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i) All India Adult Education Conference
„ VI. SESSION : MYSORE, DECEMBER, 1948

. R E S O L U T I O N S

T his  Conference p laces on record its mes for expansion of education on the plea 
profound sense of loss and  grief at the passing of financial slrigency. W hile  education 
away from our midst of M ahatm a G andh i should, as a whole, be given priority amongst 
who was not only the greatest political and the nation building activities of the Govern- 

|  social leader that the world has p roduced  in m ents in Provinces and  States, adult educa-
many centuries but also the greatest adult tion should in the present set up of the 
educationist, in the deepest and truest sense Indian  U nion receive high priority in all 
of the word, of our age who devoted  the schemes of educational expansion, 
whole of his life to bringing about that moral
and intellectual reorientation of this genera- 5. | n view of the im portance of adult
tion which is the real task of adult educa- education in the present conditions of India 
hon. an d  with a v iew to help  and  encourage non-

official agencies to take up  this work in an
1. W hile  appreciating the steps already adequa te  measure, this Conference is of the 

taken by some Provinces and States to opinion that expenditure  incurred on it by 
start training centres tor field workers in adult private bodies or institutions should be re­
education this Conference requests  the  cognised by the G overnm ents  of Provinces 
G overnm ent of India to  start a central training and  States as approved  expenditure  entitling 
institute for training superior staff for organi- them to grant-in-aid in the s im e  way as is at 
sing adult education and conducting research- present allowed for secondary  education.
es and  experiments in the principles and
techn ique  of adult education. (j. W hile  thanking the Central G overn ­

m ent for sanctioning this year a token non -
2. This Conference wishes to place on recurring grant of Rs. 5,000 - as aid to the

record  its considered  opinion that all workers l.A.E.A. this Conference expects that, in order 
and  authorities, promoting Social Educa tion  to help  the Association to extend and  develop  
should take scrupulous care to see that their its sphere  of activities, as a clearing house 
civic education does not degenerate  into of in form ation and  an All India co-ordinat- 
party p ropaganda  on behalf of any political ing body the G overnm ent will sanction a suit- 
group. able recurring grant-in aid for the Association

in the year 49.
3. This Conference recognises the need

for adequa te  use of audio-visual aids in adult 7. This Conference earnestly requests
education  and  in view of the technical nature Provincial and State G overnm ents  to take 
of w ork and the costs involved suggests that suitable grants to Provincial Adult  Educa- 
G overnm ent in Provinces and  States should tion Associations to assist them in their 
set up properly inter co-ordinated agencies work, 
for the preparation of films, slides and pictorial
charts for supply “ at cost price " to  associa- 8. This Conference requests the Pro- 
tions or institutions engaged  in adult educa- vincial an d  State A dult E ducation  Organisa­
tion. tions to liberally assist the Central Association

with funds so that it may function more
4. This Conference is emphatically of the effectively both as the N ational O rganisation  

op in ion  th a t  it will be prejudicial to the best of India and  also as a liaison body for the 
interests of the country to hold up the sche- purposes of international work.
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Training Adult Educators
M A N Y  T H O U S A N D S  of adult educators sion Service in agriculture and  hom em ak ing  

are constantly  at work in regular jobs through where a large proportion  of the professional 
out th e  U n ited  S tate8 a n d C anada. T h e  adult educators  are to  be found. T h e  basic 
majority of these, however, have either been  tra in ing for this work is done  in the land-gran t 
pushed  into their jobs by circumstances or colleges. H om e dem onstra t ion  agents major 
been  pulled in to  work with adults by their in general hom e economics, county  agents  
ow n concerns and  interests ,  w ithout previous in general agriculture, and  state specialists 
training. Many of th e m  have received in in their  various special fields. U nder  the  
service training, an d  some have acquired leadersh ip  of the federal extension  service 
professional training after they have h ad  office in the  D epar tm en t of Agriculture an d  
considerable experience. O thers have obtai- the  state extension offices, a program of 
ned their positions after they have  h ad  leaves-with-pay has been  w orked  out so th a t  
professional training. Such a situation as extension service em ployees may take  up  
this is inevitable  in a profession which is in g raduate  s tudy in adult education. P rogram s 
the process of developing. in several universities have been  approved

for this purpose.
As the  fields of opera tion  of adult 

educa tion  have increased, and experience Group IVork 
has accum ulated , the  need  for professionals
has grown. A nd yet opportun ities  for t ra ined  T h e  th ird  area is grouo work. Since
adult educators are still equivocal. T h e  need  positions in th is  area are in large m easure  
is there, an d  in some quarters the d e m an d  is w ith  agencies, an d  institu tions which consider 
turning to pressure, but th e  support is still them selves social-work agencies, g roup  work 
inadequate  an d  unsteady. It is still true in has been looked upon  as social work. T h e  
most situations tha t adult educa tion  gets  Basic tra in ing  for it has therefore  been  in 
done  by a bootlegging process on th e  part social work, with specialization in th e  

• tim e of persons em ployed  primarily for o the r  techn iques  of g roup work and  in com m unity  
functions. o rganization and  com m unity  p lanning. The

question inevitably arises : Is group work
T here  are th ree  areas where positions social work or educa tion  ? In actual p n c t ic e ,  

in adult education  are steadier. T h e  first is it is more nearly adult  education. G ro u p  
the teaching of English an d  citizenship to  workers find a need for training in  adult 
foreign-born residents and the e lem entary  educa tion  an d  adult  educators  find a need  for 
phases  of ed u ca tion  to the  functionally  iHit- group-work training. In fact, adult educa tion  
crate in the  larger cities. This type of training is heavily loaded with group-w ork  
teaching, however, is a part-time job with concep ts  and  techniques. T h e  answ er to 
hourly pay for a short term, and  it m ust the  question  above is, of course, th a t  g roup  
consquently  be done  on  the margin of time of work is both  social work and  adult educa tion  
peop le  o therwise employed. S tandards  tha t it involves some tra in ing  in both fields ; 
and  requirem ents have been  set up  and  th a t  the  major em phasis  in each individual 
which, for the  most part, are inad eq u a te  case should d e p e n d  on the  circumstances, 
especially with regard to m ethods  and  agencies, an d  problem s involved, 
materials useful in  dealing with adults.
T h e re  are also some part-time jobs in evening Elements o f  a Profession 
high schools, w here  requirem ents  are the
sam e as those for teach ing  in day  high T he  th ree  essential e lem ents  tha t  m ake
schools, w ithout regard  to  the fact th a t  most a profession — a body  of know ledge, specific 
of th e  evening  s tuden ts  are adults. It is training, an d  jobs — must be considered  in 
scarcely possible to  have a d eq u a te  require- the  p repara tion  of adu lt  educators, 
m en ts  for part-time, poor-pay jobs-

Jobs have already b een  discussed in 
Agricultural Extension general. A m ong  th e  m any adult  educa tion

jobs, there  is a great variety. C om pare , for 
T h e  second  area of s teady em ploym ent example, such diverse types  as : teaching 

in adu.lt education is th e  Cooperative Exten- those  w ho have been deprived  of formal
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education and  leading discussions on th e  the  “ tools of the trade” of teachers, and  that, 
current social, economic, and political issues ; consequently, the training of teachers js 
teaching handicrafts  and teaching psychology ; primarily a matter of their acquiring know - 
developing music appreciation  and  carrying ledge about and experience with methods, 
on paren t  education. T h e  significance of M any teacher-training institutions hold this 
all this is tha t  it necessitates a com m on position. T h e  assumption is that the subject 
denom ina to r  of training, and  shows the  type matter to be taught is available, but that, only 
of specializations which are practical. A  as tested m ethods  of teaching are used, can 
patial list of these types includes ; ( l j  work subject matter be effectively transmitted to 
with particular groups of people  — parents. students, in terms of objectives set by teachers, 
workers, recen t immigrants, etc. ; (2) various Methods are laid down, an d  materials are a 
subject matter fields, broadly ra ther than  matter of th e  best possible selection, 
narrowly conceived : for example, social
sciences rather th an  history or economics, Third is an essentially different position,
developm ent of personality and  hum an It holds that adults have peculiar problems 
relationships ra ther than  psychology, comm- of learning and that th e  conditions imposed 
unication rather than English and  th e  like ; by these peculiarities make the teaching of 
(3) types of adult education, such as leading adults un ique. Consequently, an unders tand-  
forums, or discussions, or developing skills, or ing of the psychology of the adult and  how 
recreation leadership : (4) community to obtain the  knowledge about adults  a*
organization and community p lanning involv- individuals is basic in training adult educa- 
ing groupwork techniques and  methods, tors. Th is  point of view has gained increasing 
stimulating indigenous organizations and  recognition as the knowledge of adult psycho- 
democratic  processes ; and (5) organization l°gy has grown. The assumption here is 
and  administration of adult activities. that adults ‘call the  tune ' through their mter-

ests and needs, and  that the  conditions of 
I  raining has two points of re fe ren ce :  learning dictate m ethods and materials.

on  the one hand , the jobs done, already Because of the  w ide range of individual differ- 
referred to, and on the  other hand , the body cnees in any group of adults, each situation 
of knowledge. 1 he latter is the determining ;a u n |queo M ethods involve experience in 
factor for training. T here  are still many how to apply principles in real situations: 
issues and differences of opinion with regard materials must be created , because there is 
to training, but the main problem is the a dearth  of satisfactory ones, 
concept around which the training is built. . . , . ,
Tw o thing* must be borne in m in d :  first, Fourth is an  eclectic position a ing °se
that adult education is a function and  things from each of the other positions w ich 
not an end, and consequanlly it becomes are applicable and useful. It is nei.essari y 
valid with reference to definite objectives : built around the psychology of t e a u an
second, education cannot be accomplished, ' s gaining increasing acceptance, 
as *uch, in a vacuum. W e speak of an t-, , , ... . _ ii„
educated  person, but he is an educated  person, , e our 1 P ° s l ' ° n 18 es* , - r n ■ 
bv virtue of the definite knowledge, skill, ‘hat we are taking here, with ‘he ollow 
attitudes, e tc ,  which he has acquired. additional emphasis  growing out of the 
Consequently, while a teacher teaches people  sociology of ac ults.
he must teach them something. | ,  T he  com m unity  is the setting of any

vr/'.i l . 1 , , i  i , adult education situation and  determinesWith reference to the body of know edge, . . .  , , , , , .n .• • , .r _,i r Li ... b the kind of adults who will participate, thethere are four possible positions. , , , , 'A , l ’the problems they will have, the character
iFirst is the  traditional position held by of activities involved in the solution of these 

moat universities : All that good teaching problems, and the adult education possibi- 
requires is the mastery of a subject-matter litie*.
field. T h is  position assumes that the  main 2 The motivation on the part of adults
objective is a systematic coverage of an  f educational experience is closely 
° rgr.r,T  b ? ,knr ,l 8e  Per t  related to the problems which they encounterme hod which ,s implicit in this view is the d , j J h e i r  educational opportu-
lecture : the material*.are tex books or read- nitie.  . hould therefore take account of these 
mgs organized by the instructor, , ,problems.

Method, are T o o l,“ 3> Since it is the  pressure for action
Second is the position that m ethods are which is the focus of experience motiva tion,
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the completion of the education U experience Emotional requsits for adult educators', belief
for adult3 involves action. in people  and a better world, sense of mission,

, t i  • , i „ i genuine  interest in adults, broad interests,4 . l h e  a im  o f  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  m u s t  b e.. r .. c . . . a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  in  r i c h  l iv in g ,
th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f  th e  a d u l t  p a r t i c ip a n t s ,
not the completion of a course of study or Community and Community Organization
a term of classes. -r-i • , , , i j  ■ 1 j  l ■I h i s  a r e a  o f  s t u d y  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a b a s ic

5. Since the world of experience of the know ledge  of sociology and  th e  techn iques
majority of adults is very limited, in our of com m unity  s tudy  ; an acquain tance  with 
present day with its great opportunities for sources of da ta  abou t communities; th e  theory 
the enrichm ent of living, adult education and  facts about com m unity  organization and  
has the obligation of “ expand ing  th e  com m unity  p lanning  ; a practical unders tand-  
horizons” of adults. ing of the  relation of adu lt  educa tion  to

6. Growth into effective dem ocratic  com m unity  organization an d  com m unity
i • • j , ,  j  . • p lanning  and  of group life an d  cooperativecitizenship is an  adult education  process. activity

T he  conten t of training for adult educa- n  , , r 
tion grows out of the philosophy of training Psychology o f Adults
and the concept of the  body  of know ledge. Factual data  about adult  learning ;
T here  follows a general descriptive outline education regarding the peculiarities of 
of the  major areas of studies for those in educa tion  of adults  ; implications for m ethod* 
training un d e r  the philosophy which has been  in adult  education.

Methods and Materials
General Introduction to and Knowledge about Adult

Education H o w  to m eet th e  conditions of adult
learning : individual a ttention and  group 

History o f adult education, not as such, but experience, informality ; attitude tow ard  and
rather to discover the place it has held  in character of m ethods  found useful by experi-
various times and  in various cultures, the ence : coopera t ive  participation ; discussion
objectives and  purposes u n d e r  which it has of various ty p e s ;  w orkshops ;  psychodram*,
operated, the  forms it has taken, and  its ac- e tc - Problem s of materials : readability  ;
complishrnent3 ; th e  precipita te  of history in printed m atte r  ; uses of m im eograph, radio, 
the  adult education  of the present day ; the films, discussion outlines, etc.
factors which have m ade  adult education  Problems of Experience 
effective in th e  past and  their  relevance
today. Som e of the best material available for

use in tra in ing adult educators grows ou t of 
Philosophy o f  adult education : the  character the problems, which have been, or are being 

of purposes and  objectives and  how  they  are encoun tered  in experience. Provision should 
determ ined , both  ultimate and  im m edia te  ; be m ade for the use of this material as a basi* 
the ideas  with which to work ; principles for criticism, analysis, and  evaluation, 
derived from experience ; the necessity for
and  the process of developing  a “working Programs and Agencies
philosophy. T h e  program  of training adult educator*

Functions o f  adult education ded u ced  from aS3Um,ea a liberal a r t* educa tion  as a back- 
an  analysis of the  social scene, involving a gro“ nd : «. Professional t ra in ing  on a
know ledge of the chief characteristics of Sraduate level in graduate  schools of educa-
Am erican culture an d  an  unders tand ing  of IOn
the place of adult education in that culture T eacher’s colleges and education de-
the conditions im posed  on  adult education partm ents in liberal arts college* can  and  
by democracy, the relation of the cultural occasionally do  offer introductory cour*e*. 
function to com m unity  functions. O nly  one or two institutions have so far

attem pted  com prehensive training, and  their 
Administration o f adult education including program s follow in general the outline above, 

the  organizational structure of A m erican  adult Specialized courses in  subject matter, skills, 
education , the roles of various institutions, etc. are not special to adult education  and 
practical problems of organizing and  opera ting  arc ob ta ined  through work in other depart-  
a program, the com m unity  approach, problems ments. In-service training through summer 
of integration. courses, institutes, conference* arid workshop*
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is offered by m any  universities. Frequently been possible otherwise. M oney will never 
organizations with extensive programs and  be available to do the necessary job of adult- 
large staffs p rovide training for their ow n education by professional leadership. All 
people. A m ong  such organizations are adult educators, c o n s e q u e n t ^  will be re- 
federal agencies, public schools, young peoples sponsible, sooner or later in some way, for 
organizations, churches, workers education training lay leaders, 
organizations, w o m en ’s clubs, etc. A listing
of institutions where tra in ing  is to be offered T h e  training of lay leaders is not essen-
during the summer, together with their tially different from the training of professio- 
pro g ram s, is published annually  in the April nals. It will, however be more limited in 
num ber of the Adult Education Bulletin of scope and  more specifically related to the 
the National Education  Association. job in hand . It will necessarily involve less

time and  so be more selective in content.

Methods in Training Some Issues in the Training o f Adult Educators *

It would seem quite unnecessary  to say , j  ,
that adult educators  should be trained as A dvIt educator, are born and not made.
they are taught to train others, and  yet all T h e  issue suggested ,n this sta tm ent always 
loo" often they are lectured about the diSad- appears  ear |y ^ g e s  of the developm ent
vantages of lectures as com pared with other any profession. The question here really 
methods. Methods must be a matter of ^ w h e t h e r  the spirit of the teacher is not
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  in s t ru c to r s  w h o  c a n n o t  " l o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  h,s k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  
. ! .1 j  . i i  . a n s w e r  is t h a t  in  a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  b o th  a red e m o n s t r a t e  m e t h o d s  a i e  n o t  a b le  to  d o  th e  . w/ i  i j  . 1 • *. 17  , J  T U v o  ;Q m n r K  e s s e n t ia l .  W h e n  ru le s  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  t a k eiob of t e a c h in g  m e t h o d s .  t h e r e  is a s  m u c h  , i ... .  x

l i t  as knowledge in the use of m ethods, ascendancy over persona qualities and
which m eans that field-work experience is an  deducation to a job one believes in, then,
essential part of the training of adults during, ad ^lt education loses its vitality.

The 1 ''superviso i '°should b r ^ y m p a ^ t f e ^ a n d  Trained adult educators can handle any adult
cooperative and capable  of giving constructive education M o n  1  he  sw eeping positive ness

, i | r r | of this s ta tem ent makes it impressive, but
suggestions and helpful criticism nQt true . It shou ]d be obvious that the trem ­

endous  variety of situations, objectives, types 
1  he whole process of training should be Df study and kinds of people involved in

informal. Since the focus is upon  the use adult education  precludes the possibility
rather than the possession of know ledge jQf an y o n e’s being equal to all occasions,
most of the material can be hand led  more Even a trained adult educator is illiterate in 
effectively through discussions and conference some areas of living and in many areas of 
processes. 1 he training will likely be clima- knowledge. O ne  is some times teacher and 
xed in a sem inar on problems and p lans of a t other times learner, 
the  partic ipants , but also the general and
com m on problems of adult education are j n (/,e /03/ analysis, the competence of a teacher
cooperatively explored by instructors and /(eS f,js mastery o f his field of knowledge, 
s tudents together. O ne  cannot interest s tudents in a subject of

which one know s little. The eager response 
Training o f Lay Leaders to the fascination and challenge of knowledge

is c o n tag io u s ; it is passed on from those 
T h e  increasing use of lay leaders is who have it to others. I h e  context of the 

inheren t in the very character of adult educa- training of adult educators is a professional 
t ion  ; a cooperative learning experience body  of knowledge for the e d i h e a  ion ol 
rel. ted in one way or another to group action. those being trained. 'Ib is  is not the know- 
) he most successful adult education enter- ledge, engendering the love of knowledge, 

prise in the U nited  Slates, both quantitatively which the teachers in tra in ing  are latei to 
; nrl qualitatively—the Cooperative Extension pass on to their students. 1 hat is something 
Service in Agriculture nnd H om em aking— else, something so im portant that, without it, 
d e p e n d s  almost entirely on lay leadership in an adult educator will be a sterile worker in 
rts group activities ; its success would not have a world which needs his fruitful labors greatly

( A d. Ed. Journal, January 1948  )
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Adult Education in the United Kingdom

1 he phrase adult education should really indu lgence  of sloth which p roduces  apa thy , 
include all further and  continuative education, A more insidious enem y  is that people  t in d  
on a part-time basis, after the end ing  or the to im pose on their inability to learn  a n d  have 
compulsory school-career, at the age of 15 in to be a w ak en ed  from this form of indifference, 
^ireat Britiin at the moment, designed  to fit Vlost people  have much greater m ental and  
the adolescent or the adult for a fuller parti- spiritual resources than they adm it a n d '  once 
cipation in the life of the community to which the te a c h e r ’s stimulus is applied  de ligh t  to 
he or she belongs and develop  latent potenti- add  to them . A bove  ail, “ on every summit 
alitie* and  interests. It is the practical expre there  is peace, but especially on the summit 
ssion of the view that educa tion  is a process of igno rance ’’ (W .R . Paterson) and  the 
which is not en d e d  in youth, and  all adult adult education  worker h >s tbe sometimes 
education should aim to provide for the perilous duty of disturbing tnis peace  with- 
acquisition of the knowledge, skills an d  appri- out leaving a d isconten t far from divine, 
ciations which enrich personality and  give
satisfaction to m ind and  spirit Nowadays, If, then, adult educa tion  comprises work
there lies a particular duty on the adult edu- other than that of formal education or voca- 
crtion  worker tor, m  the words of S tep h en  tional training, we must begin with the udoles- 
bpen  ier, - it is not possible f >r dem ocracy  to cent and ,  at once , we find the  peculiarly 
survive without a greatly ex tended  sense of British way of doing things. V o lu n tr ry  effort, 
P j  - he know ledge and responsibility Lirough normally associated with a religious, moral or 
education. ( l im e s  Ed. Supp. Feb. (, 1942) social cause, leads and the G overnm en t Co-

mes along later to co-ordinate  and  to syste-
The value of considering the British expe- matise In th e  service of youth voluntary 

rience in this field is that it  has em braced , effort led in 1883 to the foundation  of the 
through diff r e n t . media, all forms of adult Bovs’ Brigade, in 1907 to the Boy Scouts and 
education  from simple education for literacy in 19 I 1 to the  Girl Guides, while the Y .M .C .A .

- t o e d u c i t io n  for citizenship, from vocational an d  the Y-W .C.A  , which ire primarily coil- 
training to most advanced  work in subjects cerned  with the young du!t. have in recent 
of specialised interest- Even today the last years oeen  p iy in g  more attention to (he 
war proved that a certain num ber of people  14 — 18 a g - group. T h e  work of these  and 
reverted to illiteracy after their school-days, similar organisations, b ised on a club spirit 
u su a l ly  as a result of the nom idic habits of and  on a wide variety of healthy activities, 
their parents, overlarge classes and  ill-health should never be underestim ated , particularly 
in youth an d  work of considerable  social w nere  young peop le  move from th :ir hom e 
value was d o n e  by the  Services in  special surroundings to tow ns in search of a job. 
classes of six to ten weeks, duration.

But, “ though no country is richer in volun- 
T h e  adult education  worker has  both try socities for youth  than  Britain’ (H . C. 

advan tages  ind  dis ldvantages with which to Dent. British Education, p. 25), their acti- 
con tend . H e m iy  count on a certain matu- vities p robably  do  not affect more t h in  a 
rity of mind and  practical contact with life quarter of the age-group. Therefore in 1939 
which help to m ake the study of institutions the G overnm ent, over half-a-century ifter 
a realitv rather than a theory and his pupils’ the first voluntary  body had  begun its work, 
powers of expression, often at first w eaker called u p o n  Local Education Authorities to 
than just after 1 'av ing school, normally return co-operate with voluntary effort so as to pro- 
with increasing confidence. H e should, v ide greater social, physical recreational and 
perha os, alw ivs be ir in mind Coleridge’s judg- ed jca t io n a l  facilities for youth. A  coriaide- 
m en t on fiction which he transferred “ from rable programme has been  deve loped  bv 
the  genus, re id ing , to tha t com prehensive  full-time organisers of youth, of which four 
class cha rac te rs  d by the power of reconciling main elem ents  deserve mention- Technics!, 
the two contradictory yet co-existing propen- commerical and art education is provided 
sities of hum an n dure, namely in d u lg e n ;e o  through the E vening  1 nstitutes and  over a 
sloth, and  h ltred of vacancy .’’ O n  the tea- million part-time and  three hundred  thousand 
che r’s side is this general hitrecT of vacancy; full time students are in voluntiry  a ttendance , 
against him is an almost equally general The technical an d  commerical courses are
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carefully p lanned  in conjunction with local Most of the voluntary bodies, such as the
industries, which provide a high proportion Y. M-C. A., the Y.W. C, A., the W o m en ’s Ins-
of the instructors. Non-vocational studies, titutes, the Rural Community Councils and  
leading to the  disinterested study of subjects the Educational Settlements Association 
for their cultural value, are elso provided for believe that adult education must spring from 
in the Evening Institutes and  this part  of the the needs and interests of the people and. 
w ork  has recently received a valuable ally in therefore, tend  to concentrate on activities 
the  Aits Council of Great Britain which which are both recreational and educational, 
counts am ong its most im portant tasks the such as dancing, music, films and discussions, 
bringing of music, d ram a and  the arts to parts From this informal approach they often lead 
of the country hitherto starved of these ame- on to formal education with not ble success, 
nities- T h e  G overnm ent’s next step will be A more detailed description of three bodies 
the establishment in 1950 of a network of is, however, needed to explain the variety of 
Country Colleges which will provide com- approach  to the problem in Great Britain, 
pulsory part-time education with a flexible
course admitting of a w ide variety of interests, The National A dult School Union, foun- 
for tt.e 1 5 -  18 age group. Finally the ded by William Singleton and Samuel Fox 
Y outh Advisory Council, established in 1939, in 1798, now, in its 150th year, maintains 
has the duty of increasing and systematising over 700 adult schools. It began with the 
the work done  by the voluntary agencies, aim of meeting the practical need to read the 
backed by powers to acquire land for playing- English Bible ar.d the classes used to meet 
fields and authority to finance deserving et- on Sunday morning, as in those days the 
foils. 1  hus a more closely knit system of time available for removing illiteracy was 
service to youth, still very largely b t,sed on small. The first difficulty, the fact that people 
voluntary and unpa id  work, will ensure that were asham ed to come to school, was met by 
the adolescent has every opportunity to brid- doing some of the early teaching in the pupils’ 
ge the difficult gap between school and fully houses and the second great difficulty, that 
adult Hie and an important task in adult edu- of text-books, was eliminated by the general 
cation will have been accomplished. availability of the Bible, which met the  pri­

mary needs of instruction in reading and 
W ith this d eve lopm ent in youth services, writing to which the first efforts were confined, 

it can truly be said that the words 'adult After the 1870 Education Act a developm ent 
education in Britain will com e to signify of the work became possible, as literacy be- 
non-vocational education, concerned only came universal, but, though a steady increase 
with interests wider than those ol a single in the variety of subjects taught resulted, the 
trade or profession, though a considerable the U nion maint ined three basic principles 
range of vocational training will remain per- in its work. F irst ,  “ each one teach o n e " ,  
m anently available. Ib is  trend will increase which is particularly valuable in work with 
the most significant of recent developm ents illiterates as Laubach recently re discovered 
in adult education, the move towards informal in his Asiatic and African educational cam- 
aa opposed  to the academic approach, to a paigns; second, education is a life-long pro- 
greater sharing between teacher and pupil of cess; third, all members are both teachers and 
the tasks of teaching and of learning scholars contributing to the common stock.

, , , , . , . , . , T he  U nion publishes its own Adult School
In one sphere  that of residential adult Study H andbooks  a n d  iS fully self-supporting 

education, much less can be learned from and  undenominational, though its phi osophy 
British than, for example, from Danish expe- i9 Christian. T h is  most valuable body still 
r ie iue  is t ,ert were in j 9, only r-siden- tends to deal with the somewhat rudimentary 
tiul colli ges, all founded by voluntary effort neerJs biised on t:0.0perative study groups 
anrl .even  of them rece.vi. g grants from and on a synthesis of religion and education, 
public luricls But in the wider held the
inter action of voluntary and governmental At the other end of the scale is the Wor-
effort can again be studied profitably as, for kers’ Educational Association, founded in 
over a century, adult education in the U nited  1903 when Albert Mansbridge m ade an alii- 
K ingdom was supported solely by voluntary a n te  between the Universities’ Extension 
eflmt. It should never be forgotten tha t  in Movement, the T rade Unions and  the co- 
Englund most educational movements have operative m ovem ent which had inherited an 
aIhu been social movement*, and, in some educational tradition dating back to Robert 
c h i p s , the most lasting and valuable part of Owen. I his is a most -remarkable arid influ- 
such movements. entiul body, appealing to the intellectual elite
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am ong  the workers, and , through its special w eek  and  the technique has  now  been  taken  
Tutorial Classes (3 years of ^4  sessions each) over in its entirety by the Services in time of 
a n d  A dvanced  lutorial Classes, enabling peace . T he  Bureau of Current Affairs now 
opare-time enthusiasts to accomplish w ork  acts as a p rocurem ent agency for the  thou- 
airst of degree and then  of postgraduate level, sands  of discussion groups which have sprung 
in  I 939 there were over 7C0 of these classes up  since the war in association with voluntary 
and , though the m ovem ent has m ain ta ined  bodies of all kinds and a typical exam ple of 
high standards and  consequently  has not an their  w ork  can be seen in the half-dozen 
enorm us enrolment, about 100,000 s tudents wall-picturgs which help  to give the facts of 
attend some 3,000 classes, most of them on a life in a community and  to stimulate a well- 
yearly basis, and  12 annual summer schools inform ed discussion on community needs  
h av e  come into existence. 1 he Association a n d  the place of governm ent and voluntary' 
itself is m aintained by m em bers’ contributions effort in meeting them, 
but teaching costs are largely met from public 
funds. It is steadily increasing in numbers, _
draw ing  on people  who wisli to equip  them- ,  ̂ j  9 o ther non-governm ental agencies
selves to play a part in trade union, local sboulc* ° e m entioned  before considering the 
governm ent or other public service end  its part played by G overnm ent in adult education, 
techn ique  of informal discussion rather than an<a **’s 0®a' n w orth noting that in Britain 
formal lecturing during m eetings averaging people  turn to G overnm ent not as the prime 
ninety minutes com bines the ad v an t ig es  ot or sole agency for action but as the ultimate 
expert information and practical com m ent. resource after voluntary work has proved the 
The subjects, selected by the students, cover w,0~ “ o : . project In Bie University
a vast range and  . Imost provide an analysis of Cambridge, in 1876 London and in 1878 
of national interests. Recently, as high a Oxford began Ui iversity Extension lectures 
proportion as 20% of the classes have dealt fpr p opu la r  aud iences and now all Universi- 
with aspects of international relations and  !ies bave Extra-Mural Delegacies with a 
usually studies connected with the life of Director and staff of their ow n for work 
the community, such as history, economics w ith 'n  their area. Ih e  part the Universities 
or sociology, form the largest group, though can and  should play in any adult education 
there are also many classes for music, art, m ovem ent is very great. More recently the 
psychology and philosophy. T h e  Association B. B. C. has becom e a contributor to the 
primarily concerned  with the deve lopm en t of m ovem ent. 1 he Brains 1 rust, which started 
pow ers and  interests of a general cultural P ure ly as aI} en terta inm ent in the Variety 
rather than  of a particular nature, " h a s  D epartm ent, has become a very real influence, 
expanded  as the educational organ of a demo- despite occasional lapses into exhibitionism 
cracy of wage-earners confronted by the a . , s 80OWn how much greater than edu- 
problem s of an industrial democracy and  cationists or professionals in the arts ever 
seeking an education which would equip  it  th ink is botk tbe interest and  the taste of the 
to grapple with them ’’ (R.H. Taw ney. BTD. average m an and  woman. Its dramatic and  
Aug. 1947, p. 7). ' stimulating form can be a most useful ally and

is particularly useful in disseminating expert 
views, often of a contradictory nature, to an 

T he  th ind  Body of particular interest is audience  in an intimate fashion, 
the  Bureau of Current Affairs, started during
the war as the Army Bureau of Current Lastly comes the  official effort, dating
Affairs, and essentially a Body for producing  from 1893. Official assistance has been 
suitable material rather than one which itself indirect rather than direct, through grants  to 
Conducts cl .sses. 1 he technique is based on the University Extension M ovem ent, to 
group discussions and was first operated  by voluntary bodies and through pi in* for port- 
regimental and other officers, mostly quite u n -  time continuative education. T h e  moat 
tra ined as teachers, who were provided with interesting exam ple  of recent indirect action 
ft w eekly  brief on th e  basis ot which they has  been  the grant of a subsidy to the Arts 
c o u ld  lead the discussion. Later visual ex- Council of Great Britain which, through it* 
bibitions, m aps films, photographs and small exhibitions, concerts  and  theatrical enterprises, 
■unit libraries increased the range of available has assisted a notable revival of interest in 
material, and  there can be no doub t about serious en terta inm ent O ne  result ha* already 
the  general success of th e  experiment in re- been  the creation of m any new  dramatic club* 
m oving apathy . M en and  w om en were and  music societies, play-reading and sketch- 
equally catered for in two to four hours a ing group*, as the reaction am ong the people
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has proved active rather than passive. More collective experience of the mem bers of 
direct G overnm ent action is seen in the work the group; i t  is the task of the leader 
of the local Education Authorities which not to dominate the discussion but to act 
provide, or assist voluntary bodies to provide, “ he part ->( a focussing l e n s ’’ (Y en ' 
informal types of education and community Book of Education, 1948, p. 112). The 
training through Evening Institutes and simi- leader need  not be an expert on the sub- 
lar foundations where almost any taste from ject, but he or she should be tolerant, 
physical training to cookery, elocution classes t idy .m inded  enough to keep the dis- 
to a pigeon-fanciers' club, may find a home. cussion to relevant points and tactful enough 
A  vitally important p art in this work is played to  encourage everyone in the group io 
by the Public Libraries which may, as in participate, for the method is based on 
Leytonstonc, become centres of the communi- active participation and not on the passive 
ty’s cultural development, where gram ophone reception of information. Eventually such 
concerts or special exhibitions can be backed meetings should lead to wider reading and
by the library,s full resources. Indeed any cuU to more fo rm il  study, based on lectures
i Ural-centre, bs it a library, a museum or a by experts, after which discussion would 
church lias a duty to be alive and  thereby be resumed at a higher level and it i?
to contribute to the farther exp insion of in the provision of expert briefs that such
hum an appreciation and  enjoyment, and  it bodies as the Bureau of Current Affairs 
would be fair to say that, in England can be most useful. T he  limitations of the 
to d ay ,  these opportunities are not missed. technique are obvious; it is most useful 
Nor should the S irvices be omitted from in dealing with any subject re levant to 
any consideration of official effort, for all the experiences of the group concerned, 
make provision for continuative education and these subjects are more numerous than 
during service and for specialised training is often believed, but it rarely leads any- 
for re-entry into civil life before release. where when the group itself is ignorant 
Arrnv schools in s o n s  regiments date back of the matter treated 
to 1767 and the Educational C o rp 3 of each
Service ru.is discussion groups, brains- It might, therefore, be claimed that,
'rusts and short courses of two or three both in the am ount of work done and 
days duration. Daring the last war an in the variety of experiment, British adult 
interesting developm ent was the series of education movement is of universal interest, 
correspondence courses, run by the War So, too, are its aims u liversal. l i  the 
ollice itself, which Catered for the needs words of Nicholas Berdiaeff, “ It is a great 
of over 209,000 S ‘rvice students between error to believe that liberty is som ething 
1941 and 1943. Similar activities were easy; on til? (contrary, it is difficult 
undertaken  in civilian bodies, like the Liberty is not primarily something which 
National Fire Service, and to these efforts Man d em an d s ;  it is above all something 
u part at least of the post-wir develop- which G od dem ands  of Man, so that the 
ments in adult education are due. digniiy of M an in ay be affirmed.” (Inter­

national Aff airs, Vol X X !V, p. 103).
In all this recent work, it will be seen T he  value of adult education work in all 

that rediscovery of the discussion group its branches lies precisely in the chance 
technique iris played a part. Fund- it gives to all to affirm, within and through 
lament.illy, this m eans considering the sub- service to the  community, their dignity as 
,iect in hand  through the light of the Men.

»  — —
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N EW S fro m  WAK a n d  N EA R— ^
D E L H I -  centre to im part general education to the

A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C E N T R E  com m on m an will be o p e n e d  in the Municipal
A D C M r n w r A D  , , . C M n  U n am  Dispensary, H am ilton  R o ad ,  in the
O P E N E D  N E A R  JA M A  MASJ1D last w eek  of this m onth .

Delhi, M onday ,—T h e  second of a series T h e  dep a r tm en t  of A du lt  Education of
of Adult  Education Centres, p roposed  to be  Delhi Municipality has finished a training
started by the Delhi M unicipal Committee, course for field workers w ho  will be put in-
was o p en ed  on Sunday  at the Municipal Dis- charge  of various centres. T h e se  centres,
pensary near  Jam m a Masjid by La la Deputy which will have  w e lP equ ipped  libraries, are
Mai Jain, Junior V ice-P res iden t of the Com- in ten d ed  to foster interest in current issues
mittee and  Vice-Chairman of the Adult Edu- by arranging lectures, providing film show s
cation Board. T he  proceedings o p en ed  with a n d holding discussions. A rrangem ents  will

B ande M ataram *. sung by the  students of be m ade for imparting literacy to those who
the Municipal Girls High School and  Ram  show interest in this direction.
O h u n ’ by the boys of the Municipal Primary
S c h o o l  of the locality . ' NEW D E L H I -

T h e  Director of A dult  Education, Mr. N. L. E D U C A T E  P E O P L E  F O R  A D U L T  
Kitroo, explained the scope of the municipal F R A N C H IS E
scheme and  poin ted  out its special features. ------
H e  invited the co-operation  of the residents N EED  S T R E SSE D  IN A SSEM BLY
of the locality to develop the  Centre into a real ________
com m unity  Centre. N E W  D E L H I ,  January 4.

A  num ber of speakers, including women, . , , „  , .
spoke on the occasion and  offered helpful . A w arning that the G overnm en t of India 
suggestions. T h e  w om en  speakers suggested ,n  consultation with the provinces, should  
that the  afternoons in these centres m ight be take ^ m e d i a t e  steps to  educate  the . httJ«
utilised for their education. ma8ters “ !he 200 mill\ “n , pe.rSOf  .T 1?0 / W,Uexercise their votes on the  basis of adult tran-

Lala D ep u ty  Mai spoke at length  o n  the  chise provided  in the Draft Constitu tion— was 
civic responsibilities of the m odern  citizen in given by Mr. Biswanath Das, former Prem ier 
Context of free India and added  that the  of Orissa, this morningj during the d eba te  on 
future of the  Indian Dom inion  would largely the relevant article in the Constituent As- 
d e p e n d  up o n  the capacity of th e  average sembly.
citizen to take a legitimate part  in shaping . . . .
the  future program m e and  policy of the . AheJ  a P r o n g e d  discussion, the H ouse 
G ov e rn m en t  as well as of public bodies. ^ c t e d  a Muslim m em ber s am en d m en t  
" In  discharging these im portant duties a high aiming at the  extension of the  principle o 
degree of personal integrity and  know ledge Proportional representation  to the H ouse  of 
is essential and  this could  best be achieved by PeoPle as was ®greed ,n for the  Councl1 of 
utilizing such centres properly” , he  added . State yester ay,

Lala Deputy Mai assured  the wom en that _  P.r‘ B- R ’ A m bedkar ,  C hirm an of the 
their education was as much the concern of Drafting C om m ittee  declined  to accept the 
the Municipality as was tha t of m en and  h e  Proposal on three grounds ; firstly, judged by 
prom ised  to place the ir  request before the  merits and  in the light of the circumstances 
A du lt  Education Board at the  earliest oppor- ob tain ing at presen t m  the country, it w a i  
tunity. H e, however, informed them that not feasible as India had  the  smallest literacy 
already  one  such centre  for w omen was pro= ln the  w f rld; secondly, introduction ot p ro ­
posed  to be o p ened  in Pardah  P ark  under  the P ° rt,? nal representation in the House ot
supervision of a trained lady worker. P f ^ P 1? ,would ,not onR  lead to fragmentation

ot legislature into a num ber ot groups but
D E L H I M U N IC IPA L  also contribute to the instability of the

A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  S C H E M E  G o vernm en t of the day, and  thirdly, the
minorities might have to forfeit the  hard-w on

Delhi, M onday ,— The adult education “represen ta tion  which joint electorates, and 
schem e of the Delhi M unicipal Committee reservation ensured  for them  by asking for 
will be  pu t into opera tion  w hen  the first proportional representation ’
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ST A B L E  G O V E R N M E N T  children the better the chances of bringing
Dr. A m bedkar  drew  cheers from all parts a good world into existence, if we have no 

of the  H ouse  w hen  he  underlined  the im- children or if we limit children or dislike them, 
portance of a stable and powerful G overn- we ^ ry up  the fountain of love in our hearts  
m en t in free India  for the consolidation of an<  ̂ the tree itself will dry away afterwards’ • 
freedom  and  maintenance of law and  order. SU N L IG H T

In view of the vital principle involved in “Some p eo p je ]ay em p Hasis on discipline,
the  article affecting their representation, the some on work, others on freedom. T he  best 
spokesm en of the minorities belonging to w ay to educate  children is through joy. It is 
Muslim, Sikh and  Harijan communities were o n |y through joy you can get real discipline, 
given a larger part of the time allotted for ,t is only through joy that you can get real 
i iscussion. work, through joy that freedom has any use.

