in 1941, a programme was designed to positions, and programme quality is improving, 

use farm forum principles to develop study groups in
urban centres Study groups thrived until 1950 in addition a drama series, “Way of Life”, has 
when interest began to lag. Today although the ^  Iaunched > > man’s social
programme is presented on both radio and television • Tt deak ith h nmh,ems as drunken-
with undiminished excellence only a handful of study inlluence- . “  deals W1™ suc 1 Problems as drunken 
groups remain. An exceptionally fine series of pam- nC \ f  0stltf 10°  ^  neglect as well as providing
phlets on national issues is developed each year, entertainment in the Eskimo anguage. Twenty four
however, and is widely distributed by the Canadian ^  ?de? h/ v« b"en broadcast, but no evaluation of 
Association for Adult Education. results 1S available-

French AM I Education Programming r CBC g g l i F t S f S
In co-operation with the Institut Canadian pour housewives and the casual listener but programmes 

l ’Education des Adultes, the CBC organized a num- to interpret the outside world to the Eskimo are still 
ber of effective group-study programmes in the needed.
French language. None of these excellent efforts
continue today. However, nearly two hundred small (From material supplied by the Education
groups meet regularly in study programmes related Clearing House, UNESCO, Paris)
to private radio and television broadcasts, sponsored 
by universities and local agencies. Most of these 
are in the province of New Brunswick.

Study courses for individuals are provided with

organizations!‘°These have bmad"genial ^ p p S  TRAINING ADULT EDUCATORS FOR NEWLY 
yet strengthen the educational programmes of busi- DEVELOPING SOCIETIES
ness and labour by introducing new information and
reviewing old. A current series on television is a n  eleven-month professional non-degree pro- 
planned, with 1 Institut des Affaires Publiques and gramme to train adult educators for newly

. co-operating. A long-range planning com- developing societies has been started by the
nuttee has been established to develop new pro- Bureau of Studies in Adult Education at Indian 
giamme ideas on business economics, national policy University (U.S.A.). The programme is designed to 
• ” ^  implications and other matters of public provide persons preparing to work in newly develop­

ing societies with the necessary skills and insights to 
start and run appropriate programmes of adult 

Finally, 1’Institut des Affaires Publiques co- education. Under this programme five types of 
operates with the CBC in a summer conference on a learning activities will be undertaken, 
significant and timely topic. The conference attracts
S t " c ^ T r c X S S and V° 'l'nlary ° r8a"i'  ,  Th? t o t  of these is the graduate coarse in acta,.

education theory and practice. The second is work­
shops in specialised areas of adult education such 

Eskimo and Indian Services as a<Rilt literacy. The third is the supervised field
_ experience involving planning, conducting, and

CBCs Northern Service merits an article in itself, evaluating of specific adult education activities. The 
Initiated in ! 932, it uses a chain of low-power relay fourth is guided individual study and practice. The 
tidnsnuttcos acioss the Arctic, with manned stations last is the supplemental learning experiences in 
at key centres. appropriate interest areas.
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Education and Leisure in Soviet Union
{Continued from page 7)

Krasnoyarsk Territory in Siberia munity work by 200% ; on imagined that people use their
spent their leisure on education. Visits to cinema and theatre by leisure time only for the acquisi-
The results showed that the time 125%; on Watching television tion of general or specialized
devoted to study after working and listening to radio by 150% knowledge in accordance with the
hours had already doubled on the and on Unoccupied leisure by syllabia of higher educational
average, since 1924 being 71%. establishments, technicums and
15 to 20 hours a month ; in some Finally, notice should be schools.
'mrn ^ . ^ad " sen as high as taken of the way in which the An enormous number of
1UU h°lirs> free time of collective-farm people are studying at various

In 1961, the length of the peasants is organized, and what industrial courses and seminars,
working day in the USSR was proportion of it is devoted to and improving their trade ratings,
reduced by one hour. It was study, self-education, reading, but this is not all.
decided to investigate what effect etc. The Soviet people’s intcllcc-
tlus had had on workers use of More than two years ago, a tual world is extraordinarily wide
their tree time, lhe Moscow selective study was made of the and varied. The interests of the
Tyre factory was chosen tor the Use of time on collective farms present-day worker are not
(Ml a. *1G lcsu ts were as in the Kherson Region, the limited to his bench or workshop.
lollows : Altai Territory and the He is concerned about major

“The number of students from Sverdlovsk Region. philosophical and political ques-
the factory attending the young What did this far from t*0115- He wants to understand
workers’ school roughly doubled, exhaustive study show ? the significance of the latest dis-
vvhile that of students at technical ' ‘ , ,  ’  ̂ . coveries and research work, he is
schools and higher educational c we take the total tree time interested in topical scientific and
establishments increased more ° a collective iarmwoiker in the technological problems, lie would
than 3.5 times ; the number of working day as icpresenting 100, like to know more about art and
readers at the factory library 15.8/0 o titis  devoted to study to cultivate his ability to under-
increased 1.5 times, that of peo- a se. ,ucation, 31.3% to stand and appreciate what is
pic practising sports and joining leading books, newspapers and beautiful, and to distinguish
the various sports clubs, 5 times, magazines, 1.3 /0 to listening to what js rca]jy valuable in art from
and the number of amateur the radio and watching television, what is spurious.
actors 1 2 times ” and 21.2% to visiting the cinema,

JT’ clubs, etc. “What do you dream about,
Similar changes came about T. reirnjnjn„ frPP time what do you do in vour free

at other factories also after the 1C rcmaimnS tree time is . ■ question was put
introdiirtion of the slmrtnr spent on community work, enter- , 4 T.VV ,mtioduction ot the shorter t£inj visitol.s vjsitin« friends by the newspaper, “Moskovskaja
working day. , . Pravda” to the workers of theand relations, games and relaxa- ’ 1 j .
Women’s Interest tion. “Hammer and Sickle Metallurgi-

, . , cal Plant. I give below some of
ft is interesting to see how On the day olf, the amount the answers rereived

the increase in free time affected of free time is 1.6 to 1.9 times
women workers by strengthening greater than on a working day, V. Ivanove, stoker, thermal
their interest in study, self- and the amount of time spent in power department : “1 am an
education, community work etc. reading books, newspapers and amateur photographer. I attend 

The Moscow Labour Recearrh magazines, visiting cultural the lectures for photo-reporters at
Institute carried out a study on centres, clubs and cinemas, the Journalists’ Centre. My
the way women workers at watching television and listening ambition is to produce a series
industrial enterprises in Moscow to tIie wireless, and engaging in of documentary photographs
spent their time (the “Krasnyj physical culture and sport is about the work of my comrades
Vostok” Factory and the considerably greater. s _ Vorontsov, rolling-press
“Frezer” Works). The results Six million people in the worker at the “750” mill : “ l
are : USSR combine work with write verses, which are published

Time spent on Study increas- systematic study More than jn newspapers and magazines,
ed from 70 minutes in 1958 to thre1e. of them are I am studying the history of
180 in 1960, showing an increase studying at evening schools for literature. 1 am working on a
of 257%. Time spent “Looking young industrial and agncul- poem about my rolling mill and
after children” and “Needlework tura‘ workers* niy friends and comrades at
increased by 300% ; on Com- It should not, however, be work,”
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D. Frolov head of the organi- Tn Leningrad, for instance, a ties, as a rule, provide concerts, 
zation ot work bureau of the People’s schools of Choreography film-shows, debates and discus-
second open-hearth plant: has been established, besides a sions, and arrange meetings with
everyone has '1IS hobby. I People’s Academy of Dramatic writers, artists, actors and corn-

collect postcard reproduction ol Art, a People’s Conservatoire posers. The students are able
pictures, and books. Collecting and a People’s Philharmonic to see shows and to visit art
these helps me to understand Society, training and polishing galleries and exhibitions,
mor* about painting and litera- the talents and developing the There are now people’s uni- 

_ . creative capacity of manual, versities in the country at which
D. V okovlev, assistant fore- office an<̂ . jntellectual workers, people are studying problems of

man in the section-milling shop : The teaching is given by the science and technology, agricul-
blot long ago I completed the leading specialists in the brunches ture, and educational theory,

techical school course while concerned and the whole system gaining an understanding of legal
continuing my ordinary employ- is based on voluntary (i.e. unpaid) sciences etc 
ment ; I am going in for further service and is free of charge. ’ ’
studv ” More than 4,000 engineers

. Parks of Rest & Culture and technicians from Moscow
in the ^secdon'm!!li rn^sh o lt is now ™usual to find a factories ,are taking evening clas-m tlie section-milling shop. I town jn which there is no D ark ses a t  tlie  cltYs University of
collect stamps and take part in where people can relax and amuse Technological Progress. The
tne work tbe ‘hobbies club’ themselves In the Western courses include radio-electronics, set up at the Palace of Culture. in , . s‘ lrJ Tne western . technioues and theto wilirh rniifWr,.- ' countries, such places are usually c°mputei tecnmques, ana tne
^^ers^nTbooWOTers^el^M ”fS' called “Luna pat ks”, but in the automation of production pro- ungKis an j  oooKiovers Delong. USSR, Parks of Rest and Cul- cesses. The instruction ts given

Where and how is provision ture. And the difference is not by teachers from higher educa- 
madc for meeting all these varied only in the name. In the Soviet tional establishments, and scienti- 
interests and requirements in parks, there are also all sorts bc and teaching institutes make
respect of self-education and the of sideshows and people can their lahoratories available to the
acquisition of knowledge ? dance or listen to light music, people’s university. Much of
Worker’s Clubs and Centres The following, however, is a- -by the practical work is done in the

If we make a dot on a map n? means exhaustive—list of the tactoneSl 
of the Soviet Union for every educational opportunities offered The agricultural universities,
place in which there is an indus- last summer by the Gorky Central whose work is based on the most 
trial or collective farm workers’ Rcst and Culture in advanced forms, are extremely
club, a Centre or Palace of Moscow : cultural university for popular. Here people can study
Culture, we shall find we have ad tbose wishing to add to their the most efficient methods of 
12o,00o' such dots. And this knowledge ; lectures on “ New cultivation and means of raising
does not take into account the developments in science and the productivity of animal hus-
small premises (in lesser centres technology” ; a permanent bandry.
of population) where people Health school ; activities for peo- Tuition at the people’s univer-
come together for leisure-time Ple washing to learn to read sities, as throughout the Soviet
activities,"reading, singin^ danc- music; and an astronomical education system, is provided
ing, attending lectures, and putting observatory. free. It should be mentioned
on shows just as they do in the People’s Universities ? that more than 80,000 specialists
big clubs' and where they are In recent vears a new form lcc'urc at these universities on aable to studv in recent years, a new rorm voluntary basis, charging no fees
' . - • : of leisure-time educational pro- for their services. There are

Soviet clubs offer a variety of vision for industrial workers, 7,000 people’s universities in the
societies and fascinating occupa- peasants and office employees USSR situated in both urban
turns, lectures, film-shows,evening has developed. These are the and rural districts
events and meetings, concerts people’s universities. For the ‘ ‘

cmc games, and sports contests, most part, they were originally . ^  nevv specialized publica-
One ot the distinguishing features set up to popularize the arts. **on was recently launched
oi their work is that relaxation. These universities provide the under the title of fhe Home
education and instruction can all knowledge of the history of People’s University .  ̂ The
be combined. The clubs are literature, drama, the cinema purpose of such hooks is to
open to all. hverything is free and music, and of contemporary assist those who are unable
of charge and everything is developments in all these fields. t() attend a people’s univer-
voluntary. They broaden the outlook and

Life is bringing into being develop the intellect of those In addition to the people’s
rev. bums of cultural work attending them, universities, a great amount of

Besides lectures, the universi- (Continued on page 16)
12



Social Education in Teachers Training Colleges
N.A. Ansari*

/~\NE of the most significant cation Centre prepared and sent (h) Community Development 
factors responsible for the out a questionnaire to 219 such programme’s and Adult
success of educational pro- colleges in May, 1963. Education activities in

grammes in India is the avail- other countries of the
ability of sufficient number of . 9 ne. hundred and fourteen world
qualified and trained teachers and institutions, that is, about 52% ... '
supervisors. In the field of Adult sent their replies. On the basis \m) Jn almost all the
(Social) Education in particular, °fthe replies, the coverage of the .,£e§fs> tk? Lecturers dealing
the paucity of teaching and super- subject ‘Social Education’ in with the subject of Social Educa- 
visory personnel has been very these institutions is as follows : ^on are M.A. s with a B.T. or
keenly felt. The problem becomes ~ K . .. , M- Ed. degree A few of them
much more acute when we consi- n J 50' ?  r th I T  ltU<hed SÛ jê  of ?ocialder the magnitude of the task al RofT J e Syllabi of the Education in their B. Ed. classes
before the Social Fdncatnrc— B.Ed/B.T. degrees mostly as an In two cases, however, retired 
eradication of illiteracy ^ ° f \  Pap,er’ or ^  ‘a special Social Education Offers teach the
among the 76% of our people m 5 C° w  ^  sublet of Social Education in the
being the foremost—and the allotted 50 to 100 marks for this Colleges. 
veryg meagre S ^  avanable in In f 10 “***?  Sf°Cial Civ) The Methods employed
the sector of Social Education. „„UCail0n *orms Pait °^. for teaching Social Education in 
Every possible source for getting .LiriPU ,s,or^ PaPer> . a*most all tbe Colleges have been mentioned 
the much-needed personnel for e • col |®es.’ questions on the as iectUres, seminars, group 
Social Education is, therefore, • P1-*?,0  ̂^ocia Education are set discussions, field work, tours, 
required to be tapped and If either optional or compulsory demonstrations, camps, tuto- 
utilized to the maximum. The PaPers- At me M.Ed. level, as rjais an(j planning forums in 
various Teachers Training Insti- r?Por ed by 5 colleges there is which local Social Education 
tutions in the country present ei fer a.. , 0Pt]0nal paper or a officers also participate,
themselves as important sources Ejrt optional paper on Social .
in thk nnnnprtinn Education. The number of (v) Apart from dissertations

students offering the optional or theses on topics of Social 
One of the functions of the paper, however, is small, average Education at the M. Ed. level. 

National Fundamental Education being 5 students in a college. In a only three Colleges have taken 
Centre winch was established by few colleges dissertations or up research, study or publication 
the Ministry of Education, theses have been taken up in the in the field of Social Education. 
Government of India in 1956 and field of Social Education both at A few of them (3) however 
transferred to the National the M.Ed. and Ph.D. levels. expressed a desire to take up
Council of Educational Research certain Experimental Projects or
uud Training in 1961, is to train (ii) About 30 Syllabi of studies and Surveys on topics 
the key personnel in Social Edu- Social Education used at the relating to Social Education, pro­
cation. In order to perform this B.Ed., B.T. and M.Ed. levels vided they get suitable Research 
function adequately, it was felt have been received. The topics Staff and required financial 
that as a first step the Centre included generally are the : assistance,
should collect information on the , , ., T , , ., ..
subject of -Social Education” (a) Definition, Need and (v0 In reply to the question
offered by various Post-Graduate Concept of Adult (Social How can the N.I .E.C. be o.

t£e°lle8eSt f  EdUCati0n>- “ of° S i  ‘S S ’India so as to sti dy the contents (b) Methods, Techniques and the responses of the Training 
oftheir syllabi forSocia Educa- Agencies in Social Edu- Colleges may be classified as
tion, the popularity of the subject cation. under:

^  (c) Adu,t Literacy (a)”■* Ct‘ . (d) Preparation of teaching Education (10)
In connection with this study and reading materials, (b) Assistance in sponsoring

the National Fundamental Edu- and guiding Research,
------ • „  .  <e) to,? “ ds of teaching Studies and Experimental
Director n i n ™  At]sTari is £,ssi?tan* hteiacy Projects in Social Educa-Director, Literacy Unit, National (ft Use of A V Aids t;,,n
Fundamental Education Centre, New  ̂ '  ° A,V’ AKJSf tion (6)
DeUd' (g) Follow-up of literacy (Continued on page 14)
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Post-Graduate Teachers Training Colleges in India
■ Offering Courses in Social Education at B. Ed. & M. Ed. Levels 

Name o f the Training College Level 13. Graduate Basic T.C. Rajpipla

1. Faculty of Education, Annamalai 14. GovtCollege of Education, Auran-
University> (Madras . M.Ed. gabad (A.P.) B.T.
A G. Teachers College Navrang- 15 . Barahseni College, Aligarh (U.P.) B.T.
pura, Ahmedbad-9 (Gujarat) B.Ed. 16 Shri Mouni Vidyapeeth, Gargoti,

3. Government Training College, - Kolhapur (Maharastra) B.Ed.
Jullundur (Punjab) M.Ed. 17. Govt. Training College, Hyderabad

4. St. Xaviers Institute of Education, (A P ) B Ed
15 Ne\v Marine Ones, Bombay-! I8 Govt‘ t .T. College, Bikaner
(Maharashtra) B Ed. (Rajasthan) B.Ed.

5- ,Inst!tut® of Education, B & L 19 r .g .T. College, Porbander (Guja-
Delhi University, Delhi. M.Ed. rat  ̂ b B Ed

6. Secondary Teachers Training Colie- 20. Department of Education, Muslim B.Ed.,
ge, Sardar Vallabh Bhai Vidya- University, Aligarh (U.P.) M.Ed ,
peelh, Vallabh Vidyanagar, Distt. Ph.D.
Kaira, W. Rly. (Gujarat) B.Ed. 21. Sarvajanik College of Education,

7. Faculty of Education, Meerut Aithwa lines, Surat (Gujarat) B.Ed.
College, Meerut (U.P.) ^.T. 22. Ramakrishna Mission, Basic

8. Bareilly College, Bareilly (U P.) B.T. Training College, Rahara. 2 4 -
9. Digambar Jain College, Baraut, Parganas (West Bengal). B.Ed.

Meerut (U.P.) B.T. „
10. S.N D. Thackersey College for 23. Sadhana School of Educational

Women, Poona—4 (Maharashtra) B.T. Research and Training, Saivod>a
11. S.M. Teachers Training College Swastha Saddab, Agra Road,

Kolhapur (Maharashtra) B.T. Ghatakpaper (West) Bombay 77
12. Vidya Bhawan G.S. Teachers (Maharashtra) B.Ed.,

Training College, Udaipur (Rajas- 24. Thayagarajar College of Precep-
than). B.T. tors, Madurai—9 (Madras). B.Ed.

Social Education in Teachers Training Colleges

(Continued from page 13)

(c) Visits of N.F.E.C. staff Colleges, encouraging Centre is also considering the
to Colleges for lectures, students to take up jobs possibilities of having Co-opera-
Seminars etc. (5) in the field of Social tive Research Projects and orga-

. Education, and includ- nizing Workshops and Seminars
(d) Assistance in the form jng tj,e suj,ject of Social etc. on various aspects of Adult

Grants, Funds, Education in the Ex ten- (Social) Education. The Grants-
Research Fellow-ship etc. sjon servjces Units of the in-Aid Scheme of the National
GO) Colleges etc. (5). Council of Educational Research

(e) S S 'ta f o r m l t io r a b iw  Encouraged by the replies S S a l S ' i T n i i glatest information about received, the N.F.E.C. proposed institutions
the policies and pro- to organize a 4-week Training Jnslltimons-
grammes ot Social tdu- Course in Social Education for The present study is only a
cation, supply of suitable lecturers dealing with the subject, preliminary step in the direction
reading ^materials and and it was heartening to note of a growing realization that the

that many of the Training Teacher Training Institutions in
(f) Assistance by encourag- Colleges felt the need for the the country can and should play

*ng Universities to proposed Training Course and a much more active and bigger
include Social Education welcomed it. Apart from hold- role in the field of Adult (Social)
in the Syllabi of Training iug of the Training Courses, the Education.
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ft
TO1 f iy y i« A t « *  Towards the end of this journal’s objectives to make
* V \ ?  v  I v  W  brochure an attempt has been possible this inter-change of 

made to show the Catholic information.
Education in the State of Maha- church’s contribution to the The magazine broadly con. 
rashtra : India, Bombay, St. educational and social services tains the original theoretical
XaN-ier Inst.tute of Education, m the state of Maharashtra. articles, research reports, notes
I 904. rages 50. _ This booklet is useful and on special devises, techniques

T HIS booklet is about Educa- interesting for those who wish to and unusual applications, abs- 
tion in the State of iiave a general knowledge about tract of articles published else- 
Maharashtra. the history and the system of where, programme evaluation

It gives a brief account of education in the state of data, survey of current literature 
the present system of education Maharashtra. and book reviews, etc.
in the "’hole of Maharashtra Programmed Learning is
comprising y,darbha Marath- Programmed Learning. (Three also important for developing 
wada and Western Maharashtra Issues m a Year), London, countries. The first issue contains 
and the salient points of the Association For Programmed an article entitled “Programmed 
present education code. A des- Learning, pp. 52, xvi. Price: Learning in Emerging Nations”
caption of the administrative -Is (annually). which gives a fairly good account
is aTso given '0'1 ^  PROGRAMMED LEARNING a °J the Problems and possibilities

Statistics' on education from ^  “ J  vcn^ e  of the Asso- Lcar",ng “
1959-61 have also found a T c,atlon T },°,r Programmed developing countries, 
prominent place in this booklet Learning, London is designed This journal will prove help-
There is also a chapter on the t0 Provid1e nevv teaching techni- ful for all those persons who
administration of education in q,ue? tie educationists,, psy- are engaged in the instructions 
Greater Bombay and it has been clloloSlsts and scientists. of others, whether in schools,
beautifully illustrated with the It is extrcmelv imnnrtnnf ! . . ! lry °r ‘he forces, phycho-
help of statistics. Under the all who are working nnH 1 °8'Stj  and the scientists con-

b& .srhas a,so bc”nresearch , and this is one of the j  j Sachdevn
§ ........................... ....... — ............ ...... .... -.......... — .......... .............. .......

«
- A ROLLING "BOON” to the 1

ROLLING TEACHERS. j

M  h  G  H  * 5 m a r k e d  1

quality Slated Roll-Up Black Boards are indeed a “ BOON” to those 
teachers who have to move from place to place and class to class, I
teaching the same subjects over and again to different students of 

I the same standard, for the following reasons :— s

f m m  ^  T!iey. are Hand,y> Portable, any where Hangablc, writeable with 2
|  chalk & erasable with Duster, readable from any angle.

I :,S ^  They have been blessed, recommended and patronised by eminent
i Educationist at home and abroad.« " m

|  (3) They can be had in any desired size. ^
9 2■ t>t ■5 ......................................... ................................... .......... .............. til.. . , 2
f. ^or literature and Testimonials, Please apply to :

| H/» MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., I
i  WplM P. 0 .  Box No. 24, $
j BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDIA.
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Education and Leisure in Soviet Union
(Continued from page 12)

work is being done by the So- The “secret” of Soviet culture and talents will be constantly 
ciety for the Propagation of The Soviet society, is striving extended in the future, when peo-
Political and Scientific Know- to bring up a new type of man, Ple will devote their fre,e time to
ledge. One of the functions of harmoniously combining inteUec- community activities cultural
the Society is to organize public tual richness, moral purity and contacts, the constant lmprove-
lectures for wide audiences, given physical perfection. Every mem- ment. of knowledge, and
by scholars, writers, engineers, ber of the Soviet society has equal creative scientific, technical and
agriculturalists, teachers, doctors, opportunities for creative work artistic work. Physical culture
jurists, and so on. Most of the a£g study. Every member is and sPcOTf Wl11 be,c?mf  an 1"teSral
lecturers give their services on a guaranteed a free and equal Part of the PeoPle s dai'y llfe-
voluntary basis without payment choice of the sort of study and
of fees. In 1961, 12,000,000 specialization to pursue. (From material supplied by Edu-
S ^ . T r e s e „ T a f ^ 0 h0 The facilities offered for the flt/on Clearing House, UNESCO,
lecturers. development of abilities, gifts Paris. __

SO C IA L  EDUC A T IO N  O R G A N ISE R  IN D O -PA K  W O R K S H O P  O N
(Continued from page 6) L ITER A C Y  C A M PA IG N

activities. This quality alone will give total percep­
tion for the various work done in the villages. Joint Indo-Pakistan Workshop for evolving a
Secondly, good human relation is a must tor ^  comprehensive Plan for eradication of illiteracy
people to work together. The SEO is viewed with ig shortly be organised by UNESCO. As a
suspicion by his colleagues and they feel that there first gt both Pakistan and india wfii constitute 
is no necessity for SEO to “prepare the ground nationai study groups on the subject. A Seminar 
since they are also acquainted with extension of thg Indian Study Group will be held in Vigyan 
methods. Good human relations and team work are Bha New Ddhi from September 21 to 26, 1964. 
complementary and if they exist in Block, they will
do the miracle of an Alladin’s lamp ! . cu ; inA senior UNESCO official bhri Khaliq is in 

Above all, SEOs, as individuals, have to share le jsjew t0 make arrangements of the Seminar,
blame. Infiltration of people not having fai i, nor ^  is having consultations with concerned officials 
able to assert before their superiors for a rightful and organisations. On August 7, Shri Khaliq had 
cause, nor haymg a special aptitude for this type ot discussions with some of thc members of the
village work, has diluted the quality of Social Edu- Executive Committee and the Staff of thc Associa- 
cation workers. The Social Education workers have about the organisations of the Seminar,
to visit villages at night to implement their pro­
grammes, because it is difficult to collect villagers
before dusk. They have to camp in the villages at Among these who attended
least once a month, to be able to be closer to Sarvshn J C. Mathur, Sohan Singh, Nekiram Gupta,
thc community. They have to use audio-visual aids T.A. Koshy and S.C. Dutta.
as much as possible. But it is rare sight to see an
SEO carrying these aids. By doing all these, the -----------
SEO can relinquish the quality of self-pity or embit­
tered resignation and accept the challenge posed j £  M A T H U R  R E T U R N S
against their job security.

Social Education has a promising future. Adult ,^ , rDr , n  nf Fvfx-ntivp
Education, Community Organisation, and recreation Q HR1 J.C Mathu a member of the Executive
form the three sides of a triangle which is Social °  Committee of
Education. The Social Education workers arc to be Editorial loaids o S tb
motivated with proper incentives (appreciation, Journais has returned to India after a ten-month
recognition etc.) The State Government’s decision stay m the United Sta.es. wing his stay
about sir future of the SEOs, itself will be an incen- visited important centres of Adult Education acti-
tive for them. Now in some States, uncertainty vities and was attached to the Institute of Inter- 
prevails over this issue, ft is a fervent hope that the national Affairs at the Elarvard University.
SEOs will become an important link in Panchayali
Raj which will embrace 5,55,000 villages in the near Shri Mathur will be writing has impressions of 
future ! his visit in the next issue of the Journal.

Printed and Published by Dharm Vir for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. tnd'aprastha 
Marg, New Delhi. Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Chandni Chowk, Delhi.
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literacy Drive In Mtevelepfiisg
Nations

Chagla Urges Commonwealth Cooperation

ADDRESSING the third Commonwealth Education Conference at Ottawa on August 21, India's 
Education Minister, Shri M. C. Chagla urged the member-nations to accept the principle of 
interdependence in the field of education and make concerted efforts to root out illiteracy 

from their countries. Shri Chagla said that the Commonwealth could set a target and take 
concerted steps to abolish illiteracy from Commonwealth countries and to see that one-fourth ot the 
world’s population had all the benefits and advantages which the modern educational system can yield.

Shri Chagla called for the expansion of Common- teach English and Science was hampering to a 
wealth Scholarships Scheme and emphasised that considerable extent, educational progress he said, 
the exchange of students and educators between the The two_week meetjng was attended by 200 
developing and the developed countries should be representatives 0f 33 countries, 
made a two-way, rather a multi-way traffic. ‘The
main purpose of this conference”, Mr. Chagla said Mrs. Susana Al-Hassan, Ghana Deputy Educa- 
“is to devise ways and means by which the tion Minister, invited the conference to meet next 
Commonwealth countries which have the educa- time in Accra.
tional and technical resources should place them „
at the disposal of those who are still climbing the n A proposal by Mr. Vincent Massey, conference 
ladder ” President and former Canadian Governor-General,

Mr'. Chagla said teacher-training was the first that the 1967 world’s fair facilities in Montreal be 
and foremost problem to be tackled by India, turned into a Commonwealth study centre after. 
The number of boys and girls seeking education had waids was favourab y receive . 
become astronomical. Kenya’s Education Minister, Mr. Joseph Otiende,

Lack of trained teachers in sufficient number to was one of several speakers who stressed the n^blem
of lack of trained teachers.

Mr. Massey said in his prepared Presidential 
Editorial Board address better than talking about the Commonwealth

Dr M S Mehta was the willingness to use it. No better practi­
ce, . ” cal link could be found than in the sphere of
Shri Maganbhax Desai education.

Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
Dr. T. A. Koshy

Shri HP. Saksena. Welthy Fisher Honoured

Published by Mrs. Welthy Fisher, 84 year old founder of
Indian A dult Education Association, Literacy House in Lucknow has been awarded
17-B, indraprastha Marg, New Delhi 1964 Magsaysay award for international

Annual Subscription  understanding, and “for her unstinting
Rs. 6.00 : Foreign $3.50. personal commitment to the cause literacy

Single Copy Re. 1.00  | in India”.



