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’ducatfng1 AduiTŝ  Am Educational Venture
■ . T>RINGING about changes in the minds of people'and there-

" ® d ucation  A  J 3  by in their practices and behaviour is a very difficult task.
R etrospect To rush through such a task or to be impatient about its

results would only mean failure. Similarly, attempts to force 
changes in attitudes, behaviour and actions through measures

O ur Town which are either propagandist or non-educational, would be
equally futile. But thal is what we are doing in India at the 
moment. In order to bring about changes in the country 

To T hin k  About quickly, we are hurrying through measures which the people
for whose benefit we propose to do such things hardly under­
stand nor support. Since they neither understand nor partici- 

B ook R ev iew s pate, the benefits which would accrue to them, go to those who
pretend to act on their behalf or against whom perhaps, those 
measures were taken.

It is not too soon, therefore, that Government have set 
, up a committee to enquire into the amazing phenomenon of
t>ITORIAL BOARD the benefits of the Community Development programme, not

accruing to the common people of India. It is hoped that the 
report, if at all made public, will open the eyes of theadmi-

Dr M c ivr nistrators and also legislators who prize their art above every-
• S. Mehta thing else, and especially above—the education of the people.

* Maganbhai Desai However, without waiting for the report, we would like
Shfj j  to reiterate that the Community Development programme can

■c - Mathur, I.C.S. sjjjj be saved, only if it is looked upon as an educational ven-
I £, tur6i instead of harping on THINGS we should concen-
' r‘ T- A. Koshy trate on PEOPLE. This is what our planners announced that

Shri tbey would do but have promptly forgotten what they announc-
p. Saxena j  jf tbev had not, we would not have seen the sorry spec-

ta; 1e 0f o u r  economic plans going awry, with beggars ab- 
K  , S i n ” the streets of our cities. It is only when all social oh-

S e s  in the way of the people acquiring more and better 
h- naui1 Stacies in j’ ■ washed away that we will see

’ 'n Indra- knowledge a ativp pneroics which will astound even the
m  *  before the

jL ‘n9/e Copy Be i.oo abyss is reached.
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So d a! Education W eek De l h i c o l l e c t s  oco
In Delhi, nearly 1,300 rupees was collected 

Social Education Week was celebrated in during the Social Education Week, for the
Lucknow from the 2nd December. It was building of the Indian Adult Education
inaugurated at Literacy House, by the Direc- Association. The collection includes dona­
tor of Education, Uttar Pradesh, Shri C.N. tions of 4 annas to five rupees. The concluding
Chak. The function was held in Literacy House function of the Social Education Week in
and was presided over by Dr. Radhakamal Delhi was held in Alipur Village.
Mukerjee, President of the Uttar Pradesh Adult j | ie Chief Commissioner of Delhi, Shri 
Education Association. Bhagwan Sahay, presided.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Mukherjee Social Education week was celebrated in 
said that a definite target of total liquida- Kaudia Block in Raipur Distt of Madhya
tion of adult illiteracy in the country should Pradesh, from Dec. 1 to 7.

suggesfted ,by. 1975> tbere An exhibition was also organised on the 
w n idnb y f0r a adultS’ men and occasion. This was declared open by Rani

Saheba of Pithora. A collection of Rs 35/- 
Literacy for women, he observed, was more f°r the building of the Indian Adult Education

imperative than for men, since a change in Association was made,
the goals and values of life for the next 
generation could be brought about more Life Members
easily and efficiently through the mothers Shrimati Durgabai Deshmukh, Chairman,
in homes. Central Social Welfare Board, and Shri G. R.

Dr. Mukherjee emphasised that social Damodaran, MLC have become life members 
education should aim at the propagation the Association,
of the new outlook and values through renew- _ .
ing and rehabilitating our ancient techniques building Fund 
and methods of story-telling, recitals, song, Collection in Delhi during Social 
drama and puppet show. These indigenous Education week Rs. 1297/28
methods of instruction and avocation would Imperial Tobacco Company of 
go a long way in inculcating moral and social India Limited 500/-
va ues< Shri C.C. Desai 100/-

Concluding, Dr. Mukherjee said that gra- pbr! £  Lothian 100/-
duates in the Universities should be mobilized cu - c  ’J? * ~*uP*a W '
for the abolition of illiteracy. It was only cu 5/'
University youths, who could'bring a message Shri.P.N. Shivpuri 5/'
of hope to India’s half a million villages, now 5br! , ^ ne  ̂ T , 2/'
steeped in superstition, ignorance and despair. btm L Tbomas J°bn 1/'

The meeting was also addressed by Shri _
Pbok Sonasiry, Deputy Director, Fundamental TIBETAN TEACHERS
Education, Cambodia Phnom Penh, now In February this vear T iteraev House
on a visit to Literacy House, Lucknow. trained 5 i S n  « . c f f  d S  /he"a"n-

Social Education Day was celebrated in a -f'bet.an Primer was prepared. The
ad il! dult schools run by the Literacy " r im e r 's be‘n8 tested in the Tibetan School a1
House. Funds for the building of the Indian Mussoorie, after which it will be published.
‘ ‘ " V i alio" were a,so coI!ec: . The second batch of 12 Tibetan teacher*

111 * participants of is undergoing training from August 25. They 
r S ; V  / Ulrf -  ry H K eC,r  a,;e lea™ing English, Hindi, Arithmetic'

(■ - , i ‘ llffjce r ; n [ec5!Ved by the llementary Science, Teaching methods, etc '
u> 18 a~  «Vb. received 'soon.'Urthcr ^  ^  *
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Social Education—A Retrospect
J T  was 1937. The Congress Ministries had promise to ourselves even by the end of 1966.

tor the first time come to occupy the seats We try to wriggle out of it, and wise men in 
in °  , .p0we:- , A h e in o u s  organisation was authority are indignant at those visionaries 

ltse lfa s  a Pa^y.- R had who have the temerity to point oyt this failure
callvV̂ °v ,c?.untry S0l'dly behind it—practi- of ours. But the failure stares us in the face
the lev T Ct U WaS T  ! n!nCli0f suffrance- For and the indignation is only the obverse side of the key to open or shut the doors of provin- our shame.
foreiaeCret?riatS ^  St‘̂ * '.n the hands of The story repeats itself in the field of adult
as later S e T ’ncSnJlf1 hvi ‘‘T  they cou|d education. Immediately upon the achievement a , . . - actually did, bang the doors of our independence, we pulled out the
that thev ^ r e 1̂  Sa'd Wilh V™?’ ^argent Report from the shelves where some
“ey ey Were the r,§htful possessors of the dust was about to settle on it. We impatiently

y ' . _ scanned its pages dealing with adult education
In this situation, the Congress ministries aQd threw away the report in disgust. Forty 

could only do one thing,—they could secure years to obliterate illiteracy. Surely, a rising, 
themselves in the hearts of a people even resurgent nation cannot wait so long’for giving 
more firmly than before. How ? By uplifting the people their elementary due. Efforvescent- 
p em’ of course. And in the brief time the ty- we drew up plans for cutting down this 
^ongress was in power, it justified amply its period drastically. And when we had drawn 

gnt Power by pushing up vigorourly mea- UP our plans, we were so happy. Then....
AT\es ior the welfare and uplift of the people. And then, the cold, clammy, clutching claws 
,1 p png the measures was the huge effort that of “financial stringency” stretched relentlessly 
edn ?n8ress generated in the field of adult on these plans. Soon, all too soon, they were 

c °j ’ Tlie symbol of this effort was scotched—nipped in the bud, as we say. We 
nn Syed Mahmud standing in the middle of were bewildered ! 

a Sw eCL in Patna with a chalk in his hand, We soon got over our bewilderment, 
a blackboard behind him and the men eager Perhaps we were too hasty ! As the years 
• fo?U're literacy in front of him. Whereas passed, we picked up our courage. The commu- 
tn 1936-37, the whole country had reduced nity development movement gave us new hone 
illiteracy only by some thousands, in 1937-38, There is no doubt some advance was made ^ ’ 
Bihar alone raised the ranks of literates by a In 1948, Maulana Abu! Kalam Azad re 
tew lakhs. This was the result of the effort. christened adult education as ‘Social Educa- 

Ten years later, history repeated itself— tion • The idea was that our people need 
slightly differently. This time, too, there S than anything a social orientation, a 
was the same enthusiasm for uplift of the cuzenship which puts society and its
people, sobered by the awareness that now ThP C ove the individual and his in t- rests, 
there was no one to blame but ourselves if with thP nncc?mf°C1f 1 education became richer 
°ur plans went awry. Unfortunately, this „reate t rnntrihnt^ years, an<! •p6rliaps t l̂c 
weight of responsibility proved too heavy for ® 1made h ?  fh towards . th,s'enrichment
our zeal for education. The history of the movement officially io?” H lty d ^ P m e n t  
last thirteen years is the history of a people
gradually losing faith in education, of a people it dSvelo^mem tl nuahf ? h° " : ° f comnillT
Pursuing the shadows thinking that that was to Y w rie  K  a d e ^ e to bringthe substance , p p int0 groups which would sooner or

* later generate their own development potential.
I hts is a rather harsh judgment on our- The debate as to whether this device should 

addes‘ ^ le Pomt is, it is true. We need merely be organisational, or whether it should 
i Quce here just one instance. In all solemn- be educational was serious and prolonged It 
eig’ ^ 6 Put it in our Constitution that by 1960, was touch and go. The educational people 
have'entary education shall be universal. We won a sort of victory !

n° t  the slightest prospect of fulfilling this Thus in the pattern of a Development
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Block there came to be two whole-time persons and what flew out of the gaping valves was the 
for Social Education work. It was intended educational content.
from the very beginning that it should be a There were three reasons for this de­
man and a woman team. This had never been educationalising of the content of social educa-
the case before—two whole time social educa- tion. In the first place, education is always a
tors in a group of 100 or so villages ! difficult process. To'lead an illiterate and

Also, over the years, the concept of educa- §rownt UP man f.crof  *he ^ n s  of
tion grew until we now have in theory at least Persistent appl,cation to the plateau of literacy
an educational tool which on the one hand wa,s never an easy task and average human
does justice to the whole life of an adult and nature avoids difficult tasks. Secondly, educa-
on the other is oriented towards the develop- tlon 18 a 8 ow P[0Cfe8S and as sucd d,d not fit ’n
mental needs of the people. But in its very very well with the visage of community
growth it developed a structure which confused development, which from its very inception bad
e . ■ tj ■ , , , f ., salesmanship as one of its prominent aspects,
and annoyed and misled quite a number of he Sa]esmanshiP thrives on pectacular results.
persons who, as the say.ng goes, were in it . Whefe -n (hePfieid o f educatfon can you show

The concept of social education is com- these? Thirdly, the lower administrative
posed of a three-fold chord. The first chord echelons failed to comprehend the true signi-
responds to the thesis that our social structure, ficance of social eduction and reduced the
as we inherited it from centuries, had fallen social education worker into an odd-job man.
foul of the times. Even the milk in it had All this led to the discrediting of social educa-
gone sour. Social education thus endeavoured tion. The unfortunate set-up of social education
to strengthen society to respond adequately to at the higher levels added further to the
the need of modern times, by weeding out the confusion until the stultification of social edu-
clogging evils it had accumulated through the cation was all but complete,
centuries and by introducing in it new All these circumstances operating in the
harmonies of thought and action in W'ell- self-complacent atmosphere in the country 
bonded groups. have had a disintegrating effect on social

Secondly, these well-bonded groups in education The “ leaders” of thought have 
a society were to be oriented towards a deluded themselves and others into the belief 
total development of society socially and eco- that adult education in the orthodox sense of 
nomically. Social education was to use all the imparting reading skills to the people and 
techniques of communication in this linking g‘ving them reading material can w a it-n a y  
the various organizations of the community ]t ls .not necessary. This is rationalised by 
towards the great task of reconstructing our pressing into service the fine and false distinc- 
national life to achieve a standard of living tion between literacy and education, saying 
which will accord with the spirit of our tbat our Pe0Ple may not be literate, but they 
times. " do not lack in education. The doctrine of felt

needs also comes handy to them. Literacy is 
out the central chord in social education not the felt need of the people. But neither is

was the old one ot adult education, of leading the Government of India a felt need of the
the adult people to use print for enhancing the people ! 
dimensions of their lives, or, which comes tn ,
the same thing, leading the peooleTto the , No ^ nder that m the prevailing atmos-
jnodern age. ‘ 8 P op e ln 0 the phere you may one day learn of Block

_ Development Committee passing a resolution
Social education thus combined within one 10 *be effect that social education is not 

riythm the individual urges and social aspira- necessary. No wonder even if you learn one 
ions. But the very amplitude of its rhythm, day that the educationists gathered in solemn

woithy ot a statesman's calibre, proved some- assembly formally discounted any need of a
umhi mg and irritating to many. It large-scale literacy effort in the country. And, 

.’j'':'; Particularly incomprehensible to ad- oP course, you will not wonder if you learn 
nuiib uatois in the lower, and even the higher sometime that our planners have allocated less 

. . ie‘’ub that that concept split money on social education in the Third Plan
..par, in their minds like .he opening bi-val.e, (C o n P W  on IS)
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Report of Exploratory Research by the NFEC

Concept of Leadership and of Leader- 
Ship Development

Do you spend more
This report o f an exploratory study o f list| ninS than Some-
how SEOs work is the third o f a series. * ' YeS Hmes No
tu„ . . . . . .  79 men, Misc. 43 qo s
The i eport is based on 202 completed) 40 men, Kerala 23 14 3
questionnaires from 79 miscellaneous male PoTum-SEo'punjab 22 10 4
SEOs, returned by m ail; 40 men and 45 202 Total 116 68 15

'W0men SEOs in KeraIa wh° M ed  out the Do you select for develop- 
questionnaires in meetings; and 38 male ment into model villages 
Pnnrhnvn, run c m  ■ ■ ■ those whose leaders seemrancliayat Officer-cwn-SEOs in training most ready and willing to Some-
in Nilokheri. For an explanation o f 8° ahead ? Yes times No
methods and further details o f conducting 79 men, Misc. 51 20 6

the study, readers should refer t o '‘Self- J? wom en'Sala 30 10 3
Assessment of How SEOs Works” in last 38 PO-cum-SEO, Punjab 30 4 4

, ,  „ 202 Total 117 Ad 70month s issue of the Indian Journal o f
Adult Education, and to “ What Do Social d u c K t o g s ^  thaT
Education Organizers Do ?” in the Sen- everyone has a chance Some-
tember issue. t0 express himself ? Yes times No

79 men, Misc. 53 19 4
----- -------- -—--------—   _______ 40 men, Kerala 22 14 4

45 women, Kerala 27 15 2
Concept of Leadership 38 PO-cum-SEO, Punjab 26 10 2

a leadership make 128 58
1 tg difference in the ways they work and 

their effectiveness. Choice o f leaders with Do you refrain 
whom to work is a crucial decision from Promoting

. ' the erection of Occa-
vvitn which type of leader do you work buildings until Ne- sion- About * Usu- Al­

most ! This question with its three nair= r.f villagers demand ver ally the time ally ways
alternatives was asked o f only three groups' them ?

79 men, Misc. 7 17 4 17 23
Type of 79 men 40 men 4S t  t 1 40 nlen> Kerala 12 12 — 9 4
leader misc. Kerala K>rJh.en vTTo1t| ,  45 women, Kerala 19 4 1 9 7
Older 10 % K®rala N = 161 38 PO-cum-SEO,
Younger 61 33 Punjab 5 10 — 12 9
Traditional 31 10 ' l l  202 Total 43 43 5 47 43Non- I ij 5b
r̂adhional 33 21 H 65

interested 70 35 Comment : SEOs show some differences of
)Veak and 143 opinion, if not confusion, about the type of
ynpro- leaders with whom they should work. The
lessive 3 2 3 8 great majority say they usually work with

-----  ... _____ ___ ... younger rather than older leaders. This is
qUe "Non-responses are omitted from this and subse- good in so far as younger leaders generally are 

ables- more receptive to change and have a longer
t

[ 5 ]



period of service. Even more SEOs select questions revealed something of the human 
able and interested leaders over weak and relations attitudes and practices of the SEOs.
unprogressive ones. For SEOs who desire to — ------------------------------------ ——-------
stimulate change, this is another ^wise choice. Dq . (he.n
Both these choices are supported'by extensive specific Irafse t o  Ne- Occa- About j Usu- Al-
experience and research in other situations. good work they ver sion- the time ally ways

do ? ally
One wonders why eight who work mostly 79 men, Misc. — 18 1 14 42

with weak and unprogressive leaders? Are 40 men, Kerala l 13 — 10 17
they motivated chiefly by charitable considera- 45 women, Kerala — 19 1 11 12
tions for helping the weak ? Certainly, training 38 po-cum-SEO
centres are fully justified in impressing upon Punjab ’ — 8 1 10 17
their trainees the necessity for giving most 202 Total 1 58 3 45 88
attention to able and interested leaders rather
than helping the weak. This is not a plea for '
neglecting the weak, but only recognition that Do you sympatheti •
help to abler leaders will bring greater cally listen to their
dividends. problems and try Occa-

to give helpful Ne- sion- About £ Usu- Al-
The evidence for selecting non-traditional s=estions \er ally the time ally wajs

leaders is not so clear. One would think, 79 men, Misc. — 1 — 16 59
however, that traditional leaders might not 4 men’ Kerf ,a 1 4 — 17 19
exert as much influence toward change as 4  ̂wornen> Kerala 1 1 14 28
would the non-traditional. 38 PO-cum-SEO

Punjab — 3 — 13 20
A clear majority of the SEOs feel that they 202 Total 1 9 l 60 126

are good listeners and even more claim to see ___________________________________ ______ ___
that everyone in meetings has a chance to
express himself. Do they have idea

and suggestions Occa-
NFparlv Q thlrA , 1 , A .  for the solution Ne- sion- About £ Usu- Al-
lNeaily a third do not always select for of their pro- ver ally the time ally ways

development as a model village those whose blems ?
leaders are most ready and willing to go ahead. 79 men Misc 2 37 a os 7
While possibly not the sole criterion, one 1 \ M , * 3 ? 25 \
think it would be the major one. Yet it is 4° men' Ke™la 2 21 6 8 4
completely denied by about 10 per cent 45 women, Kerala 1 23 3 13 2

y  ‘ 38 PO-cum-SEO,
The item on erection of building may not \  I! 3 «  ’°

have been clearly understood. If it was, it 2tL Total 6 96 16 55 23
reflects some o f the ill effects o f certain ----------------------------------------------------------------.
policies often found in a target-from-the-top

c f f i u i . 7 S S ° " r Str‘,Ctr , 0 f !,6 ,S i- sionf About i  Usu. ^
, w 'l" ? ver m  ,hc,i“  *,ly ",ay!

buildings are promoted before'the people 79men>Misc- 1 5 4 24 39
demand them, physical facilities are being 40 men, Kerala 1 7 1 17 15
given higher priority than the development o f 45 women>Kerala ~  9 — 14 22
P ;0Ple> 38 PO-cum-SEO,

. Punjab -  4 2 15 15
Supervisory Leadership 202 Total 2 25 7 70 91

What notions do SEOs have about their --------------~ -------------------------------------------- —  I

VI W s village leaders fenders8 by SE° !  try to build up ,ocal leaders
Social Education teachers and workers ? Four a l v a n c ^ ^  them R a" the‘r meetlDgs in

*
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Do you help local leaders Comment : In general, the self-reported
plan their meetings in supervisory attitudes and practices of SEOs
advance? Yes Sometimes No are reasonably good. However, the data reveal-
40 men’ Keraia 25 12 1 ed s?vera* Places where instruction and points
45 women, Kerala 30 15 — ° f  view could be improved.
202 T̂ 'ta\im SE°  Pun^ b U4 73 n  A sizable group of SEOs apparently makes

-------  ---------------------- -— ------- little habitual use o f the tested and proved
Inspectors who want to catch workers in tool of praise. On the other hand, four-fifths 

shortcomings make surprise visits. Super- of them said that they sought the ideas of  
visors who want to help workers develop and others before giving their own. This technique, 
become more competent in doing their work o f course, helps build a sense o f equality and 
usually make appointments or give advanced common purpose. Likewise, it provides both 
notice. There is a world o f difference between recognition and stimulation.
? e 5 t T h w iv Pde.S as r.eJ eaIed practice.. The Nearly 90 cent of the SEOs c]aimed to 

ext table reveals a wide spread o f behaviour : Iisten sympathetically and give helpful sugges-
p^u vis-it paid tions. These two items would have yielded

workers ii^youT Occa more USeful data if they had been divided in
block, how often Ne- sion- About i  Usu- Al- the inclu"'y- While sympathetic listening is
are they surprise ver ally the time ally ways always a good technique, the value of giving
T i l  „ suggestions is highly dependent upon the
40 men’ Keraia *5 22 *6 *4 l mai?De.r given. The next table shows that a
45 women, Kerala 6 20 4 9 2 majority only occasionally have ideas and
38 pO'aum-SEO, suggestions to offer. A good supervisor, of
202 Tota*/5 ol i l  oq J  course> ought to have a rich supply of ideas

-------- 28-----83------— -----—3j ----- 19 and experience on which to draw.
Another question was asked o f three m , , , , ,  , .

groups to find out why SEOs visit literacy . h , ™ ! ; ” ost SEOs help local leaders pre-plan 
teachers and other Social Education Workers lh .meetln8s> a sizable group do this only 
It offered seven optional answers and asked and at/ e,W nf f r do‘ As advlsinS
that the three most important ones be ranked *nd pJfan?',ng, Wlth OCal leaders 18 a F!'imary
in order__1, 2 and 3. way ° f  developing leadership, it would seem
L/, , ’~ y ~—  ------------------ — ----------------  that more SEOs could use this method con-
rvny do you visit Literacy Teachers ancl other sistently and systematically 
Social Education Workers ? . . .  *

Composite Rank Order of Different ^he inspectional attitude still seems to 
Reasons. prevail among a considerable number o f SEOs

mT c" KemTa &  N HI ^  15 P"r -Cent ° f.them claimcd neverTo help the worker make _ surprise visits. Over half of them
better solve his occasionally make surprise visits or do so
problems 1.6 (68)* 1.6 (26) 1.3 (35) 1.5(129) about half the time. Over a quarter make

r° famine prog- most or all of their visits by surpriseress of students or ^
group members 1.8 (56) 1.5 (19) 2.1 (23) 1.8 (98) Reasons for visiting teachers and Social 

?«fedeliver maf _2 0(4) ~  2'0(1) 2’° (5) Education Workers show a more encourag-
rials c 2.2(15) 1.7(7) 2.1(9) 2.1(31) P̂ ctfire- Nearly 80 per cent o f the

To inspect class at- ' SEOs offered the most professional reason
tendance, records, for supervisory visits— to help workers solve
accounts, supplies their problems This reason also 'ranked

T° collect informa ( } highest in value. Roufine inspection o f records
‘ion for research ranked third in frequency o f reasons and fifth
or State reports 2.4(12) 2.2 (10) 2.5(12) 2.4(34) in value. Examination o f progress o f students
work of tiw  ‘Lie ranked second ln both frequency and value.
01 worker 2 6(26) 2 6 (9) 2 6(12) 2 6 (47) Sudl  e.xam,natl0n m<W have considerable

*Number in parenthesis is the number ofSEOs emphasis on^inspection. Evaluation of the
vho included this item among the most important work oi teachers or workers was valued lowest

■ jnree- ... .... ..........................;_although over a quarter of the SEOs in-
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eluded it as one of the three most important The above table lists the methods in order 
purposes of value. Lectures were most valued and most

In general, evidence reported here indicates frequently used. Demonstrations, group dis-
that training of SEOs for supervisory leadership cussions, questions-and-answers cultural and
has a long way to go to bring practice in recreational programmes, and films were the
harmony with the precepts of democracy and “ext most frequently used in order named,
good human relations. Ro e playing and seminars ranked relatively

high in value although both were infrequently
Training Camp Methods used.

Three groups of SEOs were asked to rank Comment '■ Observation of the inconsis- 
in order the five most frequently used methods tencies in the table indicates that methods
used in training camps which they organized, should be an area of real concern to training
This question was intended to find out the centres. Why were films and cultural and
range and kinds of methods preferred. Thirteen recreational programmes so often used even
methods and techniques and one “other” were though they were adjudged low in value ?
listed : Role playing and seminars were rated rather

high but were used by only a few—possibly 
because most SEOs do not know how to use 

Methods used in Training Camps. them. Tradition may hold the lecture in top
place on both counts even though its limita- 

Composite Rank Order of Different tjons are serj0l]s and jts effectiveness often
79 men 40 meT45 women Total low. Although widely recommended, why 

Misc. Kerala Kerala N 164 were puppets not used at all in any training
camps ?

Lectures 2.0 (42)* 2.1 (23) 2.3 (25) 2.1 (90) ;  , .. . . . .A more thorough examination of this area
Group Discussion of methods could well set the stage for a
(Over 10 people) 2.9 (31) 2.2(23) 1.9 (26) 2.4 (80) thorough renovation of the curricula and train-

Role Playing 2.3 (3) -  3.0 (1) 2.5 (4) in§ practices in training centres.

Demonstrations 2.7[(40) 2.9 (17) 2.3 (25) 2.6 (82) Relationships with Schools
other i n t o  sn m  o to n  Many educational leaders feel that Sociall.O(l) 2.0(2) 5.0(2) 2.6(5) Educatio"n and the schools should be closely
Seminars 2.8(9) 3.0(1) — 2.8(10) associated. Two questions were asked about
~ . this relationship.Questions-and- _______________L______________________ ________
Answers 3.0(40) 3.1(13) 3.0(21) 3.0(74) Do you keep teachers

t, „ informed of all new
Dramatic perform- Social Education

2.2(9) 4.2(10) 3.3(3) 3.3(22) developments and Ne-Occa-About J Usu- Al-
c. , , proposals and try to ver sion- the time ally ways
\ri> VISlts *° enlist their cooperation ? ally
Villages, etc 3.7(11) 3.8 (5) 2.9 (14) 3.4 (30) 79 men> Misc. 1 23 8 21 22

Small Group 40 men, Kerala 2 16 3 14 5
Disemcinn 45 women, Kerala — 21 1 12 9
10 people) 3 s m i 30 m i 38 m  3 ,  38 PO-cum-SEO, Punjab 5 14 1 11 73.5 (23) 3.2 (11) 3.8 (5) 3.5(39) 202 Total 8 74 13 58 43

Committee Reports — 4.0 (2) 3.0 (2) 3.5 ( 4 ) -------------------------------------------------------------------
_.. How often are you able
hllms 3.5 (21) 3.5 (16) 3 9 (20) 3.6 (57) to develop the school Ne- Occa- About i  Usu- Al-

. . building into a com- ver sion- the time ally ways
Cultural and munity centre ? ally
Recreational Pro. _n . . .  . . , ,
grammes 3.8(30) 3.2(14) 4.0(26) 3.8(70) 4”  E  Ke'Sa 8 I f  'f  ‘f  -f

Puppets — 45 women, Kerala 17 20 4 1 —
~  — 38 PO-cum-SEO, Punjab 3 6 5 13 7

‘Number of SEOs who included this item among . 202 ToUl1 37 85 24 29 13
the most important five methods. 77, 7 ,  IO,*------------------ ---------- —----- :___________ __  ( Continued on page 18)
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Audio-Visual Media for Educating Adults
J. C. Mathur

Director-General, All India Radio

Purposeful use of audio-visual programmes.
, i 'n ta^en f rom a speech Purposeful use of audio-visual programme

delivered bejore the World Conference on js generally organised in three ways. First,
Adult Education in Montreal. I t follows mass-audiences are given the opportunity to
the discussion o f basic principles and witness film-shows, filmstrips and TV pro-
,,,7,,,,,,.. , , . . , grammes on large-screens, and, with the aid of

loua methods presented in the amplifiers and loudspeakers, to hear radio
December Journal. programmes. This may be described as com-

----------------------------- ------------------  munity reception and would include the
Documentary Theatres, TV Theatres in large 

^L O S E L Y  connected with this attitude is cities, community radio centres-in Asian coun-
that of the aesthete and art critic who is tries, particularly at fairs and festivals, and the
also a person to be reckoned with in those large number of mobile vans operating in

tinder-developed countries which have a vital rural areas forfilmshows, exhibitions andsimi-
middle-class. Certain theoretical notions of lar other programmes. The aim in commu-
the freedom of the artist and the writer have nity reception is obviously to evoke certain

een for them almost in the nature of a creed emotional responses, to create public opinion
or shibboleth cultivated under the influence of and influence community behaviour without
Uth century liberalism and accentuated as a involving them'in any intellectual effort. This
result of the faith of the artist and the writer objective brings it perilously close to propa-
ln sorae totalitarian States. Consequently, ganda and care has to be taken to coordinate
many an attempt at using drama and creative the activities of such agencies to ensure prio-
wnting on the radio and television for cons- rity to the needs of community education and
tractive and educational purposes, is ridiculed of avoid duplication.*

b Theri  AIS? ’ fthe demonslra,ors aad leaders res- 
have limited circulation am £ g  he 'people J S J F"  I Z f t h K S "  SlT ,d be'
Who have a strong influence with those Sore than ra re  ^  inn SenT ar’
Se°rshiD°f ahd ^  WhiC,f T " - ™ 6 the,  Dr. C. W. Marshall of the N a t i o n a l 'S
X  ip and influence the decisions of Board, Canada, has explained** five cardinal
f e  -vne infterf stin,? th ' princiPles ° r ^ Ps in the purposeful use of
i S p S  iype° f art cnuc 15 Cllt off f',om the films which could very well apply to leaders
S o r m s  in S t' ] f° r ^ss-show ings or auditions of all kinds :lurai roims in which this type of educational ...

pse of cultural forms was very common, he is J . .  • • ^ ,liC inclttdes selection
'nclined to label as propaganda any attempt a" d obtain'n§ of fro® various film
|?  me even those te c h n ic a l The answer to a,,d cho‘“  of radio “ dTV

tese problems lies, of course, in the re-orien- P ’ ’
tj J011 Primary and secondary education in U1) Sell-preparation ; which involves‘pre- 
olese c!eveloplng societies so that a n e w ------------ -
Sik’r™1’011 more responsive to the respon- *In India, the; Ministry of Information & Broad-
nbl ,!,es of the welfare State would arise. and the Community

meanwhile, it is in the techniques of 8Wral
find the r0vnaflS fv  .aud'0' virsaa! media have to -Article on Him Appreciation in journal of

Ir validity inspite of these criticisms. “Education and Psychology”, Baroda--October 1957.
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viewing’ of films or study of background and also because, basically, audio-visual media 
material and of points requiring emphasis. for those groups are no more than aids for

(iii) Audience preparation ; which takes secondary school pupils.)
into account the physical preparation for the The smaj] listening-cum-discussion or 
show or reception or the condition of equip- viewing-cum-discussion group is based upon 

ment operation, etc., and which also implies the simple psychological principle that, unless 
mental preparation of the audience for the transmitted ideas and information are analys- 
programme. ed, questioned, discussed and corroborated,

(iv) Presentation ; which includes a brief they cannot become part and parcel of adult-
introduction given by the leader and the actual thinking. Such a group combines the advan- 
showing of the programme. tages of community-reception and those of

(v) Follow-up ; by which is meant watch- individual assimilation. Above all, these small
ing the reactions of the audience and encour- groups are a clear and unhesitSting answei to 
aging them to express their reactions in an in- the criticism to which mass media of audio- 
formal way. visual communication are often subjected,

, , , , that they are a one-way process and that they
not directly 'required in second “ype 'o f crfi t!c,al “ c0“raf  p“ sive r“ ep;

S S ; 1, ; & S r ™ '  the’ re s e ts  „°„f
basisP  ̂ O h v ^ iif iv J lÎ Ion on. an individual the Canadian Farm Forums, Tele-Clubs of

practicable only \  the case of ra d io e d  TV F ^ m ^ 1 J a p ^ ^ ^  G r S S

aid2™ io n a tc o u rse Sse, a T t t l l d ^ s i ^  appre! the Gr°UPS ° f Iowa ? ,ate Gol'ege and simila'
ciation courses, courses in current affairs and ?XpenmenIS !” certain Latin American coun-
general knowledge-these provide welcome f168 : and al1 theSe sboW the eme^ " ce’. ln
facilities to adults who wish to improve thd r t\ eseusma11 groi,PS; ° f a l1™ ^ tn u tio n
minds and/or to increase their effidency in wfh'ch can very wel1 be ca,led the University
their professional work. The working paper 01 tquals‘
on mass media submitted to this Conference The University o f Equals—this is an impor- 
gives inteiesting facts and figures of progress tant aspect to which I wish to refer on the
achieved in various countnes. It appears that basis of our experience in India. These dis-
suc in lvidual utilization is generally success- cussion groups should avoid outside leader-
nmna ^ 1 ° are ûPPortf'd by corres- ship except at the initial organising stage. In
nnH sprAnHiv °%'Û  ' 3nd readinS material, some of our villages, even the presence of a
hnri /i.k P  f  TTn-.an .aPP|0Pr*af:e educational Government official or an important dignitary
ninf>iKo'ni-o''niqpn yrii,ty n̂ cognises the course thwarted free and uninhibited expression and
EvceDt nerhans in eLr!,fnd gives. credit.s> etc. the groups ceased to function on a footing of
sUch like bodies in un fprdt’ Y niv®rsities and equality. Secondly, the listening (or viewing)
Inve not vet .'iv™ o'" evcloPed. countries cum-discussion group should, wherever possi-

MS. be encouraged <o function also a , an 
w  ‘ action-group. Apart from mobilising people’s
we nave considered community reception collaboration in community development an 

amt nidivK ual utilisation as two major me- action-group of this kind will more thoroughly
m ein for rn,iPUrPx r fu l' U,se of a«dio-visual serve the educational objective. It is a~re- 
; ir n the m ' '' -Ihe 1hird and*in opi- cognised fact that people retain 20% of what
amuo whTch v- 8nifiCant,-meth0d> 'S the Smal] thgy ,1Car’ 3° % ° f What theV see‘ 50% *1)81
every prog?mmeWS0°/,, St6?v disciisses F both,seefand hear and 70% of what they 
■unnlef a r / t  r ir0 lr f Cf e,the obvious ex- actually-do for tnemselves.1 Thirdly, a way
uid Tele-Clubs n  nt,C ubs- Radl° Foriims shouldI be found to overcome the difficulties
ino o the other tv n p ^ P 05^  not referr- T  by the heterogeneous character of 
tb f Se gr0UpS- possibility is, as suggested

I.ype occause their utility is greatly limited nications~Na°2?CPOrtS and papers on mass-commu-

[ 10 ]



y the expenence of M, Andre Terrisse in ing.4 For emphasising constructive values 
rrencn west Africa (and earlier tried out stimulating interest in Development Plans, the 
successfully in People s Republic of China) to Song & Drama Division of India’s Ministry of 
redistribute radio programmes by means of Information & Broadcasting has been subsidis- 
wired-diHusion to smaller and compact ing dramatic performances by over 100 troupes * 

g r o u p s F i n a l l y  a constant and living throughout the country and has also been 
contact between these groups and those who maintaining a demonstration troupe of its own 
Plan, produce and present programmes is A competition for obtaining scripts in local 
necessary if deadening routine is not to over- dialects and local folk forms of drama was 
power these pioneering efforts. recently organised. Adaptation of folk drama
tt„„ , ,. ,  , , f°r adult education has been more elaborately
use of traditional media for adult education : attempted in parts of Bihar State in India
the theatre through what are known as Mod Mandalis or

In considering the place of audio-visual ‘ u l l S f ^ ^ T h l  w  ^
media for adult education in a changing world, l e e ia been o I '  / ,  * e Kcl?SS 1Ca
we are bound to emphasise the modern media, those dement??,, the H i w  ° T ,
such as TV radio and the film But a chant? tilose eiements 1D the classics vyhich are helpful 
ing world need n ot nece“ "rUy discard the 2 “ nttmporary reconstruction of the peasant 
more traditional media to which a passing
reference is called for. Years ago, George Though it is not possible to draw firm con-
Bernard Shaw called the theatre “ a factory of elusions of wider application on the basis of
thought, the promoter of conscience, an eluci- these experiments, some general principles as
dator of social conduct, an armoury against discussed at the 1958 New Delhi Seminar7
despair and dulness and a temple of the Ascent deserves notice. Thus, educational ends can
of mass”. This is indeed a most comprehen- perhaps be more aptly served through stylized,
sive description of the role of the theatre as a traditional drama than through modern natu- 
social force. But in a more specific sense, ralistic drama. The blending of song, dialogue 
stage-drama could be organised as a group- anc* dance so common in the traditional drama 
activity for adult education—even in industria- °f South East Asia, provides scope for even 
lised urban society. Back in the inter-war direct exhortations without compromising 
years, Robert Newton employed gtoup-impro- aesthetic elements. Incidentally, this will give 
visation among the unemployed and found it a much-needed vitality to a kind of drama 
a valuable method of awakening a flagging which is distinct from film-drama. Moreover 
interest in life by means of creation even if the scenic effects, elaborate property and mechani­
s in g  created did not achieve anything remark- sed a,ds should be reduced to the minimum, 
able. In group play-making, according to l^us focussing attention upon action and' 
Mary Kelly, ‘ to use the imagination and ,̂'a °̂Aue; Finally, the entire programme 
sympathy and to enlarge the powers of expres- should be planned with an eye to securing 
sion—these are ihe real gains’’.3 participation of the whole community: the

wall between the performers and the spectacles
When this is so in urban and industrialised should be removed which means that the 

society of the West, the gains are bound to be arena rather than the picture-frame stage 
more spectacular in rural societies of Asia and should be used and group-play-making and 
Africa. Mr. Pickering’s admirable experim en ts------------
m Ghana have shown that the village drama 4. Village Drama in Ghana : A.K. Pickering
car> profitably be used both as an indirect Fundamental & Adult.Education Vol. IX (1957) No! 4. 
Method of instruction and as part of an inte- 5. 'The Folk Theatre as an Instrument of Social 
grated teaching process essential for the Education article in the Symposium "Place of Reerea- 
Optimnm nc ft i, • i -j - j- 1 „ u tion in Social Education —Indian Adult Education pumum use of the visual aid in direct teach- Association, Delhi: 1954. aon

2 a . 6. ‘ 1 he Use of Audio Visual Methods in China’s
Cation“ • Al tlc‘e on Broadcasting Services and Edu- Development Programmes’ article in “Audio Visual 
(19591 'n Fundamental and Adult Education Vol. XI Aids” journal of National Institute of Audio Visual

' No- 1 Education—July 1959.
FondL ,‘lGr0llP Play-making” by Mary Kelly, 7- ‘Visual Aids in Fundamental Education &

u°n 1948. ° Community Development’—Unesco.
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post-performance group-discussion and group- education seeks to promote in its subjects, 
appreciation should be an integral part of the Couldn’t we make a beginning with ourselves ? 
undertaking. I would not be so unrealistic as to assume

. Training and organisation that, in weste™ countries educationists can
. . easily gain admission into the directive

May I, in conclusion, refer in brief to the circles of commercialized popular entertain- 
twin problems of training and organisation as ment. gut what about under-developed 
related to the use of audio-visual media ? I countries ? This is no place for discussing the 
leel that at the top-level, joint Seminars of merits of and demerits of the advertisers— 
educators and those responsible for audio- radio and Ty  gut I come from an under- 
visual media are absolutely essential. At the developed country, and I am amazed at the 
lower level, such joint gatherings should be indifference of educationists and leaders to 
pieceded by separate and intensive training of the vital problem of whether the media of 
educators in the use and technique of audio- mass communication should in the face of 
visual media, and of audio-visual producers, cultural instability in these countries be 
script-writers and field-workers in the prin- allowed to be exploited by commercial 
ciples and pedagogics of adplt education, interests. 1 am further disturbed by the 
In the absence of such separate intensive train- attitude of governments in these countries to 
mg, much time is wasted in Seminars over use radj0 and TV as a source of increasing 
discussion of subjects which may seem to be their revenue through advertisements and thus 
e ementary assumptions to one or the other. avoiding the financial burden of promoting 

Organisation and control of audio-visual these media for educational purposes. Little 
'a p1 ac . " P catl0n PurPoses takes do they realize that once the public gets used,

, .eien orms m different countries. Consi- jn these countries, to mere light entertainment, 
e tremendous influence of the media it is going to be extremely difficult to restore 

■{ , ‘;j i' . ommimicutIons over the public, the them to serious and educational programmes.
,̂1 i os-aon would be for the adult educator I cannot suggest a solution to this problem 

to get a ioothold m the inner directive circle but the crisis is serious and the challenge un- 
of the radio, television and the film. In deve- mistikable 
loping countries, wherever the radio and tele-
vision are a national undertaking, this position « »
can be conveniently arranged. The other 8 r r  r 1 n  1 £ C • 1 8
alternative of entrusting all adult education « U s e f u l  BOOKS IO r dO C ial »
programmes to special broadcasting stations „  , . m  ,
Frtu?-1 f r aud‘°*Tv{sual units operated by f  Education Workers |
foundations and Universities has its merits & $
and is yielding commendable results in the $ g
that'all noDuhr eruert-i^^ ?ys!em assumes f  Education for International Under- g

s,a„dr„g -T K om a s R. M a a , .  |
3 , professional teachers, University-men << Price Rs. 5 .0 0
and other specialists. To my mind, this widen- f  S

h-twecn popular entertainment and $ .  , „  .  . . i\« * «
adult education will ultimately be disastrous f  Adult Adjustment—Morse A. g 
toT culture and education, though it mav 8 Cartwright and Glen Burch |

ofCS n l ^ Ure,, r° r ^  present’ freedom> |  Price Rs. 3.50 8

« M g e y 0?e6UabmaetiM.!' I ?
collaboration among exnerrc nf i , f l  r #  at S $$

1 NEW DELHI- I
other,-these are the very v a L s  v L c T ^ d u L  L ________ _____________________________ I
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Our Town

Report from Cooma
Laurie Brown

In what was formerly isolated bushland 
Almost overnight, Cooma, a sleepy and rolling ranges, the Snowv Mountains

country town in New South Wales, has Authority is carrying out a vest irrigation and
i’ . - . hydro-electric power scheme involving the
become the centre for a gigantic power construction of eight major dams, and several 
scheme which is changing the face of smaller ones, ten power stations, over 100
eastern Australia. The article below, des- miles of tunnds and many miles of aqueducts
cribing the scheme and the cosmopolitan '°  ^  Australia’s dry icland Plains-
workforce it has brought to the area, is Cosmopolitan Community
one of a series aimed at acquainting T. q. .

, . . , , r The Snowy Mountains are Australia’s
readers in every country with the ways o f Great Dividing Range. On the coastal or
life of their contemporaries in other lands eastern side of the country is a tableland and
both in the East and the West. ’ ,part o f . the run-off from the rain

and melted snow is collected and carried down 
___  ____________ ______ to the sea by the Snowy River. Here no irri­

gation is necessary.
r^OOM A, nestling in the foothills of the On the inland side, however, where the 

anowy Mountains, is a small Australian mountains slope steeply down to the western 
in M‘ow" shlP about TO miks south of Canberra valleys, the run-off is much lighter and is 
in th J  a uUt —Va f s' Itsname “ Coombah”, collected by two great inland rivers, the 
count Aboriginal s language, means “ open Murray and its tributary, the Murrumbidgee, 
jo airy > and since its beginnings around flowing across hundreds of miles of dry, but 
simru, • °oma. has been a rural settlement otherwise fertile, plains. The purpose'of the 
for Pf hHr 8J aZ,IerS stores and supplies Scheme is to extend irrigation and generate
properties aSt’ and usuaIly wealthy, sheep electricity in this area by diverting some 2

million acre-feet of water westward every year 
But in October 1949, a new era ooened fo r tro u g h  tunnels under the mountains into the 

Cooma. On the 17th of that month, a blast Murray and Murrumbidgee. 
and a cloud of smoke marked the start of work Cooma has become the nerve centre for the 
on Australia’s Snowy Mountains Scheme : and Scheme, throbbing with life and activity, 
since then Cooma has become the most co'smo- Modern shops, a swimming pool, a high school 
Politan town in Australia. and roads have been constructed. Hotels have

The <inn it  . . been rebuilt and modern motels established
m rt of Alien yi - r n(ains in tIie south-eastern for the thousands of tourists who use the town 
land mass W o  o°‘ u .count„ry> highest as a base for visiting the project, the most 
m . , nce the beginning oi time these ambitious in the history of Australia. In the 
n  “ a‘" s lla^e. stc]od silent and deserted, past eleven years the town’s population has 
in tt 111 116 11111 dfcd years—and then only risen from 2,000 to almost 10,000, the
hivi 6 ulimrnef montIls'—was their silence difference representing workers from more than

°y st°ckmen from the nearby plains thirty nations who have been recruited to work
o drove their cattle htgh up into the hills on the Scheme and have added to the connuu- 

P,lere snowgrass made good summer stock nity with their customs andcuhure. This 
u ed; But today, the crack of the stockwhip international work force—a UN in minia- 

as been replaced by the rumble of trucks, the ture—is 33% British, 20% Italian 12°/ 
usting of rocks and the shrill vibrant note of German, 10% Yugoslav, 5% Austrian and 

* edmatic drills. 20% a mixture of other nations.
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in many cases the first task for a worker The Scheme’s first project, Guthega, on the 
arriving in the Snowy Mountains has been to Upper Snowy River, was completed in 1955, 
learn English, so as to understand instructions and since then it has been feeding electricity 
on the job and, just as important, to enable into the transmission system of New South 
him to mix socially and to integrate himself Wales. Then, in May, 1958, Eucumbene Dam 
into his new community. was built and a new lake, Lake Eucumbene,

made its appearance on the map of Australia. 
Classes, Concerts and Coffee-bars Ultimately, the waters of this small man-made

sea will cover an area of 55 square miles.
So classes have followed everywhere in the Already they are lapping at the fringes of the 

wake of construction as new camp sites were old town of Adaminaby, but long before that, 
established in the mountains. There are now over a hundred buildings—houses, churches,
26 of them, and their organization has been a halls and even a two-storey bank—had been 
feat in itself. Teachers are faced with a set of shifted bodily by the Authority to a new town 
problems not usually associated with school : site six miles to the north-east./ Today, new
the mountainous country mnd comparative Adaminaby boasts an attractive modern 
isolation of sites, enormous distances, the shopping centre, a hotel and facilities such as 
weather, high turnover of labour,- shift work, a town water supply, sewerage and electricity 
overtime, and soon. Finding classrooms has which did not exist in the old town, 
also been a problem. Besides regular schools,
laundries, messhalls, recreation rooms, church Tunnel Under the Mountains
halls, ofhces, private homes and even hospital * , . . . ,
wards serve on occasion. _  An even more ambitious project, the

Eucumbene-Tumut Tunnel was completed in 
The new immigrants are not only integrat- 1957. This is a 14-mile long channel driven 

ing themselves into Australia... they are inte- through the hard rock under the mountains, 
grating Australia into their own customs. In which links the Eucumbene River (a tributary 
Cooma, a modern satellite township of nearly of the Snowy) with the Tumut River on the 
700 houses has been established, and the other side. As water from these rivers is 
Europeans are enriching the everyday life of diverted from East to West, it drops some two 
the town. Concerts are held which bring thousand feet and the vast power potential of 
famous musicians to the town, as well as this falling water is being harnessed by huge 
an exhibitions. Continental coffee bars have underground power stations.

‘'‘I 1'*™ ’ Aand deli' The Tumut Pond Dam, built in a deep 
offer a wide r-Vnop nf r  ° ^  Allstralianj  gorge near the outlet of this tunnel, stores the 
Scandinavian foods eutra European and waters o f three rivers : the Tumut and those 

L' . ‘ diverted from the Eucumbene and Upper
 ̂ooma is not the only international com- Murrumbidgee for release to Tumut 1 power 

mumty in the area : others have sprung up on station. Waters o f yet another river, the 
the Upper Murray and Snowy River, while Tooma, will soon be diverted there, too, 
Labramurra, a township 5,000 feet up in the through a new tunnel now under construe- 
Australian Alps, has probably the most cosmo- tion.

was borndn Yndb,nf l  a housewife who With all these watar resources available
Polish husband m 'the ^Frmmh T *  there is the ,risk that Periods of high flow water 
Gemnnv n a •• e zone of m excess of requirements for power °enera-

daUghter3041 tion will accumulate in the reservoir. To 
avoid this, the Edumubene-Tuniut Tunnel has 

these New Australians recruited on an been designed for flows in two directions so 
cqu.il ioonriu Vvith locai labour have had equal lh at ex?ess ^ater can be diverted back to Lake 4 
opportunity for advancement, and many of Eucurabene for storage.

With eleven v e a r s o f e k  ^nd  °ro P°Sit'?nS- kw T Jn r p0Wer ° Utput> novv 380’000
behind them; they have a S r e ^ L S ^ S ^ 11 f c S 1 t0 660’000 kw 1962, when
able progress towards achievingthJ comes T*! power Proiect> known as Tumut 2,
the Snowy Mountains Scheme.8 the g0dls of mes lnto operation. Eventually it will

(Continued on page 16)
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“Cooperation % Its Economic and Social
Significance

J. S. Pardeshi
Lecturer in Rural Extension Work, National Fundamental Education Centre

COOPERATION is defined by Sir Horace voluntary connection, the individual multi- . 
Plunkett as “ Self-help made effective by plies his own powers though association 
organization.” Hubert Calverts defined with a like-minded group, 

it as “ a form of orgnnization where persons
voluntarily associate together as human beings The term cooperation literally means a 
on a basis o f  equality, for the promotion of the working together ? in its technical sense, it 
economic interests for them selves.” applies to a particular mefhod where the

members of a community or society combine 
These definitions indicate that cooperation to provide for themselves such services as

is rooted in (1) a common recognition by the would otherwise be rendered by an individual
participants of the desirability of improving or company. These latter agencies are
their condition and (2) general agreement capitalistic, often primarily concerned with
among them as to how that improvement can earning high profits for their private use
best be affected. In Social Education, the and enjoyment. They include the moneylender,
Problem solving process is one method through the shopkeeper or large merchant, and pro-
which integration of people is achieved. That fessional operators of various kinds.
*s to say, good things of life come by mutual
effort. On the other band, cooperatives discourage

. , „„„„ , , the profit making motive and stress the idea
ween t h f / at,on represents a happy mtjan bet- of mutual he, The cooperative societies
one hi V 01̂ 3 ° f eXr reme indiv.dual.sm 0,1 th® enable their members to obtain money, goods r  Jf.nd and sooahsm and commumsmon or serv,ces chea and better in uality and

V ^ f f i S t i S o ?  u i c t  &  V rationi pertair g t o t h r
fair dealings as between man and man. Its ™dt? ° r ™mpation T l  eCOn° ^

great aim is to prevent the exploitation " Tf y F
°f the weaker by the stronger party and to 3 source of mutual aid ,n t.mes of need.
improve the standard of living through lower- The cooperative movement in the modern 
lng costs and increasing returns. It is based sense to took shape in Great Britain and in 
0tl mutual aid in the conduct of economic France in the 1820, mainly under the influence 
enterprises and on a social theory which finds of Robert Owen and of Charles Fourier. It 
expression in these enterprises. It is a volun- spread all over the world, taking widely 
ary association of individuals having common different forms according to national 

ac°nomic need who combine their capital differences of economic and social structure.
a conurioF prnnnn-^&̂ a^ievement of Methods akin to cooperation formed 
c°mbination a m oraT e^’^ 16!  t,rm g'eLivcW essential elements in village economic life
d« e lo » tn f  ’ ar f , t ^ r n a n d ? T ^  , y to « »  »reas. Thus cooperative features‘ P"*8 leal,zall°n of moral obligator.. f(J1.med part of life in China, in the Indian
in <“°°P3ratives are social groups. Through Panchayats, the Russian Mir and the West 
to h Uime-nts of economic progress, they tend European Manorial village. Such features 
t|lelc P integrate the communities or sroups existed in towns and villages al ke From 
fra,! Serve> They work within the existing a very primitive level upwards men are found 
thej Work °f society and its regulations for acting together, with or without a religious 

1 members, not against anyone. By his element, for mutual aid of many types.
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There are many forms of mutual guarantee But social organization is not theend  r f  
found all over the world, from peasant credit socialization. The end
societies to similar societies of small traders tion is t e P. Personality develops
and craftsmen, and from collective labour education • situations in the inter-urouns of norters builders and road workers almost wholly m social s tuations in tne imer 
to student fraternities, combining mutually to action of the person an is grouP- This P'
rent-lodaina houses or to guarantee one can only achieve his own interest tnrougn
an o tieS  ?o8ans functional relations with other persons.

. . . ,  , It is important for social stability to
In the world of today, where an individual obtain socia[ control through community 

feels helpless and is unable with his unaided t and loya]ty o ne of the primary objects
effort to do many things which are essential £  coo erative organization is to exercise such
for his health, happiness and economic well- sQcjal ĉontro] over the various groups and
being, he removes his helplessness by asso- individuaIs which compose it as to enable
dating with others in a small group. Too them tQ act conectively for their common good,
big a group will defeat the purpose. Social control becomes possible by the

' development of community spirit, by loyalty to
The more organised cooperation is, the the community spirit, and by symbols which

stronger will be the foundation of democracy, express the common objectives o com  ̂ Y
Democracy functions in an intensive form in activity. Sociologists ha\e callet s
a cooperative unit. Apart from the economic factors esprit de corps, morale an co
and social fruits it might yield, it teaches the representation, 
mutual responsibilities of the individual and 
the group and gives practice in the various skills
of organised group functioning. It is a training d d d a p t  m o n iM  P O f lM  A
ground for disciplined functioning on a small K L r U K l  I  H U M  L U U M A
scale, for without a measure of discipline,
mutual aid and mutual cooperation, the co- (Continued from page 14)
operative unit will collapse. The coopera­
tives also lessen the burden on the state when, reach an energy capacity of between 2,500,000 
through their combined efforts and skills, and 3,000,000 kilowatts, 
people solve their own problems.

Scheme For A Growing Nation
The ultimate goal of all human association Thus under the overall plan, projqpt will 

is the full development of the human persona- follow project for at least another fifteen years 
lily. Personality develops through association untjj tjlc finaj objective of supplying power for 
with others in a mutually accepting and res- industry and domestic use in New South Wales 
pecting atmosphere. One of the objects of and Victoria together, with the supply of 
cooperative organisation is to promote groups nearly 2,000,000 acre feet of water for irriga- 
or activities in which those who lack group tjor,5 |ias been achieved, 
association may have an opportunity and
encouragement to participate. Australians are proud of this scheme and

the benefits which it will bring. A practical 
One: of the best indices of the socialization people, they are particularly proud of the fact 

of the members of a community is the degree that it helps to pay for itself as it is built, 
of their participation in the organisations— Electricity generated here is to be sold at a 
just as breadth of participation is an index price lower than that of power produced by 
of the democracy of the community. The coal-burning stations in New South Wales and 
socialization of the person consists on his all Victoria and will contribute greatly to the 
round participation in the thinking, the feeling steady expansion of Australian secondary 
and the activities of the group, i.e. sociali- industry. At the same time the scheme will 
zalionjs personality freely infolding under be supplying water free of charge to irrigate 
conditions of healthy fellowship. Australia’s dry inland plains. ((Jnesco).
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Correspondence Instruction
i • ;

Correspondence instruction is widely used acy, the person lias no basis for further self- 
111 other countries. It makes more effective help in education.
i^e of tocher time than other forms of American non-university correspondence 
instruct,on, and requires fewer facilities. Its schools in particular have shown great in- 
effectiveness depends on he excellence of ui in making wide varieties of subject 
the lesson materials which require careful matter effectively available through correspon- 
preparation and testing. The initial cost is dence. Kits of materials go to students with 
nnf .ieaV1fSt' Correspondence instruction is extensive drawings and instructions. Directly
stud, I " 6, ’ practl^al for s“ al1 §r™Ps of geared to the written materials, they give thestudents, however, where sizable enrollments student a ]aboratory at home oftenJ as good
can be expected, and initial costs can be divid- as he could t in a dassroom . Radio techni.
fn sfn w °ngu many ?£ud,ent?* corresPondence cian C0UrseS) for example, usually have kits 
of inct '°? becomes the least expensive foim o f materials from which full radios are assem- 

uc 10D- bled step by step. Assembled parts are sent
Of the three main functions o f social edu- to the school for checking on workmanship, 

cation, correspondence education is most use- Comparisons o f correspondence graduates 
['! in transmitting organized knowledge and and classroom graduates generally show that 

skills. The second function, dissemination o f  correspondence graduates are superior. One 
newly developing knowledge, is best done reason for this is that the correspondence me- 
trough magazines, such as the Indian Journal thod requires students to cover all material 

°J Adult Education, and through meetings, systematically. There is no such thing as 
such as the recent Seminar held at Aliabada “ getting by” on personality or influence with 

y the Indian Adult Education Association, the teacher.
ne third function o f social education, solving —-------- ... —— — ——

current problems of people, is best done United States—USSR Teacher Exchange
‘ ‘pro cess’ !tatf°n Wlth1 speicalists in the During the next two years, twenty Soviet 
c a t io n  n r o / ^ UCa-tl0,u’ t ie-rSu°Cia Edu- and American professors will exchange places 
of social b °f-ks' Th,1IS j 3spect in die universities of Columbia, New York and
muni ty organization8 s°metimes t. all^d co^ '  Moscow; Harvard and Leningrad; Yale and

■ *  x na° an,f  and - T5i s -

S « workin8per“ " “1 L '" ap P - vides for exchanges of students and teachers in
. Correspondence is the most flexible form of tlie scientific, technical, educational and cul-
nstruction for large groups. Each student re- tural fields for a Period of two years. Next

• e,ves individual attention from his teacher, as year> according to the agreement, a number of
11 tutoring. He may proceed at his own rate, Soviet teachers will give Russian courses in

“nd slow students are not left behind, nor are American institutions, while their opposite
ltley a drag on their class. ’ numbers in the United States will teach English

Workino • ,, , c , , in the Soviet Union. (UNESCO)
c0r, ° rKing PeoP‘e especially are benefited by
adjust^ theirR«n,Ih? H n?*'°°  n S'nCe ,bey can Engineering School Opens in Morocco Wort/ , r sU>dy time and progress to their f
thor% Schedules- Correspondence instruction „  Moroccos first school for engineers-the 
bon fore makes education available to every- Mohammedia Engineering School-w as in- 
a dy- It is one way of putting into effect on atigurated in Rabat on October 24, United 
eQlbactlcal basis the democratic concept of N?tl0ns Day\ Slxty' hve students, who follow- 

I*ty of educational opportunity. ed a sPeuial two-year preparatory course,
' began their studies as soon as the school

study eracy and appropriate attitudes toward opened. In future, students with Mathematics 
f <  a*'e the only prerequisites for benefiting training up to Baccalaureat level will form the 

d c°rrespondence course. Without liter- nucleus of the school. (UNESCO)
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SOCIAL EDUCATION is knowledge. Knowledge comes to the people
(,Continued from page 4) through education. A people, who under-rate

. , , . . .  education as we have done, witness our
than they did in the much less ambitious slighting of Article 45 of our Constitution, 
Second P,an. Least o f all will you wondei witness the actual increase of adult illiterate 
vv len at the end of the Third Plan you learn population in the eountry (due to our rate of 
that even the small lay-out proposed at the literacy falling behind the rate of increase of 
beginning is not sp en t-a  euphemism for “not population), w itness...-have deprived them- 
allowed to be spent . . selves of the right to reach the modern times,

.What is the way to restore social education tliat js t0 say> jiave sojd themselves for a 
to its rightful place in society? The attempt has something 0De does not know, 
perhaps to be to made on two lines. One line Whether we like it or not, the world is 
maybe ohfntoutoftheadm m istrativeconfu . comparing us with our big neighbour-and  
1 a Tt,pr lg ef f VeIs to which it has fal:len a judging Us. It is no use saying ours is a 

faihprinrr wo Ministries at the Centre superior social system. That is to say, it is
, g p. 1, education, thus leaving it an no use behaving like an ostrich. A social 

2 r  n r lr md f en a y’ ^ 1S ? p3^  ° f  ^  system is known by its results. And the 
p nf ‘•aHmV.' ef,uca| 10n from results by which history has alwaws judged

circumstances it men and nations, and will always judge them
other line mav he tn k difficult task. The so, is whether they have grown in knowledge 
the ericrimi it -irH f n,!i t0 Pr°m 'nence and power—which, again, comes to know-
Dresent^rmrent nf -a<?Ui  educatl° ” in. tbe ledge. And if our postarity finds after not 
sav tn rednreboain ia! edu^ at'o?> ^ at many generations that they have lost the race,
education This u,-;nCiati educatl° n to. adalt whom will they curse for it?  Matter not!
admittedly, social eduction is^ richer "more" F° f WC Wi‘! ?3Ve l™8 b££n dead’ .tthoVgh> of

a S ^ e p ^ S v  of* ,a? Smed ^  ^  " S B "  verystatesmen t Z  is f  S,atesme“ and ,ess than for remembering us 1 statesmen, that is to say, most of us may not
be worthy of it. The simple adult education
may perhaps be more comprehensible for most (Continuedfrom page 8)
of us. But in the present mood of the country, Comment : Answers to these two questions 
adult education itself is to be approached with do not reveal a close relationship between the 
a. bargepole! The outlook for Social Educa- schools and Social Education. A great many 
non in India, that is, for civilization, is SEOs apparently do not keep the teachers 
admittedly dark lor some years to come. In informed about the progress and proposals of 
these times when linguistism and casteism are Social Education. There is an even greater 
not not only tolerated but complacently tendency not to develop the school into a 
recognised as a part of “ the genius of our community centre or else an inability to do so. 
people , who will listen to the call of social 
education to ban these abnormalities from our Summary
thinking ? In these times when the mad rush SEOs apparently tend to pick the younger, 
tor material gain on the part of individuals abler, more interested, and non-traditional 
and managements is not only permitted but leaders with whom to work. They have a 
auck-c as necessary to our “social system”, rather favourable idea of their concept of 

“Jd° t- lis!en t0 tbe eccentric who cries out leadership. In general, SEOs think they employ 
ther r n , re ma£erial enrichment”? In desirable supervisory techniques although they 

, our illiterate and ignorant often make surprise visits to Social Education 
ediicawi Ct, ed “nevertheless cultured and workers and often think people do not have 
Who will na" K !eal meaning of the word”, ideas and suggestions for the solution of their 
n if-tinn i 1 - • ed to tbe warning that we are problems. Apparently the “ inspection con-

S e r f h T r ) : ” barbarj sm l  , ,■ fept' ' stiu pr™ ils « « • «  many' SCO, The
m i s L e r s S  and S i n  the ”£  ° - %*** CC-Ure 18 the most w^ely used method in 
educationist must st'i'> his ■ antiC ’• 311 tiaining camps. So far, the ties between the

«*•«*• sfo°nta°dSoc,al Edi,ca,ion seem no''oM
[ 18]
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Younger or Older Leaders?
ni7P̂ c8r^ ?  ° l DiStrkt ?°cia? Education 0 rSa’ “ wil1 be around longer to repay society 
DI“  5 sPbt right down the middle. for the investment in their trafning ^

munity DeveloDment anrl UDviously, there is no clear one-sided
chances evartlv a ti,and intloducing answer. Each situation calls for using the

K \ yI0d b eH:,ae ' rS a f t ha' ' ^ d0r,hV h°0° “  ”°mbina!iofpose»ible.S aVai,ab‘e “oa, iaer- Were are the reasons each group
&ave : ° ^ History and social science research give a

OWp,. r „ . ,, ., lot °1 evidence in support of younger leaders
Leaders, they said, in times of change. Studies show that younger

—are more experienced ; they know what People generally are more progressive and
can and cannot be done. liberal, are more interested in the new, are less

—are more thoughtful; they are less easily conservative, are more easily trained,’ and are
carried away by emotional appeals mAPi-!- ea!!lly fired Wlth zeaL Cetain]y the

—have the resrwt nf nnH , additional years remaining to them give an
e .y.esPect, ,°‘> and a command opportunity to return to society Greater divi-

Tndresultl §S Wh‘ Can briDg 3Cti0n dCndS than would a siraiIar ^vestment in olderPe°ple. Teaching a twenty-year-old to read 
are usually sought after by the young and write is socially a better investment than 

tor advice. teaching a sixty-year-old.
—are seldom challenged. Another article in this issue shows that
—think and work for the uplift of the Ti°S t. n ?^ 8 recoSnize these strong points.

whole community instead of for a few About 84 per cent of 139 SEOs said they work
-—draw iittnn o , • mostly with younger leaders. However the

their wisdom. ger Past experience for young usually have not yet acquired the leader-
__,)rp ___ j - , . sh*P skills and positions of influence that come

arc more diplomatic. with age. Sanction of a new idea by an elder
Lounger Leaders,s.on the other hand can often lead t0 change. Older people are
" ta k e  more easily to progressive” ideas • de™onstrab|y moTe. desirous of keeping the

are more liberal in their views ’ “u qZ   ̂ their Jeverage for change’ if jt
- a r e  HI-pI,, t t, can be obta,ned’ can be great. They should

tiori kC y t0 bave more general educa- not be discounted.
—are •, . . , A combination of youth and ace is often
__ oie easily trained. best—a combination that can work together,

aie less likely to be affected by party and an outs‘de worker caters too much to youth, 
nlage politics and by factionalism. be *s likely to find the road to change blocked,

—are not so tricky. If be works too much with the elders, conserva-
—accent training , . ,  „ and the status quo may dominate. The

woiXrs m!r!8 anP ldeas from y0lin8 outsider needs to think about:*'CUKeiS moie easily than Hn nIHpr
People. ‘ 0 0 der —who will be the best leaders to bring

-h a v e  more enthusiasm, optimism, about change and improvement ?

Work'03’ anĈ energy *° Pu* *nt0 their who can help the ideas gain maximum
- . can ; '. acceptance most easily ?

“ If sacrificeYd sdaetTervTi' 6 SPilit ° f ~oW *rTadm  b .'V .?'rf0"' T " 8"  M j

microus; more easily. groups avoided ?

T f a k  A b o u t ____
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" R n u n J r  R m n ' m i r  munity living. On the other hand since the
mJ/Av  i t  ILC V I c W  needs of community development in the tropi­

cal countries are becoming greater every day 
for developments,—technical and industrial, 

School and Community in the Tropics by T.R. distinct patterns of community life and com-
Batten; Oxford University Press, London; ™u,nity, develoPment must follow so that 
m g- p • „ 11 r j  technological development and social stresses

lrice and strains accompanying it can be eschewed
and assimilated.

T N  India, and in fact in most under-develop-
A ed countries of the world, there is today The school can no doubt play an important 

much anxiety about the social, cultural and part in community development but there are
economic uplift of the masses through pro- some very important considerations to be 
grammes of fundamental education, commu- taken into account before we can assign them 
nity development and extension. A lot of this role in India. The first big stumbling 
things are being said both in regard to the block is the deep-seated, traditional attitudes 
philosophy and methodology of "community about what schools should do for children, 
development work with diverse communities. The schools, it is supposed, should prepare 
All the tropical areas with which Mr. Batten’s children for job worthiness. Again, even if 
book deals pose similar problems of social these attitudes are suitably oriented, the 
and economic reconstruction and the things teacher cannot be, can never be, a whole time 
he has to say in this book are as much of rele- community development worker. He can only 
vance to us in India as they are to other coun- assist the community development personnel, 
tries in the same latitudes. In view of the not do everything that should be done 
act that there is so much wishful thinking Again, community development work is not 

among our educationists and planners about something which teachers can take to as a 
developing the Basic school into a community matter of course, without training and pre­
development and extension centre, this book paration. The teachers have to be trained to 
assumes added relevance for it points out all do community development work if we want 
the possibilities in this direction and indicates any worthwhile results. There are yet other 
the possible effects which such cooperation things which would stand in the way of 
between the school and community would teachers who take up community development 
nave on all stages of school and University work among communities. Most teachers are 
es ucat ion. low-paid and they enjoy very low social status.

Mr „ i here are further disadvantages : if the teacher
Mr. jic.tten s ana.ysis of the whole question is locally born he is not respected by the elders 
school and community cooperation in this of the village; if he comes from outside he is 

a. I is eminent. Most schools in India (with not immediately accepted and taken into con- 
ce possible exception of some Basic school fidence about their problems; and if he is 
'ucn are slow in .coming to us) are designed young, he is not taken seriously at all for 

to prepare children for work OM/s/de the com- ‘Wisdom’ inmost rural communities is rnn- 
nunity. In rural areas, for instance, the sidered the prerogative of ‘Ape’ 

children who go to schools look up to future
J';os in offices and factories in the cities. They The obvious conclusion one can draw from 
are Ums preparing t0 run away from the Mr. Batten’s book is this : It is not vettinZ  
community in wJlich they are living. In for us to burden the schools wiffi com ^nnii;
hviim i? n S  t aL Weilr f  Ucan 0n f° r comraunity development and extension work and make 
Dri H  n 8 ed’ It might come as a sur- h  impossible for them even to fulfil their nnr
f  grater S i !  ,a' “!'ba,1* h00ls- in f“ct’ face mal educational functions. In the first X c e  
Jom Z n ih -S C S  ,heit •***» 7 “ w *  build good a»d sSund
In most nlba,, are,s thereC™ m“”',yh0r'OTte<l- S S S  J ? " * " - Develol,inS into
S S S - if t ^bere’are streets andTows‘of S T *  COmn,Un" y —
but there are , £ £  f c Z -

—H.S.
£ 20 ]



TRAINING COURSE ON NEW C.A.A.E. DIRECTOR
WORKERS’ EDUCATION Mr. Arthur Pigott has to n  appointed

The training course on Workers’ Education ]?‘rect0.r of the Canadian Association for Adult 
and Social Education in Urban Areas, oraa- Education. He will take over charge from 
nised by the Indian Adult Education Associa- Dr' L  R< Kldd’ on Ma* L 
tion continued in the month of December. t-. v -aa , ,
During the month lectures were given on D l' Kldd who. 1135 been Director for the
Sociology, Psychology, Labour Economics Past ten yea/s  will take over as Secretary- 
Trade Unionism and on Methods and Techni- “ easu.rer °f the Social Science Research
ques of Workers’ Education. Practical train- and the Humanities Research Council
mg on conducting survey, preparing wall Wltb °® ces in Ottawa.
newspapers, puppets, creative dramatics etc. _  .
were also given. Mr. Eigott has been Chairman of Execu-

Psychology, Delhi University; and Dr. H.P.
Mehta, A sstt: Director, Vocational Guidance,
Ministry of Labour and Employment. Lee- ADULT SCHOOLS
turers on Sociology, included Shri H. P. T .
^axena, A sstt: Director, National Funda- Literacy House, Lucknow, has started a 
dental Education Centre; Dr. T K N fun'or High School for adults in Kandhari 
Unnithan of the School of Planning'and Archi- Bazar in Luckn°w. 
tecture, Miss Sushila Mehta of NFEC. Lectures
on Trade Unionism and Workers’ Education From 1958 to 60, Literacy House conduct- 
were giwn by Shri Hans Raj Gulati of the e d ° “ a" experimental basis Adult Schools, in 
1CFTU Asian Trade Union College and Shri , lc 1 “ literates were taught on the basis of 

c - Dutta. the primary school syllabus. At the end of

I h S s “ ri Dha™  Vir w ilE m os^f'take
Thp , , • for primary level,

on ‘WorkersC Fdnrarad th-e benefit of a talk
Mr. E H Cooner '^r lu6 by The ^un‘or High School has been started
U- K. High ™ x^3br  Adviser, m response to the demands of adults who

i f  o / t S r Er c a S “ „N^ a nd?."db! have paised ,he primary *— »•
H i,  “ jW , " s f '1 rV. VNESC0 fallow from --------
fellow from Pakisfan' VNESCO SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN VILLAGES
•training course ’ took part in the

Prof Asa Rr' “ 0ne of the chief tasks of a Gl'amdan
Education in a r f 8S 8-ave a talk 011 “ Adult worker is to rouse amongst the villagers such 
December anging Society” , on the 30th a sPint and enthusiasm for their own better­

ment based largely on their own efforts. It is 
N a t t o m it  ~  this which is killed by a large amount of

iMJJNAL FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION 0utside aid> which is generally asked by way 
c e n t r e  of gfant on grounds o f the alredy exristin-

UlVShri Sohan Sineh has taken n poverty of the villagers. The rule must be that
R e c to r  o f the National j f n ver as the whatever can be improvised by the villagers
Cat*on Centre from shri A R Edu'  with th,eirf own "source, should i £ 8 £
takpShli Deshpande w h o 're t 'iS  * imPort,ed fro“  <"«side. It cannot be too
ip® UP shortly a veJvimnn 1,fceIy to stro1Dgly emphasised that in our anxiety to

the field of sL ia l E t o d o n  SSlgnment Produce+ Htnck results we are ignoring thisEducation. aspect to a great degree —R.K. Pati!
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A . Price Postage
<• »  ' Rs. IIP. Rs. OP.
MAHATMA o f Mohandas Karam Cluwd ~  - -

Gandhi) by D. G. Tendulkar 4 J
- blew Revised Edition (in S volumes)

Vol I Published. Further Volumes under production ■ '
do th  Bound Edition Per Volume 15.00 1 0.70

Per Set 100.00 »-
Paper Bound Edition Per Volume /  11.00 1 0.65

Per Set 75.00 —
MAHATMA CANDHI : An Album with over :

500 photographs 35.00 •—
BASOHLI PAINTING : with 43 plates 35.00
THE WAY OF THE BUDDHA : An Album '

with over 400 photographs 30.00
INDIA: A Souvenir Volume with 62 photographs,

many in colour 25.00
KANGRA VALJ EY PAINTING : With 40 ' .

colour plates 18.00 1̂.10
FACE OF NEW INDIA : An Album portraying f

the new India 16,00 1.10
THE INDIAN SARI by Kamala S. Dongerkery 10.IK 0.85
HISTORY OF BENGALI LITERATURE

by Dr. SUkumar Sen De luxe Edition 10.00 0.85
Ordinary Edition ‘8.00 0.75

INDIA 1960 : A Reference Annual v
De luxe Edition 9.0C 0.80
Popular Edition % \6.50 0.65

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA >  , ^
GANDHI Vols. I & IIeach  r .

De luxe Edition y  ’* 8.51 0.75
Standard Edition . . 5.50 0.60
Popular Edition 1 3.00 0.45

Vols. H I & IV  each Standard Edition 85.00 1.40
Popular Edition ( 9.00 0.80

SPEECHES OF PRESIDENT RAJENDR/I
PRASAD First Series (1950-52) 4.50 0.5S

Second Series (1952-56) «.5© 5 0.55
OCCASIONAL SPEECHES AND WRITINGS ^ £

by Dr. S  Radhakrishnan i j
Combined Edition ( 1952-59) J  7.50 ,0.70

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU’S SPEECHES
Vol. f ( 1946-49) 6.50 10.65
Vol. t l  (1949-53) 5.50 ?0.60

Vol. I l l  (1953-57) De luxe Edition 9.50 0.80
Popular Edition 6.50 , 0.65

ECONOMIC HISTORY OF INDIA (1757-1906.
by Romesh b u tt  t
Vol. I  & II  each 7.50 0,70

NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS & THEIR EFFECTS
Second Enlarged Edition 7.5,3 q jq

INDIA-A  PICTORIAL SURVEY 6.50 0^65
WOMEN OF INDIA Popular Edition 6.50 0.65
CONTEMPORARY INDIAN PAINTERS ,g ’s 0 060
EIGHTEEN FIFTY-SEVEN by Dr. S. N. Sen  ‘ 5.50 Ô O

R o n irc  (Registration Charges Extra)
KS WORTH Rs. 25.00 OR OVER ARE SENT POST FREE

B0W)*V ..........................
CALCUTTA A |PR°B?.*iM Ci,i<m.bCrlL0ad*bh*i Naorojl Road, Bombay-I.
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|  g - j \  F I R S T  F O R  F A M I L Y  |

j  | 8 m ^ H  Family ,is the component part of Society. Hence to improve §
|] i H g U  (he illiterate Society we must first of all improve the Family. $
^ We must first of all literate the first man—the Head—of the

?  And the first way to literate the illiterate Head of the family is |
4  IraPflSSH&V t0 provide him with such handy means as will interest as well as $
?  instruct him and the members of his family ! !

|  MEGH ROLL-UP SLATED BLACK BOARDS will safely, |
|  O S H  swiftly and surely deliver the goods. MEGH has been the famous ^
® name for ADULT EDUCATION for the last 35 years. j |
«  T

|  For further information please write to : * j |

I (S S l Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. |
fr> Post Box No. 24, <>
|  BARAMATI (Poona) India. |
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W h ere sh a ll we Look | ~  “ “  — — — — —-— - —— =°———.
for Leaders S o c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  C A B E

F°lk  High School Move- 'T'HE Central Advisory Board of Education meeting in its 
m ent in  Scandinavia *- 28th session in New Delhi from the 14th to 16th January

How n , . _ . as ^ ual> hurried through items relating to Social Educa-
ow ochool Cooperatives tion. However, except in one respect, we welcome its

Train for w ork in  recommendations as making an advance on the present nosi-
Y u goslav ia  tIOn-

Agents of Change A j 6 f ie 'ndeed happy to note that the Board has recom-
mended the setting up of an All-India Council of Social 

Our Town Education. Almost every field of Education has by now its
own Council. The Social Education Committee of the Board

To Think About was’ hituhert0’ ser.vin§ the function of the Couni!, but it ceased
to do this when it got its present peculiar constitution. The 
creation of a Council outside the CABE has. therefore become 

* —  ° / crucial importance to the progress of Social Education in
the country.

EDITORIAL BOARD The recommendation of the Board regarding integration
of Social Education Organizers in the State Education Depart­
ments, is also timely. The Board members, expressed strong 

Dr. M. s. Mehta feelings in the matter. This is understandable, as lack of
connection between Education Departments and the SEOs in

Shri Maganbhai Desai some of the States has done §reat harm to the Social Educationmovement.
Shri J.C. Mathur, I.C.S

We also welcome the recommendation o f t  he Board to
Dr, T. A. Koshy the effect that the State Governments should provide facilities

for adults up to the Secondary stage. The new Civilization
s hri H. P. Saxena which the country is building up, is hampered if the equality of

opportunity to different ages is denied. It is not a question of
: pu, the rights of the individual, but of the preparation of a nation

or,, ,ahl*d bv n i i  n for its new tasks,
yj y In d la n  A d u lt  Edu-

C ' t 0'1'J 7, f '  Indra’ While the Board has given an excellent lead to the
P0; Q1 Subs ‘ ew DeIhi‘ lndia• country in the above matter, we feel sorry that it has baulked

9n *3 5n V ' ° n ; Rs- 8-00 at the su?gestion of a library cess. As the President of the
u' Single Copy Re. 1.00 Indian Adult Education Association pointed out at the
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- meeting, with our universal education plans, L IF E  M E M B E R S
it has become imperative that we should pro-
vide wholesome reading material to our people. Shri K. P. Shah, President, Gangajala
Otherwise, we run the risk of wasting the huge Vidyapeeth Society, has become Life Member 
sums of money we are now spending on our of the Association. Shri K. S. Pangtey, Sub­
primary education. This calls for an adequate Divisional Magistrate, Karan Prayag and Prof, 
and free library service to the people. If we Jyaswal of Lucknow University have also
deny this to millions of our people, because become Life Members.
we think that the country does not like to be The Djrector of tfae Canadian Association
taxed, then we are snowing no only lack of of Adult Education, Dr. Kidd, has joined the 
fa.th in our people, but a lack of faith in Association as its Life Member. Mr. Kidd
education. More taxes are being levied any recently presided over the World Conference 
way and the educationists should have their on ^ Education in Montrea]. 
share in them. We hope that the mistake that
the Board has committed this time in refusing EDITOR ON LEAVE
to recommend a Library Cess in the country
will be rectified in the next session. Our Editor, Mrs. Helen kempfer, is now

We share happy feelings of the members of on vacation in the United States. Sue is likely 
the Board at the Prime Minister having to rejoin us on the 15th of Maich. In her 
addressed the Board for the first time. His absence, her work is being looked attci by 
talk showed a keen sensitiveness to the role of Mrs. Dorothy Butts. The Association is 
education in the present age. grateful to her for this labour of love.

ADULT SCHOOL TEACHERS’ TRAINING
A one-month training course for Adult ^education was there to take him further fiom 

School Teachers, organised by the Indian the age of 11.
Adult Education Association, began in New Dr. Mehta, who is also the Vice-Chancellor 
Delhi on the 9th of January, 1961. Inaugur- of the Rajasthan University, declared demo-
ating the Training Course, Dr. Wealthy Fisher, cracy in India would be meaningless, unless
President, World Education Inc., New York, every voter was enabled to exercise his right
said that India must liquidate illiteracy if she intelligently. For this, adult education was
is to succeed as a democracy. For liquidating absolutely essential. Therefore, adult educa-
illiteracy the setting up of Permanent Adult tion workers must work among the people to
Schools, providing education to adults, is develop their minds to be able to exercise
essential. She said, India must provide the judgment and act for the solution of their
fullest opportunity to every individual to get problems.
the education he liked and for this, adult Dr. Mehta expressed the hope that in the 
schools must become part and parcel of Third Plan, the Government would undertake
India’s national education policy. She cong- large scale adult education, not only for the
ratulated the Indian Adult Education Associa- eradication of illiteracy, but for building up
tion for organising this pilot training course human beings, who would be able to solve
and expressed the hope that the trainees their own and their country’s problems. With-
would join the army of social revolutionaries out this, Dr. Mehta said, democracy in the
who were going to bring about real demo- country would be a farce,
cracy. Talks were also given to the trainees by

Shri Saligram Pathik, General-Secretary, All- 
Ihe trainees were addressed on the 18th India Mass Education Society, Gonda, and

January, by the President of the Indian Adult Shri Musthaq Ahmed, Head, School of Writ-
Education Association, Dr. Mohan Sinha ing, Literacy House, Lucknow. Shri Neki
Mehta. He said that education was a life long Ram Gupta, Asstt. Directior of Education
process and it was the task of the adult edu- (Social) Delhi Administration spoke to the
cation to provide facilities for continuation trainees on the PLACE OF LITERACY IN
education to every individual at various levels. SOCIAL EDUCATION.
The scheme for compulsory education for About thirty-five trainees have joined the 
children would be meaningless unless adult one-month training course.

[ 2 ] - I



Social Education and Its Future
Prem Kirpal

Secretary and Educational Adviser to the Government o f India

X K f  E are now completing the 12th year of workers in the country to educate the people 
** the Social Education movement in the against fissiparous tendencies, against old 

country. Let us for a moment look rivalries and conflicts, which had little relev- 
bjick to the year 1948 when Maulana Abul ance in our new national existence

haS »ee„ accomplished since. ^  ^  g ?  itS  f i f S S d ' V g
In 1948, the days of our subjection to springs of united action and group res- 

foreign domination were not far behind us. ponsibility. This was worsened by years 
Having won our freedom after a hard struggle ° f  slavish dependence on government. It 
and after years of waiting and many sacrifices, was, therefore, necessary to educate the 
we were determined not to lose our freedom people in the formation of healthy and inde- 
again. rt was natural for us to try to under- pendent voluntary associations for the realisa- 
stand why we had at all lost our freedom. It tion of common aims and for developing that 
was evident that even in the days of our cooperative spirit and responsibility without 
subjection, we were producing men who which democracy is meaningless.
towered in intellect and character along with „ .,
the tallest in other countries, men who dis- besides these social weaknesses we were
tinguished themselves in literature, science aIs° behind th® advanced nations in the 
the arts, statesmanship and all other walks of est asse* of the modern age, namely,
life. While there was nothing basically wrong i eracy o tie  common man. Mass com- 
With our racial stock and with our traditional mumcatl0“ IS an indispensable weapon of 
culture, the main reason for our subjection Progress m the modern age, and mass 
was the weakness of our social system. It llteracy4. 1S the foundation of mass com- 
was this weakness we had to set ri°ht This munica Îon* Without literacy, there is no 
could be done best, we thought, bŷ  a proper ?™pe ° f the Sreat mass of our Pe°Ple develop- 
moulding of the minds of men throuoh edu- lng and sustainin8 a sense of over-all national 
cation. We called this kind of education u.Dlty- II is Hue that literacy will not automa- 
^ocial Education. It was an education to tically create unity and harmony among the 
*fould the minds of men and women in this various elements of the Indian peoples; but 
great country of ours, so that they mav there 1S a,so n0 doubt tbat without literacy 
mS dJ ?  a society worthy of our place in the we ^annot ™?ke ° ur PeoPIe understand one 
juid-20th century world. Defined as “ Com an°ther. With 80 per cent of our people
w !L liy iHplift ibfough Community Action’’ ^literate, we lacked the very base of a strong
d r i v S  e ? UK,a t| 0n Cam e • t0  .in c lu d e  l it e r a c y  a n d  UDlted I n d ia ‘
recreational Isbment ° f  libraries, cultural and Thus, we sought to achieve these three 
exhibitions ,,^r,?nrarames’ organization of broad aims through the socal education
Community centres i ? IVIties’ , radio SrouPs> movement : the building up o f social har­

ry centies and women s welfare. mony from the base to the top, the emergence

Eir° ur main social deficiencies were two ° f new mo^es of coagtoon thinking and
had ^ 1, ‘he caste system and parochial" m sU l,s Ve'0PmCnt ° f
loyaU 8h destroyed the sense for wider ellective communication skills.
t0 forelL N,° <loul?t our common resistance In 1952, when the Community Develoo- 
° f «atioM r mdt£Vei?PedK-POWerful sentiment ment Movement came and social* education 
unity seem J * ‘tyu b*Uu VS consciousness of found a secure place in that movement, a great 
dence, It bf tbreatencd after indepen- step forward was taken in strengthening social 

was the business of social education education work in the country. As you know
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the country was divided into small areas the importance of an urban population is
called ‘development blocks’. Eack block had a always far beyond its proportion in numbers,
team of development workers, e.g. workers in Throughout the history of civilisation, towns
agriculture, animal husbandry, etc. The have been in the vanguard of new ideas and
social education organiser was also one of new movements and to neglect the town is to
the team and his work on the team was per- starve the future of a country’s civilisation,
haps more important than that of others, Secondly, the felt need for social education is
because he had not only his own work to do much greater in the towns than in the villages
in spreading literacy, promoting libraries, and and consequently, it is much easier to bring
organizing youth organisations, etc., but had our effort to bear fruit in the cities than in
to help other members of the team in improv- the villages.
ing their communication to the people. The ^  js the age of a feverish

As we look back, we realize that this was urge for achieving higher standards of life,
a very important and a very exciting thing that and this urge is also much stronger in the
had happened to social education; but the towns and needs to be channelisted along lines
march of time has revealed that our hopes which, in the experience of mankind, provide
were premature. Our hopes have received the only way of achieving the higher standards
a check in two directions : in the first place, of life. These are the pursuit of orderly
we have jagged far behind in achieving our social life and acquisition of knowledge,
social education aims. Secondly, a large part Higher standards of life are achieved through
of our population, especially that living in the work of teachers, doctors, engineers, archi-
towns and cities, is left almost completely out tects, bankers, industrialists and a host of
of the influence of the programmes of social other specialised workers. The only means of
education. having the requisite number of specialised

That we have lagged behind in achieving workers is education and unless the country
the objectives of social education is clear from develops a passion for education, it will lack
the fact that fissiparous tendencies are still the essential instruments of progress and well- 
strong in us. Our people have not grown out being.
of their utter dependence on Government for An essential part of the new consciousness 
everything that needs to be done for their regarding the standards of life is the democra-
good. Violent and unruly methods of present- tic urge for equality of opportunity. Equality
ing and pushing forward one’s point of view c f opportunity is desirable not only among
are still rampant in the country, and literacy children of different parents from diverse
is proceeding at a slow pace. In the 14th year economic strata, but also among children of 
of our independence, we are still, by and large, the same parcnts. If the younger son of a 
an illiterate people, and at the present rate, it fami]y js in school and the elder due to 
will take us a very long time to liquidate circumstances has not had his schooling earlier, 
illiteracy and ignorance which are the greatest it should not mean an opportunity lost for 
obstacles in the way of social and material life. Thus, adult schools are necessary to give 
progress. the people of all ages the equality of oppor-

Whatever measure of social education we tunity which is demanded of the modern age. 
have is confined predominantly to the deve- In the coming years, the people of Delhi 
lopment blocks which are rural areas. The must build up their adult schools, not only 
towns and cities of India have not benefited general adult schools, but also vocational 
much from the programme of Social Educa- adult schools, 
tion. Cities like Bombay, and to some extent r, . ,  . . .  , .
Delhi, have, no doubt, achieved a measure of resides the acquisition of knowledge as 
success but these are the few exceptions to an essential nieans of building up higher 
the general lack of social education effort standaids of life. I have also mentioned 
among our urban and industrial population. ordeLrly social life as another essential means

to the same end. This is particularly im-
This lack of effort among our city and portant in the cities where life is so complex, 

town dwellers and among our industrial
workers is serious for two reasons. Firstly {Continued on page 20)
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Role of Adult Education in a Changing
World

The World Conference on Adult Edu- educational development. It might, there-
cation, which met in Montreal, Canada, fore, seem hopeless to look for principles of
, , . ,  . . , universal validity. Yet so much has the world

dealt m one of its Commission with the become a unity that there are many principles
role and content o f Adult Education. that hold good for all countries, whatever their
Here are excerpts from the report of the background and stage of development. We

. believe that adult education is a vital means
whereby the following ends may and should be

THE world has always been changing ; what promoted .
is new and unprecedented is the extent and w  The best in the traditional culture of 
the speed of change. The most important each country should be preserved and en- 

recent changes which affect adult education in banced, and people should be encouraged to 
all countries, although not necessarily in the feci pride and dignity in their own cultural 
same way and to the same degree, are : heritage. This is especially, but not exclusive-
i T , ly, true of those countries that are underaoing
• lechnological developments. rapid development. Not everything surviving

2. The consequent weakening, or even dis- from the past is worthy of preservation, and
appearance, of traditional cultures, especi- what should be kept raises the question of
ally in developing countries suddenly values, which will vary from one country to
exposed to urbanization and industrializa- another. This lack of unanimity is an advan-
tion. tage rather than otherwise, because a diversity

3. The changing position of women in cuhures enriches the world.
society, and of the family as an institu- (ii) People must be encouraged to under-

stand and promote change, to welcome and
4. The growth of nationalism as a powerful co-operate with it, recognizing the extent to

operative ideal, and the emergence of new which they themselves can shape and fashion
national states. it, or on the other hand, must accept it. Men

5 and women faced with changes which they do
le emergence of large power blocs, the not understand are likely to become bewilder-

Po ltical division of much of the world, the ed, resentful and hostile. Access to vocational
mense destructive forces which these training or retraining is one aspect of the edu-

lno-CS coramand because of techno- cational needs that spring from technological
Steal developments and a widespread changes,

fear of nuclear war.g - . (in) Every man and woman should have op-
nspue of this political division, techno- portunity for individual personal development
ogical, economic, social and cultural to the utmost of which he or she is capable,

developments have emphasized the essen- This requires, for everyone, the right to share
tial unity of mankind and the increased >n aU forms of the culture of the society to
nterdependence of the countries of the which he belongs. It also requires that adult
VOrld- education shall be carried on in a spirit of free

- WHh these chances in mind ;a u  enquiry, for it is only by having the power to

ss ssa s ir  ' he imT?f ~ i S X J i t
2 ^ ™  subject,—not object.10

tlohs fu°rding t0 lts history and tradi" (iv) In today’s world, international under- 
1 no the state of its economic, social and standing, mutual sympathy and tolerance of
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different points of view are more important she can most satisfyingly and creatively use his
than ever before. Adult Education is needed or her leisure.
to promote this understanding to combat (x) j n modern world the education of 
propaganda, whereby it is impaired, and to producer, by technical and vocational educa-
put every adult in the way of arriving at the tion, js generally well provided for because its
truth. The immense power of the mass media economic value is obvious. Less immediately
of communication is not always used with this obvious, but equally important, is the need for
end in view. consumer education, for an understanding of

(v) In no country is the educational <he basic economic factors are of immense
system perfect; through adult education, importance m the lives of ordinary people,
deficiencies in earlier formal education must be The foregoing are, in our view, valuable 
made good. purposes which can, and should, be promoted

through adult education in all countries. In
(vi) Everywhere there is a gap between the addition each country will have its own

specialists and experts on the one hand, and problems. It seems sometimes to be assumed
ordinary people on the other/though it is to that in the economically developed and educa-
be remembered that the man who is expert in tionally sophisticated countries the problems
one subject will certainly be a layman in many are few or none, that adult education is of only
others). Adult Education is a means of peripheral importance, and that the help which
bridging the gap. It can also be a means of UNESCO can give is minimal. None of these
creating better understanding between other assumptions is true. However, it is also true
divided groups in society, for example, between that the needs of the developing countries are
different generations. even more urgent—indeed spectacularly urgent.

There is a clamant need for education in
(vii) Every adult must be able to equip community living, in literacy, in adjustment

himself or herself to play as full a part as he or to the changes in social life that are wrought
she wishes to take in social and civic life. Adult by urbanization and industrialization. Some
education has a special concern to see that in 0f the developing countries can meet these
society there are not only the necessary trained needs from their own resources, and seek
personnel to meet the needs of that society, nothing from outside save sympathy and
but also that socially active citizens (les understanding. Many others, and in parti-
animatcurs, the active minorities) can cular countries in Africa and Asia which have
equip themselves to play an effective recently attained independence, must look to
and creative part in social life. There the developed countries for help of various
is a danger to the health of society if les kinds. We believe that this help the developed
amniateurs constitute a small and permanent countries should give generously, speedily, and
gioup ; th ough adult education them numbers unconditionally. Funds released through
will expand. . t must oe remembered that those disarmament should be devoted to a great
who are les ammateurs in one field of social expansion of adult education, and especially
activi ty will be amongst les usagers in many to heiping the developing countries of the
otneis. world.

(viii) Especially in communities where the In some parts of the world, and this is by
old patterns of family and economic relation- no means true only of the developing nations,
ships are changing with bewildering rapidity, problems of immigration and of migratory
women need help, through adult education, in labour face those who are responbsible for
understanding and fitting into the new order adult education with special tasks and special
ot things. Although this may be a more urgent opportunities. Immigrants must be helped to
need in some communities than others, it understand and find their contacts with the
applies in some degree to all. the society of which they havs newly become

work are gradually falling. Every adult should efficiently6^ ^  their new j ° bsihe ***■»*? - w a . bow s s  a r t  a
( 6 )



social standards appropriate to their new adult, learnt at school is partly out of date,
material standards, and certainly needs to be supplemented. This

will be even more true of the next generation. 
It is relevant to stress again that what is Adult Education alone can meet the needs of

new ’s the rate of change in this mid-twentieth our situation, and here and now it must be
century. Even twelve or fifteen years of full- accepted as a norma] and necessary part of
time schooling is inadequate equipment for the sum total of educational provision. That
ntty years of adult life ; what we, who are now is its role in a changing world.

TARGETS
Principles of Planning Health Education. (b) Collecting facts;

1- Planning for health education should be (c) Interpreting facts and drawing conclu-
an integral part of all health planning. sions ;

2. Sound planning will be rooted in sound (d) Applying conclusions to the carrying 
nealth facts and will apply these facts out of a programme ;
uiroughout the planning process.

a o , , . . (e) Evaluating results;
• oound planning will incorporate sound

principles and methods of education. **■ Planning should be only within the ability
4. Health and education need to march t0 execute-

together, neither encroaching on the other, 12. There should be flexibility and continuity
out both providing mutually reinforcing in planning, 
services.

5. Full recognition needs to be given to the I3' ^ rovisicm should be made for both short-
people among whom programmes are term and lon8-term programmes.
eing developed—-to their needs and in- 14. In planning a long-term nro°ramme of

iioraic setting SV w ch they"!!™' “ “ l5 f  T ' 0"' “T '  S"°l,!d *  all° WEd-Tn . . . y e ’ 15- In Planning, there should be close co-ope-
‘ o u?ing Pr°grammes we must recog. ration between official and voluntary 

health“  h ll rarcfay o f needs as we in public bodies. tary

£ 5 3 ?  16' “  • o discipliMS
7 r>Pnn, , . 17. All members of the health team should be

• reopie lor whom programmes are beine brought into the planning.
Planned should have a part in the plannins T ,, n- •  ̂ . .
thus making the situation one m whicli 18- Leadership is needed in the planning pro- 
there is planning with not for  the people.

8' !t is wise to start with the things that the 19‘ Programme planning for health educa- 
People themselves see as S l a n t  and a ’ ? erf- 18 need for administrative

9 have come to recognise as their problems. pad™ SUPP° ft a"d aCt‘Ve partici'

9’ nVel^of success11 ;j!nple thinss most. . By themselves these pricinples are mean-
oth^rti!- I  d then raove on t0 mgless; only if  they result in action can thev 
other things when success has been achiev- be o f value. an tlle7

1̂1 resources should be utlized which will Prof. Ruth E. Grout
foil ate Panning at different stages, as Extracts from  the report o f  the European 
(a, °nWS;  . Conference on Health Education o f  the

rJehning problems and setting g o a ls ; Public (W .H.O.)

m



ALL INDIA COUNCIL OF SOCIAL EDUCATION TO BE SETUP

CABE’s Recommendation the kind of society that was being established
in India,

The Central Advisory Board of Education, . „
which ended its two-day session in New Delhi ^he problems facing India were of peculiar 
on the 17th January ’61 recommended the nat«re- We must assure a minimum standard 
setting-up of an “ All India Council of Social of llfe to each one of its 400 million inhabi- 
Education. The Board also approved pro- lants, and provide equality of opportunity to
vision for grant-in-aid to voluntary organisa- them. There was no better way of doing this
tions conducting Adult Schools. than t0 ensure l^e maximum possible opportu­

nity to every individual to learn and profit by 
Evening Colleges it to the best of his ability.

The scheme proposed by the Union Educa- E)i\ Shrimali
tion Ministry for the setting up of evening jn ^  presjdentjal address on the 16th
colleges providing arts, science and profes- Jan the Education Minister, Dr. K.L. 
sional courses of the same standard as in day sh fim ’u> said the Government had decided to 
college^ was approved in principle. Tie launch in the Third Plan a scheme for corres- 
formation of a small committee to work out p0ndence courses and evening colleges. The 
the details was lecommended. Similarly, it Government proposed to make a modest
was suggested that a committee should be beginning by providing such facilities to 60,000
appointed to consider the scheme of corres- students of which 40,000 would be expected to
ponden.ee courses before a firm decision was join the evening colleges and 20)000 receive
m*-613, instructions from correspondence courses. Of

T . . p  the total number, 10,000 seats would be reser-
iraimng I ersonne Ved fQr scjence students at the evening colleges

The Board considered the importance of t s  ‘S S  °to ‘coTereducation and recommended that a special m arts, the scheme was expected to cover
programme should be promoted as a centrally- en universities and 110 colleges spread over 
sponsored scheme and funds should be alloca- the country In order to ensure good
fpd For thp nnmnip academic standards, it was proposed to make

the same teachers who would be teaching the 
The Board also recommended that greater relevant classes in day-time institutions

attention should be given to schemes for pre- responsible for the correspondence course,
primary education in the their Plan. The
Board felt that funds for this scheme should be * * *
made available both by the Centre and the
State Governments and voluntary organisa- Mill,TONG FUND
tions should be given assistance for its promo­
tion. The Centre should assume a greater The Mysore State Adult Education Council,
measure of responsibility for the training of an Institutional member of the Association,
personnel required for this programme. has contributed Rs. 500/- towards the building

fund. Ahmedabad city Social Education 
Equality of Opportunity Committee has donated Rs. 251/- for the

„  , ,  building.
Earlier, addressing the Board, the Prime

Minister, Mr. Nehru said that India could not The following are other donations received: 
reach the goal of socialism unless equality of Collections at Kandia Block,
opportunity and the basic necessities of life Pithora, Distt. Raipur ... Rs. 35/-
were provided to every individual. He said Shri q R P t n ,
the country could not make progress without bhri S.R. Suratwala ... Rs. 12/-
the greatest emphasis being laid on education. Small collections at other
fhe mm of education must be co-related to Centres ... Rs. 500/-

[ 8 ]



Where Shall We Look For Leaders?
Kumari Sushila Mehta

National Fundamental Education Centre, New Delhi

u  " “Well”, replied the worker, “ The first
Here in fictional style is presented the jj requirement for this programme is that some- 

true story o f how one village in Rajasthan one froTm >'ou should come forward to work as
sainprl „ i i ■ i , Gram Kaki. She should be ready to devote
Sa ed a G,a„ hah , and at the same three to four hours daily. She wcrnld initiate

tost an old prejudice.—Ed. jj items of this programme in ten homes at
____ ________  first.”

I N a tinv v illas in P-iiactnc c . 7 le women sat glum and looked at the
women had fathered t o ^ f w  tT  workf  J hey whispered to each other. “You

„ heard that in "the neighbouring' viTLe {he home” M§v f3m'ly ®nd. hf vy duty at

h r  r f -»„°be? ,f ' r L  ™"laTra.to foadoa1blT.Sma" bab>- Whe“ -  1 *“•unbearable, the women felt. Why not in this
\ S ! ? oThe, vd'age women requested the They whispered. They discussed. They 
th°men Social Education Worker to explain nodded at each other. No one had time daily 
thpv ch°8 them and tell them what f° 8° out a°d do the work for three to four
Jey snould do to have one in their village. hours- Impossible ! They talked. Then they

j he worker explained that the “ aram kaki” WCÎ  clu,et- 1° break the lull, the woman
X T ™ ,  kS emirely a v‘da8e women’s pri- W° lker g0t up and smiled‘ 
lo overLme th f la c k o ? ?  t W JaSthan> par*ly “Well« who is comin8 forward to work
for each village t L  idea S  8tT  | evJ ka 38 gram kakiin this villaSe ? 1 am sure there 
local village woman who find !  a£  a number of Public-spirited women in this
Willing to work as a gram kak®- th™ lastlc and V1,la8e- In the neighbouring village we had
Was then trained for 1  'S woman two women who came up for this work..
She wonM ti , • e month m a camp.
woman ° iaen, work in her own village. The The women were pushing and pulling each 
month. &CtS honoran,lm of Rs. 15/- per other to take up the challenge. There "was a

hubbub of noise. Suddenly, the noise stopped.
“ And what work she would dn?” o », i rbere w,as silence. 0ne youngish-looking 

hs women. -• o . asked woman slowly got up. All were watching her.
Tpi,- . Slowly, she moved up to the woman worker.

from the r ef d ,OUt the the list of items HaItlnSly she started = e 8ram kaki diary : <(T, „
y If you allow me...

Simn1! KCSS °.fhousehold and surroundings “ Oh! N o! N o !” The others protested.
p e beautification of houses The woman worker interrupted.

mp]e ideas 0f health and child-care “ Please let her finish...Yes...Well, go on..”

p S e r v S ° dS °f C°°king and food • “ff y°u will allow me to work, I will take 
Sew’ lt lip’ said the youn8 woman timidly.
The 11 ° f Si” ple guturents. “ Oh ! No ! No !” The others disagreed.

5’e items “1erLbstened carefully. They liked “ AH right, all right” . The woman worker
th ^ m e  jn th lhey wanted to have the pro- agreed.

° Horker to* ? iey implored The meeting dispersed. The question of
to start the work in their village. finding a worker was kept pending.

Ik
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After the meeting was over, the worker work in those houses. In a month s time,
met other women informally and tactfully she took up ten houses,
inquired, why they did not want this parti­
cular young woman to take up the work ? After a month, when the woman worker 
Some one whispered. “ Don’t you know ? again visited the village, Vijaya took her to
That Vijaya is a child widow !” see her work. The worker also invited other

„ women to go with her. They were so im-
“Well, what of that ? pressed by her work that some of them
“ Why, don’t you understand ! She is a requested Vijaya to come and help them in

child widow. She is inauspicious. If she improving their homes. They also agreed to
comes into our house, her inauspicious steps have Vijaya as the Gram Kaki, if she took
will ruin the prosperity of our homes !” care not to visit their homes at the time of

T , . , „ , , ., auspicious ceremonies, marriages, child-birth
I see > now  ̂understand, pondered the an(j festivals. This was agreed and Vijaya was

worker. formally appointed for the work of
That evening, Vijaya had invited the Gram Kaki.

woman worker to dine with her. After • , . .... ,
everyone had left, the worker went to Vijaya’s 1° E>e following months, the humility and
house and dined with Vijaya and her mother, hard work of Vijaya was appreciated on all
After dinner, Vijaya and her mother implored sides. In six months Vijaya became a popular
the worker to give Vijaya that work. The gram kaki, helping the village women in many
woman found that Vijaya was humble, different ways. All restrictions on her visits
sincere and enthusiastic. She thought over were removed. All welcomed her. She was at
the matter carefully and then she said last a true gram kaki.
musingly : »

“ It is a rule in this programme that the
gram kaki is one who is acceptable to all the r s J ( _______________________
women in the village...However, in this case, ~ ' I
I can see that the women here have some /  j j ave yOU bought ? I f  not, hurry up |
superstition about child widows. Now, that ” 1
is not your fault. We have to work tactfully / NEW PUBLICATIONS L
and see, if by good work, we can convince the £, n
women that you can be a good worker as a 1 j Community Organisation in /
gram kaki. C Social Education—Report n

“ If you feel confident that you can win 1 °1 the Xlth Seminar Rs. 2.00 £
over these women by your hard work, you C . .
can try. On a trial basis you can start your 1 2. Community Organisation in /
work. However, this is provisional. If the £ Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1.00 C
women do not agree then we will reconsider. j  3 ^  psycho]ogy /

“ I will give you one month’s trial without L —Dharmvir Rs. 5.00 <*
honorarium." 1 j

I 4. Social Education in Delhi t
lo this, Vijaya agreed. 1 ae worker ex- ^ —An Assessment (In Press) Rs. 6.00 1

plained to her how she should proceed. She /  /
should first take those homes, where the L 5. Celluloid in Indian Society ^
families knew her well and had no objections I —H. S. Bhola (In Press) Rs. 1.75 /
in her going there. She should first take up £ ‘ i
the items most needed by those families. “j  Available with 1

Next day, Vijaya went to work in earnest. L L
She and her mother first made their own house 1 Indian Adult Education Association 1
a model home. When her relations saw this, (  17.fi Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. I,
they wanted her to help in making their ^ £
bouses also like hers. Vijaya started her
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F o ru m

AGENTS OF CHANGE?
^ f\F  the various national building program- and programmes of Social Education. The

mes launched after our independence, question naturally rises in our mind as to who
Social Education is the most subtle and should be responsible for carrying out these

unhlrf>e'a K 1S, f°r inStance’ that programmes and the simples? solution that
I S ?  *4. r°ad bcmldl? ^ ° r improved agricul- seems to offer itself is to set up an official 

al schemes, Social Education can not be hierarchy to see that Social Education is 
measured by mileage and maunds. If sufficient done, 
miles of new roads have been built and bund- x . n  .
reds of maunds of improved seeds and chemical Government has taken upon itself to
fertilizers have been distributed, the elation of ?Ct as the asent ?f chanSe- Thls step was taken
the administrative hierarchy is generally so Up, aS ,an exPerimental measure. Should we
great that anyone who questions the achieve- not evaIuate and find out whether this measure 
ment on the ground that little educational pro- * aS rather than try to perpetuate it and 
cesses were involved is easily dubbed a cvnic u've ** 1 le ,sanctIty °f tradition ? Government 

n . , 3 has now been acting as an agent of change
nothina K Education, on the other hand, is for the last ten years. How far it has been

Sif8 S t e S S S  and s"
society he lives in. As such, it is difficult to ,• ■ ,
lay down easily visible and measurable targets ,,°c J r  Education is a lesser fry in the pond
to ‘check’ the workers and the success of the the Community Development Programmes,
programme. Let us see what has happened to the “maha-

S o c K S S  1  ^ v e t S s . S R S t e . X S
. change, is it necessary to lay so m iS f  empha T "  ^  ' V fbeginni"S < * •«"» .