Mr. K. T . Shah h ad  the  refreshing ex- i(I. , . . . .  . .
perience today of one of his am endm en ts  Unle,ss y ° u, make children laugh, you
being accepted an d  the members of the A s- cannot educate them. A  tree cannot live or 
sembly vociferously congratulated him  on  leaves grow unless sunlight falls on it. Joy 

•his victory after rejection of scores of his 18 1<e sun ight to plants. You may employ a 
am endm ents  which he piloted daily with lar2e num ber of private tutors just as you 
dogged  pertinacity. H is  proposal a im ed at pour water at the root of a tree, but without 
providing adequate  representation for the  Joy and sunlight the ch ild  canno t grow and 
peoples of the centrally administered areas t ‘le  lree c a n not grow.
like Cutch, on the same basis as the pro- “ If you want children to grow well, try
vinces. Mr A nan thasayanam  Iyengar, Secre- and  give them as m uch joy as possible, 
tary of the Congress Parliamentary Party, who Merely giving education so-called is like 
has been  assisting Dr. A m bedkar in expedit- putting a lot of manure at the foot of a tree 
ing work in the Assembly, indicated before which is without sunlight, 
the  H ouse adjourned  that the articles relating ( .
to the provincial legislature should also be # Nature is strong and in spite of all our 
adop ted  in the next four days so that pro- mistakes children grow well. The sun is 
vincial G overnm ents could be enabled to strong, the rain is plenty and  the forests 
get going with the work of p reparing electoral grow in spite of the goats. So, in spite of the 
rolls and  delimiting constituencies for holding errors of parents  and teachers, children grow, 
elections e ir ly  next year. K E E P  T E A C H E R S A W A Y

C H IL D  E D U C A T IO N  S H O U L D  „  f c  .
u c  T U D o n c n  i r w  Referring to lialkan-ji-Bari. His tx c e i -

IH K O U C j H J J i  lency said : "This  child ren’s m ovem ent will
/ ' m / r n M o n  /-t -mT-Yi a i c *-v.ro have to be done  in the hom e and  in the
G O V E R N O R -G E N E R A L  SAYS locality. Organisation plays a little part.

L A U G H T E R  13 LIK E S U N L IG H T  Balkan-ji-Bm is a m ethod  of education main-
T O  P L A N T S  ly through joy. Parents and all teachers should

t i  r  n  i i\/r r' n  • be m ade to realise this. T h e  organisation
i . . overnor' . Cn.?ra n n * ’ ■ p ta ,?;“°  works to give the idea to teachers and  parents,patachari inaugurating the Dalkan-jrDari here

on Saturday declared th a t  the best way to “ We should have in each street a small
educa te  children was through joy. garden  and in the town a big garden and

T he  Governor-General said : ‘‘It is only arrangem ents should be m ade  to  enable
through joy you can get real work, through children to play and  find joy there, 
joy tha t freedom has any use”. “ If you have ladders there, m a k e  them

“ Mr. Kher, Premier of Bombay said tha t  suitable for children. Sf you have benches
1 am a lover of children. T h a t  is like saying there, make them low enough for children,
that a tree has leaves, There is no m an w ho If you have ponds, they should be just deep
does not love children. N o tree can grow f° r children to play.

H r *  Cj T 0t With° Ut "T h e re  should be people  there to look
'nnm m nitv  -imoncr rhWi-l - e C!| °*1 C18te OT after the children. Parents  perhaps should
"f . -.11 ch ildren  a r / t T  '  e - 1e *eave8 not be allowed to go there for generally theyot a tree, all child ren  are the same. , , £ , £ i tprevent children from playing freely. J ea-

M en try to bring up  children, but really chers should be kejit a mile away. Peop le
G o d  is bringing them  up. The more the like me should not also go, for they will
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be asked to speak  and  will m ake long adult schools. It is sufficient if it m ake9 pro­
speeches."  vision at the legislative level. It m ust pass

t i  t) ii •• D . • a h  i j-  i - i  a w e l l  designed  A d u lt  Education A ct m aking1 h e  i j a lk a n - j i -B a r i  is an A l l - l n d i a  chil- . 1  c t  -u j  -,1 • . .. i . L r , , . , . the s e t t i n g  up  ot a g e n c i e s  ot prescribed stan-d ren  s o rg a n i s a t i o n  w h ic h  w a s  hrs t s t a r t e d  in. j  j  i .T j i if j -  L .
Karachi by Mr. S hew ah Bojraj and  has now dard  by the !° Ca! b ° d,eS ° bllgatory’
b een  re-established in Bombay with Mr. B.G. Referring to the  objectives in adult educa-
Kher, Prem ier of Bombay, as P resident. tion, mistaken for literacy work, Dr. R anga-

p  p  j  ^ omj}a n a th an  said: “A possible mistake is to regard
M A H K  A n  A! ' ~ ' a duit educa tion  as equivalent to  literacy work. .

IIAnioA AIL This mistake often creeps in consciously or
F IG H T  A G A IN S T  IL L IT E R A C Y  unconsciously. Great vigilance is necessary

---------  to keep  out this mistake. Acquisition of bare
Dr. K. N. K A T JU ’S C A LL literacy is often taken  to m ark the  end of

. , , ,W7 r, ,, , . the responsibility of the agency for adu lt
M ahisadal (W est BengaU, January  4- education. O n e  has  to be taken  far beyond

T h e  G overnor of W est  Bengal, Dr. K. N. bare literacy to enable  one  to use o n e ’s
Katju, who arrived here on a short visit literacy for self-education
yesterday, addressing a largely a t te n d e d  Dr. R an g a n a th a n  m ain ta ined  that to post-
public meeting said that now that foreign polie the £urther educa t  on of aflujt8 tiJj
rule had come l o a n  end  in India, the people  literacy was established am ong them  was
should direct their fight towards overcoming apo ther  possibIe mistake. D ep en d en ce  on
illiteracy, ill-health an d  o th e r  evils. literacy, "he averred, would delay  the educa-

Referring to the prevailing high prices in tion of adults more than  was necessary, or
the country, the Governor said that these were good for the country,
only temporary and were sure to pass off, W1TH W H Q M TO BEGIN
Such difficulties, he  said, were being ex p en -  _  . , .
enced  even by countries such as E ng land  h*1' R a n gana th an  stated that th e  limited
w here  food stuffs were scarce and  scarcity ^ s o u rc e s  in teachers, m oney and  eq u ipm en t
condition  was much more acute th an  in this must first be issued on those who could
country. T hey should rem em ber that freedom benefit most eael[>'’ " ^ a n in g  thereby that the
which they had achieved after 10C0 years was recruitment to the adult classes in the ear. er
priceless and no difficulty should d am p  years must be severely selective. It is the
ihpiv cmirit. persons ot the upper  quartiles that should  be

preferred , a d d e d  Dr. R angana than , “ T h e  
Earlier, His Excellency unveiled a M artyrs’ spotting out of the up p er  quartiles is not now  

M emorial.—A P I,  consciously done. It is not even  contem-
M Y S O R E -  p la te d ’ .

N E E D  O F  A D U L T  ED U C A T IO N  F O R  ^ aying “ * d,rectiyeT Dr- R a " « -nathan  suggested that it must be m ade  clear 
IM P R O V E M E N T  O F  P E O P L E  that each adult education agency must first

’ concentra te  on the literate adults who had  left
Dr. R A N G A N A T H A N ’S P L E A  TO SET off school before becom ing mature enough to 

- U P  S U IT A B L E  A G EN CIES be interested in cultural subjects.

“ A dult  education  is a vital necessity for Stressing the urgency of establishing public
the nation to use its in d e p e n d e n t  status for the libraries, Dr. R anganatha  n observed ; If
im provem ent of the people  both at the compulsory elem entary  education is intro-
material level of food, clothing and shelter duced , as it must be in order not to ad d  lo the
an d  at the m ental level of en ligh tened  parti- load of illiteracy any longer, the public 
c ipation in the affairs of th e  nation which libraries becom e quite necessary not only for
democracy conno tes ,1’ observed  Dr. S. R, the use of literacy to p rom ote  the furlhei
R an g an a th an ,  in his presidential address to education, but even to retain the very literacy,
the sixth All-India Adult Education  Con- of the new  generation  of a d u l t s ' .
fe rence  he ld  here  today  at the Crawford Hall. Dr R angana than  dep reca ted  the tendency

Dr. R an g an a th an  proceeded  : " T h e  State to imitate Great Britain blindly in this matte;
should , therefore, tak e  up  the provision of and  to  urge the Indian universities to develop
the  agency in  its hands . T h is  does not m ean  an extension side. H e , however, felt that this
necessarily th a t  it  should directly run ail country should  look to the Scand inav ian
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countries for models and develop the agency N A G P U R  —

!h" universities? '10"  i ^ pSr .d „ , ly  ° [ TRUE M E T H O D S O F  E D U C A T IO N

In this connection Dr. R an g ana than  sug- Dr. R A D H  A K R 1SH N  AN'S V IE W
gested the establishment of an association m  , 1A <<r, ,
be tw een  agencies for formal adult education Nagpur, January 1 0 : Education is a
and public libraries because thev were mutu- c° -?P eratlve ^ t e f p n s e  betw een the teacher 
ally d ep en d en t  at all times. ’ and  the pupils where there should be a shar­

ing not only of instruction but also of feel- 
Outlining the nature of the agency to be >ng,” observed Dr. S, R adhakrishnan, in the 

created, Dr. R angana than  rem arked : “The course of a discourse here yesterday evening, 
agency for adult education must thus be in- The work in the educational institutions a t
d e p e n d e n t  of that for formal ed u ca t io n —be present h ad  not been m ade a pleasure for
it school, college or university. It must be the boys and  girls who a ttended them with
in d ep en d en t  of that for informal education tbe resuh that they usually went there with a 
‘ the library - though it must co-operate with sa<̂  countenance, 
it 1 hi* separate agency should not be left T l , . , , , ~
to be s e tu p  by. philanthropy as hitherto. W e- . • g trUC metIiod of d u M t l o n ' D f. 
have left behind us the age w hen  private nan continued was not to impose o n e s
philanthropy was possible on  the scale re- ‘“ eas ° n ° thers but Just to comm unicate  o n e ’s
quired for the purpose. Nor is it wise to though t* to othei;s and lef e  the recipients
h ive this agency to develop in a casual e’r1? wn Judgment in arriving at con-
m anner  in each locality. elusions. T he  correct attitude of the teacher

towards the taught was typically exemplified 
SIR C. V. R A M A N 'S S P E E C H  by wbat Lord Krishna, co nsidered to be the

greatest world teacher, had  told Arjun w hen 
Earlier inaugurating the conference Sir be sr id  “this is my opinion and it is for you 

C. V. R am an  stated: “If you want to educate  *° act a3 y ° u think fit.”
people  you must first m ake them feel it is „„ i j  u , . . ,
worthwhile to be educated, History has t  J °  ed,| Ca[IOnW,t1h
presented  examples of m en who tried to t f  devel° PT ( ° l . the
educate  democracy, were misunderstood and 1 "  ’’ phy8'c d  8pmtUal fac,lltles-
m ade to suffer. Socrates, Copernicus. Galileo Earning o n e’s livelihood or finding a
and  Mahatma G andhi came under this cate- career, however essential, was not the sole
gory. Therefore, proceed carefully in well purpose of educ ition which was a seco nd

lought out plans. birth to m in  s life. Every hum an being was
“Rnnka »q icr^nfa ^  l | . incarnate of the supreme spirit and  as such

m une  with / r e l f m n  7. U3J °  T " - each had * 9- ^ rk spirit in him. M an 3m une with great min is, are another educative «.«* r  A i. • j  •
factor. Real education is the capacity to S ' 7  1  !lu e , that supreme: spirit and ,t
'inrlpvofnnrl o.*^ j  j  l* WdS *or the teacher to fan the spark into
in hum an hfeh” 8UpremC g° ° d and  great thinS8 flame. The teacher had to respect the indivi­

duality of the pupil and  not consider him as 
Sir C. V. R am an em phasised what he cal- one  tbe mass, 

led the fallacy of political argum ent about Defining the term “Secular State ’ which 
literacy. It was wrong to think that once a India was to be un d er  her new  constitution,
man was m ide literate he would vote for the Dr. Radhakrishnan  said that it m eant not
right candidate  in an election. H e n c e  if we merely that we tolerate other religions but 
wish to m ake the com m on m an happy , save that we appreciate, recognise, and sym. 
bun from poverty, dirt and disease, the pro- pathise with all religions and faiths and 
blem should be tackled at the very root, and  there  would ne complete freedom for all to
the  cause found out. 1 here was no use appro- practise and follow their respective faiths,
aching this problem with a hundred  year old A  secular State did not mean a god les9 or irre- 
mentality. Let us begin afresh with clear ligious State but that there  would be no 
flunking and  not make this a political problem special privileges for the followers of any 
and  tackle it essentially as a hum an and  social particular religion or faith, 
problem which should be tackled with a cold- !£ ’ . . . . . . .
b looded passionless scienhfic ap p ro ach ’’ he , . “  we recoK'>19e the equality of all hum an  
concluded. beings, then we realise Swaraj and the bliss

of true Ireedom.
I Imei of India, Bombay. ---- -—
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LITERATURE FOR THE NEW-LITERATES 17"

( Continued from page 72 )

in  conclusion I have  a few recom m enda-  j  .
tions to m ake to this conference. "  ,k P  ' " 8 book-sellers  a tthe cost of the Railway or the  G o v e rn .

( I )  T h e  G o vernm en t be requested  to open  m en t a p p o in t  them on  com m ission
a publica tion  dep a r tm en t  of adult basis,
literature and reasonab le  rem unera- ' .... . . .
tion be paid to authors who can really '  '  !T e adult  litrature d e p a r tm e n t  of the
write good literature for the adult- G o vernm en t be m ade  responsible
literates. to conduct book-fairs during festival

occasions like the K o ta p p a -K o n d a
(2) The G o vernm en t be requested  to T irunala.

publish the newly p rep a red  literature l • , _
or else subsidies a private publishing U nder  the auspices of the A ndra  Desa
firm to the extent of any p robable  G randhalaya , 1 atamata, Lar.ka,
loss on such publications. Bezwada, the G overnm en t be request­

ed to organize a net-work of libraries
(3) T h e  G overnm ent be requested  to urge in e rc h  village and  com m unity  on

the Railway authorities to a p p o in t  grant and  aid basis

INDIAN JOURNAL OF ADULT E D U C A T I O N  

A D V E R T IS E M E N T  R A T E S

( Payable  in advance  )

Fullpage. Half page. Q uarte r  page 

Back cover page ... Rs. 24 13 7

Inside cover page ... Rs. 20 II 6

A reba te  of 25% & 124% in the above rates will be  a llow ed for advertisers 

entering in to  yearly and  hslf-yearly contrac ts  respectively.
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Greetings and congratulations to The Indian Journal of A lull Education on its 
entry on its fifth year of useful work...l look forward wi.h confidence to the valuable 
assistance of the I] kE in this connection ( port-war Djvelopmjn'! ) who n th :  time (or an 
advance arrives — John Sargent. Educational Adviser to the Government of India.

‘ ...Already made its mark and is no.v indispensable for all those who are interested 
in the Adult Education Movement’ — Amiranalha Jha. Presi lent, I. A. E. \ .  and Vice- 
Chancellor, Allahabad University.

‘ ..This journal has been rendering useful service to this important educational 
cause which is, untortu lately, being d iven somewhat into the background on account 
of the urgent preoccupations of war.’— K Q Siiylda'n Educational Adviser, Bombay Govt.

‘ ■ Must be in the hands of every worker in the cause of rural reconstruction and 
adult education’ — Educational India.

‘ .. .Contains several articles of value, interesing reviews £of the progress and present 
position of the movepent...valuable suggestions tor improving the work ..reviews of educational 
literature...’—The Hindu.

‘ We congratulate the manageme it o 1 this ve lture and have great pleasure in 
recommending it for the libraries of tchools, cdlleg sand t 'a l i ing  institutions’ — Punjab 
Educational Journal.

' ••• Publishing articles as it does from distinguished workers and critics, this journal 
provides a challenging and stimulating survey of the most modern thought iv the department 
of Adult Educ uion...’—The Social Welfare.

' . . .  This magazine bids fair to be of large value in keeping workers in the field in
touch with each other — the news items are copious and informing.’— Christian Education.

‘ . . . I t  is certainly a very fine journal and fat ahead M anything that Adult Education
In India has hithe to pr od teed. I am fascinated by the articles on village adult
education. They see n to have got a good way ahead of what I knew in my time in 
India.’ — Dr. Harold Mann.

‘ I wish the Ind'an lournal of Adult Education to continue and increase its sphere 
of usefulness. — Sir Jogendta Singh, Member for Education, Viceroy’s Executive Council-

" Congratulation 01 this creditable paoer.’ — Mr. and Mrs. Ogden, Kasgan), U. P- 

Office : Quaker C enfe ,  24, Rajpur Road, Delhi.

Printed at tiro I. M H. Press, Mr. Ranjit M. Chstsingh, Printer and Publishir 24 Rajpur Road, Delhi.
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NEW ORIENTATION NEEDED.
i j 6 . e<̂ lIcaJ*0na  ̂ circles all over India contact with the masses, who understand  their 
ooked forward to a radical change in our patt- day to day needs and necessities and who have 

eV'. ^ national education after the a tta inm ent capacity to act as guide and friend to the 
o in ependence. Many, like the Indian Adult harassed human-beings huddled in hundreds 
Education Association placed before the power of villages in India- Indifferent teachers, 

lat be the nature  of the problem and its unsuccessful lecturers and unimaginative 
so ution bu t our Governm ent was no t able to bureaucrats  can hardly do the job. Edtica- 
make up its mind. While the G overnm ent ad- ting Tndia is an il adventure ”  in the true 
mits tha t  there is a need for new orientation it  sense of the term. The Education Depart-  
lias not been able to clearly enunciate the new ment of Bombay under the guidance of 
aims and objectives of our educational system. the great educationist, the P rem ier of 
Perhaps its preoccupations to solve the multiple Bombay and under the headship of tha t  

itncnlties which confronted it  after the attain- brilliant educationist who today occupies 
™.p.nt ° ‘ independence might be responsible for the position of its Educational Adviser, 

ns failure. has realised it, as is evident by its nam­
ing its official journal as “ The Adventure 

T he  haphazard and unplanned manner in o f  Education Unless the Union Govern- 
which the Social Education plan is being ment also graples with the problem of 
Carried on shows how the Ministry of Eduea- education in a spirit of adventure  and 
tion has not been able to adjust itself to the  experiment with new organizational machinery, 
requirements of thp new situation. W ooden- perhaps, far removed from the old, alien 
headed bureaucracy has been put incharge of a official set-up, its chances of success are 
work which requires human organisation to bleak. Time and again we have suggested 
achieve good results People who have no idea tha t  in order to make Social Education a 
about the new life which is pulsating through- success the government must work through 
out the country and who have no living non-official agencies. W herever non-official 
contacts with the human material which we agencies have been associated with the work 
have to mould go about publicising of Adult Education, marked success lias been 
astounding results which in the long achieved. Tn Mysore. Bombay and Delhi 
run would turn  out to be illusory. Social there are non-official adult education councils 
Education as conceived by people who have and boards which have done very good w ork 
power to make the experiment a success is no and achieved substantial result-', heartening 
education at all. If  giving instruction in three both to the masses as well as to those who 
R  s is bp end and be all of social education it  want masses to be educated. N othing has 
would be better if the Education D epartm ent been lost even now. The Union G overnm ent 
fitops it  and saves the tax-pavers’ money. N or can still change its ways and we on our 
can teachers train to teach children or young part  are alwavs at the disposal of our Govern - 
boys and girls be expected to pu t this into ment to cooperate with it for carrying out our 
practice. F o r  making Social Education scheme life’s m is s io n -“to make man of man” , 
a success we require men, who have a living I

$  C. D.



Adult Education in Bombay City
P R O U D  W O R E  O F  C O M M IT T E E

The gallant band of teachers of the Bombay City Adult Education 
Committee, who are trying to fulfil a  plan of educating the 10,00,000 illiterate* 
of the city, are faced with problems of varied nature, not the least being the 
harrowing poverty of the workers and their inhuman living conditions in the 
chawls.

The vast majority of the illiterates are workers in the mills and the fact that
1,50,000 adults have seized the opportunity of receiving basic education under 
these conditions during the last nine years, speaks well for their innate urge 
to  learn.

Mr. B. M. Kapadia, Special Literacy Officer, out of a total bf about 750 men and women
accompanied by Mr. Y . C. Gaikwad and Mr. who attend the classes conducted in Marathi,
K.B. Kasotia, the two Deputy Literacy Officers, Hindi, Gujerati, Telugu and other provincial 
early in March took a group of journalists languages, all over the city.
round a few chawls in Parel, Sewn Dadar and The LR Officer. explained that it  is the 
Bhendi Bazar, to give them first-hand know- u  to  find as m teachers a9 possible 
ledge of how adults were educated in the ? 50 fHron/ the workers themselves as they were best
c!a«set conducted by the Committee. ab)e to understand the problems of the pupils.

At the post-literacy class being conducted At present there are about 770 teachers of
by a Moulvi, in a library at Badu Rangari whom 89 are women. 40 supervisors aid these
Street, nearly ten shopkeepers and small traders, teacher* in conducting the classes which are
were being taught advanced theory about health, held during day and night to suit the con­
current topics and civics. Classes are divided venience of pupils. Eight Assistant Literacy
into two types, ( i ) Literacy and ( i i ). Officer* including two lady officers look after
PoBt Literacy. The first type classes work and inspect these classes every night. The
for 4 months, with three sessions every year, Special Literacy Officer with the help of hi*
and the second runs for eight months aiming at two deputies and the 8 Assistant Literacy
making the adult completely literate. Officers look after the whole organisation.

In the Municipal sweepers’ chawls at Val- P R O B L E M  O F  A T T E N D A N C E
pakhadi, 20 women huddled together on the , , . , , . , .
floor were learning their letters in Gujerati. , The problem of attendance, which is poor, 
A large batch of children who were not will- been met to some extent by organising
lng to  leave their mothers at study got in the cultural shows and cinemas during the work to
way, bu t it  could not be helped as there was no arouse the interest of workers who are rendered
one at home to take care of them and the aPath^ ,c £th?ir *PPalllng conditions,
women made the best of it. The efforts of the chawl committee which looks

after the attendance and discipline, have been 
P R O U D  A C H IE V E M E N T  helped by such programmes.

Tjle who rT , ht L UP At Love Lane. Hathi Baug, a large crowdproudly the s ates on which they had written wag ,chi a film show> arranged by the
their names for the first time m their lives. r torate of Visual'Education. But s.irpri-
£  at * r ' \  9T P\ ri, eX̂ f f l n,; :g Singly enough the commentary was in English,
h i.  difficulties, said that besides the difficulty R^ r' sentatfonl have been made to the authori-
of women who were on night duty, attending j * , fi]ms in Indian languages with-
the cla e., the problem of husbands who were 80 far. At present the Special
not willing to allow their wives to go to u  l  officers meet the problem by re p la c
e a r n ,  hi preference to work at home, was ing the commentary in a local language by an
a *o on* of the factor, contributing to the poor J * ra  microphonei Whenever the story of the

film makes a new turn. The films are mostly
Tb* total number of women attending the educational on subject* like geography, hygian* 

l i te racy  and Poet Literacy elaaees i* only 11? and social problems.
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STUDY UNDER STREET LIGHTS year and the resti* collected■ iro n  the publi*
From March 7 the City Adult  Education Com-' 

Among other classes visited was one of mittee hopes to start  about 1,100 classee for 
young workers from U.P. who were studyiug for about 30,000 adults.
Hindi on the footpath by insufficient street
light, and classes a t the B E ST  chawls where In spite of the best efforts of the City 
conditions were more human. Adult Education Committee, i t  6eems a matter

In the cleaner B E S T  chawls, classes were ? f d ° ubt b° wufar thekWOr^ rs) o f , Bo“ bay .can  
conducted on every floor. A group of workers ?e educated by such methods alone, without 
Were found studying the history of the city of improving their living conditions. The mental 
Bombay. The teacher also read to them the state of a worker who spends his life in a
daily newspapers and problems were discussed, room six feet by ten feet along with twenty

others, atter a day of hard labour, is not con- 
Rupees nine lakhs have been spent during ducive to the pursuit of knowledge, 

the last nine years for educating 1,50,000 adults
in the city and to this amount, the Bombay Someone remarked when we finished the 
Government has contributed half. The Bombay tour, ‘ We must educate the Government 
Municipality contributes Rs. 2j>,0Q0 every before we educate the workers j ”

Adult Education To Make Common Man Happy
AMORE URGENT AND DIFFICULT JOB,,

B Y  Mr. A .G .  V IL V A  R O Y

Demon Ignorance is as old as Adam. T H E  F O R D  O F  S O U T H  IN D IA
Yet it  seems easier to conquer Death than \ *  n  ta xt -j  c  n  ■ u  .  .  ’ ,  ,
to subjurgate this old devil H e looks well Mr D. Naidu of Coimbatore is already
set and making merry under the roof of his eaPif'g - 0 . ,  „ , slfng 6 p aiz® P |ant

2 h .tr  ! - dhiii — * D ” idr a T . " '  S i r S s
b r t k  S X S d l K  ‘r  »"«f* *° - v o lS t io n is ,  food production
power Ignorance and Poverty  together. As a r," . a ']. , i u,lgrei m,uc Quicker than even
positive effort Adult Education will make the * a • 0 e,"*!i s, wofd,s '
common man happy. ^  a lphabe t  • Wltb<?Ut"  this there can only be rumours, gossips, tales

F O O D  A N D  L IT E R A C Y  and superstitions.” Besides Mr. G. Naidu'a

The simple antidote to hunger is food. ®f ! ? Ppi0t  “ 3
Grow-more-food is the common slogan though ir>lrP pthnrl - f tn bi * & M .  I ?°
G R O W -M O S T -F O O D  ought to be the order j k methodb of “ aku ' f  adults i t e r a te  in any

.. . «  . . b i  . ■ language within 40 to 60 days. L e t  us make
° fi t '  f t * '  C ° mPetr t  W ? 6. t °  ) '  adlllts i te ra te  Quickly and as quickly make dis-

p l n n t n T 1"!! A can be raised on CQVeries like Mr> Naldu^  re4ach them through 
a given plot ot land and so much food ought to , • . , j  , . . .  . * ,
be raised, the necessary co-operation and faci- Slmple’ >;m; ted ™ rd al9,°- ** l s “ ot ru “ our and 
lilies being found. Growing less than the esti- g° !81p thaf  W°fuld refacb tb\ jf» ™ er tha t way 
mated maximum ought to be deemed anti- but accurate intormatiou which he caa read and 
social. To achieve this level of food produc- “PPrec,I*te independently a t h i .  owu leisure 
tion consolidation of small holdings and co- an t0,ivenlelice'  ̂ ^
operative farming are the first requisites. Sueb D R IV E  F O R  L IT E R A C Y
intelligent and efficient co-operation is itn- Let us have the courage to do things aright, 
possible. among a set of illiterates. Lenin to spread adult literacy side by side with other 
discovered it in 1918 and decreed first an development drives. All the publicity material 
all-out drive against illiteracy among adults, printed and distributed by the varioui
In  fact adult literacy among peasants is the nation building departments can be got
secret behind the freedom from hunger enjoyed recast iu the simplest possible regional
by Russia to-day, A Do.wn-With-lUiteracy languages and made accessible to the
Driye is quite possible in a non-eomm.unistic adults rapidly made literate. Like tiny quality 
state like India. of Mercy it would bless the departments wtth

3
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effective propaganda and also the vast majority knowledge and literacy through them in a 
of adults with intelligent understanding of pleasant way, while children of school going 
what these agencies mean to them. Incidental-, age are about 14 per cent of the population, 
ly, it  would save Adult Education a big slice adults form about 70 per cent. Hence the 
of cost on continuation reading material. Local spread of literacy among adults is a much big- 
libraries and clubs can provide for other kinds ger job. While teachers are not available for 
of reading material. child education in adequate numbers it is no

« , .T t o i M D u o n o  use depending on teachers to do the whole
V IL L A G E  C A M P A I G N  work among adults. L et the literates every-

I t  was a Chicago broadcast that gave many where mobilise themselves, from local adults’ 
years ago the motto “Education and recreation clubs and spend as much time there as 
united they stand divided they fall” . There is they can spare in teaching illiterates and semi­
need to organize Adults’ Clubs in every village literates and that way help in putting down * 
and every ward of towns iu India and spread ignorance and poverty. {Deccan Chronuld)

Sixth All India Adult Education Conference
“ If you want to educate people  you Sir C. V- R am an  and other delegates to 

must first make them feel that it is worth the Conference.
while to be educated  , said * Sir C. V. (A fte r  Dr. R am an  had i naugurated the
R am an  inaugurating the Sixth All India Conference, Shri C.H. Chandrasekhriya, the 
Adult Education Conference held in Cran* Education Minister, Mysore proposed the 
ford Hall on December 3d, 19-i8, in the pre- name of Dr. S R. R angana than  to take 
sence of about 3000 persons, including Shri t j,e Chair- The proposal was seconded by 
K.C. Chetty, Chief Minister Mysore, Shri C.H. Shri Kasturi Raj C. Chetty, V ice-C hancellor ,  
Chandrasekhriya, Education Minister, Mysore. Mysore University)
Shri Kasturi Raj C. Chetty, Vice - Chancellor p D c c in i tM T IA l  An n R F S <5
Mysore University, representatives of Central, * RES1DEN1IAL ADDRESS.
Provincial and  State Governments and  of Dr. S.R. R angana than  of the Delhi
the  Universities and delegates from all University in his presidential address said adult
parts of the country. education was not literacy work. O ne  had

Speaking on adult education, Dr. R am an  to be taken far beyond literacy to se lf -
said that he discounted any political argu- education.
ments in its favour but would appeal to Proper directives, he said, should be
the educationists to view it as a sociological given by the State, making it clear that
and  hum an  problem and tackle it after a each adult education agency  must first
careful study and understanding of causes concentrate on literate adults who had  left
for th e  misery and  unhappiness  in society, the school, before taking interest in cultural 

Sir C. V. R am an  said a literate man could subjects, 
not be called educated if he failed to H e  expressed the opinion that the present
appreciate the great hum an values of life. technique of teaching was wrong and that
Education, according to him, he said, was a new method was necessary for adult
contact with noble m en and their works schools. Much also d epended  on the teacher
and the educative influence in every individual for the working of a flexible curriculum
was the contact they had  with great men and specialized technique of teaching,
who should show the right path to progress Dr, R anganathan  stressed the need  for
a n d  prosperi'y. a Department of Adult Education to c o -

Concluding ’Sir C. V. Ram an appealed  ordinate activities with libaries, universities
to educationists to take a dispassionate and secondary and  elementary school. He
view of the whole problem, casting aside suggested creation of the post of a National
all prejudices and  try to evolve a new Director of Adult  Education by the Union
method to tackle it based on  cold scientific Government.
reasoning. After the Presidential address, Dr. Amar-

Earlier Mr. M adiah G ow da, Chairman natha Jha, the President of the  Association 
Reception Committee and President Mysore in his inimitable style, full of wit and  

u A dult Education Council welcomed humour proposed a vote of thanks to Dr,



C.V. R am an. After this the Inaugural Lastly Sri S.V. Srinivasa Rao, Principal 
Session came to an end and the conference Vidyapeeth, Nanjangud, read a paper  on
proper began. “ V id y a p e e th "  giving a clear picture of the

i he Conference h ad  received messages n,ew experiments tha t he is carrying on in 
from H.E. Shri C. Rajagopalachari, H o n ’ble fh e , o[ adult ^ c a t m n .  . T h e  paper  was 
M em ber Abul Kaiam Azacl, H on ' ble Raj- both N om inating and instructive, 
kumari Amrit Kaur, H o n ’ ble B.G, Kher, The fourth session started on 31st Decem-
Shri R .R . Diwakar, S ri  S. R udhakrishnan  ber, 48 at 8 a.m. with Dr. S.R. R angana than
Shri R.N. l agore of Shantineketan, Ernest in th e  Chair.
Schipp, President National Adult School r . c  d  r v - a  • a • ^
Union of London, Mr. W.R.L. W ickham  = Janab  S.‘ ^  Uidwai, Acting Genera l
of the British Council, Mr. H.B. R ichardson, Secretary, Indian Adult Education Associa- 
Provincial & State Ministers and  other tl0n ^ d r e s s e d  the house. H e  m aintained 
educationists and  adult education  workers tbat tbe ? N ect ° ‘ a,dult education is enlight- 
in India. enm en t first and  literacy later. H e also

dilated upon various m ethods that he has 
I he second session started at 10-15 a.m. successfully followed in the  various adult 

in Cranford Hall. I he proceedings started education centres organised by the Jamia 
by an  address from f£. G. Saiyidain Esq. Millia Delhi.
Educational Adviser to the G overnm ent of r-. n  , , . , . , ,
Bombay on the meaning and technique of , .L?r’ ^ anganatnun ‘t a n k e d  him  for his
adult  education. This address was followed by iucld and  instructive speech, 
a very lively discussion, in which Mr. Saiyidain After Janab 5. R. Qrdwais speech, report* 
replied to all the questions put to him, on the work done  at various provincial

After him the following read interesting centres an d  the results achieved were read by 
papers which were followed by discussion : Messrs. N. L. ivitroo, Director Adult  Educa-

tion, Uelhi, A.G. Vilva Roy, A dult Education
1. Janab  M oham ed Ismail Sheriff, Labour Officer, Madras, W ajanendra  R ao  of Hyder-

Commissioner in Mysore on “ Adult  Educa- abad , D. D^venesan ot Christian Council 
tion with special reference to Labour ”  and  Principal P . S. A braham  of i rivandrum,

2. Shri B.M. K  ipadia, Secretary, Bombay Papers by Mr. B.M. K apadia  of Bombay 
City Adult Education Council on S tudents and  Mr. L. G. N ene of Gwalior were recorded
role in A dult Educa tion .’ t h e n  Mr. , rarold H orne, representative

T h e  third session started at 2 p.m. with ° ‘ tlie N ational Council oi Y.M.C.As in  India 
Dr. S. R. R an g ana than  in the chair. d a PaPer oil * ostering Social and  Civic

Sense through Adult E ducation  ’’ and  Shri- 
T he  following persons read papers : mathi Kam eswarainina of Mysore spoke on

I. Sri P. Shivshanker, Vice-Principal, “ L earn  through recreation ’.
Law  College Bangalore on ‘ Some Aspects  of Dr. Kini, Direcror of Education Jodhpur
Adult  Education in cities.’ also spoke tor a lew  minutes on the work

2. Miss M. N. Seetham m a, M.A. on  done  at Jodhpur.
“ Some neglected aspects of A du lt  E duca tion” A lter ten the meeting concluded and  the

3. Shri M. J. Prakasam on “ Adult Educa- delegates immediately started for N uijangud
tion through Community C entres”. see die new experim ent of \  idyapeeth .
A  CL ■ D v  w  . • I  ,  „ .  at v idyapeeth  the delegates spent a very useful
4. Shri B. K. JNarasimhamurty ol Chikmaga-* hap p y  hour and  a naif, s e e in g  tne students
lur on A dult Education . a t w ojk  ancj a t play. t h e  guests were tre-

After this a keen  and  interesting discus- ated to a sumptuous lunch by me Mysore State
sion took place on the vexe d question of Adult  Education  council. 1 he visit was u 
“conscription of s tudents for adult education Brd nd treat to quote Di. R angana than .
work ” A  resolution suggesting that couscrip- [ h e  fifth and the L st session of the Con-
tion of s tudents  should be resorted to tor the ference started a t  2 p, m. in  the Cranford 
adult education  work was m oved by Shri T. Eiafi,
Krishnamurty of Mysore, I his resolution
after a good deal of debate, was referred to the  lb e  Conference adop ted  the Acting
Executive Committee of the Association, on General Secretary 8 report, the audited
the suggestion of Shri S.C. Dutta. accounts and  the budget, It passed the
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following resolutions ;— official agencies to take up this work in an
c i j  ... adequate  measure, this Conference is of the

T h .s  Conference places on record its opinion that expenditure  incurred on it by
profound sense of loss and grief at the pass- iyate bodies Qr ;n#titution8 8hould be reco 
ing away from our midst of Mahatma Gandhi niged by the Government. of Province9 and 
who was not only the greatest political and g tateg ag approved expenditure entitling them  
social leader that the world has produced in ,o H n _aid in tbe 8atne way as is at preaent 
many centuries but also rhe greatest adult a„ ow ed for oecondary education, 
educationist, in the deepest and truest sense
of the word, of our age who devoted  the 6, W hile  thanking the Central Govern-
whole of his life to bringing about that moral m ent for sanctioning this year a token non- 
and  intellectual reorientation of this genera- recurring grant of Rs. 5000/- ns said to the 
tion which is the real task  of adult education. A I  E.A. this Conference expects that, in 

. ,V7I . . .  i i j  order to help the association to extend and
1. W hile  appreciating the s eps a lready  deye , it8 8phere of activities as a clearing

taken by some Provinces and  States to star houge of inforrnation an d  an  Ail India co.
training centres for field workers in adult ordinating body the> Goverment will sanction 
education this Conference requests the a auitable recurring grant-in-aid for the 
Governm ent of India to start a central association, 
training institute for training superior staff for
organising adult educa tion  an d  conducting 7, This  Conference earnestly requests
researches and  experiments in the principles Provincial and  State G overnm ents to make 
and  techn ique  of adult education. suitable grants to Provincial Adult  Education

2. T h is  Conference welcomes the new Associations to assist them in their work.
scheme of social education which aims at g This Conference request,  the Provin-

",8 and deeper  connotation  to c;a, and  g ,ate Adult Education Organisation .
A dult  Education and  to include social and tQ Hberal|y aesi9t lhe Central Association with
civic training in it. It wishes, however, to fundg so that it may function more effectively
place on record its considered opinion that both aa the Nalional Organisation of India
all workers and  authorities promoting .octal gnd algQ as a liaison body for the purpose*
education should take scrupulous care to see q{ international work, 
that their civic education does not degenerate
into party propaganda  on  behalf of any poli- T he  Conference placed on record its
tical group. grateful appreciation to Shri R .M . Chetsingh

3. This Conference recognises the need  the . o n g o in g  General Secretary for the
for adequate  use of audio-visual aids in adult services rendered  to the Association ever 
education  and in view of the technical nature ainc« it* inception and expressed happiness 
of work and  the  costs involved suggests the [hat he would be available to us to continue 
G overnm ents  in Provinces and States should hi* g ^ a t  services to the cause of adult educa-
set up properly  inter co-o rd ina ted  agencies tion and  the Assocjat.on which he had he lped
for the  prepara tion  of films, slides and  pictor- to find develop  Dr. A m arnatha  Jha who 
al charts for supply ‘ at cost price ' to associa- ™a8 P re8ent ln the house stated that he had
tion . or institutions engaged in adult education. „wrltten to M r- Chetsingh on behalf

of the Executive.
4. This Conference  is emphatically  of

the op in ion  that it will be prejudicial to the The resolution thanking the following
best interests of the country to hold up  the was also passed.
sc h e m e ,  for expansion of education on the , Mygore ^  authoritieg> ticu.
plea of financial stringency. W hile educa- Shri C. H. C handra .ekhriya , Education
tion should, a .  a whole be given priority Minist Shri Kasturi Raj Chelty, Vice- 
•  rnongst the nation budding activities of the C hance„ or My8ore Univer8ity and the R e c e p .
G overnm ent in Province , and  States, adult Committee of the Adult  Education Con-

' education should in the present se up of the ference gnd ^  A „ , ndia £ducation
Indian U nion  receive high priority in all Conference 
schem es of educa tion  expansion.

. . .  r 1 • r i , 2. Shri r .  M adhe G ow da, President,
5 ln view of the importance of adult Mysore State Adult  Education  Council and

education jn the present condition, of India Shti P, G. Muthirpa, the Local Secretary for 
gnd with a view to help and encour-ge non- the Conference : and

6 StXTH ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION CONFERENCE



3. The G overnm ent of India and various On the evening of 29th December. 1948 
Provincial and State Governments and the the President and the members of the
Universities of India who very kindly depu- Mysore State Adult Education Council were
ted delegates to the Conference. ‘A t H o m e ’ to the President and the dele-

i  l i i n  , gates to the Adult Education Conference at 
n , q p  p vote ° i  tha"k9 '°  ‘he Pre« dent, the Exhibition Hall. The Chief Minister

r. a. K. Kanganatnan, the Conference came and other ministers were present. Covers
to an end. were laid for about 200 persons.

Novel War On Illiteracy
The C. P. Social Education Scheme, the I t  is therefore proposed that the word 

biggest, perhaps the most ambitious experi- teacher so far as it  relates to the schemes of
ment in social reform yet undertaken in India, Adult and Social Education be interpreted to
turning illiterate adults into enlightened citizens mean and include a person or society qualified
within a period of five years, has taken to teach the Social Education syallabus and who
rapid strides in the first nine months of its voluntarily offers himself for imparting Social
working. Education to a class of adult illiterates. This

rpU , j  i n  i- r ,  n  will entitle a private person or other agencies
The scheme was sponsored by Pand it  D. P. to remuneration and reward E

Mishra, Home Minister, the object being to
acquaint every adult with the ever-changing The proposal tha t  a remuneration of Rs. 5 

✓  currents in the social, economic and political per mor,th for monsoon and winter courses
life of the country and to instil in the and reward of Rs. 2 per male and Rs. 5 per
adult faith in himself and in the future, female adult who has Adult Education Certi-
Pandit Mishra felt that in order to make the ficate> be sanctioned to a teacher who conducts
people fit for adult franchise it was necessary a c âss ^0 adults with an average attendance
that they should understand their responsibili- a mouth is under active consideration of
ties as citizens. the Provincial Government.

