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THE PROSPECT FOR 1948.

Mr. R. K. Balbir, Executive Secretary of the. I. A. E. A., sends us the following

Amidst tragic happendings and surround- in Rewa in December 1047 emphasised the
ing gloom, soon after the attainment of necessity for establisning such an Institute.
independence, the necessity for making The resolution passed by the conference to-
ccunprehensive arrangements for educating the getber with the addresses delivered by the
adult population of this country has grown Honourable Mr. Justice P. N. Supra and
or more reasons than one. Indeed, talking Mr. K. G. Saiyidain inter alia supporting this

adult education is fast becoming a fashion plea are published elsewhere in this Journal.
now. Entering the ninth year of our service to . .i . It 18 heartening to see that the Education tins cause, we plead with our readers to make
it a fashion to work for adult education in 1948. Ministers Conference held this month at the

invitation of the Hon’ble Maulana Abdul 
Often, through these columns, we have Kalam Azad> Minister of Education of the 

urged the need of a Central Institute of Adult Govemm0nt of Jndia fcook note o{ the Rewa 
Education. In our issue for Dec. 1944 we publi- Conference resolution. Afc the inatance of Dr. 
a shed detailed scheme for such an institute. In , „  Ti1n.„ , . Amarnatha Jha, President of the Indianra4o plans to set up such an institute were » , a a- , ,Adult Education Association who was also actually discussed by the Editor and other . ., , , ,, . . . .  ~ , .,, f  . , ,, T i-' invited to attend this Conference, it recom-accredited representatives of the Indian , . , ,, Tt ■ ^
a,i, ia ,. A . . .  . aa a mended to the Union Government the settingAdult Education Association and Government ~ ..
Officials; but these plans had to be shelved for Up ° f * Central Instltute of A(lult EduCatl0n

to train administrative and other personnel, to various reasons. ,, , , . ,encourage the development of the various
However, in view of the recent catastrophe audio-visual aids to education and to guide 

and prevalent though temporary loss of and advise Provincial and other Unit Govern- 
I'espect for human values and in view of the ments in the planning and execution of adult 
mistaken propaganda which arouses passion education schemes, 
and hatred for sane advice and civilized
conduct, the need for organising proper This is an important move in the right 
machinery for the extension of adult edu- direction and if 1948 sees the setting up of 
cation becomes urgent. The Fifth All India the machinery to implement those proposals 
Adult Education Conference convened by the prospect for adult education is oertainh 
t,1e Indian Adult Education Association bright.

Death of Mahatma Gandhi : As this Journal is going through the press 
has come of the death of Mahatma Oandhi. Our March issue will carry

a sPCcial1 note on his contribution to adult education in India Editor.
I



EXCERPTS FROM THE

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
□ F

H o n . M r .  J u s tic e  P„ N .  S A P R U
TO THE

Fifth All India Adult Education Conference
Ladies and Gentlemen,— with it very heavy responsibilities and it is for

I appreciate very much the honour that us to rise to the occasion and to pursue poli- 
you have done me by inviting me to pre- cies which will ensure that the power which 
side over your conference. I cannot claim to our state possesses will be used for the 
be either a thinker on educational problems or promotion of that good life of which the 
an educational administrator. All that I pro- architects of our independence saw the vision, 
pose to do is to place for your consideration a  FAIR DEAL

a few thoughts on the problems of adult edu- We ljye in age which jg constantly revising 
cation as I see them. I am not presumptous jtg vajues -p̂ ie p10blem in all countries is to 
enough to think that I can make any contri- giye to the common man a fair deal. The 
bution of a permanent nature, but perhaps merit of a democratic system of government 
this process of exchanging thoughts has some jg that it helpa the individual by making him a 
merit to recommend it. For one thing, it will participant in the active functions of citizen- 
help us to clarify our own ideas. ship t0 develop his personlity. Within the next

On the 15th of August, 1947, an event of year or two we shall have a constitution which
far-reaching importance to the human race will be based upon adult franchise. The 
took place in this country. For it is on that attainment of that frachise is but a step as I 
day which will ever remain enshrined in our see it towards the goal of a society which 
memories even as the great people of the provides equality of opportunity foi all its 
United States remember their independence members. The hfe of matter and the life of 
day that our ancient land acquired its freedom, the spirit are inter-connected and it strikes 
The exact shape and form which our indepen- me that even for the realisation of this ideal of 
dence has actually taken was not visualised by a perfect democratic order, it is essential for 
1 lie architects of the national movement. To uS to evolve an educational system which will 
admit this is not to minimise the limitless provide facilities for mental training for Ike 
character of the opportunities which a free citizens of this vast land. For without a really 
India devoting herself to work of a nation- educated and disciplined democracy, it will 
building character will hereafter posses. Of neither be possible to improve the standards 
one thing we can now' be certain: it is we arm of life nor the cultural level of our people, 
we alone who are now responsible for the des- For the successful working of democracy in 
i inics of our country. For anything that goes our country, it is obligatory on us to evolve an 
wrong, we cannot hereafter blame any outside educational system which will ensure a high 
agency. Independence h is. therefore brought level of technical and civ ic competence amom;



our citizens. There are men and women problems in the light of those democratic 
whom nature has endowed with capacities of concepts to which we have paid allegiance 
a high order. They get either no chance of so far.
a school education or they leave school early. * * * *
They have perforce to lead frustrated lives PEOPLE’S COLLEGES
and are unable because of a lack of proper . ,  ,. , . , , It follows from what I have said that oneeducation to contribute their best to the nat- . . .  , . .ot the problems for those who are interested 
ion and society of which they are integral . , , _J - m  the question of adult education is that of
parts. Wo have, therefore, to work fora  correlating the work which our universities
sound system of education for our masses and colleges perform with the needs o{ the 
which would enable us to discover people of common {olk who inhabit oue villages and our 
talent, wherever they exist. The problem of towns. The view which has appealed to me and 
adult education is essentially in this sense an which I desire to place before you for conside- 
an ethical one. It is not possiblse for people ration is that the work of advancing knowledge 
to learn their responsibilities aud obligations which is the main function of a university 13
to themselves and to others unless they are separable to some extent from that of presen. 
made to feel that technical competence and ting it jn a form intelligible to the common 
good character have their own rewards. A people. Tq make popular adult education the 
society which neglects education is preparing chie{ function of a university may hinder the 
for a generation of maladjusted individuals utility of it as a place which must be able to 
without any appreciation of the things that advance the bounds of knowledge. I must not 
go to make the world in which they live a be underst00d to say that extension work or 
place of joy and beauty. Important as the extramural teaching is not a proper function 
question of education always was, it has be- of a UI1iversity. What I wish, however, to urge 
come, after the attainment of our freedom, a Gn you is that institutions which are indep- 
burning issue. Without a diffuson of that endent of our universities, colleges and schools 
higher intelligence which is essential for the Can and should play a part in bringing educa- 
right pursuit of worthy ideals, democracy tion to the door of the common man in this co­
will not be able to realise its objective. The untry. People’s Colleges and institutions for 
task before us is in the sphere of edu- adult education working in co-operation with 
cation of a two-fold nature, namely, to the universities but without being integral 
increase the productive capacity and the parts of it, can conceivably possess the advan- 
intellectual stature of our people. Tf we tage of specialisation in the skill of presenting 
content ourselves with anything short of the knowledge in a popular form. Let me emphasise 
highest standard in education we shall not be once again that I do not suggest that it is not 
able to advance in all those directions which the function of a university in a democratic 
make a nation respected by other national community to take steps to bring knowledge 
groups. To deny to any individual a chance within the reach of those who are not its rogu- 
°f education is to deny equality of opportunity. iar scholars. What I am suggesting is that there 
Eduction is the broad highroad for the realisa- is a place also for specialised agencies such 
tion of that democratic society which it is as people’s schools, colleges and institutions 
0U|' objective to establish in this country. 1 which keep as their chief aim the spread in 
would, therefore, suggest to you that it has popular form of the knowledge. Gathered in 
become, with the acquisition of our freedom, and enlarged upon by our universities and 
imperative for ns to view our educational colleges. It is for this purpose that the Indian

;* Hon. Mr. JUSTICE P. N. SAPRU’S ADDRESS



Adult Education Conference exists. Its work, can not combine faith in moral values with 
therefore, is complimentary in this sense to an energising belief in material progress are 

•. that which is being performed by our university not exactly the sort of persons who can pro- 
colleges and schools. It is an agency for provi- vide material for building up for shaping the 
ding facilities for the acquisition by the comm- lives of those come into contact with them. It 
on man of a knowledge of those advances in may be that for .the production of such a class 
the sciences, technological developments, arts, of teachers it will be necessary for us to experi- 
law and music for the promotion of which our ment with a system which makes it incumbent 
universities and colleges and schools exist. No on young men and women who pass through 
apology and no justification are therefore the portals of our training school and 
needed for our existence. The very fact that colleges to spend, before they qualify for 
we hold our sessions as an autonomous organ- a teaching degree or diploma, a portion of 
isation in centres where the All India Educati- their time either in rural surroundings or in 
onal Conference meets is complete evidence the workshops and establishments where they 
of a realisa on our part that for our success can come into contact with the most irnport- 
it is essential there should be complete co-ope- ant factor in production—I mean, the human 
ration between us and the great organisation material which we often designate as “ labour.” 
which has sections working under it for the * * * *
promotion ot oil branches of education. RESPONSIBILITIES OF EDUCATIONISTS

Adult education is yet in its infancy in this 
ROLE OF TEACHERS country. The problems which it has to face

T, . , . are necessarily somewhat different from those
It is obvious that no vast programme of where societie8 and movements for its Spread

adult education is possible without a very con- have existed for a number of years. I 
81 era^ e *ncreaBe in the number of our teachers, have not deemed it, therefore, necessary to re- 
Simultaneously with a drive for a vast increase view the history of adult education or point 
in the number of our teachers, these must also out to you the problems which face countries 
be an effort in improving their quality. The which have made advances in it. That is a 
teachers of today and tomorrow must be pers- task which incidentally I am not capable of 
ons imbued, with ideals of the social functions doing for you. It has been my endeavour to 
of education. It is essential for them to posse- place before you a few thoughts so that by 
bb a knowledge of the theory of education from co-operative effort we may be able to devise 
a democratic pointof view and a firm belief some machinery which would enable us to car. 
in the values which .are sacred to democracy. ry forword the work for which the Indian Ad- 
Personallv I do not believe in a teacher who ult Eucation conference exists. It goes with-
l..»  .... cap.eity to participate in the life of the T *  P 5* *  th“ ‘  n°  « re“ ‘  «*”  ' »
ommunity in .h id ,  he i , teaching. Teacher, T * " *  **■“ « «i i I ■ i j 1 1 furnishes us with a.vast hold in which till menwho lead isolated lives, who are unableto share , ,  , au men

■ . , . and women of good-will can co-operate with­in flm joys and sorrows of the community 1
they are intended to educate, who have no , distinction of race, religion or caste. It is
enthusiasm for social service, who feel them- Jy ^ rk,ng co-operatively and by actually 
-.•Ives divided by social barriers from the class ‘V, g '?  * Spirit of S6‘T ice °»r  common 
* .... .  they a *  intended to henefiT t t  ™  ? ?  ^
i i i  , y in. n the art of democratic living. It strikes me how
^  t  . ,m d. <,X~  Wh°  Can ° ’l!y CVei'’ l a t h i s  work of adult educJSon o’̂

■ m tboir own professional group and who ft should not bo left in the hands of political or

Hon. Mr. JUSTICE P. N. SAPRU’S ADDRESS 4
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sectional organisations. As educationists, you efficient producers and consumers of the goods 
have certain responsibilities and you cannot produced. In ‘the circumstances, which exist 
escape them without being false to the ideals jn this country, the primary need of which is
which animate you. The true hall-mark of an „ • • c, /  a rise in the standard of living of its masses,
educated man is freedom from dogma. Freedom , , . - ,, ,, . , , , , . ° , , the vocational aspect of education needs spec-to think one s own thoughts, freedom to work . , , . T j , .. . ., ,, , ,„ , , ,, , , . , ial emphasis. Indeed, it strike me that byco-operatively for the ends one believes in and . .
freedom to express one’s thoughts, with due glVlng ad,llt educational, where possible, a 
regard for the feelings of others are vital V° Catl0nal turn, we shall be enlisting for our
both for the advance of knowledge philosophic f overaent a wider measure of cooperation

• ,-a , r ,, , . from those whom we wish to benefit. If we canand scientific and for the moral progress of , ,, ,v  , , , . . . h r ,  make by our adult education programmes ourman. You are the torch-bearers of this freedom . . . . , A ^ °.... , , ministerial staffs, our farmers and our workers
and, therefore, eminently qualified to undertake - , . .. , in our factories more efficient than they actu-the work of adult education in a truly democ- ,, . ,, , . , , ,,. . .. T, ... , , . ally are, we shall also have raised the culturalratio spirit. It will take a very long time for , , -
the tree that you have planted to mature of the country as a whole. But apart
That however, need not dishearten you. Mighty g^ lng ^  education, to the extent it
movements in human history have often had “  P°ssble anddurable a vocational turn, a 
small beginnigs. There is room for optimism, Problem willch we sha11 have to grapple with 
provided we retain faiths in our ideals. 18 that of helPm8 thc lower income groups to

* * * utilise their leisure in a manner which increa­
ses their mental efficiency and physical stami- 

ALL--INDIA INSTITUTE na. It, therefore, strikes me that in order that
The purpose of all education is to satisfy our Plans of adult adult education may be 

the hunger of men for perfection. “ There is no furthered it is desirable for us to work for the 
motive in life” ,says Professor Hadfield, “ so establishment of an All-India Institute of 
persistent as this hunger for fulfilment, whe- Adult Education to which provincial institutes 
ther for the needs of our body or for the deepest simultaneously should affiliated. An All-India 
satisfaction of our souls.”  It is this striving, Institute will be useful both for purposes of 
this inarticulate yearning for the perfect life research in the ideals and methods of adult 
hat distinguishes man from the animal king. Education and for the training of the personnel 

doin'. For the satisfaction of this spiritual rest- needed for making it a success. It wilfsupply a 
lessness which exhibits itself in man’s miest • i . . . J<irp "  s quest centre which can act as inspiration to all those

ru i , man needs not only the sustaining who are interested in the task of expanding the 
hi uence of faith which religion, poetry, art, activities of organisations & institutions which 
1 iisic ant literature can supply him with but are at the moment engaged in an uncoordinated 

• iso and not less importantly scientific & tech- manner in this work of the highest benefit to
fu nr' Wledg<T f* 18 ° bvi0US thatour the nation. I would, therefore, suggest, with all 

ie programme of adult education will have the earnestness that I possess, that we should 
o ne trumed with reference to man’s needs, give serious thought to the proposal which 

both spiritual and material. It is thus clear I have in all humility, ventured to put before 
at those who are Planni"g programmes for you for your consideration. A State’s greatest 

an extension of adult education canndt ignore asset is the human material which gives to it 
le problem of giving it a vocational its allegience I take it that’ it is our aim to 

“ rn; thi'ro ie> in my 0P'n*0n, no antithesis bet- strive for the establishment of conditions which 
< n vocational and non-vocational education would make it possible for our men and women
° d ‘-itizon ship requires a society of both to grow to full height of their stature It goes



without saying that the greatest single agency generations that we must look for the leader- 
for the promotion of such basic reforms in our ship our Homes. Modern psychology teaches 
society as will make it a fit instrument for dis- us that unhealthy infuences in early life 
charging its responsibilies in an ethical manner tend to develop unbalanced individuals. We 
in a competitive world, is education. It is no know what vital part a mother plays in the 
exaggeration to say that though our greatest brining up of a child. Effort spent on an 
problem today is the liquidation of illiteracy, improvement of facilities for the education of 
the levelling up process in our community will adult women will, even from the narrow 
remain an idle dream unless the lower income point of view of utility, prove productive. It 
groups in our society are enabled by a provisi- would be a great mistake on our part to make 
on of adequate educational facilities to throw aiW differentiation in the rate of progress of 
up men and women capable of undertaking adult education between men and women, 
tasks of responsibility in our governmental, in- Fortunately, the women’s movement is get- 
dustrial, agricultural, cultural, technological ting stronger in this country. I have no 
and scientific organisations. An All-India Ins- doubt that in the planning of our adult educa- 
titute, such as I visualise, will not only help to tion programmes they will exert their maxi- 
coordinate the various adult education activi- mum pressure to ensure that their sex recei- 
ties in the country but will also supply ves e(lual treatment with men.' It may be 
ideals for future work. said that the problem of spreading education

among adult women is more difficult because 
“ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR WOMEN" of the pauoity of p08sibls> woraen teacher, aud