Sls on setting up an official hierachy and a • A. distinctive feature of the programme as 
Pattern to bring about this change 9 is conceived has been its emphasis on

^ = " c o S 5 , ^ ^ “ d S =  r t r -
m praetice, given place to routine activ” 5 k d  k l  «  r , 5 £  1 tas bcen

P ro k c r° " a" y 'enMd “  ap-

S t a r t e d 0 l t o ^ r n<h" e!' S" ,tog “P ol' * ° ‘ < t  ' T  ' t e a s 8
!ing matches c o n s tn i r S ^  0rgamsinf  they were meant to educate and seek the
it “Communitu rontrp" g a r? om and call<ng willing participation of the peoole A few 
* n d S ? * ty, T  ’ ^ ‘Hg50^  youths quotations will do : P P A tew
vj ctllldren together, who sometimes clean

Iage ponds and streets and grow a few Agriculture
P ants of potatoes and tomatoes, and °ivine “ Various r,nvpmm«nt
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consequences of this neglect in some eases “ When the first supplies of powdered milk 
were painful.” " were received, she (the midwife) did not

have clear instructions about its distribu- 
Cooperatives tion. By the time the instructions were
“ A considerable section of the agriculturists received, the milk had deteriorated.” 
view them as an official outside organisa- Such incidents were a rule rather than an 
tion; as something alien to the village and exception.
not quite dependable.” As faf as thg democratic attitude of the
Sanitation drives officials is concerned, which they had set out
“ People participated in these drives more c!Jate among the masses> Dube’s analysis is 
in the spirit of compliance to the wishes to significant.
Government officials than with a deter- “Within the administration of the project,
mination to make and keep the village there was mostly a one-way channel of
clean. Another factor that motivated them communication, from the top down. There
was their desire to impress the visitor.” was considerable reluctance on the part of

those who administered the project to 
voluntary labour communicate their problems and grievances
“ Out of a random sample of 128 partici- to the state or national authorities. They
pants in a shramdan week only 31 had a were generally afraid that raising problems
clear idea or partial idea of the basic aims and difficulties too often would annoy the
of the movement,—the rest viewed it as a higher authorities who might begin to
form of beggar.” regard them as ‘obstructive’ or ‘trouble-
p  , . .  , , , m akers 'o r‘failure’.............. for this reason,
Jl ublic health  ̂ even wjjen i^ey directed from the top to
“ In the sphere of public health and sani- implement certain projects for which there
tation some significant steps were taken, was no locally expressed need and which
but they only touched the surface of the were obviously doomed to failure, the pro­
problem. They were far below the needs ject officials were unwilling to present their
of the community, and did not in any views openly.”
appreciable measure change the attitude Can we set up, or even conceive of, a more
and outlook of the people towards nutri- dynamic and democratic official hierarchy
tion, hygiene and health.” than the one provided Jby the Ministry of
This is a glimpse of the programmes meant Community Development ? 

to change and educate, undertaken by a well A® maintained earlier Social Education 
knit official hierarchy. It must be noted essentially deals with the change of mind,
that this is the result when the programmes outlook and behaviour. The agents of change,
were conceived, and planned by perhaps the f° r tb*s aspect .of the development pro-
most dynamic, fast-moving and free-from-red- grammes, most possess the qualities of devo-
tape ministry i.e. the Ministry of Community tion, ability to change, and respect for demo-
Development. What would have been the cratic values. The agency of change must be
story if the programmes were undertaken by ab ê 1° move fast, be free from red tape,
one of the other ministries with less of a take decisions on the spot, make quick
reputation for dramatic action ? changes in its budget and depend upon

and trust its workers. The superiors in rank 
The Ministry of Community Development should be friends and helpers of the workers

had taken steps to train the agents of change and not their bosses. Is it possible, in our
m extension philosophy, democratic planning present set up, to re-educate an official hier-
I' .d execution, freedom and exchange of ideas, archy to the extent that it becomes a suitable
i ne machinery was so planned that all red agency to bring about social change ? 

tape and delays could be avoided. But what Ti _ .. / .  ", ,
v. orker of the Ministry itself does not remem- . , st lon Haturaliy arises, then, which 
her pathetic incid nts of delays and undemo- *s a -!1 ‘ b e *£ency f°,r instllIl,ngnthe values of
cratic attitudes of superior officials ? I may be So^r 1 Education in the people. My answer
allowed to quote, again from Dube’s study : ( Continued on page 20 )
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Folk High School Movement in Scandinavia
K. B. Anderson

AdSi, “'! l ° , f thc S0C” 'S' >; wh,c|i- i t  exists, avoid immobility. The knowledge which adult

«“ e ° ° c “ fs,“ “  s : s ? “ ,d be rasd fci a h—nme. Consequently the subject of this article T , , .  . , ,
1S not the folk high school movement in • >■ addition to the knowledge, the indus- 
general, but as seen against the background of trialized and mechanized society of today also 
conditions in Scandinavia today demands personal activity and personal
(o Wha, society demaitds ftom the movement * S £ f f i £ .  on Z S S & f l & g U g

. ed to counteract these effects place a new task
tin 1 c demand 1S h°r knowledge, for educa- on adult education. If a person who does 
ion, tor facts. This demand is today stronger not find use for his activity in his work spends 
nan ever before. Democratic society is built his ever increasing leisure time passively 
pon citizens with sufficient knowledge to be receiving, as the age of broadcasting and tele- 

jn_; , . .  tak.e Part>, Wlttl responsibility and vision invites him to—where then shall we «et 
wh-vn ’ft-,"1 ,the c°nddct of the community in the living, responsible citizens on which 

tney live. It is an illusion to believe modern democracy will have to build 9

£ S £  »  « »  P O ^on  or the folk high
minimum of knowledge is required in order to school movement in Denmark in the light of 
hve up to the demands which democratic cation ? demands on modcrn adult edu- 

ciety makes. It was, incidentally, as ares- T . ,
Ponse to this that the folk high school came . beyond doubt that in its early days 
nto existence a little more than 100 years ago m the lasJ <^ntury the folk high school had 

when the absolute monarchy in Denmark was f rf,at social effects. In all parts of the country 
replaced by democratic rule. The citizens must fo‘k scho°l students were in the front rank 
nave so much knowledge that they “feel at w . campaigns were started in practically all 
tome ’ in the surrounding society; that they are social !?e,ds- They worked for political demo- 
“undent, that they have the necessary qualifi- cracy- for the building up of the co-operative 

b iiv ns t0 be able t0 exercise their responsi- movement, for educational and religious 
"ues as administrators of democratic society. reedoni' The awareness of these social effects 

j , 1 ls minimum of knowledge is not only probably accounts for the interest in the high 
ceSsary for the'well-being of the individual, school ideas displayed by countries which are® 
>s also necessary for social progress. A at Present tn the initial stages of social, politi- 

, rson who feels inferior to the problems ca and econ°mic development. 
h e S S S  u1ncer!ain ar;d insecure and will be However, the folk high school has not been 
for a ,n.">_ holding back, when the time comes able to maintain its central place as the start- 
ne. . df.CISIons- He becomes neutral. And mg power. The reasons for this are many 
the '1- • a®way? tan t a mounts to accepting and they are not all of them easily described, 
hsU'i?X!StIn̂  s?c‘a  ̂ pattern, to favouring the bu* possible to explain a few of them.

practice instead of breaking new ways. At thc time when the folk high school 
t h e i n?Wledge’ however> is not sufficient. If ideas penetrated Danish society, the farmer 
it ' e is to be true adult education then class was making its way forward. The high 
s0m!?uSt be an education which starts scho°l was thereby so strongly attached‘to 
Piohi 8’ whlch gets people engaged in tins part of the population, that' up to now, it 
essen*CnvS' Chr- Kold- who gave, in all has in turn been difficult for it to reach beyond 

' HPals, the Danish folk high school the { Continued on page 17 )

\
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How School Co-operatives Train For Work
in Yugoslavia

1 the Republic of Croatia in 1955 and 1956.

rp H E  Social cduca.ion and training for ^ c s t o g  w'aysd TmCphr o v in r kedLa°,iofi,"adl
1  work of the younger generation n FNR ™ er' es“ S ^ T lv e  Jertata problems : ensuring

Yugoslavia is considered of great imp r attendance at school; making additional
tance, and it is compatible with the current income avaiiab]e; affording the opportunity 
efforts of a socialist country trying o eve op participation in productive work; up-to-
econom.cally where the majority of its i dateP a icPltural an§ collective education, 
zens are included m the life of society and sQs on> The first results pleased the
have certain responsibilities. teachers and the cultural organizations. It

For this purpose, a general school pro- was ev;dent tiiat the children liked joining co­
gramme already exists for eight years of operatives, and that these could be useful in
elementary schooling of a general cultural solving not only the specific problems for
character.1 In the educational system, whjch -^ey had been created, but also others
apart from natural sciences, domestic 0f a very different and more complicated
economy and other subjects, it is considered nature> p or these reasons, numerous co-
particularly important for the pupils to parti- operatives were established not only in
cipate in manual work, “ the bases of general Croatia but in other republics as well,
technical education” (work which is extra-
curricular or done as part of the programme in During the course of April 1958, the
workshops); the acquisition of certain agri- Federal Institute for the Study of Pedagogic 
cultural techniques; visits to factories and so and Cultural Questions in Belgrade sent out 
on. The study of contemporary socialism is various questionnaires concerning the scope, 
important for social education ; a knowledge aims, programme, organization, direction and
of culture and civlization is stressed ; and educational results of various existing pupils
different forms of free extra-curricular acti- co-operatives. It was found that 1,360 school 
vities are arranged by pupils’ organizations co-operatives were working successfully, under 
under the children’s own direction ; there are a variety of names (pupils’ co-operatives, 
also several forms of collective class organi- school co-operatives, pioneers’ co-operatives, 
zations and autonomous unions of pupils. etc.), with 192,000 members; and that moie 

It can, therefore, be seen that forms of were being established, 
teaching other than the classroom are used. Detailed questionnaires were submitted to 
Experience acquired in recent years, during 229 co-operatives. Interesting results were 

“experiments made as a basis for the school obtained,
reform, has shown that these additional out- At thg end Qf 1957.58j many newiy created
of-school and extra-curricular acivi co-operatives were already working. Accord-
a definite role to play in ed!It -fnl0!1nH 1112 to information received, there were 2,574
particularly in social education and training pupUs, co.operatives or similar organizations
oi wolk- jn Yugoslav elementary schools, or 18 co­

operatives for every 100 schools. Out of this 
The first pupils’ co-operatives appealed in number there were 1,189 in eight-year schools,

1. In Yugoslavia, by primary or elementary or 49 for every 100 schools, 
education is meant eight years free and compulsory . , t, p ,i .  nro„
education of a general type, available for all children t At the beginning, the work Ol tlleSC t g
from 7 to 15 years of age. An educational reform is nizations showed different tendencies. Some
at present being carried out. There still exist schools co-operative organizations, composed ofa  “ S  wi?M to establish children's cccpera-
in the system as district schools of a central elementary lives working along the lines of agricultural 
(8-year) school. organizations, mainly with the intention ot
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educating future members. Others wished to with the greatest yield. They also produce
create new courses for future farmers in the flowers, industrial and medical plants, and
elementary schools. There was also a tendency wine ; they deal with the breeding of poultry,
to undertake co-operative activities for com- pigeons, cattle, rabbits, silk-worms, bees, fish;
mercial or financial reasons (for the sale of they cultivate fields, grow cereals, and deal
books and school materials, savings clubs and with re-afforestation,
similar pursuits). Other co-operatives were
organized by the children in schools for As alreacJy mentioned, some co-operatives 
certain cultural and physical activities, and assume responsibility for the purchase of books 
took the place of pioneer organizations. and school materials (especially in remote

districts). Other co-operatives make them- 
Because the co-operatives were established selves responsible for a variety of repair work 

for different reasons and purposes, they have and collect old material, medical plants and 
developed along different lines, and none of forestry products ; they print and circulate 
them follows the same pattern or has the same letters and papers ; they organize the distribu- 
programme. Out of the 2,574 organizations tion of theatre and cinema tickets, etc. Diffe- 
quoted for 1959, 4% were organized mainly rent groups for re-afforestation work, and for 
for agricultural purposes, 22% were dealing the repairing of roads, are organized ; and 
with industrial manual production in school help is given at harvest time to various agricul- 
Workshops, and 12.7% were selling school tural bodies, 
books and classroom equipment or oreanized -  . , , . ,,
as savings clubs. 16 6% of the co-operatives Excursions, lectures, and similar activities 
were established for sundry reasons, and 9.1% are or§anised for the members of theco-opera- 
W'ere set up to organize the productive work of tives-
pup’' s‘ One of the main activities is to make orna-

These school organizations are now pupils’ cental objects for the home and school, toys, 
pioneer organizations, which means that they electrical instruments and so on. 
deal with free extra-curricular activities in Members of the co-operatives do their acri- 
primary schools, where with the aid of teachers cultural and other work chiefly in their free 
and other adults different forms of productive time, out of school hours, in small units 
, ,or are organized by the children and under (called a group or section), the head of which 

en own direction. is a chosen pupil ; and sometimes with the
Individual schools can decide, voluntarily, help of a sPecialist adult adviser.

2 * * 5 “  ,!hff c°-°Perat>ves shall include mem- They are autonomous, and decide the work 
s of all classes or only the older ones. they will undertake ; they dispose freely of
Usually co-operatives encourage one or financial resources, decide how the co-

Severa] activities of a productive nature and °Peratives shall be run, what committees and 
0r?anize cultural activities which help to ini- meetings wdl be held, what management com- 
Ptove the basic knowledge of members as well m,ttees will be established, who will be the 

their economic education ; for instance, a sllPei visors, piesioents, etc. These autonomous 
Pl°t of ground is made available for experi- 1DS | utions, composed entirely or partly of 
Cental work ; useful social activities are piipi s> can choose teachers, parents and 
undertaken to meet the needs of the co-opera- vanous experts to help, but usually the 
' lve itself; co-operation with other agricultural “ ai!aSement committees are assisted by adult 
^tablishments and adult organizations are a U ie iso n y- 

icbuiaged ; the sale of goods made or Most co-operative societies have ruies
iear/ ' c; d  by the members is organized; they similar to the rules of adult co-operatives • no
tier,1 to ,deal wBh their own financial transac- special attempt has been made to adopt these

1S and management. rules.
re§ar(h  their contribution to the co- Various solutions are used in the distribu

O p e r economy> a number of school CO. tion of the material gains result in a from the
iii th Vfs grow crops ° f  vegetables and fruits productive work. Sometimes the" profits are

e school gardens, concentrating on those used for the improvement of the co-operative,
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for the improvement of the cultural work of agricultural organizations, and other applica- 
the school, or for excursions, and a small tions of science, such as artificial manure etc 
part is set aside as a reward for the best
members. While the cooperatives are relatively new,

jjj progress has been achieved as a result of their
example. Certain co-operatives which have 

It has been noticed that the primary school existed for more than a year have obtained 
pupils who are members of co-operatives, as 1: % better results on their own experimental 
far as a comparison can be made between ground than ' several individual agricultural 
members and non-members, have acquired producers in the same area. This incites 
considerable knowledge and certain habits people to seek constantly for new methods of 
which are particularly valuable for their work; work, to discuss the significance of new 
and their behaviour has greatly improved. techniques and to organize collectives.

For the pupils themselves the co-operatives The work accomplished in co-operatives, 
have proved interesting. Here they have learn- especially in the agricultural field and also in 
ed to work and produce ; children try to find school workshops, attracts more pupils to this 
interesting and useful pastimes, and willingly type of productive activity durin? the course 
take part in such activities : they also like the of the year, 
competitive spirit.

, . . Directors of schools who were asked, by
through the co-operatives, pupils can J,earn the Federal Institute for theStudyofPeda- 

about the basic (acts of production (the choice gogic and Cultural Questions, to comment on 
of articles, the preparing of plans and projects, changes noticed as the result of their work in 
. purchasing or iaw materials, the prepara- the co-operatives, stated thai “members of 

tion or remaking of goods for sale, marketing co-operatives are different from other pupils,
and the distribution or financial resources, etc.) they participate willingly in the organization
—matters which they can then study further of work, “ they learn to organize quickly and
in school, with the help of adults. They also in time, and develop good habits they
develop their mental and physical forces. become accustomed to collective work, they

Each participates according to his capa- obtain knowledge of agricultural and handi-
cities in the organized phases of the work crmt pioduction, and economic activities”, etc. 
dealing not only with one type of operation Working in co-operatives also helps the pupils 
but gradually le.irning everything necessary for develop qualities which will be of use to 
agriculture and handiwork. " them mter in their professional life. This does

not mean that they need necessarily all turn to 
This is important for the younger genera- agriculture. But, through their participation

tion, because traditionally many of them chose in co-operative activities they learn more about
intellectual vocations and began to despise themselves and their individual capacities, and
physical and productive work. This was due this makes it easier for them to decide their 
to theoretical and intellectual orientation, in own future. A basic knowledge of “ how to 
the past. work” is a help in all professions.

Productive work of an agricultural nature IV
is very suitable for social education and train- r- .1
ing for work in a cooperative economy. On Fiom the experience gained, it has been
the one hand, children learn to do simple Possible to note that productive work in
physical work, which to adults may seem an co-operatives and similar bodies gives a 
anachronism, but which enables them to form broade''education than it is possible to give 
a picture of the primitive work accomplished Wlth other educational methods, 
in past phases of man's productive efforts (the ft may be said that changes have already 
pulling of weeds by hand, the use of the hoe, been observed in primary schools. The inten- 
etc.). This kind of work, however, contributes sity of the change depends on many factors 
to the psychological development of girls and but especially on the methods which teachers 
boys of primary school age. On the other use.

seen̂  fn ̂ ™̂ ê rê at̂ l̂̂ ĥ î,of̂ heD̂ jpiIsltoâ he 
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j o n e m S ;  «  Punc.uali.y, self,
and the community as a whole which Hn <;ntlc!?m> care of their property, habits of
fluences their views about society ’ " ^ f ness’ etc‘ Jt bas aIso been noted thatsociety, pupils can reason with more maturity—“one

Co-operatives enable the pupils to establish InHai t r^iaf-°lleCtlXe sp irit”’ their views on 
their own role in the world Sot only in the chan*e ™ ny pupils have
school from an educational point of view but 611 parents to join as members”

n r o ^ , i r PtS l re being madet0 — age
ally leads to the development of a new attitude are h 10 'jaraps’ and other activities

1 heit— «  S *  «  £
enthusiasm of teachers and pupils for co-opera- 

TtiA , - , . tives is increasing; but we are still not under
interesting to nund?8 it” ® Ct°-°perative is *h-?,,1Il!sion,fhat they are a magic wand, which 
Jack to the sd J S l i o s e  w K ^ r L ^ a w a ^ !  ed^ational problems.
carrvThr,!''  ̂k ? er1 c?ns' d̂ e d  too old. Some —fr o m  m a ter ia l su p p lied  b y  U N E SC O
acmL I ° Ugh t0 the,r middle sch001 the habits r , . , PP *quired m co-operatives in elementary E d u ca tio n a l C learing H ouse , Paris.

ducbve’ for.lnsta”ce’ they request certain pro­ductive work in these schools also, encourage

Management ̂ and Ton.° A good many p S  F° “  H‘GH SCHOOL MOVEMENT
M V,"age,. who remain % “ r aa“i P“^  ,N SCANDINAVIA

similar^o^ganizatimis^Vou'ng^comperadves ‘ page 13)
A number 'o f  middle' school 'p u p ih 'a f d 'lE  the* ° n SS' ,This a8ai“ had ,he e®=ct that, as 
E ger codeague, from C a m e lry  s c h ^  T .

pioprieted class, wishing to maintain condi- 
Life in co-operatives a f f o r d s  ti^  T l tions as they were, the high school passed

» developing £ lteS “t *  t r f f n f r  !  K p S  ‘S 8h 3 “ <
t'ons amongst pupils; it also develops criticism e s l S  ,• J hlS ,1S one of the many
t ud self-criticism. Teachers have Pnoted that wnrM nf J,1Ch ,Can be f°und in the Western 
Sfep^Pauionship is stronger”, “older pupils hecnm llcb and strong traditions which may
S 2 *  *  consider*,io'n of the y o ^  S h o p m e n P *  tha‘ tamper
d0 no; a cntlcal attitude towards pupils who

ip is s s
to°listen T K  S 3  X s f i  

bletns h i  .re are> course, always pro-

SSEfeSSH®
ahd teach**0® t0 lbe observation of directors —from material supplied by UNESCO

ers’ the members of co-operatives Educational Clearing House, Paris.
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O mit Town

Letter From Labutta
Htin Fatt

| soons from the turbulent Ywe that disgorges 
Labutta, on the eastern bank o f the itself into the Bay of Bengal twenty miles to 

y,..„ n? „ . i , * tae south. Then, as now, it was a centre for
Yne, about 95 miles south-west o f coastal fishing and salt boiling.
Rangoon, is the southernmost town o f

_,• > „„ , „ r i . The orthodox method of salt-boiling is toBurma s rich delta area, bounded to the concentrate brine in tanks formed at the
west by the Ngawun (Bassein) River, and water's edge by the bunding of open fields,
to the east by the Irrawaddy and Toe much like rice-fields. To produce a bigger
Rivers. The Burmese writer, Htin Fatt, y ' f A  tasbes of b“rntt mangrove stumps are
. added to the concentrate, which is then boiled

descubes below how the town has kept in iron pans. Attempts are now being made
pace with developments over the past to replace fire-wood with fuel-oil for the
century. furnace. The next step will be to use electric

furnaces, but at present electricity is not 
.. -- -------- cheap.

E , , nvr , D T u , The salt industry in its present magnitude
\ ENi to the Burmese, Labutta^ sounds as js a post-war creation. Formerly, “Liverpool” 
exotic as Laputa of Gulliver s Travels . salt held sway in this area. Makers of ngapi 

. . Ehouame is entirely un-Burmese. In fact, (fish-paste) preferred it to local salt since the 
lt *s J Mon name. In the Delta there are four latter contains a high percentage of magnes- 

place-names in the labut series: ium sulphate that tends to hydrote the ngapi.
Labuttalok, Labutkala, Labutpya and g ut during the second World War, when no 
Labutkwe, which together with a host of “Liverpool” salt was available, some enterpris- 
equaily strange names, remind one of the ing peop]e revived the o]d indust and t ‘d
domination of the Mons in southern Burma a Labutta is supplying more than one-third of 
few centuries ago. The Mons belong to the Burma’s total needs in salt.
Tat-Chtnese family of races. Historically, they
were a great people who founded Thaton in Fish and salt, both nature’s gifts from the 
Tanessarim and contributed much to the sea, favoured the rise and growth of the ngapi, 
civilization of Burma since the pagan period dried fish and dried prawn industries. Ngapi 
(2nd-13th centuries A.D.) The modern Mon is made from small shrimps, salted, sun-dried 
now inhabits the Tanessarim coastal strip. and pounded to the required consistency with

Now “ labut” in Mon means “ canal ” £fStle an?  mOTtaT °Pei;ated b5 Pedal action, n  i cV  .La y7i ” 1V TV meansr .I canal- Now, of course, machines run bv electricityElders say that the present Sagy.n Chaiing, a have taken their place. ^y electricity
creek flowing past the western end of the
town into the River Ywe, was formerly a Ngapi is to the Burmese what cheese is to 
canal. “ Ta” means “ toddy-palm.” Not the Westerner. Its high calcium content—1.5 
many palm trees are in evidence today, but in to 2.5 per cent compared to 0.12 per cent in 
former times they almost lined the 4-mile long milk—makes it a good substitute for milk to 
road running from Labutta to Labuttalok, which the average Burmese is not yet accusto- 
along the Sagyin Chaung. med.

- ^ eV hue Briti ’h annexed southern Burma Forty years ago skate, ray, saw-fish and 
in 1852, Labutta was a tmy hamlet, a haven shark were caught within sight of Labutta 
for fishermen taking refuge during the men- You rarely get a catch of them today lS i
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kakuyan (Indian salmon), much prized when more. In my younger days, Labutta used to 
it is dried, is still plentiful. Beektie and hilsa hold two festivals each year at the Tawa- 
are also the kind of fish for which Labutta is deintha Pagoda, also in the Eastern quarter, 
known. Turtle eggs are still collected from one in July to commemorate Buddha's ascen- 
the sandbanks at the mouths of the Ywe and sion to the abode of nats (gods) to preach the 
Pyamalavv Rivers. Sole, cuttle-fish and Abhidhamma (Buddhist metaphysics) and the 
mackerel are sometimes caught. other in October to commemorate His descent

t n„ - i t  „ , to earth. At the Tawadeintha Pagoda there is
In 1886-87, with the annexation of northern a structure with a 200-foot Iona, 50-foot high

Burma and the opening of the Suez canal, flight of stairs. In July, devoteei brought the 
Indian labour was imported with a view to Buddha statue up to the top of the stairs and
extending paddy cultivation. Mangrove laced u on a pedestai. in October, it was
swamps were cleared of jungle, and paddy brought down t0 a temple built at ground level, 
lands appeared in their place. There was a ° . , , . , . .
land boom. Within a few decades, what was The July festival also marks the begin ,i g 
once a fishing village grew into a small town. °£, Buddhist Lent, when devotees m r e

offerings to the monks and keep sabbath, lhe 
During the war, some of the lush rice-fields October festival, marking the end of the Lent, 

relapsed into jungle for lack of man-power to is known as the Lighting Festival, held 
FePair bunds in inundated areas. Even so, throughout Burma. In olden days, sesamum- 
Labutta’s contribution to rice production, oil was used for lighting. Later, tlte Burma 
which can be estimated roughly at two-thirds Oil Company’s candles proved popular. -Now 
°f the pre-war level, is no mean effort. A that electricity has been laid on, the whole 
special officer under the rural development town is usually illuminated at night on the 
Programme is now superintending the construe- festive occasion. But the townspeople no 
tion of new bunds for many thousand acres of longer bring the statue up and down the flight 
land beginning from this paddy season. of stairs which represents the road to the

In the twenties, two rice mills sprang up at abode of nats.
! ? ! ° S-Ieenl s f  l'ie, tOWQ' j ^ j nCe 1948, four No ]onger ajso are there boat races in 

nee mills have been added to the original September. In olden days, fishermen from the 
lt er‘ Less production, and yet more mills . coast; at the end of the season’s work, came to 
olri come • Tlie reason is this. In the good Labutta, literally loaded with money. In their 
eith mSRan rice foi export was milled light-hearted, holiday mood, they held boat 
caterino " p 00 o r Bassem, the two mills races, for the Ywe usually calms down at this 

I f  t l l Z  ° h i neef ,N0W 311 nce ,S time of year. There was not much gambling 
f i o ^ r  f JLabutntra; w hethcrforh°meconsunip- then. But later, many bookies appeared in 

° n or for export. town. Hence boat rac*s had be g jnned>

rect?oen Piie K1‘ t(he-Se!;baCkSOf T  f d inSUr' The old monasteries or Laydatkyaung, 
In the ioo?bUtta »s thriv'ng w 11 a"d growing, jawyakyaung, Wakyaung, Kamahtankyaung 
on thp 92 census, our house was the last one and Bodhikyaung, where successive generations 
does nnt rreci?r^s' Bs number, tf my memory 0f flshermen gained the rudiments of educa- 
there wa* lust j^O- In 1931, tion, are still flourishing. Laydatkyaung is an
Now a  e’f  a )̂<?ut L000 households all told, institute of higher learning for the Pali language 
coverin'ef^°Wri ias 2r?wn to un enormous size, and tbe scriptures. It turns out annually 

g tour or five times the area of 1931. student-monks who excel in the dharma (Law).
a f f » c'alIy> the growth of industry does not . . .  , ~  ̂ .
S ct Labutta very much. Perhaps that is . Although Labutta was made a township
to n lISe the change is gradual. People still go durinS uthe, first1̂ 0/1rJd ’ had no 80Vern' 
tL th,e Sutaungpyi (Wish-fulfument) Paaoda in rnent sch° o1 u“td ! 948f’ AU that ousted were 
sion Western quarter to pray on festive occa- two private schools of the vernacular primary 
> s> and an ancient pagoda, recently Af!er independence, a State-recognized
p l a t e d  and gilded, has come to life in the middle school was established It has now 

astern section 8 grown into a State High School with over five
a ' hundred students on the rolls. But it has no

ut alas ! the Tawadeintha festival is no building of its own. The residents of the town
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are now pressing the authorities to provide a SOCIAL EDUCATION AND ITS FUTURE 
proper school building. (Continued from page 4)

As you see, Labutta is fast developing, and where so many human beings come in 
Right now there is much talk of a new venture, such close contact with one another that any 
Under the rural development programme, a few lapse from orderly behaviour leads to serious 
coconut plantations have been established consequences.
around the town and in Pyinsalu village, about It is necessary that the people should join 
25 miles south-east, where the soil is good for together in groups to promote literacy, to 
coconut. If these prove successful, coconut-oil establish and utilise adult schools, to develop 
extraction may become Labutta’s new industry, libraries, to build up youth organisations and 
The oil will be used to can fish, fish-paste and to do a host of other things that go under 
fish-sauce in Labutta itself, instead of sending the name of social education, 
them off to be packed in Rangoon, as we are If community effort and community sacri- 
obliged to do at present. (UNESCO) fice are fully mobilised, the present difficulties

can be overcome. What is needed is to rouse 
the people to a crusade against ignorance, illi-

AGENTS OF CHANGE ? ,eraCy ‘ “d S° C‘alm (From a speech delivered at the lnaugu-
( Continued from page 12 ) ration o f the Social Education Week

in Delhi.)
would be the people themselves. Let the ivinDADif (nrtiMTturtsTind
voluntary agencies, the emerging people’s MQRARJI DESAI COMMENDS
institutions i.e., the panchayats and the co- LITERACY PROGRAMME
operatives, the established educational institu- The Social Education Department of the 
tions, i.e. the universities, the colleges and the Delhi Municipal Corporation celebrated its 
schools and people’s own organisations, how- ] 2th Annual Day on the 10th of January ’61. 
ever small they may be, do the work. The Union Finance Minister, Mr. Morarji

A few d e b ts  may ,r« e  in the mind regard- CS i 8^ s K inL ed  lor
greater emphasis in titerac, programme for,he

answer t o  clear this doubt would be, / /  the e d u c a t ,0 “  /  . u ° i  , ' L  a  *
people are not ready the people 's servants arecducated Dobody e,se col,ld remam

also not ready. But a positive approach 1 1 ef,  • repreUed th_t the nercenta«e of
would be the one we have decided to follow in Mr' Uesai regretted that the percentage ot
the case of de-centralisation of power. 1“ ? P elkhl 40‘. *1 J ou'd not

i be difficult to banish illiteracy in Delhi, because
It is known that the panchayats are not yet it is a compact urban territory. He suggested 

ready to shoulder the entire reponsibility of that an extra allowance be given to 9000 
village development. Still the responsibility is teachers in the Capital for their active parti­
being given to them, as this is perhaps the cipation in the literacy programme, 
quickest approach to make them read}. The * * *
same principle can .be applied to voluntaiy The Training Course on workers’ education 
agencies and educational institutions. and gocjaj Educationjn urban areas organised

Another doubt that may be expressed by the Indian Adult Education Association 
would be that there are not enough voluntary continued in the month of January. The 
atiencies. There may not be at the moment but course was concluded on the 11th of Feb. 
steps can be taken to build up such agencies The month was devoted to practical lessons 
and the ones that exist may not be allowed to on how to conduct literacy classes and orga- 
wither away. It is common knowledge that nise Adult schools. Lecturers from the Jamia 
the Government, if it wants, builds up huge Millia Teachers Training Institute took part in 
institutions overnight. I think it is also possi- the course to demonstrate practice teaching, 
ble to encourage and build up people’s Talks on how to conduct meetings, hold 
institutions.. election etc. were also given to the trainees.
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11 ® T h i n k  A b o u t -------------— -

Controversial Issues

H°trove1-sialhe e£ L or haadle co.n- wuel> attended, and there has been no criticism
î Qiipc Hp int a ^Should controversial that the programme is “ playin^ politics” or

,i„n program^ f  rodu“ ‘1 a  “ «al educa- taking sidea on c o n tro v e n ia S e ?
n  . Another programme regularly conducts dis-
une social educator regularly conducts CUSSI°n groups on controversial issues. The 

- T ? on controversial issues. He is very issue is carefully phrased, so that it does not 
siHpc f?uSee t l at  ,eadl.ng spokesmen for all favor either side. The discussion leader is 
talk u  , Issue? are given an opportunity to trained to keep discussion moving and to
The HC ta k,s..wuh the speakers beforehand. avoid expressing his own views. He is also well- 
is . responsibl !ty of the program, he explains, grounded in helping the group to carry on 

-  give people an the in f o r m a l  they need disciplined thinking, so that it does not jump 
on J r ;  resp£nsi.ble and informed decisions t0 opinionated discussion without first eather- 

matters affecting them. Speakers are asked ing a backlog of facts.

information ^as^pos^bir^^The T UĈ i, âctual . Education for responsible citizenship is an
expected to exolain whv spe,ake ŝ are important part of social education. What are
they have! They m i t t dfeC'ded as other i» which the social educator may
led them to their dSsions T h l ^ f  l  that approach controversial issues which citizens uicu uecisions. lhe forums are must face and solve ?
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!  C O M R A D E . . . .  i
l l
S The Megh Slate Roll’uP B]ack Board is the truest comrade of )

S f  Social Workers for the following reasons : S

k B i B B  It can be rolled up and down at the workers' will. (
{ SBiSiMtflH It can be carried from one place'to another without any difficulty ^

It can be hung anywhere against the wall or the tree-trunk. j
l  lllpipprN  \ II can I*3 written on distinctly with Chalk and can be cleaned S
< with duster very easily. /

S J  Jt can be USed before, during and after any lesson. >
S 11 works like a true comrade in all the difficult situations that a J
{ Social Worker has to face. S
‘ It can serve as a Newspaper in the Social Activities. ^

<) J °r f urt^er 'nf on>,a!’on please write to : j

} M eqh Slate Factory Private L td . (
) Post Box No‘ 24, lJ BARAMATI (Poona) India. |

l N O W  M E T R IC  S Y S T E M  IN P O S T  O F F IC E S  l
l  SINCE FEBRUARY 1st, ALL POSTAL TRANSACTIONS HAVE CHANGED 1 
} OVER TO THE METRIC SYSTEM. SOME OF THE IMPORTANT REVISED k 
[  POSTAGE RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS : . £

]  INLAND FOREIGN 1
7 LETTERS LETTERS t
/  First 15 grammes 15 nP First 20 grammes 30 nP /
7 Each additional 15 grammes 10 nP Each additional 20 grammes 20 nP Jj

L PACKETS PRINTED MATTER, ETC. [
1 First 50 grammes 8 nP First 50 grammes 12 nP 1
k Each additional 25 grammes 3 nP Each additional 50 grammes 6 nP (,

t  pARCF.I S Minimum charges for commercial /
1 ' ' nA . so nP papers and samples 30 nP k/  Each 400 grammes or part 50 nl H I

7 AIR SURCHARGE FOR PACKETS 7
C For each 10 grammes or, part 4 nP £

| For details and other rates, please consult any post office 7
^ POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT k
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GUILDERS OF NEW MClft

guide to

To the children o f Janoli village in the Kumaon Hills of Uttar 
Pradesh, a d r e a m  h a s  come true, thanks to Gram Sevika Maya Devi.
Till Maya Devi came oh the scene, the children had been woe­
fully neglected. After her advent, not only have the children 
learnt to read and write but also to sing and make beautiful toys.

Zealous sod a l  workers lik e  Moya Devi m e  b rin g in g  about a 
silent revolution in the c o u n try  by  guiding women and children 
to 0 h a pp ie r and h e a lth ie r l i f e . B y m in in g  th e  children, th e y  
a re  he lp ing  to  b u ild  a New Ind ia .

fi T H E  P L A N

1 PIEWTY AND

I { tfo n & fo w ifrS a vep iit
DA «o/6l6
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Voluntary Organisation V d ‘ XXI1 Mareh Ne 3
and Women's Education Democracy and Social Education

■w- . "PLANNING means organisation of available resources for
M exico Reclaims Her a balanced development towards a social goal. It pre-

'Forgotten" Villages . supposes a social goal. In case of India, the social goal
is a democratic society ensuring each individual equality of 
opportunity for developing himself to his best self. If that be 

U niversity  R esposib ility  ^ e. case’ means that Indian planners believe in developing a 
and  O o o o rtu n itv  in citizenry who understand their problem and are able to take

t-, , decision for their own benefit. For democracy cannot succeed
A au it E ducation  . unless we have an informed, understanding and discriminating

people. Ignorant people and democracy go ill together. In 
the circumstances, it should be reasonable for us to expect 

O ur Town that India’s development plan will provide for a large scale
programme for the education of the masses. Unfortunately, 
the first two plans suffered from this deficiency with the 
consequent failure to reach targets in practically all spheres. 
It was hoped that in the Third Plan this imbalance would be

FrilfTOWiAf nirkAir.™ rectified but, alas, we find that while provision for many
EDliORIAL BOARD so-called productive things have been doubled or trebled, for

Social Education it has been reduced. What does it mean ? 
Is it an indication of a trend or an oversight ?

Dr m s >.■ Reduction in the provision for Social Education in the
Jh 'j’d Plan may mean either that the planners do not believe 

Shri iu„„„ u  • n • m tae soc*aI goals which they have announced or that they are
n iai esai unaware of the role of Education in the development of a

Shri i r  M „ democratic society. If it is the latter, not much is lost, for we
a ur, I.C.S. can make them aw'are of their shortsightedness and help

n T . them to rectify their mistake. However, it becomes
. • Koshy essential for all thinking persons to bring about the needed

Sl . T change to tave democracy in India. Public opinion will have
1 l ' baxena to be mobilised so that Social Education is accorded its

rightful place in the country’s educational plan.

p The future of democracy is so intricately bound up with
ubI‘shed by Indian Adult Edu- Lhe promotion and development of Social Education that one

CQiion Associntir,„  7 7  D r . begins to doubt the professions of our planners. But, we hope
PF<3stha Mara w n ,1-' TnJ 0' not much is lost yet and all thinking people will join to-
# nouQ; <5, . ew Delhl' India■ gether to see that Social Education is accorded its rightful
P°re'gn RSn nc Uon : Rs’ 8-00 place; Parliament, State Legislatives and Administrators will

• * ingle Copy He. i.oo see the writings on the wall and make the needed change.



Workers Education Training Course Concluded

THE valedictory function of the Training Association, thanked Mrs. Deshmukh for her 
Courses organised by the Indian Adult inspiring and instructive address.
Education Association was held on the 

15th of February this year. The Vice-President Message
of the Association Smt. Durgabai Deshmukh, j n a message 011 the occasion, the President 
delivered the valedictory address and distn- of the AssociaStion> Dr> Mohan Sinha Mehta, 
buted certificates to the successful t'^inees. Vice-Chancellor, Rajasthan University, writes : 
She said that the allocation of 4 crores of <«It is a matter 0f special pleasure that Shrimati 
rupees for social education in the Second Plan Durgabaj wjn address the workers. Few people
U tTu-SI]Ti ' si |e fea.red the Ceptre s ,share; *a in our country are more qualified to inspire the i bird Plan allocation for social education Qur vvorjfers jn tbe fie]d of social education

might be as low as 92 lakhs as compared to (han Mrs_ Deshmukh. Her whole life has been 
Rs. 1.5 crores m the Second Plan. She bl dedicated to the cause of adult education and
the government for not givinD adequate ait - wjjj jndegd an inspiration for the trainees 
tion to the problem of adult education and jiear ber address at the concluding function

»>-*• H h “ from hEr
Training Corses Condnded a, Hjdcrabad

vote larger allocation for the same. The 16th Social'Education Workers’ Train­
ing Course began in Hyderabad on the 

Earlier, requesting Smt. Deshmukh to gt]j January 1961, and lasted up to the 
deliver the valedictory address, Shri Dharm j 2th of February. During the training 
Vir said that the pilot training course for period, two complete days were spent 
Workers’ Education was made possible jn camps for practical work and one day for 
through the support the Association received pejd trjp The syllabus of the training course 
from the International Federation of Workers was prepared on the basis of aptitude, interest 
Educational Associations, the financial and experience of the trainees. It included 
assistance from UNESCO, and the American definition and concept of social education, 
Women’s Club of Delhi. He said that a stage community organisation, adult education for 
had come in our country when social education a free society, cultural programmes in social 
should also be organised in urban areas and education, place of literacy in social education, 
added that large-scale industrialization had organisation of social education centres, 
made it necessary for us to organise social methods and organisation of social education, 
education in urban areas. If urban areas were survey, follow-up work, libraries, audio-visual 
not attended to properly, it might lead to all ajdS) acjujt psychology, principles of human 
the ills of industrialization which the western culture, the science of human culture, and the 
countries faced. science of human behaviour.

Mr. Dharm Vir said the objective of this Forty trainees joined the course; nine of 
pilot training course was to provide trainees ^ graduates, and two post-graduates,
with : (i) knowledge of social and psychologi- 1 6 1 5
cal conditions of adults living in urban areas, The trajnees were gjVen training in the use
(ii) a clear understanding of suitab e me 10 s and preparation 0f aucjj0 visual aids. Train-
and techniques of educating th®.a U ing in cultural programmes was an essential 
(„.) ability to organise and coordinate educa- fJ lure ofthe
tional activities for adults with a view to
developing democratic and cooperative out- The valedjctcry address was given by Shri
*00' ;- Luthra, Director of Information and Public

Shri A.R. Deshpande, Vice-President of the Relations, Government of Andhra Pradesh,
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National Seminar on Social Education and Democratic
Decentralization

THE Twelfth National Seminar of Social has been requested to deliver an address on the 
Education Workers will be held in Coiru- theme of the Conference, 
batore in South India from September 27 „

to 30, this year. The subject of the Seminar Aagore Hall
is ‘'Social Education and Democratic Decen- The Executive Committee decided to name
tralisation.” This was decided at a meeting the Auditorium of its headquarters as “ Tagore 
of the Executive Committee of the Indian Hall,” as a tribute to the pioneering work done
Adult Education Association held in New by Poet Tagore in Rural Social Education.
Delhi on the 27th of February under the The meeting, among others, was attended
Presidentship of Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta. by Shrimati Durgabai Deshmukh, Shri A.R.

Deshpande, Shri Sujata Das Gupta of Shanti- 
The Committee also decided to hold the niketan, Dr. T.A. Koshy, from Lucknow and 

Annual Conference in Coimbatore on October Shri M.C. Nanavatty.
~ and 3. The theme of the Conference is At an earlier meeting of the Executive
'Coordination between the State and Voluntry Committee held last month, it was decided to 

Organisations in the Promotion of Social Edu- request Shri Javvaharlal Nehru to perform 
??d°n Programmes.” Shrimati Durgabai the formal opening of its building on the 
Deshmukh is Vice-President of the Association. 13th April,

Correspondence Courses for Workers
'T 'H E  Indian Adult Education Association is R s .i l / -  Of this, Rs. 3/- will be charged in 
A starting a Correspondence Course for advance as admission fee and the remaining 

working people. To begin, it is pro- Rs. 8/- will have to be paid in two instalments 
posed to have courses in Hindi on “ Trade after the 5th and the 10th lessons, 
unionism” and “ Collective Bargaining.” One Workers interested in the Correspondence 
course will consist of 24 lessons, each lesson Course are requested to contact the Honorary 
jo be imparted to the trainees in a fortnight. General Secretary, Indian Adult Education 
1 bus, it is expected the entire course will take Association, 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New 
one year. Charges for each course will be Delhi.

University and Adult Education
'T 'H E  University of British Columbia, main areas.

Vancouver, B.C., has received a grant of The first of these is the general field of 
cat' U51,000 from the Fund for Adult Edu- liberal education for adults "The second is 
anon to enable the University to conduct an education about public affairs designed to heb 
*Panded adult education programme in the provide the well-informed leadership so vitally 

' °e'al arts, including public affairs. needed in our democratic society. ‘ The third
Pl 1 announcing the grant, Mr. C. Scott is the Living Room Learning programme of 

etcher, president of the Fund for Adult study groups which is now actively’organized 
h ^ ca tio n  stressed the great advances that in forty-one communities of the province. In 
A  ’e been made in the past decade in liberal all three of these areas particular attention will 
bihtCa»!on and “educati°n for public responsi- be given not only to the Greater Vancouver 
Wa • ' He was Sratified witl1 the imaginative area, but also to all the other main population 

* in which the University was taking the centres of the province, 
thr "Ĉ SCUSS*on Pr?Sramme to communities The Department of University Extension, 

°i'ghout the province. which will administer this expanded pro-
p ./T id in g  to Dr. N A M .  MacKenzie, gramme, will celebrate its twenty-fifth arniver- 
Coi en-t University of British sary in 1961, having served the people of
tl Un?bia, the grant will be used to strengthen British Columbia in higher adult education 

University’s extension activities in three since 1936.
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India Literacy Board Lok Karya Kshetras

r ITERACY House, Lucknow, run under the E v a l u a t e d
■J supervision of India Literacy Board, has rr^HE Programme Evaluation Organisation 

made appreciable progress in 1960. This of the Government of India undertook an
has been revealed in its seventh annual report evaluation of some Lok Karya Kshetras
presented to the Board at its annual meeting organiSed by the Bharat Sewak Samaj and
on the 16th February, 1961, at Lucknow. submitted its report by the end of March,

It has established a Junior High School for I960.
Adults in one of its localities. Following are In  the Evaluation Report, the Government , 
its objectives : Agency writes : “The villagers seem to be

„ _  . , more familiar with the Lok Karya Kshetra
1. To determine the optimum period workers than with the block staff, even though

necessary for achieving the Junior High School tfae block staff are reguIar government
Standard starting with Primary passed emp]oyet,s and are expected to work regularly
students. jn tjie villages. In consequence, they know

2. To assess the material used in the adult more about the work that is being done by the
school and on the basis of experience gained Bharat Sewak Samaj and have developed a
help prepare textbooks for Adult Junior High more favourable attitude to it. They think
Schools, if necessary. that the Bharat Sevak Samaj workers maintain

„ ’ , , . ,, ,  . „ , • , closer contact with the people than the block
3. To determine the factors which pro staff and a smaller proportion tend to pose as

mote good attendance in the class. leaders or behave as outsiders. This favour-
4. To determine the cost and problems of able attitude has grown in spite of the fact,

administration of running such schools. which the villagers know, that the block staff
are in a better position to help them with

5. To determine the impact of education funds> etc. than the Bharat Sevak Samaj." 
on living, working conditions and vocational This indicates that the Bharat Sevak Samaj 
adjustment. was successful in its objectives. This also

_T. . , ,, „ . „ , , . , „ Pr indicates that a non-official agency even with
Nine Adult Primary Schools in ui limited resources can achieve better results in

rural areas of ,Auck£0^ i L  8tiie f abour the field of people’s participation and coopera- Iproposed to add such schools in the Labour ^  jn devek p£ ent than an official agency.
areas ot Kanpur. j n another chapter, the PEO making certain 1

The Literacy House is running a condensed suggestions for the improvement of the pro­
course for women on behalf of the Central gramme, writes: “There is a tendency on the 
Social Welfare Board, orientation training of part of Ministries and Government departments 
the non-official members of block development to concentrate on the economic aspect of 
committees and short courses on literacy development programmes to the comparative 
methods and audio visual aids. In addition, neglect of their social implications. The 
literacy classes are being run in rural areas. Lok Karya Kshetras workers can very usefully 

It not only produced and sold books and concentrate on this aspect. As members of 
periodicals for new-literates but also produced the local community they should find it easier 
puppet plays, flash cards and scripts for film to assess the social impact of economic pro­
strips too. The newly established Production grammes and think out the manner in whic 
Unit plans to prepare glove puppets, puppet the social development programmes should be 
stands, and related equipments and sell them organised The contribution that they can 

j,j(s ^ make in these ways can be very great indeed.

The School of Social Writing, has also The Board elected a four man Executive 
introduced training in Mass Communication. Committee for 1961-62. It consists of Dr- 
It organised two Workshops, one from Aug. 6 Mukherjee (Chairman), Prof. S. Mathai (Vice 
to Nov. 15 and the other from Nov. 21 to Chairman), Dr. T.A. Koshy (Secretary Sc 
Feb. 20. Treasurer) and Shri S.C. Dutta.
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Voluntary Organisation and W omen’s
Education
Dr. Krishnabai Nimbkar

T H E  Committee f°r Publk Cooperation of welfare programmes would require to be 
the Planning Commission are desirous of planned in the background of the traditional 

(ioncentC°Urf gl m WOm,en S V° luntary organisa- culture patterns and against the almost static 
Education S t  ? w nfr P™Sram™ s foJ  situations and conditions of isolation still 
cl in t  r  T d Welfare for wo“ en & prevailing in many parts of the country.Laree
t ‘ i ThS Edueatton Ministry through masses of women still remain untouched by 
W n J '  L " !  S National Council of progressive ideas. The scientific outlook so 
v\ omen s Education have shown concern on essential to the modern does not eovern day 
conntn! C r °  | women s education in the to day living. This age is a technological or an 
tarl r .  ^yaluatIon Reports of Parl.amen- atomic age, an age by large scale mechaniza- 
ary Committees and the Programme Evalua- tion automation, where frontiers of all kinds,

weflw amSa-tl°?uhaVe1 P° " T d ° Ut defects and rural> urban> Provincial and national are fast 
women I ; , ! "  thet .plannted Programmes for distintegrating and where persons, families, 
under t to hamper progress communities and nations have to make adjust-
based P a ;?f , development. Pilot Projects ments and adapt to the liehtnins changes daily 
Gram in n k u i c f S ? 1 Il^e .tho"e ° f Gandhi affecting the social, economic and political 
Village Service in t̂t t / aSD Indl,3 fabric of tbe Present life. What is impera-
in Orissa Aiitnvd i n ' r v p> P' t,ve is t0 educale> activise and harness one
and Memm-Mn n i i  n T  ^ Wf hD* U1V generation of women. It is the pre-adult, 
which are wn-1 ■ ui dvvan, V est Bengal, adult and the prime age groups of women 

L  m ?  f  0D ♦ fundamenta!s of between 12 to 30 years, who would be brought 
S  anHt° i d^ lopme,|>t . programraes for under the influence of the current and next 
in formal mi ’ ° ^ nging °}\\ U3efal P^ns and who would be called upon to
conferences^ responsibilities for execipion
turn the search light on the problems of proSrammes-
Education and Social welfare which continue the priorities which Womens Voluntary 
to baffle planned progress and which need to Organisations should set before themselves 
r>e tackled on a large scale. Social or adult wbile Planijing to shoulder any educational or 
Education programmes which should envelop welj are activity, will be largely governed by 
. adult population coming under the direct national goals and national piiorities. To an 
■nfluence of the first three or four plans do ecP/a extent they will be limited by the 
n°t lack emphasis on the type of educational nflluence of local situations and local pro* 
vv° Ik which needs to be carried out with , ,ms and by then own capacity & training to
Particular reference to the female adults of e!l v *be goods. Stated briefly, national
th‘s generation. priorities are
^iorities M More food production,

(*i) Better planned families includina 
their  ̂ ev.eiJ be tbe sc°Pe and spheres of population control.
Orn; .SPe,cial activity Women’s Voluntary (iii) Increased per capita income, through 

nations should be conscious of a pattern better education, health and occupa-
fun P:10ntles which should govern their tion
d e v e w ‘ng au act,;ve instrumi nJts of social (iv) Increasing opportunities for employ- 
actionPment t.or° j ? h women. Education for ment by tapping employment poten-

on In specific directions and execution of tials and
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(v) Augmenting per capita working capital their rights, privileges, duties and
and small savings and thereby national responsibilities and to educate them
wealth. on adult franchise and its proper exer-

Consistant with the above national priori- cise-
ties, programmes of action by voluntary (4) to help them to discharge their duties 
women agencies would also naturally be as patriotic and loyal citizens by
governed by certain institutional priorities intelligent participation in the civic
plan, compatible with their own specific goals life of their village, town or city,
and objectives with their capicity and_training (5) to provide them with opportunities for 
tor execution. In broad terms institutional career education which will help them
priorities can aim at : t0 be their own employer or seek suit-

(1) education generally for character able and gainful avenues ofservice.
building, citizenship and family respon- (g) to educate them to distinguish between 
stbilities. permanent and basic values, traditions

(2) education particularly of women in and practices which need to be preser-
rural families to disseminate know- ved and nurtured, to change when
ledge of improved methods and necessary or to discard such of those
practices for better and more food unkeeping with the changing needs
production. - and situation.

(3) education for better planned families . .
including the importance of population Approaches and Method s.
control. Important as goals and priorities [are, it is

(4) education for savings generally in all equally important to define the approaches
directions and wise" spending in the and methods to implement a total programme 
home and outside, in rural and urban of education and social welfare work for 
areas. women. Without adequate study and a proper

(5) Education for self employment of utili- appreciation of the situation problems and
zation of spare time or' part time or resources the functioning of Voluntary
full time to produce more wealth for ^om en s Organisations will be inadequate
themselves, their community and their Contact ,work of an ' nt,mate mature w.th • ’ individuals or groups larger or smaller is
nt' ol ' . . . essential. Involvement not only of its members

(6) Education for training for service and among themselves, but also among the people
for appropriate and useful careers in a for whom they work is important and essential. 
Welfare State. The approach of the voluntary workers to

social service should be one which will invoke 
Goals for Women’s Education : the largest measure of responsive co-operation,

AU the above naturally lead on to a defini- i-e- they should learn as much as they wish to
tion of the Goals for Women’s Education and teach> and they receive as much as they wish
social welfare under democracy, for a rapid to give, and vice versa. Knowledge and under­
development of the women of the present standing on all matters are reciprocal. The
times. These goals should be realistic and more quickly that harmony between those
directed to specific ends. The following may that want to serve and those served is estab-
serve as the ultimate and. immediate goals : llshed and the sooner that this mutually is

^  _ , . , ,, „ . understood, the sooner will the results which
fl) To find expiession and outlet for such appreciation will bring, be mutually and 

women s urges and aspirations anc to proportionately rewarding, 
help them to develop their personality r  b
to the fullest. Dedication, Bicipline and Self-evaluation.

(2) to help them to understand the needs An essential precondition and a first princi-
and problems of their family life and p]e which should govern the functioning of
help t.iem to meet these with poise. voluntary women’s organizations is that 'they

(3) to provide them with a knowdedge of should possess the necessary dedication and
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disciplines themselves first. They should culti- to plan and carry out useful programmes, 
vate a capacity for self evaluation and self- thus improving their capacity for service and 
criticism. widening its scope and interest.

. . (3) to select existing fields or establish
Planning for Development Implies Planning lor new ggjds 0f activities in which the members 
the Average Citizen : can fjncj scope and expression for tangible

The predominant note of planning and ar,d constructive work of a day to day 
social education should be governed by certain character.
basic objectives for the development of the (4) to decide on the disciplines which 
family, its standards of thinking, living and should govern the “ voluntariness” of members
behaviour in a democratic society, constitut- wishing to involve themselves in furthering the
ing, as it does, a social unit, if voluntary the objectives of the institutions to which they
women’s organizations remember this basic belong.
fact of planning, then social workers and (5) to enthuse members to be collectively
finSS nSr  £ T. in iT r ze t!; ey and individually responsible for the growth infine themselves today. They will then plan stature and usefuiness of their institution,
and regulate the work of their own institutions
ably and then befit themselves to be real It should be remembered that one of the 
advisors to Government. The Government of important functions of women’s voluntary
a welfare state needs the help of voluntary agencies is to help others to help themselves,
women's organizations to advise, to point Therefore they can do this by undertaking such
out where the emphasis should belaid in the social educational activities in furtherence of
plan programmes for women. Even so, broad goals and objectives by establishing :
voluntary women’s organization needs the , . , ,,  , , , , . , .
help, both moral and material, from the (a) Women s voters clubs to educate on
Government of a Welfare State. In this process the fran(?h!se’ Pmf,le2es an,d duties and
of mutual assistance however -g re a t care has responsibilities of citizenship.
to be taken to see that the initiative and (b) Working actively with Mohalla or
voluntariness of the voluntary agencies do Ward Committees for enforcing proper
not become stifled, leading to their degenerat- provision of civic amenities by local
ing into government dominated organisations. bodies and by creating a respect for
t he initiative should continue to be with the these by the people themselves observ-
voluntaiy bodies and should remain voluntary. ing the civic rules and codes.
h a n d m S  1 *nd r  becometJ’ust (c) Mahila Goshthis and Mahila Mandalsnand maids of government policies, just as to discuss and deliberate on the currentgovernment policies should not become sub- to discuss and deliberate on the current
orri ir.o+ At ~ ™in;„,, a, 11 . , and immediate problems of the day and
a Ma ed 10 Pf  P° ' ‘ 011 COStS,.ancl influencing theit thinking alone pro-

i y ! ^  t  ,  gressive lines, suppoitci by suitableuouid retain their capacity tor independent action
pinking and fearless action which is an essen- „

llal privilege (d) Mahila IJdyog Kendras and consumers
rp ’ producers’ service co-operatives for
lasks Ahead : encouraging gainful occupation for

,Ir> concrete terms the immediate tasks organizing supply, production and
V^ch lie ahead of Voluntary Women's Orga- sales of useful consumer goods which
Nations in the country would be : would help to raise the standard of

fn  , living.Gj to undertake member education pro- T , . , „
f  amme amongst themselves by planned ap- , In tthese and !n such Z Z t  ■ r  l '  
Peaches to self education on the present day voluntary women s organizations in India can
Problems through study circles, group discus- not only come to play therr roies m planned
10ns, seminars and conferences Development of Women s Education and wel-cminars and conteiences. fare but als0 contri5ute t0 the enricbmeI1t of

act- .) 1° chalk out areas and spheres of the content of Social Education programmes
b tlvity in which not only present members for adult women by purposeful action for

new persons can be involved continuously, social betterment.
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Role of Adult Education in a 
Changing World

The World Conference on Adult Education, which met in Montreal, Canada, dealt in one 
of its Commissions with the forms and methods o f Adult Education. Here are excerpts from  
the report of the Commission, which was chaired by Shri Ranjit M. Chetsingh, Vice- 
President o f the Association.

fT 'H E methods used in adult education are a voluntary association of persons for clearly 
JL extremely varied ; they are designed to defined purposes. It is conductive to improve- 

meet the needs and aspirations of widely ment in prefessional qualifications when the 
diltering societies. Important events have cooperator is in a cooperative related to his 
taken place since the Elsinore Conference. A particular profession. It broadens his range 
number of countries have achieved indepen- of knowledge when what he does in the co- 
dence, with a consequent speeding up of their operative differs from his everyday activities, 
economic, social and cultural development; But, first and foremost, it is a training school 
science and technology have made amazing for the exercise of responsibility, an environ- 
piogress; and man has embarked on the ment in which the individual learns to shed 
conquest of space. his aloofness, to make contact with others, to

Because of the swift changes now taking acqu,ire a team 8pirit/. C? mmnnity develop- 
place throughout the world, and of the simul- P16111, as an educational process, fulfils as 
taneous development of resources for and imPoltpnt a purpose as cooperatives in all the 
methods of adult education, it has become Countnes m which it has seen introduced, 
necessary to compare all the educational Generally speaking, and in all countries, 
methods in use, so as to recommend these discussion groups of many different types 
best calculated to ensure man’s active adjust- develop a civic sense and constitute a particu- 
ment to the world in which he lives, through larly widespread form of active education, 
a continuing process of education. _ .

Discussion groups of this kind together 
Looking beyond specific experiments suited with other means such as courses of lessons, 

to a particular environment and special radio programmes, publications, etc., are used 
circumstances, the Conference gave its atten- in the education of housewives and consumers, 
'ion to methods likely to be of general interest In face of the avalanche of advertisements 
and. applicable to many, if not all, types of aimed at increasing the sale of various pro- 
sOciety. ducts, it is essential that the housewife and

the consumer should not be treated as mere 
Paramountcy of Active Methods objects but^should be capable of making up

Thtc to or, „ ■ • , . their own minds independently and obiecti-
adult education. The a im E  to ins^uct the W ’ and ' hat they Sh° U'd bef equipped f° r 80 
adult with his own active participation This do,ng’ The importance of correspondence
method is based on an awareness of the c° urses~ in thls sphere as >n ™any others 
responsibility of the individual and the group W e tbey ,c°ntribute towards the general 
With regard to specific tasks, For, nowadays culture of individual persons-should also not 
’{■ is not enough to pass on knowledge merely be overlooke.d- In many countries, these 
through a one-way form of instruction courses are widely used, sometimes in conjunc-

3 tion with mass media of communication such
One of the most notable forms of active as radio and television, 

education is cooperation. The cooperative, The Conference discussed the importance of 
of necessity, meets a definite need. It is the mass publication of books ‘by book clubs”
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and their cooperative counterpart “ book That change from one occupation to 
guilds,” which maintain contact with their another, or from one social level to another, 
members through the issue of periodicals, seek be not only facilitated but recognized as a 
to guide them, to educate their taste, and allow right of adults, and that, to this end, a study
them to take an active part in the management be made of the relevant measures taken in the
of the concern. The practice of suggesting most advanced countries so that these may 
topics for discussion on slips inserted in the also be applied, as far as possible in the other 
books circulated or intended for study circles countries ;
has also proved its value. . . , . . ,^ That education and vocational re-cduca-

In addition, recreational activities, such as tion be closely linked with the development of 
sports, drama, dancing, etc. develop a spirit the worker’s personality and the provision to 
of initiative and a sense of social responsibi- him of opportunities for culture and self- 
lity which help to fit the individual to share improvement ;
in the life of the community; they therefore ti , ■ ,1 • , , , , .
have a definite educational value. Thfat ”? this resPect women be placed on the

same footing as men, and that, in their life as
Mention was likewise made of the educa- mothers and housewives, they have opportuni- 

tional value of voluntary international work ties for self-education and all-round develop- 
camps such as those organized by the Service ment ;
Civil International for mutual international And that the concern of educators for men 
assistance. They contribute directly to the and women should not cease when they retire 
development of an international outlook and from their professional work, but a that study 
a sense of solidarity. be made of ways of enabling the aged to engage

The Conference recommends the fullest ' n a?t‘v‘l*®s ^iat are su',ted t0 ^le'r wi,s^es and 
possible use and development of methods and needs and that help them not to feel them- 
techniques of active education. selves cut on from the life of the community.

Vocation, Occupation and Development of Full time Courses 
the Personality A particularly effective method is the pro-

The Conference considered the question of vision of full-time courses for adults covering 
vocational training and noted the following : a P^iod of several months. Although these1UVVU1& . are jnuch more costly than evening courses,

1. Schools and vocational guidance as the workers continue to draw their salary
services do not always enable the adolescent for the whole period, they nevertheless offer 
to choose the career or occupation most suited great advantages. In the first place, they 
to his character, his wishes and his potential enable rapid progress to be made in pro­
capabilities. It is desirable that greater fessional qualifications. Then again, if a 
attention be paid to this problem and to ways judicious selection is made from among the 
of giving better guidance to young people best elements in villages, the adults following 
who are about to embark on their careers. the courses can become excellent leaders, who

.  TU . . .  , , . will contribute towards the economic, social
2. I he raptd changes that are taking and cultural improvement of the areas from

place in industrial techniques (automation) which they come. This method can be used 
o ten force people to change their trade or to for the occupational and social integration of 
adopt themselves to a new profession. immigrants and seasonal workers, whether in3. With the rapid and almost continuous industry or >n agriculture.
n r n f ! S ntSu!hat are acf uriu g whhin every Besides, these full-time courses, the Con- 
profession, those engaged therein must be ference acknowledged the great value of 
constantly adjusting their knowledge-by evening courses and correspondence courses 
study, by exchange of experience, and by a and the importance of giving them effective 
kind of peipetual process of self-education. support.

men*1 r £ a S °nS' the Conference recom' The Conference therefore recommends the
use of long-term courses of this kind as being
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valuable in themselves and as a means of communication. In the countries in process of 
training adult education leaders. development, radio lias found its way to the

remotest rural areas. In the advaced countries 
Holidays and Study Tours. the greatest strides have been made by tele-

Large gatherings, whether of a religious vision. Faced with this situation, the educator 
character (such as pilgrimages), an economic has the duty °f developing the critical faculties 
character (fairs, exhibitions) or an athletic a.nd powers of discrimination. The organisa- 
character (sports events), afford excellent tion of study circles and discussion groups 
opportunities for educational work. It should (&uch as radio clubs, television clubs, film 
be remembered that holidays of this kind were clubs> etc.) has a twofold aim : firstly, to help 
the occasion, in Greek and Roman times, of PeoPle to avoid falling under the spell of these 
cultural activities of great educational modern communication media, which may lull 
importance. them into passivity, and secondly, to train the

However, the educational value of contacts âcultiev,s- and dev?lop ide t P0^ 8 of
between human beings is . considerably aPPreciatlon whlch are so important in fife.
enhanced if they are arranged specifically for Use should also be made of existing groups 
educational purposes. For instance, workers' (families, youth organizations, etc.) which 
study tours, if well organized, afford valuable should be encouraged to take part in criticism 
experience. These workers, who live with of the press, radio programmes, television, 
families in the same profession as themselves, and films, 
can discuss their professional experience with _ ,
their hosis and see how they run their homes Educators should use the mass media of 
and educate their children communication just as they use books,

through^contact^ is° to providinf  * « ■ « < »  S T S  hel^T .
of workers between two countries L 'e S e d  f dl,catl0n specialists should rather endeavour 
periods. This method is far more valuable as to fimP™ve their relations with those who 
the visit can be for a longer time and ensures cotntro1, the raode™ mass ,media ° commum- 
closer contacts with the host counfry where cat' on b? organizing at a high level discussions

S'oEXTftta.? d° "isr r  "'Mk- tfSHftSTSiS "S„‘ohd KPSS
L a x i r maV d " v l |?  Wf ° ^ r s S  cash ing  contao,, which will be ,he 

travel abroad, preparatory work should be ad''antage of all, mcluding the public, 
carried out (language courses, studies on Some delegates drew attention to the 

a nous countries, films, etc.) it is desirable importance of the theatre and other tradition- 
, llt u lr re*u™’ courses and group studies al forms of entertainment (for instance, the 

ould be organized so as to deepen the shadow theatre) as a means of education. 
C*penence gained.

Tf mA,i.0rc „„„ * • , The Conference recommends that adult
from these tnnrc ^ n yE “ axirn.u.™ benebt educators attach due importance to the 
lhey must hP ,„!ii ° r ex ei?ded v,sJ ts abroad> influence of mass media; stimulate critical 
lessons -inn PrePated through language appreciation and discrimination among the
country tbev arMCS CIVI lzatlon tbe public, and collaborate closely with those

y re to visit- who control the mass media in their utilization
the Conference recommends that public for the broad purposes of adult education, 

ucation authorities and non-governmental 
ganisations develop the use of all forms of Audio-Visual Media 

. ucational travel and study abroad and , .
ffjvite UNESCO to expand its programmes in Audio-Visual media (posters, filmstrips, 
this field. s modern exhibitions and radio and television)

are valuable instruments of education.
,SS of Communication They help to bridge the gap between the
Tfie past decade has been marked by an level of knowledge of the specialist and that of 

‘ niaz*ng expansion of the mass media of the man in the street. They also promote the
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exchange of knowledge concerning ideas, ways Methods of Combating Illiteracy
of life and mental outlook, between dilFerent . ,
groups of citizens and different countries. Literacy campaigns are only one aspect
They broaden our knowledge of our immediate , e ir|ost important and the most pressing of
environment and of the world in general. tbe overall problem of adult education. They

should not cause us to lose sight of the need 
In some countries, it has been possible to for each individual continually to adapt bim- 

organize literacy courses over the radio. In self to a rapidly changing world. Such cam- 
several others, the radio and television are paigns are thus only one stage in a continuing 
used for the teaching of various academic process. They may be preceded or followed by
subjects. In all countries, the radio is being other forms of education,
successfully used for social education.

. . , . The importance of motivation—religious.
In most cases, it is necessary to have tire economic or cultural—in any literacy campaign 

teacher present, to serve both as a channel for should be emphasized. Without such motiva- 
ihe transmission and as a discussion leader. tion, the best methods may be deemed to

The Conference recommends that adult failure. Different methods were reviewed,
educators make fuller use of the audio-visual such as courses given by professional educators 
means of education available to them, from and by voluntary instructors, and the successful 
photo posters and filmstrips to television, experiment of education by radio, 
accoiding to the suitability of each of these to The Conference recommends that 
given situations. UNESCO, in cooperation with the United

Nations and the other Specialized Agencies 
Museums and Libraries (in particular ILO), and with these Member

Museums and libraries must be brought States in which illiteracy still exists, and 
within the reach of a greater number of aPPfopriate non-governmental organizations, 
persons. should make effective arrangements for the

T. • , • , speediest possible eradication of ignorance
• }}-ls "dr 'sable !° introcjuce active methods throughout the world, drawing up plans for
in this field, such as exhibitions of original foe p Urpose 
works on a given theme, regular contact with
the general public through the mass communi- - To this end, further aid should be given to
cation media (press, radio, television, etc.), the countries in process of development (inter
publication of guides and booklets, and tra- alia through the grant of fellowships for the 
veiling exhibitions of reproductions of works training of teachers and funds for the prepara- 
of art. In short, the museum and library must tion of educational material, etc.) and the 
become cultural centre;, combining instruction experience of those States in which illiteracy 
with pleasure. has already been abolished shofild be made

The Conference, having regard to the need available to all. 
lor the spread ol all forms of culture among The literacy campaign, with its various 
adum , recommends that the governments of programmes, should be linked with the school 
the Member States of UNESCO encourage the system as well as with programmes for general 
development of cuJtuml institutions nnd pio- nnd vocntionnl education, 
vide the necessary facilities for this purpose
(low-priced books admission to museums free Inter(iependence of the School System 

charge, special facilities for obtaining tickets 1 J c
for dramatic and orchestral performances, the F°r the purpose of promoting the progress 
use of radio and television for educational of adult education and ensuring that it fulfills 
purposes, extension of the network of libraries, its true purpose with maximum efficiency, it is 
etc.) desirable to intensify the campaign for literacy

The Conference recommends that those _ l f hT PfUlS° 7  SCh°o1 at,?j;danf  ■■ , The best 
responsible for museums and libraries and for f ? ss‘b,.e foundation will thus be laid in the 
the media of mass communication collabo- of children and adolescents, with
rate so as to increase the contribution of all of egaid to the abilities of each individual,
these to adult education. But the increase of school attendance at
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1C, ,̂U| icyc! IS no.t , e^ cient unless of children. Governments should include 
each child is guided, at a siutaole age, towards adult education in any plan for the extension 

le type pf education best suited to his of education and, in particular, should see that 
abilities—short or full courses, general or account is taken of the needs'and techniques 
ecmical education as extension of his of adult education in the initial stages of 

primary schooling. school building programmes. If aduiteduca-
The Conference recommends that every don is to be fully effective, special premises 

country take all appropriate steps to ensure must be provided for it. In addition, as 
the most suitable guidance for each pupil technological progress gives workers more and 
(psychological and educational techniques, more leisure, premises are needed even in the 
active methods, organisation of schools that day time. However, considering the urgency 
will make it possible for children to pursue any of the problem, the most effective and econo­
stream of study, establishment of a more mical use should be made of all available 
extensive network of schools, daily transport human and material resources, 
of pupils living a long distance from school, In view of the very great efforts bcina made 
chool canteens and material assistance for in all countries for the development of'school 

e„ h‘ jfsl  a,s cns^ re. in the interests of and university education, and with the object
hHln0<=d id v! ai1̂  ° f J *  SOC y CO uVhl-Ch he of ensuring that these efforts do not in any belongs, a broader democratic basis tor way interfere with the work of adult educa-
fdn,f T .  f hlrh, W1 1 make Pt>Pil more tion, the Conference recommends that all 
orioin611 Ani °fi 11S geographical and social states, during a transitional period pending the
i.'pvoS f ,, . V ' j 11 W1*l adult education, re- availability of suitable premises for adult 
it c o the burden which it must assume for education, draw as widely as possible for the 

ihre 'i u’e ?teil'g; cef  10 hu a, merf supplement furtherance of such education, upon the 
t0ptt ie SC30° and be abIe t0 premises and teaching material available in 

1 jb lue tunction. the various types of schools and universities,
It is generally agreed nowadays that active and that plans for the full utilization of these 

methods should be used in adult education, so resources for adult education be established 
as to give the people receiving such education without delay ifi every country. Nevertheless, 
the fullest possible share in their own develop- it is desirable that where the need is so felt 
ment by allowing them to put to use their special facilities should be provided for adult 
powers of initiative, imagination and organiza- education. In view of the fact that technical 
tion and their sense of realities. This task progress makes for the increased leisure of 
of adult education will be facilitated if suitable workers, there is a need for the provision of 
preparation for it has been made at school or such facilities even in the day time.
univeisity. It is also,,possible to find accommodation

The Conference recommends that school or outside the schools. Museums and libraries 
university education should use all means of have rooms more suitable for adults than are 
developing the all round personality of the classrooms. Similarly, there may be manu- 
chiid or student. Accordingly, in the study facHirers, commercial concerns, political 
of every subject, the fullest possible recourse parties, or cultural organizations, willing to 
should be had to methods—adapted to the lend their premises for this kind of educa- 
subject and to the student’s degree of tion. 
development—which are in the nature of a
rediscovery. Training of Teachers and Leaders

The best possible guarantee will thus be There is an increasing tendency for the 
provided for the continuity of the work done adult education movement to use its own
by the school or university and of the process trained staff. Teachers and leaders need a
of adaptation or improvement, at the adult special training to fit them for their task. 
slage. Government officers (administrators, agricul-

ioi* *• r nn , tural advisors. health educators) who co-
1 0 )! ,za lon tnlucational Resources operate with adult educators in the dcvelop-
In a rapidly changing world, the education ment of the community also require suitable

of adults is as urgent a need'as the education training for the purpose. F.ven voluntary
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workers need some training in adult educa- changes arc taking place, the educator must
tion methods. In the newly independent coun- turn to the social scientist and the psy-
tries, political staff should be transformed chologist.
nn' l l dUCatJ0na!nStff ” With confiden.ce ° f tlleir The Social scientist should conduct pre- 
P 'en5aiad, , v'!!^  the,r experience m human liminary surveys. He should be associated
rela tons they can became leaders in the with th* .educa?or in preparing the plan of
com.nued campa.gn to remedy underdevelop- work) in carrying out this plan Band in?olIow_

ing up results. The social scientist and the 
Teachers can make an invaluable contri- psychologist should therefore work as closely 

bution, provided that they are acquainted possible with the educator, 
with adult education methods.

Educators and leaders at all levels may take
(a) The development of adult education part in sociological research and experimental

necessitates the fullest possible cooperation on study under the guidance of the social scien- 
the part of all persons suitably qualified by tist. This new technique of making use of 
their general education, their professional field workers has the definite advantage that 
training or their teaching experience. The their findings can be put to immediate use. 
Conference recommends that the contribution (a) The Conference recommends that 
of all these persons should now be organized special attention be paid to new methods, 
in a systematic manner, and in particular, that which are of very great importance, 
this personnel should be trained through . .  , . . . ,
seminars to improve their methods while ^  a time . en economic and industrial 
exercising their professional functions. planners are investing enormous sums in

. , , order to obtain accurate knowledge of all
A widespread recourse to teachers is factors governing their plans, adult educators 

bound to have most beneficial eilects on cannot keep to amateur methods and embark 
teacher tiaining and on school and university on their work without gaining a knowledge 
education because of the regular contact thus 0f the social background of those for whom it 
established between the school or university is intended, through the facilities offered by 
and all the live forces on which progress in social science surveys and the studies of 
each country depends. psychologists.

It will also have the great advantage of \ (b) The Conference accordingly recom- 
enhancing the value of teaching by enabling it mends that social scientists and psychologists 
to play an even more essential part in the take part at all stages in the planning and 
community, through whose j rogress it is practical organization of adult education ; 
designed to contribute. ' and that this cooperation be arranged within

(b) In mobilising all available resources UNESCO through closer collaboration bet- 
for the progress of adult education, the vveen the DePar,ment of Social Sciences and 
more highly developed countries should 'assist Departments of Education and Mass 
those still in process of development in Communication, 
different ways, in particular, by sending
experts and awarding study grants for all b 1
types of adult educators. j  REMEMBER THE BUILDING )

Social Sciences and Psychological Research FUND! \
The Conference laid great stress on the ( O n e  D a v ’s P a v  is th p  >

need for motivation, The environment of /  u n e  u a j s E a y  i s t h e  ?
students has to be studied if the education k Best W a y  ?
provided for them is to be adjusted to their < t o  Insure th e  F u tu r e  o f 1
needs and to the aims in view. )  - r i j r  /

It is therefore necessary to conduct regular t ihe adult EDUCATION
research on the use of various educational < A S S O C !A X IO M  (
methods and techniques in a changing society b n j j o v n n i n j u  •
In a period in which far-reaching ^  ^  ^
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Our Town

Return to Solola
Adalbcrto Jimenez

yard, and doors no longer open, as if the living 
The author, Adalberto Jimenez, is a were afraid to speak.
Guatemalan o f Indian origin. Born in From this tale, which I heard as a small

u„ rPiUy„0,i „ ’ child, and from my own memories, I pieced
, a’ he returned tflere ® « primary together the story of my town.

school teacher after completing his
studies He is nt ■ Solola lies sprawled out on a high plateaustudies. He is at present preparing a overlooking the lake. When the wind blows

! t,ies,s and is working in the Education hard, you feel that the whole town might slip 
Department o f Unesco. down to the beach ! In the centre live families

who are descended from the Spaniards, while 
This series o f articles is designed to ^le outskirts are inhabited by Indians of the

bring readers in all parts o f the world in Cakchikel tribe, who are descended from the
touch with the daily life and problems o f „ , .
ordinnrv nennie nf mu** 7 Solala, moreover, is peopled with tales and 

P P ^   ̂ n<̂s> 1,1 legends. There is the “ciguanaba” whom
the East and in the West. you meet on moonlight nighfs near the foun­

tain, or the “mule with no head” who drags a 
> ’ “  — chain down the stony paths the “somberon”

Wucxt , „„ , (or dark one) who haunts dimly-lit alleys, and
HblN J think of Solola, my home town, the “ hen and her chicks” who waylays 
all sorts of memories come crowding in credulous travellers. Add to this the ancient 
to my mind. I can see its stony streets Indian beliefs in the spirits of the water, the 

running down from the hillside and petering hills, the trees, animals and plants. A world 
out on the plateau above lake Alitlan; I can of legends, myths and queer beliefs underlies 
near the sound of the wind in the pines and daily life in Solola, intermingling with ordinary 
the cypress trees on the neighbouring hills, and activities and the most down to-earth things.

le song or the rainpipes on the roof which People live their whole lives in this universe at
used to lull my dreams; and I can smell the once supernatural and real. I lived there
■scent of wild jasmine on my hands, and camo- myself and I loved it, as children love their 
mile and heliotrope... toys.

Come with me on a visit to my home which Yes, my home town is a world peopled with 
is still so much alive to me after years of strange beings and marvellous things; it is full 
absence. of treasures and sounds and colours. It has
A World of Tales and Legends remained unspoiled and untouched, as if the

« . .  . , . B , , dawn had reached out to meet the radiance of
- A J V(?r,d war had ended and the flood its own twilight. T spent my childhood here

ot suffering had reached even this remote in the uplands girded by volcanoes, where you 
illage of the Guatemalan uplands. A terrible glimpse the lake at ever' tw ist and turn. And 

epidemic of influenza was raging, people were perhaps I, too, dreamed these strange dreams, 
dying every day, and funeral followed funeral
down the streets of the town. It is sad when Between Mountain and Lake 
Jhe life of a town becomes disorganized, when Most travellers arriving in Solola by the 

tere is no one to toll the bell lor the dead, north road from Quezaltenango pause for a 
v'hen there are no grave-diggers in the church- moment on the hillside to look down on the
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town below as if it lay enclosed within the on the town. During the afternoon, they 
palm of their hand : the avenues run in straight gradually disperse in opposite directions’ 
lines from north to south, the streets from east Xhe Human Problem
to west. 1,500 feet lower down and about 10 *
miles away lies lake Atitlan, circled by the . Eac  ̂ °f the two communities leads its own
Toliman. San Fedro and Atitlan volcanoes as ’( their fate followed a different course,
which, with their feet dipping in the water, The Indian is practical, and animistic, he loves 
from th e ‘'frontier” between the cold mountain the good earth and, because he lives close to 
country from 4.500 to 11,500 ft. and the Nature, he believes in the creative power of 
‘‘warm lands” which slope gently down to the things. Nature is the source of his strength 
Pacific and of his faith. The “ ladino” (descended

But’ don’t let us remain on the hillside. f S , iS monotheistic’
Come with me into Solola. The road runs f  ' u „
steeply downhill and soon become a street. To ° n„ ™ d.ay% “ embe,r%ot bothK J ,, , - . . communities congreaate in the town s four or
the north lies the calvary; to the east, a pine- five churches. But the Indian also has his 
covered hillside; to the west, another hill u- , ■ . j  . . , ,
covered with cypress trees. In the centre is el °n°,d ’ f  Stone ldols.1 • , , • , ,, . on the plateau oi in caves. For five centuriesthe mam square round which all he mam these s-m Ie peasants have bcen taugh that

heu chW heaven « the''source of the creativefowers
municipal theatre, bank, market and prison...’ T *  *
About half a mile to the south-west is a big “ n ; .  f J S’ eV° 1Ving a
new primary school of the “Federation” type, , . 1 1 1 0  } ,r ow
with 8 classrooms, each with its own play! fnr St° 'ola(i,has tw° nuimcipal councils-one
ground. Further south lies the cemetery and r l f ,  J  f  -J ¥  '  "  ' '  i dians'
the hospital; while to the west, on a hillside, J £ e e are w° a,,®aldes f (may° rs)>
stands an old temple of Greek-style ^ o r a l  systems and two systems of law. The 

, t ,i p : hist is based on modern legislation, the second,
. . on rules handed down from generation to

Friday is market-day in Solola and people generation by word of mouth. But the Indian
from all the surrounding villages and hamlets judges, many of whom cannot read or write 
congregate in the town to do their business, have a high sense of equity, justice and of 
The Indians from the neighbourhood come respect for the individual, 
into the town to settle a deal, or simply to Indian culture has lost none of its charac- 
meet their friends. ter by coming into contact with Western

For the stranger, market-day offers an civilization. New elements—such as language, 
excellent opportunity of admiring the local religion, technology, etc.—have been added to 
costumes. These are extremely varied. Even the Indian’s fund of knowledge, but these 
from a distance you can recognize an Indian have merely served to enrich his culture, not to 
by the clothes he wears; you can tell if he replace it. New branches have been grafted, 
comes from the coast, or from one of the but the tree remains unchanged, 
lakeside villages or from mountain communi- This state of affairs is due perhaps to
ties such as Chichicastenango, or Totonicapan educational policy and to the means used for 
or Nahuala. His dress is also an indication spreading knowledge. The “ ladino” child 
of his social position, whether he is a simple generally completes six years of primary 
peasant, or an “alguazil” _ (policeman), a schooling, whereas the young Indian, in his 
“cofrade” (dignitary of a religious broiher- small country schoolhouse, usually gets only 
hood), or an influential member of the town three or four. This creates a gulf which is 
council. reflected later in every branch of national life.

All sorts of wares—pottery, materials, local *7° r onc Pait the population, the door is
handicrafts, etc. are sold at the market open to secondary and higher education; the 
alongside the produce of the soil. Early on others, the country folk, have to take second 
market-day, long lines of Indians, all carrying place, though no one can say that the door to 
bundles, can lie seen making their way into education is really closed to them.
Solola along the various roads which converge (Continued on page 20)
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Mexico Reclaims Her 'Forgotten’ Villages
Betty Ross*

A few months ago, Mexico’s President other’s language. Few know Spanish—
Lopez Mateos inaugurated a large hydro- although it is the national language. Their
electric power station at Temazcal in clothes, food and customs are practically the 

Oaxaca, a region of gold mines and planta- same as those of their forefathers and they 
tions of sugar cane, coffee and rice in southern carry on village crafts and fanning by methods 
Mexico. centuries old. Their palm-thatched jungle

The power station is erected on the river bunts are still made without a saw, hammer 
Papaloapan, an Aztec name meaning River-of- or nails-
the-Butterflies, which flows through one of the In 1948 the National Indian Institute was 
most beautiful valleys in all Mexico and created to improve conditions for these tribes, 
drains a territory as large as Switzerland be- and it has set up schools and medical services 
lore it empties into the Gulf of Mexico. Over in many remote districts. Nevertheless, be- 
300 miles in length, the Butterfly River is cause of their geographical situation, the 
longer than many historic waterways in Indians have not been able to benefit from 
Europe : the Thames in the United Kingdom their country’s improvements in education 
flows for.250 miles and the Tiber in Italy 240 and general standard of living. They are 
ni‘les. , practically ‘outsiders’ in Mexico—knowing

But what is significant about the Temazcal nothing of the nation’s history, laws, institu-
power plant is the change it will bring to the tions or a' ras-
daily existence of a million Mexican Indians Their villages lie in very remote parts of 
living in the Butterfly River Basin. These the country, where there are no roads or 
peoples inhabit villages which have hardly other means of communication. Some are 
changed since the 16th century when Mexico dotted along the banks of rivers which wind 
formed part of the empire of the Aztec through the jungle, and you must travel for 
Indians. They seem to belong to another hours by raft or canoe to find them. Others 
world, far removed from this progressive inde- can only be reached after a day’s joerncy on 
pendent Republic and its handsome, modern horseback from the nearest village, 
capital, Mexico City. Isolation and poverty makes the Indians

The majority of Mexicans are mestizos, an easy prey to disease. Malnutrition and 
meaning ‘mixed’, because they are descen- malaria used to be treated by native witch- 
dants of Indian and Spanish intermarriages doctors whose ‘magic’ potions usually proved 
which began after the Spanish Conquest in ineffectual, but in recent years, travelling 
15)9. 300 years later, in 1821, Mexico gained medical groups have cured many of their ills, 
her independence from Spain and became an and they are overcoming their hostility to doc- 
autonomous Republic. tors and medicine.
The “Forgotten Villages” Disaster Brings New Hope

Byt about one-tenth of Mexico’s 33 million Until just over ten years ago, the Indians 
inhabitants are pure-blooded Indians, who living in the Butterfly River Basin seemed 
never left their tribal settlements and still doomed to poverty. For generations their 
live very much as their ancestors did. They lands were flooded almost every year durine 
belong to about fifty tribes, speak their own the rainy season and crops destroyed by the 
native tongue and rarely understand each mighty river. Then in 1947, the Butterfly 

~ . River made history. At several points in
* a S o rBettofRO‘'The Yoing°n Traveler "in itS banks> £ausinS the worst floods in

Mexico” and other works, was the first woman living memory. Tempestuous waters ruined 
to be awarded the Order of the Aztec Eagle by hundreds of farms, washing away houses and 
the Mexican Government. ~ livestocks leaving havoc and devastation in
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its wake. Scnor Miguel Aleman, then Presi- Tall green mountains surround this new 
dect of Mexico, came to the distressed area, lake. Indians who live near come there to
bringing relief workers, food, and supplies. fish or to trade with those who sell their coflee
And he gave new hope to the unfortunate crops, grown above on the mountain-slopes.
Indians. They still marvel at the gracefully-arched steel

, . ... ... . , works of the dam, and the tunnels under-
Your houses and villages will be rebuilt neath through which the waters pass. The

he promised them, “and Butterfly ^Rivei will force of this water, they realize, no longer
npver again bring you such misery. ruins their crops but turns the huge machines

His goverment formed the Papaloapan which produce the electricity at the power- 
River Hydraulic Commission, which had five plant. The water will bring light to their
main tasks : to stop Butterfly River from homes, power to their villages, and provide
flooding ; to use its water for irrigating dry irrigation for their farms, 
land and to produce electricity ; to build roads On the land reclaimed from the marshes, 
connecting the isolated villages with towns ; the Palaloapan River Hydraulic Commission 
to stamp out unhealty living conditions by will build model villages with well-lit streets,
draining swamps and marshes ; and to re- workshops fitted for electrical equipment and
claim waste and jungle land and establish cinemas.
farms and model villages there, introducing The Papaloapan Project has been called 
modern machinery and new^lypes of crops. “one of the three major engineering accotn-

A plan to harness the river was drawn up plishments of the decade” . It success has
and the quiet countryside soon became a inspired similar schemes to put Mexico s other
scene of great activity. Large excavators great rivers to work producing electric 
began shifting earth—even boulders and energy—the Grijalva in the state of Tabasco , 
trees. Diesel-driven lorries, bull-dozers, and and the noble Usumacinta, 500 miles long, 
other machines became as familiar a sight as which forms part of Mexico’s frontier with 
cactus plants, prickly trees and scrub. Guatemala. ( UNESCO)

The Indians, who had not believed it possi- ^ 5=' k >«..'< "A
ble for men to dominate the great river, /  Have you bought ? I f  not, hurry up /
watched spellbound as great machines dug out J JJ
five tons of earth at a time. Hills, trees and 7 NEW PUBLICATIONS /
familiar land-marks disappeared completely. L i
Over 2,000 tamilies weie shifted from the 1 j Community Organisation in }
neighbourhood, compensated for their ciops, ^ Social Education—Report
and given' houses and land in nearby villages |  of the Xlth Seminar Rs. 2.00 ]
so that the colossal engineering work could be /  /
carried out. l  2. Community Organisation in ‘1

Almost ten years later, the river waters /  Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1.00 /
were diverted and the great dam, with water- r, j?
gates, built. In the rock-hewn channel, bun- /  3. Careers in Psychology "
dieds of feet below, the force of the rushing » —Dharmvir Rs. 5.00 I
waters began to turn huge turbines, creating V . . . . .
energy for the power station to be built *1 4. Social Education in Delhi T
nearby. t  ” An Assessrnent (In Press) Rs. 6.D0 £

A Promise Fulfilled /  5. Celluloid in Indian Society /
By 1955 the President Aleman Dam, one “ —H. S. Bhola Rs 2.00 Jf

of the largest in Latin America, was com- 7 I
pleted. Built of rock and concrete, the Dam L Available with : “
at Tamazcal is an impressive symbol of man’s 1 ' ")
power to control a tempestuous river. Behind £ Indian Adult Education Association f
i>s ?re,at stone, walls iies thte^ ast art’ficial lake 1 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. 1of Sultepec which stores 8,000 million cubic /  ' /
metres of water.
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Follow-up of Literacy
Nazir Ahmad Ansari

IN the absence of objective and scientific (v) Organization of competitions and
studies in the field of follow-up of literacy awarding of prizes,
activities, it is difficult to mention specific- . „ . .

ally the percentages of relapses into illiteracy. (vt) Organization of informal,on-cum-
A Jamia Millia study mentions about 60% Community Centres and reading
relapse within one year, while another in rooms.
Rajkot reports that there was 20% total (vii) Organization of libraries—stationary
relapse, and 50% partial relapse in a period of and circulating, and of ‘Book exhibi-
one to three years. The general experience of tions’.
field workers, however, is that there is a large
percentage of relapse to illiteracy; and the (viii) Observance of literacy, library and
mechanical skills of literacy achieved with Social Education days and weeks,
great effort are lost on account of ill-planned (ix) Pub,ishing of ‘Block’ magazines in
and inadequate follow-up act,vit.es. which the neo-literates are encouraged

Follow-up activities have two main pur- to write,
poses : (i) to preserve what has been learned (x) Readin2 of Ramayana) Mahabharata,
or to prevent relapse into illiteracy and (n) to , ■ f a d scriotures in
further or develop the skill and the knowledge , ,3 ' J 3 •/\  . „„ c , . f  the temples or Community Centres,already sained ; it is prevention of relapse into 1
ignorance. (xi) Encouraging office bearers and

members of different community orga- 
Some of the activities of follow-up which nizations or groups like the Radio

have been tried by field workers and found Listening Groups, Youth Clubs,
effective have been : Mahila Mandals, Dramatic clubs etc.

(i) Writing of sayings, slogans, verses, to record and read out the proceedings
alphabets and numerals etc. on the l^ei1 meetmgs b e ­
wails of public buildings in the villages. (xii) Distribution of posters, charts and 
These keep before the eyes of the other reading materials issued by the
villagers the words, the letters and the Government Departments and non­
numerals etc. constantly. official agencies ; encouragement of

(ii) Distribution of unstamped postcards their reading, proper understanding
to the neo-literates : to encourage them ar|d critical reactions,
to write letters to their relations and Regular post-literacy classes (2nd stage in 
to send replies to the letters received literacy) have also been tried. These are for
by them. Exchange of letters between those adults who have attained the standard
neo-literates in different villages has 0f ^ rst stage in literacy, and are desirous to
also been tried. learn further. The Manual on Social Educa-

(iii) Formation of reading and writing tion issued by the Community Project
groups, clubs and study circles ; en- Administration, (now Ministry of C D. &
couragement of creative work by the Coop), the Teachers Hand Book of Social
villagers—bv holding weekly meetings Education issued by the Ministry of Educa-
and discussions of such croups, clubs tlon> Government of India have suggested the
and circles standards in literacy aimed at, and the syllabi

for such post-literacy classes. In addition to
(iv) Wall news-boards or wall-newspapers. reading, writing and arithmetic, subjects like

Newspaper reading has also been health and hygiene, general knowledge, princi-
tried. pies and practices of cooperation, agriculture,
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recreation, local crafts and handicrafts etc., are R ole o f  S oc ia l Education in Prom oting  
included in the syllabi of such post literacy M utual Appreciation o f  Eastern and

Western Cultural Values
Where a literacy class is in existence the 

teacher should give information in an interest- A National Seminar
ing, informal, and conversational manner.
Group discussions may also be tried for this A national seminar on the role of Social 
purpose. These discussions should invariably Education in promoting Mutual Appreciation 
be interwoven into local conditions, and related of Eastern and Western Cultural Values will 
to the learners’ actual life-situations. This begin in Delhi on the 14th of April. The 
should not remain confined to persons who Seminar which is being organised by the 
are attending the literacy classes. The literacy Indian Adult Education Association will last 
teacher, the literacy class students, the locai three days.
leaders and the VLWs may be used as exten- The object of the Seminar is to find out 
sion agents to spread information to the ways and means to promote understanding 
villagers in general. This sort of informal and appreciation of Eastern and Western 
approach serves as a strong motivation to the cultural values among the people through 
illiterate villagers outside the literacy class to Social Education programmes and to prepare 
join the literacy classes and also as an plan of action on a regional basis, 
effective follow-up device for those who are All voluntary agencies in the field of Social 
“ era es. " Education interested in the Seminar are
——   —  requested to get in touch with the Honorary

RETURN TO SOLOLA General SeCretary ° f the Association'
(Continued from page 16) Building Funds

Other factors, too, such as economic condi- p ° v ern'jier,t .̂ *?ST .fanctl0B?^
tions and school truancy, contribute to this Meraona
state of affairs and efforts made to cope with N.M. Wadia Charities has sent Rs. -DO,-, for 
the situation are seldom on a large enough 'he building tund. 
scale. Some Indians manage to rise to leading Other contributions are :- 
positions, others deliberately disdain from Mrs Weithy Fisher Rs. 100/-
doing so, others still do not have the opportu- SmaII collections S a ­
nity of making good. '

thinks of it in terms of the past and of the i  2
future. It is now ten years since I left Solola. U I ' 's w'[h profound regret that we y
My dream is to find it changed and yet i;,) record the death of Shri Manmohan Lai bj 
familiar : that I should find myself as always M landon, Director of Delhi Public [gj 
free and protected within its walls. (UNESCO) SI Library. Mr. Tandon died of heart n

f) attack in Delhi on the 15th of February rl 
. , . . . . .  I  this year. He was 45. In him, the adult ^

Adult Education Association f3 education movement has lost a tireless ( j
In Australia 1 and farsighted worker. As Director of |

. , , . . . 1  Delhi Public Library, Mr. Tandon work- 1
Australian Association of Adult Education |  ed very hard t0 make the Library a S

has been set up, with headquarters in u model for South East Asian countries, 
Adelaide. Ibis decision was taken at a Con- M He considered social education activities if 
fere nee of interested Adult Education Workers, Js as an integral part of the library service, m 
held in Hobart, iasmama. Mr. J.L P. V llson, J  and was responsible for the organisation MJ 
Dnectoi of University of Sydney, has been 8 0f Social Education activities in the I  
elected Chairman, and Dr. D.W. Crowley of jg Ljbrarv
the University of Adelaide, Secretary and 9  ‘ • ' i
Treasurer.
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University Responsibility and Opportunity
in Adult Education

B. C. Williams

IT is seldom that the international university The points I shall make are intended to be 
community has an opportunity to meet, provocative rather than definitive—to be, 
and this is particularly true in the case of the springboard from which discus- 

those of us who are concerned with the univer- sion will be launched. The order in which 
sity’s contribution to adult education. While they are presented is not particularly signifi- 
we on this continent are readily accessible one cant—indeed, I have attempted to avoid any 
to another and do, in fact, meet comparative- kind of priority in presenting them. Further, 
ly frequently, there is a sense in which we I have attempted to avoid discussion of many 
suffer from the defects of this virtue. I mean, things which universities do, but which are not 
of course, that it is all too easy for North ' “special” in the sense that they may be as 
Americans to become intellectually and edu- easily done by other kinds of social institu- 
cationally inbred as a result of their compara- tions. 
tive ease of communication. It follows that
conferences like this one provide, if not the It has frequently been said that adult edu- 
only, at least the major opportunities to cor- cation is the last frontier in education. If we 
rect this imbalance. And while we are hope- grant this assumption, what implications has it 
ful, of course, that those of you from other for the university ? I suggest that the first of 
countries will benefit from the deliberations these is that within the university community, 
here, there is no question in our minds but the Department of Extension or Extra-mural 
that we have much to learn from you. Our Studies, or whatever it is called, is very often 
common concern is clearly and simply set out the only department on the campus where 
in the central question around which this con- experimentation in new methods and new 
ference is arranged : “What, indeed, is special techniques of teaching is readily possible. We 
about university responsibility in adult are the growing point of the university in these 
education ” ? matters, or can be. I suggest further that this

opportunity for trying out new methods is 
By our very presence we are committed to valid only when the basic aims and objectives 

the proposition that an exchange of views is of the extension department are the same as 
intrinsically valuable, that this familiar form those of the university itself, 
of adult education, the conference, is a device
we deliberately employ to, as it were, lift cur- University people, regardless of depart- 
selves by our own boot straps. mental affiliation, pursue the same two objec­

tive—the preservation and transmission of the 
I assume further that we are agreed that cultural inheritance of the past and the 

the universities’ role in adult education is advancement of knowledge through research 
special. Whatever definitions we give to the and arduous speculation. It has often been 
broad and vague field of adult education said that universities have added to these, 
generally, we believe that it is possible to responsibility for adult education as a third 
achieve a substantial measure of agreement in objective. However, to make Adult Education 
defining the universities’ role in this area. I a third category like this is, by implication, to 
propose to mention some of the things which deny that adult education has anything to do 
I think are either unique to the university, or with either teaching or research—that it is 
if not unique, at least things which the univer- somehow ‘“different,” not only in terms of the 
sity seems to be able to do either better or methods by which it operates, but also in terms 
more easily than other institutions engaged in of the ends or goals it pursues. My point is 
adult education. that the goals of university adult education
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are the same as those pursued by the univer- An example of this is the explosive interest 
sity, even though we may differ in some in the study of foreign languages. Incidentally,
instances as to the means whereby these goals in our experience at Toronto, Russian is in 
are achieved. great demand, and we anticipate a similar

interest in Chinese before long. There is, 
We differ quite obviously in terms of the similarly, a demand for those subjects that are 

community we serve. Whereas the university taught only at the university—philosophy, 
in its traditional role is primarily concerned psychology and the like—to say nothing of 
with the education of the young, we are con- the advanced university level study of those 
cerned with the education of the mature adult subjects to which the adult was introduced in 
who has already taken his place in the High School—English, Science, History, Geo­
community whether in business, in industry, grapny and so forth, 
on the farm or in the home. We differ also in
!hun Part',Un!r rathf r ^  short, the public demand is for those
than fail-time students. The work they do disciplines that are identified with the univer- 
wnh us, whether for credit toward a university sity in the public mind. When, as in this 
degiee, or to improve their professional or case, public demand coincides with the univer- 
occupalional position, or to help them under- sity’s image of itself, the role of the extension 
stand and cope with our increasingly complex department is simply that of acting as an 
society, or lor the sheer love of learning, is honest broker in seeing to it that such courses

n °ne . w ai dl,1° n Jt0r a di.ai y task'- 11 are made available, are adequately publicized 
ow l!jat l.k|se ^ u lts  have motives and are efficiently administered. There are, 

which are quite different from those of the two other kinds of demands which are
average undergraduate, and it should be our not as easily dealt with; the one is in effect a
responsibility to adapt our teaching to these demand that the university lend its prestige to 
1,ceds‘ courses which are pre-designed to serve special

,,, j -o- f . , interests in which neither the university nor
We differ further in that much of our work the extension department has any effective

is done off the campus in towns and cities cpntrol of the curriculum. It is here that the
remote from the university itself. This, of extension department lias an obligation to pro- 
course, vvas the original meaning of the term tect the institution by refusing such requests.

Extension in Noah America. And while In the second case the demand is for education 
we are not the only means whereby the univer- that falls, as it were, midway between these 
an> projects itself into the community it two extremes. What is wanted is neither a 
serves, we are for thousands of adults, the straight academic course nor a piece of practi- 
oniy true continuing contac; .hey have with the cal, technical training but, very likely, some 
university. elements of both. In this case, which in my

experience is the most frequently'occurring one, 
The Role of Extension in the Community the role of the extension department becomes

. , , . much more than that of a mere middleman.
-/, oeil?an s maae. on extension The process whereby such requests are investi- 

departments by the community at large, gated, discussed and modified is, I suggest a 
coupffd with growing enrolments in extension genuinely creative role. No one else on the 
courses, are eloquent testimony that the com- campus is expected regularly and as pait of his 
mumty is .ally aware that it has much to gain daily task to be sensitive to both the internal 
iiom the university and is eager to do so. campus interests and the external public and 
s ornc°ne has remarked that since the advent social needs. The bringing together of these 
oi Sputnik it has become socially acceptable into new and often hitherto unknown and 
to admit at a cocktail paity that one is enrolled untried combinations is then another of those
l  e E V f r  cT S?i0ndf nf  factors unique to the univershy in adult course. Much of this dem&nd is for the study education.
of those disciplines which, by and large, are
only available at the university or which, at In this samp mnn^Hnn .

z s s t & z ia r *effec,ive,y br■ - 1 loping interests of members of the teaching
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staff, make available to the staff member j , s - ;
opportunities and outlets which are not avail- u v

d.'ue1’;.”’ in ,he C0l,r“  °f his normal leacl" 1 Useful B ooks for Social 1
The University and Social Organization |  E d u c a t io n  W o f k m  |

Anyone working in the field of university g $
adult education cannot fail to be impressed ^ Education lor Snlernaiional Under- g
with the sometimes reluctant but nevertheless « standing—Thomas R. Adam. 
high degree of prestige accorded the university ,< _ . _ _ »
by the community at large, and by its leadeis >/ rrsce  Its. 5 .0 0  ,,
in particular. One unhappy but realistic mea- <> V-
sure of this prestige is to be found in the |  Adult Adjustment-Morse A. >
number of occasions when various bodies 8 Cartwright and Glen Burch S 
attempt to cloak dubious educational ventures « . v>
with the mantle of university respectability. $ Price Rs. 3.50 §
While avoidance of such irregular liasons is g §
our clear responsibility, it is also our responsi- £ g
bility and opportunity to use such situations c< Reserve your copy with : $
positively. This, as I see it, has its most « ’ »
frequent expression in the field of social co- |  Indian Adult Education Association 
operation, or as I called it earlier, community < i 7-B i ndraprastha Marg,. »
organization. Because the university stands for « - r “ «
disinterested objectivity, and relative freedom « f'lEW DELHI.
from bias, it is frequently trusted by social « 
groups who do not particularly trust each 
other. In such circumstances it becomes the
only meeting ground on which deeply divergent — — ■ — _  
points of view can be brought together. In the . r at it*
same way, although to a less dramatic degree, A sS O C ia tlO ll  S JNeW  P u b l i c a t i o n s  
the university can often easily bring together
groups which might come together otherwise @ GROUP DISCUSSION-M . C. Nanavatty 
only with great difficulty, if at all. Such J
meetings can take the form of conferences, _  _____ _  „ _____
panels or seminars dealing with problems of ®  REPORT OF GARGOTI SEMINAR
common concern, or they can equally well
serve the purposes of planning and social $  ADULT EDUCATION IN A CHANGING 
organization striving to bring about the crea- SOCIETY—A SYMPOSIUM, 
tion of new and permanent social agencies.

©  THE ALPHABET FOR PROGRESS

©  METHODS AND TECHNIQUES OF 
WORKERS’ EDUCATION

L ife  Members
Order your copy from :

The veteran Adult Education leader, Shri
R.M. Chetsingh, has agreed to become life T , , T, . . . . .
member of the Association. Shri D. V. In d ia n  A d u lt  E d u c a tio n  A sso c ia tio n
Kulkarni, Deputy Director, Social Education,
Madhya Pradesh Government, has also become 17-B INDRAPRASTHA MARG
a life member, and also Shri S.R. Mohsini, NEW tyftwt
Principal, Rural Services, Rural Institute,
Jamia Millia, New Delhi. ___________________ _ _ ____________ _
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C an O ne M an Do C eD S U S  a n d  t l i e  P l a n
Two Jobs ?

The Census Report published recently makes a very 
d i f j j  u  t? j  ,. dismal reading so far as the growth of literacy in the country
Kobe oi A dult E ducation  is concerned. The Registrar-General, in his report, has

m  C h an g in g  W orld described the progress of literacy in the country since 1951 as
sluggish. Literacy has risen at the rate of 0.7 per cent a year. 
The overall average has gone up from 16.6% in 1951 to 23.7% 

O ur Town in 1961. Excluding children below four years o f’age, who
formed 13.5 per cent of the population in 1951, and assuming 

, that there has been no change in the age composition of the
population in 1961, the average literacy rate would be 19.1 

To T h in k  A bout per cent in 1951 and 27.4 per cent in 1961.

The figures indicate rise in percentage but in terms of 
™“ =-= absolute numbers, there are at least 20 million more illiterates

than in 1951. While the number of literates has gone up from 
60 million to 103 million, the number of those who could not 

EDITORIAL BOARD read or write has gone up from 248 million to about 269
million, a huge number for “ a democracy” .

The figures of growth of illiteracy in the States show that 
Dr. m . S. Mehta the more backward states continue to lag behind. The Hindi­

speaking states, which were at the bottom of the list a decade 
Shri Maganbhai Desai ago, continue to occupy the same unfortunate position- Their

literacy rate, which was below 12.5 per cent for all the four 
Shri J.C. Mathur, i.C.S, states of Bihar (12.2), Uttar Pradesh (10.8), Madhya Pradesh

(9.8) and Rajasthan (8.9), is still far below the national average 
Dr. T. A. Koshy of 23.7 per cent in 1961.

Shri H. P. Saxena As the four Hindi-speaking states account for a popula­
tion of nearly 175 million, the formidable problem which they 
face in wiping out illiteracy can be easily imagined. In Uttar 
Pradesh alone, there are over 60 million illiterates in a popu'a- 

p tion of 74 million. The position in Bihar is a little better, but
u _ !sfied by Indin Adult Edu. it is very much worse in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan.

cation Association, 17-B, Indra- Thus, it is clear that unless a real dent is made in mass
prastha Marg, New Delhi, India. literacy, not much progress can be made. The targets of our
Annual Subscription : Rs. 8.00  national development plans will continue to remain unfulfilled
Foreign $ 3,50. Single CopyRe. l.o o  unless the deadweight of mass illiteracy is removed.



The census figures are a challenge to our ’ WORLD ADULT EDUCATION
national planners to Unless they are prepared CONFERENCE
to amend the plan in the tight of the revela- World Adult Education Conference, con- 
tions made by the census report, it is almost vened by the WCOTP, will be held at Vigyan
certain that the Third Plan will remain a mere Bhawan, New Delhi, from July 28 to 30, 1961.
dream. It is not yet too late. We hope that Dr. Homer Kempfer has been appointed 
the planners will read the writing on the wall Coordinator for the Conference.
and make the necessary changes in the _____
educational plan of the country. They SOCIAL EDUCATION AND DEMOCRATIC
should prepare a scheme for a massive campa- DECENTRALIZATION
ign to liquidate illiteracy so that the develop- „  „
ment plan could really achieve its purpose, ^ e ita 10 ®,rec 0

The Twelfth National Seminar on “Social 
In the budget allocations of the various Education and Democratic Decentralization”,

Ministries like Health, Food and Agriculture, organised by the Indian Adult Education
Community Development and Cooperation, Association, will be held in Coimbatore from
Labour, Railway, Education and the various September 27 to 30, this year. Shri Bhagwat
state-owned corporations, funds, are available Sinha Mehta, Chief Secretary, Rajasthan
for educational activities. It is our humble Government, has very kindly aareed to be the
suggestion that these funds should be pooled Director of the Seminar,
together and an autonomous board of social p s G School of Social Work,
education set up to administer the funds and Coimbatore,' will play the host. Shri B.r !
draw up plans for the development of Social Krishnamoorthy, Director of the School, has
Education and the liquidation of illiteracy in been appointed Secretary-General of the
the country. Seminar.

Only imagination and bold action are _
needed and not much funds; for the funds EAST AND WEST SEMINAR POSTPONED
are there. But the funds must be utilised The East-west seminar planned for April 
properly and in an integrated manner, so 14 has had to be postponed,
that a full impact could be made on this The I.A E.A. Building inauguration claimed 
seemingly insoluble problem of illiteracy, for April 13 has also been postponed.
Another suggestion is that we should raise --------
loans from various sources just as we are CARE’s Gift to Jha Library
asking for loans for economic development. CARE has donated an “ American Book 
As one source, PL-480 could also be used to shelf” containing 91 books to the Jha Memo- 
organise a massive campaign against illiteracy, rial Library. This is the second gift from the
and we are sure this money would be readily CARE ‘
available—for who does not know that an n Tu __ • , ... . ,
ignorant and illiterate population is a menace Books for the Jha Memorial library have 
fn demncracv ? also been received from United Kingdom from

" " the Association of Tutors in Adult Education,
__________________________ and the East Midland district of the W.E.A.