In the nine months that the scheme has Radio  Installations, 
been in operation 76,401 adults — 51,046 men .
ftnd 25,355 women — have obtained Social n  AS par t  , ®ooial Education scheme.
Education Certificates. Government has placed orders for 1,000

radio sets and 2,000 batteries to be installed
117,063 adults were enrolled in the 4,838 ' n rurfd areas- O f these 500 will be H. M. V„ 

classes of which 3,165 were for men and 1,673 M-arconi. 150 Murphy and 150 Phillips, 
for women. A t 251 camps held during the The totol cost will be in the neighbourhood of 
year the services of 7,377 volunteers including Ps  * ^H is .  These radio sets will be given to the 
1,901 women were utilised, the total number of L000 Nyaya Panchayat in the province. A
those who volunteered for work being 13,328. proposal is also there to appoint a Radio

Engineer and Radio Assistant for the proper 
Target O f Scheme. maintenance of these radio sets.

The main object of the Scheme is to liauidate i ^ . itk “ to enrolling adult workers and 
illiteracy in the province in five years and for S o o i ^ F d  teacher.! r nj?d collecting _ funds, a 
this purpose, it is realised, it  is necessary to L ^ w ^ b r  W't i , h<vi ln ^ nKP" r
engage private persons and various other J  t0 i u ea " " I
agencies to take up the imparting of Social * .acquaint the people with the scheme of
Education to the people. ' 80c,al education. The M eek held under the

auspices of the Nagpur Social Education Asso- 
I t  is felt tha t the missionary spirit and the ciati°n the aims and objects of which are : 

desire to work with a spirit o f  sacrifice have 1 . To promote literacy ; 2. to spread useful
f r t]T ? l n 2 ? Pe0Pi e t0- *x tm t  knowledge on subjects related to the people's

quired to undertake this work without some all-round welfare; 3 , to in it ia te  social
incentive in the ehape of remuneration. education activities : 4. to serve as a Central
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bureau  for information and advice concerning had taken root, the obvious signs of which 
social education : 5. to prepare and supply were that the movement was passing from 
slides, charts and f i l m s  and to undertake Government to people’s hands, and that, there- 
publieation of suitable books, literature, and fore, its fruits were well within the reach of the 
bulletins; fi. to arrange public lectures, demon- needy in the near future, 
strations. and exhibitions for the furtherance PnnsiemoK1
of the object ; 7. to affiliate social education TT , . . ,
organisations; and 8. to organise a social eduoa- Tf e - p o s t e d  to the Association that a 
tion week annually. number of retired people who hact willingly

submitted themselves to spending time in 
G o v e rn o r ’s Advice. idleness should be persuaded to form an as-

The Social Education Week was innugurat- sociation and harness themselves to the task of 
ed by FTis Excellency Shri Mang'aldas Pakvasa, sne!al education of the masses.
Governoi of 0. P. and Perm .  ̂ The wjvps 0f these people, who also thought

Inaugurating the Week, the Governor laid that their retirement with their husbands was a
great stress on the nped for mass literacy cam- matter of course could also make good use of
pnigns and observed that rpa r t  from anv other their time.
considerations, literacy was a torch that would U  Aung Min. Chief Executive Officer of
dispel the darkness of ignorance. Hie Conno;1 of MaRS E d „ cr,timi, Burma, who

Tn our land of 15 per cent literacy he felt, has been touring the province to study the
no single institution, not even the Government, Social Education Scheme of the 0. P. Govern-
could undertake the pnormous task single-hand- ment. at an “ At Home” described it as a really
ed and it. was therefore a very laudable move great work in the education of citizenship and
on the part  of the citizens to come forward and said i t  was a pleasant surprise to him to find
organise such a Social Education W eek in women keen on social education. Forge ahead,
thp town. he advised, while the enthusiasm lasts. Don’t

Qi • p  i , i ,• r let it die down. Iip urged. ITe called upon the>hri Pakvasa announced a donation of , , , .A ,  UPa 500 fn • m e * !  c educated middle class people to join thisrts. .alii to thp Assoeiation for thp purpose of ■> . . .n-, * „ j :r„ crnnrl i:u„„„, t, *i , , crusade against illiteracy and added it  co-a good library tor the post-literacy classes. . f • •. „ „ „ i j  i „3 operation was forthcoming it would not be
Pandi D. P. Mishra. the father of the Social difficult to make the people worthy citizens of 

Education scheme, addressing a meeting of a worthy nation. He. wanted Tndia to take 
students, teachers, and members of the Nagpur her rightful place in the Commonwealth of 
Social Education Association, held as a part Nations, but first, he said, illiteracy would 
of the Social Education Week programme, have to go and the people be fitted to shoulder
observed that the Social Education scheme their responsibilities. (Free Press of India)

Objectives Of Adult Education
TRAINING CITIZENS FOR CIVIC DUTIES

By

N. L. K 1 T B O O  Direetor : DELFT f ADT7T,T E D U C A T IO N  R O A ED

The Constituent Assembly has declared which should Fie realised without delay. Every 
that the next elections will be based on adult right conferred on the people postulates^ the 
suffrage and that all men and ‘women above existence of informed and intelligent opinion 
the age of 0 | wj|| bnVfl (}K. rrnht to vote. among them for the proper exercise of that 
All progressiye section - of society cannot right. Tf every adult is to exercise his vote 
but appreciate line decision of the Lsembty. properly, if is necessary that he should know 
It is only under adult suffrage that the rule what the vote means and what results are 
of the people, bv tie pfe»p!,.. and for the likely to follow from a right or wrong use 
people can be fuFv realbed. Any limitation of it. And where this knowledge is absent, 
placed on the right to ynt« is to that extent a it is our duty to take adequate measures to 
negation of true dflinocra impart such knowledge and to awaken the

intelligence of the voter so that his right 
But adult suffrage has certain implications be exercised for the good of the country,
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U nder the circumstances, the problem of Delhi Scheme.
Adult Education in India is assuming an im­
portance which, i t  is no longer possible to . The education drive in India has to include 
overlook or ignore* ’^s sphere many and varied fields of activi­

ties. In tins connection, the Delhi Munici- 
O u r  Government as well as the people Education Scheme may be described,

are recognising that a rational approach to ^  has set before itself the following main 
the promotion of education at all stages is activities, 
indispensible to real progress. Already a
number of Provinces and important States 1- E D U C A T IO N  F O R  H E A L T H : The 
have before them schemes of Adult Education activity would include education for personal,
which with varying degrees of earnestness domestic and public health and for achieving 
they are attempting to implement. There is, results, the organisation will co-operate with 
therefore, no dearth of enthusiasm for this the Municipal Department of Public Health 
cause in the new set-up of Tndia to-day and in instilling into the minds of the people the ba­
the prospect is very favourable to social workers sic need for a healthy life, healthy habits and 
who may concentrate on this aspect of national healthy surroundings, 
reconstruction.

f .  E D U C A T IO N  F O R  C IT I Z E N S H I P :
Literacy Aspect. Under this head it will promote civic under-

When, however, we come to examine the S ' ^  ^  c°-°I1fi™tion ; ' " d in doin2 so* i t  
thM  b »v ,  W n  f . rm .A te d  »nd th .  * ° ' " 1 " * “ * * •

steps that are being taken to puisne the schemes 
in the various parts of the country, there is
no agreement either on the principles or the 3. E D U C A T IO N  FO R  D E M O C R A C Y ,
details. Most of them are frankly literacy U nder this head, the scheme proposes to foster
literTcv ’fa t t s  1  ? '* *  T i f  ‘he people a faith in thei> own intelli*
0 ^ 1  l  thi count,'y- The idea appears gence, a will to so lv e th e iro w n p ro b lem s .co -  
o be that the_ low percentage of literacy in operatively, a readiness to resppet the worth 

this country is a challenge to the self-respect of every individual regardless of caste or creed 
ol a tree and independent India which "has the or social status, and a desire to fraternise with 
ambition of taking its proper place on terms each other on terms of absolute equality
of equality with the progressive nations of the V y'
world. An effective claim to such a status , _
among the nations postulates an equality with m w w 't U U C A T IO N  IN R E L F -G O V E R N - 
them in the matter of educational progress. * 'E N L . The people would be trained to 
f t  is, however, forgotten that literacy is not rec^ n,Sfi and discharge their duties and obli-
synonymous with education. The mere ability Bnf,ons. as much as to claim their rights as
to sign a name or write a small letter does metnbprs of the Municipal Organization, 
not guarantee the ability to read and under­
stand the daily paper or a book or a poster. 5. E D U C A T IO N  F O R  R E C R E A T IO N :

The scheme proposes to organize recreational 
In this age of science, it  is not even neces- facilities in which the citizens would be en- 

sary, though it is very desirable, to be able to couraged to join and where- they would learn 
read in order to acquire education and know- !’ow 11 profitable use of their off
edge of the most significant problems of modern honrs- 

life. O ther means in many respects, much more
effective than reading have been discovered 6. C U L T U R A L  A C T IV IT IE S -  I„ these
Whereby useful information can be imparted centres, the residents of the locality

. .e passes. The radio and the films are have opportunities of meeting together,
outstanding examples of moderp means which both in mornings and evenings and the stall'
progressive countries are pressing into service provided by the Adult Education Hoard is
m  carrying out adult education drives. available for help, suggestions and guidance in

ry ,„  r< l t i* i organising these different aspects of adult edn
schemes G w T e * , r e them SUch ? tin"' As these centres increase in number.
tTon Of ’*nb S ey r  l*reqUir$ H  c. ° r T ra ’  the 8Pher* of their and usefulness would
S i l m i s S  b°d,e8 a nd individuals to  grow. Each centre maintains library and

ct Ve m,ans of education an a  a reading room. Books in Hindi ,„d ' Urdu
' 1 e’ and papers in English, Hindi and Urdu urn

ilf liM U iB fc iin  rinm ii i i n r r r  -~ tir
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provided for the use of the members. Papers The Wardens are taking steps to0 set up in- 
nnd books will be read out to the illiterates formation bureaus in their centres where the 
by the Assistant Warden of the centre people of the locality can obtain helpful infor- 
A radio set is provided in each centre and mation on all the various problems that face 
interesting and instructive programmes are the citizen in his everyday life. The success 
announced on the notice board beforehand, of a Centre Warden would be measured by 
Lectures, discussions and dramas and physical the extent to which he is able to enlist the 
culture programmes are arranged by the support and co-operation of the members of 
Warden ■with the assistance of the members. the locality. An ideal centre would be one in 
Local problems are considered and discussed, which all the responsibility is taken over by the 
and in so far as is possible, practical handled, locality which the centre is out to serve.

EDUCATION IN  A DIVIDED WORLD

We Must Train Students to be Effective Citizens
Pointing out tha t a child’s educational op- should be a major concern of public

portunities vary greatly from state to state, schools. Their purpose should be
from city to city, and from school to school, Pre- threefold: education for citizenship;
Bident Oorant proposes that, in the next 25 years, education for the good life ; education
conditions be brought up to the level of the best for jobs,
tha t now exist.

(5) Helping youth to find their own talent9 
r a t t e r o  for Public Schools, and guiding them in the choice of a

Dr. Conant proposes this pattern for public suitable occupation should be a func*
education in America : tion of the h 'gh schools.

(1) Continued local control of the schools, (6) Two-year terminal colleges would be 
As far as possible the elementary added to local school systems, to pro-

schools should be the direct responsi- vide vocational training and
bility of the local people. Only thus training in citizenship at home, since
can the school serve the community.” board and room is the biggest cost in

/0\ T , . . , , , attending college. Roys and girls
12) Increased aid to local schools from headed for white-collar work in busi-

state taxes. In recent years, it has negs and for semiprofessional work
become more and more evident that wo„ld attend these institutions instead
the taxing power of the local com- 0f gojn„ t o a regular four-year col-
munity is not broad enough to support jp_e
the type of school required by our
modern society. . . The taxing power (?) Qn] b nnd gir]a headed for the
of the state as such must be invoked professions would attend the regular
in order to provide sufficient funds four-year colleges and universities as
f o r  the local schools of many cities, preparation for professional studies,
towns, and rural areas. To open these 0pport,initios to the best

(3) Federal aid to education in the states. qualified youths, some Federal scbolar-
” The resources of certain of our states ships would help finance their educa-
are. aimplv insufficient to finance the t i ° n ilWJ'y from home.

. t s  airrii, t 'A ?
burned will,in L ' - S J r ' W * . t a b ,  objectives of V  ot

'necordinj. *

philosophy and an expositure of its
(4) To instil loyalty to democratic ideals methods.” This he calls “the. number

in future citizens, ‘ democratic living” one educational need of the moment.”
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H ig h e r”  Education “General education” is the name given the
Sending all youths to college is not the f f ort to„ raeet the firs‘ of these needs, 

answer, Dr. Conant takes issue with the P re-  “ ere, a cT “ 0n C0!'e . ,of ]earnJ11n£ ma>’ ,be 
sident’s Commission on Higher Education in f  la . by all boys and girls, regardless of what 
its belief that, enrolment in graduate and business or profession they expect to euer. 
professional schools should be increased 170%. 11 h
H e warns that if we educate more doctors, 6 um am  ies‘
engineers, scientists, and college professors Dr. Conant argues that the humanist to-day 
than our economy can support, the result as always, must relate his work to the current 
will be “frustrated individuals with long eduea- social and cultural scene.” and that art and 
tion and considerable intelligence.”  And from literature in the public schools should be 
such peoph come the leaders of antidemo- related to ethics, the welfare of society and 
cratic movements whether they originate from emotional happiness of the individual, 
the right or left.”

-.Tji .1 ^  study of literature is useful for the future
Whether a man or woman goes to college answer, doctor, business executive, or public 

should depend on the amount of education servant “who needs to be wise in his under- 
necessary to the work he plans to enter. Dr. standing of human beings.” Hut “why should 
Conant would do away with the term higher the future truck driver, shoe salesman, bank 
education which implies that those who do teller, or assemblyline foreman read the 
no go to a university or a four-year college are English classics ? Or, for that matter, the 
orever on a lower plane. future astronomer prolozoologist, or research

If we Want to move toward a more flexible (dlem' st ? ......................................................................
social structure, we must consider the final Dr. Conant answers : “ To be ignorant of 
years of formal education not as a privilege of • < ■ , ignorant oi
those Who can afford to pay or to be won by 1 l  whlC\  thc; P.resent technological
.  few «•,<[, higli scholastic skill, b , t  s o n t c h i ^  £ V' S a t S i d ™ , , ' , !  t o  t°o b e '°a t I to

C r .  v o lT io n s Ve" t0" ,h ' ir be  giving
you reasons why this and that are so. Litera-

Since the bachelor’s degree is the badge of t lll'e Is part  of the history of the race...a  
respectability for most Americans.” Dr. Conant record which appeals by its very nature to 
proposes a degree of H. G. 8., (Bachelor of all manner of people. This story of our past 
General Studies) be given on completion of must be read in order to enable us to appreciate 
this two-year course. the present.

High School Education, The $ tudy  ef Ma||#

tr„ ;T I ,n °j. American public is to A set of common beliefs is essential for
ihJ  B \ ° n t ' ! ° Vt e? ectfJe Clt,ze,1f lllp and at  the health and vigour of a free society. And

ame time to train gifted youth to take up it is through education that these beliefs are 
advanced study for professional work. developed in the young and carried S w a r d  fa

The justification for spending public funds ,ater l l fe ” 
on a system of free sceools in the TTnitpd r.
States.” Dr. Conant says is threefold • " * °  D r  ( onant suggests, tha t  the public schools

‘ teach the beliefs which are the common in­
ti) We wish to insure a vigorous deve- heritance of Americans ot all faiths-the sacro- 

lopruent of this society in accordance panct nature of the individual, the individual’s 
with oui tiaditional goals (education obligation to other individuals, and the need 
for citizenship). of our society for a high degree of personal

“(2) We desire that as many of our citizens W m d  ends' 1’0 ^  ^  00- ° parHlion 
as possible may lead fruitful and satis- °
fyiug lives (education for good life). "The future citizen wc desire to educate

“(3) We realize that in order to pro-per s’bo,,ld strong loyalties and civic courage, 
as a highly industrialized m , t L  we ' ll(^  loyaltie oughtto .b e  to t  he type o society
must find and educate all varieties of T  a .e  envisaging and to the United S ta te , as 
talent and guide that talent into the the h° mC ot th,S

ea,pl0y,nent (vocil* “Demoratic living” in the schools is of 
tioual education) ” the first imnortam.M and „w,,v
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should be “to inculcate a democratic attitude, modern technology, is the most likely way to 
a lack of snobbery." arouse their interest."

N a tu ra l Science, P rep ara tio n  for C ollege.
. . .  „ , ,  r , , t-. n  . Dr. Conant believes the boy or girl who is
In his own .field of study Dr. Conant sug- ; to professional training should get

gests that teachers reject the extravagant fhree skil) as a minimurn, in high school: 
danns for the scientific method as a modern Writillg English, handling mathematics in so 
Aladdin s lamp and quest.on the validity of far .lsBarithm etic and algebra of an elemen­
t s  assumption that the study of physics trains 80rt are c0„Cerned, and ability to read
the mind of the future statesman . with concentration and some degree of under-

fcjtudents should be given “the conditions of standing, 
scientific inquiry - th e  nature of the assump- “The Content of the secondary-school cur- 
tions about the external world winch are riculum is not so im p0rtant for the talented 
essentially those of commonsense. youth as either tKe defenders of the classical

“Then if we seek to spread more widely the tradition or the innovators of modern times
desire to examine facts w ithout prejudice and would sometimes have us th ink...Irrespective
to glorify the bold and impartial inquirers of of former schooling, brilliant students show
the 20th Century, we should go to other fields unremarkable ability to do outstanding work in
than natural science ...R ather than leave in College.
the minds of the pupils the very dubious pro- I„ the teaching of a gifted boy or girl,
position that the methods of science are ap- ] r̂> Conant lays down three tests .fo r the 
plicable to all m anner of practical human secondary school : 
affairs we should show how legal methods of
inquiry have been used in Anglo-Saxon coun- tl)  1 he intellectual interests ol the student
tries, ' must be keenly stim ulated during the

( - entire last four years of his school
'Likewise we m ust study the rational work,

methods of merchants, m anufacturers soldiers,
and statesmen which were employed with “(2) The student should get a belief in  the 
considerable success for generations—long relevance of formal study and book
before any idolatry of the word science’ came learning to the problem of the day.
over the academic horizon. “(3j The ability to knuckle down and do a

Despite difficulties and criticism of the hard intellectual job, the willingness to
method, Dr. C onant believes that “for young go through drill in order to appreciate
pupils the presentation of general science in or understand something t°  which
terms of understanding the earth, the atmosp- it  leads, is essential to advanced edu-
liere, the process of life, and to some degree cation,” (Ce/on Observer)

NEW S fro m  FAR a n d  N E A R — ^
NEW DELHI— certificates. Delhi Municipality has opened 60

centres and about 800 persons have registered 
R A R L IA M L N 1 1N IE R P E L L A 1  lONfe themselves at these centres. In addition there

Am ji,T E ducation  are a number of casual students. Information
regarding the number of institutions and stu~ 

The Chit i Governm ent Whip reply on dents in M adras is not available, 
behalf of the Education M inister informed the
House th a t the adult education scheme had So far the C entral Government, he said, had 
been introduced in the provinces of Bombay, given only block grants for general develop­
e d  and Berar, Madras nnd Delhi. In Bombay m eat to  provinces and no grants for specific 
there ;ue 80 adult education centres and purposes such as adult education had been 
about 1,000 adults arc attending each centre. given. B ut in view of the importance of social
In C. ) ' and Bom r (151 camps of social edti- education Governm ent had provided a sum of
cation were opened in 1518, where 41,274 men Rs. 90 lakhs.in the Budget for 1949-50, for these 
and 20,924 women got their adult education specific purposes.
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BOMBAY— A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C A M PA IG N  IN
L IT E R A C Y  C E R T IF IC A T E S  F O R  C JT Y  2000 N Evy L IT E R A T E S  IN  P A R E L

A D U LTS Mr. S. L. Silam, M.L.A., Secretary. B.P.C.C.,
The four-m onth literacy s. s. on in the f t eS1<Jed ovf  attended meeting of

adult education campaign conducted by the Ir T i p  ‘t® P amodaF  Iiew
Bombay City Adult Education Committee ^ a l l  P are1, yesterday night, when certificates 
term inated last week with the aw arding of n! L iteracy  were d is tr ib u te d to  a thousand new 
100 literacy certificates to M arata-and-H indi- S who ?omPlet<;d their four months,
speaking adults. The certificates w“ e aw ard- C0Urs® la8t week'
e d a * *h,ree w ell-attended gatherings a t the M r. Silam stressed the urgent necessity of 
A dult Education centres in the w orking class making every Indian literate as India was 
aieas ot the city. free now. l i e  appealed to the students to take

rî i . . UP this work in right earnest and said tha t if
ih e  new sessions of classes were started  a t the 40,000 students, who appeared fo r the 

the begmiug of this m onth a t each of the three sehool leaving certificate examination every 
CCU Ies’ u6?r’ C0ldd be compelled to teach 25 illiterates

In the essay competition organised by the LO Iacs of u e o n l 1 ^ °  T  |efxa“ in!ltion’

students has been recommended by the Judges
for the composition of a student of the diddnar- . Mr. P. T. Borale, a member of the Bombay
tha  College, while the prize for High School stu- City A dult E ducation Committee under whose 
dents goes to a pupil of the G. T. High auspices the m eeting was held, narrated  how 
School. The special prize for girls has been tlle literacy campaign was handicapped by lack 
aw arded to  a student of the Victoria H igh of funds- and appealed to the G overnm ent 
oohool. b and the Bombay M unicipality to give adequate

, _ rTT. m „  funds, if Bombay was to be made the first fully
A D U LT E D U C A T IO N . C O M M IT T E E  literate  city in India.

i h e  G overnm ent of Bombay has reconsti- M r. B. M. K apadia, Special L iteracy  Officer, 
tu ted  the Bombay City Adult Education Cora- thanking the President, said th a t the Bombay 
m ittee with Mr. Cluimpakal Gr. Modi as its ^ ity  A dult .Education Committee received a 
President and Mr. R. V, P aru lekar and Mrs. gran t a t the rate  of 5(J per cent, of the expendi-
K ulsum  Sayani as V ice-Presidents for a period tu re  from the G overnm ent of Bombay, while
of three years, from March 15, 1949. The tke B om bay M unicipality promises to increase
members of the reconstitu ted  Committee are : the presen t g ran t ot Rs. 25,000. Even then

in an annual expenditure of over Rs. 4 lacs,
Mrs. G ulistau Billimoria, M rs K am ala there would be a deficit of over a lakh of rupees,

rL .A  E  Borale, Prof. R. Choksi, which had to be met by donations from the
M r. H hirubhai Desai, M r. S. S. Desnavi, M r Public.
«  n  Beshpande, M r. Y. A. Fazalbhov, Mr!
M i. (Fokha e,(a representative of the Bombay MYSORE 
M ill Owners Association) Mr. M oinuddin
H arris  (a representative of the Bombay M unici- A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  IN M Y SO R E  
pality), Miss K apila K lianddala, M r K  4 ' mi n  r
M antri, Mr. M auoharlal Mehta D r K  s ’ I h e  G overnm ent of Mysore have decided,
M hasakar, Mrs. L ilavati K . M unshi (a rpnro.' aS kart1 , lts Bural Development Scheme iuau- 
sentative of the Indian M erchants' C h am b er) Unrated last month to intensify adult education 
D r. T . R. N aravane (a represen tative of the tbr0ughout tke b ta te - A certain  am ount of 
Bombay M unicipality), Mr. S. K . Patil P ro f P ^ p re ss  in this direction has already been 
V. G. Kao, Miss A. B. H. J . Rustum iee M r P achieved through the efforts of the Mysore W 
K . Savant, M. L. A., M r. M T  Vva* t h ! Adult Education Council, which has been iu 
Educational A dviser to G overnm ent and the exlstcnce dunng  tha Pa8t nine 
E rec to r of L abour W elfare D epartm ent. Since 1948, up to the end of the financial

M r H \1 o year 194i-48, the Council lias m ad- no Ichh
C o m m i  3P 18 tke Secretary of the than 1.54,007 adults literate, by conducting 

Hpir'■jiii’! - ■ • Io.4o9 clauses.
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The Council has also opened Vidya M an- last month at the invitation of the National 
dirs where follow-up courses are prescribed for Christian Council of Nagpur, it  is understood 
those made literate. The Vidya M andirs are here.
supplied with books and magazines b> the The Sub-Committee on adult education of 
Council which has so far printed about eight ^  Ma(Jras Advisory Board of Education 
lakhs copies ot three text-books and about niet an February 14, under the chairm anship 
six lakhs copies of adult education senes. 0 f Mr. T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar, Educa- 
The work of supplying books to these libraries t jon Minister, to utilise the presence of Dr. 
is done by a central library established in Laubach in M adras for furthering the anti- 
each d istric t ot tiie s ta te . illiteracy campaign. The Committee also

The Council's programme of adult educa- considered plans for adult education work to be 
tion also includes visual instruction with the undertaken next year with the grant that may 
aid of films and revival of village arts and be available from the G overnm ent of India.

games’ RS. O N E  C R O R E  F O R  A D U L T
The Council is m aintaining a Vidyapeeth L IT E R A C Y  D R IV E  IN P R O V IN C E S  

at Nanjangud, 12 nules from Mysore. The ______
Vidyapeeth gives short course in village it r IT FR  f t 4« iq  HIT
panchayat adm inistration, organisation ot co- N O . O f I L L l l L l i A l L b  BASIS O l 
operative societies, cattle protection, village ALLUliMEJN i
reconstruction, and other allied subjects. The Governm ent of India’s one crore

The Council’s finances are derived main- rupees allotm ent for the promotion of adult 
ly from the Education Departm ent of the S tate education m the f roymees will, i t  is gathered 
Governm ent and from public sources. Since be apportioned on the basis ot the number ot 
1941, the Council has spent Rs. 16,19,167, of illiterates in each Province, 
which Rs. 15,23,01)0 came by way of^ gran t This decision was, it is learnt, taken  at 
from Government. For 1943-49, the Council the recent Conference of Education M inister 
has received a gran t of rupees five lakhs from jn Delhi.
the Governm ent— API,. , . . xl _   ̂ , ,,

The method by which the Central allotment
MADRAS— of Rs. 50 laldis for the development of Basic

Education in the Provinces was to be appor- 
A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C O N F E R E N C E  tioned was also discussed at this Conference.

Mr. T. J. R. G opal, O rganising Secretary Certain schemes and suggestions for the 
of the South Indian Adult Education Aosscia- spread of adult and basic education in the 
tion, M adras, in a communication, says that a Provinces were also discussed, t  he expendi- 
live-day adult education conference will be tu re incurred iu working out these schemes, 
held in the City in connection with the v isit it  was decided, was to be divided between 
of D r Frank C. Laubach, Special Counsellor the Centre and the Provinces on a fifty-fifty 
to  the W orld Literacy Committee of America basis, provided the Provinces contributed an 
in the last week ot March. A local arrange- am ount equal to tha t given by the Centre, 
mouts committee has been formed The Con- J t ig understood th a t the M adras G overn- 
ference in  which workers rom all over South ment are d j sohemes for the spread of 
Ind ia  will participate will be organised under d u  education and the training of teachers in 
the patronage ot the G overnm ent and under basic education. 
tlie joint auspices ot the South Indian Adult
Education Association and the N ational Chris- The possibility ot the M adras G overnm ent 
tiun Council ol India. F u rther particulars can opening more. Basic Training schools, in addi- 
be had from Mi T. J. R. Gopal, 99, Godowu tion to the 17 schools already proposed to be 
S treet, M adras 1, opened was hinted a t to-day by an official

spokesman.
m  DR. L A U B A C H T O  V IS IT  IN D IA  C O M P U L S O R Y  B A SIC E D U C A T IO N

W ell-known American Authority On A dult PL A N S  BY M ADRAS G O V E R N M E N T
Education -----—--

1 , M a d r a s : The M adras Cabinet
Dr. Frank C, Laubach, well-known American bas tentatively approved a scheme for the 

authority on adult education, visited Ind ia  introduction of compulsory elementary baaio
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education throughout the province in 15 years No people can ever hope to become g reat 
with an ultim ate recurring cost of Rs. 445'44 happy or prosperous who prefer to  wallow in 
lakhs fo r basic schools, and Rs. 24’74 lakhs for the filth of ignorance and stupidity. In* a 
th e _ train ing  of teachers, said M r. T. S. Avi- democracy the stakes are greater still, because 
nasilingam Chettinr, Education M inister, in the there the general masses govern the destinies 
Assembly of the nation. India is now a full fledged

p T,.i „ .. , ,. , dem ocratic state, where tlie percentage of illi-
S f F i J % h  r « ' » ! ' » » « .  If

education had been accepted as the declared T j t  m«nd, thinf  ™ tlme ™ 'dd 
policy because they were convinced that it r " led bv,^ " o r a n t  masses,
was the best type of education thatcould be 4 n d  kind of a rule would that be ? 
available to the country. Therefore, Tndia has launched an all out

T , offensive against ignorance and illiteracy,
n the next four years all the train ing  This m ust succeed if we and our fu tu re  genera- 

schools in the province would train  teachers on tions have to live a decent and self-respecting 
made the basic education line. life.

The G overnm ent of India have provided ^?ut  cann° t  be achieved unless T, you 
a sum Rs. 50 lakhs for the train ing of prim ary ~-every one of us puts his shoulder to the 
school teachers. They have made it  expressly wheel.
clear th a t this money will be available for This w ar has to be won, and tha t depends 
tra in ing  teachers in basic education ” the Minis- upon Y O U  t depends
te r  said.

The M inister added that the G overnm ent ^  W  S° '1S t0  d ° their du ty '
or Tndia wore also considering the giving of a L ot it  not be said of you that you failed
gran t on a 30-70 basis Off) percen t, to be given f our country in the hour of her need, 
by the Central Governm ent and 70 per cent, by Ceiilon 
the Provincial Government) for a scheme of
compulsory education on basic lines. U N D E R G R A D U A T E S  M A Y  H E L P  IN

a i • i , , A D U L T  E D U C A T IO NA comprehensive scheme has been drawn
up for opening five model orehnrd-enm -nur- U ndergraduates may be required to take a 
series in the different regions of the province, ^ anc  ̂ ,n the new Adult Education Scheme that
said Mr. K . M adhava M enon, M inister for is now being considered by the Acting Director 
A griculture in a w ritten reply to a question in °* Education, Mr. W . A. de Silva.
the M adras Assembly to-day. rp> ___, ,  , , .

t “ e Problem of educating the bearded.
From  the point of view of long-range j -w ' ’ I*'#S c.oneede-d has to be solved on a 

planning in fru it research, the m inister said th a t l 1 footing to that of the school-child, 
a proposal for opening three such stations in from the point of view of instruction aB
the different regions of the province had been We as t ie G^estion of discipline,
sent to the Indian Council of Agricultural Re- V arious methods of app roach to deal 
search fo r financial assistance. with the instruction of adults were recently
M 1IR1—  discussed at a conferenee of D irectors of

U R  Education from different parts of Tndia a t a
W A R  A G A IN ST  T L L IT R A C Y  conference held at Mysore.

-------------— Mr. de Silva, who attended this conference,
C. P. TN T H E  V A N G U A R D  told an “O bserver” R epresentative tha t some

of the suggestions made at this conference may 
The N agpur Social E ducation Association be usefully adopted in Ceylon to  suit their own 

has issued the following appeal :— peculiar conditions.

“Citizens and countrym en, your country is The problem in Ceylon, he said, was not
a t w ar and needs your active support in every acute as in India, where they had to con-
way, in order to  bring it  to  a successful con- tend  ^  , w idespread illiteracy, fn Ceylon
clussion. most of the adults, who would be covered by

„  , , ,  ^ e  schema had “lapsed to illiteracy” , by
Remember, your country s future, your neglect of the studies they had a t an earlier

fu ture depend solely On how you act to-day. stage, The education of such ease--, would



therefore  n o t p resen t insurm ountab le diffi- M r. R eddi, who was addressing the students
lti of the Senth ikum ar N adar College this m orn-

• * ing  added th a t national w ork a t the p resen t
T he question of finding teachers to  conduct (juncture lay in doing one’s du ty  well, consci- 

classes had  also to be solved, and  the sugges- entiously and efficiently. H e  asked the stu- 
tion th a t undergraduates should be periodi- dents to  help in rem oving mass illiteracy 
cally en tru sted  w ith the education of these which he said was one of the main problem s 
adults, will be exam ined. A Special Officer facing the  country. T hey  could not have 
is to  be recru ited  to  take  charge of the adu lt effective dem ocracy in the coun try  unless the 
education scheme, which is to be established mass of the people w ere m ade literate. Mr. 
as a system atic educational service th roughou t R eddi rem inded the studen ts th a t the founda- 

Islond '  tions of a S ta te  were being laid in India
to-day, and they m ust be careful to  see th a t 

M FFR1H T those foundations w ere no t w eakened by any­
th ing  they did or said. “Criticise the M inistry

A D U L T  ^E D U C A T IO N  A F A  1L U R E  and its work, b u t do not underm ine the S ta te” .
he declared.

D.VAJ o “ra, T , i S , o o U ™  “ S  M r ,  R eddi advised  the s tu d e n t, n o . to

a m  m s s .  %
N ow here in the d is tric t has the scheme pro- ahead.

to  . L a te r, M r. G opala Reddi laid the  fo o .d a -  
tn e  “ ucation  d u  tion stone fo r housing a lib rary  and reading
concen tra te  all s p o o ls  m eant fo r ad u ^ e d u c a ^  attached to  the K sh a triy a  V idyasala High

° p  ffistidc^a^^^iw esenf6^  School. V irudhunagar. Mr. R eddi said th a ttered  all over the d is tr ic t as a t present. ^  we)fare ; nd prosperity  of the coun-
. try  depened upon the  studen ts who w ere the

V I R U D H U N A G A R — citizens of to-m orrow. L ib ra rie s  and reading
rooms, he added, could play an im portan t role 

L IQ U ID A T IO N  O F  M A SS IL L IT E R A C Y  in m oulding the  fu tu re  citizens and enabling 
M IN IS T E R S  A P P E A L  T O  S T U D E N T S  them  to  assum e leadership  and take in itia tive

in m anaging the affairs of the country.
M r. B. G opala  R eddi. F inance M inister, ,

G overnm ent of M adras, to-day called upon the P ro f. Franco, Principal of the College,^ wel- 
s tuden ts to  cu ltiva te  the hab it of discipline and corned the M inister and Mr. C hengalvaioyan 
capacity  fo r hard  w ork. proposed a vote of th a n k s .- F .  O . O.
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The more mechanistic aspect of Behaviourism from the Psychiatric Social W orker before 
has reinforced this attitude even among some they themselves can make a normal relation- 
psychologists. The picture of the child as a ship with the child. The same is true  to a 
developing individual, capable of displaying lesser degree in general education in the hand- 
certain achievements a t various stages, and ling of children, that is in child guidauce in 
actively going out to meet the world, is not the w idest sense. This makes it v itally un­
sufficiently stressed. po rtan t to establish really good contact w ith

the groups to whom one is talking. M odesty, 
L astly  there is the question of social patience, a lack Of dogmatism forttied by con- 

adjustment. O ur culture is for the most part fidence* a quickness to sense the mood of the 
extraversive, though not so emphatically so as audience and a knack of assessing the level a t 
th a t of the U.S.A. One has to fit into a bust- which to talk, a natural way of speaking so 
ling and com petitive social structure. Y ounger th a t with the most upsophisticated there is no 
and younger becomes the age of meeting one’s hint of talking down, and above all an ability 
contem poraries; the hustling, noisy atmosphere to reassure ; these are some of the qualities 
of the nursery school soon engulfs the toddler, needed by those engaged in this sort of work.

, Testim ony from the prim ary school suggests D is doubtful how fa r they can be cultivated 
tha t this is all to the good so far as concerns D r they so much depend on stable qualities of 
the social adjustm ent of the majority. H ow- personality, bu t it is perfectly certain that they 
ever, the senitive, in troverted child does not aye n° t  limited to professional psychologists, 
usually make such happy contacts. This early lh o se  tu tors taking sessional or tu toria l classes 
failure dogs him throughout his school career, i*i psychology m ignt quite naturally, w ithout 
and ultim ately he may tend to become seriously hi any way forcing it introduce a little more 

g maladjusted because of demands made on him discussion of children into the course. 
r which he cannot satisfactorily fulfil. He is not

acceptable to  his teachers who describe him This work is still in its very prelim inary

w n lf” H  7 T C° ;° Pera " I  a ',dr. a ‘° n1 st!,ge, 80 it  is to estim ate its effect.
S  T  y A ° m  S 6 n01'mal O ne encouraging feature has been the spon-

d teacher attachm ents and as theie  is no taneous in terest displayed by many parents and 
satisfeatory identification he resents punish teachers and in some cases considerable has 
merit oi even correction. There is a great been expressed. 1 feel optim istic enough to
of lhis°tvpeC o f^ h ild " ^  1 ^  Wa" t9 ^  dlfficultles h°pe tha t we may steer between the Scylla of 

type ot cmiti. ignorance, narrowness and smugness, and the
c . , . Charybdis of crakiness, indulgence and

l o  show the origins of emotional strees is not pseudo-psychology and so help to create a 
enough ; parents who consult the stuff of a happier fu ture for our children. It m ust be 
Child Guidances have very clear insight into remembered, however, as Ur. C. L. Burus has 
their own inadequacies, bu t find the g reatest astu tely  rem arked, th a t the mental health of 
difficulty in accepting emotionally what has a commuuity does not depend on the num ber 
been understood intellectually. They may of psychologists and psychirtrists per souare 
need a long period of contact and reassurance mile. ( T. B. a , e  )

Adult Education in the Scotland
W. S. E v a n s .

}(
Scotland has generally been regarded, commercial colleges have been well patronised; 

south of the border, as a depressed a rea— access to the U niversities has always been’ 
or where the feeling is a little more charitable, much easier than in England and W ales—to 
as a special are i" relation  to adult name but two reasons for the difference*, 
education. T here is much justification fo r tiiis But perhaps m ost im portant of all, the Local 
attitude. Scotland has been backw ard : let Education Authority is by sta tu te  the body 
us adm it it. The reasons ate more complex responsible for adu lt education w ithin its area, 
than simple. There has been, on the p a rt which means tha t the U hiversitiee do not re- 
0£ adults, a ra ther utilitarian view taken  of eeive d irect g ran t for adu lt education, 
education so th a t continuation classes and

Man. . : . I . .‘'A/,.' . A*. ‘.ilV'v, -
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The U niversities; lacking direct aid, and types of classes. O n the financial side this
with large calls upon their lim ited resources, means tha t the E xtra-M ural Committee re-
have not played the same p a rt in adult educa- ceives G overnm ent gran t for the classes via-
tion as the Universities of England and Wales, media the Local Authorities, as well as an
T he case of Glasgow well illustrates the added am ount from local rates. In relation to
position. Since 1924 the U niversity has classes provided there is a division of function,
annually allocated from its general funds sub- so th a t m those areas where the schemes are
stantial (of late years very substantial) sums in operation, the E. M. C. is responsible for
for adult education : yet w ithout supplem enta- classes in subjects taught a t Universities and
tion by some such gran t as is available in not a t Schools, except in those school sub-
England and W ales it  is just not possible for jects” where the intention is to teach the
the E xtra-M ural Committee to do more than subjects of a higher level, i.e. in and through
touch the fringe of the problem presented by tutorial classes. Perhaps this division, although
the vast industrial area which the U niversity  having arisen out of special Scottish con­
ought to serve and w a n ts  to serve. A t the ditions, is capable of application, with some
same time, the Scottish U niversities them- profit, beyond the Scottish border. An ln-
Sfclves cannot easily be acquitted of all res- cidental, bu t none-tlie-less im portant con-
ponsibility for the comparative slightness of sequence of the “Agency” principle is tli
their achievement. It seems probable tha t closer co-operation which has arisen betwee
vigorous concerted action on their part would the U niversity  and the Local A uthorities,
have led to recognition of their claims to
direct aid. „ The result has been a big developm ent

in quantity  of classes and in the quality of the
The Local Authorities, for their part, have work done. In Glesgow in 1945—46 there

not, on the whole, acquitted themselves very were 18 classes run by the E xtra-M ural Com-
well. Some reasons are to bo found in the m ittee w ith 670 enrolled students, and two ot
Scottish Local G overnm ent structure. So these classes were of the tu torial type. During
many of them are small and the financial bur- the past session there  have been 58 c asses
dens they have had to carry  heavey in a conn- with an enrolm ent of 1,588, and 9 ot the classes
try  which is poor and where, in the past, there were of tutorial type.
has been much unemployment. Even so the There is alao system atic progression in a
A uthorities of good size, and no poorer than J  • so tha t students
their counter-parts in England and Wales, have J X T a n  in troductory  courss one year and
not yet employed full-time tu tors as s p e m h s ts  take^ar ^  ^ ^  8tage irl the next.
in adu lt education. 1 hey have never provided jn ghort a ulltnber of the sessional classes are
o th e r than sessional courses, and -ome still ^  sh ’ )y distinguishable from tutorials,
provide 10 lectures and shorter courses only. Q thei, interesting features in Glasgow are the
A num ber ot Further Education Officers have proceeding with both old and new

* been appointed m the past tew years, bu t their expenm ents piocee g Biology tutorial
w ork I* diffused over the whole range of educa*>,, ubl,ecl»  A M  n *
f u r th e r  Education, and none of these officers, “ “  dem onstrator. The tu to r of this
as far as 1 know, has had any ieal experience cj a U niversity  lecturer, is of the opinion 
of traditional adult education. Lh . W .L.A., , standards attained are at least equal,
for various reasons, has not struck deep roots tha t 80perior; to the standards
in Scotland. cun only recoid  tins w it i regret. intra-m ural classes. 1 nteresting deve­
to suggest poss.ble causes is outside the scope in 8cientific o b je c ts  generally are
of tins short statem ent. t E g  p la c e - in  Atomic Physics, Genetics,

tlie b.ck«r<..... .. Im portant change, S K
during  the past two years have taken place, a ie  not ]ust taugai in lecnnu. 
and are taking place in Glassgow and the rest Geology students, accompanied b y ^ h jir  tutor, 
of the W est and South of Scotland, with engage in fieW-work to which normal ra tM o t
G lasgow  U ni varsity E xtra-M ural Committee pay for the tu to r are app lie . , ’
providing the imperils and direction. T he main the field-work is part of the class work and not
conditioning factor has been an in terpretation  ju st an outing. Uiere are successful c |asse« 
of the 19lo Education Act; endorsed by the m Sem antics and a new tutorial class is to 
Scottish Education D epartm ent and accepted begin m  French Language and L itera tu ie . 
by some oi the A uthorities—whereby tho There has been an experim ental scheme o
Ext).a-M ural Com m ittee functions us the study for Trade I n  101nists, provided in cn-
•■A|f | ..|Q L|m Local Authorities tor certain operation with the i.U.L. Enucational Trust. '
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whereby students attend a tutorial class, a sup- m ust be added the classes run by the Local 
plem entary course, and a fort-nightly dis- A uthorities in the W est of Scotland which in 
cussion group. The discussion group, as an 1946— 1947 amounted to 150 classes with 4,895 
adjunct to a tu torial class, helps in the clearing enrolments. In Ju ly  the E xtra-M ural Com-
up of issues unresolved in  the class and pro- m ittee will be opening its first Summer School
vides facilities for greater self-expression on at Dumfries, 
the part of students, and of closer contact
between tu to r and student. Next session there The E xtra-M ural Committee now has a
will be a t least 12 tutorial classes in Glasgow perm anent staff of D irector of E x tra-M ural
alone. Studies, an A ssistant Secretary and two stafi-

. . tu tors, and two or three fu rther staff appoin t-
D uring the past session the E xtra-M ural m ents are about to be made. Glasgow U ni- 

Committee has been responsible for 79 classes versify has a very large and varied in ternal 
of which 10 were of the tutorial type, w ith a staff, and the Committee is able to draw  freely 
student enrolm ent of 2,320 students. A T u to r- on this staff for the adult classes. The 
O rganiser began w ork in D um friesshire last quality of tu tors in Glasgow, in particular, ia  
O ctober, and in Janauary  there came into being very high indeed.
14 classes with more than 500 students, and The W est of Scotland, a t any rate, ie 
this in an area where previously there was passing out of the “depressed area” or “special 
no t one adu lt class. To this record  of w ork a re” a phase.