I have pointed out that the work of prese- social workers. I do not deny that this liaudi- 
nting knowledge is, to some extent, separable cap to some extent exists. It must, however, 
from that of acquiring it. A criticism frequent- be remembered that under the inspiration of 
ly levelled against our universities is that the national-cum-democratic movement, the 
perhaps due to circumstances over which they influences that made for seclusion of women 
had no control they never came into intimate are fast disappearing. In almost all localities 
contact with the India of the toiling millions, in this country, we have today women of 
It goes without saying that, in my view, it is light and culture who consider social service 
essential for them without changing their cha- a sacred duty. Their co-operation is essen- 
racter as institutions for the imparting of ins- tial for the fruition of our programme. A 
truction in higher education and the promo- suggestion that I would, in this connection 
tion, of research in all branches of knowledge, make is that the All-India Jnsititute which I 
to develop greater contacts, by an extension of have in view should have a special depart- 
thoir extra-mural activities, with those sections ment for the training of women teachers, 
of our population who have either never passed particularly in methods of imparting instruc- 
through their portals or who have had their edu- tion to adult women in those subjects and 
cation interrupted. In such an effort special at- vocations for which their sex has a special 
trillion will have to be paid to the problem of aptitude. I have such professions as nursing 
increasing facilities for imparting useful know- an<̂  midwifery particularly in mind, 
ledge in our provincial languages to our women. * * * * *
In a country which has inherited social evils
which thwart life’s purpose, the importance HOPES FOR THE FUTURE
of the home as a place which gives a perma- I must bring these desultory remarks to 
m nf bias to the life style of an individual is a close. The vision that is before us is that 
apparent. If we want to make equality of a free and disciplined society cooperating 
npptutunity synonv mous with identity of in the tuple of the glorious unfolding of life’s 
opportunity it is to the mothers of our future purpose to those whos* existence today is

Hon. Mr. JUSTICE P. N. SAPRU’S ADDRESS 6



K. G. SAIYIDAIN’ S ADDRESS
To The

Fifth All India Adult Education Conference

I feel greatly honoured by the invitation energies— and our talk—-must be directed to
to address this fifth session of the All India meeting this challenge. What has happened
Adult Education Conference although it is a during the last few months— both the good
matter of deep regret to me— as it must be to and the evil - has put an entirely new comp-
all of you—that the Hon’ble Mr. B. G. Kher,- lexion on the problem of Adult Education
whose interest in Adult Education is well and all of us who are interested in the future
known, was unable to be present on this well-being of our country, must try to under-
occasion. stand the urgent new issues which have

SERIOUS SITUATION crystallised out before teachers and educa-
T Hr, i . , , tionists. In the recent past we have all beenl do not, however, propose to take up . . , 1

vm,r tirna i-u . conscious, ill a general way, of the importanceyoui time with these preliminary courtesies. , . , „ ,  ..m  1 • of Adult Education, we did realize that it
we are up against a desperately serious • .. . , , ,
aihiatinn u  + , ,, x- i was impossible to build a free and progressivesituation in the country and all our time and .  ̂ 6
----------------------------------------------- --------------------- state or to improve the economic and social
ontd. ft o)7i page 0 conditions of the people without launching a

often a tragic futility. For the accomplish- nation-wide programme of educating the adults 
ment of the task that we have set before us, and we all chafed and fretted at the failure 
we need to cultivate artistic and spiritual of Government—as well as non-official agen- 
values, faith and moral aspiration. Cooperat- ^03 .
ive effort in the sphere of adult education will ~
M P  « »  to achieve the twin goal, of freedom “ “ “ f  T " " ”  • T 4 * " « • ,  llara h‘ Pe“ d '  
and responsibility. Tho.e who are working “  ' the abruptness affd the
m the cause of adult education, can neither m'lg force of an earthquake or a volcanic 
be defenders and apologists of existing social eruptl0n * which have 8iven a wholly diffe- 
evils, nor doctrainaire idealists pursuing goals rent oiaentat*on to our tas -̂ And that, if I may 
incapable of realisation in any foreseeable Say S° ’ 19 not merely a superficial metaphor 
future. Their work is to place at the disposal ' )ut *s meant to bring out the true nature and 
"f their less fortunately situated fellow men §enes*8 ° f these changes. To the unwary and 
and women the experience and wisdom that ldle unintelligent, a volcanic eruption or an 

u process of education brings. Their work earthquake is an inexplicable and unexpected 
‘ arrest the stunted growths of individuals freak of nature for which they are never pro- 

fell ' PT 6ntialitie3 ° f infinite g00d t0 their Pared- In blissful ignorance, they continue 
hum it ' T '  faftb in the goodness of to carry on their activities by the side of a
* h e .lthv ' 7  capacity to respond to deceptively peaceful volcano, taking it,
a l d , t r r ,rT 7  , " “ n " SSet ° '  inM,im' ' “ ‘ ling ~ f f .e e  at its face value and ignoring

...... .* •
'"d ia  from which illiteracy, supectition, ’2  ’ ’ “ " “ T

P<n'«ri,v ami lack of knowledge ate batmln-d f !  , T - t ' .  , f  "  ul'W“ rd'
forever would be generated in the howelH

of the earth; the rocks and stones and metals,

s

7



hidden beneath, will becbme molten lava, Time awaits no one’s pleasure or convenience 
water will turn into hissing steam, the resis- —we must adopt bold and quick and radical 
tence of the crust will be weakened and, as policies to create the proper intellectual and 
soon as a physically favourable balance of emotional atmosphere and cultivate the right 
forces is established, smoke and lava and social and moral responses. Education is, no 
burning stones will be hurled out, destroying, doubt, a powerful telic force for reshaping the 
with implacable efficiency, men, women, child- ideas of people but, if we rely only on the 
ren and all the products and landmarks of normal processes of formal education impar. 
their gracious culture. And the fools will ted to children and young men and women 
complain there had been no previous notice in schools and colleges and if this education is 
of the catastrophe - as if natural catastrophes really effective and well directed it will take 
were Assembly questions requiring a polite a very long time, at least one whole genei- 
and well regulated previous notice! ation, before any appreciable results can be

NEED FOR A RADICAL POLICY. achieved.
This is what has happened in India in ADULT EDUCATION A MATTER OF LIFE

recent months. We have, in the first place, AND DEATH-
achieved our freedom but it is not the result What are we then to do? Obviously this
of anything special or spectacular done by us, ofiers a glorious opportunity to Adult Edu-
say, during the current year, but is the cation— conceived in its broadcest and most
culmination of a long political struggle waged generous sense— to contribute to the forro-
for over GO years, and which had gained special at;on nf national ideology and character.
momentum since the first world war. M o m e n t  gpeaking personally, I confess that, while I
tous happenings in the international field did haye alwayg had a fairly dear idea of the sig-
undoubtedly accelerate and facilitate the pro- nificance q{ Adult Education in national life;
cess—rather like softening the outer crust of a . . , .___ _ „  ?, _  , ,. , r its urgency and the poignant immediacy ofvolcano. But, essentially, we have our free- b , 1 , . •. , , , , i . ,, , , its need had never come home to me withdom, not suddenly and nne.pe. edly, b u t« .  ^  ^  jt conw d„ iDg the , „ t

“  " f tte  ^  T  i month,. While formerly it appeared to be
man force, workmg over a long per.od of , ml „ „d  one knew
time. This freedom, however finds us unpre- , , , , , u nm,’ that we could not make much headway in any
pared, morally and mentally, to shoulder the dh,ection wi(hout raising considerably the
great new responsibilities which it has brou- ^  inteUeotual ]eve] of the ‘masses’
ght in its train. We did gain a great deal of __.f J may u(je that word respectfully and in
pohtical education through our political acti- gense to day l {eel) and j hope it is
vities but it was primarily a training in , , .f J , ,, your feelmg too, that it is a matter of life andthe technique of fighting - even though the •• 7 °  ’ .
figlit was mainly non-violent. But this trans- death and that it can e ignoiet oi postpom <
fer 'if jiower to the Indian people, this onlY grave peiil. If we aie to build a
eliallcnge to construct what is good and workable democratic order, in which the will
socially desirable instead of merely criticizing °f the majority is to prevail, is it not necessary
what was bad and reactionary and repressive, t°  ensure that that will is intelligent, en-
this exacting chance to build a new social lightened and inspired by benevolent, rather
order based on democracy and social justice— than malevolent, motives and purposes? An
all this brings up new needs and problems uneducated democracy, swayed by random
ami calls for new qualities and attitudes. If gusts of fanaticism and prejudice and inviting-
ibis grout and ancient country which is. at ly responsive to the machinations of self
the same time, a slate newly born into free- seeking demogogues, can be an even greater
dom, is to survive -remember that inexorable menace to peace, security and happiness than
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any other from of Government. To say so is types are always incorifnct and its ultimate
not to decry democracy but to guard it fate depends largely on which of them is 
against the possible corruption of its moral able to triumph and gain the confidence and 
and intellectual content. suPPort of the people’

MEANING OF ADULT EDUCATION
EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY , . f _One of the primary objects of social and

The primary concern of the educationists civic education should be to strengthen the 
of democracy should be to strengthen its critical sense of the people so that they might 
intellectual and moral defences against two distinguish between self seekers and true social 
seiious dangers - the uncritical and credulous servants, between incitement to fanaticism, 
acceptance of propaganda as truth and the which finds an easy access to our lower nature, 
>roakdown of the sense of social solidarity and appeals-to decency and truth which 

w lioh h suits in a selfish clash of interests and challenge our higher nature and put it on its 
the generation of suicidal conflicts between mettle. This has become one of the major 
different communal, sectarian and geographi- problems of Adult Education to-day because 
cal groups. Let me explain this in more the new and powerful media of mass com- 
concrete terms. In our country, the advent munication threaten to swamp all indepen- 
° f political freedom and democratic institu- denee of thought and judgement and make it 
tions has greatly increased the ex-officio possible for strong and influential vested 
importance of the masses. In order to gain interests to produce set patterns of thought 
political influence and power, ambitious and conduct in hundreds of millions of human 
persons-as well as good ones - have to seek beings' In fact, every new skill and device 
their votes. Now, there are two ways in that education and science place at our dis- 
which we can win the support and the follow p0saI is attended with its own specific dangers, 
ing of the people— either through patient, Adult Education aims at teaching people to 
ilevoted and unostentatious service which read i e’ to translate Certaln written symbols 
seeks to raise their material and cultural into sounds and their meanings But as soon
standards,- or through the exploitation of their " S f  ^  ^  ^  h°
ignorance and the prejudices which are often df? h' T  by newspapers and
associated with it. The first is a difficult and per,odlcals many nf wb,ch are concerned less 
uphill path which is chosen only by persons Wlth th<3 prop* f t,on of trutli and good fellow- 
of high moral calibre, those who are anxious ShiP than witp purveying batred and ,m 
t° give and not to grab. The latter isrihe t ™ ? ' ,  He gaina an ,entlT into the world of 
oasv -m i a 1 ii .i , books but not necessarily into the kingdom of•I and downhill path where one can count ■ , , . , , ® ,on n, j . . .  the mind and may spend a good deal of his
l m t w t S-ng hl P ° f ^  d° ™ d leisure—as a large majority of literate. . J k
naturally to the an b v  ie p<db hat appeals reading persons actually do— in reading 
type n f ' i  )i ions anc ie aggressive artistically and intellectually third-rate staff'.
and thinr.°rf. appropriate persons Science has given ns the Radio, Hie film and
C l  '  th“ "  *o d e ™ te the talkies which, between them, ate penring
fence be ween Z T * .  j o  T ' " , 1  »«<litor.v an,I visnal
reg, r,| . .  that, while the former in.pressions on millions of person, all m e,

1“ ° ple “  “ *  m themselv“ - the world on an unprecedented scale, speeches
guided ,Y ,,™ hed ,or IW r 0“ -" takes and songs, stories, dramas, comics, informational 
- '.00,1 1 0 '.',; lfrecti0"  ,nd °are towards the features come crowding on u , all the time, 
mere ,,,' ' h t*er 'ooks ,,p01’ «• * »  *• Y «  >>«» — II »  the percentage of items
polities? eT l° ,,ed s" '"  which can really deepen , v,„p„,hv  and
b , n„ ,  7 '  . " " d ," ,lnenM ,or uuilcrstanding, or exalt o»r emotion, 01 im-

m stives, Now in a democracy, these two prove our artistic tastes and standards ! M „st
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of them are out merely to amuse people at If we wish to produce quick results—and surely 
their lowest level so as to make quick and, we have no time to waste and no occasion for 
to my mind , tainted money for the producers, leisurely complacency—Government must 
and, against this formidable array of forces, adopt a bold and far reaching policy to deal 
we have nothing at our disposal .but the neg- with this situation and mobilize and encourage 
lected. half-starved, ill-appreciated agency of the best talent in the country for retrieving 
Education—a David pitted against so many the films, the radio, the theatre and the press 
seeming Goliaths? Yet there is no reason from the dull inanity or worse that eharate- 
why education, broadly conceived and gene- rjzes them at present and infuse a new sense 
rously planned, should not be able to train 0f mission and a new life - giving quality in 
people to think for themselves, to sift them. I refuse to belive that Indians lack 
truth from falsehood, to withstand the presure the necessary talent or the desire for service, 
of propaganda, whether commercial or poli- What is necessary is to relax the stranglehold 
tical, and to realise that the integrity of of narrow, vested commercial interests on 
human relationships is too sacred and too them and visualize them primarily as agencies 
important to be broken at the behest of any of mass education, and not as money mak- 
inischief— monger, however powerful. This ing devices for profiteers without a social 
cun be done through our schools and our conscience.
adult centres—only we have'not even started THE RECENT TRAGEDY
thinking about it seriously! There is no I have so far dealt with only one aspect of
reason, again, why with a well meaning and the great change which has come upon us in 
progressive National Government at the reeent months-the attainment of freedom- and 
helm of affairs, these dread Goliaths should some of its implications for Adult Education, 
not be made to do the work of David, why ]f that were all, the picture would.be one only 
(in other words) the schools, the Radio, the of optimism and hope; a great and ancient I 
Cinema, the Theatre and the Press should people coming into their own after a hundred 
not be regarded as integral parts of a single years of political struggle with the future ly-
educational and cultural pattern, all aiming ing’nvitingly open before them, to mould near-
(from their special standpoints) to enrich the er f0 their heart’s desire. But that is not all.
life of the people and improve their artistic. This dawn of freedom has been marred by a
intellectual, social and moral standards. Fnis tragic orgy of murder and loot and destruction,
does not call for regimentation or denial of by disgraceful acts of inhumanity in which
freedom or the assumption of totalitarian members of all communities have joined to
powers but it does call for vision and imagi- lbeir cternai 8hame. It is the duty of all
nation and a lively awareness of the issues honeat patriots and all intelligent educationists
involved and their dynamic inter— connection ^  onder over the causes which have brought
with one another. Unless we appreciate the ^  a,ftrming sfcate of affairs and to
nn.le, lying unity of objectives that should ins- ^  aUthejr . and resources to
pire them all and understand how they react that tllis wnve 0f madness is not
,.nilic minds and emotions, we shall continue , . , r ., con nit minus an allowed to jeopardize the precious lrmts of our
to watoh helplessly the foolish and wasteful * 1 1. 1 , . , , . freedom. Now, if we try to analyse the situa-process of the go id done by one agency being
undone by others! We cannot provide any tion critically and dispassionately we shall 
effective education for millions of our people dud that, just as Freedom did not descend 
oi luing about any great and abiding changes upon us unexpectedly one fine ntoring, like 
m t heir intellectual and emotional attitudes Manna from Heaven, neither was this communal 
mdeis all the influences pouring in upon them frenzy a sudden erruption. It is the result of 
ure intelligently .harmonized and cordiuinted. u long series of contributory causes. For many
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years, the Press, the platform, the political react properly'to suffering and sorrow inflicted 
wranglers, the upholders of the self above the on their fellow men and women. They are, 
community and of the class and the commu- on the other hand, apt to turn violent at any 
nity above the nation, were allowed to play provocation even in peace time. This is no 
havoc with the happiness of the people and doubt a world problem, as complacent war 
to embitter the relations amongst the various mongers are now realzing to their cost, but
classes and communities living in the country, it is also a difficult problem for us in India.
I am not concerned here with purely political In planning our Adult Education,, we must pay- 
issues or the assessment of responsibility for special attention to two large and new groups- 
the crimes that have been Qommitted. Tom e, refugees who have gone through fnghtfu 
as an educationist, the significant fact is that sufferings and have become soured and 
they have been committed and they have embittered, in consequence and ex-soldiers who 
produced a pathological situation which has have lost respect for life and its more tender 
left a scar on the spirit of millions of ou,r fellow values. Any programme, which ignores these 
men and women. They have lost their true large elements of the population and fails 
perspective and relaxed their grip on those to provide specially for their re-education 
values of peace, charity and humanity on and the healing of their psychological wounds, 
which India - including her citizens of all will remain defective and incomplete.
friths - have prided themselves .nd  «s »  URGENT TASK OF RE-EDUCATION 
result ol this moral tragedy, the entire future
of the country has been endangered. The most urgent task of Adult Education

today, therefore, is not teaching people to 
THE LAST WAR read and write or to add to their knowledge