Democracy ̂ Requires f$ass Literacy is Prerequisite of 
&E2F2X2. Economic Development

gurating a conference on Inaugurating the Sardar worked in these institutions were
Community development Pannikar Memorial Lecture at often illiterate and uneducated,

and Panchayati Raj in New Delhi Mysore recently, Dr. V. K. R. V. and added if you want the agri-
recently spoke about enlightened Rao member. Planning Commis- culturist to be associated with
political community, liberty, sion declared that Education has programmes of improved farm-
equality and welfare. He said a dual role. It is necessary for ing and modernisation, it is
that political and economic de- the promotion of economic deve- necessary to see that he is in a
mocracy by themselves were not lopment and for enjoying the be- position to read and understand
all, they must subserve social nefits of economic development. these programmes. Written corn- 
democracy and added “from the p>r Rao emphasised that a munication was more effective
processes of political and econo- certain standard of education than lectures and demonstration.
mic democracy should ema- was essential for the Indian vwn rk  -U ininT,Tt :0 n Schem e
nate the sanctions of a new and population as a whole foraccele- WOrKera JLCUiCdtion .^Uieine
better social order, transforming rating the rate of economic r tPHE Union Minister for
outmoded values and liquidating growth. He refered to the re- Labour and Employment
antiquated social habits”. The moval of illiteracy and said that Shri D. Sanjivayya said in
Vice-President said that these mass ]jteracy and mass education Madurai on August 24, that the 
cannot be expected by mere legis- ;n tiie essentials and fundamen- aim of the Workers’ Education 
lative measures or institutional ta]s 0f science) technology and Scheme was to produce a body 
reform. “Only a new geist, a new iogjc were t[ie’ prerequisites of of workers who understood 
spirit, can usher in such social economic betterment. complications of wage structure,
transformation.” Dr Rao criticised the lack of how wages depended on pro-

Stating that the impending adequate accent on adult educa- ductivity, how strikes affected 
future demands tasks in practical tjon programme which was res- national interests, main provi- 
terms to realise the objectives of ponsible for the failure of several sions of the major labour laws, 
comprehensive development of schemes of agricultural develop- rights and responsibilities of a 
the capabilities of the people, ment, cooperatives and Panchayat worker, his rights and duties as 
development o f efficiency in their Ra; j je sajj the people who a citizen and a trade unionist,
institutions and development of " ------------------ -- and how to run trade unions
leadership, Dr. Zakir Husain The Community Develop- on healthy and constructive lines,
said that there was a need for ment and Panchayati Raj are the He was speaking at a func-
a massive effort at political and best platform wherefrom the basis tion organised by the Workers’ 
social education—education in of democracy can be laid down. Education Centre, at Madurai 
th, wider sense which is more But the scope of the above deve- on the occasion of distribution 
than a mere formal understanding lopment depends upon the quali- of certificates to worker-teachers, 
of issues debated in representa- tative improvement of the indi- Congratulating the workers
tive institutions, something above vidual in the Community, and who had received the certificates, 
an;! beyond the level of immediate on his growth and intelligence the Union Labour Minister said 
. : ' ard current interests. For depends the future of the Indian that their task was not accom- 
t tese reasons, a good majority of Society. plished by securing the certifi-
the llage people tend to lay The Conference discussed cates. Rather, the task had
emphasis on the immediate and Taccavi loan, viability of primary begun now. They had been
1 'c personal. A few of them credit societies. cooperative trained in the methods and
h-dtate to come forward. That marketting, its structure, rural techniques of workers’ educa-
is understandable. The economic godowns, cooperative processing, tion. He expected that each one
under privilege is also psycho- consumers’ cooperative but the of them would start the unit
logical underprivilege. Any basic philosophical issues raised level class in his factory and
scheme to impart political and by the Vice-President were not continue to impart education to
social education to the people faced. The basic issues on his fellow workers.
must reckon these realities. which education should be or- He advised the worker-

Thc Conference later adopted ganised for community develop- teachers to teach their fellow-
a number of proposals and re- ment and Panchayati Raj were workers what their rights and
commendations, which did not not discussed. This is a defect duties were. He was sure that

any cltort to take up a which must be remedied if the the worker-teachers bad been
programme of political and social community development move- taught the modern techniques of
.(Ul 'M ' I ot the people as men- ment is not to continue as an- education such as group iisciiis*
aone; by the Vu-e- lesidem. other official departmental venture, sions, seminars etc,
2



Towards A Literate World
Edgar Dale

HPHE development of world literacy will be a major critical reading required in political or economic 
J- concern for the next decades. Indeed, the great analysis and literary criticism.

demand of people everywhere for access to the World-wide literacy requires adequate motiva-
good things of life makes literacy imperative. One tion and suitable methods and materials. What
of the first steps of most modern dictatorships is to are jjie chances that we can develop the necessary
inaugurate programmes of literacy education. An rigorous, world-wide approach needed to satisfy
industrial state, whether democracy or dictatorship, these requirements ? Let’s look first at motiva-
must transmit difficult ideas by print. tion. Jo suggest that the billion illiterate adults

The reasons for the Big Change ahead are more in the world are eager for literacy instruction is
than economic Illiteracy debases the dignity of only partly true and it is easy to see why.
man. An illiterate person is forever manacled to . , , , ~ . ..
the communications of others, a prey to current '  , If all that was required to have effective literacy 
gossip, rumors, and myths. He has no effective way educat.on was the verbal approval of illiterates, the 
to separate truth from falsehood. vot® would be almost unanimous. But experience

„ , , ,  „ with literacy education shows that it is hard to get
^;le dinVmsions of the problem of making a most adults to come regularly and put in the 200

iterate world are staggering. A UNESCO report hours, more or less, required to reach a fourth-grade
notes that about 900 million people, two-nfths of all jevej 0f reading 
persons above the age of fifteen, are illiterate. Frank ' ‘ ,
Laubach’s book, The Silent Billion Speak, indicates J hc re,asons ?re numerous. Why become literate 
the size of the problem. The UNESCO Chronicle and join the ranks of the literate unemployed? If 
for January 1964 reports that out of 206 million you are dog-tired from working hard in the cane
children in eightyfive countries in Africa, Asia and fif lds al1 daY’ d is  tou§h to t0 an adult ey,eamS 
Latin America, only 110 million, about fifty-five per c|.ass a mde *w° a? aY- If You want a parallel in
cent, were attending primary schools. this country, think of the hundreds of thousands of

0 . people who bought Spanish or French or German
bentnnent and speeches by high-level government records to learn these languages but v soon gave up. 

ollicials will not produce literacy. High purpose plus And these are literate people, 
science and technology are required. Let us see what
we must do if we want lo live in a literate world. The present materials for literacy instruction are

We must first of all define literacy, describe the ?,uite mdcqiate. Thomas J Edwards reported in
behaviours, which characterize the literate person at Tthe Reading Teache, for September 1962 that in 
various phases of his reading development True, Iran A massive lderacy campaign was reactivated 
we can p r e s c r i b e  a  minimum level for literacy, but recently with practically no attention to the deve-
even this needs to be formulated with enough exact- °P™eat of me.th? ds, or ™  em  Wlth wh,ch to 
ness so that we can prepare the needed materials of teach Iraman adults to read’ 
instruction. What does a literacy programme for adults

Let me offer some samples. To find your way require? First, it requires a study of amounts and 
around in a big city—and illiterates flock to them in levels cf literacy within the population. It will be dis- 
every country- you must be able to read maps and covered that many adults are “lapsed” literates. They 
street signs, train or bus schedules, public notices, attended school three or four years, but through 
If you are not to be cheated by the money-lender, lack of practice in reading have lost their reading 
you must be able to read what you have signed, skills. In a study of the iitcracy level of adults 
You must be able to read letters from relatives who receiving public assistance in Cook County, Illinois,
have gone to another country or to the big city. more than 50 per cent tested below the fifth grade

a + „ i;, . , . . .  level in reading and vocabulary, but of these only
later stage of literacy, you must be able to 6 6 per cent had received less than five years of 

read the posters and the bulletins from the agncul- J J . , ..
tural department, the instructions about planting tormai senoo i g.
gardens or marketing crops. You must learn how to Similarly, a study of enlisted men in World 
read the instructions for developing a fisherman’s War II revealed that, among adult illiterates in the
cooperative, buying a jointly-owned motor, market- armed forces, 97 per cent had attended school to
ing your catch. some extent, more than 25 per cent had reached

Not only must you be able to read print but you at least the seventh grade, and almost 5 per eeni
must be intelligently skeptical about what you read, had been in school more than eight years, t ct they 
learn to discriminate between the true and the false, would not read fourth-grade material Obviously 
This is an ability that reaches its highest level in the a massive effort is required to make sure thru
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more illiterates are not actually coming out of the able to read. The profits from farming and improved 
schools. marketing will increase. There are the other rewards

of mastering a new and complicated skill, of being 
Instructional M ateria l able to read important public information. Most

„ ,  . • , » new literate find it rewarding not to have someone
Second, the instructional materials for develop- elSC know their business through reading and 

mg literacy must be sharply improved Their answering their letters 
authors must better identify the progressive levels of ®
desired competencies. They must also identify the Many adults are embarrassed by their illiteracy 
kinds of materials which should be read with ease and do not want to advertise it by going to a school 
and understanding after stated amounts of instruc- at night. Sometimes school children jeer at them 
tion. The instructional time required for high since big adults in little seats seem funny. This is 
levels of reading attainment is suggested by the why seif-instructional materials are important. You 
fact that about half the adults in the United States can learn a great deal by yourself and need consult a 
do not and probably cannot easily read Time, teacher only when you run into difficulties. How- 
Newsweek, Readers' Digest and similar mass circula- ever, the stimulation of group study is important and 
tion magazines. Much of the serious news on page will figure strongly in massive attacks on illiteracy.
one of die newspaper is at the eleventh or twelfth- The United States has been grossly neglectful 
grade level. of an(j callously indifferent to its own literacy pro-

Third, the materials must be experimentally blems. About eleven million adults over the age of 
developed on the assumption that they will be twenty-five have not reached the sixth-grade level of 
almost wholly self-instructional in nature. Indeed, reading, if this is defined as the last grade of school- 
one of the grave weaknesses of reading instructional *n8 which they reached. One-third of the adults 
materials for children is that they are not adequately over twenty-five have not gone beyond eighth grade, 
programmed. They do not usually move in easy The average white man is an eleventh-grader; the 
steps to progressively higher levels of complexity. average Negro is an eighth-grader.
M-?iSSj V-1 camPaiSns aim<:d increase adult literacy If programmes of re-education such as that 
will fail if they do not develop and use self-instruc- lanned for Appalachia are to SUCceed, a revolution
tional materials This would be imperative even if fn educational methods must take place. Not only 
instructors for illiterate adults were available, which mmt fhere be Ieadership in bringing all adults to a
they arc not. minimum level o f sixthgrade or even higher, hut
A|j|s libraries of inexpensive paperbacks must be developed

which translate hard ideas into clear and interesting 
To this self-instructional approach should be reading. 

added further instruction and stimulation by radio, x . , , , ,
by inexpensive hand-operated phonographs, by These series might include several books on each 
television, motion pictures and filmstrips The of the following topics: everyday economics (includ- 
suggestion that we can teach adults to read by inS Perso.nal business), getting and holding a job, 
using television or radio alone is highly debatable, our American heritage, human relations geography 
but these technological tools can be unusually help- a”d trave*> t^e ^ ates of our Union, bringing up 
ful adjuncts to literacy instruction. children, home-making and others. The wilting

should be of the quality and tone found in the best 
Fourth, no programme of literacy education will children’s magazines, school papers, and family 

succeed unless there is a planned development of encyclopaedias. This means that it must be clear, 
material for the semi-literates to read after finishing interesting, and not written down, 
their “formal” instruction.

. But book literacy is not enough. Appalachia
In most countries there is little or no such offers a remarkable opportunity for dramatically 

material. Literacy Village at Lucknow, has a school illustrating the systematic use of all modern media to 
for training the writers of such materials and they rajse the economic and educational level of an 
have produced a library of considerable size. But entire region. We could develop an educational 
(he literate elite groups in most countries have TVA which exemplified the best ways to conserve 
shown little understanding or interest in the prepara- and develop human resources, 
tion of easy reading materials for the newly literate.

Government agencies need to make certain that c There aie three good reasons why the United
public information is put at the simplest level which State8, the,Unded Radons, and UNESCO should be
does not distort meaning and that there is an ample and active,y concerned about world iteracy.
supply of easy-to-read pamphlets, newspapers, First, we want everyone to live a nch fu filled life, 
books, and government reports Second, we need the personal growth that comes

from commitment and dedication to a worthy ideas. 
Fifth, learning to read must be rewarded. There Third, world literacy is an investment in man that

can be me explicit reward of reserving jobs for those will pay rich social and economic dividends.
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Per Capita Cost @ 1  Adult Literacy
in Smdca

* By N. A. Ansari and K. B. Rege

W ^ IL B  drawing up and con- Southern Region adult literacy classes for equip'
sidering plans for eradica- Kerala ment etc. For working out this
tion or illiteracy m the Madras cost, it may, however, be pointed

country, one or the most Mysore out that the duration of a literacy
important questions raised is Andhra Pradesh class has not been taken into
‘How much does it cost to make Centre! Redon account. The duration of a

a person literate ? An attempt , 7 ™  negion literacy class varies from State toIns Ueen made to estimate the Madhya Pradesh literacy ciass varies irom M ate to
has been made to estimate the Tittar Pradesh State and also from time to time
per capita cost to facilitate, as Bihar according to the nature of orga*
far as possjble, realistic calcula- nization of the literacy work. The
tion of the amount needed for In order to work out the standards of achievement also
organizing literacy programmes. estimates, the procedure adopted differ from State to State but the

For the purpose of this Study, )vas *° collect information regard- literacy course is generally 
the whole country has been jpg the number of adults made divided into two stages in almost 
divided into five regions, namely, literate in an individual State ap thc States of the country. The 
the Eastern, the Western, the during a particular period and per Capita Cost that has been 
Southern, the Northern and the *, *°ta* exPer>diture incurred on worked out for making a person
Central. It was noticed that the tae . efacy Programme (generally literate is the cost of making him 
per capita cost varies widely in consisting of remuneration to complete the first stage of literacy, 
different regions mostly accord- teachers, contingencies and cost no matter what time he took for 
ing to patterns of recruitment of ® essential teaching materials) the samei 
the teachers and the system of the same period. Wherever
payment to them; the minimum This information was not avail- After obtaining these esti- 
cost of teaching material supplied ab'e *or literacy work separately, mates for individual States the
to the literacy classes and total expenditure on Social averages for the five different
contingencies provided for them, Education was taken into regions were worked out. During 
however, remain almost the same account. The assumption was the period from 1947 to 1951 
throughout the country. While * Social Education pro- these averages for the different 
demarcating these regions, the gramme was mostly concerned regions were found to be as 
principle of contiguity of the Wlt 1 Adult Literacy. The esti- follows :
different States in the country rel f q s f X ?  isT e  $  The Eastern Regionwas kept in view. uieyeai 10 ivor, mar is, me „ 19 66

The following table indicates period soon after the emergence w  D .
the five regions and the States of the new comprehensive concept (») The Western Region
which constitute them. Social Education. This
K . assumption would be valid to a (iii) The Southern Region

egf0n“ considerable extent as the pro- Rs. 7.89
Eastern Region gramme of Community Develop- . . XI , „
West Bengal ment had not come into force (IV) The Northern Region
Orissa upto this time and Social Educa- Rs'
Assam tion was not an activity of Com- /v) The Central Region
Western Redon miinity Development Blocks. Rs. 13.30
l LSJ . , . f  Also during this period, the .
Ma.naias ■- literacy programmes really form- A point to be noted in this
Crujaiat ed |.jie core activity of the connection is that some of the
Rajasthan Social Education programmes, regions have not taken into
Northern Region In cases where information account the expenditure incurred
Punjab was not available for literacy by. them on supervision, direction
Delhi work separately, wherever and office establishments. This
Jammu & Kashmir possible, separate estimates of is invariably the case in those

— ~ ~  . cost of literacy were worked regions where the per capita cost
LiteracV Unit'and S ^ g e l s S ^  - out. on lhc basis of Per is very low Had this expenditure
tor, Adult Literacy, Nation.nl Funda- capita payments made to the been considered, the cost would,
mental Education Centre, New Delhi. teachers and grants given to the have definitely been higher.
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During this period from 1947 amount needed for adult literacy lions stated above, a mention
to 1951, the All India Per Capita programmes in the country at must be made here of a special
Cost for making an adult literate this time or in the immediate limitation that we have not taken
was found to be Rs. 12.44. For future. A per Capita Cost of into account, namely, the recent
comparative estimate, similar about twenty rupees may, thus changes in the pattern- of the
figure for the next year 1951-52 be considered as adequate. organization of literacy work,
was also worked out and it w'as \ye are conscious of the fact especially that of Gram Shikshan 
found to be Rs. 14.44. that the Study suffers from many Mohim of Maharashtra State.
. These estimates relate to the limitations—absence of consi- These estimates are based on the

period 1947-51 for which the deration of the standard of attain- old pattern of organizing scatter-
figures were readily available. In ment, follow-up activities and literacy classes as was current 
view of a steady rise in the price- lack of valid and reliable in the year 1947 to 1951. It is
structure in the country during statistics—to name a few of them; likely that this per capita cost
the period that followed, at least but it is an attempt to put at one will be reduced considerably if a
a definite rise of about 50 per place the data readily available state wise intensive literacy
cent over these estimates may be on the subject. campaign is organized on the
allowed while calculating the Besides some of the limita- pattern followed in Maharashtra.

Table Indicating D etails of Calculation for different regions
S r .  R e g i o n a l  v N o .  o f  a d u l t s  T e a c h e r ’s  -  T o t a l  P e r  c a p i t a  „ ,
N o .  &  S t a l e  ^ L<1 m a d e  l i t e r a t e  S a l a r y  % 1  e x p e n d i t u r e  C o s t  R e l e v a n t  R e f e r e n c e s

I- Eastern Region

!. West Bengal 1950-51 3725 — — Rs. 96240.00 Rs. 28.85 All India Report of SE for
1947-5 J.

2. Orissa 1949-51 43879 — — Rs. 490432.00 Rs. 11.14 All India Report of SE for
1947-51.

3. Assam 1949-51 34824 — — Rs. 664000.00 Rs. 19.66 All India Report of SE for
1947-51

Average : Per Capita Cost for the region Rs, 19.66
II- Western Region

1. Maharashtra 1950-51 114590 Rs. 4.00 Rs. 5.00 -  Rs. 9.00 All India Report of SE for
per adult per adult 1947-51 : Ministry of Edu­

cation 1954.

2. Gujarat 1950-51 2593 — — Rs. 25617.53 Rs. 9.87 All India report of SE for
1947-51. Ministry of Edu- 

• cation 1954

3. Rajasthan 1948-51 50845 -  -  Rs. 376248.00 Rs. 7.50 All India Report of SE for
1947-51.Ministry of Edu­
cation 1954.

Average Per Capita Cost for the Region : Rs. 8.79

Special data for certain areas in this Region

1. Bombay 1962-63 10756 — — Rs. 102420-29 Rs. 9.85 Bombay City Social Educa­
tion Committee

Annual Report—1962-63.
2. Rajkot Divi- 1958 36800 Rs. 11576.00 Rs. 21240 00 Rs. 137000.00 Rs. 3.75 Report on Adult Literacy

sion Literacy Drive in Rajkot Division.
Drive.

Ill—Northern Region

1. Punjab 1949-51 14547 -  ’ -  Rs. 400448.00 Rs. 26.67 All India Report of SE for
1947-51.

1950-51 2296 -  -  Rs. 65840-00 Rs. 30.00 All India Report of SE for
1947-51.

3. Jammu & Figures not available.
Kashmir

(Continued on page 14)
6



The Environment of Adult Education in U.S.A.
By J. C. Mathur

A DULT Education in a prosperous and modern contemptuous of this kind of popular culture on 
^  society like the United States is not just a series mass media. Suspicion [of popularization of cul- 

of campaigns or a bunch of programmes, ture accounts, to some extent, for the growth in 
Campaigns and programmes for specific situations recent years of Educational Television. E.T.V. as 
and regions are undertaken. But primarily adult it is called, does not just provide formal courses of 
education is beginning to permeate the atmosphere study for obtaining credits or degrees and diplomas, 
that conditions peoples’ behaviour and thoughts. Its more important aspect is the chain of pro­
o f  course the value system in that society is diffe- grammes on cultural, scientific and current affairs— 
rent from that in ours and so the moral content of mostly superior in content, elevated in tone and 
these influences is also different. But the transmission conservative in presentation. In other words these 
of knowledge and information and the stimulus for are “egghead” programmes. Visits to museums and 
analysing new facts and relating them to ones own art galleries, group discussions of social problems, 
problems these processes are continuous and ever- presentation of classical plays, relays of symphony 
present in the social environments of present day orchestra, news analyses by specialists—these are 
American society. examples of E.T.V., programmes which command

I noted that social environments in America loyal tll0Ugh limited numbers of viewers among 
include several other things, besides the family, and intellectually inclined persons. E.T.V. accepts no 
professional and neighbourly circles. The Television advertisements and subsists upon subscriptions from 
is an important and influential part of one’s surroun- devoted viewers and grants by Foundations and 
dings and for many, it is a more significant point Universities. This is true of the non-commercial 
of reference, a more constant source of information radio also-
than friends or schools. Of course most of the T , . .
“ information” is imparted as a fringe to adver is- ,  tC°.uId *hus sce * *  ™d,° a telcvisl0,n Promote__ .• • l, adult education m USA m four ways; first, some
some nnsitivolv hormful " a |10,nifs ^us misleading, 0f the popular advertisements are displayed in suchsome positively harmful. A lot of nonsense about n manner that thev imnart information ahont
drugs, detergents and cosmetics is put over the tele- * ?  u , they impatt information about vtdon Vonnn- U . . ‘ 5 . recent technology and life. Secondly, commercial
t i i  'ren ts to hnvtimm J0 cd JTnt° J 01.c,nS services of the more respectable kind make it a point

,*■ . ip ,m m L l!,,u •„ u-°?S' N,°Vv y 1S a to insert in their popular programmes bits of informa-
} , V ! ' y 1 v‘ ia i P*oduction and tion attractively “packed” and lively discussions of

employment depend upon new demands from con- current issues „n,i nersnna]iries Thirdly
sumers, this craze for novelty is the main source of r f  , 1  ?  eo  Pê S0"alltICS-r> \  ■ V , like the third programme of B.B.C. the non-comrner-

n Iti rn 1 f  T e l l i o  1  f  the pr0Cess of b,gh: cial Educational T.V. and radio provide plenty of
hv scientific fnn n •.iimic'' . es. new imaSes created material for enriching the minds and taste of intelle-

S S a  V,e" ’“ S b,,S 0f kn0W- prospects in employ,,e„t are rcf , ,L „  Pro ad-
e ° cast and supplement educational facilities available

These aie however, only marginal benefits and in institutions. The first three functions are similar 
the superficial character of commercial T.V. and to that of Katha-vachaks and shrines in old times in 
radio have begun to cause anxiety. Consequently India with the additional advantage that the Katha is 
a number of programmes on current affairs, on available in ones’ home, and the pictures and sculp- 
museums, on art, scientific progress etc. are occa- tures that greeted devotees in temples can be seen 
sionally thrown in. Of course such items arc dressed within the small frame in one’s home ! 1 hus T.V.— 
and garnished to suit popular taste, and to save hard radio are inseparable from the day to day process 
thinking to viewers. I saw Malcolm Muggeridge of living and learning.
(former editor New Statesman) appear for a few The printed word is also an integral part of the 
minutes m a variety shovv, a satire on contemporary ethos Qf  a socicty that has such a  high percentage 
w'ritmg in a Bob Hope show, a glimpse of the folk of literacy. But most American newspapers are not 
and traditional music and dances o( Indonesia in jn t[ie same way informative and educational as  
a Danny Kaye show, and so on. Any number of some newspapers in India. The New Yrrk 7V.. ,. 
play on problems of hospitals and schools have the Christian Science Monitor and newspaper of that 

income popular serials and without meaning to be rcpresent an exception to the common run
° ' hav;eilinitiated the avcraS° ViCWer mt0 Mostly newspapers are distinctly local in their

i ricacies of these institutions. content and outlook and depend largely upon acncr-
Harvard University where I was working is tisements for their income. Many have the house-
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wife in mind when selecting items for display. It is tematic self-education material to people such as 
true that sales-promotion often enables newspapers “Life time Reading Plans” and “Art Seminars at 
to carry informative material. But much of it is Home.” At small cost and remaining at home one 
superficial. Of course the book-trade advertisements gets programmed material for self-education, fine 
may sometimes finance special supplements on litera- prints of great works of art, high quality recordings, 
ture. There is plenty of material on beautiful and and specially selected or written books. The econo- 
interesting places, accounts of which are published mics of publication forces publishers of magazines to 
side by side with advertisements of hotels, air device ways and means of reaching as large a pur- 
companies and beach-wear. Publicity of new chasing public as possible—irrespective of their 
gadgets leads to articles about latest scientific earlier background. Devices such as trade-stamps, 
developments. free gift of pictures, date-lines for concessional rates

TT ., . -r, . .. etc., are freely resorted to and the whole gamut ofHowever, the more significant matter in news- modern salJ man's tactics comcs into f  in the
papers is the open discussion of current pubhc issues fie]d ofculture. Much ofjt may bc 1(£ keyd u 
particularly those of interest to.the locality in which with horror b thosc who wishy t0 preserve the 
a newspaper has circulation. Thus when the fluon- integrity of cultural heritage and who £re afraid of 
dization of drinking water was under consideration the §iluyion or ec]ipse of tge real va]ues of art culture 
of die corporation all Massachusetts newspapers and even know]ed Fc. That such dillItion (not eclipse) 
published well-written informative articles about the • t . Ua , • . d , i \
scientific and historical aspects of fluoridization. The “J F  “ f  ™ ° f d nTn ’ , thr0l,Sll01Jdisclosures regarding die nneration of the secret hlstory a compromise of standards has accompanied

. r ° . .. , attempts to carry noble messages or beauteous formssociety of criminals—the Mafia set journalists to do Je . „ s <~, . c T.
research into the antecedents of such societies and largc sectors of humanity. Compromises of this research into the antecedents ol such societies and kmd are not so much frau2bt w;tb danger as is the
ways of criminals. Every sensation is a peg on which ■ 6 lf , . b ,, ...
to haim scores of facts and figures And in that aPPearance of a widening gulf between the elite to hang scores or tacts and figures. And in that cu]ture and th of]jfe 0f the ordinary people. I
society there is no dearth of sensations A new sat- had intcd to thj* menace in western societies in
teilite, a programme of urban renewals d.sclosures m £ cture at the World Adult Education Confer-
regard.ng commercialization of funerals a new ex- J  Montreal in 1960. Therefore, much as I prefer
pcriment in para-psychology the visit of a foreign for myse]f the iet urbanc and ^ ature refrains of
dignitary,-anything will do for columnists to raise ^  cuh[ as a belicver in adl!,t education
controversy and for articles to be published empha- forsfa numbe j cannot but welcome the ..
sising different points of view. Involvement of the . :n: ’ T ,
average citizen in the controversy is the clear aim. “  ^  f 1 f self-education which mass- 
Moreover the citizen also feel compelled to keep PS  J n w’ . f amoPho$  rtecords’
upto date. Unlike the British, Americans are talka- K  ’ir • P Y ’ h&S
tive and communicative and one can’t always talk S  A • T t '
about the weather ! Housewives do not rest content b ' , , ' 5 P1. LCnf  ̂ m ncat ia
with small talk. And so the latest sensation in news- * *“ J n f  a Z ° ]J- f t the few over *hc
papers particularly if it relates to local happenings £ thf  Nationil opinfoir Research C c i t r e ^  the 
becomes the starting point of a learning process- UnivCrsity of Chicago 8.96 million people have 
howsoev r supei icu . been c]1gagcd jn infoirna] self education in USA.

There is also the factor of prestige symbol in " c ’n i.ndia should rush to conclusions for
keeping upto date. But the “prestige symbol” moti- ourselves on this basis, let me state clearly that the
vation is more apparent in respect of books. In contribution of commercial enterprise to informal
most homes that we visited books were displayed in admt education and larger access to the fruits of
drawing rooms (“living rooms” as they are called in culture could be possible in a society which does
USA). This aspiration has been facilitated by the £o t !?. liP?n commercial enterprise with suspicious
numerous Book Clubs (another commercial venture) hostility and some contempt as_ in India. In USA
of which the membership enables one to acquire U^ay salesmanship is the prevailing environment. All
popular or famous books on nominal initials pay- around the average citizen is the noise and bustle
ment but with a longer liability for regular purchases °* “ie mar, place. The departmental store, the
of new issues. Of course the revolution of paper- super market, the newspaper and the T.V., the
backs has been a momentous step in the democrati- neon-lights—among these_ one moves like fish in
zation of culture. Paper-back (though still expensive water- It is hard to conceive of a process ol learn-
by Indian Standards) are a triumph of modern book or expression or communication without using 
production and publication-economics, and have the terms of salesmanship. You sell ideas like any
pm within access of people of moderate means, the °ther saleable commodity. New, this may sound 
most popular and some of the better works. strange to our ears but it is not quite so. Besides it

. . . . . .  . is tiie idiom that is understood there, that comes
Mass production and circulation of books has handy for any worthwhile project. Near the

become pai t of a giowing process of self-education. Niagara Falls, there is a drug store full of all
This process has manifested itself in offers of sys- manner of goods and curios, some spurious and
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some genuine. The proprietor an enterprising young or simplistic philosophy” . Therefore American 
man, has worked out an ingenious way to push up Universities stepped into this field as the upholders 
sales. On the (op of the store he has put up a of more formal adult education. Adult Education 
kind of animated museum-cum-panorama depicting programmes of American Universities are however 
through models, animated shows and pictures, the not confined to liberal education as are the “W.E.A.- 
early geology and anthropology and recent history cum-Oxford” programmes of U.K. But they 
of the Niagara Falls. I found it to be a fine example resemble them in their desire to build up high 
of audio-visual education for adults and young people standards, in the employment of wholetime staff 
alike. It is attractive and colourfully advertised, and in their insistence upon serious-mended 
Tourists are drawn in and pay for admission. Of approach to reading, writing, discussion etc. The 
course, the Store has more customers than before. Extension Departments of American Universities are

Moreover, the atmosphere of curiosity, excite- a ?est™.ony. to tbe constructive interest taken by 
ment and self-education encouraged by commercial umvers'tles, “  contemporary social change. They 
activities supplements the activities of local com- organize wholet.me courses evening classes, regular 
munity organizations almost throughout USA. This cr,edl.ts courses. They invite groups from industry, 
is another feature of American society that we in ^ministration and communities and organise 
India should try to understand. Local churches Purposeful seminars Universities have ceased to be 
have played a formative role in American history, cloistered premises but are m the mam stream of Me
Humanitarian work among members of the church H.yl.ng f° glve, ]t direction.. The nnpa _ o
was a Christian duty and that in turn led to Educa- University on the community is perceptible m small
tional programmes, crafts exhibitions, dramatics, dling3t and blg; Harvard (where thf  ExtenS101 
study-groups, and other cultural activities. Small department is by no means as extensive asm
towns and localities in larger ones are full of all kind Chicago and California) prides itself on its emphasis
of organized community bodies, some based on ^  learning no matter vvhat the age. I saw numerous
religion, some on racial elements (immigrants from auditors (listening students) of middle ages m 
various European countries), some professional and several classes The Harvard Business School
vocational. These informal groups are basically organ^ ets s*ud,e.s , for ™ddIe. mana§emen grouP>
local and noncommercial. They arrange lectures! aged 30 35 and for advanced management groups
seminars and discussions. They mobilise opinions of 40 to 45 years, after these executive hav
of their members on current issues. They organise experience in he practicn1 world of bus ness The
social gatherings and festivities. In short they Radcliffe College for Women m Harvard has a bac^
provide a forum in which the ordinary people can to^ ho01 movement for h^sewives and young
seek the fulfilment of their personality through ™ tber\  Thek a,m 15 a P1V tD- / ? r ”10tthcr ,â r
expression and participation in purposeful activity. S f  e d tS ® ^ in ° U  S’.A I s  a

Mass media, commercial enterprise and local basic factor in the American keeness for the orienta-
group-activities—these three are outstanding ele- tion and strengthening of leadership in all aspects of
ments in the social ethos of present day American life. In a highly competitive society, (as well as
society which constitute the sources of informal because of the ever-present challenge from commu-
adult education. But some authorities question the nist society), training for leadership is no longer a
claim of an informal process to the term ‘education.’ preliminary operation. If one is a leader in any
S.G. Raybould has in this context in a recent lecture profession or activity one is'ever on probation.
(University Adult Education and Social Change— Horizons of knowledge are constantly widening and
Syracuse) quoted with approval these strong words a person in responsible position has to keep upto
of Cardinal New'man : ‘‘All I say is, call things by date. Above all he has to avoid the pitfalls of
their right names, and do not confu e together ideas excessive specialization. It is in facing these pro-
which are essentially different...Recreations are not blems that executives, opinion-leaders and other who
education, accomplishments are not education. Do have been described as the “attentive public arc
not say the people must be educated when after all being assisted by Universities Extension programmes,
you only mean amused refreshed, soothed, put into The Extension departments of the University of 
good spirits and good humour, or kept fiom vicious California, at Los Angeles that l visited, organises
excesses. I do not say that such amusements such numerous Discussion and Lecture - Discussion pro-
occupations of mind aie not a great gain ; but they grammes which though informal in comparison with
aie not education. formal courses for adults in United Kingdom seem

Universities in USA have become aware of their to provide opportunities for serious and systematic
responsibility towards society in this respect. They study of topics. Informal Discussion groups are
have seen how the leisure which technology and conducted under the guidance of a University,
automation has provided is behind the spontaneous trained and well-informed discussion leader. The
processes of culture and self education and they are leader’s function is to create maximum opportunities
troubled by the fear that culture might be threatened for relevant and productive discussion. 1 hi is done
by “facile art, second rate science, conformist ethics not by lecturing or offering opinions, bui through
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stimulating questions that help participants in explor- way the University was able to provide for the pitt­
ing major issues and aspects of the subject. Specially fessional people a larger mental setting to then
prepared reading material is also provided to them, otherwise routine duties.
The Lecture-discussion classes are different. They To a visitor from a developing country (and per-
combine brief informative lectures with discussion of , s from Europe), it is surprising to be told that 
the issues _ raised. The lecture is given by a well Universities are-able to realize fairly substantial fees 
qualified instructor, selected for his professional ^  tbese acjUlt education programmes. The usual 
training and rich background in the particular ^  jn tbe University of California is 2 dollars per 
subject. In addition a seminar type discussion is ]ecture and for Discussion programme a consolidated 

• conducted in which the subject is pursued in greater ^  ^0j]ars for about a dozen meetings. Though 
depth by means of questions put to the instructor responses vary> the fact that most programmes have
and the exchange of opinions with each other and thg optjmum number of paying participants shows
through the assignment of relevant readings. Groups people consider adult education worth their
can be formed any time and meetings can be held m w^iie> Sometimes their employers provide the sup-
homes too. The list of the programmes offered p o r t jng funds for their participation. But the sup-
convinced me of the earnest and substantial nature js never fuu and therefore every such pro­
of the studies. “Contemporary Moral Issues^ gramme involves some monetary sacrifice on the
“Exploring the Universe, “Issues of the Sixties , tbe jncjividual not necessarily followed by
“Current Art,” “The Law and Contemporary £ubsequent monetary gain. All this arises from the 
Society, “The Common Market m Work politics,  ̂ fact that in American Society today the majority is 
“Modern Drama, these are only some of the topics tbe middle class. This middle class has high income, 
on each of which comprehensively planned courses a high standard of living and a high degree of moti- 
have been presented with success. The University vatj“n for self-improvement. In such a society
has special projects for Community Discussion- (where the connotation of middle class is dilferent
Leadership training and the training foi discussion rroin that in ours) there is no problem of moliva- 
leaders. The technique of organising group dis- tjon 
cussion has been raised to a professional level and
the University employs whole time staff tvho have But let it not be forgotten that America has a 
mastered this technique. I read some material on minority of the poor too, poor not in the image of
the principles of Discussion Leadership and could see the abject poverty of India’s millions but men who
why adult education has a new effective though have got shoved into the backwaters of an otherwise
sophisticated tool in this technique. Above all I was dynamic and prosperous society because of the relent-
impressed by the variety and type of persons who less operation of automation, because of 'want of
joined the courses. There is a useful dialogue education and of political and social disabilities,
between public officials, university scholars and The anomaly has been vividly described in these
leaders from the community. In a programme on words by Paul Johnson in a recent article. “The
“America and the Developing Nations” there Sick Giant” in the New Statesman, “In America
were 26 participants from the community and these- today we have........40 million dispossessed crushed
included an engineer, a newspaper editor, a museum beneath the weight of a complacent and prosperous
curator, a doctor, a television news director, 5 men mass who enjoy a standard of living unprecedented
from management, two from labour (a printer and a in history”. Unemployment in 1948 was 2.6%, it
labourer) two teachers, a public relations executive, rose to 6.1% in 1961-62 even though the lower
a writer-producer, an actor, four lawyers, a university middle class norm in USA now is two houses and
faculty member, two social workers, a legal secretary three cars per family. Though agricultural produc-
and two housewives. tion has increased 135% within 15 years, the num-

, . . .  . . , TT . ber of agricultural workers has gone down by 40%.
1 hesc details of participants shows how Univer- y be sjgnjjjcant point is that automation in agricul-

sities are trying to enable opinion leaders in various ture and industry eliminated precisely those who are
aspects of life to enrich their minds and to have ]east able to find any alternative employment because
purposeful discussion and explorations about matters tj are wjthout (be basic academic equipment to
not necessarily within the orbit of their professional acqujre industrial skills.
work, but of relevance to them as progressive H . .
citizens capable of leadership. In the University of This minority of the eliminated and the mccham- 
Chicago where the Extension Department has a cally illiterate is a challenge to American adult edu-
splcndid building both for residence of participants cation because, until recently, its needs were not in
and seminars etc., the emphasis is upon courses for the forefront. Of course, some institutions like the
persons in particular professions. Thus 1 met a Tuskegee Institute located in the southern State ol
group of Agricultural Extension Worker and County Alabama which 1 was able to visit, have maintained
Agents who were undergoing a short course of self- close contact with the situation of the poor and the
study some even hoping a present theses for a degree, handicapped. The Negro Community round about the
Another group was of nurses attending a series of Tuskegee Institute is able to make use of the result of
seminars on certain sociological problems. In this the research on practical problems of agriculture and

I
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animal husbandary carried on in its laboratories, only too easily assailed as being a departure from the
They avail themselves of the facilities provided in policy of free enterprise.
units like the fruit preservation and canning depart- ' ... ... #
ments. Above all agricultural extension work in
that part of Alabama State has its headquarters Often during visits observation and discussions 
based inside the University. Training courses in in U.S.A, I was tempted to visualize the transplan- 
improved agricultural practices are conducted jointly tation of some of their adults education practices 
by the extension staff and that of the Institute. The into our country. But to be indiscriminately imita- 
Tuskegec Institute has shifted emphasis from eleman- tive would be obviously futile. It maybe more 
try crafts to more ccrtnplex industrial operations and rewarding to try to understand the link between the 
management techniques. The object now is to so social environment—particularly the problems gene- 
equip the Negroes as to enable them to occupy posi- rated by social change and technology—and adult 
tions of responsibility in modern establishments. education. In a different historical process we too

However the task of preventing 1 /5th of the are face to face with problems of social change 
population from being condemned to frustration and occasioned by political freedom and economic transi- 
non-participation in a prosperous society is too huge tion. But these problems are not yet the direct 
to be tackled in a fragmentary manner. Realizing motivations behind our adult education programmes, 
its magnitude, the Federal Government has adopted I doubt if the link will be established only by means 
a major programme of “War on poverty” in which of governmental programmes and initiative. In 
the training in modern technology (and prior to that U.S.A. Universities, local communities, media of 
the provision of the basic academic equipment) for mass communications, publishers, manufacturers of 
adults and those who have fallen out of regular gramophone records, agricultural unions and a host 
schools, is an important feature. The project has of other non-governmental organisations are actively 
immense potentiality and will be of great interest to involved in the task of educating the adult citizen, 
underdeveloped societies. It is an undertaking in Often the involvement is out of mixed self-interest : 
which the goals of economic development and of often it arises from the desire to make more money 
mass-scale education and training go hand in hand and profit. But the ultimate result is that the 
and the two justify and support each other. In actual environment in which the average man moves is char­
working the ‘ War on poverty” will have to steer ged with educational sparks. Though sometimes these 
clear of political manipulations. In a competitive sparks may appear to be little more than the glitter 
society a programme designed to buttress and sup- of fire-works they all have some light to give and a 
port a handicapped section of the community can be few undoubtedly aie full of life-sustaining energy.
.  o S.I0--0 a o i  o o io lu iu a n i i i i t i i i i i i i i in  sniiJli;o< o no i. iiiiiia iiih ii' ..s . i ..it:o: s '• ii111:■ : a:-1;n * s i : i i i i i iM ii< B ii i i i i i i i i i iu ii i i i i i l i l !li ia i ii ii i: ia n i' BiiiuaiiBM iiiiiis si i v i  .s 9 1  i  t ,
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1 A  R O L L IN G  "B O O N ” to  th e

R O L L IN G  TEACHERS. f

“ N I E G H ”  MARKED j

quality Slated Roll-Up Black Boards are indeed a “ BOON” to those 
teachers who have to move from place to place and class to class, 
teaching the same subjects over and again to different students of |

I the same standard, for the following reasons :—

|  •'*f (1) They are Handy, Portable, any where Hangable, writcable with
|  chalk & erasable with Duster, readable from any angle.