B O O K . R E V IE W — ^  * ' | |
RANGANATHAN ( S. R .). EDUCATION FOR LEISURE. (INDIAN 

ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, DELHI). 1498.
PP. IX, 127,11. Rs. 5/-.

Tn the Forew ord to  the book, Mr. R. M. masses. The role of successful social w ork 
Chetsingh says that though in terest in adult in the field of adult education is very care- 
education has been growing in recent years fully defined and developed only a fte r * the 
yet the problem has been handicapped by concepts of social work, leisure and educa- 
the lack of any comprehensive scheme of tion have been clarified and fixed. All possi- 
work. R anganathan’s book is an a ttem pt to ble confusion of th ink ing  is thus avoided 
examine the problem as a whole and to and the reader is helped to  undestand the 
suggest ways and means of handling it. T he scope of the subject in the light of founda- 
book republishes a series of talks given to mental principles. E ducation for leisure enier- 
the instructresses of M adras in 1944 who ges as a form of activity  in which they
had undertaken the task  of adult education, who are privileged in  society can blend the ir

The book is simply w ritten and is con- occupation an(|  th eii hobby for the good of 
vincing because of the analytical m anner in Wem®e‘v®s and the community and through
which the problem has been discussed. O ne £ S wth® ,  of the masses can find the
is impressed by the deep conviction of the of self-education for a m ore w orth-
au thor on tbe urgency and need of adult and " C re s t in g  occupation of his
edutation. The book is invaluable because
it  deals w ith a practical problem  in a prac- The analysis of the approach to and  hand- 
tical way and suggests a line of action which ling of adult education should find the reader 
is reasonable and sound. in agreem ent with the author. A dult aducn-

. „  ^ on if different from  prim ary education and
India s chronic misery centres on the a study of adu lt psychology is necessary to 

insufficiencies of the essentials 0f life; this understand the exact difference. The emplm- 
is due to  the ignorance of the masses and sis m ust be or. the cultivation of intellect 
the indulence of the educated class. The rather than memory or the senses. Secondly 
educated class should now under the spur in terest in the ad u lt is characterised by sp«- 
° t  independence shake oft the ir indolence cifieity; therefore the adult m ust be appro*- 
ana  through social service educate tho ched through his apecilic Interest, through his
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craft or occupation. Rut the m ethod of edu- may be arranged for purposes of analysis 
cation being largely im itation, the difficulty in or emphasis in a successivle order, are still 
adu lt education is th a t of p roviding “m odels” co-ex istan t in real life. in te re s t in fictional 
T h is can* however, be overcom e by subs- lite ra tv re  is p a rt of the general human in te rest 
titu tin g  books fo r the model. T he lib rary  of the adult and m ore emphasis should 
therefore  becom es an indispensable fac to r be laid from the beginning in utilising 
in adult education. Even though lite racy  F iction  to  link up the various levels 
may no t be essential to the education of the of ad u lt in terest, f ic tio n  is also an e le c -  
ad u lt yet the full lim it cf educativeness tive means of averting  lapse into illiteracy, 
cannot be reached w ithout a recourse to T he adu lt's  in terest in education through 
books. T he library  should provide books in a specific craft is dependent for its  success 
the defferent a rts  and crafts of in terest to  or failure on environm ental factors and it  
the  adult and in allied fields. It should Would be unwise a t any stage to  latch 
also provide the textbooks fo r the conduct one’s wagon to  utility alone in  preference 
of literacy cam paings. T he im m ediate p ro - to general . human in terest inborn in m an s  
blem  in Ind ia  is the provision of these nature.
necessary books. The au thor has some valu- Education for leis ure is definitaly a book to 
able suggestions fo r the co-ordination of bg tflken gerjousiy though the title  of the 
libraries and library  resources in different book by itse)f is inadequate for its subject 
p a rts  of the country a n d  the serious under- m ;ltter adu lt education is second in im- 
tak ing  of the w riting  of books and tex t- p 0rt anCe only to constitution-m aking, then 
books fo r the adult. -j. cannot merely be education for leisure;

T he concluding tw o chapters are purely i t  becomes som ething much m ore im portan t 
practical, the one outlin ing a curriculum  of and b ig —it becomes a national necessity 
studies, the o ther m ethods of teaching, requiring  a national scheme and full-tim ed 
Th« curriculum  based on the specific c ra ft paid  w orkers helped along by voluntary
is presented  in a transcending order, from  social w orkers w ith leisure and enthusiasm ,
the m aterial plane or the basic sciences, till T he problem  is too big to be left to plu- 
finally the higher level of fine art, literature lanthropy or voluntary  social w ork alone 
and religion is reached. An illu stra tive  list because it  is linked up w ith the economic,
of subjects and books is given which, the social and political reorganisation of the
field w orker will find of g reat use. T he list country. A dult education in its fulness as 
is not in tended to be exhaustive. T his visualised in the book becomes real only 
chapter, however, gives the im pression of when it  is placed in its p roper context, 
a rig id  stratification in the various levels
of adu lt in terest which, even though they R . t>. G.



The Importance of Films in Adult Education*
With Examples Drawn from Experiences tn Oeaveland 

B y T h o m a s  BARgNgP:EjI(t)

othpr^li'inaq1 ,edncation aie , along with Recently, in o rder to dem onstrate the value 
communication*  ̂ Irl techniques of of film lib rary  service in small com m nnities,
m S Z  n T h e ffil d ° f au d ," 'V1Sj  COm’ the Carnegie C orporation of N ew  Y o rk
fertile of these t ” 6 I’°wes.t a 'ld  n\° s t  aw arded the Cleveland Public  L ib ra ry  a
u a r a l r a ^ I i  O .V  C ^  -f ° , T , " #  $25,000 g ran t to  aid film d istribu tion  in  a
the edneatio ' 1 f i l 1 ° V , nnd,n '^ ,sa regional area surrounding the c ity  of C leveland.
a n a h s l  T h l  i ^  ° Ut f ° r  P ^ jo c t  is under the adm inistration of the
lion tha t tlT f il  n yRI" 18 ba,Spd 0,1 tbe assi,m P: Film  B ureau of the Cleveland Public L ib ra ry
for fp o lp  i m is no a substitu te  b u t a tool and will extend for a period of two venrs. I t
fo r and slmultaneously  a springboard  is m aking available to the p a rtic ipa ting

i cussion. libraries a large, extensive colleetion of edu-

W h a t arc E duca tiona l film s  * F ilm s of y u ° h  »ndpr, o r d i n a l  cireum -
. 16mm. w idth which are aimed a t an a d ence T  I,bT f £  C°  ^  a !° r( to

« * " * ' » ’* which d e l  : » h  " h e r d
ra th e r than the fictional, and which are in tend- 1 collection.
ed to con tribu te  to the process of learning. T he revolving collection includes such

W h a t is  their * * * * * *  m ,ust M l  { £ £  * 5  
M cD onald answ ers this question verv well in f i ^  ^  « fit ’ u f° r  cb,ldrpn and 
his book, E duca tiona l \ fo t io n  P ictures and  n te rn a t io ^  P p S e m s  "" t a" d
L ibraries, “ f t  has been shown th a t the film r a ^ l  r ts  i d  • ?P°rt8 ’ neWSre(%>
arouses in terest in a subject, provides inform a- ^  artS a" d CraftS’ ,T1,1S1C- 
tion which is retained, and functions as an T he regional c irc u it „  *
effective summary. It develops and changes fo llow s- 17 films am  II  1 1 1  J )Pra*ea. 
attitudes, provides a visual concept of things the m em ber i t  " W k ^ j °  T *  °f
outside the range of experience and <nves a month At+k ' • , r. a Period of one
common background of experience to any tion^of T -7̂ «lthe .end®of *h ,s P p" od-Mob collee- 
group.” A film cannot take T e  place of a on th* V  T  ^  tbe  " Pxt hhrar*
book or a lecture, bu t i t  can, as g roup  d iscus- o f  s u b le t s  * ? £  T T 1  th Cr0"P
j g w n . r i d p M r  tow ard  e l e c t i o n  of a l i W y ’T d i  hs Z  £  T h! I ' o f  Z 'i Z f c

collection of 170 films. n u r in c  the  second
a du lt education groups can use film s  " ro iPC* tb ese , f ™  w i|l be redis-

pro fitah ly  in  their w ork  ? N early  all g roups tu b ” ted and " eW tltleS added - 
can use films profitably in some wav. C leve- T , . . . .
land is one of the forem ost American cities in .1 ne ten lib raries partic ip a tin g  in th is  ex- 
ow nership and use of visual aids F verv  j!,re  Sn" du8kT- Derain, E lyria,
school in the city has a slide p ro jector and ^fnssl111™- C anton, N ew  Philadelphia, W ooster, 
m any have sound film p ro je c to r  Churches W iliren - Y oungstow n and Altf«nce. 
lodges, civic groups and social agencies are lr  . ,  TT
buying th e ir  own pro jectors and planning ru r ie a  f i l m  Uses
visual program s O f the th irty -tw o  members A nother organization in C leveland th a t has 
of C leveland s A dult E ducation  Committee, its own film libaarv nnd m akes wide use of 

l u F t r * ’"  th e ,rm W" film . 'ibrarie*. and films is the Cleveland M ental H vgienc Associa- 
8 e r v L ^ a l f r n PSU^ / i mS ,n -th T  l ion w,,ich w « k d  under the direction ofsaw fzri *4,sisr

P»r,A . groups. Public H enlth  nurses and



college studen ts. T h e  films are  used  to  p ro - special tw en ty  m inute film devoted en tire ly  to  
voke d iscussion in  m eetings. F o r  exam ple, a  an explanation  of how  a telephone in an  office
film dem o n stra tin g  the  dangers involved  in  or p ]aI,t  js answ ered  correctly .
p a tte rn s  of overp ro tec tion  m ight be shown to a . . . .  . ..
g roup  of paren ts. T hey  w ould  see very  Social agencies religious organizations, 
graphically  a child  being b ro u g h t u p  by  over- lab o u r groups, as well as p riv a te  fam ily groups, 
p ro tec tiv e  p aren ts  and  the resu lts  of th is  over- m ake co n stan t use of the  collections o t educa- 
p ro tec tion . T h is ofiers an excellen t stepp ing- tional films availab le  jn  C leveland, 
stone fo r the lead er of a d iscu ss io n  H e and  ^  C]eve]and E lec tric  Tlluminatinf? Com .
h.s audience sh a ie  a .c o m m o n  urn of s0 Wflll the  value of v isul m ate-
experience, the film. In add itio . the  »“ ,en “  |,iala th a t i t  financed p roduction  of M arch of

^  * *  *» * *  * •  S & K S Z  ;  c i r c u S d
th ro u g h o u t th is coun try  and  also abroad.

W h a t is done w ith  films in the field of
^m ental hygiene” is done sim ilarly  by  in dus- W hen i t  is realized  th a t aggregate  audiences
tries in tra in in g  th e ir  personnel. In  C leveland, to ta lin g  over a m illion people saw the Oleve- 
the O hio  Bell T elephone Com pany, the  Y o d e r land P ub lic  L ib ra ry ’s films in C leveland alone 
M an u fac tu rin g  C om pany, the  In d u stria l R ayon in 1941, some sligh t idea  may be gained of 
Corporation, the  W hite  M oto r Com pany, and  w hat a p o ten t m edium  th is  is fo r  ex tend ing  the 
the N ew  Y o rk  C en tra l R ailroad, fo r exam ple, possib ilites of a tta in in g  one of the goals in 
all use films ex tensively  in o rien ting  th e ir  a d u lt education  to  reach ou t in to  the 
em ployees to the  job  and  in  develop ing  sk ills com m unity  in an ever-w idening  c iic le  of 
jn hand ling  the job. F o r  in s tan ce , th ere  is a influence.
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The International Seminar on Adult Education We are glad to learn tha t the next Confe- 

conducted under the auspices of U N E S C O  at rence of the Indian A dult Education Associa­

t e  well-known Danish School a t E lsinor was tion is to be held in H yderabad (Deccan) a t the 

of peculiar helpfulness to those who followed end of the year. Mr. S. R. Q idw ai the veteran  

such reports of it as the B.B.C. made available, adult education worker of the Jarnia Millia, 

I t  is to be regretted  that the Governm ent of Delhi is being invited to  preside over the 

our country failed not only to send representa- Conference.

> tives to the conference but has so far taken no
jp  * * *

steps to make known its proceedings and con­

clusions. The least that they can do is to issue The Baring Union Christian College, Batala, 

a comprehensive repo rt of the Conference to is to open an E x tra-M ural D epartm ent under 

the Press in India and further encourage mem- a T u to r of the sta tus of a College L ectu rer as 

bers of the Education sub-Commission for co- from O ctober 1949. The D epartm ent will be 

operation with U N E S C O  to work out the housed in the old A .L .O .E . High School Buil- 

practical lessons to be drawn for India from ding in the heart of the town and will do 

the deliberations of seasoned w orkers in the extensive w ork sim ilar to tha t done by U niver- 

field of adult education who pooled their expe- sities and Colleges in the W est. I t  is proposed 

riences at Elsinor. to exhibit Film  S trips for visual education and

* * * also to do literacy and post-literncywork.

— R , M. C.

r

V



Adult Education in the Indian Union
A N O T E  P R E S E N T E D  T O  T H E  M IN IS T R Y  O F  E D U C A T IO N , D E L H I.

The Indian Adult Education Association is When most of the products of the school were 
■dad to learn of the intention of the Indian absorbed in mainly routine administrative
Union G overnm ent and the Governments of positions — the need for providing follow-up
the constituent States to pay greater attention self-educational agencies which would direct
to Adult Education or Social Education. I t  is creative energy was not felt by the E d u ca tio n ’ 
a m atter for thankfulness that a sum of money Department so given to routine.

io be made av:iil,ible foi its promotion, lint ]n social education, there is no involuntary
th-r.. appears to be an element of impatience gravitation of the !ldults towards its Centres 
and an inclination to  under estimate the com- ftnd gphere of jnfluence. There is need for a
pb xitics involved in le en erprise o a 11 D epartm ent of Social Education to persuade
education. n a co ossa ven uie o ns people to come and to continue to come. The 
’ '*F- an>’ hasty action without adequate pre- iffc of rousj intere8t aud sustaining it ia of
p:\ration is sure to  lend .to avoidable waste of thfl very ess^ 1(:e of social education. This
money and to abiiMe. is a so  h ( ‘ ) ° technique can never be forged properly by a
auhioN (-merit unnecessaii y an nis IinS 1(: Department which has a tradition of authori-
movement into disrepute. I  his has happened te ri.m exclusjven ess. To retain at social
repeatedly in the past when some of the Local educatjon Centres a clienteie dniwn largely
bodies and Prov tncia overnm ui s rave from the lower intellectual stra ta  of society, a 
tndujged m sporadic activity in the field of techniqiie of teachjng and an atmosphere
Adint Lducation even l0,,£ 1 genria > 1 wa totally different from tha t of elementary and
<ine-ieitillly. on a scale a oo sma . secondary schools is needed. These cannot be

This Association aims at the promotion of developed either by immature students jus! emerg- 
Adult Education of which Social Education is ing fiom  schools and colleges set to work at such 
;,ii integral part. Its Executive desires to centres, much less by teachers in elementary and 
emphasise th a t the failure of past attem pts has secondary schools who are induced to divert an 
been due largely to : extra hour o f their free time to social education for

(1) a lack of attention to the adequacy of a smal1 monetary consideration. As the occupa- 
teaching personnel in quality and tlon of most of tlie customers in social educa- 
nuantity • tion cenfres will be manual, vocational and

‘ 1 . . c , ,, , industrial, a free library service, for follow-up
(•>) absence of provision for follow-up work 8e,f. educa,tion is essentf;ll. Failure to make

*u  -K' - o c  uc»i < \ < ’ adequate provision for this will lead to a
(o) entrusting of the work of promotion and colossal waste of the formal effort made at 

direction to an already overburdened adult schools and social education centres, 
agency with an agency whose outlook „
was shaped by work with immature How are these difficulties to be solved ? 
children and pliable youth through Statesm anship demands that (lie organisation 
more or less formal education. f ,)r the spread of social education if it is to

. become self-propagative should set out definite-
In elementary and secondary education in ]y to  overcome them. The make up of adult 

buli.i narrow family ambition has been the education is like a chameleon. Now’ it appears 
dominant force which has sent children to as all-round social education, a little later it 

m I t i a statistical fact that the families suddenly changes into mere liquidation of 
1 tin lower stra ta  devoid of such ambition illiteracy. Again in response, to the demands 

•c not been influenced in any appreciable of political exigencies it takes on a different 
. -V Departm ent of Education to  complexion. All this has been causing eonsi- 

children to school. When intellec- derable confusion not only to the average 
it  : abler children conn-to school voluntarily citizens but also to those who engage in the
I here is litr e incenti ve to pay special attention enterpi.is!e 0f self-education.
' > the teaching technique. Indeed there has
hi.cn hardly any experim ent iii education worth In these circumstances, this Association
hi' ' ii11<.11i11;■■ apart from stray private projects urges on the Dou ble The M inister for Lduca- 

Hi,, rather half-hearted undertakings in tion the following procedure for consideration 
u ti t  il v etlm.vtinn '’ll thjfi part of tiic Stare, and adoption : —



T h at an Indian Union Board for A dult to red-tape. The Association suggests that 
Education (which includes Social Education the Indian Union Board may consist of the 
be constituted to draw up a Development Plan) HorPble M inister for Education of the U nion 
which would suggest practicable ways of meet- G overnm ent as its P resident and 15 members 
iiigr : to be nominated by him from among the names

, put up by the G overnm ents of the constituent
(a) the exigencies of linance States and from among the A dult Education

interests of an All India Status. The M inister
(b) the train ing and building up of compe- shoUId also make adequate provision for an

tent teachers, organizers and o Iiei effective Secretariat for the Indian Union 
grades of w orkers needed. Board.

It should pay particu lar attention to There are three points which the Associa-
i . r tion desires to emphasise in conclusion :—(1) 1 he production and use ot necessary 1

reading and kindred m aterials to make ( j)  rpjle existing organisations for adu lt
the w ork of social education enduring. education should be given greater

(2) Making concrete suggestions applicable help till such time as the development
to b o th  to w n  a n d  ru ra l c o n d itio n s  for the plan is put into operation ;
use of audio-visual m aterials as edii- (2) The enormous am ount of additional
ation.nl means ; w ork involved in the prom otion of

(3) The promotion of S tate Boards of Social social education on a vast scale can
Education in the Constituent States not be taken up by the D epartm ents
to implement the development plan of Public Instruction as an appendix
during the first 5 to 7 years ; ;,s were, to the w ork already on hand

by the Departm ents of Education, nor
(4) The Indian Union Boards should co- should it be entrusted to bodies invol-

ordinate and (where mutually agree- ved in or allied with political works ;
able) supplement the work ot the vari­
ous State Boards ; and (3) When additional staff is necessary, it

, , . . . .  will be an advantage to set up an inde-
(5) D irecting the hoard  of the Indian pendent organisation with a fresh out

Union to so deve'op the whole organi- look 0£ jtg own instead of expanding
sation as to create well-seasoned D e- the existing organisation designed for
Partm ents of Social Education, ( inde- other purposes, and which perhaps
pendent of and co-ordinate with the tends to become unwieldy, thus jeoper-
U nivers.ties) engaged in h g h e- educ.i- dising the developm ent of a living tra-
tmn on the one side and the Departm ents dition in regard to Social Education,
of Public instruction engaged in ele- 0 lie  of the duties of the Indian Union
m entary, continuation and secondary B oard should be to form and foster such
education an the other. an organisation.

In he early form ative years, the Boards of Respectfully subm itted,
Social Education must be allowed greater ini-
tiative than the older Departments of the T iie Indian ADVi.r I.di ia iio n
Government and should not be rigidly subjected Association

The foundation of every state is the education of its youth -- Diogenes,
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Russia Goes to School
By

M A N M O H A N  ISA DASS, M. A.
Lecturer, Baring Union Christian College, Batala.

I t  is refreshing to read a book about any W ithin a couple of years the position changed, 
thing Russian which steers clear of all the the emphasis now being laid on the importance 
current polemics connected w ith Communism of the individual and the possibilities for , 
and Communist planning. The author of greatness in the ordinary man. In 1932 the 
‘ Russia goes to School' manages this with Project Plan and the Dalton Plan with some 
great success by adhering strictly  to what she others which had been adopted with great 
sets forth in the introduction as her aim in fervour, were rejected wholesale. Exam inations 
w riting the book. She aims a t describing and were reintroduced and political supervision of 
not at interpreting or discussing the facts educational institutions was abolished. In 
about the system of education prevalent in 1937, Polytechnical education in schools which 
Russia and the educational schemes which was first considered an im portant p art of Soviet 
have been launched, completed or abandoned education, was abandoned. The creation of 
in the Post-Revolutionary period in that Labour reserves and introduction of fees in 
country. As the very nature of this purpose certain stages in 1940, and the partial rejection 
makes it  inevitable the book tends to flag a t of coeducation in 1943, astounded the world for 
times, and deteriorate into an arid description a while though to  the Soviet Education autho- 
of facts crowded together, yet not infrequently rities these were the inescapable and perfectly 
the w riter redeems the situation by interspers- logical consequences of .the changed cireums- 
ing the factual m atter with her personal tances. I t is interesting to know the arguments 
experiences in educational institutions in which Russian educationists give to justify 
Russia and other countries. * this nebulous sta te  of affairs, and more so

• , . when they are given in a lucid, m atter-of-fact
E D U C A T IO N  AS H A N D M A ID  O F  way wit£out any Russo-phobiac alarms and , • 

T H E  ST A T E . belated m isinterpretations.

Education in Russia is considered as a A SSO C IA T IN G  P U B L IC  O P IN IO N  
handmaiden of the S tate to be used freely and The radical and constjUlt changes in the
and sometimes mercilessly to augment the , f  education in Russia might have
particu lar ideology which the state patronises P f  themselves to sinister iu terpreta-
B eatnce k in g  passes over this fundamental jf i(; were „ ot for the fact that the
though highly questionable postulate of Corn- Ruggiau Authol.itie9 in  bringing about the 
luuiust education w ithout a rem aik, plunging gm dest change, sought the cooperation and 
directly into the principles and purposes which o£ theLpublic: All possible . '.n u r .e s
govern the state-planning of education in includi those 0£ propaganda through the
Russia. The strongest principle w u ch  dete p re8s and the Radio, were tapped to inculcate •
mines all planning of Russian education is ^ public an in terest in the educational
t there is no eternal principle in education. . tit aild 8cheme8. The S tate Planning 
lh c  organization and schemes of education . • ‘Gosplan’ has its departm ent
im .T change with the changing economic, poll- education and culture. A statem ent about
tinnl and soc.a conditions of the country, or educational requirem ents and difficulties
the educational principles, the Russians believe ig 8ent by infltitutio|l|8 in Slua]l localities to its
nie nothing moie than the technique o t e s rior authorities which send them to the 
organization of education and the methods and l of the Union Republics. The Gos-
th,! !,1,," 0,lch y  edu^ 5 on any flgX i , 8v of plan of the Republics study and collate these 
cu-iinistaucesT  W ith this flexibility of ^tatem ents and U nd a report to the All-Union
principles, the educational plans in Russia have p, A development plan then emerges
passed through several, som.umes strikingly {romP the Centre taking into consideration the 
antithetical phases, especially m the period mjnutes(. detaUs of thc ...ports of the sub- 
immcdiiito y lollnwing the Revolution. The ordinate Authorities and correlating all aspects 
Uussinn educationists in the beginning empha- edllcation, accomodation, equipment and

th.!; overwhelming importance of the > ■ f f  ^  which ia
Luiimumity and connnunify-action, not hesitat- fal______ 1 ------------------i-----------------------
inn even at bringing out an artificial antagon- • "  Russia goe school" by Beatrice King-A New 
i«ni iiel tvocn l|jo Community and the individual. Education B .o  Club publication,London



itself divided for individual units. D ifferent L unch and free time. 1 2 -3 0 -2  p.m.
adm inistrative bodies are responsible for diffe- Lessons. d-OU p.m.
rent types of education. The M inistry of General or group roll 

V E ducation  is responsible (for the supervision call and free time. 3-50—4-30 p.m.
and adm inistration of all “ general ” education C ultural activities. 4-30—6 p.m.

S S S U S T W S !  I S S S S  6 - 7 - 3 0
education laboratories, research institutes and Supper and free time. 7-3U—o-oO p.m.
general adult education. It was in 1946 Evening toilet, perso-
th a t the Committee for H igher Education nal needs. 8-30—10 p.m.
attached to the Council of M inisters was Eed 10 p.m.
replaced by a Union M inistry for H igher P L A N N IN G  — A N E W  S P IR IT
Education responsible 01 ^ ̂ ujt ‘‘i  ̂^ s titu tio n s  There are certain aspects of educational
The*3 tendency** in the organization of educa- planning in Russia which will be of particu la r 
tion in Russia is towards ramification of in terest to Indian readers The first and 
departm ents each departm ent w orking alone the most strik ing is the elaborate character 
and connection with others like a highly of educational planning and thoroughness 

' : \ . of execution. India vaguely though enthusi-
efficient mac line. astically bracing itself to the dem ocratic ideals

D IS C IP L IN E  of the West, is fond of calling conferences and
The ideas of discipline in the educational chalking out schemes of education but these 

institutions in Russia are the same as in other schemes, unlike those in Russia, never reach the 
advanced countries, though the methods of same level of thoroughness in execution. Accor- 
enforcing them are much more elaborate, s tric t ding to Beatrice K ing, the success of Soviet 
and sometimes ruthless. The school, the home educational schemes is the resu lt of “something 

' and the society strive together for the realiza- new in the Soviet Union, a new sp irit which all 
tion of these ideals in the daily life of the who have lived among the common people 
students. In 194G the City of Moscow recognize.” W hether Democracy of the
Education Authority introduced school record W estern pattern is capable of creating such a
books prefaced by a list of duties for the Ilew sp irit is a moot point.
pupils some of which are : 150 N A T IO N A L IT IE S

(1) To keep his record book clean and tidy A nother im portant characteristic  of Soviet
and not to  hand it  over to any education is the close correspondence of edu- 
unauthorised person. cation with the realities of daily life. This

(2) To have the book with him at school is totally lacking in India where education
and to present it when requested to is supposed to be and often is something apart
the teacher, Head or any other person from life, divorced from an understanding of
connected with the school. the daily difficulties of life. The Russian

(3) Every Saturday the book m ust be educationist also had to face the language pro-
shown to his parents who will duly blem which was much more comp >l« than that
. " , l - faced by their Indian counterpart. I here are

S1f 1.1 ,it :IS . 1<u l" te , . handed to something like one hundred and fifty nntiona-Which the book m ust be handed to i n BU s S R  8peaking an o v ' n
K  ltspo iisi e e a s s  l.ic i . num ber of languages. M ost of these nution-

School discipline in Russia is as stric t as lities had no w ritten alphabet prior to 1917,
military discipline in o ther countries. Every But according to  the Soviet Constitution, every
hour of the pupil is regulated. The regime nationality has the right to  education in its own
given below, followed in T rade School No. 22 language”. Some fifty new alphabets were
in Moscow, will give an idea of Russian created by the Soviet educational authorities,

' discipline. and the respective nationalities were taught in
. P on  o m their own languages.

, . . ‘Russia Goes To School’ which is meant to
M aking beds, physical £,e a g ^ d e  to Soviet education, is a guide to

exercises, etc. t>-d < ft,m' successful planning in  education. It enables
B reakfast & free time. 7 -30—8-BO a.m. one t 0 8ee understand the educational
Lessons including 20 problem s and difficulties of one’s country in

minutes rest. ^ 8-30 a.m.—12-30 p.m. a b e tter perspective.

RUSSIA GOES TO SCHOOL 5



Social Education in Central Provinces and Berar
B y

S H R I A. R. D E S H P A N D E , B. A , LL . B„
Deputy D irector of Public Instruction, C. P. & B erar

1. IN T R O D U C T O R Y . The objectives of social education may be
P rio r to the introduction of the Social stated th u s :

Education Scheme in the Central Provinces (a) to acquaint the people with the ever-
:.nu Berar, A dult Education, as it was then changing currents in the social, econo-
under-tood, was confined to 31 adult classes mic and political life, and to instil in
wliich were attached to D istrict Council them a faith in themselves and in the
Schools. Each adult class used to g d  an future of the country ;
annual Governm ent gran t of Rs. 40/- of which ,, \ . ■ ,, , , , . . .  . . ., , (b) to inspire them to take a living interestUs .'}■>/- were paid to the teacher as remunera- . c t  a  •,, ., A , c t, r; . .  . in the affairs of the State and itstion, and the balance ot Rs. 5/- was to be spent r i i * j’ . rp, ■, i programme ot development, and inon contingencies lhere was no prescribed b ui c ■ t,, , , . the many problems ot social recons--yllabus and the teaching was confined to . . 1
instruction of a formal nature confined to " 1( 1011 ’
reading and writing and some general know- (°) t°  niake them understand the signi-
ledge. For the fu rther education of the adults, finance of the period of transition and
an effort was made to establish village lls dangers, and to tram  them to
public and circulating libraries, b u t the num ber organise and to combat anti-social
did not rise to more than 135. There were no activities ;
properly organized social services. However, (d) to teach them to live happily in peace 
groups of students from high schools and with other neighbours, and to unite
colleges were undertaking social service in the against elements which tend to disin-
neighbourhood of their institutions. tegrate social life ;

!>. FR O M  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  (e) to educate them to live a healthy life; :
T O  S O C IA L  E D U C A T IO N . to keep homes and surroundings clean

The pace of development was slow. After (Ti'liv*hie''1 S<" useful and
Independence, there was a new urge. As the < nJn>a e >
the H on'ble Pandit D. P. M ishra put it, “E very f) t0 train them to organise the economic
ignorant and illiterate person was a danger in and social life on a co-operative basis
a dynamic and dem ocratic society” . Large !llK| to instil in them in a practical way
scale measures where, therefore, necessary to their responsibilities for social and
combat illiteracy, within a reasonable time. A national security ; and
Scheme of Social Education was then pre- (g) to organise campaigns to eradicate illi- 
IHired as an im portant p art of the programme teracy among the masses as expedi-
■I Post-W ar Reconstruction. The old concept tiou.sly as possible,

of Adult Education was enlarged into Social . u i i c i t i a x t  a-nti-.
Education. As a m atter of fact, it had by 4-
th a t time become evident to  all educationists ‘ 1 IAJ. ION
that adult education was incomplete w ithout (a) It is not possible to state here all the 
"‘lumition for citizenship, enlightenment and details of the social education scheme
good living I his fuller concept of A dult launched by G overnm ent of Central
Education, which meant train ing men to live Provinces and Berar. Copies of the
usefully and effectively in a good State, was in scheme can be secured from the Direc-
siih. imum education for democracy, and deser- to r of Public Instruction , C entral P ro ­
ved the mime “Social E ducation” . vinces and Berar, Nagpur. The

3. O B JE C T IV E S  H on’ble M inister for Development is
, | J ‘ ‘ , , in charge of Social Education, but the

Social Education properly conceived has adm inistration and im plem entation of
<vv ' nnl,l>1 ant aspects, viz., the scheme is entrusted  to the educa-

(0 E ducation for citizenship or social tion Departm ent.
education, ------—----------------------;—— .-------------------------- ---

, . . * A report presented to  the Sixth All India Adult
(nl Education lo r  enlightenm ent and living. Education Conference, at Mysore.



(b) T here is a Provincial Advisory Board the program m e evolved a t the P ro ­
of Social Education. It has to advise vincial Centre _ The Central Provinces
Government on all matters of planning and Berar are divided into S divisions
and campaigning of Social Education. for the purpose of educational adminis-
This is called the Direction Centre. tration. Each division is under the
There are two permanent expert com- charge of a Divisional Superintendent
mittees one for “ Education for Citi- of Education who m addition to his
zenshin” and another for “ Education normal duties also supervises the
for Enlightenment”. These committees Social Education work in his division,
advise the Provincial Board in matters jr;ic}1 district is in charge of a District
relating to general policy, and the Inspector of Schools who is assisted
Education Department in matters of by 5 to 7 Assistant District Inspectors
its implementation. They are styled according to the requirement of In’s
as the Nerve Centre. Ih e  admmis- district. With the addition of Social
trative centre consists of two sections; Education work the District Inspecto-
one devoted to general administrative ra[e jms been strengthened by adding
problems concerned with the pro- one Additional District Inspector of
gramme of education and creation and Schools and two Assistant District
provision of materials necessary for it. Inspectors of Schools to each district,
and the other deal* with matters relating Though the Additional District Ins-
to educational publicity, propaganda, pecter of Schools is mainly in charge
oral and visual education. 1 lie crea- of carrying out Social Education work
five centre consists of a section for in his district, the whole Inspectorate
production of literature and an art and Gf district works as one unit, and
statistical section. In due course, a is as such, responsible for the progress
section for production of films, will be and success of the scheme. The addi-
established under the creative centie. tional strength given to the district

(c) There are three executive centres viz., inspectorate consists of 22 Additional
the Provincial, the Divisional and the D istrict Inspectors of Schools and 44
D istric t Centres. The Provincial A ssistant D istrict Inspectors of Schoo-
C entre will have four mobile units Is. Each d istric t is to be provided
each in charge of a trained F  ield With one bus fitted with projectors
W orker The Field W orkers h a v e  epidiascopes and other instrum ents of
been appointed and one mobile un it aud iovisual education.
has been supplied to them Three L A U N C H IN G  O F  T H E  S C H E M E
more units Will be supplied to them
in due course. The mobile unit has (i) T he scheme was launched in the early
a bus fitted with a W °E ( t fjP a >=, -  part of this year by constitu ting  the
rator, an epidiascope, l ‘ Provisional Advisory Board and the
system, etc. t  is aeing e . committees for education for enlighten-
tion in the field i n th e  areas whe e l m ent and for citizenship. These
is most needed. i P  \  com m ittees met in February 11148, and
Centres a t the loui lvisio a exam ined the scheme of Social Educa-
quarters are  to be in c ia ig e  tion, and approved a syllabus for the
sional Organisers. These have not yet first stage of Social Education. The
been appointed, and ac ion i recom m endations of the committees
consideration, Each lvisiona e were then placed before tin.' Provincial
will establish community homes or Advisory Board, which met in M arch
culture, run circulating libraries, open jgqg
museums and art galleries fo r Social
Education. Such Divisional Centres (ii) Amongst the many im portan t recom-
will also form dram atic clubs, Bhajan m endations made by these committer*
and K irtan  M andals and organise only a few can be recorded here
sports and other types of recreational They are
activ ities of educative value. (a) that for the purpose of the "elmm

(d) T he D istrict C entres are the backbone a person between the ages nl 14 to in
of the Social Education Scheme in as whose educational qualifications were
much as they are actually carrying out not equal to  the Prim ary Certificate
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Exam ination standard, was to be re- Every  group of volunteers also included some 
garded as an illiterate ; teacher-students of the Nomnl Schools, the
(b) that it was advisable to conscript Diploma Training Institutes and the Training 
teachers, students and Governm ent College. W ith their help, an untrained 
servants for the work of Social student-volunteer could equip himself with the 
Education ; technique necessary for im parting social edu-

(d) that it was very necessary to produce cation to the adult iiliterates-
literature for adults. 9. D U R A T IO N  O F  T H E  CAMPS.

6. START OP T H E  CA M PA IG N . The camps lasted for 5 to 6 weeks /, e. till
In consultation with the two expert com- middle of June 1948. As the monsoon started 

mittees, it  was decided to take advantage of 1,1 , " rs t week J ' lne, it was not possible 
the summer vacation of 1948 by making a to p,an camPs of lonSer duration, 
plan for organising summer camps of volun- 10. A T T E N D A N C E  O F  A D U LTS
teers at three or four villages in each of the
96 tahsils comprised within the 22 districts of ' W  The D istrict Inspector of Schools and 
Central Provinces and Berar. An appeal to ids assistants had, with the help of the
teachers and students of educational institu- leading persons in the villages, formed
tions to mobilise for war against ignorance and Social Education Committees, in the
to make the country safe through education, villages where camps were proposed
was issued by the H on’ble P and it Mishra. In t0 be opened. The volunteers also
response to his appeal. 13,328 volunteers took P rabhat Pheries in the villages,
offered their services. O f this number, 7,377 There was an enthusiastic response
volunteers including 1,901 women were utilized from the villagers. The adults attend-
for 451 camps opened throughout the provinces, ing the classes had to be arranged, in

- T „  „  separate groups. There was the group
‘■ L O C A T IO N  0 1  T H E  CAM PS. of adults who had attended school in

These camps were organized at 22 d istric t their childhood for one or two years
headquarter towns, 74 tahsi) towns and 355 and had then leT  jt- Llie>’ had bY
selected villages, The travelling expenses of that time almost relapsed into illiteracy,
the volunteers to  the respective camps and There was another group, who had just
the expenses of their board and lodging, were a rudim entary knowledge of alphabet
borne by Government. Every volunteer was bu t knew nr>thing more, and there was .
given third class railway fare, or actual bus the group of completely illiterate and
fare. Arrangements, for lodging were made in ignorant persons. These groups had
school buildings. A common mess was opened be tackled in different ways. I he
for the volunteers in every camp. The esti- persons who could read and write a
mate of expenses per volunteer for mess was little  were grouped foi intensive and
Rs. 1/8/- per day. quick work. Those who were corn-

pletely illiterate had to be taken up
8. i l l  AIN ING O F  V O L U N T E E R S. slowly in a separate class.

As the camps were to s ta rt on 1-5-1948, (W fn the 461 Places where camps were 
when the summer vacation of schools and functioning, 4,838 classes, of which
colleges began, there was hardly any time for 1,673 were for women adults, were
organizing regular training courses for such conducted. The  ̂ total enrolment of
large numbers of volunteers. A “ Guide to adult illiterates in these classes was
Hummer Gamps ”, and a pam phlet styled 1,1/,063 ( /8 ,4 /6  men and 38,587
“ H ow  to trea t and teach adult illite ra te s”  women),
was, however, prepared. These provided ele- I] IN T E N S IV E  W O R K
mentary instructions for social education w ork . . ’ , ...
in the villages. These were supplemented by , As T  volunteers camped in the villages 
fu rther training in campn. \  group of 10 to chosen, they could do intensive work. Groups
16 volunteers was sent to each camp They of ndult illiterates could be followed outside
w orked under the direction of an organiser the rp2 ,llar clnss hours also- Some volunteers
who was an experienced, fully trained teacher.’ TIent ^ 'om house to  house to teach the adults.

r or the women adult illiterates, the women 
The organiser w aste  conduct seminars every volunteers had to hold classes in  the noon, as

day to plan for the day’s work, and to im part they were reluctant to come to the regular
training on the spot f>«r its ctficicnt execution night class in the school compound.
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12. A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C E R T IF IC A T E  (i) Monsoon course— From first Ju ly  to
E X A M IN A T IO N  30th November.