Another factor which has aggravated the or even to improve their general efficiency- 
situation and which must be duly considered important as all those objectives are - but 
by our educationists as well as statemen is to concentrate on their social and moral re-tdn- 
the repercussion of History’s most bloody and cation, to rekindle that reverence for life which 
inhuman war on the people of the world, inclu- all great religions have taught and to reassert 
ding our own. We cannot possibly dodge the the primary of those moral and spiritual 
nemesis of our misdeeds and, sooner or later, values which ultimately give meaning to life, 
our sins must come home to wost. A world that It would be dangerous to under-rate the 
allows itself to drift into such a war,that utilizes impact of the recent happenings on the mind 
the greatest ingenuity of the human mind to of the millions of refugees and others who 
devise new forms of death and instil the belief have suffered and inflicted sufferings on their 
that mass homicide is the highest manifestation fellow men. In the vicious cycle of communal 
of patriotism and national service, that exalts excesses, revenge and counter-revenge that 
violence into a creed and justifies the Atom has been set up on both sides of the border, 
Bomb . a world guilty of all these follies and only a small minority has been able to retain 
crimes does not recover .normalcy as soon as its balance, s mity and sense of fairness. I have 
the actual fighting is over. The millions of been shocked and horrified to see how the 
people who have taken part in war directly or bitter experience of pain and suffering and 
indirectly, who have experienced and perpet- sometimes only their reports - exaggerated 
rated bombing and inflicted tortures on human and otherwise - which newspapers have not 
beings as a normal part of their duty are natu- hesitated to play up, have changed normally 
rally apt to value life their own and others’ decent and kindly pers ins into unreasonable 
rather lightly. After all that they have gone fanatics and obsessed mononaniacs. There 
through, we cannot very well expect them to must be tens of thousands who have parti- 
show due respect for civil law and order or to cipated actively in the mad orgy of murder
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and destruction - that is bad enough but it of sympathy or understanding or social 
can be put down, if necessary, by ruthless conscience. We must, therefore, learn to 
force- for no civilized state can suffer its anti- approach the problem from an entirely 
social elements to disrupt peace and order different and revolutionary angle and say to 
indefinitely. But what is infinitely more ourselves. We have to contribute to the 
dangerous is the fact that millions of persons, development of their appreciation, their 
of different communities, have been content critical faculties and their social sense that 
to acquiesce in the inhuman excesses commi- they may distinguish between the superior 
tied by their own members while condemning and the inferior in the realm of art, the true 
them, with a great show of righteous indig- and false in the realnl of knowledge and the 
nation, in others: It is this insidious seeping good and bad in the realm of conduct. We
of poison into the heart and the mind which cann0t expect them to play their part wor- 
offers the biggest problem for Adult Edu- ^ ily  in building a cultured, socially just and 
cation. No nation .can survive foi long, pr0sper0us democratic order unless their life 
either physically or morally, if its conscience, ,g cohfliderabl improved in all these direc­
ts  sense of right and wrong, its ̂ capacity tor . .• , w  tions. These are ambitious objectives noimpartial judgement become atrophied. We x ,
have therefore, to rebuild the shattered doubt but to call them ‘ambitious is not to
moral fabric through an intensive campaign condemn them as impracticable but to accept
of Adult Education and offer our whole- the need for adopting equally ‘ambitious’ 
hearted support to all those forces and persons methods and techniques for their realization, 
and groups who are fighting for peace, sanity And they are no more ambitious than things 
and justice in social and political life. that have been achieved in many countries

in the world where enrichment of the life of 
ROLE OF ADULT EDUCATION IN RENAI- ^  maggeg hag been accepted as thefir8t charge

SSANCE OF NATIONAL LIFE. Qn national conscience and national resources.
The above considerations show that if What is, however, important for us to 

Adult Education was important in 1946, it remember is that this raising of the 
is literally matter of life and death in 1947. material and cultural level, this admittance 
But it is Adult Education interpreted in thq̂  into the domain of The ‘good life’ is not
broader, more comprehensive sense which possible through the drab, dreary and often
includes political and civic as well as moral literally dark “ adult centres”  in which tired, 
education. When we think of the tremendous j]| qualified and ill paid (or unpaid) workers 
problems created by the war and its after- labour to teach the mysteries of the alphabet 
math, by our political freedom and by the t0 reluctant adults brought there under 
division of the country, how pitifully duress! No, if the adult education movement 
inadequate seems to be the kind of Adult ;s to p[ay ts part in the renaissance of 
education that we have been planning and national )jfej these centres must become 
providing in our centres. What will it avail dynamic social centres, focussing the actual 
our people even if all of them are able to and potential cultural resources of the local 
read and write and manipulate the four community, making the members actively 
simple rules skilfully1? ft will only provide interested in their own improvement and 
-II much more gullible, and credulous material providing aii environment and an atmosphere 
ti.r 1 he demagogues of the press and the plat. n which th^t interest can be joyfully trans- 
tnrm! There will lie no necessary elevation lated into cooperative and growing aotivity- 
of standard,s or improvement of taste or Docs that snund like asking for the moon? 
enrichment of life: there will be no deepening No, it. is merely a statement of what is not
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merely desirable but also possible in all places and their appreciation deepened but it may 
where a few sincere, socially minded workers even be possible to save them from falling 
are available and where they have the benefit helpless victims to the purveyors of inferior, 
of intelligent guidance, inspired by imagina- commercialized art and music. We can also 
tion. Can you think of any community of utilize at this stage, partly to win and 
persons, however ignorant and oppressed by retain their interest and partly to broaden 
burden of making a living, which will reject their mental horizon, the various visual an • 
persistently all attempts made to bring a auditory aids which science has placed at our 
little light and joy and good fellowship into disposal—pictures, charts, diagrams, films, 
their life? Would they not welcome the radio, etc.—to which I have already made a 
chance to sit and smoke together in the reference. I am convinced that, if they are 
evenings, to sing songs, to stage little plavs ab mobilized in a rational and coordinated 
and to hear stories, tolk tales, bhajans and manner, they can exercise a most powerful 
religious poetry? Why not then make a formative influence on the mind of the public, 
start in that way and provide, to begin with, Great is the influence of the printed and the 
just a pleasant meeting ground for villagers spoken word which the press and the Radio 
where they can gradually learn to contribute catl broadcast to the literate as well as the 
to their own amusement and relaxation? illiterate but even deeper is the impression 
This would provide an excellent starting etched on the mind by films and film strips 
point for the formation of “ discussion groups”  etc - wich appeal simultaneously to the eye, 
and arranging what may7 eventually become the ear and the imagination. Thus if adult 
‘courses’ of talks and lectures on subjects Education is broadened to mean social edu- 
of general interest and usefulness to the cation, the education of the whole personality 
members. If the educational worker in ]n ab if 3 manifold ramifications—as is the 
charge of the centre has the gift of leadership accepted connotation in all progressive count.

I and some understanding of adult psychology rles d  can make a vital contribution to the 
he may be able, gradually, to make it into a salvation of this country and its bewildered 
a living forum for the expression and exchange people. But it is obviously a responsibility 
of ideas, for reading and discussing news- which neither the Education Department nor 
papers critically, for broadening their interest the Government machinery as a whole can 
in current affairs. While the start may be takc on by itself; it needs the closest and 
modest in scope and the centre of interest most cordial cooperation of all agencies 
may be immediate local problems, it is bound official and non-official, and of all individuals 
to flow over into affairs concerned with the °f good will and social'sense who are interes- 
district, the province, the country and even ted in the welfare of India. There is so much 
the whole world, thus becoming a school work to be done and it is of such varied kinds 
for citizenship. And not merely theoretical that there is scope for everyone who cares 
citizenship either. By undertaking common to join the cavalcade of service, students, 
projects for common welfare, they will learn teachers, men of leisure, political workers.

■ the lesson of cooperation and social give-and- writers, labourers, craftsmen, professional 
take ihrough practical experience and thus men, everybody. But they or rather the best 
receive training in the qualities needed for of them will join if there' is inspired guidance

e SUceessful functioning of democracy, anc direction at the top which will make them
y <)l,lck<ming their interest in folk art and feel that they are participating in a great 

music and other forms of creative self expre- national crusade. It is only on a \va\ 
88:OU’ not on|y wiU theil' lives be enriched of genuine enthusiasm and idealism that svvnt
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causes can be achievod; an apologetic, petty of meticulous grammai will go dow n in 
minded approach is not conducive to success ^story like the Sermon 011 the Mount both bc‘
m a big way. A great deal will, therefore, cause of their high moral grandeur and uncom-
depend on how the great leaders .of our promising integrity and because in spite of 
national life tackle this problem and I can of their high moral level, they s low a pro- 
only hope and pray that they will be gifted found grasp of psychology in applying grea 
with vision and imagination. ethical principles to practical everyday

matters. From the educational point

MAHATMA GAMDHI THE GREATEST “ t h f 'Z i f o k l
ADULT EDUCATIONIST. last tew mon &

achievements of his entire life, unique as it
IN CONCLUSION, I should like to offer, has been in its fulfilment. For lie has had 

on behalf of this conference and of myself the insight to see not only the 3ê m ln * 
our sincerest tribute of admiration and affec- other’s eye (which any half-blin oo can c o .)
lion.to the greatest worker in the cause of but the mote in his own (which only the ,rue
Adult Education in this country and, for that seer with vision can do ) an ie las vC]v 
matter in the world today, Mahatma Gandhi. a whole nation of hundreds oi millions oi 
With a magnificent courage and singleness human beings from sliding back into a moral 
of purpose, undaunted by the storm of fana- death trap. I cannot desciibe his position 
iicism and hatred which whirls around him better than in the haunting and picturesque 
furiously, his voice has been calling the words of the great poet, Iqbal, 
straying multitude back to the path of honour “ Fast and furious blows the storm
and rectitude ami love. \\ here men of lesser But calmly lights his lamp
calibre have been swept away by mass The man of God, whom He has given
hysteria, he has stood firm and courted abuse The qualities and attributes of a King !”
and unpopularity and misunderstanding by
speaking the truth, when it was easy to win Adult Education workers can do nothing
applause by swimming with the popular better or more useful than strong! honing
current of violence and hate. Gandhiji’s Gandliiji’s hands in this gieat ci i shi  on

i i i  the successful issue of which depends ourrecent post-prayer talks, couched in language Tne sucoessiui
which disdains the aid of rhetoric—and even moral survival as a. nation.

Report c f the A du lt Education Conference.
In conjuction with the X X III All India Among the massages read to the Confer-

Edueation Conference the fifth All India ence were those from Shn B. G. Klier, Prime 
Adult Education Conference was .held in Minister, Bombay, Rajkuman Amrit Kaur, 
I.Vwt on file 2!)t b, :tnih_ and .‘list December, Shri T. Avinasbillangham Chettiar, Shri D.P. 
11>47 under the presidentship of the Hon’ble Mishra, Sir John Sargent and others.
All .Justice P. N. Sapru of the Allahabad Those present at the Conference included
High Court. The President of the Association delegates appointed by the Government of 
Dr. .\marnntha .Ilia opem-d the Conference India and many other Governments in the 
and at ihc proposal of Shri Cliandrashokha- Provinces and States; among them were K.G. 
riy:di, Minister lor Education of Mysore State, Saiyidain, Educational Adviser to the 
tin lion M‘ - Mr. Justice p \\ Sapru assumed Government of Bombay; B. S. KESAVAN, 
• I*" CJiiiir, mid delivered hi- Presidential Curator, Bureau of Edunation. Governniept 
Address in ■ crowded house oi India; Director of Public Instruction,
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Orissa; Kasturiraj Chotty, Director of Public talking points on adult education and indicat- 
Instruction, Mysore; Mr. Tomar, Deputy ing the nature and scope of some of the pro- 
Director of Public Instruction, C. P-; Mr, blems of adult education, which were discus- 
A- KAZMI, Dy. D. P. I., U. P.; Shri K. N. sed at the Conference.
THAKUR, Mass Literacy Officer, Assam;
Mr. KAPADIA of the Bombay City Adult • A special feature of the Adult Education 
Education Committee, Bombay; T. Krishna- Conference was the showing of Educational 
murthy and other officials of the Mysore films such as “ World of Plenty” in Hindi. This 
State Adult Education Council; Dr. K.N. Kiwi, was in augurated by Mr. R. M. DESHMUKH, 
Director of Education, Jodhpur ; Dr. JIVA- , Prime Minister of Rewa State. The show 
NAYAKAM, Travancore University and others " was preceded by a paper on the
from Jaipur, Indore, Gwalior etc. subject of “ VISUAL AIDS in FOREIGN

LANDS.”  Other films like “ Valley of tVie 
On this occasion, the Association issued a Tennessee” and “ School in the Mail Box” 

brochure to all the delegates containing were alfeo shown, 
practical suggestions for adult education
workers and guiding points for starting adult The resolutions unanimously passed by the 
education activities, citizen centres in villages Conference are are given elsewhere in this 
and towns, besides two useful charts giving journal.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED BY THE

F ifth  A ll  India A d u lt  E du catio n  C o n fe re n c e
REWA 29th to 31st Dec. 1847.

Now that power h$s passed into the hands 1. Adult Education is larger than literacy
of the people on whom must devolve within and literacy should not be regarded as
the next few months the responsbility for the best or the inevitable starting
making grave decisions, this Conference point of Adult Education in the
urges the view that the need for adult Educa- prevailing circumstances of the
lion in all aspects of its programme was never country.
greater in our land than it is today. « ,« , ,, „  ,■ •’ z - Adult Education must aim at enabling

At present the people are confronted 1*K common mun to live a richer life
with new problems and difficulties and new *n ,lsPect,s social, economic.

. cultural and moral. For this mirruwsocial and moral urgencies. It is necessary . , . 11 rf 81
D - , . , adult education must definitely envis-cnercforc to re-mterpret the function and ,, . , , n, . , 1 a£° al* Adult Centres, as zonal centres
develop further, through bold experimenta- interested primarily in providin'-
tion, the technique of Adult Education as social, recreational and cultural fa.--ili; ies
the only means of equipping the Indian for the people and must endeavour
t>ouple to play their part worthily in the to develop their powers of initiative
evolution of a progressive, peaceful and just judgement and integrity as citzens
'•''mocraticm-dcr. The Conference recomm- 3. While a great deal of emphasis will 

to all agencies, engaged or interested in naturally he placed on t he education
Adult, Education, to pay due regard to the of the illire.-,f„ \ . , T, ,
foliowjng points while formulating their poll- confine i:,

C1°B 1Uul Programmes: should he extended to cover various
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forms of “ further”  or “continuation”  have the responsibilitiy for directing the' 
education in particular through work of adult education in the Province or 
lectures, seminars, discussion groups, State.
art, craft and music clubs, Peoples A Special Sub-Committee should be entrus-
Colleges and other agencies which need ted_wd,ji the task of commisioning,
to be developed in Tndia in the light cataloguing and distributing suitable edu- 
of her special needs. cational films and other visual aids material,

4. In order to expedite the process of This Committee would undertake to secure 
Adult Education and to reinforce the tpg production of specially selected films 
appeal of the printed and the spoken suitable for their areas, and work in conti- 
word, it is essential to make the fullest nuoug and close collaboration witn the agency 
use as far as is practicable of the modern Commisioned to produce films etc. 
media of mass communication like the
Radio, the Cinema, the Press, the Another Special Sub-Committee should be
Theatre, folk-lore of art etc. charged with the responsibility of taking

effective steps to take full advantage of recor-
In order to attempt adequately the pro- ded programmes made available through the

gramme envisaged above thh problem of Radio or the Gramophones. The technique
selecting and training effective personnel for f°r using such reooided programmes as a
administration, supervision and field work basic for discussion in rural communities
should be recognised as an urgent problem. should receive immediate attention.

__________
This need can best be met by the setting up j j
of a Central Institute of Adult Education for With the attainment of political freedom 
the-Indian Dominion. Such a body should in Indiaj the the passing 0f the “ Gaon
be able to guide and assist the Provincial and Hakumat Bill” in many Provinces and the 
State Governments, local authorities and contemplated 8ystem of adult suffrage, the 
voluntary agencies in providing training faci- quesfcion of Adldfc Education for more than 
Jities for their respective areas. 300 million villagers living in the millions

This Institute can render unique service °f villages of India has assumed a new 
by providing basic material for the entire importance and it is necessary to make every 
country which regional and provincial "workers man and woman conscious of its urgent 
can use as a model and can draw upon in significance, and resolve to take active part 
meeting special needs of their own constitu- in his,her education.