(2) They have been blessed, recommended and patronised by eminent 
1 1 •’ Educationist at home and abroad.
• *
1 (3) They can be had in any desired size.
m  **5 "

^  ... For Literature and Testimonials, Please apply to :

I Mis MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., i
I  I .  o J  P. O. Box N o. 24,
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Renewal in §©eS®tfies and M©nn
John W. Gardner *

EDUCATION looks to the future, and is inevit- Concern with decay and renewal in societies must 
ably an attempt to shape the future. Today the give due emphasis to both continuity and change, 
road ahead is clouded by the danger of nuclear Peter Drucker has wisely said that in a world buffet- 

war, and the enormity of the threat blocks our ed by change the only way to conserve is by innovat- 
vision. We have the difficult task of facing the threat ing. We can turn the saying around and assert that 
and at the same time looking beyond it. If we fail innovation would be impossible without certain 
to look beyond it, if the long-term future loses all kinds of conserving. The scientist in his laboratory 
reality for "us, then educational strategies degenerate may seem to be the personification of innovation and 
into "spasmodic responses to the alarms of the change, yet he functions effectively because of certain 
moment—as thev have today. deeply established continuities in his life. As a

If we free ourselves for a moment from preoccu- ^ifntist he is living out a tradition several centuries 
pation with the nuclear problem, we encounter old in its modern mcarnat.on, thousands of years old 
another specter that haunts the modern mind. A i n *s deeper roots. Every move that he makes 
generation of critics has dismantled the idea of Pro- reflects skills, attitudes, and habits of mind that were 
gress, and every few years the archaeologists unearth years in the making. He is part of an enduring 
another ancient civilization that flourished for a time tradition and a firmly established intellectual system; 
and then died. The modem mind, acutely conscious a tiadrtion and a system designed to accom-
of the sweep of history and chronically apprehen- phsh its own continuous renewal, 
sive, is quick to ask, “Is it our turn now ?” The free society is not the only kind that can

accomplish change. Far from it. A totalitarian 
Immune to  D ecay regime coming to power on the heels of a revolution

Rather than debate that overworked topic, I am may he well fitted to accomplish one great burst of 
going to ask another kind of question : Suppose one change. But in the long run its spurt of energy is 
tried to imagine a society that would be relatively not only in danger of dying out but of being replac- 
immune to decay—an ever-renewing societv. What ed by deadly rigidity. Compared to the free society, 
would it be like ? What would be the ingredients if is not well fitted for continuous renewal, genera- 
that provided the immunity ? f'011 after generation.

The skeptic may ask whether any society should 9 ne crucial resPect in ,'vhich llie ever-renewing
last forever, even ours. It is not a crucial question. society parts company with all totalitarianism is
If longevity were the only virtue of the continuously that it is pluralistic. There is a willingness to
renewing society, the whole exercise might turn out entertain diverse views. There are many sources
to be numbingly dull. But a society that has learned of initiative rather than one. Power is widely dis-
the secret of continuous renewal will be a more persed rather than tightly held. There are multi-
interesting and a more vital society—not in some pic channels through which the individual may
distant future but in the present. Since continuous gain information and express his views,
renew.’! depends on conditions that permit the In a pluralistic society, where there are already
growth and fulfilment of individuals, it will also be various points of view, the emergence of another is 
a society fit for free men. hardly noticed. In an open society, freedom of

Many of the qualities crucial to a society’s con- communication ensures that the new ideas will be 
tinued vitality are qualities of youth : vigor, flexi- brought into confrontation with the old. 
bility, enthusiasm, readiness to learn. This could Perhaps the most important characteristic of an 
lead us to imagine that the critical question is how ever-renewing system is that it has built-in provisions 
to stay young. But youth implies immaturity. And for vigorous criticism. It protects the dissenter and 
though everyone wants to be young, no one wants to the nonconformist. It knows that from the ranks 
be immature. of the critics come not only cranks and trouble-

Every society must mature, but much depends on makers but saviors and innovators. And since the 
how this process takes place. A society whose spirit that welcomes nonconformity is a fragile thing, 
maturing consists simply of acquiring more firmly the ever-renewing society does not depend on that 
established ways of doing things is headed for the spirit alone. It devises explicit legal and constitu- 
graveyard-cvcn if it learns to do those things with tional arrangements to protect the critic, 
greater and greater skill. In the ever-renewing society 
what matures is a system or framework within which Resolve Conflicts
continuous innovation, renewal and rebirth can occur . , , . . , ■ . c,L a rcuinn tan on.10. And that brings us to another requirement for

* John \V. Gardner is the President of the Carnegie the continuously renewing society. It must have 
Corporation of New York. ° some capacity to resolve conflicts, both internal and
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external. Without such capacity, it either will be teristics ? Though we are far from understanding
destroyed or will dissipate its energies in the main- these matters, we have a few pieces of the puzzle,
tenance of fiercely entrenched feuds. _ The peace j The self-renewing man is versatile and aclap- 
that it seeks is not a state of passivity and un- tjve jje js no  ̂ trapped in the techniques, proce-
eventfulness. _ It knows that without the ebb and dures, or routines of the moment. He is not the
flow of conflict and tension progress will not be victim of fixed habits and attitudes. He is not im-
made in eradicating old evils or opening new prisoned by extreme specialization. This last point
frontiers; but it is committed to the orderly is so impoitant (and so easily misunderstood) that
“management of tensions . Thus in its internal we must dea] wjth jt cautiously. Specialization is
affairs it deliberately makes possible certain kinds a universal feature of biological functioning, drama-
of conflict, e.g., by protecting dissenters and assuring tically observable in insect societies and in the
them a hearing ; but it creates a framework of rules structure and functioning of the cell that make up a
which will assure that the conflict is resolved in an living organism. In humans, it is not peculiar to
orderly fashion. the modern age. Division of labour is older than

In the last analysis, no society will be capable of recorded history. So specialization as such is no
continuous renewal unless it produces the kind of men cause for alarm. But specialization today has ex-
who can further that process. It will need innovative tended far beyond anything we knew in the past, 
men and men with the capacity for self-renewal. and this presents two difficulties. First, there are

Faced as we are with problems that put a cons- tasks that cannot be performed by men and women 
tant strain on our adaptive powers, it is hardly sur- who have lost the capacity to function as geneia- 
prising that the word creativity has achieved a lists—tasks of leadership ana management, certain 
dizzying popularity. It is more than a word today, ^inds of innovation, communication, teaching, and 
it is an incantation. What is implied in the word n?any the responsibilities of child rearing and 
creativity, rightly conceived, is something that the citizenship. Second, the highly specialized person 
continuously renewing society needs very much. often loses the adaptability so essential today. He

may not be able to reorient himself when technolo- 
Freedom  and C reativity  gical changes makes his speciality obsolete.

From all that we know of the creative individual In a rapidly changing world versatility is a price- 
—and we now know a good deal—he thrives on less asset, and the self-renewing man has not lost 
freedom. He may be quite conventional with that vitally important attribute. He may be a specia- 
respect to all the trivial customs and niceties list but he has also retained the capacity to func- 
of life. But in the area of his creative work he must tion as a generalist. Within limits he has even 
be free to believe or doubt, agree or disagree. He retained the capacity to change specialities,
must be free to ask the unsettling questions, and free We are beginning to understand how to educate 
to come up with disturbing answers. for versatility and renewal, but we must deepen that

When Alexander the Great visited Diogenes and understanding. If we indoctrinate the young person 
asked whether he could do anything for the famed in an elaborate set of fixed beliefs, we are ensuring 
teacher, Diogenes replied, “Only stand out of my his early obsolescence. The alternative is to develop 
light.” Perhaps some day we shall know how to skills, attitudes, habits o f mind, and the kinds of 
heighten creativity. Until then, one of the best knowledge and understanding that will be the instru- 
things we can do for creative men and women is to nients of continuous change and growth on the part of 
stand out of their light. the young person. Then we shall have fashioned a

No one knows why some individuals seem capable system that Providesf or its own continuous renewal. 
of self-renewal while others do not. The people This suggests a standard for judging the effective- 
interested in adult education have struggled heroically ness of all education—and so judged, much educa­
te increase the opportunities for self-development, and tion today is monumentally ineffective. All too 
they have succeeded remarkably. Now they had often we are giving your people cut flowers when 
better turn to the thing that is really blocking self- we should be teaching them to grow their own. 
development—the indiyidual’s own intricately design- plants. We are stuffing their heads with the pro- 
ed, self-constructed prison; or to put it another way, ducts of earlier innovation rather than teaching them 
the individual’s incapacity for self-renewal. how to innovate. We think of the mind as a store-

Men who have lost their adaptiveness naturally house to be filled rather than as an instrument to
resist change. The most stubborn protector of his be used-
own vested interest is the man who has lost the 2. The self-renewing man is highly tnotivated 
capacity for self-renewal. and respects the sources o f his own energy and moti-
r . . j .. vation. He knows how important it is to believe in
v^naraciensucs * what jie js doing. He knows how important it is to

What are the characteristics of the self-renewing the things about which he has deep conviction. En- 
man, and what might we do to foster those charac- thusiasm for the task to be accomplished lifts him
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out of the ruts of habit and customary procedure. As Josh Billings said, “It is not only the most 
Drive and conviction give him the courage to risk difficult thing to know one’s self but the most in­
failure. And not only does he respond to convenient”. It is a lifelong process, and formal 
challenge, but he also see challenge where others fails education is only a part of the process—but an 
to see it . ' important part. Some people today seem to imagine

But the society does not always find these that the chief function of education is to provide the
attributes easy to live with. Drive and conviction student with a bag of tricks. The chief complaint
can be nuisances. The enthusiast annoys people by of such people is that the schools are not teaching
pushing ideas a little too hard. He makes mistakes the tricks well enough—or are teaching me ssy
because he is too eager. He lacks the cool, detached nineteenth-century tricks when they should be leach-
urbanity that some" people consider essential to the ing slick twentieth-century tricks. As a beacon to 
ideal organization man. But the ever-renewing guide one away from such shallows, consider the 
society sees high motivation as a precious asset and comment of learned hand in his discussion of 
allows' wide latitude to the enthusiast. liberty : “By enlightenment men gain insight into

For the self-renewing man the development of their own being, and that is what frees them", 
his own potentialities and the process 'of self-discovery
never end. But the development of one’s talent is only That brings us again to the recognition that the 
part, perhaps the easiest part, of self-development, ever-renewing society will be a free society. It will 
Another part is self-knowledge. The maxim “Know understand that the only stability possible today is 
thyself”—so ancient, so deceptively simple, so stability in motion. It will foster a climate in 
difficult to follow—has gained in richness of meaning which the seedlings of new ideas can survive and the 
as we learn more about man’s nature. Modern dea wood of obsolete ideas be hacked out. Above 
research in psychology and psychiatry has shown the all, it will recognize that its capacity for renewal 
extent to which mental health is bound up in a depends on the individuals who make it up. it will 
reasonably objective view of the self, in accessibility foster innovative, versatile, and self-renewing men 
of the self to consciousness, and in acceptance of the and women and give them room to breathe. Having 
self. And we have learned how crucial is the young room to breathe, they will contribute, as only they 
person’s search for identity. can, to the continued vitality of the society.

( Continued from page 6 )

Average Per Capita Cost for the Region—Rs. 28.33
IV— Southern Region
i Kerala 1949-50 1610 — — Rs. 15000.00 Rs. 8.77 All India Report of SE

for 1947-51.

2. Madras 1948-51 41685 — — Rs. 140718.00 Rs. 3.40 All India Report or SE for
1947-51.

3. Mysore 1947-51 138453 -  -  -  Rs. 5.00 Mysore State Adult Edu­
cation Council and its 
activities.

4. Andhra 1948-51 16312 -  -  Rs. 283336.00 Rs. 14.40 All India Report of SE for
Pradesh 1947-51.

Average Per Capita Cost for the Region—Rs. 7.89
V— Central Region „
1. Madhya 1947-51 639686 — — Rs. 7687762.00 Rs. 12.00 All India Report of SE for

Pradesh 1947-51.
2. Uttar 1947-51 206667 — — Rs. 4693182.00 Rs. 16.00 All India Report of SE for

Pradesh 1947-51.
3 Rihar 1950-51 56380 — — Rs. 573264.00 Rs. 11.00 All India Report of SE for

1947-51.

Average Per Capita Cost for the Region—Rs, 13.00

VI— All India Estimates

1947-51 ° Rs. 12.44 All India Report of SE for
1947-51.

1951-52 489135 Rs. 7182663.00 Rs. 14.44 All India Report of SE for
1947-51.

14



KARNIK NO M O R E  

Great Adult Educator Passes Away
! ____  _ ___ _____ __________ It is with great regret that we report the

death of our colleague Shri V.B, Karnik on 
August 14 at Kolhapur. Shri Karnik died of

.. The Indian Adult Education Association
k , _ f  * ■j mourns the death of this idefatigable worker

in the cause of adult education and sends its 
condolences to the bereaved family,

■ j Shri Karnik was an Associate Secretary of
of the Association, for almost 12 years. He 
was elected for the first time in 1952 at Nagpur 

.X'i'A j Conference. At the time of his death, Karnik
was the Deputy Director of S.E.O.T.C. Gargoti.

P .1 Karnik was educated, at St. Xaviers College.

a High School for 17 years f  Karnik came to 
! K j/  ' ■ A  |  ,• Adult Education, as Secretary and Social

He visited Australia and New Zealand in 
1952 on a study tour under Colombo Plan and

Team sponsored by the Government of India.
k \ ;i. k - ■

Karnik had attended almost all our Semi- 
V. B. Karnik nars and Conferences. He was able to attend

on the last day our Silver Jubilee Conference.
A loveable person, Karnik was a loyal colleague and devoted worker. His zeal and devotion 

to the cause of adult education was very great and he continued to serve the movement til t te <s .
In him the movement has lost a great worker.

DR. D.B. SASTRI PASSES AWAY
g  New Publication ¥

We regret the death of Dr. D.B. Sastri, our & , ?
former Associate Secretary. Dr. Sastri died of t  S oc ia l E d u c a tio n  a n d  th e  J o u lh  
hcart disease at Patna on July, 17. He was 61. f  ' «

, .  , , j  of the 13th National Seminar i
At the time of lus death, Dr. Sastri was ltepor

Reader in Hindi, at Magdh University, Earlier he g (Inland) Abroad S I. |
was Dy. Director of Education (Social) m the Bihar ^ r,!Ct
Government. He was Secretary-General to the T
Fourth National Seminar held in Bikram in 1953. y Available :  ̂ ^
He was elected in 1952 as an Associate Secretary of © Indian Adult Education Association £ 
the Association and continued in this office upto k  . Delhi A
1957. He rendered valuable service 1 0  llie cause f  17-B M rap ras ta  Marg, New Dell...
of Adult Education.
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D E F A C E  a n d

DEVELO P ME N T

GO T O G E T H E R ^

To support defence effort steps have been taken to ensure that evary village has an agricultural
production programme.

A high powered Central Agricultural Production Board has been instituted to Integrate policy and 
raise farm production. In the context of the present emergency every effort is being made to 

raise farm output, restrict Imports and conserve foreign exchange for defence needs.

Support th e  drive to  raise agricu ltu ral production to every way you can, by thought,
word and deed.

A #  o * k  ST R E N G T H E N
W W  W ITH  §§  .

THE PLAN | f  INDIA’S DEFENCES
If \ OAcaJsos

Printed and Published by Dharm Vir for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. InPaprastha 
Marg, New Delhi. Printed at Naya Hindustan Press, Chandni Chowk, Delhi.
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National Study ®sa
Adult Literacy

INAUGURATING a six-day meeting of the National Study Group on Adult Literacy and Adult 
Education, Shri P.N. Kirpal, Secretary, Ministry of Education, termed it as the beginning of a 
most significant campaign for freedom, for the dignity of the individual and for the well-being 

of mankind and hoped that with it would start a continuous and evergrowing chain of actions leading 
to the light of knowledge where there had been ignorance for centuries.

Shri Kirpal pointed out that in attempting to Education and Democracy 
solve the problem of illiteracy in India it should be Shri Kirpal said if the people in India wanted that

independencc^hree ou^^eva-vfouTnersonrhfthe the democracy should 8ain deep routes, the Pancha- muepenaence three out ot every tour persons in the t, R • instjtutions should grow, programmes such
country were illiterate and their number went on ^  utmJsation of irrigation facilities, public health
r S r S h  Me; r e o t r iVdia11 rightly Practices and Pla™*g ^ould be"popular, the? ■ 1" r i  ’ , M S  individuals must be educated. According to him theacclaimed the biggest democracy in the world and work of agricultural and industrial development
aiming at a rapid change in the social and .economic would be caf ier if the farmers and the factor w^rkers 
order, could no longer afford to remain indifferent were t ht how t0 read and write. Their lityeracy and
to its problem of mass illiteracy. education would enable them to acquire the know

_ . , . ledge from available literature through their own
Quoting the most recent available literacy stalls- study in their respective fields, 

tics on the basis of the 1961 Census, Shri P.N. Kirpal , , „ , , , ,  „
stated that out of a total population of 438 million, ^hri Kirpal also referred to the problems ot 
160 million men and 175 million women were women s education and the education of the tribal 
illiterate. Even if the children in the age group 6 to PeoPle. He wanted that these should also be covered 
11 were excluded from the illiterate population, by a well-planned programme of adult literacy 
India would still have about 180 to 200 million adult 111 tae country.
illiterates. “The task of making them literate in a He noted with satisfaction that the money spent 
reasonable period of time is colossal.” on education was no longer considered as un-
_____ productive and he was happy that education was

■ now regarded as an investment in the developn °nt of 
Editorial Board human resources which in turn would contribute to

greater social and economic development. rte sug- 
Dr. M. o. Mehta gested that both moral and financial support could

Shri Maganbhai Desai easily be enlisted from a number of business organ!
Shri J C. Mathur I C S  sations like Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

Dr. T. A. Koshy Setting up an effective machinery for evaluation
V,,.; U p Vnkcwn of the success of the Pilot Projects, was among the

suggestions made by the Education Secretary.
( P u b l i s h e d  b y

Indian Adult Education Association, Unesco Assistance
17-B' ^rcprasthoMarg New Delhi Shri S G . Khaliq> Assistant Director of Depart-

ment of Education of the UNESCO, assured India 
Rs. 8.00 : foreign $3.50. 0f assistance from UNESCO in the step- to be

Single Copy Re. loo taken by the Government, to remove adult illitcraev
....  from the country.



Shri Khaliq said that it had now been recognised The Group also felt that an essential pre-requisite 
that adult literacy could play a very important part for social change was the creation in people of a 
in the overall plans for social and economic develop- national attitude and an awareness of one’s social 
ment of a country. Therefore, adult literacy had obligations, Development of correct attitudes to- 
ceased to be merely an academic pursuit and an end wards fellowmen and women, and a desire for 
in itself. It had now become a means to an end in knowledge of all the problems of life was also essen- 
the sense that it must be linked with the overall tial.
social and economic development of a country. The Group came to the conclusion that Educa-

' One of the main conclusions of the international tion including literacy was necessary for the achiev- 
committee of expert Shri Khaliq said was that the ment of the egalitarian society which was the objec- 
problem of adult education should be tackled by a tive of our * onstitution and our general political 
selective approach rather than by aiming to eradi- conscience. Primarily literacy was a measure for the 
cate illiteracy by a mass campaign covering the implementation of human rights, 
entire country at once. It would be more effective
to start this campaign in certain organised sectors of Literacy was absolutely essential for economic, 
the economy where people needed literacy to do their social and political growth in the context of a deve- 
regular work more efficiently. This sector of the loping society, and would be of great help to the 
country would comprise the rural as well as urban country in solving the problems such as those of 
areas ' national integration, educational backwardness,

. , . economic stagnation and the population explosion.
The Study Group attended by about thirty repre­

sentatives of Union Ministries, State Governments T7 T
and Voluntary organisations and five special I  unctlOlial L iteracy
invitees discussed the question of adult liter- The Study Group stated that the fuuer ajm Qf 
acy and adult education for six-days and drew up Adult Literacy namely to achieve functional literacy 
fairly comprehansive recommendations and out me sh0uld always be kept in view. Programmes of 
of a few pilot projects, eradication of illiteracy should be followed up by the

, programmes of Continuation Education to make the
Recommendations knowledge usable.

The National Study Group asked_ for a national The Group recommended that programmes should 
policy declaration on the eradication of illiteracy, he so arranged and the standards achieved should 
and demanded that definite targets should be laid he so effective as to stimulate the enthusiasm of the 
down in the Five Year Plans with adequate financial people for literacy and to create a proper atrnos- 
provision to achieve those targets. phere for propagation and utilization of life-

The Study Group devoid kselfto^the^ study^of ^ “gramme » T u b 5 r i ^
f  fdPcamf'lo the conclusion that for the effective Adult schools. Janata Colleges and Vidyapecths 
functioning of democratic institutions at every level £tc. The Group also recommended that thcic sho i d 
rg  it from village Panchayats to Parliament, literacy be suitable pi ovision for training of Ad . y
v as essential to enable the people’s elected represen- teachers, supervisors and administrators, and the
tathes in these institutions to perform their role content and the medium of literacy should bear a 
properly. The success of a democracy depended on close relationship to the pr oductive capacity and 
its citizens. The citizens should know and under- economic potential of the learner, 
stand their rights and duties. At present owing to The Group observed that there was no uniform 
widespread illiteracy, the illiterate voters depended basis to determine standards for the training of 
Or this knowledge on the interpretations given to literacy teachers but agreed that adequate training 
11.cm by the educated few, This resulted in excessive vvas essential although the period of training may 
c n centration of power and also sometimes in dis- y^y,
tortions and misinterpretations. Without literacy, . .  , „ ... ...
therefore, the proper understanding of rights and It was felt that some local leaders of villages like 
fi ah ■' was not possible Pradhans, Mukhiyas, Panches who are at piesent

given general training in rural development should
The Group felt that one main hindrance to the in suitable cases also be trained in adult literacy 

p (Hluctive capacity of the Indian peasantry was his methods and some of them maybe persuaded to
ignorance about the matters which concerned him function as part-time teachers because they carry
11 os’. For example, even for the knowledge of greater weight with the adults than younger people, 
complicated laws and regulations concerning land Liicewise traditional pandit, kathavachak, Mantris
r 1.. rms. irrigation, land revenue and account keeping to whom villagers listen readily should also be given
e c. which were of fundamental importance to g ^  training, 
him, he had to depend upon middle-men and career­
ists, • As for industrial workers, the Group recommend-
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ed that literacy programme should, wherever possible Plan t n  K a n ic l i  T 1 1 -iip ra n p
be related to their jobs and the principle of job-orien- U L l l n  1 A an 10  B a iH S H  i l l i t e r a c y
ted literacy should be given a fair trial. Primers and * | w n  „ „ „ „ „
reading material should be specially designed to suit LWU y c d i s
the environments and requirements of particular
occupation and industries. Specialised and graded The Education Department of the Delhi Admi- 
books on a variety of subjects related to different nistration has formulated a plan to banish illiteracy
vocations, and on relevant topics, information on from rural Delhi within the next two years,
which was sometimes contained in a more complex
form in the government documents, should be made The scheme envisages the opening of about 300 
available in simplified form to the persons concerned. adult literacy centres, covering the entire rural area

of the Union Territory, to teach people to read and 
Reading M ateria ls  write Hindi. Initially there will be a sixweek course

„  ,. x . , . 6 . but efforts will continue, at later stages, to make
Reading materials for various stages of literacy them literates or at least to enable them to learn the 

teaching should be prepared. The personal and three R’s. 
vocational needs of the learners should be taken into
consideration. Adult literacy primers and other read- Mr B. D. Bhatt, Director of Education of the 
ing materials should be pre-tested. Guidance should Delhi Administration has said, all the 70,000
be given to Instructors of adult literacy for the use illiterates in rural Delhi would become neo-literates 
of Films, radios and Television (wherever possible) by April 1966.
for arousing the interest of learners and inspiring A , , ,,, r ....
them for further learning. Specific problems and According to the scheme, half of the illiterate
situations could be effectively replaced with the use P°Pulatlon be covered du™ | thc CUITe+nt finan‘ 
of these devices. A number of training films should ciaJ vear and the remainin§ half dur*"S next year- 
also be produced.

Special Radio programmes for new-literate, ^ iee  Books 
special columns for them in the local daily news- r , ,
papers in regional languages, specially prepared , ,Tbe PuPd ,wllJ also be 8iven free b°oks• blbrancs 
gramophone records, should be prepared for speedy W1 . be attached to the centies to issue books to 
results. enable them to attain proficiency in Hindi or pursue

further studies.
Low cost Radio-sets for families of low-income -ru j  „ . » , ,

groups should be arranged. Mass media should be ,  The department.has also plans to open centres
promoted for continuing education as well. f° r j.he ed”catl°n of b°ys and §irIs who discontinue5 studies after the primary stage, At these centres

The Group also recommended maximum utiliza- students will be prepared for middle and higher 
tion ol the ‘correspondence course techniques and secondary classes.
wider use of condensed courses for women and for T. . , . c , , , .
special groups It is proposed to open five such centres during

the current fiscal year and about 40 centres during 
The Group recommended that voluntary organisa- the next Plan period, 

tions should be encouraged by giving assistance by , . ... . , . i r
the Government for their work This ProJect 1S hkely to become popular if themen uorK. Deihj Higher Secondary Board approves a proposal

Participanits to allow students to appear privately for the higher
The Indian Adult Education Association was secondai> examination, 

represented by Shri Neki Ram Gupta, the Associate . 1
Secretary. One of the Associate Secretaries, Dr. W C O l P  C o m m i t t e e  O il A d l l l t  
T.A. Koshy was the Director of the Study Group. -n ,Education

The special invitees were Sarvshri J.C. Mathur,
S.C. Dutta, Sohan Singh and N.A. Ansari. At a recent WCOTP Assembly at Paris, the

General Secretary of the Indian Adult Education 
■ Among others who attended were Sarvshri K.S. Association, Shri S.C. Dutta was re-elected member 

Muniswamy, Mustaq Ahmed, Saligram Pathik, of the WCOTP Committee on Adult. Education for 
Barkat Ali Firaq, B.M. Kapadia, Satyen Maitra, the period 1964-66.
j;„R|i.,DJS”P,a,7,C-c D P' N„af yarc, M-C- Na,T ,a,lt,s ' Kwa O Hagan of Ghana is the Chairman of the 
S L l  g ’ ' Sar” ' P- 'ma' a " * w  Committee. The other members are Thornes M

Lernon and Robert Luke, U.S.A., Carlos Reyes, 
Shri John Bowers, Prof. Thomas and Shri Krishna- Uruguay; S. J. Kioni, Kenya and S. Naiarajan. 

murthy represented UNESCO. India.
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Adult Education lu Hungary
Prof. E. Magyar!