, . . „  (ii) W inter course—From  1st December to
It was largely due to the intensive efforts 30th April,

of the volunteers that 51,045 men and 25,356 (i;i) Suramer course_ From  1st M ay to
women offered themselves for the exami- , - . » '
nation held at the close of the camps. These
exam inations were conducted by D istrict (b/ Those who failed to pass the exam i- '
Inspectors, and their A ssistants and by H ead- nation at the close of the summer
m asters of High Schools. The results showed camps, in 1948, were adm itted to the
th a t 41,274 men and 20,924 women were monsoon course. The monsoon cour-
successful at the examination. ses could not, however, be conducted

at all places, as the sanction for the
13. E X P E N D IT U R E  additional funds came late. On the

The expenditure incurred on these camps Dashera Day, however, 3500 monsoon
was Rs. 3,24,542/-. Major items of expendi course classes were opened. The
tu re  were mess charges, lighting, kerosene, attendance of adult illiterates a t these
books, slates, travelling allowance and contin- monsoon classes .s near about bO.OOO
eencies f ig u re s  have not yet been compiled
k ' and may perhaps reveal a larger atten-

14. F O L L O W -U P  W O R K  F O R  T H O S E  dance. The exam inations were held
W H O  P A SSE D  T H E  E X A M IN A T IO N  th ® ^  fortl,i? h t4. of M e m b e r .

Reports of the examinations are rcacb-
W ith a view to prevent the adult illiterates iM£’ anc  ̂w i'l soon be compiled,

who had passed the examination from relapsing 16. T H E  W IN T E R  C O U R S E
into illiteracy, and in order to keep the ideas
im parted by social education alive in their 4 he target for the w inter course is to open 
minds, a programme of follow-up work was s°cial education classes at each of the 5,000 
chalked out. O rganizers of each camp ex- villages where there are schools of some sort, 
plained the follow-up w ork to the social U nder expansion plan, rem uneration of 
education committee of the village. The 5/- p. m. fo r each of the two full term
literate amongst the villagers were to w rite courses of five months, and rew ard of Rs. 2/- 
wall news and to conduct reading clubs. Per male and Rs. 5/- per female illiterate who 
E very  adult was expected to write at least one passes the examination, is to be given to every 
post card a month. A t the time of festivals, teacher who conducts a class of 20 adult 
bhajan, k irtans and sports were to be arranged d literates with an average attendence of 15. 
to keep the group together, and to keep their There are 15,000 teachers in Central Province 
in terest alive in the education acquired by am * oerar. I t is expected th a t a m ajority of 
them. Reports indicate tha t such follow-up them will undertake the work. Sufficient 
w ork is not being neglected in the villages finances have now been provided for this 
where camps were opened. pm  pose.

15. C O N T IN U A T IO N  A N D  E X P A N S IO N  17‘ P R ^ R2 f ^  v ? R ^ V 0 R K  IN
r  U 1 u  Kill i  IiiA RS.

/ \ mi - - i i o- „/i .... ^  *'ve >'e:ir plan fo r the abolition of
(a) The original scheme was outlined with l i t e r a c y  is under the consideration of Oovern- 

caution with the apprehension th a t ment. Amongst other things, this plan provides 
there might not be good response from for the establishm ent of circulating libraries
adult illiterates. The experience of for follow-up of social education work at each
the summer camps however, showed village having a school. A plan lor these 
tha t there was a big response from libraries has already been subm itted to G oveni- 
adult illiterates, both men and women. ment. It includes provision of grants to 
The tide of enthusiasm had to be existing libraries for opening read ing  rooms for 
immediately harnessed. I t  was, there- the adults who have received social education 
fore, decided to increase the depart- , rNr _ „  _
mental activities for the spread of 13. R A D IO S  F O R  R U R A L  A REA S,
social education. A yeai of depart- G overnm ent has sanctioned the purchase
mental activities was divided into of 1,000 radios for allotm ent to  villages,
three periods as u n d e r A r r a n g e m e n t s  for the ir purchase are nearly
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complete, and by the beginning of the year A rrangem ents have also been made to meet 
1949, these will be installed in villages. A the demand for slates by placing orders with the 
committee of experts has drawn up a plan for big m anufacturers, 
the m aintenance and servicing of these radios.
Arrangem ents for broad-casts suited for rural 22. A U D IO -V IS U A L  E D U C A T IO N , 
areas are to be made in consulation with All
India Radio, N agpur. The scheme contem plates providing a

19. P R O D U C T IO N  O F  L IT E R A T U R E  specially bu ilt m otor van for each district.
t  his van is to be fitted with a Jb mm. pro-

(i) The section fo r production of literature jector, an epidiascope, a gramophone, a radio, a
has begun publishing a fort-nightly film strip  projector and a complete public 
journal named “ P rakash  ” from the address system. 20 chassis have already been 
2nd O ctober 1948. It is issued in purchased and a pilot model has been con-
H indi and M arathi, the two languages structed  Each d istric t is expected to get its

•of the province. The section is plann- van within the next 3 months. Production of
ing publication of booklets for social films has not, however, been taken,up. It is
education, and they will become avail- proposed to meet the initial requirem ents by
able within a couple of months. purchasing such educational films as are

(ii) In response to the appeal to literary available, 
societies and literary  men and women
of the country issued by the H on’ble 23. E X P A N S IO N  O F  A G E N C IE S.
P an d it D. P. Mishra, calling upon them
to produce literature for Social E duca- H ardly  nine m onths have elapsed since the 
tion, several books and pam phlets .scheme of social education was started in 
have been received for consideration. Central Provinces and Berar. I t  is too early 
The section for production of literature yet to assess its results. The first year’s 
has scrutinised these pam phlets and activities were more in the direction of setting 
recommended for publication and up the adm inistrative machinery. Fram ing 
patronage such of them as were found rules and instructions, providing checks and 
suitable. controls and training of the personnel took

20. ART, P U B L IC IT Y  AND S T A T IS T IC S  considerable time. A train ing course for the 
SU C T IO N S  adm inistrative ofliceis was recently held at

Nagpur. The D istrict Inspectors of Schools 
The Chief A rtist and the Assistant A rtist and the. Additional D istrict Inspectors of 

prepare illustrations for the fortnightly magazine Schools, are now holding train ing  courses for 
“ P rakash  ” and for the pamphlets. They the ir subordinate staff and for the social educa- 
have also produced several - posters for tion w orkers. In addition to  the part time 
propaganda. The Publicity Section provided w orkers, who are given rem uneration of Ra. 5/- 
many news items and k ep t in touch with the p, ni., G overnm ent have also sanctioned 
press and public opinion. T he S tatistician paym ent of Rs. 10/- p. m. as honorarium  to 
who has been recently appointed is preparing 1,000 teachers in Panchayat towns who will 
pam phlets and bulletins on statistical inform a- undertake the work of education for citizen- 
tion about the work of Social Education. ship. Such teachers have now begun work.

01 a r r o w  v  raw at a t i c p i  at G overnm ent have also sanctioned employment
21. feUPI L \  O k M A I E I J A L . of 1<000 wllole time social education workers,

Securing of supplies of slates, books, lamps on a salary of Rs. 30/- plus Rs. 28/- compen- 
and kerosene-oil for the adult classes is still satory Cost of L iving Allowance per month for 
presenting difficulties. Supply of kerosene has work in the villages. These are yet to be 
now been arranged by obtaining an indepen- selected and appointed. The work will go 
dent quota for special education classes. ahead with greater speed with their help.
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Vocational Training of Adults:
I. I- O.' M onograph on M anpower Programme in U. S. A.

/

Experience lias shown that adult workers at describes briefly the training within industry pro- 
practically all ages desire and w ill utilise organised grammes for supervisory workers. In the sixth 
training in small doses. Such training must be chapter attention is directed to the training acti- 
specific, functional, efficient, readily available, and vities o f trade unions, and the last notes the 
conserve the limited time o f the individuals special provision made for or questions arising 
desiring it points out a report entitled Voca- in the training o f veterans, women and disabled 
tional Training o f Adults in the United States”  persons. A  select bibliography is appended at 
just issued by the I. L. O. the end.

The report which is one o f the series o f The study points out that the greatest part
monographs on vocational training and retraining o f the training o f workers in the United States is 
in different countries forms part of a special pro- at present done by industry itself and within 
gramme o f the I. L. O /s  work on manpower industrial plants. Some industries prefer to do 
problems designed to assist Governments, em- their own training, others while doing their own 
ployers and trade unions in handling problems o f training in part also use the aid o f Government 
vocational guidance and allied matters. Two training agencies, and still others utilise the fnci- 
monographs concerning the United Kingdom and litres o f local vocational schools for all forms 
Belgium have already been published. of training apart from the practical training given

Practically every country in the world has cn ' t5Ĉ
its own quota of problems^ which may be grouped The Government training activities are de- 
underthe omnibus term "m anpow er” , and the signed to supplement the individual schemes o f 
purpose o f the 1. L. O 's manpower programme is industries and those of various trade unions, 
to distil world manpower experience and make Federal funds are provided for the promotion 

the gist of it practically useful for handling nation- development o f vocational education. The 
al problems ; the h L. O . reports on the subject Government training agencies in their efforts to 
go to show that "  manpower is the key to every provide industrial training for employed workers 
country's economic development”  and trained and for those preparing to enter employment 
“ manpower is the key to a rising standard o f develop their programmes in co-operation with 
living and real economic wealth. the representative employers and trade union

The present monograph is divided into seven organisations o f each industry, 
chapters. The first sketches the development o f India needs trained personnel for manning her
training programme for adults up to the present, ambitious programmes o f industrialisation. Sus- 
with special emphasis on war experience of the tained improvement in the efficiency of her work­
training o f adults, and concludes with a brief ers is also an essential condition precedent to all 
overall picture o f existing training activities. The successful efforts at increasing production. The 
second chapter describes training for adults under fullest utilisation o f her manpower and that at its 
the Federal-State Vocational education programme. highest efhency can only he ensured by vocational 
Apprentice training is dealt w ith in the third education on an adequate scale. The experience 
chapter, while the fourth covers in-plant training of the United States w ill, therefore, be o f parti* 
conducted by private undertakings and the fifth cular interest to India at the present moment.



Problems of Adult Education in the Desert Land.
BY

Dr. K . N. K IN I, M , A. (Hons.), A. ML Ph. D., Dip. in Edn. (Columbia),
D irector of Public Instruction, Jodhpur.

I. Much of the land in Rajputnna to the ward desert-land too. People have been 
west of the Aravali hills is desert. The annual feeling that their social status in the new 
rainfall ranges from four to about sixteen society will not be enhanced and tha t their
inches Living is mostly on account of dry- children will not get social recognition in the
farming crops "’and raising of cattle, camels, new age if they will be illiterate. They are also
sheep and goats. Poverty is ram pant. W ater becoming cognisant of the fact tha t they are
mcdlon often serves the people both as food unable to read newspapers at a time when
and drinking water. Villages are highly great political, social and m aterial changes are 
scattered and lie fa r from one another. Most taking place in the land. Realising the need 
or them are thinly populated. Education was for disseminating education among the masses, 
neglected in former days when the adm inistra- a benign cabinet formed entirely of Indians 
tion was in the hands 'o f the British, who had recently sanctioned 100 primary schools while 
„,,t much faith in educating the masses in our formerly only five or six schools would be 
country. Schools are, therefore, few and far sanctioned, and these schools have been distri-
between. One may go forty to sixty miles on bated in the villages with the result tha t the
n)ad in Jodhpur' S tate w ithout meeting a village folk who had become despondent of
primary school. An Inspector has to  travel obtaining schools in the form er days when the
t wo or three d ays on camel in the sandy tracts adm inistration was predominantly in the hands
Ix fore reaching the school in the interior for of the British Officers, have found a new hope
inspection No wonder that the literacy is a and have mustered new courage. They feel 
lu re  four per cent and that one may meet that the present governm ent has been trying to
villages where there in.iv not be a single soul uplift their condition and has been evincing
who can read and write. In a village (Pal) sympathy towards them. W ith the starting  of
only seven miles from Jodhpur City, out of 1052 these 100 primary schools the distances be- 
persons, only 18 are literate (17 men and one tween schools have been bridged and have 
woman)! Most people arc in a state of blissful become much less. Children have begun to 
ignorance. The Universal Declaration of swarm in these newly established schools. 
Human Rights adopted by the General W here it  was thought there would be an enrol- 
Vssembiv of the U nited Nations has no mean- ment of 30 or 40 pupils, there have been

iug to them. enrolments from 80 to 150. The adults who
„ _  , , c ■ 1 , ,, send these children to schools also feel that

On the (lay of our n,dependence, there th ghould them8e|veB become literate and
were hardly twenty-nine adult classes in an t i,rol]g to the adult education classes that have 
:iv :, ol thirty-six thousand square miles, been “ra ,i(llllly established in larger numbers 
mostly d e - r t-m id . l ummy sc mo s weie as j„  the older and newer schools. The teachers 
1, w as 1 ( - and he middle schools on y o l, of w,]0 ^  newly appointed are being told that 
which 4o aud io le.-pi-'etivcly were in the ity they should evince special interest in adult 
n! Jodhpur, in the districts, therefore, there eduoatic>|, and that they should s ta rt adult 

\>"]y  f~ 7 Pri,"1,ry f  and 41 middle UaHe8_ The l nspecting Officers have put a
«  • ■ 1 'r ..... aCh.WS of :id" 1 vdueat.on were QeW yj iu and placcd ft ncw ideal before

,c In rs m these primary and middle schools. ^  ()lder teachers and prevailed upon them 
...ugh an appeal had been made by the to s ta rt adu,t dasses. Meanwhile the 

Departineut of Education to non-teachers to  8Ca,eg of pay of thg teachers have bcen bl- 
undertake this national ta s ,, then response crea8ed, the minimum pay for primary school 
wriH in . te patriotic fervmu of the popit ace teachers being doubled which event has not a 
had not bceit I. 1 he general public litt]e been responsibie for enthusing the
tlicrcfoH* fu iicc t ltt.le interest. Most o lem teachers over their work. The appeals of the 
wc.re even .-cejt ic a tout the u n y  o. at u . Inspecting Officers have gone home to them, 
education. The num ber 0f aduit classes increased from 29

0. Since August 1917, there is wide-spread to  420 in about a year. A second batch of 100 
national consciousness in India and this aware- prim ary schools have been sanctioned and they 
ness has been slowly permeating iu this back- are in the course of starting. The distances



between primary schools will become smaller teacher is paid Ks. 1/- extra for every adult
still and the occasions for teachers to pool made just literate. The second part consists
their experiences together and profit thereby of a months’ course where the adult is raised
will be more abundant. Numbers do count in to higher degree of literacy; and every success-
heartening one another in these desolate ful candidate brings one rupee extra remuner-
regions, for after all man is a gregarious being. ation to the teacher at the end of this second

4. The method employed in educating the st:,Se' Dar\"Z  tl‘e " ef  thre.e “ ° " tl,S the ndult
adults is adjusted to their propensities. U was 18 rudim ents of social studies ( H istory
i - i  j  A . «i> • „» ■ c a and G eography), tlie higher knowledge otdisclosed th a t najan , tha t is, singing ot de- r ,. ,. ?  ' V. , ,• “ ,,. , „„i„j . ,i .ri Hindi and Arithmetic. Social education plavsvotional songs appealed most to them, t hese , . v... ‘ „ .i, ui i i i i a  a very important part at this stage, the adultsongs are written on the black-board and the r , -. 1 „ ‘ , , , .. .• i. *?. • . i ,  . i  .i m rpi ,lr • feels the importance ot ma th, sanitation andadults are taught to read them Ih ey  write , . /  , , , , , ’ c ,, • ,, rpf j  _ _ r i gets considerable knowledge of the socialthem also, lh e  classes have become more . , .  . -nu„ .f.,ii „ .I • • aiiairs m his environm ent lh e  successtutpopular on account ot this one innovation. . . .  . t ,, , , . . , , , ■A,,1 i p. ■ . , candidate at the end ot the third stage brings.lh e  lessons on literacy are interspersed with ,. rr> °  .r , •

i m u„uu„„ * j  n a remuneration ot Ks. A -  to the teacher. JLhussimple anecdotes trom Mahabharata and Kama- c . , r , ,1 , - . 1  j ; „„ c , c for every individual made literate m a nineyana and with readings ot current events trom . ,
J , , , .i . i 0 ■ , , .. months course, the teacher gets an extranewspapers by the teachers, teoeial education .. f ,, &1 1  j r i i i l l  remuneration ot us. o.is encouraged. .Local geography and history,
health and sanitation, home-nursing anti home- 7, J t is not easy to hold the in terest of 
making, local adm inistration and transport, y ie ;UJult continuously for 1) m onths in this 
simple agriculture and animal husbandry pro- desert area, specially where the houses are 
vide themes to  make classes interesting. highly scattered. A considerable num ber of

5 . In  many places teachers take the help adults fall oft a t the end of the second stage 
of their day-scholars in adult education work, and very few complete the th ird  Stage, blow 
The staff of not only prim ary and middle bu t to  hold the in terest of the adults so that tiiey 
also of high schools of late conduct these class- may finish the whole nine m onths’ course, 
es. I t has been made obligatory on the p a rt w ithout which it  is doubtful whether 
of the students of the IX  and higher classes they will be perm anently literate, is a 
th a t they should make a t least one adult literate problem which has been troubling me most, 
during the year. Though it  cannot a t present Every  effort will be made to bring  back all 
be said how far this c ircu lar has worked, the such adults as have left a t the end of the 3 and 
teachers have taken advantage of it and in- 0 m onths’ courses to the adult education class- 
dented upon the»he)p of some o fth e  day-scholars es and ensure perm anent literacy to  them, 
in the ir work. W hile in August, 1947, there The Inspecting Officers have been struggling 
were 480 adults in the 29 classes, in  M arch hard to achieve this end.
1949, there were 5,912 adults in 420 classes. , , . ,
During sowicK and harvesting seasons the  8. Education of adult Women is a most difft-
attendanoe gets thin ; because in the desert, cult problem in these regions where they are kept
there is only one crop and the agriculturists seclusion by the purdah’ system. A few
w ork in the field the whole day and are irre- women teachers have broken the ice starting  
gular in attending night classes. F o r them, classes for adu lt women in  their respective 
this crop is the only means of subsistence areas, th e re  are as few as lb  classes for 
for the year and they cannot afford to lose it adu lt women with an enrolm ent o t 105. Even 
by any means. D uring summer, most of them in the cities and towns, it  is not very easy to 
have considerable leisure bu t a large num ber hold the in terest of even ten women lo r a lew  
o l teachers leave their places for the vacation months* The girls schools have been per- 
and thus we are unable to utilise the ir leisure m itted to have adult women classes during 
for the ir education. W here teachers remain school time for a period a da> 01 u unug  leisure 
in their places during the summer, good adult time, in  many cases the uncial enthusiasm  
education work is going on. Some students has died down. I t  is intended to  give a new 
also conduct classes for adults on a voluntary f ‘lls aspect 0- adult literacy during
basis. 1949-50.

G. F o r an adult class, a teacher is paid  9. The prevailing difficulties of the food
Rs. 7/- p.m. inclusive of contingent expeudi- problem is no t a little  responsible for th is fall-
tu re  for a minimum enrolm ent of 10. T he ing off of the num bers, especially among women, 
whole course is divided into three parts. The They openly say “D ive us cheap food first 
first p a r t consists of mere literacy and the and then ask ns to come to the classes; wo are

PROBLEMS OF ADULT EDUCATION 13



ready to learn provided you solve our food perennial r iv trs  in the north. I often dream 
problem” . The food problem is not in the what a blessing it would be if we could use 
hands of the educationists- It is a difficult atomic energy to melt the ice on the Himalayas 
problem for the country as a whole. The and lead water through rivers and canals and i  
women no doubt are most troubled and even even special conduits and irrigate the desert 
vexed over it, specially in the desert land a t our will. W hat Bhagirath achieved in the 
where famine conditions prevail when rains past in bringing the .Mother Ganga on to the 
fail as at present. The men have to bring plains may perhaps be repeated by the present 
drinking water from a distance of 16 to 20 day atomic scientists and engineers who may 
miles in leather bags on their camels and store be able to bring Ganges to these famine stri- 
i t  for a week. They have to get fodder for cken areas and be the harbingers of peace and 
their domestic animals a t enormous trouble, plenty in the present famine stricken areas.

Any am ount of optimism does not help us in these The vast deserts can then be granaries for 
circumstances. Something should be done to the whole of India. Will some one attem pt 

,  provide water to these vast desert tracts from th is?

Air Waves lor Adult Education
By r

s H arold Goldstein

Radio Broadcasting is now twenty-eight concerned than other educational leaders 
years old. Some say it is still young: those because an overwhelming proportion of air 
who, for one reason or another, have been time is devoted to adult in terests—or at least 
dissatisfied with radio and have consistently to what broadcasters conceive to be adult 
objected to its programs, its ideas and its interests. For this reason, adult educators 
business orcu'iization. O thers say that radio have a big stake in radio today, a stake that 
is quite mature: these people point to the huge they m ust actively defend, 
audiences which gather day and night to listen
to the best aniertainm ent in the world, etc. B ut So, in this twenty-eighth anniversary year, 
the fact th a t the industry has weathered let us look a t w hat has been done faith radio in 
several storm s— including one or two of hurri-’ education, by both educators and broadcasters, 
cane in tensity—should set a t ease even the since the industry has been on its feet, 
hardiest, of the perennial critics; radio, here to
stay, will remain until pushed off the airwaves Crossing the Grent Divide 
by television or some other multisensory form Back in the late twenties, educators all over 
ot communication. the ]an(J their best to appraise and to try

The fact th a t for twenty-eight years we to get into the sp irit of this new-fangled device 
have had a medium of communication which which seemed about to revolutionize people’s 
now boasts some 66 million radio receivers in entertainm ent, sources of information and cul- 
37 million homes, and has as its dispersing tural values. Some of them —the more 
agent* approximately 2,200 AM broadcast farsighted and d isce rn in g -saw  that mere 
stations and about 1.400 FM  stations should appraisal and ta lk  about radio was not going 
make adu lt educators stop and th ink of what to keep down the undesirable aspects or im- 
thty  have been doing with and about this prove their own abilities to use radio. In line 
powerful influence on our thinking, attitudes with the theory of learning by doing, some 
and actions. Adult educators should be more educators a t a number of state colleges and

14 PROBLEMS OF ADULT EDUCATION



universities managed to procure enough funds Ilo w  to Get Brick
and personnel to s ta rt and maintain stations •

A  which are today independent of commercial H aving found out that commercial stations
ties. B ut—there are only 34 of these educa- could .supply some of their needs, and that
tional stations today among 2,200 broadcast educational stations m ight.have done so if they
stations (AM); and of these 3-1, nine have to had been properly supported and run, adult
sell time in order to make ends meet. There educators now have before them a  double-lane
were many more, or course ; bu t cu t-th roat highway to take them back into active, wide-
competition between educational and cominer- spread use of radio. In one lane are the
cial stations for listeners and program talent opportunities for educators to procure and
was difficult for smaller stations to survive, and operate h M radio stations. There was room
their m ortality ra te  was high. last July, according to Chairman Wayne Coy

- of the FCC, for some 800 FM  educational
E a rly  D isillusionm ent ' stations. He w arned them that these openings

wouldi) t be available long;—11 educators didn t
W hy? It must have been pleasant for the act T'ickly to ,.Sct t,!^  would 8° <

listener' to avoid com m ercials-before, between, commercial applicants He said further that
and a fter-an d  it must have been nice to this would probably be education s last chance
realise that he owed no one anything in the 0 obtaining radio facilities.
way of support (except his listening time) for Educators, them have an opportunity to 
this o r that program. i  hen too, there were tilke over part  of the airwaves for their own 
some very good progiam s which appealed to a useSi While present commercial equipm ent is 
more m ature America. nu t after a win e. q Ujte expensive, it is of interest to no te  tha t 
those who listened to some of the non-commer- s  se U niversity ’s success with a low 
cial broadcasts began to wonder it it were power t r a n s m it te r - two and one-half w a t t s -  
worth while staying tuned to dry professors, has brought such facilities to the attention of 
twangy students, ra her poor plays, and not- thfi FCC;  a„ wp|1 ,IS to other institu tions which 
too-new news when the big commercial cannot afford hi h power stations, 
stations around the dial could furnish them
with W inched, Town Meeting or T heatre A dult education might ask, however, why,
G uild by a mere tw ist of the wrist. Probably, having come a long way from the troubles and 
as a m atter of fact ,  this is about the way the worries of broadcasting, w ith its attendant 
metamorphosis of the radio listeners proceed- responsibilities for m aintaining audiences and 
ed: first, gratitude for and wonderm ent a t the supplying material, they should consider once 
kind of programs the non-commercials gave again the tria ls of entering the ‘ mike” side 
him: then a feeling of boredom and disappoint- of radio ? W hat will such activity get them ? 
ment. because of their lack ol variety; finally,
intoxication through the dazzling offerings of A dult education takes place in situations
the commercial stations. involving adults of many backgrounds; and all

, adults whether they w ant to or not, are faced
Now, however, there is a good chance fo ra  ev e ry d ay  with the necessity of finding out 

new cycle to start, involving the commercial about events in th e ir  daily lives, and of making 
stations as it once did the non-commercial- decisions based on this information. Adults 
Because so many educational stations fall bv are 111 urgent need of responsible inform ation 
the wayside in the terrific competition for air services which in terpret news and factual data 
time and frequency allocations, and because in 1,1 a l,sefl,h personally meaningful way. Radio 
the fight for the listener the more elevated Programs sponsored by adult education could 
levels of programming were ground down, the P™v,de a «heap, acoessib e and r e l i a b l e  source 
Federal Communications Act of 1 9 3 4 -s till  in pf such inform ation hollowup material rang- 
efleet—stipulated that broadcast stations must ,n ' 'nSLof complexity irom simple question
devote a reasonable share of their time to pro- shef;ks ff  discussion to elaborate study guides, 
grams in the public interest. This public (:0,dtl be llsed 1,1 connection with these 
service requirement, has been a shot in the arm piogiam s.
for educational broadcasting; stations by and Cooperation with Commercial Stations 
large have observed the le tter—it not always
the sp irit—of the FC C  ruling. ft is the An alternative to the operation of radio 
educators who have been heedless of this stations by adult educators, which will still 
opportunity to exercise a greater influence in allow education to have a voice in broadcast 
radio programming, arrangem ents, is possible through cooperation.

* I ■

■
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This is the second lane of the double highway can be said that not nearly enough of the 
referred to above. broadcasting facilities in operation are being

From  their first broadcasts to present ones, constantly and purposefully—to bring
radio people have tried to make their programs '• f  11101 e: . information, stimulation and 
represent what they thought their audiences v a l,e t'  111 th en -lea rn in g  experiences. There 
wanted. The point of im portance for adult 'lU- many examples of cooperation which can 
educators is that, most broadcasters are usually bR tK,lnted to —and some of these two-way
willing to listen to suggestions for program s ?itangem ents are stable oldsters” by now.
which might be broadcast to fill a need. The ,./.e 0 q ^ M ountain Radio Council, the
adult educator, of course, should know better 1118 011. 11 j ln Council, and others, show tha t 
than anyone else in his community w hat the coopeiation between broadcasters and educa- 
information and learning needs of his students 0I,S f ‘?n *j.  ̂ 111 maI1y broadcast hours of 
are; he theoretically, is in the best position to v:i nable radio programs. -The surface of such 
make recommendations for radio programs of an nuclei faking on a really large scale is hardly 
the types best situated to the adults of the ?c,r,a c led' , . ®lu'e’ there are problems of
community. followups, _ of tim ing arrangem ents, and of

other adm inistrative m atters which are not 
At the present time, there are places which to be dismissed lightly. B ut the satisfaction 

use their local community stations successfully of adults which might be attained is well 
in one educational venture or another; bu t it w orth the trouble of the adjustm ents required.

News fron t FA If a n d  N EAR —
The Orissa Government has begun work on a institutions. Speaking o f the value of libraries in 

scheme o f Adult Education. The scheme which the work ol educating the masses Dr. Khanna 
w ill cost Rs. 5 lakhs, is being subsidized by the said, "There can be no better work than the 
Centre. setting up o f libraries. It is one o f the best

*  methods o f imparting education to the people. It 
The teachers and students o f the local institu- 11cIps us 1,1 the developing o f high thoughts.

tions in Maninur have launched a district Literacy The A rt Gallery consists o f prints o f paintings
Campaign. The task of chalking out plans and representing various schools o f A rt, like Ajanta,
collecting funds to implement them is being done Moghul, Persian, Bengal, Rajput, folk and the'
by an Executive Committee of fifteen members. modern Art. In connection with A rt Galleries

* * *  Dr. Khanna pointed out that "education is incOm-
rj,, c . , , _ , _ ,  plete without a sense to appreciate art."
/  lie Seminar an Indian Rural Education at

Nevt Delhi, is scheduled to meet from Nov. 2 * *
to Dec. 14. A Lake Success UNESCO announce- Classes o f  Social Education have been organized 
meut says it w ill be organized by the Government with maiked success in the Railway areas of 
oj India on behalf of the UNESCO. Each Asian Badnera with equal opportunities for men and 
Country w ill be represented by three representa- women. Out o f the total 190 illiterate employees 
tives. Other member states of the UNESCO w ill about 150 had been enrolled by May, 16. The 
send one specialist each. The Seminar has on its cooperation rendered by the office-holders of the 
agenda some important topics : methods of teacher- G. I. P. Rly. Nazdoor Panchayat to the organizers 
training, techniques of instruction, hygiene and of these classes proved invaluable, 
health, child-care and upkeep o f the home. T ; c . a  ,  , ,  ~

„ / he ^ m m e r  Adult Literacy Campaign in the
* Chhatlisgarh ( C. P , ) villages have been crowned

In May Dr. K. C. Khanna, Director o f Public W '^  '-ematkable success. In some of the villages
Instruction, E. Punjab, performed the opening ,ke oaja and berla illiteracy has been completedly
ceremony of the International Gallery and Library eliminated. I he efficiency and perseverance o f
in the K ha Isa High School. Kharar, 42 miles l £ r̂ an*2C[s anc* the great enthusiasm shown 
west o f Ambala on the Ambala-Nangal road. In the people contributed to this success, 
his inaugural address Dj .  Khanna thanked M r. * *  *
M . b j  Randhawa, the Deputy Commissioner In an article in the Bharat Jyoti o f 29th M ay 
Ambala for the initiative in founding the two Homi J. H. Taleyarkhan gives a critical appraisal
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Po f the neru Ten Year Plan which came into and the value o f hygiene. The Committee also 
operation in Bombay last November. Some o f runs papers in Marathi, Hindi, and Gujraii for
the points made w ill be o f interest to those the benefit o f its students. A t the instance o f
connected with this work in other provinces. Premier Kher the" Committee has extended its
1 lie Literacy Campaign was started in Bombay work to people in certain jails, 
in 1939 with the formation o f the Bombay Adult
Education Committee. The initial difficulties *  * *
faced by the committee were o f tw o  types: the A N D H D A
rate o f increase in the number o f illiterates in the
age group 15 to 40 out-distanced for a certain ' The Government Training School for Adult 
period the rate o f its elimination ; the fact that no School Teachers, Guntur, was opened at Guntur 
less than six' languages are spoken in Bombay on 5-5-49. It is located in the premises o f the
multiplied the already enormous work o f the Hindu College High School in the heart o f the
Committee. The Literacy Campaign had to be town.
organized in all the six languages: Gujrati, T. r  j  „ r c  - ki \r  c ll  n
Marathi, Hindi, Kanada, Tclegu and Urdu. The lhe Start consists o f Sri N. \  . Subba Rao
Government agreed to bear half the financial aS headmaster and [: y - Prakasa Rao as 
burden o f the scheme : the rest was collected T 515,43" 4- , Forty candidates were admitted out 
from the public. M ost o f the literacy classes wh,ch t,ie ma,ority bc]ons to Guntur town’ 
were held in the chawls or in the corridors o f M ASS E D U C A T IO N  IN B A C K W A R D
the premises where the workers stay, as the AREAS
workers, specially the women, were reluctant to Ti .
leave their chawls. The literacy classes had a New Aork, July _1 1 he way to win the
duration o f four months at the end o f which the Cold war against Communism is to  educate 
"  students " had to submit to a simple test after the masses o f Asia, Africa and Central America.

Pass'n8 which they were considered literate. Dr. Frank C. Lauback, a w ell known missio-
1 his campaign which spread over a period o f ten nary educationist, has reported to the Committee 
years succeeded in making over 130,000 men and for W orld  Literacy o f the Foreign Mission Con-
30,000 women able to read and write. The fcrence.
campaign was supplemented from time to time
with social education camps for those who had Dr. Lauback has just returned from a tour in the 
already acquired the literacy certificates, and course o f which he conducted mass literacy
training camps for the teachers. People's Com- campaigns in several countries, including India,
mittees were formed to help the Literacy Officers Pakistan and Australia. He claims in some cases
in the work o f supervision. to have taught illiterates to read in one week.

Another Ten Year Literacy plan on the Dr Lauback said: "The masses are pathetically
pattern o f the previous plan was started in g*8" .  4°  T,earn- , l hney th 'nk ,we shr0ald Put
November last year. It aims at making literate l u  S ? ? '"* F° Ur T  ful1 ,force;
in the next ten years Bombay's ten lakh illiterates. he 4 S,A  should prov.de its tremendous techn.cal 
The experience gained in the working o f the first knowledge and all the material help it can give 
plan has simplified the implementation o f the new f° r 4he benefit °  , the j * rCaS' ai[d”
plan. The city is divided into eight administra- mOSt in]P0 ltf n i- thls should be done w ithout
tive units stretching from Colaba to ' Mahim and any political strI,n8s attached or any selfish
from W o rli to Mazagaon. Each unit has an economic motives. .
Assistant Literacy Officer.^ Social education is an Speaking o f his impressions during the tour, 
important part o f the Committee’s plan. The he said the Indian and Pakistan Governments
students are given lectures on the importance had"  let their people vote before they could
o f the right o f franchise, their civic responsibilities read"— PTI.
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ADULT EDUCATION
The U.N.E S.C.O. seminar held in Mysore afford to spend more on education than what 

recently was the occasion lor many speeches they are already doing, the people would 
on the size and nature o f the problem o f adult know at least that talk o f first priority is
education in this country. It was also the merely a rhetorical way o f saying no priority
occasion for a repetition o f many oft-repeated at all . W hat applies to the talk or nrst priority 
assurances. The Education Minister again de- applies to die assurance about social conscrip-
clared that the Government would give the tion. The Education Minister has calculated
"first p riority" to adult education and would that several million teachers are needed for an
even introduce social conscription to make adult, education drive. But what are the people
good the need for millions of teachers to to make o f this complaint about the short-
implement the programme. These assurances age o f teachers when the Government are not
would have been more cheering, however, if they in a position to guarantee work even to trained
had been accompanied by some assurance o f teachers, hundieds o f whom are w ithout work 
their implementation. As the assurances regard- today? It is not for the first time that a Govern-

. ing both the high priority given to education ment spokesman has emphasised the need for
in the Governments plans and social con- social conscription, for every educated person
scription have been given many times before and every student giving part of his time to
not only by the Education Minister but also the adult education drive. But nobodv has told
by the Prime Minister, the people, before they the country yet as to how far these plans have
can accept them at their face value, would proceeded. There should be no difficulty in
like to have some more convincing evidence any case in the Government's finalising their
that they are meant to be implemented. Neither plans with greater speed. Social conscription
Maulana Azad's speech nor Prof. Humayun in the interests o f mass education is by no
Kabir's provided any such evidence. As w-e means a novel experiment. It has been tried by
have repeatedly pointed out in the past, good several countries vtdth success. The Indian
intentions and declarations of good intentions Government have only to adjust their plans in
are not going to wipe out mass illiteracy'^— atid the light o f the experience o f these countries, 
for centuries most o f our people have been Apart from w oo lly  assurances, however, the 
steeped in illiteracy— or provide the majority Education Minister lias not said anything about 
o f the people with that knowledge which alone what is going to be done, 
can make them better citizens and batter men
at their job. W hat the people would like to It may be that the education policy-makers
know, therefore, is not what the Government's are not to blame for this inaction. It may be that 
intentions are but what they propose to do to thev have no adequate funds at their disposal and 
translate those intentions into policies. The more schools, more teachers, more text-books, 
people have been told too olten that die Gov- and even social conscription require funds. But 
eminent would give tire ' first priority ' to the question of additional funds conies in only 
adult education. They would like to know when they can prove that every avai labl e pie in 
how much money they are prepared to spend the education budget today is being put to the 
on this ' first p r io r ity ' and where the money most rational use. lh e  Education M inistry is 
w ill come from. If the Government cannot hardly in a position to prove that. Above all,
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it docs not require large funds to evolve a mass be related to the vocation of the man to whom 
education programme to suit our resources and it is given to enable him to do his job more effi- 
our circumstances. But no such programme ex- ciently. O nly in this manner can the social gain 4 
ists. Adult education, it has been proved by from adult education be consolidated. There is 
painful experience, is of little use unless the adults, nothing in what is known of the Government's 
who get their short course of education, are en- plans to show that they are aware of these needs, 
abled to retain their knowledge and unless a chain W hat is indeed most tragic about the stagnant 
of small village libraries is created and active conditions of education in India today is not the 
steps are taken to encourage popular literature. lack of means needed to implement a rational 
If these facilities are not there, education w ill policy but the lack of a rational policy suited to 
only be wasted, for it w ill be automatically our means, 
followed bv a relapse into illiteracy. Similarly
adult education to yield positive results has to (Indian News Chronicle Dj 7-11-49)

U N E S C O  S E MI NA R
RECOGNITION TO THE ASSOCIATION

We are glad to announce that the Government of India have been pleased 
to nominate the following leading members of the Association as delegates and 
observers to the UNESCO Seminar now being held at Mysore:—

.-■I
1. Dr. Zakir Hussain, Vice-President, Indian Adult Education Association,

as delegate.

2. Janab Shafiq-ul-Rahman Qidwai, President-elect of the Seventh
Session of the All India Adult Education Conference as alternate
delegate.

3. Shri V. S. Mathur, Treasurer, Indian Adult Education Association, as
observer.

4. Shri S. C. Dutta, Asstt. Secretary, .Indian Adult Education Association,
as observer.

I be last two have been nominated as observers on behalf of the Association 
which wa3 invited by the Govt, of India to send two observers on its behalf.

In addition to these, Shri T. Madhe Gowda, Prof. W. G. Eagleton and 
Shri P- M Gopalkrishanan attended the Seminar as observers,



New Problems of Adult Education
by

Dr. K. N. Kini, M. A. (Hons) A. M., Ph. D„ Dip-in-Edn (Columbia University) 
Director of Public Instruction Jodhpur.