(>ncles' This Conference therefore recommends that
This Conference further recommends the January the 27th be set a part for celebrating 

setting up of Provincial & State Boards of a Mass Education Day in the whole country 
Adult Education with wide powers. These when all villagers would take a pledge to 
Boards should normally have a non-official obtain literacy so far as possible within a 
as Chairman and invariably a suitable Senior year and would demand that a largo pereent- 
Edueationai Officer with requisite gifts and tage of revenue realised from them be spent 
experience ns Secretary; the latter should on their education.

A M A R A N A T H A  JHA, RANJIT M. C H E T S IN G H ,
President, Honorary General Secretary.

Indian Adult Education Association. Indian Adult Education Association-
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Supporting Remarks of

M rB V. Ramanathan, Principal of 
Trichoor Govt. Training College :

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, popular lectures accompanied by Visual Aids
and Peoples' Colleges—all these come within 

I rise to support the resolutions which have the purview of a well planned programme of 
been moved and duly seconded. The preamble Adult Education. The fourth resolution ela

, r borates the basic ideas implied in the pievious 
explains clearly the supreme importance ol rego]ution To expedite the pr0gress of Adult
Adult Education in Free India. A democracy Education, it is essential to make use of all 
can function effectively only if the people are modern media like the Radio, the Talkie, the 
educated and capable of choosing their leaders Press and the Theatre,-radio broadcasts 
wisely and well. Popular governments depend should be possible even in the remotest village.
on public opinion and unless it is intelligent, in ftU educational institutions as this
organised and alert, they can never achieve tends to reinforce instruction in the class room 
the best results. To ensure the freedom that effectively.
we have won and to direct it towards national , . , ,,
regeneration Adult Education is essential. Education, it is desirable to train the person-
is only on the basis of an educated and cul- nej employed for this purpose. A Central 
tured community that we can hope to build Institute of Adult Education will serve to 
up anew India—strong, united, peaceful and offer guidance and advice in this direction to

, ,  , ,___ _ U r m  Central, Provincial and State governments,prosperous, capable of safeguarding her na- ^  and volunta*y workers,
tional interests and maintaining her pioper Similarly Provincial and State Boards of 
place in the-comity of nations. Adult Education may be constituted compris­

ing a group of enthusiasts interested in the 
The first resolution clarifies the position work under the direction and control of a 

relating to Adult Education. We want a pro- special Adult Education Officer. A special 
gramme of popular education and not merely committee of experts should be entrusted with

implies not merely the liquidation of illiteracy Finaliy> the conference recommends that
but it involves making the whole community January 27th be observed throughout the
educated every man, woman and child—so country as Mass Education Day when all
that national life will become richer and fuller, villagers should take a pledge to achieve
The second resolution only amplifies the first. J^racy within a year. The implementing of im. second lcbuiumm uii jr 1 the above resolutions will lead to intelligent
The objective in Adult Education should r and disciplined citizenship which is the sine
to enable the common man to live a richer life qua non for national greatness. Broad-based
in all its aspects—social, economic, cultural universal education will make for world
and moral Besides educating the entire peace and international understanding.
nation, it should endeavour to develop powers ™iy be ! ° " nJed by *  *ha* bavc. . . . . . .  . . , . . .  never been touched before; and out of them
of initiative, judgement, and integrity so that may not unrea80nably come, in time, all the
public opinion which is eventually the basis of awakening force and consequent development, 
■lfi governments may be formed on right lines that must broaden the avenues of life, ulti- 
calculated to ensure national solidarity and mately confer an intellectual grasp of new 
diffused prosperity. The third resolution reahn*’ and thereby open a wider field for 

1 , , , .  ,, , activity I commend the resolutions for the
P»mts out ways and means to achieve the ob- nnanimoua acceptance of this House:
jectives of Adult Education,— ‘continuation’
courses, instruction in art and reviving and J. RAMANATHAN,
fostering folk songs and national recreations, Principal
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S p ec ia l F e a tu re s  o f  th e  M y s o re  U n iv e rs ity  E x ten s io n
L e c tu res■r

C. Rangachar, B.Sc., M.Ed. (Leeds). ,
The twentieth century has witnessed a may not be able to participate in the courses 

great expansion in the range of education, and discipline appointed for the regular oxa- 
The ideal of the nineteenth century was to minations. It is with this object that the 
assure a good elementary education for all scheme provides for the establishment of ex- 

:tthe children of all the people. That has now tension and publication departments. I trust 
been realised in a substantial measure in that the University will soon be able to 
most countries and they are pressing on to develop fully this side of its activities with 
the new ideal of a secondary education for due regard to the practical needs of the 
all. At the same time educationists are Country.”
thinking both up and down from the years of . ^  the firgt fifteen year8, University
school life, to pre-school children on the one Ext Lectures were delivered mostly in
hand and to adults on the other. Adult E Occasionally there would be a
education ,s steadily becoming a permanent ^  ^  _n Kannftda. These |ectures
and integral part of the educational system delivered by scholarsr of ability and eminence
and of the national life of meet advanced . . , . r , +1were useful only to  these who had had the

advantage of a University Education and who
Adult education, which has been defined lived in the two cities of Bangalore and

ns the culmination of all other types of Mysore. The large majority of persons living
education, has varied aspects—from the outside these cities, remained outside the scope
liquidation of illiteracy to courses at the of University Extension Lectures. In order to
University level. The nature of adult edu- extend the sphere of its influence the Univer-
cation in any country must depend on the sity resolved fifteen years ago that extension
facilities available for other types of education, lectures should ordinarily be delivered in
In a country like India, where about 90 per Kannada. Since then they have been delivered
cent of the population is illiterate, the pro- in that language except, occasionally, when
blhm of adult education should be essentially eminent non-kannadigas are invited to lecture.
that of overcoming illiteracy. But it must on Among the Indian Universities, Mysore
no account stop there. The main object of Univorsity has been the earliest in carrying
adult education should bo the dissemination on itg extension work successfully through 
of knowledge—cultural, social, scientific, Eie medjum 0f the language of the country, 
political etc.,—knowledge which would widen The scheme of Extension Lecture work of the 
the horizon .and raise the standards of the Mysore University may be broadly divided 
people as citizens and as human beings. into two types: (i) Single lectures arranged/

The University of Mysore has always been directly by the University on the recoinmen- 
alive to this aspect of adult education, i.e. to dation of a Committee appointed for the 
bring in a real sense the University and its purpose, (ii) Collective lectures organised by 
culture to the people outside its walls. Thirty the University Teachers’ Association and 
years ago His Highness Sri Krishnaraja financed by the University.
Wadiyar, opening the first meeting of the It is the latter that is of special interest 
Senate, emphasized this aspect in the follow- because the University Teachers’ Association 
ine words. 'Our 1 Diversity will also be has succeded in devising and working a new 
engaged in diffusing knowledge among that technique ef extension work. When this 
seelion of my people who, for various reasons, scheme was described by its then President



Mysore University Extension Lectures. 19
L ■ f*

Prof J. C. Rollo, at the International Univer- purpose of assembling the audience well in 
sities Conference held at Oxford»in 1934, it time and of retaining them for the full span 
was named as the “ Mysore Experiment” , for of two hours and even after. At the end of 
nothing like it was to be found anywhere each day’s .programme an announ­
c e .  cement is made to the effect that persons,

Under this scheme members of the who are interested in any aspect of the day’s
University Teachers’ Association, during lecture and who desire to know details, are
week-ends and vacations, go in groups and welcome to meet the lecturers in -the camp

. ,, ,. - i f  the following morning. These meetings havecamp in a place for the entire period of a °  „ 6 ,, .„ „ „  , , , sometimes lasted for two to three hours andlecture course and establish living contact
with the people. The lecture series thus have proved benificial both to the lecturers 
organised were originally styled Upanyasa and to the visitors.
Sapthahas (Lecture-weeks) but they are now Intensive Camps are held during week-ends 
■nown by a more general and poetical name [n pjaces easily accessible from the University 
jpan>asamalu (Gailand of Lectures). Form- Centres by train, car or bus. Generally, six

-V, use to be spiead o\era whole week-end visits are made each lasting for two 
iveek, but experience has shown that a week’s , , . , , .dnntinn io , - . . „  days. Two or three subjects are selected forduration is too much for certain places. For , “ n x . ■  ■ , , ,
other purposes, as for example where intensive de™  treatment in a series of lectures, 
lecturing is to be done on one or two subjects which are required to be written out for 
at the same place, a week’s duration may not publication.
be sufficient and several week-end camps Follow-on Camps are intended to follow 
may be needed. Thus there are at present up the extension work begun in previous 
three types of lecture camps: Week Camps, years. Ordinarily they last for 3 days and
Intensive Camps and Follow-on Camps. the, programme is similar to that of the Week

Week Camps, as the name indicates, last The*e Camps have been arranged
for a week. They arc generally held in the in a11 the dlstrlct headquarters and many
bigger towns of the state. fiVerv evening a ° f the taluk headquarters of the State. In
two-hour programme is arranged. It consists recenfc -vears f  tempts have been made to
of three items; a reading from great literary v>sit some of the bigger villages, but the pro-
works in Sanskrit or Kannada a lecture on a blem is one of conveyance. It is proposed to
social science subject (History, Philosophy, seen re for the University Teachers’ Associa-
Economics, Politics, Education, Sociology, tion a motor van fitted with a film projec-
Psychology, etc. ) and another on a physical , n , , .. .. . . \ .J . , tor, a radio set and and an epidiascope,or natural science subject. A time limit of ,
fort* . , Then it would be possible for the UniversityI0rty minutes for each item is strictly but . 1
subtil , i rpi ,, Teachers to keep in touch with the remoteu,,tly enforced. The programme generally 1
starts T.u+1, ]■ , , ' parts of the State and to bring the villagersstarts with a reading and closes with a lantern , D h
Ioot„w mi * . ,. . , within the scope of the University Extensionn.cture. Hie Association has equipped itself
with a battery-operated radio receiver and a
him projector together with a number of Another notable development in the 
Educational Films. The former is tuned in University Extension Work is the publication 
about half an hour before the formal progra- of the lectures in the form of hand-books, 
mme commences and the latter is worked to which can be had for the nominal price of 
1,1,1 educational films at the end of the annas two each. By this means the sphor
1 gramme. Those, incidentally, serve the of influence of extension lectures has been
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considerably extended. So far 50 books have local bodies like Karnataka Sanghas, Youth
been published in this series and some of Organisation and Municipalities. They make
them aie in their second and third all arrangements for the lectures.
editions. These books cover a wide range mi , , . . , ,
of subjects as the following list indicates*- The ^  ^  the m° 3t ^  * Btm°;. 1 ‘ tive feature of the scheme is that this work

Astronomy11 ^  Marriage. done by the University Teachers’ Association
2. Social Pathology. 14. Our Economic ' S V° luntary’ honorary and non-official. The

Outlook. University gives a lump sum grant to the
3. Taxation. 15 Weather Association, but the lecturers get only their
4. Precious stones. 16. Light actual travelling expenses. There even have
5. Our Villages. 17. Karnataka been instances °* teachers travelling ;*t their

Kadambari. own cost. A tradition has been established in
0. Kumara Vyass. 18. Kalidasa’s Epics. Mysore that lecturing to the people must be a
7. Harihara of Hampe. 19. The Constitutional labour of love. This has earned from the

Development of Secretary of the International Universities
England. Conference the following tribute:— “ The

annarla Literature. 20. The Eye and its voluntary work done by the staff of the
o Care. Mysore University is a remarkable example
9. Electricity. 21. E lpm di. J ^  ^  energJ wMoh ch„ ac.

10. Pampa. 22 Nursery Schools terises t l̂is infant adult education movement
11. Animal Life. 23. The Garden of in the East-”

Numbers.
12. Dreams. 24. Satire. We append the report o f  a topical camp

25. Ellora and Ajanta 1- T. Narsipur
These hand books have become quite The 72nd lecture series was arranged under 

popular. More than two hundred thm.o.nrl the auspices of the Karnataka Sangha on the 
copies have been , 1  USand 7th and 8th December 1946. This is the fourth
. ... re 18 a persistent 0f ^he lecture camps that have been held in

demand for them from all over Karnataka this place.
supply is far short of Mr. G. KrishnasVamy, Managing Director, 

the demand for them. About 38 out of 56 Silk Filatures presided. The attendance was
books are out of print. This is mainly because an d ien ^  a W6re am° ng th°

printing fac^lties^ PaPer an<̂  pr°lJOr ' The following is the programme of lectures

Tlicre are several distinctive features of 7-12-1946
t in Mysore Scheme. The first of these is that 1- Readings from Sanskrit Poetry—Mr. 
the scheme is a developing ono. No attempt N- Sivararaa Sastry, M. A.
was made to draw up a scheme • 2' India as it figures in English Litera-
ovc.,y dct.il to , t „ t  „ ith, s T J Z " ! 1 "  " . I ® ’ < * » *

Z  “ 1 2  71710 b0 m0di- K „ W  (Lantern L ectu re )- Mr. C.
ac uii w elaborated in the light of Rangachar, B.Sc., M. Ed.
actua working The scheme is essentially 8-12-46
n e w e r ' ' l,lur lorm8 tlroPping out and 1. Kalidasa’s Sakuntala—Mr. S. y  Ran
“  ’WCr f,nrnB oom»>* existence as circum- ganna, M. A. ^

2. Some Experiments in Electricity—Mr 
Another special feature of the scheme is A' Chandr*ksekh«'riah, M.Sc.

Ha- oo-opcrutioii that it has secured from * ]AJ"8iona (Lantern Lecture)-D r. N. S
irom Narayana Sastry, M.A., D. Litt.
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A d u lt  E du catio n  in th e  C ity  o f  M y s o re  w ith  special re fe re n c e
to  E du catio n  A m o n g  W o m e n

Miss Lakshmi Venkata Rau, M.A.

As H. G. Wells puts it, “ Civilization is a The number of literacy classes for men 
race between Education and Catastrophe.”  in the nine districts and four cities of Banga- 
The city of Mysore has the great privilege of lore, Mysore, Closepet and Bhadravathi up 
having been the cradle of to the Adult Literacy to the end of October ’47 were 2785 kannada 
movement, when it was started by the classes 151 urdu classes and 355 for the 
students of the University Union in the year Adikarnatakas thus making a total of 3,o24 
1940. In fact the office of the City Adult and the number of adults admitted was 
Education Committee is still housed in the 72’592i out of these 56 classes were 8ltuated 
some University Union building where the in 111 the MyBOre At Present there are
Campaign originated and the President and 30 classes working in the various parts of the 
Secretaries of the Union continue to bo the city. The enormous progress made will be 
members of our Excutive Committee. It is realized when ^  see that only 148 classes 
from the seed planted seven years ago by a were started and 1,855 adults registered at 
small band of devoted workers that this huge the begining of the year 1946. 
tree of a state-wide organization has come Now 14 classe8 are being run in Adikarna- 
into being. taka puram for the ‘benefit of the residents

Miss Ruth Kotisky writing in her ‘Adult of the locality We have met here §reat enthu-
Education and the Social Sciences”  says, siasm and an encouraging response from the
..v., , ,, . , local people. The variety and attraction givenbrom any angle, the success of democracy, , , ,
the saving of freedom of thought and dis- t0 the literacy claSSeS by the local Pe0Ple
mission seem bound up with a very great and themselves coming forward with songs, plays
successful extension of public study and and bhajanaS are an mteresting features of 
thought. Adult Education in some form cer- th<?8e claSSe8' The residents a whole are 
tainly becomes democracy’s hope” , No better keenly lnterested in current affairs and the
or stronger plea need be put forward for the f” e reading r00m C a ch ed  to our Adult

Tf Education Library is usually well attended, great necessity of educating our adults. If , ,, , ' ,
, . . , . , _ , . . ,  , Another noteworthy fact about the classeswe want to give material form to the ideal . . , ,,

of . here, is that they are all run by the localOI democracy m the form of adult franchise, . ,  , . .
then A a.u w , ,. . ,, . residents and they are working steadily tomen Adult Education centres are the real ,. , .,,.t J , 1, •mint. t , eradicate illiteracy completely from their
win, .l™ "1 ”  re " ’ “  n g 0 , ‘ t<" ° 1’ed loonlity. Such enthusiasm, oo.operation anil
" t ' 1 mark of intelligent and real citizen. spirit „  8e„ ice „ in> ,  „  s„ re> provide ,  fi„ e

model, for the other parts of the city.
We must bear in mind the words of Miss m,,r o • tz • in r,f ■ , , iw o  classes were started in the Sri Knsh-

O k , „ h0 remind,, „ »  that Adult Education niu,  jent|ra „  itnl ,Mli month aQ(i ,  , „ ge

.I " ” '  : ‘ S of the credit for introducing tin, 'work
A, n n “  “  fe' “ " * * « •  there, must go to the Chief Medioid Officer, Hr.