A TRAINING COURSE FOR WORKERS Dr. Homer Kempfer, USA, TCM, Deputy
Chief Education Officer, returned to Delhi on 

A three-month Training Course on Social the 15th of March after his vacation. On his 
Education in Urban Areas and Workers’ way back, he visited the Philippines, Saigon, 
Education is going to start on 15th May 1961 and Hongkong.
at 17-B, Indraprastha Marg. It is the second --------
in its series. The first and the pioneering Helen Kempfer, Honorary Editor of the 
training course was started by the Indian Indian Journal of Adult Education, returned 
Adult Education Association on the 14th of to Delhi on the 15th of March, after her 
November 1960 and successfully completed vacation, in the United States. She visited 
on 15th February 1961. The last date for Egypt and Germany on her way to the United 
receipt of applications is 5th May 1961. States and returned via the East.

I
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SHAFIQ MEMORIAL OPENING adult education. The seminar will end with
The Prime Minister, Sfari Jawaharlal eXtfns’on sch°o1

Nehru, has very kindly agreed to formally vllit?Tn f t  to d.scuss the
open the Shafiq Memorial? the headquarters ^  ’V  g* ( ° the defveIop-
of the Indian Adult Education Association on ?<=” ' .  Afr 'I  educatlon ,n the countnes of 
the 29th of April at 5.30 p.m. Dr. Mohan Atnca.
Sinha Mehta, Vice-Chancellor, Rajasthan
University, and President of the Indian Adult The direction of the seminar will be shared 
Education Association, will preside over the by experts from the Friedrich-Ebert Founda- 
function. tion, the German Federation of Extension

The construction of the new building of Schools and the German UNESCO Commis- 
the Association, which has cost nearly five S10n' 
lakhs of rupees, began in 1957. The founda­
tion stone was laid on the 2nd April, 1957 by a . India 1S participating in the seminar. She 
neo-literate at a function presided over by the w*d be represented by Shri A.H. Deshpande, 
Prime Minister. The auditorium of the build- Vice-President, Indian Adult Education Asso- 
ing, to be .named after Poet Rabindranath ciation, Shri N. Bhadriah, President, Mysore 
Tagore, has not vet been completed. State Adult Education Council and Vice-

The Government of India has given a grant S j  !AE\ ; tf  ̂  Koshy Asso-
of Rs. 2,36,b00/- for the construction of the I  ^i°f ^  R e l a t i o n  and Execu-
Shafiq Memorial. The rest of the amount has * Director, Literacy House, Lucknow.
been raised from businessmen, educationists,
social educators in India and abroad. Some RAJASTHAN PLANS AUTONOMOUS 
of the State Governments have also given BOARD
grants for the purpose. About twenty-five
thousand rupees are still to be collected, for The Rajasthan Assembly has passed the 
making the final payment to the contractors Rajasthan Social Education Board Bill. The

The following donations have been recei’v- ^  aut0" ° “ 0Us b° ard ,ofed in March • Social Education to plan and administer the
~ . ' Social Education work in Rajasthan. The Bill
iJr. Zakir Hussain Rs. 100/- was sponsored by the well-known Social Edu-
Choudhury Brahm Prakash cation leader, Janardan Nagar.

M.P. Rs. 100/- _____
Shri Gopinath Aman Rs. 100/- t7. „
Shri J.P. Naik Rs. 100/- Cnt UrgCS M° re S° dal Educatioa
Dr. John Holden, U.S.A. Rs. 7/14 Vice President Radhakrishnan called for
Dr. Roy Minnis Rs. 7/14 greater stress on Social Education as he
Dr R n W T „ i»  r> m n  inaugurated the seventh annual conference of
u r. Robert Luke ... Rs. 7/14 chairmen of State Social Welfare Advisory
Dr. E.C. Preston ... Rs. 7/14 Boards on March 24.
Small collections ... Rs. 510/-

“ Investment in the people is much more 
SEMINAR FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES imPortant than merely development of the 

-pi t .• ,  environment,” Dr. Radhakrishnan said. . “ If
the Derm an institute for Developing the people are not properly trained, all our

Countries is holding a seminar for Asian and plans will misfire. It is, therefore, essential 
. jn f.arL Adult Educators on “ Structure of for us to emphasize this educative side of the 

Adult Education from the 5th April to 9th social welfare programme.”
May this year in West Germany. The seminar
will begin with an introduction into the deve- Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh, a vice president 
lopment of adult education in Germany ; later of Indian Adult Education Association, is 
the participants will go on a field trip through chairman of the Central Social Welfare 
the country to visit model institutions for Board.
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Task Before Adult Educators
Dr. K. L. Shrimali

Union Education Minister

[S p e e c h  delivered at Aliabada (Gujarat), programme of adult education successful, we
while inaugurating the 17th All-India must link it up with the programme of general
Adult Education Conference.] economic development. It cannot be carried out

in isolation. Unless people are motivated, and

THE problem that faces us is of very great they begin to realise that some useful results 
magnitude. By the end of 1960, we are will come, they are not likely to take interest 
expecting that the percentage of literacy in any literacy programme. We must, there- 

would be about 28%. The population is grow- fore, try to link this up with the basic needs 
ing fast—faster than the increase in provisions for food, shelter and education, 
we make for educational facilities. So there . , 
is actually a race between the growth of popu­
lation and literacy. Unless we make an all- The whole purpose of ‘Social Education’ 
out attack on mass illiteracy our problems will the term generally used in our country, is to 
grow more and more difficult as time passes, make this programme comprehensive, to link 
It is easy to tackle them now. It will be diffi- up adult education with general development, 
cult to tackle them a little later when the to establish links between education and the 
percentage of illiteracy may have increased. basic needs of people. That, to my mind, is

the most essential requirement in all pro- 
The problems of poverty and illiteracy to grammes of adult education, 

some extent aie mterdependent. We cannot jf we accept this approach this will require 
raise the standards of our people unless we some changes in the administration of social
give them education. We cannot have educa- education. It means that this programme
tion—good education—unless there is econo- cannot be carried out by any one sinale
mic development. And we go on moving in a agency. The whole community must make an 
vicious circle. The only way in which this effort to educate itself. Not only the educa-
circie can be broken is to make an all-out tion department or the social education orga-
attack on the illiteracy which is prevalent in n;sers< but all the people working for rural
our country. It you look at the problem from reconstruction will have to join hands to make
this point of view, the programme o a u this programme effective. Village Level Wor-
education assumes very great importance. kers, Social Education Organisers, Community

In the past, many efforts have been made Development Officers and Voluntary Agen- 
to eradicate illiteracy but we have not met with cies—all these will have to work in close 
much success. At this time when we are about collaboration if we are to attack this colossal 
to launch the third five year plan, we should problem.
try to review all our past activities and recog- Another important point which we have to 
rise our efforts in such a way that they can be remember is that adult education is not con-
more fruitful. fined to any particular age. In our country

No programme of literacy can be success- *f}?re are peoP!e wll° are altogether
fui if it is not linked up with the other illiterate. I is sometimes suggested that when 
development programmes. In the past, when- a11 our resources are urgently needed for 
ever efforts were made to make people literate, econom.c development programmes, the pro- 
they were not successful because they were not ^ “ l ° fc!lteracy co.uld wait for some time,
linked up with the felt needs of the people. £  ere are some people who think that it is
Plans and programmes are made by people «  >5? bett«  to other means of commum-
someb ne ' ho are nol in close touch with the cation such as radio and films, which could be
people, their needs, their hopes and their used for educating the people, 
aspirations. If we really want to make the (Continued on page 17)
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Gan One Man Do Two Jobs ?
The Social Education Organizer and the Block Level Panchayat Officer

II. P. Sexsena

llie liob lem . Merger of Roles to the problem of merger can provide data in
Social Education Organizer and the the light of which it may be possible to base

|  Panchayat Officer are “two important administrative policy. However the writer -
functionaries in the block team with does not have information about any research

distinct roles and functions to perform. Of studies focussed on the effects of merging the
late it has been felt in some quarters that a two rules. In the absence of such research,
single functionary should perform the duties one can only rely on analytical thinking and
of both the Social Education Organizer and logical reasoning,
the Block Level Panchayat Officer. The Tl,_ ^  , .  , ,

• merger of the roles in a single functionary P  ^ eedt°L Checking that 
poses a serious problem before the students Panchayat Ru es Are Followed 
and workers in the field of Social Education. Referring to the safeguards for the proper 
The problem deserves a more careful study functioning of Panchayats, the working group 
than has perhaps been given to it. on Panchayats set up by the Ministry of

This paper is an attempt to deal with the SeToTfrLing^JltleTwffiich"wilGmould 'in
problem from the stand-point of administra- right direction the decisions of Panchayat
twe efficency. How will the merger of roles The Group* further said in its report

achievement of objectives with which “ Making such rules is not enough. There
the posts were created . should be some method to ensure that these

The writer is not aware of the factors which ru,es are observed and their breaches are
weigh with the protagonists when they suggest detected and remedial action taken. There
merger. Perhaps it may be economy. But let should, therefore, be a machinery and pro-
there be no false economy. An overemphasis cedure for regular and continuous check up
on economy may ruin a programme. ° f  various kinds of action taken by the

During the last few years evaluation bodies Panchayat to find out if the rules are being 
and knowledgeable people have made quite a dtdy observed.” 
few suggestions to increase the effectiveness of . ,
tlje programme of Social Education. None working of P anch aL s ' can' h a rd t be^ov' ,0-
mer?ereVS t n ,WP° r reC°mmended l,he emphasised. Experience has' shown that
doubt'the ^effectiveness'of* theV role ̂  of "the PadcJ ayats. in m? ny cases Provide a forum
Social Educaiinn n  ■ i u  n  e for shaipemng old feuds, conflicts and factions.
hfs po«t to b e a b o i S i  u  f  hke In many Places caste differences have been
bodies'; after c a re fU c o n s id c ra S  oMv'nr'ide aCCen,Uated due Panchayat elections. The 
sucecstions for i m n r o v e m p n t c ’ °^-y d Programme Evaluation Organization2 found 
L T c . f  ^nchaya.* ,ha,
under Community Development Whatever l  l  , Panchayats, rivalries had come 
nnv he ill - reasons for m™;,, ',i vvnatever into existence or increased due to Pane l.oatmay oe tin teasons 101 merging the roles of elections
the Social Education Organizer and the Blobk
Level Panchayat Officer, it would be useful The Programme Evaluation Organization2 
to study whether Panchayat and Social Educa- a ŝo ôund that about 70 per cent of the
tion work could be done efficiently under this Panchayat members and 98 per cent of
set-up. Panchayat. presidents belonged to the high

q . „ ot. . , , .. castes. It further found that 88 per cent of
Systematic research and evaluation geared Panchayat members and 96 per cent of

t 5 ]



Panchayat presidents were land-holders. The work and programme proposed for the follow-
meagre representation of the low caste and ing year. With the functioning of Panchayati
non-landholding classes may result in Raj, administrative work relating to Pan-
Panchayats ignoring their interests. This may chayats is bound to increase. In view of the
happen more so because the low'caste landless expanding administrative work, will it be
labourers are economically poor and educa- possible for the Block Level Panchayat Officer
tionally backward. In this context rigid rules to do Social Education work in addition to 
and procedures coupled with an active system his Panchayat w'ork ?
of checks, appear essential. 0Scope of Social Education

To what extent is the work of Panchayats xhe functioning of Panchayati Raj will 
being checked at present? To what extent also expand the scope 0f Social Education, 
are the Panchayats receiving guidance from Education has been recognized as the most 
the Panchayat officers In its report on the effective safeguard for the proper functioning 
study of Panchayats, the Programme Evalua- 0f panchayats. The members of the Pan- 
tion Organization has pointed out Mainly chayats, functional committees and associate 
because of their large jurisdictions, but at least organizations have to be trained and retrain- 
partly because of their preoccupation with ed. There has to be a continuous process of 
administrative matters the Panchayat inspec- training. In addition to training camps, many 
tion staff in most States have not given ade- other methods of training will have to be uti- 
quate guidance to Panchayats for improving j;zed
their working. Their visits, not very frequent, x . . . , ,
are concerned primarily with administrative Mere .raining in the rules and procedures 
matters.” Programme Evaluation Organiza- ai<a down under Panchayat Acts will not be 
tion5 found that in Batala in the Punjab, none enough. Panchayats have to be developed as 
of the Panchayats studied was inspected more agencies tor the socio-economic development 
than twice since their establishment in 1952. °* . country. They are to take a leading
For more efficient working of Panchayats a role in the promotion of desired social change, 
better system of guidance and check will have Ancient Indian Panchayats succeeded in main- 
t n  he w o rk e d  n u t  taming the traditional culture. Metcalfe0 has

written “Dynasty after dynasty tumbles down.
The machinery for this work will evolve Revolution succeeds revolution. Hindu, 

over a period of time and will differ in details Pathan, Moghul, Maratha, Sikh, English, all 
from State to State. However, whatever the are masters in turn but the village communi- 
details of the set-up and functioning of this ties remain the same. In times of trouble 
machinery, the Block Level Panchayat Officer they arm and fortify themselves. A hostile 
will be called upon to shoulder an increasing army passes through the country. The village 
burden of assisting the appropriate high level communities collect their cattle within their 
checking authority in undertaking this essential walls and let the enemy pass unprovoked.” 
work The statutory Panchayats are to take over

A perusal of the job chart of Block Level local administration but promote a national 
Panchayat Officers shows that already they feeling in the people and initiate programmes 
have many administrative duties to perform community development through self-help, 
in relation to Panchayats. They have to see help them achieve the objectives, the mem- 
that Panchayat Secretaries maintain office bers wi.l have to be provided with liberal edu- 
records in proper shape ; explain the Pancha- cation. They will also have to be helped to
yat A c t  to the members ; ensure that Pancha- develop proper attitudes and learn the skills
yat finances are spent equitably ; assist Pan- ° ' promoting social change, 
chayats in collection of taxes; conduct en- The success of Community Development 
ijuiries on complaints connected with Pancha- and Panchayati Raj will depend not only upon 
yat administration, etc. In some states the the training of the members of Panchayats and
Panchayat Extension Officer has to convene a associate organizations but also on the educa-
meeting of village adult residents once a year, tion of the rural masses. Whenever historical
In this meeting is presented a statement of events pose a challenge to traditional culture
accounts together with last year's report of and new modes of behaviour pattern are
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called for, the need for Adult Education is and relegates to the background the young, 
strongly felt. Thus in various European Social Education has to give increasing atten-
countries industrialization demanded a swift tion to youth work,
change, a readjustment, which had to be .
learnt. Adult Education was promoted to The enormity and urgency of the problems
meet the need. India with its big plans of mass education-in-citizenship and training
socio-economic development needs a chanae ’n leadership call tor imagination and sincere
in the outlook of the people. New ways of action- Extensive use will have to be made
adjustment to social and economic pheno- of literacy classes, library and reading room
mcna have to be learned. A growing pro- memberships, discussion groups, study circles,
gramme of Social Education has to shoulder radio forums, youth and other organizations,
the responsibility. etc., f°r imparting education-in-citizenship.

Social Education workers will have to encou- 
Panchayati Raj lends a new significance to rage the formation and development of a large

the programme of education-in-citizenship. In number of voluntary organizations with built-
Scandinavian countries Adult Education syn- in devices for education and enlightenment,
chronized with the upsurge of peasantry. It was Mass literacy campaigns could hardly be
the emancipation ot peasants which paved the ignored. Literacy may well be regarded as
way for Adult Education. Thus in Denmark the foundation for education. Intelligent use
in 1841 steps were taken to introduce new will have to be made of media like recreational
local government in the rural communities. It and cultural activities, audio visual aids, tours
was then that the need for Adult Education and excursions, games and sports, celebration
was widely recognized and active steps taken of fairs and festivals, issue of simple readable
to meet it through folk high schools. , The literature, etc. This is particularly important
introduction of Panchayati Raj in India because experience has shown that in India
provides suitable soil for the growth of edu- Social Education programmes requiring
cation-in-citizenship. In fact it makes Social occasional participation are very successful
Education a pressing need. while those which require day to day work

The study group set up by the Association often fail.
M V A R nw  Agencies for Rural Development may be remembered that activities enume-
(AVARD), to study democratic decentralisa- t d iA nrnvide nn educ a t ion a l  experience 
tion in Rajasthan, very ably pointed out that , f °  . provide an educational experience 

a ’ - *• I  F only when thev are properly planned and con-
fnPnH n L  t i l m !  decentralization will ducted> Their" prope,. organization depends on
leadership in t une  w hh 'th '^s  ' tow ing up a educational skills. It is vain to hope that the 
ncnnTe atPall t oe "  f 16 BIock Level Panchayat Officer, who so far has
die village to the"national level.' They" hav™ n,ot been ?ble t0 do ^ ju s t i c e  to the task of

abr s  havMh.8as ership “ S v t s x x i t f s i
of delaying national progress becauTe'VThe expandmg burden of Social Education work,
selfish attitude of prevailing vested interests The Training of Personnel
thenew saeyt°uC ”Py p0Siti° DS ° f authority in Social Education workers need extensive 

p‘ training in the use of educational media,
An attempt has to be made to evolve and human relationships, community organization, 

train future leadership. The development of etc. Those who favour merger of the roles 
future leadership depends to a large extent seem to believe that if Block Level Panchayat 
upon the facilities available to the young Officers get about two months training in 
people to form groups and have an experience Social Education, they should be able to do 
of group life. Youth clubs provide the best Social Education work. It may be noted that 
opportunity to imbibe the spirit of sacrifice for while a majority of Social Education oreani- 
the group and the community, develop an zers are graduates, most of the Block Level 
aptitude for social service and learn the skills Panchayat Officers are comparatively less 
of social living. Youth work is particularly qualified. It is doubtful whether these officers 
important in a country like India where society who have long been doing administrative and 
places a high premium on age and experience inspectional work relating to Panchayats will
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be able to reorient their thinking and methods Education Organizer will together be able to 
of working by a short training of two months. build safeguards f or the success of Panchayati
Administrative and Educational Roles Raj. Merging the roles in one functionary

may lead to neglect of both. It may particu- 
The questions also arises whether the roles ]arly deal a fatal blow to the processes of

of the Bloc;r Level Panchayat Officer and the Social Education at a time when they need to
Social Education Organizer are compatible, be strengthened.
The main role of the Block Level Panchayat
Officer is to help and guide the Panchayats in References :
understanding, appreciating and following the 1. Government of India, Ministry of Corn-
rules and piocedures framed for their working. munity Development and Cooperation,
The Social Education Organizer has to assist Report o f the Working Group on Pan-
the people by organizing and encouraging chayats (l959)-p. 7
situations in which they learn the significance 2. Planning Commission, Programme Evalua-
of Panchayati Raj and Community Develop- lion Organization, A Study of Panchayats
ment (1958)—pp. 8-9.

While the role of the Block Level Pan- 3. Ibid, p. 10
chayat Officer is chiefly inspectidnai, adminis- 4 jbid p 18
trative and supervisory, that of the Social ' ’ '
Education Organizer is predominantly educa- Ibid, pp. 17-18.
tional and organizational. These two roles 6. Quoted in, H.D. Malviya, Village Pan- 
are distinct and need two separate func- chayats in India (1956), pp. 257-58. 
tionaries. Indeed, the Block Level Panchayat 7. -Association of Voluntary Agencies for
Officer has not to pose as an inspecting officer Rurai Development, Report o f a Study
but he has to see that the rules and procedures Team on Democratic Decentralisation in
laid down tor the functioning of Panchayats Rajasthan. (1961) p 3
are actually followed. If he finds that a _ ’ p '
Panchayat is not working the way it ought to, ^
he has to report the matter to higher authority /  1
so that proper action is taken. t  y ° 11 nought . I f  not, hurry op £

The Social Education Organiser is to assist / NEW PUBLICATIONS
the learning process. Real learning takes place X t
in an atmosphere free from administrative and /  1. Community Organisation in /
supervisory relationship. I  Social Education—Report L
Complementary Nature of the Two Roles |  f Û; Seminar Rs. 2.00 |

1 his should not be taken to mean that the 1 2. Community Organisation in 
Block Level Pancnayat Officer and the Social /  Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1 00 /
Education Organizer have no common core to ' L
work on. In fact the two will have many j  3. Careers in Psychology 5
opportunities to work together and help each £* —Dharmvir " p s 5 CO ?
other. Social Education Organizer will help § ' /
the Block Level Panchayat Officer in conduct- 1 4. Social Education in Delhi *j
ing training camps for Panchayat members, /  —An Assessment (In Press! Rs 6 00 /
Gram Sahayaks, etc. While the Block Level *) “
Panchayat Officer has to take up the responsi- /  5. Celluloid in Indian Society /
bikty of imparting training in the rules and —H. S. Bhola ' Rs. 2.00 t
regulations laid down for the functioning of /  t « T
Panchayats, the Social Education Organizer L Available vith ■ t
has to attempt to bring about an understanding ) 1 *
of the significance of Panchayati Raj, commit- (, Indian Adult Education Association /  
nity cohere or and use of the administrative T T_ , ,, . .  ’ «
machinery for community development. The /  * * Indrapra»(ha Marg, New De!hi. 1
Block Level Panchayat Officer and the Social -t  t
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Role of Adult Education in a 
Changing World

The World Conference of Adult Education, which met in Montreal, Canada, dealt in 
one of its Commissions with the structure and organisation of Adult Education. Here are 
excerpts from the reports of the Commission. This follows reports published in the February 
and March Journals.

npH E  Conference considered the following society in which he lives. This involves 
Jl three issues : consideration of fundamentals and possibly

controversial issues affecting society in the 
@ Role of governments field of politics, economic policy and moral
0  Role of voluntary organizations judgments. Government institutions, with
©Co-ordination of governmental and f1?6 , bf st intentions in the world are un-

non-governmental activities. llkely.to enc?ur,?°s the fr.ee eXam‘°haquestions which may undermine the policy
it was felt that these three areas were close- of a party in power or which may irritate

ly interrelated and that no benefit would or alarm influential sections of the popula-
accrue fiom attempting to deal with them tion who are distressed by any questioning
individually in isolation. However, an attempt of the beliefs, ideas or customs they have
has been made to gather together again the accepted in the past,
main points relating to each sub-heading with­
out relation to the time sequence or without 3. I11 the general field of arts and culture, 
reference to the individual delegates or repre- government control may well be sterile,
sentatives who made a particular point. Only voluntary organizations can release

the creative resources of adults effectively. 
I. Voluntary Organization In this field, the government can provide

A good deal of attention was concentrated resources but not planning and control,
upon the role of voluntary organizations and 4. Governmental institutions tend to be rigid 
then-relationship with governments, parti- andcautious,reluctanttoattem ptnew pro-
cularly in connection with the role that govern- jects. Voluntary organizations can take
meats could or should play in any expanded greater risks, be more venturesome and 
programme of adult education. experimental. This is one of the major

(a) Case for voluntary organizations in contributions that voluntary organizations
adult education can make and their flexibility should be

The arguments in favour of voluntary respected and supported,
organizations put forward during the session, 5. Voluntary organizations can do much to 
may be summarized as follows : ’ create the necessary public opinion favour-
1. Adult ednratinr ,,_im . ,, r able to adult education within which adult

S S S ,  T  *0ther rf0f S education can flourish and without which
^  £Ven governments in a democratic State

be effective, adult education organization^ r  <;annot m0Ve W,th 3ny contldence’ 
must reflect this voluntary character. Adult voluntary organizations must be preserved
Education cannot be controlled by govern- as important providers of adult education
ments if it is to be really vital and afive services, not merely because they meet me

0 ‘ ' criteria set forth in ihe five preceding para-
z. Adult education, particularly in the sphere graphs, but also because in a democratic

of the liberal education of adults, is con- society participation in a voluntary orcani-
cerned with the values which underpin the sation is an educational experience in its
modern democratic society. It must be own right aftd an experience which helps to
concerned with the development of man’s develop the powers of individual responsi-
questing and critical awareness of the bility and leadership.
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(b) Limitations of voluntary organizations educational facilities were available to all
While there appeared to be general agree- children so that State must be concerned

ment with the general thesis that voluntary with, and responsible for, seemg that edu-
organizations play, and must continue to play of the degree of formal education
* S u S S " ,  many6 =  £ £ 2  Ee or she had obtained as a child.
doubts as to the complete validity of the thesis 2. Complete agreement that the State authori- 
in terms of the conditions operating in an age ties were responsible for providing adequate
of rapidly accelerating scientific and technologi- financial resources for adult education and
cal change. It was not that they disagreed that at present, in most countries, the
with the value of the role of the voluntary resources made available were meagre, in
organization, but they felt that to follow the terms of (a) the amount spent on other
thesis to its logical conclusion must relegate forms of education and (b) the urgency of
governments merely to the role of providers of the tasks facing adult education in a world
funds for adult education without supervision, of rapid scientific and technological change, 
direct share in planning or ultimate control.
This seemed quite out of touch with reality. References were made to resolutions
Some confusion undoubtedly arose from the passed at the international seminar on the
use of the term “government” when what was access of workers to culture held at
under discussion was the “ State” which Bucharest in favour of general disarmament
embodies not only governments (which may as a method of releasing resources which
change both in membership and in policy) but could be devoted by governments to an
all the institutions, both national and local, expansion of adult education facilities, and
which have some concern with education, i.e., the suggestion was made that the Con-
government departments, schools, universities. ference might make a formal resolution in

the matter. In the general discussion that 
Those who had pressed most strongly the followed, it became clear that all members

case for the voluntary organizations accepted hoped that the countries of the world could
this definition and made it clear that they reach some agreement on disarmament but
were not arguing that governments or state tjiat tj:e consideration of this topic was
institutions should be concerned only with the outside the scope of the agenda of the
provision of funds for adult education, or Conference. It was appropriate to make
limited in their role to the provision of services a recommendation asking governments in
within the field of vocational courses or funda- a]j countries to make more money available
mental education. What they supported was for acjujt education but quite inappropriate
a fruitful partnership between salutory bodies to su„gest from what budgetary resources
and voluntary organisations. What was impor- t]iey should obtain the money, 
tant was that in reorganizing to meet the aareement that in newly

and Va!2ee developing*’™ > r e  the urgency of the
contribution they can make should not be ^ 0 “ ^  State must take an ’active 
ignored. jeaci jn a(juit education. Voluntary organi-
II. Government Policy zations take time to emerge and, having

In discussing the role of governments in emerged, take time to gain experience and
adult education and taking into consideration maturity. The delegates from Ghana,
the sense in which the term was used as Liberia, Morocco, and Tunisia illustrated
meaning the “ State” , the following points this position clearly in their descriptions of
a^ se . relationships in their countries between
1. There was general agreement that the State government, educational institutions and

(as defined) must be concerned with adult vo imtary organizati 1. ■
education as an essential and integral part 4. There was general agreement that there 
of the total educational system of the coun- were special areas within the field of adult
try and that, as the State must be con- education which must be financed, planned
cerned with and responsible for seeing that and controlled by the State though not
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necessarily by a central government (c) There is need for greater stress upon 
authority. These areas would include the role which can be played in adult
fundamental education (not necessarily education by the schools and the
limited to literacy campaigns), vocational whole teaching profession. We entrust
education at the technical level, and the teachers with the education of the
ensuring of the necessary basis Tor adult whole child (vocation, aesthetic, cul-
education in the form of adequate financial tural, civic and human values),
resources, building, equipment and teacher Teachers do work with adults. With
training. training they could do it better and

5. There was a high degree of agreement, ? ? re teac^ers could be involved,
though not complete agreement, with the Schools have resources which should
proposition that even in highly developed be available to adults as well as to
countries (economically and educationally) children. Even if voluntary organi-,
the State must be responsible not only or zations have a special contribution
the provision of the necessary funds for lo in t j e . sphere °f liberal edu-
adult education but also for a high degree cation for adults, agreement on this
of involvement in the actual provision of point should not be taken to mean
adult education programmes, in planning, contribution of schools and
in some form of supervision of the work , e . leaching profession must be
undertaken and in general overall control. limited to the sphere of vocational or
t’l , , , c . . , remedial education of adults. The
ti e who suppoi ted this final view made possibilities and potentialities are
the following points much wider
(a) In view of the urgency of the tasks (d) Increasing involvement, participation

lacing adult education today, no and overall supervision and control
goveinment can leave the provision of over general framing and planning of
adult education services to chance. adult education by community esta-
Voluntary organizations tend to con- blished institutions does not neces-
centrate upon special fields and to sarily imply any reduction in the role
attract special audiences. Some section played by voluntary organizations,
of the community might be ignored, nor necessarily any reduction in the
important community needs might be freedom of the voluntary organizations
overlooked—gaps might appear. It is or in the absolute total of resources
the responsibility of the whole com- they receive from the State. It
munity through its “ State” institutions appeared clear from delegates’ reports
to consider total national interests and at the conference that, in countries
ensure that all individuals in the com- where the State is conscious of its obi;-
munitv have access to a complete gations in the field of adult education,
range of adult education services. the number of voluntary organizations

(b) The impact of rapid scientific and concerned with one aspect or another
technological developments is creating educalion increases even more
sharp and sudden changes and social rapidly than the programmes of State
problems, in the relatively stable and controlled or state supported mstitu-
mature societies as well as in the tions. The share going to voluntary
newly developing areas Even if organizations in the form of money
voluntary organizations could plan ° 1' services may be greater in total
and control adult education in the even lf relatively smaller.
past when change was slower, the The Conference recommended : 
problems are too acute today. A crash
programme in adult education is 1. That Unesco and governments of Member 
needed. Total community involvement States should be urged to pay increasing
is required and the community must attention to workers’ club-type organiza-
work through its own State and local tions which can play a very important part
institutions. in the education of the people and the
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development of cultural life since, through In the discussions the following types of 
their forms, methods and activities, they voluntary organizations were distinguished, 
offer a wide range of education possibilities, although it must be borne in mind that there

2. That there is an increasing need for is tno black and whi‘e divisi,on betweend]e
academic research in the field of adult edu- cate8.orles but ? f Sradual and napercept.ble 
cation and in the training of adult educa- merg,ng ° f ° ne mt0 another :
tors at various levels. Both research and (a) organizations concerned solely with
training must be a responsibility of univer- adult education, e.g. WEA, People’s
sities and of educational organizations Education Committee in Ghana, Indian
such as teacher-training colleges. Adult Education Association, CAAE,

etc.
3. That, even in advanced countries, the pace

of technological and scientific change (b) organizations set up for purposes other
means that "we are faced by relative than education but whose contribution
illiteracy, and all resources must be mobi- in the field of adult education is both
lized against this new phenomenon. extensive and by no means peripheral,

e.g. trade unions, cooperative societies,
III. Co-ordination of Activities country women’s associations, and so

forth ;
Discussions on the two sections “Role of (c) organizations created for educational
governments and “ Role of voluntary purposes but whose interests are
S?„a.  n overlapped with discus- limited either in terms of subject
sions on “ Co-ordination . This was inevitable. matler of in kind of membership, e.g.

The point was made that it is difficult to ornithological societies, geographical
talk of the role of voluntary organizations on and historical societies, drama and
the one hand and the role of the government music groups etc •
™ . the ^  tisoIa*ioDj The netw t!f.ks (d) organizations concerned with special
facingadut education mvolve a partnership, interests, which do supply their
and the roles of both types of institutions will members with educational services in
be determined in different countries in different the form cf lectures, film evenings,
ways according to their stage of evolution and etc., but whose educational aspectbis’
the maturity and responsibility of the voluntary peripheral to the social, recreational,
organizations. economic, religious or political objec-

It was felt that the term “ co-ordination” wb'cb ôrin tbe ma’n purpose of
implied some authority with power to decide 1 ie,r existence-
by fiat the roles to be played by various whi] there - nn sharn b]ack „nd whitp 
institutions or organizations. It was felt that , ere H no sharp black and white
a term like correlation or cooperation might the categories, the Conference
be more appropriate. realized that it is importan o recogmze that

v differences do exist and that this has a bearing
In discussing co-ordination or correlation, upon policy, decisions, particularly in determin- 

it became clear that it w'as not possible to ing the relationship which should exist, in any 
consider “ voluntary organizations” as being given country at any particular stage of its 
all identical. Even if we restricted our atten- development, between State institutions and 
tion to voluntary organizations, which could voluntary organizations, 
rightlv claim some participation in, and interest TV- T„f m
in, adult education, the degree of that partici- IV‘ In“ lona* Co-operat.on 
pation and interest must vary considerably. 1. In the discussion of the role of govern- 
Although comparisons may be invidious, it is ments in adult education, a number of
not possible to consider co-ordination—cor- delegates (including representatives from
relation—cooperation with the State on the Nigeria, Liberia, and Ghana) pointed out
basis of all voluntary organizations concerned that, in some countries facing problems of
with adult education having exactly the same violent and rapid change merely as a result
relationship with the State. Some distinction of their own efforts to achieve moderate 
must be made. levels of modernization, resources available
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for the task were often insufficient. No As the government must build up the
matter how conscious governments were country’s economic potential, and increase
ot their responsibilities to expand adult production of food, housing, clothing, and
education to overcome illiteracy, to health facilities, as well as “factories, roads

?IeI°P cu,tural opportunities and to pro- and capital equipment, the total resources
vide every adult with the educational cannot be devoted to child education,
acuities which would enable him to Under such circumstances, the government

develop fully all his latent resources, only cannot hope to carry out its obligations in
international support and co-operation on the field of adult education without assis-
a massive scale could make success possible tance through international cooperation
within these countries and enable the . F
governments to carry out the responsibilities 4- The point was made by several delegates 
they were eager to shoulder. that international assistance to developing

2. It became clear as 'the discussion on this countries should be based on a system of
topic proceeded, that delegates were con- multi-national cooperation rather than on
scious that the newly developing countries llateral agreements. Such assistance
of Asia and Latin America were facing a should, possible, be channelled through
crisis of a magnitude which is only now tae • lted Nations and its specialized
becoming obvious. in spite of almost agencies such as Unesco, ILO, WHO, etc.
superhuman efforts on their own behalf A suggestion was made that there was need
and in spite of the impressive assistance or a sPe?1TaT fund,to be set up under the 
given by Unesco, ILO, WHO, and of the auspices of Unesco, for the specific purpose
technical aid given by States and through ot overcoming illiteracy wherever it still
such programmes as the Colombo Plan exists in the world,
and other bilateral assistance programmes, 5. Other points which emerged from the dis- 
the gap between the developed countries mission of international cooperation were •

jis  ss: » rrw
ing instead of dosing. The rate of scientific TOnvincina V lm h e f  w .
and technological change is constantly “ gcnc“  o°f E 3 &  a ^ c m e n t on a
accelerating. Countries with an established single Y “second” 3  t ?

f  scientific * £ *  ™ 1 - 3 '%. , a S s,
tion. Not only are they alreadv* in°an aI1 Schools in a11 Member States,
advanced position but further advance is thus providing a language of commu-
easier and more rapid. The developing nication throughout the world. /
countries on the other hand, like the (b) Need for greater exchange of adult
character in “Alice in Wonderland”, must educators from country to country,
constantly run faster and faster, even to through travel and study grants, the
stay in the same relative position. If organization of regional and inter-
the gap between the developed and the national conferences, and the inter-
developing countries is not to widen to change of members ot staff for varying
disastrous proportions, a programme of periods between  ̂ adult education
international cooperation and assistance organizations in different countries,
must be organized on a world-wide emer- (c) Possibility of the extension under the 
gency basis. auspices of Unesco of the voluntary

3. In certain areas the increase in population labour camp principle to adult educa-
presses on resources. The delegate from t*on> e-g- volunteers from various
India pointed out that even if 50%-70% of countries helping a special project such
budgatory resources were utilized over the as the construction of adult edupation
next five years for providing elementary centres.
education for children between the ages of (d) Unesco’s schools project provides cer- 
five and eleven, it is doubtful whether all tain schools with material designed
the children in India in this age-group for teaching about international under-
could be assured of adequate schooling. standing. The suggestion was made
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that this project be extended so that it strengthened ; i.e., it should nave a
can provide similar material for adult permanent nucleus of members drawn
education institutions and organiza- from non-governmental organizations
tions. with the most direct concern for adult

(e) A number of delegates spoke in favour education; it should meet at definite
of proposals referring to the right of intervals; it should report directly to
workers to paid study leave. It was the Executive Board and to the
suggested by some delegates that this Director-General,
should include transportation andI paid 3̂  An alternative to this view was the sug-
travel expenses for study outside the gestsd creation of a World Council of
workers own country. Full agreement Adult Education within the broad frame-
could not be reached on this point; a work of Unesco and financially aided by it.
number of delegates felt that adequate
provision for the further education of 4. In relation to these suggesions, the Con-
workers could be made by job release ference examined the objectives which it
arrangements and special scholarships, believed to be implicit in the attemp tto
but that to insist on the right of all develop more effective international con-
woikers to such payments was prema- tacts, e.g.
ture at this stage. (a) strengthen Unesco in carrying out

its major purposes, such as the attempt 
V. Possibility of World Association to eradicate illiteracy, to establish a
I. Discussion of this and the preceding topic, world clearing house for education

in fact, concerns two related issues; an(  ̂ }° promote adult education
throughout the world;

(a) How can Unesco attain its short-and (b) to facilitate regional action (seminars, 
long-term objectives through adult training courses, etc.) which contribute
eoucation. from whom should Lnesco t0 Unesco’s purposes as a world
seek advice in regard to adult educa- organization-
tion ? What should be the status of , .
any advisory or consultative body ? (c) to increase the possibility of personal

. * , , . . , , contacts between people directly res-
(b) How can people and institutions that ponsible for the provision of adult

are professionally and directly con- education-
cerned with adult education, as a ’
matter or organization, process and W  develop mutual unuerstanding by 
content, strengthen their own relations? encouraging people from different
In doing so, they would hope to serve count lies to meet for travel, study and
their own work better, and to the discussion in educatianal settings,
extent that they succeeded, they would (e) to encourage the work of Unesco and 
serve the purposes of Unesco, and it is of existing national and regional
therefore in the interests of Unesco to centres for research and provision of
assist them. information which are open to people

2. There are, therefore, two rather different from more than one country, and to
views as to wbat should be the continuing support the developments of new
consequences of this conference. On one centres as necessary;
hand, it was urged in discussion that : (f) to increase the international usefulness
(a) development of international contacts and circulation of publications, audio-

should be within the framework of visual material, etc., produced by
Unesco; Unesco, by public and private agencies

(b) the adult education interests of Unesco in Member States and by non-govern-
require better budgetary provision and mental organizations.
higher status in the Secretariat;

(c) the existing Consultative Committee (From material supplied by
on Adult Education should be Unesco, Paris).
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Q ur Town

Catfish Day in Main Street
Rober Faherty

LOCAL pride runs deep in our little town, content to keep it free of chrome-nlaterl 
without being talked about, in a strong modernity. v ^
faith that Lansing, Iowa, in the rural

middle of the United States, has special Walk down the slope of Main Street (half 
beauties and charms. a mile long) and you will notice two-story

„  , . stone buildings with brick fronts, weathered
,° be sure, Lansing is not particularly by all the years of the town ; and a few well- 

exotic. There are no date palms there and aged wooden one-story shops, the merchant’s 
no minarets, no skyscrapers and no nuclear name on a large panel above in the manner of 
reactors. But lacy willow trees shade the the old Far West. One stone building has 
river bank, church bells call to prayer on two signs : “ Fire Station” and, another, 
Sundays, and sometimes a cow comes plodd- “ Town Jail” ; it contains pumps but never a 

/  inS down Main Street among the farmers’ prisoner. Many of the parked automobiles 
automobiles. are old, defying the national vogue of newness,

• ,, . and some defiantly wear a week’s accumula-
There remains the question of whether tion of crusted yellow mud on their fencers 

other qualities support the home folks’ The people on the sidewalks are not making 
iaith, or whether it is only sentiment. An fast progress, because they pause so often to 
attentive visitor seeing life here in all seasons chat with their neighbours’ 
might find an answer to the question, and
form a conclusion, as 1 did. At the foot of Main Street you come to

. . the river and a shore, certainly unchanged in
A nrst impression: the townspeople in 50 years, where rowboats and a few beer kegs 

Lansing are not commercially aggressive, not lie comfortably in the shade of old trees as 
trying to get rich. Many a traveller arriving well as a large box of earth holding angle- 
at the hotel has been greeted simply by a worms on sale for fishing. To look upon the 
card on the reception desk: “ Help yourself wide river flowing by, and the wooded islands 
t0 a room. and the sandbars toward the Wisconsin hills
n i , S‘ves a touch of the pleasure that Huckleberry
Old Man River Finn and Tom Sawyer felt in seeing their

It must be mentioned at once that to s o u t h w a r d ' 3 . * 7  .hli"dr?d TmiIes 
Lansingers their most important possession is (Samuel"element eir creator, Mark Twain 
a river, the great Mississippi. The town sits (i>amuel Clemens>-
011 T lSt£ rn banlc between two massive Here, too, there is outdoor adventure for
wooded bluffs, and backs into a valley of the town’s Huckleberry Finns and their elders, 
oaks, maples and pines that runs inland for There is good hunting and fishing. In Sprint 
15 miles through fertile farming country. To and Autumn the ducks fly by their thousands 
this place and its northern temperate climate, 1° a£1d from the river bottoms. There are 
’n. ^ie years around 1850, came Germans, raccoons and muskrats on the islands ; while 
Irish, Norwegians, Swedes, Danes and a few on Mount Hosmer rising 600 feet above the 
English and Canadian-French, to settle on riverbank you find dangerous rattlesnakes: 
new lands after the retreat of the red Indians there is always a story about a big one found" 
larther westward. Today Lansing is still the near some hillside house. At night owls hoot 
pioneers’ town, their grandsons’ families being from Mount Ida.

6 buIk of the 1’500 Population and they are During half the year barge-trains move up
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and down river, tow boats pushing a half- “houseboat” on summer evenings, but practi-
dozen boats of cargo,^ to or from St. Louis, caliy everybody in town has a turn aboard as
New Orleans, St. Paul. At night their great a guest. On one occasion the Catholic
head lights pierce the darkness, searching for pastor noticed that the Presbyterians were
the channel, the tug puffing with a great Diesel repairing their church, and he contributed 10 
breath under the bridge. (Black Hawk bridge dollars. At Christmastime, the town nurse 
bears a plaque : “To the memory of Black bathed the bedridden without pay.
Hawk, born 1767, died 1838, Chief of the Sacs
and Foxes, for his courage, loyalty and devo- There is friendly interest in everyone’s 
tion to his people.”) comings and goings. One woman received a

phone call from another across the valley : 
Without Slogans and Labels “A blue robe has just blown off your clothes­

line.” The postmaster told a visitor : “ I 
Winter is a good time, too. The north remember looking up the book rate for 

wind swirls around Mt. Hosmer, the snow Europe for vou two years ago, but I can’t 
piles up two or three feet deep in Main Street, recall it. I'll look again.” 
the temperature drops to 20 or 30 degrees
below zero Fahrenheit. There is sledding and To appreciate the town’s spirit in its 
skating, and fishing through holes in the ice fullest flavour you must be in Lansing on
of a Mississippi frozen solid. Pine boughs are Fish Day. On one Friday, every summer, 
strung above Main Street for Christmastime, the best known of the river’s products is on 
For the menfolk, winter is a good season for outdoor tables in Main Street for everybody 
quiet beer-drinking in the few Main Street to share—catfish : “ Channel cat”, fried in v 
taverns—as is summer and all seasons, for the deep fat, browned and rich. All the house­
brewing and drinking of beer is a tradition wives join in frying the catfish and help to 
along the river. serve it : eat as much as you like, at the

But there is other convivial activity in Lans- minimum prices required to support the fete, 
ing: the communal spirit is vigorous in several
directions. It has its base in five churches— Time for Tolerance and Gentle Living
Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, . T
German Presbyterian and Evangelical United , T mug^h Lansing is no longer a nver port, 
Brethren—but is not limited to them. The the classic Old Man River atmosphere is 
women have clubs for literature and sewing provided at times when a five-deckej excursion 
and conversation ; the children are busy with steamer comes past with a steam calliope 
sports and recitals and dramas jn the four playing, perhaps, “Alexander s
schools (public primary and secondary, Ragtime Band , and, on deck, home-town
Catholic primary and secondary) ; families go people who got aboard at La Crosse,
picnicking on top of Mt. Hosmer to see a Well, a visitor (and a reader) can see that 
panorama of 40 miles. And there are town Lansing, Iowa, is one of many quiet little
dances at which the pianist gathers communal rural towns from which most of the young go 
items for his weekly town newspaper. out to try for fortune in the big cities. Its

One can conclude from a visit to Lansing old and the young people who stay, generally, 
that people of a half dozen blood strains and do not crave fortune. Lansing does noj have 
co ed; can live close together in easy fame nor monuments. But the local pride is
tolerance and amity, and that such tolerance not mere sentiment. For, to esteem Lansing—
is itself broadening. For in attitudes toward or one of the innumerable little places like
the outside world far beyond the neighbour- it around the world—is to esteem life. It is
ing river cities of La Crosse and Dubuque, to believe it worthwhile to enjoy and pre-
and on the issues of politics, the Lansing serve the beauties of nature inherited and not
foil, seem reflective rather than opinionated, to chrome-plate them ; to choose not to rush
not divided in terms of slogans and labels, through one’s years trying to »et rich ■ to
more likely to agree than disagree. Neigh- have time for tolerance and nefghbourliness,
bourliness is real here: not only the nine and for many a catfish day in Main Street,
children of a young banker and his wife go
riding with them in their stern-wheeler (UNESCO)

[ 1 6 ]



TASK BEFORE ADULT Five Year Flan 80% of our children will be in
EDUCATORS educational institutions. Ibis is the first time

, ,  that we are making a determined effort to
(Continuedfrom page 4) provide education for all children in the age

group six to eleven.
There is a great danger in this approach. . . . .  .

If you do not make a person literate, he is • • children who leave the educational
likely to fall prey to all kinds of propaganda. 'ns|lUltI0,n at ,the aSe ,of <:leven do not have a 
A person who has become literate cau make a ur ei education much of the effort that we
choice of what to read and what not to read, f 13 .e 111 Prov*dmg primary education is going
A person who is illiterate, has to accept only ,°  c _wasied* You all know that there is a
that information which is given to him and, neav>' ‘Ciapse into illiteracy. Unless people 
therefore, is not able to exercise discrimina- are pro^lded with suitable reading materials, 
tion as to what is good and bad. He becomes the1.^h!ldren ^ho receive primary
easy prey to all kinds of propaganda. uca I0n are hkely to lelapse into illiteracy.
T., In the near future, it is not likely that we
Literacy shall be able to fulfil the directive of the

In a democratic society, people should be Constitution to provide education to all 
able to discriminate between the truth and children upto the age of fourteen. This means 
falsehood and beauty and ugliness. In my 1 . Pe°PL who are working in the field of
opinion, literacy is essential for any pro- sociai education have a greater responsibility.
gr amme envisaged in the field of adul t if we are to avoid this .great wastage, we
education. This is a vast field in which work have to organise various kinds of courses so 
has to be organised. Out of this total that these boys and girls leaving the primary 
population of nearly 43 crores by I960, only schools should not relapse into illiteracy. We 
28% are literate. We should also remember have to provide further education for them 
that the percentage rate vanes between men l t will certainly be linked up with activities 
and women. For the total population the and vocations in which they are engaged But 
percentage is 28; but it is 41% for men and there is no denying the fact that unless we 
only 13% tor women, lt is obvious that unless make provision for this further education 
we educate our women, we cannot make much much of our effort for the expansion of 
headway in this programme of adult educa- primaiy education will be wested 
tion.

, ,  , , A,Ve have to take care of another group ofIf we look at the problem more closely the boys and girls who leavc the high sch°o]s Pnd
needfor educating women.s g rea te tthan  that colleges. The frontiers of knowledge are 
for educating the men Much of the conser- advancing so rapidly that unless these boys 
vatis.ii, ignorance and superstition which and giris keep in touch with the „ owiJ
retard our economic development is due to knowledge we are not likely to make much 
the fact that our women are not educated. progress. New inventions and new discoveries

For the progress of society as well as for are. being made which make an impact on 
our social and economic development, it is of society.
the greatest importance that we make our Then there is another group of people who 
women literate as quickly as possible. With have become old and who have retired from 
all the social customs and prejudices which active life. They are likely to find their life 
exist in our society, the education of women dull and boring, unless they have seme suit- 
is not going to be an easy affair. But, still, able pursuits and can engage their lives in 
unless we educate the women, we are not creative activities. This is another important 
going to make much headway. task for workers in the field of adult educa-

Apart from the large number of people , 'on- 
who are illiterate, we have to think of those Therefore, adult education is not related 
persons who leave tlieir education at an early to any particular age or particular ._i[oup bln 
age. With the expansion of primary education, it touches society at all levels. The process of 
we are hoping that by the end of the Third education must continue from childhood until
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death. That is cur conception of adult educa- sity so that they can take their problems to
tion. the universities. It is the only way to esta-

There is another problem to which I would blish a kind of two-way traffic between the
to rira«/ vmir attention If von make a university and the community. The commu-

study of the number of students who are now ™ty will become richer and the university will 
going for courses in arts and sciences there is ajso become more v, ^g, b
a shift of emphasis from he study of arts to l b  Therc is some resis-
the study of science and technology. ™  pa?t 0? the universities to take

Science is becoming highly technical and upon themselves the responsibilities of adult 
specialised. And most of these people who education. University people often feel that 
specialise in various professions have no time their main function is confined to seeking 
to study subjects which relate to society. They truth and knowledge. They do not realise 
become highly specialised in their subjects, that in the present society, unless knowledge 
but they do not become good individuals, jg related to life, it remains barren, futile, 
sood citizens. lifeless. Much of the lifelessness that exists in

our universities is due to the fact that they are 
Citizenship not in contact with the real problems which

, . , . r * confront the society.A man has to serve in ms profession but
he has to discharge his duties as a citizen. He There is, of course, the need for adult 
has to take some decisions which may affect education on practical ground. That is, in 
the whole society. He should, therefore, have order to make the society richer, the corn- 
political education in the broad sense of the munity more cultured, so that the community 
term. may appreciate the good things of life, and we

, 4 „ may develop a good society, adult educationAs we move towards science and techno- . JL ._rv
logy, there will be a greater and greater need ' y '
for general education, for studies in history, In our society, we find a lot of ugliness and 
sociology and other subjects which deal with iack Gf grace in living. When we analyse it,
social affairs. People are so busy in their own we find that much of this lack of grace in
work that some kind of arrangements will living and ugliness in life is due to the fact that
have to be made to give a broad education to people have not realised beauty in life. They
people. This is another task which confronts have not experienced grace in living. People
workers in the field of adult education. develop good qualities which enable them to

become members of a good society only when 
Role of Universities great ideals are put before them and when

, . ... , , . they can have a peep into the great works ofIn my opinion, the universities must also 1 F
be involved in this great task that we are
undertaking. Every university should have a When you think of all these problems, you 
Department of extra-mural teaching. In the realise that this is a problem of great magui-
past, universities have been isolated from the tucje_ covers people at all stages of life, and
community. There have been no contacts ^ js a proCess which should always continue,
between life and knowledge, between educa- ]0Dg as there is life, the process of adult 
tion and action. And we cannot develop a education must continue. It is from that 
healthy culture, a living culture, unless we pojnt of view that we have to organise the 
bridge this gulf between life and culture. programme.

There should be a close contact between Since this programme touches people at all 
the University and the Community and the stages, it is obvious that you cannot have a
communications between the two should be a uniform programme of adult education for the
two-way traffic. The university must go to whole country. The programmes will have to
the people. All the knowledge and all the be varied from place to place, people to
research that is being carried on inside the people. There will be different programmes for
university must be made available to the peo- children leaving school at the primary stage,
pje. People should have access to the univer- at the high school stage and at the graduate
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I®  Think About—

Discovering Interests

T T O W  can we get people to participate in Likewise, an activity such as bhajans and 
Social Education activities ? One way cinemas can be purely entertainment. ~ Or they 
is to build from activities people are can be used to build readiness for other 

interested in. The first step in any educational activities. There will be very little difference
work is to identify readiness. except in the worker’s thinking. But that

T , little difference is the important difference.
In one place, women will not come out to It is the difference that spells development. 

study child care. The only activity they will
come out for is sewing. But when the women n AriA I c , ■ r
sew, they like to talk. Soon they are discuss- S ° C Education is for the most part
ing their children. So the group leaders are ? Se, dT  * a Pei'son required to
trained to encourage discussion and help the Tlie worker has to find the spark
women recognize their interest. Soon the a U im ttie Person which can be stirred into
women realize that there is much about child llame>
care they would like to know. After a series
of meetings on sewing, they often ask for Whether we kindle a spark or leave it lying 
meetings on child care. They would not have dormant often depends on an idea. The 
come to such meetings initially. The worker worker patiently and gladly accepts and works 
had to start with the interest the women with people as he finds them. But always in 
felt. Then she helped them discover another bis m'nd he sees their further potentialities, 
interest. Their broader development is ever before him

as a goal.
An activity may be thought of as com­

pletely separate. Or it may be conceived as How do you plan activities ? Do you feel 
part of a pattern of growth. It may be a impatient when people show no interest in 
completion or only an introduction—a whet- the activities you want to start ? Can v< n 
ting of the appetite. How an activity is con- start with work the people want and then he'o 
ceived depends on the worker. them broaden their interests ?

T A SK  (co n t.) During the next five years, we are going to
expand our programme of education at^all 

stage. There will have to be a different stages and I hope social education will also set
approach to grownup illiterates. The whole its due share. But this is an effort in which 
programme will have to be organised to suit there should be full participation by the com- 
the requirements of individual people. In munity. If the people rea'ise the need for 
most of the countries the programme of adult education the programme will be more fruitful
education has always been in the hands of and more effective, if our democracy is to be 
voluntary agencies. It is the duty of the State r l  . , , * s 10
to give all assistance that is necessary for the successful, the programme of adult education 
development of this programme. But, in is essential. Democracy is not run bv people 
order to make it effective, the programme of who are automatons. It must he run hv 
adult education should be in the hands of the • „■ , . ' 11
community. The community tries to educate 1D e '®ent Ee°E e’ wIl°  bnev the distinction 
itself. That is the way in which the whole between good and bad things of life and bet- 
programme should be undertaken. ween truth and falsehood.
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T > „ T7-* T.r adult illiterates, the authors emphasise that
J_ )U (jlv  f l t V l t W  book charts and method fit like hand in glove.

But most of instructions given by them seem 
to be valuable for teaching in general. Then 

- , r  n  -a ri t ,.,1^.1. . it seems in a sway of enthusiasm they maltreat
L.obacb R  e . and R. C. Laubacb. T°ward tcachersin ,he following words: "Many

,each" s ,hiS wi" : 1  ha,c m tw° Parts- Syracuse university m ss , tyou. ,iad years of exper;ence and know how to
pp‘ ' teach. I know this is nonsense’. Very well

DR. Laubach is a well-known name in the then, teach another set of lessons the old way. 
field of adult literacy. His efforts to start Don’t ruin these lessons. For our lessons are
a world-wide literacy movement is well- built to be this way....” It is too much to

known. It began at Lanao in Philippines expect a change in the teacher’s method, just 
thirty years ago. But Dr. Laubach’s greatest from reading the instructions. Dr. Laubach
virtue is his quality of self criticism. This is fails to see the need of a properly trained
evident from the very first chapter of his book teacher for imparting literacy to adults.
Toward World Literacy. This chapter gives an
autobiographic sketch of Dr. Laubach as a Jbe authors give plans not only at the 
hteracy missionary and his faith in the method national levcl but5also thc have given specific
‘Each One Teach One for phonetic languages, directions for organising literacy campaigns at
\iz. Malay, Hindi, etc. He, therefore, puts tbe vinage levels. They describe a literacy
his emphasis on a special primer for adults campaign5 organised in the city of Bombay in
ratluji than on special teachers. 1939 and then take an interesting jump in time

In the second chapter Dr. Laubach des- and space to describe how television can be
cribes how he got the idea of developing the psed for the liquidation of illiteracy in the
picture-word association method for teaching immediate future. There is no gap left, as the
adults when he saw a film relating to such book contains know-how for all types pf
method at Poona. The result of his idea is agencies concerned with adult literacy. It also
the primer for adults, Hindi, Praveshika, includes information about training opportu-
which is being used widely in block develop- nities available for literacy workers at all
ment areas of India. He has put heavy levels. The most interesting feature for Indian
emphasis on simplicity in developing the readers are the description of outstanding
lesson. He has even sacrificed interest value events in the history of Indian literacy and
of the content probably assuming that simpli- their analysis. All these things make it a
city will develop interest. ‘This is, however, hand-book for literacy enthusiasts following
yet to be seen and proved. A scientific study Laubach methods in their work,
of Dr. Laubach’s method of teaching Hindi to
adults will be worthwhile. It will help the Part II deals with the production and dis- 
enthusiasts of adult literacy in many ways. - tribution of suitable literature for new literates.

< * !« * « •> r * ? ■ * ?  bee" w S to m V d ^ c e 0'  “ gi"6made quite clear by showing its application in e
various languages, viz. Spanish. Arabic,
F.ngliddish, English, etc. The large folded “ How to Discover What Interests New 
sheet containing the first charts and the reading Literates” is a chapter in which writers for
lessons on ‘Engliddish’ and English along with new literates will find material of great interest,
instructions for using'them make the book The book gives advice to writers about the
practical. Practical help is given as to where techniques of getting and simplifying informa-
readers can get desired materials. The authors tion, and also discusses the problems of
also discuss at length the graded readers divid- alphabets and languages. Dr. Laubach also
ed into three stages to follow the primer, tells about ways of simple and interesting
After completing stage II readers are consider- writing. This book, therefore, deserves wide
ed truly 'new literates'. reading.

While drilling the teachers on how to treat Dharm Vir
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Teaching Adults to Read and Write—Handbook The author has divided the goal of func-
for Social Education Workers by Mushtaq tional literacy into the following five stages :
Ahmed, Ministry of Education, Covernment (1) Preparina the people to read and
of India. 1959. pp. 118. w  write> 5 v .

I T is seldom that adult education workers (2) Developing basic reading skills and
write out their experiences. They are so habits.
busy with their complex and multifarious (3) Growina rapidly in the abilities to

work that they rarely find time to> do so. But read and comorehend.
the author of this book did find time, and . . . . . .  * .
prepared a valuable document for Social Acquiring more mature reading habits.
Education Workers, especially for adult liter- ^  Reaching the goal ox functional
acy teachers. literacy.

_. . , . . The book also states that the five stages
llie main characteristics of the Handbook mentioned above can be covered within a 

are a clear (qualitative and quanUtative) defini- period of 24 months. The present system of 
tion ox functional literacy, a balanced approach literacy teaching allows only six months for 
to achieve goals, and objective methods for making an illiterate adult literate. The book 
measuring the achievements of the learner. may, therefore, stimulate thinking about the

All these qualities could be included in the desirable goals of adult literacy and time 
book due to the fact that research experience allowed to achieve them, 
and data collected in Indian conditions were Such handbooks are a dire need in the field 
combined with field experience and insight of .o f social education and therefore the author 
an expert. and publisher deserve appreciation.
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Building Marks Milestone L :

Coordination of Efforts
Necessary  ̂Vol. XXI8__ ___________ May _______ £N@. 5

Uneso° and Afrioa BUILDING OPENS
Resolutions from World

C onference on A dult ° n April 26 the §reat of India crowded the courtyard of
E ducation  the new lnd'an Adult Education Association building. They

came to do homage to Shafiqur Rehman Kidwai and to 
Superstition ....C an  Social inaugurate the building which comemorates his name.

E ducation  H elp  . The bu;jdjng ;s now comp]etej save for the auditorium,
T he S tructu re  of A dult which our Prime Minister has promised. And true to expecta- 

E ducation  tions, activities already are starting to fill the building with
useful work. Thanks to a grant from the Central Social 
Welfare Board, our Association plans in July to start an adult

To T h in k  A bout women’s matriculation programme. The programme will be
in the nature of a pilot project, and in time it is hoped that 

Book Review  similar schools can be started all over India.

—  A school operated by the Association will continue to be
EDITORIAL BOARD needed, however, to serve as a training ground, demonstration,

and experimental school. Here new ideas can be tried, future
Dr. M. s. Mehta teachers of adults trained, and adult educationists can find

common substance for seminars and workshops,
Shn Maganbhai Desai Whatever work is undertaken in the new building is
Sliri J.C. Mathur, i.c.s. your WOrk' Your suggestions for needed activities ; your help

and guidance in programme planning and execution ; your 
Dr. T. A. Koshy advice and supp0rt in further developing our field of work are

Shri H. P. Saxena urgently needed. Our building is not an end in itself. It is
only the beginning for tackling the mammoth task ahead of us.

P t ,  M ar, A M , EM  ^ “  “ ?™* “ “  ^ . i tu d e  to all
cation A,.oa,a„on, 17-B.Mho- ^  haVe the bUlldl“S <>°SSlbl<!' «  JOUr Contribution

prastha Marg, New Delhi, India. not yet been sent, send it today. Join us in the happy
Annual Subscription: Rs. 8.00  feeling of having shared in building a meeting place and

Foreign $ 3.50. Single Copy Re. 1.00 workshop for our Association and ourselves .



MESSAGES INAUGURAL VISITORS FROM

Rashtrapati Bbavap s S
On the occasion of the opening of its new Memorial Building. Some of the people from 

building, I send my best wishes to the Indian distant places include Mrs. Kulsum Sayani 
Adult Education Association, New Delhi. The from Bombay, Vice President of the Bombay 
Association has rendered valuable service to city Social Education Committee; V.S. 
the cause of adult education in the country Mathur, Director, Asian Trade Union College, 
and I hope that the additional amenities Calcutta; T. Neelakantan, Secretary, Asoka 
which the new premises will make available to Society, Madras: S.R. Pathik, General
its workers will enable them to make a still Secretary, All-India Mass Education Society, 
greater contribution to the cause of literacy G0n(ja, U.P., and S.V. Sharma, District Social 
and education in the country. Education Organizer, Seoni District, Madya

Rajendra Prasad Pradesh.
--------  The presence of these people points up the

I am glad to know that the Indian Adult representative national voluntary nature of 
Education Association, which has been work- our Association.
ing for the last 22 years, will have a building _____
of its own soon. It is appropriate that it ,  _ ....
will be known as “Shafiq Memorial” to com- Donations for Building
memorate the services rendered by the late _  . „ , c
Shri Shafiqur Rehman Kidwai and it is my During the past month donations for our 
hope that your activities will expand and building fund have been received from . 
improve with the opening of this building. Mrs. Habiba Kidwai 240/-

S. Radbakrishnan ^hri Veda Prakasha 100/-
Prof. D.L. Kothia 75/-
Shri R.M. Chetsingh 202/-
ICFTU Asian College, Calcutta 250/-

EDUCATION MINISTER --------
INTRODUCES NEHRU Rs. 867/-

Dr. K.L. Shrimali, Education Minister, The Association is always grateful for the
introduced Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru help of its friends, in service, in support, and
at the inauguration of the Shafiq'Memorial in contributions.
Building. In his brief remarks, Dr. K.L.
Shrimali commented on the difficulties of the The time of inauguration of the new build- 
Education Ministry in trying to stretch finan- ing should be a time for renewed dedication
ces to cover all the educational needs of the to adult education. Membership in the
country. The Education budget is meant for Association is your pledge to work with others
the education of children, increasing salaries of towards better adult education services to our
teachers, and improving the lot of society. At nation. Your help through service and con-
the same time the Ministry was concerned tributions assists the Association in its work of
that the Indian Adult Education Association coordinating, encouraging, and developing
building should be completed. adult education activities, and disseminating

information to help workers.

Study Centre for Trade Unionists at Santiago * ight, f W our bl,,ildiDg is al T a  paid I T• ,, Why don t you send your gift today and be
tjniversi y _ able to say in the future: “ I was one who

The University of Santiago, in Chile, has helped.” Don’t be a bystander. Be a good
recently created a study centre for trade adult eclucator< Do your share !
unionists, offering courses in economics, ,
administration, certain aspects of law and Give a day o pay
human relations. (UNESCO) To your Indian A.E.A.
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Unesco and Africa
r T'HE mass entry into Unesco of a group of a number of countries expressed their desire to 
A young African states which have just contribute to Unesco’s effort by creating 

achieved independence confronts Unesco fellowships for nationals of African states, 
with one of the most important tasks it has
ever had. The total sum to be derived from these

In the face of the enormous needs of f™r sources will amount to $12,000,000.
young African states and their insufficient -t, . , ,
resources, the delegates of Member States in • Programme fs conceived to meet needs 
a moving display of solidarity, have pledged 1?rgene,ral organization and in personnel at the 
exceptional effort to support' a programme S  1,evelst -of ed™*t,°“ : school education, 
which is doubtlessly ambitious, but practical adult educat,on and blSber education, 
in its nature. T. . , ,It is proposed to undertake studies and 

Most African countries are under-equipped research and to organize seminars and confer- 
and under-industrialized. They encounter ences concerning educational planning, and 
difficulty in reconciling their old traditions the organization and development of univer- 
aPd .structures with the demands of modern sities and higher educational institutions with- 
civilization. All of them are going through a out neglecting the launching of a programme 
crisis in education whose most obvious aspect ° f  dissemination.of African cultures, parti- 
is expressed in significant statistics : an cularly through the teaching of languages and 
illiteracy rate of 80%. history. In addition, efforts will be made to

ThprpfnrA • • . . . . develop adult education programmes, parti-
education as an it0 f 1V,C p n on ty}° cularly programmes for the development of
pnr.nr.rmr. 3D • <?ss®ntial factor m the radio broadcasting as a means of education ; 
indenenHpn/  rr, s °.c ia devel°pment of newly- plans for the accelerated training of adminis- 
bv the General rnnn1fprWaS unanimou.sl>’ trative personnel required bj these countries
ta Paris " f  be. ”P> *» well as plans for the

adaptation of curricula and textbooks, parti- 
Helping these countries to take inventory cuIarly in secondary education, 

of their needs, to build schools, to produce
teaching materials, to train teachers and to In a11 these fields, activities will be 
develop their national systems of education— considerably developed if additional funds 
these are goals to be pursued during the become available, 
coming years.

To carrv  , .  In addition, Unesco will aid the training of
at its disnnfai • Pr°gramme' Unesco has administrators and teachers at the secondary
budget thrpp ’ '? addition to its normal and higher levels of education who are
son roes • thp °at*8°n es of additional re- immediately needed by most of these countries.buuiLtrb . me emergency nrnprammp the
United Nations expanded programme of . . With the help of the Special Fund, an
technical assistance, and the United Nations mitial ’Project for the training of secondary
Special Fund. school teachers is on the verge of execution

Th» and s'x other projects are to be carried out
thp mergency programme adopted by in 1961-62. In three groups of countries, 
vnl nm af ra Conference will be financed by accelerated and intensive training courses will
The a r i n I w l , u ^ U1-tl0Dc  from Member States, be organized for administrators and school
answered kfr ,States ha! alre^dy beea inspectors: programmes have been developed for
U npc^’ 'a- 6 ^ nited States has placed at the training of librarians and adult education
wM T  pd? ° Sf l a Sl™ of t0 ^°00 ,000 . specialists; courses have been planned iwhile the Federal Republic of Germany is to
otter a contribution of $100,000. In addition, (Continuedon page 23)

[ 3 ]



Adult and Childhood Education Partners
Speech o f Prime Minister Shri Jawaharlal Nehru at Inauguration of Shafiq Memorial

DR. Mohan Sinha Mehta and brothers. Dr. Mehta has said, so many people don’t
For a long time I have heard the name understand what it means. I was also one of
“Shafiq Memorial.” As Dr. Mehta told those people. Even now I am trying to under- 

you, 1 have also received a lot of letters about stand it. Superficially the meaning is very 
the progress of the building—that the walls clear, but the deeper meaning is rather differ- 
have been erected, but no roof has been laid ent. Adult education does not mean only 
so far. And so we were all concerned about reading and writing alone. It has a much
the unfinished state of this building. Even deeper significance as explained by Dr. Mehta,
though we tried our best, it took some time, T . . . ,c
but we were able to give a roof. , ,s not trufe* ' f think * at m fift£\enb twenty years, if all the people can read and

Now we hear that everything is ready write, there will be no need for this building.
except the auditorium. As with the rest of That just is not true. Real education does
the building, the auditorium is complete but not mean reading and writing alone.
without a roof, even though I have not seen it. „ , . . ... ,,’ 6 Reading and writing are just like a small
Auditorium Roof Promised door which only §ives you entrance-puts youAuditorium Root Promised on the way tQ real education. Real education

Now I have good news to tell you, rather is quite different from learning these tools of 
I have been asked by Dr. Shrimali to commu- education. Real education comes after. If 
nicate the news to you : that arrangements you take this measuring stick and you think 
will be made to get the roof also. of measuring the education persons of literate

persons who have big degrees from universi- 
It is an old saying that whatever work has fjes an(j colleges, then you sometimes start 

been undertaken should be completed as early doubting whether they are really educated, 
as possible. When it is completed at least it
gives some relief. This was one of my reasons Actually, the important thing is how people 
for coming here. Another reason was that are moulded. Considered in this light, there 
this is a memorial in the name of Shafiqur are very few people who can come to that 
Rehman Kidwai. Some of you who are standard. We talk much of this inner mean- 
gathered here knew him. People also must ing, the spiritual meaning. We think that if 
know that he was education minister here in we talk much about it, we will be removing 
Delhi. His passing away was a great shock to some of our inherent shortcomings. The inner 
the educational institutions and to Delhi. To spirit is there, no doubt, in India, but one has 
many people it was a personal loss. to search for it.

I do not know how to express his great- There is no doubt whatever progress we 
ness. We have been measuring people by the achieve-and there we have our Planning 
money which they earn or the office they hold. Commission and Third Five-Year Plan in this 
But most people know that these things have country-but the important thing is the real 
very little to do with the true greatness of education of people, 
people. Even then, whatever the measuring f t .
stick you take for measuring the ° ut of Sch°o1 CMd Learning Most Important
greatness of Shafiqur Rehman, he was a great But if I tell you the basic thing, in a rather 
man. He was among those very few who are subdued tone, then is not adult education but 
called in English the “salt of the earth.” For [s in reality the education of the child. In 
the people who used to meet him, it was reality, actually, the education of the child 
difficult to forget him. I respected him very before school years is the most important, 
much. This education in the family before school is

As far as adult education is concerned, as the education which moulds the child. Later
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he will be learning so many other things, but clear that if you teach a boy to 13 years 
the early effects will be always there. in the schools and think that will give

This is not a new idea. People from olden aI1 ? e. tbings, ?eeds’ }he tbink!nS
times have known this. It is the reason in ^ ^ v a n t .  We have to do something
most of the religions more stress has been blm after he finishes that education. One 
laid on this early education of the child. For tbmg Js tbat b? should be able to do some
example, in Christianity the Jesuits say . “ Give manual occupation, he should have some
us the child until he is seven, then take him techmcal education, 
and do what you will.” That means that they
have moulded his mind and character in such i, A,jU educationiis very important, and we
a way that it will remain that way afterwards ?hould . ad belP tbis organization and thisy lA-iwaiut,. institution to grow.

Now, much importance is given also in
India to this early training which builds the -----------
character structure for later life. This does
not mean that no importance attaches to Comment: While our Prime Minister not
school education but rather that now that say in words, he implies above that greater 
we have started, due importance should , , f  ,
be given to outside-school education also in stress ls needed on parent education, and educa-
India. The Planning Commission has started t‘on f or community service, which will set the 
thinking of this now. It has become quite tone for children’s total environment.

Coordination of Efforts Necessary
Statement o f Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh, Vice President, Indian Adult Education Association,

and Chairman, Central Board o f Social Welfare

Mi. Piesident and Friends, though I am a so far, just in the sense of being able to read
very new recruit to this organization, our and write.
President, Dr. Mehta has entrusted to me M -n .,. , . , , . , ,.
this very pleasant task of offering our grateful , No^  “  thls very heavy task has t0 be dis'
thanks to the Prime Minister, the Minister of cbarged by the nation, we have to find how 
Education, and all our friends who have made peoV e and the §overnment could undertake 
it convenient to attend today. tbls task together, with voluntary organiza-

a ]| tv .  • . , •, , , . ,  , tions helping and coordination among all
Presirip ^at ta t0 b? S b,een said by our agencies concerned.

x z i T y  indian
Census presents a verydismal readme He has Association with its 63 branches all over India 
described the progress of literacy in this coun bas been undertaking to discharge this task, 
try as very sluggish. EeiweeTYss" and TOl' 1 °” '  ? f ° “  branclles ta„ M?sore a"d W?st
the progress was very slow He has oiven Bengal are doing very weIK In cer,am other
these figures. In 1951 the literacy ner sta!es als0 organizations are taking up this 
centage stood at 19.1 per cent Tn the JasL What we are c01’sidering now is how
course of ten years, in 1961 it had risen tn better t0 bring about coordlriation between all
only 27.4 per cent, less than one crore every organizations concerned; and the government
year, and less than ten crores in the decade T lU have 1° find ways t0 helP io this- Unless, these two become partners in this very difficult

We still have 27 crores more people to be undertaking I am sure that progress will be 
educated; about ten crores have been educated very slow and unsatisfactory.
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Building Marks Milestone
Speech by Dr. M. S. Mehta, President, Indian Adult Education Association, 

at the Inauguration of Shafiq Memorial Building

Pandit Jawaharlalii, Dr. Shrimali, Ladies and auditorium and make it ready for use. If we 
Gentlemen had received the Government Grant in

c the proportion of 60-40 you would have 
It is a red-letter day in the life-story of found thig hase of our bunding complete 

our Association that at long last it has a home toda The amount of Rs. 4,25,000/- already 
of its own and we are particularly happy and Qt on the building was raised through 
feel proud that our Prime Minister and the donations and contributions from our workers, 
foremost leader of the country is going to besides Government Grant. Some financial 
dedicate this building to the service of the be]p has ajso come from abroad. Some of 
nation. our members have, in response to a special

On the 2nd April, 1957, the Foundation appeal paid one day’s salary The Govern- 
rtf thic hin'IHinff was laid bv a neo- merit of India has so far given us Rs. 1,06,000, 

literate at a’ well^att^nded'funclfon over which and a sum of Rs. 70.000/- was received from 
you, Mr. Prime Minister, kindly presided, several State Governments. I wou'd Î e 
Owing to a series of unfortunate circumstances express our sincere gratitude to the Govern- 
which it is unnecessary to relate here, the ment of India to the State Governments and 
construction work did not commence until also to other donors and benefactors. I d s 
July 1958. And even after this late start the to take this opportunity of expressing our 
building operation remained at a stand-still deep sense of gratitude to you Sir, and to 
for more than a year. The grant from your colleagues, the Finance Minister• and the 
Government which we had expected in Education Minister to.whom we had to appeal 
accordance with the usual principle on which again and again in order
grants are generally sanctioned in such cases, distress I should also ike to mention * 
was not received. Finally, with the interven- help which has come to us from other 
tion of the Prime Minister and special con- countries. The genuine sympathy and the 
sideration on the part of the Union Education sense of fellowship with which moral and 
Minister and Finance Minister an additional material support have been sent by our friends 
grant was sanctioned. abroad have touched us deeply.

The construction of this building was We are still hoping that before long the 
estimated to have cost over Rs. 5 lakhs. So Auditorium will be completed and properly 
far an expenditure of Rs. 4,25,000/- has been furnished and become available for service, 
incurred out of which we still owe a little Considering the value and variety of activities 
more than Rs. 75,000/- to the builders. We for which it will be utilised, a sum of 
are expecting to receive soon Rs. 50,000/- the Rs. 1,50,000/- needed for completing it is not 
the last instalment of government grant. Even too large a figure for the Capital City of our 
then a balance of Rs. 25,000/- has to be found great country.
by us. This is a source of seiious worry to In order to emphasise the universal nature 
us. But there is something more which adds Adult Education Movement and to
to the load of our anxiety. symbolize the spirit of fellowship of the

workers in that field throughout the world, it 
Auditorium Incomplete has been decided to name rooms in our build -

Our Auditorium stands in a melancholy ing after some countries. They will be known 
state of distress. Its walls have come up to as Canada Room, America Room, U.K. Room 
the roof level but there is no money left to and so on. In due course we hope that the 
cover it. An additional sum of about Scandinavian countries^ (pioneers in the held 
Rs. 1,50,000/- is needed to complete the of sound Adult Education) and other regions
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Will take interest ill our project so that rooms he left off studies in the days of Civil Diso- 
in our building could be inscribed after those bedience and dedicated his life to Jamia 
countries. Millia, under the leadership of Dr. Zakir

. Hussain. Later on, he joined that institution
Flans for Building Use as a teacher and came to be the Head of its

For the present the building, as you Adult Education Department, 
observe, has three floors besides the basement. . , •  1Ci
In one, we have a large reading room for our hv he people Deluhl
Library which is named after one of the for- ° ‘ se?f' ®ss servi£e *° the
mer Presidents of the Association, the late *fn JL50’̂  PrefJded ° ver Z  Annual
Pandit Amarnath Jha. One wing of the ground v Z Z  „  the Adult Education Conference 
floor accommodates the offices. The first floor t ^  1 • Hyde,ra^ d- j At one time he went to
provides a small Conference Room and three ^  UNESCO Mis-
Committee Rooms, which will also be used for ^  t ^  k £  H
Regional and National Seminars. It is hoped n J h; Z  a Legislative Assembly of

• that one large room will accommodate the f o i r  Delhf ° , T  Mfimster .tof
Museum for the special publications, appar- “' T ?  h f i  His qualities of sincerity, 
atus, and other material used for Adult Edu- P • ’ Z  u y’ abo^e a11 his basic core 
cation work at different levels. On the second have become almost a legend for
floor we have provided a few living rooms for “ e p60ple uot Delj “ - Hls heart went all out 
our field workers who frequently come up to t0 . Sf Ve„ the uadf-privileged sections of
the headquarters from time to time for attend- S°-T  y- Uf  ,carned ?ther perS0D/  , burdens 
ing meetings and participating in Workshops w^h cneerfulness and a sense of humanity 
Seminars and Conferences. The Auditorium found few parallels. In mourning his
when it is ready will have a seating capacity d™ Shri Chakravarti Rajagopalachan said 
of about 1,000 persons. It will be used for • Pave lost one of the best souls of our 
meetings, lectures, by educationists and learn- Z e’ lf 10t the ,Jt is to the memory of
ed people, for cultural programmes, dramatics f  T  s?n ? [J ndJ a that we Pay our hom-
by amateur groups and folk troupes age today m dedlcating this building to hisr  ' memory.

Realizing the value and influence of Social 
Education in the developmental schemes of Services of the Association
society it is certain that within the next four -n , „ , . . ..........................
or five years this building will prove too small , ihe role of •this Association in 'initiating 
for our requirements. schemes of Social Education and to act as a

coordinating agency in that field have been
Building Honnnrn SbaBg.r Rebn.au Kidwai S t c f w a n

At this stage it is appropriate for me to common national platform where various
mention, which some of you perhaps know al- agencies can meet at intervals for mutual

V h T ’ that this Association has honoured itself discussions—so necessary for evolving a
y honouring the memory of one of its most common outlook and securing coordination

distinguished members and workers, the late of different agencies.” Thus the Association
ohahqur ^Rehman Kidwai, by calling this plays a significant part as a clearing house of
building “Shafiq Memorial.” " ideas and information with regard to Social

Pt TawaWioi;,- , Education. These services of our Association
Sahib nersonallv J T knf V he late ShaficI have been recognised by a la.ge number of
e !  n r  ; f L t  n,0t have that privi" State Governments, and are we presume,

thm o L i  5 r Z at. I.have heard of known to the Central Government and the 
nav him fp my duty t0 Seneral public. Indeed some National Asso-
fion fnr Z  n̂bli ° f f  g r tl!ude and admira- ciations of other countries have paid us
and ihp pQ 1S lnfVA j a!)-®s®rVlc?s t°  the society embarrassing tribute for what little has been

xtIew as a done by us to promote the cause of Adult
iant fighter in the Freedom Movement. Education. That is why perhaps the World

When he was a student in Aligarh University Literacy, New York, and The Canadian
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Association of Adult Education are For the Correspondence Course for
going to send financial assistance to this working people, the Central Board for 
Association. Help is also expected from Workers’ Education has been good enough to
Japan and the United Kingdom. place at oUr disposal a sum of Rs. 7,000/-.

We take pride in our Publication Depart- The Association has so far only about 500 
ment. A large number of useful books have members and 102 affiliated institutions. Almost 
been brought out in Eglish, Hindi and regional ad State Departments ot Education are 
languages. The Association publishes an affiliated bodies. Leading educational
English monthly, the “Indian Journal of establishments, like the Tata School of 
Adult Education” and a Hindi two-monthly Social Work, Delh> School of Social Work, 
magazine called the “Proudh Shiksha”. Our and Baroda School of Social work are our _ 
bulletins, books and pamphlets, as well as members. Training institutions in Social
reports of Seminars and Workshops serve use- Education, such as Gargoti, Baroda, 
ful purpose for our workers. Besides, abstracts Sriniketan and Allahabad are also enrolled as 
from important books and periodicals con- members. Then the State Adult Education 
taining ideas, programmes and development Associations like those of Mysore, West 
plans of Adult Education are circulated to our Bengal, and Maharashtra are affiliated to our 
branches and affiliated bodies. Association. Besides, regional social educa­

tional committees are similarly attached to us.
The Association also takes up service and Thus our Association is not only the premier 

research projects on its own or at the request national organisation in this field, but has also 
of some Foundations and the UNESCO, a truly representative character covering 
Training courses of workers’ education for various aspects of Adult Education in India, 
adult school teachers and trade union leaders
have been organised from time to time. Tribute to General Secretary

Although as the head office of a national The world outside may not know but it 
organisation our main purpose is to stimulate deserves to be reported with deep appreciation 
activities in local associations and in primary that if there is any sinSle individual more 
centres, it is also our aim and endeavour to than anybody else responsible for the 
establish such institutions at headquarters as development of the scope and services 
would become models for other regions and of this Association it is undoubtedly our 
centres. Honorary General Secretary, Shri S. C.

Dutta. It is my duty to express our deep
To take an excellent illustration which appreciation and gratitude to him for his long ■ 

I like to mention with pride and joy, and selfless service to the Association. He 
our intention is to organise a special school works in an honorary capacity and makes his 
for adult women which could take them to wife also to give her service to the Association, 
the High School standard. In this connection He is so modest and works so quietly that 
we have just now been informed that the nobody knows with what hard work, thorough- 
Central Social Welfare Board will make a ness and silent sacrifices he has built up the 
grant of Rs. 25,000/-for this Adult Women’s Association over a number of years. The 
High School. This is a most encouraging and country owes a great deal to him. 
hopeful offer for which we are truly grateful.

The services to the country rendered by
We would, as soon as resources permit, this Association in the field of Adult Educa- 

start evening classes for the workers and the tion have been widely appreciated. This may 
lower-middle class people to improve their be satisfying as it goes, but a sense of humility 
professional competence as also to provide overpowers us as we view the vast field which 
opportunities for cultural and intellectual still lies unexplored, a country of over 400 
advancement. We wish also to organise week- million persons who are the citizens of a 
end courses for workers in the field of Social parliamentary democracy based on adult 
Education. In due course, perhaps we would franchise in which about 75 per cent people 
be able to initiate courses for those who are still illiterate and perhaps more than 95% 
wish to “ continue” their education are unable to exercise their vote with intelli-
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Above : President M. S. Mehta of the Indian Adult Education Association 
escorts Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru into Shafiq Memorial grounds.

Below : Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Union Minister of Education, greets Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru on his arrival at the gate of the new Indian Adult Education 
Building. In the back are R. K. Balbir, Executive Secretary of the Association in 1947, 

- and S. C. Dutta, General Secretary of the Association.

^
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Above : Front view of Shafiq 
Memorial — the new Indian 

* Adult Education Association 
building.

"3iu

Ae// Shrimati Durgabai 
f lj  J I B H H  H n |  ] Deshmukh, Vice-President o!

1|| the Indian Adult Education 
' ^V " ' . i A '  . j Asrii ciaiion, stum Is 1 ,eh t e ihe

I new ! abiding, whose entrance 
' 1 symbolizes adult education's 
lak iide ol lifting man's eyes, 
4’rij heai is, aiid Lei so to a higher 
Vkj i kane ol li ving



gence and understanding. The scope and age limit should also be squarely faced.
volume of what remains to be done simolv *„ ,
staggers the imagination. e thmgs are, it will need many more years

of hard and heroic effort to bring every child
Closer Cooperation Meded tbe c°untFy betweeV he a§es °f 6 and11 to school. Supposing, however, that we

We find day after day that the pronounce- achieve this ideal within the next decade or so, 
rnents of leaders and policy makers of our as we surely must, even then where do we 
society recognise the part which voluntary stand ? What will be the substance of our 
associations can and should play in a demo- national education which the society needs ? 
cratic society and yet our grievance is that in It was almost certain that an appreciable per- 
action and actual practice this principle and centage of the children after completing their 
these policy statements are often ignored, schooling in the compulsory period would 
That is rather unfortunate. We feel, indeed relapse into illiteracy, 
we claim, that in certain fields the contribution »T T a * , T ,
of voluntary organisations can be of greater N° w’ La^es and Oen lemen, I beg you to
value than what can be achieved through consider what a child would have learnt at the 
official effort. I cannot stress too strongly that ag ,̂ w°uld barely be able to read
closer cooperation and greater confidence than andu L  e j f nf  do a , ltte  arithmetic. He 
what exists today, inspired by mutual respect WouId haurdly ha£e madeuevea a beginning m 
and understanding between official agencies “ any subJe,ct.s affecting his civic life such as 
and voluntary organisations in the field of ^ to ry ,  political science and economics. Of 
Social Education, would certainly yield richer *be forces which would mould the destiny or 
dividends for the Society. the Pollcy of hls country> and the problems

which as a voter he will be called upon to
Quite rightly and naturally, education JudSe and undertand, he would learn nothing, 

occupies a prominent and honoured place in Economics, historical trends, political theories 
the magnificent development schemes which and cultural traditions would remain a closed 
are making revolutionary changes in our mystery to him. He would have just picked 
country. Our Five-Year Plans are moving UP the §reat book of Literature, but would 
mountains, as it were, in the areas of primary, not bave bad tbe cbance of turning its pages, 
secondary, technical and university education! Similarly, he would be completely ignorant of 
We have reason to be proud and grateful to tbe natural sciences which are of menacing 
our leaders for all this. But my submission is importance in our age.

education1Sth™re°rmnLns'1̂  ^orner^which °h T,his applies to . the large majority of our
barely cultivated, in fact remains nearlv pe0p e‘ L >s true that a certain number will 
barren. And that is the subiect of adult go up to the secondary stage of education 
education. and a few even to the universities.
r h . It must be recognised that the age is dead

Education Not Enough and gone in which education was the privilege
It is universally conceded that our pressing ?! the K V f.®  elke f  the soci? ty- ? 0W. k ,is 

problem is to give the masses of our Nation r!8̂  °  alL ‘AnC\  W" mast work whole“ 
the rudiments of education which will help heartedly to nurture this trend.
livJu/pc Chf-r and Iunction effec- I am not complaining that education is
in Tvnriri n L ° i 1S’ tbe Iar§est democracy being neglected. Far from it. In fact, on the 
• r elementary education which whole apart from the lack of thought towards

supposed to answer this requirement con- its basic trends and the change in out-worn 
• -I,  a es a system o. universal education for methods, the educational programme and 

ren between 6 and 11 years. In Western expansion since Independence would comprise 
, Lies this period oi compulsory education a glorious and shining chapter of our history.

14 or 15 °,r , .^ en, . 6 .years of age. I only venture to focus your attention on the 
. the practical difficulties for us to raise one rather serious aspect of our education 

the compulsory age beyond 11 can be easily problem—a problem which threatens to create 
understood, the implication of accepting this a bottomless pit, as it will affect more than

m



60 or 70 per cent of our people. The problem Adult Education Saved Denmark
is thk : Our children will be put on the first I cannot close without referring with a
rung of the educa tonal ladder and a vast nostal jc fee!inc t0 the Danish Folk High 
majority of them will never set their feet on SchoQfs whjch wf re founded by a Great Rishi,
the secon rung. • , Trisa named Grundtwig and developed by Kolt.
situation and calls for serio«s thought. It is They are wonderful and vital centres of Adult 
problem of great magnitude urgency and £dl)cation Xhese Folk High Schools, it is 
importance. A sustained systematic and ded h| t saved Denmark in the terrible
comprehensive plan of Adult Educa|pn, or if economic cfisi/ which threatened its very exis- 
you like to call it Socia'Ed ^ at,°n; s the tence as an ind dent community in the last 
answer. As a distinguished British thinker And thev did more Thev have
and educationist, Sir Ric£^ d Livingstone puts ^  d J  J  d considered the only
it the probiem of education is the problem of ePducated democracy of our age. These are 
Adult Education. lessons of history for us, and I feel confident

that we too have the will and the resources to 
To Prevent Educational Waste become a morally awake and mentally alert

Unless this basic principle is recognised, it democracy, 
is quite obvious that a substantial part of the Our people under a dynamic leadership
huge outlay (of hundreds of crores) on educa- have given to themselves a fine Constitution, 
tion is going to prove a waste. In'this connec- its basic principles ensure for us and posterity 
tion it would be wise to remember a very basic freedoms for individual citizens and 
important psychological principle. There are provide means and opportunities of social 
certain disciplines and subjects of study which progress. Such constitutions and constitutional 
can be best learnt at an early age—such as rights have constantly to be defended and 
music, mathematics, languages. On the other safeguarded against internal- dangers and 
hand subjects like history, economics, political external attacks. They cannot be, I submit, 
science, are absorbed and understood better adequately defended by guns, tanks or jet 
when an individual has had some experience of planes. Their most effective defenders will be 
life. This basic principle is so widely ignored the mass of our people-their unity, their 
in our society, and that also accounts for the moral stamina and their powers of thought 
neglect of Adult Education. and action. That is why the character, scope

and extent of adult education of a community
Owing to the greatness of her contemporary bear a close relationship with its vitality, pro­

leaders, as also by its size, historical and gress and prosperity, 
geographical importance and industrial poten- T
tial "India has to play a significant role on the With these words, Sir, may I now request 
world scene. When we have deliberately you to do us the favour of formally declaring 
chosen the democratic way of life, these two open the Shafiq Memorial—the Headquarters 
factors impose on us the duty of educating of the Indian Adult Education Association.
our masters. And it is significant—which was ---------  —■
not so important fifty years ago—that they
have now an appetite for education. j REMEMBER THE BUILDING

This problem began to worry the Western FUND!
thinkers over a hundred years ago. The
achievement of Workers’ Educational Associa- O n e  D a y ’s P a y  is  th e
tion (which has become famous as WEA) in t» , vir
England and Wales ; the spread of the Settle- o e s r  w a y
ment Movement in Europe, USA and many to  I n s u r e  th e  r  u t u i e  Oi

THE a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n
Toynbee Hall in East End of London are A S S O C I A T I O N
great examples and indicators of this part of w j u u . m u n
my remarks. — — —— -—   —-— — — -----——i
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R E S O L U T I O N S
From the World Conference on Adult Education Meeting in Montreal, , Augml 22-31, I960

A' KDJUCAATN,ON ONTENT ° F ADULT f  “ r ' j 0" sh° " ld '"■'■race .he great ideals
of mankind and should foster mutual respect 

Humanism and Technology in Adult Education b^ween the peoples, and mutual appreciation

W HILE adult education should contribute S  u CtuIt“raI values: it should break down 
largely towards improving the nro- *fC1 j - iatred and, ma ê for brotherly under- 
fessional qualifications of the individual ;‘a? diDg among the people; it should militate 

it should also allow scope for reflection on the f ° f peace throughout the world.
t0 human life> which it is the The Collaboration of Scientists and Artists duty of social progress to uphold in everv aoe it ,, ana Artists

with a view to their ultimate triumph. = ’ sho^ld6™0]3^  ° f the Natl.onal Commissions
Accordingly, the Conference recommends for !  > the near future

that this type of education should provide an posk or ro^nd tah f/165 °P seminars> 
opportunity for free discussions between ™DulaH7i ™ 5 n  b ,he P.roblems of
participants with different educational social 8 a a an,d av} ’ Wlth the co"
or professional backgrounds, on th e ’role of lenrUnoT' ai?d * Undf r the- direct impetus of 
science and technology in the development of q 3 acientists and creative artists who have 
our society and on the idea that S en  shouM 3 Speaal TesPoasibl1^  «  this matter; 
form of this role so as to ensure the continued Unesco should appeal to all intellectuals 
advance of mankind. and artists throughout the world reminding
Tie Inspiration of Adult Education ofe,dn?,s.,lleir re!>,onsibiliti£s f<* ' d"catioS

Having regard to the fact that education Aid fnr rvodfs™ 
must be realistic, scientific and related to Creative Activities
present-day life, so as to contribute to the ,..: ; lth- a v,iew to developing the creative
overal development of the modern man, to ablllty adults, encouragement and support 
S  wn0Vrled8e and resPect of peoples and 4sbould be given to all their creative efforts in 

f u,al values, and to the strengthening the spheres of art and culture, science and
the fameth£r° U-glT t the .World> and also techDol°gy- 
| Considering'ThaT edwatfo^m ?  S u r e  Traditional Forms of PoPuSas Culture 

should be available to everyone, irrespective This Conference recognizes the value in 
ot race, sex, nationality and religion, thereby Adult Education of the traditional media of 
neipmg to ensure complete equality of rights entertainment such as the theatre, the puppet- 

men and women in all walks of life- show> dance-dramas, ballad recitals, etc
theTr l CUrriCU,a and textbooks prescribed by and’
ensure th t̂ edicaSon® sh°,uld be s,uch. 38 to While welcoming the few attempts being 
imbued with f U n  ^ reahstic and scientific, made in some countries forusin® drama in
Z elo p  T S im X S a T  CalC? a,ed l° r iOUS f0rmS’ f°r AduI‘ Educa tion, excesses

these^raSional foras fnSmmunfdes ° wdh ich
r a t  - d 1 recently used to be proud °f thlS

the iS lS r a T S h i° m a rn1Sbeinhge Thd * °I a n d ^ ’ l upon U"esco. to c°nduct a special 
citizen respecting other human d a r d earJy inJXest,gatlonJ >nto the still surviving
their work; ~ an beings and forms of traditional and folk drama and allied

Measures should be taken to remedy the A s fa n ^ d S ic a r c o n n ^ 3601 Pa.rticular,y >n

til]

education^e Ŵeea “'ba'> < •* « " « *  aspects t f t S & J S S
can  be h a m e sse d  to  m ee t th e  p resen t-d a y  ed u -



cational seeds of adults, and also with the generally—for the framing of a more effec-
object of devising practical methods of incor- tive educational policy for raising cultural
porating them in~AduIt Education and cultural standards in the light of the needs of the
development programmes of those countries. individual and of society as a whole. They

should associate research workers not only 
B. FORMS AND METHODS OF ADULT in the checking of results but in all stages

EDUCATION of their work;
Contribution of the social sciences to the (3) In every country they should assist in the 
advancement o f Adult Education. establishment or development of research

J institutes in which economists, socio-
fnfrnriiirtarT remarks logists, psychologists and other social
Introductory remarks scientists would co-operate with Adult

There is no denying that it is becoming Education leaders and workers in conduct-
increasingly difficult to adjust Adult Educa- ing research for, on and by cultural
tion to the rapid and complex changes of action;
civilization, which are continually giving rise ^  Unesco should give its support to inter- 
to new problems. The cultural needs of indivi- national associations, meetings or working
duals and of society as a whole, the aspirations parties organized for the development of a
of the urban and rural populations both in sociology of Adult Education. They
the advanced and the underdeveloped coun- would consist of specialists in sociologi-
tries, together with the short-and long-term cal, economic, psychological and educa-
effects of their own work, tend more and more tional research and of specialists in Adult
to baffle analysis by those concerned with Adult Education. They would co-ordinate
Education. national research. They would, from

To gain a more reliable knowledge of these time to time, carry out comparative
factors, Adult Education workers need the research on the most important problems
assistance of scientific research. In every involved in providing more extensive
country, extensive research has already been knowledge and culture for adults (leisure
carried out on ways and means of raising and popular culture, development of the
living standards, with the result that remark- personality among young people, co-
able economic progress has been made over ordination of the constructive work of the
the past few years. It is no less important to mass media and of cultural groups,
raise the cultural level both of advanced and relationship between the raising of living
of underdeveloped societies—a process which standards and the raising of cultural
involves yet more complex problems than the standards, etc.),
raii ing of material hvi”8 standards. In order Fj Radjo and Te,evision 
that these may be dealt with more enectiveiy,
it is to be hoped that there will be a vigorous Considering the constant and widespread 
development of research aimed an con ri u - jmpact on adults, all over the world, of popu- 
mg to the cultural piogress of a sec o o lar entertainment through the media of feature 
society. films, television and radio programmes;

Accordingly, the Conference puts forwaid Appreciating the value of entertainment as
^ !o,wmDg/ eC?mmen ctim.irf hex,* the way to the hearts and minds of men, and

(1, Adult Education p . f  as the promoter and preserver of the artistic
at their disposa n / /  . and cultural heritage of communities; and
information on the initial results of econo-
mic sociological, psychological and Keeping in view the formative or destruc- 
educational studies likely to help them in five effect that entertainment through the mass
defining the needs, aspirations, aims, pro- media can have upon people in societies
grammes, methods and general machinery emerging into new social and economic
of adult education; environment and facing cultural crises;

(2) In every country they should encourage TIlis Conference calls upon :
the specific research necessary for the (a) bodies and organizations comprising 
progress of their work and—more those who control the media of popu-
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iai entertainment, such as films, tele- treat Adult Education as a part of economic 
vision and radio, to consider how they and multipurpose development and of the 
can _ effectively incorporate into some of United Nations Expanded Programmes of 

eir. programmes (films, radio and Technical Assistance for economic develop- 
television) a constructive outlook and ment. 
an incentive for a richer, better and
more informed life; Planning of and Resources for Adult Education

<b) tors'and The Conference considers that the task of
contact‘S i t T L ' e t h o coouTZ,°f countries under- 
media of popular entertainment and 80intu 3 ^roces.s °[ development, particularly 
facilitate exchange of deas be ween £  edufcatlonal fie!d demands integral 
the two as a n reL in^r, .7 .1  1  planning of purposes and programmes, and
in° out of concrete snooLtin thefwor^ ' requires that an organism which represents the

as a whole shall direc/eo-ordmate 
ment nroaramme t w  m 1 " f  ° and supervise their execution. For this task
popular appeal and, at the s o L  time, state”10"  S“ i,llble i"sli<Mim is obvic>“sl> ,he 
enrich the thought and way of life of ‘

• the average man. Although, in the case of democratic States,
there is no cause for reservation, the Con-

C. STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION ference considers that the problem concerns 
OF ADULT EDUCATION the educational traditions, customs and

u  u r j  w . eulturalhabitsofthevariouscountriesjnever-
ult 'ducation as an Integral Part of Every theless, we consider it essential for successful 

Education System resu]ts that all resources be put to use accord-
Recognizing that the wider provision of *nS ,to a plan, for the benefit of all, and 

education for children and young persons particularly of those sectors of the population 
which has taken place in most countries durin° whose need js the greatest.

£  s . " *  °f g — ,s tMeducation by adults, this Conference urges “  * 0 . .
governments to regard Adult Education not as Recognizing that the nature of govern- 
an addition, but as an integral part of their ™ents’ participation in Adult Education pro- 
national system of education. vision will vary according to the different

The Conference recommends that it a t a .g e s  ° f develoPment and educational tra- 
declared as a fundamental principle of this dltlonJ , in countries, this Conference neverthe- 
Conference that Adult Education is an integral !ess affirras [hat it is the duty of governments 
and organic part of every national system of ^  C-reate the condlt'?ns» both financial and 
education, and that it should therefore receive administrative.- in wtuch satisfactory Adult 
within the system the attention and economic Educatl0D can be carned on- 
lesources which this status justifies, in propor- Adult Education and the Standard of Living 
tion to the necessities of each country. T , . . L r , ,

The C onference w Taking into account the fact that the use of
the needs of various ognize® tia t> a™°ngst educational opportunities is conditioned by 
priority should be g iv e n ^ 1168’ lhe biShes[ an adequate economic standard of subsistence 
United Nations agencies tobp,8f,01le™m? tSiand among the population to whom these opportu­
n e ^ ,  particular^ i ?  T L Z  ° ^  ^  ^

of governments and United Nations agencies tions of life which make it possible to take
to the urgencj of prepari g re minds of adults advantage of educational services; the 
in these regions to take full advantage of and Conference considers that it is indispensable 
parucipate in these measures for furthering to complement all the technical recommenda- 
economic development. It further urges tions, with the fundamental recommendation 
governments and United Nations agencies to that the Member State concern themselves with
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enabling the masses of the population to witnessed by the numerous efforts they have
enjoy a minimum level of economic made in this field;
subsistence. Considering that student and youth organi-
Non-governmental Organizations and Adult zations can strengthen the Unesco Adult
Education Education programme, foi a number of

. . . . . .  , . reasons, such as that :Active participation in a voluntary organi- ,
zation is an educational experience in its own W they study a variety o a  je ts ,
right and helps to develop the qualities of (») they are aware of the needs of their
individual and social responsibility and own people,
leadership. The Conference therefore urges (iii) they will be the future leaders of their
governments to encourage voluntary organiza- countries,
tions, since without the fieedom, the creative /jv\ they know students and young people
resources, and the experimental approach capable of contributing to the Unesco
which should characterize such bodies, an programme-
essential element in the education of adults is ’ , , .
lacking The Conference recommends that, in the

Unesco programme for Adult Education, 
Facilities for Adult Education there be a mobilization of students and young

Recognizing ,h= righ, of nil men and

S o n ' a ^ d ^ a f S '  S I ,  This « * « ■
Conference urges all Member States to make Working Languages of Future World 
provision for the necessary facilities—for Conferences1
example, payment of salaries and expenses for TT , , .. , , . . .  „
travel and sJbsistence-for the part-time and Having regard to the broad representation 
temporary full-time release of adults in all of Member States of Unesco at the Second
occupational groups in order to participate in Internationa Conference on^^AduU Education
the Adult Education provision made by public Montreal, Canada, and in view of he 
and voluntary bodies in the fields of voca- obstacles which limited translation and inter- 
tional, civic, social and cultural education. pretation facilities present to the free flow and

’ ’ exchange of ideas among the delegates;
Voluntary Service Corps for Adult Education The Montreal Conference recommends to

_  _  „ , , r t the Executive Board and the Secretariat of
The Conference recommends that Unesco Unesco that provision be made in future world 

consider the establishment of_ a Unite conferences on Adult Education for the use of
Nations voluntary service corps, which would the four working ianguages of sessions of the 
provide opportunities for people of all ages, Genera, Conference and the Executive Board 
nations and beliefs to give one year o wor 1 cf Unesco, and the provision in all meetings of
the world battle against poverty, disease an sucfj future conferences of interpretation
illiteracy; such volunteers would supp ement faCiiities adequate to permit the simultaneous 
the efforts of non-governmental v>,or camp interpretation of speeches made in English, 
organizations, and provide dramatic action for Fren£h Russian and spanish. 
international understanding and co operation.

, _ , , „  • „*• * j„n  Regional Meetings on Adult Education andYouth and Student Organizations and Adult Literacy
Education

. . .  The Conference proposes that within the
considering that not on y a - 11 " next two years Unesco hold, in Latin America,

tions ai e interested in A ’ , Asia and Africa, regional seminars of countries
that student and youth orgamz - - -  - having common problems in regard to Adult
concerned with this programm > Education in general, and illiteracy in parti-

Considering that many international youth Cular, so that in these meetings practical 
organizations have proved themselves responsi- — _—_
ble and capable in the field of education, asia 1. Reservation expressed by one delegation.
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solutions for raising the cultural level of the additional members to s e r v e  o n  th e  
said regions may be studied and agreed upon. posed committee when particular problems"
Permanent Committee on Adult Education pr0jects are under consideration.

Ti n  c . The committee, in addition to advising
1 He Conference was unanimous in stressing Unesco, should have as an essential purpose

the greatly increased significance of Adult the further development of communication
Education in a rapidly changing world, and the and exchange of experience between Member
obligation incumbent on Member States to States and amongst those professionally
give practical recognition to this fact. Conse- engaged in Adult Education
quently, it recommends that Unesco should c . , _ , .
increase its own budgetary appropriations for &pec,al * und f«r Literacy1 
Adult Education to an extent sufficient to Action should be taken to create within the 
provide adequate resources and staff to deal competent organizations of the United 
eliectively with the tasks to which it is com- Nations, including Unesco, a special fund 
mitted in the field of Adult Education. derived from increased contributions from
1. There should be established within the f° r the sPecidc PurPose of

framework of Unesco a committee with a newlv fndenendin? 7  G -the develoPm8 and 
permanent status and a known basis of mdePendent countries.
membership to continue and extend the 1. R e se rv a tio n  e x p e rsse d  by o n e  d e le t io n
work done by the Consultative Committee delegation.
on Adult Education since 1949. —From material supplied by UNESCO

o w . i  „ , . Educational Clearing House.
2. Within the limits of the possibilities set by 

the Constitution of Unesco, the Director- 
General should have regard to securing the T
services, in the first place, of persons with [ u  , /
specific experience: Have you bought ? If not, hurry up ^
(a) in governmental activities of Member L T\ir?w/ OTTDT TiO a rm A A T n /

States in the field of Adult Education; 1 i  U JfjLIC A I  I 0 3 \ S
(b) in major agencies of Adult Education, ** [

i.e workers’ education, public and 1 1. Community Organisation in 1
voluntary evening school programmes, L Social Education—-Report /
university extension, residential folk 1 of the Xlth Seminar R o  nn 1
high schools, centres, and agencies for £ /
the production of the instruments and i  2. Community Organisation in I
means needed in the development of /  Adult Education (Abstract) Rs 1 no /
Adult Education, including those parti- ■ (,
cularly concerned with the mass media 5 3. Careers in Psychology 1
of communication; 1 —Dharmvir ° Rs 5 00 L

(C) inHnd’f  Ver?Menlal orSanifations not ^ 4. Social Education in Delhi 1
included in (b) above which demons- /  - A n  Assessment (In Press) Rs 6 00 ^
trate in their programmes and actions (* - - ) . o.OO
a high degree of educational purpose- 1 5. Celluloid in Indian Society L
fulness and which provide ways £ - H .  S. Bhola Rs 2 00 1
through which Unesco can communi- j ' /
cate with the peoples of the world; (  . 1

(d) in national and regional organizations j  _ /
established to encourage co-ordination £ Indian Adult Education Association n
of effort between different Adult Edu- £ 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. /
cation agencies. f?