Tn a country like Tndia where over eighty- should keep themselves in intimate touch with 
five per cent of the people are illiterate, it is industry and know their requirements!
natural that Adult Italucation should in the 3 . [,, orc]er t0 increase production in our
first instance be mostly confined to the task country, which is the most important question 
of enabling the vast illiterate masses to read ()f day, we should organize as part of the 
and write, including of course the imparting of adult education programme trade pi eparatory
an elementary knowledge of hygiene and sani- c o u r s e s ’ for those already engaged in industry, 
tation, local geography and history and the a<j n]t has chosen, say, metal-turning as
very rudiments of arithmetic. Add to this, bjs occupation. He finds that there is no
the adults rendered literate should be enabled future for it in the locality and that he would 
to retain their literacy by reading simple books take to a new vocation, say plumbing. Op- 
0 1 1  topics of interest to them and also journals porfunities should be provided for such new 
dealing with our daily political and social and trade preparatory courses-as the artisan and 
economic problems. journeyman level in the evening or night

2. Vocationalixe A d u lt E d u c a tio n :— B u t  ' , ' . «, , . „ , , , ,
our country has to progress industrially and 4 Courses of tra d e -e rem to n  type should
i„ agriculture and in producing first ra te  also be organized. An adult may not be very 
materials required for defence purposes. We proficient say m electiic welding and he 
should be, as far as possible, a self-sufficient wislies to up-grade himself in the same voca- 
nation To produce these requirements, our tu>" 80 as to elli,ble llim t(> e:irn mnre or oeeupy 
workers should be more skilled, evince greater positions in the industrial employment
intelligence and possess a., elementary know- ladder Courses should be devised for him 
ledge of science and practical mathemetics and to reach the highest proficiency. He shot. ild be 
machine-drawing. F o r  example an ordinary taught the science, the mathematics, the draw- 
labourer can hardly perform efficiently the mg and the commerce connected with the 
tasks involved in the manufacture of elec- trade, which knowledge Will add to his cultural 
trical machinery and radio equipment, battle equipment also. Culture should and could 
ships, destroyers and so on. Therefore after a^0 sought through the vocation, 
the ordinary literacy of the adult is achieved, U P -G R A D IN G  I N  G E N E R A L
we should "organize courses for them in ele- E D U C A T IO N .
ments of science and mathematics, geometri- g Another tvpe of adult education greatly
cal and machine drawing and relate these to merits our consideration. A number of persons 
the vocations they are following with the who bave p .lSsed their examinations at various 
object of enhancing their vocational compe- ]eve]s wish t0 enhance their qualifications, 
tency. An analysis of each of the Jobs in F or example, an adult who has passed the sixth 
which the adults of the locality ate engaged c ]asa examination wishes to study tlie siib- 
should be done and the particular aspects of j ects of higher classes and obtain higher certi- 
the above named subjects that are applicable ficates t o enable him to upgrade him-. If ... 
therein should be taught to them If the his pn)fession. H e is employed and cauuot 
adults find that what is taught to them has atteiul <Jav school H e and other j.cople like 
relation to their vocations and will enhance hjm sbollj d be uff„rded facilities to progress, 
their efficiency and therefore their earning classes either in the morning or in the nights 
power, they will surely be interested u. the sbo|||(1 be or{,.m jZ(.d for persons and their
instruction imported. In short  we should q,mlifi(.a t ions enhanced indirectly, profes- 
vocHtionalise adult education even from the aion8 ancl vocations will get higher qualified 
lowest level. Specially qualified persons should persons.
be employed to do the job analysis and to T T \ t TVr fi'T? QT' I ' JJTQ t v  f h i t  7
produce suitable books for the use of the R U R A L  M  l U ' R S I l I R - f }  I X  ID l U
adults. Adult Education Ten chert should also D D L  / A
be specially trained to perform their tasks 6. In nil our programmes, especially of
with zeal and efficiency and knowledge. They higher adult education, we shou.'A not lose
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sight of the rural population. Evening courses, we afford them suitable opportunities do 
both literary and vocational, are being grad- so. If we • do not effect this reform,
ually organized in the urban areas, bu t not in the more intelligent rural people will

. rural parts. This is partly so because we have flock to the towns to add to the numbers of the 1 
not got higher institutions of learning in vill- un-emploved or under-employed people and 
ages. We talk of food production but do not cause economic waste and dissatisfaction 
impart suitable instruction to the village folk in the long run. 
in the art of modern agriculture and allied
occupations, principally because there are no S' If rural colleges and universities could 
educational institutions which can under- be established with the above objectives, 
take the task. It is quite likely that more adequate and suitable arrangements can be
and more middle and high schools will be made for up-grading the cultural as well as
established there. Rut it  is highly improbable vocational levels of the rural population in
that the nation will think of higher institu- their own enviroment and at times suited
tions a t the college and university level in to their hours of work. During slack seasons,
rural areas. the farmers could have day courses and in

the agricultural seasons, they could have night
7. I plead that we should establish new classes. ‘‘ Trade preparatory ” and “ Trade

types of colleges and Universities in rural extension ” courses can be easily organized
parts to suit the social and economic life in these institutions of higher learning at
of the rural population. Rural Colleges any desired level. O f course ,these institutions
and Universities should be pre-eminently for rural folk should not be run on the cast-
institutions for teaching people to produce iron principals of urban colleges and uni-
food, clothing and building materials required versities with their interminable rules and
by the nation on modern scientific and regulations, ordinances and schedules which
technological lines. Agriculture, animal hus- confuse even intelligent urban populations. In
bandry, textiles, forestry, pottery, fishery, rural rural universities, examinations should be
electrification, rural building trades, soil all internal more or less on the type of the
conservation, small scale industries, etc. should old Onruhulas where the pupils were not
be the subjects of study at college level in allowed to leave un til they attained cent per
their nn tm al setting and rural populations cent competency. The relations between the
should have opportunities of going up to adults and the teachers would be more
the higher stages including research in their intimate and there will be no attempts by
branches. the candidates for examinations to steal qites-

o r i  , • r , i  t r t tion papers and for examiners to tamper with8. Laboratories for  study of forest pro- ,, 1 f i ..i ,  , r , ,  c ,■ , • • the marks. I  lie performance of the pupilsducts and of problems of fisheries, agri- ... . ,. ,* 1 ,. i i i i  i i . will be continued until they satisfy theculture anti animal husbandry are being set , , .. . ,, , . , ■ . J ., J ^ teachers that they are adequately competent,up in cities, where there is no proper 1 / 1
environment for these occupations. When N E E D  F O R  A N E W  P H IL O S O P H Y  
an alien people, who were not earnest about q j O Xj IF i j
these matters, were occupying the highest posts,
tin se laboratories were constructed in cities ]0. In order to resolve the poverty, 
so that they may all reside in the urban illiteracy, and ignorance in the land we
areas and enjoy club life with their com- should develop a new philosophy of life and
peers in other departments, They had nothing propagate if in the classes for adults. Tile
iu common with our rural population. They old slogan “Simple living and high thinking”
did not really mean to solve their problems has led to poverty ami ignorance. We should
either. Rut when we Indians are a t the adopt a new slogan ''High Living and high
helm of a flairs, we should take correct Thinking” which are not incompatible with
view of the whole situation and see that each other. On the other hand high living
what is due to the rural people is goes well with high thinking in this material-
vouchsafed to them. I therefore strongly istic world,
urge that colleges and universities be esta­
blished in the rural areas and all rural subjects 11. Production should be speeded tip and
be studied in their natural environment the co-operation of adults is most needed in '
much to the advantage and benefit of the this matter. Slow and Steady” does not win
rural population, who have after all to produce the race. Instead “Quick and Sure”  wins the
the f,.od that, wo m-ed and who can race of life, and our people should atlopt this
produce many other tin ides  tor us provided principle in their occupations.
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12. The collossal illiteracy in the land D E F E N C E ,
cannot be removed by the older method of 10 rv t . , ,
“hasten slowly.” A big programme should be ’ *'* . Defence should be-ai g reat concern of 

'■* adopted and worked mos’t briskly. “Hasten ? " nation. Home guards should be organ- 
H astily” alone will serve the nation in this , Z e d a  trem endousscale  in towns as well 
matter. At our present rate, it  will take vl a®^s’ -Adult Education movement and
decades, if not centuries, to make India fully ‘IT16 j  U!l. j .  m,,vealent should be co­
literate. o ra  mated. Adults should be interested in the

matter of protecting themselves and their 
goods. Every adult should be a soldier,

Indian Adult Education Association
DEPUTATION TO THE HON’BLE MINISTER OF EDUCATION

A deputation of th? Indian Adult Educa- College for teachers of Adult Schools. This
tion Association, consisting of Dr. S. It. College should have three functions.
Rang innthan, J.tnab S. R. Qidwai, Messrs. . . .  . • 11 , j- , ,
V s  Math, r, N. L  Kitroo, S. C. Dutta, ,  (.1’ i o  ° "  a" bas,s> t]'<>

. , | .1 , Tr,Vit_ , 1 teachers needed bv the training colleges to be
waned on -m -ma . i ' ‘ ■ , established in the constituent States. There won’t

, Minister o Educauo.i, a. the Cent.a Sec.e- bft h C!llldidates to be trained by each
t  tariat at 12-o p in. on ord Uctoper, luitJ. J . , ,

Dr S. R. Rangtma.han explained the views State‘ this purpose the only practicable 
r 1 A f II . course is for the leaders of this new profession

of the-Association as fo l lo w s : -  needed by all the States, to be trained in one
While appreciating the large sum set apar t  all-India Centre, 

for the promotion of social education, the /q, .ip. . , f .
Association feels tha t aiming at more than /,2) There is need for research in the forging

S  reputation made would w arrant is of the technique of teaching adults suited to
liable to bring the movement into disrepute. >-diai, conditions. W e can not blindly imitate 
Preparation well in advance is quite essential. tbe ‘ "cU tq u e  followed in other countries The 
Indeed it  is our capacity for preparation that ^d i i l t  Education Department of the Jam .a
should settle the pace of progress in social JT iha , the Delhi Municipality and the Delhi 
sno mi etue i p K , Province can be used as laboratories and for
education. field worb j„ conducting research in the tech-

There are three bottlenecks in the prepara- nique of social education.

tlon‘ (3) Moreover, the teachers necessary for
1.1. There is first the preparation of works. Delhi and its environs will also be trained

Teaching adults is quite different from teaching incidentally in the Central College, 
tlie children at school. The same methods . 0 rri „ „  
won’t work With adults. A special technique ^  ‘,e second sphere for preparation , ,
W I I I W U I M U  ___ , y  , . „ the production of books and reading materials
is necessary and the w oikeis  must be given both for the schoo|8 of 60ciai education and
a good training m  it. for the follow-up work. Even in well-devel-

The futility of turning the ordinary teachers oped countries like England and Denmark 
on to w ork with adults had been demonstrated it  is experienced that the inadequacy of reading 
quite often. We begin with a flare of trumpets. materials suited to adults a t  different intelleo- 
The adults drop out gradually and we try to tual levels is leading to much wastage and 
forget our attempts a t adult education. This relapse to illiteracy in an appreciable number 
recurs year after year. This is due to wrong The central government should prepare reading 
technique. The central government should materials concurrently with setting up adult 
break  this bottleneck, by establishing a T rain ing schools in large numbers. Here  the example
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of what was (Tone by the government about Department of Social Education lias to be
•i hundred years ago in tlie promotion of different from the very recruitment of learners,
school text-books will be of use. Vermicular the formation of homogeneous classes, the
text-book Societies were, founded in nil Pro- technique of teaching right up to follow-up-
vinces with Govt, capital at'd till possible Work. A new tradition has to be built up.
private agencies were stimulated to produce I t  cannot be attached to the traditions of
books till tlie.tfades found it worth while to either the University or of the Elementary and
take it into its hands. After about 40 years Secondary Schools, i l t is  tradition has to be
these Societies were wound-up. Unless the nurtured from the very beginning along right
government set tip a similar organisation for lines.
adult books, the book-famine will not be lifted . i . j o
nnd tii" premature anti hasty attempt at spread- 3. Formation of Union Boatds and States 
ing social education will end in failure. Boards of Social Education was the next point

raised. It may have 15 other members made
1 3 For the next two or three decades, „ p 0f \o  .selected by the Ministry from among

social education will have to move on even nominees of the constituent States and 3
ind.-tiendently of literacy. Visual aids should selected by all - India Bodies concerned with
play a large part in social education. Charts, the spread of Social Education like (11 the
diagrams, lament slides and cinema scrap Indian Adult Education Association. (2) The
books, reels are needed on a variety of topics. Indian Library Association and (3) an all -
W hue some of these can be made by the local India Body specialising in the production of
workers, a good many should be produced on audio-visual aids.
a large scale bv a central agency. The Central
government should stimulate their production 3.2. F unction  I t  should not be merely an 
by financial help. advisory body. O ur experience of advisory

bodies has been very disappointing. They
2. The agency for social education work never function. Their advice is never sought,

is another important matter. This Union Board should have initiative and
n . , , , , , , , ,  , have the following func tions :—2 1 . 1 here is no doubt that the day to day

work of this vast undertaking should invoke Cl) to function in the first six months ns a 
the aid of local agencies, which will be largely fact-finding commission to go into (i) the expe-
vt'hintaty bodies of citizens. rimental centres already in existence; (ii) the

. . .  . . . , , . strength of the teaching personnel available;
2.2. But at lie level of the constituent luld (iii) the extent and the cause of the success

S-ates nnd the ( entre, full use must be made Qr f.lilurP of the piist a tte ,npts a t adult educa-
o! non - official ngenc.es to stimulate local tion in different centres ; and
DU- nci- s  to produce rending rmiterndfc nnd
am i. - visual aids. More than all this, these (2) to draw tip a development, plan with
lton-nlT'mial agen'eies will be greatly needed special attention to the bottleneck of (t) finall-
to mahe the public accept social education. ces ; (ii) the training of necessary man-power

to do the work, and (iii) the production and 
2.3 At the Government level, there is need the service of the necessary reading and kin-

f o r a  separate Department, of Social Education. dred materials to make the work of social
The Ministry of Education has already seen education enduring, 
the wisdom of having two different organisa-
ti u set. no — one for University education (3) It should co-ordinate the. work of the 
and another for school education — as the Board of Social Education of the constituent
p iobhm s and the technique needed at these States.
ieveD are quite different. To these two arms (4) Jt ghoilld d eve,6p the whole work in 
of th e  Minister, a third arm should be added five ywn,  K0 |lB to crP‘lte a well - seasoned

'' ■ ' ■ i  11. 1,1 .' 1 " "  <J ,lfI0n- Department of Social Education independent.1 or this torm or education has an additional c , ,• • , r-r -, . . . . .  , ,  ot and co-ordinate with the Universities engu-liami.cap even at the initial stage. Mere , . . . . , ,i . ,  j, | ... , , ,, ged in higher education on the one side and1 imil> tiiio.iit.ion makes the chi dren tint) youth v\ >, . . f , i- r , .- i■i i  i , , ... , J , the Departments ot rubric  Instruction engaged2 ■ t j s'-iiool and iimver-ities— .almost to - t . i j , .. \ i  i, , . c , , in elementary and secondary education on thethe point ot the applicants being refused adrnts-
Don. But there is no such pull of people
toward social c(li|ealioti. They should be per- 3.3. In the earlier formative years, the 
eniidi (I and coaxed to come to adult schools. Boards of Social Education must be given 
I him tin outlook nnd imrhoclology of the more initiative than the older Departments of

6 INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION



the Government and be less rigidly tied by red- The Minister said tha t the U N E S C O  
tape of all sorts. regulations limited the number of delegates.

. . .  . . The Association pointed out that the govern-
The Minister promised to examine these ment liad freedom to nominate observers repre­

proposals and do whatever was possible. sentiug the Indian Adidt Education Associa-
. . . , . , , tion. The Minister agreed to look into the

4. Jh e  Association next pointed out that matter, 
the government gave a grant >»f Rs. 5,000/-
in 1947 - 4 8  to develop its activities, lin t  it 6 The Association pointed out the anomaly- 
had been denied in the current year with the of its being asked to share one seat on the
result that the work of the Association has National Commission for Cooperation with 
been paralysed. An Association like this can- U N E S C O  with one of its member Associations 
not get much money by voluntary subscriptions. viz tVmt of Bombay. The Minister promised 
The Minister agreed to look into the matter to look into the matter, 
and give help.

7. The Association requested the Minister
5. With regard to the U N E S C O  Adult to open the next All - India Adult Education 

Education Seminar, the Association was let Conference to be held a t Hyderabad in June  
down in public estimate and in the estimate of 1950. The Minister noted the request.
the National Adult Education Association of
other countries, by its not having been taken Then the deputation withdrew,
into confidence by the government of India
and its not being represented at the U N E S C O  S. C. D U T T A
Seminar. A ssistan t Secretary.

I

First Priority for Adult Education
Maulana Azad’s Declaration at U. N. E. S. C. O. Asian Seminar

[ Inaugurating the U .N .ES.C .O . Seminar on Rural Adult Education at Mysore 
Maulami AbuJ iOiiam Azad, India s ii-du cation Minister, declared that the 
Government of India proposed to give first priority to social education in its 
educational schemes, than to solve the problem of having teachers for adult 
education, the Government was thinking of introducing some kind of social cons­
cription of educated persons such as matriculates. ]

Maulana Azad said : You have met here to the world its religions, philosophies
today to discuss what is perhaps the most cultures and civilizations,
important and vital problem for all Asia. The
welfare, progress and prosperity of any State The challenge of onr ancient traditions 
depends upon the quality of us  eit.zens and nnd tlie spiritual poverty of our immediate 
tins tn turn dep ids upon the educatton t  both reqmre fnmi ,„e  peoples of Asia
which moulds their character and shapes „„ _ i- ,
their thoughts. Important as a sound system " 1 S ™ }  effort or the recon-
of education is for all countries, it. is still 'th«lr lives in all spheres. Tins
more important for the countries of Asia. ,,‘volyes a b “MC reconstruction of our modes 
Here we are witnessing a neW awakening 0 ^  or without Such education we
after centuries of slumber and quiescence. C!l" n(,t fulhl our hoPes- O urs  essentially 
The past glorious traditions of the Asian ft democratic age and the spir i t  of equality, 
countries demand that this new awakening fraternity and liberty is sweeping overa l l  the 
must bring to the world a new message even peoples of the world. Asian cottntrie must 
as our ancient civilizations sent forth to the reconstruct their policy and their society in 
farthest corners of the globe; for Asm gave conformity with this spirit.
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When we contrast the demands which the community so that our domestic life may
democracy makes upon the citizens of a State be healthy and prosperous. The last but. not
with the actual condition of education in the least, this education should give him train-
the different countries of Asia, the picture is ing in citizenship so that he obtains some in-
one of grave and anxious concern. It is true sight into the affairs of the world and can
that in some exceptional cases the problem help his government to take decisions which
has been largely mastered. We have Japan will make for peace and progress.
which according to figures available for 194.6 -rr ■ l i t  • n .1 : l:, .. e c or, i i  You will no doubt examine all tire nnpli-has a literacy hgure of 99 per cent and ii- . . , ( v ,.. £ A , * n-r r i cations of such a programme ot Social lt^iil­literacy of only l per cent, i n e  Lebanon . . , 1 , , , , ,, 1  ̂ A , , , • i cation for the/ masses, but there are several

literacy"0 f i g u l T  T urkey ' has "for 945-46 0" tS,tan<In’g ' ^ S ^  asmg* c on . • .i i ,o mmd. 1 he first is the problem of arousinglteraey of bO per cent in the towns and 40 , . . . . 1 . f , ,, °J ., ... • and maintaining the interest of the adult lllite-
per cent in villages 1 nil.ppmes with its , t ,s (>b%ioils that his psychology is
figure of 52.6 per cent is also comparative y different from thllt of tlie child. He m aybe
Will I placed. Ine same remarks would apply .... , , . . , . . rPl. n  1 , rp, ., i ,> , ,,, ■ „ illiterate but his mind is mature il ie  ap-to Ceylon, J hailand, Burma and (,hma. We . . . .  , .. , , r , , ,.u , p proach winch may be suitable for childrencannot, however, guage the magnitude of the 1 , ,  . • i i i r  i i„, i , ’ i would, in many cases, repulse film. Ills books
problem by percentages alone. mast, therefore avoid childish subjects and

L IT E R A C Y  IN IN D IA  yet at the same time deal with problems affcct-
If  we take the figures for India, we find h™ '» a language simple enough for him.

that in pre-partition India the total number of The effort of earning the script must also be
literates according to the 1941 census was 37 ^ s e n e d  so that ns interest does not flag,
million. Assuming that the number of adult Dam sure tha t the Seminar w. 1 examine
literates is about 49 per cent of the total number various methods for making him literate and
of literates, this gives a figure of little over 15 suggest the use of suitable modern d e v ic e s -
millton. Tni.s refers only to the pre-partition Psychological or visual -  to overcome the
Indian provinces. Partition meant a loss of inertia of age and the innate pride of a grown-
nbout 26 per cent of the total population and UP pcrfc011- 4
assuming that the reduction in number of 1 ito— M E T H O D  O F  T E A C H IN G
rates was in the same proportion and allowing
for fluctuations due to normal processes of O ur programme of Social Education must,
birth and death, we may pu t the figure for however, be more than a mere literacy drive,
adult literates in the Indian provinces after This is a point which I need not labour.
Partition at roughly 17 million. To this we W hat I would like the seminar to examine is
have to add the number of adult literates in the best method of teaching the adult illiterate
the States. This is estimated to be about 6 the oilier subjects which are of vital interest
million. The number of adult literates in in- to him. We must largely depend on oral
dia on the basis of 1941 census is therefore teaching, bu t oral instruction has certain
approximately 17 million against a total adult limitations. The experts assembled in this
population of about ISO million, which gives Seminar will, 1 hope, indicate to the participa-
a literacy percentage for adults slightly less ting countries the emphasis to be given to
than 10. This is not. only unsatisfactory but oral instruction, use of books, demonstrations,
positively disturbing Naturally the Govern- u>e of visual aids, lectures or exhibitions in
ment id' I ndi a  propose to give first priority to teaching different subjects like hygiene elemen-
a programme of social education in its schemes tnry arithmetic, elements of citizenship, or
of educational development for the country. simple problems of business and commerce.

By Social Education we menu an education Another peculiar problem which faces all
for the complete man. ft will give him life- Asian countries and, therefore, also India, is
racy .-o tin,i the knowledge of the world may the problem of finding the requisite number
1) collie accessible to him It will teach him of teachers for a programme of Social EdilCa-
how to harmonise himself with his environ- tion It is, I believe, generally agreed that
incur, and make tlie best, of the physical c m -  adults require greater personal care and atten-
ditions in' which lie subsists. It is intended to tion than children. The ratio of teacher to
teach him improved craf ts  and inodes of pro- th taught must, therefore, be higher in their
duetton so that. In-call achieve economic, belter- case than with minors. We require in india
ment It. also aims at teai long loin the nidi- about a million teachers for dealing with
meats of hygiene both for the individual and children of school-going age who constitute
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only about per cent of the total popula- The percentage of literacy in all countries 
tion. F o r  adult, illiterates who will number would then have been appreciably greater. The 
almost BO per cent of the population, we would distinguished educationists assembled in this 
even, on the Same basis, require about four Seminar must advise how best to prevent 
million teachers- If, in addition to this, we this r e l a p s e  into illiteracy. There is 
make allowance for the higher ratio necessary the problem of suitable literature for new lite- 
in their case, the number of teachers required rates, of continuation classes, of extension 
may amount to almost five million. Against lectures, of visual aids and exhibitions, films 
this, we can, of course, balance the factor and pictures and other devices which may be 
that the adult education courses, will be of used. Ail of them, however, involve money 
short duration and perhaps last for about and it is common experience that there, is not 
three months a t a time for giving them the enough money for the purpose. I hope, there- 
first stage of literacy. Even then, the number fore, that the Seminar will suggest priorities 
of teachers to be continually employed on in the use of such aids and also draw up a 
adult education drive will be over a million. scheme which will enable the best possible

utilization of our limited’ resources.
IN D IA ’S P L A N

, , , ID E N T IT Y  O F  ID E A L S
To find the million teachers for school

children is difficult enough; but if in addi- 1 nm glad to hod that you have chosen for 
tion we have to find another million for our the Seminar subjects for study which cover 
programmes of adult education, the problem ="nosr all these aspects 1 have no doub t tha t 
becomes almost insuperable. We are consider- the distinguished assemblage of educators and 
ing in Ind ia  the possibility of utilizing the experts from all over the world will make valu- 
basic school teacher for our programme of able contiibutions in dealing with ail these 
Social Education. We are also examining a problems. As far as 1 can see there is no 
proposal to use some kind of social conscrip- difference in our ideals, i h e  difficulty arises 
tion by which all educated persons will be defining the methods through which those 
repaired to contribute to this national service ideals are to be attained. I am confident tha t 
for a specified period. If all students after the deliberations of the Seminar will yield 
matriculation are compelled to teach for even fiuitful results and suggest to different Asian, 
six months, this would, of course, go some and non-Asian States how best to achieve 
way towards helping the solution, but even the ideals we have set before ourselves, 
then the gap to be overcome would be consi- It is not my purpose today to offer any
derub 1 e. opinion as to what recommendations this Semi- A

There is also the question how far basic ,,ar mi,ke U  N.K.S.C.O. and its 0
will

*7"'ble V ? .  * s x n u *  lea ”  N K S r °  t -education. Peaching small - cm,filets begin in ,he mind of man ami therefore
in the teacher certain mbit! ‘ " the root, of conflict must be weeded out of the
he may not be aule t t sl‘e<J " S n Wiethe? mind of 1 »mve no doubt that the Semin-
adtdts. Similarly, it is a P blet™ J  J  ar will make recommendations to this effect,
young men and wdtnen ]nst on f . ' writ an(, ,  „m ag n„xious a„ „f th;lt on
have the necessary patience and'nmght o be j()lnt delibpratio„s wU, ennb|e ,’s to SM(:u„.st

i eV -  a r ’* for ihe 01
aspects of this intricate question and make
recommendations tha t  may be of use to us and L E S S O N S  O F  O U R  H IS T O R Y
other Asian countries.

1 would, before I conclude, like to draw the 
There are numerous other problems but I attention of the distinguished participants in

will mention only one more. It. has been our the Seminar to the lessons of Indian history,
unfortunate experience—and I have no doubt India has been at her best wlien her doors were
other countries must have faced the same situa- wide open to all who came from abroad. She
tion—that many of the persons who have freely partook of whatever lessons the world
learnt to read and write in schools lapse into had to teach and equally freely g .ve the world
illiteracy. If this were not. so, all children of her best, lne acceptance of unity in
who had once been to school would have diversity has been her motto throughout the
remained literate. ugtB. The essence of this principle is t» huge
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and wide-hearted toleration in which differ- eternal values. Tf we can instil in our private 
enees are recognized and given their due. The and public conduct his spirit of tolerance and 
Indian genius has always recognized that truth large-Jiearted humanity so that divergences 
has many facets, and conflict and hatred arise can exist side by side without conflicts, we will 
because people claim a monopoly of truth and have solved one of the most difficult problems 
virtue. of the modern world.

This was the lesson of India in the days I hope to me»t you again on December 14. 
of her glory. This is the lesson whicli Malta- You will in the meantime have examined many 
tma Gandhi has taught anew in the context of these problems and framed tentative recom- 
of the modern age. His message to the Indian mendations. I expect to keep in touch with 
people was one of toleration, goodwill and your work aud hope that on that occasion I 
love for ;dl. Hatred, he said, is born of weak- will have some concrete suggestions to imple- 
ness and fear, and he, therefore, exhorted his ment your findings I am convinced tl):'t  this 
countrymen to shed all fear. He believed in Seminar jointly planned by U.N.E S.C.O. and 
new education which would reshape the cha- the Government of India and built up through 
racter of man. Its aim is to eradicate the itn- the cooperation of nations from all over the 
pulse to exploitation, violence and ill-will from world will attain its objectives and mark an 
the individual and the Bociety. He not only important milestone in the history of the devel- 
preached the need of love and toleration for opmeut of adult education throughout the 
all but laid down his life to vindicate these world. ( H . Times. )

Basic Education in Schools
by

A CITIZEN

The Divali vacation has stagnated the work F O G G IN G  O P E R A T IO N S
of all committees of the Corporation save that T , a i j . •>„ i .; , , „ 1 . . , . . I have gathered some more details about
of the Standing Committee which continues to th m;lcllin(f  wllich lms just been purchased by
meet once a week even during holidays. the Mlmicil)lliity to kill inse, ts, fl.es and mos-

Hut the members are not always in their quitoes. The ( ommissipner told me, on inquiry,
usual hectic argumentative mood during such that lie had been experimenting with it for the
times,  as a result of which a long agenda last five months and found it to be successful.
wllich was loaded with the potentialities of t> i i t a • ■ i. i f .  I u t ■ Recently when we have been driving pastcontroversy was disposed ot a t  record breaking , , . , , ... I; , <■.• } 1 the dumping ground at Worn, we have often
ePeef ' seen tie ivy clouds of “ smoke” and mistaken it

Even such a slow matter as steam rollers for the fact that the rubbish was being burnt, 
did not slacken the speed. Today there are It was actually the fug-producing effect created 
28 sicam rollers pressing the roads of Bombay, by this new device which fills space with fog 
O f these 20 are old ones and eight are of the new lit the rate of 15,000 cubic feet per minute or 
type. Some are petrol driven, oihers are de- covers 30 acres in one hour. It is simply 
pendent on Hteatn. Twenty drivers, three operated—by just one man—and invariably it 
cleaners and 16 firemen in all attend on these means a sentence of death on the pests.

r u^ ' I t  can be operated either in open air spaces
One more roller is expected shortly and or in buildings, and lias the capacity of pene- 

tlien the ci>w on each will consist of one dri- trating the smallest crevices. If this one 
ver, one cleaner or fireman ns the case may be. machine is found sufficiently effective in the 
Now all that remains to be done is to improve long run, more may be purchased. The co«t 
the roads of Bombay winch are in some parts in of Its, 10,000 per machine is not a small amount 
mi awful state after the rough treatment they and the municipaliiy has to go slow in a new 
have received during the inonsoou. venture of this sort.

to Fir s t  p r io r it y  f o r  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n
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BASIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS 11
•

Basic education is coming to municipal Spinning and weaving will be the arts  intro- 
schools. It has already been introduced in two duced in the schools, the spinning will be 
schools, namely the Byculla Municipal Marathi taught in standards 11 ( and IV and weaving 
U pper Primary Boys’ School and the S. S. will be taken up in the higher classes.
Bengali U pper Prim ary Gujrati Girls’ School.

TRAINING OF TEACHERS

F o r  the expansion of the scheme, the train- This is, however only the beginning of the
in g o f  teachers is very necessary and it has been list of the expenses. Equipm ent will cost an- 
proposed that four training centres should be other 35.000 (non-recurring) and the climax of 
started for giving instruction to teachers in the cost will be Its. 2,06.400 which will have to be 
various grtlups of schools like Gujrati, Marathi, incurred to replace 200 teachers who will be 
U rdu  and Hindi. Though in Government taken away from their duties at school in order 
centres the teachers-training course lasts for to take their training at the basic centres. In 
two years, the municipal teachers should be all, therefore, these four basic centres will cost 
able to complete it  within a year in view of nearly Its. 3,50,000. 
their existing qualifications.

, In view of this heavy cost, an alternative
If these ideas work out, there should be no proposal is also under consideration. I tp ro p o s -  

less than 80 Marathi teachers fully trained to es S;ive R s 1,29.000, being the cost of 
impart, instruction in basic education and it maintaining the mnnicipalitUs nwn basic 
may be possible to start  about. 30 Basic schools training centres, by sending the teachers to 
within a year. It is estimated that in five years Government centres, 
time, 4 6 trained teachers will be turned out 
and 100 schools will be converted for the pur­
poses of basic education. Rut the snag is, as I have indicated, that

Government centres take two years time to 
rn the same period, it  is expected that half coach which will double the amount of 

the number of Gujrati schools, that is about 50, IU. 2,06,400 spent in a year over the replace- 
while all Hindi schools, being smaller in mini- ment of 200 teachers deputed to the centres. If, 
ber, will become basic schools in the same however, Government is prepared to make a

concession and allow municipal teachers, even at 
n their centres to complete the course in a year,

T H E  STAFI* then the proposal may be worth taking into
account: But not otherwise.

These basic training centres for teachers
will be an expensive job. Uich And at any rate, for whatever the cost, the
will require one ptmcip.t , o ,t  ' ‘ Schools Committee will h a v e  to apply fur an
c ra l te x p e r ts  (spinning, w eat mg, ( . t <>■> a i additional grant from the Corpoi at ion for the
wuodwoi . pat -time le. s. ’ „  s c’ purpose of Basic education, as there is no pro­
drawing and Hindustani and menial Staff. J tie ■ . . , , i e .1ul , ^ , , r , i i - i  . vision in the Committee s budget for the same,total annual co-t over these four establishments “
has been estimated to amount to Rs. 85,090,
bu t  I should not be surprised if it shoots up to I  understand that the whole matter is under
a lakh- the scrutiny of a sub-committee.



IS JEWS from  FAR and N E A R -—*
BOMBAY— ZE ST  T O  L E A R N

S O C IA L  E D U C A T IO N  But the zest to Lorn was in strong
evidence They hardly took any notice of 

I he City Social Education Week will be us, so .absorbed Were they in their scrawling, 
held from 28.h November to 5th December. Some of the class-rooms were quite well 
It has been shifted up by a week on the original provided with desks, blackboard and lights, 
intention due to a clash with other events like but this footpath idea of learning, while it  
the cricket matches, and so on. may seem romantic and fascinating, leaves

much to be desired by way of concentration 
It, is the aim of the week to collect Rs. and attention to what the teacher is trying 

1 ,20.0001/-  through street collections, donations to drive into their heads, 
of cinema shows, other donations and the like.
The various committees are busily preparing At one of them, just opposite, a terrific
their piogrammes to make Bombay thoroughly din was created by a shouting singer with a 
social education conscious at least during raucous harmonium. At another place in the 
that, week — so that with Wordsworth we may chawls, the students sat in the corridor facing 
Bay, “the impression of it  I bore, Long after 11 latrine.
1 saw it no tnoie. Of cmirse when literacy is in the making,

The other night, the Chairman of the these handicaps have to be faced and the 
Publicity Committee arranged to take press- b " c,M‘. E ,]u c ‘t,(m "  e«*k Committee is cone- 
men round some chawh like those of A rthur entuitmg on their gradual removal as coudi- 
Road, Worli and Parel. We saw the actual tions and the times peivmt.
working of the classes only at one centre, F IL M S  AND DRAMAS,
namely at  W01I1 where in about 121 chawls
there are nearly eighty classes conducted, At Arthur Road, there were no classes
some even on the footpath, if the students held. We saw another form of social editca- 
feel it is too hot inside. tion. Education through films. The C<>m-

. mittee have a unit of their own. The film,
i t  was an amusing sight to see young boys however, that was shown Was hardly suit-

acting the teacher to burly men some of them able. I t  depicted some American scenes of
even having beards, lh e y  were scrawling ;i forest being cleared. It was silent and
on their elates, trying to master either the [ wonder if the people who saw it could 
L rdu or l t l e g u  alphabets. Ihese  teachers m ike head or tail of it. The operator must
are unfortunately not Well paid, drawing keep tip a running commentary, not a word 
as they do, a mere pittance of Rs. 15/- here and there of the scenes as they move,
per month, for teaching for an hour every And films relating to health, sanitation, educa-
night of ibe month, except Sundays. tion should be shown.

N O T  R E A L L Y  IL L IT E R A T E  A t  Parel, yet another aspect of social
education came to view. It was a Marathi 

„  , f . drama which hundreds of people in the area
Bu one thing I noticed while talking to were enjoying in the spacious Damodar Hall,

these elderly pupils was that they were not illite- Tt were seeing it  all free of charge and
rate ... the literal sense of the word. Many ] hi to their hearts’ content. It
of them came from the frontiers, like Pesha- rne t|ie opportunity to notice tlmt
war, Baluchistan, Rawalpindi. these people, so-called illiterates, had a very

They knew their own language, Pushtu keen sense of humour and also the ability
perfectly well, but finding it  useless here to c3tch a >,,ke on the sPu r- 
where they linve to make their Jiving, they It was a a good idea to give an a l lround  
were trying to pick up a bit of Urdu, the picture of the work that is being done under 
language most akin to their own. In that the new scheme of social education which 
Beiise therefore they wore as much literate as links up the ideals of literacy, sanitation, 
we are, and just us we lean, a second lang- social consciousness and general-knowledge, 
unge, they were doing the same, for material just like n multi-purpose co-operative society,
purposes. I t  was not till midnight that we returned
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home—after being made thoroughly literate available, it hopes to wipe out illiteracy in no 
about the illiterates ! time. More money spent on it will be a good

* * * investment.
Bombay Press representatives had an

opportunity of knowing the handicaps the S O C IA L  E D U C A T  O N  IN  B O M BA Y  
the Bombay City Social Education Committee C IT Y
has to surmount in its campaign to eradicate
illiteracy in the city when they were taken Mr. Champaklal Modi s Plea r  or i  ublic Aid. 
around the classes in the labour areas last
night. Mr. Y. A. Fazalbhov, Chairman, and Mr. Champaklal Modi, president of the
Mr. B. M. Knpadia, Secretary of the Committee, Bombay City Social Education Committee, in 
acquainted the pressmen with the work done by a talk to pressmen on Wednesday, appealed 
them. In several places classes are conducted for public funds to enable the committee to 
on pavements with the help of kerosene oil carry on the task of imparting social education 
lamps and this speaks volumes for the energetic to the city’s labour population, 
and enthusiastic efforts of those who are con- Mr. Modi said that the programme of
ducting the campaign. the Social Education Week, which will be

E ight hundred classes, in five languages— inaugurated during the end ol November, will 
Marathi, Gujerati, Hindi, U rdu  and Telegu— include two torchlight processions, a number 
are being conducted. Besides imparting ele- or radio talks by prominent persons, and pub- 
mentary knowledge of writing and reading, lie meetings in which a number of Bombay 
the illiterate are also kep t  in touch with the Ministers are expected to participate.

‘ problem of health, sanitation and current i n D p o m n  t o  a tvttt -r
topics, through visual education. In all about A t  I  K G A G li I U  A D U L i
25,000 illiterates have benefited through the P O P U L A T I O N
current session which comes to a close at the
end of this month, bringing the total to 1,70,000 Role of U - E ' S- C-

the commencement of the campaign in The U N E  g.C.O. was becoming more and 
j 1039. O f  these neatly 0 women ia \e  more conscious of the fact that if that orga-

also taken advantage of t »e classes. nisation should contribute anything to peace,
S IL E N T  S E R V IC E  an approach must be made to the adult p»pula-

. Q • , w 1 .• v, tion, and not merely rely on educational insti-
The Bombay C.ty Social Education Com- lotions ami cultural organisations. In a large

niittee is performing a splendid service m ts n(lmber of countries there was the problem 7,f
effort to make Bombay adults 7o er cent Ulit Tlwrelore, they had taken up an
of whom are l iterate, capable or reading ana . . . - , i .  , , , 1 . ,ui woom -o ! . & ambitious project of adult and fundamental
writing and taking an interest in important education, 
social subjects.

i ,. ... r ., n _ Thus observed Mr. G. K. Saiyidin, Edncn-
The ten-yea i-o < n t u t i t s  o le a m  tional Adviser to the Government of Bombay, 

m.ttee, slow but sure in their implication, who retlirn<,d from London on Monday after
seldom get into the limelight But the attendi the E  rt Committee of the U.N.-
Conimlttee is not disheartened, tor the, response r< y o  a °  a i i. ‘ i le i , i r,’ I., , y  .... . , i r E.S.C.O. on Adult and P midamental Educationfrom illiterate men and women makes up to r  i i i • u  • ■ • ,, , , ... £ . , 1 held in P ans ,  in an interview to presemen,general lack or recognition of its endeavour.

„ r  n . . . . . .  i The Conference had appointed a Committee/ Alphabet-hungry iolk in their thirties, and p . , . , . Vib. . , a i , ,  ... .’ , ot time experts to study the programme pie-even filties crowd the humble lll-eqtnpped , . b, n  v t w o o  A  ... f, „. ] . i...  i„t „ ... • , .c ' , pared bv the U.N.E S.G.O. Secretariat tor
classes and, at such a late Stage in life, make fnH|ieri the cause of adult ami fundamental
a courageous attempt to learn to sign their eduCiltlon°  hldla h:ld representation on tins •
names and to read newspapers. They study Commilt„(;. 
the three R s  on foot-paths and pore over the
lessons by dim kerosene lights, making it The U .N .ES.C.O . would offer technical 
clear that they did not become literate in assistance and guidance, as well as support 
the past not because of lack of will but for the projects undertaken by various backward 
want of opportunities. countries to impart adult education.

T h e  Committee is now devoting attention Amongst the schemes that had been forum-
not only to mere literacy bu t  to social edu- lated were, Mr. Saiyidin said, tin Organisation
cation as well. If enough funds are made of International Seminars on Aduii Educaihm

-•
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and the Organisation of Regional Training Concluding, Mr. Modi pleaded for funds 
and Production Centres, of which one was to  carry on this humanitarian type of work, 
likely to be in India. These Centres will 25 000 W O R K E R S  M ADE L IT E R A T E  
carry on expert study of the problems involved ,
in the training of leadeis for adult education. Social Committees Excellent V oik
The work was to be carried on in co-opera- Bombay’s pressmen got an opportunity
tion with national experts in this field in the tonight to get a first-hand idea of tin- valuable 
countries concerned. '  work being done by the City Social Education

A pilot library project has been sanctioned Committee in the field of social education and 
for India, which is likely to be located in Delhi. literacy among the illiterate and ignor­

ant masses, living in neglected and uncouth 
Mr. M. N Raul, member adviser of the slums, when they visited the night classes con- 

Tndian delegation to the inter-Parliamentary ducted by the Committee at various centres. 
Union held recently at Stockholm and Commo­
dore H. R. Inigo-jones, of R I N . , Bombay, The literacy drive is mainly aimed at edu- 
wlio had been on leave for two months, arrived eating the industrial workers and with this
in Bombay on Monday'. end ' n view, the majority of the 800 classes

are located round about the workers' chawls. 
S O C IA L  E D U C A T IO N  W E E K  IN C IT Y  ,

Campaign to Arouse Civic Consciousness About a dozen of the most important cen­
tres were selected for the visit of the pressmen, 

A Social Education Week” will be celeb- which was arranged by the Social Education 
rated in Bombay at the end of the month, to Officer Mr B. M. Kapadia. The partv was 
rouse the social consciousness of the city’s conducted by Mr. Kantilal B. Kasotia, Deputy 
population. Social Education Officer.