IN Hungary the so-called “workers’ school” offer in the teacher-training and nursing training institutes, 
the chance for adults to continue their formal [n other words : a last year university student 
education. In essence, there is no school enjoys about three months of extra vacation with 

from general school to university, which adults who pay g;ve him plenty of time off to study, 
are earning a living cannot a ttend .'In  the: 1963/64 Adult instruction poses its own special educa- 
year nearly 220,000 peop e n 1 tional problems. One difficulty is that adult students
m this manner.  ̂ 0f most diverse ages wish to finish the very

The chief forms of this kind of study are : same grade. Therefore an effort is made to organise
(a) evening schools, where instruction is given one class of young people and one class of older 

severaTtimes a week in the evening hours ; ones to simplify the problems.
(b) the correspondence departments, which con- The work of the teachers is made more difficult 

suit with adult students once a week, while by the fact that on the whole there is no literature 
the students have to report on what they for adult education. Practice has shown that the 
have learned only three times a year. experiences accumulated in the teaching and educa-

The state not only encourages those with an tion of children, the methods developed and proved
aptitude for studying to continue their education, useful there are mostly unusable in the instruction 
but also assists them by lightening their burden in of .adults. Similarly the ar.thmatic text-book of the 
various wavs. In this respect perhaps the most children s primary school, for example, is hardly 
important measures are the paid vacations for usable m the adults evening primary school. It is 
studying and reduction of working hours for adult hardly suitable for awakening the interest of the 
students. These benefits are regulated by the labour average adult.
code so they are compulsory for all the employers. A different approach should be used in 

Accordingly the students at the evening schools teaching an adult. Material needs to be presented 
are entitled to the following benefits : differently to the children who come to school

, . . rested, and differently to the adults who begin
If they attend general school they receive three their classes mostly after a full day of work, 

days of extra vacation annually, and if secondary . J .
school, six days extra vacation. Those attending a On the basis of the experiences so far gained 
college or university receive 24 days of extra vacation special adult education text-books have been prepared 
in every school year. Aside from this the students in.a S?°d number of subjects. The dissemination of 
of the technical, agricultural or natural science scientific information in lectures and discussions 
departments of colleges and universities are granted apart from the compulsory activities has proved very 
two hours of reduction from the eight-hour work-day effective.
four days every week,, and the students of other The work of the teachers is made easier by the 
departments are granted this privilege three times fact that, as a rule, their pupils already possess some 
every week. The time away from work maybe type of skilled training and most of them may be 
accumulated and taken all at once, which means that enlisted in teaching, in such away that they should 
in effect the college and university students work not be merely passive receivers of the material being 
only five days a week, but receive the full pay they taught, but should play an active part in the work 
would get ordinarily. of the class. For example, an electrician can relate

Students of general-school correspondence courses a number of very inters sting experiences to his 
are wanted six extra days of vacation. Those fellow students in a physics class where they are 
takiin? secondarv-school correspondence courses are studying electricity. Similarly a soil study class can 
granted 12, days technical secondary school 18, be very interesting in the evening division of the 
teacher-training and nursing colleges 24 days of agricultural technical secondary school when it is 
paid vacation, in addition to their regular annual coloured with material taken from the experience 
paid vacation. of men who have spent all their lives in a struggle

For the writing of a dissertation, or the prepara- witl1 t,ie soil- 
ion of a dip >rna project to conclude university Whoever spends a few days in Hungary will 

si u.lies, oi to prepare for a state examination, or to notice that there is today instate  administration
defend a diploma project, 36 working days of as well as in trade, industry or science, a strikingly 
vacation arc granted in the departments of technical, large number of people who pursued and completed 
agricultural and natural science, 24 working days are their studies at the highest level when they were 
granted in other departments, and 12 working days already grown-ups.
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World’s Teachers Asked to Fight Illiteracy
A N appeal to teachers in all tional progress, since “one of the mentioned the role of the “Asso- 

countnes to co-operate in main obstacles to such progress ciated Schools” which, in 45 
i the world campaign against often lies in the fact that the countries, are promoting educa- 
i?A,e»a<ivr iWaS rP?ade ky, n r̂- various sectors of education are tion for international understand- 
Kene Maheu, Director General being developed independently of ing. “There are to-day,” he 

12r j As?embly one another, without due regard stated, “countries where the 
nLn • or d Confederation of to the organic balance of the Associated Schools’ system has 
^ e atl0nl . f  t le T?achmS educational system or the require- become a more or less permanent 

rotession, which met at Unesco ments of economic development feature of education and where 
House in Paris recently. as a whole.” those schools are acting as

Speaking at the opening Turning to the theme of the pioneers, not only contributing to 
session of the Assembly, which conference, “increasing Interna- !be progress of education for 
brought together some 500 edu- tional Understanding through international understanding and 
cators representing 136 organisa- Teaching about the United tbe promotion of such under­
times in 80 countries, Mr. Maheu Nations,” Mr. Maheu noted the standing inside and outside the 
said that the fight against progress made in this connection school, but also helping to im- 
llliteracy “demands nothing less in school curricula. This was due prove teaching in most, if not all, 
than the general mobilization of partly to the fact that practical of tbe more classic or traditional 
mankind” : it was, he declared, achievements in international co- subjects.” 

the most inspiring and urgent operation offer sufficient concrete In his reply, Sir Ronald 
task confronting our generation.” example to fire the imagination Gould, President of the World 

Mr. Maheu said that an of school children and open their Confederation of Organizations 
experimental programme in mass new horizons. “In fact,” of the Teaching Profession, paid
literacy to pave the way for the le aoded, “I have the impression tribute to the achievements of 
eventual launching of the world !bat young people are much more Unesco and its Director-General 
campaign, had already been pre- interested in the subject than in the development of education 
pared and would be submitted at adulfs. I have often found them throughout the world, 
the next session of the Unesco feady to step unhesitatingly
General Conference. into the world of to-morrow, Mr. Maheu has made

. which will be characterized by Vnesco tbe conscience of educa-
t( us programme, he stres- international co-operation for the he declared. 4 The Orga-

sed, “would be selective in two organization of our planet.” nization has provided focus and
respects: on the one hand it would r . p T, ___A/r tasks for other associations to
be carried out in a few carefully j t! „■ , Mr. Maheu said, work jn carrying out Unesco’s
—chosen countries—eight at the S  f  f 3" eadin its®If aims, and it has convinced the
outside—and on the other, it ^  * ™ a' *  contnbiitrog t° world that aid to developing 
would include only activities in L th p r univo ^ 10 ^  tl°  countries is not only material
organized sections of the national [ UIS  S E T l r t  f f l  f0t »h i but sPiritual- Unesco has de­
economy : co-operatives, trade fre j S , • , d fundamental monstrated that men, and the 
unions, public and private busi- f f116 affirmed for j^eas tjiey brjng with them, are
ness. It would be supplemented r h J r tP  r n °^tt̂ -1° E t r £ by,!be more important than all the 
by regional co-operative action ‘ t 0 t ie ^ nitcd Nation. material assistance provided in 
on behajf of research, staff train- conclusion, Mr. Maheu the past.”
ing and the reinforcement of —~      ■
existing institutions. It would be
carried out in stages over five N d V  P u b l i c a t i o n  
years—from 1966 to 1970—and
each project would be systematic- Social Education and the Youth
ally evaluated immediately after
the operative phase.” (R e p o r t  o f  th e  1 3 th  N a tio n a l S e m in a r )

}grt& AvailMe. pri“ : «> «— »? * '■
had united Unesco and the A va ila b le .

SstrIdeiĝ f y « fonTh°,eerihta !nsllan As!uS Education Association

S UIo fp tt;t ith is ° o i1ne, of 174S '!i:ira',rastha MarS' m m - !
the essential requisites for educa- ---------------------------------------- -
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Co-orclination or Confusion in Adult Education
By Alan M. Thomas

THERE is going to be no more vance to the individual on a us with both new problems and
difficult job in the future community, regional or national opportunities. It is perfectly
than the achievement of basis is not very clear. If rational that the variety of

some sensible organization of we are to have the range agencies, new in the field, should
adult education in Canada. It is and complexity of opportunities bring with them regulations and
not so much that more organiza- in continuing education that a habits born of their previous
tion is needed, but that some civilized, developing society basis of operation. Universities
easily recognizable, easily com- needs, then the information look to other universities for
municable pattern be established. regarding availability and association in their field, school
It must be a pattern that is relevance to individual adult boards to other school boards,
flexible and communicable and citizens must be available and industries and other kinds of
yet that will provide the maxi- omnipresent. Someone or some- associations to their own kind,
mum amount of freedom, and thing must be responsible, above But the population appropriate
entrance and exist. Adult educa- everything else, for the co-ordina- to adult education is not divided
tion already shows signs of being tion and provision of informa- in the way that we have divided
one of the last outposts of tion of both a general and up the population of children
genuine free enterprise, that is, explicit kind. What must also and youth. Adult education is
of free individual and collective be available is encouragement certainly a national concern since
enterprise and there is good and promotion regarding con- it is related to adult interests and
reason to hope that it will remain tinuous learning. responsibilities which are not
so. A society which does not confined to region or provinces,
permit, or perhaps more to the But it is" not only the students It is a regional, provincial and 
point, does not encourage, the who suffer directly from con- local concern since it is often
maximum freedom of learning, is fusion. The almost complete best administered on that basis
not likely to flourish in the lack of interchange between to meet specific needs. But it
interest of its own citizens or various sorts of programmes, does not fit well the basis upon
the world. In fact, it is not leaders and administrators makes which the education of children
likely even to survive. them less effective than they has been developed, for the

As long as adult education could be. In a rapidly growing movement of adults through the
was a minor concern of either a’ld chang.ng field so vitally various programmes and their
entirely individual or remedial Placed complex society, it Afferent needs at different times
purposes, the problem of organi- is normal that there be a good do not correspond. Individuals
/.ation, or perhaps co-ordination, deal. of ignorance on the part of will need a programme of com-
vvax of slight importance. A participants about each other, munity character at one time, of
threadbare, tireless, determined and a certain amount of con- school board character at
croup, performing miracles of fusion’ but. * nced not be so anothei and of private agency
single programme or acting within great as it is now, or as it pro- character at another. Different
sin ale notable institutions was mises t0 be if some important periods in the lives of people
, ufl cient But it is no longer so stePs arc not taken now- A Pr<?duce different needs. It is
All major social institutions have great deal is being learned about quite possible that there are
recognized a vital interest in con- learning in the variety ofun- instituioms and programmes
tinning education, both within expected sectors of Canadian needed that none of us has
their own ranks, and within the society a great deal is already thought of, that bridge the

x in which they function, known, but not enough of it is interests resources and imagma-
r.: are indications of enor- being shared and implemented tion of all existing agencies,

rnous growth in teaching and throughout the society. We are It would appear that a corn- 
learning outside the formal sys- much less effective, dynamic and munity basis jPIthe best one for
tem of education. The concern ^ a i f  wor r  is that E ta m  administration encouragement

■ com muons learning is ob- ” nats “  “ al and information. This is pro-
11 matter of first irnpor- P r e s e r d  . aIlgn merits, natural bab]y true so ]ong as we keep

tance to this country. likdy to mak“ ity i S p S b S  t o  c,ea'^  in mind that there are
; lhV ^ iUill,Sv“rC-i1n partconfu- the major panning and experi- different communities, in geogra-

-  \  .vide vaiiety of agencies, mentation which this field needs phy as well as in interest. Thus
institutions and organizations so badlv ‘ some effective means of relating

ding great resources, ' ' >• local, regional and national with
bn* their availability or jrele- Continuing education presents professional, intellectual and
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other sorts of communities must disposal. What must be there is nevertheless provides for a consi- 
be faced. some independence of resource derable measure of the freedom

The fate of councils based on *'or planning, initiating and we have already indicated to be
anv of these nnssihilitipc has nnt informing that is not just stolen necessary. Its staff, library and
been 1p a S i l S y  ^encouraging from or boot-legged by one of publishing programmes can pro-
Some, like the London (Ontario) the participating bodies. -It may vide for the maximum of compe-
Adult Education Council are be true’ however> that the tence if it can win and deserve
struggling alone but the history existence of this initiative, the support of the various agen-
of North American adult educa- regionally located, would make it cies in the field that now operate 
tion is strewn with the wreckage Possible for a good many of the quite separately. Such functions 
of such oreanizations. What Arst type coimcil to operate, as its seminars and the Joint 
they provide In wide experience s’nce staff time and resources can, Planning Commission provide 
and enthusiastic interchange under these conditions, be legiti- for the co-ordination of the 
they lack in continuity, direction mately shared. constant novelty and innovation
and stability. In particular, they Our argument leads us to the adult education must eonti-
lack executive authority and this belief that something like the ?u,e t0 have, without limiting 
seems decisive. This does not present CAAE must be spread independence or imagination, 
mean that they should have more widely and more deeply We are impressed by the 
authority over other enterprises across Canada. A single national experiment now being carried out 
in the field ; we are not of a office—the pattern in the past— by the B.C. Division of the 
mind to wish to co-ordinate “ the will not do ; an organization CAAE. We think that it has 
hell” out of others. But based on strong flourishing pro- proved itself sufficiently for us to 
they must have some independent vincial divisions seems to us to urge that other provinces in 
initiative to enable them to use be the most promising pattern. Canada now follow suit and 
effectively the potential that Its voluntary character, despite relate in like manner their adult 
greater information puts at their the financial problems presented, education activities.
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1 When you want the finest in Slated Roll-up Black Boards insist on 1

I
k 6 M E G H 9 9 brand |

PLAIN ROLL-UP BLACK BOARDS. j

They arc specially manufactured to meet the needs of workers working 
in the field of Adult, Social and Community education. As they are handy, 
portable, and anywhere hangable, they can be taken from one place to another |
without any difficulty and can be hung for use either in the class or out of the §
class. They can also be used as News Boards, Report Boards, Information 

 ̂ Jf Boards etc. at the village Offices and other public centres.

|  |  DOTTED SLATED ROLL-UP BLACK BOARDS 1

J  They are specially prepared to help adult women in the formation of f
! Lviy$sS|| i |  Rangoli, Designs in embroidery work, in wall painting and in making tailoring
jj ' -ssxffiSSS patterns etc.

• iaj ■>
= F o r fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  p le a se  w rite  :—

I MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., |
I P. O. B. No. 24, |
j B ARAM ATI (Poona) INDIA.
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Literacy Campaign fim WeuesBieia
By F e l i x  A d a m

Today, illiteracy has almost completely disap- 
Venezuela, discovered by Columbus in 1498 peared in the cities, but it still remains a problem in 

on his third voyage to the New World, is the isolated rural areas.
northernmost country of South Ameiica. It is a Every sector of the population has lent its support
nation of̂  young people : more than half °f]ts to tbe campaign. But the primary factor in its suc-
8 million inhabitants are less than 20 yeais o i . cess was the setting up of a democratic Government

r „ , , T . . . r, which initiated a land reform, brought about social
Like all Latin American countries, ene- improvements and launched a bold education

zuela which is about one and a half times the programme
size o f France—is confronted with the problem * s
of illiteracy. Since 1958, a vigorous campaign We attacked the problem on two fronts simulta-
was launched by the government; in five years neously. Efforts were made both to set up schools
nearly 1,350,000 persons have learned to read for children not yet enrolled and to teach adults not
and write. This success has received wide-spread only to read and write, but to use their new know-
spread attention in other Latin American count- ledge to improve their living conditions. 
ries and the advice of the Venezuelian services
has been requested for literacy campaigns in Thus, whenever a literacy centre was opened for
Panama, Bolivia and Honduras. - adults a primary school was established rhis policy

resulted in the enrolment of some 700,000 children.
How these results were achieved and what For adults the aim of education is to enable

the future promises are described in the article them to increase their knowledge so that they can 
published below by Mr. Felix Adam, Director of achieve a higher standard of living. Consequently,
the Office of Adult Education in Venezuela. in conjunction with literacy course, adults are offered

_______  ______________ the opportunity of learning a trade.
This training is available principally in adult edu-

FREE and compulsory primary education wns cation centres, technical centres for women and 
decreed by law in Venezuela as early as 1870 by “Escuelas Granjas Comunales”, or farm schools. 
President Guzman Blanco, who was responsible There, adults and young peasants receive an elemen- 

for setting up more than three thousand schools. But tary education, supplemented by courses in agricul- 
it was not until ninety years later that our country (l)re and animal husbandry, 
moved into the vanguard of the struggle against
iiiitcracy- The Farm  Schools

In Guzman Blanco s time, 83% of the population The “Escuelas Granjas” are autonomous units 
iUitorate and this percentage remained up to which finance their own activities through the sale of 

19.il) In 19o8, there were still more than two million farm produce. At the “Canoabo” farm school, for 
illiterates in Venezuela 38.4 ,!0 of the population. instance, chicken raising has brought in 300,000

^  , , , nco . , , . , . dollars in three years. Other schools specialize inOctober , 1958 however, marked an important bee.keepjng) in raising cattIe> pigSj anFd rabbits .
turning-point. On that day, six thousand hteiacy wbjie yet others concentrate on fruit production and 
centres opened their doors to 300,000 student^ vegetable gardening, 
while volunteer teachers took charge of 200,000
others. Students graduating from the “Escuelas Granjas”

receive an interest-free loan of 1,200 dollars (repay- 
, ; . , able in three years) which enables them to farm small
l nprececteiiteu t-tlo it family plots, under the supervision of the schools’

The results of those efforts went beyond all ex- cIln*Ct  ̂ personnel, 
pectations. In live years the percentage of liliterates Venezuela’s national mobilization against illiter- 
fell to 13.64%. Nearly 1,350,000 persons had learned acy has drawn from many sources. More than 
to read and write ! 3,000 national guardsmen, as well as men and officers
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from the navy and army have taken an active part in have played an important role in the campaign, 
the campaign, especially in the frontier regions where disseminating information, texts for new literates 
there are few schools. and news prepared by the Adult Education Office.

Collective listening groups, or “radio schools” are 
Tine W orld’s Youngest Teacher organized in rural areas, and “floating literacy units”

have been established along the rivers. Today, 1,099 
Among the volunteer teachers, the members of correspondence and adult education centres are 

the “Literacy Legion”—who number about 100,000 operating in Venezuela, and 374,439 persons have 
—deserve a special mention. These are school taken primary education and training courses during 
children aged from 10 to 14 who have made a valu- the past four years, 
able contribution to the campaign. An outstanding
example is Mirna Escalona Pirela, a small girl of More than 2,500,000 copies of the first reading 
nine, not yet old enough to join the “Legion”, primer, “Breaking The Chains,” was printed in 
Undaunted, Mirna decided to strike out on her own. 1958; and the first edition of the second book, 
She taught seven persons to read and write, includ- “Let’s Read, Friends,” totalled 500,000 copies in 
ing her own father, and had them pass their exami- 1959.
nations. The press named her the “World’s Young- , Venezuela is not snarinv its efforts to com-
est School Teacher” and in recognition of her work, , J .™ s Venezuela 1S not sPannf  lts ettorts to com 
the Minister of Education granted her a scholar- bat illiteracy and to promote adult education two 
. ■ 6 indispensable steps m the economic and social deve-

,,, , lopment of a nation.
All the mass media—press, radio and television —(UNESCO FEATURES)

m ;3^m m m nn'~innnnnnnm ):<nnmmmGmmnmE3a

NEVER;
COMPARE^*)

1 “s a0way §  ̂ So it is
w hen you com pare m etric  w eights  

|1 a81̂  m easures w ith  o b so lete  units
ioke seer ©r vis*. You w ill on ly  

i m r n n r ' f l  w aste  your tim e and often lose in 
th e  transactoonio.

• 4 ’r ' * T • »< , Ir
F o r  q u i c k  s e r v i c e  a n d  f a i r  d e a l i n g

use METRIC UNITS
BA 63/341
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L I T E R A C Y  F O R  P R O G R E S S
By Sohan Singh

SOME years ago the late Prime exactly, because education is a can only mumble his scepticism
Minister Nehru was reported sound investment that he is about the “best of the nation's
to have said that the extinc- pressing on his government ability” and reassert his faith in

tion of illiteracy in India must to give a high, if not the the casual relationship between
wait because more urgent pro- highest priority to education, economic progress and universal
blems must be tackled and solved In support of his argument he- literacy. The matter rests there, 
before that is done. This type points out to the high correlation but the phrase “economic take off
of thinking is almost universal of education and national wealth, first, education after-wards” is as
amon« those who shape govern- to the high correlation between astigmatic as it is plausible. The
mental policy in India today. I education and more equitable plausibility of it is the fashion of
suppose, the same is true of distribution of wealth in a com- today and I need not say more
manv other developing countries munity and also to other indi- about it. But the astigmatism
in the world. cators of economic progress, of it—that I will endeavour to

The educator has also tried to show.
We must examine this view- probe deeper and lay hare the I will begin by recalling an 

point. If there is truth in it, type 0f mentality needed for excellent statement made by 
then the educator—not only the “socio-economic” progress and Plato in his “Republic” : the
adult educator—must lie low for the connection between literacy State is individual writ large,
the time the rulers are able to ancj this mentality. State, or for that matter, Society,
solve the allegedly more urgent . is a complex affair and it is often
problems and devise their This argument has given difficult to judge about the truth 
strategy accordingly. If on exam- the educator quite an exciting or otherwjse Gf a statement about 
ination we find that there is time and one can read in socjety_ But State or Society is 
not much truth in it, vde must UNESCO s documents, that aftcr aI1 a device to amplify the 
state as clearly as possible the organization to which educators dimensions of human life, and 
reasons which serve to demolish all over the world look upto, sometjmes jt js helpful to test a
this standpoint. especially when their own govern- statement on human life in the

Wha. is the more urgent pro- small. i.e,, on an individual, to
blem before a nation such as a!®° g‘yen 1 ® . g ^ see its implications for human
ours which must first be tackled f  ° lt J °  1th‘® difference to the life in thc large’ that is> the State'
r m S y bf U ^ r bS  P o S n A d v i c e
answer is unanimous We must .which R a t io n  figures rather And so ,et us imagine our-
bi.ild our economic strength low- And he lst P ^ r e d  to selves in the position of a 
before everything else. In more exchange argument for argument, guardian of an ambitious lad.
sophisticated language, we must jn the complicated world of Shall we advise him like this :
win the battle for the economic today he who strives for bread “My dear, first try to make your- 
“take off” before we wage thc ajone l0 the exclusion, say of self rich and then when you have 
battle for universal literacy, education, will not have even the achieved this objective, then 
Education of the people of a bread, because you simply cannot think of your education. If you 
standard, let us say, required in have bread without education find that you cannot get rich 
the U.N.’s Declaration of Human and training. The politician will without some education, then try 
rights requires vast resources. Is agree readily, but he will point to 8et tlie minimum education 
it not simple and logical that we out that the education required that W<U enable you to get rich, 
should first strive to build the for Bread (economic deve- After you have amassed sufficient 
resources and then try to satisfy Jopment) does not involve uni- wealth, do think of your educa- 
the idealistic urge of the modern versal literacy and least of all tion then. This, my lad, is my 
man embodied in the Declara- adult education and that the type seasoned advice to you.” 
d°n ? and degree and extent of educa- Such is the glamour of the

This argument is now in tion which will enable a nation phrase “standard of living”— 
vogue all the world over. The to win its bread is being given to meaning, affluence—these days, 
educator has fallen in line with it. the best of the nation's ability— that many will at the bottom of 
He only points out meekly that i.e. to say, ability subject to the their hearts sympathise with and 
education --and, of course, liter- scarcity of resources, which is so even openly applaud, this advice 
acy is a sure means to econo- chronic in a developing country, of the guardian to his ward. But, 
mic development, that it is In answer to this the educator seriously, will anyone conscious
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of the destiny of man on this nation. And the American nothing. This was the case with 
planet give this advice to the statesman of early days never Egypt of the pre-Christian era. 
youngman . Will he not on the tailed to emphasise both in word This was the case with pre- 
o ici hand advise the lad to look and deed the great role of educa- Muslim India. In accordance 
first and foremost to enhance as tion in the American Society of with the standard of their res- 
much as possible the reach of their conception. The words of pective eras these were prosperous 
Ins mind and think of riches men like Horace Mann will countries. But their sad failure 
strictly as instrumental and sub- always be an inspiration to all in the field of education dogged 
ordinate to this objective ? The men who believe in education. them in all fields, including the

c x lp iS 1 to t r Cr «  "of fteir j* « »  *  USSR- T T *  .
fellowmen, those persons who e Soviet leaders, even m the When a nation goes after 
through poverty and suffering 5 roe!L  ? , P lvd W?r> economic prosperity, while rele-
have educated themselves shows thouSht.nrst of making the entire gating education of the people 
that the spirit of man is akin P°Pulatl0n iterate and pursued to a secondary place, then, apart 
more to the b u i l d i n g  of the minds !, r with a determination from eventual economic stagna- 
of men that comes through ^ at should serve as an inspira- tion, the wealth itself is inequit- 
cducation than to economic tl01? to Ieaders in the developing ably distributed in society 
might. nations of today. When the and a strong inegalitarian
Mni-ii «f i r  -i Soviet leaders made the decision trend establishes itself in

iiisioiy t0 ^educate all men and women society. In the long run this has
I invite you to have a panora- to be literate their economy was dangerous potentialities. I am 

mic look at human history. How hi complete disarray. By 1934 affraid, this is what is happening 
has man, or let us say, the they had broken the back of the in India.
Western man been able to achieve massive illiteracy that was their 
his position of pre-eminence heritage from the Czars. The ^h ebcr Committee 
among men, including his economic “take oil” of Russia No one can accuse the
affluence ? He did so, because he belongs to a later date. Dhebar Committee of any illwill
tried to understand nature and . against the ruling party in India
share this understanding widely. sra8natlon and it was the Dhebar Com-
His better technology resulted As against that what is the mittee’s finding that in India the
from his greater knowledge and record of the nations that place rich were becoming richer and 
understanding of nature, The economy before education 9 I wju the poor poorer. To my mind 
knowledge and understanding and not name other nations lest I be 11 is ver-v c,ear that we are 
sharing the knowledge and misunderstood, though what I headin8 towards a catastrophe, 
understanding, the essence of say is applicable to many of the ai}d . lf things continue like this 
education, came first, economic developing nations But l can within ten years we will find 
progress, afterwards—this is the speak frankly of my own country, ourselves amidst shambles of 
moral ot history of western man, Today after 17 years of Inde- ruins not vefy different from the 
or if you like it, of the history of pendence—the time within which ruin which comes of war. Only 
mankind. He who forgets this Russia had practically “liqui- a stron8 egalitarian policy, of 
moral does so at his own peril. dated” the problem of illiteracy whi?h universal literacy is an 

This is a generalisation, which we are no where near the inalienable part, can reverse the 
holds good in individual goal of universal literacy, disastrous trend, 
instances. We have before us the We have even shed all I wish to make it quite clear 
example of the two giants among qualms about dishonouring the that I am not criticising the 
modern nations—U S.A. and pledge to the country given in Government. The men in
U.S.S. R. Even a nodding article 45 of our Constitution and the Government are a part 
acquaintance with the history of we are facing as much economic of the Indian intelligentsia, 
these people will show that from stagnation as we are facing And the intelligentsia, which was 
the very beginning both of them educational stagnation. " in the vanguard of the battle for
laid great stress on education. We cannot allay the stin" of national independence, suddenly
The first colonies of the white our misfortune by saying that it found itself after Independence 
man in America set apart resour- is due to a special combination without an adversary, almost witii- 
ces for the education of the of hostile circumstances. We had out a purpose, and so lost its soul, 
children and also the adults. In said that in human history It is the general malaise of our 
fact the theory that education is knowledge and education come intelligentsia that I am trying to 
the birthright of every member of first, economic progress after- analyse and not any part of it. 
a society is an American invention wards. Conversely, those people Ultimately the question is:
and tnis invention belongs to a who had laid stress on economic Supposing we determine to pursue 
period long before the economic prosperity first to the detriment egalitarian policies in our national 
'take oft’ of the American of education have eventually got life, including its necessary
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implication of universal literacy, Perversity of Democracy is not the: type of' dê ° “ ®cy
can we do it ? My answer to this ; know : wM be told tha, you 3e°mdocracy, clai™  moft
1S • can keep the population at the allegiance from us than the
Vision Needed minimum adequate standard of destiny of man which can be

When India was faced with byinS only. bY violating hl!ma‘a advanced only by intensifying the 
Chinese aggression Finance dlSnity and democracy and we role of intelligence in man’s 
Minister Desai^found means to have to choose between affairs. For a developing nation 
m lect extra 800 Jrores 5  rupees democracy and - rapid econo- this means an organisation of 

one financial v e l r  This was mic (als0 educational) pro- national life, so that all have a
do no6 without causing g e n S  gress’ and that India has made minimum adequate standard of done without c a u s in g  geet jts choice. There is really no ]ivi and ng part 0f national
homes^iust the contrarv No force in this argument, unless we res0Urces are diverted to luxuries
educatki'S  has ever demanded take shibboleths for arguments. and devoting all resources to theeducationist has ever demanae The questl0n is, what is more buiidillg Up of educational,
clear Tha^ it is all a question of desirable: education for the economic and social institutions
orTorit es that s of v E  PeoP’e, or oPPortumty f° r a- befitting a modern society,pilorities, mat is, oi vision. to become rich, even very rich?

There is so much of waste jhe essence of democracy is that Unsound Theory
inherent in our economic struc- die innovative spirit of man To sum up, I  have tried to
ture—so the economists tell us— should not be crushed under the show that the theory of education
that a plugging of it will give the stream-roller of social power— s o ie iy  as investment, which
government enough money for mav be of State or of majority— springs from the theory of
all the educational needs of the and that on the contrary, every “economic take off first and

• country and more. individual should have the facili- education to stand behind” is
ThP nnint k  that for a deve- ties to Pursue freely bis path unSound in theory and disastrous

I on in!?2 nationthere is no other leading to his own fulfilment and in p ractice. The soul of man
wi v excent to keep the entire tbe g°od of his fellowman. To does not ije m economics, it lies
nrYnle at t l i - “minimum adequate read in democracy freedom and in knowledge and education. No
stand-ixl of 1living’’ for sometime opportunity for some individual nation has ever achieved eminence
f n r d e r  to b fd up the basic to obtain comfort and luxuries by legating education to a
;;is,r«ut„fofb a ,l i r „ ,'“ oS .s;j ? * * * & « * £ .  « * » • o n th e o ,h "
among which the educational fellowman is a <• P hand, the nations which have
institutions are second to none. slon 0 1 • placed economy before education
A society in which a few have Modern Age have not fared too well in
the freedom and the opportunity , „ , „
to built up fortunes in a few The essence of modern times ancient or modern times. Pro- 
years through chit funds, specu- is the application of intelligence vjded they keep their economic
lations, hoarding or price mani- to ad ^ f^ n d th e d isT a crm e n t ambitions within bounds, most nutation nnd the iyiqss of the &nd socicil, cinti tne Gispiaccnicn
peiple ?ive sans c d S o n  a *  of sheer sentimentalism by intelli- developing nat.ons have resource . 
the privilege of sharing in the gence. Inevitably moie room lot adequate both for universal 
great and exciting expansion intelligence means more organisa- literacy and reasonable economic 
of man’s mind is a lion, because, intelligence is cons- What is required is
society oblivious of its own cious control and conscious cont P ° . .
destiny and negligent of its rol comes only through organisa- plugging social waste. This 
contribution to the progress of tion. More organisation means means keeping the population for
mankind. The minimum ade- less scope ‘‘for d°  aS long as necessary on the mini-
quate standard of living for a l l -  what one likes. Thus, the la is s e z  101  ̂ y
is the device which will give us f a i r e  type of democracy is not mum adequate standa.d of living, 
money for education. It will suited to modern times, to give This is in no way regimentation, 
also leave enough money for our a concrete example, it a peasan anti-democratic. It is only
economic progress-at least, more is his own mas er in deciding to or ant! aemocr y
progress than what we can show sow what he likes in h,s fields the application of ntelli 
today—provided we are not too and till his fields in the way fie gence in controlling social pro- 
much obsessed with the race for likes, though that may mean, The democracy suited to
the “take off.” No other way is when practised on a large scale- 
possible. Especially, no foreign difficulties lor society, and you modem
assistance, however generous, give him this freedom in the maximum possible scope for the
can help a people unless they name of democracy, then I niav 0f intelligence in the corpo-
help themselves in the way men- submit it is restricting the role of 1 J ~
tioned here. intelligence in human affairs and rate atlairs ot men.
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A Review of Some Adult Education 
Programmes in India

Shri J. L. Sachdeva

"DEFORE launching a new pro- adults_ were earners and hence from anyone who can read—a
u 1S always necessary they did not find it always con- literate adult or a school-going

that the results of the pre- venient to come together to the child. The adult can learn to
vious attempts should be taken class daily at the time fixed for read anywhere and at anytime,
into consideration because they the class. On account of this As the cards are small enough
serve as a torch light to move irregularity of attendance the to be carried by the adult in
forward on a new path. So any teacher was unable to follow his pocket, he can choose his
new attempt in adult education successfully the class method of own time of study. He can devote
must be guided by the previous teaching. He was obliged, very as much time as he can spare
experiments made in this field In often, to resort to individual for the task. These cards are
tins article an attempt has been teaching on account of the un- a special help to adult women
made to review _ some of the equal progress of the adults. This who are unable to attend
experiments made in adult edu- led to a waste of time, energy classes,
cation in India. and money. It was therefore • . oll T,

In the city of Bombay, the th e Principl.e ° f self- adult education will begin when
Bombay City Social Education hof  d , ^  introduced he has proved by his
Committee has conducted a l  T T 'S °f tion, that he is eager for learn-
large number of classes for j£ad" ing and means busincss- The 
adult literacy in the premises of & T h f iL i l ' i i  h A ̂  P  adlllts so instructed by their
some of the textile mills and ^nRed th? V m S v  ovvn studV do attend * classesother industrial concerns. The S  i  c / f  5me of Slelf-Study which are started for their
employers meet the entire g ^ aras- further instruction ; they are
expenses of these classes which The method adopted in these motivated, 
are held outside the work- cards is tbe association of picture
ing hours. The classes are and words. Suitable pictures are Condensed Course
successful to a point but best associated with easy words. The Another experiment made in 
result could not be achieved pictures selected are objects com- the field of adult education had
because the employers did not nionly known to adults and been to conduct condensed
allow the adult workers to attend hence they can easily read the course of training for adult
the class within the working picture, and can automatically women who had a little educa-
hours. An American Industrial recognise the words placed below tion. This programme was
concern in Bombay—the Corn tbe pictures. This helps the based on the assumption that
Products Ltd., allowed its adults to read letters of the cards women between the ages 20 and
illiterate adults to attend classes used *° sbow the picture. One 35, if taught for two years could
within their premises and the card contains four pictures and be enabled to pass middle or
time of attendance at such classes f°ur words, each word having eighth standard examination,
were counted towards their work- two new letters. There are also A mature women will learn
ing time. other letters and words for prac- quicker and perhaps better than
G .. c . . tice on each card. The adult can a teenager. So in 1959 the
aeJf-btudy Reading Cards master the words and through Central Social Welfare Board,