3. The Director-General may wish to invite f
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Our Town

The Bus Has Replaced the Cabs in Negotin
By Bogdan Pesic

A S I came out of the station I couldn’t help without the centre. People have a mania for 
feeling a little disappointed : a brand new adding things to the centres of towns—sup- 
motor coach was parked under the willow posedly to improve them, though in actual 

tree on the spot where the cabs used to stand, fact they often succeed in making them 
There was only one cab left, a broken-down uglier.
affair half-hidden behind the bus, with its In the centre of Negotin, near the church, I 
ancient cabby snoozing in the sun and the two discovered a new building-the Town Hall, 
horses indifferent to the clouds of flies cover- which used to have its offices in the high 
ing their flanks and heads. school, the biggest building on Republic

A crowd of peasants, mainly women who Square. Opposite the 1914-18 War Memorial 
were anxious to get a seat on the bus, were on which are inscribed the names of the 
arguing with the conductor who was turning Serbian and French soldiers who died liberat- 
away all those carrying chickens, pigs or inS the town, there is now another memorial 
lambs. They finally gave up the struggle and to the partisans and patriots who lost their 
with digruntled expressions, swaying their hips, l 'ves >n the War of Liberation. There were 
made off towards the town down the tree- many familiar names in that long list—names 
lined road, their heavy bags on their backs, or of schoolfellows and war-time friends, 
baskets on their heads. A noisy crowd of young people bad invad-

The bus had already left in a cloud of dust ^ie Pavements under the double row of 
when my driver rolled a cigarette, cracked his chestnut trees. The girls walked up and down 
whip and the ancient cab creaked forward. arms linked before groups of boys who lined

1, . the streets lolling against the walls. Bursts of
The meadow near the station had disap- laughter greeted a cheeky remark. This was 

peared along with the muddy duck-pond the ‘Corso’, or evening stroll, the great event 
where gypsy children used to splash about in of the day in Negotin. 
hot weather. A few newly-built houses, a big _ r . 4 , _ ' . , , . x .
garage and some petrol pumps had altered the . ^  town s />000 inhabitants more than 
appearance of this little town in eastern Serbia, (nearly one in thiee) are schoolchildren,
not far from the borders of Bulgaria and Th>s makes Negotin one of the youngest as 
Roumania well as one ° * tae oldest towns in Serbia. With

„ M\ t ' , . , ,  , , , . its primary schools, high school, teacher
While the driver grumbled about the times training and agricultural colleges it is an 

we were living in (a not unnatural reaction in important educational centre in an area where 
view of his profession) I looked around for there are many large villages, 
other changes. There were remarkably few. _  ,
The little houses of the ‘vlaska mala’, the „ Formerly most of the young men (except 
Wallachian quarter, were just the same with for a few vine-growers sons) used to leave the 
their low windows, rows of flower pots, court- *own on graduating from high school to seek 
yards full of chickens, fruit-trees and the fortune elsewhere. Between the mass of 
climbing vine round the doorways. In front of schoolchildren on the one hand and old peo- 
the houses the women left off talking and pie on the other, the only young adults in 
knitting to watch the cab with the stranger go 1 town were a few officials and trades- 
by. The pavements had been freshly watered people.
as they are every day after sunset to add a Such was Negotin in my schooldays, a 
litLe freshness to the evening air and keep peaceful, sleepy little town with no other 
down the dust. ambitions but to see its children graduate

I was delighted to find so little changed in from high school, its cellars filled with Wine, 
this section of town, But I had bargained and its streets asphalted to keep down the
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dust in summer and the mud in the rainy The local hospital has been enlarged : it 
season. It became noisy only during the vine- now includes a modern operating theatre and 
harvest when ox-carts from the neighbouring an anti-tubercular clinic. And the number of 
vineyards trundled into town laden with big doctors in the town, seven before the war for 
barrels of sweet juice which filled the air with the whole area, has jumped to thirty. Conse- 
a stale, heavy smell. The children would run quently, mortality figures which in pre-war 
up and drink the thick grape juice which girls days reached an annual total of 350 (of which 
ladled out with a song. But the rich autumn 40 per cent were young people) are now down 
was soon over, and an icy wind blowing across to 60 per year (almost exclusively old people), 
the Transdanubian plain brought the^first snow, Irrigation and draining the nearby marshes 
covering vineyards, fields and streets : soon have also contributed to improving sanitation, 
the town was cut off from the rest of the while the development of sport (Negotin is 
wodd- very proud of its swimming pool and muni­

cipal stadium) have improved the physical 
I noticed with surprise and even a little condition of youth, 

sadness that Negotin and its people had
changed, revealing ambitions I would never Nowadays fathers no longer say to their 
have suspected. The fever for creating, for sons when they grow up : “Take your hat and 
changing working and living conditions which your rucksack, my boy, and ao "out into the 
has taken hold of youth, has not spared the world.” They beg them to stay to carry on 
young people of Negotin. Like so many the work begun by other young people 
others they began the task of building with
immense enthusiasm but with little technical 'ru u u , , ,, , .
knowledge, mistrusting the advice of parents The bus has replaced the cabs in Negotin...
who they knew were opposed on principle to (UNESCO)
anything which might upset their conventional
life. _______ ________________________________

The results were to be expected. The News from Abroad 
young people s efforts were successful to some
proTed^orrect ninSs also The American Foundation for Continuing
work marvels but Aey do nof aTJays’T cceed reC£DtIy 3 f  ̂in avoiding amateurism succeed ot §96,00 for a programme of citizen educa-
disregard for economic realitvS £aUS?.d byua tion in science- This will be an adult education
young people influenced by the'r m b  " s ’and K f * mme *? increase understanding
the fathers by their sons. workTd out a m'odus “ “ “  lnd "S re,a,‘0n ‘°
vivendi. Everyone agreed on a plan for the
simultaneous development of the vinevards
and industry. 1 _. T1 .

The University of Hong Kong recently
A f in e  r p u t  tesvd m  u u , . held an Extra-Mural Jubilee Rally. The 2047 .

Negotin, as well ns a l i * . ?  built in students of the 4-year old institution were 
cellar-one of tie  most modern in' Yugo- their first °PP°rtunity to assemble as a
s avia a dairy, a slaughter-house, and cold-
area has sprung^up £1° new residen|ial Special lectures were arranged with students 
workmen S  SchniciaSs Ini ? ° free t0 attend the ,ecture of lheir choice. This
new building site at Prahovo on the" Daimbe f i S 1***? t0 acquainted with
where one of the biggest L p erp h S ate  fields outslde their Apartments.

flnfshed8 abT uf » is D“ d ”S. ^hibitions, community singing
yearlv incom e?nN eontinK  Z  ’ a aVeraSe and a bonfiie ^ b e c n e  were other features of
from 70,000 ,o 400,§00 dinars/ * r'Se feL m ?arLnuhLmW r.U'liV'rSity h°PeS
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Problem Approach : A Case Sfudy

Superstition. . . .  Can Social Education Help ?
Sushila Mehta, Sociologist, National Fundamental Education Centre

“If she is the protector why is she eating 
Following is the true story o f the away the children ?”

experience o f one Social Education Orga- “Don’t you see ? She is angry. Her curse
nizer. I t illustrates the point that the ’s uP°n tlje village !”
best adult education stems out o f people’s “And why is she angry ?”
problems. The good Social Educator can ‘‘She is naturally angry because you have

**r f  r " T s s s s r zszcontent from books. He is always on the bad shape. The temple of the Goddess is in
firing line helping people face problems. ruined condition. ..it is falling apart !”
The SEO in this month’s case study was . “But what exactly do you expect me to do
not sure when he went to the village that in matter '■
his own safety might not be endangered. , !^ ou s^ou^  raise a beautiful temple for 
»r , ii ii i.i , . the Mother. Then and then only the MotherNot all problems are as readily solved as wjn forgive you.”
this one. But all problems open the “ What.! We should raise a temple for the
minds o f people to education. Mother ! The Government does not give

grants to raise temples !”
“ Why, then we will have to demolish this 

A village head man came to the Block Deve- Community Centre !”
xX lopment Officer. With folded hands and “ What are you talking ? Are you in your 

tears in his eyes he implored the officer : senses ?”
Sir, don t you see ? Our dynasty is com- The BDO shouted. The frightened villager 

tng to an end, our generation is dying out.” left immediately. However, the BDO was 
“ What !" perturbed. He called the SEO. He instructed
“Don’t you know ? The whole village is theJSEO to Piocf ed immediately to the village 

painfully aware. The Mother is angry. She is an<a , tr^ t0 ®nd out what the trouble was and
eating away our children t” ~ ” see that no damage was done to the newly-

“ . . . .  n ‘ , , . built Community Centre.
“ What did you say ? The Mother is eating T. . af. „ <■ . r ■

away your children 7” 6 That afternoon the SEO set out for the
‘ , -n r village. On reaching there he made informal

Yesterday she ate away the child of my approaches to the villagers. He found that
cousins brother, Latoo Ram...a nice young several children were suffering from dysentery
lad' in the village. Quite a few children had died

“ But why ?” in the past few weeks from the dysentery.
“ Because the Mother is angry.” The SEO straightaway went to the village
“And who is the Mother any way ?” head man and started informal talk. When the

-O h. you don't know the Mother ? I see “p T h e S m e s S '6”' ’ SiCk"eSS W2S h ™ 81’'  
you are from the city. Let me explain. P' asked '
Mother is Gram Mata...the village goddess... “ What medicines do they give ?”
the protector and life giver. “Medicines ? Why, they give some kind of
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herbs which are used in dysentery...but what “ Is the Mother still angry ?”

S ! ,h« nbS.m l, I,,'J'h,n°, r -  G°ddeSS iS 3D8iy The headman smiled. He said bashfully:who can undo her curse ? «We an ignora]Jt |o,_ ^  nec(| edu(:a.
“Did anyone consult a doctor ?” tion.”

“ Well...now, what is the doctor going to “ Well, we must have a regular programme 
do . He is also a human being. He cannot of instruction in health education.” 
light supernatural powers !’

“ Why don’t we call others and discuss “Yes...yes...why don’t you help us ?”
what they feel about it ? » “Let us kav. a meeting this evening and

That evening a meeting was held. The discuss a plan for health education.” 
problem was thoroughly discussed. All agreed
that immediate action was necessary. But In the meeting the SEO discussed with the 
they could not agree as to what action should people what types of diseases and health pro­
be taken. Some suggested a puja (worship) as blerns the village had had in the past ten
a first step and thought a coconut should be years. He made a list : dysentery, smallpox,
offered as sacrifice. Others also liked this whooping cough. Later, in consultation with 
suggestion. The SEO immediately took up the the doctor he drew up a plan for lectures and
suggestion and he tactfully added : hlru shows about the causes of disease and

treatment of patients. The Doctor undertook 
“ If you all like, we can also invite the to give talks on diseases to the children and 

doctor from the Health Centre to attend the adults of the village, 
puja and with the blessing of the Goddess, he 
may give treatment to the children.” Analysis

The villagers immediately agreed to this The SEO here found a problem. He helped 
suggestion. Soon a committee was formed the people solve it, then used it as the founda- 
to collect four annas from each family and to tion for educational activities in the village, 
make all arrangements to perform the puja in The case study illustrates the principle that 
the morning. education starts best with what the people

want to learn at the time they want to learn it. 
The next day the SEO came with the In this instance they were in right earnest to 

doctor. They attended the puja. Later on the learn about health ; they had suffered, 
doctor started his w'ork. He examined the
patients one by one. He distributed medicines The villagers were happy to meet the SEO 
and explained in detail what care should be and the doctor at the centre and listen to 
given the sick children. health lectures. They asked questions and

actively participated in the different program- 
Arrangements were made to send medicine mes. They began to see the need to read and 

to the village daily. The committee members write so they could communicate with the 
took turns to go to the Health Centre to re- doctor and learn more from books, 
port the condition of patients and to carry
back medicines and the doctor’s instructions. If the SEO had been unable to follow-up

when the villagers were ready, a golden oppor- 
The SEO returned to the village on the tunity would have been lost, 

third day and called on the parents of the sick
children. He insisted that they give careful After the SEO brought the doctor, cured 
treatment to the children exactly as explained the disease and saved the Community Centre, 
by the doctor. he could have stopped work in the village or

he could have tried to introduce a programme 
After a week the SEO called on the village he wanted to start. Instead, he built on the 

again. He knew that the children were im- need the people had felt and developed a 
proving in health. He met the village head programme growing directly out of the 
man and asked : people’s interest.
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First Report on the International Seminar on

The Structure of Adult Education

AS a participant in the Seminar organised During the first ten days of the Seminar 
by Deutsche Stifting fur Entwicklurgslan- each participating country presented a report 

der (German Institute for Developing on adult education ir  ̂ the respective country, 
Countries) I am sending this first report in especially bringing out the problems and 
the belief that the proceedings of the Seminar efforts being made to solve the problems. Each 
would be of interest to the readers of the report was followed by a period of discussion 
Journal. which provided on excellent opportunity for

_  „ . . , . a . . exchange of ideas and experiences by the parti-
ThSeminar is being attended by 29 partict- cipants. This part of the Seminar programme 

pants from the following countries of Asia and ajso ;ncjU(jecj talks by outstanding German 
Africa : workers in the field of Adult Education, on

Ceylon 3 Nigeria 2 subjects like the Development of Adult Educa-
Ghana 3 Pakistan" 3 tion in Germany, various types of contempo-
T ,. « c , - rary Adult Education in Germany. The use
India 3 budan a of mass media in Adult Education, School
Indonesia 3 UAR Education in Germany and Survey of Post-war
Liberia 2 Egypt 3 Development in Germany. We also visited
T ' o Cvria 1 Museums in East and West Berlin, the Univer-

y sity of Berlin and the Senate of Berlin.
Tie Seminar began on A prilJfi 1961 at We are now the second part of the 

Villa Boi sig, Berlin Tegel in .V s B r m. g ,nlin;if) name]y a study tour of the following
with a i  o l d S ^  a)7vastla% ns'boidered on institutions and meeting important officials: 
three sides by the Tegel Lake. It was built as 1. Radio Station, Hannover, where a
a guest house for the world renowned locomo- talk on the use of Radio and Adult
tive works of August Borsig. Later on it Education has also been arranged,
served as a school for German Revenue
Officers. Early in 1960 the Government of 2. A tour of the outskirts oi Hannover
the Federal Democratic Republic of Germany to see modern city planning,
leased the villa to the German Institute for 3. The Residential Extension School at
Developing Countries. The villa has since Hustedt near Hannover,
been completely renovated and modern fittings ^  vjs|t to t jje Rural Cooperative school
and furniture have been provided. Now it at isernhagen.
has living accommodations for 40 participants „ . ‘‘ . . ' „ ,
and the personnel of the training centre. Eight 5< A m,e a1#?® Wlt.^i^e Minister ôr Cul'
seminars are held each year on different topics tura ^ airs at Frankfurt,
of common interest to developing countries. 6. The Trade Union School of Metal

a , Workers' Union at Lohr-on-Main.
The Seminar on the structure of Adult TT . TT r  , ,  , r ,

Education has been divided into three parts: ^ ' The Fritz-Henssler-Haus Ci t u r a l
the first at Villa Borsig from April 6 to 16; Centre of a large city at Dortmund
the second part a study tour of important and a leGture by Mayor ol ortmunc.
adult education centres in West Germany 8. The “ Insel”
from April 17 to 30 ; and the final part an 9 The Paraceisus Hospital at Marl
evaluation of the Seminar at Heimvolksho-
chschule Bergueustadt der Friedrich-Evert- 10. The officers of the Board of Directors
Stifting (Modern Extension School of Ber- of the German Federation of Trade
gueustadt) near Cologne. Unions at Dusselclorf,
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11. The vocational training centre at 8 1 'i  *
cologne. B o o k  l i e v i e w

12. A reception by the German UNESCO
Commission at Cologne. Crafts and Contemporary Culture. By Miss

Seonaid Mairi Robertson. Published by
13. Radio Station at Cologne and a discus- Harrap, London. Price: 17/6d. (stg.) ;

sion with programme editors on the 12.50 NF.
School Radio Programme and House- „ , ,
wives Programme. Tjf'VERYONE concerned with crafts, whether

J-J student or teacher, or even amateurs, will 
. be interested in this book. It deals not

14. The Deutz Printing Works at Cologne only with teaching crafts and teaching craft
and an address on the Role of the teachers, but with the whole place of crafts in 
Press in Adult Education by the Chief the technologically advanced Western coun­
c i lo r .  tries. It has been the author’s object to convey

an attitude rather than to give practical infor-
15. A visit to the Bundeshaus (Parliament mation ; to explain the place of this form of

House) in Bonn and discussion with “counter revolution” in our machine age. 
members of Parliament and with mem­
bers of the Board of Trustees of the Crafts and Contemporary Culture was 
German Institute for Developing written for Unesco. Intended as a study of
Countries. the “role of crafts in school and adult educa­

tion”, it was an offspring of a seminar organiz-
16. Meeting with the Study Group for ed by Unesco a few years ago in Tokyo on

International Cultural Exchange in the ~ rts and CTr?fts m General Education and
Beethoven House at Bonn. " Community Lite.

i 7 a ,• , _  _ The book covers the following subjects:
r  , pA‘£n. tPe Department of the definition of craftmanship ; the dilemma of 
F o S n A S r  the Mimstry ° f craftsmanship today; craft education with

s ' children and adolescents ; the training of craft
. . .  , r c . . teachers ; the small workshop; rural indus-

a -i -fn j  116 Seminar W'U begin on tries ; crafts and industry ; the industrial con-
April at the Modern Extension School at sultant and designer. It reveals the important
Bergueustadt near Cologne. In addition to an work done by craftsmen today and the pro­
evaluation of the Seminar by participants, blems involved in the preservation of tradi-
heie will be discussion on topics like the use tional crafts in the modern world,

ot bound Film as a Technical Method of Adult
Education and cooperation of Adult Education The author, after studying at the Univer- 
bpecialists from the Developing Countries and sity of Edinburgh and at the Edinburgh

e e era Republic on a partnership basis. College of Art, later took a course in psycho­
logy at the University of London. She helped 

The Seminar will conclude on May 9 after !n the founding of Bretton Hall in Yorkshire,
which I shall send a full report, especially on a college for the training of teachers in music,
the talks and discussions. The organizers have art and drama. Miss Robertson is now lectur-
made excellent arrangements and the seminar in§ at the Training College, High Melton,
is proving itself to be of great value to the Doncaster,
participants. The working languages are
German and English with an efficient interpre- —______
ter service.

A Motto for Today :
T-A. Koshy Think of otherSj

April 20, 1961 But think for yourself.
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With Whom Do You Work?

"p lC K IN G  the right people to work with is throws some light on the problem.1
always a problem. What are the characteristics of farmers who

T, , ,  , 0 most readily adopt better agricultural practices
ine old or tne young . versus those who are slow to change ? Several
Men or women . research studies show a curve like this :
The educated or the uneducated ?
The rich or the poor ?
The daring or the conservative ? = UtHdopiors
Those who need help most or those -a X

who apparently need no help ? ■§ /
The helpless or the strong ? ~ »he/MajorHy

One aim found in social work (often con- “ _ y '
fused with Social Education) is to relieve «• *** y Adopters
misery. ------------- ---------------- --------- -------—

Most religions teach compassion for the Time of Adoption
helpless. They encourage direct relief : alms E arly  Adopters The Majority Late Adopters 
for beggars, food for the hungry, and shelter Have large farms Average farms Small farms
for the homeless. However, these same Have high income Average income Low Income
religions may not necessarily encourage com- Take risks — Security-minded
parable effort to rearrange the social order so Usually under Age 50-60 Usually over
that begging becomes unnecessary. age 50 age 60

. . . . . .  Actively seeking Receptive but Complacent or
Charity is a social value limited in its new ideas not seeking skeptical

conception. It became firmly fixed long before Participate in Participate in Seldom partici- 
man understood clearly that he could trans- many non-local some local pate in formal
form society so that there would be practically groups groups groups
no helpless, hungry, naked, or homeless people. This kind of research induces the farm 
Indeed it is only within the past two genera- extension agents to help first those who are 
tions that man has developed the tools for rnost actively seeking new ideas and are 
abolishing poverty, hunger and much of the willing to take risks. Agents work with those 
illness of the world. who take part in groups. This often means

that they work with big farmers with high 
This is where education comes in. A income. Later, once the idea has proved 

primary task of Social Education and Commu- itself, the rest of the community will learn 
nity Development is to transfer our new from the early adopters, 
knowledge—these new tools and techniques- But this is an answer from another count 
from where they have been developed to where Research could indicate the answer appr>_ 
they can overcome poverty, hunger, and priate for India. In the meantime, with what

kinds of people do you have most success ?
But with what people should we work ? What is the difference between social 

SEOs are spread thinly over India—about one welfare and Social Education ? What is the 
for every lakh of people. Obviously we cannot purpose of a Social Educator ? With whom 
work equally with everyone. We must be should you work ?
selective and put our energies where they -------------
will be most effective. But with whom ? <• Lionberger, Herbert F. Adoption of AJew Ideas

and Practices. Iowa State University Press, Ames,
A recent American assemblage of research Iowa, 1961.

To Think About.....
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UNESCO AND AFRICA this conference will be to take an inventory of
(Continued from page 3) ^ie educational needs of African countries and

ins.itu.ion* of higher education for the train- the n7edf?r.h?eom [nTvmearCS0rreSPOndinS '°
mg ol geologists, mining engineers, social ® *
scientists, science teachers and journalists. The These are the main trends of Unesco’s
establishment of two regional teacher training activities in Africa in 1961-62.
centres is also foreseen. ,, .

the overall situation brings out the needs 
The greatest share of the technical ^°r planned and balanced development of 

assistance requested by the countries con- education within the framework of economic 
cerned should be used at a national level ar*d social development. A reorientation and 
to train adult education personnel, particularly an udaptation of educational programmes in 
specialists in audio-visual aids, teachers and *erms of the economic, social and cultural 
vocational school teachers. realities of Africa are imperative.

Finally, Unesco is organizing, in coopera- For countries whose resources are gener- 
tion with the United Nations Economic Com- aJty insufficient to bring about the rapid evolu- 
mission for Africa, a conference on the means tion which appears to be necessary, the grant- 
of developing education as a factor of econo- inS of international aid is indispensable. Only 
mic and social progress in this part of the in this way will these countries be able to face 
world. ___ their new responsibles as independent states

Forty-five countries will participate in this anc*. ,on*̂  'n wa^ .w^  t îe*r economic and 
conference which will be held in Addis Ababa socia progress be achieved with stability, 
from May 15 to 25, 1961. The purpose of UNESCO

I USEFUL FOR BOTH CIVILIANS AND 1
l  j g gry ^  MILITARY MEN |

/  “ Megh” Slated Roll-up Black Boards are essential for the quick 1
1 spread of literacy not only among civilians but also among military L

• ' meD ^°r reasons• ^ 
\  Tra>ning of hand must be coupled with the training of head. 1

J  * “ Megh ’ products have a rich experience of 35 years, in the field |

^  Eminent educationists at home and abroad have blessed “ Megh”
h 11 products for their quality, portability, hangability and readability. *j)

Heads of military education centres have patronised the products -ij 
~— --iasa® after approval. i

1 Please ask for particulars o f the products from 1

) Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. 1
i  W&Mr Post Box No- 24> f
I BARAMATI (Poona.) India.
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Non-Materialistic j
Advances of Today IT’S OUR BUSINESS

T, , W /H A T  good is an organization ? We are reminded of the
I n e  Use of Audio-Visual vv question, “What good is a theory ?” and its famous 

M edia answer, “What good is a baby ?”
Like a baby, an organization needs care and nurture.

Like a baby, it can be borne prematurely. It can die in infancy. 
Literacy th e  Unfelt N eed It can grow up weak and spindly, with no strength in its body,

and not much in its head.
P, rp But like a baby, with proper nurture, it can grow up to
U ur tow n  be a joy and comfort and support to its parents (members).

Like a baby, an organization needs the active participa- 
To TV  V zsu + tion of all its members. If an arm or leg is shriveled or lost,

mic A bout the baby cannot grow to its full capabilities. Neither can an
organization be at full strength without all members active 

r, , _ and contributing. We are the arms, legs, eyes and ears of our
cook  Review organization.

» —  , Just as a baby needs a place to live—an environment that
rm T A Tin Ŵ - £’ve room f°r growth and stimulation for constructive
LJLJIiQRIAL BOARD activity—so an organization needs a home.

The Indian Adult Education Association has a home. Its 
new building was inaugurated bn April 26. However, the home 

Ur. M. S. Mehta is not yet paid for. Rupees 25,000 are still owed to the
Q . contractor, and an additional 75,000 rupees are needed to

,n Iaeanbhai Desai match the government grant for the auditorium.
Shri JC Mad T 9 ur or§an'zat‘on has done remarkably well in the past, 

mr’ C.S. all things considered. Members have been devoted and hard
r>r t a k- i working, and many members have made real sacrifices to

. . • Koshy contribute to a cause they believe in.
Shri H. P. Saxena W e feel tbat we can count on your response. Of all

people in India, we in Social Education should make our own
organization a living example of what the baby can grow up to 

p„ ... be. Voluntary organizations are our business.
cation vis r ^  Adult CC?L ^ ast }'ear we asbed every member to contribute one day’sZ t ! ° n' 17-B' Indr°- Pay toward ,he Balding Fund. Many people did so.
Annual s aTh '  ‘. ewDelh*’ India' This year we are again making the same appeal. Will
Foroian s 9 c n T ’0; ' ' 8' °° y°H,s?nd one day’s pay to help your association utilize the ormgn $ 3.50. Single Copy Re. 1.00  building you have provided ?



x" k r * • tion Association, was inaugurated by Mrs.
U p ilI l l lS t S  Helen Kempfer. Mrs. Kempfer’s speech is

found on pages 7 and 8.
Optimist, pessimist—which are you ? The Training Course is giving in-service 

Optimists are people happily looking forward and pre-service training to professional and
to a long and happy life—and that’s our life voluntary workers in social education. It is
members. No more worries about sending in experimenting with new training methods, 
dues each year—always paid up. Pleased with
the bargain they made, too—looking forward Travelling Exhibition of Books
to many years of  free membership onthatlow  ^  AduU Education Association

in collaboration with the Indian National 
Mind calm. To be or not to be is now Commission for UNESCO is organising a

firmly settled once and for all. Spirits uplifted, travelling Exhibition of reading material for
Adult education is a noble cause, and a life neo-literates and new reading public. The
membership is a lifetime commitment. Hearts Exhibition will consist of selected reading
at peace. Thev know they did the right thing, material on “ International Understanding”,

So why not do it once and for all ? Send produced in different Indian languages. It will
in'your life membership when you renew this include suitable books on other countries.
year. Today is the auspicious day ! in chided ^  C°UntneS W,U a'S° 6

New Life Members it is proposed to organise the Exhibition
life memhers fire * first 31 Delhi on the occasion of the

m w  me member are. International Conference on Adult Education
T 0111 ? ;D; ^ , asr .hy* thi,0r inf r^r, at Vigjan Bhawan in July and thereafter itL’teracy Method , Cyan Lok, 10, Khurshed wj]1 ^  taken to selected cities ofindia for
Bagh, Lucknow , display. Institutional members of the Asso-

Shri Dharm Vir, Indian Adult Education ciation are cooperating in the organisation 
Association; of the Exhibition in various parts of the

Prof. D L. Kothia, Lecturer in Sanskrit, country.
Banaras University, Varanasi; _____

Kumari Amy B.H.J. Rustomjee, Retired , _
Inspector of Schools, Bombay 5; The Governing Body qf the Cent) al Boaid

pi ■ -p y  • . ' . ttmccpa M r  1 of Workers’ Education, has decided to support
^ iri T.Krishnamurthy, UNESCO National the scheme of correspondence education initiat- 

Training Centre, Djajagirt, Lembang, Bandung, ed the Indian Adult Education Association. 
Indonesia. This sc|ieme js a pioneering venture, under-

______ taken by the Association in the field of
workers’ education.

BUILDING DONATIONS
The Governing body has also agreed to 

The following donations for the Building gjve financial assistance to the Association for 
Fund have been received : organising a workshop on the “ Role of

Dr. David M. Florell Rs. 2/- Trade Unions in Workers’ Education.”
Dist. Social Education Officer The Board meeting, which was presided

and Secretary, SURAT 250/- over by Shri R.L. Mehta, Joint-Secretary, 
Dr. Willi Eichler, West Germany 14/- Ministry of Labour and Employment, decided

to incorporate the methods of creative educa­
tion in the courses for workers’ teachers.

Social Education Training Course Xhe General Secretary of the Indian Adult
A three-month training course on Social Education Association, Shri S.C. Dutta, who 

Education in Urban Areas began May 15. The is a Member of the Board of Governors, 
course, organised by the Indian Adult Educa- attended the meeting,
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Social Education Advisor Appointed Confederation of Organisations of the Teaching
Shri A.R. Deshpande has been appointed Profession.

by the Ministry of Education as Advisor --------
(Social Education). This appointment has , ,  D , TJ ,
been welcomed by workers in adult education „ Miss ^ leD H' Abreu’ Executive Member, 
who have long felt a need for a hi°h level Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation of 
representative for this nation building pro- Manila, was in Delhi for a few days. She had 
gramme. discussions on the adult education movement

cu • t-v i j „ in India with the General Secretary while here.
xt tS in  , ^es \paa^e Director of the She explained the present activities of the
Nationa Fundamenal Education Centre from Magsaysay Award Foundation and indicated
hf'c1 !• I?9cembe^ of. last year. He the possibilities of expansion in its activities,has been influential in broadening the concept
of adult education in this country. --------

The new Advisor is an active Vice-President Mr. Zuchermann, Head, Public Liasion 
of the Indian Adult Education Association Division, Department of Mass-Communication, 
and has greatly helped in the building up of Unesco, visited the headquarters of the Indian 
the Association. Adult Education Association recently. He had

_____  discussions with the members of the
Educational Editors' Workshop Secretariat regarding the dissemination of

. y Unesco materials. He also explained the
Editors ot education journals and other scheme of Unesco gift coupons and indicated

publications in education will hold a workshop that Unesco would be interested in supporting
July -7-31 in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi, in Indian projects in the field of adult education 
(̂̂ njimcuon with the meeting of the World in its gift coupon scheme.

^  THE R 00T  OF SOCIAL EDUCATION l
1 P n careRE consuderation it will be found out that the root of ^
I  11 Social Education lies in literacy. For without literacy one cannot 1
« understand the ways and means of Social living. £

It g E s s S f t  , And for the quick attainment of literacy eminent social educationists 1
reCOmmen^eĉ  our Elated Roll-up Black Boards, for following ^

^ They are handy and portable, so that they can be carried and hung |

\  They can be written on with chalk and can be wiped off with ^
1 duster, so that they can be used and reused as News Boards, 4

Notice Boards. Information Boards etc. /

/  They are coated with scientific colour, so that they are readable 1
!» from any angle of vision. i
/  Please write NOW Jor details t o 1

] Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. 1
1 j j f f  Post Box No. 24, S
[   ̂ BARAMATI (Poona) India. /
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ADULT SCHOOLS FOR DELHI subject was presented on four separate pro­
grammes. A total of twenty programmes were 

Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Union Minister of studied. Four hundred people were interviewed 
Education, stated in the Lok Sabha on May 4 before and after the TV series to determine 
that five schools for adult education in Delhi the effect of the programmes on them. These 
are proposed to be opened during 1961-62. 400 people participated in discussions follow-

Dr. Shrimali said that these schools would *n8 programmes. A control group of 400 
be run in the evening and regular classes people who did not see the programmes was 
would be organised from the primary to the a*s0 interviewed, 
higher secondary stage. Coaching classes . . _  ,
would also be organised for preparing adults Training Women Teachers
to appear privately in the High School, Higher The National Council for Women’s Educa- 
Secondary, Ratan, Bhushan and Prabhakar tion which met in New Delhi on May 10 
Examinations of the Delhi Board. was Qf the view that sufficient progress

These will be in addition to . the women’s had not been made for increasing the 
day school to be started in July by the Indian ™mber w°men .teachers in the various 
Adult Education Association in its new States Members pointed out that Govern-
building. It is hoped that through selection, m?nt had already taken a decision that at the
guidance, and climate of the Matriculation pnmary stage women should be appointed as 
course, women matriculates will want to help teachers as far as possible. This was particular- 
in the Social Welfare and Social Education ly urgent now since to achieve the over-all 
jobs now unfilled for want of qualified and target of free education for children between 
interested presonnel. 6; ] 1 years lt was necessary to enrol more girls

than boys.

World Conference The Council was particularly pleased to
The International Adult Education Con- note that 15 State Councils for Women’s 

ference convened by the WCOTP will be held Education have been set up on the lines 
in Vigyan Bhawan in Delhi July 28-30. It indicated by the National Council. Nine of 
will be inaugurated by the Union Education the State Councils have non-official women as 
Minister, Dr. Shrimali. Mr. Sham Nath, Mayor Chairmen. • 
of Delhi, will welcome the delegates.

. . , . - . , Rs. 1000 Prize for Book on CooperationAmong those who are coming from abroad r
are Dr. Roby Kidd, Chairman, Adult Educa- The Union Ministry of Education have 
tion Committee, WCOTP ; Herr Wolffs, announced the award of a prize of Rs. 1,000 
Secretary General of the German Adult for a book in Kannada entitled “ A Reader in 
Education Association ; and Mr. M. B. Gaffud, Cooperation” by Shri D. Krishna Iyengar in 
Chief, Adult Education Bureau, Philippines. the Second Competition for the Production of

Basic and Cultural Literature for neo.literates 
Educational Impact of Television and workers in the Community Development

Field work has been completed on the Block areas.
Research Project on the Impact of Television The book has been selected for the award 
Programmes. The Project was conducted of a prize under the title “Join A Cooperative 
cooperatively by All-India Radio, the National and Help Yourself.”
Fundamental Education Centre, and the Indian .
Adult Education Association, under a grant Earlier, in February this year, the Ministry 
from UNESCO. announced five prizes to authors of different

books under the titles: “Not By Bread
Analysis of data is now under way. When Alone”, “ Panchayat” , “ Birds of India” and 

the results have been interpreted, a report will “Three Basic Institutions.”

The results of the Competition under the 
A sample of five aspects of citizenship title “Vedanta Through Stories” will be 

behavior were selected for the study. Each announced later.

[ 4 ]



The Three Steps Method—

A Successful Adult Literacy Method
Clumilal R. Bhatt, M. A., M. Ed., District Social Education Organizer, Surat, Gujarat State

SOCIAL Education workers agree that The Three Steps Method
Literacy is one of their most important
activities. In a vast country like ours, The method is named after Seguiene, the 

many field workers have tried various methods Guru of Madam Montessorie. Hence, educa-
of literacy instruction. If we see the real tionists call it the Seguiene Method, but
working of literacy classes, we will find that commonly it is referred to as Tri Pada or the
in many cases old methods are still being “ three steps method.” It is based on three
ut'l 'zed. main steps of teaching and introducing new

letters.
I will not attempt to enumerate the various

°1 ' S / ? 1!8 h6re’ bUt * ,wm First Step : Teacher introduces two or. more 
, T k r  ■, ue i is successful in letters. The teacher writes the letters carefullySaurashtra. I believe ,t can be equally success- on the blackboard or shows a chart wjth th*

ful for any other Indian language area. letters. j  be teacher points t0 each letter and
Histnrv carefully pronounces it with proper sounds :

y . “ This is ‘ka’ er. This is ‘ma’ v .’’ He repeats
The method is advocated by Madam this step until he is sure that the adults are

Montessorie, a child educationist known world now familiar with the newly-introduced letters, 
wide.

Second Step : Adults point to the letters 
In Saurashtra, Shri Gijubhai Badheka, who as the teacher pronounces them. In the second

devoted his life to child education and hence step the teacher loudly speaks the names of
is called a “mother with mustaches” , ques- the letters, one by one. The adult puts his or
tioned whether this method, meant for her finger on the letter as it is pronounced,
children, might not be useful for adults. He
experimented with a servant of the institution * Third Step : Teacher points to letters and 
and found that the method could successfully adults pronounce them. In this third step, the
be used in teaching adults. Following this, he teacher puts his finger on the letter, and the
prepared a reader and three follow-up books. adults pronounce the name of the letter.

The method has been successfully used in After the adults are thoroughly familiar 
baurashtra since then. It was also used on a with the new letters, the teacher composes 
large scale in various native states of Saurashtra some words and sentences using the letters, 
and on mass scales by the free State of The teacher moves the finger quickly from one 
Saurashtra. In all these experiments it gave letter to the next in the same word. Adults
successful results. will pronounce the letters quickly and

. by increasing the speed of pronouncing
After reorganization of the new Bombay letters, the pronounciation of the word

State, the topic method was advocated and will come of itself. Pronouncing the 
special readers were prepaied in Marathi and word leads the adults to the meaning, and thus 
Gujerati. Literacy drives were started in they come to understand the meaning of 
selected Block areas. In these drives also, the written words, 
method described in this article was found suc­
cessful and gave better results than the topic The first reading lesson therefore is a 
method. combination of the letters taught in the lesson.
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As new letters are introduced in later (v) A lesson can be completed in about 20 
lessons, old letters should be repeated at regu- minutes. Adults see their accomplish-
lar intervals. ment and are proud of their success

from the very day they join the class.
Cautions

(vi) A series of four books with graded
(a) If adults fail to recognize a letter in selected lessons has been available

step 2, the teacher has to repeat step 1 and from the earl>' days of the experiment
then again go on to step 2. with this method; so follow-up books

have been obtainable in the market for
(b) In selecting letters for the same lesson, 30 years,

it is best not to select letters of similar shape,
such as “pa” ^ and “ ya" q or “gba” ^ and (V10 Tlie senes has a ^  (vachan pat) 
“dha” q. printed on one side only so that one

single book can be useful for a whole 
In the three steps the teacher and adults class. Each class member can select a

not only use their brains, but they put PaSe UP t0 which he has progressed,
speech and movement into the learning. They There is also a cheap pocket edition of
exchange their activities in various steps. In lhe same ‘Vachan Pat which is useful
the lirst step the teacher speaks the name of f°r their home work at their leisure
the letter. Thus he uses his tongue and hours. This ‘Vachan Pat’ is used lor
fingers while the adults use their earS and eyes. the mass literacy drives.

In the second step the teacher speaks the No Pictures in Three Steps Method 
name of the letter while adults point out that
particular letter, so the teacher reduces the Only the letters themselves are used in the 
activity of his hand, which is done by the Three Steps Method. No pictures of any 
adults. letters are introduced.

In the third step the teacher stops his Letters themselves are outline symbols, 
tongue and uses only his finger, while adults Adults recognize photographs of people; 
use their tongues and pronounce the letters. similarly they recognize outline letters such as

“ ka” er or “ ma” q. Hence no other picture is 
Characteristics Leading to Success introduced for the recognition of the letter.

If we summarize the points leading to
success of the method, they are ; As the letters are introduced directly with­

out pictures, the books are also cheaper.
(i) The method is familiar to the teachers.

My experience shows that if adults are
(ii) The method is very easy to teach. really interested in learning, they don’t care for

pictures.
(iii) The method is related to the tradition­

al method. As this method is easy and similar to the
alphabet method, teachers can use it easily.

(iv) The method is based on Adult Psycho- Only the selection and combination of letters
logy, in that it require some expertise which can be supplied

through using the ready-made books of the
(a) holds attention; experts.

(b) maintains interest; This method gives adults the satisfaction of
being able to read from the very day they

(c) uses action; and start. They can go on for thirty such lessons
and be able to read anything. It is this

(d) results in satisfaction. satisfaction (hat leads them to success.
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Non-Materialistic Advances of Today
Helen Kempfer, Specialist in Adult Education Methods

(Talk given at the inauguration of the Training Course for Social 
Education Workers in Urban Areas)

THE great advances of modern times have have for us. We know that "saying” is not the 
not all been material, although physical same as “communicating/' 
invention often accompanies or makes

possible the non-material. All too often we have been jj^g three-year-
Two fields of recent progress have been o!dcllild who had just learned to turn somer- 

communications and methods. saults. ‘'Look, Mummy !” she cried.

Communications When her mother said, "Yes, dear,” she
continued demonstrating, too young to realize 

It is true that the invention of radio and tbat ber mother could not see her from the 
television has helped expand communication, next room- 
as did the printing press in an earlier day. But
at the same time we have developed under- We know that learning is easier when 
standings and organizational patterns which several senses are used—seeing, hearing, 
would be useful even if television and radio feelmg, smelling. When we cannot see or 
had never been invented. experience directly, we can have vicarious

experience through audio-visual aids. With 
During the wartime emergency twenty audio-visual aids, we not only hear about some 

years ago, in order to assure complete com- thinS> we can see pictures or written words; we 
munication, several countries set up a block can eve.n see films °f activities in process, 
plan. In every neighbourhood one person was More of °ur senses are thus brought into use. 
responsible for seeing that every neighbour in we tben something about our new learn- 
his block received necessary information. In ' n8> sucb as discussing, planning, and carrying 
every cluster of neighbourhoods another person out projects, we learn even better, 
was responsible for seeing that all the neigh­
bourhood representatives received information. The Scientific Method
This was a system of organization. -vT , , ,Not only are we now learning to communi-

Here in India the word "block” is used in “ J f A f l®r’ W, l  T  a‘S/  t0 use our
a different way. The block extension plan has J  w  n • ^  df  eloPed the scIent!fic
been set up and block extension officers are “u / / ’ T } 'ch 5 a systematic way of going
responsible for spreading information within ?* ? U  ™  S  ?cien<ist us,es
each block In this rase the informatinn ^  ln ^ s searci ôr 3reater knowledge about the
sists Ofthefinding» « e and _ its relationships. The applied
that wiil improve agriculture and ruml lffe SCientlf  US?S ll in so,vm8 problems related to
Again, this is a system of or ganization Ph sh llV,nS’ And aH « n Jlse k in
cal inventions certainly help • posters films working on our own problems. The problem
radio. But the system could perform its “ ta fficX T h o d  IS a" ° 'ber " *  f« « *  
function with none of these. By telling and nt a method.
showing alone the extension officers °cnnld c . i r j  ^  , r.
make their message understood. Education reaches Communication,

& Problem Solving Skills
the psychology of communication has Social education opens doors to communica- 

made rapid advances. We have better under- tion, through teaching people communication 
standing of its phenomenological aspects i we skills. These include not only reading and writ- 
know that the words we use may not have the ing, but they also include the organizational 
same meaning for the other person that they skills helpful to effective communication :
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leadership training, conference and discussion another parent of social education. Adults 
methods, skills of group organization. All of , must be trained if they do not have economic 
these are aimed at opening channels of com- skills: • " 
munication and improving the results.

T . Economic progress in its simplest equation
Improving communication skills ,s an Can be stated as per-man production How 

important part of social education s responsi- much does one m/ n produce jn a day ? Can he 
bility to two great areas of knowledge : that turn out one yard of cloth or one hundred
from the past and that from the present. yards of c]oth", How many hours he works

. ’ .c , , . , and how much human energy he spends has
The scientific method is our approach to something to do with production' But the

te u uie. Moreover, it calls for active effectiveness of his work is more important
participation as contrasted with the passive than 2re his hours or effort.
receptivity of our acceptance of knowledge
developed by others in the past. It calls for . "
a questing and questioning attitude, so that Effectiveness of work depends on skill and 
old knowledge is re-examined in the light of knowledge. Tools and equipment, division of 
new findings. The cultural heritage is the best labour, and systems of organization all depend 
we have so far, and we should be properly on skills and knowledge, 
appreciative of it. However, we must recog­
nize that the cultural heritage is weighed down Notice that technological skills and know- 
with a load of ignorance. In our time, our ledge are philosophically neutral : they can be 
responsibility is to help lighten the burden of utilized in a society where men’s products are 
ignorance a little more for coming generations, not returned for their own use but are con- 
just as past generations have done for us. centrated to enhance the wealth and power of

their individuals or of the state.
Social education teaches adults how to use 

the scientific method in solving their problems _ ,
in a disciplined, systematic fashion rather than Living with Change 
through hit-or-miss irrational methods. Thus . , , , .
not only are adults enabled to use the The scientific method and freer communi- 
information developed by others using the cation channels sow the seeds of change, even 
scientific method, but adults can learn to use as they are products of change, 
the method themselves in solving their own
problems. Man needs to learn to control and live

with change as it comes, and not be over-

Social Education has two Parents Economically. As change"brings more'effective

Social education itself has two parents, we S f a c e T t r l e r T  neOd"1“to * ^ ta u g h t ' new 
might say One is philosophic: our democratic vocPational skiHs. As urbanization breaks up 
ideal of the equality of opportunity for all f jj d socjai structures, people must 
We do not all have the same abilities, but learn'yhow to work together to develop new 
the democratic ideal requires that we have tr^ctures to bring satisfying relationships and
equal opportunity to develop our individual emotiona) and economic security, 
abilities, whatever they may be. And opportu-
nity for self-development should not end with ,
childhood, for this would deny our right to Helping men learn how to live with change 
growth and development throughout life, as is one of the greatest challenges social educa-
well as the uniqueness of each individual in his tion faces, 
readiness for growth.

In our discussion of non-material advan- < 
Education is also recognized as the founda- ces, we should not forget that social education 

tion of economic progress, and our urge itself is a relatively new concept and promises 
toward economic betterment thus becomes to be one of the great advances of our day.
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The Use of Audio-Visual Media for the Education of 
Adults in a Changing World
J. C. Mathur, Director-General All-India Radio

Facets of the Changing World
The following is taken from a speech One cannot give a single universal descrip-

dehvered before the World Conference tion of the changing world. But the changes
on Adult Education in Montreal. Other !n tbe of the people have different mean-
nnrtc j ■ i mgs in (a) countries where technological pro-parts o f the speech appeared in the gress havs been SQ phenomenal> ^ idesp?ead
December and January numbers o f this and thorough as to capture all aspects of
Journal. people’s lives, (b) countries in which technolo­

gical progress is proving an aid to economic 
' ~ well-being and promise of prosperity but seems

W P ,1= i <• ,. . . unable to accommodate their rich and varied,
Xl n. tbe p ace of 3udl° V1S1*?1 albeit enfeebled traditional values, thus creat-

in thrpl nhQU edlIcat‘on t°day> broad]y ing a disconcerting sense of uncertainty in the
cltonM rrt ’A p ases- tbe place> ,we field of education, and (c) countries and so- 
wnrlrl nf^t* tbose a£tc\rs in tbe changing cieties in which technological progress is not 

L  HdHy’ Thl determ,ne the "ew only the herald of economic prosperity but 
l ln n l ‘° n’ tb” s gIV‘ng t0, aild'°; als0 a medium for the formulation of cultural
Dower Simolv "nut"1 t-r° et ^nd values and f°rms that are hitherto not so well
P , P y.JP , ’ It education to-day organised and not fully articulate,could be described as a lifelong process of
learning the art of living and since the The farst grouP of countnes constituting 
audio-visual media of mass communications the bu,k of Western society is well-developed 
surround the life of men whether in Manhat- economically and is facing, in full blast, the 
ten or in the villages of Tamil Nad in India complexities of technological progress. In the 
these media in themselves would make or mar sec?nd and the third groups are the emerging 
the task of the adult educator. nations of the world, hitherto underdeveloped

or backward, but looking towards a new 
Secondly, having recognised audio-visual future with mixed feelings of hope and misgiv- 

media as a lifelong influence on the modern ings.

ward’s 'their^ ̂ rodiTm ion* f'1 t0" There are many Problems that are common
• tl ^ , , 1 and form, among these groups, and yet it is possible to

• .  ̂ f 1 s at perhaps the identify the distinct nature of the challenge
muJn h i^ an?hivfarhP%hWl!,Sn10n ° f bhe. con> that each group faces, both in its inner life 
'world ’ 1 language of the new and external forms of living. Nevertheless, no

analysis of the problems of the technically 
Thirdly, we have to consider the major advanced countries could be confined to its 

inadequacy of these media today—that they application to those conntries alone, for the
are a one-way process and tend to make the speed with which modernisation is taking
audiences passive. We should examine cer- P'ace *n aU Parts °f the world, presages the
tain experiments in evolving new methods for involvement, sooner or later, of backward
inducing the assimilation of the knowledge countries also, in these very problems, 
and motivation transmitted throuah audio­
visual media, aiming at a more active and Human Personality in Technologically Advan- 
spontaneous participation by the adults, and ced Society
leading to one of the most significant and live With the dawn of the Space Age, the 
issues of the day, viz., the psychological horizons of knowledge have extended so far 
adjustment of the individual to a changing and so quickly as to demonstrate the inade- 
society. quacy of the education of the earlier genera-
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tion; The mysterious universe is revealing At the same time, an excessive emphasis
itself unto the groping hands of human curio- upon technology has, to some extent, affected
sity, and glimpses of the vast and bewildering the breath of vision, balanced judgment,
stretches of scientific facts and phenomena understanding of problems confronting other
are an irresistible invitation to the minds of individuals, tolerance and the sense of values
average men and women. These glimpses which would all cumulatively enable the citizen
have a tremendous potentiality for the libera- to acquire balance in his personality. Needless
tion of human personality. These men and to say that the film and television along with
women, working in offices, factories, business other media of communications can and do
houses, in the modern farm or elsewhere are accentuate this lopsidedness in human person-
literate and perhaps educated in a limited sense, ality; equally strong is their capacity to correct
Their education has been out-dated and the this lopsidedness and to encourage him to be
daily routine of their life thwarts the craving a better fellow-being and not just a more
for a more elevating and a more liberating efficient human unit,
experience. The new horizons of knowledge
seem to provide this experience to the modern ^  ^as ^een sa^  fhat technocratic society 
man who is otherwise bored and fed up. It is today tends to swallow the individual. One
something much more than excitement of would have thought that with the transfer of
which these men and women already have the more monotonous and deadening tasks on
enough. It is the way to a new awakening, machines, human feelings would be left with
the rhythm of a new stirring. . the more human and enlivening experiences,

but increasing leisure seems to be assuming 
What metaphysical knowledge did to the the form of an increasing menace. This leisure 

citizen of the ancient world, fettered by his js being exposed to mass-produced entertain-
own passions, ambitions and irustrations, the ment which exploits the superficial impulses
knowledge of the tevealing universe today instead of the more carefully reasoned reflec-
could pernaps do to the modern man. The tions and the more cultivated tastes. In
Space Age with its satellites and missiles, the feudalistic society of old days, aristocracy
conquest of speed and the weapons of total cultivated the graces of life and patronised the
extinction is bringing in a new seriousness. In arts. These graces and the refinement and
his interesting book “ Time tor Living” , taste that go with them, have to be brought
George Soule describes the prevailing mood home to the common man in present-day
in these words: “We live with constant democratic society if the individual is not to be
reminders that not only individuals but whole overwhelmed by the ruthlessly standardising
nations may perish in one gargantuan act of influence of modern living,
violence. Therefore, we begin to regard our
own lives and the life of our civilisation more The purpose of adult education in the
seriously.” In such a situation if the adult is modern world should, therefore, be also to
to develop just and balanced attitudes, he to impart to the literate, leisure-ridden, but
should be given more and more knowledge restless masses of the machine age, the capa-
about the greatness and littleness of man in an city to cultivate the taste and graces formerly
expanding universe—a knowledge that would associated with what was then the only leisured
put some of the petty strifes of today, in a class, the aristocracy. He has to be made to
proper perspective. feel that while it may be a worthy ambition to

-  , ... . , * , , , possess a mink coat or the latest modern car,
, To act as a liberating force for the baffled a no less worth-while possession could be an
human mind is thus the task of adult education artistic picture or a book of poetry. And yet
and this task would seem to call for the new he may not accept what, to quote Prof’
genie the modern methods of audio-visual Francisco Romero, “passes fo ra  culture of
presentation In their very nature, the modern the privileged during a democratic era” and is
sciences and technology are so complicated ]ooked upon as “an anachronistic culture in
tha the only way ,n which they could be an era dominated by a triumphanttechno-
exp ained andperhaps understood by the busy logy”.* in the circumstances, cultural and
adult would be through films, television shows5
filmstrips and other modern tqedia of com- ‘ “ Article “Classical Culture in Modern Life” by 
municauon. Mr. Jean D’Ormesson in IJnesco Chronicle Jan. 196J,
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artistic education for the adults in an age of though in acting as mouthpiece they may 
democracy and technology has not much blare both the ‘tinny' or raucous elements and 
chance of success if it does not use modern not the more abiding ones. In any case, the 
audio-visual methods, which are the constant artistic modes in which the cultural experience 
companions of the common man today in in its varying shades is expressed, are the ones 
industrialised countries. with which the communities have grown.

Those who fear that the arts so assiduously For Asian and African society, the film, 
cultivated by the aristocrats of the old would both for the cinema houses and the television 
lose their flavour and charm if carried to the programmes, generally constitutes an audio­
masses through the film, television and broad- visual and aesthetic experience which in many 
casting, overlook the fact that what the arts respects, is far removed from what those 
may lose by a little tailoring and adjustment communities are familiar with Not bein° the 
is nothing compared to the loss that would vehicle of traditional artistic forms in those 
result from allowing the leisure of the people societies, the film and its associated forms 
to be filled up by entertainment which has no seek to overpower the people and succeed in 
relation to these values. It is in the interest of doing so because they are novel and exciting,
the so-called “ highbrow” artist not to adopt far removed from the setting and, therefore,
a closed-door attitude and to be prepared for provide an easy escape into a land of 
a realistic balance which would give to his fantasy. I need hardly refer to the notorious 
work a new lease of life. In his testimony fact that the films from Bombay, as also 
given before the Federal Communications Holly wood, often deal with stories and subjects 
Commission, Dr. Lazarsfeld compared the that have nothing to do with the life of 
violence in Shakespeare’s Hamiet with the audiences over wEom they hold such un- 
violence in the Westerns and pointed out how questioned sway. But the problem is not 
classical pieces could be made to interact upon merely of the contents of the films. Even 

low-brow forms and thus improve them. where, as in the case of a large number of
Unless at this stage, the educationists and f ocumentaries the contents of the films are

the producers of these media come nearer to ef t1lre1^ drawn from lhe 1,fe °f. the Pe0Ple> th,e
each other and unless the artificial barrier of Presentation has very little to do with
between the “ egg-head” programmes on the the local traditions of drama. ,
one hand and the popular programmes on the Some rather unhappy results have followed 
other, is removed, there is serious danger of from the prevalence of this so-called inter- 
the cultural forms being relegated to the national artistic form of the film and the 
position of mere pathetic prestige and mourn- associated media. Communities are fast 
ful isolation. In this democratic age to think discarding their traditional artistic forms and 
of culture for an exclusive palate is to sound what is worse, the modern film, devoid of their 
i s  death-knell. The only solution, to my own familiar artistic forms, discourages them 
mind, lies in making a vigorous and bold from participation. In any adult education 
r ifernP/ ^  using the modern media for programme participation by communities is an 
cultural education. important activising element, and, therefore,
r nitaM, r . .  . , ,  , , „  this deficiency of the film needs to be made up.Cultural Crisis in Under-developed Countries

Ti • , .  It is true that the film with its great power
• /  problem of the preservation of the of suggestivity, does not always need the 

spmt and forms of traditional culture while stock characters of folk drama, the chorus, 
allowing them to be presented through modern the repetitive songs and the lingering over the 
media, is also a matter of deep concern in sentiments of pathos or love or horror. And 
Asian and African countries. In America yet, is it not a fact that, without perhaps 
wbeie the traditional heritage may not be so intent or design, many Asian films manage to 
s ong a factor or in Europe where historical introduce some of these elements thoueh in a 
developments over countries have brought distorted way and in inappropriate settings9 
about a complete transition in values, the That being so, it would perhaps be more 
media of mass communications are the mouth- consistent to give a fair trial to the traditional 
piece of widespread cultural experience, even forms, so that their popular appeal, their •
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directness, their capacity to elicit response, Political and Economic Changes in New Land
may be fully exploited. In other words, there and Old
is need effectively to use the media of mass , .
communications not only to preserve the . We hav.e s° far considered certain aspects
traditional forms of cultural expression but of the emotional and mental life of adults in
also to promote them, as a current and con- changing world, which call for special
temporary experience. While eliciting response treatment by adult educators. But the politi- 
from the adults, it will also be a psychological cal and economic changes that have taken 
help, for it will restore the confidence of these P]ace during recent years all over the world 
communities in their cultural values and would and t*ia .̂ are principal theme of the epic 
arrest emotional disintegration whenever com- drama of contemporary human existence, give 
munities begin to consider their own forms a true sense of urgency to any programme of 
of drama, music and dance as being inferior adult education and thereby necessitate the 
to what they see in the modern film and TV. adoption of new techniques. The two out- 
Indeed, this is a most urgent task, for other- standing facts of modern socio-economic life 
wise the power and force of the film can be seem to be : (a) the unmistakable, though 
ruthless and tragic. As with communities, so varying, pace ol industrialisation and urbani- 
with individuals, the psychological need of sation over the world ; and (b) the emergence 
the restoration of confidence, is a challenge of of the welfare State under whatever form of 
the modern world. Government, the welfare State which in Euro­

pean and American countries is the culmina- 
Tfiere are some other examples also of mal- t*011 °f a gradual process and which in the 

adjustment leading to want of self-confidence emerging nations is the result of rapid and
and a sense of isolation among people in conflicting forces ol patriotism, anti-colonial-
under-developed countries. Thus, while *sm and humanitarianism. 
modern sanitation and medicine have increased jn jjjgjjiy industrialised lands, the problem 
human longevity, it has also, consequent centres around production, the employer* wor- 
upon the breaking of the joint family and ker relationship and the growing desire of the 
the disappearance of the authority of elders adult to improve his prospects and to be equal 
over the young, made the aged miserable and fijs neighbour. It is through audio-visual 
isolated. This loss of confidence makes them media, particularly the TV, the poster and the 
resent new ideas and new techniques, puts them filmstrip, that in industrialised society, the 
out of sympathy with the younger generation adult educator is making himself useful for 
and thus widens the gap between the young and achieving these social and individual objectives, 
the old. If. as stated earlier, adult education Success of the Universit courses and specialis.
ts to be truly a continuing process, could i ed training arranged on TV programmes in 
not help to give them a new stimulus to fee the Unjted States aend several £th*r countries 
at home with the present generation ? Could it in the world> demoDStrates the direct utility of 
not enable tin m to become up-to-date in ideas, these medja Instructional courses for adults 
to keep abreast of the times anc, in short, to ),ave a]so been successfully used on the radio, 
continue to be active rather than retired cit.- Even in a mixed society ]ike that of Singapore 
zens of modern society . I ere is a new sense and jyfalaya, the popularity of the courses 
of purpose and mission to the adult educator conducted jn I955-56 in Economics and Law, 
who is bound to fall back upon the radio, the shows how schoolmasters, business executives, 
TV the film and other modern audio-visual clerks, etc., can respond to facilties for self- 
methods for rendering this service to the older improvement. I need hardly refer to such 
people Thus, it is that the retired worker specialised uses of television as the refresher 
occupying a lonely home and forced into the courses for docto engineers and other pro- 
monotonous company of his own ideas, finds fessional groups, 
his life brightened by the radio set. Soon he ^
considers himself an active member of society In Asian and African countries, however, 
and if he can, by means of correspondence or the uneven pace of industrialisation has result- 
other forms of contact, remain in touch with ed in a parallel existence of pre-industrial 
the programme-maker, he is bound to get back hinterland and intensively growing urban 
the spark of lively experience. industrialised areas. This problem has been
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ably analysed in the working paper on ‘Social audio-visual media for the psychological re- 
Implications of Industrialisation in Asia’ pre- habilitation of large groups of w o ^ rs  hi 
seated at the Regional Conterence of National Asian countries where industrialisation is 
O^m isstons for. Uij* co m Asia held in drawing the rural masses. From such p ycho 
Mamla. Thus investigations in Ceylon, logical use, the next step will be ^u tilise  
Ecuador, East Pakistan and other Asian audio-visual media for more specific purnoses countries have shown that people whose 1 uc PurPoses-
expertise is limited to agriculture and handi- The emergence of the welfare State is a 
crafts, are slow to master mechanised skill. phenomenon, on the significance of which I 
Unfortunately, in underdeveloped countries, need hardly dwell. While in advanced society 
industry has not been so alive to the potentia- the purpose of adult education is to preserve
lity of the visual media, such as the filmstrip and promote the welfare characteristics of the
and the film, for enabling the new industrial State through the development of the critical 
worker to overcome his handicaps. To some faculty, in the under-developed societies the 
extent, this is because of the ready availability fundamental object is to stimulate response to 
of cheap labour which does not call for invest- the concept of the welfare Stale, to foster the 
ment in improving efficiency on a large scale. desire intelligently to use the facilities and, 
But, sooner or later, competition will force above all, to encourage the outlook of parti- 
industrialists in these countries effectively to cipation rather than of passive reception and 
use audio-visual media for this purpose. acceptance. It is evident that audio-visual

Secondly, health p r o b e s  in the indus.ria- S * ?  S n e e d  f e s  l t “ e \e w ™ p e r ' 
hsed areas of Asian countries have been political activities and certain complex psveho- 
serious, particularly in respect of migratory logical factors more stron°ly determine the 
labour which is coming and going and which attitude towards the welfare State X s p i t e  
cannot therefore, be settled in permanent of the seeming power' of television S  
tenements. The growth of poverty belts in election analyses in Brita.n and U S A tad 
industrialised cities of Asia is a problem not cate other more powerful influences as 
mere y for the Municipal Corporations but also determinants.) However, political education 
for the educatoi. Living conditions are through radio talks and TV discussions on 
aggravated because of the want of sense of problems of health sex education etc and 
belonging among these people. Their roots through documen aries area  common fe’alure 
being still in the village, they do not seem to of modern indu ra ise d  c e “  
have the heart for a better life even with society.
their economic advantages. The situation in under-developed countries

The sad ,hi„g is ,ha, workers, who in rheir S T U  S
village homes would be clean in their tradi- period after World war II and This ha? coin 
tional way, seem to discard their habits with- cided with the desire for quick progress a
out acquiring new ones With these adults desire which is generously recognised by the
any direct methods of instruction explanation more advanced countries and which is of en

S c L r ^ a n r ” ? i o Z a  5 h l 'S .  CW„^[ *" VM*

s ^ s a - r *  r ke a bc,,er, ps/d;° iosi- k t s po,r 15e v r .uofn5 .e :
Uon ? T h -? eu a if community in transi- developed countries, welfare activities and
communit el around ^  m,grX  ,develoP ^ n t programmes for the rural popu-
t h b; e s tS in dust fi & c ent 1 'v ̂ 1 c ̂  1 s. one. of at.on have had a iong history. From time to 
interesting to note that the/p Af a‘, II 1S tlme m the past, even when these countries 
kers semi skilled and skilled W° r' Under CoIonial ru!e> Public-spirited indivi-
taTe'ouslTto the village d r a l n V n T f . sp oa: dualsas wel1 officials had carried on valiant 
r,fTbA y C m r X t ,  Prom their part experiments with commendable success The

centr?' feature of - o s t  o f these e ^ m e S s
programmes of the radio, m whidi there Is'a v idU byd 'effic^ed3^ ^ ^ 5 leadersh,p f 0' 
good sprinkle of the folk songs from their Of the numerous examples of ioVk

me districts. This shows tne potentiality of I would refer to only one with which la m
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more closely familiar—that of the dedicated are so misused by the occupants that all 
workers among the followers of Mahatma beauty and cleanliness is completely des-
Gandhi. The central purpose of rural adult troyed.
education, according to them* was to be to TT . . .  ___- . , .. , ,
restore self-resnect' to re-awaken in the How is the pace of adult education to be

1 , ^ f ., - th i commensurate with the speed with which thevillagers the sense of their own worth and . . , . , *5, . ,9 , f „ economic and physical welfare of the under-dignity, a desire for better living conditions, a , , , p J n -r,-it , u- developed communities is proceeding ? Thenew will to achieve them, a new confidence in K , . , . •
their own power to achieve them. This was answer obviously is a new medium for adult 
the conception of Mahatma Gandhi, which educa ,on vvhich should be able to keep pace 
called for a remarkable combination of quali- Wltbthe economic development These mass 
ties in an adult education worker. Answering media Particularly of the audio-visual type, 
a question of what the multi-purpose adult tend to some extent, to reduce the role of an 
education worker should do in a village, outside educator going to the village ; for, the 
Mahatma Gandhi replied “The man who works f reat advantage of he mass media ,s hat (a) 
in adult education, must be a magician creating -men can tackle larger communities and
this and that at the touch of his wand." In a (bJ the ens,ons and unfavourable reactions 
sense this characteristic statement of Mahatma which the physical presence of on unsuitable 
Gandhi summarises the pre-welfare State type of educator sometimes involves, are alto-
notions on adult education in the under-deve- Sether a.v° 'ded;. J hef P s y c h o l o g i c a l  effect o;
1 cji tries an unsuitable kind of educator upon a rural

There is little doubt that the ideal way of community can be far more disastrous than the 
rural adult education would be to have a band feared injury inflicted by audio-visual methods, 
of dedicated workers who could approach the Therefore, aud.o-visual methods seem to be an 
community or the individual adult on a mev,table corollary to the large scale econo­
human basis and could restore his self-respect mic development of the masses and the only
by a direct human appeal. But, in the develop- wa? of. easu™S a ProPer balanf  bet,we,e" 
ing countries to-day, the atmosphere has com- economic benefits on the one hand, and the
pletely changed. There is a growing impatience aduIt * caPacity f°r re“ lving and ^s.milating 
to achieve results within a short period and those benefits on the other hand If such a 
o ve r  a vast area amone lame communities balance cannot be quickly achieved, then ano- 
This is understandable. HId the pace of pro-' malies may arise a" d the development of the 
gress in the economic and welfare fields been communities may be lopsided, 
gradual, the pace of adult education could also
be gradual through the technique of the indivi- Propaganda or Adult Education for 
dual approach. But during the last 10 years, Nation-building
welfare and nation-building projects affecting I have referred earlier to the place of critical 
large communities in handicapped countries faculty in a welfare State in industrialised 
are resulting in a rapid change in the economic societies. The problem of the critical attitude 
life of the people. Thus, modern housing, com- has a different significance in under-developed 
munity centres, new roads, filtered water supply societies. In several of these countries the 
and other wherewithal of modern living are movement for political independence was led 
being made available to communities through by a brilliant, restless and effectively vocal 
various development projects and at a fast middle-class. This middle-class which was 
speed. But the education of the adults for enabl- jn the vanguard of the political move- 
ing them to make spontaneous and proper use ments for liberation, had the opportunity 
of these amenities has not been quick enough. to sharpen its critical faculty which 
For example, in many places, model dwellings, was one of the weapons of warfare against 
that is to say, pfoperly built houses, have been colonialism. Now saddled with authority to 
given over to the working classes; but what administer the welfare State, this middle-class 
they do with such dwellings would depend on faces a dilemma. Its background has been of 
them alone. Sometimes these well-built houses hostility towards authority and though the

* Shanta Narulkar and Marjorie Sykes; A b^ * s  of authority is completely changed and 
Picture and Programme o f  Adult Education, Wardha though po ver IS ultimately in the hands of the 
iy50. people, the hostile frame of mind lingers on
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and consciously or unconsciously affects atti- the edge of the hustle and bustle of
tudes towards the State. Often there is political parties. Only rarely are there
suspicion of well-meaning projects on grounds . , J
of authoritarianism, and criticism which major propaganda programmes, almost
swears by the ideals of 19th century liberalism never party programme-like or party
inffvSiduaSl *° PreserVe l*ie '̂'3erty political speeches, personalities of public

life, especially of the party political life 
Indeed, the vocal and critical middle-class appear but seldom in rural broadcasting

in the welfare States in backward countries, programmes, and if they do. then
sometimes appears to be more zealous of the . ,
theoretical freedom of the individual than the not as speakers for their parties and
corresponding class in more advanced count- their Party programmes, but in their
ries- capacity as experienced experts in some

Q i _ . . .  , , . . field. The normal work for rural broad-Such an attitude places a peculiar strain . . .
upon the media of adult education, for in- casting in India is much more like the
evitably in a developing society, adult educa- operation of an adult educational institu­
tion has to be an agency and a powerful tion than like the operation of an appa-
agency for preparing the minds of the people ratus of government ”
to participate in the task of building the ~
welfare State. In so doing, certain media of ____u
audio-visual education, particularly the radio . PP - bi.E^CO
and the television, in these States come to be Educational Clearing House,
criticised as instruments of propaganda for j
authority. 1 ' " }

This is an interesting problem of the Have you bought ? If not, hurry up L 
changing world, which faces audio-visual 1 ' 7
education, and for which an easy solution can- (, TY!irW7 D ITD T TC A 'T'TrVXTO /
not be found. It is complicated by the fact 7 lxJliW  1 U OLj I vj A. I  o  n
that the media like radio and television, have £ /
in tlie very interests of developing societies to ^ . »
be national organisations, financed by the /  * Community Organisation in j
State and dedicated to the cause of the econo- ** Social Education Report
raic, social and cultural re-generation of the ? of the Xlth Seminar Rs. 2.00 7
people. Our experience shows that this criti- L . . . .  /
cism has to be faced and the only way to allay 1 -• Community Organisation in «,
suspicion is to make a distinction between /  Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1.00 /
being an instrument of welfare Society on the „ . _ , , 2
one hand, and getting identified with a ruling i  J‘ Careers in Psychology  ̂ 1
political force or authority on the other. In j  Dnarmvir ks. 5.00
this connection, I beg to be excused for quoting C , c . , P "}
an observation made by Dr. Paul Neurath in l 4’ Delhl p no (
the course of his speech delivered in Germany [  __ An Assessraent Rs- 6-00 «
on ‘Radio in India'. He says b 5 Celluloid jn Indian Society

“ Just as the enormous community m —H. S. Bhola Rs. 2.00 T
development work of the Ministry of Jr L
Community Development, so the adult » Available with :
educational work of the Indian Radio, /  Indian Adult Education Association «
especially that for the villages, is conceiv- Q 17-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. /
ed as a wholly non-political task; it takes j) 4
place far from and only occasionally on t r s j c ^ < > o r s j f s j f N o r s j p . c v o (
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Case Sfydy

Literacy—The Unfelt Need
E. C. Shaw, Literacy House, Lucknow

RASHID Ahmed was a young man, 23 years 
of age, from a lower middle class family 

an alert Social Educator can use the in village Sadrauna, District Lucknow.
readiness created by a problem as the • He was married and a very active member of
basis for building an adult education 0f the literacy class. He was employed in
programme. Fibre Mill, Lucknow, but only as a temporary

,, . j -n . „„ worker. How he wished he could be on perma-
This n o n ,is  c a s e s  o p  us cules an 3 ,  roll, but in spite of all efforts circum-

experience which the leache , can use slances „ '„er favoured him.
to interpret the meaning oj a pro­
gramme. ) He was helpful by nature. During the

The column at left hand attempts to Shramdam organized by the literacy teacher,
analyse the psychological process as it he was first to reach the spot with a spade. He

/, F ' joined the literacy class on his own, but he was
___  always critical of education. He saw no

reason why people should learn to read and 
write when so many literate people go un­
employed.

Rashid’s short-range goal and immediate He joined the class not to learn to read or
motive come to light : being able to write his write, he told the teacher one day. He was
name will increase his social status. there only to learn to sign his name. He felt

greatly ashamed when on pay day the clerk 
would say sarcastically, “Babu Ji, sign,” but 
instead he had to put his thumb impression.

Motives for behaviour are seldom simple. He worked hard to learn to sign his name, 
His initial goal attained. Rashid continues to but he learned. He was happy. After this he
attend because the class satisfies certain social came to class because he had started liking 

7 the teacher and the environment of the
needs. class

Deep in Rashid’s mind may also be the ’ , . , ,
thought ' “The class helped me in one way. One day he sat with his book in his hand
Can it help with my other problems?” looking at it “You asked me to join the

class, he said, “ but may I know what is the 
use of learning to read and write, Master 
Sahib?” The following conversation ensued :

Rashid looks for an answer. Have his Teacher : If you learn to read and write you
criticisms all along been in reality pleas—a would become a better citizen of
cry to the teacher to show him how literacy may the country. Education would help
help with his economic problem ? you in so many ways. Look at B—.

He is earning Rs. 100/- which he 
could not have earned had he not 
been educated.

Rashid : You are right, but what about so
many young men in the village who 
studied up to the eighth standard,
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and a few of them have even passed 
high school, but they sit idle in 
their homes ? The fact is, educa­
tion is of no use and it makes a 
man idle.”

Teacher: You know the Englishmen who 
ruled us not so very long ago. 
Their country has nearly 100% 
literacy but the people are not idle. 
On the country, they are very indus­
trious and hard working.

Rashid’s problem is too pressing for him to Rashid : I am not talkina of Englishmen. I
take a long-range, philosophical view of literacy am concerned'' with India and
Z tn te r i f  r n •? He ,seeks 0,1 ,answe[ especially this village, Sadrauna.related to his situation and to people with
whom he can identify as being like himself. He Teacher : Yes, you are right. There are 
rejects the example of Englishmen as being too several young men who are educa-
distant from him. ted but who sit idly at home. Did

you try to find out the reason why 
they sit idle ?

Rashid : It is very simple. They do not have
work to do.

Teacher : Yes, you are partly right. But if 
you discuss the problem with them, 
you will find they all want to work 
in some office. They want to be 
clerks only. They must learn to do 
something with their hands.

que^titn!eai l ! efa I tZ R a s h id T Z r 4  Ihfw ord  RaSh'd 1 ^ f k a v e  them"8 1* ^  * ° T  h ^ d  
“argument” suggests that at least momentarily to Jjork whh mv h an d f
he sees the teacher as opposed rather than help- , 0 k with my hands. Y ou
Ing with his problem. P teach me something so I may earn

* r  more.
In spite o f his criticisms Rashid continues T ,

to come. Is this because there is no other leacher : i ou already know the art of weav-
avenue o f action open to him ? Or deep in his .ing’ Now what you need to know
mmd is there a vague awareness that there may *s art reading and writing.

?L L S S i f r  be' WeenU“ WCy ° 'dMS Rasbid : You are a clever person. Yon know
how to win an argument.

One day Rashid became very critical ana 
D . , embittered against literacy class. He said
Rashid attempts to turn the group from its “ Master Sahib, teach us some kind of industry

goal o f literacy to a path directly related to his so that we may have some money. What is
,Ke‘ ' the use of reading these books ? Look there in

village Badaun the people are learning to run 
Amber Charkha. I have been to that Village 
and saw many men and women working. They 
told me that they would be earning on an 
average Rs. 2/- per day. I do not want Rs. 2/-.
1 would be content with only Rs. 1/8 if it is 
regular. Then 1 would not be worried about 
being unemployed for part of the year
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as I am at present. My wife, too would be 
happy and we would have a good family 
life.”
Teacher : Isn’t your wife happy now ?
Rashid : No, she is not. She is w'ith her

parents and has refused to come 
because there is not enough money. 
She comes from a good home.

The teacher is not prepared to change the The teacher tried to convince Rashid about 
group goal, but he too attempts to seek a more the importance of literacy in the life of an
direct solution to Rashid’s problem. individual, but R.ashid would not listen.

———— ————  — ------— — Finally he said to the teacher emphatically, “ I
want to learn anything be it reading or 
industry provided it helps raise my income.”

At the end o f the case study reported, The teacher and the supervisor both studied 
Rashid has found for himself the relation- the problem but they were puzzled to find a 
ship between literacy and his problem. The solution. Industry "was not one of the activ- 
teacher earlier could have said “I ant only one ities of the literacy programme nor was it in 
man. Books have the ideas of many men. I f  any way dovetailed with the literacy pro- 
you learn to read, you may find some ideas that gramme. Yet this was a genuine problem and 
will help you.” it ought to be solved. The supervisor talked to

Would this have had meaning for Rashid the authorities at the Amber Charkha Training 
before he had the experience o f finding a help- Centre at Lucknow who readily agreed to 
fu l idea in a book ? It is doubtful. Certainly help, but before anything could finally be 
the full meaning could come only with experi- done, the Amber Charkha centre was closed 
ence. down.

Would Rashid have read too much into such Rashid got a job once again in the Fibre 
words i f  the teacher had said them ? Would be Mill at Lucknow and temporarily the problem 
have taken the te acher’s words as a promise— was solved. 
raising expectations that later might have been . . .
disappointed 1 It is very important not to raise By this time ICashid had been a student of 
hopes unless they can he satisfied within the the Literacy Class for nine months. During 
time expected. Disillusionment can create an this time the supervisor and the teacher had a 
enemy and troublemaker for the programme. In number of discussions with him on subjects 
his state o f need, it would have been very easy which directly touched his life. He learned to 
for Rashid to read more into the statement than read and write. He read a number or books 
the teacher intended from the village Tin Trunk Librsiy. rfs started

. , ' , .  , , to read easy contents from the newspaper as
Now that the relationship between literacy „ Bu Jjkcd books which gave him

and the economic situation has been established of raising his income from the
through an experience should the teacher find  le£el. He read one book on coopera-
r ^  5 -  and discussed it with the teacher.

. , a , n i l  Ever since reading the book on coopera­t e  relationship is not a direct one. Rashid hg nas been higfch]y motjvated to start a
may have difficulty in putting i nto words with- ’erative society of weavers in the village. 
out help He may not even have seen the ‘hiriks tfaat An/ber Charkha would go a long 
connection in his own mind. way to help them if he could organize his

The meaning and value o f literacy are often people into a cooperative organization. 
not directly seen. I f  he sees the relationship However, as he is working and does not have 
and is able to express it in words, Rashid much time to spare, he has not yet organized 
can become an enthusiastic interpreter o f the the cooperative, although he hopes to do it in 
programme to doubters in the community. the not too distant future.
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L I S T E N I N G

NEEDS. Every development today.’' In some places rice is eaten infre- 
-fl- officer in India has heard the words. quently. “No rice” means merely that we had 

Woik is to start with the felt needs” something else to eat. But in some places 
of people. “ no rice” means there was no food at all. In

The term has two words. One is “needs.” other places “no rice” may mean that we ate 
The other is “ felt.” This suggests that the hut do not feel satisfied without rice,
need must not only be there, but it must be a A college-trained, city-bred worker can find
need the people feel and recognize. It must be it very difficult to understand all an illiterate
a need people can talk about. farmer means when he talks. “ Speaking the

This brings up the problem of listening, same language” means more than speaking 
How many of us actually listen ? How many Hindi or Marathi. It means that the word 

■ of us can create that subtle climate in which must have" the same meaning for both 
the mee est villager can express what is in his persons.
mind and heart ? r .„„ i „. , . , ° ne large government office recently

A recent study in another country com- received a telegram: “Project approved”,
pared listening ability of two groups of people. Proceed work immediately.” The office receiv- 
One group was composed of school students, ed the telegram with joy and started work at 
The other group was made up of older people once on a project which had been awaiting 
working as supervisors and administrators, approval. Only later did they discover that 
The school children actually listened better, the telegram referred to another project. Their 
When both groups were given the same minds had been so focussed on one project 
standardized “ listening” test, the school that they failed to notice that the wire had 
students received better scores. not specified projects.

A LOT of instruction is given in public . Listening requires that we have a genuine 
speaking. Employers look for people who interest in the other person and a “mind set” 
can speak well. People worry about their to hear what he is saying. Often we are so 

ability to express themselves in ” public and absorbed in our own affairs that, like the 
make themselves heard. But how many of us government office, we hear one thing and 
worry whether we listen as well as we interpret it in light of our own interests." 
should ?

In some places college courses and manage- way to assure our listening is to
ment training courses are given in interviewing repea bactv what we have heard. Repeat-
and in discussion leadership. Learning to „ '2*’ °ack tt0 be sure we understand is also
listen is an important part of such training, elahnr-op fWtlfp en<j° ura”e other people to 
But such courses are still new Not many elaborate fa ther. It often gives them a sense 
people have had the opportunity to participate ° f ° Ur In,terest s°  that they feel they can take 
in such training. T o o f  m ^ s c S  ™ *nt° tbe.r confidence. And in bis elabora- 
leadership” means imposing our ideas on a i-e otber Person often gains nevv insight
group rather than listening and trying to help lnto llIS own problems and new ideas and 
the group express itself. " confidence.

, How important, then, is listening ! Ask
ISTENING is not easy. Words mean yourself: When other people talk, do” I ffive 
different things to different people, them full attention ? Do I try to see what 
Real listening requires that we try to they mean by what they say ? Or does m\ 

understand what the other person means mind wander ? Do I spend the time thinking 
by what he says. “ We had no rice of what I want to say ?
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O u r  Town

Letter From Witney
By Stephen Taylor

MO R E  than 1,000 years ago, when England the town’s means of livelihood have been 
consisted of various independent king- extended and its outlook significantly altered, 
doms, two of these little states, Mercia 

and Wessex, shared a common frontier not far From Blankets to Car Heaters 
from where Witney stands, and indeed has , . , -

ood throughout the centuries. Wessex of the The ,Pro,cess began, "Jen a number of 
■ j  u  ■ c .i n4-̂ iior,rio n engineering firms moved their factories fromsouth and Mercia °f the Midlands were not ^  *  Wi(ney during the second World

the friendliest of neighbours and even after ^  jntending tQ * London after the
ten centuries tier s = war had ended. One large aircraft works did
cleavage between the two areas. so, but some of the others have remained.

Distant only a few miles in one direction , .  .. . ,
lies that part of England which is definitely One establishment in particular has grown 
southern in character Looking in its eastern spectacularly It is a section of a large orga-
balf to London for cultural leads, and owing nization, with branches in many parts of
alleaiance to no large cities in its western Britain, that manufactures a variety of pro-
districts, it is a not altogether happy blend of ducts ranging from clocks to car heaters. 
20th Century urbanisation and an agricultural From comparatively small beginnings in 
economy that has not changed fundamentally Witney it has now reached a stage where it 
during the past 150 years. employs some 1,500 people. Already by far

° F the largest single employer of labour in the
Northwards, in what was once Mercia, town, this firm’s influence will inevitably 

there are 30 or 40 miles of predominantly become stronger.
agricultural territory, after which comes the , , . . .
I fs t  industrial belt of the English Midlands. One effect of this expansion has been that
The city of Birmingham, metropolis of this Witney s population, static at around 5,000 for
region, spreds its million-plus population over many years, has increased to 7 000 within the 
a large area, and its influence over ways of ast 25 years. It is admittedly not a large
thought and means of livelihood extends a increase, though it is of far greater significance
great deal further. than the figures would appear to indicate
6 Only those with a personal knowledge of small

In the same way much of the former English towns as they were in pre-war days
Wessex is an appendage of London. Witney will appreciate what the impact of 2,000 new-
lies a little distance outside the spheres of these comers has meant. It has opened a wide and
urban colossi, and in so far as it remains permanent breach in Witney’s insularity,
possible for a small English town to have an Greatly to its benefit, though not all the older
independent existence, it still possesses a life inhabitants would endorse this view, Witney
of its own. has been awakened.

But Witney may not be t 0 The awakening has not been an entirely 
independence indefinite t . i  ̂ . P - painless process. To understand what it
^ Ve, ^ r ^ C)lr d in. not An per. imPhes we must compare the old and newWorld War II, it is in i § P ■ ' Witney. The 1 own was built on and lived by
nomy that for at least 300 years was based on the b]anket industry> which in one form or
agriculture and ass,ociated tr j M  W J  8 another has flourished there since the Middle
case the manufacture ot woolle,np bla" k̂ “  Ages. But for the chances of war it would
has within the last twenty years been brought s sunreme
into intimate contact with the engineering stillhavebecns„p.^i...
industry in several of its branches. As a result One fundamental change came over the
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tiade long ago. In the I8th Century blanket- with those whom they resard as interlopers 
weaving was a cottage industry in the hands even if they do not say much openlv. 
ot many small operators who, though poverty-
t̂/Iv,keT1’̂ Weye-1 Pen,de”t* Wj ththe coming Housing—A Legacy of the Past ot the Industrial Revolution and steam power

the trade came rapidly under the control of a They are fighting a losing battle and know 
few mill owners, and for many years it has 'f- Their children, on the other hand, have 
been centred in three large factories. little interest in preserving the status quo.

Most of them have visited other countries and
“Us” and “the Foreigners” no longer regard Witney as the hub and

centre of the Universe. Furthermore, the 
The inevitable result was a patriarchal younger generation has received a practical 

economy in the town. The mill owners, who demonstration of the value of the new indus- 
were and in some instances still are devout tr'es *n tbe f°rm °f bulky pay packets. In ten 
nonconformists—Witney was one of the first years’ time the integration of the community 
strongholds of the Methodist Church—viewed bas a S°°d chance of being an accomplished 
it as their duty to look after the welfare of fact> because the old ways of thought will have 
their workers both inside the mills and out. been forgotten.
True to the concepts of Victorian Enoland r> * , . „ ,

, they gave more attention to moral and spiri- But m°dern w >tney carries a legacy of the 
tual welfare than material well-being It isPnot ? V S & sen0U!> hand,caP- Most of lts
surprising that attendance at the chapels wa<= ^ ses^ [e stone builtt and more than
r e m a r k a h l v  titoh rn r _. V  * 250 years old. They are picturesque in the
employer was likely to be in tte 'p u lp iT a n d  de,lighf °J vjs; ting tourists-and the
repeated absences might react unfavourably desPair ° fJ be loca! beabb authorities. A great
on one’s job. S avouraoiy many of them are in need of major structural

repairs, and the Public Health Inspector can 
Such was the pattern of life in Witney never take his attention from problems of 

before the coming of the new industries, with daraP3 dry rot and vermin. An urgent slum 
its attendant division of the town’s inhabitants, problem still hides behind Witney’s charming 
There are many, still not old, who were stone facades.
brought up in the patriarchal tradition of the Witney is governed by an Urban District 
blanket mills, and they form the hard core of Council, a lay body whose decisions are imple-
Witney s conservatism of thought. Oddly mented by a handful of permanent officials
enougn though, there is surprisingly little who do most of the actual work. Of recent 
political Conservatism. The district’s non- years they have been given a reasonably free 
conformist ancestry engendered Radical hand, but the power of veto remains with the 
Liberalism, and today its political inclination Council, and in the past it was used to excess, 
is notably towards the Left. A number of reforms have been initiated, in

The newcomers are for the most part politi- sPbere °f housing in particular, but officials 
caliy in sympathy with the older residents bave to cope with a backlog of work and they
though probably for different reasons. Here “ “st also plan for the Witney of the future,
however, the similarity ends. Natives of small t0 rehabll,tale the e.Xisting sub-
English towns do not accept straneers without *tandard b°uses, and at the same time provide 
reservation, and W itness nV^xcept[onW There ? r f imated Population increase of 3,000 
is an unexpressed but deep-seated conflict y
between “ us” and “ the foreigners” . This can- Such is modern Witney ; a town facing 
not be other than a passing phase but the towards a new age but unable to relinquish the 
feeling is still strong. past. We can but speculate on what it will

„  , become after its population has reached the
loaay the newcomers are approaching 10,000 mark which, perhaps too naively, is

parity in numbers with the residents of long- officially considered its upper limit. No doubt
standing, who now realize that the invasion is the traditions of Methodism and smalltown
no transient affair. Consequently they with- insularity will no longer be factors of impor-
draw themselves still further from contact tance, but what will replace them ? (UNESCO)
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P r v r x l -  R m n o n r c  “(4) In all these, the SEO has not functioned
A J O IJ - Iv  H E  I  I L W o  effectively as an extension worker whose

main function is to educate the people.”
Social Education—Role of Social Education An improved system of supervision and 
Organisers in the Context of Panchayati Raj. training for the SEO, as well as a clearer 
A guide book for Social Education Organisers, understanding of his role, are called for. As 
developed by the participants in the Workshop a beginning in this direction, the guide book 
held at the Orientation & Study Centre, prints a “Suggested Proforma for Writing
Mysore from 28th Feb. to 4th March, 1961. Diaries by SEOs.” This diary form is aimed 
Published by the Orientation & Study Centre, at calling the social education organiser's 
Ministry of Community Development and attention to three aspects of his work :
Corporation Government of India, Lalita organizational, educational, and inspection. 
Mahal Road, Myso're. 183 pages, cyclostyled.

SOCIAL EDUCATION, etal., grew out of Workshop members cited recommendat:ons 
a workshop attended by fifteen social that the confusion in regard to the SEOs’ role
education organizers, two district social should be clarified. The Workshop itself

organizers, and staff members from various worked out a minimum programme for the
training centres. The group thus had good Social Education Organiser, which gives
balance between theoreticians and field workers, heaviest weight to youth activities (25%j, 
It reconsiders the role of the social education training activities (25%) and adult literacy 
organiser in light of the field experience of work (20%), and divides the balance of his 
workshop participants, particularly in the time amoDg taluk and panchayat work, work 
context of Panchayati Raj. with voluntary organisations, and miscellane-

An especially interesting portion of the ous funct'ons-
book presents an analysis of three months’ The t includes a suramary 0f partici- 
diartes of ten Social Education Organisers. An , evafuation of the Workshop, and a
initial conclusion from the survey of diaries £ib]iography of reference materials used, 
was that many diaries are not sufficiently
precise in their notations to make them useful jn ]3js introduction, B. Rudramoorthy, 
for research. From the diaries which could Princjpai 0f the Orientation & Study Centre,
be analysed, the following general conclusions comments : “Although at first we were upset 
were drawn by the researcher : by tbe poor response of the SEOs, we were
“ (1) Only a few items (about 25% on an later very much encouraged by the way the

average) of the jobs given in the Job discussions took place at the workshop. From
Chart are being done by the SEOs. the nature of the discussions and the interest

“(2) Even among these few only 1 5% of the evinced by all the participants and resource
jobs get good attention while the others persons, we thought that if 20 more SEOs had
receive very little attention. participated they could also have gained a

“Hi The iobs which receive attention are • clear insight int0 the r° le ° f SEOs in the(3) lhe jobs wnicti receive attention are . context of Panchayati Raj. For, the highlight
(a) those on which regular progress 0f the workshop was the process of~group

reports have to be sent and the discussion and active involvement of all the
progress is reviewed, participants in studying the role of SEOs both

(b) Those when once organised, there is in its historical process as well as in the
somebody else, other than the SEO, present context of Panchayati Raj. On the
who is responsible for the activities. whole the workshop proved very effective,

(c) Those in which the SEO can adopt both for the participants and for us, the staff
the administrative role of “ inspect- raembers at this Centre.
ing”, ‘‘Supervising” and “ Giving While the written report cannot take the
orc êrs ’ place of participation in the Workshop, it

(d) Those items in which clear-cut does make worthwhile reading.
instructions have been given from
the Government. —H.L.F.
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University Adult Education, By Renee Peterson upon universities in this disordered present is 
and William Peterson New York, Harper and to re-state the cultural and political ideals of 
Brothers, Publishers, I960. America.”
U lTN IV ERSITY  Adult Education” is a The four-fold functions of American adult 

U  book about United States conditions, education, as stated, might give readers the 
written for an American audience, impression that there is a clear concept of the 

Many of its comments, however, point out term. But in reality, there is confusion among 
gaps in our own system worth attention. The practitioners of adult education. According 
authors maintain that Universities need adult to the authors, the ‘democratic’ procedure in 
education for organising their adult education determining the content and methods of adult 
programme. That being so, the book should education have led to contradictions and con-
be important reading for them. fusion. It is up to the Universities to organise

„ . .. — j .• • j  rc ,, j-cc .. . the wealth of data so obtained. We mightAdult Education is difficult, so difficult that pojnt out that confusion and contradiction | re
!i. 1S DM,tu/ a ôr y a!verf ties t0 be;: baffled. naturaj jn any new field trying to find itself. 
They will have to find out new ways o meet with enough ' ffort and experience, confusion 
the baffling challenges. To find out more and contradiction give way to order, 
effective ways, the Universities will have to 6 3
come out of their rut : This is the point hit Secondly, the authors emphasize the need

l by the authors. o f ‘objective evaluation’ in all types of adult
The authors start with a description of the e<iucation programmes, 

rich economy of America and then describes While determining the educational policy
the poor economic condition of the American for university adult education programmes, it 
educational system. They point out that the bas been emphasized that university extension 
system is unable to meet the present and programmes should neither overlap with the 
future needs of the American society. Adult programmes of other organisations, nor should 
education has been suggested as an immediate tbeir standard be lowered to popularise them 
treatment for the serious condition of among the members of the community. Any 
American society, which the authors feel is general tendency to commercialise university 
degenerating with the advancement in its extension programmes is undesirable, 
economy and with its increased responsibilities While recapitulating the guide to policy for 
on the world scene. adult education, the authors mention the

In broad terms, the authors define adult various types of administrative arrangements
education functions as : remedial (fundamental adopted by the Universities, 
education), vocational, cultural and political. Perhaps the most outstanding contribution 
The content of these functions remind us the of the book is that it clearly shows the inade-
five-fold functions of “Social Education” in quacy of educational programmes being run 
India: literacy, economic, cultural, recrea- to inculcate world understanding. The authors 
tional, civic (political in its broad sense), and suggest that a well-thought-out and impartial 
health. The item of health has been left out, programme of adult education for world 
presumably, on the assumption that general understanding should be introduced by the 
health conditions are satisfactory in America. Universities."
However, this presumption needs re-checking Xhen comes the detai]ed discussion and
!n Vl̂ w ° y '" creas'”g ™ ntal strain® suggestions accruing from it, about the func-
^  J °  P°mt ,°f tionsof co-operative extension and the land
fact, health and mental health education do grant system. These two institutions maybe 
receive widespread aUention from both social of specia] concern to the American readers, as 
welfare and adult education agencies in these institutions work effectively in rural
Amenca‘ . . .  America, but they may be of vital interest to

The authors look to the Universities to Indian readers, also. Rural America and 
bring a qualitative and quantitative change in the legislation which made it, can provide 
their adult education programmes. In the some food for thought to Indian planners and 
words of Nolte, they say, “ the greatest task of educators.
adult education and greatest obligation laid ■—Dharm Vir
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PLAN NULLIFIES AIM
O ne V illage L eader's

A pproach  rriH E  Draft Third Five-Year Plan had indicated that a massive
A campaign for the eradication of illiteracy would be under- 

Tl, 0 Pm W om  of Y outh-  taken in India during the next five years. Pveports now
available in the capital, however, discounts any such possibility.

A du lt R elations The reason given is lack of financial resources.

O ur Town This *s ver  ̂unf°rtuaate> more so w^en wejclaim to be a
democratic country. It is deplorable that on the eve of the 
general elections, we should have a majority of people unable 

To Thi 1 a b o u t to read ar|d write and therefore, not in a position to under-
n n s  a d o  stand the implications of the election manifestos issued by

various political parties. We should at least make attempts to 
rectify this situation by the time we go in for the next general 
elections.

The Planning Commission, by not realizing the' import- 
/  EDITORIAL BOARD ance of an educated electorate and enlightened citizenry for

the building up of the democratic structure of society, is 
really nullifying whatever good planning could have done to 

Dr. M. S. Mehta our country.

Sliri Maganbhai Desai We would, therefore, very earnestly urge our
national government to include a massive campaign against 

Shri J.C. Mathur, l.c.s. illiteracy in the Third Plan. If we are true to our democratic
profession and believe in the people’s right to govern their 

Dr. T. A. Koshy own lives, by sharing views and exchanging id.as with all, then
Adult Education must become the pivot ot our activities for 

Shri H. P. Saksena material and social development.

Resources can always be mobilised; only we must have 
Published by Indian Adult Edu■ determination to make our people the real masters of their
cation Association, 17-B, indra■ lives. If these arc pious wishes not to be fulfilled, then alone
prastha Marg, New Delhi, India. can we neglect Adult Education. Democracy and Adult Edu-
Annual Subscription: Rs. 8.00 cation must go together, if we are to be true to our oft-
Foreign $ 3.50. Single Copy Re. l.oo repeated desire to build a democracy.
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Prime: Minister Jawaharlal Neliru and Education Minister Dr. K. L. Shrimali look 
at a board depicting the meaning of adult education at the recent inauguration of 
the Shaliq Memorial, the Indian Adult Education Association building.
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Adult Education “Colleges” in Australia
A news item last month told of adult day and evening schools to start in Delhi. The 

Australian High Commission in New Delhi has supplied this article on how one Austra­
lian State operates its adult schools.

THE Australian State of New South Wales which would assist people in the art of living 
has a system of adult education known as in a complex and rapidly changing society, 
the “evening college ’ movement. [Ihese j n 1943 the name of the schools was 

are not evening colleges as the term is used changed to Evening Colleges, prefixed by the
here in India to designate evening or extension name of the locality, e.2., Burwood Evening 
programmes of college level. Editor.] College.

The Education Department makes available . ,
school buildings and equipment for evening Curriculum Determined by Part,e,pants
college purposes and appoints and pays staff. Educationists often have very high ideals
Procedure in Starting “ Colleoes” as t0 the l>Pes of developmental activity that

. T . should be fostered in adult education, but
When there is an application for an evening under New South Wales's system there can be

college, applicants are asked to organise a no -egimentatjon of the community.
the H While a balanced curriculum whh a reason­

meeting, members of the public express their able am?uat of activity of a mentally stimulat- 
needs and interests. Then a sponsoring "|8 aad .thought-provoking nature is the
committee is usually formed to follow through ultimate aim of thef evening colleges it is first
with publicity and the enrolling of students. necessary to attract the students on the basis of 

7  „ . . . their interests. Once an interested and active
A College is established when theie are student body has been gathered together it has 

sufficient students, i.e., usually pO persons in hten found that a'healthy social atmosphere
three classes on each of three nights each week develops and provides opportunity for an
for 2-J- hours each night. expanded curriculum.

Until 1956 all courses were free. Since then „ . ,, . . . . . .  . . .
students have paid the nominal sum of £ 1 per Evening college activities in lu
term membership fee which entitles them to General Education : Classes in Intermediate
enrol for as many groups of activities as they and Leaving certificate subjects, preparation 
wish. for Public Service grade examinations, entrance

With a background of literacy resulting examinations, etc.
from compulsory education up to the age of Cultural, self-expressive and leisure aeti- 
15 years, the present demand is more often for Courses in public speaking drama,
subjects which develop cultural or self-expres- sculpture, art, choral work, music
s.ve activities than for basic education. appreciation, foreign languages, etc.
History of Movement Home-making arts and crafts : Courses in

As early as 1880 evening public or conti- lampshade making, soft furnishings, uphols- 
nuation schools were established in New South tery) cookery, cake decoration, woodwork, 
Wales. interior decorating, millinery, dressmaking,

The great variety and scope of adult educa- etc. 
tional services developed by the Armed Forces Special Courses : Courses in lip-reading
during World War II led to a reassessment ol for t]ie deaf, cookery for blind women, motor- 
the aims of adult education throughout jn„ first a jd) fencing, judo, angling, dancing, 
Australia. In New South YVales educational radi0 hobbies and electronics, etc. 
authorities realised that evening schools could , ,, -l(, .„ oh similar to others
do much more than make up deficiencies in J Each college, although similar to others,
education at the primary or secondary level. develoPs l ts ° wn personality and d.sunctive- 
They decided to adopt the additional aim of *ess through its activities and social tone, 
providing for cultural and leisure activities {Continued on page 4)
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TWELFTH NATIONAL SEMINAR neighbourhoods. Her department sponsors 

The Indian Adult Education Association is S um eS ™ adm h°,f  ̂ oath llSmnc " u S '  has

££s& sTJrtJri ■*-« ■«
30th September, 1961. The subject of the Her interest in the Mexican people led her 
Seminar is “Social Education and Democratic to do volunteer work in Mexico itself. She 
Decentmlteation . The Governor of Madras, has spent parts of eight summer vacations in a 
Shn Bishnu Ram Medhi, is expected to Mexican village. The story of her work there 
inaugurate the Seminar. Shri B.S. Mehta, with adult literacy and the primary school was 
Chief Secretary, Rajasthan, has agreed to be published in 1958 under the title Santa Cruz of 
Seminar Director. tjle Etla Hills.

All delegates will be provided free lodging. _____
Shri B. Krishnamoorthi, Principal, P.S.G.
School of Social Work, P.O. Peelamedu, has Mr. Nehru said in Calcutta on the 11th of 
agreed to make arrangements for the boarding April that on studying the Five-Year Plans he 
and lodging of the delegates. It is expected bad come to the conclusion that the basis of 
that the boarding charges to be borne by the progress was Education. If Education was 
delegates will not be more than Rs. 5/ per day widespread and was properly imparted, every- 
per delegate. thing else visualised in the Plan, would follow.

n _ , . . . , The Prime Minister added that financial
Tne Railway Board has isindly given the resources were important, but human resources 

non-omcial delegates the railway concession came first, 
of single fare for double journey.

All educational workers connected with * m iiT  « r m n ? r r e ’! rw n i e T D u u
Social Education are entitled to attend the ADULr COLLEGES IN AUSTRALIA
Seminar. To secure accommodation and to {.Continuedfrom page 3)
receive reading material each delegate may
kindly send the prescribed delegation fee of Increased Interest in Community Affairs and 
Rs. 5/- by the 25th August, 1961 to : S.C. Schools 
Dutta, Honorary General Secretary, Indian
Adult Education Association, 17-B Indra- Experience has shown that once an evening 
prastha Marg, New Delhi. college is established, interest in community

_____  affairs is quickened. It is not unusual to find
Overseas Ones* evening colleges supporting local charities, e.g.,

endowment of a hospital bed, or annual 
Dr. Helen Miller Bailey spent June 28 with support for one or another approved charitable 

the Journal Editor studying adult education societies, 
activities in and around Delhi.

. Since established policy requires that any
Dr. Bailey has been chairman of Social equipment used in the day school should be 

Sciences at East Los Angeles Junior College, placed at the disposal of evening college 
U S.A., since its founding in 1946. People of students, if appropriate to their needs, and 
Mexican descent form a large minority in the vice versa, evening colleges have contributed 
area surrounding the college. Before World in the vicinity of £40,000 worth of equipment 
War II these Mexican-Americans had little to schools, 
opportunity for education, and were discrimi­
nated against in getting jobs and housing. Now It has been found also that where an evening 
they can finish high school (matriculation) and college exists, public interest in the day school 
junior college (intermediate) at no cost except has been stimulated 
for books.

„  .. , Schools in use by night as well as by day
Dr. Bailey encourages these young people have become functioning social organisms with- 

i<> do volunteer social work in their own in the community they serve.
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The Integrated Mole of the 
SEO—An Appraisal

H. p. Saksena

I f  specific activities aie based on community problems, the approach can hardly 
be differentiated from the integrated approach. 1 he greater the integration of the
activities with the problems of the community, the more useful they are for community 
development. The distinction between specific activity approach and integrated approach 
cannot be pressed too far....

The Need to Clarify Thinking departments regarding Social Education, Shri
rpH E R E  has been a considerable difference MukerJ'i has sa'b = “ - th e  Education Depart- 
-fi- of opinion on the subject of the role of m,e?1 ,S c aim that Social Education,

Social Education in Community Develop, which was allied to education, was the mtegrat- 
ment. Occasionally it is opined that SEOs In^ discipline concerned with the total im­
posts are superfluous and need to be abolished. Provement ot rural life, a claim which, we 
Often drastic changes are proposed which in lave.seen hampers coordination. Apart from 
effect nullify the concept of Social Education '? c9rre^ “es* ° f the v‘ew ‘l IS t0‘i?11y
as it has grown so far. The frequency and the ^ j ca ‘ . e cannot perform this role, 
intensity of the differences brought out in the an- ..w. If. worse it undermines the team 
debates on the subject generate frustration, t? 1" 1 in whlch. ]l^s, the main strength of the 
fears, suspicions and tensions. In such a situa- ock or8an,zation .
tion Social Education often fails to make as remarks of Shri Mukerji pose a chal-
great an impact as it should. It is very neces- ^nge to the concept and role of Social Educa- 
sary that before it is too late, we clarify our f‘on- ^  critical review and appraisal of the 
ideas in this area of community development. integrated role of the SEO is very neces-

In his recent publication ‘Community Sa'^ - 
Development in India’ Shri B. Mukerji, has What Is the Integrated Role 
forcefully voiced his criticism of the role of the To ‘integrate’ means to form into one 
role ot the SEO. In his own words, “ There can whole or to unite with something more inclu- 
be P ace ,tor a seParate programme of sive. The SEO performs an integrated role 
Social Education to provide the integration or when he u,ses his special skills and educational 
designed to introduce the overall programme tools for a wider and more comprehensive 
ot community development or the concept of purpose namely creating a pro°ressive outlook 
community development to the village peo- The Manual on Social Education detailed two 
P e ‘ distinct approaches to the development of

Commenting on the integrated role of the Social Education programme : the separatist 
SEO, Shri Mukerji has further stated: “In approach where the SEO does not relate his 
this way of thinking there seemed to be no work to that of the other block l.vel officers 
distinction between Extension education as ar,d the integrated approach, which has been 
a technique and Social Education or between defined in the Manual as that of “ helping the 
the aims and objectives of Social Education other members of the staff (officers and Gram 
and those of community development. It seivaks) in the development of an integrated 
ignored that a basic feature of the block b!ock or area programme on the basis of 
organization was that it was to function as a village problems and needs and then assisting 
team in which each specialist was not only a tbem in carrying it out”4, 
specialist but also an Extension Worker in his From Adult to Social Education
own field, an educator in his own right...”2. , , . . . , .Belore we start to analyse the integrated

Referring to the views of the Education role, it will be useful to have a birds-eye-view
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of the emergence of the concept of Social alised activities e.g., literacy, libraries, recrea* 
Education. I t  may be noted that India deve- tion and culture, audio-visual aids, community 
loped the programme of Social Education be- organization, etc. 
fore community development was conceived. Th p  F n  R t fnr iocs 
The years 1947 to 1952 may well be called the T heT .hO . Report tor 1*55
formative period of Social Education. In fact It IS noteworthy that in the early evaluation 
Social Education was fashioned out of experi- reports, the Programme Evaluation organiza- 
ences in literacy drives and adult education f*on recommended the integrated approach,
campaigns, which have a fairly long history in >-e-> the general educational approach tor
India and abroad. changing the outlook of the people and mak-

„„„„ , _ , . ing them progressive minded. The Report tor
In 1937 when Congress assumed power in a 19e55 com^ ended in c]ear terms the attempts

majority of our provinces, considerable popular jn y  p and Bihar t0 get the SE0 closely allied 
enthusiasm was generated for adult education, to the rest of the extension staff. The Report 
Thought was also given to evolve a new philo- p0jnted out “ Preparing the ground for the 
sophy, new purposes, new methods and techm- majn extension programme and utilising their 
ques, and new contents of the programme. It specja| s|<j]is to educate the public in the 
was essential that the programme should re- merits of new reforms were a service which the 
fleet the cherished aspirations of the people. It - staff and {h ]e very easily apprc.
had to be linked to the life of the nation. dated”5

As early as January 1938 the Manshardt The Report warned that if the SEO would 
Committee, set up by the Government of concentrate on the routine jobs like adult 
Bombay, recommended that the adult educa- literacy and recreation alone, Social Education 
tion movement should be linked up with a may exhaust its appeal much sooner than its 
general programme of rural reconstruction, protagonists think. In the words of the 
The committee also pointed out the intimate Report, “ anything standing in the way of a 
relationship between adult education and greater integration of purpose and usefulness 
building up a strong and efficient democracy, between the social educational officers and the 
The programme of adult education became rest of the project staff must be scrupulously 
wider in scope and richer in content. avoided”0.

With the advent of freedom in 1947, the The Change in Trend 
programme underwent a distinct change It B 1956 the propriety of the integrated role
came to be viewed as the spearhead of a sil nt came to be questioned. Evaluation Report
social revolution. It was linked to the big /pj<5 doubted whether the SEO could fulfil his 
task of building up democracy and a new educatjonai roiew jthoutbeingabletodemons- 
soc.o-economic order It became a programme tr?te the proposed change. The Report did 
of social change through education The not recom£ enS the giving up of the integrated 
departure from the old concept was deem d s approach, but suggested that a clearer enuncia-
s.gn/hcant that the programme was rechristen- tjon shou]d be ^ ade of the specific ways by
ed ‘Social Education . which the SEO could carry the message of the
The Earlier Years of Community Development entire programme to the people. Since 1957

the integrated role of Social Education has 
With the inception of the community deve- corae in for heavy criticism from some quar- 

Iopment programme, Social Education was fers>
given an appropriate role, in keeping with the ' , T , „ . . „  ,
evolution of the new concept. The very first The Scope of the Integrated Role 
job of the SEO was to arrange programmes Under the integrated role, the SEO relates 
of participation by the rural population in the his special skills and tools to the overall village 
development programmes under community development plans with a view to progressive 
projects and under the Five Year Plan, such as outlook. Shri Mukerji’s criticism of the role 
agriculture, village industries, sanitation, health would be perfectly justified if it was stretched, 
and general village improvement. The SEO by its protagonists, to claim for the SEO the 
was to arrange programmes of education for monopoly of educational effort and if other ex- 
development and change. The SEO was also tension officers were asked to restrict their acti­
n'Hired to be in charge of a number of speci- vities to technical guidance only. Village deve-

m



lopraent p]ans and dctarted schemes of work SEOs receive specialised training’in rural 
aie the result of cooperative thinking. No single social structure, culture, adult and social 
o icer can assume a position of authority. It psychology, social change and methods of 
would indeed be absurd for the SEO to claim education" Their syllabus is clear™ oriented 

lat he alone will prepare the ground for the to help them develop educational skills. Can 
mmunity development programme. we not reasonably expect them to contribute

Team work, by which we mean active to the building up of an educational pro­
mutual help and willing cooperation, is the gramme to create an understanding of commu- 
essence of community development. None nity development ?
would dispute the right of an extension worker In the training of the extension officers the 

to organise education for creating an under- emphasis is upon technical subject matter 
standing of his programme, but he should not although they do get some training in edu- 
hesitate to draw upon the help o f . a colleague cational methods. SEOs receive special train-
who has at lus command some specialised ing in educational methods, though they get
skihs and tools. If an offer of help is spurned, some training in the problems in the different
it is the negation of team spirit. technical fields. Does not the situation
Pan fi,„ c u n  «  1 9 demand that the extension officers and SEOsCan the SEO Help ? shall C00perate ?