Education «s an essential component Nagenilrnn, who was unsparing in hie ctforte 
orde" edoi t' Awards a more desirable social to make the hospital wardboys and Ayahs li­

terate. Besides giving us encouragement and
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CO operation, he has also placed at our dis- to whose efforts are due the organization and 
posal his experience and some very valuable working of these classes.
suggestions. Both he and the nursing superin- Unlike the men’s classes which are gene-
tendent take a personal interest in the class rally held in the evening, the ladies’ classes
and pay frequent visits to encourage the are conducted in the afternoons usually bet-
adults. We have been given a fine room in ween 1 and 6 p.m; while the former are held
the hospital for conducting the class and I in Rama Mandirs and Bhajana Mandirs, the
am glad to state that it is making good pro- latter are usually in the house of one of the

adults who comes to the class. We have a gress. > , ,
couple of lady volunteers who became literate

There is also a class run in the Central Jail under 0ur scheme and are now helping us
with a library attached to it. The inmates, witj1 tjje WOrk. The effort to learn establish-
have taken to it pretty well considering ed by these lady adults, is especially com-
the atmosphere and the circumstances mendable when we remember that they
under which they are studying. Much attend the class in spite of such obstacles as

stimulus is given to this class also, by the heavy domestic work including working and
deep interest evinced by the Superintendent. the care of the children. It is gratifying to

know that they come to the classes of their 
Another class which needs mention here Qwn aecord and ghow great enthusiasm to be

is the one at the Sri Kriehnarajendra Mills. taught and quite a number of them show a 
The class is conducted in two batches and yet remarkably quick comprehension. The 
once more we are encouraged in our efforts by teachers of these classes must also be com- 
the response of the Mill authorities. They gratulated on their perseverance and patience, 
have given their solid backing to the scheme They are not discouraged by the fact that 
by building a fine new shed for the class, they very often have to go daily from house to 
They are also paying the class teacher Rs. 25 house coaching the illiterates, before starting 
per month and are giving 1 rupee as scholar- the class. Many of these ladies’ classes are 
ship to each of the adult workers attending the situated in slum areas and thus provide a good 
class On his completing the course the opportunity for the teacher to talk to them 
newly made literate is presented with a set of about cleanliness, sanitation and personal 
Adult Education Publications costing about hygiene. Most of the adults who attend the 
I,s. We have also access to a fine library, classes seem to understand and appreciate the 
1 he Jin hour Welfare Officer and his assistant ideal behind our efforts. The teachers are 
have been placed in special charge of the mostly drawn from the Primary Schools 
literacy work and besides showing keen interest though recently we have got a few college 
in Hu activities and progress of the eb ss, students also coining forward to offer their 
they frequently visit the class and encourage services. Two ladies’ claases have been started

in the Adikarnatakapuram and they are being 
Mysore city has the proud distinction of bandied by two local lady residents- Many 

conducting the highest number of literacy clas- ladies whose mother tongue is Marathi
sen for 1, lilies. At present we are having 58 ^eb'K'1 or Tamil are also coming forward to •
eInhhcs 2 of which have just completed the our c *a8se» to learn Kannada.
post literacy test. Between 20 and 25 ladies Tt x ,
b.ive taken up the tusk of teaching n„d q of f Tt. 1» enoouwging to know that students,

.....   attend ,n the B „p o rv iZ ^ rk In ad 7 7 J 7  “  College
tHtioii, we are having a 7  , , S e e l  taken up tins work in a fine spirit. They

- Secretary have volunteered of their own accord, to
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undertake the responsibility of educating ab- charges usually come to about As. 12 thus 
out 25 illiterate cow boys who gather near bringing the total cost per library to Rs 8-12-0 
their college. We have supplied them with every month. The libraries contain books of 
the requisite literacy material and they in- such varied interest as fiction, biography his- 
tend to start the class soon after the re-open- tory dramag and poemS) science> ethics and m0.
mg of their college. , , , , , , ,rats and they help to prevent the newly made

On August 15th Independence Day was literates from lapsing into illiteracy. All the
celebrated in all the libraries and on October hk™-:-.. „ „ „ ___-i , ,. , UDranes are provided with the adult education
2drdall the classes in the city performed - , , ,  , . . .
„  • t. • x x, „ x , .. senes booklets, i^nother inducement tobaraswatln Puia. In the first year of its , .
Inauguration we had the “ Literacy Day” ^ able the aduIt to continue on the path of
celebration in 1941 when the Dewan of Msore, Ilteracy 13 the “ follow UP” cour3e V  wbich 
presided. In the same year Mr. Mohammed bo°ks and pamphlets are issued to them to 
Imam the then Minister of Education broad- keeP UP tbeir interest in reading and writing, 
cast talks on Literacy. Me also have one of the three central libraries

Mr. John Barnabas in a valuable essay on for tho state located in our city.
Adult Education through Social Settlements”  Realizing the value of imparting informa- 

in the September 1946 issue of the Indian tion through pleasure we had arranged a free 
ournal of Social Work writes that Adult show of some information films on November 

Education is for two types of people; for those 4th at t}ie local Woodlands Talkies. Though 
who have gone through schools and colleges the films were projected at the early hour 
and yet need education and for those who 0f 8-15 in the morning we attracted a huge 
have not had the advantage of education at all. audienCe of over a 1000 including several 
Hitherto wo have stressed the latter aspect, distinguished residents of the Mysore city and
namely of making adults literate. The time , ™ m ,, , , and the Chairman and Treasurer of the Statenas now come when we have to exchange a j  u -pj „ x- „  n u
the beach of Adult Literacy, lor the ocean of Edoc.t.OB Counc 1 It « ,  , « ,  « .
Adult Education, when literacy iosto.d of college , „ d  lug), school
, • ' students comprised a large majority of the

Trt7 T  T  g0aL auflience- The films exhibited included those
r  ftS a r®ad-̂  beeii made stgm- Qn Indian architecture, dancing, musical 

ficant by the change we have introduced in the instmraents and rural handicrafts not to
name of our committee by 'substituting adult mention a senes a series entitled “ Our Herb
education for adult literacy. The change has tage” . The snow was immensly popular and 

at e le problem vastly more complicated we paVe received several requests from the 
and complex but it is a very necessary change students to how the films again, 
and we have got to face and tackle the m
problem. T ° serve as an additional attraction for

w  the adults to come to the classes, we are
h J  n ? f C0m° t0 th° libraries’ W enow thinking of introducing some simple handi- 

ve H libraries in the city with free reading - crafts in our adult education centres, so that
inoms attached to them. The selection of the .illiterates might earn while they learn. 

ewspapers and weeklies for the reading room We hope to enlist the active support of the 
left to the local residents. The librarians local samajas and other similar organisations 

and the peons are all Municipal employees and individuals interested in the scheme.
(a” d are Paid an allowance by the Municipal We are also planning to start in the near 
council, which in addition pays for the oil future, a sort of a community centre both for 
' ,ff°8 also. The librarian is paid about Rs. our lady workers and the newly made literates, 

per month the peon gets Rs. 3 and the oil where they can meet and relax, we want to

23 ADULT EDUCATION IN THE CITY OF MYSORE



arrange for educational film exhibits, lectures of Mr. Srinivasa Rao, the Principal. They 
and talks for the benefit of those who congre- expressed a desire to have some of the handi- 
gate here. A reading room and some indoor crafts introduced in their college and a few of 
games with which we hope to equip the centre them wanted a shorter special course to e
are sure to serve as extra attractions. instituted in the Vidyapeet unng t ie

summer vacation so that they could reside 
It is now very necessary that we intensify ^  underg0 a cour8e o{ training with

the propaganda and activity in the field of al reference to the handicrafts,
general education and very shortly we hope 1
to start earnest and substantial work in this In summing up I might just say that
direction. Towards this end we shall make classes are being run with equal success in
good use of broadcasting for educational such widely different environments as the
purposes and a van and projector both of Central Jail, the mills, the slums the Harijan
which will be available for service in the Colony and the Mysore Infantry and the
near future and will be a real help in making hospitals. It is gratifying to see mill workers
our propaganda and instruction popular. and hospital attehders tramping in cheeful

May students have shown their eagerness and alert after their strenuous day s work all
to be connected with the movement and eager and excited to start their lessons, or,a
participate in its activities and as a first step number of adults congegating round the single

•have promised to send contributions to oil lamp available, their faces full of purpose
“ Bclaku” a weekly published for the benefit to master the letters. Of course a great share
of the adult literates and the “ Pustaka. of the credit goes to the teacher, who has to
Prapandha ”  based somewhat on the model of arouse and then retain tlieir interest by inpar-
the ‘Readers Digest’ and devoted to articles ting Education pleasantly.
of current interest, reviews of books and similar . . . ,, . . ’ , , . A happy feature of these classes is theother topics. A few of them want to write . 7  , , , , .. >•1 . eminently personal and close relationship
booklets lor our adult education senes, borne ,. . between the teacher and his adult studentsoi mo lecturers also showed their interest by . ... ., _ „n;iri. . . .. , These adults unlike the ordinary school child-visiting the classes and promising us articles. , , , . i1 b ren have a fund of common sense and expe-

Regardmg our idea of starting new classes rience whjch we have got to take into account 
m addition to the o classes running at present in to a beneficial channel,
m the Cheluvamba hospital, we want to
open women’s classes in the K. R. Hospital. I cannot conclude better than by quoting a 
It is also proposed to start a ladies’ class in Chancellor, Mr. N. S. Subba Rao and the then 
the K. R. Mills and one class for the peons Minister of Education Mr. Mohammed Imam* 
and maid servants of the Maharani’s College. The former says ‘It is a pleasure to me that the 
Arrangements are being made to start classes students of the University have been taking 
in all the colleges, high schools and other so much interest in social welfare work, parti- 
educational institutions for the benefit of the cularly in the promotion of adult literacy, 
menials The work they are doing may not have any

A h the Maharuni college students were spectacular appeal, lmt constitutes a very 
evincing their interest in our work in so many important contribution to the welfare of the 
different ways a hatch of about 25 stu. people and ultimately to social unity. In doing
dink were taken to the Vidyapeeth at thiB work the young men and women of the
(fanjnngud. The girls watched keenly the vari. university are also enriching their own perso 
ons activities in progress there and nearly all nalities and the contacts they establish with 
ill them tried 1 heir hand at mat weaving and the masses, to use the current jargon and the

. r u y 8'‘‘T V n  hB e8p0ciall-v knowledge they gain of the conditions under
11 "  11 ff,|k HPort “ Kolata” which people at large live will constitute
W nc , they pu ked up thanks to the exertions important element in their own education.

■'‘•uA-Aiiv'. 4. I .....n,.-,. .. .. _

ADULT EDUCATION IN CITY OF THE MYSORE 24



Isidore Adult [duration Association
'• REPORT FOR 1 9 47 .

The Association was organized at the time possible by the appointment on salary of ap 
. of Dr. Frank Laubach’s visit to Indore about Executive Secretary, giving full time to super- 

March 1938, His Highness the Maharaja vision. We are sorry to lose him, but he has
Holker became its Patron. Prominent among been appointed to a responsible post in the
its earliest supporters and officers were Col. U- p  We are “searching fo ra  suitable man 
Richard Samson and Capt. H. B. Richard- to take his Place-
son. More recently Sardar M. V. Kibe has 2. The Kantaphor Mass Literacy Campaign, 
acted as its President. The most significant development during

The activities of the Association have the year has been the notable growth of adult 
from the first been both urban and rural, and education in the Kantaphor area of the
catered to the needs of both men and women. Nimawar District, One might well use the
1 City Centres- adjectives “ phenomenal”  or “ sensational”  in

describing it. A revenue officer, Mr. Obeidulla 
In Indore, seven centres, five for men and Khan, Naib Amin, a member of this Associa- 

<wo for women, have been carried on. Of tion, has shown great enthusiasm in promo- 
these, the Museum Centre has now transferred ting the movement beginning in January, 
its class work to the Hindi Middle School 1947. On various occasions visitors have 
nearby* as the numbers have grown from 15 witnessed crowds of new literates gathered at 
to 50. Classes are held in elementary and some centre, with books in their hands ready 
advanced Hindi, and two other classes in to display tHeir newly acquired reading skill 
English to answer a definite demand. or to write on slates or smooth stones. Lite-

A new venture during this year has been *****  ^  ^
the establishment of classes in literacy for performed, an effigy of th e ‘Demon of
men and women in the Kalyanmal Mills. A I T o n e Z v Z Z V Y ^  Publicly burned.

, , . . “ , „  . , ln one large village some ten small centres
university graduate trained tor this wort, weie operating night by night for men, and
gives three hours early in the day to the men two women teaehers were instructing their
and an experienced woman teacher takes the :i.; . c ,WnmB„ illiterate sisters. People of every sort have
women at suitable hours. This work is paid W n  talrlno nort in B , ,fork , 4-u , . , been taking part in the movement, whether

J  by the mill management, and supervised as teacher8 or students. Groups from aboriginal

obtli t 7 Clati0n- G° ° d re8Ult8 haVe bGen tribes ba™ been prominent, such as the Gonds 
ained, both among men and women. and Kurkus, Indeed, Kurkus are more
The expansion and direction of the work numerous than any other group among those 

Jn  the various citv centres has been made made literate. The weekly returns have kept 
,  —• ~~~ mounting, until in less than six months over

Mr. Mohammed Imam says ‘Mysore expe- four thousand (4264) in about 80 villages 
d i h educated youth to do their duty and were reported as having been examined and
Let, f  thed6bt theyowe t0 thecoimtry' achieved some degree of literacy, 

educated person constitute himself a
.■ and carry the torch of learning to the Mr. Obeindulla Khan's nnremitting efforts 
'gnorant. have been ably seconded by various depart-



Translation of Speech by the Hon’ble Maulana 
Abdul Kalam Azad, Minister for Education

On the occasion of the opening ceremony of the Cential Institute of Education at Delhi on the
19tli December, 1947.

Your Excellency, none of those fields is as important as the
India, which has taken its place in the education field. At present, the percentage 

comity of free nations of the world, has to of literacy in India is only 14.7 that is, out 
march forward in every field of her national of every hundred nearly 85 persons are totally 
life with alacrity, but you will agree that illiterate. Not counting the poulation of the

~....■ —.....  Provinces which have ceded from the Indian
ments of His Highness’s Government Union, the remaining population, according 
particularly the Revenue, the Rural Uplift to the last census, is in the neighbourhood of 
the Panchayats, the Police and the Education 24,02,54,500. Of these, 2,93,72,000 are 
Departments. Considerable funds were schoolgoing children—between the nges of 
supplied by the Rural Uplift Department; 6 and 11. These statistics show that even 
the Education authorities helped and encour- if we ingore persons above the age of 11 we 
aged in many ways. The Adult Eduuation have still to make immediate arragements 
Association has provided hundreds of books, for the education of about 3 crores of school- 
met- a part of the expenses, and trained going children between the ages of 6 and 11 . 
scores of instructors for the work.
3. Future Progress "  I am 8ure y °u will agree with me that

This quite remarkable achievement, this state of affairs is most deplorable and no 
described by Mr. Richardson as the most civilized Government can tolerate it. If 
striking piece of adult education in India, is we are unable to make arrangements for the 
an indication of what can be done. The Primary education of about 80 million of 
Indore Adult Education Association is our children, all our nation building schemes 
anxious to promote further fruitful move- wi]1 ‘P30 f acto> become valueless. The only 
ments in the State. It calls upon its friends way out, therefore, is to try and lift millions 
and supporters to rally to its aid. of these children from the depths of neglect

T h e  K a n ta p h o r  C a m p a ig n  and ingorance immediately.

ANALYSIS | ANALYSIS The question is how best to solve this
HY AGE GROUPS CENTRE—WISE problem. The greatest hurdle facing us is

the lack of trained teachers. Sunnoae 
15.20 vottro—1331 Enrolled Paesod P. C. . , , ouPP08e>

o -  _  Z . Kantaphor 0.94 390 74-02 ^  thre° toa0herB ^  100 chi)dren, We will
-  -  840 Lohurf,a 031 *>3 72-62 reqUlre a of 9 lakhs of trained

' 3I.3B____m  Bodgaon r.43 273 05-15 teachers for 30 million school-going children.
30-40 ------  355 At*ras 334 0010 If we want t0 break this vicious circle, we
, ,.45 -  _  mo B‘0™  a ^  should not postpone our educational scheme

Bui 749 454 734  simply because there are not sufficient
--------------------___ trained teachers. Rather we should mobilise

Total 4201 ̂  4204 2402 00*31 a8 teachers all the educated persons avai-
-   —■“— -— ------------ - ---------- -----——. lable, and at the same time carry on the
,r. M mm um  “  01 ‘““ I'*™ with the sreatest po„ibl«,

speed, HO that framed teachers can be made
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27 SPEECH BY THE HON'BLE MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD.

available in sufficient numbers in the shortest building. This year, however, it was decided 
possible time 1°  start the institution in a rented building.