The Bombay City Social Education Com- An average of 25 to 30 attend each class
mittee, formerly known as the Bombay City where instruction in civics, public health,
Adult Education Committee who are the spon- physical culture, nutrition, handicrafts, current 
sors of this new venture, have drawn up an topics etc., is imparted. Visual education
elaborate programme for the purpose, which through the medium of cinema films also forms 
was explained to the press at a function held p;irt ()f the education drive. The night classes 
at the i a j  this evening. are conducted between 3 and 10 p.m. and are

Maulatm Abul Kalam Azad, Education attended by students ranging between 15 to 
Minister, Government of India, has been in- years.
vited to inaugurate the Week. In case of his About 800 teachers are employed of whom
inability to attend, the Bombay Premier Mr. 200 are women. Special classes are conducted 
B.G. K her will perform the inaugural cere- during the day for the benefit of women, 
mony at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. The pro­
gramme includes torch light processions, mobile Ei all about 25,000 illiterates are benefited 
stage shows in the different parts of the city, by the current session which will come to a 
elocution competition and symposium on sub- close by the end of this month when a written 
jects dealing with Social education, and mass test will be held, ih e  next session begins in 
meetings to be addressed by the Governor of November when it is expected that about 
Bombay, Lady Maharaj Singh and some of 30,000 people will be benefited by the scheme.
the Ministers. A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N

N E W  O R IE N T A T IO N
w  W ith a view to making adult and comnul-
Mr. Champaklal Mod. president of the s education schemes a success, the Central 

Committee told pressmen that social education. Government, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 
Was the new orientation given to adult educa- Edll(,ation Minister states, has agreed to 
uon It was education for citizenship and conS(,ri|)t a |l university-trained youth of the 
enlightenment, its aim being to make the adult country 
a usrtfttl and effective citizen of a free and
democratic Slate. The Committee had there- The intention behind this decision, namely 
fore, decided in addition to the teaching of making adult and compulsory education a 
the three R's to the adults to instruct them in success is no doubt very commendable but the 
health and sanitation, and also to teach them manner and the method in which this is pro- 
soinething of civics history, geography and posed to be brought, about is open to serious 
other subjects of general interest. objections.
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Firs t  and foremost is that conscription, in Education in Thai language in 1934, and, later, 
any form or shape is repugnant to public several others on the theory of education, 
sentiment. Except in a grave national emer- j-je bad i,e]d t |ie p 0Sfs 0 f "Head of the
gency, when the very existence ot tlie btate Department of Education, Chulalangkawana 
is a t  stake, there should be no resort to University, in l!)34, and of Director-General
conscription. of the Department of Education, Thailand in

It may be readily admitted that adult 1942 At present, he is the permanent U nder-  
it  may ne i . . j  Secretary of State m the Education Ministry,education is of paramount importance and /

tha t illiteracy should be liquidated in the quick-
est  possible time, more so now when adult Sanan Sumitra, Director of Chulalangka- 
franchise is going to be the order of the day. wana University, Preparatory  School, lias also

arrived here.
C O N S C R IP T IO N  U N D E S IR A B L E  . . . . ,  . , , ,  _

The Seminar will be inaugurated on Nov. 2,
I f  the idea of the Government is to make by  Maulana Abul Kalam A zadand  the session 
i t  tne iae: .. well nive un will last six weeks. About 60 delegates re-

the scheme a success, y ■ the magnetic presenting Asian countries, besides observers,
the idea of conscription for as the magnetic p ^  ^  The main subjects
needle seeks the po e, con . for consideration will be in rural adult education
the ends the Governmen ia and economic aspects and social content of

In conscription, anybody and everybody, rural education, 
willing or otherwise is compidsoiilj, eng. ^  Pandit Nehru, Prime Minister of India, is
This means seveia persons, * being invited to address the -Seminar on the
tude or inclination for the profession will Dave “ di dav
to be roped in to take part  in making adult concluding clay.
education a success. Arrangements for holding the Seminar are

Dpimr made to being made in the Government Hotel a t the
The results of sue i P , T'liey will famous Brindaban Gardens, twelve miles from

teach can be more or less imagined, ih e y  will M d
1 have no heart in the work and if there is any

profession where whole-hearted willingness is DELHI—
wanted to ensure success, it  is the teaching
profession. C O N S C R IP T IO N  F O R  A D U L T

There is no rhyme or reason in drafting EDUCATION D R IV E
persons to do teaching, when  ̂ they R u e  no Maulana Azad’s Call to T rained Men.
interest and no heart in it, I  Ins is tne pmm
truth. O ne man can takel a orse to t ie stream Government’s decision to conscript univer- 
bu t twenty cannot make it  dunk .  and sity-trained young men in their adult education
conscription should tin term . to be and the basic compulsory education drive was
other schemes and plans Will have revealed by Maulana Abul ICalam Azad,
devised to popularise adul ec.ucu ■ India’s Education Minister, inaugurating an

adult education co-ordinating centre here (New 
MYSORE— Delhi) this evening.

A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  IN A S IA  The only hindrance in the way7 nf Govern-
Ri_ \ v eek Session of Seminar a t Mysore meet, he said, was lack of funds and as soon

as sufficient revenue was available Government 
Mom Laung Pin  Malakal of Thailand, would put this scheme into operation. 

Director-designate of the seminar on Adult Maulana Azad explained that the Seurgent
Education in Asia, which is being Basic.Education scheme, as revised by tin Ki.er
at Mysore under the auspices of the U N.K u. Committee, envisaged the completion of both
O.O , arrived here from Paris, where he lei compulsory basic education and the adult 
the Thai delegation to the fourth geneia education schemes within 16 years. Kor that 
conference of the U. N E. S. C. O. jt  was estimated that at least 24 lakhs of

M. Laung Pin Malakal is a Sanskrit Scholar trained teachers were required. T h e  only 
H e  went to O xford  in 1924, and in 1929, he possible way before Government to mobilise 
attended the first World Conference on Adult the required nun,I «t ten-hers Was to con- 
Education, He wrote his fir.-t book on Adult  script young men m an ed  by the universities.
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In scr ib ing  education as the ‘ most impor- - F IN A L IS IN G  SY L L A B U S
tant of the pressing needs of the country,” the
Education Minister said that despite the At the outset, Prof. Humayun Knbir , 
economy drive Government had not reduced pointed out that the main task before the
their expenditure on the adult education drive. committee was to finalise the syllabus for basic

TT , T-. u • -tt ■ ■ l-i t j  schools. The committee after scrutinisingHe assured the De hi Municipality (under j-w- . ,, i . c i i i j 5- , . T  , . 1 ’ , , different syllabi for basic schools, recommendedthe auspices of which t  ie education centre has , c \ t.P 1 . A , f «  . i i  a certain alterations m the spheres of homecraft
been organised that Government would do and socia, studies. It Was emphasised that
their best to help the Committee in their adult the milin objeCt ()f the teadier in the nlatter 0 f

fixing the time for teaching of crafts should 
Concluding, Maulana Azad praised the be to exploit to the fullest extent the edu- 

efforts of the Delhi Municipal Committee to cational possibility of any craft, 
banish illiteracy from the Capital of India.

. , .. „  . . In  view of the fact that much of the work
Tn a brief and impressive speech 1 r. Zakir j n connectjon with the basic education is

Hussain Chauman of the Delhi Municipal experimental the committee made it  clear to
Adult Education Board, narrating the achieve- basjc school teachers that they should not
ments of the Board revealed that the Mumei- foIlow every singie item of the syllabus literally
polity had opened 16 literacy centres. > even bu t accept the ideal of basic education as
more adult education centres were to be teaching for life and draw on their knowledge
opened shortly. and experience to accomplish their task.

P R O M O T IO N  O F  BASIC E D U C A T IO N  i/ k u u i d
IN  IN D IA  K A S H M I R -

_______  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  S C H E M E  F O R

T . n  , , p  , K A S H M IRInquiry Body s Proposals
S H R IN A G A R , Oct. 15.— Tn order to launch ‘ 

New Delhi, October 24. Decisions of vital their new scheme for educating the masses,
importance to the promotion of basic education the Education department of the Kashmir
in India were taken by the Committee on Government is training persons both men and
Curriculum of Basic Schools, which met here women to take np the work of removal of
recently under the chairmanship of Prof. illiteracy. One batch of teachers has just
Humayun Kabir, Jo in t Secretary of the Minis- finished a Refreshers Course extending over a
try of Education. period of three weeks. Two batches have

... i i already started training courses of 15 and 21
The committee recommended that the , r eSDectivelv.

Government of India should immediately p y
publish the syl'abus for basic schools, as also The Kaslimir Government have decided 
a handbook for the guidance of basic teachers. ^  ^  ^  work of A(1,l |t E(hlcation through-

Provincial Governments were requested to out the State. For this pm pose a total of 40
give accounts of useful experiments carried on centres are to be opened : 20 in Jammu and
by ilj^in in the field of basic education so that “P . ln Kashmir 1 rovmce. I h e  Srinagar
the Government of India might take stops to g a i n i n g  Course at present has 150 men and
publish the material for circulation among the 2o women, drawn from all parts of the Valley,
provinces and States. It was also suggested under training. It is hoped that with this
that the Government of India should publish w»d mefchodB of education for
text books on social studies and general science children, the percentage of literacy m the
in basic schools and a bibliography of useful State would gradually rise Every person
books of reference in various languages per- would be taught for a period of six months
tabling to basic education. ' a»,d lfc l">P«d that after coming out of

schools, these persons would be able to read 
The committee recommended that the aisd write tolerably well. Centres would bo

Governments of Bombay, Bihar and Central moving from place to place after completing
Provinces should be requested to send to the ea<;h course.
Government of India accounts of their ex­
periences on co-relation in the held of basic Since the decision of the Government to 
education. impart education to children in their mother
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tongue could not be translated into reality MORAOABAO—
because of lack of separate Kashmiri script, A D U L T  L IT E R A C Y
a sub-committee of four persons was set up

* which has improvised a new script. Books The Adult Literacy Committee of the U- P. 
for earlv stages of education have been written Christian Council met here in the Parker 
and printed in this new script. School under the presidentship of Rev. Y. S.

Sinha of Bareilly. A number of workers who 
have been engaged in social activities in 

K A R A C H I -  various places submitted reports of activities
of their centres. Spread of literacy by  means 

A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  S C H E M E  of pictures, libraries and through the efforts
of school students formed the main part of dis- 

F O R  SIN D  mission. The missionaries were urged to
take more active part in the adult literacy 

Ordinance to be Promulgated Shortly work and also in the broader field of adult
The Sind Cabinet has agreed upon the education The Committee will present its 

principle of compulsory adult education and report to a D. P. Christian Council which will 
bv December 1, 1949, ‘an Ordinance to this '  meet a t Sat, Tal in Naim Tal Distric t from 
e ff-c tis  expected to be promulgated in the Oct. 29 to Nov. 1 .
Province, it  was authoritatively learned here. WALALA—

Provincial Government’s Education Depart- M ORTv AL W ALALA A D U L T  C E N i K E
ment, it will b<‘ recalled, had some time back Activities aimed at providing recreation
prepared an elaborate plan for mass education marked tiie work of the adult centre a t  Walala 
to eradicate complete illiteracy in the Province Central College, wiiich 1 visited last week, 
within 10 years.

The adults range from girls nnd boys in 
According to this scheme, a limited area the late teens to an old vtl 'ager more than 

in each Taluka of the Province will be selected GO years of age. A staff of four including 
and the education plan W il l  be set. forth in a woman teacher assists the supervisor, 
those limited area? in its pieliminarj stages. Library reading forms an important aspect

of the work at this centre.
The proposed Ordinance, it is stated, will

cover those limited areas and at a later stage Listening to the wireless is another popular 
will be promulgated throughout the Province. activity.

The s e v e n t h  session of the Adult Education Conference 
scheduled to be held in Hyderabad in December, 1949 has 
been postponed.

The Conference is expected to be held sometime in 
June, 1950. Mr. Shahq-ur-Rahman Qidwai, Head of Adult 
Education Department, Jamia Millie University, Delhi will 
preside over the Conference.
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THE INDIAN JOURNAL OF ADULT EDUCATION . . -
Editor : RANJIT M. CHET SINGH, M.A., T.D., D.Ad. Ed 

Single copy s As. 8 Six copies in the year la India s Rs 2-8 p.a,s

On the approved llil o f the Governments of Baroda, Bihar, C.P., Delhi, Qaallor, Indore, Mysore,
N . W .h .P ., Orissa, Sind, Punjab, U. P. and others.

Greetings and congratulations to The Indian Journal o f Adult Education on its
entry on its fifth year of useful work...I look forward with confidence to  the valuable 
assistance of the IJ in this connection ( post-war Developments) when the time for on
advance arrives — John Sargent. Educational Adviser to  the Government of India.

‘ ... Already made its mark and Is now indispensable for all those who are interested
in the Adul Education Movement’ — Amaranatha Jha. Piesident, I . A. E, A. and Vice-
Chancellor, Allahabad University.

‘ ...This Journal has been rendering useful service to this im portant educational 
cause which is, unfortunately, being d iven somewhat into the background on account 
of the urgent preoccupations of war.’— K. Q. Salyldaln. Educational Adviser, Bombay Govt.

* ••• Must be in the hands of every worker in the cause of rural reconstruction and 
•dult cdueation’ — Educational India.

... Contains several articles of value, interesing reviews of the progress and present 
position of the movement...valuable suggestions for improving the work ..reviews of educational 
literature...’— The Hindu.

‘ ... W e congratulate the management on this venture and have great pleasure in 
recommending It for the libraiics of tchoola, colleges and training institutions’ — Punjab 
Educational Journal.

‘ ... Publishing articles as it does from distinguished worker* and critics, this Journal 
provides a challenging and stimulating survey o f the most modern thought in  the department 
of Adult Education...’—TAs Social Welfare.

' . . .  This magazine bids fair to  be of large value In keeping workers in the field in 
touch with each other — the news items are copious and informing.’— Christian Education.

‘ ... I t is certainly a very fine journal and fat ahead of anything that Adult Education 
In India has hitherto produced. I am fascinated by the articles on village adult
education. They seem to  have got a good way ahead of what I knew in my time in 
India,’ —Dr. Harold Mann,

*1 wish the Indian Journal o f Adult Education to  continue and increase it* sphere 
of usefulness.' — Sir Jogendra Singh, Member for Education, Viceroy’* Executive Council.

‘ Congratulation* on this creditable pacer.’— Mr. and Mrs. Ogden, Kasgan), U. P .
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The Indian Journal of Adult Education the people and the Government to the need 
with this issue complete* ten years of its of Adult Education, the Journal, along with 
existence. During this period it  has helped to the Tridian Adult Education Association, has 
focuss the attention of the people and the been doing yeomen service to the country, 
governments in the country on the staggering The well-wishers and active friends of the
problem of ignorance, superstition and illiteracy adult education movement, we hope, will 
in the land. Started at a time when a very few continue to extend their patronage and help 
people were prepared to devote their attention jn making the In d ia n  Journ a l o f  A d u lt 
to this basic problem it has weathered the. E ducation  able to render effective service in 
period of stress and strain. It can claim today the years ahead. It is our hope th a t  in 1950 
that it  is in some measure due to the Journal’s the get up of the Journal can be changed and  I 
advocacy that Adult Education has been both the Management and the Editorial Board ( 
accepted as one of the main planks of India’s reconstituted on a more effective basis, 
education policy. W ithout any official putro- * * *
nage, a small group of selfless workers, devoted Wft w{gh to record Qur g|.fltitude to M r i .
to the cause of the Indian people’s welfare, K a th ,e m  Crosg of the Qllaker Centre, Delhi, 
continued to brm g out this Journal. I hey who hag given of her time freely to proof_ 
also carried on the movement of Adult Educa- correcting Rn[1 to the many details of publica­
tion, under the banner of Indian Adult ti(m i() recent mon(h,. T h i ,  was .  period 
Education Association, to a position where, ^ hen, because of the E d i to r’s preoccupations 
let us hope, the problem will occupy the jn other fieldS) without Kathl een Cross's patient 
attention of enlightened people and of the and gi]ent ])elp th f  Jm irnal C0ll]d not have

Governme nt. been published at all. She placed the E ditor

The Journal’s role was not merely tha t of under a deep debt of gratitude. O u r  appra 
an advocate bu t also of a constructive educator, ciation of her invaluable help may take the 
I t  published articles on various problems form, we hope, of greater attention on our 
which confront the adult education workers pa r t  to the mission of the Journal from nOw on. 
and gave useful suggestions to overcome *
them. In giving training to the adult educa- The E d i to r  hopes to spend the month of 
tion workers, in acting as a Central Bureau August, 1950, in Denm ark and to give some
for information and advice concerning adulf time to studying new developments in adult 
education and in focussing the attention of education work in th a t  country.

_________
USk*1 '1 ' ¥ ,l

* , ''



The Work of a People's College in Mysore.
The ordinary school and college give ning for boys and girls. Many of them cannot, 

instruction to boys and girls with the object at a later age, attend the ordinary schools and 
of preparing them for later life. I propose colleges even if they have the inclination to do 
to discuss this claim at a later stage in the it. A People’s college meets the demands of 
course of this p aper. Several skills are taught such seekers »>f Knowledge and provides them 
to enable them to earn a livelihood, and the with facilities for contemplative study, discus- 
subjects included in the curriculum of studies sion, learning a craft, good company for 
are so designed as to prepare them for citizen- conversation, and a quiet life.
ship or for something which they reach after [ shall, in the course of this paper, try to .
adolescence. Naturally, these activities will show how the work of a People’s College, 
have no bearing on their boyish interests, and started in Mysore, bears this out. 
as a consequence, much of the education The fnstit,uion is ca]lfid “ Vidvapeetha,” to
appears to them purposeless. Lheir questions „ive it ;l n;ime b which it is easily understood 
are not answered in schools but those which by rllr:l| fo|k. Hut it is interesting to know 
the parents pose for them. School life, being that the institution is not popularly referred to 
a preparation for later life, fails, to a large ag such bnt by the narne “ Gandhi School.” 
extent, to make a direct appeal to boys and To them, everything newandout of the ordi- 
girls. Schools which are progressive or modern, in the g|iape of bllildi.igs, surroundings,
therefore have been trying to make their the activities, and the general atmosphere is 
school Ideas natural as possible and related assoeiated with the name of Gandhiji. 
to the interests of adolescent life. , . . . . ,  , .

The students of Vidyapeeth, numbering
As boys and girls grow into manhood and about thirty, are all adults who had once gone 

a r t  faced with real situations of life, their to school and would like to have au opportunity 
minds begin to be purturbed with puzzling to learn things afresh. As the name indicates, 
questions which insistently demand answers, it  is a rural institution meant mainly for the 
and they find that t.heir school education was rural folk. Hence it  is situated in rural , 
not any preparation at all. I do not blame surroundings with a big farm attached 
the schools, because real education comes only to it. It is residential, with the teachers and 
when need for learning arises. When a boy, pupils living together. The teaching of rural 
or girl, lias not felt the wonder of a sunset, handicrafts like spinning, weaving, mat-making 
a description of it in prose, poetry, or song hand-made paper and soap-making — handi- 
f&ils to rouse him. If he has not felt the crafts mostly which can be done with the 
mystery of existence, any amount of philosophi- materials available in villages — are included 
cal dissertation will not awaken him to it. in the course of studies. The students stay in 
Science will not appeal to him except as an the institution for a period of five months, and 
aid to invention. The deeper aspects of all after a tour round the country to see places 
hr inches of study will have an appeal only of interest, museums, factories, a rt galleries, 
when he has grown into manhood. Many of and famous temples, return home to their 
the subjects taught at school will have no real vocation and back to the soil,
meaning until experience of life, like care of , . . .
family, participation in politics, responsibilities They *re tr:lln,ed for ,a,,y Job: ser,v,ce 
and hardships of life suddenly bring them home ? r v.oc*^Ion\ , then,  is the use of such an 
and give them a reality institution, is the question that has often been

put to us. It occured to me recently to ask:
I t  is worthwhile examining if our schools the students themselves why they came to the 

and colleges, which propose to give them edu- institution and what they had gained so far. 
cation said to lie “ a preparation for l i f e ”, 1 framed ten questions and told them that I 
can ever do it  satisfactorily. I have often felt would like to have their answers to know how 
that it  is as much a preparation for life as it  is far the institution was useful to them and how
to teach prosp' ctivc swimmers how to swim or it. could be improved. One of the questions
how to keep afloat in water, all the while stand- asked was, ‘‘ You remember your school days
i111V on lii mi ground. J lie real preparation for or know the School life of your friends or
life is life itself just, as learning to swim relations. Are the studies in Vidyapeeth
consists in actual winauiiiig after plunging into different from those in schools, if so, h o w ?  
water, hdiicution received in boyhood stops The answer is interesting. All except two have 
nisi when o ' ’01,Id be real and could have a men- answered that in schools, they wanted to pas*
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examinations, bu t here they have come to learn most ?” There were different choices of course 
and do things. Some of them found the course bu t  what surprised me most was, that all of 
too Short and wanted it  to be extended by a them mentioned mass-spinning as one of the 
couple of months, bu t  others thought they activities they liked most. I had expected t to 
could not stay longer and hence, should make be considered dull. I learnt on further ques- 
the best of the present period tiomng that it  was like Prayer, and they found

, , i . I ;i sort of peace and mental poise in the conccn-
Talks and discussions are held in the open J  ired for sp inn ing  They do it

»ir under trees which are associated n t e reg;llarly aild a t the same hour. If, for
minds of the teacher and the taught w th the *extraordinary reason, they have not been
traditional ‘ A sh ram " life T J »  “  able on any day to do it at the p rese rved  hour,
atmosphere of holiness and charm rou some half hour during the day is found for it.
cation. The talks cover the fo ow b At the end of the half hour, when the teacher
Sects- 1. History of India. -■ “ e S < who is the leader of the group asks them to
adventure of Man into the unknow • • e gt t |iey obey bira wit l, great reluctance,
story of civilisation. 4. ^t(u> o e ie 'g io n s  -fhey maintain individual records of the daily
of the world. 5 btory of Kannada Literature   ̂ and verv keenly watch the
6. Panchayat Administration. 7. Rights and
resnonsibiiities of a citizen. 8. Cow, the farm- » Uf'  , . ,
ePs friend 9 The Romance of Plant Life, and T hat which is of greatest educative value to
10 ‘ other subjects allied to agriculture and them, m my opinion is the co-operahve life

I - L i L  of the institution. I have found that they take
rural nidus • ■ . , . some time to adjust and learn to respect each

In addition to these subjects, students have othePs feelings, in habits, food and suffer each
their own preferences and would like to hud otker’s temperaments. Eating together, sleep-
some time for studying them while in vulva- ing jn die same dormitory, working together 
pceth. A group wants to learn Hindusthani, on t |,e fieJds while ploughing or harvesting or 
another wants to study the 1) lag.ivaf gi ia auc praying together, spinning together, dancing
another Bharatha recital, f  acilities ate piovic c ^he folk dances and working together for a
for such special studies. Quite olten, among s u- ce|ebratjon, m;1ke them share tln-ir joys and
dents themselves, we find those willing to teacn labours> and i ;im sure t |,.lt when they go back
some of these, subjects. to tbejr  villages they cherish these memories

The following is the daily routine of work : with a sense of pride and sweetness.
5. A, M. Rise and getting ready. A]| education is a joyous adventure, or it

6-30 to 5-50 Common Prayer. should be one, if it  is to be effective and vvortli-
6 to 7 ( leaning the premises an while, and adult education is particularly so.

their rooms. j n children's education, the adventure-aspect
7 to 8-30 Agricultural work in the fields. of edlICfttio„ is most|y on til(. side of the child-

8-39 Breakfast. ren and d ie teachers are silent spectators or
9 to 11 Industries like mat-making, helping hands in the adventure undertaken by

spinning, weaving. their students. In adult education, on the
I I  to 12 Wash. other hand, such distinction between the

12-80 noon. Meals, teacher and the taught vanishes. The teacher
1- 30 to 2 P.M. Mass spinning. may have had a little more of book learning
2- 30 to 4 l a lk  and discussions. than his students, but he continually learns a*

4 , a or light refreshment. much as he teaches. .Both are partners in a
4-30 to 6 n k and discussions. common process of learning. It is this aspect

Gto 7 hoik dance, rural games, etc. of education that is marked in the work of a
7 inner. Folk School or a People’s College This cannot

8 to 9 Newspaper reading, Recitals. bo Kjlid of ;l literacy ehiss fe.r adults. An adult
Introduction of books, etc. lileracy c |ass is more or less on the level of a

While this is the daily time table of work, primary school for children, because the stress 
they have a weekly routine which fixes Saturday there is on the teaching to read and write and 
evening for conducting “ Bhajan ”  in one of the teacher stands above his pup il '  who lock 
of the nearby villages and village-sanitation np to the teacher to gain this skill. If we 
every Monday — on the day generally set closely watch the work of a People’s College 
apart for group labour by the villagers. where education of a liberal sort is given, we

O ne other question put to the students in may not fail to see why it is an adventure 
the questionnaire referred to above was, “ Which which is shared both by the teuene r and the 
of the items iu your activities do you like taught. 1 here are certain fields of knowledge
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in which the teacher is an utter stranger and in my hands and gave instructions. That was
many a field, his knowledge is put to a severe how I started to dance ; and at the close of
test. If the teacher has understood his vocation the evening, the leader told me that I danced
aright and knows his business, he will be quick much better than the pupils — a certificate of
to understand his own limitations and the ray ability which 1 greatly prize,
inadequacy of his equipment. Nay, he will I wa? H stranger to peasant's duties. But
rejoice in being challenged and be grateful for during the harvesting of paddy done by the
the opportunity offered to test his skill or students of the institution 1 could not be just
cioss swords with an equal, if not a better. It spectator for long. I watched them doing it
is this ieature ol education which imparts a with zest and the smell of freshly cut grass was
feeling of adventure to the teacher as well, in most exhilerating. [ rushed into the fields and
education carried on in a Peoples College. asued one of the students to give me a sickle.

1 shall now give a few instances which After pleading, one was sharpened for me and
throw light on this aspect of this activity of he showed me how to cut the crop Nothing has
the Vidyapeeth. 1 took the pupils to the local pleased me so much as the remark which I
High School for showing some experiments on overheard, made by one of the students, at the
Light. Placing a big sized plane mirror on the end of the day. that ! did the work quite well
table. I asked half-a dozen pupils to stand one for a beginner.
behind the other and call out the name of , , ,. . , . , . . . .a u: „ u„i • a „ i -.i „ . i i ■ In addition to being an educational mstini-these standing behind each without looking , . , .; , *i,., , >tv - i i j ,i _ . • r turn, V ldvapeeth has become a centre of fo lkinto the mirror. t his helped them to inter . . r , . , . ,
that the image in a mirror of a distant object is ^ r t s a n d  Culture. A sense of kinship between 
farther than that of the nearer object. Then J .e  institution and the villagers graduall y 
immediately, one of the pupils -  a carpenter develops. During the harvest months, not Sel­
by profession -  took a metre scale lying on ^ e  v,l agers, returning home after the
the table and holding it before the mirror said, d:,y f  l:‘b ,ur :,,,d Hee'" -  tl! e ^a d en ts  of V .dya- 
“ See, Sir, in the mirror, 29 is behind 19 and it  peetl' . leiin’u 'S :l ,Mew or s’»g'"g » folk
is behind 18 and so on.” I jumped at this ®0,,& join them and not mind going home late.
shrewd observation, and the next step to con- Many a traditional feast, fair or festivalhas
elude that the image is as lar behind the been disappointing for want of encouragement,
mirror as the object in front of i t "  was a They are looked down by the educated
simple one. men, and the villagers have learnt to imitate

Recitation of the nineteen slokas of the the town-folk in their dislike for the old and 
second chapter of Bliagavad Gita, describing traditional. It. is the purpose of the Vidyapeeth 
a person, who is a Sthithnprugnyu ” — one to conserve the old traditional arts, feasts, 
of stable mind and steadfast in contemplation modes of singing, group dance and other forms 
popularised by Gandhiji, are a part of the of Community ilfe. The ‘Deepavali’ the har-
daily Prayer. A few of the students, after ve-ting feast, (he Ganesha feast, the New Year
about ft month, one day suggested to me why and ‘llamunavaini’ are some of the feasts
the whole of Githa be not read and explained celebrated witli the villagers participating in
once 1 had to confess my limited knowledge them. On the Deepavali Day, the entire build-
and inability to explain the whole of Gita to ing and the surroundings were lit up with a
their or my satisfaction I had not lead the thousand lamps and a beacon light on the top
full text and was not quite sure of my ground of the flagmast was burning the whole of the
if I started on explaining verse by verse. But Karthika month. To the list of the rural 
because the students were earnest about it, feasts are now added Gandhiji’s Birthday and 
I had to make a study with the help of com- the 15th August.
mentnrics and translations ; and in the elucida- I V  inside of the building is made beautiful
lion of many a point, the i .n i nts contributed with paintings of artistic merit and photographs 
not a uttle by ‘-'ting a comely example or mind- ()|f p ] a n d  beautiful sculpture hanging on
mg to some text winch they had read or heard tt,„ Wl)|s. A beautiful lawn and the green

Practice of l1 oik dance is in the daily iieldu bummuding the institution and with it 
routine. One evening, there were only seven nicely decorated interior, make the place " »  
pupils >" the ring and wanted an eight to place of beauty ” to live in. The five or six 
complete it. 1 was standing by to witness the months of stay in the institution should be 
dance. A pupil threw a mild hint, 'w h y  not aeherished memory with the students, to gladden 
the master V ’ I blushed, but had to give in their hearts when depressed and remind them 
and step into the ring, I he leader who was of the ideal of life imbibed while in the 
one of the students thrust a puir of sticks into instiution. S. V. Srinivasa Rai
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Uxiesco Seminar On Rural Adult Education
A Summing up by Lars Lind

U N E S C O ’S international Seminar on seminars and conferences expressed their
Rural Adult Education for Community delighted surprise over the total absence of any
Action at Mysore, inaugurated on November political clashes, lost tempers, formation of
the 2nd by ‘ India’s Minister of Education, Camps, hard and hasty words. All proceedings 
the Honourable Manhunt Azad, was officially have been running smoothly; friendliness and 
closed on December the 4th. courtesy, goodwill and tolerance, have

. dominated.
During these 4* weeks 35 delegates from

18 countries, all Asian except three, 25 Perhaps this eagerness to collaborate, to
observers from Indian States and Provinces, assist and advise each other, can be explained 
YY'PIO FA O  and UN, together with a staff by the magnitude and urgency of the tasks
consisting of the Director, Mom Luang Pin ahead, by the common feeling of responsibility
Malakul from Thailand, 3 Unesco Experts, and interdependence.
4 group chairmen and administrative per- Because the theme of this Seminar has
sound from the Central Ministry of Educa- rea]|y been how to make the tens of millions
tion, have been bard at  work pooling ideas, (>£ underprivileged, often starving, mainly
knowledge and experiences and drawing up ignorant, easy preys of disease and exploit- 
recommendations for action programmes. ation, that constitute the proverty-strieken

Literacy statistics, social structures, econ- peasants of rural Asia into happier henl-
omie conditions and educational needs of thier human beings, bolding their heads high
the rural millions of Asia from the Egyp- and having hope and faith in their future
tian desert to the ( 'hina Sea, from the fortunes.
Himalayas to the Pacific have formed the nn PXperiment in international living
background to the deliberations. 1  lie pattern gn(l wol.king together this Unesco Seminar
of this background soon became visible therefore Inis been an unqualified success, 
to all participants its the national and regional q-|ie on |y complaints heard have been that
reports were submitted, the reference library ĵle participants have worked loo hard, been 
consulted and the exchange of facts, figuies too serious, too occupied with the problems 
and fi<'ld experiences increased in detail ana 0f rn ra | Il(j nlt education. Even the diversions 
volume. It was soon found that an educator go | jber.,ny .irr;lnired bv the Indian State 
from Colombo and an economist specializing and the Mysore Government usually turned 
in rural problems from Baghdad had many jnt0 something with a direct bearing on the 
common problems to cope with, that a lady topics under study. This Seminar has certainly 
delegate from Rangoon concerned with Wealth i|ofc b ^ n a kolidny carnp full of pleasure 
problems in the Kurmese villages talked the ge,.ki| to n r is ts . it  has be ell what Unesco 
same professional language its a Sheik inter- nnj  llje Indian Government intended it to 
ested in nomadic community life m bauclt ^  R W0rks|)0p wkpre the blueprints for 
Arabia. rural education programmes have been drawn

Natuallv enough, the Indian scene formed up and the tools to build them hammered 
the larger par t  of this background. The out.
problems of the host-country dominated to The main work at the Seminar has been
a certain degree, but not undu ly ; the many visits can .i(,d ()uf m fmu. wo|.k iIip. tfr0l,IlM special-
paid to villages and institution* in file vicinity, itl one Inilj„ r  nfsp(..-t of r m a l a d i . l t
the number of highly qualified -"-legates and eAuentinn coordinated and assist-,! bv the 
observers from al over the I nd.au sub-continent , )irect((r and the UnP8() PXp, ns, who together 
and the rich exhibition on n .ra l adult educa- jfcli t l„, foi|r gnm p-chnirmcn. formed the 
tion arranged for the benefit of the Seminar BtpP1.ing . (.()mmittee 0 f the Seminar. A short 
in Mysore City, all made Indian problems summnry <>f ti»e main conclusions and ircorn- 
loom specially huge. mendations of the groups probably gives

'J'he aim and content of the Seminar, the best picture of what has been uceom- 
wbieh perhaps can be best described as rural plislied at this Unesco's firsr seminar in 
uplift in Asia, did not a t  any point arouse India. This summing up must of necessity 
any controversy. Some veterans of international be very incomplete- almost 100 working-
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papers and reports have come out of the should be meaningful to the pupils; the
mimeograph machine in the tent that housed ordinary juvenile ABC's are nonsensical to
tlie Seminar office, where people have been adults and tend to permanently decrease the
working practically day and night for more reading speed and to kill the interest, 
than a month.

G R O U P  I — L IT E R A C Y  The first task, after agreement of teaching
_  method lias been reached, is to train instruc-
1 he Group dealing with literacy in rural tors . This is urgent in Asian countries where

nrlnlt ei.ucation has been led by Dr. the a(]u]t population is still largely illiterate.
Hasan Ahmad Salmon, Director of Land In India, for instance, the group has calculated
Revenue, Mmistiy or Pinance, Iraq, l h e  that, to accomplish the five year plan adopted
membeis ha \e  been representatives from by Government; it would be necessary to train
Lmnia, Ceylon, India Indonesia Iran, Malaya 290,000 teachers yearly for a period of at the
Jsepa , Singapore 1 ha,land and the United most t |iree month's, This means that 50,000
Kingdom and observers from East l unjab, instructors would be under training at the same
H jdc tabad , Madras and United I rovmces. time, To cater for this number 250 Training

The main conclusions of the group are : Institutions, each housing 200 trainees, and 9
tutors, are needed. The expenditure on such 

Governments should take a more active a vast scheme would consist of the following
interest in adult education and not con- items: the cost of building, maintaining and
cent rate all thUr efforts on primary and equipping the Training Institutions; the sa la-
secondary schools Literacy teaching is only ries of the tutors ; allowances to those in train-
one part of adult education, and if the jug and the salaries to the instructors after
teaching of reading and writing is not followed they have been trained,
up by planned educational programmes there 
is always the danger that newlv literates
lapse into illiteracy again. Perhaps the . KvPn n large-scale literacy-drive, as out­
most important p a r t - of the follow-up work obove, would be of no avail if it did not
is the preparation and distribution of reading l|:il|d it) hand with a scheme for free, uni-
material specially' designed for this purpose, vcrsal and compulsory primary education and
In I lie preparation of such reading material if the public did not support it. lhe  creation
great cine must be taken that it is really public opinion demanding such an edu-
tailured to the needs of the public for which c,,ti\,n u" '1 ?mslli"g tllft literacy drives is es-
it is meant. The readers' interest must be sential. It is also necessary to drive borne
caught by dealing with subjects of immediate individual the benefits of literacy and
concern to them,'of practical importance to the direct advantages the ability to read and 
their daily lives. write has for his daily life.