The Bombay Committee also them the letters by repetition, launched a programme of con-
introduced another scheme to The usual letters-consonants and densed course to prepare a
train illiterate adults to read and vowels and their combinations mature woman for specialised 
write. The name given to the and also some conjunct conso- training and employment as 
scheme was “The Bombay nants—are covered in 20 cards. village level workers, midwives,
Scheme of Self-Study Reading These Reading Cards are primary school teachers etc. The
Cards.” This scheme was intro- based on the principle of self- running of the course was entrus- 
duced because the class room learning which demands indivi- ted t0 voluntary agencies. The 
instructions were beset with dual attention and diligence. No women were paid stipend, 
many difficulties. The adults classroom is required nor any Th?se .courses were mostly 
learning in the classes of different formal class teaching. The residential, 
ages were of different cultural scheme eliminates the need of a The result of the first group 

. levels and they differed in their regular instructor. If some guid- of condensed courses of training 
capacity to learn. Almost all ance is required, it can be had came in 1962. The were very
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encouraging and showed that on 1963 there were 21 functioning Specialised Agencies
an average a minimum of 69.2% schools. The age group of The most popular experi-
and maximum of 95% of candi- students in these schools is bet- ments made in the field of adult
dates had been declared ween 14 to 50. education in India had been the
successful. Before setting up the schools spread of specialised agencies

The Indian Adult Education a preliminary survey was made such as peoples schools, colleges
Association with the financial 0f the villages to find o u t: and institutions which keep as
support of Central Social Wei- their chief aim the spread of
fare Board in 1961 undertook an (a) the leadership pattern knowledge in popular form,
experiment to prepare 25 adult avai,ability of teachers
women in two years time for t '  influence in the ,, un,v? ? lty- scfiooi_ ana
the matriculation examination. m.e.lr innuence Tne colleges. They are agencies for
The object of the experiment was village providing facilities for acquisi-
(i) to find out the most effec- (c) accommodation and hous- tion by common man of know- 
tive method of teaching for such ing facilities. ledge of advances made in the
courses (ii) to evolve a basic (d) ways and means to inte- held of science, technology, 
curriculum and syllabus of these rest the Panchayats in humanities and arts,
courses with a view to suggest running the schools and Vidyapith
fo°rdadult°sf S6Parate eXaminati°n (e) to establish contact with An experimentin adult

, , , perspective earne . education had been conducted in
The women who attended the Whole-hearted support came the Vidyapith in Nanjangud in

courses were in the age group ol j-rom tjie middle and the Mysore under the Mysore State 
20-35. They studied in the jower castes for literacy work. Adult Education Council. There 
very odd circumstances. Some j i ie response has been very they are bringing in young 
were married and had to look: encouraging and the Pradhans villagers who have had rudiments
after the home and children, undertook the job of maintain- of education and are themselves 
Inspite ol these facts 18 continued • sufficient attendance in the engaged in different village 
the studies upto the end. After ^  occupations and so are familiar
the completion of two-years, 18 with the needs and requirements
women appeared for the Punjab Thru’ Students 0f countryside. These villagers
Matriculation Examination out jt js ajways emphasised that are kept in the Vidyapith for a
of which 10 were successful. The the university should also make few months, and are trained to 
result is encouraging anc. it is contribution in the field of adult improve their own skill as crafts- 
hoped if such courses are conti- education. An attempt was made man. They are also taught how 
nued they will be useful. by the Allahabad University to teach adult villagers improved
Functional T iteraev Social Service League in late methods of productions, literacy

. . e . 1938. It established a night and civic education. These trained
An expenment in Junctional scfi0ol at Tallierganj. Members village youths, may prove more 

literacy has been made in some , rotation, gave instructions, effective than the over-burdened 
of the village around Lucknow which, consisted of the three R’s. village school teacher, in impart- 
by Literacy House. I he system j{ie number of pupils soon grew ing education to the rural people, 
has been divided inio two paits. to 40, including both adults and More Vidyapiths have been set- 
First is a primer which imparts yOUth. It was found that for the up in Mysore, 
the basic skills of reading and adults mere literacy classes did .
writing. 1 his is followed by not jiave much interest ; so along Extension Lecture
three graded readers which will wjfo ^  gghool, and as a part of The University of Delhi has
fix the primary skills learnt normal work, recreation pro- been organising Extension 
through the primer and help him gramme was provided and twice Lectures for the benefit of the 
further in reaching the goal of a talks were given on citizens of Delhi from the
functional literacy. subjects of practical utility. Some academic year 1957-58. The

The lessons revolve round festivals were celebrated and scheme comprises two series : 
subjects closely related to adult a p]ay was staged. Literacy One is called the General lectures 
needs. They also impart citizen- classes were organised for Hostel on “Introducing India” and the 
ship education through readable servants, and almost all of them other specialised lectures. The 
lessons. were made literate. Exhibition lectures are delivered by the staff

To proceed with this work on crafts and cottage products of University of Delhi at a
Naya Savcra schools had was also organised. The League number of centres spread over-
been opc ted in village on Luck- also published primers for adults the entire city of Delhi The 
now-Sultanpur and Lucknow- and others books to ensure that General Series on “Introducing 
Raibarelly Roads about 9 miles those who become literate should India” consists of 15 lectures on 
from Lucknow. In September not relapse into illiteracy. cultural, historical, economic and
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other important aspects of Indian (3) The New Delhi Municipal Group songs (iv) Mushiaras and
life. The specialised series covers Committee and kavi samelans (v) Preeti
a wider range and compises These centres strive to en- Bboj and (vi) Social get-together,
about a half dozen courses of 10 COurage people to utilise their 3. Recreational Activities :
lectures each on difterent subjects spare dme purposefully in educa- (i) Indoor games (ii) Outing 
such as International Develop- tional, cultural and recreational (iii) Competitions.

Economy fior activities; to take advantage of , c • / c • a *■
India, Philosophy, History, Hindi die opportunities provided for ... 5\ ocia Service Activities_. 
Literature English Literature and individual and social develop- (0 Literacy campaign (n) Civic 
so on The average number of ment and to develop civic and and sanitation drives (in Forma- 
candidates enrobed per year is and social consciousness. tion of Mohalla Committee (iv)
nearly 1000 and over 100 teachers Organising of training courses,
of University of Delhi have parti- Activities in the Social Educa- 5# Crafts : Sewing and cut- 
cipated in the scheme. tion Centres consists o f . ting and embroidering knitting

It is an experiment in adult 1. Educational Activities : laundry and dyeing, cooking,
education which aims at impart- (i) Literacy Classes (ii) Reading weaving etc. 
ing further knowledge to an Rooms and Libraries (iii) Wall- DMC Social Education De-
already educated section of the News sheets (iv) Talks, discus- nartment have so far 0 Social
Public. missions, debates and symposia I d u S n  Centres and 12 Tub

Similar extension lecture pro- (v) Radio Programmes, (vi) Tele- Centres for men, 17 Social Edu- 
gramme has been started by the vision Programmes (vii) Exhibi- cation Centres for women, 85 
Bombay, Poona and Rajasthan tions. adult literacy classes, 8 children
Universities. 2. Cultural Activities : (i) classes and 8 public reading
Correspondence Course Film shows Dramas ^  rooms-

The Indian Adult Education — — ——— -———— ------ —------------ -------— “ — " ~

pondence0^course"fo?industrial All India Nellrii Literacy Fund
workers on ‘Trade Unionism’
and ‘Collective Bargaining’ in r^7  E acknowledge with thanks 2. Head Master, Govt.

W  the following contribution Tikam Chand Jain Primary 
. Tlie course is designed to to All India Nehru Literacy School, Ajmer, Rajasthan
impart knowledge and informa- Fund received in response to our Rs. 23.00
tion on the trade union move- appeal. It is our hope that other
ment so as to enable _ the worker educator, social education workers 3. Headmaster, Govt. Oswal 
to play his role effectively in the and interested people would j ajn primarv School, Ajmer
unjon as well as in the public. send their contribution to the ' Rs 22.60

The full course of ‘Trade noble cause.
Unionism’ and ‘Collective Bar- ]. Head Master, Government
gaining’ consists of 52 lessons Middle School. Kanpura, Rajas- Total Rs. 57.70
and the student is to receive than ' Rs. 12.10 --------
two lessons in a fortnight.
Each student is charged Rs. 11/-
towards admission and tuition . .  . . w r n l 17 F i c l i p r
fee for the entire course. I  e l l C l t a t lO H S  tO  W e i t l i y  T 1S11U1

The aim is that through the
Correspondence Course it will be rrtH P Tndim Adult Education of the UNESCO—sponsored 
possible to reach a large number 1 1 Association feliciated Mrs. workshop of the National Study 
of workers who are not able to S i S f o u n d e r  of Group. Among those who atten-
make use of the workers educa- the S fe?L ucknow  on ded were Pro!'. Brin ey Thomas,
tion programmes conducted at , er Reiving Magsaysay Award Shri John Bowers Shr. Krishna- 
present by various agencies. for her services to the cause of murthy of UNESCO, Shri J. C.
Social Education Centres in Delhi literacy. The function was he^. Najiona) Qomtcil of

In Delhi, Social Education p  nShnmid^ Vice-President Educational Research and Train- 
Centres have been started by A s s o c ^ n  presided and ing, Shri Neki Ram Gupta,
three agencies llandV d m !s Edslmr on behalf Deputy Director of Education,

(1) The Directorate of Educa- 0f the adult education workers, the trade Umon Icadci Rajni
tion The function synchronised Mukerji, Shri Lindahl of

(2) The Delhi Municipal with the reception given by the IJ.S A.LD. anclb.in -. . 0111 ne
Corporation Association to the participants ot J.c*. .0.
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t - I| our way |
I is clear . . . I
1 1

i
m i®  ^  India is on the mote and the old order passes . . .  ^

The initiative comes to our people non and see shall 
make the history o j our choice Let us all join in this 
might)' task and make India, the pride o f our heart, ^

H  great among nations, foremost in the arts o f peace W

i
”  and progress The door is open and destiny beckons

“ f  f  , 1
m  —-Jawaharlal Nehru m

l  • I

1
$  ^  Our way is straight and clear— the building up

o f a socialist democracy at home with freedom and | |

prosperity for all, and the maintenance o f world
peace and friendship with all nations abroad ^  Jw

1
— La! Bahadur Shastri W

Prime Minisrer va

1  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ i
Wi O ur economic planning and the policy of non-alignment have laid firm foundation* w

t
'*1 for progress, prosperity and peace Cn

Let us work together to build a strong and prosperous India. m
Discipline and united action arc the only answer to the challenge of today. ^

: J AI H I N D  i

(
M A R C H  T O G E T H E R . W O R K  T O G E T H E R  |  I

I
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Central Body For Social Education
Recommenced

Adult Education’s Importance For Development
Stressed

Improving the quality of education and emphasis on the role of education as a vital unifying force 
and positive instrument of social and economic development were the key-note of the main recommend­
ations of the Central Advisory Board of Education which ended its two-day session in Bangalore on 
October 12. The Union Minister of Education, Shri M.C. Chagla, presided.

The Board expressed concern over the slow progress in the eradication of illiteracy and recom­
mended that a central body be appointed for the purpose of proper planning and implementation of 
social education and literacy programmes.

IV/IEMBERS of the Board expressed the opinion allied industries, cooperation, panchayats and family 
that the responsibility for social education planning had not gone forward primarily because of 
should be solely with the Union Ministry of inadequate attention to adult education and the fai- 

Education and the Departments of Education of lure of the human factor. In the Fourth Plan, he said,
State Governments and Union Territories. the Planning Commission was thinking of a very much

It recommended that the seven-point programme biS8er programme of adult education than ever before. 
outlined by the Committee on the concept of Social While surveying the educational developments in 
Education should form the basis for future planning the country since May last year the Education 
of programmes on social education. • Ministers from various States laid great emphasis on

Speaking on the subject, Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao, the need for improving the standards of education 
stressed the great importance of adult education at all levels. The key-role of the teacher in this ta:,k
from the point of view of development He was of wa® of special significance. In fact, the ultimate
the view that our programmes of agriculture and access of any educational effort depended largely on

the teacher, they said
. It was agreed that the main objective in the 
I Fourth Plan should be consolidation and improvc- 

Editorial Board ment of the standard and quality of education.
Dr. M. S. Mehta Elementary Education

Shri Maganbhai Desai The Board recommended several measures for
cf . r r  M„iU „ r n  „ improving the standard of education at all stages.
bnn J' Mamur, AC-6- To improve elementary education, it suggested a six-

Dr. T. A. Koshy point plan including better qualified and better-
Shri HP. Saksena. trained teachers, suitable textbooks, improvement in

teacher-pupil ratio and development of the school 
Published by  health programme. The Board suggested that selected

Indian A dult Education Association. schools in different areas should be developed as
17-B, Indraprastha M arg, New Delhi model schools

, 5L.is „ ,p„0„ GW>. E d itio n
Rs. s . o ° :  . oreign $ so . The Board felt that any future programme of

Single Copy Re. 2 .00  expansion at the elementary stage consisted mostly
I ( Continued on page 2 )



Literacy Campaign Started in Assam

FOR eradicating illiteracy from amongst the peo- Rupolii, Khagarijan, Kapili Development Blocks and
pie of the age-group 15 to 40 years of Nowgong Bingiapotani mauza of Kathiatoli Development
district of Assam in two years, a Pilot Project Block, 

of intensive Mass Literacy drive was inaugurated on The jay's programme on October 2, started with 
October 2, 1964 in different places of Koliabor, processions in all the above areas. In Nowgong

town after Shri Dharmadutta Sarma, State Social 
„  . , , t, i P  n . 1 r i  .. Education Officer, Assam had explained the objectivesCentral Body lor hocial JLdUicatiOli of the campaign, Shri Chatra Sing Teron, Minister

Recommended of Tribal Affairs addressed the gathering asking edu-
( Continued from page 1 ) cated men and women to offer their voluntary ser-

„ . . , . " . , T. . , vices for the eradication of illiteracy,of expansion of education among girls. It accepted r . . ^  . . . ,
the recommendations of the Bhaktavatsalam Com- In the afternoon the campaign was inaugurated 
mittee regarding mobilization of public cooperation at Kuoritol by Shri F.A. Ahmed, Finance Minister 
for promoting girls’ education. It recommended that who on Ins way back to Nowgong addressed the 
special measures like construction of teachers’ meeting at Bhogamor and Puranigudan also, where 
quarters in rural areas, hostels, school meals and the inauguration was done respectively by Shri U.K. 
supply of uniforms be taken up in the Fourth Plan Sharma, Joint D.P.I. and Shri Chatra Sing Teron, 
period to encourage girls’ education and that the Minister, ofTnbal Affairs, who also inaugurated the 
Centre should provide hundred per cent assistance campaign at Katanigaon prior to Puranigudam. 
to States for this purpose. ^hri s C- Rajkhowa, D.P.I., Assam, and Shri mat i

Kamal Kuman Barooa, Deputy Minister, Education 
Secondary Education inaugurated the campaign respectively at Kujidah

For the improvement of secondary education, and Barrapujia. 
the Board recommended that in addition to strength- 1 ?
ening the existing schemes other measures should be C .M . S Appeal
taken. These included improvement of science In an appeal, Shri B.P. Chaliha, the Chief Minis- 
teaching, special training of science teachers, ter Assam said “A high percentage of our population 
improvement and expansion of multi-purpose schools is still illiterate. Unless the vast mass of our people 
and strengthening of science laboratories. The is made literate as early as possible the path of our 
Board also recommended that selected schools at the progress will not be smooth.... The speciality of the 
rate of one in four blocks should be developed as Pilot Project is that the teachers, the students, the 
model schools for talented children. social workers and every literate men and wo-
Diversification of Courses ™en of, the state shou!d offer th,eir voluntary services

The Board recommended that to relieve the for making cent percent people literate to enable 
pressure on universities and colleges, there should be thf m to participate actively in the developmental 
a diversification of courses which should be terminal schemes of the country.
in character. This diversification, which should be Shri D.K. Barooa, Education Minister and 
development-oriented, should begin at the end of the Shrimati K.K. Barooa, Deputy Education Minister 
elementary stage. The expansion of these courses also issued appeals requesting the people to offer 
should be undertaken in accordance with opportuni- their voluntary services.
ties for employment. However, to provide an Instructional M ateria l
opportunity for higher studies to those taking these . .
courses, the Board recommended that adjustment Necessary instructional materials which will be 
course^ should be started to prepare them for higher supplied free to the adults joining the literacy classes 
studies by the Social Education Department have been sent

The Board also recommended that there should to the Block Headquarters. The Anchalik Pancha- 
be vocational guidance at the secondary stage to yats have arranged for the supply ol writing mate- 
guide the students to choose their future careers, rials. The Social Education Department has further 
However, in view of the immediate need of the arranged to bear a portion of the cost or lighting 
large number of students seeking admission to arrangement for the classes which will be held in the 
colleges, the Board suggested that facilities for evening hours.
higher learning should be provided to this increasing The Campaign has assumed the proportion of 
numbei while at the same time taking all effective the mass movement in these areas, and the gather-
steps to improve the quality of education. ings in many of the inaugural functions were as big

The Board suggested tiiat model colleges should as in the meetings held during the Quit India Move- 
be started at the rate of one in the state. It also ment. The impact has been so large that men and 
suggested that more centres of advanced study women above the age of 40 have also demanded to 
should be started in different parts of the country. join the literacy classes.
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Workers Education is an Investment in Human Beings
Labour Minister’s Address at C.B.W.E.

. ^hri D. Sanjivayya, Union Minister of Labour and Employment, no*e that the Board has produced 
inaugurating the annual meeting of the Central Board of Workers’ 35 booklets written in simple
. ducation in New Delhi on October 9 said “Workers’ Education is an English for the use of workers,
investment in human beings and there could be no sounder investment These booklets have been trans-
or nobler endeavour than that calculated to make workers enlightened lated into 12 regional languages,
about their role m the developments that are taking place all around and so far 231 booklets have

em' been published in regional langu-

Swp c .. . . .  ages- Objectivity and non-politi-
m !o^IIJ1Vâ a sa*d that in Considerable Expansion cal character of the booklets have
U63-64 over 65,000 workers He said “The srhpmp nf «/nr been maintained throughout.”were trained. This was more i, . said, . the scheme ol wor- 6

than the number of workers J ducatl°n 1S n°w passing _ Concluding Shri Sanjivayya
trained in the past four years n  - i3 phase of expansion, said “It is only through education 
put together. It represented an • VnDP, as* ^ear’ we inade con- that the trade union movement in 
increase of 123 per cent over last siderable progress ; and I am the country can be strengthened, 
years’ figure. The programme , appy L  not.e dJat at present we labour-management relations can 
of education had caught the -e ^  re2I0nal and 30 sub- be improved and an era of indus- 
imagination of workers. About f ceatres , established trial peace and prosperity
5,000 worker-teachers and 1/endfh nf thl ,  R fand ushcred in'
15,000 workers had already been the' end of thie °fin L ' • i e 0̂re The active and full participa­
t e d  by the Board. It had another fivl nr ^  tion of workers in the process
set a target of training 7,500 i,avp h J .  ?s of national development is possi-
worker-teachers and between our ta „ t i  '• i h tnat jjje onjy jf tjje workers realise
250,000 to 300,000 workers centres in the Third pi ie^,on1a, that they are not merely cogs in
during the Third Five Year l S w Pd Tblld PIan would a big machine, but E a t the 
Plan. ‘ machine belongs to them and

Referring to the results i,ourth Flan Target that they are participating in a
achieved so far, the Minister For the Fourth Plan “an national programme of industrial
stated that the workers’ educa- ambitious programme of esta- advancement and prosperity.”
.ion scheme had made an appre- “ “ f j ?  ? ° rc 1 The annual meeting of the
ciable impact. He had visited a and f in in g  about 10,000 Board wag prcside(i OVer bv
number of workers’ education woibei-teaciiers and between 5 to Slirj R L  Mehta It approved
centres and had met many S to"  t a l  * e  budget for the year K  65
rainees. He could say with a p‘ and drew up the programme for

certain amount of gratification Booklets for Workers next year. siiri S.C. Dutta,
I 1? _ , a d “pund them know- “One of the difficulties from Honorary General Secretary of 
jedgeable, self-reliant, responsi- which the labour movement in the Association, Shri Kashinath
blc and fully conscious of their India suffers is the absence of Pandey, M.P., Dr. Shanti Patel,
r E ) cand d.abes both as worker simple and cheap reading material Shri Chentsal Rao and Dr. B.N.
and as a citizens. for workers. It is gratifying to Datar attended the meeting.

The Labour Minister said, |
“It is education alone which m v i ° . Ili
removes disparities and inequali- iV G W  J r l l O l l C C l t l O I l
ties of opportunities and paves o  • n m n « r . i a/  , I
the way for a constructive revolu- b O C ia l L d ttC a llO J l 3110 t i l e  1 O U tll
tion in the personality and outlook r , .. , ,.T . , c .
of those who conic within its (R eport o f  line 13tli JNtitioiK»l oeuiiiiai^
healthy influence. |  Price : 2.50 (Inland): Abroad § 1 . | |

‘Tt is through education alone |  Available :

de«ffp?d1m1,4ead̂ X r bse India" Adult Education Association !|
S « 8t ^ „ Z r c iar aZ S  I 17-I! I » * a p ra Stha  M arg , New D elhi. „
mic fabric of the nation.” f —■------------------------------ -— — II
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Unesco News

lv®ry C®a§0 Pilot Centre For Rural Yopfila
By Robert Mathias

TN most countries today the make furniture and generally ment. Most of them were young 
drain of rural youth poses a ra*se rural living standards ; and men from the Gagnoa region, 

very real problem Almost everv- second, to help promote econo- Julien Digbeu Sery, now a full- 
where, young people are leaving mic development by providing fledged instructor on the staff, is 
their work on the land or in new employment opportunities a typical example. Aged 21 and 
traditional village crafts to seek an4 outlets for the craftsmen of Bete stock like most of the 
better paid jobs in the towns, trained at Gagnoa. people in the area, he had finish—
And in Africa, as in Europe and In actu£d fact, the centre has ed elementary school but had 
America, small town boys gradu- gone beyond these objectives by been unable to continue his 
ating from schools and training providing technical aid and formal education owing to finan- 
centres in the large cities show advice to the whole community, cial difficulties. He had been 
little inclination to return home Refresher courses are offered for trained, however, for the building 
and take up manual jobs, unskilled workers employed by trade and had acquired practical

, , . . , , firms in or around Gagnoa, com- experience as a foreman and,
What can be done to check munal workshops have been set later, as a draftsman,

this exodus which gradually, is up for the benefit of local crafts- ’ t .
draining the countryside of its ^  and th Centreas research With the other teacher-
active population ? In several burcau offers advice in such pro- trainees, Digbeu Sery received 
countries, training facilities and b]ems as maintenance, equipment ^tensive instruction in general 
industries established in rural ,md sajes out]ets vocational and pedagogical
areas are helping to keep young 1 ' . subjects. Through in-service
people on the land by providing . The st°ty of the centre begins training, they were gradually
them with new incentives, new in 1961, when Unesco provided brought into the mainstream of 
job opportunities and new tae Ivory Coast with the services the centre’s activity—instructing 
interests. ° ‘ an expert, Mr. Jacques students in the workshops, doing

A strikin'1 cxamnle of what Ro.ss?gno ’» to . advise, °P .^e  research and preparing educa-,c -aivipic 01 training of teachers and technical tional Daners
can be achieved along these lines instructors. Aided by two special- R fPt,P .
is offered by the rural technical ists in technical education provi- But the essential purpose of
centre at Gagnoa, in the Ivory ded under French bilateral aid, th,e c®ntre remains the training 
Coast, the first of a network of and by an Ivory Coast teacher of craftsmen and technicians for
20 such training schools to be set Mr. Tali Bi Zemble. Rossigno and from rural oreas. The 
up in diflerent. parts of the worked with the centre from the apprentmes-their average age is
C0Untry- blue-print stage until 1963 J " dp° l ar" val a \r?e and

Gagnoa is a country town of when he handed over operations homallke  ̂atmosphere, unlike that 
some 10,000 inhabitants, located to Joel Biekoua, the Afri- if- . e,. u s . boafdmg school, 
about 180 miles north-west of can counterpart whom he had DlscIP!me 1S maintained by a
Abidjan in a farming area where trained and who is now in full sys,tea? °f ,student government
cofree and cocoa are the main charge. and the trainees themselves do
crops. An important road junc- Startin" the Centre was more c?!1 chores such as cleaning, wash- 
tion, it boasts several primary, than a full-time job for the small lnS l,P and laundry, 
and one middle school, bianch team, In addition to drawing up On-tliCtJofe* Ttraining 
offices of government services syllabuses preparing textbooks After nine months of learning
and a number of building con- installing the workshops, etc.' their trade in classroom and 
cerns, saw mills, carpentry shops, they had the task of training workshops, the boys are given 
gaiages. and so on. technical instructors to staff both three months of on-the-job train-
Two Vlain Tu>ks the Gagnoa school and a second *nS (from July to October) in

Initially, the technical centre centre at Ferkessedougou, in the nearby villages or in local firms, 
was designed to fill a dual north of the Ivory Coast. Then follows a further period at
purpose : first, to train mechanics Selection of the trainees— mechanics three™" those°[n the 
and metal woikcrs, carpenters psycho-technical tests were wnn, | ' i  huildina t n fk '' 
and building trade workers to among the methods used—was . ® '
produce and maintain modern based on technical ability rather Lessons in academic subjects
farm machinery, build houses, than upon academic achieve- (Continued on page 15)
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H Note ©a Programmed Instruction
By Wilbur Schramm

PROGRAMMED instruction is square 2, we multiply 2 by (4) He learns in a meaning-
something essentially new 2, and the answer is 4. ful, organized way because the
in education. Yet it has When we square 3, we items are meaningfully sequen--

many characteristics in common multiply 3 by 3, and the ced or “programmed”.
with a long-used and well-proved answer is----- . (9) (5) He is given immediate
method of teaching which is Sometimes they are questions knowledge of results (he finds out
familiar to all of us—a well con- to answer— at once whether his response is
ducted tutorial session. What is the square of 4 ? (16) correct rather than having to

One of the advantages of a ^  , , , wait until his paper is graded),
tutorial session over a class is The student works through a Because the steps are
that the tutor can fit his teaching series of items like these. He is smalj and carefuny sequenced 
to the individual student: he can kept active, responding, answer- an(j because he doesn’t pass any 
begin with something the student r̂ y th^tem ? step without knowing the correct
already knows, and then lead the f  answer, he practises mostly
student at whatever pace best fits am J J  J f  h ! hk correct responses, rather than
him through the new material he answer 1S cJ>rJJct- He sets 1 s repeating and rooting errors, is exnected to learn This is own pace. If the answers come Bis expected to learn, lliis is eas;iv He can eo auicklv without (7) He is given spaced review
fructfoif al!o td e s^ o 11̂  The s itin g  for slower classmates. If Jo help him remember what he 
tutor usually takes the student has, difficulty in answering he has learned,
by short logical steps through his doesn t have to slow up the rest There is nothing new about 
learning experience, and makes of the class- . At appropriate these principles. The newness of 
sure that he understands each Points> lie reviews what he has programmed instruction lies in 
step. So does programmed ins- learned- t]?e combination of these princi-
truction. The tutor keeps the Like a “workbook,” a pro- P ^  in a learning device which a
student netive nnewerina nnes woinuuuk, a student' Can USe elficiently bystudent active—answering ques- gramme can be used in school or t • 1f Anfi tbe sneh a
tions, practising the responses he outside school, but the essential nremred i f  itself an
is expected to learn. If the difference from a workbook is . P P , e .
student makes a wrong answer, uiat the items in a programme 
he is told at once. In all these are “programmed”. That is,
respects, programmed instruction they are arranged in sequence so How Are Programmes Made? 
is a close parallel to a tutorial that when a student can correctly T}ie construction of program- 
sesnon. answer one he finds it not too mes js a demanding task. It

However, when a student difficult to answer the following requires first of all a most careful 
studies by programmed instruc- one. Consequently he gets most attention to what is to be taught, 
tion, a “programme” sits in for of the answering right, and jn orcjer t0 make a programme 
the tutor. The programme may practises correct responses rather tjie objectives must be specified 
be on paper, film, "or tape. It than incorrect ones. jn behavioural terms : what the
may be a few mimeographed Th effectiveness of nroeram- student is expected to be able to
pages, a programmed textbook, med instruction thus depends on do when he has worked through 
or a programme in a teaching . . principles derived from the programme. No such foggy
machine. How ,t is presented PholoP ical learning labora- objectives as “learn about the
(book or machine, paper or film) PJ. § centuries of experi- l^ o ry  of the country or
is not important; the important ith tPachine • “master algebra, or under-
thing is what is presented. A c stand a foreign language” arc
typical programme presents a (1) The student works at useful to a programmer. Rather,
series of related steps by which his own best pace, rather than a it is necessary to decide precisely 
a student progresses from what pace imposed on him by a class what the student must know 
he knows to what he is intended average. about the history of the country,
to know. Sometimes these steps ,,,  some_ what kinds of equation he must
are in the form of statements . J A J L ,  f id  moves front be able to solve, » hat words and
which have a blank to be !! knowledge phrascs he must bc able, lofilled in— 1 on t0 1CW nowled8e- recognize and respond to. Thus,

When we square a number (3) He learns actively by programming has the salutary
we multiply it by itself. responding to each item (rather effect ot requiring educators to 
For example, when we than passively by being told). consider very sharply and clearly
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what it is they are teaching, what called “Skinnerian” after Pro- skills or concepts by programmed
is essential and what is not, and fessor B. Fred Skinner, of methods. Programmes have been
what effect they want their teach- Harvard, whose studies of learn- successfully used by preschool
ing to have ing stimulated much of the work children and adults far past

, . • r.- „ on programmed instruction. school age. Programmes have
The second st p S However, there are variations been devised for persons unable

programmes is to e 1 on this kind of programming, to read, persons unable to hear,
tegy by which the stude One is the “intrinsic” program- fast learners and slow learners
learn what it is deci v. 9 ming, represented chiefly by the including children mentally
earn. Where should he begin ? <(sc*mblePd books» of Borman retarded

What does he have to learn rrnwHpT Tbi(. kl-n(1 „
before he can understand a Cr°wdeiPresents anitemcontain- Pro8 f m.med Instruction incertain new concept 9 What gramme presents an item contain Developing Countriescertain new concept «  ing some material to be learned, .
responses does he have to master tb°n agks a multiple-choice The importance of pro- 
before he can make a certain question to ascertain whether the grammed instruction is that it
desired response ? In what order T . t what he is provides a powerful self-teaching
can the concepts or the responses to If £  device usable for a variety of
best be learned ? At this point, maFktes the wrong response, he is subJect matter by , a ,vanety of
of course, the making of pro- direcced t0 a page where he persons. To a developing coun­
grammes diverges from the recejves more explanation) then try, short of trained teachers and
making of textbooks. text- trjgs tbe question agajn jf jie schools, a self-teaching device is
books for the most part, contain makes the right response; he goes especially attractive. Because
the reference material for learn- Qn tQ the next item# Another one must look very hard at
ing. A programme on the other kjnd of programming is that of content and method, when mak-
hand, contains an outline of the g ^  Pressey. Skinnerian and mg programmes, it is also
process of learning. intrinsic programming have come attractive to countries concerned

The difference between pro- into use in the last 10 years ; with the restudy and revision of
grammes and textbooks is made mostly, in the last five years. But their curricula. Programmed
even clearer by the third step in nearly 40 years ago Pressey was instruction will not replace
making programmes, which is to constructing multiple-choice teachers in developing countries;
write and test items. When a review questions, programmed so lather, it will aid teachers and
unit of the programme has been that a student could not move extend good teaching beyond
written—perhaps as few as 20 or from one question to the next where teachers and schools can 
as many as 100 items—these until he had given the right presently make it available. It 
items are tested by letting a answer. Research and trials have wall not do all the kinds of things 
student work through them shown that students learn from a scbo°l can do; for example, it 
under close observation. One each of these methods, but the will not provide class discussion, 
student ; not a class. The pro- great majority of programmes or general reading, or comments 
grammer observes closely where are being made in some variation ?n student papers. It is therefore 
the student fails to understand, of the Skinnerian or “linear” in no sense a replacement for an 
where he makes errors, or where form. educational system, but rather an
the programme moves too fast c  Any Subject be Programmed ? ai?'; to SUCJ  \  SySj e“ - catior too slowly for him. He revises T f J De * ™grammeu relieve overburdened teachers of 
the items and tries them on „ In theory any subject matter, certain responsibilities, and let 
another student. After more f°r which the learning objectives them concentrate on others, 
revision, more trials—perhaps as fan bc specified sharply in Where teachers are not prepared 
many as 10 individual students— behavioural terms, can be taught to teach certain subjects, it is 
he is ready to try the items on an by . programmed instruction, possible that programmes can in 
entire class Thus the making Obviously, the method lends many cases be used for the 
of a programme is a painstaking itself to some subjects better than purpose. And where the need 
task the difficulty of which to others. It comes more natural- for learning, by youth or adults, 
should not be underestimated, ty t0 .mathematics than to art far exceeds the available resources 
but when the programme passes* appreciation ; more naturally to jn teachers and facilities pro- 
all’ these tests, the programmer learning grammar and language grammes can broaden the oppor- 
knows it can teach what it is correctness than to learning trinities of learning before more
intended to. bow to wr*te essays > more formal teaching is introduced.
Other Kinds of Programmes literature. ^  ^  t0 For More Mormatlon

Some hundreds of pro- One of the earliest of the
grammes have now been made T'an d,e Method Be Used for source-works containing some of
and are in use in various conn- People of Any Age ? the classical articles by Skinner
tries. Most o’’them arc of the Any person old enough to be and Pressey, is Teaching Machines
kind described, which is usually taught can learn appropriate (Continued on page 12)
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Adult Education in Germany
IF society is to function in our Since its purpose is to help nor any kind of governmental 

technologically oriented and people to a better understanding supervision. Even where adult 
progress-minded world, edu- of the meaning of their own lives, education is in the hands of a 

cation and the transmission of its starting point must be the public body like a city or county, 
information must be suited to realm of experience and the academic freedom remains un- 
the realities of our industrialized point of view produced by the molested, 
age : furthermore, we must try present environment. Adult _. „  . „ ,
to transform this kind of educa- education in the democratic state Wbô Vlay Provide Adult Educa­
tion into a “permanent educa- is one of the few areas of non- tl0n *
tion”, as the English call the political coniact, and also one of Aside from fundamental regu- 
attempt at a continuing educa- the few areas where a state of lations concerning the school 
tional process. Man in our time democratic integration is achiev- system, the legal code leaves “ the 
must again learn to feel at home ed ; it is, therefore, a funda- carrying out of governmental 
in a world that is undergoing mental part of our free sgciety. rights and duties to the separate
powerful changes, where new pro- Pedagogic Freedom—The Position states”- Consequently not only
hlems and new challenges arc 0f fl,c Government the state anc* the communities
constantly coming to the fore. Af . , .  . but also the churches and indc-
Education fitted to today’s Alter iy4o, the bitter cxperi- pendent organizations can offer
requirements must protect the cnees of the Third Reich behind adult education.
citizen from the danger of resign- h®m’executSe°and6 B a t i i e  Whatever body offers adult
others*’ *»S b ra n c h T o f’ lh e '’wesi'Srma™ N a t io n  in o W - s t a t e .
“managers” P government together with the community, organization, cor

‘ ' leaders of the adult education porate body, or simply a founda-
Education for Democracy institutions declared themselves Uon~ m case it is free in

Modern society can ill afford in favour of a free and indepen- j,ts choice of subjects an o 
an inadequate and backward dent programme of adult educa- faculty and as fully mdepen n 
educational system. The demo- tion. The former German presi- a,s an^ institution can be. i- ever- 
cratic state and adult education dent, Professor Theodor Heuss, theless, it demands or all 1 s s a 
are today dependent on one once expressed tlie attitude of the members powers ol judgemen , 
another; for in our highly government to adult education ac/ i ' e participation, error s a 
specialized society the citizen in the following manner : “This self-knowledge, pleasuie in a an
after he has left school continues work was and is of the utmost exchange ot opinion,  ̂ an t 
to require many different kinds importance for our country, for fundamental accep a nee 
of spiritual and factual advice in the organic growth of democracy parliamentary democracy, 
order to clarify his own ideas, depends on education which is Three Main Types 
In this way mere inhabitants of a free from all governmental inter- Adult education in Germany, 
formally democratic society are ference and which allows the insofar as it partakes of an insti- 
made into citizens who recognize people of today both to look tutional character, can be divided 
the relation of the state to their clearly into the past and to deal jnt0 three main types : 
own lives and who are capable of with the problems of the pre- /av Adult
meaningful discussion and sent.” (a) S S S l  ^cn lng  ‘and
informed decision on whether a The “political content” of institution schools—
particular plan is just or unjust, adult education receives greater “Volkshochschulen”)
promising or senseless. emphasis than it did under the , Arl 1t education spon-

Many people still think that Weimar Republic. The rigid sored bv religious groups
adult education conveys only insistance on the “neutrality of (Protestant and Catholic
vocational and technical training education” is a thing of the past. £ dlcces seminars)
and forget that it concerns itself Today the institution of adult , .
with providing education for civic education may be neutral, but (c) Adult Education sp *
and human responsiblities. For not its content. Adult education cd by particul.u gu p
the future belongs not simply to has recognized that it must help (labour union sc o ,
the skillful operator of the people arrive at an understanding seminars spomoie ry
machine, but to the man who of themselves and of the world. employers, trade assocu -
decides for what purpose it shall This is not possible without tion courses, courses
be used. freedom of research and teach- arranged by agricultina.