Accordingly, the house in which we are at
The former Government of India had set present assembled, was acquired in July last; 

up a Central Advisory Board of Education but we could not pr0Ceed with this work 
which the present Government has also ^  tQ ^  recent unfortunate distur-
continued. The Board had in the year banceg in Delhi. However, I am now happy 
1944 submitted a detailed report on the that we bave surmounted all our difficulties 
post-war educational development. So John and that today thia j nstitute is being opened 
Sargent the spirit behind this, is happily with Your Execeqency_ 
us on the dais today. One of the' basic
recommendations - in this Report was the *p]ie teachers trained at this Institute will 
establishment of new traing institutions for naturally be employed in the teaching instit- 
teachers both by the Central and the Pro- utions jn the Centrally Administered Areas, 
vincial Governments. Accordingly, all the But while gagUing the real importance of the 
Provincial Governments as well as the Central Inatitufce> we should not give undue importance . 
Government while formulating their five- to this aspect of the Institute. The function • 
year post-war programme had this recomm- q{ the Institute is something greater than 
enciation in view. A number of such training thig> It wiU turn out teachers who will be 
institutions have already been opened and ,.model teachers”  for Provinces but over and 
are still being opened in the various parts ab0ve all this, this Institute will be a res- 
of the country. j earch centre for solving new educational

The educational plan of the Central Gov- problems of the country and will be 
„„ , . , , , r  , , , . .  beacon light for the training institutions oternment included a proposal to establish , , , . ,, T f„ r, . , ,  1 * , . , . . the country. The problems facing the Inst-a Central Institute of Education located .

t ii • ltute will be how to correlate the ditlerent at Delhi. In 1945 the details of this , ,, ., systems of Basic Education; how to reform
scheme were finaniised and 18 lakhs for its . ,. , ,
buildings and Rs. 2,45,000 for equipment the present system of examinations; and how
etc. were set aside. It was proposed that t0 mould the Primary education of a child 
the building of the Institute should provide 30 that ho is Sivon ful1 opportunity to develop 
classroom accommodation for 300 students. lns individuality and also to equip himself to 
of both sexes and hostel accommodation for keeP abreast o! world affairs. This and simi- 
150 students. It was also decided to have lar other Problems will come before the 
the Institute within the University grounds Institute and it will have to find ways and 
and regard it as a Faculty of Education of means of solving them, 
the Delhi University. It is estimated that
when the scheme is in full operation, its We have had to start this Institute in a 
annual recurring expenditure will be in the building which is hardly suitable for it but 
neighbourhood of Rs. 2 lakhs. This sura has there was no alternative due to the acute 
been sanctioned by Government. shortage of suitable houses. This house, as

Your Excellency can sep for yourself, is not 
1 ohr, ! , WaS dec' d ed ' n 1945 that this scheme bj enough for our requirements; even with

U”1 start from the year 1940—47, but i t , ,  , , , . . .  , , , , -4.1 +00 ,, the two tents winch we have had to pitch to
Wa i not be taken in hand and a full year 8Upplemenfc thia accommodation, our work 
wa,9 }1US Was êd' pke building programme and progress will necessarily be greatly hamp- 
buil f 10ld due ooomvailability of ered and restricted. We have every hope,
eou lV ^  ma êr*a 8̂> but the teaching work however, that that those difficulties will not 

have been started in a temporary hamper our progress for long and that soon



thiN Institute will blossom forth and take the opening ceremony of this Institute. I
ri®htful place. am thankful to for your kindness in accept-

\ otjr E xcellen cy , ing my invi'tition. I will now request Your
We are fu%  aware °f the keen interest Excellency to perform the Ceremony of

which you have evinced in the social and opening the Central Institute of Education
educational acth ities of this country. We Delhi. By pressing the electric button you
are'deeply grateful to you for the zeal, the will open the doors of the Institute. May
promptness and the personal interest which the gates of darkness and ignorance which have
you have shown in dealing with the relief of , , , ,, .... ft . prevented light pentrating to the millions of
unfortunate and afflicted from the Puniab To , ,, . J my countrymen be thrown open very soon in
show our appreciation it was only natural ,,
that I should have asked you to perform

HIGHER EDUCATION FOR WORKING MEN
S ta te  Scholarships a t R es id en tia l C o lle g e s

( By L.E. Sessel)
A van-driver, a cabinet maker, an engineer daily bread and have only been able to 

and a journalist, all between 27 and 40 years use free time for study purposes in the even- 
°f age, together with a woman of 27, have ing after their work is an encouraging sign 
taken up residence at Oxford University to that they will justify themselves at the uni- 
pursue further studies in philosohy, physio- versities.
E if  r hP8yCh° l0gy’ P°litica- economics and Mention has been made of the five men 

ng ls ' and women who have gone to Oxford under
They are among the selected candidates the State awards. They will, however, have 

to fill 19 State scholarships recently granted as fellow students there with full-time scliolar- 
by the British Ministry of Education to ships from other bodies, several others from 
students of mature age who have missed 27 to 39 years of age who have been filling 
a university education but have shown special comparatively humble posts— such people 
promise later in life. O thers- both men as a farm worker, a gas department collector,
women to whom these State awards have a garage mechanic, a bus driver, an Indian
ieen made have gone to Cambridge, London railway worker from Bengal, a women shorth­
and other English universities, there to hand typist, 
broaden their knowledge in those liberal „ „  . ,
arts in which they are specially interested , , ar 8 for P00Ple of
and in due course, no doubt, to pass on the l  ° n J a aPart ° f the extent
learning they have acquired, ' l _° ie P or 8 11 en*s ° f different ages-

rr, . . . . . ihus 750 scholarships have been offered to
Tiese new State scholarships provide boys and girls in 1947, and, another neW

additional enocuragement and opportunities experiment like those for mature students,
for adults qualified to advance beyond inn m , . , a , „  , siuaenw,

< *m l by evening ch.ee, an,I nth,' - T T h " •* » * '
coursoH, or past the ordinary limits of nrivHto i , There ar« hundreds of other

riie « » ,  mj ,  z t t s r . on; '  ' f i" ,,ions » « • * *  wbiob
„f tin new State wlmlual.ip holders have had m„ „ y “  “ CO‘ 101' con,r,l™t<».

i .  ..,h* ..............." • * l"  * * * * « - '  n e
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from public funds covering fees and main- Wedgwood College, one of them, in the Pott- 
enance is about 6,000 a year, apart from 32,000 eries, principal centre in Britain for the 
Government awards, hitherto, for students manufacture of earthenware and china, was 
whose education has been interrupted by war opened recently and is a joint venture of the 
service or other obstacles. local authority, Oxford University and the

The importance of adult' education is Workers' Educational Association (W.E.A.). 
becoming much more widely recognised in Another in Devonshire will occupy the resi- 
Britain. As Sir Richard Livingstone, Presi- dence on an estate which the owner, Sir 
dent of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, urging Richard Acland, M.P., has generously 
its development, has pointed out, the majority presented to the nation. It is a W. E, A. 
a of children in their teens fail to realise the establishment and will start with about 24 
value of education and they consequently students. The Y. M. C. A. is interested in 
leam little. Often people only begin to ŵ0 coneges for adults, and several others 
want education after they haVe left school. already exist or are projected.

RESIDENTIAL COLLEGES Most of the English colleges run short
Sir Richard is convinced that real advance courses—from one to two weeks, even Friday 

will not be made in adult education until to Monday ones —and these short courses 
many more residential colleges — not necess- are likely to rule for the moment. One of 
arily universities— are available where people the Y.M.C.A. colleges has an eight-week 
can get clear away from home worries and course. The cost of short courses varies 
work. He cites approvingly colleges of this from £2,10s. to £4,4s. The subjects of studies 
description in the four Scandinavian vary a great deal but they all show there are 
countries. large sections of people more interested in

Since the war a number of these residential more serious affairs of life than, say, filling 
colleges have been established in different up football pool coupons or studying racing 
parts of England and more are planned. forms.

N E W S  F R O M  OT
Ed r  U ^ ITED S ’J'A T pS  among those who attend. More than 400,000
Education Extended to Parents in women +1 ■ , ■ • ,women cairy on this training and education
3,000,000 American Rural Homes . . ,, .

woik in their communities and clubs as a
Education programs and demonstrations voluntary service._U S I S

ln house management, parental duties, food
preservation and similar topics are provided Cooperative Community Planning by 
for more than 3,000,000 rural American Citiens in the U. S. A.
homes by the United States Department of The manner in which voluntary action by 
Agriculture’s Extension Service. citizens themselves assists in the operation of

In the mid-western state of Missouri government m American municipalities was 
alone, extension workers conducted clinics on demonstrated in a recent meeting of leaders 
the Management of farms and homes in 108 from the smallest village to the largest city 
0Ut ” f H 4 cou nties. in the midwest State of Iowa. These leaders
^  nek of the knowledge gained from these were called together to plan together for 

lmCS ari,e9 from exchange of information community betterment on state-wide basis.

'NEWS FROM OTHER LANDS 29
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(“ Community”  in the U. S. A. is a geograph- citizens of a republic: to instill in them love 
ical term.) and veneration for their country; and to train

The 250 representatives to the Iowa them to discharge diligently and faithfully 
Community Development workshop at Des their duties and obligations as citizens of an 
Moines divided their meeting into eight com- independent state,
mittees to study particular phases of com- 2, To evolve a healthy, enlightened, and 
munity life. These were education, cultural morally upright citizenry imbued with an 
arts and recreation, home and family, health, abiding faith in Divine Providence, 
farming and conservation, Government, relig- 3. To inculcate in our people the ideals of 
ion and industry and labor- The delegates, democracy: to make them realize that the 
presenting community life needs from their fundamental rights of man should be preseved 
own experience, were “ speakers”  at each at any cost, if they are to attain self-fulfil- 
meeting. rnent.

The workshop was sponsored by leaders 4. To develop in the people habits of in- 
of more than 30 stare organizations and inst- dustry and thrift and to equip them with the 
itutions representing labor, agriculture, necessary skills and knowledge which would 
banking, health, education, veterans and enable them to earn an honest livelihood and 
other groups. contribute to the economic well-being of the

Chairman of the meeting was Dr. W. H. country.
Stacy, extension sociologist at Iowa. State 5. To train our men and women for family 
College, who said the purpose of the work- responsibilities and the obligations of the 
shop is “ to start making a better world on h°me-
the local level.” Each of the eight com- 6‘ To gaide 0ur people in the wise use of
mittees, he said, discussed problems in the leisure 80 that U may contribute to their
particular field with which it was concerned, Personal growth and promote the welfare of
and then developed guide posts for local the community. .
community council, unci for coordinating the T° m,U*  ‘ he d« i r „
program, of v a ries  organization,. D ig c t , of ° nd «>» to help hi, community;
the eight committee report, were mat!, “  ‘ “ “ j '  " T  T P ?  for- « " d« '* f> d in g
available to community leader, throughout ' 8 toW* " 1
the State. 8. To promote in our youth a way of life

For example, the health committee report which embodies the best of our cultural
presented ways of coping with such problems heritage, enriched by the valuable experien-
as nursing and the mental health of the vari- ces °f °ther peoples.
OUS communities. q  T n  fna tn r  ovrirtr.w    ,d 10 toster among our people appreciation

through such cooperative efforts as the of the arts, sciences, and letters so that their
workshop, Di • Stacy pointed out, “ leaders taste may be refined, their lives enriched and
from many types of community endeavor their sympathies deepened
simply were pooling their thinking regarding 10 m ... .
attainable community goals ”—U S I S  ° U iva e 111 our people a sympath-

* * * * ' * ’ etlc understanding of other nations through
P H IL IP P IN E S  a 8tudy of the contributions that those

Soma objectives of the Philippines Educat- liat'onB have made to civilization, 
ional System --From the Christian Colleges Bullet'

1. To impress upon people that, they are
* * * ** *



NEWS FROM FAR AND NEAR 31
BC MBAY said that he was sorry to note that the expec-

The Bombay City Adult Education Commi- tations on which the schemes was based, had 
ttee which is completing its eighth year of not been realised so far. A close investigation 
activities this month has made more than showed the need for considerable improve-
22,000 adults literate during the current year. ment in the quality of instruction and the 
Of this number 3,000 are women. These effectiveness of supervision, 
literates were trained in the Committee’s hag been now decided to employ paid
classes, only a small number of 356 being teacherg and supervisors for carrying out the 
trained in private classes. Literacy programme. It is also contemplated
The Committee which has enrolled, during that the collaboration of public spirited citi- 

these eight years, nearly 195,000 adults of zens should be secured on a much larger scale, 
whom 121,000 or sixty per cent, have satisfied * * * * *
the literacy test, decided to observe a special N'E'yg DELHI
literacy week in Bombay from January 17. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Education

The programme for the literacy week Minister, presiding over the All-India Edu- 
included an inaugural address by the Governor cational Conference suggested “ some kind of 
of Bombay, radio talks and speeches by the conscription to accelerate the educational 
Prime Minister, Mr. B. G. Kher, the Mayor, progress of India. If every Matriculate is 
and the Sneriff and meetings to be addressed required to put in one year’s and every Gradu- 
by prominent citizens and a speech by Mr. ate two year’s service in education before he 
Gulzarilal Nanda, Labour Minister. or s]ie obtains his or her certificate, we should

Mass meetings have been arranged by the then get a large supply of teachers for our 
Committee with a view to explaining the purpose," Maulana Azad said, 
utility of adult education. All-India Radio, As regards the problem of providing for the 
Bombay, it is understood, has agreed to education of adults who were illiterate, it was 
arrange special talks for the purpose. obvious that with the extension of democracy,

Mr. Kher made a fervent appeal to the this problem had become even more important 
citizens of Bombay to co-operate in making than it was in the past. Some work for adult 
the activities of the Adult Education Com- education had been started in the provinces 
mittee a great success so that the social, since 1938 but this was on a very small scale 
civic and cultural standards of the masss and must be increased and expedited mani- 
might be raised in as short a time as possible f0ld if we were to obtain the desired results. 
He added that if the masses were not trained Adult education had two aspects, viz., arrange- 
tor demorcatic citizenship, if they were not ments for making the adults literate and the 
enabled through knowledge and understan provision of means to enlarge their minds and
ing to distinguish between truth and propa enable them to take an intelligent interest in
ganda, between good and evil, between appe- fche affaira of the country.
als to decency and incitement to fanatic' Such an expansion of mind of the adult

ey would in all probability )ec )! ' could be largely effected to-day through the
H*o]s in the hands of unscrupulous ( emago uae 0f acicntific methods and machinery. We 
Sues bent upon exploiting them for serving ahould benefit by the experience of the Soviet 
^ eir own private ends. Union and the U. S. A. and draw upon the

After a brief revie.v of the work done by vast stores of educational films which had
Adult Education Committee. Mr. Nanda been built up in those countries. Their expe-



lienee, however, would have to be modified to education with a view to enabling every Indian 
meet our requirements. The Education Mini- to take part in the new order. Efforts should 
stry had recently established a Department also be made, the report says, to raise the 
of Social Education, which would take this percentage of literacy to 50 at least, 
problem up. Expansion of the Department The report further reccommends that all the 
was, however, necessary in order to make it resources and personnel of the country should 
possible to provide such educational films and be mobilised for the attainment of these objec- 
radio programmes in ail Indian languages. tives and suggests employment of whole-time
He hoped that very soon the Ministry would , . . .  , . ,, . . , , , • , workers, part-time workers and volunteers,be able to publish complete plans and schemes , , . ,
, ,, The report says that part-time workers shouldlor the purpose. 1 •; 1

be village school teachers, postmasters and 
The problem of imparting literacv to adults ., , , . ' . , ,, : other civil servants who may be given a smallmust be taken up r long with that of providing , „ , ., j  , - , , , , ., - ^ & honorarium for their services and voluntarybasic education to school-going children. For

. . .  , workers should be recruited from amongst sta­tins purpose we must not only depend upon , , „ r , , „  °
teachers who were engaged in such schools but dents and staff ° f sch° ° ls and C° llegeS; G° Vern‘ 
also call upon all government employees of all ment emPloyees> distrlct officials, etc. 
categories to render such voluntary service It also recommends that all owners of mills 
as might be possible. A time must soon come and factories should provide for the education 
when literacy would be made one of the condi- of their workers and their families and the 
tions for any employment under the Govern- Government should make it compulsory for 
ment and in the meantime Government were a11 its employees to attain literacy within a
considering methods by which illiterate Go- period of three years and it should give them
vernment servants might be encouraged to facilities for this purpose, 
become literate. Adult education should also be compulsori.