Perhaps it may be argued that the SEO is This does not mean that SEOs get the best
not capable of giving any help in the organi- training possible. In fact there is considerable
zation of educational effort to create an scope for improving the training programme,
understanding of the programme. Many people have felt that training for a

Technical know-how and teaching skills Per’°d of 5 months is far too short, particular- 
are two different things. Occasionally a ly. for those who have had no acquaintance 
person may possess both but often it is not so. tbe social sciences- With longer and
A good teacher may be a poor technician and , l!er training, SEOs will certainly improve 
a good technician, a poor teacher. tbeir s^ '^ s ’n us'n8 educational methods for

Commenting on the proposal that there social cbaD8e- 
should be a periodic interchange of staff bet- The Mass Media of Communication 
ween the training centres and the field, Shri
Mukerji has said : “ Good instructors are . e b . has access to certain educational 
much more difficult to find than eood field media. which may only rarely be equally 
Workers and the latter do not always make accessible to the other extension workers,
good instructors. Also in the work we are He gets training in making educational
now doing in the field of training there is scope use of the mechanical audio-visual aids. As 
and need for some specialisation and we such he holds charge of the equipment, 
should aim at creating in a few years such a Administratively also it is necessary to entrust 
body of specialists by keeping the best we have such costly and delicate equipment to the care 
in our training centres long enough in this of one person who has received some training 
field ’. Perhaps the same analysis holds good in their maintenance and use.
theSEOaliSati° n in educational methods by The SEO organises bhajan mandalis, natak

mandalis, cultural squads, etc. He can there- 
Temperament and Training f°re use folk dances, music and dramatics for

The background of a large number of S cusing ?ublic attention on community pro- 
SEOs is educational. With their integration b̂ enls and generating enthusiasm for solving 
in the Education Department, this will be tnem-
more so. Assuming that our recruitment The SEO gets training in writing literature
procedures are satisfactory, SEOs should f°r tbe neo-literate and semi-literate rural 
have an aptitude for educational work. By folks. He may therefore be helpful in pre­
adopting aptitude tests and scientific screening Paring readable bulletins, handouts, etc. 
methods we might further ensure selection Can we hope for every extension officer to
of S.E.Os who have real interest in Social handle the mass media effectively ? Will he 
Education. have time to do this work ? Should not one
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person specialise in the field and then offer his Team Spirit
help to the block team ? js difficult to understand how the role of
The Specific Activity Approach the SEO undermines the team spirit. On the

It has sometimes been suggested that contrary the successful functioning of the
instead of attempting to create an understand- integrated role may be regarded as a test
ing of the different schemes under community ^le presence of team spirit in the block
development the SEO should take up a few teaiR- . . .
specific activities like literacy, audio-visual If the SEO and other community develop- 
aids, voluntary organization etc. ment workers frame area level schemes in

mutual consultation, spell out the stages of 
Specific activities are not ends in themselves, execution, discuss problems of communication,

They are only means for educating the people, prepare plans of work taking into account the
The usefulness of the activities will be seriously resources and capacities of the whole team,
limited if they are regarded as ends in them- the SEO will have the best chances of using 
selves- , his special talents and training for the success

The teacher of the literacy class may use 0f the programme. By assisting in the
his group as a forum for discussion of village execution of the programme framed by the
problems and development plans. Other com- wh0)e team of workers, the SEO will 
munity development workers may visit the strengthen team spirit, rather than weaken it. 
class and initiate discussions on problems T, • . . , , f .
related to their subjects. The lessons in the ° / /  V d T '
primers and supplementary readers may them- "de to d be‘ause °,f the lwist in thf. debm; 
selves bear on live social problems, as far as ^  S° m ^  T  that
possible. Every effort should be made to i°Ugm °P ! t

* *  8roup,for " i *  - * « •
The rural librarian has not merely to keep claiming exclusive credit for the cooperative 

a stock ot books but has also to strive to efforts, integrated approach would justify itself
ensure that people know about the books and as the one logically following from the philo-
use them. He has to make special efforts to sophy of community development,
bring to their notice books and pamphlets on If any difficulties are experienced in adopt- 
top.cs appropriateto the development plans in ing the integrated role it would be best to 
operation at a certain time. He has to organ.se analyse the°causes. If SEOs are found deficient 
discussions, debates and sympos.a. in educational skills, their training should be

The recreation or culture squad has not improved. If other members of the block
merely to arrange programmes of simple team are found unaccommodative they should 
recreation but endeavour to find local com- be properly oriented to work as a team. The 
munity problems; discover local talents in BDO may create conditions under which difife- 
music and dramatics ; prepare or assist local rent members of the team have more oppor- 
artists in writing educational and cultural tunities to work with each other and render 
scripts ; organise people for stage perform- mutual assistance. No purpose is served by 
ances ; encourage discussions alter presenta- condemning the integrated role as impractical.
t ion  w ith  a v iew  to  p r o m o te  a l iv e  interest i n ---------  ------------ --- ---------------
the problems and thinking of solutions thereof REFERENCES :
an d  e n c o u r a g e  p eo p le  to  take up  the a ctiv ity  1. B. Mukerji, I .C S ,  Community Development in 
o n  a co n t in u in g  basis. India. Orient Longmans, 1961. Page 95.

I f  the specific  activ it ies  are undertaken in 2- Jbid’ Pas e 154. 
th e  a b o v e  m a n n er ,  the a p p ro a ch  can hardly 3' lb id -> Page 154.
be differentiated fro m  the integrated approach . 4- Manual on Social Education, Community Projects 
T h e greater the integration  o f  the activities p.,g”lif2Stration’ Government of India, 1955. 
With the  problem s o f  the c o m m u n ity ,  the m ore  5. Evaluation Report on Second Years Working o f  
u sefu l  they are for  c o m m u n ity  d ev e lo p m en t .  Community Projects. Volume I. Planning Com- 
T h e d is t in c t io n  betw een sp: cific a c t iv i ty  ap- mission, Programme Evaluation Organisation, 
proach and in tegrated  a p p ro a ch  ca n n o t  be 6 /fow' paue 53 ^ 52 
p ie s sed  to o  tar. 7, b . Mukerji op. c it. page 267-8.
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The Structure of Adult Education
A brief report o f this Seminar was published in the May issue of this Journal. This

is a fuller report which also includes the main findings.—Editor

rjpH E Seminar organised by the German At the final session at Bergneustadt, the 
Institute for Developing Countries in Seminar divided into two groups, one on 
collaboration with the German UNESCO Urban and one on Rural Adult Education in 

National Commission, the Adult Education the developing countries. Both groups consi- 
Association of West Germany, and the dered the same ten aspects of adult education. 
Fned/ich-Ebert Foundation met April 16, to After discussion in plenary session, a consoli- 
May 9. It had the following objectives: dated report of the Seminar w'as prepared. A

summary of this report follows.
F To enable participants better to under­

stand the problems of adult education in each 1. Adult Education—Philosophy and 
other s countries, and the scope and content Significance
of adult education programmes to meet the
needs of each country. The philosophy of adult education can be

considered as the philosophy of the whole
2. To let West German leaders in Adult field of education. It is difficult to agree upon

Education meet their counterparts in parti- a concise definition which would apply in all 
cipating countries and share experience. situations but the basic aim of adult education

is to enable the individual to
3. To see how the vari- enjoy a fuller and better life

ous organizations in West . T |A [ , ,  A , and to promote a healthy
Germany could assist Adult IIM Ie K N A I I U N A L  society. Further reasons to
Education in the developing f* n= «y a n ■ * rp» support this basic concept are
countries. S c l '- l i iN A K  the following :

4. To give the participants REPORT (a) It is a fundamental
Irom developing countries the right of an individual
opportunity to observe and - —-— .— to have the opportu-
study Adult Education Pro- nity to get knowledge
grammes and Institutions in West Germany and information which would enable
in order to see what programmes, if any, could him to develop his capacities to the
be adapted for use in their owm countries. fullest.

The Seminar was very successful from the (b) In a democratic society it is essential 
point of view of the above objectives. I would that the citizen is enlightened and able
particularly like to mention the valuable talks to make his own decisions in all walks
by Dr. Sarow on “A Survey of Post-War of life. Consequently, the citizen has
Development in Germany” ; “ The Develop- a right to demand the necessary means
ment of Adult Education in Germany and the i.e., education in all matters concern-
Various Aspects of Contemporary Adult ing his life and welfare.
Education” by Mr. H. Dolff; “ Adult Educa­
tion in Cities and Problems of Vocational (c) Man has an urge to express himself 
Continuation Training” , a report by Dr. through art, music and literature to
Senzky ; and lastly, “Adult Education and Its satisfy his creative spirit. The creation
Administration” by Dr. Gruner of Berlin. of the proper atmosphere for the
The educational tour airanged by organizers cultivation of these talents is the res-
of the Seminar was also extremely valuable. ponsibility of adult education.

V
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s'
(d) As far as we know, it is only man who 3. The new leadership necessary for

leaves the lesson of his experience for development should emerge out of
posterity. It is education, particularly adult education,
adult education, which helps him in . _  ' , , _ .
this process. 4. For development to be effective and

permanent, it is necessary for the 
As further objectives of adult education, whole family to be educated. Thus the

the Seminar put forward the following : education of women assumes greater
, , . „  , importance in the context of adult
(a) to remove ignorance and superstition education. This is especially true in

by giving knowledge and information, Asia and Africa where family systems
(b) to enable a man to express himself are joint or extended.

clearly and to communicate with others 5 Along with development, new values
intelligently, tend t0 repjace oj^ ones. Xo help

(c) to change the attitudes of people for a establish new values based on sound
better way of living, and to create a moral and spiritual principles, adult
better sense of values, education must come to its aid.

(d) to inculcate the spirit of self-help in 6. Adult education also aids in the acquir-
the minds of people, „ ing of new and better skills which

enable a worker to be more produc-
(e) to enable the individual to know his tjve>

rights and duties as a member of society
and as a citizen, 7. Adult education helps the adult citizen

, to understand his rights and duties in
(0 to help an individual to learn new the c]iangjng political structure and

skills and use of tools so that he could gives him a better understanding of the
achieve more by his labour, and government’s programme, for which

(g) to prepare the people for community the cooperation of the citizen is sought.
development through community , . , , .
actjon It must be appreciated that owing to differ­

ences in religious beliefs, social systems and 
The seminar emphasised the necessity for wealth there will always be differences in

adult education in its widest sense for the approach and emphasis in the various coun­
countries of Asia and Africa. In view of the tries kut it ;s the hope that constantly in
rapid technological and cultural change taking mjnd wj]i he the main goal of adult education:
place in these countries, there is the urgent to bring a fuller and better life to the commu-
need for their peoples to adjust to the chang- njty_
ing situations that constantly face them.

2. Health Education
In the Asian and African countries repre- .

sented, both governments and people fully The seminar appreciated the differences in 
recognise the importance of adult education, health education needs of rural communities 
However, adult education has not always been and urban areas.
given a higher priority due to various reasons. In many of the developing countries, rural

r ,, .__ _ • r rfL„, ___ , ■ communities generally lack such things as
rhe following points further emphasise the c]ean water supplies, sanitary services, clinics 

need for adult education in the developing and acjequate sewage systems. Above all, 
countries . rural communities tend to have a lower

1. Adult education has a special role to standard of literacy and are more superstitious 
play in the process of development. and conservative in their attitudes. Some

suggested lines along which rural adult educa-
2. As development proceeds, new pro- tion jiea]ti, programmes can be conducted are: 

blems are bound to arise, to solve
which, adult education has to play an (a) To prepare the minds ot the people 
active part. for a constant discussion among them-
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selves as to the effects of uncleanliness (b) In rural communities in particular, 
with special reference to unclean household duties leave women little
habits prevailing in the locality. time for adult education programmes.

(b) Elementary hints on the importance . To this end it was suggested that everything
of a balanced diet, with reference to should by done to simplify household opera-
foods of the locality, and special tlons\  Some countries have introduced family
attention to children’s nutritional planning to safeguard the health of mothers,
needs. Interest of rural women can be sustained if,

in addition to reading, they are taught such
(c) To impress upon the minds of the things as child care, cookery (with emphasis 

people the importance of pure water on balanced meals), sewing, and house 
and the teaching of some simple budgeting,
methods of purifying water. Urban women may have more education,

i a \ a . ,  o . i  i . . .  but may need to learn more about the above
p„o aC on superstitious ideas which subjects. Problems of urban areas such as

° ra8e unclean habits and the juvenile delinquency and overcrowding might 
spread of diseases. be topics ofH dis/ ussion. Women £  urb5an

Many urban communities have clean water u ^ - COuld f °  fae encouraged to pursue useful
and other sanitary services, e.g., sewage and b° bbl£S SUCh aS S0Cial S£rV1Ce’ readinS and
sanitary officers provided by urban authorities. 8 meS‘
But problems of overcrowding, dietetics The seminar emphasised the need to train 
maternity and child health among working women workers for women’s adult education, 
classes are more acute in urban areas than in Even these workers marry soon after they 
rural communities. Health education in urban have been trained, it is hoped that the young 
areas should therefore be approached alon" wives would put into practice what they had 
these lines : ° learned.

(i) Municipal authorities should be en- 4. Youth Education
couraged to provide sufficient open Many participants had found rural youth of 
spaces and play grounds in overcrowd- great help in adult education programmes. For 
ed areas of the towns. Parents should this reason and also because the youth are the 
be encouraged to take their children leaders of the future, great attention should be 
in.o the open spaces for fresh air. paid to their education. Some countries have

(ii) People should be taught to take g°venimental machinery to tap the energy of
seriously the advice of health visitors 'be youth for national service in the form of 
and to use the maternity homes and road build,n2 and community development
clinics which generally exist in urban P.roJec,s°. Encouraging educated youth, espe-
areas cially university and high school students, to

help with literacy campaigns and community
(iii) Creches and day nurseries for infants development was considered to be of great

and young children of working educational value both to the youth and to 
mothers should be encouraged. Arran- adults in rural areas. To check the drift of the 
gements should be made in these rura* y°utb to urban areas every effort should 
centres for supplementary food for the be made t0 provide residential training facili- 
children. ties for new trades and improved methods of

agriculture as well as a liberal education.
3. Women’s Education Youth associations, such as young farmers

clubs, scouting and recreational centres, would
In many countries repiesented education of help the youth develop leadership ability.

women is lagging behind that of men Reasons tt . , ,, , ,include . b reasons Urban youth, who are generally educated,
have special problems :

(a) In some communities women have not 1. With the growth of industries and cums 
been accepted as equals of men. new problems of youth arise. To hdn

C 11 ]



youth solve these problems and channel person takes greater interest in sending
"their enthusiasm in the right direction, his children to school,
adult education has an important role
to play, especially in preventing juvenile 6. It was noted that in evaluating the 
delinquency. progress of a nation the percentage of

literacy is taken as one criterion ; even
2. In planning and organizing adult educa- though this is not really a reliable

tion programmes, special attention criterion in view of the various defini-
should be given to extension education tions of literacv in different countries,
for youth who have left school, but
wish to continue their education. 6 TechnicaI Education and Vocational

3. Recreational programmes for urban Training
youth seem fairly well provided for in &
most of the countries represented. Technical education and vocational train- 
Every effort should be made to extend ing should be realistic and adaptable to 
and intensify such programmes when- the special requirements of particular com- 
ever possible. munities.

5. Eradication of Illiteracy In rural communities, it is possible
to give full time training to adolescents

Is it worthwhile to spend time, .effort and and youtn in (a) the new techniques that 
money on fighting illiteracy when ether forms improvement in agriculture requires and 
of mass communication, such as films, posters, (b) vocations such as carpentry or masonry, 
exhibitions, etc., can convey useful informa- Adults who cannot change their occupations 
tion to illiterate adults? The seminar con- nor have the time to enter fulltime vocational 
eluded that fighting illiteracy should continue and technical establishments, nevertheless
to occupy a high place in a programme of require new technical skills to increase pro-
adult education for the following reasons : ductivity. Every effort should be made to

. . bring to the farmer on his farm or as near as
1. Even mere functional literacy gives possible new technical skills for the use of

many advantages. For instance, it has new agricultural machinery and better methods 
been observed that a literate person can ofcrop cultivation. If the farmer needs to
earn more than illiterate people w'orking attend a demonstration at a centre, then the
with him. centre must be near enough and the course as

2. In countries where literacy is high there short as possible.
are higher standards of cleanliness and , .. , . .
faster acceptance of improvement. Technical education and vocational train­

ing facilities in urban areas exist in all the
3. In the long run, other forms of mass countries and the programmes available for 

communication are more expensive, as adult education classes cover a wide range 
the illiterate person will be permanently of subjects. In some countries, various depart- 
dependent on the help of others to ments run in-service vocational training for 
explain such media rather than his own their employees. Industrial concerns should 
ability to acquire knowledge through be encouraged to organize vocational training 
printed matter Thus literacy becomes in the different jobs concerned for their 
an important tool for progress through employees in conjunction with adult education 
self study, provided sufficient follow-up department.
material is made available.

„ . , w , , „ . . . The developing countries of Asia and
4' A,0U L eC UCaV°n wor^ers anc* teachers Africa stand in great need of technical know- 

should not be content, however with hQW t0 raise productivity, and it is the task 
literacy, but should airn beyond the oj- adu|t eduCation to mobilise public opinion 
stage of mere literacy. jn suppoit of this view, and to channel as

5. In general, literacy carries a prestige much of the unskilled manpower as possible 
value in most societies, and the literate into technical and vocational training centres.

[ 1 2 ]



7. Organization and Administration of Adult 8. Methods
Education , . .The seminar noted that in the various

In the majority of countries represented, countries represented, all available media 
adult education is the responsibility of govern- (traditional and modern) are being employed 
ment. Usually several ministries, such as in adult education.
Education, Cultural Affairs, Agriculture, ^  f
Community Development and Health, plan and f  mina[ recommended greater use of
implement programmes in adult education. In a,ud'° aad visaa' med*a ,n adult educat.on It 
addition, in most countries various voluntary also suggested that indigenous methods, such as 
organizations participate in adult education story telling and puppet play should be revived 
with or without government support. However, and mod,fied t0 “ ee‘ “ ode[n educatiQnal 
the seminar felt that more coordination is needs- Some countries take advantage of reli- 
necessary if duplication and overlapping in S10US occasions such as Friday prayers at mos- 
moneyand effort is to be avoided It was ? aes by the Moslems, for adult education, 
therefore recommended that a central agency Wbere Posslble thls PractIce may be adaPted- 
be set up to frame the policies and coordinate The seminar noted that in West Germany 
the work done by different ministries and guided discussions have been found to be an 
voluntary organizations, particularly in the effective method of adult education in the 
production of materials and training. Volkshochschule. It commends the bringing

Since most of the work is of an educational of PeoPle from various v' alkfs of. life to Ae 
nature, many countries had found that the community recreation centre for leisure time
Ministry of Education is in a better position (a^ !vit'e®- 11 was als° me»tloncd that the
to to effect the coordination. ‘'Workshop method has been found to be

fruitful, especially m the preparation of
In those countries where there is little or materials and training of supervisory staff, 

no voluntary effort in adult education, the . . .
seminar felt that voluntary organizations „  The J e s s e d  the organization of
should be encouraged for the following Heimvolkshochschulen in West Germany and 
reasons ■ noted its important contribution to adult edu­

cation. Where funds can be made available
1. The task of adult education is so im- such or similar institutions should serve a

mense that government action alone very good purpose in the developing coun-
cannot meet the need. tries.

2. It is important to associate as large a Research and Evaluation
number of people as possible-with adult
education programmes and to make It was found that most of the countries 
them take pride in their achievement, represented have no institutions for research
Voluntary organizations afford such and evaluation of adult education. Those
opportunities countries which have such institutions have

3. Programmes conducted by voluntary found them indispensable in order for adult
organizations can have greater fiexibi- education to be built on sound and scientific
lity, which is necessary in adult educa- bnes- S'nce. adult education invCMes a num-
t j0Jn : ber of disciplines, such as socolrgv, psycho­

logy and economics, these should be represent'
4. In some countries voluntary organiza- ed on the stafj- cf research and evalution

tions are able to raise funds toi adult institution. In this context the seminar felt
education because of the personal the need for a clearing house for adult educa-
aPPeab tion literature in Asia and Africa.

It was agreed by the seminar that adult
education should remain primarily the respon- 9_ Training of Teachers and Field Worker* 
sibility of government; but government should
take initiative in sponsoring voluntary organi- Training of teachers for literacy, village 
tions, their programmes being supplementary work and supervision of adult education is 
and complimentary to government effort. undertaken by the Ministries of Education in
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most ot the countries represented. Technical these technical aids in your own couu-
personnel are trained by their respective minis- try, but on the other hand - since we
tries, such as Health and Agriculture. The have spoken of illiteracy let me empha-
duration of training depends on the type of size the fact that a literate man is not
personnel and the object of the training. It by all means a wise man, literacy as
vanes from two weeks in the case of voluntary such being no remedy aeainst being
literacy teachers to 9 months for village wor- • stuoid or selfish ”
kers. Certain advanced training takes three P .
years in some countries. 4. So far as international cooperation is

concerned, we all agreed that our 
10. Recreation and Cultural Programmes sharing of experiences and our discus-

, , , , sions have helped everyone of us
Since adult euucation is a comprehensive considerably and will serve to an

term, the seminar recommended that recrea- improvement in our own work. On the
tional and cultural programmes should be other hand we felt that this encounter
a part of adult education. Some countries is on;y a beginning. How can we
already provide for such activities. It is re- achieve on-going international coopera-
commended, however, that countries with- tion, reaj partnership between our
out such programmes should make an effort to countries in this important field of
establish centres where adults may use their Adult Education ? Many good sug-
leisuie time for recreation and for learning gestions have been put on record in
semi-vocational activities. In this connection the report of the seminar which is in
clubs (dramatic, sport and other recreation) your hands. Let me stress some points
should be encouraged by the government as which j think indica[e how to ensure
far as possible. These clubs may be permitted aood cooperation •
to use public school facilities.

T . , ,  t-n tt t,, (a) We should make the responsible peo-
. h ,m closing address, Dr. H. Kloppen- pje and tjie experts meet at regular

burg. Director of the Seminar, emphasised the intervals. We must know more about
following . each ^her and learn more from each

1. The Seminar has strongly indicated the other. Knowledge, experience and
desirability, if not necessity, of inter- exchange are the basis of progress,
national and intercontinental coopera- (b) We shouId exchange our literature and
t.on and partnership in adult educa- from the German end we should pay

due attention to having good and com-
2. The main concern and challenge is to prehensive translations into English.

careform an In the seminar it was (c) We should increase our efforts to
felt that dil erences o„ nationality, inform you about opportunities to buy
cieec and philosophy proved a positive adequate equipment for the establish-
and constructive element. The partici- ment of smaller industries, such as
punts felt enriched and encouraged by carpentry, textile-productions etc., as
the unity in diversity. part of adult education operations in

3. The German nationals who participat- . given areas.
ed have in many regards been recipi- (d) We should try t0 provide aU the insti.
ents in the fellowship : 6No doubt tutes with adequate audio-visual aids
u'e have more centres and may be and arrar)ge for correspondence bet-
belter equipped ones. We have numer- ween interested groups and associa-
ous technical aids available, all kinds tions in our country with your Adult
of means of mass communication are Education workers,
at our disposal and we have not to
fight against illiteracy. Technical (e) We should try to sponsor further
machinery is an indispensable aid for exchange of personnel, e.g. to send
Adult Education and w>e wish to do
our utmost to help you to improve (Continued on page 16)
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Case Study

One Village Leader’s Approach
Miss Susliila Mehta

T , n r ,  Singh? Why, little children in this village
Last months Journal carried a “To know him !

I iS m Z Z liz s  fspS7n z t f v laboi , r ' r s ’ 1 o “ . * • >  « * £
one ullage. In this case study the village ; g la^o V ra^?” ° Ur h° Spitahty’ a llttle
leader attributes his influence to a com- .
bination of two factors : his willingness to Alter a glass of fresh milk, we w'ent down
listen and give people a chance to say all 1° • scbocd an^ there we found Bhairav Singh
they want to say : and his own ability to , n° 3 1 SOrtS 08 odd Jobs* He was so
put other people’s ideas together into one humble and unassuming, it was heard to
practical, workable solution. believe he was the big brother of this village.

--------------r____________ ! . 0n seeing me, Bhairav Singh washed his
dirty hands and came forward to meet me. As 

T  TNDER the shadow of an ancient Sanchi soon as I asked him about the village activi- 
stupa, the village Modha has a new look. l’es> he took me to the newly built village well. 
One sees a mysterious influence iiall around. There I could see the flash in his eyes as he

The houses are well built and have white- pointed out the beautiful walls of the well and
washed walls. On the walls are written explained “Sir, this well we built with our own
beautiful verses in fine handwritings. On one hands. All men, women and even children
wall are written the statistics of the village : worked for this well. And, mind you, we

Village: Modha: Block: Sanchi. completed thl= well without a single pie from
Total number of men : 66 the Block funds.”
Total number of women : 57 “ And how could you persuade men, and
Total number of families: 17 even women to do such hard work ?”

You know that this is the community “ 1 ,te11 y°u> Sir> this is a tiny village. No 
centre. Nearby is another house. The walls one thinks much of it. Officials always used
are whitewashed. You read the name plate to v‘s’t tbe nearby village which is bigger,
of the owner of the house : “ Madho Singh”. ^hey W0ldd bypass our village. Once I called 

And there he is politely greeting^ you lh® v'lla8eK,together here under
Before you introduce yourself, he brings a hprVin .lf ̂  \v  N.ow,wliat sba]1 we do
charpai, spreads a clean sheet and requests drink in e w a t e r ^  ^  ‘ 6Ven ^  8° ° d 
you to take a seat. In astonishment you ask 8
him : “Why does this village look different “ Men §ot UP one after ike other and plead* 
from other viilages ?” ed urgently to do something to provide water.

“Yes, Sir,” he beams with pleasure “ this “ ‘But what should be done ?’ that was the 
village is different. It is a very progressive fiuesll0n repeatedly asked, 
village in this Block.” ' ° “ Finally one man said, ‘Why don’t we dig a

“ But, what is the reason behind it ?” vved'
“Oh ! You know our brother Bhairav Singh a " ? eS’ yeS‘ a wel1 is badly needed,' all 

has been doing so much for this village.” ‘ ® ’
“And what is he ?” • ‘But’ how about the funds ? We are a

' tiny village with few families,'some said.
* 0h ! You don>t know Brother Bhairav “ ‘W e l l ! Each family should c o n tr ib u te
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according to capacity,' others replied. “ But what is the magic you perform to or-
“ ‘All should work and work.’ ganise them so well?”
“ ‘Yes, yes, we are ready to work, they all  ̂ “ My on]y method is to listen to them 

aSreed- 'patiently, to discuss thoroughly, to persuade
“ Someone said : ‘Then w'hy wait for the and to explain. I don't mind if the whole 

Block people to come and help ? Perhaps, they night passes by. I like to listen to them. I
think this village is too small for their pro- like to understand how their minds are W'ork-
grammes.’ ing. I understand their aspirations and trans-

“ I said, -Why wait for anyone ? No. even o S  .'’n i S S l
for the Brahmin to look up an auspicious as clear as day light...I love my people. I like 
moment for the work to start. For good works . /  , s. . ,. * r' ,  f  . .,
all moments are auspicious. Tomorrow, early ?  asp!rat,onslI. Helping themrr, , , fulfill their aspirations is my biggest satisfac- m the morning, iet us start the work. Today, -• T , £ f »
we select the site. The site for the well should t,0D- 1 seek no rewards. 1 am no orator.
be outside the village so that dirty water of the ______________________________________ _
village may not pollute the well water.’ ”

Here he paused, a significant look on his THE STRUCTURE OF ADULT
face : “ Sir, \ou will not believe me. Not only rmirATrONT
men but even women and children came to Jsuucaaiuim
work. They worked hard under the hot sun.
For seven days, they kept on digging. When (Continuedfrom page 14)
water was struck at last, you cannot imagine
how happy they were. Theii joy knew no young skilled workers to cooperate
bounds. with your workers in urban and rural

“But, what is your secret that you can areas to help them to get the “know
mobilize their energies so well?” how” and we should try to have

, people from your country to stay with
“ Very simple, Sir. Every Tuesday, we meet rural adult education institutions in

here. We allow the young people to start our country.”
singing and dancing. They sing and dance to
their hearts’ content. When two or three In conclusion Dr. Kloppenburg said : “One 
hours go by like this, and when all are tired, 0f the by-products of our Seminar—or is it 
we sit down together. Often the yonng people more than just a by-product ?—is the establish-
have some proposals to put before the elders, ment of personal ties and personal friendships.
The elders listen carefully. They talk and I wish to say how happy I am about the spirit
discuss for hours together. I sit there quietly, of fellowship which was so dominant. Every
I listen patiently. Hours pass by, sometimes one of us has contributed to this ; everyone 
half the night. may know how much this is being appreciated.

“ When I sie that all have said everything Personal friendship and personal contacts are
they wanted to say and it is time for some not only helpful for our work; they are pro­
decision I get up and put forward my views, moting peace in our times, and this is not the
I take into consideration all that has been said least result of our encounter : that we are
and discussed. I try to make of it a svnthesis. deeply convinced that we can live together in
They all listen to me carefully• They all wait real peace and friendship, and that this should
for my word and what I tell them is a practical apply to all the nations in the world.”
translation of their aspirations.

“They have such confidence in me that to r -A” Koshy
m orrow  if BDO Saheb says that your village _ _
should contribute one thousand rupees for May 31, 1961 Executive Director
this or that development activity, and if I say Literacy House
>es the whole village will work like one man
to fulfill it.” Lucknow
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The Problem of Youth-Adult Relations—I
J. Joussellin, Director, Centre cle Recherches Civiques, Paris

EDUCATION has always been essentially a on. For the young person, the word 
problem of relationships between young “experience” means in the first place experi- 
people and adults. It may be added that mentation, that is to say, trial, endeavours, the 

every problem of civilization—including the quest for something new and hitherto 
more particular one of public order or unknown. This quest leads him to despise the 
politics—has always been an educational pro- past and his inheritance; it points him to the 
blem. Yet we may well ask ourselves whether, future.
today, in the second half ol the Twentieth No doubt it will be said that this tension 
century, the need for education presents itself between adults and ycung people, or between 
in t le same terms as formerly. the past ancj the future, has always existed,

In the past, the normal relationship bet- ar>d has left its mark on every generation. But
ween young people and adults and, hence, the should it not be admitted that it has never 
basis of education derived from the concept of been so acute and that it compels us to seek 
a heritage. The elders transmitted to their new forms for relationships between adults and 
juniors the sum total of knowledge, experience young people ?
and behavioural patterns they themselves had Young People and Adults in the Face of 
received from their forebears. Today this is Modern Civilization 
no longer generally possible or, at least, it is T,
much less efficacious. Take, for example, the  ̂ topicality of youth problems is, of
case of vocational training. In former times, n.ew_ £ormf assumed by
the apprentice had to respect, admire and u ~a, relationships, but these forms are 
imitate his workmate and his master. He emseives the product_ of a new civilization
repeated their gestures and learned from them r^ h®r> of a civ‘!izal.,0n whlch has, ceased t0 
the proper use of tools and raw materials. ben,staflbIe -which ^"seqiaently in cons-* * taut flux. It is in the light of these trans-

Nowadays, new materials are constantly formations that we have to view both young 
making their appearance, new products are people and adults : for both groups bear the 
being made and machines, often even before stigmata of current changes. No modern 
they are worn out, are replaced by others study of education can be other than the study 
better adapted to the materials used and to the —and often the trial—of our civilization, 
products manufactured. Respect for old forms
and, still more, the imitation that would follow , f . e e a.nd 10W has ie s,a*f our societ.v 
would bring the occupation to a standstill to " 1 s maik on young people .
the disadvantage of its followers. A country (a) Since the Nineteenth century, youth has 
which upheld such conservatism would be acquired a new dimension. 
rapidly outpaced with consequent loss of
security for its citizens. Formerly, most children—and, even more

so, adolescents—went to work at a very early 
It has to be recognized that today educa- age. At 10 or 12, and sometimes earlier, they 

tion is no longer bound up with the preserva- joined grown-ups in the workshop, in the shop 
tion and transmission of a heritage. It is an or on the land. They shared the latter's pre- 
ambiauous phenomenon as is also the occupations and intercourse, and to a certain 
present relationship between young people and extent participated in their experiences. Today 
adults—the ambiguity consisting in the use to it is not mere altruism or philanthropy which 
which both p arties put the same term is constantly extending the school age ; it is 
“experience” . For the adult, experience signi- not only respect for children which keeps them 
lies the past, the sum of the successes and -----------
failures 01 which he bases his behaviour. This We recognize the extent to which our analysis
experience is, in his eyes, the best part of his S R  t E e £ e t £ ‘X o S  
inheritance and he normally wishes to hand it of other societies. p 1
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awav from places of work, but also the age (in the sense of senility) is itself longer 
demands of a more complex society and eco- delayed. Adults and old people in increasing 
nomy, requiring a larger store of knowledge, numbers are growing obstacles to the self- 
nervous resistance, training and judgment. expression and self-assertion oi younger peo-

pie.
If we consider youth to be the period in

which the human being is formed and, in Tension between adults and young people
accordance with its own particular rhythm, is further aggravated by the acceleration of
prepares to enter adulthood, we may say that history.
it is only in the last few decades that the .
majority of young people (young in the biolo- By acceleration of history we mean the tact 
gical sense) hate known what it Is to be young, that the rate of discovery and transformation 
Nor should this condition be regarded as a of all kinds is increasingly rapid. This “ move- 
privileged state; at a symposium of the ment” sets before each individual an ever- 
“Mutuelle des Etudiants de France O rganized increasing array ot questions and cares. At 
on 13 January 1960 at Unesco House, it was the same time, the materials at his disposal are 
stated that • constantly being added to, while the bewil­

dering succession of these phenomena ends by 
P u p i l s  of lycees work more than 40 hours preventing him from mastering them and 

per week, whilst adults do not generally choosing between them.
In the face of this evolution, adult and 

Sixty-three per cent of school pupils work youthful behaviour seem to contradict each 
after tLe evening meal (as much as 79 0ther. It is as though, at a given point in his 
per cent in private secondary schools and maturity, the adult ceases to grasp what is hap- 
73 per cent in technical schools). pening, to comprehend reality and adapt him-

Whilst 3 per cent of all 7-year-old pupils self. He becomes further and further removed 
are mentally deficient, the figure for 11 from the moment of time; he lives .n the past 

, ,  ■ K  and is consequently unable to play a normalyear old pupils is 15 per cent. role jn re]ati^n tQ yyoung people- o r at least to
(b) During the same period there has been an play the role that was formerly his : he ceases

extraordinary prolongation of youth to transmit current knowledge truly corres-
A few generations ago, no one would have P°ndin8 t0 the situation as it is. 

considered that a person of 25 or 30 was a Meanwhile, the same phenomenon appears 
youth. This is not the case today, and some to have the opposite effect on the young
associations hold that youth continues to the person ; in the first place, he reacts to what 
age of 35 1 This change is the consequence of happens, and everything carries him towards 
the general movement ol the population. present ; his potential for adaptation—
Hygiene and medical skill have considerably an(j tbus for mobility—is considerable. His 
prolonged the average life span ■; the situa- gaze gXed upon a future he is conscious of, 
tion of young people in relation to adults has ge cannot be satisfied with the conservatism 
also undergone a radical transformation. Pro- 0f the adult. It is tkis phenomenon of 
motion, and, in particular, access to posts accelerated history which more particularly 
requiring initiative and responsibility come at explains the two meanings given to the term 
a later and later age. For equal abilities, the “ e x p e r i e n c e this, too, which makes it 
possibilities of self-realization and personal possible to grasp the deep significance of the 
achievement have been considerably reduced. youth movement. Failing to receive the 
If there are more young people (no longer in impulse they expect from adults and no longer 
the biological, but in the sociologica. sense), recognizing their authority (in the true sense 
their handicaps and restrictions are greater Gf being “author” that is, creator and 
impediments; more than before they see in the innovator), young people unite to work out 
adultjrn obstruction—the more so because old their own destiny and to fashion their own

'V the time of the French Revolution, in 1789, way, of life. Nor is it an accident that the 
the average expectation of life was 28 years; in France acceleration of history, noticeable since the 
today it is 68, and in some countries 72 or 73. Nineteenth century, has been accompanied by
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the birth of three movements, which have, in been replaced by a dislocated and fluid one, the 
fact, a common cause : trade unionism, social- initiative should pass from stable adults to 
ism and the youth movement. the young with their greater measure of sensiti-
(d) The history o f the present day is the * tyt> ■ ^ P P 'eness and adaptability But it is 

history o f a crisis in civilization and, T n T V *  „ a harmony must besought 
consequently, of an upheaval in the situa- 1 ,a*. ? educational thinking must be
tion o f young people in relation to adults. dlreCted thlS end‘

, , , To throw light on this problem it mav be
As far as young people are concerned, the useful to recall that the terms “ adolescent”

fn K n ™  Cf 3re’ am° ng ° efS' lhe and “adult” have the sarae source; both spring
° ' from the same Latin verb, but the former

Just when medicine, social legislation designates action in progress—the adolescent
and the administiation of mutual assistance being “he who is growing up”—whilst the
(the Welfare State) are extending the life latter denotes action accomplished : the adult
span and narrowing the prospect of is “ he who has finished growing up” .
ien T tS i r en.Vin P.°SHtS ° f resp0nsb,ility a,n, d (e) The crisis in civilization and the rift be- im iat.ve, liberal democracy proclaims the tween t, generations are aho a JoUticai
equal right of all to receive promotion. w 6 ,

M s s s s a s s s  — ,he a a * "
The increasing complexity of civilization 

The acceleration of history—and thus, calls for a heightened civic sense and should 
it would seem, of progress—is most command more systematic political training, 
apparent in the field of technology. No But the commonest crisis in education, that is 
such trend is to be observed in the to say, the inability of most adults to interpret 
humanities or in the moral sciences, contemporary history, correctly makes this 
Whilst technical evolution offers man the difficult. Through the ever-increasing pressure
protection of closer communion, sympathy of one generation upon another the old put
and solidarity, the basic social units are a brake on enterprise of this kind. They
being visibly broken up. Collectivities are fear innovation and change, and an electorate 
destroyed by a process of “admass” which is not prepared to pay the price of reform or 
reduces the individual to an anonymous progress ; its future is too short for it to buy a 
symbol. The condition of each, whether mortage.3 
adult or young, is aggravated by solitude.
Hence an upheaval in the respective situa- The y°un8> receiving no satisfactory reply 
tions of the two groups : 1° questions they ask themselves, choose

between two contradictory attitudes :

» J F a £ £ ! S S S

responsfbTt°Se PdnVfea8 tdhPn fCye( f i ? CeS ° f ^Tda'rity.’ ^ O n l ^ S
n d S e n  iK7 ^  ,  n 56056 and the attainment of a well-paid post
^filled to rh, )_W ! ? PreV1° US'  stimulate their enercies-unless they seekly filled to the general sat.sfactton. the satisfaction of immediate desires.

At the same time, young people, looking Voluntarily, and with a wish to assert
downstream and in touch with reality, seem themselves, they engage in militant action ;
in a position to understand and thus to in this, they recognize their solidarity with
control events; unhappily, they lack power. comrades who have made the same choice,
Those who are least qualified to live in the and with them undertake action whose aim
present are those who seem to control it... is to transform the environment in which
or to suffer it and make those younger than ------- , . . . .  f . r. , ,themselves suffer it also /XI 3- At the tlme of l,ie last French electionstnemsei es Slitter it also. (November 1958), the average age of the electorate was
It would certainly be wrong to say that, lL£|ars4 months, and 5 million of the 28 million

„ „ , ■ ; , voters were over 65 : does that not illumine thebecause a stable and homogeneous society has situation ?
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they live. Youth movements, whether they The stable and harmonious character of a 
are political, denominational or open-air, society formerly found expression in the 
are * the clearest expression of this absence of any real opposition to the attain- 
ambition mentsand the behaviour upon which it was

Nevertheless, whether these young people based. This almost unanimous agreement was 
are sceptics or volunteers, they are one in expressed in the ease with which education 
their rejection of modern society, and show it fould be organized and m the recognition of 
by an attitude of scorn for the adult majority, the authority of elders and more particularly 
The frequent conflicts between groups of of those who possessed power (father, chief 
“political youth” and the adult parties which pnest, etc.). Initiation was the most in portan 
support them are an excellent illustration of sVmbo1 of this harmony. It was the final 
this Thus, the two camps into which youth is sl.ag<: ,1Q tth e . transmission of knowledge : 
divided are not irrevocably separated, since admission to the society was solemnly accord- 
their attitudes, which seem to be in opposition,, ®d by those who were responsible for i s 
have the same causes, and circumstances may stability and order. Moreover since the society 

, ■ ., ’ . . . . .  was stable, initiation had validity and was notsometimes bring them together : this happens - dj ^ b a change in mental or social 
when some political factor seems likely to J e j °
influence the course of“ events : such> is the s ruAJ r ^  was ]ost when history became

independence, T a t  a time of radical political, accelerated and generations saw their balance
social and economic reform - upset- Init,atl0n loses lts meaning when thec ' vision and the expression it offers are outdated
(/) The )outli o f countries undergoing rapid by current changes. What is more, initiation 

change express in other ways, and through cannot be conferred by those who feel them- 
different attitudes and preferences, the same selves overtaken by events, and it is refused by 
reaction to civilization. those who doubt the wisdom and the power

Their behaviour is naturally governed for °f those from whom they receive it.
the most part by the state of the —from material supplied by
society to which they belong. Here the UNESCO Educational Clearing House
demographic situation is entirely different : - ________ _________ __________
the average expectation of life is still short i 
and the bulk of the population consists of
young people. In addition, young people H ave VOU bought ? I f  not, hurry up
have access to posts requiring initiative and 1
responsibility. Their promotion is moreover iyfut'W 7 f it t o t  t p  a nPT/^klXTC1
facilitated by the fact that the majority of the IN iliW  1 U o L ilL i A  11U IN  u
adult population have not enjoyed the intellec­
tual and technical training demanded by a 1. Community Organisation in 
minimum of adaptation to changing condi- Social Education—Report
t ‘ons- of the Xlth Seminar Rs. 2.00

The desire for action, even pow’er, among  ̂ _ „ . . .
young people is essentially revolutionary! Community Organisation in
inasmuch as it rejects the present situation and Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1.00
the authority of those in power and, generally, 3, Social Education in Delhi 
the authority of adults and of tradition. It it —An Assessment Rs 6 00
also a reaction of “movements” , to the extent
that it is entirely directed towards the future, 4. Celluloid in Indian Society
towards the creation of new structures, the —H.S.Bhola Rs. 2.00
discovery of new ways of life and, in fact, the
acceptance of risks hitherto declined. Available with :

(g) The crisis in civilization and the almost Indian Adult Education Association
general absence 0f  normal relations between 17 r xT T, „ .
adults and young people arc exemplified Jndraprastha Marg, New Delhi.
by the disappearance of initiation.
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F@ Think A b o u t—■— -—

The Challenge Of Choice
J N  olden times—say thirty years ago in most (1) The experience of foregoing generations will 

of the world—man lived much the same as not suffice in changed condiiions ; and (2) 
his forefathers. From one generation to the adults as well as children are in need 
next there was not much change. of all the vicarious experience they can

Within the past generation, however, get to help adapt t0 chanSinS conditions.
change has become the predominant character- Should education confine itself to the 
istic of life for more and more people and pro- classroom 9

S i t e x U e S i o 'J . 6 ° r ,h'  WOr,d bef0re Sh0“ld itselfto children ?
t-, , , , , Should education confine itself to subject
Fast change poses problems of choice. matter ?

Many of these choice situations* have caught
us unaware, such as the heavy population Should traditional forms of education be 
pressures on the land. discarded in favour of new forms?

As long as we accepted what had been Should literacy give way to the mass
handed to us, no choice was required. Increa- media, for example .
singly, however, traditional systems show their We must think : What good is literacy ?
inadequacies under new conditions. We must Why so ne want it? Do we lose any-
supplant them with better adapted values, thing by trying to use radio and cinema
systems, and institutions (which means a choice instead o f making people literate ? Every-
among possible new systems) ; or retain the one can buy a book. Radio and cinema
old (which leaves unsettled the increasing pro- are controlled by only a few people. Will
blems of people whose lives are disrupted by this lead to regimentation of thought ? A
new conditions) ; or we reach a state of book we can keep and refer to. Radio
anarchy where no agreement exists on fixed and cinema are fleeting. Are there things
va ues' for which we need a teacher-always-at-our-

Circumstances force us to start question- side in the form of a book?
ing—but we don’t know where to stop. We This question, debated at state and national
begin to question all values and institutions. levels, needs thought at the village Level,
This is particularly true of the young, who have t0°- Each village must decide the question
not been born into a world of unquestioned for itself—making its choice rationally
values. How are we, then, in this atmosphere or by default.
of general questioning, to know what to ■ e . r
re ta in -to  discern whicb values are fundamen- .  . duca" on s only one of 'he major facets of
tal and which are outmoded adaptations to “ S l £ l  
earlier conditions ? are peinS questioned.

To what future are we consigning ourselves 
As a conciete example, let us consider edu- by the fateful choices we make today ? 

cation. What is education’s resDonsibilitv u  • * („ui i ,
when the world is changing so rapidly ? To aI1 Can-we arrive at stable values when 
teach children? The assumption Underlying aI1 values are m question ? 
education as the prerogative of children is that 1° our Quest for the right answers, whose 
the experience of foregoing generations must responsibility is it to bring choice situations to 
be handed on to new generations. On page 17 people’s attention ? Who should be the cata- 
J. Joussellin points out that this assumption lyst., t0 bring people together in a setting where 
needs rethinking in the light of fast change decisions can be made ? Is this an educational

-----------  ~ job? What methods are needed? Will tradi-
* Situations requiring us to make some choice. tional methods suffice ?
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Our Town
The Pearl Divers Of Shima

Shuji Talcashina

NOT far from the Pacific coast, in the middle boat to attend to the rope attached to the 
of the long island of Honshu, the biegest diver. With the aid of weights, the girl divers 
of Japan’s four main islands, stands the reach fantastic depths under water. They have 

famous shrine of Ise, the most ancient and been known to go down as deep as 120 ft. At 
probably the most beautiful Shintoist sanctu- such depths they can only remain a few 
ary in our country. It stands in the middle seconds under water. Directly they feel their 
of a deep forest, a simple wooden building strength leaving them, they tug on the rope 
that has hardly changed since it was built fif- and their companion in the boat quickly hauls 
teen hundred years ago. It is the earthly home them to the surface. There, the diver rests for 
of the Sun goddess; our common ancestor, a moment, breathing deeply. But she is soon 
according to the legend, and every Japanese °ff again down into the silent world of the 
wishes to make a pilgrimage to this sacred ocean deep. This work goes on all day long 
spot at least once in his lifetime. '  during the summer season.

About twenty miles south of the shrine, on . But it is not all work and no play for the 
the coast, stands a picturesque small town, girl divers of Shima. The first day of the 
Shima which is called by the same name as sixth month according to the old lunar 
the peninsula on which it is located. When calendar (which is still used quite often in the 
you visit Shima on a summer’s day, its wind- Japanese provinces) all the divers gather on 
ing streets are crowded with girls and young the shore in front of the shrine of Kinejima, 
women, all wearing white cotton tunics and patron of the town, to offer up fish and 
straw sandals, their heads covered with a white shellfish to the divinity. This is a time ol 
cloth to protect them from the sun, and each relaxation and fun, when they swim and dive 
of them is carrying a kind of big wooden pail. not f°r work but for pleasure.
Down by the beach, you will meet others A New Industry
either bathing or resting on the black rocks. , , , , , , , . ,
And in the distance, dozens of tiny figures can Since the end of the last century, the girl 
be seen diving and floating, disappearing and divers of Shima have acquired international 
reappearing again like white butterflies against fame. It was in Shima Bay, in 1888, that the 
the background of the blue sea. first attempt was made to produce cultured

c pearls. It met with tremendous success.These white nymphs are the famous divers F T , _ . , .
of Shima. The whole town lives by their work ^  ta^es from three to five yeais to obtain
which can be traced back almost as far in good cultured pearls, and the divers aie involv-
history as the shrine of Ise itself. ed m all stages of the operation. It is they who

fetch the young oysters from the bottom of the 
I he Strollers sea. The shells are prised open and a tiny

There are two sons of divers the kachido, grajn cf sand—the nucleus around which the 
or -strollers ; and the/««ar/o, who dive from a pear, forms_ is inserted in them. Then the
boat The first woik neai the coast, in groups divers return the oysters to the sea bed.
of three to five, diving into the sea from the Within a few years the miracle is accomplished

“ r i S  which she m *  Jb “ d 2 ^ . !  * hich ,h'  diVe'S bring up for

“ V ^ l h i r C s S o I f f e c ' f i e f c e n i r e s
The second gioup, the funado9 operate of this new industry which plays an important

from boats and, consequently, go much further part in the economy of Japan. But the girl
afield. They generally work, on their own, divers still continue to gather shells and fish
with the help ol a male assistant often their from the sea. In Japan, modern ways go hand
husband or a brother—who remains in the in hand with tradition (UNESCO)
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^ * YES, with the help of ‘MEGH’ Slated Roll-up Black Boards, it is J,
1. I jp j ||jp i™  quite easy to remove illiteracy and spread literacy among the masses |

1 * Why not give them a fair trial ? They would certainly prove their \
(, worth ! They are specially manufactured to cater to the needs of /
1 Social and Adult Education Workers. They have been blessed by *1
l  eminent Social and Adult Educationists at home and abroad for £
“j  ^ jj their Quality, Utility, Portability and economy in literacy work. ^

\  For illustrative pamphlets, testimonials and Certificate please I
j|    inquire o f: n

£ Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. 1
1 Post Box No. 24, n

|  BARAMATI (Poona) India. i
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^ You e n c o u r a g e  o the rs  to  j o i n  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (*

[ The Indian Adult Education Association 1
]  IS YOUR VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATION l

\  Support your profession and your organization : (

l l
1 © Join l
 ̂ © Encourage others to join |

2 ® Attend meetings 2
j © Read the Journal |

|  ® Write about your experiences. J

l  Join w ith  o thers to  help build a b e tte r India, by working 2
together to learn to  do our own jobs better. £
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l  IN ST IT U T IO N A L  M EM BERSHIP ... Rs. 100/- l
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Essential Part of Education
/  S tudy T our! T^HE International Conference on Adult Education which

A concluded its deliberations in New Delhi recently was of 
great significance for more than one reason : It brought 

The Problem  of Youth- together for the first time on Indian soil, some of the outstand-
A dult Relation*? TT mg adult educators from all the continents of the world thus

emphasising the global character of adult education. It had 
the good fortune of being inaugurated by India’s Education 

T, „  n 1 , , tt.-,, Minister who gave a very fine opening address, underlining
1 he Reluctant Village some of the basic problems, needs, and priorities.

It would do us good if we take note of Dr. Skrimali’s words 
To T hink  A bout of wisdom. He said : “The problem before us is not of merely

giving instruction to those who have so far been denied the 
opportunity but also re-educating the entire human race with a 

—- —  view to initiating it into better ways of living.... Adult Education
has an important role to play in creating a sense of unity and 
oneness among the world.”

FniT O D ur m i n n  Dr- Sbrima,i declared, “Education for humanity must be the
LDUOK1AL uUARD central theme of adult education.” He explained : “It is only

by developing free, enlightened and broad-minded citizens 
Dr. m . s. Mehta through a process of re-education that we can save humanity

from the impending disaster and bring about stability and 
Shri Maganbhai Desai peace in the world.”

Shri J.C. Mathur, i.e.s. Lastly, India’s Education Minister said : “The old concep­
tion of life and the world are undergoing changes and unless 

Dr. T. A. Koshy people continue their education throughout life they would find
themselves in backwaters. Adult education, therefore, can no 

Shri H. P. Saksena longer remain the poor relation of elementary, secondary and
university education, but must occupy an important place in 
the national system of education. It must become an essentia! 
and integral part o f the total educational system of the c o u n try .” 

Published by Indian Adult Edu- t, ■ , ,
cation Association, 17-B Indra- Shr maii °m h° PS ■ Cn,jnC,ated bv Dr;„„ .. . .  ’ ' ara snnmali will soon be implemented m the country and
. fas „a arg, New Delhi, India. adult education will be given its due place. In this task
- nnual Subscription : Rs. 8.00 the Indian Adult Education Association will always be behind
Foreign $ 3.50. StngleCopy Re. l/-  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r .



Gift from Canada
■ rpH E Indian Adult Education Association

held a reception in Shafiq Memorial for 
delegates to the International Conference on 

/ Adult Education.
Highlight'of the reception was presentation 

of a cheque for $150!) from members of the 
 ̂ i Canadian Association for Adult Education for 

the IAEA Building Fund.
Dr. Roby Kidd, who made the presentation’ 

stressed the close associations between 
, ’ Canadian and Indian people despite geographic
\  j distance. Dr. Kidd stated that furniture, rugs,

® I  i  and books had been shipped from Canada to
. »  furnish the Canada Room in the new building.

" .1

' _________________________________ ^  Coimbatore Meetings
Sept. 27-30—Twelfth Annual Seminar on 

Social Education and Democratic 
Decentralisation.

ft Oct. 1 —Visit to Ootacamund, Tea Plan­
tations, and Research centres.

1 Oct. 2-3 —Annual Meeting. Includes Sym-
po ium : “ Coordination Between 

: ■ ■ ^  • - J a |  Government and Voluntary
Agencies”.

Railroads are granting a concession of 
Above-Dr. Roby Kidd of Canada presents round trip for one-way fare to all people not
cheque to Dr. M. S. Mehta, President Indian coming at Government expense.
Adult Education Association, Meetings will he held at P.S.G. School of
Gifts for Tagore Hall f? cif  W°r,k- P OCI P^jamedu, Coimbatore,

Madras State. Shri B. Krishnamoorthy, 
The Uttar Pradesh Government has sane- Principal, is arranging food and lodging, 

tioned a grant of Rs. 1000 for the Tagore Hall Delegate fee is Rs. 5. Please send your 
Fund, and Rs. 100 have been received from fee before August 25 to S.C. Dutta, Honorary 
Bata Shoe Company for Tagore Hall. Tagore General Secretary, Indian Adult Education
Hall is the auditorium of Shafiq Memorial, the Association, 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New
Association building. Delhi.

Executive Committee Meets
The Executive Committee of the Indian Marc** PT->4 Journal Needed 

Adult feducation Association met July 27 and The Canadian Association for Adult Educa- 
approved the budget for the coming year and tion needs Volume 15, Number 1 (March,
the audited statement of accounts. " 1954) of the Indian Journal of Adult Educa-

Committee members present at the meeting *'on ôr binding for their library, 
vverc : Dr. M S. Mehta, IAEA President; Shri Jf anyone can spare this issue please send 
VT, Mujeeb, Treasurer; A.R. Desbpande, V.S, it to us (Indian Adult Education Association,
M athur; Sohan Singh; Maganbhai Desai ; 17-B, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi). We
S R- Patiiik; l.A. Koshy, M.C. Nanavatty. will forward it to Canada.
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EDUCATION FOR HUMANITY
Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Minister o f Education 

Keynote Address before the International Conference 
on Adult Education, New Delhi, July 28, 1961.

It is my foremost duty to thank you for the progress in widening the ran°e of loyalties from 
honour you have done by inviting me to the family and the tribe to thi « !■* t, 
inaugurate the International Conference on must now take another sten fnnvarH ^  He 
Adult Education. On behalf of the Govern- sider the whole world T  i andAc° " '
ment of India I take this opportunity to wel- education has an important role " to ^ 'n l^ in  
come the distinguished delegates who are creating a sense of unity and nLnle P * 
attending this Conference from the different the peoples of the world ' S SS among 
parts of the world. It is my sincere hope that _  , . '  .
the deliberations of our Conference may throw ■>|d1riS and ori amsation of adult educa-
light on the greatest problem which faces the u,,,., * , , j r0m couatry country since
world today. are re'ateu to varied social situations. No

Man has unleashed such powerful forces K T
irse  ̂ unless he learns lo control them and interests and ways oflife of a eiven comtnu 
use them for peaceful purposes, the future nity. ° commu-
of mankind is an great danger. Human civili- Tn fIl„ , , , , 
sation is at the cross roads. If we are not able P 1D • underdeveloped countries where 
to control the passions which cause mutual mo,st pressing- adult edu-
hatred and ill-will among nations, civilisation na!uralIy take the form of funda-
may come to an end. On the other hand if we k,7  education or community development
are able to control our impulses and direct m i  ° ^ ^ t ^ w t u c h  have already attained a 
them into creative channels, we enter a new standard of living and culture, it may 
era of peace and prosperity and peonies of the . u , tne ,m . °* 2e.neral education for the
world can live as good neighbours without d iffe re K ac e l01“f d the societies are at
tear, hatred and want. The present situation f ‘" erent sta8es of development it is natural 
presents a challenge as well as an opportunity in.e purposes and organisation of adult 
to all those who have assumed leadership of .̂dlicatl0n should assume varied forms. Educa­
t e  society. This challenge can be met by ‘!on tor humanity, however, must be the central 
awakening in the people all over the world a ‘n i V  - SyStems of adult education. It 
sharp realisation of the catastrophe which 011 ? aim at combating ignorance and preju- 
might overtake them and a sense of their Qlce> fanaticismland bigotiy which divide races 
personal responsibility for averting it. In the 3nd I?atloos ot tbe world. It should make 
ultimate analysis we fail back on "education as P r le tolerant of differences in the ways of 
the only effective instrument for eivinc faith ' ® anc thinking and also teach them that the
and courage to men to fight the destructive t°i rat,01ial met^od of resolving differences is
forces which threaten our civilisation. trough persuasion and not force. It is only

The problem before . o '  , r i ■ d.evf lop.in8 tree> enlightened and broad-
giving instructin  g  ,! l'S !S n,0t of mer!:ly m m dedcm zensthroughaprocessofre-educa-
been denied the onnr> iOŜ  W?° iave so par -tlon tbat we can savc humanity from the 
caHne the entire h E  D,ty bu-1 als° re' edu‘ mipendinS disaster and bring about stability
ta iS IS g  i f i l  be™? way, W‘‘f a„ ? i peace !■! . * *  P«=«nt s t a E1T, j  e ' ays °1 living. The of the world which is divided on aoroim'- nf
H e^ iisH earn Vnew°skills^nd^ech ̂  ° 1 W° rldi COnflicting ideologies thus throws a tremend-
also introduce such changes in S e ' '111' 5 am t T  respouslblIlty on education particularly on 
,i#iM “ce ucl1 cna,nges a tbe ways of those who are responsible for or«anisi i'> adulthv ng and thinking, cultivate those habits, atti- education. °amstng adult
tudes and social behaviour which would pnahto i 1 , ,
him to discharge his new responsibilities as a m asses ire itm 2oluFfr c011 n 1 rics V lu"re tbe 
world citizen. Man has made considenku masses are struggling for existence, the econo-

e rmc motive becomes most predominant. People
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need better housing facilities, more efficient fore be our constant endeavour to increase the 
farm machinery, better seeds and better crop number of people who are engaged in cultural 
results in order that they may be able to and artistic activities. This is the only way to 
satisfy their basic needs. It should be one of correct the imbalance in[society caused by an 
the functions of adult education to help people over-emphasis on economic value 
in improving prevalent techniques and also to j should not be misunderstood to d the
give them new techniques so that they may roJe offilm. radio and television. They are 

however , S . E t £  S ,  e l o ?  S 5 S ? £ S S “J i  f« f  7 “" "  f  “f ' i°”

life among the people, give them guiding ing and promoting the artistic and cuUural 
principles of social behaviour or develop in heritage of the communities. It is the re non- 
them a sense of social responsibility. As people sibility of the organisations which look after 
acquire new techniques and improve their the educational and cultural advancement of 
earning capacity, they must also learn simul- ,he people to ensure that they incorporate in 
taneous y to make better use of their time and their programmes a constructive outlook and 
material resources This is all the more impor- an incentive for richer, better and more 
tant for countries which are undergoing rapid informed ]ife. Th should a]so enaUre

that in their pursuit of material goods people graPmas, ba']|et reci(a Is and Jtherallied popular 
do not debase their tastes or lose the graces of forms of entertainment which providea fn°p£
ue' variety and richness a perennial source of

The higher standard of living should enjoyment to the people,
initiate people into a more creative and richer Modern civilisation is changing at such a 
way of life. Even people who have a rich rapid pace and the frontiers of scientific know- 
cultural heritage may cut themselves adrift ledge are advancing so fast that whatever the 
from their own traditional culture in the pur- youth learn at the school and the University 
suit of material pleasures if the economic trans- soon becomes outdated. The old conceptions 
formation in their lives is not accompanied by of life and the world are undergoing changes 
a re-discovery oi the imperishable values of and unless people continue their education 
their culture. We have witnessed how the intro- throughout life they would find themselves in 
duction of film, radio and television which the backwaters. Adult education therefore 
could be powerful instruments for cultivating can no longer remain the poor relation ofele- 
tastes have more often coarsened them. When mentary, secondary, and university Education 
people are always in search of new sensations, but must occupy an important place in the 
it is a symptom ol the sickness caused by bore- national system of education. It must become 
dom. We shad have to make a great cultural an essential and integral part of the total edu- 
erfort jo root out this disease if the graces cational system of the country, 
of civilisation are not to be lost in the c, 4 ... . , ,
desert of the material and the momentary The State will have to play an increasing 
decay. People should be provided with in the development and organisation of
suitable opportunities to utilise their leisure for admt education, but it it is to continue to 
creative activities like drama, music, art and serve democratic ends through free discussions 
poetry. It shou'd be one of the important eve,n controversial issues affecting society 
functions of adult education to guide the and make a critical appraisal of its social, 
energy of people into healthy creative channels econoinit' ant'political institutions, it must 
and stimulate their intellectual, aesthetic and neces‘.ail,y remain in the hands of voluntary 
spiritual interests so that they may not only orSamsations. It should remain essentially a 
elevate the individual but maty also enrich the Pe°Pte s movement. Participation of people 
life of the community. The index of social | n the educational and cultural activities deve- 
progress is judged by the number of people °ps power of individual responsibility and 
who are engaged in intellectual, literary, cul- !eaderslnp among the people and releases their 
tural and artistic activities. It should there- (Continued on page 23)
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Determining Educational Needs of Adults
Homer Kempfer, Deputy Chief Education Advisor, VS Technical Cooperation Mission

A free society is assumed in this paper. It 
The methods o f determining the edu- is also assumed that there is no pre-determined

cational needs and interests o f adults curriculum or inherited course of study which
discussed in the following paper have must be taught to adults. Likewise, regardless
been evaluated in public school settings in of whatever subject-matter the adult educator
the United States. To our knowledge may be able to teach (agriculture, home
their usefulness has not been scientifically science, literacy, health), we are not asking
tested in India. Cultural differences or bow he sells his subject. The problem is how
other factors may limit their application to find out the educational needs of adults—
in other settings. Consequently, the n°t whether they will buy what the educator
author does not insist that these methods bas to sell. It is assumed that the curriculum
are good for India. Rather, they are (the knowledge, skills, habits, attitudes, out-
presented for whatever stimulation or looks, etc.) should arise out of the daily-life
suggestive value they may have. They needs, interests, and desires of adults and not
represent an area in which research out of the adult educator’s interests.
in the Indian setting could conceivably
develop better answers for this country. RECOGNIZED NEEDS

-------------—------------  Adults may be aware of their educational

W needs or they may not be. Usually, they are
HA1 do adults want and need to aware of some of them and unaw'are of others,
learn ?” “ How do you find out V  Educational needs which adults feel are
These are basic questions in adult relatively easy for an educator to identify and

education. Arriving at the answers is a some- understand. They are like standing grain ready
what different process from that often followed for the harvest. Unrecognized needs are more 
in childhood education. like the crops which can be grown provided

Most of the curriculum for children is set the trained a§riculturist Soes through the 
by the family, the village or neighbo"rhoot pr0Ce5ses'
and larger social groups. Infants exercise no There are about six ways for an outsider 
choice of the language they learn. The to become acquainted with educational needs
manneis, moials, habits, attitudes and aspira- already recognized by adults, 
tions they learn and their behaviour generally
are determined largely by the groups in which Easy Ways—Individual
LhS e d h v t Iun -Pri,Tary uCh° ° i  th,e Curricu!um L M U  for individual requests. (You 
l r  hv £  ,e'[ 6 df S’ by Sj^ 00 authorities wait for people to come to you with requests 
college l i m i f S ' l  -In secondary school and for specific activities.) This is the most

choices are allowed. widely used and easiest way for an adult
Assumptions educator or programme planner to find

In a free society, there is a gradual grow th w hat, f d u lts  * an t to  lea rn - h  a ls o  yields
in range of choices-from litfle or nochffire smaHest and Poore A programmes. It is
at birth to a considerable freedom of choice onlv" f  f ^ i  P f  m"g' Us[,ally
in adulthood. Through prohibitions ° S  a fevv mdlv‘duaIs are bold enough to
paganda, Fascism, Communism, and 0tle ’r S Pl.esuIKabA all who ask are 
authoritarian societies restrict choice eve, S  i experience shows that their 
among adults. Official beliefs, attitudes and H* StS ranff  from vague w.shes to persistent 
acceptable behaviour patterns are promulgated en r̂ ests are so scattered in
and deviation therefrom is discouraged." ™ , I ^ X £ o S
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if the adult educator positively invites and goals. This is one of the better ways of finding 
encourages requests. out what adults want to learn but it works

2 listen for clues ft ess nassive-aetivelv best with rather mature groups. It is most. . L™enjor clues. (Less passive actively successfu] also if the groups are acquainted
listening but not yet actually seeking.) An with the types of educationalservices available, 
alert adult educator who mixes widely with
people will hear many indications of interest in 5. Ask group leaders. if you cannot 
learning. If ne encourages the speaker to ela- meet with groups and discuss matters, talk with
borate, fie can often diaw out a defined need, group leaders. Leaders usually represent the
assess its scope and intensity, and get a notion thinking and social norms of their groups and
of how widespread it is. If these are recorded can indicate the areas and problems in which
and pooled with others, they often provide a they are most interested. Or, if they should
firm basis for programming. not have Specjgc answers, they can inquire and

3. Make inquiries. (You go out seeking report later. This approach saves the adult
information.) Direct informal inquiry among educators time and permits him to cover a
adults will bring answers which can be added larfie population and geographic area. To be
up. Conversational answers can be probed and successful, the adult educator, of course, needs
classified to show how many want to learn to well-developed skills of identifying and corn-
read and write, to care better for their child- mumcating with group leaders. And he needs
ren, to sew, to improve their occupational to establish and maintain acquaintance with an
skills, to keep accounts, to understand public extensive list of leaders.
affairs, and so on. 6. Use advisory committees. Good adult

Systematic surveys or door-to-door inquiries educators make much use of advisory com- 
among groups of men, young men, women, mittees in identifying educational needs, 
illiterates, cultivators, labourers, or other Amateurs often mis-use them or do not use 
groups can give a fairly good picture of felt them at all. A committee of articulate spokes- 
need. A number of subjects or choices can be meP or Sr0UP le.aders can usually offer good 
presented in a checklist or questionnaire form advice and sound judgment. They are mis-used 
(orally to illiterates). Adults, either singly or in when they are asked only to approve pre­
groups, can indicate their interests. While conceived ideas or plans of the educator, 
checklists may have some immediate value, Tf 4] ... • , c ,
they are a notoriously unreliable base fot [f the c?mm.ttee *  made UP °f several
planning of future activities. People feel com- spokesmen oi essentially the same kind of 
pel led to check something regardless of whether PeoPIe>the discussion need be only long enough 
they later will participate. If different possi- dfveI° P a dear understanding of the need, 
bilities are explained in detail and the alterna- . tae committee includes a wide range of 
tives discussed, the reliability of checklists is interests’ common interests can be explored, 
improved. The basis for planning is stronger however, agreement on common interests 
if several groups are interviewed or a fair- sbo<dd not be forced; different interests and 
size representative sample is taken before con- ueeds may exist and should be clarified 
elusions are drawn. through discussion.
TT r  It is often a good idea to use several
use Groups especially-selected committees, each for advis-

4. Stimulate group requests. If a group °°  a sPec*a  ̂ area or problem. Advisory
takes the initiative in requesting instruction committee members should always be repre-
in literacy, child care, or any other subject sentative—i.e., made up of people who are
the adult educator may have a relatively firm B5~so.n,a ̂  accllIainted with the problem,
basis for planning. Further discussion can Officials are usually less useful on advisory
clarify interests of the members and indicate committees than non-officials, 
the nature of the instruction desired, its level,
intensity, and time requirements. Good adult UNRECOGNIZED NEEDS
educators always .encourage groups to discuss The above ways are based on the assump- 
tbc!r ,nterests and forrmdate their own learn.ng tion that individuals and groups know what
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they want and need to learn. In one way or learn. He helps them define and re-d efin
another adults concerned are induced to say their problems of living and helps them gain
what they want. With the above methods, the new insight into their solutions, 
adult educator merely collects the information . . ...  ̂ x _
much as an innkeeper might find out what his This practice was illustrated by a Gram 
guests want to eat. It has the merit of not Sevika who s^ rtf d working with a group of
forcing a pre-conceived menu on indifferent women assembled to learn sewing. As they
dinners. It has the shortcoming of doing no- sewed, they talked about their children. She
thing to improve the taste or nutrition. The encouraged them with skillful informal ques-
adult educator who uses only the foregoing tioniug to discuss their problems of child
methods can establish a reasonably good rearing. In a few weeks, they decided to ask
programme. The six methods discussed how- for instruction in child care—something they
ever, are not in themselves, educational. would not have requested in the beginning.

rr, , Note that the educator does not define
The assumption that adults know what they the problems for the adults. He assumes

need to learn is only partly valid. Chronically that new needs for learning can emerge
1 /  a | L l^ may a c c e P t . their condition as nor- f r o m  tbe persjstent problems faced in daily
mal. Mothers who raise their children by tra- living< By questions and through stimu-
dition and folklore may not know that there lating their discussion, he induces adults, singly
Z l J S  t T ?  p yT g Pers° na and in groups, to think about, explore, anddevelop. Tnbals suffering from nutritional anaiyze their condition-their problems. He
deficiencies may not aspire to better-balanced tries to get them to think more deeply and
meals. Illiterates often have limited under- beyond the old answers of : 
standing of the mental growth that can come
with literacy. Citizens of a dictatorship may “We need more money.”
not know much about the benefits of the “ We need a shot (of vaccine).”
freedoms and responsibilities of citizens in a „
democracy. We can not do anyth 'Dg about it.

T , , , , , , “ This is the way my father did it and it
In short adults do not always know what still ought t0 work/>

is best for them. This fact is an excuse that
authoritarian leaders use for all manner of The adult educator induces people to select 
controls over subjugated people including and work on their most persistent problems,
determination of what they should learn. These are also the ones which provide highest

For those who reject authoritarianism, the motlvation.
question may arise : If adults do not know The Problem Solving Process
their own educational needs, who should The adult educator helps adults go through 
determine their needs ? The answer respectful an educative or problem-solving process. He

peurS0Dal' ty ,S: adults concerned; helps them (1) define their problems, (2) assem-
who have the needs. ble tke necessary facts, (3) analyze the data

This may sound illogical but it is not. and project possible solutions, (4) decide on a
It merely means that adults often need assis- course of action, (5) carry it out, and (6)
tance in grasping and understanding new edu- evaluate the results. This process has been des-
cational needs. " a cribed in greater detail on pages 15-21 in the

. , , , October, 1960, issue of the Indian Journal o f
A democratic adult educator will not AduU Education,

directly tell others what they should learn be-
fore they feel the need. As adults go through this process, they will

TT , „ , , , , , necessarily learn knowledge and skills which
How then does an educator help adults bear on their problems. They are likely to

gain new ideas about what they should learn if work out better solutions and thereby be
he does not tell them ? rewarded for their efforts.

He helps them go through various proces- The educator's contribution is in helping 
ses by which they themselves will arrive at adults learn the process of problem solving, 
new understandings regarding what they should Learning this process involves use of the mind
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in more disciplined ways than are used by un- ing of their groups, the leaders may benefit
educated people, The educator may have to from learning belter discussion techniques,
lead an individual or group through this pro- how to establish more permissive atmospheres,
cess many times in order firmly to establish and better communications techniques includ-
procedural habits. As in teaching arithmetic, ing techniques of listening. Through skillful
the teacher’s task is to teach the methods of training, the adult educator may be able to
solving various types of problems ; it is not to increase leader-sensitivity to feelings and pro­
supply the child with all the answers. Likewise, blems in their groups.
the adult educator’s contribution is not in 9. Teach the problem solving. Process to 
p r o v id in g  the substantive solutions to problems others (as contrasted with having to be there 
but in training people to tackle those problems yourself to help people think through each 
more systematically and intelligently. step.) Problem solving is learned better in

A trained adult educator, therefore, will not extensive practice than through lectures
be satisfied with either (a) accepting the curri- and recitation. As groups^ of leaders go
culum (learning needs) laid down for other through the process and then try the 
adults at other times, or (b) accepting what disciplined ways with their ovvn groups, they 
adults say they want to learn. Instead he will can grow in ability. As they define the pro­
lead them through a process whereby their own blems in their back-home groups, the learning
notions of what they want and need to learn needs can be communicated readily to the 
will expand. They will come to understand adult educator. Programmes, aciivities, and
and move toward higher activities. At the services can then be planned intelligently,
same time they will gradually acquire better 10. Keep acquainted with other known 
techniques for learning. interests. Adults express their interests and

This point of view means that in attempting needs in a variety of ways. Their topics of 
to determine needs and interests, the competent conversation, the books and newspapers they 
adult educator will do more than make a read, the things for which they spend money, 
superficial inquiry or survey. Basically, it and their spare time activities all indicate 
means that he must establish a very close and their interests. Consequently, systematic sur- 
personal relationship with the adults whose veys of readership, spending, leisure time, 
educational needs he hopes to assess. At conversational topics and such activities often 
best, he should live with them for extended reveal insightful clues which can be the basis 
periods. of programme building.

However, most adult educators are respon- in Summary 
sible for identifying the educational needs of First, find out what adults think their edu-
large numbers of people. They cannot become cati0nal needs are. Secondly, lead them on to 
intimately acquainted with all of them. This new understandings which you help stimulate 
calls for additional techniques. arjse fr0In their own thinking.

The educator skillful in determining the 
Large Groups—-Short Time educational needs of adults must come as close

7. Study information about people. The to “ living with the people” as possible. Free, 
census, surveys, descriptive studies, and other easy( and extensive association is necessary, 
literature offer a wealth of economic, sociologi- ah traditional and emotional barriers of caste 
cal, and anthropological data about groups. aD(j communal groups are serious blockages to 
Acquaintance with such background informa- understanding of educational needs, interests, 
tion permits a more rapid understanding of an(j aspirations.
the group once personal contact is established. The adult educator who discovers the real 
In fact, one can find out a great deal about the educational needs and interests of adults is 
edcational needs of people without ever seeing likely to be the one who has widest and most 
them—by studying their educational level, intimate acquaintance among community 
their health and vital statistics, income level, leaders and groups.
family structure, customs, agricultural practi- (Note : For a more complete discussion of 
css, and so on. the subject matter of this paper, see Homer

8. Strengthen the effectiveness o f group Kempfer, Adult Education, McGraw Hill Book 
leaders, If they are to con vey an understand- Co., New York, 1955, pp. 61-92.)

[ 8 ]



The Problem of Youth-Adult Relations—II
J. Joussellin, Director, Centre de Recherches Civiques, Paris

prevent the latter, for a time at least, from 
This concludes M. Joussellin’s thought- sensing the call of the outside world. This is 

fu l analysis of the changing relationships particularly the case of certain ethnic or
that develop between young people and religious groups which refuse to face the facts
older people when their environment under- of history.
goes rapid change. .. ...

The conservatism of these families or social
------------------------ ----------------------------  groups, whether it is moral or behavioural,

_ testifies only to their weakness. Confronted
Research and Experiment in the Field of Adult- with new situations, they feel powerless to 
Youth Relations keep alive some of the values they consider to

be essential, and consequently devote 
T t  is impossible to make a complete list of their energies and all their sensibility 

all undertakings which, directly or indirect- attempts to arrest the passage of
ly, conduce to the establishment or improve- time. The inadaptability created by their 
ment of relations between young people and opposition to progress is all the more 
adults. We shall confine ourselves to a descrip- dangerous for their members, inasmuch as the 
tion of the most characteristic of these, and 8rouP being smaller and consequently less 
shall consider as such those which take some autonomous culturally or economically, its 
account of contemporary conditions. There members will be exposed more frequently and
are others which seem quite oblivious to tern- more intensely to outside attack.
poral considerations. Under cover of moral Besides these cases, where the true mean- 
principles and the maintenance of eternal ing of education and humanity appears to Ss
y.alue;> 1 iey c ?lm or^ani.̂ e ieIat‘0I}s within t0 distorted, we may refer to a few under­
lie  framework and under the conditions that takings which seem to combine a sense of

lgn° T 8 Chrange3 reality with a true concern for education.
human beine whether 'n ! cr®atlon ° f, ,new ADalysis of their aims and methods shows that
a X  or S ’,  S S l e  P ° '  ' their. originality consists in general in notJ S P P • restricting themselves to the purely psjcholo-

Nor can it be denied that such preferences level—that is to say, the level of a mere
are sometimes, though we think debatably, knowledge of individual reactions and beha-
efBcacious. There are, for example, families viour—but in also maintaining a sociological
in which vigilance and affection—and even the P°mt of view ; their purpose is to know and
educational sense of the parents—are such understand each individual against the back-
that the family cell or community has become gr°und of his environment and history. It
exclusive ; it represents a sort of collective must be added that some of these undertakings
egotism. Its unity is so real and vital that do not see themselves as organizers of relations
none of its members will fit into any other between young people and adults, but, so far
human group. as they provide each individual with a clearer

. . awareness of his own existence and place each
The same phenomenon is visible in larger individual more correctly in modern society,

units. It will be noted, moreover, that frequent, they contribute to the amelioration of relations
ly their rejection ol civilization in its present between different age groups,
form has led these groups to take considerable
pains to educate their younger members and (c) Family associations and associations of 
to weave around them a whole skein of affec- parents
tion, care, vigilance, protection and educa- These differ greatly from each othei. both 
tional methods which, through some of the in objectives and in programmes. They range
facilities they offer to these young people, from a kind of family trade unionism (defence
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of family interests), through associations of data of human geography. This is carried out 
parents of school children to schools for parents in particular by the scout movements of several 
themselves. The growth of these associations countries. The value of meeting prominent 
is worth noting. Most of them try hard to personalities and interviewing them on the 
ascertain the^needs, both of children and major preoccupations of young people is also 
parents, in their immediate context, that is to stressed.
say, in the concrete situation in which modern _ , , , . , . . . .
society has set them. We may note a few Soum.e cu,tural and soc.al centres which 
features of this development : owe *he*r ^.stence to the in.native of young

people, have considered that they should not 
Many associations of parents of school- be limited to young people, but that confron- 

children are concerned with educational tation with adults would be beneficial. An 
reform. instance of this in France is the “rural centres”

The rapid development, in France at (foyers rurauv), which, for many of their acti- 
least, of “holiday homes” (maisons farni- vities unite individuals in all age groups.
Hales de iacances) indicates a refusal to Jh js ]jaison wjth adults seems most sys-
break up the family during the holidays, tematicallv to be sought in rural areas at the
and at the same time a search for a solu- level, among others, of organized groups of the 
tion corresponding to the changed charac- rura] population. Thus—in France—the move- 
ter of houdays. ments of young agricultural workers (Jeunesse

Associations based on an extension of Agricole Catholique and the Centre des Jeunes 
youth movements and intended to support Agricultears) have called upon their members 
them1 are no longer restricted to a kind of to take an active part in elections to the 
sponsorship, but examine such problems as “Chambre d’agriculture”. Again, a conspicu- 
educational reform, apprenticeship and ous feature of some undertakings is to facilitate 
working conditions for young people. In a sort of interpenetration with a given collec- 
this way they create a better climate in tive unit, including its oldest members. The 
which to make contact with young people, “services” organized by many associations, 
who are directly involved in these problems, especially work camps (chantiers or camps de 

Schools and courses for parents are no travail), belong to this type. Finally, some 
longer limited to elemmtarv courses in movements, for example the Protestant Scout 
child and adolescent psychology, but movement ‘ Eclairettrs Unionistes de France , 
examine‘ problems of youth’’. ' have made provision for advisers who, without

, . . having any educational function and conse-
(b) Youth associations quentfy having no direct responsibility for

If, in the beginning, youth movements fre- young people, ensure liaison between the Scout
quently expressed the isolation of their mem- group and the adult body which sponsors and
bers in relation to adults, a number of them supports it. These advisers can do important
have evolved towards a search for integration work if they are at pains to interpret the reac-
in adult society. It should, moreover, be tions, behaviour and even the claims of the 
noted that generally speaking this search is not interested parties, 
conducted iruinly at the level of relations with
patents. Without denying the importance of (c) Associate bodies oj young people or adults 
the family element, it is not in this direction The difficulty and complexity of youth-
that youth associations seek to establish con- dult re]ations have been recognized by a large 
tacts and exchanges between young and old. nuinber 0f both adult and youth organizations. 

Here are some of the methods employed : in order to solve the problem, adult groups
Increasing importance is given to surveys have frequently established youth sections 

and observation of the environment of the and youth associations have extended their
group under consideration. There is in fact a activities, either by setting up new associations
sort of pedagogic exploitation of the principal of older people or by calling upon their

,, . . former members to campaign on their behalf1 I or cxampre, the associations of parents and • ,
friends o f  t f v  S am is  and Guides o f  France (the m  bo<* ie? W1.th  w h  c h  ! ?y  , ave  s o m e  k m -
C'atholie Scout M ovem ent), ship o f  a t m ,  interest o r  id e o lo g y . Sometime?
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this policy has been directed towards securing authorities. It is impossible to give even a 
control or influence over the age group in partial list of these bodies,2 but we may 
question, sometimes, by opening a new field indicate a few of the more characteristic 
of action, towards providing its organizers among them :
with a better understanding of the current Tn „  • • ,
situation. Sometimes—and this must be vnmh r n L T f !  “ Un̂ ,pa orK ^-a
recognized as the more general case—the two fn the nffirial m. ndlt Th cJVI.sor>' bodies 
motives have existed together. We shall con- councils They bring together
fine ourselves to just a few examples : ives of the authorities and

K delegates from youtn associations. In the
The creation of youth sections by politi- United States of America for example,

cal parties, trade unions cr co-operatives. joint groups of parents and children have
~ . , . agreed upon an hour by which young
Recommendations by denominational people shall be home at night, and have

movements inviting their members to play induced the authorities to take official steps
an eilective part in the life of the com- to impose this rule, 
munity and the Church. T ,In the same way there exist at the 

Parallel action by movements represent- national level in the various ministries or 
ing different social groups (peasants, departments, or in one of them more
workers etc.), in order to persuade their specifically concerned with youth problems,
former members to join a trade union, commissions or committees whose object
professional or political group. is to establish colloquies between repre-

(factory committees or co-management cfn tM tnf ih- ' - w r T u  16 in th,',s

»tbe unr  si t of “ 1iF *

bilities and to enable them to meet t0 be effective, requires a common res-
their elders 10 meCt ponsibihty, and co-operation between

adults and young people should lead 
(d) The quest for colloquies between young naturally to co-management. In France,

people and adults * the Union Nationale des Etudiants has in
-p, , this way secured representation on all
There is a growing belief that the best way bodies responsible for “ student affairs”

oL?n • !shmg rj lat‘ons b̂ ween different (social security, accommodation, restau-
groups s to provide them with the opportunity rants, social services, etc.),
tor joint undertakings and that this method is,
moreover, all the more efficacious when such Research and study have also been under­
undertakings serve a real interest of those taken with a similar end in view. When 
taking part. these combine adult and youth associations,

r  .1 •„ „ it is inevitable that sooner or later the
For this reaso most countries are seen to majority of the members of these associa-

be establishing and developing committees, tions are made aware of such activities,
commissions and joint working parties which Among the most original of such under-
associate adults and young people in the same takings, we-may cite the “ study davs”
tesearch work and sometimes in the same organized in January, I960 at Unesco
task. These bodies, whether official, public
or private, frequently bring together delegates 2- See ollr comparative study, involving more
of youth associations and adult groups and than 40 countries, in “Pouvoirs Publics ct Associations
e v e n  r e p resen ta tiv es  o f  n a t io n a l and  p u b lic  antUM Sk ^  la Documentation " ancaisc'
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House, which dealt with “residential agglo- Nevertheless, it would be normal to envis- 
merations” . The meeting was convened by age more systematic effort. This, we think, 
family associations, various youth move- might be defined in terms of a general recast- 
ments and town-planning associations. ing of education, a recasting concerned in the

. . .  first place with adults and applicable to a
(e) 1 olitical action movement already a hundred years old. Ac-

Here is a further means of interaction bet- cording to countries, the reference is to popu- 
ween young people and adults. Such activity lar or adult education, to social education or 
no doubt transcends the traditional limits of of promotion ; but in all cases what has to be 
education and of the relations formerly regard- avoided is human fossilization. Men and 
ed as normal between young people and women must remain capable of understanding 
adults. Yet, it is most probably a necessity what is happening around them, and not allow 
within the shifting framework of an evolving themselves to be overtaken by the historical 
society, in which adults in general, by their process, 
number and by their failure to keep abreast of
the times, may become an element of obstruc- A man should strive for cultivation, culture 
lion and then of non-adaptation, dragging not being defined merely in terms of acquired 
younger people in their wake. knowledge, but considered rather as the atti-

A u r n  tude of the human being towards ideas, things,
This political action naturally follows e even(S and other human beings—a situation 

line of the various systems which encourage or which demands at the same fatime awareness
permit it. We shall limit ourselves to two of and responsibility and , consequently, the sense 
the more typical cases : of actuality.

The people’s democracies have for the
most part lowered the voting age to 18, Reverting to the etymological analysis of 
thus rejuvenating the political body and the terms “adolescent” (he who is growing up) 
thereby increasing its readiness to accept or ar>d “adult” (he who has finished growing up), 
seek what is new. In the same way, youth the aim of popular education is to preserve in 
organizations have acquired the right to the human being something that is young,
put forward candidates at the various This is achieved by keeping alive the indivi-
elections. dual’s curiosity and initiative, by encouraging

' .. ‘ , .. . , . . . him always to make demands upon life byIn the West ,t is much more m a private j jti h[m to deve] in a givePn environ-
“ nei  ment, his means of expression and his poten-
\eys and participation in the joint commit- tjaijti>c for action Tt is here indepd thattees we have been speaking of that young tialities tor action. It is here, indeed, that
people and adults join together in politi- P°Pu,ar education is also an education in
cal action civics, at least if we define the latter as aware­

ness of belonging to a network of relationships,
Quest for New Forms of Education and Cultural exchanSes and mutual dependences, economic 
Training social, cultural and historical, and as the will

. to act upon this network with a view to its
In point of fact, the processes we have improvement, enrichment, possibly even its

analysed up to now are all of them no more francfnrnntinn
than techniques. Their efficacy is the more
limited since nearly all of them predicate the Adult education is, then, the essential effort 
existence of associations, groups and organiza- that must be made to solve the problem of
tions. But the majority, both of young peo- establishing normal relationships between
pie and of adults, do not belong to any of adults and young people. But a parallel effort
these social units. That does not mean that has also to be made among the young. They,
such, undertakings and methods have no effect too, must be trained to apprehend the histori-
on the masses. Not all workers are members Cal process; they, too, must be enabled to
of trade unions, nor are all citizens associated understand events
with survey and research offices. Their fate, 
however, is often influenced both by the unions
and by research bodies; as also by the forms —from material supplied by UNESCO
of activity we have analysed. Educational Clearing House.
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Case Study

The Reluctant Village
V. K. Acharya, translated by K. M. Sharrna

village enroute to a function in a nearby 
The following case study is based upon village. I observed that Madpur had very 

original notes in Hindi taken down by rough streets, few institutions and few activi-
Shri V.K. Acliarya for 7 months in 1954. ties. It seemed to me that perhaps this was a
It  ̂ was translated by K.M. Sharrna, village that needed some assistance in develop-
SEOTC, University o f Baroda, Gujerat. ment.

Shri Sharrna writes: “Mr. Acharya , inquiry at Block Headquarters I
was one o f the 6 Social Education Orva- ,!arne, ,from lhe Project Executive Officer that
nizers working with me between 1953 and -n Vl a®,e,P/as cons‘dered to be a problem ; 
1956. He is now Block Develop,nent Vllla§ers did not appear ready to participaie in
Officer in Madhya Pradesh. The case any ° theTICommun,ty Development Pro-
study was prepared in consultation with grammes. There was no formal organization
Miss Helen Pinkus, one o f the team of SPCa as Panchayat in the village and many of
social work educators sponsored by USA- * e r£PP P see,med t0 be non-productive. It
TCM in 1957. It is being used for class- wa3feU that the Rajputs’ pride in their caste
room teaching made them unwilling to accept assistance from

*• : the C.D. Projects, and also made them feel
“ The case study is an attempt at pre- work W3S dlshonourable and unnecessary.

f . T ta VLW ata.indicated ,ha. the response 
work when applied in the field o f Commu- h‘° '?  tbls Vll,a§e had been poor although his 
nity Development. As Chief Social Edu- u  y t ab° Ul ? miles away
cation Organiser o f the project area my I ,nd lie had been able to spend considerable 
purpose in evolving these records was to \ /Pe ,in .tkis V laf e' bad however been 
show the skill, time and effort a Social f u gf Suia the construc-
Education Organiser employed in his n 0 1 e scb°°* > this had been instituted at
work, which otherwise is difficult to £  th ^ v  ^  PE° ;  f° r a !eadermeasure and see” 1 ln the Youth League at the VLW s headquar-measure ana see. ters {q jntroduce me {Q some q{ lhg persQ4ns jn

--------- ---------- -----------------------------—......I Madpur and kept in mind that this was a
W ip e r ,  is situated on B.T. Road about 5 Vi" a8" 1 W°UW,ike WOrk 

miles oft the main road on the banks of a When the village school foundation stone 
river. J his village consists of two main groups, was to be laid some of the village leaders 
Rajputs and Tribals. The land near the village whom I had met called on me to ask me to 
is very good but it is not being properly used. attend the function. I expressed my regret at 
The population of 600 persons"live in about 80 beinS unable to attend but assured them that 
houses. Most of the villagers own some land 1 would visit in the near future, 
but instead of cultivating it themselves thev TT„fu.., t l  . . it
prefer to employ labourers to do the work imahi Ultimately due to other duties 1 was 
i  ... 1T . K’ unable to visit the village immediately. How-
lnit,al impressions ever my headquarters were shifted to a nearby

My first contact with Madpur was on village which was a central market place for 
March 3, when I rode through the villagers to visit, so that was I able to maintain

"-------------- _ some contact with them. A marriage partv
"Name disguised. from Madpur also spent some time in the
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village where ray headquarters were located Completing the house to house survey took 
and there were a number of informal contacts, two days. As wc met each young man we
Throughout these informal meetings the talked with him about the role of the youth of
villagers became more and more eager for me the village, about the need to develop the 
to visit them in their homes. creativity of youth, how their greater education
_ ... . . could be put to use and how their village was
Deciding the Approach lagging behind other villages in the area.

In the month of June this village was „  . , •
assigned to me as a special project and I first , during th.s period we were able to bring
visited the village on June 1st. The VLW and tof ther. * " umber of young men and an
I then consulted on how best to begin the informal leader was selected The group
work. We decided that it was probably impos- decided they wished to complete the project of
sible to bring all the villagers together for a re' buiI?ing th« ?tre« swan<l  *'bfaU hCS T
general discussion and agreed to begin a house contact me and the VLW about the day they
to house contact. Since interest in the buildina W1.shef  ‘°. ‘art the pro{ectf They felt hat
of the school did not seem to be wide spread s?ho?1 bulldinS was not of P "mary interest at
we decided not to work on this particular pro- ie ime'
ject at this time. We agreed that we would Next Visit 
attempt to work with the village young people
since it was difficult for the older people to On 20th July the PEO and I visited the 
meet together due to their feelings about caste village to check on the progress of the school
and local quarrels related to the money building. The villagers had promised to con-
lenders. tribute a certain amount of labour but had not

. done so. Work on the school was far behind
VVor.i. Begins schedule. On this occasion all men of the

Therefore on the 26th and 27th of June a village simply disappeared and although the 
house to house convass was made. As we PEO and I waited for an hour they did not
visited each house we talked with the young men return. In discussing this situation with the
about forming an organization of the youth of PEO I learned that the school project had 
the village. Many of them assured us they were keen supported primarily by a few of the older
interested in the development of their village rnen 'n the village and that they had been
but were concerned over the reaction and atti- unsuccessful in involving the interest of the 
tudes of the older persons in the village. The bulk of the village.
VLW and I assured them of our interest and Road Work Starjs 
support emphasizing that when we were needed
in the village we would come. On 29th July, the VLW and I went to the

. , , , „ , village, having been notified that the work
We also learned that some of the more would be started that day. About 20 young

enthusiastic villagers had started to work on men of the yL  and a fevv children joined in the
repairing the approach road to the village and work of repairing the streets which were in 
ffie entrance was in quite good condition, extremely bad condition; they were so pitted 
They had then wished to go ahead and repair with ruts and holes that it was impossible for 
the village streets However they had been even a man to walk down them safely much 
blocked in this endeavour because of the pre- . s a bullock cart, 
sence of many old ruined buildings which
needed to be removed before the streets could When it was necessary to remove old ruins,
be fixed. The village elders had refused to let we simply went ahead and tore them down;
tbe youngmenremovethe.se buildings for a there was no opposition to this from the older 
variety of reasons : some felt there might be men. We learned later that one of the villagers 
money in the walls, which if found, who had objected the most strongly was out of 
would turned over to the government; some the village that day. While we worked a num- 
persons who owned some of the ruins felt they ber of people stood around and ridiculed our 
might want to use them ‘‘SOMEDAY”; and work and the whole idea. We completed about 
finally some of the old buildings were used as 50 feet of road and ended our work with a few 
latrines. minutes of group songs.
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Lesson on Planning greet me. I was accompanied by the CSEO
On 7 August I arrived at the village about ?£? „vve. al1 went round the village to see 

7:C0 P.M. as part of my regular tour pro- u e,W rePaired streets, and to decide 
gramme. I found that the VLW had been ^ here t0 start the work next. We also talked 
successful in setting up a Ramayan group com- . e use and construction of a soakpit and 
posed mostly of young men who had also been L-d. a Vn°al and u was thought the former 
interested in the Y.L. might be the next project after completion of

the street repair. At night all members of the 
The two of us spent some time filling in the YL gathered and we talked of the Ramayan, 

family cards (cards which show size of family, caste and religion. A couple of the older men 
amount of land etc.) talking with the partici- joined the group, 
pants about how to use these cards for plan- T(lo , , ,
ning, budgeting, etc. This became a topic of day ,a lar§e group worked for
discussion for our group. Later the Ramayan ab 7A ho~rs and so,me 600,feet of streets were 
group gave a performance. repaned. One elderly man became upset when

we wanted to topple down a particular ruin 
Village Attitude Changes but 1 talked with him, explaining our work,

The next morning work was continued on Pointing out the repaired streets, emphasizing 
the streets ; 30 young men went from house to that no one had objected; he felt apologetic 
house collecting tools and then met in front of j.or tals resistance and joined in the work for 
the leader’s house. We worked until 1:00 P.M.  ̂ hours.
completing about 100 feet. Today some of the We left the village the next morning • as 
persons who had previously ridiculed us sent the VLW had hurt his foot the villagers2 p ro  
then own sons to take part in the work. We vided us with a bullock cart to take us to the
a 3PS dp°M UnCh 3nd th6n Start£d W° rk agam n.ext village (a Practice which later was con­

tinued on all my subsequent village visits).
Some felt that participation after lunch in ., 0 . , T . . . . ,

might be less, but on the contrary the number September I again visited the
of workers increased to about 50. We worked Vl|l3ge and a similar work piogramme was 
until 7:30 P.M.. completing 300 feet of repairs. carned out'
Some of the families spontaneously brought u  ... r, 
grams to be distributed after the work was Handling Rumours
over. On 13 September the YL members con-

During the evening we conversed with the !,aCted “ e aSking me t0 COmea ‘° thetYil!age

S  S a it ,  5 WWE f f S S  H P r *

men walked with us for a distance. We took !nsistln§ ^ iat thlsL n°ney would come from 
this opportunity to tell them about using alum mcreased taXCS> The wh°le V,llage Was Upset’ 
for purifying the river water which they use The YL arranged a meeting of the total 
for drinking purposes. village about (one member from each family
Spread of Effects came) and I gave them assurance that the

1 e rumour was false and explained more the CD
On the 3th ot August several of the villagers projects, I also spent time talking with the 

contacted me tor information regarding the YL about ways of strengthening their organi- 
castration of cattle and I arranged for the agri- zation. 
cultural expert to visit them. They had con­
tacted me rather than the VLW feeling that They raised for discussion the problem of
perhaps my higher position would get things crop-lifting and decided to collect money from
accomplished more quickly. all houses to purchase torches and a bugle for

sounding an alaim ; they would hire 4 guards 
On 27th August I again visited the and also rotate among themselves as volunteer

village and found the YL members waiting to guards, Three whistles would be the signal
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to assemble. This plan was later carried out (6) The approach was carefully planned.
and the guard system put into effect. On the basis of what they knew about the

r\ tu ir.u c- . i. .1 nrA  j i_ village, the workers decided against a meet-On the 16th September the PEO and the • „ * ’A • fo„„. ,t c . , , , . wg and in ravor ot a house-to-house survey.Information Director contacted me explain- v. u j. . . , Cl s ., 1 heir approach was not routine or haphazard
YL S  lhe v I L T  We wewlo ( h e 'v i , 4  £  ™  * “ «■  »  «
gether and I gave 3 long whistles. In about 15 .
minutes the young men as well as many older '■') ^*le suri(ey was planned to give maxi- 
people of the village collected and were most murp benefits. It combined several purposes: 
enthusiastic about the project. I remembered getting acquainted, finding out what the peo- 
the day when I had been unable to get two P e thought, planting ideas. It, too, was not 
or three people to meet together. routine or impersoial. It was carefully

planned to advance work in this particular 
village.

DISCUSSION
(8) The worker responded when villagers 

Several points are worth noting in this came to him for help. All his prior efforts 
month’s case study : had been directed to ward getting the villagers

(1) The author did not work alone, but take initiative toward village improvement.
consulted and worked with other officers. the' r ,farly Stf ^toward initiative and self-reliance, he may kill

(2) The worker was not discouraged by a their growth. This worker further nurtures
poor start (the school project from which their initiative and self-confidance by helping 
everyone disappeared). as they ass.

(3) The workers were not discouraged by (9) The project was chosen by the villa-
ridicule and small participation at the beginn- gers. It was a “ felt need.” The first success- 
ing. ful project was the road where the officers

. lent help and support on a project already
(4) Work started with young people. started by the villagers themselves.

(5) The workers took the initiative in , . n.
tearing down old buildings, not waiting for , <10> Wfe can Iook at tbls as a Sltuatl0n of
permission. They left it to the villagers to balanced forces, some for progress, some
object if they wanted. In other words, they aPa,nst‘ I he SE0 s statas and encouragement 
did not make their activity dependent on give enough extra weight to let the progressive 
action by the villagers (the giving of permis- forces move ahead. The against forces are Si0r;) \ o o stIU tjjerei though, and cannot be forgotten.

They come out in the open with the man who 
This could have back-fired and caused had to be convinced about the road. They 

trouble for the workers. The author’s status show themselves more subtly in the rumours,
may have helped gain acceptance from the These fears and resistances must be expected
villagers. The surest way to know how far and handled as they arise, 
they could go was to test the limits—exactly
what the author did. He undoubtedly had (11) The workers did not start with a 
some feeling which helped guide this deci- speech. They started where the people
sion. were. “ Where the people were” was with

The villagers had objected to tearing down a ™?d rtbat, bad|y nj?cded. bu,t. could 
the old buildings when the project was first not be fin'shed because of factionalism and 
proposed. Mow they have had time to get resif ,ance t0 change. That the workers 
used  to ihe idea could reduce factionalism rather than

sharpen it is to their credit—-and reflects 
After the roads w-ere well along, pride in human relations skills that cannot be com­

aê  uiiipiislunent undoubtedly helped counteract municated by words but must be seen to be 
feelings about tearing dowm the buildings. understood. [Ed.]
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Here is some lighthearted spoofing from  
an old friend. True? He swears it is.

STUDY TODD!
By Detective

THIS is the true story of a group of develop- mean is to study human nature, the culture 
ment workers who achieved peace and and the traditions of the people of this great 
happiness through joint effort. land and not paying visits to institutions

Though an S.E.O. of a high order, I am a % at
professional trainee. I mean I am selected for StThy ' ?.hank God for ^ . ldea of
every training that is and despatched there pa Pattf » f  training ,s the same
post haste. This suits me very well, mostly J  ti a e syllabus, same rules and 
because, after spending sometime at the train- f ^ U o n , ,  same type of field work, same 
ing centre, I am asked to start on a grand *ypfs • tea<?heri -  In ,?hort’ one ,trainirjS 
sight seeing expedition. S °entre 1S “ uch the rePllca of another. Is

T , T , , , there anything new or different which I have
Lest I may be misunderstood, I wish to to study ? But if there are subtle differences I 

make myself clear. I know my papers and can’t study them in the 2 hours in which I am 
my unimaginative supervisor insist that it is a taken round the campus or to a village 
study tour. But it can’t be. I have ‘to do’ e
so many institutions, both official and non- T .. . . ,
official, in about 2 hours. Can anybody on 1 stick to the spirit of the programme,
the earth study the purpose, the organisation, . d mir?d y0*1 1 am more than right in do- 
the approach, the achievements and the what, , in^ .S(?' °ut , , supervisor, a stickler for
why and how of an institution, worth the aws’ s. s to the dead impressions that the 
name, in 2 hours ? Of course I come to know fyP<rwnter has made on the paper. The tussle 
its date of foundation, its main activities and begins.
sources of income. But that I can know Recently 15 of us came to Lucknow on a 
through their literature available at the training ‘study tour’. The supervisor wanted us to 
centre itself ! ‘study’ several institutions in 2£ days—-the

No, a Government of the people bv the P®r'od °* the tour. A responsible and con- 
people, for the people, can’t be so callous as sciMtious de.v^ °P mfnt worker, I wanted to 
to decide to waste public funds by despatching , i ow spint 1 ie Programme. So I laid 
a band of 15 of us to tour 1000 miles just for , ° ^  j  a yery . sound proposal that we 
that. should study the city of Lucknow and the

, . nearby towns as a whole instead of confining
Obviously by study tour what they ourselves to visiting a few institutions.
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With great deliberation all (be 15 ofus bad It was a brilliant study tour programme, 
cha Iked out the following programme for the We had used creativity and imagination to
21 dayS ; " draw it up. The culmination came in the

initiative and resourcefulness we had to show 
PROGRAMME to enable the supervisor to see the beauty of it.

18 7 6. He insisted on adding a few more institutions
„„„ „ ,.  , , . to the list. As my colleagues and I were

J firmly convinced of the soundness of our joint
9.30— 10.00 Preparation to get in the pick-up. effort, we naturally resisted.

10.00— 11.00 Courtesy visit to O.T.C. training „  , . 1 4 __Fortunately every Government servant centre **
ll 0 0 -  1.00 Study of people’s behaviour in wants quick promotion and is mortally afraid

the famous meeting place of of his supervisor, who is the standard bearer 
Aminabad. of a democratic Government in a socialistic
T , . . pattern of society. We knew this real and felt1.00— 3.00 Lunch and rest. * J

need of the supervisor as we were ourselves
3.00— 3.30 Visit to the C.D. Block to study. . . , , . . • Government servants,the bases of psychological resis­

tance to the acceptance to improv- „  .
ed practices. Being 3 homogeneous group we at once

agreed on a joint approach. The approach
3 30— 5 30 Tea and comparing notes. . , . , . . .was simple, but it worked. We told him point
5.30— Onwards Individual programmes. blank that we were not satisfied with his
19-7-61 leadership and his way of handling us, and
9 00— 10 00 I" Repeat the programme of 18-6-61 we were going to start a whispering

J campaign loud enough to reach the ears of the
10.00— 11.00 Visit to Research Action Centre bosses at New Delhi.

to study their organisational set­
up, Rural Youth programmes, xhe supervisor being a very wise man 
and Gobar Gass Plant. shivered in his shoes. He knew that if the

11.00— Onwards One team departs to study the news reaches Delhi, he will be at once charged
Sadhu Samaj Society at Varanashi with being ««a poor ]eader of men” and “ a bad
and the other to study people’s „ , ,, „. . .  . . .  , , master-handler .participation in having ‘ashnan
at the Sangham, Parayag. , , ,

He also knew that the avowed purpose
20'7"61 w , of the training centre he belongs to was to9.30— 1.00 Visit to the famous cultural centre °  .

Hazratganj and study of historical ‘ ‘Pr0Vlde leaders and master-handlers for Asia 
places e.g. Imambara Asafud and Africa, and if luck favours for Europe,
Daula, Zoological Gardens, Mon- too”. Naturally, our subtle compaign could 
key Bridge, Mayfare Cinema make things very hot for him in such a temple
House, National Botanical Garden of learning. So he gladly agreed, 
and Chaudhari Sweet House.

1.00— 3.00 Lunch and rest. Thus everybody became happy and lived in
3.00— Departure for Srinagar. peace.
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T r o n i c  T? P \7 "H a w  ^ear m U.S. In “Television Teaching
U O IM V  J A C V l t lW  Today” , Mr. Cassirer provides close-ups of

several ways in which these courses are being 
Television Teaching Today, by Henry R. brought into classrooms. At one end is a 
Cassirer, Unesco, Place de Fontenoy, Paris 7e, $2,000,000 closed-circuit television network
Price: $3.00; (paper cover), $4.00; (bound), (that is, one in which programmes are trans-

WHAT does Johnny learn in a television by cable or micro-wave and cannot be
classroom ? received by the general public) covering a city

school system. At the opposite pole is the 
Is it the greatest opportunity for the ad- dentistry school professor who televises a 

vancment of education since the invention of course with an investment of $2,000. 
moveable type ? Or is it a deceptive shortcut Setting aside the controversy over its 
which may tempt penny-pinching authorities defects and viitues, educational television has 
to replace teachers with electronic gadgets— proven to be far less expensive than the layman 
and to replace learning with entertainment  ̂ rnight think. A low-power station (with a

. range of 14 miles) can be installed for as little t here you have two extremes among the as $50 000. 
conflicting viewpoints about television as a ’ ' .
tool for education. No one yet knows the Kassil er illustrates how educators must
answers. But the factors behind the questions draw a careful line between the dull pro- 
are thoroughly dissected in Mr. Cassirer’s gramme which creates no interest and the 
book. entertaining programme which distracts all

interest
“Television Teaching Today” is Mr. In the U.S., “ Teaching Television Today” 

Sm «nH Si?aH °- V ^ w  S, i' t ' h J rf s’ concludes that educational television has made
up edu».iouai0,=VvUira°ta c'oiu SSJ X o l T u t a  ‘i n 'v ^ e , ”s,ti° sS' COd°dMy
(prindpa", ,he United Siaiee of America)
where it has come into everyday use. Its particularly by illustrating new methods
? h n i t i e!!LLn' •Ca>fSlrer’ a survey But, warns the author “ television is not
■  ̂ aV S1°-D 1Sc eiDg 6n 1Si 6A ^  £<̂ iLat?rS merely a substitute for traditional ways of
Hn l ° S , AmeriCaV?nUr0pe *Sd Asm- He a*so teaching it is a medium with its own psycho-

form of teaching”has genemed. ”  “  ' “S “ W of ! i ‘S £ ’£ £  ™ h * “
He makes it quite obvious that educational in subsequent chapters, Mr. Cassirer 

television is here to stay. As Mr. Vittormo reviews the history of educational television in 
Veionese, Unesco s Director-General, points Canada, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, 
out m a preface to the book^ educators every- the Soviet Union and Japan. Approaches 
11 om ^  faCud T  k ,the , hallenSe ° f a rapid- taken vary as much as the enucational systems 
L Sn T f 8 SCho° l and C0llegu P°Pu,at1011 and of these countries themselves, but television

the need for a new approach to the content has taken a firm foothold there as well. In
a d methods of teaching’ . 1959, for example, there were 3,000 schools in

The past decade’s alarming increase in the France and 10,000 schools in Japan equipped
shortage of teachers, classrooms andeduca- with television sets.
tional facilities has been paralleled by a This is probably only the beginning. 
^  ™ l1DCleaSe in,tae uie og television. In Newly-independent countries are now building 

the 1950 s, the number of countries telecast- systems of education often on new foundations, 
ing programmes rose -iom five to 50. Jhe Educational television, in which one teacher 
uuaij?®r ° f  telev*si°n s^ s went from 4.500.000 can reach thousands of pupils, is a valuable
to 85 ,000,000. asset and one that certainly should not be

A highly conservative source has estimated overlooked. But, as Mr. Cassirer brings out,
that half a million school pupils and college it must be handled with care, 
students were taking televised courses last (UNESCO)
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To Think Aboyf—

Words Fall Short
COME things can be communicated by words. Englishman says ‘‘Bonnet ” The American 
O  Some cannot. As educators, one of our says Hood. Both mean t P ,

first jobs is to know what can and what automobile winch can be lifted to expose the
cannot be communicated by words. ™otor- To the same c0!!^.pt ls P 'Both have had experience lifting up bonnet-

How do words communicate ? Where do hoods. The concept would be there even 
they get their meaning ? Their meaning comes though there were no words for it. But if we 
from experience. A word stands for some- have never seen an automobile and a bonnet- 
thing. We hear the word and see the thing it hood, there will be no concept of it in our 
stands for. We try the word. If we are mjnds.
wrong, we are corrected—with laughter when In teaching with words, the educator has a 
we are little, with derision when we get a little doubje chance t0 fail. (1) Experience may be 
older. “ That’s not a calf, silly, that s a jaching, so that the concept has never formed, 
goat !” Soon we learn to know what is word can be learned, but it carries with it
“calf and what is 'not-calf . no reaj meaning. (2) The person may have

We have only to study a foreign language the concept in his mind, but may not connect
to realize how meaningless words are until it with the word used. Thus an Amencan
hearing each word in a variety of associations hearing an Englishman speak of “bonnet will
begins to give it meaning. We can understand look about for a little girl in a soft frilly hat.
this quite readily. (Although young teachers He knows full well what a “hood is, but to
often find their patience tested by the number him, whoever would call it a “bonnet .
of times a new word must be experienced (Indian women do not wear bonnets. Can 
before it takes on meaning.) you tell what a bonnet is from the verbal

, , , . description “ soft, frilly hat” ? One needs to
The translation method was often used in gee and feej a honnet to know really what it

*ke P,nSt‘ c Hlr di! sPea,ke/ s tkus is. That is, one needs experience with
that the English word for mez is table . bonnets Moreover, one needs to see various
When we teach by the direct method, we are b A hat is not really a bonnet,
struck even more strongly by the need for tri
repeated associations between the word and DOr 1S a ^onnet c ‘ , ■ . re bonnets
the thing it stands for. “ This is a table.” enough bonnets to know, aor ?
(pointing). “ Go to the table.” “Put the and which are not-bonnets but hats or turbans
book on the table.” Many times in different or otkiei lyPes ^ea 8e<
ways the word is used. Each time the learner So you have two chances to fail to corn- 
associates the word with the thing it stands municate if you teach with words. There are
for. Gradually the word automatically brings many reasons why you may not get the
an image to our minds. response you want even when your com-

muncation has been perfect. But genuine

BUT this is not a direct parallel to oncepl communication is the first step. People must
formation. Instead, in learning a new ™ * ° UC■ u-?■t ^ ° Ut‘
language, we merely learn to attach a 1 J  f  Posslb*hty of learning. T ei is no

new word to a concept already in our minds. c‘ an e c*ian§ed behaviour.
In our mind already was a picture of tables ^  c A T . . . . , ,
and things-that-are-not-tables. R  EAL communication requires that both of

you know what you are talking about. 
The speaker may have to try two or three The word must mean the same thing to

words before he finds one that coincides with both of you. Only if you have both had the 
the concept in our minds. For example, the same experience can you be sure the word
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carries the same meaning for both of you. as it would happen on the job. Word 
One of the educator’s biggest weaknesses is to descriptions leave each person with his own 
assume that the learner has had the same idea of what went on. With role playing 
experience the educator has had. everyone sees the same thing.