Adult education is designed ’nS- oiganizatioiis
for people who have taken their In Germany there is neither Aside from these three mam 
place in the working world, “governmental” adult education types, there are numerous sm.j u
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organizations and institutions levels of knowledge and prepara- In 1962 the evening Volkslioch-
that carry on adult education in tion. schulen sponsored 66,894 study
its widest sense in some form or Comprehcnsive Adult Education I ro m m m e ^ A  to te U ttS S ISother and under certain clearly 1 . . . . . .  , f  /  ^  A total attendance
defined circumstances. Adult With more than 1,1000 firmly- of 1.6 million was registered. At
education is also carried on— established centres, supplemented the same time 54,000 special
even if onlv in restricted ways— by over 4,000 branches, the events were sponsored with about
over the wireless, on television, evening Volkshochschulen are 5 million participants.
in documentary films, and the most widely distributed and xhe Programme “Work and
through the widely sold “cheap” best known of the various forms Life„
books. adult educatIon in ermany. The Volkshochschule has always

Adult education in Germany This wide distribution is considered the education of work-
is more broadly defined than is above all due to the enormous ing men as one of its chief tasks, 
the case in other European coun- variety of subjects and staff which Nevertheless only a limited 
tries ; in England, for instance, the schools are able to incorpo- number of workers have joined 
one speaks of liberal education, rate, and which differentiates the activities of the Volkshocli- 
further education, and vocational them from other institutions of scluile. To counteract this lack, 
training. The “Volkshochschulen” adult education. The Volksho- the programme “Work and Life” 
(schools of adult education) chschule is open to teachers and was created in 19-.8 in Lower 
combine all these types of educa- students of any age, sex religion, Saxony. This programme is 
tion under one roof. and political belief; thus it cons- founded on the close cooperation

The three categories of schools titutes a democratic educational of Volkshochschule and the 
have in common the fact that institution binding together the German Federation of Unions, 
attendance is a matter of free many elements of society. Here This programme, which was 
choice There is no compulsory representatives of all groups and originally designed to lead the 
attendance and no rights can be beliefs can, through the exercise student into the programmes of 
obtained by" the completion of of unhampered yet tolerant the schools of the, German 
any COurse not even a certificate speech, participate in a shared Federation of Unions and the 
indicating’ the participant’s educational process. “Institute for Community Affairs”

L I V X  P0,i«ca. Education £ ‘c o S
munity embodies the democratic In the adult education pro- ing vocational education. The 
tradition in the area of politics, grammes political education has programme seeks to develop 
so, in the area of education, played such an important role that independent judgment and res- 
adult education is the freest of it has been thought central to the ponsible decision. Organized since 
all forms of schooling : the stu- work of the Volkshochschulen. 1951 on a federal level, Work 
dents attend voluntarily, the Yet political education is only and Lne constitutes a perma- 
schools are unrestrained in their one part—albeit an important nent cooperative cllort between 
choice of taff, and the curricu- one—of their work. Since this the separate state associations 
lum is freely put together from kind of education is only now °f the Volkshochscnulen and 
the riches of our cultural life. beginning in the schools, adult the district offices of the
Varied Programmes education must to some extent German federation of Unions,

ariet -■ ,,ias s make up for its lack in childhood This relationship is reflected in
The curriculum of the Half of the approximately the “ Central Working Com-

German schools of adult educa- Qne an(j a miHion partici- mittee” on which both partners
tion includes subjects of all kinds: jn courses and half of are equally represented,
natural sciences, history, politi- the furtjjCr million who attend • ,cnt;al Volkshochschule 
ca! sciences, economics, Volkshochschule lectures are under . . . . . .
philosophy, religion, psychology, twentv_fjve years old Conse- The residential Volkshochschule
language and literature, domestic tj the Volkshochschule is, is much older than the evening
and world geography, as well ^side £ om the army the one Volkshochschule. This form of 
as vocational training, art institution which reaches young adult education came to Germany 
appreciation, art education, ,e flot beionging to other from Scandinavia To a large
sports, journalism, theatre, £roamWinn« measure it spread successfully
film, and all kinds of hobbies. ® ‘ only in rural districts. The

The lecture is the show win- The Evening Volkshochschule reason for this may lie primarily
dow of adult education ; but The Volkshochschule is, in in the residential nature of the
the real work is done in courses fact, an evening school. As its schools. In the one-week  ̂to six­
ain) working groups, and espe- name implies, it takes cognizance month courses of the residential
ci-dJv in group studies in which of the working man’s schedule Volkshochschule only special
teachers and students are dilie- and so allows the largest possible groups of people are to be found,
rentialed only by their varying number of people to attend. such as workers or farmers. In
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other words the people involved or collective altitude towards the long term courses for the assump- 
are those who arc able to find a church may be. As a rule parti- tion of public duties and for
new job—at least, in prosperous cipants do not feel closely tied service in the various workers’
times—very readily after a course to the church ; and some have no organizations. On the other side 
is concluded, and who can there- church affiliations whatsoever. the Federal Association of 
fore free themselves from their As jts form might suggest, the Employers attempts not only to 
normal occupations for a certain totaj pjan 0f the academies is °^cr management personnel of 
period of time. Many people arc many levelled. Despite the fact tbe . m.iddie _ and upper levels
reluctant to attend a residential ijiat “worldly” experts are fre- specialized instruction in the
Volkshochschule because atten- quentiy responsible for the areas of trade and industry, but 
dance necessarily involves an introduction and the discus- a ŝ0 to . PrePare them for the 
extended separation from the sion of a topic, leadership assumption of responsibilities in 
family. Therefore most of the :n the conferences and courses tbeir society. Similar activities,
students in these schools are always remains'ir^the hands of always reflecting the point of
young, unmarried people. ordained ministers or priests, an v.iew of the sponsoring orgamza-

In 1962 the 55 residential arrangement which clearly ex- tl0n> carried on by the
Vdkdw ckdm k  in Germany w e r e  presses the spiritual aims of tiro a° ri% % % associa,io% :;„d‘ to 
attended by more than 5,000 academies. ° increasing degree also bv
people. 75% of whom were en- Each year an average of jntlustrv 8 
gaged in rural occupations. 200.000 people come for a few D . . .
Parochial Adult Education days to the academies to discuss Takes V“

In the years immediately after such questions as the German rograinmcs o u uca ion . 
the last war the residential armament budget, the right of A sociological analysis ot the 
Volkshochschulen helped to create employees to share in manage- participants in various pro- 
two new organizations dedicated ment decisions, questions of grammes of adult education may 
to adult education : the acade- modern art, or even the relation- be difficult but certain gencrali- 
mies and the seminars. ship of one religion to another. zations may safely be made.

TI t , . c 4% " Aside from the participants in
The deeclopment of the Seminars for Social Studies the religious academies and the

In >"= * » * « •  s°ch> d in a r s  for social studies, who
tant icademv Bad Boll which stl,dies vvhich are colldllctcd bY are drawn from certain , lumted 
?nened in Sentember of 1915 both of the chicf reliSions in areas, the largest group of parti-
S iucelu  timeP 4 fur her Pr o lS  '-urge numbers, especially in rural cipants in most of the federal
tantacademies have been added ; « •  1 ' t S  “ d
best known of these are Loccum «<■»*» Pe0P'? ' y„
near Hanover, Herrenalb in young) to acccp so i I ' . , ir. 'ivr," en
w„rttemher(T and Tnfyina in bilities and to provide them with wives and workers are represen-

E E  s w » « a s
oCraged thcCa,ho„e atuboritics ^  In %  ^ a £ %  S S

to set up Catholic institutes, of , ut% J 7’ e lir, 0 *0/ nf fh? total
which there are now twelve in ^ s  differ" fr“ he° evening and independent0 craftsmen as
o f " ™  E the «c5hoiicTcademy VM ochschulen  not only in well as independent members of ? R„evSar J „ Cr.tholic Academy ]imiti themselves t0 questions other vocations make up the final

‘ ‘ ‘ . of community life but normally 7.7%.
A Platform lor Discussion Between ajso jn t |ie manner of presenta- If We divide participants
Church and Layman t ion. Most of the seminars cover according to sex and age the

Although long courses were their material in extended courses, following results emerge : under 
the rule at the beginning, today for the whole of which partici- 21 years : 47.7% men, 43.7% 
conferences lasting between one pants must enroll and which are women; 21 to 41 years old : 
and eight days constitute the carried on methodically in study 34.7%, men, and 37.6% women ; 
main work of the academies, groups. 41 years and older : 17.6% men.
Objects of discussion at these , Snnnsored bv 23-7°'’ women- 57-8% of a,!conferences are both theoretical Adult Education ,ponso . y those who register for courses
and practical questions; after Groups are women.
detailed preliminary consultations In the schools ot the Gem a Whjch Topics Are Most
with participating groups, repre- Federation of Unions and the p  lar ?
sentatives of all organizations ?°d7 stS d l and ° other This question cannot beand institutions that may be inter- industrial unions auu 01 , . * ?  n
ested in a question are invited, labour organizations, employee “ u  1 tli ^  d
no matter what their individual are prepared in both short and states ol the federal Rq-ublu
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In some of the states art is the mass media are hardly to be earns his living; therefore, it
most popular, including both art termed “educational institu- offers him the opportunity of
appreciation and attempts on the tions” , for education is not their living for a limited period at the
part of the student at creative primary goal. More than any- expense of the government in
work in various media. Foreign thing else they give information order to take part in adult voca- 
languaees come next, and then and entertainment and these at tional training courses, 
courses connected with vocational all the levels of taste and sophi-
training, followed by natural stication which may be found in fifteen Million DM. a Year 
sciences,’ the arts, and finally, a pluralistic society. For the period of the course
social sciences. The wiieless and television, or training programme the

But in the states of Rhine- simply function as stimulant and government pays the living 
Palatine and of Hesse, and in the appetiser to the educational pro- expenses of the participant and 
city states of Hamburg and West cess. They are educational aids, his family, the tuition fees, the 
Berlin, those hungry for know- but cannot themselves create official health insurance, and 
ledge are most interested in the nor supervise the actual process travel expenses if necessary. Half 
civic-political subjects, that is, of education. of this support is regarded as a
government, social studies, The film, both in city and subsidy and half of it as an
politics, the law, economics, and rural adult education, is used interest-free loan, which must 
current events; the arts and the w;th increasing frequency to later be paid back in small 
sciences come after, and voca- convey information, psychologi- instalments, 
tional training and related cai orientation, and analysis. It jn ds verv brst vcar +his 
courses are less in demand. fulfills several functions : in the government programme proved

The increasing attention paid form of documentary, for to be a great success: of 26,000 
to contemporary problems, pro- instance, it prepares for political applications, almost 10,000 were 
blems demanding an immediate education through its treatment approved at a total cost of 
and searching analysis, the of contemporary problems : in 15 million D M —that is, 1,550 
results of which are of impor- the form of a discussion film it d m . per person, 
tance to every citizen, seems to can set forth a certain theme and . ,. ,. . . . . .
correspond to a need on the part stimulate to further clarifying t w i f f ' 8  cleaily nidi-
of many people for pure infer- discussion; in the form of an ^ eJ bat tbc demand furtbeS 
mation, for a coordination of educational film it can present T 101 al tra/nin8 is widespread.

<he “  Z Z h SSSatSS " h ^ a r l e ^
Broadcast, Television and Film hensible and accurate. The film reflects not only constant pro-

Certain forms of presentation c£m be used to introduce a grefs,s ,in technology and new
arc being used in sound broad- limited subject or mere, to con. methods of work and production,
casting and in television which are information but a,so the WIsh of manY people
also part of adult education ; for v ' to adjust to these developments '
instance, discussions, interviews, Programme to Advance Further so that they may rise to a
round tables, and quizzes. Wire- Vocational Education position commensurate with their
less and television on the one Adult education is committed capabilities,
side and adult education on the to rendering practical help in all (Inter Nations)
other have learned much about fields : therefore it cannot
possible procedures from each ignore some of man’s most vital
other : quiz programmes, for interests—economic security and
instance, which became popular professional advancement. PlC clSG  R c i l lC lX lb c r
through broadcasting have also Although numerous voca-
lounc a place in adult education; tional training courses and pro- M r  rrD T T  T T T F D  A D V
conversely, techniques ol dis- grammes are offered at all ix JiiL L lvU  J_j1 JL JL
cussion arid presentation which institutions for adult education,
wcre originally developed in a special opportunity for training PTTWf H
adult education have been taken for professional advancement is 1 U l w
over and perfected by the popu- offered to employees and skilled
la,-media. Programmes involv- workers by the government’s CPTir] Y o u r
ing discussion, especially those -programme to Advance Further ° t l l U
involving political discussion, Vocational Education for
response "‘from li' teners^'and Adu,ts” Tbe Prograrame fonc- C o n t r i b u t i o n  tOresponse irom nsteneis ana tlons on the assumption that
vjewers# lack of money ought to hinder , . .

Wireless and television may no one in the Federal Republic t h e  A S S O C ia t lO n
be especially useful when a dra- from extending the competence
mafic effect is wanted : the two and capabilities with which lie
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Literacy Among Women
By Miss Sushila Mehta

Sociologist, National Fundamental Education Centre.

New Social Roles of Women in a the social status and social roles organized by various agencies
Changing Society °f women in India. Women generally through the local Mahila

& . . became full fledged citizen of Mandals. However the Mandals
(i(ir"riHE Industrial Revolution Indian democracy with right to generally concentrate on crafts. 

A has brought about changes vote and hold public offices. The adult literacy work for 
that are more fundamen- Women also acquired economic women is sadly neglected, 

tal in case of woman than man. rights to hold and dispose of 
To man it brought about a new property-even landed property. Female Literacy 
conception of the world of Above all, increasing number of .
material resources, ethical women began to enter the liberal . . progress _ ot female
standards and political possibili- professions and industrial labour literacy is slow in the present 
ties, but to woman it brought force. century. In the 40 years from
slowly but potently a new status fnr r . , c, 1900 to 1940 female literacy
of human beings in a social ,  n j d n j l  increased from 0.7 to 7%. This
order.” a ^ cvel°Ping Society snail-like speed of female literacy

The new social roles of reflects great amount of poverty 
In India, technological women meant increasing needs and prejudices of Indian masses,

changes and industrial develop- for education. However, the The all India literacy percentage 
ment brought about openings to progress of female education in for women in 1951 census was 
women which meant new roles India remained slow over the 9.3%. 
and new status for them. The decades of the present cen-
traditional Indian society tury. Inspite of our em- Even in 1961 the disparity
assigned to women the roles phasis on compulsory pri- between male and female literacy 
of mother, wife or daughter, mary education and our is glaring. A glance at the 
The Indian law giver Manu efforts during the First, following table will make it 
said that there is no inde- Second and Third Five Year clear:— 
pendent life for a woman plan periods the disparity bet- , „  . T..
except as complementary to ween boys and girls education 1961 Male and Female Litcracy 
man. This concept of women’s had remained striking. Rates per 1,000 in India
social roles did not make it
necessary or even desirable to Cultural Lag “  ~~~ «
make provision for women’s The disparity of boy’s and
education. Girls generally girl’s education reflects the great M nf qmtPQ ^  g
watched their mothers and amount of prejudices about girls 1 ‘ © £  g  §. <T g  § jp
received all education in the education of Indian masses. 0 $
family. It is true that there There is yet a lot of discrimina- Q . „
were some highly intelligent tion between up-bringing of boys Andhra Pradesh 208 29/ 1
and educated women in ancient and girls in rural areas. Some- Assam 2j 8 455 1 >
India. But they were exceptions, how parents feel that daughters Bihar 18- 29b ^
The large majority of girls are liabilities and money spent on GuJarat0 „  . . ,7.,
received training in hosehold their education is a waste. The Jammu & Kashmn tut 
duties under the guidance of mothers and grandmothers have Kerala 70Z 5
their mothers. There were super- inherited age-old prejudices for Madhya Pradesh 109 20/ _
stitions and prejudices against the position of women and hence Madras - t 2
women’s formal education. they tend to neglect girls’ educa- Maharastra j . J t

T , . .. . , , tion. They need reorientation in Mysore 253 : ■ 9
Industrialization and urbani- their treatment of daughters and Orissa 215 344 86

zation set afoot social forces their education. Punjab 237 324 137
of vast proportion which ( Rajasthan 147 228 5/
brought about structural The problem of children’s Uttar Pradesh 175 287 73
changes in traditional society, education and especially girls’ West Bengal 291 400 168
These changes greatly affected education is closely related to Delhi 510 589 411
—7— — , , , ,  , , ,  , r parents’ education and especially Greater Bombay 585 649 488

mother’s education. In India, Calcul.a 585 628 515
versity Press: 1941 Great Britain. adult education for women is |M>U „, .
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Problems of Disparity own hand. Reading of Ramayan the women who want to learn
This disparity between male ? r Mahabliarata can itself sewing, the learning to read 

and female education creates many become an exercise illiteracy for measurements and stiches 
problems of social and psycho- cIasses* be interesting and use-

t+ mnv rreate Pul. For women who want to
problems of marital adjustment The MaMa Mandals have control the tight family budget,
and family harmony. For wo- not contributed much to female learning of simple accounts may 
men it may create mental tension 'lteracy- A Mahila Mandal be taught For those women 
due to inferiority complex, a sense develops as a meeting place for who sell firewoods and fuels, 
of frustration due to inability to women and as a craft class for keeping of small accounts may 
understand views of their hus- s e m n S >  kmttl?S or embroidery be encouraged. In adult educa- 
bands. Such disparities do not or even Passi,nS °,f vlIla8e t lon Programmes the understand- 
exict in countries like U S A  g°sslPS- No educational experi- ing by the workers of the pro-
U. K. and USSR. It is interesting ence, 1S. consistently pursued or blems of rural women and finding 
to note that our neighbouring emphasised. The Mahila of local techniques to solve 
countries like Burma, and Ceylon Mandals have failed to develop them and co-relatingwith learning 
have already nearly bridged the as centres of learning for village processes will go a long way ins a l*  s a  frits as turnzzLzn&xz
in the First Plan Rut no snecial teachers IS not interested in thods of education can also 
provision wa^made^The Secorni jn-parting edncation of any kind, bo used. Mere class room
Plan considered girls education as i ' l  V yP fo ' inftruct*ons arte n<* iatfel"
“most urgent nroblem” and onent the craft teachers for esting to adults. 1 hey have
called for “special measures to C0' reIat)ng crafts Wlth education, many practical problems and 
increase enrolment of girls. It T. . .  ,  ,  n . real needs. If these problems and
included a orovision of Rs 5 The Problcms of female needs are given due weight in
crores for these special measures. J '^acy ca™ t  Je solved m adult education classes they will 
A snecial scheme of training of lsolatK>n. Literacy should be become real centres of learning
™ i r ! c a c h = "  « s  S™ o gred a"d for
by the Ministry of Education in Problems of rural women. For women.____________

rmrl's58 WltH 3 pr0V1S10n ° f Rs‘ 2 A NOTE ON PROGRAMMED INSTRUCTIONtrorcj.
In spite of all the efforts, (Continued from page 6) 1963) lists, with sample pages,

the National Council of Women s and Programmed Learning, edited most of the programmes com-
Education, which was constituted ^.A. Lumsdaine and R. mercially available in the United
in 1959 with representatives of Glaser, published by the National States up to the beginning of 
Central Ministries, Planning Com- Education Association, Depart- 1963. Another volume to be 
mission and State Governments, ment of Audio-Visual Instruction published by the U S. Office of 
found a sad neglect of women s (Washington, D. C. 1960). A Education early in 1964 will 
education, i he Council pi esent- useful volume on the psychology contain an annotated biblio-

a P™&ramme ^ ltb an10llt'ay of of Skinnerian programming is 8raPby of the research on pro- 
ks. 100 crores, but only Ks. 11 E.J. Green, The Learning Process gramming instruction up to early 
ci ores \\eie made available in and Programmed Instruction (New 1963. The books mentioned arc 
the third Plan for schemes of York . Holt> Rinehartj and published in the United States,
women’s education. Winston, 1962). A general where most of the early scholar-
Methods of Literacy introduction is J.P. Lysaught and sbip has been centred but books

In the rural areas the problem G.M. Williams, A Guide to Pro- an(l articles are now appearing
of female illiteracy cannot be grammed Instruction (New York : *n many languages and countries,
solved by opening more John Wiley and Sons, 1963). A and many books are being trans- 
Mahila Mandals or Bhajan Programmed Primer on Pro- lated. For example, the Green 
Mandals. The workers have to gramming by S.M. Markle, L.D. book, mentioned above, will be 
device techniques and methods to Eigen, and P.K. Komoski (New issued in French, and a small 
make the Mandals living York : Centre for Programmed book by W. Schramm (Pro- 
centres for adult education. Why Instruction, 1961) offers an effec- grammed Instruction, Today and 
not the reading and writing of tive way to learn about pro- Tomorrow) is now available in 
new songs and Bhajans' be gramming through studying a Arabic and German as well as in 
encouraged among participants ? programme. Programmes, ’63, English.
T eaming of new Bhajans should edited by L.F. Hansen, and —From Material Supplied by 
be encouraged through writing of published by the U.S. Office of Education Clearing House,
those Bhajans in the participant’s Education (Washington, D.C., UNESCO, Paris.
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Eight Steps to Better Training *
Modern research has exploded the notion that 6. Adults learn best in an informal environment.

} f f K  ̂ f j L t WindliS rapidi Y f-S a, pefrS°„ ageS‘ “Let them smoke,” symbolizes a most important 
i  eanlearneffectivey at all ages, consideration in adult learning. Many adults have 

Bui lt/ * s? J ° ws that adults learn in their own way unpleasant memories of their school days. This and 
... t ^  differs significantly from the way in which other informalities give them needed reassurance 
n ren learn. that there is nothing childish about their present
Here are some of the important facts that educa- engagement with the learning process, 

tional research has brought to light about the way _ , ,
in which adults learn : 7. A variety oj methods should be used in teaching

adults.
1. Adults must want to learn. Educational research demonstrates that learning

Adults strongly resist learning anything merely proceeds most quickly, among adults or children,
because someone says they should. They learn efTec- when information reaches the learner through more 
tively only when they have a strong inner motivation than one sensory channel. The method should be 
to develop a new skill or to acquire a particular adapted to what you are trying to accomplish. To 
type of knowledge. Their desire to learn may be bring about a change in ideas or attitudes, you must 
awakened or stimulated by outside influences, but it evolve the learner actively in the process (for 
can never be forced upon them. example, use a discussion method).
2. Adults will learn only what they feel a need to 8- Adults want guidance, not grades.

learn. ■ Competition has a negative effect on adult learn-
Adults are much more practical in their approach inS- Most adults are worried about their learning 

to learning than children. They learn best when capacity because they have been a long time out of 
'  they expect to get immediate benefits—when the school, and have been told repeatedly (if falsely) that 

knowledge or skill, they are trying to acquire will y°u can’t teach an old dog new tricks. At the same 
be directly useful in meeting a present responsibility, time tne adult learner wants desperately to know

how he’s doing. He needs as much praise as the
3. Adult learn by doing. teacher can honestly give him.

Studies have shown that adults forget within a __________
year at least 50% of what they learn in a passive
way. Within two years, they will forget 80%. But Syracuse U niversity’s N ew  Venture  
retention of new knowledge or skills is much higher
if the adult has immediate and repeated opportuni- q y r  AC USE University has been given a grant of
ties to practice or use what he has learned. O  §249,120 (over Rs. 12 lakhs) by the U.S. Depart-
4. Adult learning centers on problems, and the pro- ment of Health, Education and Welfare, to set

blems must be vccilistic. up ^ model information centre for adult education
You can teach adults a general rule or principle, L)r. Alexander N. Charters, Vice Evident. for

and then show them, by a series of hypothetical continuing education of the Uniyersity said such a
illustrations, how it applies to specific situations, centre should be developed wi m iV’ i ov.L.
But studies show that they will learn much faster if literature in the field w!ilch liad m^ c  he?s
you reverse the process. Let them begin with specific the years would be readily available t0 researchers
problems, drawn from their experience, and work and administrators. . T j? yJ?iehtalso become
out practical solutions from which principles may be National Adult Ed . t of^thc world ".....deduced. a model for use in other parts oi tne woriu.

Mr Roger DeCrow of Chicago, former head of
5. Experience affects adult learning. the clearing House for Adult Education of the

The adult’s new knowledge must be related to, Centre for the Study of Liberal Education for
and integrated with, the accumulated results of a Adults, will direct the three-year programme. Miss 
lifetime of learning experiences. If the new learning Diana J. Ironside of Canada will be the assistant 
doesn’t fit in with what he already knows, or thinks director. Miss Ironside formerly was information 
he knows, he is powerfully disposed to reject it. officer for the Canadian Association for Adult 
Through a free give and take, you can find out what Education, Toronto.
their experience has been. If you are skilful, you Dr charters, who initiated the proposal for the
can present the new idea in such a way that their projcct) noted that more than 23 million American 
experience will tend to reinforce it rather than con- a(ju]ts continue their education on a part of full-time 
tradict it.

--------------  . iQf'i (Continued on page 14)* From article in N a t i o n ’s  B u s i n e s s , March Dol.
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C ybernetics At School
By Nikolai Tersky

Learned Secretary, Krasnoyarsk Division o f the Pedagogical Society

\  N  interesting experiment was to correct at once all the mistakes assimilate better the knowledge 
A  staged last winter in the made in class. in general. Teacher Galina

new-born Siberian town Teaching machines do notin Vajsfr said that many of her
of Nazarovo when the majority tjje jeast detract from the pupils who had mastered algori-
of teachers there used programm- teacher’s prestige. The traditional thms could solve physical pro- 
ed teaching techniques. image of a school teacher shared blems no less difficult than those

The Nazarovo teachers’ ex- by many is one associated with presented at special competitionsine mzarovo teacners ex j s “technology” than that for the most Sifted school-perience has evoked the interest no more tecnnoiogy man mai oUvantTcre of
of m i i t e  a  large number of school provided by chalk and ink. And cnildren. ine advantage 
teachers Whv° why should a teacher not appear rationally applied algorithms is
teacners. wny before the children raised to the clearly obvious to most pupils.