There was no place for English as a me- ly provided for all prisoners in jails, 
diuin of instruction in future India, but at the As regards provision of funds for this pur-
same time there should be no precipitate pose, the report recommends that provincial 
action that might damage the cause of educa Governments and the Central Government 
t ion. I lie replacement of English as a me- should both provide funds at the minimum
Jium of instinotion .should be gradual and rate of one anna per person to be educated
stage bv stage so that there was the least * ,, least As the means of imparting adult education
posBi interi option or interference with the the report suggests that use should be made
process of education in the country. of SUch modern media of mass communicat

CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD ion as radio, films, open air theatres etc'
The Central Advisory Board of Education Material for these media, says the renort'

adopted the interim report of the Adult Educa should be prepared by the Central Governme^
Lon Committee appointed on , he opening day in consultation and co.operation with ™
of its session, which recommends the launch - vincial Governments. The report s u g g e s t  
m gof a three-year programme for literacy setting up of a special department forthenre 
and general education. paration of the necessary plan.
The report says both literacy and general edu- The report further recommends the sett- 
cation should proceed simultaneously, but „ p of special agencies under department 
dun.,;, the next three years, greater emphasis education which will be responsible fc “ ,
should be laid on the latter aspect of adult organization of adult education and « J l ,

1 “ays that

NEWS FROM FAR AND NEAR 32



the general policy and programme should bo She pleaded for Government help and also 
cci ed in consolation with the advisory bodies appealed to the public to support them, 

consisting mainly of uon-oSficials, it adds that Mr. K. D. Ghosh requested the West Ben.
ii) t le programme of adult education due em- gal Government to ask for at least rupees 15
pfiris.s should be given to further cdnontion r , 1 fof fi , , , education crores from the centre for educational recons.oi literates through clubs, discussion groups,„ ii . b  ̂ ’ truction in the province,peoples colleges, summer schools and other . ,
similar agencies “ J- hhitindra Dob Kai Mahasai who pre.

Another resolution adopted by the Central sid°d als° addressed tho raeetinS‘
Advisory Board of Education recommends the Dr- Ghosh earlier opened a cottage industry
appointment of a commission to investigate exhibition organised by Loka Siksha Pari-
the state of secondary education in India and shad'
to report its aims and scope in the light of 111110 function took place at Tirthapai 
present conditons and future requirements. Institution.
Die Commission will also consider the ques- * * * * *
tmii of modification in the course of training of Prof. Anath NathTlasu of the Calcutta Uni.
c.ic lers for secondary schools. versity who attended the 10th International

* * * * Conference on Public Education and tne
> WEST BENGAL U- N. E. S. C. 0 . Seminar on Education for

The need for trained workers for the spread International Understanding, as a representa- 
of general education among the masses was ^ve of the Government of India, and visited 
stressed by Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh Ellgland’ France* Switzerland to study
Fame Minister, West Ben gal addressing i  th° latest devoloPment3111 education in these 
meeting organised by ‘Loka°SiLsha Parishad’ countnoS giving his impressions said:- 
at Ballygunge. “ Another thing that struck mo was the em-

On lm h.if'n f <r o e-, . t. . phasis on adult education. Democracy cannotuu uolialf of ‘Loka Siksha Parishad’ its e , ,. . .  ,, „  function unless the people are educated.
, ( ma 1 k IJcllla R °y. pointed out Hence in England, as also in France, groat

i t  t icy liad smarted the work three years ago ofiorts are being made by the Ministers as woll
they had nine centres. About 500 as by pi'ivato bodies to extend the facilitiff*

p wore receiving training fiom thorn, of education to adults.”

m inted  and Published by Mr. R . M. Ohetsingh at the Doopnlr P rin ting  Press, Delhi
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E d ito r ia l M a t e # ,*

The Editor of this Journal will be in Geneva, Switzerland, by the 

time this issue reaches our readers. We hope that in spite of his 

absence from India this summer, mainly in the United Kingdom, - the 

Journal will reach its readers in good time. If our printers play 

the game by us this should not be difficult. A  good deal of 

editorial work has been done by the Editor and more will be done 

before his departure from India early in June. We trust that 

arrangements which we are making for seeing the Journal through 

the Press will prove more satisfactory than those of last year.

H OW  YOU CAN HELP.

You can help the Editorial Board by securing and sending us 

suitable articles for inclusion in the Journal — also by SENDING US 

AUTHENTIC NEWS OF W ORTH W H ILE PROJECTS TRIED OUT 

IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

We would also welcome reviews of books on adult education 

which some of you may rer d or may hear about. We wish to 

Strengthen this feature of the Journal.
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The Government of India &  Adult Education.
The Central Advisory Board of Education on the . latter aspect of adult education, 

set up by the Govt, of India recently appoin. Efforts should be made to raise the percen- 
ted a Committee to prepare a scheme of tage of literacy to 5 0 %  at least.
Adult Education. This Committee met on
the 1-5th January 1948 and we understand, All the resources and personnel of the 
sent in a report. Its main recommendations country should be mobilised for the promo- 
are given beiow : tion of adult education. Three categories of

. , , . . , workers are suggested
Ihe Committee is of the opinion that 

Adult Education should not be limited to f \  yv/ l i i
making people merely literate. It" should ( 0  Whole' hme wo^ers.
include also general education so as to pre- (ji) Part-time workers,
pare! every citizen to play his part in a demo-
cratic social order. (iii) Voluhteers.

It is suggested that there should be a three Whole-time workers shall include 
year programme for this purpose. While
the literacy programme is to be confined to (a) those who will be responsible for
people between the ages of 1 0  to 40, no age organising the adult education centres and 
limit should apply in the case of general
education. (b) those who will be responsible for

training and guiding the part-time and the i 
General education should include voluntary workers. ,

(a) Principles of health and hygiene. Part-tim e workers will be village school
teachers, post-masters and other similar civil ' 

(bp Element* of Geography with servants and they will receive a small honora-
particuiar reference to India and rium for their services, 
the Province in which the adult
resides. Voluntary workers shall be recruited mainly

/ , c , . , , ... from amongsttc) otories from Indian History illus­
trating Indian Life in various ... c , , -.
periods ( including the struggle Students and staff of the schools j
for attainment of independence.) an<̂  co*lege8i

(d) Civics (ii) Clerical staff of the Government
(i) Duties and rights of citizens. Departments,

(ii) Administration ( Local, Pro- (•**) District Officials e. g Medical
vincial arid Central ). Officers, Educational Officers,

. Health Officers etc.
t.ej rnnciples of co-operation.
(f) Education in moral values and All owners of mills and factories should 

social service. provide for the education of their workers
and their families.

Both literncy and general education should
proceed simultaneously but during the next Government should provide fund.

e - M , , l,„ 1 .id „ (  ono „ „  b .  ed S k lld
' f l
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A d u lt  Education in Nova Scotia.
By Rev. D. MacCORMACK D. D.

This is the story of a scheme of adult to the people. They were not sufficiently 
education which has its roots in the economic united to be called a group; they did not 

. lives of those people among whom it operates. even have a clear idea of the permanent form 
I he intermingling of the two concepts, their efforts should take, - they were indivi- 

education and economics, was no mere dual planners and thinkers, each with his set 
accident but a deliberate policy or program of ideas as to what was wrong with the 
which is defended both from the philosophi- world, with Canada, and with those eastern 
cal and practical points of view. provinces; each with his own opinion as to

how these wrongs should be remedied. It 
The setting of the story i3 Nova Scotia, took ten years of conferences, community 

New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island, schools and experiments to unify their think- 
the three eastern provinces of Canada. They inS and to develop a social philosophy which 
are commonly known as the Mmtimesby would provide answers to their troublesome 
reason of the fact that they are almost com- questions, 
pletely surrounded by the waters of the
Atlantic Ocean. The temperate cl mate, the The diagnosis of those years indicted an 
country broken by hills and valleys, the economic and oucial system which was not
fruitful waters of Atlantic, the mineral depo- working satisfactorily for the masses of the 
sits and forest wealth determine the callings people even in the best of time3 . This 
of the more than a million people that live economic and social system was not different 
in these provinces. The greatest vocational Irom that prevailing in tne other provinces 
group are the farmers. They form more than of Canada or in the United States, their power- 
one-half of the total population and ejigage fill neighbor to the south. It was the system 
in mixed farming. A  large number-of our -of rugged individualism. In the pioneering 
farmers are part time fishermen and part days, the defects of the system were not so 
time lumbermen as well. The next great obvious, but as communities became more 
vocational group are the fishermen who live subtle and a9 competition became keener 
along the 8,000 miles of the Maritime the inevitable resu ts of the system began to 
coastline. They constitute but one-fifth of assart themselves. There was poverty and 
the total population. 24,000 coal miners and misery for the farmers and fishermen. The 
steel workers make their homes in the lot of the industrial worker was not much 
mining and steel working centies. Maritime better. In boom times, the industrill towns 
Canada is a world in miniature with all the pulsated with life, but in the long in-between 
problems that beset industry and primary they suffered an economic black-out and 
production. became ghost towns where no real human

happiness could flouiish. In one fifty year 
An industrious people imbued with the period eastern Canada lost 450,000 of its 

love of their land and a yearning for edu- people to other parts of America. It was pot 
cation, a land suitable for farming and a question of one deoression, it was a 
enriched with mineral deposits and forest question of a whole series of depressions, 
wealth, an ocean teeming with fish and of dark days, weeks, and months when men 
providing strategic trade outlets, a temperate lived in insecurity and fear, umble to keep 
climate,-are these not factors which make body and sou! together. All this happened 
for a happy and contented people ? Whv before the world depression of 1929. fhat 
then do our people languish? Why are. papicular depiession merely accentuated the 
communities being deserted? Why are (..traditions in our p,.rt of the world and 
there mass movements of our youth to other brought out the I act that not only Eastern 
•ands? Thirty years ago a group of com- Canada but all Canada— and the world for 
’Ttunity leaders in eastern Nova Scotia began th :t matter —were in the same boat, 
to ask those questions of the Maritime
Provinces. Some of these were college T he educational system was also submitted 
Professors, others were agriculture workers, to u severe ond critical examination during 
•till others were clergymen in rural parishes this ten year period Lr?tween 1920 and 1930. 
Qn a certain date these people did not come l he conclusion* reached were not hunpv 
together and dedicate themselves as a group one.i. fhe ;.,ieut iiusaa u .-„uti. were b, ,vuig
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our schools without even a good ground- among the ‘rejects of the old educational 
ing in th* three R ’s, much leas an orientation system. This did not mean that the so-called 
in the principles and techniques esential for educated classes did not need adult educa- 
community life. The teachers, especially tion. It simply meant that the education of 
in the rural areas, were underpaid and under- the masses was more important. In our 
trained. They could hardly be expected to day the rank and hie were ta.dng on aome- 
do more than carry on according to a routine thing in the nature of a personality and they 
schedule of mechanical studies; certainly were doing what was oncejlone by dynamic 
they made no appreciable effort to gear the and individual leaders 1 he program was 
curriculum *o that the pupils would be better to reflect itself principally in the social-politi- 
fitted to resume the callings of their parents, cal but above all in the economic field. 1 he 
For the 10 per cent of the pupils who reach- reception this program of adult education 
ed High School and for the I per cent who was to receive was a tribute to the faith of 
reached college, education was merely a way the people in the idea that education, despite 
out from the so-called humble calling to the its failings in the past, was the main instru- 
profeasional and big business openings. ment of human progress.
The philosophy that there is always room on , , £ ,, ,
the top prevailed everywhere. The energetic No apology was made for the stress on
and ambitions urnong boys und girls were the economic. The economic nee e ° 
encouraged to seek the most desirable stressed. Permanent economic poverty and 
positions in professional and business life. social insecurity was threatening life ltsel , 
They were encouraged also to do it in the com- was closing the road to culture and stifling 
petitive way and this meant holding out to the very yearning, of the human soul for 
hem the very questionable objective of happiness Moreover those in charge were 

achieving success over the dead bodies ol Prepared to defend this approach by an 
their fellow-men. The philosophy seeped appeal to fundamental principles of education, 
down even to the parents. Fanners sent It was in that field that the ordinary man .  
their sons to High School or College so that interests were keenest It was in that held 
thev might escape the drudgery of farm life. also that the practical problems crying lor
The coal miners, the fishermen, and the solution could be found, and success in these
lumbermen talked the same language to would lead men on to other conquests. It
their children. The bright child was chosen was never intended that the final >b,ec ,ve
for a different career than that into which he of this program of adult education should 
was born. Toe net result w a* to make educa be confined to material things. 1 he primary 
tion the supply centre for the professtons and ^mphasrs on man » material well-being was 
big business. The whole system pre-supposed based on the conviction that between this 
the existence of a sodden, dull mass of material we -being and man s cultural and 
peasantry as the necessary soil on which the spiritual welfare theie is a veiy intimate con- 
privileged few should grow. nection and that the conquest ... this field
1 14 would enable them to tuke up other problems

The Extension Department of St. Francis of a cultural ai d spiritual nature. Already 
Xavier University, Antigoniah, Nova Scotia this objective is being achieved, 
was the product of this common study.
Their program was one of adult education A  complete blueprint of all the education-
through group action in the economic and al techniques to be used and practical pro- 
social field. I heir objective was a ne w order jects to be taken up was not issued when the 
to supersede the old. 1 he new order was Extension Department of St. F. X. University 
not to be a mere patchwork of the old — lor was opened in 1928. The founders were 
the old had too many vital and basic fruits. themselves pioneer# and had much to learn. 
Nor was it to be something entirely new. 1 he com .iunity meeting to arouse the people, 
1 liis was an impossibility since it would the organization of study clubs on a coinmu- 
involve a new human nature, u new te h- rntv-wide basis to discuss common problems
nolo'/y and » new not of institutions. The and a follow up of community group action—
program of the Antigonish men called for a all thene were accepted as bssic principles ; 
ne v manipul rtion of the social forces already other details were to be developed as needs 
inherent in society. I he sociel pattern and opportunities arose. Conferences of an 
resulting from this manipul .dun would give educational and business nature, leadership 
all men an equality and opportunity and a courses lasting from three to six weeks and 
free access to the good and abundant life, taking place either at the University or the 
The primary field of ..prtuuon was to be local community, radio forumsVjth organized
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listening -in groups, lecture courses for urban necessarily a continuous program of educa- 
workers, films slides and literature of all tion The ups and downs of business, above 
kinds have been brought into play to reinforce all the downs, involve meetings and more 
the U3 e and efficacy or the core technique, meetings, first for the directors and then for 
the study club. fo think, to learn, to do, has membership at large. If there is success, the 
been the central theme. question is, *' What next ? ”  If there is threat-

. . , f . . , ened failure, the question is ” Why ?”  One
lhe practical results of this educational project leads to another. The attack on 

program are evident in the fields of finance, community problems is never cofined to one 
consumption, production, marketing and but is aimed at a number of problems Intti- 
° l f ^ n V1Cej. *n. the Mf litimes’ there are tutions owned by the peop e thus become 
about 4f>U credit umons with assets of almost democratic cells, focal points of community 

mil-ion and a membership of 70,000. education which will eventually make the 
there are 150 co-operative stores with an country strong and free, 

annual turnover of 89 million. Co-operative
wholesales do a $ 6  million business. United t> ]• c c ■ . . .
Maritime Fishermen, a central organization . ^ ‘^ r o m  economic serfdom is beginn- 
a9 signed for the fishermen of the three pro- °  3 itself in oui political life. Where
vinces, do a business of f  2 million. Other me? are economically free they are inclined 
fishery co-ops, unaffiliated with the central ,.e po‘ltlcahy Where people are
organization, added another million. Hous- v ‘ ta y concerned in the business of a nation, 
ing and hospitalization are outstanding f ej  a .e m£° rei apt .1? mA e a study of the 
achievements. There are over 252,C0Q in the budget’ the tariff and other governmental
hospitalization scheme. Seven co-oDerative m° VecS Democracy lta full and complete 
housing groups are already in operation and “ nplies the participation by all
many more in the process of study. In all, tbe people >n tbe vital political, economic,
85 houses have been built and wheneveJ and Cult/ T  proCeS3eS ^ciety. The pro-
possible they are located on substantial lots ? ra"? ° f La®tern, Canada. IS ^oing just that. 
0f ]ancj. *n the world of international politics, this

particular program of adult education gives 
The other-than-practical results are even tbe ordinary citizen a sense of “  belonging,” 

more impressive There is a spring in the a conviction that /vhat he is doing here at 
step, a new glint in the eyes of the ordinary home will help first his community, then the 
man. Education means something to him country or which lie is a citizen, and even- 
personally, to his neighbor next door. For dually the World itself. 1 he thought that in 
them it will help unlock the secrets of life and ever-v. country there are thousands of other* 
develop all their possibilities. Not every working not for private gain but for com mu* 
man has been reac lied and motivated. 1 hat uity bettei ment, gives a sense of reality to 
would be expecting too much of the educa- conviction,
tional process in the short peiiod of fifteen
years. In every community however, there is The lethargy, the selfishness, and the ocea- 
a stirring, a leavening of the whole group sional disloyalties of the peop'e, the pooh- 
There was another reason for the farmer- pooh or belligerent attitude of businessmen, 
fishermen or urban worker to feel confident. indifference of the professional men, the 
lhe task of securing a living was no longer disdain of the academic minded, differences 
to be subjected to the jungle law. Cruel, in religion, race, and politics, limitations of 
relentless competition was to be replaced by staff a nd budgf t are the problems to be faced, 
the practical application of charity and social Most of these will never reallv disappear. In 
justice. 1 fie welfare of one s neighbor was to tact, the founders of the Anticoni, h Move- 
become as one s own welfare. ment -  as this program of education ,s called

ry-, , would not want them to dis ppenr. 1 hear
here is a hope, almost a guarantee, for problems provide lhe furnace fire in which 

the future. Economic projects, of their nature, men are purified and made citizens ol a 
are permanent and around them will revolve living democracy.
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New Concept in Adult Education*
By JOHN MACKEY - MURE, -y