There are ways to avoid the pitfalls of One could not imagine trying to teach
communicating through words. How ? You another to swim or drive a car by merely
can teach through real experience. The telling him how. Nor will even a demonstra-
demonstration method is one such way. Tours tion serve. Only with personal experience can
to work in progress is another way. the person learn.

Product exhibits also let people form their Yet in other fields, often far more corn- 
concepts through direct experience. People plicated and difficult than swimming or driv-
see and feel the real thing. (An exhibit with ing, we expect people to perform with no
pictures only is a poor second best. An exhibit more than verbal instructions, 
with words only is often a waste of time and Whether your work is teaching adults, 
money. Pictures demand at least a minimum staff development, supervisory management, 
of background experience for interpretation.) or leadership training—how do you teach?

Why is role playing popular in training Do you teach through words or experience ?
teachers and supervisors ? One reason is, it Do you make sure you use only words known
provide, common experience for analysis and to the other person ? Do you use words that
discussion. A situation can be acted out just demand experience the learners have not had ?

Dr. Rol-y Kidd, Canada ; D:. K. L. Shrimali, Union Education Minister ; Dr. M. S. Mehta. IAEA President 
and Slid R. M. Chctsjftgh, Vice President, IAEA, pose before the Canada Room in Shaiiq Memorial Building 
at the reception for delegates to the International Conference on Adult Education
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. 2 A i « Association under the guidance of Shri Dbarm
s e i m n a i  / u i n o u n c e m e n i b  vir< Shri N R Gupta> Shri v .b . Mahajan and

The Seminar at Coimbatore will begin Shri K.L. Gandhi served on the Advisory 
promptly at 9 : 30 a.m. on September 27. Committee for the course.
Seminar participants should <nform B. Eighteen trainees completed the course. 
Krishnamoorthy as to time of their arrival, so Five of these were deputed by the Directorate 
that arrangements can be made for meeting of Education. Thirteen trainees were employ- 
everyone. Write : ed part or full-time.

Shri B. Krishnamoorthy, Principal Lectures, demonstrations, discussions and
P. S. G. School of Social Work, P. O. field work were used in the training course.
Peelamedu, Coimbatore, Madras State. More than 29 Indian and foreign experts
Please bring your own bedroll and your served as guest lecturers.

own mosquito net, also, if you want one. --------
J hose who plan to go on the trip to Ooty may jjigher Secondary Course
want to bring some warm clothing. You may „  . . , . , .
not need it, but Ooty can be chilly in the Twenty eight women are enrolled in a

J condensed course for preparing adu t women
mornings and evenings. for hjgher secondary examinations. The
n r  <on n/r r t •. , „„ course started July 17 in Shafiq MemorialP L. 480 Money for Literacy House Building. The indfan AdllIt Education Asso-

Literacy House at Lucknow has recently ciation is conducting the course under a grant 
received s 151,000 in rupees from the United from the Central Social Welfare Board. Train- 
States under Public Law 480. The money is ed teachers have been employed, 
expected to help with the School of Writing The course will ]ast tw0 years. The women 
for New Literates. A Fulbright exchange wjj0 complete the course vvi 11 be qualified to 
lecturer is now at Literacy House helping with apply for work as gram sevikas and other 
the project. positions. Women’s positions in the develop-

. . . ment programme are often unfilled at present
Sarva Seva Sangh in Panchayati Raj because of the shortage of qualified workers.

Measures aimed at helping Sarvodaya Orher training courses for women arc also 
workers play a more effective role in Pan- planned. It is planned to organize week-end
chayti Raj were discussed at a meeting bet- courses for women where information about
ween the Ministry of Community Development the rights and responsibilities of citizenship 
& Cooperation and the Akhil Bharat Sarva will be imparted. The Association also hopes 
Seva Sangh in New Delhi August 24. to organize courses for women on home

The meeting reaffirmed the objectives and decoration, child welfare and other allied 
methods of coordination between Community subjects.
Development and Gramdan movement. Minis- --------
ter S.K Dey stated that the experience of Building Fund Donations
Panchayati Raj in a number of States has The following donations have been received
shown that nothing is more important than during the month for the building fund or for
the programme of education and orientation Tagore Hall (auditorium) :
in regard to the rights and obligations of the '‘Adult Education Association
people, their rejrresentatives and Government of the United States —§50.
servants under the new set-up. The educa- Dr. Roby Kidd of Canada —Rs. 50/-.'
t onal programme was of the greatest impor- Asian Trade Union
tance for ensuring equity and fair play in the ^College, Calcutta —Rs. 700/-.
new statutory institutions. Shrimati Bimla Dutta — Rs. 1,020/-.

. --------  For Tagore Hall
I raining Course Ends Mohatta & Co. New Delhi —Rs. 100/-.

On August 17 the closing function was held Orient Central Industries 
for the second Training Course on Social Ltd., Calcutta —-Rs. 100/-.
Education in Urban Areas and Worker’s Edu- Dr. T.A. Koshy —Rs 50/-.
cation The three-month training course was Shri A. Basu, New Delhi —Rs. 10/-.
conducted by the Indian Adult Education Shri K.K. Banerjee, New D elh i.......Rs. 10/-,
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W o rk in g  P a per

T w e l f t h  N a t i o n a l  S e m in a r  on

Social Education and Democratic 
Decentralization

INTRODUCTION

‘ ^D.d October, 1959, the Panchayat and the local bodies and its various Com-
C-/ Samiti and Zilla Parishad Act became mittees, etc. How can social education achieve 

operative in Rajasthan. The act provides this objective is a question which could also 
for statutory institutions at the village, block be discussed in this Seminar, 
and district levels, devolves on them appro- The imp0rtance of local self-government 
priate power and authonty and provides for has long been recognised in India. Demands 

lem argei souices oi revenue so that they have been consistently made over many 
may '-c°n^ effective units of democratic decades for giving more powers to local 
structure. The example of Rajasthan was bodies. However, under foreign rule they 
ollowed by other States. In the near future could at best only develop as agencies of the 

all the States are expected to pass legislation foreign ruling power, always looking to it for 
providing for devolution of powers whether at support. Such local bodies could hardly earn 
the district level or at the block level. While any status in the estimation of the people, 
j-ir £en?5a pattern is being adopted by Independence provided the setting in which 
different States, there is considerable difference local self-governing bodies could develop as 
in (0 the nature of functions assigned to the the basic units of democratic structure and 
local bodies; (n) the composition of such socio-economic development.

n f  The credit for making a systematic study man, (in) the resources assigned; and (iv» the , ir . c T> , \
external control exercised or proposed to be p • m 3, self-governi” ent 8°es t0 balwant 
exercised by the State Governments Rai Mehta team for the study of Community

_. ' Projects and National Extension Services. The
llie need for creation of local bodies is team found that one of the least successful 

now fully appreciated. It is, therefore, for aspects of CD and NES was its attempt to 
consideiation whether it is necessary to go evoke popular initiative. The team rccom- 
in o the causes which led to the decision for mended the replacement of existing local 
reation of these bodies. institutions by vigorous elected statutory

Another question which may be posed for institutions to take charge of all aspects of 
iscussion is “ How can Panchayati Raj development work in rural areas, equipped 

accelerate the process of social education for with necessary execution machinery and in 
ommunity cohesion and village solidarity ?” possession of adequate resources. The team 

The need for • . " pleaded for devolution of power to these insti-
fully realised but Response hLTeithe^been tutions set UP democratically, 
spontaneous nor encouraging Greater aware The teara Poillted out tlie significant 
ness has to be created^ The ouesiion how difference between delegation of authority and 
can social education help create the .irw for decentralisation. In their words : “ The former 
training in the non-official could ']  think he does not divest the Government of the ulii- 
tisefully discussed in this Seminar. ’ mate responsibility for the action of the

Social m oio ' authority to whom power is delegated: this
standing of thVtl0n|S 10f rm r°  fC,reat.e under' authority is under the control of the Govern- 
the role of th - r<lie ° , d,^efe(? *oca! bodies, ment and it is in every way subordinate to it.

officials and the non-officials Decentralization on the other hand is a pro-
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cess whereby the Government divests itself powerful instrument not only in the political 
compktelv of certain duties and responsibili- but also in the social and economic fields, 
des and devolves them on to some other Social Education has an obvious interest 
authority”. By democratic decentralization in the revolutionary change envisaged through
we understand'the devolution (and not dele- the introduction of s'ame^obiectives
gation) of authority, duties and responsibilities Education is'^spired1 by th a Jectl^ s
related to local government and covering all which Panchayati Raj seeKs to achieve, 
asoects of development, to the statutory Both aim to build up self-reliant commum- 
institutiensestablished democratically. . ties. solving the'r Prob'ems; on| their own 

The Mehta Team urged democratic initiative and resouices. Both aim to create 
decentralization as a measure to stimulate a citizenry which is conscious of its rig 
S a r  initiative for local development. How- and duties and takes an ac ive and intelligent 
ever democratic decentralization was also interest in the Government of the locality, 
deemed S a b l e  from the point of view of While Panchayati Raj provides the statutory 

£  a democratic structure. The words and administrative framework, Social Educa- 
democraUc decentralization came to be re- tion seeks to strengthen and use the process of 
placed b y ‘‘Panchayati Raj” , It was pointed Education for the realisation of the common

0bj|o S 'E d u c a t io n ,  is concerned with all 
S  in Village communities. Local elected aspects of Me where improvement.s possible 
institutions should perform all the functions through the process of education. Under 
appropriate to community living. Only those Community Development, Social Education 
functions should be left to the high-level has been laying emphasis on education to 
units* of democratic structure which could be understand and deal with the problems of the 
better handled by them. In this way of community on cooperative basis. Its pro- 
thinking there is no question of decentralisa- gramme ot education-in-citizenship is directed

^ i o S T - i S r s S  « ■ » »  &

r ^ ' S S ' i l i S S i  R a r ,,0”S' may "  opportunities S^cia^ Education i 2
C Panchayati Raj has been characterised as of contributing to the success of this 

the binoest revolution one can imagine, silent revo.ution and make suggestions and 
Pandit c= Jawaharlal Nehru has said: recommendations which may help organisation
“Panchayati Raj is becoming a solid founda- of action to achieve the objectives in a syste- 
tion of democracy in the country and a matic fashion.

BASIC QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

/. Concepts,Objectives a n d  R e la t io n -  t ^ S ' i n t i  X l d y ' S !
sh ip s  : . Panchayats and the report of the working

1. What is (he meaning of Democratic groUp on panchayats set up by the Ministry of
Decentralisation” and “Panchayati Community Development. Newspaper reports 
Raj” ? 4. D .„ are an excellent source of valuable data.

2. What are f t .  oJMcr n. *' » f It has beeh widely said thal Pauchayali Raj

'' ' v&zxrjz r r s s  •srpj-r'sa
Fd„4 tkrn •' ’ The learn thought they were taking lull advan-

T he“ r aT w  studies which throw ligh t tage o f this transfer of power. The .cam found

°rV  V S '  among E m K S S  j “ gh« ,ha,'democratic decentralisation
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had a beneficial effect in dealing with corrup- 77. Educational Needs under Panchayati 
tion and administration. ■

The above factor is reported to have helped j. What is the importance of literacy as a 
edneat on. The Avard team found schoo tea- programme of Social Education under
chers showing better attendance at schools as p f)nrhavQH R • 7
sarpanchas keep an eye on them, The Raghu-  ̂ •*
bir Sahai study team found that attendance at It has been widely felt that literacy is an 
primary schools has increased. In some places essential condition of intelligent interest in
teachers had been asked to reduce an hour of community life. Literacy has often been 
their duty in schools to take up adult educa- compared to the sixth sense. It opens up the 
tion classes in its place. The team thought vast rich field of education and development, 
that this alongwith other inducements had Illiteracy generates an inferiority complex and 
added to the tempo of adult education. leads to low social status. It, therefore, milita-

' In their study on  Panchayats, PEO found I f  s°ciaA  'S ' j g A "
that Panchayat membership and particularly ceusis h s s h o w n te i
presidentship tended to be concentrated in a chayatl KaJ ' -nhetl ce  nsus has shown that
small privileged class oflandholders from the our progreaS inT,the fidd °nneracy has been 
higher castes. The low-caste landless labourers ve7  ^ a g re . The problem of illiteracy re- 
have very little representation. Evidence has mams as formidable as it was ever before. The 
also been forthcoming that at least in the initial s^ 'n a r  may discuss he importance which 
stages Panchayati Raj accentuates rivalries, to hteracy scheraes under
factions, casteism and class conflicts. People Social Educatl0n' 
find in elected offices a good opportunity to « . r , ..
ventilate and exploit differences based on 2’ What is the importance of educat,on-,n- 
familv fends caste or class Elections tend to citizenship, as a programme of Social
S p e c i a l  h a , m o " , c r e a S S o S s a n d  Ed“ra,i“" ""t o  Rai !
conflicts. This factor may adversely affect It has often been argued that people are 
Social Education. While groups in power may not merely to be made literate but they have 
be enthusiastic about Social Education, those also to be provided educational facilities to 
in opposition may have no interest in the understand the significance of Panchayati Raj 
schemes promoted by the Panchayat Samities. and their rights and duties under its frame work.

The Avard team found that the transfer of tTbe saccef tof Panchayati Raj depends upon 
responsibilities for development work in the • ie extent 1° which gram sabhas take active 
Block from the BDO to “ Pradhan” has result- in,erfest ‘n V1 lage administration and develop­
ed in a mild tussle for power between the I112111- Constant and consistent efforts have to 
Pradhan as representing the people and the be made t0 use different educational media 
Vikas Adhikari (BDO) and the staff under him. to geiiera e enthusiasm for the discussion of
Panchayati Raj involves problems of adjust- I  pr?bIe™S' .Pf,opI® tiav,e alf°  t0
ment. Lack of understanding may result in helped to develop the skills of conducting and 
Block staff losing interest and initiative in part.,cipating in group discussions. The 
development work. This may adversely affect seminar may discuss the importance of this 
Social Education. type of informal education, as a social educa­

tion activity.

4. What may he the role of Social Educa- 3. Should education in Community Organi- 
tion^in e ramework of Panchayati sation be emphasized as an important

" activity under Social Education ?
It has been said that the role of Social Panchayati Raj provides the structure of 

Education is to provide facilities and oppor- statutory political institution. It has often 
tunities to the people to educate themselves to been suggested that the net-work needs to be 
understand and solve community problems, strengthened by establishing, promoting and 
The seminar may discuss this role in the con- invigorating associate organizations like youth 
text of Panchayati Raj. clubs, children’s clubs, women’s clubs, bha jau
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and drama mandalis and such other functional lopment work may well be expected to
groups. Education in community organiza- increase. Since the local programme of deve-
tion is necessary if these organisations are to lopment will be framed and executed by local
function in the proper manner. Well organiz- institutions, they will have a stake in their
ed groups and associate organizations also success. A big programme of mass education
throw up leadership which alone can make will be needed to energise the people. Exten-
a success of Panchayati Raj. The Seminar sive use of educational aids like rural stage,
may discuss the importance to be attached audio-visual aids, radio forums, bulletins, wall
to education in community organization. boards, information centres, group discussions,

debates and symposia, will go a long way in (
4. Can Social Education take up educa- creating a wide understanding of the proposed

cation for community cohesion ? change. The Seminar may discuss whether
, , , ., , , Social Education with its specialisation in the

We have seen above that evidence has been media of communication can help in the task 
forthcoming to show that rivalries, factions, 0p educa ting the people for Community Deve- 
casteism and class conflicts have the tendency ]0pment. 
to be accentuated with the holding of panchayat F
elections. The Seminar may discuss whether 7_ What can be the contribution of Social 
Social Education could be used as an antidote Education for education in national
to the venom of the forces of social disintegra- integration ?
tion along lines of family feuds, caste, class or &
political creed.) If has been stated that while local people

should deal with their local problems, care has
5. Can Social Education assist in the to be taken so that they do not develop

training of the office bearers of the parochial outlook limited to the narrow local 
statutory institutions ? boundaries. Consideration of caste, class,

religion, language and locality should not 
The elected panches and other office deter them from their duty to the nation. The 

bearers not only need to know the rules and Seminar may discuss how national outlook 
procedures of Panchayati Raj but have also to may be engendered and what contribution 
be trained in the problem solving process. The Social Education can make in this, 
responsibility for local development now rests
on them. They should be trained to locate g Are there any other educational require- 
the felt needs, assess the resources, appreciate mcnts of Panchayati Raj, which Social
the pattern of national priorities, understand Education may attempt to work on ?
the schemes recommended, frame local
schemes, plan mass education to create / ; /  A p p ro a c h  to  S o c ia l E d u c a tio n  
popular understanding and enthusiasm
and develop human relationship skills for u n d e r  P a n c h a y a ti  R a j —S o m e  S u g -
effective work with people. They have also to g e s t io n s  a n d  R e c o m m e n d a tio n s .
be trained in the meaning and significance of °
Social Adult Education and the methods and . , fnr p an„,iava*:
techniques of programmes like literacy, The task of education for Panchayat.
hbra t ies, reading rooms, radio forums, com- R*J'S enormous. There are a so diffe-
munity centres and such other activities which ' ent working m the field. Does
are taken up under Social Education. The n ‘:aH for a
Seminar may discuss whether Social Education anSmarh I t ? 3*. % 9° °P
personnel can assist in the training of the aPProach be brouSbt about ?
panchs and other office bearers. There are many voluntary organizations

and governmental agencies working in the field 
6 Can Social Education assist in educating 0f Social Education of the type envisaged

the people for community develop- above. There may be overlapping, misunder-
ment ? standing, tension and frustration if the efforts

As Panchayati Raj institutions get estab- are not properly coordinated. It has been
lislied and start functioning, the rate of deve- often said that the SEO has felt frustrated
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because of die incessant attacks against his accounts for the slow progress of Social Eclu-
' i C t i i S m° ra Ĉ 'ias 10 ‘ra' se  ̂ hi§h- cation. The need for such equipment will
should be assured proper facilities to work out increase as Social Education work is speeded 
tne task assigned to him. The enormity of the up. Some State Governments have establish- 
as ' ot soma! education seens to many, to ed units for production of educational mate- 

he Yiew lhat *he£S IS enou8h of scope rial. The Seminar may discuss the require- 
a agencies to work. They should however, ments of educational aids and make su°ces- 

* cooperate with one another and not attempt to tions for their production 
belittle the importance of others. The Seminar
may discuss how the activities of the different 5. Are there any suggestions regarding
agencies may be coordinated. The Seminar the training of Social Education
may also discuss how the morale of the SEO workers 9
could be raised high.

2 c • i r j  . . .  Panchayati Raj involves a shift in the
f . oul<1 Social Education give literacy a power of decision making. The Block staff 
high priority? What may be done which hitherto had a very prominent role in 
o eradicate illiteracy on a large deciding upon the schemes of development and 

sca ® ‘ implementing them, has now to appreciate and
. . .  . . . . .  get accustomed to a different role of advising,

t l , / ! p ! r , l w 'Vldey suggested that in view of guiding, and assisting Pancbayat Samities to 
the very meagre success in the eradication of frame local plans and implement them. The 
illiteracy, literacy programmes along with Block staff has not to lose initiative in develop- 
ollow-up activities should be given a very ment work. It is suggested that the Block staff 
ugh priority. .substantial funds should be should be helped to develop the skills of human 

allocated for the purpose. Panchs in general relationship. The Seminar may discuss whether 
and members of the education sub-committee the training programme of Social Education 
ot Pancbayat samities in particular should be workers needs a new orientation in the context 
trained in the significance of literacy work, of Panchavati Rai 
Panchayats should be motivated to share a
greater buiden of expenses on literacy cam- 6. Are there any other suggestions in
paigns. Social Education Organizers should respect of Social Education'so that it
be specifically instructed to organize literacy may piay a usefuj roje in the set up of
work on a large scale. T/ie Seminar may dis- Panchavati Rai 9
cuss vai i o u s  suggestions for effective large 
scale work in the field of literacy.

Block People Attend C.I.C.D.
' 1o Centra, Institute of Comr n i l y Deve-

District, Divisional an , State L f c ' f  t S t t S Z  I ' S ' w T a S  ̂  f t
11 is often said that the inclusion of a few selected Block Development

Education has suffered heeniice man5 S°c‘a Officers and Pradhans among those attending 
have been slow in the 'innnintmenr the courses 1 research studies by or on behalf
The Seminar may disc?,ssP ,h ”  n rn h ,^  !: of the Institute as an integral part of the
suggest how supervision nnH 8 ■ /  00 e a?d orientation courses; and the allotment of more
assured to the SEOs °d gUldanC6 may be time for the formulation of outlines of study,

enabling a clear demarcation of the field of 
4. Should State Departments of Education StUdy<

1 f n^ t hpF t h e  work of Participation by Block Development 
T *  I  d’e. S  r  of AVaids, Officers and Pradhans, according to CICD's
m a S S  ? d ther ed«cational Annual Report, has proved useful in drawing

‘ ' pointed attention to specific problems connec-
It is often 4 ,, , , „ . ted with their roles in the field, thereby irnpart-

Shpplv of innm 'e^ , shoi tage m the ing greater realism to the discussions bearing 
PPiy ot appropnate educational aids, on Block problems.
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Social Education as Foundation of 
Sound Fanchayati EaJ
J. S . Pardeshi, Lecturer in Rural Extension Work

Agricultural developments and changes in munity action by individuals, the Panchayat 
technological processes which have recently the cooperative, the farmers’ organisation, 
taken place, have established a need for more youth club and the school. He encourages use 
effective rural organisations like youth clubs, of Block technical specialists.
Farmers Forums, cooperatives etc. It is realis- This task needs trained leaders. When 
ed that the nature of the farmer’s work as a Social Education employs organised groups 
producer, his culture, and his environment and local leaders as a channel for educational 
have tended to make him an individualist, efforts, it accepts the task of providing teaching 
Farmery as individuals are not able to cope aids and trained leadership. It is worth state- 
with their problems and it is in their interest ing that voluntary leaders and group leader- 
to organise themselves. Besides, the majority ship are considered a vital medium through 
of our farmers are small holders. Their which practical information on subjects related 
standard of living could be raised by organis- to agriculture and allied fields could be diffus­
ing cooperative units. ed.
\  illagc Panchayat Responsibility for Training Leader

The village Panchayat is the main local There is need for many people who can 
organisation being developed It is supposed disseminate information accurately, and teach 
to maintain law and order and in general pio- others the practices and skills called for by 
mote the welfare of the society Our National tfae exlensi£n programme. The Social Educa-
Govemment is increasingly becoming tion Organiser is responsible for discovering 
associated with programmes designed to and trainin ,eaders who wiJ1 rauItj , ang
change the old established ways in favour of develop his work. Potent volunteer leaders 
scientific and rational practices through the are a ful educational tool. Sanderson
Panchayats as a responsible local mechanism gtates {RwalSociol and Rural Social 0
for transmitting new ideas and initiating social nisations) that ««The strength of any organisa-
cjan2''" tion or movement rests upon the amount of

The Panchayats have been entrusted with a voluntary, unpaid leadership which it can 
long list of functions and duties covering the enlist.” 
entire field of civic administration and
social and economic development of the Creators as well as Transmitters
villages. However, the lay leaders are not merely

. e • i r. considered as transmitters of what professionalWhat Social Education Can Do leaders wigh them t0 convey> but Pare them.
For the growing complexity of problems selves, in large measure, creators of ideas and 

with which Panchayats will have to deal, Social institutions in their communities.
Education guides in cooperative thinking for -.i Cj .■ n  _ • .,

problems, locate the causes of their problems. m, : \?VS ? ’i'a >’ t n i’ n tpcreasing 
That is to say, the Social Education Organizer “i u  J ™
helps in ~ g  the people and in preparing mp e a d t f  « "  “ * *
an outline of specific action to correct their 1
problems. He encourages cooperative com- ( Continued on page 36 )
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The Greater Gift
J. R. Kidd

Speech given during the presentation o f a gift for Shafiq Memorial from 
members of the Canadian Adult Education Association. Presentation occurred 
during the Indian Adult Education Association’s reception for delegates to the 
International Conference on Adult Education, July 28, 1961.

ON April 2, 1957, the foundation stone of arranged for the olderly instruction of
this building was laid by a man who had children. Confucious had a school for his
recently learned to read. The ceremony mature disciples long before there were orga-

was presided over by the Prime Minister of nized schools for the young. As China; so
India. On April 26, 1961, Mr. Nehru formally India. Centuries before the beginnings of
inaugurated this building. universities in Western Europe; thousands of

. years before the modern era of technical and
Every five minutes of every hour of every educational assistance programmes in which

day in the year some new school or library or we are all so interested, scholars in their
university is dedicated and opened. By the thousands travelled to India as they might
time we leave here today the world will be now to Oxford, or Harvard or the Sorbonne.
richer for several schools. On each occasion, Indian writings are full of sentiments such as
someone cuts a ribbon or performs some found in the Quattrains :
school-opening ritual and makes a speech,
usually one studded with superlatives. Learning is a treasure that needs no safe­

guard ;
For once boastful claims are fully justified Nowhere can fire dest it or d ki

*°r it is indeed a glorious and eventful take jt J y c
moment when any school is opened. r
But for few, if any, institutions other than the Learning is the best legacy a man can
headquarters of the Indian Adult Education leave his children ;
Association, are words that might be extra- Other things are not true wealth, 
vagant elsewhere less than what would be The origin of adult education goes back far 
appropriate. beyond Chautauqua or the Mechanics Insti-

Why do I say this ? tutes, or the folk high schools, back to the
time and the place in which all the great 

First, this building is named after a great religions were also cradled. Shafiq Memorial
educationist and a great man. I never met re-establishes an ancient tradition; it stands in
Shafiqur Rehman Kidwai but I have been hear- the place of, upon the foundations of, notable 
mg, on and olf, for twenty years about his schools for men and women, 
woik and his devotion to education. From ti • ji ■ .. , , , .
those who were privileged to be his colleagues ■ Thirdly> thls 1S a national but also an 
I have learned Ptha he served in the same inte™a“ °nal centre. Just as scholars journeyed 
tradition as Grunfvirr Se i vt k 1° t0 India in the past, so is India’s influence
in England, men like LintemwHn t he ° United f tendingfar and wide today. A remarkable

• States and Coady in CanadT 16 feature of adult education is the internation­
alism it is already displaying, well stated in the 

Secondly, we are witnessing here not inst Montreal Declaration passed unanimously at 
the beginning of something new hut the tlie World Adult Education Conference last 
renewed, revitalized and transformed expres- August:
adult ediipa?et^-D\ Ver^ 0^*’ ^aradoxically, “Mutual respect, understanding and sym- 
of ormni7Pa0ri 1S ?evvest and eldest form pathy are qualities that are destroyed by
from C and mstruction. Men first learned ignorance and fostered by knowledge.

’ aught each other; later they In this field of international understand-
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in" adult education in today’s divided small offering from your colleagues, but with
world takes on a new importance.” the promise that more will follow. By having

No country has demonstrated its under- a tiny corner for Canada we wish to associate
standing of these words, and the responsibility ourselves in the great work that will be done
thus assumed, more than has India. The here, work for India, and, as exemplified by
<rreat sift of’lndia is not nationalism, with your being host today to an international con­
its power to glorify or to profane—the ference, work on behalf of all of us.
gift of India is spiritual, one that binds p or y0U) we realize that great days are 
peoples together. Oa the evening of that ahead, difficult and dangerous days but yet
terrible day when Gandhi died, a Canadian, jays in which the dragon of want may at last
Leonard Brockington, spoke of Gandhi over be slain, and the plagues of ignorance and
our national network, words that expressed hatred may be checked, in part at least,
the feelings of every Canadian, and perhaps through the continuing education of men and
people everywhere : women. People studying together, people in

‘‘One lonely man in a teaming continent search of truth, may somehow bring an end to
held by an alien power lived and died much that now besets us. The advice of the
to s:e his people rising in the panoply of Muslim poet, Iqbal, was ‘‘Sell Knowledge—
a new freedom and a new strength and Buy Curiousity.” Those who will dare, who
bringing their precious gifts to the have esCaped the trite, familiar and outworn
nations of the world. And all this raay lead the way to a better world for ail.
because in a world of goods and posses- I have already referred to Tagore, an edu-
sions and lusts and ambitions, e cationist as well as a poet, musician, and
to proc aim the things o e sp ii , artjst In the Lover's Gift he writes : 
because in a welter of hate he preached ,
and practiced the power of love; because I travelled the old road every day, I took 
in the encirclement of terror he knew no my fruits to the market, my cattle to the
fear; because in the midst of temptations, meadows, I ferried my boat across the
luxury and the enchantments of the flesh stream and all the ways were well known
he remained simple in life and pure in to me.
heart. In the words of the old Greek One morning my basket was heavy with 
philosopher, sublimity was the echo of wares. Men were busy in the fields, the
his great soul.” pastures crowded with cattle; the breast

And Tagore. Rabindranath Tagore will of the earth heaved with the mirth of
be remembered in history as the first great ripening rice.
internationalist, the first man to be at home Suddenly there was a tremor in the air, and 
in both East and West. the sky seemed to kiss me on the fore-

This Memorial Building, with such asso- head. My mind started up like morning
ciations, will be a symbol and a force affecting out ol tlie rnist-
people everywhere. I forgot to follow the track. I stopped a

It is a very great privilege, therefore, on few paces from the path, and my familiar
behalf of your brothers, your fellow educa- world appeared to c lange to me, like a
tionists in Canada, to make a small contribu- flower I had on y known in bud.
tion to your building fund. I am sure that My everyday wisdom was ashamed. I went 
you know that there is a growing affinity astray in the fairyland of things. It was
between Canada and India. Our delegations the best luck of my life that I lost my
work closely with yours at the United path that morning, and found my eternal.
Nations; we serve on the same international childhood.
truce teams; we seem to share principles and The way of eternal childhood is, of course, 
practices that go deeper than consciousness. continuing education. The Shafiq Memorial, 

We are proud to have a small part in the we are sure, will continue the ages-old tradi-
outreach of the Shafiq Memorial and the work tions of India but will not be shackled by
of the distinguished staff and officers of your everyday wisdom; it is the pathway to the new,
Adult Education Association. I bring but a a centre of eternal childhood.
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A n Experim ent

The Village Teacher As VLW
S. K. Srivastava, Senior Associate to Rural Life Analyst,

Planning. Research, and Action Institute, Lucknow

Scheme and Objectives two trained and one apprentice, and the school
.In  1953-54, Shri Salig Ram Pathik will start from 5 o'clock in the morning and 

Honorary Adviser (Social Education) to the wlU contmue ri8ht UP to 9 o’clock at night. 
Development Commissioner, U.P., submitted Pilot Scheme Approved 
to the U.P. Government a scheme to make the ^ , . , ,, ,
school a multi-purpose socio-basic primary on T
school and the teacher a “friend, philosopher, ° n L Pr !  c v? 5r°JeCt ^ ! ° UTand ouide ” F primary schools . Kbunkundwa, Sodhsar,

& Raeesa and Kasara,
Some of the basic objectives of the scheme Shri Umrao Singh, President of the District 

were : Board, Axamgarh, gave the fullest coopera-
(1) to replace all village officials like tion in launching this scheme. A Committee

Panchayat Secretary and Gram Sewak composed of the District Planning Officer ; 
with a VLW-cum-Teacher ; President, District Board ; District Inspector

(2) to increase the salary of the primary !?̂ nScllooIs ’ an^  oae M.L.A. selected 7 out of 
school teacher from Rs. 54/- including ^  primary school teachers. These 7 teachers
dearness allowance to 75-5-120 grade : vver? 0UDCj especially interested in scouting and

, ’ social work.

<3) L 7 irn )h% oh0°prydeSit tf i1 c t ai t o  T te •“ <*«> ,0 Mallaon Sewa
beyond its confines to the students’ S o  "*  m°7ih?’, tr?i? ,ng asVLW-.An
families and farms, community and ^ d£ ? “al fivem o" ths ‘fin in g  was also given 
society • J to °etter equip them for the vole of VLW-

, . cum-Teachers. A team of 8 VLM-cum-
( ) to ay greater stress on the “ applied Teachers was trained in this way. Tw'o Project 

si e o education ; Rural Development workers were also includ-
(5) to improve the life of the village as a ed in this team after careful selection from 110

whole; centres in U.P.
(6) to learn by “living” as well as by Plan of the Experiment

doing ; Two VLW-cum-Teachers were deputed to
■) ,t0 integrate education with life and to each of the four schools selected, in addition 

•nfuse it with the concept of self-help, t0 one ordinary District Board teacher, 
cooperation and self-confidence ; Generally speaking, one VLW is supposed

(0  to make the school self-sufficient to look after development work in three Gram 
economically through many of its Sabhas, but under this scheme, each VLW- 
development activities ; cum-Teacher was to carry out development

(9) to impart education to thP students aclivi‘ie s in only one Gram Sabha in addition 
according to their respective aptitudes; t0 his duties as teacher- 

<l°) to develop all the development activi- , , Tllf  scheme was put into operation in 
ties pertaining to agriculture, health, 'joZ’ 1954, and was continued until 31 March, 
Sanitation, housing, gardening, cultural 1J~6, 
and recreational activities from the RESULTS
sc tool to the community. Interviews with VLW -cum-Teachers show's

n every school there will be three teachers, results as follows :
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Kasara School (b) Compost pit, sanitary wells (18),
B-(age about 45) is Headmaster of Kasara folchars and gardens, fruit safes,

School, Tehsil, Ghosi. He teaches IV and V annals (3), Public latrines
classes and is VLVV in the same village. (l) Maternity Centre (1).
Strength of the school is 110. The village is 
2992 bighasin area ; population is approxi­
mately 2200 with 300 households. Among (a) One mile road from Kopa to Kasara
predominant castes are Nonia, Bhumidhar, through Shramdan.
Brahmin, Chamar and other scheduled castes. (b) Wells for irrigation (23)

The interview lasted two hours. B—was (c) Handpumps (25).
a systematic informant, knowing full details Hmband
and implications of the scheme. Asked how
he carried out project and teaching duties, he Improved breed animals: Cows 4
stated that he first gave demonstrations in the She-buffaloes 10
school premises, then tried through his stu- Cooperatives •
dents to spread these methods and practices ' . .  , . . . , .
to students’ families and ultimaiely to the Three societies. Most important ach.eve- 
community at large. ment was toorgan.se a cooperative Mah.la

. Samaj of 50 village women. He also organised
He had carried out demonstrations of a student cooperative where students could 

manuring, seed, nursery, improved implements buy books, stationery, and other requirements, 
like seed drills and Gujar plough, some im- with profits later being distributed among the 
proved agricultural practices like line-sowing, students.
Japanese nursery in the school, kitchen
gardening and seasonal vegetables. Small Savings Drives :
'  He had been able to make the improved R-pees 1,500/-eolleeted. 
seed programme a great success, particularly ' ’*•>’« « '  Trmnmg and Cultural A cm ues  : 
Namna 22, 88, and 100 in paddy and Kanpur Organised physical training, marching, 
13 ejn wheat. He had sold manure worth dance, pyramid-making Asanas, wrestling, 
Rs. 1,500/- in the year 1954-55 and Rs. 1,000/- kabaddi, dramas like Bhayanker Bhoot, folk
in 1955-56. He had sold Gujar ploughs; dance and folk-songs, carried out a Rath Ratre
35 Chaff cutters ; 5 Sultana Kolhu and 17 on Japanese nursery method and Choncha 
Rabat. Vinash, campfires, etc.

His programme has included : The sch°o1 received Profits from :
. . (1) sale proceeds of the vegetable garden—

Health ana Sanitation . half of the profits of which go to the school
(a) Animals : innoculation against H.S, and half to the students taking part in such 

and footbath to diseased animals ; activities; and
removal of leeches. (2) the plant nursery of mangoes, guavas,

(b) For general sanitation; Phenyl distri- vegetables, lemons, etc.
bxition. The students helped him in making charts

(C) General cleanliness of lanes and dooM ^doof 35 C3rrierS ° f n6WS fr° m
duiirib. . . , Under his leadership, the students took a

(d) Organising san -! • lot of initiative in organising festivals, meet-
(e) Uprooting of wild plants. ings and campfires in which both the school
(f) Distribution of palladrine tablets. children and their guardians took an active
(g) Campaigns for Ghongha Vinash (a and cieative part.

type of grass which creates beri beri). K Srllnn, Mphllar 
Barbari Vinash, Bhambhar Vinash (a Kasara bcliool-Mehuar
type of grass which is damaging to A second VLW-cum-Teacher in Kasara 
crops.) School served as VLW in Mehuar Village, one
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mile from the school. He was second in senio- Health and Sanitation : 
rity and position to the Headmaster and taught , . ,
II and III classes, (a) Ghonga Vmash Andolan

, ,  , . . .  . ( b )  Bharbhar Vinash AndolanMehuar Village is spread out in an area of , , . . . . .  , . , ,
two miles having 7 Naglas. There are 130 (c- Bhrabarai Vinash Andolan
households with a population of 850. Predomi- (d) Palladrine distribution 20
nant castes are Kahattriya, Rajbhar, Chamar (e) Gharaunchis 8
and Brahmins. /f. r. . ,(f) Pucca courtyards 36

The VLW-cum-Teacher had certain handi- («) Pucca compost Pits 14
caps : (1) His teaching and VLW work were in , . ,. ,,
different villages. (2) His students were II and ^  Irrigation wells
III class standard, not old enough to handle (') Community gardens 3 acres
development activities as well as students of IV (j) Private gardens 6 acres
and V classes. (3) Kasara Village guardians (k) Panchayat Ghar 1
objected to having their wards go to another , . . , . r . • „ e
village for development work. The teacher had (constructed out of subscription from
no alternative, as hardly any Mehuar students people and Shramdan)
were enrolled in the Kasara School. (') Vaccination

However, with all these limitations, he had Social Education 
been able to carry out agricultural, health and Adult education classes were held at night, 
sanitation and other public works and project . _
activities quite successfully. He had sold 54 The school nurseries were very successful 
Gujar ploughs, one seed drill, 46 chaff-cutters ; and supplied plants of mangoes, mahua, 
manure worth Rs. 950/- in 1954-55 and shisham, green paper, etc., to the villagers.
Rs. 400/- in 1955-56 so far ; installed 6 hand- Raessa was declared one of the best schools 
pumps ; repaired 7 sanitary wells ; conducted from the point of view of examination results 
shramdan (one mile of Kacha road from and jn performance of various extra- 
Mehuar to Indara) ; and built 330 yards of curricular activities, 
underground drains.

Kasara School was declared best in physical Interview wi‘h A.D.O. (Social Education) 
training and cultural activities in the whole Shri Pandey, the A.D.O. (Social Educa- 
d ‘str*ct- tion), had been with the block for a long time.
Raessa School He had seen scheme of VLW-cum-Teacher

' , „„  _ . from start to finish. He was very enthusiastic
0nf  J LuW; CAm-Te?Chl r 0f S aeSf T,Pi;imary about the whole experiment, so much so that 

Srh^0 10j ' ’ leacd®rs y  and P  classes. jje gave hjg fullest attention to the scheme and
evt-na-iaSL 00 StudentS' Students ^e'pcd in tried to keep it alive, but could not succeed in extending the programme to the community. doin" so

The following work had been undertaken :
A ■ , He informed me that there was very keen

*r u ure ; competition between the Vikas schools
Improved seed, Japanese system of (schools under the new VLW-cum-Teacher 
paddy cultivation, improved practices experiment) and the District Board Schools, 
such as line sowing, improved agricul- The Educational authorities were unusually 
tural implements like seed ~ drill, strict in their inspection to find out any mis- 
ploughs, nurseries, kitchen gardening. takes. This also helped the experiment a great 

A"hnal Husbandry : deal-
Improved breeds of cattle : According to his information, these Vikas

Cows 2 schools were more successful than the District
Bull 1 Board Schools, both from the points of view of
Goats 8 educational performance and extra-curricular
H. S. Innoculation activities of the students. At the same time, the
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targets of the Gram Panchayat tpwards deve- (5) The VLW-cum-Teacher had to attend 
lopment activities were achieved in a shorter monthly meetings at the Block Headquarters, 
time and with greater success. Ghosi, with the result that one day in a month

Both the Block Development authorities as ^as taken away from his teaching activities, 
well as the Educational authorities were very Sometimes it did not work out very well,
much impressed by the spectacular perfor- ‘houSh a Pr°v™ !  arrangement was made
mances of this experiment. It was a big bythe Block Authorities that hew oteachers
surprise to some District Inspectors of Schools (f[om a Particular Vikas school should attend 
when PRD teachers, who did not have any the meetin§s alternatively.
professional training as teachers, showed rA M oriT em \ie
results similar to those of the trained VLW- CONCLUSIONS
cum-Teachers. The scheme has been given up since 1st
. . .  , , ,  April, 1956, on account of financial difficulties.

Achievements of t.ie eme The vLW-cum-Teachers are now functioning
(I) All the four schools were declared as ordinary VLWs in the Gram Sabha under

better than the District Board Schools in the orders of the Government.
District, both in educational as well as in .
extra-curricular activities. We cannot objectively analyse the pros

and cons of the scheme without information 
(?) VLWs went ahead with their targets. from students, District Board teachers, and
(3) The schools became residential cum- the ° ^  ^

extension centres of all the development ^  Block officials, VLWs and finally the
activities villagers themselves. However, we can to a

certain extent assess the role which the school
(4) Constructive activities were supple- as an institution and the teacher as an agent

mented by cultural activities and through of the development activities can play,
student participation many of the difficulties
were solved. Advantages Over VLW

(5) The students were very successful in The VLW-cum-ieacher has certain advan- 
extending development activities to their own tages over an ordinary VLW .
families, neighbours, and other members of (|) He combines in himself the role and 
their village. status of a teacher first and VLW next. In

(6) A tone or two centres, even Mahila Indian culture, the status ot teacher or guru
Samai was organised. traditionally very high. He commands the

confidence, the trust and the love ol the people 
Difficulties which an ordinary VLW will never be able

(1) Some VLW-cuu-Teachers felt that the to have because of the value auached to the
double control by the educational and project teacher-and-taugbt relationship. Through
authorities was not always pleasant and some- this relationship he works and iniluences the
times they did not know whom to obey. taught’s family, his extended km group, and

ultimately the entire community.
(2) Somebmes the ordinary District Board ,  _

teacher did not extend cooperation. (2) The VLW-cum-Teacher has an exten­
sion army of students to take the programme

(3) Since there was a discrepancy in the to their family, neighbourhood and community, 
pay scale of VLW-cum-Teachers and District
Board teachers, there were certain jealousies (2) addition to their actually teaching, 
and rivalries. students can help advertise the programme,

informing their parents and others about the
(4) In those cases where the VLW had to different activities, programmes and meetings, 

work in a Gram Sabha which did not have a
school and he had to go to another school at (4) When an ordinary VLW calls a mect- 
a distance of one or more miles, he could not ing, the villagers do not attend as readily as
effectively utilise the students to serve as when the teacher calls a meeting, ihe VLW
extension agents, and his work suffered. is regarded primarily as a village official, while
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the teacher does not have any strings of admi- students, but his teaching becomes part of the 
nistrative control over the people. The villagers life of village community. Learning becomes 
look differently at the VLW and the VLW- meaningful. No longer is it just book know- 
cum-Teacher. ledge—now it is knowledge-plus-meaning.

(5) The VLW-cum-Teacher has only one . In addition, the project aspect which teach-
Gram Sabha to look after. He can work with |nS took on should have been highly motivat- 
greater intensity and efficiency and even ing to the students. The concreteness of pre­
control over the programme than an ordinary sentation, as opposed to the normal academic 
VLW may be able to do. presentation through word or picture symbols

alone, should give quicker, more permanent
(6) He does not confine his activies to the understanding, 

hours from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m., but is
there 24 hours a day, as teacher, development Since activity is a basic principle of learn- 
worker, social worker and adviser, a man to ing, it is not surprising that the students in 
whom the entire community looks with respect these experimental schools outstripped students 
and pride. in purely academic situations.

Serving only one village and seeing it both (3) The value in leadership training for 
as teacher and VLW, the VLW-cum-Teacher the young students, as well as the value in incu- 
gains an understanding of local conditions that lcating desirable social attitudes and habits 
would not be possible otherwise. should not be underestimated.

Furthermore, he is always there to take /a\ f . ,
advantage of situations that provide “most- reinforce tbe school’s ‘teaching.Vnless^adults 
teachab e-moments. Illness, fire, flood, as u u ■ 6 u-i i
well fK l o o .  dramatie occurrences nrnvide change their ways of behaving, children soon 

. , • , . , F ■ forget what they learn at school and revert tonatural incentives to learning and community (hejr arents, of doine thi
improvement, provided the worker can be there 6
to help guide when the people are ready to do (5) The new teacher proves to be more
something. useful to the students and to their parents and

finally to community than the ordinary District 
Advantage Over the Teacher Board teacher because he helps the community

in improving their agriculture, methods of 
The VLW-cum-Teacher also has certain farming, livestock, sanitary conditions, health 

advantages over an ordinary teachers. nnd cultural activities, etc. Therefore one
, n Tj- T7 • c. , „  . can definitely say that this scheme has certainly
( His Economic Status. He gets about economic social and cultural value for the

1° ar mary community. Everyone connected with this 
teacher s Rs. -V  oi headmasters Rs. 60/-. scheme was lamenting its closure.

The higher salary helps relieve his mind of p -  ■ -----
financial worries so that he can devote himself

S?a?yvSuseI1heartedl?/t tof £-is workd A, higher REMEMBER THE BUILDINGsalary plus the results ot his own development
efforts can make for greater amenities so that FIIN1T I
he is more content to live in the village. The

peop7e.Salary alS° h6lpS iD recruiting capable One D ay’s Pay is the

(2) Value to Students. The school serves ^
as a nucleus of the developments and cultural Insure the Future of
activities and the VLW-cum-Teacher serves as
«»«■ foci point. THE ADULT EDUCATION! 1

T h e tea c h e r  in th is  n ew  ex p er im en t n o t  ASSOCIATION
only tea ch es  the th ree R ’s p lu s  so m e  c r a fts  to  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Demonstration Home

T HE case study "Diary of a Lady Social Bharat state ; and now part of Madhya 
Education Organiser” ‘‘is an almost literal Pradesh State, district West Nimar) between 
translation of a few field work reports of 1953 and 1956, when I was working as Chief 

one trainee, Miss R H. Dave. Miss Dave was Social Education Organiser. In the absence 
trained as Lady Social Education Organiser at of Midwifery kits the question of engaging 
Baroda S.E.O. Training Centre in the year them usefully arose. The scheme of Demon- 
1959-60 for full course of 10J months. She stration Home was one among the multifarious 
has since then joined her duty in Rajkot duties then assigned to the midwives.
Division of Gujarat State.

The following is a Suggested List of Pro- 
The field work experience for trainees also jects involving facilities, arrangements and 

covers village work, wherein a group of habits which may be taken up in working in 
trainees pay visits to the assigned village (near the homes chosen to be demonstration houses.
S.E.O. Training Centre) regularly thrice a 
week. Among other assignments each trainee 1. Ventilation: 
has to work with three selected families in the
village. These families serve as the base for a. Removal of one Brick in a design, 
operating in the Mohalla and the village.

b. Fitting improvised ventilation.
The trainee selects one family in one 

Mohalla or (neighbourhood) and devotes c. Fitting standard ventilator, 
considerable time to it once a
week. She, as the opportunity ' " ' ' 2 .  Disposal of Waste W ater:
permits and relationship indi- S M T |» n B I  I P T O P V
cates, takes up a few simple 1 i v v l / U C  I U R  T (i) From: a. Kitchen,
physical projects (suggestive NOTF b- Bath rootn>
list enclosed) and tries to get ” c. Drinking water,
these accepted. These projects d. Urinal,
are inexpensive and require e. Lavatory,
time, labour and will. This gives her a chance f. Washing place,
to hold discussions on beliefs, habits and g- Cattle Shed
practices relating to the projects. Slowly pro­
jects of non-physical nature are undertaken (ii) Means. a. Soak it> b Drain. 
which relate to problems of touchy nature (list 1
enclosed), c• Vegetation, d. Compost pit.

The selected family becomes a demonstra- Habit of using proper place,
tion centre for the Mohalla whereas trainee
keeps regular greeting contact with every 3. Disposal of Waste Material : 
family. Gradually a group is formed around
the Demonstration Home, which later on takes (i) From : a. Sweeping of rooms, 
up a few combined projects at the community
level. Family of Harmanbhai is one such b. Peeling of vegetables.
Demonstration Home in village T—
about four miles away from S.E O. Training Cl Kitchen surplus.
^ entre* d. Waste of eatables.

The idea of Demonstration Home was first e. Household waste,
conceived at the time when midwives joined . ,
their duty in the community project area *• Cattle shed waste.
Pajpur-Kasravad (in Nimar Dist, ot Madhya g_ Waste from poultry shed,
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(ii) Means : a. Regular sweeping. 6. Beautification of house
b. Habit of collecting in a ware a. Use of wall space

and not soil the floor. b. Spacing ornamental material, photos,
c. Habit of collecting in a ware vessels.

and not litter the floor. r>, /  . ,, c. Place for clock.
d. One place to deposit all

waste from the house. d- Plas,ennS floor-
e. Removal of waste to refuse e' Rangoli or Alpana designs or murals

bin or compost pits and not or mo 1 s‘
dirty the lane. f. Repair of doors and windows etc.

f. Composting the cattle shed 8- White wash of house and paint for doors
wasle- h. Growing Tulsi Plant* and flowers.

(iii) Pattern of doing work accordingly. i- Dusting of roof and walls.

4. Drinking Water: 7. Medicine chest for the family :
a. Raised place lo keep water. a. Use of simple material of medicinal
b. Matkas* covered. value.
c. Cleaning of Matka. b. Storing the following in a box.
d. Straining water. (i) Soda-bicarb
e. Treating water with Alum/Chlorine/ A,warn*

Potassium Permanganate. A;)wain
f. Vessel to take water out of Matka. Tincture iodine
g. Change of Matka. 1V sPir‘n

(v) Laxative Tablets
5- Arrangement in the house and habit of (vi) Isabgole*

using the same: (vii) Malathi*
a. Places for clothes (viii) Moti Ilaichi*

(D DaHyuse (ix) Chhoti Ilaichi*
, {" Waf ed (x) Dalchini*
b. Places for bedding (xi) Sonf*

W Daily use (xii) Misri*
(,l) Spare- (xiii) Turpentine oil

c- Place for foot wear. (xiv) Black pepper
PIace for Agriculture Implements. (xv) Mint

e. Place for toilet material. (xvi) Tulsi*
i. Place for grain bins. „ n
c Place f/sr or. * , . Care of Clothes:. , ()r a8r*culture produce not in 

e,rain bins. a. Washing clothes.

h' Ui)CBatfhirng (iii) w S n ^ (iv) Urfnif. ® U”d“  C'°,heS <i0 C°StUme'
ing (v) Depositing household waste. b - Mending: (i) Stitching torn clothes

J* Place for cattle. (ii) Buttoning of clothes.
k- Place for (i) Books (ii) Children’s c- Keeping: (i) Pressing
, ^cb°ol kit. (ii) Disinfecting

ace for stocking fuel. (iii) Stocking.
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9. Care of Bedding : 12. Personal Hygiene :
a. Covering a- Body

(i) Covers for pillow, mattress, quiet. b. Head
(ii) Washing the covers. c. Hands

b. Mending d. Feet.
(i) Change of living. e. Eyes, ears and nose.

(ii) Repair of damage. f. Teeth.
c. Keeping (0 Use of oil.

(i) Disinfection. 00  Use of soap.
(ii) Stocking. On) Trimming nails.

10. Control of Pests : (iv) Use of cosmetics-domestic.
a. Housefly, b. Mosquito, c. Bed Bugs. (v) Bathing.
d. Louse. e. Rat. !v0 Brushing

. (vii) Hair cut and shave (for boys and(i) Fly paper and fly trap. v men)-
(ii) Covering eatables. (viii) Use of handkerchief.

(iii) D.D.T. Spray and use of Gamaxine. *Note :—Terms marked* are vernacular
(iv) Rat trap and Training cat. Hindi words.
iv) Improvising fly net for the child. —K.M. Sharma

11. Kitchen Arrangements : SEOTC Training Centre
a. Disposal of smoke. _______________ _ ' ___ _

(i) Less smoke choolha. Mrs. Fisher Honored
(ii) Use of Primus stove. Mrs. Welthy Fisher of Literacy House,

(iii) Use of Charcoal. Lucknow, has been awarded a citation by the
Merrill Palmer Institute of Human Develop-

(iv) Use of soft coke. ment and Family Life in Detroit. The cita-
(v) Use of cow dung gas. tion notes that her “ life of accomplishment as

b. Improvising nearest location of the educator, author and world citizen has won
following for immediate use: for her the affection and admiration of men

(i) Water for cookin". and women everywhere, in every station of
... r  c life from the highest to the lowest, at home
(iq L-onaiments. and abroacj j j ie freqUent contacts she and

(iii) Rations—fresh and dry. her late husband had with Merrill-Palmer in
(iv) Tools for cooking. years past were a source of inspiration and
(v) Place for dirty vessels. enlightenment to our faculty and students,

. " bringing to them knowledge of the value and
(vi) Fuel. meaning of the great religions of the world.”

c. Improvisation for and habit of : --------------- -
(i) Keeping milk safe . “ Education, I think, is the most revolu-
... ,, . _ , f  . tionary factor in India and is changing the
.ii) keeping surplus food safe. face Gf i ncjia. It is not so suddenly obvious

(iii) Keeping cooked food hot. but any person who goes and sees the changes
(iv) Keeping all food covered. taking place is tremendously impressed by it.
(v) Keeping all rations and condiments Th„ problem ieraains Wf' t j us‘

ademritelv -inred The Problem is that even when the best educa-
uequaieiy storeo. tion is given we are producing a pugnacious

d. Serving and eating food. type of humanity, not a co-operative type.”
e. Keeping vessels. —Jawaharlal Nehru (Speech August 2, 1961

(i) Cooking, (n) F.jting. before WCOTP.)

I 18 ]



Case Study

Diary of a Lady Social Education Organizer
By Miss R. H. Dave. Translated by K. M. Sharma

17, September, 1959, But sjie was busy wjth preparjng tea So j

WE have visited this family for some days dusted tlie lamp and asked her for a piece of
We feel that we shall get °ood coonera c,oth to clean tbe chimney. She handed over
tion. This family among the Bariva a wet P'ece °f cloth. “It is all right,” I said, “ I

community of the Mohalla is a well-to-do one. VVI!1 cIean 11 Wllh this>” and 1 used my handker-
T!lef"e^ re i1 commands influence in the cb'e '̂
that Ui/MohaUa^ witb a beli^  “ Why did you not use the piece of cloth ?”
it is S e t b y ^ l ' f t S l y ^  3 Pr0Sr3mme Sh£ aSkeJ'

It is joint family cf two brothers Thev , “ ItJwas wef a“d the chimney would not be
possess land of their own and a three storied c e j"ed Pr°Perly- I replied. Thus I believe
house. (It is really two stories with provision She 'earned SOmethin-  
ot keeping grass, etc.) There is no place for She started preparing chapatis. “Ben, do 

taking a batn in the house. Place for drinking you know how to make chapatis?” she 
water is kacha made. Cattle shed and kitchen inquired, 
are separately housed.

“ Not the way you make.” I said, “ I know 
We had paid quite a few visits to this tc) make small. Why not teach me to make

family. Miraben (wife of elder brother big ?”

p“ X f v his!Lha B u re.r„ S kve<1w  ̂ ! ? j r h!  We " A" Ben. bu, small ones are good.
Why, she asked 'Ben, work do yon and we als° p" pare tbem ,hc wa>’ J0" d o "
do • ’ 21, September, 1959.

When I told her all we do, she became Went to Miraben’s house. She was at the 
happy. But she said, “ We will not ask you to pond Lansing the utensils. Sanaben was 
do any such work.” J home and was peeling Arvi leaves, approxi-

t Av̂ ioiraeser tm. , , . , mate]y ten pounds. She used to greet with
xpiained, Please don t feel so. At our joy on hearing my footsteps. Today she was 

Place (home) we do all kind of work.” extremely quiet and busy with leaves. 1 tried
, Her sister-in-law Sanaben interrunted u8S® di4  " I 1 speak' A woman in the

y es, Ben, you and myself will Hn v! Mohalla said that Sanaben had lost her
together.’’ myselt Wl11 do lhe work sister and she was sad. I was reminded of

o, earlier incidents. There was one lady who was
e °°k we inside the kitchen and started dumb for four days after hearing about a 

‘‘Yon Ief  ° n ,be choola- She complained, death. She stopped taking food and lost 
n« w n0t C°ille every timel you ^ave raade considerable weight. When examined she did 

vait long and now you ccme.” n° t show any symptoms or high temperature.
I answered “ So far • , What happened to her I never knew. But I

«  ,h in k  h  m u s t be s o n K ,h ,n g
The fVery Thursday.5' It was getting dark. When I collected some information from
dirtv ] nipWas d’rty- ^he was lighting the Miraben in connection with research projects 
beforep1?' • “ please ,et me clean the°lamp undertaken by the Centre, I found many things 

ngbting it,” I said. to my surprise. Miraben married at the age
She said “ tor, n T u a » of 7 years. She does not know when and

> o, Ben, l will ao it. where the marriage took place. Now she is
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42 years old. Six of her 12 children have died. I ignored the comment and suggested, “ We 
From the expression on her face it appeared could catch them with a rat trap.” 
she liked to talk about events of her iife.

She explained, “The children broke our one 
I inquired as to where programme of trap.”

Bhajan was to be organised. She pointed at
the large space in the street and said that all Rats area nuisance and it occurred to me 
women would collect there.I felt that Miraben that if Panchayats could use many traps in a 
was leader in the house. She had promised campaign there might be encouraging results,
every thine without prior consultation with r , , , „ , , r I , ,,
any member of the family. She is illiterate I was helping Miraben collect and fold the
but she is sufficiently informed to do the work, washed clothes. It is sufficient for a Bariya
she runs the house satisfactorily and comes house to have clothes placed on a tope. But 
forward to take up responsibilities. On her in this house I felt that keeping in a trunk is 
own she has been able to get her son educated feasable. That would save the clothes from rats 
up to matriculation standard. and have bet,er aPPeal for the eye'

“The kitchen is all covered with black 
27 September 1959 soot,” I said when we entered.

When I arrived today I found that Miraben was quick to reply that she planned 
Miraben had swept every corner of the house to whitewash after Sradh, (a ceremony for the 
with broom. She had collected all the kitchen dead) to which I added that it was the proper 
utensils for cleaning. She was then carrying course. Then I asked, “ How often do you do 
dirty water in a vessel to dispose if it. white washin° ?”
“ Miraben, have you finished all your work?”
I asked. “ Even if we happen to whitewash very

^ frequently, it will be black soon, as our
She replied, “I am rather late. Sanaben chooiha js hot for the whole day. The constant 

has gone to her parents. fire and smoke turns kitchen black.”
“ Let me help you ” I said and looked interposed, “ Suppose we construct a

around for a place to keep my handbag. All by which the house does not become
around photos were hanging on the wall. One TV . J 
peg was supporting a Doya (a vessel with b ack'
which water is taken out of a jar). “ Oh yes, Sanaben has talked to me. Why

I felt that the family owned quite a few not he,P me with one durinS , Navratri-”
things. Probably they know their use but (Nine days before Dussehra celebration.) I
they do not make use of them. agreed.

I left the subject without comment, hung The house has a good platform for keeping 
my bag on the peg with the Doya, and started kitchen vessels, but it is at rather lo v height,
entering the house. “ Ben, you please sit Right at the back of it there is space to make
down. The girl will take the utensils to the a bathing place. If the chooiha site is changed,
pond and cleanse them.” the waste water from the cooking operations

T r ,, , , . . .  . , can find its disposal in the yard. House is
p aylng Wlth the fairly big and there are quite a few belongings.

tf„ Thp„ asked’ Miraben, I see so many when rapport is better established gradual
'  ̂ y must be causing damage. changes in the household arrangements can be
She described how anything left uncovered suegested. 

disappears in a short time. It is difficult "
driving them out. If poison is used, thev die Sanaben s parents stay at Bhayali. 
in the holes and the house stinks. ' I agreed Women ot Mohalla gather together at this
and echoed what she further wanted to sav honse. Anything that is discussed here many
that she did not like to kill a rat ’ women come to know; and they also become

‘ ready to do the work. It is a joint family and
one was happy. 'Ben, it is nice that they the topic of family-planning can also be

do not damage the clothes.” discussed.

[ 2 0 ]



10. October 1959 .. _
^°n [nu^ ls, ef 0rlu for m?re than two months 

I To<Jay was the third day of our stay in e sbou d help them cultivate new habits,

during Nav'ratri ^ n d "  wVhad afrladycowred ta n c e T ^  h ^  hg00dsleeP is of as much impor-
our other two selected families. It was 4 00 d i e i f  aS a nutritmus
family k ** eVen,'D8 When We shifted to this ^  we could ‘ "probably avdd 'many o f ^ r

Miraben had finished all work of the house- f . L
f. hold. Soon after Marganbhai also came and k ?01leup in ,he morning and took tea. 

we exchanged greetings. For next day’s work ^llraben s foot sprained, yet she keeps 
“ th, l ? Ui e We wanted to make a plan and lkl.?8 .and Put>mg strain on it. We suggest- 

we looked around everywhere. Places for Ad Yat sbc keep Sltting in one place.
I ?hou#Land p aces f? r Vessels and ration were W i ™  h ?n0Ur plans of >esterday» aP theught out and agreed upon. Marcan- an8m8 clothes were pulled down, and were

bhai wanted to know what my work was 2 It pr0peflr,y folded. The almirah was cleared of 
occuredto me that people are ignorant about ^ hperfiuous material and the clothes putin 
development activities and are desirous to , "  re were so many vessels but no wav to
B l S  Maybe it was due to the work I f  S  the* were supported o u m o L ils
?  • ° ,  n-aybe because his son is studying tUseles® cl,°thes, dirty clothes, and repair-
in matriculation and he wants to know. " able torn clothes all were tied in separate

sch em e a ml"2*? th e  P o m ™u n ity  D e v e lo p m e n t th o r o u g h  sw eep in g . T h e tr u n k s T n d  fu itc a se s  
a‘S0 e .x p !a ined  w h at m y r o le  w as. w ere p u t at p rop er p la ces . T h e h o u se  is n u k e  

H e fu r th ^  m q uired  i f  w om en  w ou ld  n o t  tak e  sp a c io u s  b u t it la ck s arran g em en t q 
a lo n g  tim e  to  grasp  all th is . I ex p la in ed  to  rra n g em en t.
him that government’s belief was that once This gave me a feeling that the three ouar 
some women are awakened to the appreciation ter* ?f an hour regular weekly visit may noi 
oi it, the whole community will start moving. provide enough time to do much. Work with
. . His wife listened to the conversation. She women ^ f ro m ^ S h h 3lS° in,volves a group of 
joined in and said “ Ben, that is correct should ne,8hbouring houses. I feel we
Nanabhai’s wife passed away in confinement" «  P d Inc.rease our time to one hour. The 
If we had only known all that you have told a s u T K  *'? terms of training us
us, it would have been good.” ^Vrk Scordingly reqmred- Now 1 P,aa to

What can be done ? Look at the habits of

m a tk e s Y w it ir T o u n te ^ a n e s 1?0 T h e  m a t t r e s s e s  iu g 0 ^  b o i l e f  ^  efIx tr e m e ly  s t in k -

i t e “  w i M s a
her husband. °She^suJSied me“ bZh T d  ^  Q[̂  given"!
which was unbearahiv dPPt Tt ® Y lmen bath. and dressed properly, using clothes 
I felt that e f f o r t , f f i l 1 WaStheavy fa\ ° '  P° wder oil and black soot for the eyes. ’stinking dirt of r 6 P betn to Set rid of the ,,n ,

b c lnen was very essential. how much we like to do all this for
W hen  I su g g e s te d  , h u t I c o u ld  m e  o w n  M in ‘b“  s a id ' “ W e -  • ' « *

‘m en , m y  offer w as tu rn ed  d o w n  When T
‘he q u ilt  it w as s t in k in g . ' ' T h e  w h o le  d ay  I o b serv ed  : E v ery  n o w  and

w as or0111 to d a y ’s ex p e r ie n c e  m y  r e a lisa t io n  w ° m e n  p ick ed  u p  th e ir  ch ild ren ; th ey
S o u  31 th a t ,h e  e m a c ia te d  l0 0 k > ‘ he p o o r  tedAI1w ,£  ev ery  W om an th a t p a ssed  that 
w ere nrr!h / ih e ir  fa ces an d  th e  recu r in g  fe v e r  o ’ cl’n r W  It!6 lnen  . le f t  h o m e  b e fo r e  e ig h t  
c o n d V  ° b a b |y  a resu lt o f  a ll th ese  u n h y g ie n ic  h eo in  C , h e . ™ rn, ng- T h e n  th e  g o ss ip in g  
P o ste  10nS' m u st  p repare ch a r t? ®  aS d  t o i Z J r u .  b ‘rdS sa n ie  ^

rs o n  th is  'subject fo r  th em . W ith  a  m k k i p rep a re  K a d h i (cu rry  in b u tter -
•’ K o d r a , a n d  so m e t im e s  th e p la  (a k in d
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of fried chapati) for iheir meals which saves her about a domestic prescription the use of
them a lot of time. which will facilitate the teething period.

It was time to take my bath. All around She complained about the child’s loss of 
the bathing place was open. I was advised not weight. I discussed how a growing child needs 
to mind the lack of privacy and take a bath. more food and how breast feeding requires to 
They had so much of space but they have be supplemented with solid foods and outside 
never made proper use of it. They take bath milk.
and urinate in the open. Probably they do She listened to me intently and she was
not find it wrong. oblivious to what was happening around her.

At my hesitation they said, “ Ben, we use She opened up and further said that her five 
almost any place for such purposes and we children had died; all of them had lost weight, 
have hardly felt ashamed at the lack of To my reply that they might have been ricketty 
privacy.” she said that the doetpr had told her the

It was my turn and I replied, “ Maybe we same thing, 
have to understand what do shame and modesty I advised her that she should get herself
mean. Let us see if covering a face is modesty also medically checked. She sat quietly as if
or publicly not exhibiting certain parts of body she had found an answer to the mystery of her 
is modesty.” children’s deaths.

This had almost touched their tender It was already past afternoon. We were
feelings and I felt that in this manner they required to return back to the training centre 
might understand belter. They had agreed after the stay of three nights. Miraben was 
with my observation. terse that we were leaving after cultivating their

The child was getting fever. He was six affection. Rains had interfered with our plans 
months old and had started teething. I told to construct a lavatory and a bathroom.

•o -o ci«o*o •o r
a 5
3 — A GREAT NAME IN SLATED ROLL-UP 3
5 P P x  BLACK BOARDS ! ! 3

^ “ Megh” Slated Roll up Black Boards have earned a great name
3 IlaBSfiffi* in the field of Social and Block Development education for the 3 
|  following reasons. 5

3 L They are handy, portable and anywhere hangable. |
5 2. They are writable with chalk and erasable with duster. 3

3. They are readable from any angle of vision due to their scientific 3

4. They can be used with advantage as Information as well as 3
* Instruction and News Boards. 3
;j  ^ I  5. They can also serve as programme and announcement boards in 3

For particulars please wr.te NOW to: 5
5 . ..... . - ' 3

Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. 5
Post Box No. 24, j

H BARAMATI (Poona) India. 3
C ^
W o .w o .^ o .tw o u .tw o u .u u .j o.o.o.jo.o.u.oou.u.o.o.o.w.o-o-ll
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Adult Motives, Education, Propaganda
John McLeish

] \ °  fJearninS ever takes place in the absence tend to coincide. As a corollary it may be 
o motivation. The  ̂ slogan ‘education said that to the extent that the method cf 

, , i° r ^du.cat‘OI? s sake enshrines a great learning and the cogent of instruction can be 
falsehood abou human nature. There never seen to serve the purposes of the learner- 
^n L n  k° h the? be such a thing. If the however he might define these—there will be 
DriS?shMss’ o r read <educatlonf. for efficient learning. Interest, as Herbart pointed
Hfe8® t wmdH oivJd» t 3S 30 T ? 6 °Ut’ is ° f the essence of the learning process,
ion n § f r,uer piCUire of theed uca' as activity is the character or method of

nr*" Pro.vlded and of the nature of the students efficient learning and teaching.
ptepared to submit to it. ~ u. , , 5

. 1 his means that for the adult as for the
numn. f  T  be an end m itself. The child, efficient learning will result (a) if and
mnt?vbe f ! educ.atl0n 1S t0 be found in the only if interest can be generated and main- 
motives of the society which provides it, as well tained, and (b) to the extent that he can be
S i l t s  eS 0L ? 0S«e HWh° SUbmit, t 0 i t f  maintained in a state of activUy  ̂ throughout 
rest on A ™ S ar d pufrp?ses ultimately the process. These desiderata are only to be
rest on the particular view of human nature achieved by utilising the actual motives of the
which society, or these particular students, adult learner 
have adopted as a working philosophy. This w . . A ,
is clear from a comparative study of education " bat Are Mo,Ives •
in different societies, both contemporary and w hat *s meant by motives ? These are the 
of past historical periods. permanent drives behind all the activities of

Learning is always purposeful. But the }he individual. Although permanent, they may 
declared purpose of the tutor and the undec- p.e either persistent or periodic in their opera- 
lared purposes of students may not coincide i,on' Ac<-ord!pg the extent that they are
Indeed it would be unusual ifY they did. For 1™ ?;^and utilised can the behaviour of the 
example, the tutor’s purpose may be that the ndlvidual be controlled : if not controlled at 
students should gain a particular insight into leasl predicted.
human character and literary style by studying This 1S n°t to say that motives can be 
some play of Shakespeare. The purposes of known absolutely and completely. It is only 
the students will be very diverse and complex. w'th intimate acquaintance, even then with
Some may wish to improve themselves and 8reat difficulty and liability to error, that the
think that a knowledge of Shakespeare will person as he is in reality can be known by
help them to move in more cultured circles. an°ther. The majority of human beings never
id lers may wish to study Shakespeare as part reach an adequate understanding of their own
m a detailed study of Western literature which m°tives, let alone those of other people. The
uey are engaged in as a matter of interest. ‘°ther’ must remain for most people a mysteri-
utnei.s a§ain may wish to pass an examination ous enigma.
o gain a certificate of some use to them in This difficulty of understanding the motives

tneir vocation. Others may find attending °f the other person adequately, means that
classes ot tms sort a pleasant way of passing tutors will be unaware of the actual motives
the time and giving opportunities of studying °f the adult student until a lengthy and close
the peculiarities of their fellow-men and acquaintance has been made with him. This
women. Others may be attending as an excuse iuct is one justification of long courses of
tor being away from home, and so on. study in small classes, a feature of the British
Conditions of Learning pattern in liberal adult education. It is only

Tf • a , by combining the two factors of continuity of
and1 !1 f DMaIyagreed, hi3tt^e b e s t .teaching study and close persona! and individual

b3 U earnJng ttakc / ' f a  WhSre th* attention that the best results are to bePurposes of the educator and of the educated obtained,
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Discussion for a length of time equal to the They are valuable as providing the necessary
tutor’s contribution allows the tutor to under- concepts and analytical tools with which the
stand the students’ weaknesses and difficulties. specific, concrete situations may be studied.
More, it lets the tutor see flaws in his method with the proviso that all generalisations 
of presentation, errors of judgment or: oftaste, about h * s are co^ditional and

£L 2r ™  «• -y  r™-' <» ^
and so on. Whatever else happens in a class
run on these lines the tutor is constantly being Three Levels of Motivation
educated. j t js conVenient to recognize three levels
Motives Perform Survival Functions in motivation, which may be designated

Motives perform three fundamental func- primary, secondary and tertiary. Some schools
tions without which no organism could *n psychology refuse to recognize that theie
survive. First, they energize behaviour. Second- are levels, others stick to one and ignore the
Iv, they direct behaviour at any given moment others. In justification it may be pointed out
accordingly to the needs, goals, purposes which *hat human beings do not clearly and univers-
they set for the individual. Thirdly, they aUy manifest all types of motivation in their
select (or act as the mechanism by which the normal behaviour. Indeed it is the exceptional
individual selects) one course of activity from individual .who gives a clear lead, and then
the very numerous possibilities inherent in only f°r a relatively short time, on the tertiary
any given situation. level.

What are the adult motives which are The lowest level of motivation is that of
sign ficant for adult education? In raising the segmental or organic cravings. Examples
this question we are immediately embarrassed are hunger, thirst, need for warmth, sex.
by the extraordinary variety of answers which These needs are intermittent, being extinguish-
have been given over the course of centuries. by satisfaction. This level of motivation 
Philosophers and psychologists alike have does not form a basis for programmes of adult
devoted themselves to the amiable pastime of studies.
drawing up lists of human needs and motives The secondary drives are derivative and
and attempting to decide which amongst them are recognisably psychological rather than 
are important. physiological, in character. At this level we

The considerable amount of agreement that £an recognise the need for affection, the need
exists amongst psychologists on questions of . *ie experience of belonging, the need for
human needs has often been obscured by the independence, the need for social approval, 
dust of arid controversies over such questions *be need for maintaining one’s self-esteem, 
as : Which is the dominant motive? Present These needs are persistent. Unlike segmental 
opinion is that this is a largely meaningless drives they are nourished by satisfaction which 
question for psychology,—however suited it can therefore only remain partial. To put this 
may be for philosophical debate. It is a false otherwise, the secondary needs are needs of 
problem because th e ‘dominant motive’ is not the total personality and can never be wholly 
some abstraction residing in the individual. It satisfied. They are effective in all adult 
is the result of an interaction between the students and can serve as the starting-point or 
individual and the situation. Both individual instrument through which the highest level of 
and situation must be considered in their his- motivation may be elicited. This level is built 
torical as well as their contemporary aspect, on the foundation of the secondary drives, as 
not in some artificial construction called ^  latter arise on the basis of the primary 
‘human nature’. needs.

A persistent dominant motive will depend The tertiary needs or motives are not 
largely on a particular need of the individual clearly manifested in Vhomfm moyen sensuel. 
which has been, and continues to be, frustrat- But they are present in latent form, awaiting 
ed over some period of time. Generalisations merely the appropriate time and combination 
about  ̂ human motives, as about ‘human of circumstances to draw them to overt and 
nature tn general, are always erected on a direct expression. At this level we recognize 

ak> l0un(ia,10n 01 inadequate observation, the need for certainty, the need for truth, the
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?£?itvW h]°^H (fn ‘h e , sensc of Christian ing him by an artful selection of material, by
charity), the need ior freedom. appealing to the forces of unreason in him.

These needs when they appear take the or by presenting him with a false picture of
form of basic irreducible needs of the human reality.
fndtid J l h!L iS sbowa tbe. .fact, ‘hat the The only legitimate coercion we can apply 
to « SUb°nrrWn iCa all 1,S °,a.ler rncerds as tutors is to force the student to come to
them m’ aDd may mde Q Ey dovvn his llfe for grips with the real issues in any given problem.

Should he fail to do so, then we may have 
Motives Give Individuality good reason, in the words of John Stuart

In opposition to the view which reduces all ‘for remonstrating with him or reasoning
human impulses and human personality to with him or persuading him or entreating him.’ 
infantile cravings it is suggested that motives. . 1 we have no justification for compelling 
which are the active side of needs, are to be b!s assent. to propositions with which he would 
regarded as individual, unique and contem- dlsaSree if he knew that whole truth which 
porary.. The individual is a complex amalgam we are concealing from him. 
of qualities which form a unity, a person dis- But if we grant the autonomy of the indi- 
tmct from all others. This means that motives vidual personality, it does not follow that 
are individual, dynamic, unique constructions the development of the student is determined 
hardly reducible to a formula. Although by his own particular constellation of needs, 
contemporary motives grow out of antecedent or even by his own particular life-plan for 
systems, as a man develops from the child, himself. The educational content of the sub­
tile connexion between the antecedent and ject, the personality of the tutor and the 
subsequent systems is historical and not func- personal qualities of the other students are 
tional. Except as the historical foundations factors with which he must come to terms, 
of character, the earlier experience and unsatis- He must incorporate and assimilate these 
fied needs of the individual are irrelevant in ‘foreign bodies’ in a manner appropriate to 
the here-and-now. his own unique qualities—in accordance, so to

The implications of this view of motive speak, with his psychic digestion, 
for adult education are manifold. Since as This is the justification of adult education

- £ . s = s  ssfti&grssi s.* m m 's; of
nalities of the class members''vJifhTvSTto dent‘are i f f  ftolivc-'S and shihnes of the stu- 
utilising their specific complexes of need to e,duc;atlon fuac'
energise their,earning processes. S S S U f ’S T

The recognition that each student is a tudes and re-cast them in the same mould as all
devp?0 lr^P^es *bat be should be allowed to the others. The student, inevitably deprived of
and in accordance w'th his own nature, opportunities for development and self-expres- 
last anal31’ as P.osslbIe at his own Pace- In lhe sion by the deficiencies in our social arrange- 
ed C w Py,!IS’ devel°Prner’t cannot be fore- ments, has a second chance, or perhaps a first 
on a fpar I  SUf Ceed,  in artificiall.y plastering chance, of developing his latent talents and 
nnrpnmd hv m S Cldture which will be qualities. Adult education is an aeency the 
acctptea Dy'dim as a dogma. But if these function of which is to release the genie (the
lave n i a roo s in his own nature and Latin word is genius) from the cramping

experience they will soon drop off again. If restrictions imposed on us all by the division 
aS8ei?l iS. Wltb their mouths only and not of labour in modern communities, 

with their minds and hearts the work of the r
educator is in vain. • in tb,s way we can reconcile our concern

-pi • ’ . . , with the individual with the educational pm-
this means that it is short-sighted to poses of society,

attempt to force the student’s choice by pro­
paganda. Such techniques also do violence to —from material supplied by Unesco Educa• 
mm as a person ; we are illegitimately coerc- tional Clearing House
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‘Some Experiments In Social Education’
N. R. Gupta, Asstt. Director of Education (S), Delhi Administration, Delhi.

rrpHE National Seminar called by the Indian The village did not have a Panchayat of its 
J. Adult Education Association at Coimba- own nor there was a school. The financial 

tore in the later part of this month will condition of the village was very poor, 
be discussing the subject of Social Education The village was considered to be a very 
vis-a-vis the Panchayat Raj. good village in which to take up Social Educa­

t e  Panchayat Raj is a recent introduction. tion work because ignorance poverty, insani- 
m e ran i y J f  r>pmn- tation and disease were all present at one

It implies the beg m g  J . place. There was in-activity also. People
cratic set-up righ ro g had no initiative and could not think of any-
(' entre’ thing about their own welfare. The village,

Social Education, however, has now been therefore, afforded a suitable ground for Social 
goinc on for over two decades. It involves Education work

com A worker was, therefore, posted to the 
fents of Social Education have been changing village to take up an adult literacy programme, 
n relation to social needs, trends and prac- the organisation of library and reading room 

tioes Starting as “education for literacy”, services and a programme of Youth Orgamsa- 
it changed orer to “ education for successful J.on for village development. He was con- 
life in a democratic society” . With the launch- f™n^d  with a number of difficulties, 
ing of the Community Development Program- 1. The elders thought that any Youth 
ines, it was termed as “ Education for Commu- Organisation would mean a challenge
nity’ Development” and now in the words of to their traditional leadership,
the Union Minister of Education, it is “ Edu- 2. It was also considered that any time 
cation for Humanity” . Maybe we may soon given by the youth in the activities
begin to term it as “ Education for Emotional organised by the Social Education
Integration”. worker would mean a loss of effort to

Whether it is for literacy or for citizenship ; die, individual family to that extent
for Community Development, for humanity, or and thus, then income would suffer,
for Emotional Integration ; or for one or for 3, It was also considered that youths 
all. is to be seen by studying the process in attending the Social Education Centre
detail. Maybe ‘Education for Democracy’ would also begin a different type of
implies in one phrase all the objectives set life which may cost the elders more,
forth above. a  strong opposition was, therefore, faced

The National Seminar will be discussing by the worker. The worker could, however, 
the subject in detail from various perspectives carry the young men with him as he could 
taking note of numerous experiments carried awaken in them an interest for better living, 
on in the field in various States. The experi- He organised discussion groups, talks, reading 
ences gained should guide us in our delibera- from books and some cultural programmes
tions. " " that were developed by the youth them-

selves.
ft is with this idea that a brief description “ The cooperation of the youth was consi- 

oi a few experiences from the field is being dered to be a very good opportunity by the 
attempted in these pages. Social Education Worker, who tried to utilise
Problem : Youth-Adult Relations their energies in Shramdan for cleaning streets

and getting them paved, constructing soak pits 
Let me begin with the case of a small vi'l- and thus giving a new sanitary look to the 

age of about 550 people, most of them labour- village which was fully dirty and wasj not 
C1S w orking in the orchards round abou t, worth living in,
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This face lifting by removal of the insani- constant action and less talk. They do not 
tary condition was considered to be the basic appreciate the increasing needs of the people
rSt™0tl ih!nV|,-a8effby.the Wurker anud ?ie Con'  in the new age. The younger elements cannot centrated all bis efforts on this one basic point, rest satisfied with limited conveniences at their
withTh, i T n J , inUv bert° fJ 3nj t1ti0n drives disPosal. They have a right to live honorably
. .  i , .e be'P °f the Yuvak Mandals organis- in the fast developing world and must there-
' t hi  h,“ - Cooperation was also sought from fore, acquire all the facilities required for such 
the members of the Yuvak Mandals from the development, 
neighbouring villages. „

This took quite a long time. In the mean- ?, y° / ng Panches’ therefore, think of
while the Municipal Corporation announced P.roblenls frora a collective benefit point of
a prize competition between the villages for VhW‘ aPproach 1S not individualistic,
sanitary condition. With the effortsnut in The trad‘tional villager, however, is not yet 
by the Yuvak Mandal under the nuidance Prepared t0 , glv5 up the individualistic 
of the Social Education Worker thS village and does n?1 seem c°ncerned
secured second prize in the competition. about the .Panchayat or its working or even
This victory, the elders thought to be some- hAween^if ap ° \  ThlS,4 Rrodui;fs a con,fllct 
thing very great. For the Social Education Pancbe£ and.tbs villagers, which
worker, it was a master stroke. The elders P cs a difficult problem for the people as well 
thereafter developed confidence in the Yuvak 3S ° r ^  Pancbayat-
Mandal and praised them for having achieved Here is tbat tbe Social Education Worker 
something for the whole village which they has to Play an important role of educating the 
could not have done. Fame is the last infirmity PeoPle for community action and collective 
of the human mind, but here this infirmity aPPi'oach. This can best be done through 
proved to be a strength and the longstanding Youtb Organisations and organisation of 
gulf between the youth and the elderly was vil,a8e developmental activities through them 
bridged with the result that today the village on Sbramdan basis. When the progress made 
has a school as well as a very good piece of by tbe v'ba2e will be clearly perceptible, the 
land ear-marked for a Social Education Centre. confl’ct will disappear. While, however, it is 
It has developed its own park and a small correct to say that what we want is action not 
building. The activities are participated by words, it.is also correct that for encouraging 
every one with interest. A children’s club has and motivating people to action, some con- 
also started woiking and very soon we may Crete community activity in needed.

kiddeiesa NUfSery SCh00' t0° f° r th e y °Ung Problem: Hurt Feelings, Resulting Schisms
A General Experience w h i^  T y a.nothe[ example of a village. which is situated in the interior and is of a

1 he elders apprehension of a challenge bigger size. It has a population of about 2500 
to their traditional leadership by the People. Almost all castes are represented there 
youth is, however, a general experience ln quite forceful groups and a Gram Panchayat 
ana iS a great handicap in developing bas also been established. A Senior Basic 
mrifl'PaiomeS' T*?ere J * re yarious ways to School for Boys exists in the village, alongwith 
tinn nf *i Prob'em- The above is a descrip- a School-cum-community centre for men A 
interpstino n °? e ° f which has been quite Co-educational Higher Secondary Schooi has

nd rr ay be of help at other places also been started. A very active Youth Club
Qjmiiar , has been organised in the village.

the working o P l S c h a ^  >  **» ° f s „ J h c  nembers of the Youth Club fel, that a
especially when a young person ” ets elected to ? ° i l  Education Centre for women was the 
the village Pradhanship and the members of GranTpf ° [ ,be vlllap -  rbey approached the 
the Panchayat are mostly young people. The accnnimnriatp^th^rp • P[adban offered to
reason is that most of our elders who have so Centre was thereforeK Jn bl® owi 1 ll0use- Afar been resoerferl in the vilhopc fnr ti, • 6 S° (“enfre was, theiefore, started. The women
nnri PiCC 6d m u '  tor,tbeir a§e participated in the literacy class Thcv learnt
I T e  n T  T 'e n0t been n  0 l dT  them- household crafts and developed cultural p "> 
selves to the chang.ng world which demands grammes. But participation was not satis-
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factory. The worker was anxious to give the The village had no facilities for communi- 
bcnefit of the activities to the maximum cation and transport. Although the Railway 
number of women. She started a house to line runs past the village, there was no Rail- 
house survey, which revealed that participa- way station. The village has a population of 
tion would increase if the Centre was shifted about 1500 people comprised of 3 main com- 
from the Pradhan’s house. Other members of munities : Jats, Sainis and Harijans. The 
the Panchayat had offered a place for running Harijans formed quite a strong block in the 
the Centre, which were not only suitable, but village. Most of the elders are uneducated, 
also promised better participation. but the younger generation has been receiving

In view of the greater good of the greater education and quite a number ot the young 
number, the worker shifted the Centre to men are employed in Delhi, 
another place. But the Pradhan felt it as an A Social Education Centre was started in 
insult which he could not easily pocket. The this village in 1958. There was then no 
Centre started working and the participation Panchayat. The Worker found that the 
improved, though not in accordance with the villagers had neither interest nor initiative for 
expectation. The shifting, however, developed the developmental needs of the village. The 
a problem among the members of the most important need was for transportation 
Panchayat and a dilemma for the worker, facilities, because quite a number of young 
Complaints against her performance and even men were daily passengers for Delhi, 
against her behaviour began pouring in. While The WOrker’s biggest headache was that the 
one group pressed for the ciosme of the Centre, 3 main communities did not even confer 
the other would not let us move. The post- together> not to speak of co-ordinating or 
lion was still more difficult because the lady co-operating even in matters of common 
worker had in the meantime formed a Manila jnterest There were acute differences when- 
Mandal in whicn the ladies had begun ta 'ing eyer any p roject was to be undertaken, 
great interest. The Mahila Mandal felt even 3 . ,  ^  . „ 7 , . . . .  .
more interested in the lady worker when they The Social Education W orker deliberated 
found that the village people were making over the problem. He was advised to con- 
complaints even against her personal centrate all his energies on devising ways and 
behaviour means to solve the transportation problem so

T ' '. . . . . . .  . „ . .  . that he might at least win the cooperation of
kn S11?B a ticklish situation, the Yuvak the younger elements. The Worker, therefore,

Mandal alongwith the Workers in the School- facecj the problem by approaching the Railway
r i 1 init’atlVe and authorities and requesting the establishment ofbrought about compromise between the mem- .. <?*. *• c. n t,, • „
bets of the Panchayat and thus ended a conflict a Ral Station r 1 ^  ^il a^e- f
which had developed without any genuine much desired facility and the youth, t cr c, 
basis. Had this organised group not taken promised him all suppoit. 
the lead, a very good activity organised for The worker did not waste much time and 
the benefit of all the women in the village soon succeeded in obtaining a promise from
would have come to a close. the Railway authorities for starting a station

This case study emphasizes the need for provided the villagers would donate a piece of
discussing problems with all people concerned anc  ̂ ^ePoSIt a Sl!m ° . as~,liieir
before taking action. Emotional logic is often contribution for building the Booking Office, 
quite different from the logic revealed by etc- . . ,
rational surveys. Securing the Pradhan’s The conditions were not difficult, but, in a 
active help on the survey and then discussing conflicting community even that seemed an
its implications with him might have prevent- impossibility. The Worker and the youth did 
ed the problem. " not, however, lose heart. They summoned a
Prnhi™ • i  n ;c ,i J v n  general meeting. As expected the attendance

. ’ 1 1 aSc was poor and disappointing. The preliminary
Vet another example of a similar type may discussion was held without much result,

be studied of another very big village situated The Worker thought of trying another
!n ! R; interior of a different Development method. He summoned a meeting of the
Block 'n T- eini. Harijans and invited the youth to it. The
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Harijans attended in large numbers. While 80 are Harijans. The traditional leaders did
the problem was being discussed, the not see eye to eye with the youth and were
other groups smelt that the youth may succeed very uncompromising. Their defeat in the
in getting cooperation from the Harijans for Panchayat election infuriated them and they
implementing their programme, Members refused to cooperate with tbe Panchayat.
from the other groups therefore also dropped
in and the technique employed by the The Social Education Worker posted in
Worker succeeded in obtaining a donation the village was confronted with the problem
of land as well as an amount of Rs. 500/ . of reconciling these conflicting interests and

The matter was soon discussed with the activiting people tô  participate in develop-
railway authorities and they agreed to stop 1116111 work- The Worker started making
a few trains in the morning and evening for personal approaches to individuals and
the advantage of the villagers ; but "they developing personal contacts with the
would not agree to post a booking clerk, un- v“.la8ers as to create better social relation-
till the yearly income from tickets at that ship among the villagers. His efforts, however,
station was Rs. 1000/-. Discussion again took dld not bear mucb fruit, 
place. The worker invited the Youths to
volunteer for this purpose till the income While trying to solve the problem he was
reached the target prescribed. The members reminded of the Katha technique adopted by
of the youth club w'ere game although it in- 11S c°deagues in another village. This
volved a number of "difficulties. CBut the Worker is a good singer and can himself corn-
advantages of a Station far cut-weighed all pose 111 lhe vil,2§e dialect. He, therefore,
such problems and the youth took it upon comP°sed some songs and Bhajans from the
themselves to work the Railway Station till the story of Jai Chand and Prithvi Raj and orga-
prescribed target was reached. The Station is uised a small Bhajan Mandali. His sweet voice
even now being worked by volunteers from „  accompaniment with the Harmonium and
the Youth Club. Tabla attracted much audience, and made

ium popular among the villagers. New was 
While all these problems were being faced the chance for him to put before the people

and solved, a Panchayat was formed in the with all the force he commanded, how
village. The Panchayat worked very w'ell for mutual discord between Jai Chand and
sometime with the cooperation of Youth Prithvi Raj brought about the downfall of
Club which had members from all the groups, the Rajput empire. The villagers appreciated
Unfortunately, the Pradhan expired and a it and exhibited great interest in the pro-
new Pradhan had to be elected. Communal grammes organised by him.
feelings again ran high and personal interest
came to the fore. The worker apprehended To add to this he also arranged to obtain 
that the village unity and concord would again milk powder and organised free distribution of
breakup. The Worker however, being a man milk to the people in the village. His dis-
ot advanced age and ripe experience, rose to courses thus coupled with social" service and
Mal?nw,SIOn' He thought of organising the his devotion bore fruit and the villagers
viiHo.ro f,1 Katha and explaininS to the developed confidence in him.
vn agers the evil results of mutual conflict
nat edi nhv nT he, Katha was actively partici- He now thought the time was ripe to

' rlicmnrcps ho ri° .6 rom groups and his propose a developmental project. He 
discourses had a very good effect, with the thought in this way to test whether
result that people sank their differences and mutual discord had ' disappeared or not.
elected them Pradhan unanimously. Two projects were, therefore, proposed
Problem : Y outh-A dult Conflict before tbe villagers : cleaning the village

r . . , .. pond and building a link road to the main
othLr sUS ,n0 StUdy U PIf°b‘e m fr° m ?n’ pucka road' The whole vilia£e very glad!' co-
a Cpninf en fhlS c at,caf  3 VR age haviD8 operated in completing these two projects and
p ■ e . 0 Paste School lot Toys and a the long standing discord between the
nimary school for girls. The population of Panchayat and the frustrated traditional

o village is about 600 out of which about leaders disappeared.
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Problem : No Sense of Belonging the time for striking again. The village
We may now examine a few cases where the Pfac**? 5-ad tlie incici^nt h's tm'n̂ 11*an1̂n Seat 

Panchayats have been very instrumental in about finding ways and means to P P 
organising activities for the residents of the building which everybody in the village could 
vilfaoe. But for the establishment of Pancha- call h.s own He levied some tax on the l.me 
vats" the establishment of Social Education quarries, and before long a village home was
Centres would hnve been an impossibility. centre'wifb a m X o f  amenities

In a progressive village with a population pQr women and children and stands like a 
of about 3,000, all suitably employed, a lady ijoftted torch to show the way to others.
Social Education Worker was sent some three
years ago to organise educational, cultural and Panchayats—Good and Bad 
craft activities for ladies. It was done on the This case  ̂ however, js by no means the only
initiative of a well meaning enthusiast who examp]e where the Social Education activities
offered his own house to accommodae t e have been greatly accelerated after the forma- 
Centre. It was all very good The need for tjon 0g panchayats. In a number of other 
the Centre was genuine. The ladies apprecia- villages, too, the Panchayats have played a 
ted it. The Centre was well equipped but the commendable role in realising the importance 
participation was most discouraging. of educational activities for enlightening and

The ladies were anxious to learn, the enlivening the people. Some Panchayats have 
Department had provided all the facilities, the set aside considerable sums of money for the 
village was quite progressive, the Centre had organisation of activities for the youth and
been well located and equipped. Still the acti- other have even arranged rented buildings for
vities lacked participation. This posed a pro- the Social Education Centres.
blem to be in\estigated. While such instances reflect so well on the

Was it untouchability. No. Was it poverty. acbjevements of democratic decentralisation 
No. Was it isolated location of the Centre and present bright pictures, there are darker 
No. Was it vested interest . No. Was it pjctures also available. Maybe they are due to 
ignorance . No. Was it casteism or group fast urbanisation or to exploitation of the 
factions No. Was it a felt need . It was. jonorant by the cleverer groups. Whatever it 
What was it then that kept the learners away bg ^ dQgg Provide a situation to the Social 
and did not encourage them to participate in a Education Worker wherein he has to act with 
useful programme . ajj tfie tact be has. While objectively maintain-

After much talking and listening to the ing his non-partisan attitude, he has to enable
women, the worker decided that it was the tbe people to solve their problems in an arnica-
sense of belonging, that was not there. The ble manner,
village women could not be convinced that the
Centre w as‘their Centre’ the ‘ Centre of the Problem: Corrupt Panchayat
whole village.” It was only a ‘ Chowdhrys’ A study of one such case may be of interest
house”, a “neighbour’s bethak” for whom to the readers and we may, therefore, attempt
different groups had developed different a brief description thereof.
notions. The village women needed some T . .  _
place which every one could call her own. . ^  1S ^ cas® aTJ ,111 ■ ̂  c- ‘ yd .° tUj. _ . . , skirts of urban Delhi. Since Independence,

Effort* v>ere made to find some other house Delhi has been expanding fast and urbanisa-
m the village which every participant could tion has been going on quite briskly. The 
call her own. There was none. 1 he efforts villages are fast becoming townships and 
aiied. Fhe village had no common funds to beautiful bungalov/s equipped with all ameni- 

raise a common budding and the Centre had to ties Gf modern life now occupy all the land
ri c [nWI?' * t, . , . once under cultivation. The whole situation

v „ I f ' ! 1 h° We,VCr- left 3 deep T Pre?‘ ^ in many cases so changed, that the original 
ion on some enthusiastic y oung men, who felt vi!lage lifJ pattern is now only a tale to tell, 

heavily embarrassed at their helplessness. A *
ear later, the village Panchayat was formed Such a changing state has brought in many 

and it was everybody’s Panchayat. Now was complexities. While administratively the unit
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is a village, in reality it has lost all its rural such unsocial and corrupt practices Conscien-
cnaracter. The homogeneity, the attachment tious and devoted workers with a missionary
and inter-dependence of village life is all gone zeal will certainly be able to deal with the
and a few intelligent demagogues have been situations if only they are conscious of and
provided with good opportunity for exploit- cautious about them,
mg the ignorant and the weaker groups, both
from the peasantry as well as from the artisan Problem : Cooperation of Authorities 
c*ass> A practically similar technique had to be

In the vicinity of the village under review, used with success in another village in a diffe- 
new colonies were developing fast. Land was rent situation. In that village" the Social 
needed for expansion. The village had a vast Education Worker, the Panchayat and the
forest area belonging to the Gram Sabha i.e. Youth Club had all failed to obtain the
the common property of the whole village cooperation of the authorities for getting the
community. The village Panchayat had some minimum civic amenities for the village,
undesirable elements also within it. Vice nre- i ,• „ ,
vailed over virtue and the manipulation star- were intolerYblv ^  °fi Uln Vlllag<;
ted. Bit by bit the forest began to disappear ^  7 un*amt,ar>' w '}h heaps of
and the common land was sold out to urban condit ion offhn °ui 3 sides‘ The ec°nomic
colonizers under the pretext of utilising the rrmn _ f the village was very poor. Funds
money for implementing gainful projects for . uld not raised through voluntary contribu-
the betterment of village life P J tions. The magnitude of work required for

, * , ‘ , obtaining the necessary sanitary atmosphere
lime passed on. The land was alienated was too big to be tackled on a shramdan basis 

Dut no beneht in return was perceptible yet the residents must have their due. The
nor did the Panchayat funds show any youngsters kept busy with weekly shramdan
accumulation. All well-meaning people in and continued reminding the authorities also, 
the village felt worried but it was all darkness. Shramdan gave them little achievement and 
The Social Education Worker seemed to them the Official agency did not stir
the only torch bearer. For him however, the
issue involved dangerous intricacies. Out of frustration, the youth resorted to

He cannot take^sides yet he cannot allow in the
the ignorant to suffer What shall he do  ̂ Tt j fiS' ?  le e dj rs considered it to be an act 
was a dilemma. He’thought of a plan.’ He ^ amatl0nand aPPrehending displeasure of
must strengthen himself first. He did not lose tl-P v o m l^ l* 0^  f ' t0 sni‘b. and mock 
time in organising a village leaders camp. The ‘ } Stead of admiring or helping them.
young and old alike interested in village uplift The situation was getting complicated, 
were invited from the neighbouring villages The youth, however, did noT lose courage 
which f°rmed one V.L.W. Circle. Responsi- and thought of organising a community pro- 
Die officers of the different development depart- gramme on the Republic Day. The Worker 
dcdffi Ŵ re ,nvdted t0 speak aild guide the was with them all the time and for him that 
esteemat'10nSV. ElderS wh° were held in high was a 8°]den opportunity. The highest Officer 
invited a n d v‘Pages were also ° f  the concerned Department was approached 

e Camp started. and was invited to preside over the function,
fhe village people took advantage of the The acceptance of the invitation was enough 

oppoitumty and utilised the platform for to evoke a brisk activity in the village, 
ventilating their grievances. The Panches Fortunately for the youth who had hit on The 
stood exposed and an enquiry was instituted, right technique, the village surroundings were 
The investigation revealed numerous irre°u- dean before the day of the function, which the 
Parities and the vicious circle was broken. & village celebrated with a real sense of pleasure 

Such cases may be many. The situation is an.d.achievement. The village was in fact a 
too delicate to tackle and the intricades mimatUre Republic‘
involved need very tactful handling. During Cooperation between the elders and the 
he transitionary period, however, selfishly youth was not only restored but also took 

over-am bitious people do tend to resort to  firmer roots with the result that a number o f

u u



useful activities have now been organised in come to an end-or public property be lost to 
the village for providing gainful employment the Government by some misdeed of the 
to the needy. The Amber Charkha Parisbra- frustrated and infuriated groups, 
malays is one such example.
„ , ,  . . .  ,  . ,. The present case, however, refers to aProblem : Misuse of Authority vil]age w£ ch had been provided ’with a radio

One more interesting example and I would Set since the beginning of the Scheme. A res- 
close the present study. This is an example ponsible village" enthusiast had cared for the 
which shows how important it is to be able to set without complaint from any body, 
read and write in this era of Democratic
Decentralisation. It also shows how blind With the advent of the Panchayat in the <
confidence creates undesirable situations and village, a resolution was received by the con- 
how authority is misused for personal ends. cerned requesting him to shift the radio

Rural broadcasting provides an important set }?  tbe. . ^rtfdba-n s house. It 
programme of mass education. Although was rather surprising but smee u was a Reso- <
primarily a programme for education. $
it is suitably integrated with information were ssued f01 sa 1 g - l - 
and entertainment. To be frank, the village .. , . . , „ r
community listening set is the only pleasure Whcn actlon was be’DS taken’ a 1au“ ber of 
in the otherwise dull and dreary life of the £Venes " eref made by surprised villagers
village. The programmes, are, therefore, Tbe ,to the query was f that n
heard with interest by every one without ^ as beifnf, dpone >n ? ur.sua"ce. of a [es° “ 
discrimination of any type. " of e Pacc af l s,f" ed by everybody

including the care-taker. This reply surprised
Much before either the Social Education villagers all the more. They expressed com- 

Scheme or the Community Development plete ignorance about any such resolution. 
Programme. Radio sets were distributed in Investigation revealed that the signatures 
Delhi villages. Responsible villagers who had been obtained on a blank paper under the 
offered to look after the sets, operate them pretext of a representation being sent for 
and organise reception and listening for all some other village development project, 
villagers, were registered as care-takers.

With the launching of the Social Education Ignorance Threatens Democracy 
Scheme and then the Community Development The case was very interestin'? For the
Programme, the system was a little changed. Social Education Worker such ignorance and 
In villages where Soc.a Education Workers exploitation is intolerable. This would strike 
have their Centres, the sets work at the Centre, at tjle very root 0p Democracy and bring 
otherwise the V.L.W. or the School teacher discomfort and unrest inste2d J { eace and
or any other concerned Government function- prosperity. Yet this may not be a solitary 
ary looks after it. Where no such functionary example ' y
is available, the old - type care-taker still

™  vlll lee'bas * '"*»• .™* «  <*> Senu'ine cases „f 1siz. Milage has a ..clio set. various types reveals that Social Education 1
Now with Panchayats, Panchayats provide and Panchayat Raj are both important Social 

common places where the sets work under any institutions, complementary and sunnlem™ * 
ot the arrangements mentioned above or even tary to each other. While one m » ,  S  IZl , g
undei the care-takership of the Pradhan ceed without the other the other mav not at ^
himself. A number of villages, how- all function without t e ml er^ n r S
ever, pose difficult problems. The village 6 others patronage. ,
Pradnan in some cases feels that the radio is How best to coordinate the two activiu 
a prestige article and must be installed in his is difficult to generalise Nor is it easv n S
house while the previous care-taker is reluctant which is to precede and’ which to foil $y i ay
to part with it for obvious reasons of having safest c o n c lE m a ? ,w h l w  i  The - *
been associated with it for quite a long time, should exist and operate^ i ‘ J3 tbe two
Such situations create ticklish problems which brim? the maximum^onH « d<f by side t0
need tactful handling, lest one good activity • number!0 ,naximlim 8° ° d to lbe maximum
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Qjur Town

Khujir-on-Baikal
By Evgueni Veltistov

™r oh„e. ■al,eh' , l" S“mmer' cast their “ ts 
climate there is harsh for the Baikal ij^a and '  lak, V win,ter’ ,hey *» ■ » *

s k s m s 4«» u
aim„s, all sides by snow, . 0 ^ "  '  “  S '  ,,!eT  i l l

Oa the island the wind blows ceaselessly, are full of silvery fish.
year in year out, so strongly that even in the T ,.
Heart of winter the snow never settles on the i -.1. a smah towns Khujir has its 
ground : it is swept away by the wind cnron icier the local school-master Nicolai

The landscape of Olkhon is „,:na He witnessed the birth and the
swept-—a symphony in r d  and vpilmu f  >' fr, el°Pment of the town, since he arrived on

in Winter the island is joined to the main- but a wilderness. It was inhabited by alone
land by a road across the ice. It is a danger- fisherman who had settled there in spite of the 
ous crossing. Even when the thermometer fact that the Shamans (local priests or 
registers forty degrees below zero (72 degrees sorcerers) considered the spot to be peopled
£  n ,iFaf renheit) y0U haVe t0 keep a sharp ^  evdspirits- The Buriats had brought offer- 

A 1 ’ • f crevasses are apt to appear inSs there from time immemorial, and the 
suddenly in front of your truck, and the best womenfolk used a roundabout way to avoid 
hip r i n W wor)fi are useless on sueh a skat- the “Shaman’s Stone”. But the first fisher- 

11 v..‘ ™an s example was contagious ; others, seeing

bank bS  p,a“ for fl!hi° 8 5000

ftt e ' “ !o7sThe0 wa\aeSr y0TL ab?;uaa t ‘on w K  , ar,Khn“jir b« ^ a 0ge<3 a good deal since .hose 
the fish are laid to drystand out aL7n«t 5 Z Z  7 6day’ no one could imagine life 
background of yellow sand • you see tle ,-e without a school and a library, a clinic, a
walks that lead u o t h e  bank a ^ t h - k SeWin8 centre and a hostel. Yet twenty-five 
and curing sheds Up on ton o P i f " 1® y* T  a,g0 none of these institutions existed ; 
solid.lookfng log houtes^PinePtrees nnJ rnarC and, the uewcomcrs had great difficulty in sand. 8 108 n° USeS} pine trees and more explaining to the Buriats what a bath was used

On a sunnv , , ior and why you needed a doctor.

and sparkles like’ th^ decorations'1 on"^ II, ls ati11 mid-winter and bitterly cold, but 
Christmas tree for all the houses, from the l£e ’sla(ld tadors are already busy preparing for 
floor to the roof-top, are made of pine-wood the Spring season :• at the library people are

' queuing up for the books, papers and periodi-
The Shaman’s Stone cals which have just arrived from Irkutsk, the

You have probably guessed that Khuiir is ^ f gest town m the area ; in the afternoon,
a fishing village. Lake Baikal—-the deinest i  plf  rGU“d the ‘'Shaman’s Stone”, 
and one of the coldest lakes in the w orld - “ arch,ng for old coins in its cracks and
provides a livelihood for most of its menfolk h -S ” 8 ’J ? d ln. the evening the fishermen’s
These fishermen are touch, sturdy fellows -md  ̂ is thronged with people who come to 
so they have to be since*they Spend’&t S  fives show!’ t0 Ust”  t0 3 COnCert or see a fiIm
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A Letter from Moscow send their catch to Irkutsk regularly, and

, s sa .'x fcu ?
* ° f , wero abls ,0 ,as,e f,sb ,rom Lakewhich Reviakin has set up with the help of the miKai-

schoolchildren. It is no coincidence that the In winter, in spite or the intense cold,
museum should be named after Vladimir the little port is humming with activity.
Obruchev, the famous Russian geologist. In Trucks of all kinds and sizes come and go 
December 1956, the scientist wrote from across the ice ; the noise of the power station 
Moscow describing his trip to the island in on the cliff mingles with that of the work- 
1 8 8 9 , enquiring about conditions there today, shops where motorboat engines are being 
and asking for samples of local ores. repaired, and with the creaking of the winch

Soon a regular exchange of correspondence which, in anticipation of the summer months, 
started up between Moscow and the island, extracts great blocks of ice from the lake 
It was cut short unfortunately by the scientist’s for the cold storage rooms, 
death. But good results had been achieved. Barrels which smell of freshly cut wood 
The school now has an exhibition room where are piling up in the cooper’s yard. The car-
various discoveries are on view together with penters are busy putting the finishing touches
stuffed animals and a collection of ores. The to a large house for four families. At the
children of Khujir write regularly to other moment it stands alone, on one side of Obru-
school-children in different parts of the USSR chev Street, which leads off towards the forest,
telling them about the life they lead on the But work is far more advanced on the other 
shores of Lake Baikal, and describing the side of the street where four new houses have 
local flora and fauna. already been completed.