According to Yuri Kuznetsov, d t , of modern technology An adlllt sch°o1 student, Sergey 
head of the local public educa- S f c y b e r iS t ic X L Cherepanov called algorithms 
tion department at the schools of J “precepts of correct solutions,
the town, punch-cards are ex- It is the teachers’ belief that . , e
tensively used along with the what is taught with the help of Shaping mental processes or 
most elementary teaching machi- technical means has ensured bet- t ie student 1S an aJ uianS ioug 1
nes, electromechanical examiners, ter retention. So say the pupils, complex, pedagogical prob cm.
and tutors. There are classrooms They underline that “Some of the ^  1S being tackled no\v y e
equipped with feed-back systems, questions are tricky” and so “one vanguard o e pro essi n.
It means that each pupil’s desk is has to look sharp.” ~xPer+ience . of he smal]
electrically connected with the Our memorv can be likened Slbcnan town has showncontrol nan el mounted on the , uur memory can be iiKeneo problems of programmed teacu-controi panel mounted on me t0 a storeroom or depository ;n(J e m e r g e d  from the walls
teacher s desk. A pupil can see where nonderous-looking volumes inS nave emerged jrom me wans
w h e t h e r  h e  h a s  eoned w i t h  t h e  wn ponaerous-iooKing volumes 0 f  the laboratory into the testing whether he has coped with the are ranged 0n shelves. In future „rrmn j nraetiee
task by glancing at his personal these volumes will have to make ® ^
lamp in the panel fixed over the Way for closely packed reels of

film. The storeroom will be the cvRAYimF UNIVERSITY'S 
The teachers have examined same in size, but the quantity of o ik a l u &l  ui ly u K S iir  a

over 3,000 questionnaires handed useful information it can contain NEW VENTURE
out to the pupils in advance, will be much greater. Knowledge
There is not one in the whole will have a higher information (Continued from page 13)
number to find fault with the new content. Such is, perhaps, the *
techniques. principal problem of perfecting

, teaching as a process prompted basis each year and that the
technical Appliances b0th by cybernetics and the amount of literature in the field

The technical appliances obvious requirements of life. had grown tremendously,
promptly inform the teacher „ c ,,
about the work of every single Algorithm The core of the programme
pupil. The quick, efficient check- That is why compiling and .vyd f^yia .̂use. University s 
up incites the pupils to a greater applying recognition algorithm library of professional materials,
effort. “The mechanical examiner has aroused such great interest gathered oyer t e pas 5 years
is exacting and it never asks among teachers. a"d n °Y 1“?ludlIll8 the fo™ cf
leading questions, “writes ninth- An algorithm is a set of rigid ?7dUj ftUCAd°n *arary. 0 n
grader Valery Bereza, from directioS d e S n f f i e a  couSe Ffund, f°r Adul Education One
School No. I, “but it is just as “ on whicT must ensure a ° f- tthC ]* T  r * nmhin

“ ■» »o» correct°solution^ o f’aH problems S  V a " ' S t
m0“  pa'" s- of I he class. Algorithms are fcooS, 5™ d™ oral disi'rta-

1 he Nazarovo teachers are of composed in such away that tjons on microfilm, 575 tapes 
the opinion that teaching machi- each successive step gives the ancj 250 recordings on adult
nes can in no way oust or replace student maximum information, education subjects and 155
the teacher, but, figuratively On being assimilated by the . . „. „ \  .,CAAnA
speaking, they give him ears mind, algorithms form into a iourna es> as wcd as i'O.OOO
enough to hear many answers system of rational mental actions pamphlets and other unbound
simultaneously and hands enough which enable the student to source matexial.
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(Continued from page 4) But no matter how flourishing proper technical qualifications.
„ „  ... <v„ „„ , , the cooperative is, it cannot hope The scheme has met with an
.I f  Posslb*e. to to  ra jse  tjie ]arge sums money excellent response from workers

French S  ‘Z  rT ired ,0 p,ovidc ^  “ W r s  alike- In 1962'inchoniL t U m™ u Caf ’ .-?1 craftsmen with the heavy 1963, more than 230 men regis-
hncinpc;c’rnri-pcn ^a ain to machinery they need, in parti- tered for the classes which are
tr> pmnin pondence or letters cu]ar for sawing and planing usually held in the evenings 
£ , tJ” P ?yS i  ■ d,unngt th* wood. To help fill this need, a after vwrk.
bills and calculate°costs.Se They ajH ^craftsm ^n^°fhe°G asnoa ThuS the Gagnoa centre is
are introduced to practical work ama lns been e tablished ^  the maki-,! itS own n° \  unimPorta"t from the outset. Trainees at aie£* Jias been established at tne contribution to the Ivory Coast's
Gagnoa have built a dormitory CentI r ' . rural development programme,
there, a sports ground two P  , . 30 y°un§ men wbo Practical results are not the only
houses for teachers and a tbe ^rst cou.r?e at Gagnoa, ones achieved. Several former
swimming pool as well as 29 are now practising the trades trainees are now training their 
school canteens’ at Aboisso tJiey learned. One has a job as own apprentices, while others
about 220 miles from Gagnoa ’ a , .g foreman in Aboisso, are investing some of their pro-

. ,. .. , , ‘ another is with a construction fits in agriculture, launching into
A realistic and lively ap- firm at Oume, while half the rice 0r cocoa cultivation as a

proach to apprenticeship is carpenters have set up their own sideline,
provided by the school co-opera- businesses.
tive which undertakes carpentry, Changed Attitudes Towards Above all, many of the young 
building and machining jobs for Manual Labour men now leave Gagnoa with the
outside customers who furnish Refresher courses for workers feeling that k is l5uit,e P°?sible }°
the raw materials. Money earned already employed by local firms earn a living with their hands,
in this way is used to buy equip- are another important aspect of This re-evaluation of manual
ment for the centre (one-third) the centre’s work Literacy labour’ according to the Unesco
and to provide trainees with the classes and vocational training report, is by no means tthe least 
tools they will need when they are provided for these men who result of the Centres work,
set up on their own (two-thirds). are mostly illiterate and lack (Unesco Feature)

f  ’ , ",, ,,‘,,l,", *l,",,,,,l*i,,i|«ii,|i,ni|nn*n.ii.inii.iiiiiiiil îti„i„iii,h„1„,i,niilil,„.|l„li„.|l,||mm.,1.mm   ....... . «»,i,inrint,:..",.nnw_

« Beliewe Sf . . □ . j
W ith the “ M E G H ”  Slated Roll-op Black Boards a t your service. |  
You can w ork wonders : : :

«= In  the  first p lace they are p o rtab le  an d  hence can  be easily carried  |  
from  place to  place.

# Secondly as they  are fitted w ith  w ooden rollers a t each end, they |  
can be h u n g  an d  unro lled  s tra igh t any  where. |

, |  & T hird ly  as they are coated  w ith good  scientific pa in t, they can be |
[ j ' ^ S f  I  w ritten  on  w ith  chalk  clearly an d  can  be clear wiped ot w ith .
I i o rd in ary  duster. , . ~  I
|  j *:;•■ F o u rth ly  they  can  serve you as best and  m ost el tec tive g

in struc to rs  in  any  branch  o f  Social Service. |
.... ~ ~—  # L ast bu t n o t least, they  are  m ore  econom ical th an  any o thei o f „

|  in structive  Service.

— c.? 5
|  For particulars please contact: ?

I jfj p jk MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., J
\ P. O . Box. N o . 24,
! B A R  A M  A T I (P oona) IN D IA .

........... . ........... ................... a n * .................... .................. - ........ ......................................... ...... ............................................................... ... • •••’ ................................. "'‘ ""■ ' ■ J T



All India Nehru Literacy Fund

Doe Day's Income Requested
The Honorary General Secretary of the Indian Adult Education Association, Shri S.C. Dutta, has 

issued a circular letter to all Institutional Members of the Association, to collect contribution for the All 
India Nehru Literacy Fund, which will be used for giving assistance to educational institutions for orga­
nising literacy programmes.

Shri Dutta has suggested that funds could be L iterate  Citizenary 
raised by the following ways : In the circular, Shri Dutta has stated

(a) By field workers and interested individuals “It has now been accepted on all hands that for
contributing their one day’s pay or income. social and economic _ development, large-scale pro­

vision for the eradication of illiteracy from the
(b) By collecting Funds from the philanthropic country in the shortest possible time is an absolute

people interested in adult literacy in their respective necessity. For the success of democracy also, a
areas; mill-owners and industrialists could be per- literate citizenary is necessary. In organising this
suaded to make contribution for the eradication of massive campaign, cooperation of all the elements
illiteracy from amongst their employeers. in society is essential—the State apparatus from the

Rashtrapati, the public exchequer and the school
(c) By holding cultural programmes and cinema teachers must take part in this mass mobilization of

shows for the purpose. all available resources for the development of the
basic human resource.”

(d) By persuading the State Department to ^  „ ___ . A
sanction suitable grants for the Nehru Literacy Contribution Received
Fund. In response to the appeal we have already receiv­

ed contributions from a few rural schools, amount- 
Shri Dutta has also sent an appeal to individual jng  t0 r s 5 7 .1 0 .

members of the Association, to contribute one day’s Jhe following contributions which we gratefully 
income to the Nehru Literacy ■’un . acknowledge have been received in October :

All contribution can be sent to the Treasurer, Mrs. Welthy Fisher Rs. 100/-
Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B Indra- Shri S.C. Dutta 40/-
prastha Marg, New Delhi. Shrimati Bimla Dutta 11/-

Stvlcr To Be In Delhi Chetsingh Back H om e Survey o f L ibraries in
K erala

Mr. William E Styler, Shri Ranjit Chetsingh has
Director of Adult Education at returned from his visit to U.K. Th TnHinn AHll)t F/illpatinn
Hull University, England, will Mrs. Doris Chetsingh who had The Indian Adult Education
spend a week in New Delhi in a successful operation in U.K. is Association has started a corn­
ea riv December, on his way also back with him. They are prehensive survey of libraries
home after attending the con- staying in Dehra Dun. jn t^e Southern State of
ference of South-East Asian _ , . ,
Universities in Hongkong. _ _ Kerala to find out the re-

j Styler visited New Delhi had talks with the IHimstry of sources of the libraries. The
earlier this year on behalf of the Education and the Association Investigators were given training
Vuiikcrs Education Association in 0n the possibility of exchanging from October 12 to 14 in
Jubilee celebration of the Indian adult education sta.t in India Trivandrum after which they
Adult Education Association. He and Britain. left for their field work.

Printed and Published by Dharm Vir for Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B. fndraprastha 
Marg, New Delhi. Printed ai Naya Hindustan Press, Chandni Chowk, Delhi.

Regd. No. D-109
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All nmdla Social EdMcatlou Pay
Country-Wide Celebrations Emphasise Need For 

Adult Education For Economic Development
All India Social Education Day was celebrated throughout the country on December 1, 1964, in 

response to an appeal sent out by the Indian Adult Education Association.

In the capital, a largely attended meeting was the problem of adult literacy would get solved as 
held in Delhi Public Library Hall under the president- soon as our programme of compulsory primary 
ship of Shri V. Vishwanathan, Chief Commissioner education was implemented but we would still need 
of Delhi. Social Education.

Addressing the packed • had, Dr. Mohan Sinha Professor W.E. Styler, Director of Adult Educa- 
Mehta, President of the Association said that large- t jori) Hull University gave his impressions of adult 
scale programme of social and economic develop- education programme in the Phillipines, Thailand, 
ment now being implemented in the country, would Malaysia and Hong Kong, 
not yield appreciable results, unless these were
accompanied by equally massive programme of Shri A R Deshpande, Adviser (Social Education), 
adult education. He said there was a continuous Government'0f India expressed his regret that in spite 
need for education for all of us. The rapid changes 0f tue realization and declaration by all that adult 
in science and technology had made it almost ini- education was essential for social and economic 
possible for anyone to keep himself abreast of the deve]opment) adequate financial provision was not 
growing body of knowledge and information. Ihis , • made fot. jti He expressed the hope 
indicated the need for adult education at all stages that6 -n tl]£ foiirth pjan adequate provision 
and at all time. would be made.

The Chief Commissioner, Shri Vishwanathan also . . t rv Ministry of
emphasised the need for Social Education. He said propos?ng Ivote of thanks, said that he

------was pleased to see the zeal and enthusiasm of social
education workers who had participated in the 

Editorial Board meeting in such large numbers. He assured them

»■  '•  S  carried «
Shri Maganbhai Desai their ^ ork with enthusiasm and devotion.

Shri J. C. Mathur, I.C.S.
Dr. T. A. Koshy In Indore, a meeting was held at Gandhi Hall,

Shri H P. Saksena. with Shri Bhanwar Singh Bhandari, Mayor of Indore
Corporation as Chairman.

Published by
Indian Adult Education Association  The meeting was addressed by Shri Gore Lai
17-B, indrep-astha Marg, New Delhi Shukla, Director, Panchayat and Social Weltare or

Anrua! Subscription Madhya Pradesh.
Rs. 8 .0 0  : Foreign t s . 50.

S ingle Copy Re. i .o o  (Details of celebrations jn other places will appear
__ _ __ in the next issue.)



Prime Minister Asks Youth to Spread Literacy
Inaugurating the Inter-University Youth Festival in New Delhi on November 14, the Prime Minister 

Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri asked young people to help as volunteers in the spread of literacy and to be in 
touch with the rural people.

Shri Lai Bahadur said that his generation was in John Friesen in Jaipu r
touch with the peasant more for his being a voter 
than the k'evman of the Indian economy. Young
people could make up for this shortcoming which in Dr. j 0ha F. Friesen and Shri J. Draper of the

* * « >  C°“  Vancouver, Canada
make them understand the laws and Constitution have arrived in Jaipur to assist the Vice-Chancellor 
and also grasp more readily new agricultural practices Dr. Mehta to set up the Department of Adult 
for increased production. Education in the University of Rajasthan.

Shri Shastri suggested that each student should
spend at least a month in villages. Immediately after their arrival in Jaipur, Dr.

, T , Friesen and his colleague came to Delhi and hadNational Integration , . . ,  , . , „ , T ,. ,  , . . , consultations with the officials of the Indian AdultShri Shastri said his generation trusted the , . . _ , .
younger one would end all prejudices based on geo- Education Association. On November 10, they
graphy, colour, culture and creed. had discussions with Shri Ranjit M. Chetsingh,

He called upon the young to pledge themselves Vice-President of the Association and Shri S. C. 
to national integrity and solidarity. n  ,, c

A student thanked Shri Shastri on behalf of the Dutta, llony. General Secietaiy.
participants and assured him that though they were
used to carrying text-books only, they would handle _ . _
rifles and spades with the same confidence if need be. Joan  JLowe

John Shaw Studies C .D . Earlier in November, Dr. John Lowe, Director,
Mr, John Shaw of Sydney has arrived in India Extra-Mural Studies, University of Singapore, came

on a three-month visit to study Community Develop- {Q Delhi on his way to the United Kinedom to take 
ment Projects. He will attend the courses at the , r_. t ^  , . . , ,
National Institute of Community Development at UP 1he Directorship of the Development of Adult
Hyderabad, the Orientation and Training Centre Education, University of Edinburgh, 
at M>8©re, S.E.O.T.C. at Baroda and Udaipur.

Before starting off his programme Mr. Shaw
came to Deihi. He met the Hony. General Secretary Dr. John Lowe visited the Headquarters of the
Shri S. C. Dutta and had exchange of ideas and Association and later had talks with Shri S. C. 
informations about Social Education in India and .. , • T ,■ .
various training programmes now being conducted Dutta about adult education movement in India and 
in the country. the role the Universities are likely to play.

N A T IO N A L  SE M IN A R  T O  DISCUSS

ADULT EDUCATION & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
“Adult Education and Econo- It was decided to request Shri Sohan Singh Naqvi and Dutta 

mic Development” is the theme of Annasabeb Shashrabudhe and was set-up to prepare the Work-
the next National Seminar to be Shrimati Durgabai Deshmukh ing Paper and other background
organised by the Indian Adult to be the co-Director of the material for the Seminar.
Education Association. This Seminar.
decision was taken a meeting The Executive Committee
of the Executive Committee of A small committee consisting decided to hold the next Annual 
(he Association held in New Delhi of Shrimati Deshmukh (Chair- Conference and the Seminar
on November 1U man), Sarvshri J.C. Mathur, from April 5 to 9,1965.
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U N E S C O

¥otes for Eradication of Illiteracy
Education, once again, was cerning a subject to which I have an exchange of views on the 

given priority at the 13th session always given particularly close international level, I have asked 
of the Unesco General Con- attention : the world literacy my representative at the General 
ference, meeting at the Organiza- campaign. Both through personal Conference to invite, if the case 
tion’s Paris headquarters from interest and as the sovereign of may be, the ministers of educa- 
October 20 to November 20. Out a country of ancient culture but tion of member states to parti- 
of Unesco’s total regular budget faced with the plague of illiteracy, cipate in an international congress 
of 8,920,000 for the years 1965- I have followed with great interest destined to perfect and develop 
66, the Conference voted about your tireless activities along this the best methods of waging the 
one quarter, or §11.3 million, for path. I sincerely congratulate struggle for literacy. If this 
education. In addition, nearly you and I have the firm convic- suggestion were to be adopted by 
$22 million will be available for tion that the activities of Unesco Unesco, my country would be 
educational activities from the and its Director-General in this honoured to propose Teheran as 
United Nation Technical Assist- domain are of primordial im- the site of this meeting and, in 
ance Programme and from the portance in attaining the goals particular, to give delegations the 
United Nations Special Fund. of this great organizations. chance to familiarize themselves

Within this priority for educa- . _ with our experience in the domain
tion, two subjects were given Appeal to Heaos of State of the-Army of Knowledge.
special attention: educational . In his personal message to all
planning and a literacy pro- .Personal ^ P 1-2551011 IS chiefs of state, the Shah stated :
gramme, which it is hoped will that n 1S the duU,.  °} _ev'ei'y “AH the countries of the world 
lead to a world campaign for country and every chief of state t0(jay have the rjght to expect 
universal literacy. t0 encourage and support these tbat tjle entjre international com-

Literacy, as Unesco’s Director- by every means There- ; wiU participate in theliteracy, as unesco sw ee to r fore, j  have deemed it useful, wnru  litm rv cimnaien It is 
General Mr. Rene Maheu told on +i1P PVP nf ti,p i i th Unesco worl<3 J tera?y campaign, n  is
the Conference must he in- /-r tne. ê ,e tne 1-j t nui  tsco certain that, in order to succeed, tne commence, must be in- General Conference, to address ... F demands the universal 
tegrated into social and economic a nersonal message to all the , crusaae aemanas uieuiuversi develonment both to aid this personal message to an me mobilizatjon of all available re­development, both to aid this worid’s chiefs of state in order to d SOodwIll And as
development and to be economic- invite them to collaborate more the determination of the
ally valid. As a first step, an broadly with Unesco in the world t have permitted
iesToeri“ee,app iedrainy the°form™f JLteracy campaign. A copy of fhe organizing of the ratfonal and

selected countries throughout the Unesco General Conference. a£S °  W/he objectives it isworld. In connection with this achieve the obj
programme, the Shah of Iran Army of Knowledge S 3 ' "
sent a message to the Conference . assumed.
offering Teheran as the site for a “I am happy to inform you .
major conference on literacy to that, in my country, the Army Pilot Projec s
be held in 1965 or 1966. The of Knowledge” experiment whose world
General Conference unanimously results are already known to you, Tne ■ P̂  " ‘ will he
decided to accept this “generous has proven very satisfactory. literacy programme, will be
offer” from the Shah. The pilot .‘Thanks to this plan we have ^ ^ ' ^ t r i e s  a t i !  m 
project countries will be se ected been able to carry on the struggle a £  specific sectors of
on the basis of establ.shed against illiteracy in the most national economies. As
criteria after careful study during remote villages, receiving the . R M iheu Unesco 
1965. enthusiastic welcome of the popu- ^reetooGencraT has noted,
Shah’s Letter S f  V p e S n f m i e h t  be con- “'his is a selective approach but

T , , at.. m depth....these are pilot pro-
*n a TIettcr l.° ^  sidered and studied by o t. jects but they arc also mass pilot

Maheu, Unesco Director-General, countries facing the same pro- J . . „
the Shah stated : blem. In order to bring about a p - [ *  ’

6 r'lnQpr and rnorc active collabora- 10 finance tlicsc undertakings “My government has pre- closer anu more active couauuia ,.,;n u ,  ,
sented me a detailed report of tion in this domain by Unesco s n _  , ‘ ■,,,
Unesco’s recent activities con- member states and to facilitate ■ sp.-. ’ ' ’
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regular budget, $ 1,121,000 from year period, to review progress a massive programme for eradi-
the U.N. Expanded Technical made and discuss major policy cation of illiteracy. He said
Assistance Programme, and issues. the modern mass media like
S 5,000,000 from the Special Adult Literacy radio, television and film should
Fund. T c f ... be utilized to impart knowledge
Youth * In th r fio d ° f ad-Ult hterrC?’ to the people.10Uin a team of five or six specialists

Following the Unesco Inter- will be recruited during 1965 Secondly UNESCO should 
national Youth Conference held who, after necessary orientation, take a jarge programme of 
at Grenoble earlier this year the will be available to _ Member teacher training as the progress
Organization plans to establish States to advise on setting up or 0f education was impeded by the
an International Committee on on improving and expanding tremendous lack of trained
Youth during 1965 and, in adult literacy programme. teachers
collaboration with this body, to ,
seek to promote youth activities India s Stands Mr Chagla said the primary
for international co-operation India s Education Minister d of ^ E S C O  was to
and understanuing. Mr M. C*n reiterate and re-emphasize the

As far as Unesco regional ^ ^ o f  assistance to deve- fact that education was basicallyassistance to education is con- Srap mes ot assistance to deve a jjUman rjgjjt although it was
cerned, the major share goes to ]?Ping in *be era ica* a pre-requisite for economic
Africa '. Special emphasis is to be tion of adult illiteracy. and industrial growth,
laid on increasing the educational Mr. Chagla, addressing the
opportunities available to women conference said that two-thirds Education in its best sense
and girls in African countries, of the human population was should teach how to live. True 
bearing in mind especially adult illiterate. “To my mind it seems education should also teach how 
literacy programmes. idle to speak of culture and people of different races, colours

Unesco’s assistance in educa- art and literature when we have and communities should learn to 
tion to Asia continues to be not as yet provided millions of live together. UNESCO should 
based upon the 1962 meeting of our fe[low ,humaa beings with proinote education both because 
Asian Ministers of Education in f v®n the, glimmerings of know- jt would be satisfying the most 
Tokvo A further meeting of 'edge and the capacity to acquire important human needs and also 
Education Ministers is also knowledge. the_ cause of peace and inter-
envisaged during the next two- Mr. Chagla then proposed national understanding.

UNESCO Mass Communication Programme for 1965-66
Expansion of the press and the information services of a nizing will expand its program- 

of radio, film and television country requesting such aid in mes of radio farm forums—the 
services in the developing coun- any particular medium—news use of radio for rural adult 
tries ; the training of profes- agency, press services the education, including agricultural
sional and techical personnel establishment of rural news- education—to other countries,
for these services ; the use of papers (important in adult edu- A seminar on educational broad- 
the mass media for education, cation work), radio, television, casting, to spur action in this 
particularly for adult education documentary film services—and field, will be held in Asia during 
and literacy campaigns are the for the training of nationals in the next two years, 
main features of the UNESCO these fields.
mass communication programme in the use of mass communi- iNex.t„ year’ a mee“ng °* e?' 
for 1965-66. cation techniques for adult and Pers. wlllbe convened to study

i . i j  1nnmpnt nf i t s  out-of-school education. Unesco problems involved in the use
In the development of its reinforce its sunnort to a of sPace communication by the

services and the training of mass nroiect started Earlier this mass media to Promote the flow
communication personnel, espe- P'lf*£  The sS-ve^r of information, the spread of
dally in Africa, Asia and Latin iS T J& id e  S  education and greater cultural
America, Unesco js  following fnteJrested S£ tes in Africa, with exchange, 
recommendations endorsed by „ , ,  , . . . . . fh
the I IN Tien era I Assembly as a field laboratory to test the The Unesco coupon schemes
contributing to the Development effectiveness and cost in adult for books films, scientific meterial 
DecS'e AssisLice w Sr be education of such mass media as and travel will be continued as a 
given on an increased scale, by television, radio, film and pubh- practical method of reducing 
means of individual Unesco cations, under conditions charac- currency obstacles to the free 
experts, fellowships, training teristic of Africa and other less flow 0f educational, material and 
course: and regional seminars, developed areas. exchange of students, teachers
to help organize and develop At the same time, the Orga- and research workers.
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Leisure dmcJ /^^©riccsii Adult Education
By Jack London & Robert Wenkert

A S S  cclccJi^iiuf Sm Z  ?  CharaC'  ThCSe co.nclusions enable us to understand why 
aonroach U r n t T J  u alI^ ncomPassin§ activities, which are undertaken by adults for
approach. It covers virtually all areas of educational purposes, are ordinarily not counted as

^ 7 ni ê lste"c  ̂where more knowledge and skill are adult education. For example the upper middle 
needed by adults anxious to assume roles within class in the United States a a l L f S i t ^ n  of 
the complex framework of modern society. The rise travelling to Europe in order to b ro a ln  its educa-
of home and family life S i r ”’0' ?  J he .growth tTion a tradition represented in the novels of Henry oi nome and family life education and the increas- James. Such travel is increasingly engaged in hv
mg interest in do-it-yourself activities, which can people in the lower strata of the middle class Yet 
be partly raced to increased leisure and affluence, even though the purposeof  travel mavbeeduca-’
hobbierlnd recreafSnal o u K s ^ W h P8 t0 *ion*S’ sucb tFavel is not counted as adult education 
family and work interest r  ’ b l e , êl?ure> m rhe technical sense except when undertaken as 
S  y;d  t i r ^ a S Str ntinUe +d0?1,nate part Of a systematic programme of study under the adult education planning there appears to be an auspices of a formal organization, 
increasing interest in liberal education for adults and
acrossTthe cmmTrf ‘“ S®? °,f f J iberalizing character The same point can be made even more clearly 
? S o n  To Jn  J 'th  P 0 this movement may be with regard to the reading of books. Reading is a 
L r ?  ^  8 ?  ,h ?f mass society, the relatively widespread activity, and although it may

and a dCCrer  be undertakenP for a great variety of reasons, at 
nartlv t™ SohW nTlJ? ^  o f  FnTove“ eat 13 als.° Ieast some leisure-time reading is done for the pur-
becominpfn^ ]he V1mtfrd States »s Pose of self-education. Yet, such reading is ordinari-
in f  n r t f f f  “frban rJd educated nation in which the ly not included under the rubric of “adult educa- 

P ll JUernl education is presumably tion.” On the other hand, the same reading in a
P‘ 1 en • Great Books Discussion Group would be considered

a j  u  r  i . . . .  adult education activity. These different classifica-
AttUU It oucation and social activities tions of essentially similar activities seem to result

ah ____ „ , from the reasons we have suggested above : private
an pdiimtimni f f  • ’ at j cast potentially, have reading does not take place in an organized context,
, •. • unction. Any social interaction, while reading for a Great Books group is an organiz-
. , in casual conversation or in strictly circumscri- ed activity defined as educational by its organizers, 
bed social rituals, in playful or serious activity, in
instrumental oi expressive relations, can have the These two examples, of travel and reading, refer 
unc ion oi educating its participants. All of life to activities which are not defined as part of adult 

po cilia ly informs, and if we were to define adult education, even though they maybe engaged in by 
education in terms of function then we would have adults lor educational purposes. Examples of the 
to nicluue all or social life as part of adult educa- opposite can also be found. Thus an activity may 
tion. Obviously this is unrealistic, both in practi- be officially considered to be part of adult education, 
cal terms and also because it does not accurately even though its participants may not be engaged in 
represent the nature of adult education as wc find it the activity for educational reasons. This is true 
in experience. Technically, and realistically, adult even in formal educational institutions, where many 
educa-tion refers to a more limited area of social students reputedly enroll for social reasons—to be 
life, namely to those activities whose primary purpose vvith friends, or to find husbands. However, the 
is to educate. overriding consideration in defining such institutions

By themselves, activities do not have a purpose, as educational agencies is their purpose as defined by 
since'purpose is lodged in human beings and not in the organizers of the institution and by the larger 
social forms and to say that certain social activities society-
have education as their purpose is merely an inaccu- ,. .. .. , . #■„, i,Q„„
rate way of saying that these activities have been The distinctions we have made so far hate been 
organized by some person, or groups of persons, for !at bcr clear-cut and pi ease. Actually, cuirent deve- 
t i i n n r n ^ c f  lopments suggest a growth of systematic self-educa-

p p e of c g. tion under no organizational auspices, which would
This clarification leads to two importent conclu- fall somewhere between our categories of private self- 

sions : adult education is educational activity which education and participation in organized adult edu- 
takes place in an organized context, and whether cation. We refer here to the growing market in 
activity is defined as adult education or not depends what might be called, for want of a better term, 
on the purposes of the organizers of that activity. “packaged self-education.” One can now buy “Life
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time Reading Plans, Ait Seminars in the Home - folk-dancers would come under the heading of recrea-
speed-reading equipment to be used in self-instruc, tional activities, not of educational activities, unless
tion, different types of teaching machines, and a host the primary purpose of these clubs was instruction,
oi reterence books for home use. To some extent Although in actual practice this distinction is often
this is nothing new, having been pioneered by the difficult to make, since those who practise an art
encyclopedias and such “packaged’ educational usually receive instruction in it as well, it seems to
items as the Harvard Classics, fseveitheless, we be a necessary distinction lest we once again broaden
suspect that this type of systematic self-educational the field of adult education to all sorts of activities
material is becoming available at an increasing rate, whose primary purpose is not education. (Some may
and may come to constitute a substantial part of the feel that we have already broadened the field too
total adult education in this country. At present, much by including instruction in non-serious pur­
lieu ever, such activities are usuaLy not included suits). Similarly, activites whose primary purpose is
under the rubric of- adult education. entertainment would not be included under adult

education, regardless of how educational such acti- 
Education and Recreation vities may be in their effects on their audience.

So far we have placed a strong en phasis on the ^  p rjCes? c^ucat.i°n
purposes of the organizations which organize and education in hf nart ttm ^Th’-W11C1 .recPiircs adult 
sponser adult education activity, and have said little f . f t ' -  stcms
about the content of such activities. Clearly, all t ! J1.1? 101 * * views about adulthood, such as 
shorts of social activities are carried on in organi- A  tl ‘ 11 1S a PcrsPn. .e”8aSed m full-time work,
zational contexts. What is the distinction between rilv nart t 'S * S° 111S 11S e<̂uca 10n ,s ncccssa' 
educational activities and, let us say, recreational * 111 '
activities or pure entertainment ? Actually, there arc instances in which adult edu-

cation is full-time rather than part-time. Because 
Once again we must refer to the purposes of the of economic dislocations, many occupations are 

sponsoring organizations and their administrative becoming obsolete and there is an increasing need for 
personnel. Since all activities ate potentially educa- wholesale retraining of personnel. Retraining pro- 
tional, there would seem to be no restriction on the grammes, such as those authorized by the Manpower 
content of adult education activity. We would, and Training Act of 1962, tend to be full-time rather 
therefore, include both vocational and non-voca- than part-time, because the participants do not have 
tional education ; instruction in games as well as the requisite skills to obtain jobs. Although such 
instruction in more serious matters ; indeed, we retraining may become an increasingly important 
would include instruction in anything. The basic part of adult education, it represents at the moment 
character of education is to inform-the content of the only a minute proportion of the adult education 
information is, for our purposes here, irrelevant. programmes offered to the public.

Th's, it seems to us, is the actual situation in the What about the role of formal education in con- 
l - ifitcd States, where the content of adult education nection with the attainment of adulthood? Implicit 
i, extremely \aried and where the distinction bet- in the idea of adult education is the view that full- 
ween education and training is generally not persua- time students, or young students working toward a 
si e. In Great Britain, where education refers gene- degree even if they do not attend full-time, are not 
rally to the more intellectual pursuits, adult cduca- as yet adults. In a sense, this is a realistic view, 
tii n is more limited in its content. The British view because in a variety of ways society does not treat 
of adult education is restricted to liberal education, students as adults. College students receive pre- 
v.iiiie pursuits such as vocational training are placed ferential treatment from the police and are “protect- 
under the rubric of “further education.” In the ed” at many colleges and universities by special 
United States, these two types of education are provisions for housing, special rules about moral and 
generally combined under the same heading. ethical behaviour, and leniency regarding participa-

, . , . . . .  ■ r ii tion in pranks and other “childish” activity. Students
S ' .’ though instruction in biicge or in folk- of legal age, are, therefore, still viewed as preparing

i nemg would therefore be included as an adult for adulthood, rather than having quite attained it 
education activity in the United Stales, actually It is jn this context that we can understand why
ii act rung these pursuits without instruction would graduate training in universities is not considered 

not. That is. organized clubs or bridge-players or a d u l t  education.
I. An exception is the current study of participation Formal Edlim tinn nnd Adult Fdmp'itinn. •, id by the National Opinion Research Center of the rwri,1<u ^AlUCailOIl HIKl AOU1II ibdUCatlOIl

University of Chicago. On the basis of a national survey of In the literature on adult education, termination 
the adult population they estimate 17,160,000 adult education of formal education k f.-pmientlv riii-inants. and an additional 8.960,000 engaged in self- cr 'Ormai education is frequently mentioned when
■ . tion. Sec John. W . c .  J o h n s to n e ,  Volunteers fo r  Learning attempts are made to distinguish adult education
C.iicayo : National Opinion R e se a r c h  Centre February 1963), from other educational activities. Yet, this distinc­

tion between formal education and adult education
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is ambiguous today, and is likely to become even junior college, but so have some of the adult 
iriorc ambiguous in the near future,because of four education students themselves. Many of the students 
developments taking place in American society. officially enrolled in junior colleges are actually

First, while some characteristics of adulthood are adults, and it is becoming increasingly difficult to 
moving down in the age scale, others are moving distinguish between adult and non-adult enrollments 
up, so tnat discrepancies between the different criteria in many junior colleges. To some extent, therefore, 
we hav e suggested are increasing. On the one hand, the junior college is becoming an in-service training 
an increasing proportion of college students, both institute for the skilled trades, just as universities 
graduate and undergraduate, are married, have may become the in-service training institutes of the 
children, and are at least in part self-supporting professions. There has been some dissatisfaction 
(olten because the wife works full-time in order to with the junior colleges’ attempts to fit all curricula 
support her husband s education). On the other into a “day school” mould to service adolescents 
hand, an increasing proportion of students are stay- and adults alike. In Berkeley, California, this 
ing in formal education longer and going for higher dissatisfaction has found expression in a recent 
degrees, so that the termination of formal education efforts to establish a technical junior college that 
takes place in the middle and late twenties. These would be used primarily to meet the needs of adults 
trends indicate that college students are generally for manual technical skills. However, if present 
taking on mote adult characteristics, and that there- trends continue, the distinction between adult educa- 
loie tue distinction between adult and formal edu- tion and formal education, particularly in the junior 
cation may become increasingly difficult to maintain, colleges, will remain highly ambiguous.
. ^  second development which makes the distinc- A fourth development is the creation by colleges 

tion ambiguous is the use of formal educational and universities of special curricula for adults. For 
institutions as in-service training organizations for example, the Radclifte Institute for Individual Study 
the professions. This is already a well-established pays selected adult women astipendfortheirhouso- 
piocedure in the teaching profession, in which salary hold help so that they can devote themselves to 
mcieases are sometimes tied to the teachers’ enroll- full-time study. The University of Minnesota has 
ment in evening or summer courses at formal cduca- designed a special programme for adult women 
tional institutions. It may be an increasing trend in desiring to return to school where they can pursue 
such prolessions as law, medicine, engineering, and study in the regular curriculum, extension division, 
business administration, in which knowledge and by correspondence, or undertake independent study, 
skids change rapidly so that practitioners may “fall Brooklyn College has experiment with a special adult 
behind without continuous formal training. In some degree programme in which mature adults can work 
instances, industry may organize its own in-service toward degrees through the regular college pro­
training programmes and conduct its own classes, gramme and in special seminars at a pace consistent 
but utilize formal education institutions as supple- with their responsibilities, and in which certain 
mentary sources of training. Clearly, if these pro- work-experience and past achievements are evaluated 
grammes were conducted by private agencies they for granting of college degree credit, 
would fall under the heading of adult education. This trend of making full-time study part of the 
Since they may become part of the regular curricula regular college curriculum will, we think, gather 
of the universities, it is less evident whether they momentum, because of certain developments in other 
should be regarded as part of formal education or spheres of American society, especially among 
adult education. The professions are one of the women. The number of college-educated women is 
most rapidly increasingly occupational categories in rapidly increasing in this country, but many of these 
the labour force, and we have only begun to feel the women get married instead of entering the labour 
educational impact of their growth. force when they graduate from college. There is

A third development is the provision by the also a trend, however, to marry younger and to 
junior colleges of what would ordinarily be called space children more closely, so that many women 
adult education. Enrollments in junior colleges are are free to use their college education in the labour 
increasing more than in any of the other formal force by the time they reach the early forties and 
educational institutions, and much of this increase have self-sufficient children who do not require 
occurs in courses which give terminal training. We attention in the home. The Radcliffe programme 
are referring here to such training as cosmetology, was especially designed for such women, to give 
automobile mechanics, lower level electronics, tele- them “refresher” courses so that they would be 
vision repair work, and other kinds of skill training, rapidly brought up-to-date and could then profitably 
Ordinarily such training would be considered part put their prior college education to better iise. ; he 
of adult education or part of the vocational high- trends in age of marriage and spacing of children 
school programme, but increasingly, training in the suggest that this pool ol available womanpower will 
manual skilled trades is becoming part of the increase, and the formal educational institutions veil! 
regular curriculum of formal educational institutions probably take cognizance ol this tact by providing 
such as the junior college. for this in their curricula.