The distribution of the literature can be ,i .■ - , .| • , ,1 i , ... . One danger ttie group warns against isaccomplished bv setting up rural ibraries . , .. , 1 , ^, |  ’ ] i rr , lack of co-ordination between the many agen-fomided on modern principles, lh e  re a d m e  . , , >- ■„|, , i f , -  Cies, governmental or voluntary, working inmati i mi must 1 u.ieli the (!miKiimc,rs mid s^rve /» j i r i , •> . • ri-i .xi ■ | i , , . the held ot adult education, .t here mils betticir needs, and not, as only too often is the , ,„ i , , u- t i i  Co-ordination at the top, agreement on methodshim\  s t ii(I«*(C on MicIvoH m some stor«- i  ̂ ,• , , -M i l  . j. c. i arid dims and supervision of standards ofroom ivronglv nilled by the diirmfi^d name , tf. , t
of library. Energy and ingenuity must be
employed to get lhe light kind of reading „ .  , , , ,
into the hands of the people J ,ie Kr(,"P nlso pleads for improved stati-

. sties, so that, the aims can be set with full
1 lie most impoi (nut findings <»f the group knowledge of the facts, progress can b *1 foil-

Coneei n the methods of liferac' teaching. lech- owed and deficiencies spotted. The figures
iiiqiies used iii many countries have proved of populations, age groups, distribution of

'" ’d should only be underlaid n by sexe-, attendance figures in schools of different
ten, h j i s specially trained loi the job the  kinds and illiteracy rates collected at this
methods used should, although adapted to U N E S C O  Seminar from many countries and
the local cot d'linto. always br built on modern provinces prove the need for more careful
sru.'iif *'V ptinctph'S the most important of statistics, assembled scientifically. '1 lie figures
Wnlvn if* tuft* leading should be taught now available are far from reliable and in
through per,', jof of who.,- thought, units most cases they probably paint a brighter 
eud that tie. contents of the teaching material picture, than the reality behind them warrants.
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GROUP I t — HEALTH AND HOME trachoma, frombnesin, scabies. leprosy, skin 
L IK E  diseases, anaemia. Itookwotm, gastro-intestinal

diseases and many other enemies to a happy 
" A midwife for every 5,000 people; a health village life can be prevented,

centre composed of a public health nurse,
one or tw o  midwives, a Santitary inspector The Group stresses the need for preventive 
and a social worker for every 10.000 of the medicine as at least as important as curative 
population; and a health unit composed of medicine. Here the rural community worker 
several health centres and a dispensary under can play an important part, even if he is not 
a medical officer for every i10,1)00 of the popu- trained in medicine. A minimum
lation, is the minimum needed for an adequate knowledge of what is meant by individual and
health service according to the study group public health should be a necessary equipment
on health and home life. This group was f<)r village worker. The position of the
first led by Professor Clin of the Mass Edit- Woman in the family must be improved and
cation Movement, China, and, after his de- ber work appreciated ; she must be made the 
picture, by Daw Yee Kyain from Burma. Centre of all efforts for educating the family
The group lias been assisted throughout by to their Ways of living, tiie Group non­
experts from the World Health Organisation eludes.
anti in the ,later stages of its work by Miss But mere training and accumulation of
I). Moses fn»in the School of Social W ork in knowledge is not enough to make a good Rural 
Delhi and Miss EW .Her^ey, Social Welfare Adult Education Org:mis«*r; he must appro*
Attache, United States Embassy, New Delhi. ach his work in a spirit of service to the
Members of tiie group consisted of delegates community and with humility; rural adult 
from Australia, Afghanistan, Ceylon, Indo- education must be rooted in tiie soil of indi- 
nesia and India. gettoils culture on which the best of world

„  ... , „ , culture should be grafted,
livery village, however small and poor,

must have a local health service with its own The Group lias also formulated specific 
administration and its own budget, tiie Group recommendations to U N E S C O . T hat  orgnni- 

t insists. The head of this service should be sation is asked to make its member states 
elected from the members of tiie village and aware of tiie importance of giving w "men more 
should possess tiie necessary qualifications. adequate representation on international senii- 
After election lie should receive training in nars, national councils, and local boards deal- 
individual and public health and then be paid ing with the development of rural adult edtl- 
by the village itself as its health educator, cation and the foiminiating of policies affecting 
The golden rule for health education work the homelite of a nation. U N E SC O  should 
i s :  “Begin small, proceed slowly and be also draw the attention of national govern- 
thorougii.”  nients, which feel hesitant to initiate rural

adult education programmes on a mass-scale 
Tltis group has formulated its recommen- owing to lack of workers, to the vast untapped 

datums after a detailed study of home and resources that can be found among university 
health conditions in Asian rural communities. students and patriotic and socially minded 
The problem of dir t  and filth seems to be adults. The Group also wbhes U N E S C O  to 
dominating one in all tiie areas surveyed. increase the flow of material between its 
Conking, sleeping and living quarters are Clearing-house for Fundamental Education and 
not properly cleaned, floors not swept, dust- workers in the field, 
bins and garbage-bins are not provided,
bedding and clothing kept in disorder and G R O U P  I I I - E C O N O M I C  ASPECTS, 
dirt, the compounds and courtyards frecmentlv „„ . . . . . .
contain animals and are not clean, personal 11,6  f ° " |J «Pec«»|>Z.ng in tiie economic
cleanlinessTs rare, lice are usual in th e 'h a i r  f  p « \ ts adult ,m,teat,oo stresses the
bugs in the bedding and elothitm L ack  of H  11"« low Standard or I,v.t.g in Asia
latrines and adequate drainage resul.hm in '? Iur* ,'1.y ? we ,to “ ■« u..<iei-e,i.ployi,„.,.t of 
stagnant pools which are the happy breeding / g n c u l t u r a l  populattou. nil employ-
places fo r mosquitoes, the presence of m an ., , ;  ™ nt b “ b>, ^ ‘tro ,.notion or ,e-
i i rc • introduction of small rura mid eottnoc hk iih-henps where germs thrive, insufficient water f • a , c \  - . ‘i , 7  ............  . tries, and improvement ot already existingsupply nnd d u ly  water are other common 0I1(,S J *»
features in an Asian village. All tliese defi­
ciencies can be rectified through education The means to create- fuller employment 
and thus prevalence oi malaria, tuberculosis, are, according to the group ;
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1 . A comprehensive survey by experts of Ministries and other official services should,
the rural communities’ primary needs. as fur as possible, make use of cottage indus-

_ _  , ,, . , , . tries produce in preference to imported goods.2. Rural or Cottage industries to be est­
ablished to meet tiiese needs in order of The Group wishes U N E SC O  to collect 
priority. and disseminate to its Member-States all avail-

„ T , P , . , . . able information on cottage industries.
3. In the choice or such industries, self-

sufficiency of the village should first be aimed “The teacher should not be like ‘the mer-
a t ; in general ho  attempt should be made to chant man seeking goodly pearls’, but like 
compete with large-scale urban industries using ‘the husbandman who waiteth for the precious 
mass-production methods. fruit of the earth and hath long patience of

. nr • i it,” is one of the twenty basic principles which,
4. To further achieve self-sufficiency, sub- accordi to the Group, should govern the

s.dary occupations should be found, specially ,clf to the economic U!)iift ()f rilral corn-
such that provide work during periods of munitie9. O ther important principles a r e :
8eusoual unemployment,

, . , , A , The village school should as far as possible
5 Training centres are required to teach b e the centre of adult education ; 

the skills necessary tor economic productions
of good quality. every teaching or demonstration centre

6. These centres should also be community should l,iive extension facilities ;
centres. Schools could well be used. The begin where the people are and with what
centres should also serve as rural marketing they have ; efforts should be directed towards
agencies and supervise the standard of pro- the primary needs of rural people and edu-
ducts. cation should be arranged to meet these needs

7. Co-operative organisation is necessary step 8tep ’
for almost all cottage and rural industries, co-operative principles should be the basis 
from financing to production and marketing. of economic improvement in the rural com-

The basic education scheme as adopted munitj ,
by the Indian Government has been studied the teaching should reach down to the
with special care and interest. The principle poorest;
of self-sufficiency as a primary aim was gene- , . , , i ,  , . , ,. , , i i .1 nodeserv ing  person should be deprived ofrallv approved ; where production exceeds the , , , H P1 , c ', 1 1 -.I i , j „ ,i. I ,i,ii educational benefits by reason of poverty,local or village needs good markets should be j i j
found for the surplus, thus raising the economic These principles have been formulated by 
level of the villagers. When opening a new a group of experts who themselves have Worked 
rural or cottage industry the market demand f° r decades in rural communities and been 
should first have been carefully investigated. Part °f tbe rural communities, i he Chairman

of the Group, Dr. D. Spencer Hatch, came to
The tools and equipment for these small Illdia jn for re | ief work on the North-

industries should be oi ft sufficiently simple West Frontier and Waziristan. From 1922 to 
type for the individual villager to own and |1B W(t8 jn charge of the Development
operate. Ih e  Group felt strongly that more h„d Training in Rural Reconstruction in India 
help should be given by Governments to the for t iie y.M.Q.A. He started many rural 
survey and research for cottage industry de- centres with extension services in Indian States 
velopmeut. Governments should cater more all(] riis name i.s specially connected with the 
for the many millions in rural areas engaged centre Martandam, in Travaneore, a centre 
in industrial work than for the comparatively -which under his leadership soon became a 
few millions urban industrial workers. model. During the last f) years lie has nccom-

I’actory-prodnced or imported goods are pli>hed similar work in Mexico and (losta Rica, 
only too often preferred by the consumers; The practical experiences mid idealistic faith 
efforts should be made to popularize local in Gandhian and Tngorian principles made 
produetH of good ernftmnn.sliip. Special on- the Indian Delegate, Sliri E.W. Aryannvakain 
courngciiient should lie given to crafts pro- from Nevagrnni, one of the dominating person* 
vuliug scope for creative self-expression, aliiies of the Seminar. The many foreign 
Talented and .skilled artisans should be helped delegates and observers could not have re- 
to maintain their craft, efficiency ; if necessary ceived a better instruction in or seen a better 
Government or oilier funds should be used example of the force of the Gandhian way of 
to aid them to teach others life. Other group members came from Saiga-
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pore, Nepal, United Kingdom, Malayn, Burma, States and witli observers from Bengal, B^har,
United Provinces, Travancore, Delhi,Rajasthan Bombay, C. P., Mysore, Orissa and U. P  ,
and Mysore. passed the following main recommendations:

G R O U P  I V - S O C I A L  AND C IT IZ E N - , In ^  where the popidation is not yet
r,-riQ enfranchised it  is necessary to introduce local

S l i l l  A o r E C l o .  self-governing institutions.
Detailed reports of village community life Evftry c01lntry should encourage the estab-

in fifteen, mainly Asian, countries served as | ishm(,,lt of specjai ageilCjes for the training 
the background to the work of Group IV of perS0I1„ {>| ai)d for production of literature 
They revealed certain trends common to almost and oti)er aids (or civic a|ld BOCiul training 
all rural communities, the most important ot jn rura | areas, 
which in this connection is the isolation of
the village community. The village as a world U N ESC O  should undertake the pro­
of its own is undoubtedly a danger to the duction of adult education literature and 
development of modern Asian countries. The v jsua| a jds specially suited for Asian con- 
Study-group has, therefore, drawn up a cur- ditions. 
riculum content for citizenship training under .
seven main headings : (1) personal dignity and U N E S C O  should draw up specimen pro­
w orth ; (2 respect and consideration for all grammes tor the co-ordinated and intensive
hfimnn beings irrespective of social and econo- use ° f  mass media m t  ie ptesi ntation o 
mic status and political and religious affilia- themes pertaining to adult and fundamental 
t io n s ; (3 ) kinship with the community and education.
cooperation in community activ it ies; (4) Follow-up seminars on a regional and
interdependence of the social, economic and national basis should be organized, 
cultural life and the country as a whole ; (5) . . , , . ,
concept of one-world and its implications in , f N«w delegates, observers and staff have 
terms of world citizenship ; (6) culture and left f«ir Br.ndavan, where the constant sound 
national heritage and unity in d ivers ity ; (7) ° f dam ned-up water s P-yous liberation in 
political rights and duties. c l a r i e s  of foam and the thousands of many-
r  b coloured lamps mixing with stars and moon

The Group stresses that a curriculum is into luminous, unreal nights have been their 
not only informational items to be taught, faithful companions, either when at work in 
but also activities and experience which give studi-groups or plenary sessions, at rest in 
life and reality to them. Citizenship itself rooms or tents, or walking and talking with 
is a dynamic concept which expresses itself colleagues from distant lands in the 
in activities. The Group has, therefore, indi- French-styled garden, 
caied suitable activities and experiences to­
gether with the information to be imparted. They bring home with them memories of

. , . , generous hosts and helpful organizers, useful
Much time has also been spent on the study advice from fe| |ow. workers and new inc.rn- 

of media and methods in citizenship as tiyes to jncreased efforts with improved 
outlined in the curriculum. It specially deals methods 
with mass-media, both the traditional and
the modern technical. Among the old, widely, They leave behind in the Mysore vicinity 
used media which the Group has considered visible signs of their activities and above 
a r« :  festivals, fairs, pilgrimages, temples, all a job well done, a prelude well played,
tombs, ashrams, folklore, folk dances and _
dramas, games and sports. These media of Because the work of the Unesco .Seminar
proved worth should not be discarded for blind >'i Mysore has only been a prelude, a slanang- 
belief in the superiority of the modern point. Unesco will collect all the findings and 
mechanistic media, such as press, radio and films, recommendations, pull them mgeiiei into 
These new media can play a vital part in rural shape and form, then the co-ordinated, final 
community education, but they must be hand- programme ot ruin adult education tor enm- 
led with care, knowledge and skill. munity action will be widely dlssemmamd

* to nil Unesco 8 Member-otntes. l«irdt of nil
The Group, led by Dr. A. N. Basil, it will go to the delegates and observers. 

Principal, Central Institute of Education, now scattered round the world at. their 
New Delhi, consisting of members from Burma, notion-stations; but it will nl«> be sent to 
Ceylon, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Philip- others working for rural reconstruction, in 
pines, Saudi Arabia, Tiuuiund, and the United the field or as udimuisU ator* in otiv.es.
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Unesco’s Clearing-house for Fundamental 0f living-standards and educational oonortuni- 
Fdu cation will follow up the contacts made, tip8> witllin C(>nntries a ,,d between countries, 
send information and advice whenever and Ttlis is a tiisk for which Unesco was created. 
Wherever needed. Unesco w.ll produce and In its Constitution, now signed by 50 
give expert advice on the production of n;Ujons, it  is stated that Unesco will “give 
teaching materials, media and aids. Unesco fres(l impil| se to popular education and to 
too has leal lit much from this month at the spread of cu ltu re ; by collaborating with 
iirmdnvan and can in its future Work draw members at their request, in the development 
on the experiences gained and plan its of educational activities; by instituting colh.b- 
uctions according to the need discovered. oration among the nations to advance tee

The Unesco Seminar was a prelude. F or  i(Ual of equality of educational opportunity 
the full symphony the co-operation and co- without regard to race, sex or any di.-rimr 
ordinntion of all instruments is needed : tl,,n-S economic or social; by suggesting
international agencies and national govern- educational methods best, suited to prepare 
rnents, voluntary organisations and local Die children of the world for the responsi- 
boards, professional teachers and spare-time bilites of freedom.” The new successfully 
volunteers, press and public opinion and, concluded Seminar on Rural Adult. i'Uuca- 
above all, the potential pupils themselves. Don Wiis a small part  of Unesci/s efforts

to carry out its responsibility in rsepect to 
Real harmony demands an equalisation this central point in its charter.

Recent Publications: —

Education for Leisure, Price Rs. 5 M
R u ra l  A d u l t  E d u c a t io n ,  P r i c e  R e ,  t / _ j b y  D r .  S .R .  R a n g a n a t h a n

Can le had from :—

Ind ian AduSi Education Association,
3 0 ,  P a i z  B a z a r .

D E L H I .

VIE W POINTS

- s 3 ADULT EDUCATION
A dult education is one of Ind ia ’s most serious problems 

but the only way to  solve it  is to enforce rigid basic training 
through rural organisations and to impart clarity of thought, 
freshness of outlook in the minds of the masses. I t  is high 
time that this cherished dream of curbing illiteracy amongst 
adults is transformed into reality by the combined effort of t
both the Government and the people.

Izntpnrl. — P. G. Patankak.
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A Tentative Plan for Adult Education.
( M. G. Amraotkar, M. A. )

N E E D  F O R  A D U L T  ED U C A T IO N .

N E E D  F O R  K N O W L E D G E  AND understanding, This is not so with the
P E R S O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T . illiterates who are doomed to remain back­

ward m the race for production. ILaucation
1. The need for adult education is very can help them to learn new methods of

urgent because it will help the mature men cultivation and also to choose better voca-
and women to develop an efficient and well tions. If Indian agriculture is undertajten
integrated personality. by those who have been trained in the science

. of agriculture, national wealth will be incre-
2. For heller socttil life. In all civihsa- ^sed considerably. Proper persons in their

tions, simple as well as complex, the chief proper places will not only 6ave energy that
factor is the individual in relation to his wasted but substantially add to the income 
so c ia l  environment. He has to adjust himself ()£ t [ie Iiatjon_
to social needs and add his contribution.
He is, in a sense, made by the society. In N A T U R E  O F  W O R K
order that the individual should be able to
adjust, himself to the society in which he Classification o f  Illiterates.

!i£,t" ' r x  . TN. «k* ~  ..... ... — r
Persons who are educated can understand int0 tw° SrouPs- 
their social duties and responsibilities and as ( 1) Rural
such their behaviour towards other members an(j
of the group is determined by the consider-
ation of promoting social welfare. ^  Urban.

„„ . , . „ . Rural Illiterates.—These evidently outnnm-
The democratic form of Soveinmen b *r  t |,ejr brethren. The chief occupations 

which we. have chosen for our country post- f()Uowed b u , „ e per80I18 nre 
ulates intelligent, citizens. 1 lie central idea .
of democracy is the participation by its mem- la) i lllmg ttie land,
bers in the determination of its policies. Voters (b) W orking on the farm as labourers,
who choose their leaders should be able to (c) Domestic service,
appreciate the importance of precious rights
and duties which the State has conferred on Urban Illiterates.-— Those adults who are 

|f  i4 large section of the people is illiterate and live in towns are mainly em- 
illiierate and therefore une.oncions of their ployed in factories and industries on a small 
rights, they can be easily exploited by a few or large scale or as domestic servants.

P '0" 1'  f" r ........ M IG R A T IO N  O F  P O P U L A T IO N .
4. If we want to achieve complete literney ., , . ,
.. . . .  i I,, „i . i  v e r v  r e c e n t l y ,  a s  t h e  v i l l a ge s  h a v e  b e c o m ee ar l ie r ,  i t  is i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  a d u l t s  s h o u l d  . f  „.  . ■ . ... c ., , , f less self-sufficient, they otter few oppnrtuni-b<‘ e<moated at feast for two reasons :— . , . , . . ,, , iu ties to the residents to earn their bread
(a) Any system of compulsory primary with ease and self-respect. Villagers have,

education fni eliminating illiteracy shall therefore, begun to move to centres of indus- 
be efleeti\ o only if illiteracy of adults (rH,s Industrial centralisation has, in its turn, 
is liquidated , led to over-population of certain towns and

(b) Literate parents will accelerate the created adverse conditions of life. Again, this
process of making the country for they flow of people from villages to towns has told 
under-tand the value of education very heavily on agricultural production ami has 
and will, therefore, help tremendously tints brought us to shortages of food and 
in the spread of primary education other necessaries of life. The result has been 
of their children. that the villages which formed the integral

. .  . part of our nation have been impoverished.
5. Economic ( m m derations. The social life in rural areas is at present at a
Educated masses can produce more since very low ebb, and there newts an unbndguble 

they cun handle tools and machinery with gap between the town and the village.
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Apart from the criterion of civil conditions ( I I I )  C A P A C IT Y  T O  W R ITE.
of life, we can broadly divide the adult A .I . , . , , , , . ,  An average person is expected to write
illiterates into the following two groups. what he thil*ka ^ nd feels in a \.,ng ^ Se that

(a) Those who had never been to school faithfully communicates his thoughts. Ability 
and to write helps an individual to elevate his

(b) Those who attended school for a standard. Again, this will also put a stop to
very short period in their impres- h l 8 b e , "K exploited by unscrupulous persons,
sionnble years but lapsed into iliiter- suc" J1S mm|ey lenders.
aey owing to passage of time. (IV) E L E M E N T A R Y  K N O W L E D G E

CAUSES O F  T H E  L A P S E  O F  O F  A R IT H M E T IC .
LI LER A C T. This is necessary because people should be

(a) A very large number of students of sble to do simple calculations which they
v i l lage  schools attend the classes irregularly. often require in their daily lives.
They do not remain in schools for more than (V) E D U C A T IO N  IN C IT IZ E N S H IP , 
a year or so and are taken away from their .
schools by their p a r e n t s  on economic grounds. This is necessary for two reasons viz.,
Such persons, who are just introduced to (a) Education in citizenship is of paramount
alphabets a n d  numbers, lapse into illiteracy importance, because political freedom by itself
very quickly. It is essential that students cannot guarantee ‘ Good life ’ To retain
should remain at least for three to four political liberty, peoole have to pay the price
years at the school and complete the course f<>r it in terms of ‘eternal vigilance*, which
of elementary education. postulates civic education.

(b) There is a class of people which is (b) If democracy is to succeed, people 
quite unprepared or unsuited for the kind must know their rights and duties. “Democ-
nnd method of teaching that is imparted racy is based on the principle that people
in onr schools. These people, after some time, shall think for themselves.” For an intelligent
add to the number of illiterates. participation in the settlement of the nation’s

fr) Again, villages do not not. offer any policies, they should have good knowledge of
opportunities for keeping education alive. Government methods and administration.
Most of the rustics stand in no need of . ................. .....  „ _________
liberal education and, therefore, return to (VI) K N O W L E D G E  Oh N A T IO N A L
illiteracy wiih growing age- LA N G U A G E.

E D U C A T IO N A L  N E E D S O F  D will be accepted without any hesitation
ADULT’S that every person should know the national

tongue. The knowledge of the lingua franca
(I) If we do not want to relegate our- of our country and the' capacity to use it will

selves to a position of permanent inferiority imbibe a spirit of national union among the
in the ‘ Society of civilised nations”, it is masses. It will also resolve the difficulty of
abolute.lv essential f,i> liquidate illiteracy and communication between different parts of our
promote educational atmosphere. The making country and help the people to tide over the
of good citizens requires the knowledge narrow feelings of provincialism. Adaptation
of the '! It’s, cultural background, elementary ° .̂ habits and a healthy fusion of culture
information oi civic duties and responsibities be acceleiated by this common tie.
anil a fair training m vocations. (V I,)  R E L IG IO U S  AND C U L T U R A L

E L E M E N T  AH V K N O W L E D G E  O F  ED U C A T IO N .

L A N G L A D E . Broad religious principles should be taught.
/ i i \ , i i ,  , , ,, c .1 The information of basic principles willC D  Adults, who form the bulk of the , ■ ,, , , , , , broaden the outlook of the people nod givepopulation, .should be able to r  ad element- , h • • i  -' i i ,. , , . . ■ , them tin insight into the ultimate similarity!11‘\* books on dlltrreid subjects willi ease c ] , , c . ., , . J

and umleManding. Tin.- sum,Id enable them d'fferenf: schools of religious thought, 
to go through the organs of tniblic opinion Religious education has another important
and ideas that matter. This will n!-o help merit to recommend itself, a n d th n t i s t h a t . i t
them io keep i Item-el >■.->! abreast of modern helps the masses to uplift themselves morally,
developments in political and economic fields. Moral education seems today to be more
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n ecessary  th an  a t  any  o th e r  t im e  in th e  R u r a l  v o c o b o n s : - A gricu l tu re ,
past .  S o u n d  in fo rm at io n  of re l ig ious ten e ts  R u n n in g  an d  w e a v  ng
will p ro m o te  social v i r tu e s  and  b e t t e r  life. B ask e t  m a k in g  a n d  o th e r
for  th o se  w ho  a re  in i t ia te d  in t ru e  re l ig ion  b am b o o  produc ts,
shall be  free f ro m  the  fe t te r s  of tr ad i t io n .  Small scale  c o t t a g e  tn d u s tr .e s ,

viz-,
na tte r  m aking, soap  m ak ing ,

v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n . e
Carpentry,

N E E D  F O R  V O C A T I O N A L  Sm ithy ,  etc.,

E D U C A T I O N .  'J,ban Vocal ons — Som e of the  ab o v e  v o ca t io n s
can b e  taught, with a d v a n ta g e

(i) Mere l ibe ra l  ed u ca t io n  m ay he lp  ad u l t s  to  u rb an  illi terates, b u t ,  b e s id e s
to  b eco m e  civ i l ised  m em b ers  of soc ie ty  and  these, the  following c ra f ts  can
im p ro v e  th e  m oral an d  in te l lec tu a l  to n e  b e  su i tab ly  tau g h t  in to w n s ,
of th e  g ro u p  of w hich  th ey  a re  m em b ers  ; F a c to r y  tra in ing , i. e. w o rk  in
bu t,  in i tse lf ,  i t  is n o t  sufficient.  T h e y  sh o u ld  d if fe ren t d e p a r tm e n ts
b e  in a p osi t ion  to  im p ro v e  th e i r  eco n o m ic  of a fac tory ,
s t a tu s  and  ad d  to  th e  na tiona l w ea lth .  Again , T ypewriting , etc.,
th e  re s p e c t  fo r  ed u ca t io n  a n d  l ik in g  th e re o f  P a  n ting ,
will be  p o ss ib le  only if i t  m a k e s  a m a te r ia l  C arv ing ,
ch an g e  in th e  life of the  p eop le .  P a p e r  making,

Sn ap  m aking , etc, etc.

P S Y C H O L O G Y  OK T H E  M A S S E S .  P U 1 .;L 1 C  S U P P O R T  A N D  M O V E M E N T

(ii) If th e  peop le  a re  co n v in ce d  th a t  it  O h  P U B L I C  O l  IN IO N .
p ay s  to  lea rn  th ey  will a t t e n d  th e  ed u ca t io n
c e n tr e s  w i th  en thus iasm . It is a  w eig h ty  N o p lan  can m ee t  withi success  if  . t  does
cons id e ra t io n  will ,  the  g ro w n -u p  peo p le  w h e th e r  n o t  appeal to  the people .  If i t  is n o t  ta k e n  
t h a t  which com es th e i r  w ay  a l te rs  th e i r  up  by th e  com m on m an ns h i -  d u ty  to  p u t
econom ic  s i tu a t io n .  In fac t ,  th ey  acq u ire  . . . to  p r a c u c e  w h a t  is p o s s ib l -  to r  him lor 
econom ic  b ia s  an d  look a t  th in g s  w i th  th is  e lev a t in g  th e  s t a n d a rd s  of h ,s  f r ien d s  who are

lagging  b eh ind ,  it w ill  be very  difficult, lo r  
any  G o v e rn m e n t ,  espec ia lly  so fo r  the  d em o c-

S P I R I T  O F  S E L F - R E L I A N C E  r ^ ic t " c a r , 'y , ,u t any progr; " n ,m ‘- ,H " " Ceo r ' u  i t  is abso lu te ly  necessa ry  t l ia t  th e  peo p le  are
, , , . (  1 co n v in ce d  of th e  u rg en cy  and  g ra v i ty  of the

(iii) W ith  th e  eac n o g  o . p ro b lem  an d  a re  m o v ed  to  ach ieve  th e  goal.  T o
educa t ion  an d  its p ra c  ice, 1 i» t r . ; achieve the p u b lic  s u p p o r t ,  we su g g es t  the
th a t  the  th in g s  p re p a re d  and  mainitacti ireU  i 1 •t n a i  tne  vnnigo i i , , , c f | fo l low ing  m ethods .
by  the  s tu d e n ts  can  be  sold an d  a p a r t  ot th e
ex p en ses  of th e  schem e of a d u l t  ed u ca t io n  th u s  Adult Educat on Week T o  mobilise
m ay be  met. Confidence  th a t  th in g s  p re -  p lI]L>]jc op in ion  and po li t ica l  inf luence to ensure  
p a re d  can fe tch  a good p rice  will m ak e  th e  t j)af th e  p ro b lem  of  a d u l t  edunation  is imniedi 
s tu d e n ts  m ore  se l f - re l ian t  an d  in sp ire  in t e r e s t  up  by th e  people, th e  G o v e rn m e n t
in them . , shou ld  a r r a n g e  fo r  ‘ A d u l t  E d u ca t io n  W c e k ”

. . .  f ro m  t im e  to time. This sh o u ld  be  a c o rp o ra te
Again , v o ca tiona l ed u ca t io n  will re la te  ontprpriBe in t |1P a d v a n c e m e n t  of the cause

libera! e d u ca t io n  closely to  ad u l t s  da i ly  life ad ll l fc vduciition.
and w o rk .  T h e  s tu d e n t  will, tn fact, be  b e t t e r  , .
p re p a r e d  for p ick in g  u p  liberal ed u ca t io n  w hen '>) L e c t u r e y — L e c tu r e s  slum.ii lie d m ; vri nil liy 
i t  is im p a r te d  a lo n g  w ith  an d  th ro u g h  p r o p e r  c o m p e te n t  a u th o r i t ie s  on the need anil scope 
v o c a t io n s  of ad u lt  edu ca t io n .  These lec tu res  m o u ld  b i

des ig n ed  to  co n v in ce  the. m asses and  evoke  an 
V O C A T I O N S  T H A T  C A N  B E  T A U G H I .  ; , res t  in them .

The following list by no means claim, to 3) Exhibition, Exhibitions M,o»U be nr
b e  ex h a u s t iv e  b u t  i t  Will su g g e s t  a few v o ca -  r a n g e d  to  show th e      prm lm -N
t i n n ,  t h a t  can  b e  t a u g h t  w ith  l i t t le  effort to  p r e p a r e d  by th e  t r a in e d  an d  im m n u c d  people .
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of crofts and vocations should be made would, as a rule, be served by trying 
sufficiently clear. to educate persons over 40 years of age.”

41 Visual Demonstrations. Dramas and short Groups o f students.
plays should be enacted to inspire people for NormilI] adll]t students should be divided
education. Visual aids are perhaps the most jn thg b ■ L  intQ tw0 viz.,
potent instrument to impress the masses and & 6 1
carry home the idea in a short time. 1) Those who are between 10 and 16 years

5) Tows. Excursions and trips by edu- a^e’
rated people in the rural areas can have a 2) Those who are beyond 16 years of age.
wholesome effect on the rustics. . . , . . . . . .  , . , ,

in is  is so because it is highly undesirable
6) Educilional Conferences. 1 he Govern- to mix boys and grown-up persons. The

ment should frequently hold educational meet- grasping power and memorising capacity of
ings to bring together the intellectually ad- a boy is quite different from that of the adult,
vauced persons and experts to promote dis- Up to the age of 16 an individual is impression-
cussion on vital problems of education. New able and so can be moulded. • Adults generally
plans and methods should be invited and find it  difficult to adjust themselves to the
encouraged. needs of new professions. This division will

7) Educational films and magic lantern als0 fhelP us in sorti,,g out Persons for
snows may be found to be or immense value
in this direction. M E T H O D S  O F  T E A C H IN G ,

8) Formation of adult-edueation-associa- C U R R IC U L U M , Etc
tions should be encouraged. These associa- p eiioj  0f  aj u/, edacalion.
tions should be conducted by private bodies.
The Government may help them financially This should extend normally between two
whenever it is necessary. to three years. The first year should be

devoted to teaching the 3 R’s, i.e., reading, 
Selection of students. writing and arithmetic. The period of one

year is not insufficient, for an adult can pick 
There are two types of students up very easily and quickly as his power of
(i) Normal students - This group comprises understanding is well developed. In 1928. 

those who possess normal ability of mind ^ofeasor Thorndike proved conclusively that 
and bodv to prosecute their studies. They while learning capacity reaches its peak at
are free 'from any mental defects or organic the a2e ot tbe dpcbn.e ,s s" SInal1
shortcomings. The number of people coming as to, b.p negligible. Again, he came to the 
under this head is evidently very large. ’ conclusion that whatever learning ability the

adult may lose due to advancing years is
(ii) Abnormal and handicapped s tudents-  more than compensated for by the increased 

In towns and villages we often come across interest and realisation of need.
persons who suffer from mental deficiency 0 n ce  the adult has mastered the basic
or are rendered crippled through some injury. principle3 0f elementary education, he can be 
physical or otherwise. Physical defects such ensily led to prosecute his studies for some 
:i8 blindness, ueafiiuss, etc., prohibit students suitable profession. This teaching of voca- 
Inmi education. I hey, however, have a claim tion, which by no means aims at specialisation 
t,o the attention of the Government. to r  but js 0 f an informative type, should occupy 
these persons we should provide special train- a gtudent for about two years. While lie i. 
mg suitable for their needs. We shall, how- jjoing through the process of vocational train- 
ever, confine ourselves to normal persons and jtly- fie should also be simultaneously prepared 
formulate a plan for their education. jn the art of good citizenship and attainment

Age limit for admission. ,,f valuable social P ^ ° m ih ty .

The nge of persons who are to be trained Attendance. 
at, the adult education centres should range It is absolutely important to note that
between 10 and 40. "In view of the normal permanent literacy, which should be the aim, 
expectation of life in this country and the is possible only if the student attends classes 
mental development of the illiterates, parti- regularly. I t  is wasteful to admit students 
c.ulnrly in the villages, no u.eful purpose who cannot stay at the institute imparting

I
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basic knowledge for about two years. Shifting ning we may give vocational training an agri-
of students and irregularity of attendance will cultural bias. A tentative course in agri­
defeat the very purpose of educating them. culture would be

T E A C H IN G  O F  3 ITS. ^  Direct work on tl,e farm>
. . .  2) Discussion of methods

Arithmetic. I he course  to be taught in this 0l .. .  . , , , . , , .
,■ , , i i  ,, i„ o Visits to local and experimental farms,subject should normally cover elementary

processes of arithmetic, viz., addition, siibtrnc- The method of training will then be direct,
tion. multiplication and division of numbers. «After (he stinillliltioil 0f initial mterest in
l l . e  teacher should try to set problems th.it have the subjet.tj students themselves provide the
a direct bearing on the life of the stu ent. motive power and determine the direction as
1 lie teaching should be so designed as to get work p rooeecJs. Each forward step de-
frnm the individual concernec t ie  answers mands more information and increasing theor-
to the questions and an account of his own eticaj knowledge. Since the whole class parti-

, experience. Exercises in calculations should cipates in the work students will be able to 
be simple but intelligent. give expression to the insights and tinder-

R e n d in g  and writing. Here the student standings they are given and. sooner or later,
should be introduced to alphabets by direct they will be in a position to express themselves
method as far as possible. Pictorial education creatively in works and deeds .
mav be found of much use. Adults will rn. . . . . .  .. . ,, , , a . , , ,  *• l l ie  three criteria winch vocational edu-learn quickly and at tlie same time mastei . . .  , , . ,, 1 J ■ > , .i „ i „„ cation in e ementary stage has to satisfy arethe language very easily because they have the J J
advantage of knowing the language and of ,nust be educative, assimilative and
Speaking it. As soon as the student acquires economicaL Methods that will be found very
a good grasp of letters, he may be m.i e to „ sefu| ;n teaching different vocational sup-
write. Here, of course, the teacher should jects a r e :__
be very sympathetic and correct him wherever
necessary. Illustrative method

. o  , Demonstrative'method and... Education in 3 II s is fundamental and as ,, ,
I such  i t  is to be Im p a r te d  with due care. It Performance method.

may be noted that unless students are pre- These methods are fruitful because in all
pared thoroughly in this field it  is very dilh- these methods the adults will not onlv ’ receive
cult to proceed further. Adults should ac- information about the vocation they learn or
quire good skill in handling numbers, read the things they make, but they will be actively
tolerably fluently and wtite wit!* ease. thinking, observing and acquiring skill in the

Teaching of History. Geography and Hygiene. I W * * ™  of the articles or their choice.

Along with the teaching of 3 R's History . . consideration should he given to
and Geography should be taught. History mmvidual differences, aptitu le and interest of
should be taught through stories so that it different apprentices and proper arrangements
becomes interesting. People will take active should be made for tlieir guidance." £  is
interest in knowing the annals of the desirable that there should be a rest “ or
land they inhabit. Elementary lessons in minimum standard.
regional and political Geography should not , . . ,
present much diffiouilty. Information about . ,e n^ " l t educational centre -imuld u.-o
personal hygiene should also be imparted ,:ive :l B»rden. t will serve two  ........
side by side and its importance be brought .L***on” *" ^ ' c u l t u r e  can be d .in .m -trc -d
j J in the garden and lr will a so help tin* stndentg
lome. to roereale theniseK’es. I he subject of garden-
Vocational a n d  other education. lug is very educative and. also. paying, since

ttie p rodu c t s  can  be marke t ed .
As soon as students have acquired a fair

grasp of basic education, they should be soiled A collective training of cruft for some
out tor different vocations. In the beginning time should enable the teacher to point out.
this will prove very difficult but with u.c a suitable profession i n  - vudin ts . In
influx of proper teachers, it  will be possible due course of time the -ludi . '  wili begin to
to pick up proper persons for various crafts. evince tlieir interest in p.utiem it ., i t hey 
We can, however, propose that in the begin- should be given lull scope to develop, t he
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teacher should be a snide and try to promote No one in the field of education can afford to
creative intellect of the student. forget the importance of the Chinese saying,

, , i i ic f i f 'One picture is worth 10000 words.”In the second half of the programme for
adult education, vocational framing1 should SOHO03B B U IL D IN G S, LI RRARIES, 
be made the central part of educa t i on  and HOOKS. ETC.
other items of liberal edneation should be
taught in relation to it. .Appreciation of arts S c h o o l . -  The pioneer school cannot be other
and their plaee in liTe should be emphasised. than the sitting and listening school . The aim 
Along with the training of d i f f e r e n t  vocations, however should be â  light, cheerful and 
students should be instructed in liberal edu- attractive school.” It is desirable that adult 
cation that hns direct relation to their life. education should be carried on in separate 
Xjessons in civics, co-operative principles, school-buildings and that these schools should 
national language, ethics, etc., should be im- be on the lines of Peoples’ colleges in England, 
parted at this stage. These colleges provide different varieties of

activities social, academic, practical, and enrich 
Lectures in civics, theology, economics t |1(1 individual and collective life. For the 

and ethics may be delivered by the teaeher. present, however, the adults may be taught in 
They should" be purely instructive and infor- existing primary school buildings, 
motive. As far as possible, illustrations for ' npTTl??
the theory should he chosen from practical E5.LU.Jj rHtUJXo.
h r  a common experience. Since a large number of adults is busy

Education in co-operation and ethics can during the day time, it follows that classes 
be best imparted by making some students for them should be held in the evening. The 
responsible for the garden nr the class-room. period e eh day when the student, will be 
The students should he asked to establish a engaged in study should normally be two 
co-operative society through which they can hours in the beginning. Tt may be divided as 
sell garden products. They may also arrange follows: —
trips to some places of historical importance 3 0  Minutes for Arithmetic,
or for sightseeing. 1  hi- will incidentally help ._ . . .  , . ,. , ..., 1 . 4o Minutes for reading and writing,them in the training id civic virtues and cause to ^
imbibe in them a sense of social responsibility. 45 Minutes for history, geography, etc.

" ft is reasonable to expect the school to LIBRARIES,
set up an environment, in which all its pupil®, Adult education centres should have ade-
through active participation in its organisation qu,lto libraries, for “a literate cannot remain
and control may move progressively to more literate—much less progress—unless he can have
complete appreciation of th» deeper signi- convPniP„t access to suitable and interesting
finance of democratic ways of life”. reading material.” “Every adult centre should

.... . i 1 M  . . .  have a library of its own or be able t.0  obtainI he teacher should arrange some time to ' , , , •, . . .  , „, ,i , i , . , free hooks of the right tvpe.meet the students in groups so that lie can
discuss subjects of common interest. This . HOOKS
r |  bring the teacher in close touch with the
students and help him to understand them Today there is a dearth of proper books
better. In the discussions that take place that onu meet the demand and need of adult
ii schools, students should be given free education. Hence the right kind of literature
scope Pi present their ideas and ventilate at a reasonable price will be produced. Hooks
difficulties. dealing with diverse subjects should be written

in a simple and interesting manner. Tran- 
Tlns organisers of adult education centres slntioo from foreign literature should also be

should try to arrange lectures of persons of undertaken so as to keep touch with the
aiilluinty in mi ll centres. I'hfse lectures will outer world. Newspapers of a special type
not only add to the fund of knowledge of should also be published,
the students but nKo go a long wav in helping
Hu m to emulate llie standard of life of these T E A C H E R S ,
pei '.on*

T e a c h ers  fo r  sh o r t- te rm  o la n .—  W p  note that 
Again, llit picture i i liim strips, the. Education Department in every Province 

m o v i n g  |>i uro".. nm lo 'iJ n t- ;w and leaves its teachers and professors without
coom.i1 1 1 1 e a |i>Mcuii.il :l, i g, c led if t liing. work lor about ( months in a yeftr. This
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personnel, which is quite considerable in num- 2) He must know his subject and like 
ber, can be utilised with advantage for the to teach it  and, above all, he mu9t like
liquidation of adult illiteracy. They can be the people ;
sent out in the villages to educate the masses 3 ) He must know his students, their ways 
in 3 R s and elementary c.v.c studies. They 0f life, their environments, habits
can help tins campaign positively if they and the structure of their society-
have the necessary will and mind to do 0  , , ,  , , ,  ,, , ,
the job assigned to them. We may prescribe si'ism' 0 1 1  6  Ca enthu-
that a teacher with a definite number of ’
students should take up a particular village °) He should have a wholesome per-
and that the headman of that village should sonality
give him the list of persons who stand in dire „  . . .
need of basic education. It should be made " t  enth we do not possess these types of
imperative 0 1 1  (lip part of such teachers that eac ers today. In order that we may get the
no person on the list should remain unac- 1 'fl't tjpe of persons to handle the job we have 
quainted with the fundamentals of knowledge. to ti ain1 students in training colleges and schools 
it may be observed here, in passing, that in 1 this point in view. Presently we can,
summer, when the teachers and the students mwevei, a 1 range a refresher course for the 
are free, the villagers, too, are not very busy teacheis of primary and secondary schools
and they can. therefore, devote their time to ° r , n two or three months for this
the pursuit of basic education. woik. here should be judicious selection

of persons from the existing staff and they 
in order to make this plan more effective should be taught in the methods of aduU 

nothing should be left to the choice of the education. Main items for the refresher course 
teachers ai d the college students. Tt is only should comprise 
compulsion in the beginning that can achieve ,
some result. At the end of the course they  ̂ training of adult leadership ;
can examine the adults and award certificates of £) Development of material of instruction :
proficiency. Their work should be supervised 3) Study of methods and procedure,
by the Inspectors arid other executive staff .
who frequent the villages. Reports on the e C!in begin humbly, and, if the experiment 
procedure of the work and its progress should progresses well, we can multiply the number
be called for from time to time. Wltb more training centres.

These teachers, professors and college and SALARY O F  TEACHERS,
school students can also be helped by the
primary and secondary school teachers. A , • .  standard of teachers in the adult 
refresher’s course for training the teachers education centres should be maintained suffici- 
in this work should be conducted and the enily high because this will attract the people 
persons so trained be sent out for educating t:lbe "P this profession. The teachers of 
and training the adults. Universities should stich a school should at least get as much 
also make it a point to see that no degree as secondary school teachers receive as 
is awarded to examinees unless they have salary.
worked in the villages for at least a period of „A  e n o o r c T i A v
three months and put in some social work oU M E  oLKibrESTIONS.
n d „ l7 lS . r a c v nwe W  achieve the object of L  Adult school should meet a t leftgt for 
adult literacy we can proceed to impart voca- ■ • „„„„ , , ij
tional education and education of a higher 7  mont ,s ln >ear- The rainy season should 
order. For this, it is desirable that we have ^1  “ VaCl! ,on p e n ° d ’ beCa’18e tb.,S “  th* Ume 
a permanent staff. Education of adults is 7  2 t he ° rdm,\ ry
quite distinct from and much more com- u* &dU 8ch°,01 sh° U'd 0pt‘n *“ ( 1(1
plicated than that of the youngsters. Teachers Z n t  of J . d T ^  continue up to the
of primary schools fall short of the standard 1 ot J u lT-
requisite for it. 2, The teacher should arrange for outdoor

Teachers of the adult education centres »ctivite8 th« students, Pupils may go out 
1. 11 l T  i . with their teachers to see a t first hand tha
n T l ' l i l i  - ’- 8  “*her tin, following w orki„e  eJ1OTim, n, „  (arms d , irir;

q ‘ m cn gardens, etc. They may also investigate 1
1) H e  should be a leader and a learaer the relationship of wholesale rnarkot and 

along with his group ; retail store.
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3. The management of the adult school they will take interest in the attempt at
should be as far as possible democratic, educating them. The school should never be
“Democratic administration does not imply dull.
lack of leadership but rather that type of g Thfi thpse 8c}loo]8 gbollld
leadersh.p which calls forth uses and encour- snffic;ently qna]ified. Each of them must
ages the initiative, resourcefulness and enthu- ^  ^  be / J triculate 
siasm ot eveiy member .

. ittu j  t  10. Since adult education is a branch4. When the adults go out of school on , . . . .. ,__ s„
com peting  the course of vocational educatum. ^ ni v T r ^ i t i e s l ’n % nCt, what adult education
they should be cfiven an apprenticeship period ^  . . .. . t • ., - . X  „ - l ;ii it. today requires is the reconstruction of societyduring which they can acquire skill m the ) M , • T . - ■£
craft and also learn the management thereof. «n a sounder and better basis Thw cvid-
This is the more necessary for urban adults -»tly necessitates a very high order of ntel-
who are working in factories and other l«gence and capacity on the part  of the
, , . teachers, and as such they must be adequately
departments. prep ared fm  thpir j()bs

5. We should not stop with making the , . . , , , , ,  ,
adults literate, but see that they remain literate U- th« bp2 i «  »dul,t® . J 0" 1* b *
permanently. F ur  this we should arrange charged no fees. The State should take up 
programmes of literacy campaigns more fre- ^ e i r  own responsibility the work of
quently. Those who have passed through educating them.
the first etage should be given a chance to 12 The ad,llt education work should
revive their knowledge by a fresh training firgt a B a  literacy work and then
and with the help of books as well as m * Rt & ]ater gt in the regular depart-
magazines snd newspapers meant for them. ment [n faoti it  is desirable that adult

6. There should be circulaiing libraries schools should ultimately become centres of
providing books and magazines of diverse vocational education.
interests and different kinds. These should
be made available to all those who desire SUM M ARY.

In fine, we divide the work of adult
7. The adult school should provide oppor- education in two groups :

tunities for social contacts, sports, clubs, etc. , v T ..
These may be helped by associations con- *' Literacy campaign ;
ducted by private bodies who can vohinteer 2) Vocational training,
their services for this cause. ']'he fjr9|; jg jnt ended to liquidate the appalling

8. Adult education centres should provide illiteracy that is reigning over us today ; and
for recreation to the members of the com- the second is, to ensure increased production,
munity. This will a ttract people more and better social life, and conscientious citizens.

I
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