As for Nicolas Reviakin, an enthusiastic Khujir is growing fast and so is its popula- 
spare-time archeologist who discovered the tion. The nursery school is now too small
oldest known burial places in the Baikal area, and a new one is being built. Old huts where
he recently received a very good piece of some of the fishermen used to live are being 
news : the" local branch of the Geographic replaced by comfortable, modern houses ; and 
Society in Irkutsh had elected him as one of the water supply is being laid on...
its members. _ Many things still remain to be done, but

No, Olkhon certainly does not feel isolated tjie fishermen of Olkhon have got what it 
from the rest of the world. The island keeps takes, 
in touch with other parts of the Soviet Union
and even further afield. The local fishermen (U N ESC O )

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES JOE GOMARAM STORY
Dr. K.L. Shrimali, Union Education „ T1'e Pe°Ple of Gomaram in the Narsapur 

Minister, reported in the Raj>a Sabha that Panchayat Samiti (Andhra Pradesh), with a 
details of the Scheme for starting Correspon- population of 600, have cleaned up their 
dence Courses in selected Universities are village, iilled the ditches and straightened the 
being worked out by an Expert Committee streets measuring two miles entirely through 
under the chairmanship of Dr. D.S. Kothari. shramdan. The work on this project lasted

for about two months. On an average 50 
Dr. Shrimali stated that it was expected villagers worked every day from 4 o’clock in 

that the Correspondence Courses would be the morning to 7.00 a m

S  w „ S l w S e b0Pr T ,hKir  T ? f t ' , he
College centres and by 'those who could not w d f w h f c h i  d a "?"* rwm, ,he facC, 'hat a 
join regular colleges for other reasons. within three bojjs. Own’eT s'V lhree ho„s«

It is proposed that the Correspondence which posed obstructions agreed to their 
s.udents would be awarded the same degree being demolished, in order that the road 
as regular students. alignment could be straightened.
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VIJNAN MANMRS IN NATIONAL “Similar was the purpose behind the pro-
RECONSI RUCTION vision of soil-testing, detection of plant

i c c c diseases, water analysis, advice about the use
A conference o, State Officers connected of different fertilizers, etc. The idea was not

A n n n J'/fh l ^as “ f u8urated on to take away the functions of the health or
Minister19 r e  D Das’ ,Uni°? Deputy agricultural departments but simply to capture
Min ster ot Scientific Research and Cultural the imagination of the people and draw them 
Affmrs. The Conference was convened to work to the Vijnan Mandirs and to explain to them

over ?o theSute g"  emments J"aD ^  basis ° f 3,1 these

These “little islands of science” are without museums^ho^ve^Tmffif the>- mav'be ffiso 
parallel ,n the world, Dr. Das said. serve admirably well to attract people.  ̂ Curio

r? , , ,  , sity is a very powerful force. A well organised
Forty Vijnan Mandirs have been establish- museum in a Vijnan Mandir invariably 

ed since 195? Their aim “ is to inculcate becomes a centre of great interest and conse
•Pf pUlatii°n i he f abit 0 f ,free ?uentIy a centre for dissemination Of know- and rational thinking thereby releasing their ledge.”

minds from the shackles of age-long traditions
and superstitions.” They are to propagate ---------
science and a scientific outlook among the p . . r>„ , .. _ .
rural people. 1 unJab Panchayati Raj

. n -In ^ u2ust’ Punjab completed Panchayati
Although educational institutions, Vijnan KaJ training for 90,000 Punches, Sarpanches 

Mandirs are not substitutes for traditional and lower level Government functionaries, 
schools or social education for adults. -r • •

training was conducted in 226 camps
“In the Vijnan Mandirs, we try to educate “1,0.u§bo.ut the State. The 2,143 trainees had 

the people by performing simple scientific inst™ fI0n tw0 months earlier at Rai,
experiments with the help of simple instru- Nabha and Batala. 
ments and explain the scientific principles—
the laws of nature that guide the universe, r o o o n o n  <r> o > o o n o o o  o t j>
Here in Vijnan Mandirs, we set up a small X , u ,  K  . . 5
museum, collect interesting specimens, maybe I nave 5°u bought / it not, hurry up J
mineral, botanical, zoological or human, and * A ir, _ T A
try to educate the public by giving them 9 NEW PUBLIC ATIONS *
relevant information about them. We try to 9 i
inspire the public, especially the students and C i • ?
young men of the locality, to establish science f, ' ° rgamsatlon m 5
clubs and to read scientific literature provided l  M  Bd“catlon- ReP ^  $
by the Vijnan Mandir Library. We encourage X k Xlth Seminar Rs. 2.00 ^
them to hold discussions about local questions * o ^  - 5
and problems and try to solve them in a 9 2* Organisation in 2
scientific way. £ Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1.00 Y

Social Education in Delhi £
At the beginning, there was great emphasis 9 An Assessment Rs. 6 . 0 0  jt

upon the service aspect of Viinan Nfiindirs C a r* n i *_i • ,,
Arrangements were made for pathological C 4‘ J* Indl8n Soc,ety 5
examination of blood, urine, sputum stool g S' B 10 a Rs' 2.00 $

& . r j s s l
l ,r»a: r  WuM,i<,n j

and then explain to them the causes of disease 9 17‘B JndraPrasth» Marg, New Delhi. *
and the actions of medicines to cure them. 5 « » o U . o . 0 . o . (> o .u . t > 0 .t>  J . o <u, ]
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Social Education as Foundation of Sound and practices in a living situation. A well-
Panchayati Raj informed farmer will earn better returns from

(Continued from page 8) his farming operations and be able to maintain
Well-organised rural institutions will a higher standard of living for himself and his

strengthen the foundation of democracy. Edu- family,
cation for democracy is imparted through 
working in groups to attain a particular pur- Role of Seo :
pose. The organised effort ol solving their The role of Social Education is to help 
problems teaches the individuals and the group people through comprehensive and well balanc-
their mutual responsibilities and provides ed programmes. Its chief function is to help
opportunities to put into practice what they people help themselves through technical advice
have learned. This type of out-of-school edu- and leadership opportunities. It is a continuous
cation can equip the people for group action educational process carried out by creating a
and cooperative management of village welfare series of learning situations like training camps
activities. social service camps work projects, youth club

In order to attain that purpose and to activities, seminar, rural radio forums, study
achieve a solid foundation for the Indian agri- tours, etc. It deals with the process of group
cultural economy we should establish a formation and cultural process of change,
direct educational cooperative relationship bet- The Social Education Organiser, having 
ween Social Education programmes, village been trained in the methods of working with
institutions like Panchayats, cooperatives, people, groups and institutions and also having
vocational basic schools, farmers organisa- specialized in mass communication media
tions, youth clubs and extension services, techniques is in a position to assist Panchayat
a Social Education programme can offer members to work effectively in giving overall
educational opportunities leading to higher leadership in village development and adminis-
and more stable income through better services tering sound Panchayati Raj.

|  F L A S H -C A R D S I
i k
& PA N C H A Y A T AID SE R IE S— Commentaries in Hindi and English &

Price per set Rs. 2.50 I|  . &
* Gaon Sabha and Gaon Panchayat §

-f * The Working of a Panchayat $ 5

® * Service Co operatives $ 5

* Rural Youth Club
$  * Family Planning f ,
^ * Adult Literacy
¥  * Supplemental Feeding for Babies k
k  f

* We also publish books for Neo-literates in Hindi. |
* Puppets and Puppet Stage. j.

f  a
Please write for further details x

b u s in e s s  m a n a g e r  I
Publications /

LITERACY HOUSE, KANPUR ROAD, LUCKNOW $
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« * j ^ g S * £ 6 W S 6 S $ n

I  DURABLE DECORATIVE DISTINCTIVE |
$  H A N D I C R A F T S  OF  R A J A S T H A N  x <§
(b «D
#  . . .  . . 'U
(Jg An artistic article of Handicrafts of Rajasthan with exquisite workmanship Gj)
(*U prepared by expert and experienced craftsman is a source of pride and special attention 
(jj in your drawing room. A piece in your rooms will not only add to the colour but also ^  
' f)  serves as a utility article. f f)

y  We offer you a wide range of Handicrafts which are as f o l l o w s ^
I  y

* Art Brassware * Lac Bangles fp

* Sandletvood and Ivory Images Statues, * Tie & Dye Scarves & Sarees in attractive /x
'% table Lamps, Bangles, ear rings, colours. (K
A* etc. etc. V
a  W
p t * Sanganer & Banner Prints. * Lacquer toys. ĵ)

lb  ” Papier Macbie toys. * Embroidered shawls and leather bags. <S)

^  * Water bottles (Badlas) * Carpets and Durries.

^  * Marble Statues and Household ware. * Nathdwara and Ajmer Costume Jewellery. iV

* Blue Art Pottery, Flower vases, Ash * Plain & Embroidered Namda Tea cosy ifi)
Trays, Bowls etc. and Table mats.

f) |
f ;  A V A I L A B L E  AT f ;

'|i) .
cm Rajasthan Government Handicrafts Emporia J
p  p

danpath Lane, New Delhi. Old Tehsil Building, Mt. Abu. W

Mirza Ismail Road, Jaipur. Temple Road, Nathdwara. (p)

■nj Kuchheri Road, Jodhpur. Rampura Bazzar, Kotah. , -

(tM Opposite Chetak Cinema, Udaipur. Opposite Railway Station, Bikaner.

I  1 ’ <|
y j  ISSUED BY h i
(b m
p  GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN M
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g Studies in Planned Development jj
(T J
j  PLANNING IN INDIA §
C by Sir V.T. Krishnamachari. Here, at last, is the book that gives in broad outline ? 
g the salient features of the Three Five- Year Plans. Rs. 10.00 D
|  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA 9
C by B. Mukerjee, I.C.S. Expounds fully the ideology and objectives of community 3

? development in India and also presents a comprehensive picture of the programme. D
Rs. 10.00 3

|  INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISE IN INDIA jj
by Dr. Nabagopal Das. Describes the development of industrial enterprise in $ 

* India from the middle of the 19th Century to the beginning of the Third Five-Year A
9 Plan. Third Revised Edition. 2?s. 10.00 ^
9 EMPLOYMENT AND CAPITAL FORMATION IN *
5 UNDERDEVELOPED ECONOMIES j
9 by Dr. V. V. Bhatt. A comparative study of capital intensity in the industries of  ̂
9 the developed and underdeveloped economies: Rs. 10.00 *
9 RESOURCE PROSPECTS OF THE THIRD FIVE YEAR PLAN ^

by Dr. I. S. Gulati. Au estimate of the financial resources that could be tapped a
5 for meeting the cost of India’s Third Five-Year Plan. Rs. 10.00 ^

9 ORIENT LONGMANS LTD. Sj
1/24 Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi-1. 5

C BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS 5
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„ . ) You encourage others to join voluntary organizations f

J The Indian Adult Education Association j
|  )  IS YOUR VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATION ^

» i Support your profession and your organization : (

{
J O Join j

j © Encourage others to join j

j ® Attend meetings {

t © Read the Journal j
)  7 . <
) Q Write about your experiences. ^

i r - .  <« J ° in Wlth o thers to  help build a b e tte r India, by w orking  (
f together to learn to  do our own jobs better. ^

J PERSO N A L MEMBERSHIP ... Rs . 8/- j

I' j  INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP ... Rs. 100/- <J
. j  L IFE  M EM BERSHIP ... Rs„ 100/_ (
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f e ^ r n t « A M E '  . f  3 1 6 1 0 ------------------- 1
p y s ? ^ " ^  w address- -  TF i  I  I

1 1  t e l e g r a p h  u f c - u n  __  _

i> ____ *

^JID D R E SS VOUR T E L E G R A M  
": ' r O a  P H O N E  NUMBER

this hist service, all you have to do is to write the 
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Financial statement Only Ourselves to Blame
The Contem porary

C h a llen ge  to Education |"kUR annua' conference and seminar at Coimbatore have
v J  just ended. A major point of discussion was the elimina- 

W orking Through tion of the SEO post in some Slates or its consolidation
Traditional V illage Leaders with lhat of tlie Pancliayat Officer or Sub-Inspector of Schools.

. The Indian Conference of Social Work is being held in
lNew Look at Literacy New Delhi as this Journal goes to press. The social work

w , _ , . field now has at least 18 schools of social work, some of
Wnat Education Should  Be them excellent, with recognized degrees. There is not a single

training institution for social educators, other than the in­
flow  Towns W ere Born service training centres set up as an ad hoc measure.

'Shall We Eradicate Literacy The sad fact is, even these institutions find a great
Cam paigns? dearth of people actually trained in adult education. Some

have not a single faculty member trained in adult education. 
Training in the supporting social sciences, yes—sociology,

— —— social science research, and other undergirding disciplines.
But is there a person who knows how to prepare literacy 

EDITORIAL BOARD materials starting from a word count of local usage ? Is there
a person who through his own teaching demonstrates methods

t Dr. M. s. Mehta ?ther tlian the lecture method—methods appropriate to teach-
: 1 ing adults ? Is there a person who demonstrates effective field

Shri Maganbhai Desai wor^—as °PPosed to the mere collection of statistics ?

Shri J.C. Mathur, I.C.S . If we don’t think there is enough to our profession to
provide regular schools to teach it, it is hardly surprising that 

Dr. T. A. Koshy we are not properly appreciated by people outside our own
ranks, who see no incongruity in giving specialized pro- 

Shri h . P. Saksena fessional work to people trained in fields of an entirely different
nature.

Published by Indian Adult Edu- ■ Social education is not social work. And social reform 
cation Association ‘ i 7 » 1S s?™ethin§ entirely apart from both. Social education and
prastbaMarg New nPi l '  r ' S0ClaI work are Professions, each demanding its own skills and 
A , c ' ht‘ Ind,a■ competencies. It is time we clarify in our own minds what
p a u SCI,P 'on: Rs. 8.00 our professional job is, and insist on standards of training so 

r6qn $ 3 -50- that people doing adult education can be recognized.



Education Is Liberation
Speech of Dr. M. S. Mehta. President, Indian Adult Education Association, before the Annual 

Conference of the Indian Adult Education Association, Coimbatore, October 2, 1961.

THIS, for us of the Indian Adult Education properly educated, literacy would take care of 
Association, is a big event. We attach itself. Can you imagine a family where the 
great importance to this Annual Confer- parents were educated and the children would 

ence. We are not always satisfied with the remain illiterate ? J am quite certain that if the 
progress we make year after year in the cause millions of children, particularly in the rural
of adult education, but we are not obsessed areas, were left to themselves after the com-
with any sense of despair. pulsory period of education, they would lose

this is a very big country, its problems their skills. Can you imagine that all those
are very big and varied. Much is being done children,.who leave school at the age of eleven
to develop the country. We have big schemes will retain their knowledge ? I doubt it. But 
of industrial development, river valley pro- if you educate the parents, I have no doubt
jects, communications, development of har- £bat no child in that family will remain illite-
bors, railroads and roads. But we hope that rate-
it may not be said of our society, our pountry, But that is a narrow view. I would ask 
as was said in the words of the poet : you to renounce the view that education is for 
“ When every prospect pleases, man alone is material prosperity alone. We must take edu- 
vile.” cation as the corner stone of civilization. If

Every resource around us is meant for people are to live in peace with one another, 
human beings. We must do as well for human *“en a^u^ education is the answer, 
beings as we do with physical resources. If I This Association was started in 1939. The 
may say so, that is the purpose of adult educa- object was to product opportunities for human 
tion. I hope that after fifty years it is not said beings in this country for lifelong education, 
of this country, tnat we cared only for material An education to be worthwhile has to be life- 
prosperity. If economic progress, industrializa- long, has to be continuous. As a great psycho- 
tion, everything else that science and techno- logist has said, there are certain branches of 
logy can produce—if that were all we did we study which a boy is not likely to grasp pro- 
would be showing a very poor record indeed. I fitably. He must have experience of life before 
therefore wish to place before you the purpose f>e can understand certain subjects. That is 
of adult education. an additional argument in favour of adult

Adult education is mainly to liberate man. education.
When we talk of adult education, we say edur But this requires no argument. The world 
cation is liberation. It gives man what we bas accepted adult education. In a country 
might consider spiritual freedom. If man is to bke England much has been achieved. Through 
develop and be rich, not have a lowly exist- their people, through their universities, 
ence as he has today—-and this applies to all through a far-sighted government, much has’ 
of the world, not only India—we must think been achieved. Fifty years ago what did 
of adult education. people in England want to achieve ?

Adult diicaiioii is not mere literacy, They thought there was need to educate 
although literacy in our case rs very important. people as voters, there was a need for security 

we wish to develop education for the com- there was need for leisure and finally a need to 
.non man, then literacy is not enough. Reading make good use of t £  leisure
and writing and adding up a few figures i< not x T , neir l e l su r
building up the spiritual potential 'o f a human . Now, °ok at our country. While there is a
being. * or a human universality about adult education, there is a

I may put it another wav I f  von educated time and 3 plaCej EmPhasis must
the parents and all those parents ' were place a u ^ c u l a f  time “  * Par"C'"at
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in aVuTtPeed0ucadonbehvP^ ted’ , t,hose,of y« u f skc,d lls t0 orSanize training courses in wor- m aaun education, by the public, by the kers education.
universities, and by the state. The Adult
Education Association works in close associa- For the last eleven years we have been 
tion both with governmental agencies and organizing seminars on certain topics to be 
with other voluntary agencies. But the discussed in small groups, 
central headquarters of the Indian Adult Edu- T a - , T , ,
cation Association can do only that which is i Ladies and gentlemen, I don t want to take
being done—that is, to supply information to l?nS,'rr-’ bAut 1 would  llke yo,u l0 ,take sympathy 
state and local branches, to be a link between tblS Association which has been rendering 
what is happening in other countries and fo effec,t'v1ebservice- «' y°u ever visit Delhi, I 
this country. would like very much for you to come and see

Tf ' ,• , . the headquarters of the Association. But we
 ̂ a ,vf ry f ctlv® Publication department need more support from you, not only finan- 

o produce literature for new literates and for cial but also moral, 
those with higher standards. We run two
Journals. Before I conclude I would like to thank

We have been asked to arrange for adult ,w - tD?m° dra° f'?-r aski,°g 11S t0 -this beautiful 
education for women. Recently the Central J.nitltution. I believe the last time the Con-
Social Welfare Board asked us to start a hieh ference met ,n South India was in Trivandrum
school for women. JI?any years ag°vjfe We would like to have the

TuP tt  • /-■ Conference meet in different parts of the coun-The Trade Union Council, likewise, has try.

Conference Scene

* • Saksena piesents Working Paper before 12th National Seminar
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R E S O L U T I O N S
Passed at the Animal Conference of the Indian Adult Education Association 

Coimbatore, October 3, 1961.

1. This Conference considers the intro- that some State Governments are abolishing
duction of Panchayati Raj as a bold and wise the posts of Social Education Organisers or 
step in the nation’s history towards the are merging them with the posts of Panchayat 
realization of the democratic ideal. The Officers or Sub-Inspectors of Schools. In 
Conference is of the opinion that a dynamic, view of the fact that a colossal amount of 
sustained and comprehensive programme of Social Education work still remains to be 
adult education is essential for the success of done, this Conference urges all State Govern- 
this great measure. ments to continue the old pattern of two

S.E.O’s, one man and one woman, in all
2. This Conference is greatly concerned deVe]opment b,ocks>

at the very poor progress in literacy during
the last decade. It reiterates its conviction 5 This Conference strongly feels that 
that functional literacy is essential for all- Adult Education Associations should be esta- 
round development of the people. Further, blished in ail the Sta(es where they do not exist
the introduction of Panchayati Raj at the now SQ tj,at by tbe j0jnt and cooperative 
village, Block and district levels renders it efforts of the State and Voluntary Organisa- 
imperative that in as short a period as possi- tions the AduU Education movement could be 
ble a substantial proportion of the adults be- effectively strengthened in all parts of our coun- 
come capable of reading and writing. There- try_ The Conference therefore urges leaders 
jore the Conference urges the Central and 0pjnj0n in all walks of life to help in the
State Governments and Panchayat Raj insti- establishment of Adult Education Associa-
tutions to give high priority to this pro- tjoDS jn a]] Stateg<
gramme in their development plans.

3. This Conference welcomes the decision 6- This Conference fully shares the faith
to introduce universal primary education for an<̂  conviction of Adult Education leaders 
children of the age-group 6-11. However, it ah over the world that for the mental and 
is of the opinion that unless efforts in this spiritual development of man, education 
direction are supplemented by follow-up acti- should be a lifelong process. All citizens 
vities such as continuation classes, especially are entitled to receive the benefit of a liberal 
for the age-group 11-14, and libraries, the education in the broadest sense of the term, 
benefit, of the scheme will not be adequately The Conference therefore urges the Govern- 
realized. This Conference, therefore, urges menL 'he public and voluntary organisations 
the Central and State Governments and the l*ie country to provide educational opportu- 
Planning Commission to provide adequate n’ties to citizens in as many and as varied
funds for such programmes in their budgets. ways as it may be possible. The Universities

can play a useful and important role, in the
4. This Conference notes with concern realization of this objective.

[ 4]



Honorary General Secretary’s Report
For 1960-61

S. C. Dutta
L n 8.‘ueS ,^eu8r.en t,plf asU/ eJ in welcom'ng Delhi (as a part of the International Congress 

you all to this 18th All-India Adult Education of the World Confederation of Organizations 
Conference. In December this year, the of the Teaching Profession), the Association 
Association will complete 23 years ol its use- held a reception for the delegates of the Con- 
ful existence During these years innumer- ference. At that function on July 28, Dr 
able friends and colleagues have helped the Roby Kidd, the Canadian leader, 'on behalf 
Associanon to render service to the'cause of of members of the Canadian Association for 
‘ ^education . As a result ol their selfless Adult Education, presented a cheque of 1 , 5 0 0  

sei vice and sacrifice the Association has be- dollars to our President, Dr. M. S Mehta for 
come what it is—the leading voluntary organi- the Canada Room. It is our hope that o’ther 
sation in the field of Adult Education in the countries will also come forward with such 
country. To them we owe a deep debt of donations and establish contacts with us. We 
gratitude. The present social education desire to record our deep appreciation to our 
workers in the country also deserve our thanks Canadian friends for their generous and fra- 
for helping the cause of the Association with ternal gesture. • °
their thought and performance. Members

Building 5. I am happy to welcome the following
2. Twenty-sixth April 1961 will remain a agencies who have become Institutional mem- 

red letter day in the history of our Associa- bers of the Association :

isrSTaSSS '• sKhri v? r ia,tMan<iai' jaranaear-Memorial Building, which houses the head- Kasturba Gandhi Memorial Trust,
quarters of the Association. At last, this three- Ahmedabad.
storeyed building (including the Jha Memorial 6. During the year under review, a large 
library) is complete, except for the auditorium, number of field workers have become Associate 
w hich would be called Tagore Hall. It is still Members of the Association. Their number is 
without a roof. On the occasion of the now 223. For a country of the size of India 
opening function, the Prime Minister and the tb's is a very poor figure. It is our hope that 
Union Education Minister very kindly provi- more will join. Associate Membership fee is 
ded to help us complete the auditorium. We only 5/- a year. It entitles one to re- 
were much touched with this gesture on their ceive free both the English and the Hindi 
part. Magazines.
r We shall need about Rs. 1,20,000 to finish • DurinS the year of report the follow- 
furnish and equip the building. It is our hope l/!8 h!teen Persons enrolled themselves as Life 
that State Governments, Institutional Mem- Members by paying Rs. 100 - each. We 
hers, Social Education Workers and others, welcome them all into our Association. They 
who have enabled us to have a home of our are •
own, will come forward with suitable dona- Sm* B.G. Jagtap Poona
tions to make the building fully useful for the 2. Shri G.R. Damodaran,
purposes for which it has been constructed. MLC Coimbatore

3. To underline the global character of 2. Smt. Durgabai
our movement, we have in our building rooms Deshmukh New Delhi
tion^ha? countrleSt 7 tth * hicV he Associa” 4. Shri K. P. Shah Jamnagaron has close contacts. So far we have . „ _
rooms named after U.K., U.S.A. and Canada. ^  Shn K- s - Pangtey Pithoragarh

4. At the time of the recent International 6. Shri S. R. Jayaswal Lucknow
Conierence on Adult Education, held in New 7. Dr. J. R. Kidd Canada
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8. Sbri S. R. Mohsini Delhi Lectures at different levels on
9. Shri D. V. Kulkarni Bhopal cultural, literary, scientific and

10. Miss Amy B.H.J. professional subjects.
Rustomjee Bombay (b) Study the needs of the different

11. ShriR.M. Chetsineh Dehra Dun s(efctio° s ° f the society for
,-  „  . , T , “further education or contin-
“• Shri B. D. Avasthy Lucknow uation classes at different levels

13. Shri T. Krishnamoorthi Indonesia and submit the results of such
14. Prof. D. L. Kothia Varanasi studies to their own University,
15. Shri Dharam Vir New Delhi ° ther educational authorities,

Government and voluntary or- 
We have now 44 Life Members. Our target ganisations engaged in social

to have a hundred Life Members within this education,
year has to be achieved. (c) Investigate the possibilities (as
Conference resources permit) at suitable

o h .l a,it j - Ai . .  i- t places of establishing educa-
8. The 1/th All-India Adult Education tional centres, colleges, or In-

Conference was held at Shri Gangajala Viaya- stilutes for providing education
peeth, Ahabada (Gujerat) on the Island 2nd to workers and farmers (e. g.,
of November, 1960. It was inaugurated by Dr. Ruskin College, Oxford or in-
K.L. Shrimali, Union Education Minister. Dr. stitutions on the lines of the
J.vraj Mehta, Chief Minister of Oujerat, Folk High Schools of Denmark
piesided. or Educational settlements and

The following resolutions were adopted at with aims similar to those of
the conference :— Toynbee Hall, Oxford House,

(i) In view of the fact that social educa- S S K l  r K L V >"'10" ”
lion has developed a bod, o f know- H"" Hol,se-
ledge which not only needs to be (d) Undertake research in the field
systematised but also should have of social education in its various
dynamic growth, the Conference phases and offer opportunities,
favours the establishment of a where possible, to young
Central Institute of Social Educa- scholars for obtaining research
tion. degrees on the basis of such
The conference directs the Executive studies.
Committee of the Association to The Conference commends to all
examine this proposal with a view to the universities of India, the
preparing a plan for such an Insti- example of the British and American
tute and to approach the Govern- universities in this sphere and
ment of India and philanthropic pleads for the adoption by them of
organisations for financial and tech- a liberal and farsighted attitude for
nical assistance. this country also. India is in even

(ii) The 17th All-India Adult Education greater and more urgent need of
Conference recommends the estab- suc.i service t mn the countries of
lishment of a Department of Adult lh,e West/jnd 11 ]s up to the univer-
Lducation in each University of S) 1St ■? - lls . counlry 10 make their
India. contribution in meeting this need.

It should be the function and All-India Adult Education
responsibility of such departments Conference is of the opinion that
to the creation of material prosperity

and its best use which is the 
(a.) organise and coordinate the avowed objective of the Third-Five-

scheme o! University Extension Year Plan, is possible only if the

[ 6 ]



mass of the people imbibe certain (iii) Celluloid in Indian Society,
attitudes and attain a certain stage c ■ , r , . . _  .
of social development. Social Edu- I1V) ^ocia  ̂ Education in Delhi.
cr*:on plays an important part in (v) “Methods and Techniques of
b :[i ting about such attitudes and Workers’ Education” (in Hindi),
soc?. * organisation. Any policy or « a u  ju i r „ . ,
Plan which neglects social education Wr> V r ,**aridbook for . Socl£d Education
is likely largely to defeat itself Workers is under preparation and is expected

„ to be puolished before the end of this year.
The Conference, therefore,

urges upon the Government to Some Monographs on voluntary social
make an adequate provision in the education agencies are under preparation, and 
Third Plan for Social Education is hoped to publish them soon.
" h'ch, i “ ''s " ew- sb°"M "°‘ t* Translation into Hindi of UNESCO mono-
than twenty-five crores of rupees. graphj ..Provisioo of Reading Material" ia s

It may be noted that the Third Plan has Prepared at the request of the Indian National 
made a provision of Rs. 25 crores for Social Commission for Cooperation with UNESCO. 
Education. It has been sent to the Commission for perusal

The resolution about Adult Education ?J.d il 'S h°ped t0 publish il before the end of 
Departments in ihe universities attracted wide tllIS year-
attention. Most of the universities expressed One book in Bengali for the neo-literate 
themselves in favour of the idea, but expressed public has been published and another is in 
their inability to implement it for lack of the press, 
finance. However, the University of Rajas­
than has accepted the proposal in principle , ,2 ‘ „ Association also continued its
and its authorities are on the lookout for “Abstract” Service. During the year, it sent 
suitable personnel to man their Department out eight Abstracts and four References, 
of Adult Education. The University deserves These References contained lists of books and 
our congratulations for this useful articles on Social Education, Commu-

9. During the Conference, a symposium ”i<y De'’d ‘>Pm“ ‘ *>»“ •
on the “Role of Social Education in the Journals
?n Iê Pmf nt -°f Panf hayat” . was be,d- .A  13. The Hindi Journal “Proudh Shiksha”, 
FHll ' °  f mr Dt educationists and Social started in 1957 as a quarterly, was continued 
Education leaders took part in the symposium, as a two-monthly during the year. The Asso- 
National Seminar ciation has brought out two special issues of

10. The Association organised the Ilth the Proudh Shiksha. The October issue was 
National Seminar on “Community Oraanisa- devoted to Women’s Education.
tion in Social Education” in Aliabada from 14. The English Journal, “ Indian Journal 
October 25 to 30, 1960. Dr. T.A. Koshy, was of Adult Education”, which completes the 

ie Director of the Seminar, which was 22nd year of its service to the movement, is 
tbpUr'Urated by Nawab Mehdi Nawaj Jung, now being published as a monthly. We would 

overnor of Gujerat. like to place on record the deep gratitude of
The report of the Seminar has been tbe Association to Mrs. Helen Kempfer, who 

published. worked throughout the year as Hony. Editor
Publications lbe J°urnaE EIer sustained hard work and

devoted interest has made the magazine almost
1 1 . The Association brought out the fol- a self-supporting venture. Her contribution

lowing new books during the year : in this direction has been valuable.
(i) The report of the 11th National Clearing House Activities

bo^'fn'qncial Fd^c-Hn*1” ° rgaD'Sa’ 15, The Association continued to play its 
non in Social Education . useful role in providing information on the

 ̂ onrniunity Organisation in Adult social education movement in India to indivi- 
•ducation—Abstract No. 4. duals gnd institutions, A number of queries

t 7 ]
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were received both from India and abroad and 15th February 1961 in cooperation with the
the Association’s reference section supplied UNESCO and the International Federation
such information as was sought. The Associa- of Worker’s Education Associations. This 
tion was able to help many organisations in was for those w'ho are engaged in the field of 
planning and organising their programmes. worker’s and social education in. urban areas.

16. Visitors were received during the year Fourteen trainees were awarded certificates,
from UNESCO, U. .A., Switzerland, Ghana, 24. The second was a one-month training 
Canada, Thailand, the Philippines, and West course for Adult School Teachers from 15th 
Germany. They had discussions in our head- January 1961 to 15th February 1961. Fifty- 
quarters on different aspects of Adult Educa- two trainees received certificates. The Hony. 
tion in the country. General Secretary, Shri S. C. Dutta, acted as

17. Almost all the foreign delegates who the Director of the Training Courses,
attended the International Conference 25. The third Training Course for 
(WCOTP) came to our Headquarters and were Workers in the field of Social Education in 
interested in the work of our Association. The Urban Areas was organised from the 15th of 
Hony. General Secretary received them and May to the 16th of August 1961. This was 
responded to their enquiries. financially supported by the Directorate of
. . . .  i Education, Delhi. Eighteen trainees got certi-
Association and UNESCO ficates for’having gone\ hrough this course.

18. The Association maintained close co- . , ,, „ , .
operation with the UNESCO. The Education AduIt Women s School
Clearing House of UNESCO, continued its 26. The Association undertook during the 
assistance of Rs. 7,110/-to the Journal. year the responsibility of running an Adult

19. A subvention of 200 dollars has been School for Women to' prepare them for the
sanctioned for literature under UNESCO's H‘gber Secondary Examination of the Delhi 
project on ‘-Reading Material” . Board. This is the first Higher Secondary

School for Adult Women in India. It was a
20. The Association also organised an new venture for the Association. The project 

Exhibition of Reading Material on Inter- has been started on an experimental basis and 
national Understanding at Vigyan Bhavan has been started at the suggestion of the 
fiom July 28 to August 6, 1961, on the occasion Central Social Welfare Board. They have 
of the International Conference on Adult Edu- provided financial assistance for the scheme 
cation and the World Assembly of WCOTP. It for which we are very grateful. A sub- 
was our plan to take this exhibition around committee consisting of Kumari Jamuna Bai, 
the country, but the idea had to be abandoned. Hony. Adviser, CSWB, Shrimati K. Reddy,

21. Shri J. C. Mathur, an old and active Ass*‘ Director of Education (Women) and Shri
member of our Executive Committee and of Dutta, with powers to coopt one or two
the Editorial Boards of our Hindi and English ™ore ™em,beLst has bee? l orm edJ ° Tc ru"nin§ 
Magazines, has been appointed by the Director Jbis sc‘loob Central Social Welfare Board 
General of UNESCO, as a member of the “a® sanct,°ned a grant of Rs. 26,000 for the 
UNESCO’s International Committee for the School.
Advancement of Adult Education. We con- Worker*’ Education 
gratulate him on this well deserved recog. '
nition. 27. We have decided to start a Corres-

=..l,an S?nSh"co1tinuedC,iV,o “ mbcrs’t Shhri " S " ."  propoSd to ha"“ ou'rseS Tn Hhfj" 
Association),., the Indian National C om as' 1!’“ “Cf ef f  Bf '
sion for Cooperation with UNESCO. four "cssons? Wl" co° slst 0 W m y '

Training Courses 28. Shri S. C. Dutta, continued to repre-
23. During the year, the Association sent the Association on the Central Board o f  

organised three training courses. One was Workers' Education.
an,Sed iron, the 14,1, of November i960 to /g)
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IN D IA N  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  A S S O C IA T IO N
S t a t e m e n t  o f  R e c e i p t s  a n d  P a y m e n t  f o r  the  Y e a r  E n d i n g  3 1 . 3 . 2 9 6 2

R E C E IP T S  P A Y M E N T S

B alan ce  ns on 1-4-1960 : C lea rin g  H o u se  26,362.45
C a sh  in  h a n d  217.59 S e m in a r  an d  C o n fe re n c e s : 6 971 71
S ta te  B a n k  o f l n d i a  1,077.73 1,295.32 A m ount R efunded  to  the M in is try

■ G ra n ts  fro m  V arious S ta te s  : ? f  E d u ca tio n  o u t o f
Orissa Government 1,000.00 10th N a tio n a l S e m in a r : 24.73
Madhya Pradesh Government 500.00 P u b l ic a t io n s : 4 ,779.70
Assam Government 1,000.00 A dvance P a id  to  I .M .H . P r e s s : 250 .00
Maharashtra Government 500.00 3,000.00 A dvance paid  to  G es te tn e r

„  , „ . r .  D u p lic a to rs :  10  40
G ra n t fo r  C le a rin g  H o u se  : O ffice E x p en ses  •

(M in is try  o f  E d u c a tio n )  E s ta b lish m e n t in c lu d in g
1959- 60 37.00 P ro v id e n t F u n d  3 970 2 ft
1960- 61 15,000.00 15,037.00 T e le p h o n e  8 4 6 .5 0

G ra n t fo r  H in d i J o u rn a l  : P r in t in g  a n d  s ta tio n e ry  10 44
U n e sc o  1959-60 3,555.00 E n te r ta in m e n t  373.31
U n e sc o  1960-61 3 ,555.00 R e p a irs ,  e tc . 80 00
A s ia  F o u n d a tio n  6 ,142 .50  13,252.50 C o n v e y a n c e  215 11

G ra n t fo r  E n g lish  J o u rn a l : A u d jt  p ee  W o n
U n esc o  1960-61 3,555.00 B a n k  C o m m iss io n  SO 85

G ra n ts  fo r  T ra in in g  C o u rse  : M isc e lla n e o u s  7 7  37
In te rn a t io n a l  F e d e ra tio n  o f  E le c tr ic ity  a n d  W a te r  c h a rg e s  191.50 6 345 24

W o rk e rs  E d u c a tio n a l  b — ■ u , w , w
A sso c ia tio n  3 ,565.24 A ffilia tion  F e e : 335.52

A m e r ic a n  W o m e n ’s C lu b  2 ,000 00 W o rk sh o p  on M e th o d s  an d
D ire c to ra te  o f  E d u c a tio n , D e lh i 3 ,375 .00  8 ,940.24 T ech n iq u es o f  W o rk e rs ’

G ra n t fo r  T .V . P r o j e c t : _  E d u c a tio n :  4,807.30
A .I .  R „  N ew  D e lh i 25,000 00 B u i ld in 8 C o n s tru c tio n s  :

G ra n t fo r  T ele  C lub  : P a y m e n t to  C o n tra c to r  a g a in s t
A .I .R . ,  N ew  D e lh i 7 ,000 .00  ru n n in g  b ills  ce rtified  fo r

W o rk sh o p  on M e th o d s  & T ech n iq u es o f  p a y m e n t by  th e  A rc h ite c ts
W o rk e rs ’ E d u c a t io n : 2 700.00 *s - P ra ta p  S in g h  (B u ild ing ) 1,02,986.00

G ra n t fo r  E leven th  N a tio n a l S em in a r : ' *S. A tm a  S in g h  &  S o n
F ro m  M in is try  o f  E d u c a tio n  4 ,500 .00  (Ej®c :  In s ta l la t io n )  4,000.00
F ro m  G o v e rn m e n t o f  G u je r a t  2 000.00 S. D . M a rk e r  &  C o .
D e le g a tio n  fee  430 .00  6 ,930 .00  (S a n ita ry  In s ta l la t io n )  5,500.00

S ev en teen th  C onference  o f  A d u lt E d u ca tio n  : A rc h ite c t  4 ,117.50
D e le g a t io n  fe e  225.00 * H ire  c h a rg e s  o f  S illo c ite

E n g lish  J o u r n a l : f o r  c e m e n t 327.00
S u b sc r ip tio n s  2 ,755.29 ^ C o n v e y a n c e  117.69
A d v e r tis in g  3 ,149.57 5 ,904.86 " P o s ta g e  351.02

H in d i J o u rn a l  : * A u d it f e e  250 .00  1,17,649.21
S u b sc r ip tio n s  1,357.99 S e c u r itv  D e n o s it so n  nn
A d v e r tis in g  1,439.10 2797.09 P r iz e  B ond f  S  oS

M e m b e rsh ip  F ees  : x. y  P ro je c t  7  6 7o  2 7

I n d W i d l ^ r  ? eS ^ a r i ' s n  Im p re s t A m oun t o f  T V . P r o j e c t : loo'oo
in d iv id u a l  fee s  461.50 T e le  C lu b s : 8 7 S 87

\ * le  U e m b e rsh ip  fe e s  954 ' 70 T ra in in g  C o u r s e :
Life Membership f e e s  1,168^25 4 ,543 .26  E x p e n se s  1,336.05

i a ' eo ° \ V ‘e r a ‘u reJ  5 ,012.75 F u rn i tu r e  1,349.53 2,685.58
Shataq M e m o ria l B u ild in g  : S em in a r on  C u l tu ra l V alu es  : 49.39

G ra n t  f ro m  M in is t ry  o f  S ta f f  P ro v id e n t F und  (P o s t  O ffice) 1,228.83
E d u c a tio n ,  N e w  D e lh i 1 ,00 ,000.00 F ix e d  D ep o sit (S ta ff  R e se rv e  F u n d )  7 697 00

O th e r  g r a n ts  a n d  re c e ip ts  33,433.35 1 ,33,433.35 C a sh  in  H a n d  an d  w ith  B a n k e rs  :
T ra in in g  C o u r s e : '  ' C a sh  in  H a n d  1,021.87

(A d m iss io n  F ees) 305 00 W ith  S ta te  B a n k  o f  In d ia  51 ,639 .59  52 ,661 .46

“ S f i s r s f f i u ™  F „n< i, 3 0 2 S0  T0TAL k  m m
( V . S a t a i & C o . )

C a sh  received  fro m  S hafiq  M e m o r ia l : C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T S
(L a s t y e a r  c a sh  in  h a n d )  4 4 .40  S. C . D U T T A

T O T A T  s t - r r ,  „>  G E N E R A L  S E C R E T A R Y
R s^ . 41 ,404.26 D e lh i, th e  7 th  J u ly ,  1961
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The Con temporary Challenge to Education
Margaret Mead

" —7 from the under-educated and a growing sense
In this article Dr. Mead points out of responsibility on the part of the educated.

how the rate of change has brought about The consciousness of educational inferiority or
successive stages of thinking about adult deficit ran through everything that was done.
education: first, remedial, to effect a super­
ficial social equality; later, fundamental, Superficial Social Equality
with results of science to bring people This attempt to make superficially equal
up-to-date and incorporate them into fast the educationally unequal still pervades certain
developing societies; now, lateral-learning old-fashioned types of workers’ education in
from each other, with adult education English speaking countries. It has also had a
now the privilege of the elite. considerable effect on the kind of low level

, , r  . r, tu, j  ,. , , . ‘higher education’ given in those countries
In the future, Dr. Me predicts tha where secondary school education is becoming 

the rate of change will make old forms of the idea, f normal chi]dren. Hastily
education obsolete and we will instead assembled, superficial versions of what was
learn of the nature of knowledge. Illiterate once taught t‘ the few> as chiIdren) and later
and highly educated people will achieve a h condescendingly, to the less educated

» • * * < • * ” »'’*<<*
specific knowledge into the,, understand-SeconJ stage: Foodamental P|us Scientific

mg of the nature of knowledge. b
A second stage which later came to be 

summarized under the term ‘fundamental edu-

P ERHAPS no field of education has under- cation’ grew out of programmes for peasant 
gone such profound changes in theory and immigrants in countries like the United States, 
practice as has adult education. Once and for peasants who were to be rapidly up- 

called ‘adult education’ later expanded to in- graded into active members of their own 
elude,‘fundamental education,’ it is now more modernizing societies in countries like the 
often referred to as ‘continuing education’ in Soviet Union.
those countries which originally supplied the Coupled with this was a growing emphasis

on the application of modern science.
Early Stage : Defficiency Removal

... -a . c u ■ n a i • Adult education became a device forWe may identify briefly the underlying feedi modern heaith> technological and orga-
ide^s behind these recognizable stages. The nizational practices to communities of adults 
early effort in aduit education took its impetus who were thus being brought up to date, or 
from the needs of the ^ /P n v i le g e d  Jthm  into ,ine< wilh more favoured, more urban, or 
modern industrialized society the needs of educated portions of society. Literacy
workers, women, suppressed minorities, of r. uv- 1 “ JK , f  y , X y
those who had failed to receive ‘enough’ or £eCf rae T i f f i n  T Z l  J :onvert'n\ 1th.e 
‘their fair share’ of that transmissible block of backward *- - new techni-

kn0W,Cde'  and *“ "* Ca"Cd •* S00d S . e n S ’S i a K S ,  S S  likefd
Programmes designed to make good this Where the older form of ‘adult education’ 

deficit were motivated by a growing demand was. grpunded in a sense of ‘educational depri­
vation’ to be made up by acquiring access to 

I. M e a d , M a r g a r e t , ‘C u l tu ra l  F a c to r s  in  C o m - higher things, this new form of practical-

s r s s ’v . s a w K  »i»« * «
National Society for the Study of Education, Part t, seen as either a need already present or one 
iv59. pp. 65-95. ’ to be stimulated until it became a felt need.
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As in the earlier form, the sense of urgency education’ for the adult villagers of these 
rested with the superior group who were out- societies.
raged at the low levels of literacy, nutrition, ,  TT , , , , ^ .
and medical care found in the villages. Consi- Developed Under-developed Gap Widens 
dering how much work was required to find The most recent phase of the emphasis on 
community leaders able finally to awaken fundamental or community education indicat- 
community participation, the rationale of the ed a growing acknowledgment of a ‘widening 
whole process seems more than a little gap’ between the economically highly develop- 
suspect. ed and the economically under-developed
. ,  _ ,. ■„ n  r, u countries. This idea was rapidly replacing
No Grounding in Original Culture our immecjiately Post World War II image of

A tremendous amount of waste motion was a triumphant attack on ignorance, poverty and 
involved because the new techniques—modern ill health right around the world, 
latrines, modern methods of cultivation, . , , .
modern methods of handling credit-were in
introduced without recognition of the impor- “ f h :n i, ? ,a a Peuocf when the 
tance of grounding them in the culture of the sciences wf„ tup
recipients. Their original culture, whether that k ’ Th f . 2 e'”ei
of a village in South America, an enclave of f  1  these
peasant immigrants in the United States, a 3 *  “J f l  T  r Awards universal
village in Southeast Asia, or an African tribe, , f û . complement of
was seen as intrinsically inferior to the modern t> hem w  SC ?° S 3 children, towards 
world, something to be fought with, got over, ??dary rt0^ards a
got around, by hasty, widespread ‘fundamental f - , . 1 y’ key. Jvou d/ a farther and
pHiu-nfinn ’ farther behind in a world race for the number

of students in universities. This lag would be 
Those adults who had learned to read, to not only quantitative but also qualitative, 

order new seeds, to protect their wells, to Fewer students would have a chance at higher 
drain their ponds might be thought ‘modern’ education, so fewer first rate students would be 
rather than ‘old-fashioned’ or ‘traditional’, identified. The bright optimism of freedom 
But although they had a lot of new skills and from ignorance for all was fading, 
acceptances, they were not expected to be, in . . . .  „
any important sense, changed people—merely ^ ult-Childhood Education Gap Narrows
a new and less embarrassing sort of inferior Meanwhile, in the most industrialized 
people. countries, it is being recognized that the kinds

, , of distinctions which were once made between
Elementary Education Affected ‘education,’ the orderly transmission of certain

This kind of catching up at a low level parts of our accumulated tradition to the 
has affected the elementary educational young while they were still in statu pupillari, 
systems of the less developed countries, and ‘adult education,’ which imparted to 
To the extent that these new systems of adults, in odd hours and off-seasons, some- 
education borrow from the modern industrial- things they should have learned when they 
ized world, and teach six-year olds as if were young are no longer meaningful. A 
they were first year pupils in a ten or twelve great deal of what needs to be taught to adults 
year educational system, the contradictions today was unknown when they were young, 
within them become more conspicuous. More- Continuing education throughout life has 
over, the essential lack of connection between become a necessity in almost every field of life, 
the literacy taught in school and a world in from house-keeping to atomic physics.
which aotl\ ingJ . ii‘1pevear|l ,be fread excePl a fe,w The emphasis is no longer upon the mass 
government _ orms makes the c f materials and skills contained in a ‘good
whole system m y. , education’, distributed in unequal amounts

The edge is being taken oft the hunger for among the members of different socio-econo- 
‘education’ by this reflection, at the elementary mic groups within a nation, and among the 
school level, of the essentially superficial image peoples of the world, in which all would soon 
introduced by attempts at rapid ‘fundamental come to have at least a small and inferior
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share. Instead, attention is Jieing given to the and organizing the new knowledge for orderly 
relationships between old knowledge and old transmission to future generations, 
skills, and new knowledge and new skills, and r u nn« . , T. .
to the difference in ways of learning of Change in Relations of Educated-Uneducated
children, uncommitted young adults without ®llt >f the knowledge with which men must 
family responsibilities, and mature adults with work, and think, and orient their actions is 
responsibilities. changing almost daily, there is also a change

in the relative positions of those whose fore- 
The break may be said to have come when bears were educated—in the old sense—and 

it was not a question of grandfather, whose those whose forebears were primitive men or 
ignorance could be explained away, but of self, isolated peasants. Becoming an educated man 
when modern man began to realize that his does not depend, as it once did, on using the 
own education was never finished. He could plastic years of childhood to accumulate a vast 
fall behind, in any field, almost over night, static body of information, of names of things 
Education was no longer a matter of receiving of forms of spelling and rhetoric, but rather 
while young a body of static knowledge, but Up0n the way in which a child learns to 
had become a matter of lateral learning— approach change itself. When that which 
learning not only from one’s elders and one’s was to be learned was settled and absolute 
peers, but very soon from those younger than enough to last a life time, the child whose 
oneself. Now with much more rapid change parents and grandparents, playmates and 
the deficiencies in the old attitude towards neighbours had learned most of the same 
learning began to show. The need for a new things could safely be taught that this parti- 
attitude became apparent. cular accumulation of knowledge was true.

Such an education served effectively to pre- 
Adult Education Now For Elite vent much learning of new things. The obser-

v c • c . 1  • vation that it was easier for an English bovThe merest flicker of recognition of this t0 !earn Latin than jt wou]d hav* ^  fo° oy
new state of education—where change occurs Nigerian was partly grounded on the ubiquity 
very much more rapidly than norma! human Gf Roman-derived elements in English culture! 
growth and a man can become outdated but even more on the expectation that an 
before he has reached middle age: is enough English education included Latin. An attempt 
to change our whole view of what was once tQ introduce Chinese into both a contemporary 
called adult education. They are no longer tne English school and a contemporary Nigerian 
underprivileged, the illiterate, the newly mig- sch00i would meet objections because in both 
rant, the villagers to whom a new road gives the Engiish school and in the Nigerian 
access to urban life, who as adults learn schoo, mode]]ed on th English school 
crumbs fallen from the tables of those who r h - nrit TL
as children feasted on the slowly accumulated ]earned ‘ °  sc 100 boys
knowledge of the past. Now they are the
elite among the adults of the educationally . The educated man simply acquired more 
elite countries who ‘go back to school’— pidgeon holes which it was appropriate
our words are still out of date—with post- ?̂r b’m to Sometimes even such bold 
graduate fellowship piled on post-graduate labels as a bit of ‘comparative religion’
fellowship, with exchange visits and small o r ‘oriental languages'was added for the very 
international conferences which accomplish few- He was prepared to add in certain ways, 
in a week more than a year of reading could in certain little boxes,‘the results of research’ 
do. Our most massive endeavours at rethink- as long as they did not contradict too gravely 
ing educational devices and methods are what he had already learned—in which case 
aimed at teaching physics, or cross-referencing be fought them as furiously as an Asian 
biology. We are experiencing on a vast scale peasant resists a new type of field division, 
what has happened before on a lesser scale, at ' As soon as this was recognized, it also be­
times when a new burst of knowledge, or came apparent that what was crucial in the 
knowledge pioducing activity, moved a certain ability to assimilate changing information was 
number of men to withdraw from the world not what had been learned but how it had been 
auu spend a hfe-time mastering, moulding, learned. The child who had been solemnly
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taught that there is only one major categori- Instead of committing to memory this
zation of languages, a real language spoken by dreadful heterogeneous pickle of the eternal, 
its own group, and ‘the way foreigners trivial, the provincial, and the special, children' 
talk,’ is effectively blocked off from new learn- will be required in the future to learn about 
ing. the nature of numbers, the nature of time,

ways of thinking about space.
Old System Prevented New Learnings This sbift in what the young need tQ be

Under the old system, children learned taught will have a profound effect on the 
better than adults. They filled their notebooks ability of adults to learn completely 
and their minds with orderly sets of prejudices °®w things whether adult members 
so arranged that there was less and less room °* a ^  jW, Guinea tribe, adult 
for genuinely new ideas which would mean Peasants, adult migrants to a big 
fundamental rearrangements at the root of Cl̂ '> ° r aauh scholars who haven’t looked 
the system. Learning a language was not a at science for forty years. Those who 
matter of learning about languages—which have learned that there are many systems in 
could be expanded to include all known 1 ie W0Ild—language systems such as the 
languages, artificial languages, and the crea- m3n>' unwritten tongues spoken by the adjacent 
tion of new languages—but was rather a tribesmen, or systems of weights and measures 
condensation of the tremendous piece of learn- suca as the English and the metric systems, or 
ing, learning to speak, and the acquisition of systems ot transportation (human backs, jeeps, 
a single language viewed in such a way that planes) rapidly replacing one another within 
the learning of most, if not all other languages tae sPan °* a êw years—those adults will be 
was successfullv prevented. recognized as the ones who are able to learn

new things fast, their experience and expecta-
But even in the old system, an adult did tion of contrast and change will be part of the 

generalize far more than he was required to. equipment which they, as^adults, bring to any 
He learned not only about francs or shillings new required piece of learning. " 
or dollars, but enough about ‘money’ so that T , N 
even though he never treated the money of a ieach Mature of Knowledge 
foreign country as real he could still manage Instead of pityingly, tolerantly, helping
to use it. A man who had lived in a city knew adults to catch up with a little symbolic erudi- 
something about the nature of cities, knew tion or a few strictly utilitarian skills, we shall 
how to look for terminals and hostels and make a real search for adults who, just because 
markets, for places of exchange and accom- they are adults, can build new knowledge on 
modation—things that, as in the case of money, old in a way that the young child cannot. We 
no child knew. As men learned a particular won’t particularly seek out adults who have 
culture, were educated in a particular learned their quota as children, nor steer away 
way, they acquired a kind of back-handed, from those who failed to learn their quota as 
semi-realized knowledge of culture itself, children, rather we shall place our emphasis 
although this knowledge was heavily hamper- on the kind of adult mind which is able to 
ed by the absoluteness with which they learned make swift, accurate tranference from older 
their own system. experience to newer experience, because neither

is felt as absolute or exclusive.
earning on New Basis The new years wjiibe particularly valuable

Childhood learning was once devoted to as we exPlore the extent to which adults with 
printing indelibly on young minds such extraordinarily simple ^backgrounds but with 
matters as this one requirement—an experience and expec-

, . tation of change—can move into our complex
‘Sixty seconds in a minute, modern culture and contribute new models for
Sixty minutes in a hour, ' wa? jj be learned, not only by adult

y savages but bv adults everywhere.
I wish I were a little linnet ,  . ,

—Jrom material supplied by UNESCO
Singing in a leafy bovver. Educational Clearing House.
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C a s e  Study

Working Through Traditional Village
Leaders

Sushila M ehta— Sociologist

oath on behalf of all villagers to offer the goat 
Again we have a true experience sacrifice and the feast if all the children were 

related in story fo rm  by Sociologist saved.
M ehta. The vaccinator firs t a ttem pted  to A procession was taken out with musical
reach the people directly, by-passing the instruments to offer worship to the Goddess.
village “sanctioner.” When favourable The vow was taken by the village headman
circumstances plus their efforts won him  to offer the goat sacrifice before the Goddess
over, he proved to be the gatekeeper, as soon as the children were spared of her
opening the way to acceptance by the wrath.
whole village.

______________________________________  XW7HEN the Block authorities heard about
"  the outbreak of smallpox in the village,

W HEN smallpox broke out in a village of . immediately sent a vaccinator
Kalaliandi district of Orissa State, Wlt 1 me<iical supplies.
the people knew that the Goddess 0 n arrival, the vaccinator immediately 

Thaleram was m a rage. Some of the started his work. He went from house
villagers took out a delegation to the village house and told the housewives to get their 
headman who was expected to do something babies vaccinated, 
to pacify the Goddess. The headman in turn
thought it fit to consuIt“Gurumai”, the village The village women, who had never heard 
priest. about vaccination, were quite perplexed to see

When the village priest saw the large a stranger coming right to their doors and 
crowd which was gathering before his house, askin® f0F . ir ^ le s .  oome of them were 
he sat dumb, his legs crossed and eyes closed. even SUijPIcious about the movements of this 
Then suddenly his body gestured and his eyes strangei.
were animated. The priest was in frenzy. The first woman he approached could not 
He declared that the spirit of the Goddess was understand what he was talking about. She 
upon him. He shouted and scolded the stared at him in amazement. When he asked 
villagers for not paying what was due to the for her baby she was positively alarmed. She 
Goddess,, “Thaleram . “She will now take turned around and went away murmuring that 
ier t0'-- her husband was away and she could not

The poor villagers were terrified to see the allow this stranger to touch her baby in his 
mysterious animation of the priest. They fell absence.
at his feet and implored: ■ „ . , „ ,This was a signal for other women, on one

‘‘Goddess, Mother, be pacified.” pretext or another, to shun the vaccinator.
“Forgive us.” ®ne sa‘d ^iat *ier mother-in-law was sick.

■ , , . ’ . , . , ,  Another said that her brother-in-law was out.
h J  I  St d<;Clarrd that the Mothe-rc wou,d Some eveD closed their doors and went away be pacified only after a great sacrifice and to the fields ^
a feast.

-r, •„ , , . After two hours of fruitless efforts the
The village headman promised to take an vaccinator gave up. By this time fear of the
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vaccinator had spread all through the village. “Oh ! Why give all that trouble Tsn’t
Villagers even had a name for him. They there the village headman to do all that?'” 
called him “The one who makes the babies
cry. By now all women were alerted. They After long discussion, the SEO and the
would not offer him even a glass of water. In vaccinator departed without reaching any
sheer desperation the vaccinator left the understanding. They slept at the village^ chau-
village. pal.

A T the Block headquarters the vaccinator j\JEXT morning while they are setting
met the SEO The SEO, who had not ready to leave the village, they saw !h! 

worked in this village, was speechless on hear- village priest coming to them running. He 
about the experience of the vaccinator, almost fell at their feet and implored*

When he heard about the frenzy of the village
priest, suddenly he got a hunch. “Please help, please help, my own nephew

jcvwi j is not well. My brother has just now come
... Why don t we use that “Gurumai , the He is very much worried that the Goddess

village priest . Mother will now hit him. He is the only son.
“What ? that old grabber ? I don’t think Please save him. Give him the medicine you

he will do anything unless he gets something were saying.”
put of it. He is after feasts and fees. Noth- The SEO and the vaccinator were wonder­
ing else will interest him." struck. They looked at each other. S°gni-

In the night they reached the house of the hcantly the SEO said .
village priest. The SEO greeted him cordially “Well, but how about that faith ? Don’t 
and started with informal chats. When the you have faith ?” 
matter of smallpox came up the SEO said :

Oh ! Sir, that is all for those simple village 
“ Gurunraiji, it seems the village people folks....but my nephew must be saved. He 

have great faith in you, so they come to ask should get some medicine....Won’t you help 
your advice...and you should help them with us
right kind of medicine in such serious mat- ‘-And what will you do for us ?”

The priest was animated. He said, “Yes, , “Anything, Sir, whatever you want me to
I help them in my own way. What else can I do....I am your humble servant.”
do ? I have no medicines...” IlV , , ,You should help us to explain to the

“For the medicines we can help them, but people the need for vaccination. You should 
you should explain to them the use of medi- assf mble all the people at one place and help 
c'ne. They have faith in you so they will us ln vacc,nat*on.
believe your word. ' “Yes, Sir, please come to my house and I

“ Mpi* • „ . will do the needful.”Medicine? What medicine ? The simple
village people have faith and that faith cures That morning, the village priest was again 
them. Why bother ?” in frenzy. When a large crowd gathered

before his house, he declared that it was the 
“But. don t you see this is a serious desire of Goddess “Thalerani” to save all those 

matter.” children who were vaccinated and therefore,
“ Whatever that is, I am interested in ^ ]acJ ildren shouId be vaccinated without any 

pacifying the Goddess and a good feast.”
. When the vaccinator arrived at his house,

Yes, you could have ceremonies and  ̂hold the priest got his own nephew vaccinated first,
a feast along with the treatment. Don t you belore the crowd. This soon got the message
understand? across. One by one the men got up and brought
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their babies. The work of vaccination started platform to meet the people. They also found 
in full swing. The priest helped the vaccina- in him a village leader in whom people had 
tor in every way. confidence. When the priest himself showed

willingness to help in the task of social educa- 
The village priest became very friendly with tion, the SEO knew the value of this friend- 

the vaccinator and the SEO. On instructions ship. Off and on he called the priest to Block 
he collected all the parents and gave a talk on Headquarters and showed the work which was 
how to take care of their babies after vaccina- being done in other villages. This served as 
tion. Later on he showed willingness to incor- inspiration to the priest to make his own 
porate some general ideas about better health influence more effective and helpful. After 
practices in his nightly sessions of religious discussion with the people and the Block staff, 
discourses and Bhajan singing. The SEO also he undertook to organise regular social educa- 
requested him to use these meetings for dis- tion activities in the village, 
cussion on village problems. T ,

In this case study again we find pressure
In all this work the village priest coopera- r̂om env’ronment creating a willingness 

ted wholeheartedly and helped the workers to *° see,̂  ne'v a j ^e^er ^ ays< Until his nephew 
explain their ideas through the people’s own was threatened, the priest paid no attention 
dialect. to the workers. But their efforts were not

wasted because the priest turned to them at 
In the priest the workers found a ready the crucial moment.
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New Look at Literacy
npH E census has reported sluggish progress —inadequate supervision and use of un­
it- in literacy during the past decade. The trained teachers.

national literacy rate now stands at 23.7 —short periods of instruction,
per cent versus 16.6 per cent m 1951.

„  , RelapseThe 0.7 per cent again per year has dis- ,5 . . ,
appointed many who are aware that no nation *'act • Adults who persist long enough to 
in modern times has ever gained a comfort- }farn to reaa anc* write often relapse into 
able standard of living without literacy. An illiteracy. Recently a sample survey was made
illiterate people cannot create and maintain re‘aPse in Hindi-speaking areas. It showed 
an industrial civilization. They cannot take that 6 0  per cent of the adults who had passed 
full advantage of the benefits of science and the literacy test a year earlier could no longer 
technology. As population outstrips land, read at the fourth standard. Apparently their 
illiterate farmers find it difficult to acquire environments did not give sufficient support 
newer agricultural knowledge and techniques aat* stimulation to maintain their literacy 
fast enough to feed the growing nation. skills.

F act: Follow-up studies of relapse after
L-auses literacy campaigns show similar results.

To identify the obvious reasons for a The story is essentially the same among 
decade of slow growth may seem like a profit- d school children/  UnIess thejr dail“ 
less exercise in retrospect. Certainly the history Jife requires them t0 use their new skills or
of past shortages of trained teachers, ins true- un]ess‘ they go t0 school longer to fix their
t.onal materials, and money cannot be reading habits, there is considerable relapse, 
rewritten. „ ,

Obviously some of the funds spent on 
In competition with other pressing literacy yield little permanent gain. Progress 

demands, possibly the effort could not have jn literacy among adult villagers has been so 
been greater. Closer examination of the effort, &iow that jn some states Community Develop- 
however, reveals some facts interesting to ment funds are no longer used for this 
think about. Perchance new questions should purpose.
be asked and new solutions sought. T , . .. . In light of these facts, questions arise : Are

F a c t:  Many people, especially in villages present approaches to adult literacy the best? 
remote from towns, do not feel much daily Or are there faster ways to build a literate 
need to read and write. Their environment population ? 
makes little demand for literacy. They seem- , , f
ingly can continue living without it. Never Let us look at more facts, 
having been literate, they have little under- In Cities
standing of its worth. In many areas, the situation is quite diffe-

Fact : Learning takes place best when rent from that in remote villages. Great 
people have strong motives for learning. This numbers of people in cities, industrial town- 
fact is borne out both by observation and ships, and crossroads of commerce teel a need 
psychological research t0 learn to read and write Their daily lives

' Fact : Literacy campaigns among weakly- stimulate and indeed demand literacy. Literacy 
motivated villagers are often characterized by opens the way to further education, economic 
UIUU b J opportunity, advancement, and better living.

—great promotional energy needed to Literacy visibly pays off in cities.
induce initial class attendance. ~  , , r . ,iiiuu For example : In one of India s largest

—high wastage and dropouts; low and cities last year about 600 adult literacy classes
irregular attendance. were conducted. The Director of Social

—high organizational costs in relation to Education said that 1500 classes could have
teaching costs. heen established if funds had been available.
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A much higher percentage of people in the dissemination of culture, social change, 
towns and cities want literacy than is true of and progress. As transportation and comrnu- 
rural areas. They are more ready to learn, nication increase and more villagers visit cities, 
They are more teachable, not because of their influence is bound to spread. Villagers 
higher native intelligence but because of greater with low felt need for literacy back home 
readiness and motivation. often fill literacy classes when they go to

These facts suggest a new approach or industrial areas and sense the need, 
new policy in regard to adult literacy instruc- Such a po]icy would not in fact discrim;_
tl0n' nate against the rural areas. Instruction would

be offered anywhere -  in city, town, or village 
ISew Approach —wherever people were ready to learn. Energy

Literacy instruction fo r  adults should be and money w'ould not, however, be wasted on 
offered first where sizable groups positively promotion of literacy among people who feel 
need and seriously want to learn to read and  little or no need for it. Industrialization, 
write. urbanization, and modern transportation and

True, this policy may result in more literacy communication would be the motivating forces 
instruction in cities than in rural areas. This for learning. Motivation would arise from the 
may sound impolitic in a country where four- environment. The limited supply of educa- 
fifths of the people live in villages. tional energy can be spent more profitably on

We must remember, however, that histori- teaching than on propaganda and promotional 
cally cities have been the primary centres for campaigns.

HONORARY GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT FOR 1960-61
{Continued fro m  page 8)

Research and Evaluation World Conference held at Montreal in 1960.
29. In cooperation with the National The rePort was ve>7 much appreciated. Dr. 

Fundamental Education Centre, the Associa- Homer Kempfer acted as the Coordinator of 
tion undertook an Evaluation programme of . Conference, and worked with zeal, 
the impact of Television in the field of Social efficiency and ability.
Education in Delhi. The investigation has The International Conference has requested 
been completed, and the data are being the Association to prepare the report of the 
analysed and tabulated. A report will be Conference. The report is expected to be out 
shortly submitted to All India Radio at whose before December this year. It will be priced
instance the scheme was initiated. at Rs. 3/- but the pre-publication price will be

30. The Association has started on kept at R s .  2/- per copy,
another research project on rural leadership. Advjser on SodaI Education
Mrs. Helen Kempfer is the Director of the __ , .
research study. The Ministry of Education ^2. The Association is gratified to report
has sanctioned a grant of Rs. 9,000/-for the that the Government of India has accepted one 

ro-ect ot the recommendations of the Gargoti
,  J . Seminar, namely, the appointment at the
International Conference on Adult Education Centre of an Adviser for Social Education.

31. The International Conference on Our happiness is all the greater because the
Adult Education convened by WCOTP was Government’s choice for this post fell on our 
held in New Delhi from July 27 to 7th August veteran colleague, Shri A.R. Deshpande. We
1%I. The Association played host to the congratulate Shi i Deshpande and hope that
Conference. Dr. M.S. Mehta, President of the during his tenure of office as Adviser, Social
Association, presided over the opening Education will not only receive full encourage-
session of the Conference. The Conference ment but will also become ,:an essential and 
was inaugurated by Dr. K L. Shrimali, Shri integral part of the general educational 
R.M. Chetsingh, Vice-President of the system of the country,” as envisaged by our 
Association, addressed the plenary session of Union Education Minister, Dr. K.L. Shrimali, 
the Conference and gave his report on the in his address to the International Conference.
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What Education Should Be
Professor N .A . N ikam , M. A .  (Cantab), Vice-Chancellor, M ysore University,

Presidential Address delivered before the Eighteenth Adult Education 
Association Conference held at Coimbatore on 2nd and 3rd October, 1961.

T am gratelul to Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta and Since wars begin in the minds of men, says 
A other officers of the Indian Adult Education the Constitution of UNESCO, the defences of 

Association for the honour they have peace ought to be built in the minds of men 
conferred on me in inviting me to preside If we are to reach the minds of men, the only 
over this Conference. The Association has means by which we can reach their minds is 
been in existence for twenty-three years and right education ; but nobody in a community 
has a fine record of work. Many aspects of is, or ever could be, satisfied with the educa*- 
Adult Education have been discussed by the tion he has received or receives.
distinguished Presidents of previous years. p j , , . , . '  „ • ,, , , ,. f  , J , , , Education is the highest good that can

We do not want a theory about Adult befall a man, and it is a possession which he 
Education ; what we need is a Programme and can never lose. But as education may make a 
Policy of Adult Education which will be wrong direction, we ought to be always vigilant 
implemented on a national scale. We need about it. Therefore, education is the one subject 
not therefore, devote any time to draw fine where no expertness is ever perfect. Education 
logical distinctions between _ “Literacy” and is something which concerns everybody and 

Education . Adult Education is larger than with which everybody is concerned We are 
^literacy ; and “education” is distinct from all therefore engaged in reforming education, 

propaganda. and educational systems appear to need
Although we are now becoming a political continual reform.

^ ™ Crj |Cy' !he bas»c values of our culture are There is no beginning or end to education 
essentially democratic, and so we have laid as an activity. The aim of education is to 
the highest value on the education of the help the individual never to lose the intrinsic 
individual (Purushartha). Our philosophy of plasticity of the human mind. The Upanishads 
education has never considered the education distinguish between “a-vidya” and “vidva” • 
of the individual as once for all finished. The whatever may be the meaning of these 
booklet issued by the Indian Adult Education two words in other contexts, it seems to me 
ASSOC,a,.on has,.therefore, the relevant and that in the context of eclucadon as a T o “ i„™ 
significant title : “On to Eternity. ing and transforming activity, he who
Education More Important than Legislation abandons his self-effort of bringing inner 

T’Urt . • . , , , « illumination to himself lapses into cividvci even
The most important task of a democratic if he is a scholar ; *

form of government is not legislation so
much as education. Plato observed in The Education Should Unify
Republic if a community js well-educated, The publications of the Indian Adult
edT.cated lePElmf'5̂ 0 ’’ vyhereas’ if U is il]- Education Association are a fine record of the 
educated, legis.ation is useless. work of the Annual Conferences. The record

One of the urgent problems before our deals with the changing concept of Adult 
country is nefd ° f a  continuing education : Education in the country, of the programme
the need of an education for the building up and methods of Adult Education, and of its 
of a democracy which works for National many and diverse aspects. As we go from 
Integration, and for International Peace, and year t0 year, the emphasis shifts from problem 
an education which devises the right means to problem within the scope and ideals of 
of adjustment in a changing social order National Adult Education 
without losing the basic moral values of om With one urgent problem we are now face 
philosophy, religion and culture. to face. The desire" for freedom united Ss
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during our struggle for Independence, social structure which never collapsed although 
It appears as if the freedom we won is now it declined now and then seriously. Through 
figuring as a divisive and centrifugal tendency our social structure, whatever may be its 
in our political and social life. This tendency defects, we preserved and handed down the 
appears to break up the fundamental unity of values which helped us in times of crisis. I 
our culture, or at least seriously obscures it would like to mention two aspects :
from our national vision. Divisive forces All the vocations and arts of our culture 
of language, politics and group-interests are were preserved through the hereditary trans- 
obstructing the national integration. mission of skill from the artisan father to his

Adult Education is, or ought to be, directly artisan son. In this way the arts were both 
concerned with the problem of how to resist preserved and perfected. In the revival and 
these divisive forces inside the country, from re-discovery of the bases of our traditional 
whatever quarter they may come, religion, culture, it should become part of the pro­
politics or language. It is not therefore enough gramme and policy of Adult Education to 
to have a programme of Adult Education, bring to light the centres of these ancient 
Community Development Schemes, etc. What skills and give them positive encouragement, 
is urgently needed is a unifying vision of One Culture, Many Forms of Expression
national perspective in all our activities Secondly, it is a characteristic of our culture
We do need the kind oi vision which . . .  , ... . _  • i-̂
inspired Asoka to have the Edicts car- that we reached like the ancient Greeks the

Vt ° , n w "e eed r ^ t v ^
SiiJh Gandhiji exercised over the Nation, were not made accessible to everybody
as through his daily writinas in the YOUNG ““ ? s he went thm ug^he n e s e ^ ^ ^ n p ^  
INDIA and HARIJAN he awakened, and thought and life. On the other hand we 
educated the masses to united effort in the developed a technique of mass commun ca o„, 
political and socio-economic spheres of our f d>lf y°u ^ e ,  a manner of Adult Education 
national life. With him, the Nation went by communicating the same profound truths 
through an arduous discipline. That discipline of spiritual experience through Myth {Parana)
ought to be awakened in the consciousness ®pi,c " arrat,? ° ’ h T ! ?  nhUnLnhfc f. XT , .. , , i c t • •  ̂ Song, so that between the highest philosophi-of the Nation and it should .nform and inspire , * lation of our cu,fure and our folk
tlie entire sphere of Adult Education. Adult £ance and s myth and allegoryj there
Education ought to become, among o her • pre-established harmony of Trulh/Beauty
things, a movement for national integration and P whjch brjnss h J ividual 4 ce anJ
and discipline. solace of heart.
Social Structure Never Collapsed We invented the beautiful technique of

The long process of history has stabilised making Fiction (i.e., the Myth (Purana) ) 
our culture, although it was subjected to instructive. We made it the vehicle of moral 
foreign influences, impacts, and pressures, values, whereas, in modern world, Fiction 
Whatever has endured through three or more enables us only to waste our time but does not 
thousand years must have still some life- teach us how to spend it. 
force. The Independence of our country ought The aim of Adult Education cannot be 
to become an opportunity for the re-discovery merely to make men literate or impart teclini- 
of the values which gave shape and form to cal skill to them. It ought to give them all 
our cultural life, and those values ought to these. But it should also give their minds the 
become new impulses in our regenerated edge of a vision which liberates them from 
national life. An American professor remarked themselves so that they may become the means 
to me that America has never been con- of communicating the enduring values of a 
quered. I replied that although our country civilization and culture. It is a march “On 
has been invaded by foreign nations, it also to Eternity,” not an eternity which is beyond 
has never been conquered, for the conqueror and hereafter, but to a life lived here and now 
cither got absorbed into the social structure or in common fellowship with other human 
left the country. beings in conscious cooperation to build a new

The defences of our country are in our social-order.
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Qur Town

How Towns Were Born
By Z. Mayani

P REHISTORIC man lived in constant fear Isaiah cast shame upon those who offered up 
of famine. His survival depended on sacrifices to the dead.
obscure forces over which he had no Both in ,he East and in the West ancestor 

c°n w l  He was powerless when the fruit worship remained the cornerstone of popular 
withered on the trees when the game he hunt- 5eliefs. Tbis ma hel t0 explain how the
ed disappeared from he forest, when his flock nucleus of the first towns developed. As the 
was attacked by wild beasts or when the vill a wall woujd be bu*ilt around it
harvest was not plentiful enough to feed his and it would become the seat of a chief or a
tarni y' king. A sanctury would be established there

At such times he felt that a life-giving force where the household gods of the royal family 
was deserting him—-a force which permeated were worshipped as the gods o. the whole 
everything, causing animals and humans to community. The king was regarded as a holy 
reproduce and the crops to ripen in the fields. hgure> who dispensed justice, a royal preroga- 
This force was fertility. How could it be .̂ve. Periodically a market was held in the 
preserved ? village whence people from the surrounding

, , .  , , .  , . , countryside came to buy the foodstuffs they
A spark of it had been vested in the ances- lacked and the produce of the first craftsmen

tor who settled on the laud, creating the T. _  . . . ,
family or the clan. And this life-givingforce j , ,n.ey  aotIvlties village
survived him after death, returning to the f   ̂ e ? °P e, ir[to a .,sma ‘ town whose 
land. Thus ancestor worship came to be ec°n°my was based primarily upon agriculture.
associated with the work of the fields from '  •Si°U-8 p C®S tun£e™ent 5
which each new generation drew its sustenance. phnpninia C ’ main y .*? F§>Pt> Crete and 
A Cretan sarcophagus dating from the 14th f / orn was W1 e - grown, and the
century B.C. shows a dead king in the arms of , , 1 corn was regarded as a divine
the goddess Earth. In dying he has been J  - ■ ’ spirit as a divinity. Cutting and 
deified and is wedded to the Earth, thus bresh'ng ^ e  corn was in a sense a hostile act
ensuring good harvests for his descendants. war s a oice that was as mysterious as it 
Such beliefs explain why primitive man liked W3S anSerous- It was, therefore, important
to live close to the tombs of his ancestors. to pact y it and to gain its goodwill. Thus

. _. .. , the village threshing floor, where the daily
In the ancient cities of Sicily, the town for miracle of the death and resurrection of the

the living was built above the necropolis, spirit of the corn took place, came to be
while in the land of Canaan the burial grounds regarded as sacred ground. It was the central
were located within the towns. According to point round which the earliest features of
Father Barrois, a funeral cave at Gezer, dating urban life developed. y
back to the Neolithic era, was used again , ,.
between 3,000 and 2,000 B.C , Foremost among these was the dispensing

_. ,, , . justice. The spirits of the dead and the
There is another reason lor this close god of death and resurrection were supposed

relationship with the dead. To fulfil their life- to inspire upright decisions. There is a refer-
giving mission the dead had to be fed, and ence to this, in one of the Phoenician poems
holes were dug in the ground tor this purpose, of Ras-Shamra (Uearit) written between 2 000
The French historian Fustel de Coulanges has and 1,800 B.C. It describes the doings of a
described how the Greeks set aside a space legendary king, Dane!: “ He sits before the
near the tomb for sacrifices, Roman tombs gates of the town, beneath the trees that are
bad a sort of kitchen attached to them And in the threshing floor ; he metes out justice
in Jerusalem, about 750 B.C., the Prophet to the widow and protects the orphan.’' So
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we see a king dispensing justice in a public the dead were buried at the agora itself, and
place that is none other than a threshing floor R. Martin notes that it was not uncommon to
near the gates of the town. Another Canaanite see a long row of tombs at the agora, which
poem mentions early invaders of Palestine, the formed the spiritual, political and religious, 
Rephaim, who owned horses and chariots, centre of the town. A distinctly funeral
Their name, which is mentioned in the Bible, atmosphere is associated with the agora,
means ‘spirits of the dead’. This poem describes There the heroes and founders of the town 
them approaching a threshing floor where were buried—as in Athens, Corinth, Megara, 
“ they will ensure the fertility of the fields.” etc.... There, the judges met in the times of the

. c , Homeric tales. It was round the funeral
As for Biblical references, there are a m0UI)d of Ilos that Hector summoned the

number of uem relating to several different leaders in counsel, and a scene engraved on 
periods. It was on a threshing floor not fai ^  gj^ieu 0f Achilles shows the judges seated 
liom the Jordan that funeral rites were in a holy circle, in other words, round a tomb
celebrated before Jacobs burial, around m ;rA v  anri w m i
1400 B.C. (Genesis, 50). About 1200 B.C., x  *nd XV111)-
it was from another threshing ground that a The major divinities in the Greek pantheon 
judge of Israel called for a divine seer had a rather limited role in the agora. Thus, 
(Judges, 6). In 1000 B.C., the angel of death the Zeus ‘of the agora’ is more closely related 
appeared in a threshing place in Jerusalem to the gods of the underworld than to those of 
(2 Samuel, 24), and it was on this same spot Olympus. Hermes plays a far bigger role. He 
that David later raised on altar^ the nucleus Was represented by phallic symbols which 
of Solomon’s future temple. prove that the market and meeting place

Finally, following the Canaanite tradition, originated as a place devoted to the worship 
the threshing grounds in Israel in the 8th ot ‘ertlllty.
century B.C. were regarded as essential T . . ... _ , .
features of the towns near which they stood. It is impossible, of course to speak of a 
The first book of Kings (chapter 22) describes ‘relationship between the development
how Ahab, King of Israel, and Jehoshaphat; the towns m Phoenicia and in Greece. 
King of Judah? met “ in a void place in the (Town-life was a well-established feature in he 
entrance of the gate of Samaria ; and all the East at a time when Greece was still in he
prophets prophesied before them.” This same throes o ie i i ■)• “  &
ground served as a market place (2 Kings, 7). resemblances In both East and West pre- 
Thus, in many other towns of the East the histone man s laborious ascent towards the 
public place was the centre of religious, earhest stages of town ife was closely assoc,a- 
administrative and economic life. ~ teud * lth the worship of the dead, regarded as

the bearers of fertility and the friends and 
There is a striking parallel in ancient protectors of the living. It was round their 

Greece. In the earliest Greek towns, the tombs in Greece, and, in the East, round the 
agora, public place for meetings and markets, threshing grounds dedicated to the god of 
adjoined the temple or the royal palace. At the harvest, that towns first developed. 
Mycenae, according to Heinrich Schliemann, (Unesco)
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To Think About—

Shall We Eradicate Literacy Campaigns?

W E talk much of eradicating illiteracy—on The preceding article—New Look At
a mass scale—in India—in the whole Literacy—suggests that maybe we should 
wor^ ;  eradicate the campaigns. But some would

misinterpret. The argument h'nges around the 
A favorite approach is the literacy cam- proper work of educators. Should they spend 

paign—a special drive toward literacy in a most of their time teaching those who already
given geographic area. Propaganda and per- feel a strong need or should they spend much
suasion, sometimes with evangelistic fervour, time in promoting literacy through campaigns?
are used to induce people to come for instruc- Should we depend upon ihe remainder of the
tion. A great deal of promotional energy environment—industrialization, urbanization,
often must be spent to build up attendance at improved communication and other physical 
classes and keep them going. changes and their accompanying social effects

— to create the felt need ? Or should educa- 
Expectations of many enrollees are un- *ors *° kuild UP that need directly ? 

realistic. It is easy for an uneducated person
to think that progress can be faster than is Possibly educators cannot really do much 
possible. _ Regardless of numerous short-cut to build solid interest in literacy without
“ panacea” methods, it still takes several environmental support, 
hundred hours of good teaching and hard
work for the average illiterate to learn to read 0 n the other hand, maybe educators can, 
a nevyspaper independently. Discouragement better than any environmental forces, inter-
at what seems slow progress sets in easily. pret the need for literacy, brina it to focus 
Often untrained or half-interested teachers and satisfy it. Maybe we should only improve 
and a shortage of good instructional materials our approach • 
contribute to a heavy dropout rate. Many FF
campaigns are designed to run only a few , , .
weeks or months-long enough to provide Admit only truly interested persons to
statistics but too short to accomplish reading avoid the ili effects of premature drop-
independence. outs-

Results: Dropouts leave with an unsatisfy- Organize longer courses of instruction, 
ing experience and almost no useable reading
skills. Those who finish are often so slightly Assign only trained, adequately paid, and 
above the threshold of literacy that they are interested teachers,
prime candidates for relapse. Strong follow-
UR, mTfkfTT j are °^teQ talked about but Provide good sequences of scientifically-
seldom observed m pract.ee. developed instructional materials.

The question is : Should we abolish this Offer a truly effective follow up program 
wasteful practice of literacy campaigns in with adequate library services,
favour of something better or improve our
techniques? Adult schools with courses of The. issue is important. Progress under 
18 months or longer have been suggested, the campaign system has admittedly been 
tried and found successful, although total slow. Should the campaign be improved or 
numbers in statistical reports are smaller. abolished ? What do your groups think ?
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5 NO DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT EDUCATION ! ! 3
3 Are you out for development? Then make sure that you have 5
3 arranged for education, for in the absence of education, there is no 5
3 possibility of development. $
5 B P S i a P f  And ^et' t,iere cannot be good education if there are no good 3
j  I means of imparting it. So the real problem of development rests for 3
3 H P  its solution on the acquisition of sound means of education. j
3 1° ^ ’s context we are very happy to inform you that we have 3
5 i r ^ J iWTiTi been successful iQ this matter by our production of the Slated Roll-up J
3 i IHIKu Sm  Black Boards, which can be written on clearly with chalk and can be A
c” wiped off easily with duster. f
j, We are very proud to announce that our products have been 3

blessed, recommended and patronised for their Quality, Portability and k 
jE S g S ^^K  Utility by eminent educationists at home and abroad as well as by z
r  j r J I  reputed Heads of educational institutions and Directors of Education ?

C1 of various states in India. 3
3 3
3 For testimonials and illustrative literature, please contact :— ___ 3
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■ Report I A  y w y

V©1. XXII November 1961 No. 11

C T n ? A t yi tE X ec1r r ‘ Autonomous Board For Adult
Education

C oordm ahon  of Social TT is a welcome sign of the day that support for an
E ducation A ctiv ities in  -i- Autonomous Board for Adult Education should come from

Panchayati Raj administrative head ot the Community Development
Ministry. In his masterly address at the International Con­
ference on Adult Education, Scholar-Administrator P.V.R. Rao 

Tension-Torn suggested an autonomous body outside Government, for
effective implementation of the adult education programme.
It should also be responsible for the contents of radio and 

University Responsibility film adult education programmes.
and O p portun ity  in  A dult Shri Rao proposed that the Board should consist of educa-

E ducation tiomsts, public men and administrators. He stressed the need
for extensive library services and for harnessing the modern 

_____ media of mass communication to promote adult education.

These suggestions indicate Shri Rao’s understanding of 
pnrrnDTAT i m o u r  problems We hope he will see that his suggestions0 are 
LOU OKIAL BOARD given practical shape. Year after year we in the Indian Adult

Education Association have been suggesting such a board
Dr. m . S. Mehta

-. . .  would consider it a fulfilment of our mission if the
Maganbhai Desai Government endorses the views of our Education Minister

Q. . T„ . .  , expressed at the recent International Conference: “ If adult
m . . iv atimr, l.c.s. education is to serve democratic ends through free discus-

n _ sions... it must necessarily remain in the hands of Voluntary
r. . . .  Koshy Organisations.” The endorsement could come by setting up

„  I3 0 , independent Boards at the Centre and at State and District
Shri I-I. P. Saksena levels. These Boards could combine the freedom and flexi­

bility of voluntary agencies with the assured finances of a 
Published by Indian Adult Edu- Government department. They can provide the imaginative
cation A ssociation , 17-B Indra- | and enlightened leadership people need for setting up their own 
praatha Matg, New Deih’ India S ? 10118 'vhere they can receive education at the same
Annual Subsrriot: d‘ 1 ™ m U?ey Set tlie necessary training for civic responsibility bv

f c r l J t  f r n T ™ :, Rs- S-°0 managing their own affairs. These Boards may well nigh 
jn $ . ,o(■ Single Copy fa, j .00 1 provide the leyer for the success of the Panchayati Raj



7\7 Workshop on “Role of Trade Unions in
I M d l V a  Workers’ Education”

The Indian Adult Education Association is 
Life Members organising a Workshop to discuss the “ Role

of Trade Unions in Workers’ Education” in the 
The following have become Life Members first week of January, 1962 at Delhi. It will 

during the current month : last 4 days (1st to 4th). The objective of the
Workshop is to find out what concretely the

1. Shri J.G.P. Naumann, Ambur, North Trade Unions can do in promoting the cause
Arcot Distt of Workers’ Education in India, and try to lay

down a basic minimum programme for trade
2. Miss E. High, Sahibganj, Bihar. unions to conduct educational work for their

members.
3. Shri T.S. Avinashilingam Chettiar, --------

M P-’ Coimbatore- Higher Education Directory-
Comprehensive information about the 

courses of study and various other details 
about colleges in India are available in the 

Donations for Tagore Hall 1961 Directory of Institutions for Higher
,, Education brought out recrntly by the Union

Donations as fol’ows have been received Ministry of Education, 
for Tagore Hall : The Directory provides up to date informa-

, ci ■ r> r> xv tion, as at the beginning of this year, about
1. Shri B. Banerjee, Nizamuddin, all jnstJtutions offering postmatriculation

New Delhi 10.00 courses of at least two years’ duration.
2. Shri S.K. Banerjee, New Delhi 20.00 --------

_____  UNESCO CONFERENCE
A South-East Asian Regional Conference

3. Miss Sita S. Patankar 10.00 on Adult Education has been convened by
4. Mrs. Bimla Dutta 200.00 UNESCO to be held in Saigon, Vietnam from

December 13 to 22.
5. Shri R.K. Basu 10.00 The Conference will conduct its work in
6. Ch. Chand Narain Dutta 10.00 two commissions: one dealing with Adult

Education in Rural Areas and the other in 
Urban Areas.

Total : 260.00 Shri S.C. Dutta, Honorary General Secre­
tary of the Indian Adult Education Associa­
tion, has been requested by UNESCO to be a 
Consultant to the Conference.

Denmark Scholarship Panel for Social Education
The Committee on Plan Projects has set up 

Shri N. A. Ansari of the National Funda- a Study Team for se,ected educational schemes 
i n  . i ci • r, x, including Social Education. Shri B.W. Jha is

mental Education entre and Shri I .  N. the leader of the team. To assist the team, a
Shivpuri, Literacy House, Lucknow, are red- panel for social education has been set up.
pients of the scholarship for study in Denmark. Among those who have been registered to be
Thr-w in i c n i i. , members of the panel are Sarvashri A.R.
T1 y left m the alter part of October and Deslipaode> N Badr[iah, M.c. Nanavatty, S.C.
will be in Denmark for eight months. Dutta, and Dr, T,A. Koshy.

[ 2 ]



Social Education and Democratic 
Decentralisation

HEPHE Indian Adult Education Association of Education, Ministry of Community Deve- 
-B- held its Twelfth National Seminar at the lopment, Planning Commission, State 

P.S.G. School of Social Work Coimbatore Departments of Education, Social Edu- 
(Madras State) September, 27-30, 1961. The cation Training Centres, universities, autono­
seminar subject was ‘Social Education and mous organizations, voluntary organizations 
Democratic Decentralisation’. doing Social Education or allied work, and the

The subject was very appropriate. The last U.S.A. Technical Cooperation Mission. Dele- 
two years have been marked by state enact- gates with different backgrounds brought the 
ments for Panchayati Raj, which may well be much needed variety of outlook and experience 
expected to usher in basic and revolutionary on the subject. In addition, over forty observers 
changes in the various spheres of community from the local SEOTC, Rural Institute and 
and social life. What would be more interest- the School of Social Work took part in the 
ing for a Social Educator than the study of Seminar, 
social forces released by this powerful causal 
factor ? What shall be the significance, role Opening Sessions
and contents of his programme of work in the The seminar was opened by Dr. M.S. 
background of the changing pattern of life ? Mehta, President, Indian Adult Education

Association at 9:30 A.M. on Wednesday the 
Working Paper 27th September, 1961. His

... ,, . ~ thought-provoking speech
Well in advance of the C C M Ik lA D  outlining the relationship be-

Seminar a working paper was tween Social Education and
prepared and sent to Associa- Panchayati Raj, the signi-
tion members with a request U S H E W I U R  i  ficance of both and the 
to send suggestions. The R E P O R T  developing pattern of Social
working paper was presented ^  “ Education, set the stage for
in the first Plenary Session and objective, deep and critical
was iormally adopted. '  thinkin g on the seminar subject.
Delegates The seminar was much disappointed

Sixty-one delegates from different states GnTrnmJm £ hief ,Jecreta7  *0 J e
participated in the seminar. Statewise distri- d irec tn r^ f^ h p ^ m f5 13n’ v':'lJ0 was t0 be j he 
bution of delegates was as follows : t ,, • seminar, could not come due

to cancellation of plane service. As the archi-
1. Madras ... 15 tect of Panchayati Raj in the state which has
“• Delhi ... 11 taken lead in the field, his view on the subject
■j. Mysore ... 9 would have been extremely valuable. Shri
s Muj f rat  ̂ H.P. Saksena, of the National Fundamental

• laharashtra ... 5 Education Centre, substituted as the Director.
6. Rajasthan ... 5
7. Bihar "" 2 Discussions
8. Uttar Pradesh 7 , , . ,
9 Andhra Pradesh 1 The seminar had about eight hours of dis-

10." Assam j cussions in plenary sessions and twelve hours
U  Bengal " i in group sessions. Items for discussion were
12. ' Maninur } first elucidated and broadly discussed in
13. Orissa " 1 plenary sessions. Detailed discussions were
14. p lmjab " 1 t*ien 'n ̂  four 8r°ups in which the
15] Tripura 1 delegates were divided. The group reports

were later discussed in the plenary session to 
There weie delegates from the Ministry find out the concensus of opinion.
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The four groups each discussed the entire Dr. M.S. Mehta, IAEA President, attended 
working paper. This provided the delegates all plenary sessions and participated in group 
an opportunity to express views on every item discussions. It was indeed very fortunate for 
in the working paper. Sarvashri Sohan Singh, the Seminar to have the benefit of his vast
D.P. Nayar, N.K. Gaur and S.M.L. Shri- knowledge and experience in the subject under 
vastava were Chairmen of the four groups. discussion.

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
A summary of the discussions, findings and have hitherto been assigned a low social 

recommendations follows. status.
MEANING AND OBJECTIVES OF ('>) Panchayati Raj tends to alter the
PANCHAYATI RAJ leadership pattern. Young people assume

The seminar did not find it necessary to ^
define the terms or state objectives specifically, seminar„ welco™ d this, ^end, inasmuch as the
since this has been done well by different com- y0UDg are ufsual'y fired by an ldeaI’sra and are 
petent bodies. The seminar was in agreement m,° u  prone t0 ? ang<f  W,onf  " and me.mbf r ,s 
in this respect with the outline presented in f  HanJ?n and .backward classes get elected 
the introduction to the working paper. How- t0 important Posltlons on an increasing scale, 
ever the subject was discussed in groups. The seminar was of the view that the new
<:nrrAT rn u rc Q  emerging leadership is generally better under-
n FT C A e c n  DV n i  x i r u  * v * tt n < r stood and respected than the traditional

ELEASED B \ PANCHAYATI RAJ leadership, because it is more constructive in
2. There was a general feeling that enough its aPProach to the village problems, 

data have not yet been gathered to warrant a (iff) Panchayati Raj tends to promote a 
conclusive statement regarding the social for- sense of responsibility on the part of the 
ces released by Panchayati Raj. Moreover, it people. It fosters initiative and thus accele- 
is too eaily to gauge the social forces, though rates development work. As a result of this, 
certain tendencies have been found to exist in Panchayati Raj brings about considerable 
some places. . seminar was of the opinion awakening and enthusiasm. People are found 
that both unifying and divisive forces are more keen to raise their level of living, 
found in nuclear form. In the earlier period
of Panchayati Raj the divisive forces seemed (iv) Jn some places a sense of healthy 
to gain the upper hand. Elections have the competition has been noticed between different 
tendency to accentuate factions and splits. panchayat samitis. It was reported that in

But Panchayati Raj also has in it the seeds Maharashtra, village panchayats have vied 
of unification. After elections are over and Wlth ° “f .  another in eliminating illiteracy 
people get an opportunity to work together amon8 bien people.
under Panchayati Raj, they sometimes tend to (v) Administrative efficiency tends to 
dissolve their differences and learn the habit increase and corruption in administration 
of cooperation. Since panchayat constituen- declines as Panchayati Raj takes roots, 
ties comprise a comparatively smaller area
and the people know each other rather inti- (v0 Panchayati Raj increases the demand 
matelv, there are fewer chances of continued Por schools. Importance of education for 
exploitation of caste and other divisive factors children and adults is better appreciated, 
over a long period of time. The seminar felt ROLE OF SOCIAL EDUCATION IN THE 
tfa t ‘Social Education’ can support and streng- FRAMEWORK OF PANCHAYATI RAJ
then the cohesive and integrative forces. a ti,q • e • ,° 4- T,ie seminar was of the view that

. I ie seminar felt that the following are Social Education has a very important role to 
soill<e 1,1 ! "r ol'lc‘r social forces released by play in the framework of Panchayati Raj

n , n . f he seminar felt that the programme of
(i; Panchayati Raj promotes a sense of Social Education should be framed keeping in 

dignity and sell respect among the people who view the following specific tasks :
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(i) bringing about an understanding of the cation in citizenship should be an important 
significance of Panchayati Raj and the duties part of Social Education. Democratic insti-
of the people in its framework ; tutions cannot flourish unless the people have

„____  . . . .  . r a sense of responsibility. While imparting edu-
nnpratinn aom§ an a iu  e of co- cation in citizenship, duties of citizenship and

r l  etr ,  th H Van0Um - T UpS and the need of a civic sense should receive great sub-groups, official and non-official ; attention
(iii) promoting an appreciation for the The seminar f u that the encies of 

cause of the weaker sections and a desire to • f
raise up their level of living ; inf°™ al Sr0UPs> associatf, organizations,^ ° 5 voluntary organizations and the Social Educa-

(iv) extending literacy and education in tion Standing Committee of Panchayat
citizenship ; Samitis should be used for imparting educa-

, . ... ..........  „ tion in citizenship.
(v) providing skills in assessment of re­

sources and preparing local plans of develop- Education for Community Organization
ment > 7. The seminar felt that education for

(vi) making available facilities for continu- community organization is important. Unless
ed education f and the members of the organizations in general

(vii) strengthening youth clubs, women’s and their leaders in particular are trained in
clubs, interest groups and other associate techniques ot working in groups, the
organizations, thereby training people for objectives of community organ.zat.ons will
leadership and development. not be achieved.
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS Education for Community Cohesion
UNDER PANCHAYATI RAJ 8. The seminar felt that Social Education
Literacv can P 'ay an ’mP°rtant r°le 'n bringing about

y . . community cohesion where it is found lacking.
5. The seminar felt that adult literacy A direct attack on family feuds, caste, class,

should be given a very high priority in the political or other differences will not lead to
programme of Social Education. The seminar any success. Social Education may create a
viewed with concern the fact that during the consciousness of common interests by under-
last decade literacy in India has increased taking activities beneficial to all. At a sub-
only from 16.6 to 23.7 percent of the popula- sequent stage well organized group discussions
t1011, can also play an important part in promoting

The seminar discussed various arguments community cohesion, 
in favour of universal adult literacy in the Training of Office-Bearers of Panchayati Insti- 
context of Panchayati Raj. It was felt that tutions
literacy is essential for intelligent interest and „ c „
participation in community life and tends to e .Tj16 s?minar 'vas °f tbe view taat
bridge social distance. As these factors are Social Education workers can offer valuable
crucial for the success of Panchayati Raj, uni- cooperation to other agenc.es in the training
versal adult literacy would go a long way in 2,futhe office bearer/  °J pan,chayatl institutions
creating conditions under which Panchayati The seminar noted that the states in which
Raj may succeed. Panchayati Raj has become operative have

-p. .  . ' • , , . . introduced training programmes for office
ui 1 rff rec°Snised that it requires bearers of panchayats and panchayat samitis.

consideia e e or to promote functional Social Education workers have been associated
iteracy and recommen ed that strong motiva- with these training programmes. The seminar

t'i10U e, - to adult students, felt that very great importance must be
S ' “tifie method5 of teaching should be used attached to this training,
and more follow-up literature should be
brought out. The office-bearers should receive training
Education in Citizenship Ln lhe P™visi?n? ° f *h® Constitution. . Panchayati Raj Act of the State, rules and

6. I he seminar was of the view that cdu- regulations relating to Panchayati Raj,
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methods of implementing development pro- ing of and appreciation for the moral values 
grammes, cooperation between the officials and common to all religions ; 
non-officials and human relations skills. ,.... , „
They should also receive training in the signifi- . / UI\  cieatmg an understanding of the 
cance and methods of Social Education. cultural heritage of India and helping the

people to see the unity in diversity ;
The seminar discussed at length the dura- , . ,

tion of the training programme. Many K  makin|  ^  Pe,°PIe and
members were of the view that training should appreciative of the mighty efforts that are 
be given for at least a month in institutions of ^eing made tc?day develop the country as a 
Vidyapeeth type. Other members pointed out whole through the 5 year plans, Community 
that it is difficult to get the office-bearers to Development and such other nation building 
stay for such a long period of training. They programmes,
find it difficult to stay for more than a week. (v) organizing villagers’ tours to other 
After careful thought on the  ̂ subject the states. The seminar suggested that villagers 
seminar concluded that the question of dura- from one state may invite villagers from other 
of training should be left to state governments, states to visit them ;
It may depend upon the interest exhibited by . , . ,
the office-bearers of panchayat institutions. (V1) introducing cultural items from other 
The seminar was of the view that even if the states in the recreational and cultural activities 
training courses were of shorter duration, organized under Social Education. The 
efforts should be made to make them interest- seminar was of the view that Social Education 
ing and then extend the period. workers should collect material on cultural

items of other states and incorporate them in 
Education for Community Development their cultural programmes.

10. The seminar was of the view that APPROACH TO SOCIAL EDUCATION
Social Education workers with their special UNDER PANCHAYATI RAJ 
knowledge of the methods and techniques of .
mass communication should be able to play an Coordination of Work
important part in the education of the people 12. The seminar noted that Social Edu- 
for development programmes and the mobili- cation work is being done by various official, 
zation of resources for them. Although every semi-official and non-official agencies. The 
extension officer should be responsible for edu- work of all the agencies must be coordinated 
eating the people in the schemes pertaining to at the different levels. This may be done by 
his specific subject matter, the Social Educa- establishing coordination committees at the 
tion worker can offer valuable help. district, state and national levels. The seminar

| T . was of the view that at the village and block
Education .or National Integration levels representatives of organizations doing

11. The seminar felt that Social Education Social Education work should be coopted on 
should give a high priority to national integra- the Education Sub-Committees of the 
tion. Every effort should be made to engender Panchayat and Panchayat Samitis.
in the people the national outlook. The 
seminar discussed at length the efforts being Literacy
made at present in different states to curb the 13 xhe seminar discussed at length the 
forces of disintegration and promote a national financial difficu!ties in a raassive pro| ramme

of adult literacy. It was reported that if the 
The seminar favoured having activities of teachers are paid extra remuneration for doing 

the following type organized under Social adult education work, the requirement of funds 
Education : for a programme of total eradication of

. . . . . , . . , literacy would be so stupendous that it would
(a celebrations of national festivals and be beyond the capacity of the government to

biril). anniversaries ol social and religious ^ear {|ie burden. The seminar made the
reformers or all sects; following suggestions in this respect:

(ii) c rea t ing  in the peop le  an u n d ersta n d - (i) E fforts sh o u ld  b e m ad e to  en co u ra g e
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educated people to teach a few illiterates (v) Social Education Organizers should
each, without charge. use the equipment in an educational way. They

(ii) Semi-official and non-official organize ? ou.ld bs Pro,vided with Projectionists to
tions should be requested to set apart funds hand e tlie machines.
in their budgets for eradication of illiteracy Training of Social Education Workers
in the area served by them. K  T, , , .1 15. The seminar discussed the changes

(iii) A large number of delegates were of that have been introduced in the training 
the opinion that adult literacy work should programme for Social Education workers after 
become a regular part of the duties of the the inauguration of Panchavati Raj. The 
school teacher. His load of work at the seminar felt that training in the working of 
school should be reduced and he should be Panchayati Raj institutions should receive 
asked to do adult literacy work instead, emphasis.
without the payment of any extra remunera- Janata Colleges
elpmern nTrn dels.gates d,d not fav0ljr the 16. The seminar felt that more Janata

“  t :ompi-,ls,on-. ,The/  suggested that Colleges should be opened in the country, 
w ?  h aT  S t  ° « llter?Cy While they may be somewhat like the Danish

‘wnrk p S S .f iS i '!,here they Folk High Schools, they should be essentially
„ • ie seminar patterned according to indigenous require-

shnuld hp rlmwt nr ?% / " ,gl ,1 1eac,erf  ments. Well organized Janata Colieges can
afa in  H m a i 1 / y crusade offer useful supportive service for Panchayatiogamst illiteracy and ignorance. j^aj J

(tv) As regards adult literacy work done ADMINISTRATIVE SET-UP FOR SOCIAL 
by college stuoents during summer vacations, EDUCATION 
the seminar wms of the view that such com- _. .x x , ,
paigns are very helpful in creating a suitable if. The seminar reiterated the recom-
atmosphere for literacy work and may get ™enaati0ns ™ade at the Tenth National 
illiterates started on their lessons. However, S^m!narf at Gargoti in 1959 regarding the
the new literates and semi-literates need Set' Up f°r S°dal Education at
to be followed up carefully if permanent gain 11011 c e s’
is to be assured. 18. The seminar felt greatly concerned
T.. . ,  . .  „. over the abolition of the posts of SEOs or
jitciature .or New Literates and AV aids their merger with other departments in some

14. The seminar felt that the work of states- The seminar strongly felt that the two
producing literature for new literates and SEOs at the block level, one man and one
projected and non-projected aids should be w°men, should be retained. The posts must 
extended. The seminar made the following he placed in the Education Department, 
sugges tions : e - / / .  p . Saksena

(') State governments which have not so .... - ........... ■■■——
tar opened units for producing such educa- I „„„„„
tional material, should do so expeditiously. REMEMBER THE BUILDING

(ii) Specialised non-official agencies may EITMH ?
sbuchnm°aUterfaei given grants to produce •

..... One D ay’s Pay is the
(iii) State governments should set uo dis- ti * w r

tnct libraries for visual aids. 1 B e s t W a ?

. (iv) There should be a district level com- t 0  InSU re th e  F u tu r e  o t  th e

S S n f s S r i S S  IN D IA N  A P P L T  E D U C A T I O N
, and other Development departments to A S S O C I A T I O N

Plan audio-visual education for tfe? district. __________ ______________________ _ _
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Coordination of Social Education Activities
in Panehayati Raj

By Meher C. Nanavatty

THE introduction of Panehayati Raj institu- the institutions of democracy at the national,
tions in rural areas will help in further- state and local levels in their efforts to
ing effective coordination of social wel- promote welfare services,

fare programmes promoted by voluntary and After the introduction of Panehayati Raj, 
statutory organizations. It is hoped ia jj0weVer, there is a need to adjust this role of 
Social Education activities as an integral part voluntary organizations to suit the changed

social wel.are programmes will get stimu- circurestances. Panehayati Raj provides a
lation in Panehayati Raj. It needs, however, machiaery through which villagers can assume
to be acknowledged that in the early stage responsibility for civic development and
of development of Panehayati Raj institu- administration. The Gram Sabha acts as an
tions, there will arise some problems o assembly of people at the village level. The
adjustment. Efforts are made in this paper panchayat is the agency to carry out the
to discuss these problems of adjustment an wishes of the people through their representa- 
to indicate possible solutions. tjves

Role of Voluntary Organizations The panchayat tries to fulfil its functions
The role of the voluntary organizations in effectively through the set-up of various func-

a democratic set-up is manifold It includes tonal sub-committees and with the coopera- 
, || ■ r  tion of various associate organizations which

bit o! owing . are formecj on voluntary basis to stimulate
(1) Demonstration of usefulness of a given pree expression of interests. The panchayat

service to meet the needs of the sends its representative to the panchayat
people ; samiti at the block levels.

(2) Education of people for development . . . ,
programmes and implementation of The panchayat samiti is the planning and 
the programmes to the extent possible; coordinating organization. It allots resources 
„ .. . . . . . . . . . .  to the panchayats according to their require-

(3) Cooperation with administration in ments and needs within the availability 
promoting accepted programmes of offunds. It executes some of the programmes 
service on a universal basis , directly with the help of the extension workers

(4) Experimentation with new methods of and encourages the panchayat to execute the 
work and programmes of services; major responsibilities through its various 

,,  _ . . . . r . , functional sub committees.(5) Constructive criticism of the W'ork of
the administration with a view to pro- At the district level, the zila parishad func- 
mote efficiency. tions as a coordinating agency. The working

,, , . .. . .  „ of Panehayati Raj institutions, however, differs
Voluntary organizations, with greater free- ffom state to state in details, 

dom of expression and experimentation as
compared to the statutory organizations, are As can be seen from above, efforts are 
believed to be in an advantageous position to made through the introduction of Panehayati
teel the needs of the people, and to arrange Raj institutions and organizations, to widen
programmes of service to meet needs in the the base of democratic participation. It i-s
lirst instance, and thereafter to encourage the therefore necessary to reconsider the role of
universal acceptance of the programmes by voluntary organizations in Panehayati Raj. To
administration. They have, therefore, an say so isn o t to negate the role of voluntary
important role to play in cooperating with organizations.
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As long as Panchayati Raj remains a communications besides promoting agricul- 
statutory machinery taking place of the tural production, 
government organization at the village, block . .
and district levels, the voluntary organizations . ^he ^sources of voluntary organizations 
have their own distinct role to play as in any will have to be harnessed for promoting social 
other democratic set-up. The role, however, welfare services including social education 
will have to be adjusted to meet the require- activities beyond what is already provided in 
ments of their attitude, activities and area of , ®*ock budget. The village community, too, 
coverage. has a contribution to make through effective

cooperation ; but the resources will have to 
The panchayat and the panchayat samiti be supplemented by the resources of voluntary 

and zila parishad similarly will have to recog- organizations wherever available, 
nize the distinct role of the voluntary organi- .
zations and provide facilities of effective co- . * raining of personnel to meet rural re-
operation and coordination. quirenients . The workers of voluntary orga­

nizations should come from the villages as far 
Problems of Adjustment as P°?sjble. Failing that, workers from towns

and cities will have to be utilized. They will 
The problems of adjustment are considered have to be given training in requirements of 

as below : rural life and work.
(1) Formation of voluntary organizations XT_. „ ,  „

at the village, the block and the district levels : ‘ uie 0 oordination
In the past, voluntary organizations had been Having clarified the role of voluntary 
active mainly in urban areas. This is due to organizations and the need for making
various historical reasons. Now that the adjustment to the changed circumstances, 
focus is being shifted from urban to rural areas h is necessary to consider the programme of 
in promoting the welfare services for three- coordination of activities of voluntary and 
fourths of the country’s population, it is but statutory organizations at the village, block 
natural that voluntary organizations should and the district levels.