Not only have some of the subjects formerly —From material supplied by Education
provided by adult education been adopted by the Clearing House, UNhSCO, Pans.
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Place ©f Admit Education in sa 
National Edgacatfi®mal System

Dr. V. S. Jha

[Dr. V. S. Jha is a member of the Education Commission appointed by the Indian Government to make 
recommendations for an overall integrated system of Education. Dr. Jha, a former President of the Indian 
Adult Education Association (1956-58), is a firm believer that adult education must form an integral part 
of India’s educational system. We are publishing his paper, in the hope that it will serve as a basis of discus­
sion on the vital question. Adult educators are requested to send their views and ideas to us so that we could 

have a free and frank discussion on this question which is agitating the minds of educationists world over. —Ed.]

ADULT education, properly conceived, is the work done. Emphasis on ‘Social Education’ was 
backbone of the system of education inadyna- inevitable because introduction of adult franchise 
mic society which is resolutely determined to and acceptance of a democratic way of life made it 

revolutionise its way of life in order to cope with the imperative to explain to the vast uneducated masses 
competitive pressures of international life and to the meaning of the change and to build into their 
realise its own cherished ambitions. The need of a minds a sense of responsibility in participating in the 
Copernican change in the prevailing social attitudes new ways of social and political life. During the 
and behaviour cannot be disputed. Time-worn struggle of independence masses were educated to 
traditionalism and dominance of sterile and unques- defy established authority and to destroy institutions 
tioned dogmas must give way to a new outlook created by the then rulers. Habits of mind persisted 
awakened and refined by the spirit of enquiry and despite independence of the country and they still 
by a resolve to build up courage and competence persist. People have yet to realise that there is no 
essential to creating a stronger and happier nation difference between them and the authority, that in 
with a personality of its own. a real way they share authority and the responsibility

A social revolution is inconceivable without imagi- f if- .APart t\rom the f  and
natively oriented and organised education for the been given to the concept of Social Education a d 
masses'. If people do not understand what is taking t0 th° techniques and methods of imparting it he 
place, their intelligent participation and effort will be c?u.ntry £as nfot yet attempted to formula tc.a sound 
feeble and insufficient: there would even be hostility Philosophy of adult education nor viewed it from a 
to change which threatens accepted beliefs and set wide comprehensive point of view, 
habits. When a society redefines its purposes and Adult education has certainly not yet been regard- 
reviews its inherited pattern of values particularly ed as an essential concomitant to furthering progra-
under the enormous stresses such as those experien- mmes of national development except within some-
ced in present times, there will be few, educated or what limited range of community development. The 
uneducated, who will not need education of one type emphasis and value given even to social education has 
or another varied from area to area and from time to time; at its

JESSES*;,
evenof a single person who is capable of improving *1"='' a"d
himself regardless of age or sex, regardless also of _ r  .
whether a person is illiterate or partially educated Scope of Adult Education
or whether he has once had the benefits of good For practical purposes “adult” in the context of 
higher education which has since been out-dated by adult education should be taken to mean education 
die explosion of knowledge. Education in a civilised of a man or a woman of the age of 15 years and 
society is a continuing process from “cradle to the more who is not enrolled in one of the recognised 
grave.” institutions of formal education. Adult education

. . in its proper sense means education of every adult so
I  resent I osition jong as jie desires it and is capable of profiting by

The need of Adult Education received a kind of it. Every person in a democratic nation should be 
recognition in 1937. In some parts of the country entitled to opportunities to enrich and interpret his 
efforts on a somewhat “massive” scale were made to experience and learn what will be meaningful to him 
reach reading and writing to a large number of adult and help him to improve himself and to have a 
illiterates. The post-independence period was domi- better grasp of life. Formal education is rightly 
nated by the concept of “Social Education” and confined to certain necessary limits, but by itself it 
within this significant though limited field several can only partially and inadequately answer national 
experiments were worked out and some valuable needs and aspirations.
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(a) Liquidation of Illiteracy bound to be contained by the limitations of person-
Oneofthe major tasks to which Adult educa- V*la as™ |  that the ^ uired 

tion must address itself in the conditions obtaining ^ .^  .^ ^a tio n  of the masses of the people can-
in this country is elimination of illiteracy. A society not wmttill the goal of elimination of illiteracy is
in which men and women are not able to commu- ^  ly {'ca ised,1 w e have democracy hot on our hands
nicatc intelligently and with understanding and have ?.nd must ho!d T^refore n fo lows
not learnt to work and live together cannot succeed f 0grammes soc‘al, °n ^
as a democracy. The existing position of illiteracy fdas ff i  as Pos.slblef a°d fullest ,u?e
in this country is alarming and amount almost to made of the mass Z en
a scandal. The following figures will speak for mVnicatl0nV Tbe b»le experience that has been
thpmQplvpc • b b P gained so far has shown results of good promise.

... ' What it needs is a determined effort and better
(l) According to the Census Report of 1961, administrative handling,

only 24 per cent of the total population is-literate.
(ii) Literacy is growing very slowly in the past (c) Education of those whose education

significant*1;—f° ll0W'n8 l’8l"'cs in respect are remained incomplete
Year percentage of literacy 9ne ^ie banes of our system of education,
J901 6 2 particularly at the primary and secondary stages, is
1947 u ' j  the large number of students who do not complete
1961 24 o course °f their education. They attend the

c . . ' .  . school for a year or two or more and then just dis­
tance 1947, the percentage of literacy is growing appear. This entails colossal wastage of national 

pooily at the rate of one per cent per annum. funds and efforts. It should be the aim of educa-
(iii) The rural areas of the country have had a tional endeavour to help these pupils to round off

poor deal in the field of education as would be their education at some suitable stage so that they 
seen by the figures of literacy given below : can profit by it. Moreover, the students who leave

Year Rural areas Urban areas school at the primary or secondary stage must also
l 95j 19 10/ have opportunity to continue their education as far
j96j 10 no/ a i m ? as possible. The experience in other parts of the

47.0% world is that when such opportunities through part-
(iv) The percentage of ratio among women is time courses, continuation classes, evening classes,

still poorer and the growth has been very slow. correspondence courses and other similar means are
Year Percentage given they are very well utilised. The more ambiti-

s ous of the persons are bound to improve themselves
7.9/0 as well as to learn what may be useful from the

12.8% economic point of view. Programmes of adult edu-
One of the problems for a national programme cation, therefore, must endeavour to complete the 

of education is to consider how soon and how education of those who were unable to complete it 
efficiently illiteracy can be wiped out from the and to continue the education of those in all variety 
country. It needs also to be realised that mere of fields who are willing and likely to profit by it. 
liquidation of illiteracy cannot be an end in itself.
Literacy is a mere tool and in order to be worth- (d) Further Education
while it must be of some use to the person who has „  ,  . . . .  ,. • n] n1jm
learnt to use it. It is, therefore, necessary to follow - One of the essential ingredients of n an 
up programmes of literacy with programmes of of adult education is the provision of further educa- 
meaningful education for the neo-literafe Literacy tl0n’ Particularly of those who ar2 employed in far- 
has to be made functional and the neo-literate Ins to ms’ factories’ commercial concerns, offices, trades, 
be equipped with means by which he can make use work?hops, and other similar fields. Those who are 
of the abilities which he has acquired to further his wor^inS should be enabled to learn more about t le 
own good and to be a nsefn. i b e r  of S f  S ^ o t i f  b « ' £  2
(b) Social Education This aspect of adult education must have a very

c ^ . . , special emphasis in a society which is trying desper-
The need of social education is vital to any pro- ately to build up its economic stability, 

gramme of adult education. It would be a fallacy to J
think that social education is intended primarily for ( ) Education of the Unemployed
the illiterates. In fact, the modern educated com- v ' 3
munity needs training as much as anyone else in Adult education must also give serious attention
participation in the national programmes of develop- to the education of those who are unemployed and
ment and democratic way of life. While education provide a variety of courses in order to enable them
for literacy is absolutely essential, its progress is to earn a living and be useful members of the so-
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ciety. A very large number of unemployed persons the quality of its intellectual resources. Nor can
need to be stirred up so that they may acquire conli- one be content with spasmodic spectacular spurts
dence in themselves and learn something which which characterise enthusiasm for adult education
would be useful to them in their own interest. and which result in short-lived “campaigns.”

^  nj One has to face the hard reality of the limita-
(I) Education lo r Culture tions of personnel and of means, assuming—what

Even people who are usefully employed may perhaps is not so realistic—inspired national leader-
wish to learn something which is not directly con- ship determined to drive and willing to make
nected with their vocation, but which they would necessary sacrifices. The nature and extent of the
wish to -learn just for the love of it. This will limitations will need to be carefully assessed in
include education for culture, fine arts, -music, relation to the magnitude and complexity of the
drama, dancing, and other similar activities, learn- undertaking and if it is found necessary to make
ing of languages, and acquiring some interesting choices and to stagger targets, it wguld be well to
hobbies. In this connection, one has to take note laY down carefully the determining criteria, 
of classes of people who have certain amount of It would be wise to mobilise and create 
leisure at their disposal and it would be worthwhile enthusiasm for such schemes as ‘war against
if some training could be organised which would illiteracy’ and to ensure that the enthusiasm is
enable them to enrich their hours of leisure with effectively sustained and that actual work done is of
something useful and good. the highest quality and value possible. At the

same time, circumstances may compel planning to 
(g) Re-education of the Educated confine itself in the initial stages mainly to those

Advancement of knowledge in the recent years areas in which investment would be most profitable 
at a pace unknown before has created a new e.g. education 01 those who left schooling midway 01 
situation. Even those who have acquired high of those who are of significant age groups from the 
professional and technical qualifications and uni- point of view of procuclion, or of workers and 
versity degrees a few years back, find that the new farmers.
knowledge has made their learning more or less. These priori tites will need careful determination, 
obsolete. If such persons have to retain their The principle which needs to be favoured is that the 
position, they must be re-educated through extra- aim should be to secure maximum gains from the 
mural classes in the universities, seminars, dis- effort made and that there should be no slackening 
missions and self-learning devices. This is necessary of the quality. To this end, the work needs to be 
in order to ensure that the investment made in entrusted to competent and trained personnel, care- 
respect of these classes of people does not become fully supervised and assisted, effectively organised 
barren. and timely reviewed and evaluated.

It would be difficult to enlist all the varieties Adult education properly planned should be 
and purposes of adult education, but it can safely meaningful to the people for whom it is meant as 
be asserted that adult education of one type or well as it must serve vital national interests. The
another must be available to all who are anxious to individual should be convinced of the worthwhile-
have it whenever they can find time to have it. ness of the effort which he will be called upon to

make and of time he puts in. He must emerge a 
(h) Education of the Neglected better man through the experience and training given

r> ___ u , .. . . , to him. At the same time, he must be awakenedProgrammes of adult education have to reckon t0 the sociaI context in which he has t0 live and
special y with those sensitive areas where the need shotild be a51e t0 discern and assess the social pro- 
is most urgent Education of women of the country cesses which affect him and which demand hisintel- 
wh° have had no education or whose education ligent partnership. He should be enabled to culti- 
i chained incomplete will claim high priority in yate ^  en irf  mind and to appreciate what 
national interests. There would perhaps be some roodern scie4nce and technology mean to him and
V. ho would be prone to advocate almost exclusive his pro5Iems. Not all of them will become talented 
attention to women s education as the nation s first orjpntkfs 
need. Education of the tribal people and less '
developed communities will also require special “  W1. do small good to mix up the education 
place in order to lessen inequality prevailing in the of the elite and the masses ; but it would be very 
society. ' wrong to under-rate the role of the education of

masses in building up naitonal attitudes such as
Emphasis on purposes and quality of adult ]?.ya]ty t0 nati°nal interests and willingness to subor- 
education J dinate personal interests to the public good ; spirit

of understanding others and appreciating their points 
Adult education for our country is a colossal of view ; respect for truth and courage to submit 

undertaking, ' / cannot be delayed because the one’s accepted beliefs and behaviour to the test of 
nation cannot afioid to be blind to development of dispassionate enquiry ; desire to serve and cooperate

10



consultively and selflessly in discharging responsi- grammes of teachers for the adults. Teaching adults 
bilities of civic and political life ; and respect for requires very special attitudes ; methods and "techni- 
learning and for good and beautiful things and ques of teaching ; methods of Valuation and follow

UP work ; and several other factors adding up to a 
Mass education should also aim at changing those philosophy different from that required of an ordi- 

habits of thought and behaviour which obstruct pro- na*'y school teacher. The demand for training of 
gress in various fields and reflect adversely on our teachers for the adults will be as numerous'' as 
culture and tastes. There should be a universal urge various. We will need teachers who teach the illite- 
to work tirelessly and gracefully to build a beautiful rates and neo-literates, partially school educated, 
country, prosperous and happy, secure and friendly workers in farms, factories, commercial and other 
t0 a1*- offices, as well as teachers to teach a vast range of

Adult education must build up the Indian mind subff'cts ; languages and humanities, science and 
and spirit and discerning faith in the values it serves mathemat>cs. technical and vocational subjects, agri- 
and defends. Anything less than this will not be ?u *ure and horticulture, trades and crafts ; the list 
what adult education stand for. in bound to be endless. One of the important fields

of study for the Education Commission would be
Relation With Form al Education trai? inl  ?f t!lc tcachers’ inspectorsana administrators of adult education.

Some thought will need to be given to planning 
of programmes and their priorities, particularly with Communication
regard to their adjustment with other educalional TI ,. r . .
functions. There need be no sharp distinction bet- . 1 llc me.diia of mass communication, audio visual 
ween formal and informal education and planning of f 'T  !elevislon> radio and several other new 
adult education should go hand in hand with the I , , ave been found extremely valuable in
development of other educational institutions the learninS process. Learning of otherwise

P r i m , , ■ , , ' . difficult concepts becomes easy, precise and stimulat-
ri ' 5 .secondary and technical schools, univer- ing. The use of these techniques discriminately will

j L 1 museums, art galleries, in fact all be of enormous value. Liaison w ith the All India
1 nistdutions are tlie main basis for adult Radio will need to be strengthened. Special arrange-

„ a'ld radiat,nS centres of its manifold ments of suitable adult education programmes can
. . .  es- Schools and universities and other insti- do, as they in some measures have, a great deal of
■i 1 'fi'TfW1 ®ajn ^  bccominS ingredients of good. Television would soon be in the offing, and

11 lte‘ a growing country cannot delay it too long.
Adult education requires a variety of special Language laboratories can solve some of the difficult 

courses and even institutions to meet different situa- linguistic problems which education at the adult 
tions. it will still need the time-honoured institution staSe has to face.
° "'Sht jp|asses and of sF-aial courses in farms Methods of self-study through many ways, more 
and coIfferck.^''are""'mcannot J ectures specially through programmed learning, may, at
In-service training atta in  fields has proved to be Irt'cT.c.Kvels. be found to be of considerable value, 
an effective way of raising the efficiency level, for furthering the pace ui -u„..
Correspondence courses promise a new hope to the raising its quality, 
keen and ambitious adults.  ̂ .

Techniques of self-learning through such means Administration 
as programmed learning, if properly organised, can Whose baby is it?  There have been a lew 
be a very helpful way of canalising the energies of c]ajms to authority over organisation of adult cc uca-
the ambitious adults. Imaginative metliods and t jon There have also been a few disclaimers, - l o
techniques of educating the adults are necessary and Education Commission will need to study the ques- 
one can gain considerably by the achievements of tjon an(j make a categorical recommendation rcSaKl” 
some of the countries where adult education has jn„ fixation of responsibility in the field o a ult 
been strikingly successful. Yet whatever be the education. The case for regarding adult cdiica ion 
means adopted, the existing institutions of formal as the function of the Ministry' of. LducaJon wi 
and informal education will continue to be the not require much arguing but it will bs y
arteries of adult education which will also have to tQ work. out an effective mnc.nneiv ol - k
depend to a very large measure upon the vast armies cooperation of other Minis'rn:s and oepai men s
of teachers availabte fc them. » j f  U S S A h f * t £ l X * i * S S 2 F *

Training of Personnel
The need of quality and effectiveness in adult 0f acjult education, 

education activities is imperative. This can be normal tendency is rightly to decen-
ensured by carefully thought-out training p a -  -



tralise administration of adult education, the need kr^ a,X 'J'X, rel.iuired'in ^very large numbers, 
of a common national policy, of mter-State i n e n t ^ e  n ”  peculiar to adult
cooperation, of mobilisation of resources an , tion onlv Other fields of educational work
cross-fertilisation of ideas and sharing of experience education o n m a t e r i a l  no less and the pro- 
cannot be denied. Some of the State Governme of adult education in this regard will be closely
have taken to social education in a big way but blemofadult other fields of education,
much greater effort on their part will be essential in related to the problems
order to attend to all important sectors of adult education however, would require pre-
education. The State Governments will need to Adult f literature of interest and
harness, more than ever before, cooperation in this paraition o P yP j^uch work has been done
task of local bodies, panchayats and a large vanety “  repara«OQ of reading material
of voluntary organisations. “ r the neo.jiterates. A task of this nature is rarely

The area of adult education is wide and the completed. nt ĉe^ ^ wtocoC°stantiy and to
voluntary agencies will be called upon jo play an P the growing requirements of books and
increasingly important role in imparting it. These ^  whicj= wilj be needed for the use of adults
S S u  tS o n a f 'p o S y :0 A ^ o . f a ! , d  Vigilant and the best methods of their production.

well as for organising the training or personnel and J e parts of the world will need
necessary *to Z  the to be made available for the education of adults m
various agencies and indicate their best possible oui country.
adjustments in keeping with the goals of education
formulated by the Commission. Legal Measures

The success of adult education will depend to a It is quite possible : X ?  adult education
considerable extent upon the administrative measures may be necessary to further ad 1 
machinery for the implementation of the schemes, in certain areas Rational urgencyd cSmpulsoJy 
One of the problems of study would be to survey some kind of legislat on to 
administration of adult education at present, to part-time education of the young wort 
nnfr where it needs attention and to indicate and factories or for establishment or n ig u i^  
the tvoe of machinery and personnel required for technical education or other education 
in order to provide’instruction, guidance, direction industrial concerns or j ° rle^ f aS  fs a S i d  
and drive to adult education work. The personnel libraries ^ r^ " y , .5 foS n ecessa ry  to impress 
should be particularly trained and experienced principle ^  p 2 S n  of certain
should be free to take initiative and competent to urg.e9, y j ,  u.uu.u euucation by resor- 10 new com-
implemcnt adult education .scheme^ ^-JSj/O'nsibiuty pelting legislation.
* ,.,; ao auuiority and freedom to act. It will be
necessary to think of a structure of administration _______
required for adult education which will be efficient
and in which competence will have a chance. \  „  , , „ T a ___,

RAJASTHAN VIDYAPEETH
Material and Literature CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE

A reference has been made in this note of a The Rajasthan Governor, Dr. Sampurnanand 
large variety of mechanical and other equipment inaugurated the Rajasthan Vidyapeeth Silver 
which programmes of adult education at different Jubilee celebrations at Udaipur on Nov. 19. 
levels will require.

The Chief Minister Shri Mohan Lai Sukhadia 
Audio-visual aids would necessitate preparation presided, 

of material which will answer specifically varying
local requirements, Slides, filmstrips, films, tapes The Rajasthan Vidyapeeth is a voluntary educa- 
and records on a thousand different subjects will tional organization running twenty-six educational 
have to lie prepared to suit various programmes of institutions which include a post-graduate College 
instruction. of Social Work, an evening College, Social Education

Centres, Research Institute of Rajasthan literature, 
Programmed learning, which has come to stay history and culture, and orientation training centres 

a n d '0 grow, will need expertise and machinery to for the panchayat representatives in Rajasthan,
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ADULT EDUCATION IN OTEML
AREAS

by Dr. S. C. Chatterji, Kalimpong

ADULT Edudation is one of the most important followed according to given suggestions. The point 
problems of the country. Millions of our men is to have the student recognise the definite limits 
and women who have hitherto lived in the of the project in order that she might have a proper 

condition of mediaeval age are now facing serious sense of responsibility for doing it completely. As 
social changes in their life, especially in rural areas.1 our peasantry are practically idle in the greater part 
If they are to play their full part in our newly- of the year, proper training facilities should be 
achieved India, they will have to adapt themselves provided for cottage and village arts and crafts, 
to the new conditions of our modern life. The There is a current notion prevalent in the country­
working of democracy demands that the masses side that cottage productions, specially handloom 
should be efficiently literate and receive some weaving, should be discouraged, and mill products 
political training, otherwise election becomes mean- substituted in its place ; but from our experience of 
ingless. Our system of education in the rural the conditions of other countries we have found that 
districts should be re-constructed in the light of our those types of cottage industry which are associated 
present day needs, and we must call to our aid closely with farming has not entirely disappeared 
efficient devices for imparting instruction to our from the world.
country folks. We must take into account how For instance, “in Germany small scale industries 
best we can discharge our duties to attain the continue to employ about two fifths of the entire 
maximum of results with the minimum of expendi- population and embrace more than 90% of the 
ture of time and money. The Royal Commission on % industrial establishments.”1 In our country how-
Agriculture has suggested a solution and we have to ever it is realised that the main cause for the deter-
consider its various aspects. ioration of village industries is party due to the

One of the main drawbacks in the system of aPa(-hy the Government and̂  partly due to the
rural education is that not only children but also ^capable ̂ effecU hesale of theif productions, 
adults relapse to illiteracy for want of proper F . . .  , .
“mental food.” What is taught in schools is entirely Under the prevailing conditions we would pro- 
bookish and does not give even the faintest desire to Pose the training in such craft as toy making, 
improve their social and economic conditions. In bamboo and straw weaving, and knitting o 
the absence of a band of voluntary workers as found kinds : a bias to a trade may also be intro u 
in western countries, the teaching staff should take that on leaving his institution the studen 
up agrarian uplift work. In order to hold and take expect a reasonable price for the articles
his proper place, the teacher should practise what he has manufactured. He will thus no. p
he preaches and set an example of working with unsaleable artistic work, nor follow s avi. . mD 
his own hands all the measures he recommends. old conventional patterns and designs wh 
“His gospel is the dignity of labour and dignity of artistic freedom. .-
social service, and he must be as willing to set about A few decades ago the British Government oi 
cleaning the village or adjusting an iron plough as India said a good deal “about the pathetic content- 
he is to teach reading and writing. Then and only ment of the Indian peasantry”.3 This is not the 
then will the villagers respect him and his mission.”2 real fact. The Indian agriculturist lives in poverty,

_ ,. because his income is meagre, and he has no educa-
Closely connected with the teaching of reading, tjon or traiflin„ to supplement it when he has no 

writing, and arithmetic is the education of the people work in the farm. The desire for better and more 
for a healthy rural life. It is therefore advisable pkvsjcai amenities are embedded in human nature, 
that farming and house keeping projects should form ^  no one would iikc t0 ijve in poverty only if he 
an integral part of the course. In this way boys and cou]d live otherwise. One of the main problems 
adults will be trained to keep records in connection before us is therefore to raise the standard of living 
with the growing of corn, caring for a few cows, 0f these millions of agriculturists, and the Govern- 
looking after a flock of sheep, etc. In the domestic ment and the public should co-operate in activising 
department the work to be done at home should be tIds ajnl Qur previous government discharged its

T. Tagore, in I8937placed before the Indian Congress, duty by only guaranteeing the security and protec-
viliagcramme fOT thg socio'economic reconstruction of Indian '  l ^Mukerji. R .: Rural Economy in India -p. 230.

2. Brayne, F. L. The Remaking of village in India— 2 Ibid, page 263.
p. 158. 3 Joad, C. E. M. Story of Indian Civilization, p. 134.
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tion against violence. It did not hold itself respon- be under-rated ; and it is gratifying that of late more 
sible for finding a market for their products (in fact and more attention has been directed to rural uplift 
it was against its interest), nor did it seek to control work.
the fluctuation of prices ; nor did it try to evolve any To sum up, the aim of a scheme of adult edu- 
scheme for financing the peasantry to carry on cation in the countryside may be stated as follows : 
during periods of depression.

We cannot discuss here all the economic measures as an
necessary for raising the standard of living of an C)t!zen m raodertn days should be regarded
average agriculturist ; but we feel that a comprehen- on y as a means 0 an en >
sive scheme of education will widen his mental (b) such knowledge of hygiene, agricultural 
horizon, and he will then look upon cultivation from improvements, and civics as would be con-
the business point of view. General agricultural ducive to their better, health, wealth, and
education will not alone be sufficient to increase his well-being, would enable them to live a
income, but it will give him an originality, initiative, balanced life;
and a desire to improve his land and make it give (c) such cultural education, as would enable the 
the best possible return. Besides, for sustaining people to make the best use of leisure as
interest in education and consequently for maintain- wejl as t0 participate in the village activities,
ing literacy there should bean adequate provision will be a source of joy in the village life,
for village libraries with many short, simply written, ... , . ,  . ,, ,
illustrated, well-printed books relating to biography, (d) * “  creat.e n, S a?ftvPflnd a nride 
dramas, dialogues, short stories, songs, epics, places ,habltfs for social sohdanty and a pride and
of pilgrimage, modern inventions, civics, agriculture, love for country lif >
health, and topics of interest to women. For main- (e) it should inspire into the hearts of an agra- 
taining literacy every village school should have a rian population a spirit of piety and brother-
library centre for the issue of books to men and hood as well as profound contentment
women. To be brief, the importance of adult combined with a satisfaction for hard manual
education in an illiterate country like India cannot* work.

| SINCE1924. |
|  Partner in progress to the Slated S
I mjjjmmf ROLL-UP b l a c k  BOARDS IN D U STR Y : : 1
I mmm j “Megh” marked Slated Roll-up Black Boards have been partners f
£ in Progress to the Slated Roll-up Black Board Industry on |
1 flpgKMjjgi'f account of their following outstanding features :
f K S S  * Quality, Portability, Handiness.
|  > ,k # Writability with chalk. |
|  & Erasability with duster. |

IMpjfHMf # Non-glossy surface. |
* Visibility from any angle. |* Adjustable to the level of learners. §xmmlM # Hangable anywhere. |

Kaagj:' j On account of these features they have been famous at |
1 Rj home and abroad as “Indispensable Aids” to both Civil and |
1 Community Development Training Centres. |
I*........................................................................ .......*.................................................. I

,r __ For FREE Illustrative Literature Please write to :

|  MEGH SLATE FACTORY (Private) LTD., j
i h P. O. Box. No. 24, |
j BAR AM ATI (Poona) INDIA. |

, ih ii i i rm, ,iiiiiiiiiii;»im * > r  im :  • 'i i 'i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i in i ii iM iii in ii i :n ii i l i i in in i ii in ii i i i i i i i i i iH ii ii i i i i i i in i ii t i i in in i i ii i» in ii ii i i i i i i i iM iii i i i i i i i in in i ii i i in i in i:» u ii ii in im n
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: TRAINING COURSE FOR TRADE UNIONISTS ENDS
The three-month training course for trade union Kill Stvlor in Ttalh;

workers conducted by the Indian Adult Education “  l ie ™

S S S ’S e l i X S  fM ‘W°rkerS Mr- W'R S* ^ >  or Adult
Education, Hull University of U. K. arrived in 

Addressing the concluding function at the Delhi New Delhi on the morning of November 28 from

S  T dB dS !S iaS ,forVt f a ,*23d' that*'a S“1ET 0rC’ altendin* .,hc Conference of Uni-
worker must contribute to increased production versities in South Asia held in Hongkong and a tour
and better industrial .relations ; he must work for of South Asian Countries.
democratic advancement, social and economic pro- During his week’s stay in Delhi Mr Styler 
gress and his own physical and mental growth. For t n  v  Q Ti , y ’ . .
these he must educate himself, and for being a sue- v; Jlia’ member> Education Commission,
cessful trade unionist he must get proper training. and Dr. K. L. Joshi, Secretary, University Grants 
He congratulated the workers who had taken advant- Commission.
age of the programme and said that their patience, Mr <UvW i •*, r
spoke well for the future of trade unions in Delhi. , M ' Styler had dlscusslons with the members of

the Executive Committee of the Association on
Earlier Dr. G.B. Ghatge, read the report of the establishing greater cooperation with W.E.A. of 

training course. He said that originally 25 workers U. K. The meeting was held on November 3. Shri
had joined but 17 were able lo complete it. A. R. Deshpande presided. Among .hose who

Among those who attended the function were, attended were Sarvshri Annasaheb Shashrabudhe, 
Prof. W.E. Styler of Workers Education Association, J C. Mathur, Sohan Singh, T. A. Koshy, M. C.
f' n'c f  m  E„ Li,^ a' and Thomas L O Connor Nanavatty, Nekiram Gupta and S. C. Dutta.

ot USAID, Shri S.C. Dutta, Hony. General Secretary . c . , , . . .  _»• * „ .
of the I.A.E.A. Shri Brij Mohan Toofan and Shri Mk Sty,er a!so met the D,rect°r of Army
Jaswant Singh of Hind Mazdoor Sabha, D.D. Educational Corps, Brig. S. J. Mukand and his
Vashisth of Railwaymens Federation and several colleagues and had discussions with them, 
representatives of trade union or^ahisations in Delhi. Mr. styler addressed tbe M  India Sociat

Shri Raj.nl Mukhcrji thanked the guests, the Educatio" Di,y meeting “  Ddhi and inatigriratcd 
community leaders and workers who had helped to a senes of talks on “Workers’ Education Abroad” 
make the function success. organised by the Association, on December 4. He

The function ended with a cultural programme als° participated in the concluding function of a 
put up by the trainees and workers of the locality. three-month training course for trade-union workers

organised by the Association.
— ™— —=— ~| Mr. Styler also had a number of social engage- 

J l l S t  O u t  ment, including luncheon at the U.K. High Com-

; L ite -L o n g  L e a rn in g  lo r  f  AT D &fc> £ New Publication

S u rv iv a l  R e p o r t  f Social Education and the Youth
I  ^

OF THE i  R eport of the 13th National Seminar

I y
Price : 2.50 (Inland) Abroad $ 1.

Silver Jubilee Conference I Available .• |
p  . tj e  r n  f Indian Adult Education Association
r  .1 ICC * l i S .  d . J U  ^  17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. &

..............  I , ,  i ■ —  P r » S r ' £«■(?? >V
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Regd. No; D-109

A L L  I N D I A  N E H R U  LITERACY F U N D

The appeal of the Hony. General Secretary, Shri S. C. Dutta for contribution to the Nehru Literacy 
Fund, has met with a steady response from adult educators in India and abroad.

Dr. Roby Kidd, who presided over the Inter- and leaders will soon send their contribution to the 
national Conference of Adult Education at Montreal Nehru Literacy Fund.
has sent a cheque of 50 dollars. In his letter to Wc acknowledge the following contributions 
Shri Dutta, Dr. Kidd writes : “My first personal ^  ^  K-*dd, Canada Rs. 237.50 (50 dollars)
contribution for International Cooperations Year is 2. Shri F. C. Ahluwalia 200 00
for your Nehru Literacy Fund.”

3. Bengal Social Service
“My very best wishes to you and your colleagues League, Calcutta. i 00.00

in this splendid effort.”
4. M/S Raj pal & Sons, Delhi 100.00

Dr. Kidd is the Chairman, International Coope­
ration Year (Canada). 5- Shn Ra->ni MllkerJee 20-00

In November, we received Rs. 673.50. It is our 6' Shn J- L- Sachdeva 1100
hope that the large body of social education workers 7. Smt. S. M. Nigam 5.00

. A k m t f j f . nothing else

/ '/  / /  •. I Oc not try to equate it I
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