S  areas ^  ^  from urban t0 (1) Recognition of panchayat samiti and zila
parishad as coordinating organizations: In the 

If the villagers can be stimulated to form set-up of Panchayati Raj as a machinery of 
their own voluntary organizations to promote democratic administration, it is necessary to 
sociak welfare services, it needs to be recognize the role of the panchayat, panchayat 
encouraged. Until this happens, the national samiti and zila parishad as an agency of co- 
and state voluntary organizations should form ordination at the village, block and district 
their own associations at the district, block levels. These organizations consist of the re- 
and village levels. Once this is done, the presentatives of people and as such their inter­
present problem of coordinating activities of ests can be said to be ensured by them. How- 
national or state voluntary organizations with ever, to facilitate day-to-day coordination, it 
the panchayat samiti at the block level will be will be desirable to have a sub-committee for 
automatically resolved. a given programme.

(2) Allotment o f resources for rural pro- The sub-committee of education and social 
grammes : Once the voluntary organizations education or for social services should be 
have their own associations at the village and formed at the village, block and district levels 
block levels, the allotment of resources both to promote and coordinate the activities of 
0^.m^n,an^ ra° ney f°r rur?̂  areas will natu- social education and other services. Adeauate 
rally follow. For some time to come, the representation may be given to voluntary 
voluntary organizations will have to raise organizations active in the field on these sub­
funds and secure personnel from urban areas committees. These subcommittees should 
for services m villages. The panchayat samiti, study the needs and resources of social educa- 
in the initial stage, will have to concentrate its tion and plan a phased programme according 
resources for the development of social servi- to priorities of requirements and availability 
ccs such us health, sanitation, education and of resources,
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(2) Division of responsibilities : One of Coordination is not mere sharing of funds, 
the first requirements of coordination is Many a time, there prevails reservations for 
avoidance of duplication and overlapping. It the cooperation of the other parties. It seems 
would, therefore, be necessary to determine to have been forgotten that coordination to be 
the nature of the division of responsibilities real and effective has to be the meeting of 
among different agencies or organizations minds and hearts. Mere physical set-up is 
working in a given field. The division can be not likely to result in coordination unless the 
of two types, namely (a) division on the basis spirit of cooperation prevails among all con- 
of physical areas, and (b) on the basis of cerned. This spirit should prevail both among 
services. This has to be decided according to voluntary organizations and between volunt- 
local needs and capacities of coordinating ary and statutory organizations, 
organizations. At the same time, it is neces- The coordination machinery should become 
sary to lay down in writing the responsibilities a forum 0f honest presentation of differences, 
of each organization so that it can become }f any, and an endeavour of finding solutions
the term of reference for work. to the best of all concerned. There should be

(3) Sharing o f common facilities : Besides regular meetings of the coordination committee
the division of responsibilities, there will be every month where the programme should be 
many occasions when the coordinating agen- revised and decisions taken with a resolve for 
cies will have to share the common facilities effective implementation. At the end of every 
available. For example, the training of six months or a year, the programme should
workers will have to be organized jointly or be reviewed and examined from the point of
the facilities available for training will have view of its effectiveness, and the shortcomings, 
to be shared. Similarly, literature may have if any, be corrected.
to be shared. A detailed note on the com- The essence of coordination lies in trust 
nion J aV- Ities ^Quired and available for an(j devotion to the purpose. IfPanchayati
the effective promotion of a given service pro- Raj is to succeed in promoting services of
gramme has to be worked out and examined social welfare> jt must utilize voluntary
by the coordinating body and decisions taken organizations and promote the programme of
on their effective use through sharing. coordination effectively between voluntary and

(4) Raising and sharing of resources-.With statutory organizations. Without effective
the increasing awareness of the need for cooperation and coordination, the service pro­
services of welfare, there will be an increase gramme is likely to remain at a low level of
in demand for these services. Unfortunately, development.
the resources for such services do not grow in _  ̂  ^  ^  ^
the same proportion as the growth of the p " ‘ “ ” ' ’ ^
demands, with the result that there will always g Have you bought ? If not, hurry up 9
be a need for raising the financial resources * ® > j r -
for the programme. With the raising of the S NEW PUBLICATIONS
standard of living, the village community will ? , „ i
be increasingly in a position to share the O ’ Community Organisation in 5
burden of maintaining services both through Q Social Education—Repoit §
donations and taxes. The coordinating body |  °- tie  Adth Seminar Rs. _.00 j
will have to explore ways and means of raising « 2. Community Organisation in a
resources and a system of sharing these I  Adult Education (Abstract) Rs. 1.00 *
resources for the most effective promotion of V 3, Social Education in Delhi A
sery*«s- .. . , 5 —An Assessment Rs. 6.00 J

(5) Effective use oj the machinery of V ,, ,1 .^ .,  ■ T .. r. . *>
coordination: In addition to the above’ the C o’ Society A
effective utilization of the machinery for co- g ‘ ' 1311013 Ks> 2-00 j
ordination is in itself a problem. Sometimes, p u  A
the machinery is utilized to the extent to * A ' t f e T J \ l™  . . i
which it serves the purpose of an individual X Iridian Adult Association 9
or an organization and not for the purpose for ? Indraprastha 1 arg, New Delhi. 3
VVfl 0,1 11 w aS Set U p ‘
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Community Development and Adult
Education

P. V. R. Rao, Additional Secretary, Ministry o f Community Development and 
Cooperation. Presentation made at the Seminar on Adult Education in India held under 
the auspices o f World Confederation of Organisations o f the Teaching Profession.
New Delhi, August 2, 1961.

/COMMUNITY Development, basically, essentially a movement to train the villager in 
embodies the effort of the nation to build a democratic way of life, to help him better 
up a new way of life and a new pattern himself and to enable the community of which 

of society in which there will be a fuller and he is a member to lead a better life, 
richer life for all. The programme was started
in India in 1952, when a number of pilot The Extension staff is the field agency for 
Community Development projects were estab- the CD movement. In each local area of 
bhshed. In its nine years of existence, it has development, known as a Block, there is a 
undergone various changes, but for our present team of officials consisting of a number of 
purposes it does not appear necessary to trace technical persons headed by the Block Deve- 
the history of those changes. lopment Officer. The main job of the team is

Shri V.T. Krishnamachari, the then Deputy ^tension education, as it is the essence of 
Chairman of the Planning Commission, who CD that imt.a ive= for development must come 
has been associated with the CD movement om peop e themselves, 
from its very inception, has described the CD
movement as a “human movement that will Satisfying New Desires 
instil in the people a will for better living, will .
create in them a passionate desire for improv- Education by itseit is, however, inadequate 
ing their standard of living through their own and may even result in frustration—when 
efforts and in full cooperation with their PeoP'® hm] that attei they have been jogged 
neighbours.” out of their stagnant way of life and shown

new horizons, the means to reach are not 
Material Improvement Secondary available. Therefore, the extension team is

The Prime Minister has been repeatedly responsible for arousing and stimulating initia- 
emphasising that the importance of the pro- (ive ' n the community, for educating them, 
gramme does not lie so much in the material for organising them for community action, 
improvement it may bring about, as in its anc  ̂ f°r act*ng as a liaison between higher 
attempt to build up the community and the rungs of Government machinery and the 
individual and make them ' the builders of community to enable the flow of material and 
their own villages and their own life. technical know-how, which is essential in order

T, " ’ to achieve development,
m e u u  programme forms an integral part

of our country’s Five Year Plans. It is broad- How does this react on adult education ■> 
ly responsible for the rural sector of develop- In the first Plan, the programme of Social 
ment. m e l Ians have as their objectives Education, which may be treated as synony- 
econ mic development, social justice and mous with adult education, was described as 

democratic growth of the community.” A a comprehensive programme of community 
balance has to be struck between these objec- uplift through community action. The 
j l J ,  and also , between the rural sector of programme comprised not only literacy, but 

development and the demands of the country’s also education for a better life, training in 
P ans as a whole. While this has led to citizenship, development of communitN organi- 
sticsses am strains in the actual working of sations and guidance in improving economic 
the CD programme from time to time, CD is efficiency.
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Adult Education Began as Literacy CD is Adult Education in Action
Though, historically, adult education in It will thus be apparent that the CD 

this country began as adult literacy it programme is adult education in action. It 
seems now generally recognised that adult is possible to distinguish certain fields of 
education must have wider scope. As early adult education like adult literacy, village 
as 1940, the Central Advisory Board of libraries, etc. But where, as in this country, 
Education recommended that “ literacy is a there is a comprehensive programme of commu- 
movement of further education and must not nity development which is expected to cover 
be considered as an end in itself.” Also the the whole country shortly, it is redundant, and 
Committee appointed by the First Indian Adult may even cause confusion, to distinguish one 
Education Conference observed “ the trade of from the other. The existence of two indivi- 
the individual should be used as much as dual members in the Extension Team designat- 
possible as the basis for literacy work, so that ed as Social Education Officer and Lady Social 
literacy may be a natural expression of an in- Education Officer has sometimes tended to 
born need and not merely an artificial growth blur the fact that the team as a whole is an 
grafted on the exterior of human mind, where adult education team. CD embraces adult 
it is more likely that it will act as an irri- education in its widest sense, 
tant than as a stimulant to further knowledge.” Contributions of CD

In 1948, the Committee set up by the . . . .
Central Advisory Board of Education was of t Wliat ‘he contributions in practical 
the view that “ adult education should consist ter™ made by <he CD programme in this 
not merely of literacy, library and reading country to adult education .
rooms, but include social education in the This can considered conveniently under 
fullest sense —education for citizenship, health, three broad heads—literacy, other skills, and 
agriculture, crafts, etc.” education for democracy and for living as a

better member of the community in the 
Broader Concept Internationally Accepted broadest sense.

This concept of adult education appears to During the years 1958-59, 59-60 and 60-61, 
be consistent with the usage of the term in the jn )he Blocks, the number of adults made 
international field. The Adult Literacy Com- literate is 9.5 lakhs, 11.4 lakhs and 9.3 lakhs 
mittee set out by WCOTP in its discussions at respectively. I have not been able to get the 
Washington in 1959 laid down that an corresponding figures for the rest of the 
“adequate programme for adult education country, but these figures may be compared 
must include : with the number of adults made literate

(1) programmes concerned with helping throughout the country in earlier years, i.e. 
adults to acquire fundamental learn- 1949-50 to 1956-57. During this period, on an 
jng average every year about 5.5 lakhs of people

were made literate throughout the country.
(2i programmes to aid adults in acquiring „  . . .  „ , , „

vocational, technical or professional , Regarding imparting ot!]5r skills to 
competence, and adults, exact data are rather difficult to collect.

Apart from assisting in departmental training
(3) programmes concerned with human or programmes, every time an extension worker 

personal development of the indivi- meets a villager and does extension work, he 
dual.' is carrying on a programme of adult educa-

Committed as we are in this country to a t,on’ 
democratic way of life, the programme must A recent study made by the Delhi School 
also include facilities for acquisition of know- of Social Work regarding the Village Level 
ledge and qualities which will enable the Worker indicates that a V.L^W. spends 55% of 
individual to undeitake his obligations as a his time in direct extension work—in demons- 
democratic citizen and to increase his effi- trations, in individual contacts and in attend- 
ciency lot complete living as a member of the ing village meetings and conferences. Besides, 
society- during the last 3 years, a regular programme
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of training of Giam Sahayaks has been in Pre-education Motivation
operation. Under this programme 37 lakhs of -r, * ,  . . , u .
persons have been trained The cost of makinS adults the country

literate is estimated at Rs. 300 crores. Apart
Training for Democratic Decentralisation fr°™ the,fundJ  involved, such a programme

will involve effective mobilisation of educated 
Since 1959, when democratic decentralisa- manpower in the country and a well-knit

tion began to be accepted policy, the States, organisation. The illiterates have also to be
where it has come into existence, have embark- induced to attend classes. At present an adult
ed on an elaborate scheme of training the education class normally starts with an
non-official members of the local Government enrolment of 40. Barely half of them attend
institutions. Such a programme was carried out classes regularly throughout the course. Only
in the States of Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh a quarter are said to qualify. Enrolment of
and Madras and it is now in progress in the girls is difficult even in primary schools. This
Punjab. Similar programmes are in operation difficulty will increase with adults. Before a
in some other States also. comprehensive programme can be embarked

u/j.nir, •, , , upon, the villagers must be educated into the
Of ^  r n l 0i r , ^ meanS,at tie  dlsP°sal advantages of education! ot the CD agency, the workers have done a . ,
substantial amount of work. But it would be As stated earlrer, the enrolment by 1963- 
wrong to think we have approached anywhere 66 m schools in the aSe Sr0UP 6~ 11 is est,‘
near a solution of the problem The training mated at 5'04 crores ; the corresponding
of Gram Sahayaks is only of 3"days’ duration estimate for the age group 11—14 is 1 crore
—sometimes less. The amount of knowledge only< ° ver 4 crores of boys vviU not be
that can be conveyed effectively is limited educated beyond the age of 11. Practically
There are no follow-up data regarding adults a11 of them wiil be in rural areas> Facillties
made literate in the adult literacy classes. I for reading and further private study in rural
have a strong suspicion that a substantial areas are almost non-existent,
number of them lapse into illiteracy. Maintaining Childhood Skills

. -r , These boys from rural areas who leave
b schools at the age of 11 are likely to relapse
I suggest that the programme of adult int0 ^literacy unless facilities for reading are 

education requires to be examined against 1Ilade available. Except for certain limited 
the background of the magnitude of the" task areas in the country, there is no well- 
resources available and objectives. At present' organised system of libraries and reading 
the illiterate population in the country above rooms in the rural areas. Because
the age of 12 is estimated at 23 crores. °f this dearth, it has to be seriously consider-
Further, the adult illiterate population over ed whether the country is getting adequate 
the age of 12 is estimated to increase by 20 return for the money it is spending on primary 
lakhs every year ; out of this, the programme education.
of adult literacy covers just about one-half. It is clear that the programme as carri- 
At tins rate the number of adult illiterates ed out at present is inadequate ; besides, the 
t 'i ' j3p|Uall,y SO on increasing during the absence of “ maintenance” arrangements 
lh i rd lla n !  causes substantial losses. It resembles an

,. attempt to dam the Ganges by sitting on its
According to the forecast in the Third banks and pouring grains ol sand into the 

rive Year llan , during 1960-61, 3.3 crores in mighty stream. No country that wishes to 
the age group 6-11 are expected to join develop can afford to have a large reservoir 
schools, constituting 60% of the population of uneducated people. In our country, the 
of that age. The target for 1965-66 is 5.04 situation is urgent, as Government’s functions 
crores, 80% of the population. Of those who and powers are being decentralised in favour 
join school in the age group 6-11, a substan- of units at lower levels up to the village. The 
tial number drop off at intermediate stages, villager must be taught as early as possible to 
These also go to swell the ranks of adult exercise such powers for th betterment of 
illiterates. himself, the community and the nation.
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Rural Libraries Prevent Relapse particularly on those items which will appeal
It appears to me that the first charge .t0 the individual adult both from the

on any funds provided in the Plan for expand- ^m ediate economic and social angle ; i.e in
ing education should be on building up a net- ^ £ “ 1 ^  
work of rural libraries throughout the coun- as a utlzen- and -° harness. to *he ta?k’
try. There should be a librar? in every Pan- mo.dte,r n ??eans of communication-die rad.o
chayat and there should be a system by which an t,ie 11 ms"
these libraries can be replenished regularly A radio in every village, a travelling 
with new books. projector with periodic film shows heavily

It is only bv providing suitable reading loaded with educational material and a proper 
material in the villages that both the school supporting programme can be effective The
children who leave school finally at or before total cost ol sttch a scheme, according to one 
the age of 1! or the adults made literate can estimate, is about Rs. 18 crorcs over the 
be persuaded to maintain interest ; otherwise, Third ive Year Plan.
the money spent on their education (primary Such mechanisation has its dangers. 
or adult) is wasted. On a rough estimate, an There is the danger of regimentation and of 
expenditure of the order ol Rs. 5 crores for misuse of the machinery created, for purposes 
the Third Plan period should enable the Gf propaganda by any group that may gain 
establishment of a minimum rural library control. But these difficulties are capable of 
service, which could be improved as more being overcome by suitable arrangements, 
funds become available.

It should be possible to constitute a small 
Educating the Adult Uneducated strong Board independent of Government

Second comes the task of educating the which should be solely responsible for organis- 
adult uneducated. For effectively tackling ing the contents of the programme that can be 
the problem, there seem to be the following put through this apparatus, whether it be 
alternatives : radio or films. Even the supply of books

. . , , , to village libraries should be handled by this(i) An organised programme based on a °
substantial allocation of funds of the
order of 200—300 crores ; With the constitution of such an inde-

(ii) A massive effort to induce educated pendent non-political body ol educationists, 
persons throughout the country public men and administiators, it should be 
voluntarily to share the burden of possible to make a serious eflort towards 
educating their illiterate fellow citi- solving the problem of adult illiteracy within 
zens> the period of the Third Plan.

Compulsory Education for Adults Creating Thirst for Education
Both these alternatives may involve a Incidently, a programme of this nature 

programme of compulsory education for adult will create in the illiterate villages a thirst to 
illiterates, because while means may be learn. The initiative for adult education, and 
provided, the individual may not be willing indeed education at all levels, will get a 
to learn. Also, the educated in the country further impetus. A demand for education 
are not, as things stand at present, likely to will arise from the adult illiterates themselves 
respond voluntarily to make the effort. and the difficulties now encountered in rural 
Compulsion may be necessary here too. It is areas in securing students for adult literacy 
problematic whether such a programme in- classes and in ensuring their continuous 
volving an element of compulsion will find attendance will decrease, 
acceptance. , . , ... ,

Local institutions like Panchayats will be 
Wider Aspects of Adult Education forced to organise adult literacy classes. A

There remains the third alternative, substantial portion of the cost will become 
which is to concentrate not on adult literacy, available from local resources. The initiative 
but on the wider aspects of adult education, will then arise from the masses, and will induce
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k  e e^ort 011 then part. Thus the problem and not merely as a literacy pro*
is likely to be solved more effectively than by gramme
means of a programme imposed in a halting
manner Irom above. (d) Having regard to the size and urgency
o, ti of the problem, the programme can
Summing Up be devel0ped only if we use modern

means of communication—radio and 
To Sl,m lIP : films.

(a) Adult education is the base for Com- (e) The contents of the programme must 
nmnity Development. be entrusted to an autonomous body

„ , outside Government,
to) As a part of the programme of adult

education, the country should give (f) Such a programme will generate a 
highest priority to establish a com- thirst for literacy. The people will
piuiensive village library service for demand, and will find means to secure,
cnildien and neoliterates. facilities to acquire literacy. Adult

, , A . j  . literacy will thus be achieved more
(c) Adult education should be developed efficiently and economically than if

around the vocation of the individual imposed from above.
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Case Study

Tension-Torn
Sushila Mehta, Sociolgist

WHEN the Village Level Worker works in 
a strife-torn village, he will find problems 

and careful case study from Sociologist 'n trymg to use Bae methods of approach
Mehta. It illustrates the inter-meshing o f suggested by the training centres. The method
problems at different levels. of individual approach and building cordial

The worker faces a personal dilemma personal relations with village leaders is often
in addition to the village's problem. The sugges e .
village water problem is complicated by Village leaders are responsive to personal
the problem o f the ostracism of one relations and personal friendship. However.it
villager and resulting factionalism. ' is difficult today to find leaders acceptable to

The worker here must decide whether ‘h e* hole villaSf and a11 h,s casftes ^ d  groups.
to risk his own life to help the village. He Building intimate personal rela ions with wat-
does throw his own life onto the scales, "ng faction leaders is no simple matter ! Yet
and his sacrifice is the ultimately deciding th, f e can render valuable service ,n
factor in working out the two other pro- ! lllaSe development if they can be influenced.
f l ems Let me illustrate.

However, here again, we see the inter- , Ambapati Village in Orissa State has only
play at two levels. The uneducated about (50 people. Yet the village has several
villagers will never know that he has offer- faste S ^ p s  and two warring factions The
ed himself as a human sacrifice in their teader of one group was hated by all others
cause. What to him is a'sacrifice is to They described lum as a inise,r,ai corrupt and

r  i J . u „ angry old man. Except for his old tenants,them hospitality so fine as perhaps to be a p . , , • , , .. l s j t o  nobody went to his house nor would even
accept water from his pot.

Notice the worker’s use of the techni- IT , wr
que, listening. Notice also his use of , However when the Social Education Wor-
timing and tension release. The breaks kfir organised a meeting, he invited the hated
intension came first by his concession in 0 ^ man> Gopalbhai, also to atten .
visiting Gopalbhai and accepting his hospi- For some time past, the village people had
tality. Gopalbhai then makes the conces- been conscious of the need fot pure drinking
sion that releases village tension. Notice water. The village had no well. There was
that it is in the surge o f goodwill following an irrigation tank (kata), but the tank water
release o f tensions that succeeding conces- was not safe to drink. It often got polluted
sions are made and harmonious relation- during the rainy season and the villagers suf-
ships established. Notice that the fered from dysentry and other diseases.
worker's reactions to Gopalbhai s abuse The Social Education Organiser called a
are trained reactions. He reacts with meeting to consider the problem and invited
a schooled patience, listening, and under- the hated old man, Gopalbhai. All the leaders
standing. came, except Gopalbhai.

7mined use oj tension increase and The villagers decided to dig a well and
release are stock tools of the Social applied to the Block authorities for financial
Education W orker. When he uses them help.
to overcome a social malfunctioning in Selecting the site for the well was the big-
t a  ullage, we might call him a gest problem. They wanted some of Gopal-
Sociotherapist. bhai’s land. After the meeting, the worker

. -  , --------_ — ._____ _____ ___  went to the old leader’s house.
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From a distance, Slid Gopalbhai saw the bricks, chips, and sand. They even started 
worker coming and understood his purpose, digging. However, after they reached a certain 
Gopalbhai shouted abusively. He called the level, they struck hard rock and had found 
worker “one of those worthless villagers no water. This site was abandoned The 
coming to him for pleading for those hopeless Committee selected another site. Again they 
fellows.” found the same trouble. Five times, at different

Quietly, the worker listened while the old locations, the attempt was made but no water 
man let off steam. was found.

When the old man had exhausted himself, On Gopalbhai’s land, lying below the area 
the worker explained politely that he did not the irrigation tank, the villagers knew that 
belong to the other groups. He worked for the percolated water could be found. But who 
whole village. He felt as friendly with Gopal- would face the angry old man ? 
bhai as with others. The villagers approached the BDO and

Seeing his politeness, the old man quieted Tahsildar to persuade Gopalbhai. The BDO 
a little. He asked the worker to sit down, and Tahsildar along with the SEO came to the 
The worker inquired about Gopalbhai’s health, village. A meeting was held. But Gopalbhai 
This little gesture touched Gopalbhai. He did not attend. Finally, the officers went to 
relaxed, and even offered the worker a glass of Gopalbhai’s house. Gopalbhai was not 
“ Sharbat” (sweet drink). impressed by the presence of the BDO or even

For the worker, this presented a dilemma, f1?6 Tahsildar the first Magistrate ! He used 
He knew that Gopalbhai suffered from a con- 11S own ru° e manners-
tagious disease. To take sharbat at his hand The officers were so irritated that when 
meant endangering his own life for the sake of Gopalbhai offered them sharbat, they all 
a questionable relationship. refused and left his house. The Tahsildar even

Yet not to take sharbat would mean turn- !{‘ret̂ l5nec* *° hne Gopalbhai for not repairing 
ing away the preferred hand of friendship. The . . e . e.ia§har , the village rest house, which 
worker knew that village people are very sensi- 11 w?s 1 t0 rePair- But all these efforts 
tive even to small gestures. Refusing the Pr°duced n0 result.
sharbat w'ould mean forfeiting for all time any The Social Education Worker remembered 
relations with Gopalbhai. how happy Gopalbhai had felt when he asked

For the sake of the village, the worker a'30Ut his health. Why not build up a per-
made his decision. Chanting the name of Lord ^ al relationship first ?- h e  thought. After 
Shiva to protect his life, he accepted the a few days, the SEO returned to Ambapati and
sharbat and drank it off. went straight to Gopalbhai. Gopalbhai was

„  . , , „  „ „ J • already repenting his behaviour with the offi-
Gopalbhai was pleased. He talked in a cers. He was pleasantly surprised to see the

friendly tone. While talking about village SEO coming again after the insults he had
development woik, the Social Education poured on the officers last time.
Worker asked Gopalbhai to donate some of T I. .. ^  . . . .  , . , „
his land for a well Th,s time’ Gopalbhai made a special effort

' not to be rude. He was extra hospitable. He
Lan(J ft>r those village rascals . shouted asked the worker to stay for dinner! Not

Gopalbhai...‘Never, never! I will never again, the worker thought. I will not endan-
donate a finger-span of my land for those ger my own health for the friendship of this
scoundrels. sick old raao=

The worker understood that Gopalbhai’s “Oh ! You know, out of religious motives, 
prejudice was deep-seated, and not to be over- I don’t take dinner except when it is cooked by
come in a short while. He turned to other my own man !” 3
topics and said no more about the land. " . . . .

lt , . Your own man, yes, yes ! You can have
The other villagers, however, were anxious your own man to cook here instead of cooking

to sink a well as soon as possible, as the rainy at the Rest House. I have asked my servants to
season was near. A Working Committee was cut a fowl and it is mv earnest request that we
formed and selected another site for the well, dine together tonight.” The SEO could not
They procured all building material such as refUse. But what would the village people
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say ? They might gossip that the SEO had the word of the SEO, he said, he was ready 
been bribed by Gopalbhai by offering him fine to give whatever land was required, 
dinners. Anyhow, it was not possible to run Promptly the next day, the SEO called a 
away from Gopalbhai’s over-obliging hos- meeting. A ‘puja’ (worship) was performed, 
pitality. “ Prasad” was distributed. The site for the

After a sumptuous dinner, the worker was on Gopalbhai s land. He
relaxed on a cot. Gopalbhai, pleased with his j?rs.t sjai te^ digging with a spade and others 
own hospitality, lay down opposite him. He followed.
puffed on his old pipe. He opened out his Working together, the psychological 
heart, and frankly admitted his antagonism barriers gradually disappeared. Later, the 
for the villagers. Once he had been their people unanimously elected Gopalbhai as their
leader and done so much for them. Now he Chairman. Gopalbhai was now ready to
was socially ostracized ! donate any amount of land for the village

The worker casually asked why. development wotk.
“ Oh! I will tell you why. But, this is a

secret! I trust you "and therefore, I will tell Some Principles for Social Education Work 
you the whole story.” 1, Village people are very sensitive to per-

The old leader took the worker into confi- sonal relations, which can be built up
dence and told him all about his personal life only gradually.
and the aossip village people had spread about 2. Inquiries after health or family gives
him. Gopalbhai’s wife had died long ago. He, personal intimacy which is valued in
therefore, had kept a ‘milk-maid’ (Gaudmi) personal relations.
to manage his household. He liked her and 3. Small gestures and postures or remarks
she became a sort of concubine. The people can make or mar the development of
had spread gossip about Gopalbhai’s affairs personal relations.
with the woman. In the village, if a man loses 4. Acceptance of hospitality is a gesture of
morality, he loses all his social status and friendliness which cannot be ignored in
social contacts. People never invited him to village relationships.
their houses. The villagers had boycotted 5. For building up personal friendships, are
Gopalbhai to such an extent that none would we justified in putting the health of the
take water from his p o t! worker in danger ? This is a question

Gopalbhai was hurt and distressed. When on. " bicbf °Pinions raay differ. *>ut
his old mother died, Gopalbhai had expected onIythesttuationcangu.de the worker
the villagers at least to sympathise with him to decide according to his own mter-
on this calamity. But nobody came even to , pie a ion. .
the funeral ceremonies of his mother. On the ^ j e WOÎ ei is also as human as the
twelfth day, in order to ally the spirit of the villagers. We cannot expect him to
dead mother, Gopalbhai had invited the whole behave like a Mahatma ( amt) or to
village for dinner. But, none came! Copal- sacnflce hls Jlfe tor the village commu-
bhai felt this insult deeplv. £llY ,7. To develop among workers an objective

This opened the worker s eyes. Now he attitude towards social problems and a
understood the whole problem. He felt professional approach towards warring
sympathetic to Gopalbhai and became really village group leaders is the most difficult
friendly with him. Gradually he pleaded with and most important task of the training
Gopalbhai to see the difficulties of the centres.
villagers. He was the only man who could 8> Building up a professional attitude
really help (hem. This was a god-sent opportu- towards village leaders cannot be
nity for him to oblige the people despite their achieved by lectures. Various methods
ingratitude. They would never be able to will have to be tried. Discussions and
(o!gd i ns obligation as they had been dis- analysis of actual cases, and practice in
appointed five times in digging a well. vil]age work> are two important methods

The heart to heart appeal worked like a in helping the worker build up such an
miracle. The old man's heart melted. For attitude.
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University Responsibility and Opportunity
f in Adult Education

D- C■ Williams, Canada. Condensed from Address at UNESCO International Conference 
on the University and Adult Education, September, I960.

OUR common concern is cleariy and simply University people, regardless of depart- 
set out in the central question of this mental affiliation, pursue the same two objec- 

. conference : “ What is special about tives—the preservation and transmission of the
university responsibility in adult education”? cultural inheritance of the past and the

advancement of knowledge through research 
By our very presence we are committed to and arduous speculation.-'  It has often been 

the proposition that an exchange of views is said that universities have added adult educa- 
intrinsically valuable. This familiar form of tion as a third objective. However, to make 
adult education, the conference, is a device we adult education a third category is, by 
deliberately employ to, as it were, lift our- implication, to make it somehow''“different,” 
selves by our own straps. uot only in methods but also in terms of

Jp=ci“. r v w t a k /rt fî A ds L i “ e l;oo“ th': by •■* «?**"**-

achieve a substantial measure of agreement
in defining the universities’ role in this area. We differ quite obviously in terms of the 
I propose to mention some of the things community w:e serve, 
which I think are either unique to the ,, . . . .
university, or if not unique, at least things , . ereas ih.c university in its traditional 
which the university seems ’to be able to do ? rimarily concerned with the education
either better or more easily than other institu- ° ‘ • yo}'ngs we are concerned with the edu- 
tions engaged in adult education. cation of the mature adult who has already

. ‘ taken his place in the community, whether in
ine points 1 shall make are intended to be business, in industry, on the farm or in the 

provocative rather than definitive—to be, as home.
it were, the springboard from which discussion ,.~
will be launched. It has frequently been said ,e unier also in that the bulk of our
that adult education is the last frontier in PeoP!e are part-time rather than full-time stu- 
education. If we grant this assumption what deDJ?* The wor!< they do with us, whether for 
implications has it for the university ? ’ credit towards a university degree, or to

improve their professional or occupational 
I suggest first that within the university position> or t0 help them understand and 

community, the Department of Extension or C°^e Wlth our increasingly complex society,
Extra-mural Studies is very often the only ° r for the sheer love of Earning, is usually
department on the campus where experimental do"e <n addition to a daily task. It must 
tion in new methods and new techniques of ° ow .th a t these adults have motives which 
teaching is readily possible. We are the crow- are quite different from those of the average 
ing point of the university in these matters or undergraduate, and it should be our responsi- 
can be. I suggest further that this opportu b,llty t0 adapt our Caching to these needs.

s  s t  « , *  2 3

*re ,h e  — “ ,hose i f .  ' w i fwc are not tne onlj means whereby the
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university projects itself into the community modified is, I suggest, a genuinely creative 
it serves, we are for thousands of adults, the role. No one else on the campus is expected 
only true continuing contact they have with regularly and as part of his daily task to be 
the university. sensitive to both the internal campus interests

and the external public and social needs. The 
The Role of Extension in the Community bringing together of these into new and often

The many demands made on extension hitherto unknown and untried combinations 
departments by the community at large, is, then, another of those factois unique to the 
coupled with growing enrolments in exten- university in adult education, 
sion courses, are eloquent testimony that the this same connection the extension
community is fully aware that it has much to department can make available to the staff 
gain from the university and is eager to do so. member opportunities and outlets not available 
Much of this demand is for the study of *° him in the course of his normal teaching 
those disciplines which, by and large; are only duties, 
available at the university or which,
at the very least, are easily and effectively The University and Social Organization 
taught by university professors. . Anyone working in university adu It educa-

T, ... , , ... c ,, ,. . „ tton cannot fail to be impressed with the some-
The public demand is for those disciplines t ; reluctant but nevertheless high degree of 

that are identified with the university in the - accorded the university by the com-
public mind. When asm  this case public P j* at j and by its leaders in parti-
demand coincides with the university s image y Because the university stands for dis-
of itself, the role of the extension department jnterested objectivit and Relative freedom
is simply that of seeing that such courses are frequently trusted by social

y P »ho do noi particularly trust each
efhciently administered. other. In such circumstances it becomes the

There are, however, two other kinds of onjy meeting ground on which deeply 
demands which are not as easily dealt with, divergent points of view can be brought 
One is in effect a demand that the university together.
lend its prestige to courses pre-designed to "in the same way, although to a less drama- 
serve special interests in which neither the tic degree, the university can often easily 
university nor the extension department has bring together groups which might come 
any effective control of the curriculum. It is together otherwise only with great difficulty, 
here that the extension department has an if at all. Such meetings can take the form of 
obligation to protect the institution by refusing conferences, panels or seminars dealing with 
such requests. problems of common concern, or they can

In the second case the demand is for edu- equally well serve the purposes of planning
cation that falls, as it were, midway between and social organization striving to bring about
these two extremes. The process whereby the creation of new and permanent social 
such requests are investigated, discussed and agencies.

COMMENTARY ON ADDRESS BY CARL WILLIAMS
Comments by F. W. Jessup mind about the value of having an open

. . mind—you must start from certain beliefs.

THE university s special contribution to (fhere is some ambiguity, which there is not 
adult education springs from the fact that time now to try to clear up, between the
a university is a special kind of institu- university qua institution, and the university

fi°D’ teacher.)
Let us look at Hamburg University g three Because a university is known to strive 

principles after disinterested objectivity—to be detached
1. Truth : That is, to seek truth,  not to but not isolated—it acquires a certain respect 

t e a c h  the truth. Of course, the university can- and reputation, with the public and with
not be neutral; you cannot have an open government. So it is peculiarly fitted to deal
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with adult education in fields which involve life. University extension is equally engaged
contioversy. am\ concerned with a broad range of human

2. Teaching : A University should teach thought and activity. 
extra-murally only those kinds of subjects that „ t
can be taueht intra-murally ; i.e. subjects r,thP’ ^ e,s^lP Education. In this, as in
which permit the deduction and enunciation T  subjects, the university aault education
of general ideas, of principles; not those which lonom v . J\S ref urces Wlth
involve the application of set rules. To teach u-' be uPPer '^\els of community
bridge is, therefore, not a university function S5 'P are’ ° r should be’ oufr major .con‘
The university also has a responsibility for nther tha maDy tcasf s,t w.e •prefer t0 initiate
maintaining standards in adult education. ,atlier than perpetuate training programmes.
Over-simplification is a danger in adult educa- In the array of social agencies, we 
tion ; universities must combat it. consider [public school adult evening pro-

S S .  ~  ^thesis as its end. Training of teachers, includ- fn ^dult educ^m , ^  mUCh needed research 
ing adult education tutors, seems to me, o d  the ‘ at
other hand, a proper part of a university’s b. Social sciences and the community. If 
responsibility. the social sciences are to be of value to univer-
Comments by John Friesen, Canada *° fu-“u ° n workshoPsI 01 social laboratories in which group expen-

should like to focus on three aspects which, ence can be observed, studied, and evaluated, 
in my opinion, make the university a particularly as it applies to adult education, 
unique institution for adult education. The Another field is the problem of establishing 

first should apply to all universities ; in the the “good community” out of the impersonal 
other two, I have made some special reference lonely urban crowd—an urgent, if very com-
to the University of British Columbia. plex, challenge for adult education in contem-

J. The university is society’s critical agent P°[ary ; S0C‘j ly' ^  third example from our 
to conserve knowledge and to study, motivate, " B'™rafty> 1 * OU‘d SUggest’ 15 the d^veloP" 
and facilitate change. Its concern is with the * of a rapidly growing international corn- 
record of the past and the discovery of the students (some 1200 at the UBC)
new. It dwells and thrives in a climate that 3nd faculty members on campus, 
assuie^ objectivity of teaching, discussion, 3. As a state institution, our extension 
and research. programme reaches out to the province as a

In creating and maintaining this climate, rc<Juires itinerant or regional staff,
university adult education is not concerned and subsidies for such programmes as volun- 
with “ what will people say if we try this or ary .ieadershlP or the liberal arts. One of ex- 
that course or activity,” but rather with seek- • s!?n S m0St rewarding services lies in assist­
ing an answer to questions that have signifi- ju8 (he COn’mUndyto utjlize the resources of
cancefor society. We daily face controversy the university intelligently.
that calls for policy decisions : e.g., do private Comments by Ronald C. Bauer, Puerto Rico

& Z & & tS S g g jS 3 2  I ViT question :
sity ; do administrative and teaching staff i u*-tbat 1S *pecial aboiU. lin,-v>-rsity responsi- 
enjoy full academic freedom ; in presenting ar 'r>y Tand 0PPortumty in an emerging
university surveys and reports, does discretion 1 am convinced that the traditional
get in the way of “ truth” ? patterns of higher education may be far re-

J moved Irom the needs, resources, and cultures
2. As an institution richly endowed with of these areas, 

educational resources, the ‘ comprehensive” It is quite possible that we need a far broa- 
university embraces virtually every aspect of der concept of the university to meet the
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unusual demands in terms of leadership, tive truth. It has a limited responsibility to 
scholarship and service required where educa- society, responding to external demands only
tional levels are so low, professional personnel in the light of its accepted and established
so limited and resources so scarce. objectives. (In its adult education depaitments.

for instance, it would offer courses only in 
Mr. Williams has stated that the goals of those areas wkich were also a part of its

university adult education are the same as re„uiar prosramme.)

for example, «be mature adult rafter than the
young person, the part-time rather than the m <iyuciuvi« ^  c tu„ „ n:_
full-trme student. However, I must seriously developing culture. . " thisSaDDroach
question whether this concept is acceptable for versity fof the un^ erhsity ^  vvork
the present, and particulaily for the fu , closely involved and functional relation-
when university education may be in a con- outp with it. Rather than being selective 
tinuum from late adolescence to early senes- ship^ ^  deman(js of societyfc it shouid
cence. This is true in technologically high y university must seek out needs in the
developed countries. It is apt to be even more must become a “ leader in the
true of countries which are going through an 0f society.”
abrupt technological revolution. Integra! auvau , .

Every adult educator, whether he is work- 
Mr. Williams stated that the public demand ing in an underdeveloped area or in a more 

is for the disciplines that are identified with established society, finds it necessary at all 
the university in the public mind. Actually in tjmes tQ reSp0nd to both kinds of pressure— 
a developing country, the public demand may from tjje internal mode of the university and
not exist on the adult level, and leadership on from ^  outside world. The acute critical
the part of the university may be necessary to socjal problems of the underdeveloped areas 
create simple recognition of needs. intensify and dramatize the problem of choice.

The major purpose of my remarks is to it is easier to stand for a pure adherence to 
emphasize that we need a new concept of academic standards in a settled society where 
university education in the developing areas the educational needs of the population are 
in which the role of the university may be not so all-encompassing and widespread, and 
broadened and deepened in terms of goals, where there are many other educational 
means, and clientele, and in which there will agencies also in existence. In the developing 
be no gap between general university education areas, in the midst of a desperate struggle for 
and adult education. With such a concept, survival, the university may stand as the sole
university education would be strengthened responsible educational institution ; the needs
and integrated to serve the total society. it does not meet may not be met at all.
Interpretive Summary of Open Discussion The ultimate thrust of the deliberations was

IN discussions following formal presentations, toward finding a view of the role of the univer- 
two"general approaches seemed to underlie sity which might be valid everywhere. In the 
the a'rauments made. The argument seems words of Mr. Williams : 

to turn on the degree of responsiveness to „ Wp „pem to have aereed that there is

university, with fts internal mode evolved from prm cjpte.as a basis of a diversity com- 
tradition, its well-established order of priori- “ UD1 have these, we e g  go
ties, and its time-honoured purposes. At the about adapting these principle^ £! g
other pole is the external society with its circumstances. ... There is alway *
chancing needs and accelerating pressures. sity to choose. The princip mat wi

" . , , . . .  , / ,  , guide that choice are what concern us
The archetype of the institution-oriented I,ere »

approach sees the university as detached
(although not isolated) from society; it is the — From material supplied by UNESCO
disinterested protector and developer of objec- Educational Clearing House.
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I THE QUICKEST AND THE SUREST I
/  • If you are hunting for'the quickest and the surest way of Block 1
1 development, use “Megh” Slated Roll-up Black Boards, which have t
1 n & M m a  been ^mous at home and abroad for their Quality, Utility, Portability, *}
« I anywhere hangability, writability with chalk, erasability with duster /

aD^ ' rea<̂ a^^*^ r̂om an^ -  of vision due to their Scientific ^

2 y T n e y  have been used in the field of education for the last 35 years 1
and have been recommended for use at educational Centres by the *•

H aUt^0r*t*CS concerned* |

/  KvipmS^U r, /h e y  can serve the Block Development Centres as Teaching /
1 B°ards, information Boards, News Boards, Report Boards, {,
£ ^ A n n o u n c e m e n t  Boards, etc., and bring about an all round development.

^ For particulars and testimonials, please contact :— _ 1

l  Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. 7
J Post Box No. 24, k

|   ̂ BARAMATI (Poona) India. |

Comment on Director s Report proposed to create an antonomous body to
My dear Dutta, look after the more academic and day-to-day

T . , matters relating to the Rural Institutes.
I have read Director Saksenas report with c . • .. . ,  , , , ,  .

the care it deserves. It is a masterly document „ A r ' i>hrima.h said that whlle the Institutes 
which covers almost all the facts of our Z  a youiJg was necessaiT t0 Provide 
discussions in the group and at the plenary fn ' r an.ce for them Wlth>n the Ministry, but
sessions. My only complaint (I use this word £  i ong run 11 was not a vefy haPPy thm8
is the absence of a better word to convev mv Government Department to control the
feelings) is that he has not mentioned ‘Adult f ’tau.s ot the Institutes. He therefore thought 
Schools’. In more than one group, delegates A*t f!°-,revismg the. constitution of the National 
did mention that adult schools would required to be done, the possi-
belp in the promotion of adult literacy and ° ' ty!shou,d be considered of giving it greater
will make a significant contribution towards :nr> or^  s? j bat d m>§ht function as an
the development of adult education in the ndePendent body.
country. If I remember correctly, Dr. Kempfer It was the accepted policy of the Govern- 
also made some such suggestion. ment, said the Minister, that Institutions of

A ftelpontp k‘f?her learning should not be under the direct 
* control of the Government. This policy had 

Autonomous Board for Rural Institutes been followed consistently. It was therefore

Nationaf'eounc' 1 ^  ° f t ̂  J ?  oPfhe n M i ° r I  ciUCat.(?n examinations at Rural Institutes, to frame
Union Mini«tpr^fepH2, ^ r‘ V rib lin? ai '’ syllabli and curricula and to provide overall mon Minister ol Education, stated that he supervision and guidance to these bodies.
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Social Education Day Sfud} Paud 0,1 SociaI Educalion
The Panel for Social Education appointed 

in Delhi by the Committee on Plan Projects of the
Planning Commission, held its meeting on

.. , the 27th November, at Yojana Bhavan,All India Social Education Day was celc- w n  (I;
brated on the 1st December, 1961, at Delhi
Public Library. Shri P.N. Kirpal, Secretary, Shri B.N. Jha, Leader of the Education 
Ministry of Education, presided. In his speech Team, presided. He explained the reasons for 
Mr. Kirpal said that India’s contributions to the appointment of the Panel and the tasks 
education as such are in the shape of Basic which it is expected to perform. After the 
Education and Social Education. He empha- remarks of Shri Jha there was a general
sized that the teacher should be the centre of discussion on the problems of study and its
educational programmes. He also urged the objectives.
need for the creation of suitable reading j n ^  p0St.iunch session, the Panel 
material for new literates and readers of fmalised the objectives of the study. The 
limited reading abilities. Panel’s task was greatly facilitated by the

Earlier Shri B.D. Bhatt, Director of Educa- draft prepared by the Secretariat of the 
tion, Delhi, welcomed the chief guest and Shri Education Team.
Neki Rani Gupta, Assistant Director, read the The panej agreed to divide itself into three 
report ot Social Education work carried on in groups to study the programme of Social
Delhi territory in the past year. Education, in various parts of the country.

Mr. Engberg, Principal of a folk School in Three separate groups were set up to study
Denmark, also spoke. the programmes in coal and mica mines,

_. ,. ' . ■ , c „ . , Libraries, and the media of Mass Communica-
1 he audience, mainly comprised of Socia t ;ons including radio farm forum, educational 

Education Workers, was later entertained with 5roa^cast et(f  
educational and cultural items. ____

Donations for Tagore Hall
Commonwealth Education Conference The Governor of Bihar, Dr. Zakir Husain,

The Second Commonwealth Education has donated Rs. 200/- for Tagore Hall.
Conference will be held in New Delhi on Shrimati Raksha Saran, Chairman, Nation- 
January 11. The Conference will discuss ways al Council of Women’s Education, has sent 
to increase cooperation among Commonwealth Rs. 101/- as donation for Tagore Hall, 
countries. It will consider teacher supply and Shrimati Bimia Dutta has donated Rs. 200/- 
trainmg as well as the scholarship scheme for the purpose 
instituted some time ago. F

--------  Other contributions received are :
Bereavements Dr. B.N. Ganguli Rs. 10/-

Shri A.R. Dcshpande, Vice-President and Shri S. Das Gupta ,, 10/-
Treasurer of the Association, lost his wife, Shri S.N. Mozumdar „ 10/-
Shrimati Kusumavati Deshpande, on the 17th _____
November. Shrimati Deshpande was 57. Well-
known in Marathi literature, she presided over Dr. Kloppenbcrg
the Marathi Sahitya Sammelan held in Gwalior p)r. H. Kloppenberg of the West German 
only a month ago. Adult Education Association visited Indian

On the !9th November Shri Salig Ram Adult Education Association on the 16th 
Pathik, General Secretary, All India Mass November. He had discussions with the 
Education Society, lost his mother. members and the staff of the Association on

To these colleagues of ours, we convey Social Education Programmes in India, 
our heartfelt condolences. Shri A.R. Deshpande presided.
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That India’s Great Experiment May Succeed

Social Education and Panchayati Raj
A. P. Dewan

and responsibilities. Bad social habits and 
The author of this article is Collector customs must be eradicated.

Prior 10 his present (ii) Adult literacy with a programme of
appointment he was Joint Development follow-up in the shape of provision of
Commissioner. hbraries for neo-literates and frequent

He writes with the authority of contacts between the persons engaged in
personal experience. the task of social education and such neo-

__________________________     literates.
5. General education cannot be imparted

EDUCATION is the bedrock on which the by mere talks and lectures. Knowledge about 
edifice of democratically decentralised a thing comes only by doing it and unless one 
authority is to rest. Unless the people knows a thing one cannot understand it. For 

are educated and understand the implications imparting understanding and education it 
of the various issues involved, their decisions consequently becomes necessary that the 
can neither reflect their will nor involve persons to whom this understanding and 
them to the desired extent. education is to be imparted must be required

2. Education is more comprehensive than t0 do tbe thinS’ \n the same manner as a 
mere literacy. It is in this wider prospect that person who is to learn swimming must be 
the objective is to be achieved as the basis 1 equired to swim.
for the Panchayati Raj. 6. The villagers must be asked to formu-

3. For lasting results in this direction it late thelr pl,a,ns -and execute them in the 
would be necessary to lay the greatest stress ™ai?DC! they like, it they are to understand the 
on the education of the next generation imitations of their rights and weight of their 
Enrolment in schools must increase°In under- resPons!bihties. The structure which has been 
developed parts of the country, a comprehen- bought in.t0 existence under the scheme of 
sive programme of social education is requir- Panchayati Raj provides the skeleton. It is 
ed to be launched for persuading the parents on!y whcn these institutions, which have been 
to send their children to schools. It has to brou8ht mto existence under the statute, are 
be brought home by demonstration persua- glven sufricient Powers, responsibilities and 
tion and if necessary by use of sanctions made resources that initiative will blossom forth and 
operative by the lowest tier of the Panchayati- zeal and entbusiasm will be generated. The 
Raj Organisation, that sending children to comblI?atlon of power, responsibility and reso- 
schools is not onlv necessary for the well- u.rces ln necessary to generate zeal, entbu- 
being of the individuals but also for the si,asm.and initiative in the same manner as corn-
community and nation as a whole. The pro- bination of flour, ghee, sugar, water and lire
vision of greater facilities in schools would is ne?essary t0 result in the production of a
bring lesults only on a long term basis. pudding.

4. The understanding and the progress of 7- The ultimate ob[ective o1' f oci.al educa- 
the people cannot, however, wait for long As \S t0 genera,te sfuch a,n enthusiasm and 
short term measures we shall have to°imke m‘tlative. It, therefore, becomes necessary 
provisions for — 0 make that the Panchayat also, in the doing ot

/;% r  , , .. _ , things, confers powers, responsibilities and
lai. '  rp,!ln i 'aleduca tbe .PeoPle at resources on village institutions, which have
An0 ,ln ^ ’ / ni their,dut'es ot mtizenship, a specific sphere allotted for their activities. 
v a K h . d l w . 1̂  ° f Whf ‘ ?S §00d aud The Youtb Club’ the Mahila Mandal, the 

nennlXin » h t0 ,be ,mparted and Education Committee and the Cooperative
people must be made to know their rights Society must be given unfettered discretion to
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do things in the way they like. They must (iii) Discard the atmosphere of discord and 
also know that in the village if they do not do group rivalries and to promote emo-
a thing which is within their sphere, it is likely tional unity in the village,
to remain undone and that the responsibility jf  we have oniy these few objective of
for such non-execution will be theirs. social education programme, we shall effecti-

8. This responsibility must be brought vely prevent the whole effect getting diluted, 
home in the meetings of the Gram Sabha, n .  Doing is an essential part of getting 
where the presidents of these village institu- educated. In this, however, lateral support in
tions are required to lay before the general the shape of guidance will have to be afforded,
body as to what had been done, what were Such guidance should not be too obtrusive,
the reasons for the short-falls and what is the Puppet-shows, Katha-Kirtans, Dance, Dramas,
programme for the future. Such a stock-tak- etc., could very effectively afford guidance,
ing by the general body should take place Care must, however, be taken to ensure 
four to six times a year. With time, as the that the whole thing is not so over-loaded 
importance of Gram-Sabha meetings increases, that real pleasure is lost.
more matters will come up before them and . .
individual villagers will start attending the *2. Liquidation of illiteracy is a second 
same in large numbers. The process of edu- short term measure which is to be adopted,
cation and training in methods of democracy The teacher is the agency for this. In this
and citizenship will become automatic and connection it is to be ensured that no feeling
continuous. Setting in motion of such a is generated in him when taking adult educa- 
machinery is necessary to make the process of ,tl0n classes that he is doing something which 
social education self-propelled. is strictly not a part of his duty. There should,

therefore, be no special pay or extra allowance
9. The practice of having drives to achieve given to him for this job. We may increase

results in particular spheres is also very condu- his total emoluments and pay as much as we
cive to the social education of the general can, but the teacher must realise that he is
people. An atmosphere is created and even not only to teach the young but he must also
families which would have abstained from shoulder the responsibility of educating the
performing the desired act, due to general whole village.
tempo, fall in line. When a particular stream . . . . .
of water is flowing spread over a large width, Assumption of this responsibility for
the speed of water is low and the obstacles the general education of the community is
remain intact, but as soon as that very volume extremely important if long term results are
of water is compressed into a smaller width, *9 he achieved. He may be provided mcen-
the speed increases and all obstacles get lives by being required to take up the classes
washed away. Drives for enrolment of children, f°r hve hours instead of six, or by being
for fruit-plantations and the like, not only awarded prizes for good work. He may be
create an atmosphere, but persuade the un- given incentives for whole-village education
willing and the passive also to fall in line, maybe even to a greater extent than prizes are
They thus help to achieve the objectives of the awarded to the good teacher of the primary
social education programmes and are very school children But conditions must be
good means of promoting the same. created in which he realises that running of

literacy classes and working for general social
10 Another important thing in the education of the village is as much a part of

matter of the programme of social education his responsibility as teaching of the primary
is to ensure that we do not take up too many school children.
items at a time. We may have a few items , ,
on which to concentrate in educating the *4. Sufficient library service must be deve- 
peopie to:— loped as a part of the follow-up programme.

A few sets of books could be distributed
(i) Produce more ; amongst different villages and those sets could
(ii) Realise social obligations towards the be exchanged between those villages at speci-

' weaker sections of the society and fied intervals. Demission on topics provided
reduce the social inequalities. (Continued on page 16)
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Experiments in Social Living

Cooperative Living in Israel *
Jitendra C. Chowkai, Machala, Indore, M. P.

For a close study of cooperative farming life is perhaps more comfortable than city life. 
and cooperative living in Israel, the Akhil Bharat In almost all the agricultural settlements there 
Sarva Seva Sangh sponsored a visit to Israel is electricity, water supply, flush latrines, bus 
by a party o f 28 Bhoodan workers, including service, telephone, medical service, etc. Travell- 
myself. We stayed there for five months, from ing cinemas visit villages twice or thrice a 
March 1 to August 1, 1960. week. Everywhere there are recreation centres

I had been intimately associated with the within easy reach. 
working of the Landless Labourers Cooperative During the last 12 years the country has 
Farming Society o f Machala for the previous made tremendous progress. The whole face 
seven years. cf t^e country and life of the people has

undergone a rapid change. This is largely due

ISRAEL is a small country of about 8000 sq. to the unique organizations, far-sighted plan- 
miles which was declared a Jewish State in ning and continuous efforts made by the people. 
May, 1948, when its population was about The state, the people and the Jewish agency, 

six to seven lakhs. During the last twelve form a trinity, all working in close collabora- 
years the population has increased three times tion. The labour organisation ‘Histadrut’ 
because of heavy immigration of Jews from all (federation of labour) has been devoting all 
parts of the world. Of the total population, its energy to building up the nation and
75% is urban and only 25% is rural putting its foundation on a firm footing,
including 10% of population which is tribal. , ,
About 33% of the people are engaged in The most interesting and unique develop-
industry and trade, 50% in commerce, trans- ment in Israel has been tbe evolution of its
port, professions and services and only about co-operative agricultural settlements which
17% in agriculture and fishing. About 66% form the basis of its material economy. They 
of Israel is desert and there is scarcity of were initiated and developed by personnel who 
water in most parts of the country had D0 previous experience with manual

The people are generally sincere, jolly, labour, to say nothing of agriculture.
generous and hard working. Their way of life is r  AFI FCONOMY ■ THE THUVA
has mostly been governed by western influence IsRAEL S LLUINUMY . 1HL ljhlu
with its leaning towards a higher standard of Israel’s economy is based upon agriculture,
living. Utmost equality prevails between men mostly mixed farming : growing of fruits and 
and women. There is perhaps more equitable vegetables, animal and poultry husbandry, 
distribution of wealth than anywhere else in raising fish, keeping bees for honey, etc. 
the world. The proportion between the highest Most of these are" perishable commodities 
and lowest income is about one to four only, whose proper marketing is beyond the means 
,^ael 1S \n *act.a socialist state whose leader- of small agricultural settlements. They have to 

ship, fired by ideological concepts, has been face severe foreign competition and suffer from 
trying to evolve a free and democratic way of a shortage of transport facilities.
bas J rf.C fr°^ „ tn ll aWpnH biUf \  t ohesive and These problems have been solved by the
is a d e r 3 n I f  SeI, 'ab0Ur- There “Thuva” , an institution which takes deliveryis adequate provision for social security. of farm p’roducts from raost 0f the agricultural
. . s .compared with India, the standard of settlements and individual farmers and 

living is high. An ordinary labourer working arranges for their necessary grading, marking, 
in the helds earns in real wages four to five processing, packing, storage and distribution, 
times as much as a labourer in India, Village It represents some 500 settlements and over
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1000 individuals. Its total turnover in 1959 Self employment and mutual aid were the 
amounted to IL. 11,327 millions (over Rs. 80 two pillars on which the entire co-operative 
crores.) agriculture were built. They have turned out

i , ,, , , _ A, A to be the most efficient means of preventing
It handled about 66 „ ot the total faun the creation both of the landless labour class 

produce of Israel and is the main supply as wej| as of any rich land owning class. It 
agency lor food stun for Israel s urban and ]ias cnsurcd maximum equality of living con- 
semi-urban population. It also reconciles the cljtjons and elimination of exploitation, 
conflicting interests of producers and con­
sumers and plays a vital role in the economic j  Kibbutz: 
life of the country.

The Kibbutz are the oldest co-operative 
It has a chain of collecting centres, several settlements and arc working on the principle 

dairies for processing milk, many distribution of pooling of the people, the land and the 
centres and milk depots, a number of factories, capital for collective production, distribution, 
a special department to handle honey, many and living. Agriculture is the major economic 
egg-storing stations, slaughter houses with activity of most of these settlement.
refrigeration facilities etc Great emphasis is Education of the children is the respond- 
bid on quality Products are■ca«fully graded bility ofthe Kibbutz. i ts aim is to prepare 
and nice y packed. Ta educates the producers the children for life in the Kibbutz. Kibbutz 
to stick to quality and defaulters are fined or cducation begins at birth> when the infants 
refused acceptance of then goods. Its manage- gy tbe community nursery. They
ment lies in the hands o reprcscntat.ves of ar laced ; ?oups with wh&  they remain 
producers and work in dose collaboa on cnd of\ hefr formai education in the
with government. It works o a commission University or Technical school,
basis and has been able to secure to tbe pro- b ’ J
ducers about 54% to 77% of the price paid The Kibbutz movement is nearly half a 
by the consumers. century old. It has demonstrated how in a
, Its service to the consumers has been no SuSE* hat
less important because of its maintenance of been £ for the national regeneration of 
regular supplies of fresh milk vegetables fruits countryjfcas the pioneering vanguard of a 
and other commodities even during the penods social order based on social justice,
of shortage and emergency. They aira at the evolution of an agricultural

economy with a maximum degree of economic 
AGRICULTURAL SKI ILEMENTS self-sufficiency and scrupulous observance of

Israel can be classified into a number of the principle of self-labour. In the long run 
categories. The main types of agricultural they aim to provide a high standard of 
settlements which have developed in the education for the children, equal oppor- 
countn and which cover about 90% of the tunities for women, support for the sick, aged 
total agricultural population are described and disabled, and enough leisure for broad-
below. They are distinguished by their special cning tbe outlook of the community. Many of
character and way of life evolved because of tbe Kibbutz situated on the frontiers
the differences in the background and the voluntarily guard the country’s borders,
ualiona! and social urges of the settlers who .... , . .
cam: in the revolutionary period in 1906 and Community life in the I lbbutz generally 
those who came later. ™.ns smoothly because of voluntary self-d.se -

pline and voluntary submission of the mdivi- 
Thc co-operative agricultural settlements dual to tbe requirements and decisions of the

of Israel are a logical consequence of the community. It has been possible only be-
carly insecurity ana living conditions which cause of powerful conviction and faith, with
faced the immigrants. They had had often no continuous conscious efforts on the part of
previous experience of manual work or of every member to adapt himself to the needs
the ideological, national and social concepts and wishes of his fellows. Those who stay in
of the Zionist movement. the Kibbutz are the people with a strong sense
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of conviction, enterprise and devotion to a falls ill, another woman is assigned by the 
social ideal. A special kind of selected human labour committee to run her household and 
material and the exceptional circumstances of look after her children.
the country have gone into the making of Xhe Moshava Shitufi is a recent develop- 
this unique type of institution. This nient. It evolved after long experience to 
mainly accounts for the fact that most of the preserve the advantages and eliminate the 
leadership in Israel has emerged from the disadvantages of both the prevailing forms of 
Kibbutz. They also provide a higher propor- agricultural settlement described in the previ- 
tion of artists and poets and writers. ous paragraphs. Its members believe that the

family is the essential cell of the collective
(2) . Moshave Ovadim : society and that its private life should not be

The Moshave Ovadim are co-operative restricted beyond what is essential for the
settlements based upon individual way of life common interest. They hold that lor the 
and labour. Every settler forms his own hold- bringing up of the children there is no substr­
ings on the principle of national ownership of tute for the love of the parents and the daily 
the soil, self labour, mutual aid, co-operative r0l,tlne of family life. There are some _0 
marketing of produce and co-operative pur- settlements of this type in Israel. This began 
chase of requirements. They seek in it an ,rom 1940. 
easier form of community life though in fact
life in a moshave is harder, the people work UNESCO Adult Education Committee
longer hours ( ten to twelve a day ) and r  • tix trc ^ n . ,J r . '  „• hour issues concerning UNESCO s role in
in the Kibbutz. The land is distributed equallv, of adult education emerged during the
n c ».. „ . f „ .i„  rp, ■ ■ recent first meeting of the International Corn-
work for the hin'ffmi'lv’ " S' mittee for the Advancement of Adult Educationwork for the big family. at the UNESCO House in Paris.

Individuals borrow the money according to A preliminary report by Dr. Cyril O. 
their capacity through the village council and Houle, professor of education at the Univer-
are responsible to the council. This council sity of Chicago and American delegate to the
is elected by the settlers every year. It takes meeting, listed the four issues as follows : 
care of sanitation, education, recreation, ere- 1. Shall UNESCO be solely concerned 
dit, and so on. with the help the “ have” nations can give the

underdeveloped nations in developing their
(3) . Moshave Shitufi: adult education programmes or shall UNESCO

The Moshave Shitufi are agricultural settle- aIso strengthen programmes in the more
merits in which all the members share in advanced countries ?
collective ownership of the settlement pro- 2. Should literacy receive major attention
perty, in collective administration, collective in UNESCO's programme of adult education
work, mutual aid, and collective responsibility, or should attention be devoted also to other
However, the family remains as the unit of fields such as vocational education and public
existence. Every family keeps a private home affairs education ?
and lives its individual life. 3. Should adult education be considered

rru , ,, - ..... , an integral part of the usual educational pro-
1 e . t nient provides all facilities and gramme or should it be organized as a separate

necessities to the members, such as food, movement with its own services ?
housing, health, education, and recreation „ T11v7T:£, ^  , , . ,
as well as maintenance in old age and dis- Shall UNESCO concentrate solely on dis­
ability. Men work for eight hour? a day and senwiatmg the results of known research or
women for 2 to 8 hours according to their shall it also sponsor research activities o< its
domestic work. Every member is given a own •J
monthly allowance according to the size of his These issues will be taken up in the final 
family. Here again they work on the princi- report of the meeting and will be considered
pie “ to each according to his needs and from by UNESCO officials when the projects and
each according to his capacity.” If a woman priorities are drawn up for the 1963-64 budget.
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In Social Reconstruction_ _ _

The Teacher’s Function
Victor Montoya Medinacely

IN the process of improving their educational northern part of the high plateau, created the 
systems the countries of Latin America have Nucleo Escolar Campesino (rural school 
employed various patterns of organization centre), in which ‘affiliated’ schools are 

and development, always with the aim of fitting grouped around a central unit and work is 
their rural majorities to take their place in carried on in a smooth co-ordinated fashion, 
national and continental citizenship. The Book learning was replaced by a dynamic, 
ignorance and backwardness which have kept creative form of teaching in which mere learn- 
the Indians of America yoked to poverty, sick- ing to read and write and memory 
ness and serfdom could no longer be tolerated, work gave way to practical, utilitarian instruc­

tion.
r. land-locked county in the heart Education was set free from the cold,

of the South American continent presents a ison q{ schoohoom and spread
demographic structure in which more than 75 to thePsurroundin oramunity. Teaching by
per cent of the populat»on a single, absolute dictator, the teacher, gave
Indian, the two main g p § Q , way to a sense of group responsibility shared
aS \ D i  \  y.mtaraSlT r n r Lliv fik  inha by all the community’s leaders. What coun- on the high plateau Tropica1 Bolivia is inha- /  was nQ j thJ dgad ]etter of the alpha.
bited by many forest tribes with a variety of but tfae foughing of the furrow in the
languages and cultures of their own. field and the Ponquestsof parasites and grime

It was barely 25 to 30 years ago that by soap.
Bolivia began to play its part in the social The experiment started in the plain con- 
advancement of the Indian and to make us tiguous to the Andes and spread throughout 
of one of the most effective, though slowes , tbe whole of the national territory. The State 
means oi doing so . education. P l° ’ appreciated the value of this promising 
the concept of the rural school supported by gftPrt ffgred finandal aid with a suitable 
the State had not assumed any definite charac- d ’ a iation and> to strengthen the
ter of its own. State schools had spread only movggmeQP; setP a technical body, the Direc- 
S r S '  S p S u S " T 0 ^ ^ ' ^  .ome-Oenera, „? Native Education.
a few Mestizos educated their children during The first 16 nucleos formed an advanced 
the first years, sending them later to the post for the recovery of Indian rights; each 
city. These schools, called ‘one-class schools’ centre, each school, led the struggle against 
(because there was only one teacher) resisted, incomprehension, social prejudice, the abusive 
obviously out ofisocial prejudice, the enrol- power of land owners and all the forces of 
ment of native children ; and in the matter of opposition. Here lay the chief value of the 
cultural or even educational benefits, the ruraj school centres during the first decade of 
social atmosphere of the period relegated the their existence. As the official description of 
Indians to the sideline. them stated at the time : ‘The rural school

e . . .  r R„i;„:an r u r a l  prinr-n centres are institutions which are responsible.
The foundation of Bolivian ura - • addition to specifically educational work, for

t.on has undoub edly been the naUv.J school defending the ^ dians J d instructing them in
at Vvarisata, , / ^ uP r„ ffr  ,n higher forms o f association, co-operative action
in 1931 introduced a new pattern m he J  s JoUdaritI  in order that their economic,

f f i S J F t a S  u"= of educational M Z  - » «  aud c i r a ,  .eve, may be raised/ 
Warisata, an Aymara locality in the {Continued on page 17)
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Groyp Dynamics— 1

Toward a Better Society—

Research in  Leader Behaviour
Helen Kempfer, Specialist in Educational Methods

GROUP dynamics is the name of an emerg- Every six weeks leaders changed clubs and 
ing science which studies the forces or leadership style. This was to make sure that 
“dynamics at work in groups of people, it was style of leadership, rather than 

Whenever two or more people interact, we see personality, that made any differences they 
these forces at work. One village accomplishes might find, 
little or nothing; another village undertakes

thr0USh 3 Vari6ty0f ProJ'ectsin The three Leader styles were to be as record time. follows :

 ̂ Authoritarian : Policies and procedures are 
A common tendency is to blame the people determined by leader. Group is told one step 

of the first village. Group dynamics says. No. at a time’ so that future steps are unknown to 
It is not the fault of the people. The fault lies them- Leader assigns tasks and companions 
with the ways they work, and these ways of of each 8rouP member. Leader keeps his 
working can be studied and improved. standards of praise or criticism to himself.

. Leader remains fairly aloof from active group
Group dynamics is therefore a basic participation except in demonstrating, 

discipline for the Social Educator.
Research Democratic: Policies are a matter of

The group dynamics approach to the study SrouP decision and discussion with encourage- 
of groups is distinguished by controlled raent anci assistance from leader. Leader 
research. Much of the earlier writing on groups, should encourage perspective, with group goal 
had been based on opinions of people experi- and stePs t0 it clear. In giving technical 
enced in working with groups. By “controlled” advice, leader should try to suggest two or 
we mean that conditions are known, measur- more alternatives leaving decision to group, 
able and controlled so that other people can Everyone should be free to work with whom- 
repeat the experiment. eyer he chooses, with divisions of responsi­

bility left to the group. Leader should explain 
Lewin, Lippitf, White Experiment1 the basis for any praise or criticism of indivi-

0  - . , dual and group activity. Leader should be a
, T . classic research studies was group member in spirit (but in the experiment 

, ■ t J L  and White on leader- he could not do much work, because work
k o if .R u r’ n espouse to different leader output of the groups was one measure of
HHWnt vfnrif ‘ ea,?ers Practlced three response to the three leadership styles.) different kinds of leadership behaviour
(democratic, authoritarian, and laissez-faire 1 r . ,  . x . . . . „ .
until they could behave consis tently in the Laissez-faire : Leader plays a friendly but
style chosen. The four leaders then mei S J ,  u  1 a ' c
with four groups of ten-year-old boys. Each a-bl<V u ?® -,S“PP S ratormanon and
group had five boys, who met once a week *echn,caI lf he 1S ask,ed- He does not
after school, for arts and crafts. pra.se or criticize group members for anything

they do. Any plans or procedures must be 
initiated by group, leader only offering techni- 

1. See footnote at end of article. cal information when asked,
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The research plan looked something like th is :

First 6 Weeks Second 6 Weeks Third 6 Weeks

Boy’s Group Leader 1 Leader 2 Leader 3
I Authoritarian Democratic Laissez-faire

style style style

Boys’ Group j Leader 2 Leader 3 Leader 4
II Laissez-faire Democratic Authoritarian

style style style
_____________  _ _ ______________ ________________ |
Boys’ Group Leader 3 Leader 4 Leader I

III Authoritarian Laissez-faire Democratic
style style style

Boys’ Group Leader 4 Leader 1 Leader 2
IV Democratic Laissez-faire Authoritarian

style style style
_____________ __ ___________i_________ I _______ ____ ____ _J

Analyzing Behaviour

Careful records were made of everything the boys and leaders said arid did. Later, every­
thing the boys or leaders said was classified into certain broad categories. Examples :

What the leader said How it Iras' classified
(from stenographic record) : (category) :

“ Get your work aprons on.” ")
I

“ All right, put your brush away.” |
i

“Each of you turn yours over and t  ^ ' rect orders 
try on the back.” J

“ Now we need some plaster.” ”

“That should be about two-thirds 
full.”

i
“Today we’ve got to paint the sien.” ! ,Y Indirect orders

“ Before we start there’s something j 
we have to do. That’s to make 
work aprons.” J

U O  J



Boy : “I want to saw." ^

Leader : “ No, Bill, you and Hamil l Disrupting Command 
make another leg." J

“ You’re not making a sack, you’re Non-objective Criticism 
making an apron.” J and Praise

“ Did you ever try going the other 
way—with the grain ?”

“ That’s a knife sharpener so we can f"Guiding Suggestions 
have sharp knives to carve wood J 
with." J

The difference between the “ Guiding they fought, how often they helped each other, 
Suggestion” and the “ Indirect Order” seems how often they expressed satisfaction, how 
to be whether it is related to one of the boy’s often they tore up their own or others' work, 
own objectives. The effective use of “ Guiding and so on. 
suggestions” seems to depend on timing.

The boys’ behaviour in laissez-jaire dif-
The democratic leader had to have a keen fered from their behaviour in democracy in the 

awareness of the shifting momentary needs following ways : 
and interests of the boys so he could make his
suggestions at just the moments when they 1. Less work was done, and poorer work,
fitted into those interests.

Leaders did behave differently when they '30;>s P'a>ec* more'
changed from authoritarian to laissez-faire or 3 l n interviews, the boys said they pre- 
to democratic. The analysis showed the ferred their democratic leader,
difference in behaviour. Two categories will
illustrate : Comparing the authoritarian climate with
--------------- ---------------- ------—  — - democratic, the researchers found :

Authori- Demo- Laissez . . .  r ,
tarian cratic faire L About the same amount of work was

done under authoritarian climate as 
Givim* under democratic but work done under
orders 45% 30/ 4% a democratic atmosphere showed

higher quality and creativity.
Giving , . ,

information 15% 27% 49% 2- Authoritarian groups developed scape-
, goats, while scapegoating was almost

entirely absent in the democratic 
Results groups.

A vafrietv of crit&ria were used to 'test the 3_ T reactions developed t0 the autho- 
effec of the three different leadership styles rilarian atmosphere : rebellion and
on the boys themselves. They were inter- submission. Definite acts of aggres-
viewed, and then opinions as ed. sion against leader and other boys

Various work measures were used, for occurred 186 times in the authoritarian
example : how many nails were pounded groups and only 6 times in the demo-
straight, and how many crooked ? „ cratic groups.

Records were kept of what the boys did 4 . Destruction of own property was cons- 
and said during club meetings : how often picuous at the end of m eetin gs oi the
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authoritarian groups, and did not leader behaviour showed that there was much 
occur in the democratic groups. more similarity among behaviour in the same

, . role, than in the behaviour of the same person
5. Four boys dropped out during authori- from role t0 roje 

tarian periods, none during democratic
periods. In another study of a programme during

the 1930's to retrain recreational leaders of
6. Nineteen out of 20 boys who made adults, it was found that leaders used to

comparisons preferred their demo- behaving in the authoritarian style, could
cratic leader. learn to change to the democratic style of

7. "Release” behaviour occurred on the leadership in six weeks or less.
day when the boys shifted from an Adult education is usually with voluntary 
authoritarian leader to a democratic groups. Under poor leadership such groups
or laissez-laire leader, suggesting pre- are likely to disintegrate. It is therefore most
vious frustration. useful to the adult educator to know how

8. In the authoritarian situations, when- People respond to various leadership styles—
ever the leader left the room there was what we can expect from the way we behave
a marked drop in work. Under demo- w*1*1 Pe0P‘e-
cratic leadership, work continued much It ;s a]so most encouraging to know that 
as before when the leader left the we don't have to stay the way we are, but can
room. change our style of behaviour to become a

more effective leader.
Conclusions

(1) This study showed that different kinds . «... , ,
of leadership do make a marked difference in foui ‘d £  .fuller descnptlon of thls research may be 
in group behaviour.

Lippitt, Ronald and White, Ralph K. ‘‘An Experi-
(2) It also shows that the same person can mental Study of Leadership and Group Life” in

change his style of leadership. An analysis of Newcomb, Hartley and Others Readings in Social
b J Psychology. New York : Henry Holt and Company,

 ̂ rT __  i___ » . <> 5 White, Ralph and Lippitt, Ronald. “Leader
£ H ave yOU bought. I f  not, hurry up . Belaviourand Member Reaction in Three ‘Social Cli-
C V mates,” p.585 If., in Cartwright, Dorwin and Zander
r  TVTI7W7 D T T I5 T  ItT 1 A n P T tn iV Q  9  Alvin, Group Dynamics : Research and Theory Evanston,
V i \  III \V L U d L I I j A I I U I ' iJ  Illinois: Row Peterson and Company, 1953.
« 1. Community Organisation in $ The study included more than one experiment,

Social Education_Report h which accounts for certain inconsistencies which may
of the Xlth Seminar Rs. 2.00 £ S eren ftim ^ 0" Un‘eSS *“  kn°WS ^  ^

(j X
C 2. Community Organisation in * In another study, Joseph Brewer and others found

a ,Lilt T'dnmtinn tAhstrartl Rs 1 fin 9 approximately the same results, although Brewer com-V Adult Laucatton (Abstract) Ks. i.UL pared only two kinds of behaviour, dommativagpppitt s
G . . .  * authoritarian) and integrative (Lippitt’s democratic)
r  3. Social Education in Delhi j  Joseph Brewer and Others, “Teachers Classroom

-—An Assessment Rs. 6.00 5 Personalities,” Psychological Monographs, 6, 8, and 11.
« 0 These studies are worth studying for their research
V 4. Celluloid in Indian Society A methods as well as for their findings. They are
C __H .S. Bhola Rs. 2.00 f  studies on behaviour itself, as contrasted with what

9 9 people think they do. Further, they are objective.
A Observers kept records of each statement and act,

C Available with: which were later analyzed, classified, counted up and
F r »• , , ,, r , ,. , . ,. 9 correlated. Where such records are not made, the

Indian Adult Education Association observer is apt to be swayed by one or two dramatic
tf J7-B Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi. a occurrences, or by his liking or dislike for a person,
C ; which makes his opinion much more subjective and
o » « > t> t» 0 0 0 *o«oc*«t>  t > o u * o o t > 9 i j  unreliable.
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Community organization, village or international, is basically 
a moral problem neecling an educational approach. Here is 
visualized a new structure calling for

Cooperation—not Coercion
By Jayaprakash Narayan

THE PROBLEM of democracy is basically, associations and actions of the citizens which 
and above all, a moral problem. Consti- they carry on and establish to deal with their 
tutions, systems of government, parties, problems, promote their interests and manage 

elections—all these are relevant to the business their affairs.
of democracy But unless the moral and Professor Haro!d Laski> when asked how
K a , <l“al,‘,esr of h,e Pe°Ple are aPP.ro; he would judge the worth of a democracy, pr ate, the best of constitutions and political ,ied thatJhe* ould do so b the amoUDt ' f
systems will not make democracy work. voluntary activity within it. Democracy has

The moral qualities and mental attitudes worked best among people that have shown 
most needed for democracy are : (1) concern initiative and enterprise,
for truth ; (2) aversion to violence : (3) love Democracy is not merely a question of
u, ln  ty mi CourfasV °  ^  °PPress'° n and political rights and people’s part in govern- tyranny ; (4) spirit of cooperation ; (5 pre- ^  Particular since the First World War, 
P ; 'erdpn s s a d Justt , to the larger deraoc has come t0 raean more and more

£  ?oh ta le °? e s Z Ssibih- social and a n o m ic  justice, equal opportunity
e q S ; ‘’ of • *  -"lusmal democracy.

man ; and (9) faith in the educability of The old belief that State ownership and 
human nature. management of the means of production, dis-

.... , .... j  . • tribution and exchange will lead to economic
hn,-IinSL q ‘r Z i 3^  T i de8( r 0,h “ '  self-government, elimination of exploitation 
Z  ; can, be educate,d m li f m and equitable distribution of the products of
t Z l f . h  ac| l ire and Poetise them. This labour^ a stateIess order of society, has not
task, let it be emphasised, is beyond the scope o , , • __ T
of the State. The quality of the life of society ^  confirmed by experience It is the very
should itself be such that it inculcates these ° pP0Slte that has actua11* haPPened- 
values in its members. The prevailing social Further, the relation of the individual to 
ethics, the family, the religious and education- society is not like that of the grain of sand to 
al authorities and institutions, the example the sand dune. The relationship is rather like 
that the elite set in their own lives, the organs that of the living cell to the living organism, 
of public opinion—all these have to combine Man always lives in organic relationship with 
to create the necessary moral climate for demo- other men. It is the" totality of these living 
cracy to thrive. Thus, it should be clear that relationships that constitutes society. Society 
the task of preparing the very soil in which is not a mere sum of separate individuals, 
the plant of democracy may take root and
grow is not a political but an educative task. But what is remarkable is that while in one

d0 u T t X  ssffl r  *rz» skSSS
timis Z  r " rpnliv and mfi 1 compartment, viz., of political science or eco-
thp n'pnni 1VCS- ‘ . y ‘ 6 ? nomics, this elementary yet fundamental truththe people : it is a way ot life. It is not only j entirely over-looked' 
through the representative assemblies and " '
elected government that democracy works, but The first creation of the social nature of 
in an equally true sense through the voluntary man was the family. The family is the pri-
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mary, or the ‘mother cell’ of human society, industry, capital, labour skill, intelligence are 
Without the family and its care and upbring- not at loggerheads with one another, but are 
ing the individual cannot survive, let alone synthesized in the service of the community, 
become a human person. Even as an adult, Production and consumption are not two 
the family is with him and he lives and labours contraposed sides of an economic bargain 
to ensure its security and happiness ; he fights manipulated by distant agencies, but an 
to protect it and is ready to die to defend its integrated process serving a single and direct 
honour. It is in the family that man learns purpose.
the values of co-operation, mutual adjustment The community is build up of personal 
and self-sacrifice. It is there that his charac- relationships, and choice and free-will have 
ter is mainly formed and where he acquires their play within the limits of self-imposed 
the larger society of which his family is a discipline and common culture. In the 
unit. community there is understanding participa-

Thus the human individual is not an indi- tion b? lhe ™mbers of all communal affairs 
vidual at all, but an individual-in-the-family. The commto.ty is a co-operative socie y but 
It follows that any wise order of society must the diflerence between i and1 the ordmary 
be such that in it the family not only remains co-operative society is that coope.ation in 
intact but also finds full opportunities for its the community embraces the whole of life 
true functioning. Nav, much more than this : ™‘ber than only its economic sector . a n d l a
any good and wise Society must learn and th® members of the community rather than 
incorporate in its life the values and attitudes onl? those who Purchase shares, 
that govern the family. It is interesting to recall here that in the

" , ,  „ , . . . . . .  old Indian village communities there were no
ji he problem of present-day civilization is elections to executive offices on the present- 

social integration. Man is alone and bored, maj 0rity-minority pattern, which is a divisive 
be is ‘‘organization man , he is man-ordered ancj disruptive process. Instead there was 
about and manipulated by forces beyond his selection by general concensus of opinion, or 
ken and control-irrespective o f whether it is sometimes by drawing lots, 
a “democracy’ or dictatorship. The problem J . , ,
is to put man in touch with man, so that they 1 do not mean to say by all this that such 
may live together in meaningful, understand- a community as described above ever existed
able, controllable relationships. In short, the before, oi jhat , l  to  dw ell in sm all
problem is to recreate the human community. about if only people began to d \ li 
1 . . , „ territorial areas. Had it been so, all the

Territorial contiguity ol a numbei of Indian villages would have become ideal 
families does net in itself make a community, communities. What I do wish to say with all 
T he present-day Indian villages, toi instance, jbe emphasis at my command is that such 
are not proper communities. They weie so community must be the ideal of future social 
at one time, but now are mere territorial reconstruction. Only then will the social 
settlements, life in them being individualistic, nature of man and the great humanist ideals 
rather than communal. 0f modern civilization find fulfilment. Only

In the true comunity there is communion, then, too, there will be true democracy, 
i.e., sharing, participation, fellowship, as the Before proceeding to consider the coin- 
dictionary puts it ; there is identity of interest; muuity further, it may be advisable to deal 
a leeiing of unity m the midst of diversity; a briefly with the question of science and its 
sense of freedom within the frame-work of j t on social organization. It may be 
accepted social responsibilities; differentia- Ked that smaI1 local communities might 
uor, oi unctions converging to the single ha^ e fitted at one time into the rural pattern 
g°a l . the good of the community and its of life> b«t in this age of industrialism they

have haidly any place except as odd specimens 
Caste, class, race, religion, politics—all of a past civilization. Industrialization and 

these divide men into different, often con- urbanisation necessarily go together, 
dieting, groups. The community brings them I completely reject this view. The choice is 
together, • mites them and harmonises their not between uabanisation and rural life. The 
interests. In the community, agriculture, dichotomy between urban and rural is false
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and unscientific. Both industry and agricul- community. For instance, each primary 
ture are essential for human life and its community might be able to provide for a 
development. The question of industry should primary school, primary health services, small 
be looked upon from the point of view of the irrigation works, like wells and village tanks, 
whole man : it should never be forgotten that and village industries. But a number of 
industry is for man and not man for industry, primary communities must cooperate to 
Science and industry, are products of the provide for a higher school, an indoor hospital, 
human mind and they should be bent to a power-station and servicing centre, larger 
human purpose. industries, larger irrigation works, etc. Thus

Commercialisation of science is to be replac- the regional community conies into existence 
ed with the humanisation of science; instead by an organic process of growth. The circle 
of science being exploited for power and profit ° f  community is widened, 
it has to be used for peace and happiness. It will be seen that the regional community

Thus the society we are visualizing here is not a mere sum of the small communities 
will be neither “ urban” nor “rural” ; it will constituting them. It is an integral commu- 
be, if a name has to be given to it, nif-y *n itself.
communitarian. In other words, it will truly . 1° other words, at the regional level there
be a society. Development of science ha's *s an integration of institutions and activities 
made it possible for the distinction between ° f  the primary communities : the village
urban and rural to be abolished. The panchayats are integrated into the regional
communities of the future will have a balance panchayat ; the village cooperatives are inte- 
of agriculture and industry ; they will be agro- grated into the regional cooperative union; 
industrial; they will make full use of science the primary schools in the regional higher 
and technology so as to serve the ends of their school, etc. Just as in its internal administra-
life and no more. Owing to geographic and tion the primary community is autonomous,
historical conditions, agriculture may pre- so in the spheres in which the primary commu- 
dominate in one and industry in another, but nities have delegated their powers to the 
a balance between them will be the ideal of regional community, the latter is autonomous, 
all. The present monstrocities, the big cities, The regional community, however, is not a 
will have to be decentralised as far as possible superior or higher body that can control or 
to relieve congestion and create healthy interfere with the internal administration of 
conditions of life. the primary communities. Each in its sphere

Just as in the primary community a ' s e<Jually sovereign, 
number of families come together and co- Likewise, a number of regional communi- 
operate to build a common life, so in ties will come together to form a still larger 
order that there may be society, the community—the district-community, let us 
primary communities must come together and say. In this manner, the district communities 
cooperate with other primary communities so in their turn would federate together to form 
as to tackle common problems and promote the National community, A day might come 
common aims. when the national communities might federate

Such co-operation and coordination of acti- together to form the World Community, 
vities will obviously be impossible between Two conclusions follow from the above, 
distant and very large numbers of primary It should be obvious, in the first place, that as
communities ; mutual intercourse is possible we proceed from the inner to the outer circles
only between neighbouring communities, of communal life and organisation, there is 
Therefore, the next step in building up of an less to do for the outer communities ; so that, 
integrated society is lor a number of neigh- when we reach the circle of National Comtnu- 
bouring primary communities to come together nity, it has only a few matters to attend to, 
and cooperate amongst themselves to build, such a s ; defence, foreign relations, currency, 
say a regional community. Each single interprovincial co-ordination and legislation, 
primary community will do all that may be This being so, it should be obvious that 
possible with its internal resources. But there such a social organisation offers the utmost
will be many things that will be beyond the scope for the “ people” who are no longer an
resources and competence of the primary amorphous mass of human grains but organis-
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ed in self-soverning communities—to govern common between the Team s approach and the 
themselves. one made here- 1 feel> therefore, that the

There is one more question of importance community comprised within the panchayat 
that I should like to deal with briefly. The samiti should be regarded as the optimum 
question is out of the different circles of community as conceived above. This optimum 
community, from the smallest to the largest, community will be co-extenstve with the
is there one that can be said to be more regional community mentioned earlier, as
important than the others, a sort of key interposed between primary and district com- 
community, from the point of view of develop- munities. ....
ment of man and the communal life of the Those who are acquainted with Gandhyi s 
people? I believe there should be one, and to thought will find in the picture of society
determine it is an important task of social presented here much that is familiar. Who
nesineering. Under present conditions the will not be able to recall the following well- 
revenue viflase, which we have taken as the known and oft-quoted passage ?— _
primary community, is too small for under- “In this structure, composed of innumer- 
taking development by itself. At the same able villages, there will be ever widening, 
time,"the district community would be too never ascending circles. Life will not be a 
laree for this purpose. pyramid with the apex sustained by the bottom.

A question akin to the one we are consi- But it will be an oceanic circle whose centre 
derine was dealt with by the Study,Team for will be the individual, always ready to perish 
Community Development and National Exten- for the village the latter ready to perish for 
sion Service, headed by Shri Balvantray Mehta, the circle of villages, till at last .the whole 
The Team among other things, considered becomes one life composed of individuals, 
“ the need for creating within the'district a well never aggressive in their arrogance, but ever 
organised democratic structure of administra- humble sharing the majesty of the oceanic
lion ' in which the village panchayat will be circle of which they are integral umts.’______
organically linked with popular organisations Social Education and Panchayati Raj
at a higher level.” The Report of the Team (Continued from page 4)

S3} ‘‘Democracy has to function through by the radio rural forum, etc., is also an un­
certain executive machinery, but the demo- proved method of making the villagers read 
cratic government operating over large areas and discuss about the specified subjects for 
through its executive machinery can- benefit of themselves and their neighbours, 
not “adequately appreciate local needs 15. Social education has become so all- 
and circumstances. It is, therefore, pervading that the efforts of one or two exten-
necessarv that there should be devolution of sion workers are not sufficient in stepping up
power and a decentralisation of machinery the programme and strengthening the tounda-
and that such power be exercised and such tions of our dispersed democracy. All wor-
machinerv controlled by popular representa- kers-whether officials or non-officials from
tives of tjje i0Cai area.” the District Level Officers to the Village Level

The team finally selected the community Workers and the teachers, and from Pradhans
development block area as the appropriate to Sarpanches and Pancbes—must take an
unit. “ The block...offers an area large enough active part in educating themselves and the
for functions which the village panchayat can- people around them.
not. perform and yet small enough to attract 16. The training of this group of workers
interest and service of the residents.” The for social education of the people also be-
Team decided tentatively to call this institu- comes very necessary. This training must
tion the panchayat samiti which “should be also mostly consist of doing of things such as
constituted by indirect elections from the a Panch-Sammelan formulating the plan for
village panchayals.” the coming year so that all the Panches may

The Balvantray Mehta Team did not have ktfow about the priorities and the mechanism
b e f o r e  it a full picture of the communitarian of planning. It will only when we ensure that
society, nor was it concerned with the task of each Panch takes up responsibility for a limit­
drawing the outlines of such a society, ed number of families that our programme of
Nevertheless, up te a  point there is much in social education will be effective.
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THE TEACHER’S FUNCTION original social aims. Rather it expands and
(Continued from nnae R\ confirms them. Its motto is to train and pre-(^ominued Jrom page 8) pare ‘country people for the progress of

Evidently ‘the crhnni -a a and to that end it follows a systema-

f h T ^ S  ^ 8 “  objectives1?01 Phll° S°Phy
in various ways, as circumstances may (a.) l9 teach country folk good living
dictate . Thus, at Vacas, a native Quechua habits with regard to nutrition, clothing,
locality in Cochobamba, the whole district, housing, personal health, civic, social and
with the agreement of the municipal council religious attitudes ;
of the department was freed from serf- (b) to make good farmers and teach
be™ »tLcruxo<f‘StthcUiB° •°f  '“" t , -  Ih-is threm the importance of the conservation 
whin! the Bolivian ° f(‘ “  “ j 1 - o r a l  resources ;
the principal instrument for raising the Ameri- tu l '  1 sound techniques as regards
can Indian’s living standard. , e care domestic animals and the

elements of the regional domestic crafts:
,  Following the reaffirmation, after the , .  .

second world war, of the principle of in te r  ■ to lmPart essential knowledge of
national interdependence and co-operation basic matenals and tooIs 5
throughout the democratic world, the United (e) to teach rural people to be good
Mates of America set up technical assistance members of a family and a community
bodies for many American countries. Bolivia and socially useful citizens1
established in 1944 the basis for a bilateral TnniB ,
agreement, and by common consent concern mpnt ° rt ’ -L ®aJdens and heaIth equip- 
trated on education and public health. ™ 1 5e Pr°vids:d. for education in agricul­

ture and stock-raising’ and for ‘education in 
A new technical organization called the health and hygiene’, these being defined as 

Programa Cooperative de Education was a basic activities. One of the technical aids takes 
great stimulus to rural education, following ôrfn a ‘teaching guide’, which introdu­
c e  international decisions which confirmed ces act*ve teaching methods, offers concentra- 
these objectives, viz.: ted programmes in the form of projects and

t t t x j z s r s x t r j i
draw up an intergovernmental agreement
on the educational problems of the peoples Tl?e teachers are specially trained for 
living on the shores of Lake Titicaca teaching agriculture and stockraising, health 
(Bolivia and Peru) ; and domestic economy. A plan of field trips

(b) the first Educational Conference at and.tra‘°*n§ courses is followed for the pro*
the Warisata centre, attended by Bolivian JessionaI> staff, the heads of nucleos, and
Peruvian and North American educators’ teachers from the central and sectional schools.
(1945) , An jnstj(u(jon 0f an Indian character is

(c) the historic Rural Education Semi- evolving, which in its origin goes back to the
nar at the teacher-training school in Santi- ®rst nucleo in Warisata, where a body known 
ago de Huata (Bolivia 1947), at which three as. *he ‘Parliament of Amautas’ (still in 
Andean countries, Bolivia, Peru and Ecua- existence) helped to develop all school and 
dor, defined their new aims, plans and pro- community activities, but with an essentially
grammes. educational aim in view.
The rural school centre system has charac- This effective use of the human resources 

teristics of its own. It is even more concerned in a community reappeared later (1937) in a 
with the environment than with its pupils. “ —““
Though it pursues a definitely technical and Objectives approved by the delegates of
educational policy, it does not neglect its ®°livia; P<fru • andEeuador, at the Rural"  ° KU lls Education Seminar, Santiago de Huata, 1947,
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sponsoring body named the auxiliary school system to which all these successes were due, 
board (Junta de'Auxilio Escolar), consisting of adjusted their general structure so as to make 
parents, local authorities and residents. This it conform more closely to the principles and 
hishly original organization exceeded all objectives of universal fundamental education, 
expectations by the understanding it displayed This involved new arrangements and the 
of the real significance of the community’s revision of plans, programmes, methods and 
functions. Its programmes included many other means of action.
plans for rural welfare, while its first object Tjie agrarian and educational reforms pro- 
was he support and improvement^of he mu] gated ?n 1953 and 1955 respectively have 
school (premises, attendance, furniture, end* d the schools with a definitely social 
teachers accommodation etc.) I ts jn ju f e e  character adult oun people and children 
soon extended to aH centre t o ’ communica- _ ma]e and female_ are served by education, 
mn : highways meeting , Publicsquares, withjn tfae framework of their own traditional

lumber camps, arm o r ' s q , , institution. The community, and not merely
where the rural teacher was alwavs the the schooUs the vital centre of education, 
counsellor, guide, director, promoter and
jeader. The distinguishing mark of the present

. ' , . . .  „ period in Bolivian rural education is the ‘econo-Another organization founded at that time V production-minded’ character which
and named the rural school club (Club Escolar nmeQt ives t0 all its instiUl.
Campesinof ofiered prom.s ng possibihh s fo poiicy is emphasized in rural areas,
,hf  7 5 rKVT nL - M r , „ w h e r e  the principal sources of production- 
th^kitchen garden, the hen coop/the rabbit the land, the farmer, the means of explo.tat,on 
hutch, the house itself, into a laboratory ot are rouna-
apprenticeship and a school of work. Every The rurai school is the principal agency 
child aspiring to be an effective member of his that makes country folk an active factor in 
club had to choose and carry out a project. both production and consumption.

• J J ?  M « f Achievements Fundamental E d i t i o n
school, the girls of the community were neg- &em,nars
lected or forgotten. On their behalf one of Three fundamental education seminars 
the nucleos had the happy idea of organizing have been held under the sponsorship of 
housekeepers’ clubs (Clubes de Amas de Casa) the Ministry of Rural Affairs, instituted on 
which, with the passing years, have become the 12 April 1952 upon the reorganization of 
principal school for the training and advance- the Administration.
ment of countrywomen. The purpose of the first seminar was to

At this point a new force represented by organize and co-ordinate as fully as 
the United Nations and its Specialized possible the various departments of this 
Agencies—Unesco, WHO, ILO, FAO began new ministry, and the main topics of study 
to disseminate the general principles of funda- were •
mental education and to offer more effective . . . . .. „ , ___• ,
technical assistance of universal scope. Bolivia . (,a) economics, ju c a t  s 
burst through its old political framework and eL'!S att n °
adopted a new pattern based on profound (b) mechanization and agricultural
social and economic changes. technology ;

Rural education came to be called funda- (c) literacy campaigns and fundamental
mental education. This it had already been, education;
in essence, from the beginning, and it now (d) rural welfare, health and hygiene
sought to expand even further and embrace a housing clothing and nutrition ;
technical! held, a social field, and an economic 6 b
or production field. (e) plans and programmes.

The rural schools, while preserving their The second seminar was intended to draw 
organization around a nucleo, a splendid up for the travelling fundamental education
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teams, plans and rules which would enable This second aspect may be broken down 
them to work directly for the advancement of as follows : (a) the problem of training rural 
rural groups and promote their absorption into teachers with the emphasis on the new funda-
thc active life of the nation. mental education trends and of channelling

The chief effect of the promulgation of the
educational reform decree on 20 January 1955 f t e ??' „ | 3  S
was to mobilize the educational forces of the > ' • . „ . , 1rtl_. r .'T’u n<o4«-i» (* i) i a it • , mj-j school into a leal laboratory foi educa-country. The Ministry of Rural Affairs assum- , • . .. ..
c l new and important responsibilities, and its U a S
first step was to call the third fundamental ^  ^  nl°rcenieint ot the in service teactim
education seminar and to assign it the task of f dJ i  y Q • P ^°n n e l displaying a real
studying the application of those chapters of S ^ nsc'°^ sness 50 as-tt0 Per” ! of effe,ctl^e

S e i f h  c M c e r n  c d “ c a t i o " a ' p r o W e m s  f " .  ’p S s j  s ;association with the local leaders and existing 
The seminar carried out its mission with institutions, these projects being thus made to

the effective participation of the Servicio Co- serve as sources of observation and practice
operativo Interamericano de Educacion materia i for teacher trainees.
(SCIDE). The agenda included the following
subjects : (a) general fundamental education Flic application of all teacher-training 
plans ; (b) curricula ; (c) the new ‘teaching school techniques and methods really lies in
guide- ; and (d) rules for fundamental educa- tackling the problems of the surrounding com-
tion. munity, and seeking to raise its living standards.

. The best means of extending the programme is
In accordance with the principles ol the to organize teams for social work. That is now

educational reform, new and necessary items being done. The teams are required to deploy
(such as co-operative action, agrarian reform, their action in such a way that the efforts of
education for the home, rural industries) were all their members are adequately co-ordinated
added to the programmes, the object being to with those of all who are interested in their 
develop the reform to the full in the nucleo own cultural, economic and social well- 
schools and rural communities. Graduates being,
from CREFAL took part in all these seminars.

Not all in-service teachers have received 
The Rural Teacher Training School professional training, and the adaptation of a

The rural teacher, in whom the nation staff unprepared for the new trend towards a 
places its confidence and its hopes, is an functional community school has been a great 
essential factor in the interpretation and Pr°blem. She most effective solution has been 
application of the plans, programmes and ound m w°'kshops accompanied by short 
doctrine of education ; his professional train- c0lnses-
ing has priority importance. The training programme for in-service

The educational authorities have studied tcachers required the collaboration of supervi­
s e  current curricula at a meeting with princi- s01's and heads of nucleos familiar with the 
pals and staff of the rural teacher training techniques needed to make every teacher, 
schools at Mesa Redonda. whether he comes from a teacher-training

Article 119 of the Educational Code states: school or not, a real factor for progress. At
“ The rural school fulfils two functions : to P™sent post-graduate courses are being given 
educate the child in relation to his environ* *or teachers specializing in school supervision 
ment and to co-operate in the general improve- aod admmistration.
nient of the community. 1 his is the principle Fundamental education in Bolivia is gradu- 
wbich made it possible to delimit the two ally perfecting its methods under the stimulus 
fields of work incumbent upon every teacher- of social gains which have enormously 
training establishment; its aims refer spccifi- extended the formerly restricted possibilities 
cally to school organization and the organiza- for awakening the social consciousness 
tion of the community. ot country folk and associating them with the

9
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•

economic and political life of the country. teacher and the school whose sole purpose
This fact has led us to bring out the following was the education of country children,
basic principles by which every teacher is 3 The ro)e of the new educational system is 
guided in his work : something more than the mere transmission
1. The high aims and objectives asserted by of knowledge ; it recognizes as the decisive

two great national reforms, the reorgani- factor the difficult task of developing in
zation of the agarian structure and the rural people the high concept of man as a
institution of democratic national educa- free and productive being released from
tion, are the two firm foundations for the serfdom ; this is a state of mind and one
successful development of a reformed rural that necessarily requires a change of atti-
school. tude, through constant practice in demo-

2. The one-sided function of the classic type cratic living.1
of school, being confined to the narrow —from material supplied by UNESCO
field of classroom work, is inconsistent Educational Clearing House
with the vitalizing function of fundamental
ed u c a tio n , w hich  em braces a ll m an ifesta - r e t r a n s l a t e d  extract from Guia de educacion 
t io n s  o f  co m m u n ity  life . A d u lt ed u ca tio n  fundamental: 1, Planes, published by the Scrvicio 
acq u ires fu ll sign ifican ce  by  a v o id in g  th e  Cooperative) Interamericano de Educacion, La Paz, 
w a ste  o f  effort, resources and energy  o f  th e  1955, pp. 9-11,
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T® Think About__

Ten-year Trend in Social Education

NOTHING portrays government policy Total population has increased 21.5% in
regarding social education more clearly the last decade. Total educational expendi-
than data on enrolment and expenditures tures climbed to 247.3% of the 1949-50 figure,

presented in the First 1 ear Book of Education, Social education expenditures and enrollment 
Review o f Education in India (1947-1961) issued show no appreciable growth, 
by the new National Council of Educational Wl,q* • r . . . .

?heefonho “ J g d J w lS  S ^ i e f f v e S n o m  s^ o fs'o c T a l EducaUo!, ° /  edUCati°na* 
pages 924 and 927 of the above volume : Spe“! 0n bocial tducatlon ?

Have the comparative economies and 
Social Total Per cent results of adult education and primary educa-
Education Educa- of Ex- tion been analyzed and compared ?
Expendi- tional penditure Does jthis mean that local agencies or

Enrolment tures (in Expendi- on Social private organizations are expected to do the
crores of tures (in Educa- adult education job ?
rupees) crores of tion Or will adults be abandoned in their

ruPees) ignorance ?

1949-50 11,51,066 0.69 82.15 0.84 , , . , „ —
1950-51 12,56,011 0.72 91 05 0.79 Qualtly to teach in the first and possibly
1951-52 10,61,208 0.57 101.67 0.56 second grades of secondary schools. For the
1952-53 10,88,784 0.47 110.88 0 47 most urgent educational needs in the Congo—
1953-54 9,48,847 0.49 119.31 0.41 as\  1S ^  case. Wlth nearly a11 the Dewly
1954-55 11,11,405 0 55 13071 0 42 independent African States—are in the field of
1955-56 12’,78’,827 0.72 144.81 0.50 secondary and technical education.
1956-57 12,04,985 0.68 159.64 0.43 The Institute, besides conducting
1957-58 12,06.630 0.68 182.49 0.37 needed studies and practical research on
1958-59 12,57,679 — 203.18 — educational problems, will offer 6 to 9 month

"" —— courses for training primary school inspectors,
National Pedagogical Institute at Leopoldville and will be responsible for the organization 

a "vt r>^„ - i t ,-. r i and conduct of seminars and workshops for
v fra A  Nat!°naI Pedagogical Institute for the educational administrators and specialists. The

tra ning of teachers in secondary and higher Institute wi,l, also, provide pedagogical help
at Le° P0' t0 an? teacher training school requesting

v e (Congo) on 8 October. assistance and will operate in close operation
Seven professors are being provided by with representatives of Catholic and Protestant 

Unesco towards staffing this training school, educational authorities working in the Congo 
the first of its kind in the Congo. Other and with Lovanium University, 
professors are expected to be provided from The building and grounds of the Institute, 
Lovamum University and the British Council at Gelo Binza on the outskirts of Leopoldville 
may provide o, or wo professors of as well as basic services including lcc*r staff 
English. an(j doiriestic personnel, is provided by the

The school, offers a two-year course for Congolese Government under counterpart 
’ training teachers for the first two or three agreement. In addition to administrative staff 

years of secondary education. It will also and a maintenance superintendent, the United 
provide a shorter, accelerated course for Nations has furnished equipment and a certain 
selected primary school teachers who would sum for putting the buildings in order.

«
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BOOK REVIEW
Report of a Study Team on Panchayati Raj in and education of masses. This also applies to 
Andhra Pradesh. New Delhi : Association of the Panchayati Raj in Andhra Pradesh. Train- 
Voluntary Agencies for Rural Development, ing for Panchayat personnel has been dealt 
1961, p. 48. within a passing manner; and therefore the

study may be said to have this weakness. The 
FN January, 1961, AVARD published the educational programmes for villagers have 
1  Report o f a Study Team on Democratic hardIy been touched upon in the report. 

Decentralisation in Rajasthan. After eight
months the present report on Panchayati Raj The report concludes with the contention 
in Andhra Pradesh has appeared. Of the five that decentralization is a process which involves 
members of the Rajasthan team, four also a progressive transfer of power and authority 
served on the 8-member study team in Andhi*a from the Centre to the other administrative 
Pradesh. units. The larger the size and population of a

country, the greater the necessity and justifica- 
The reports do not state whether any sys- tion f° r sucll“ a process. It emphasizes that 

tematic basis of observation (outline or obser- according to current political thinking in India 
vation schedule) was used. However, the no present day ideology or socio-economic 
contents of the two reports show a fair degree pattern will suit out needs, 
of similarity of coverage.

The report deserves wide reading but objec- 
On the whole the report provides readable l*ve thinking, 

and thought-provoking material. It begins by —Dharm Vir
describing how Village Panchayats, Panchayat 
Samitis, and Zila Parishads* function in 7
a lUro PraHpch A Village Panchayat is the primary unit,
A nunra r r a a e s i! . , consisting o f  representatives o f the village people. The

Presidents o f Village Panchayats in a development 
After reviewing the working of Panchayati B l°ckor equivalent area constitute a Panchayat Samiti. 
• • A  D ,.„ ,w i, it,o  toam  t n n m t .  The Presidents o f all the Panchayat Samitis in a dis-Raj in Andhra Pradesh, die team suggests trict constitute a Zilla Parishad.

a Panchayati Raj Commission at the State
level, made up of persons elected by Village The Powers o f the State government are as
Panchayats, Panchayat Samitis and Zilla fo llo w s:
P a rish a d s. Its fu n c t io n  w ou ld  be m a in ly  p ro- .
m o tio n a l and  e d u c a tio n a l. “ The proceedings o f  these bodies are submitted

to the Government and the Government have reserved 
, to themselves the power to cancel or suspend a

The weak link of any development scheme resolution of a Panchayat Samiti or Zilla Parishad.
in India is the ineifective training of personnel it can also supersede or dissolve any of them.”
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Rs. nP. I  j
(HE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA H  >

GANDHI
Vol. I AI I  each Deluxe edition 8.50 !

Standard edition J.50
Popular edition 300

>ot. Ill, IV A V each Standard edition 15-00
Popular edition 9,00 ■

MAHATMA (Life of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi)
by D.G. Tendulkar (Netc Revised edition in 8 volumei) H

Vol.'I, II A HI published, further volumes _. I
under production

. Cloth bound edition per volume 15.00
i t  per set 100.00

Paper bound edition per volume 11.00
per set 75.00 |HI I THE w a y  OF THE BUpDHA—An album with over

400 photographs 30.00

BASOMU PAINTING: with 45 plates 35.00
KANGRA PAINTINGS OP THE

BHAGAVATA PURANA 30.00
DRAWINGS & PAINTINGS OF RABINDRANATH 

TAGORE
An album with 40 paintings by Tagore, 16 in colour 25,00 

INDIA— A Souvenir Volume with 4>2 photographs 25.00
INDIA- A Pictorial Survev 6.50
HISTORY OF FREEDOM MOVEMENT IN INDIA

by Dr. Tara Chand
Vol, 1 Deluxe edition 15.50

Popular edition 10.50
EIGHTEEN FIFTY-SEVEN b yD r.S .M .S en  5 50
W O M E N  OF INDIA Popular edition 6.50 H
RISE OFTHEMARATHA POWER

by Justice M.G, Ranade 3.00
EIGHTY-FOUR NOT OUT by Dr.R. I \  Pamnjpye 1.75
MEMOIRS OF MY WORKING LIFE by M. Vineswarcya 1.75 
LURE OF E V E R E S T j i j ' Cyan Singh 12.50
THE INDIAN SARI by Kamala S. Dongerkery 10 GO
NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS 0, THEIR EFFECTS 7 50 
SPEECHES OF PRESIDENT RAJENORA PRASAD

First Series (1950-52) 4.50
. .  Second Series (1952-56) 4.50 i t

OCCASIONAL SPEECHES A WRITINGS
By Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
Combined edition 7.50 • a

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU’S SPEECHES 
23 Vol. 1 (1946-1949) 6.50
M Vol. 111 (1953-57)

I Deluxe edition 9.50
0 Popular edition 6.50

fa INDIA’S FOREIGN P0LICV by Jawaharlal .Nehru
Selected speeches, September 1946-April 1961

Deluxe edition 15.50
ii „ Popular edition 10.50

g  IONGLE t  BACKYARD Jr M. Krishnan 3.00

18 A d d p o s ta g T ^  " Minimum in nP. or 1 SI
k  fo rw ard ing ,e tc . % o f cost.
L? Registration : SO nP. extra .
fijl Supplies worth Rt 25.00 o r m ore are  aent post-free. IK

»  DELHI. Old Secretariat. BOMBAY: 3 Prospect Chambers RH
[f Oadsbhal Naoroil Roed. CALCUTTA A I R. Building H

Eden Carden* MADRAS • Anand Sugar, ( , Santhome Road H
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|  I BEl j With your next Job.

Next time when you are in need of Adult Education aids, please tiy 
l our Slated Roll-up Black Boards, which are specially manufactured for
j  meeting the requirements of Adult Education workers.

t They are handy, portable, anywhere hangable, writable with chalk,
j erasable with duster, and readable from any angle of vision due to
|  their scientific coating. Owing to these qualities they have been
j m W m w  blessed by eminent Educationists at home and abroad, and have been
I H I  invariably, patronised by Block Development Officers in Bharat.

For testimonials and literature you are requested to write immediately to:

j Megh Slate Factory Private Ltd. || |p l
P o s t  B o x  N o .  24 ,

BAR AM ATI (Poona) India.
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