' Editor of “ Further Education ”

The growth of adult education in Britain At tne acne time, although local educa-
has been achieved in a wav which can .best tion autl.oiitii a h «vc- nqui.e.l this new respon- 
be described as “ tipicnllv English A  sibility, it is not iu*em!td that they become 
stranger who was concerned to study the the sole „genu ;.<v-ding adult education. 
Elnglish educational system; would probably It is specifically laid -down i , the Act — and 
start by assuming that the n isibility for repeated by the Minister of Education in his 
adult education rested upon the b idles res- directive to lac d education authorities requir- 
ponsible for oth-r f.'i ins ot education. ing them to submit their schemes for further

. . .  , education *o him before April I, 1948 -  that
He would, however, d.8 Cover,pn enquiry they „,iH "when preparing any scheme for 

!h ,t responsibility tor adult education was. further education, h .ve regard to any fad ities 
unul April i, 194J, die concern of i.iree differ. for furlh- r education provided . . .  by univer- 
ent agencies me Uuiver.ities, various sitfeej eiuciiion >1 association*. and other 
Voluntary Organisations and certain Local bodies, ’ and con-rnlt with such bodies in the 
Education Authorities. Ho would-also disco- prep:.i .tion of the schemes, 
ver a variety of institutions — controlled
and inniti! lined by these agencies and offer- ' The recult is the he 1thv and vvholeliear- 
mg a choice ol su-jjeem mngmg from iccoun- tec] recognition of the principle that, although 
fancy to zoology whi -h have inherited universities, voluntary organisations and
traditions from the early days when the |ocal education authorities have each a contri- 
Mechanica lc ,'itules. tue ! ,o..-techn,c». bution to make mid ought to-be recognised 
University Extension L tenures, the W orkers a„ working partners, adult education must be 
Ldu^honJ  A ^ c r i h o r ,  thC i .  w L. A., and regarded as an ijite^r A part the education- 
the Trade Union and Lo-operative move- a| 8>,8 tem, controlled and maintained by the 
meats c. their Experimental classes and adrhinistrativ/> machinery which h is been
lecture courses for adults. statutorily ere led.

T in ;  c h a n c e d  j .m i 'H vsis - w ,D , . SCOH;
Legally the position h.ia now changed.

rh.it formerly waa permi local this revolutionary Change'— for such it
/ tion authorities h .a^now be n made manda- undoubtedly is —, h i,« be n m-.de possible as 

to -' 'ui<hoiihes <\ ivi '>• the /  A  r ;■»- fi.(- result of n«^v » tllinfjii.. a to  perceive the
M-» i A  :l, 1944, %\‘'cn. (tid ies in .elation vvi e scope of <ulu!l edu • lion. 1 In*- classical
lo ad" ■ edne *-*''■ r 1 ’ ' *' • ie (irfi- f; >,» — <d th i hi h has hitherto
it is a duty of loc I educ tioi authorities to limited the rmge ns well us the scope of adult
secure the provision of ndequ-te facilities for education — w.-.a given in the old Adult
further education.* ind to prej are nd submit £  iuo tion Regulations as ‘ ‘ courses' designed
to the Minister of Education, schemes of f M  the liberal education of a d u l t s a  dehni-
further education their areas, giving parti- iiorv v hi. h, although unobjectionable, is
c»l »* 1,1 -'v ' '■ >1 'VI - > II .'. u: • 11-’ v pr. pose to  hardly helpful in delimiting the field of study.
make. _  _ , ________

•Tin- . ii"'" > f V ' i ' i n M  .ii. ii. c.i'.oiien tins I . «rj,*-lv ns a nr.i/l : f vv .r ini. , xperlencea
.. ! exp r( tents in the Fighting and Civil ririmtry <nr( ml m rt mu iry luco m - n .1 lurtlic. i . r c l . ,.educirlan wfthtn the irsm.-.r Uetenc^ SerVU-ea, adult education is now 

work ' ■ - i... Juir 1 1-ic reg » mil •• ■•mb' -t . ng tin; i to vision of such
isdefined u: ■ varied •tivitiea : ...omruunity centres where

* (a) falhllnw and psW'tlm*«d 1 ; •■■r pen ms neighbours call pc, gi ti er activities of
cornmdit interest, regular ol.issea and courses 

ftb li'i.urc-rliin (iLcnt'Silji HI .u-.'K or„aiil2,d of study in both i mid intellectual
aikuf tl 'iitlr.lrttf and iL.r-M i c nr ” In m u- , l . . •> ' . i t

hc-lr requiismsnts fat any ‘ ! ’ *;>lor,.„u». n lomna. dubs and mao.
pci.ii.m ,VM c .r,,|-.it,iy ".ho 4 v.*Ik>' cic'.ima o.i inen and women interested in
■.hi.' ribk j.nl "l.c.i: i. . j i by the fuclll- gardening nutund history, chess or music, 
ilc pro " I thnt .I'.. ■ • ai»<Hi»yion 2'... '' ’ c-.'i" k shows' 4*.  t

*
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exhibitions and libraries. The significnnee of The number of people who fire ready to
such a list, which is intended to be illustra- take advantage of formal educational facilities
tive rather thin exhaustive, is the extent to is, it must be frankly admitted, relatively
which it underlines the changing concept of small. (The number of students in formal
adult education. classes has increased since pre-war years

when it averaged just over two per cent, of 
“ It is," as an eminent English education- the pooularion, but it is unlikely that it has yet

ist h is written, “  vit I that, while the imoor- exceeded five per cent ). But the majority
tance of the older forms of adult education of men and women can be interested in- prac-
must be ever present to our minds, we should deal subj cts more particularly in an atmos-
not shrink from the im lica*ions of this phere which is full and infoimal, and in
broader conception of adult education, which which activities-and responsibilities are shared
must result in the acceptance by education appropriately among all concerned,
authorities and organisations of responsibili­
ties for activities which once would have Mew VonSures.
been deemed hardly fitting for such bodies to
associate themselves with.” Although shortages of labour and materi­

als are delaying the erection of Community 
= Centres, many local education authorities are,

like Kent Education Committee which has 
These words express the viewpoint: of the recently opened education centres in such

Ministry of E ducation  ; and the following.sen- characteristically different communities aa
fences are taken from an official publication ; Sidcup and i unbridge \X ells, adapting exist­

ing premises and finding the membership too
"The conditions brought about by the large f°* the impr0vised accommodation.

war have emphasised these terdencies-.-One mi d t r  „  . ■ .
of the most striking and gratifying features of . ‘ he Duieau of Current Affairs, sponsored
education during the war has been the per- by the Carnegie Umted kingdom Trust and 
sistence with which adu’t classes pursued publishing fortnightly senes of current affair
their course in spite of blackouts, blitzes and discussion briefs and map reviews on the
overtime. After an initial check in the earlv hnes of those so long familiar to the Forces, 
days of 1939-40, thev rot onlv recovered has already secured an est bh-hed place as
their pre-war strength but bv 1943 bad actu- a provisioning body in adtilt education,
ally exceeded in numbers tbe level of 1939-
More widely still, in the Forces and Civil The report of the Arts Council for 1946-47
Defence Services, men and women, partly records that, although the special wartime
under compulsion and parti’ through volun- conditions which led to the enthusiastic recep-
tary initiative, and with considerable help tion of canteen concerts has disappeared,
from authorities, h-ve made contact with a there is an increasing demand lor tin help
wide variety of interests that can properly be of the Council in establishing Industrial Music
described as educational... It is of the grea- Cluhs which meet weekly or fortnightly in
test importance that bn'h authorities and conditions of leisure after working bouts,
voluntary organisations should ensure, so far
as they can and as soon as thev can. that Again there is a vast expulsion of the
these men and women will not seek in vain provision of the accommodation and "  Hides
for opportunities to pursue similar intersts in for residential adult education 1 - J of the 
civilian life.’ ’ new centres are Wedgwood Mem ri 4 ( allege,

Barlaston Hall, which t9 being built no experi
To attempt to estimate the value of the mentally bv the Nortlf St i ” m d T i,-,- Committee . 

multifarious activities of the Services in adult for Adult Education ; Urchfont M \nnr, which 
education is too big a tagk, but certain broad baa been opend under the auspices of Wiltshire
generalisations may be permitted. Sometimes Education Committee, and liiunn Mmor....
the seed fell on stony ground, and sometimes more ambitious project- in which a number 
the seed was of poor quality, but it is becom- of local education authorities are jointly fil­
ing increasingly manifest t h i  manv men and forested. All of these an* residential colleges \ <
women are, fo r the first time, regarding adult offering courses in modern studies o 1 up to u
education as a normal anc] necessary activity. month, including some students from industry
But it must be adult education in the 'broad- who have been released by fiefi employers^ 
est sense. for this purpose.



Pooling of Experience cation. But, gigantic as this task must neces-
Lasthr, there is the recognition of the need SariJy il is not tke o n ^ ~ o r  the most im- 

for co-operative effort and for the pooling of of Pre8ent work in ac!ult
administrative experience in the creation of 3  IOn
the National Foundation for Adult Education.

Today, more than ever, it is realised that 
It is indeed, abundantly clear that there the educated man is one capable of enter- 

is tod y both a new concept and a taining himself, capable of entertaining a 
new spirit in the field of adult stranger, and capable of entertaining a new 
education. What Sir Percy Meadow did in idea. If he cannot entertain himself, he io a 
launching the rural adult education scheme burden to himself. If he cannot entertain a 
of the Lancashire County Council, and what stranger, he is anti-social. If he cannot enter- 
the Village Colleges of Cambridge were tain a new idea, he has no place in a demo- 
founded to achieve is now being attempted cratic society. To give him each and all of 
on a national scale—the co-ordinated orga- these capacities is now recognised to be the 
nisation of all existing facilities for adult edu- task of adult education. (  B . l .  S . )

*

VISUAL AIDS TO EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA
Film and Pidoriil Worfy at University Centre 

By CHARLES LYNCH

Extensive use of visu d aids in education Fullest possible use is made of the produc-
has been developed on the most up-to-date tion facilities of the Australian National Film
lines in Australia, where a modern Visual Board, and also of established commercial
Aid Centre has been established at the Uni- film producing laboratories.
versify of Melbourne, Victoria. . ,  r , ,teacher training in the use o l hlms a n a

Founded in association with the Royal the operation of projection equipment is 
Australian Air Force, it produces all types of supplied, and scientific investigation has been
these ..ids to instruction and teaching, carried out into the question of student

Among them are charts, diagrams, film reaction, 
strips, slides, and silent and sound 16mm One interesting test conducted has shown 
motion pictures. that rjgidly factual films are more effective

A library of 16 mm. sound and silent ‘han thoae which contain element, of enter-
i i r.i • . . i L tainment. 1 he student reaction to the me e-educational turns is maintained, teachers are r i -u i ,i ■ £ ■ . . , , , vancies was one of bewilderment, but thetrained in t 'e  use of visual aids, and research r , i ci ., ■ i . ,i . i • . ,i . rr ,• , i . tactual him gives them a simple picture thatis conducted into the most effective techni- i ’  picture iu“ir .i • . | can be easily understood,ques tor their pr ictical use.

„  i . The Centre’s facilities are available to all
When the Centre was established within secondary schools, particularly those in the 

the University as a logical local,on, Squadron State of Victoria, of which Melbourne is the 
I .emler N I I k .smith 1 B A ,B Sc., was appoin- capita|. The Centre also supplies educational 
h d Director, and it has been due to h,s jn3titutions in other States, as it is the only 
■me,Hy .uid enthusiasm that the scope of the one of i t 8  type attached to an Australian 
impodaut work has expanded and developed University, and there are also very few in the 
under peacetime conditions. - British Empire.

The Centre, has played a notable part in The Centre is a non-profit organisation,
changing the .Australian educational outlook The work is subsidised by the Government 
from one which regarded the film a* an enter- grant and University funds, and practically all 
I.lining luxury to an essential instrument in the equipment has been made in the Univer** 
post-war education. sity workshop#,

8 VISUAL AIDS TO EDUCATION
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Because of the facilities of the Melbourne rette equipped with Australian-built pro- 
Univereitys this Australian visual aid Centre jectoro.
offers probably the cheapest service of this Officers and men from {he Royal Austra-
class anywhere in the world Fdm .tups ape ^  {he posU, Department, the
supplied to schools at Rs. 1/4 each, and their Department Qf Works and Housing and
preparation is supervised by lecturers from government authorities frequently
the various faculties. > attend screenings at the theatrette. and repre-

Before a teacher can obtain the degree of 3ent itives of the various churches also attend 
Bachelor of Education* he or she must pre- view filmc on religious subjects,
pare an approved paper on aspects of visual . , , n
aids and the importance of the subject in the For the training or teachers, the en re
University curriculum ic increasing each year. conduct* lectures in the Lommerce ea re
c , . . ~ . of the Universityoubj®ds Uov©rodl

Among the subjects covered by the hund- For 1947 the subjects covered included 
reds of 16 mm filmo regularly made avail- Investigation* into the Effectiveness of Visual 
table to schools and educational institutions Aid, Modern Developments in Education, 
are engineering, phy.iology, hygiene, medi- Australian National Library and its Function.} 
cina, first aid, physic., botany, psychology, Problem, of Production, Types of Visual Aid 
vocational guidances, teaching, social studies Equipment, and psychological factor, in
and a number of miscellaneous Subjects. Teaching with Visual Aids-
Many of the executives of Melbourne, lead- e a,go included an exhibition of
ing industrial companies attend regularly the duced by the Australian National
screening of the latest films on industrial p.. g oard 
management and on staff relationships. These 1 m
are obtained by the Centre from overseas The importance of the work now being

■ countries. carried out in Melbourne will eventually result
Screening of technical films is also in visual aid centres being e s ta b l ish e d  in

carried out in a special sound-wired theat- other Australian universi ies.

B O O K  REVIEWS — *23*-
BIOGRAPHY IN TEACHING. ductory note for this adult edition sketching

, „  ,. , ,  n - the tragic situation which has developed in
'■ 1 he Prophets of the East edited by Irof. our )and duting the last 12 month, to serve 

L)iwan Chand Sharma. Page l lo  rub isneis ag a background against which the«e pro- 
Longmans Green & Co. phets can be viewed.

We welcome this further edition of thta i_irn/-\cr .  u c n n ik i c r  e,c  Li mni i c
■wise little book. It is good to h ,ve presented HEROES &  HEROINES OF H I N D U S -
side bv side in brief compass the lives of JAN Prof N S. Takakhav. M A. Page 114.
three spiritual teachers who grew up in the R .’  M s. P.dmaja• . 1 ! ubheatmns naroda-v-trient.

A 9 one would expect, the presentation bv At a time when knowledge of India a
Prof. Diwan Chand Sharmn is catholic and worthies ofthe past is neither deep nor wide- 
broad-minded. He hr,, brought out the spread among our people this little book 
main characteristics in the lives of these men which deals with the lives of Gautain Buddha, 
through incidents and anecdotes from their Ashoka, Kabir, Akb r. Chand Bibi, Shivaji 
lives and has successfully resisted the temp- and Ahalyn Bai is to be welcomed. Prof, 
tation to indulge in generalization* and the Takakhav has done well in including two 
temptation to moralise. He has let the lives women of different faiths in his book 
of these prophets speak for themselves. treatment of these characters is mair

A special effort should be made at this cripiive. 
time to put before our people factual stories The publishers are to be ^ d ,  
of these three prophets. We would suggest on the simple illustrations tbquare, London, 
therefore that M/s. Longmans. Green & Co ded, but we would suggest k 
should think of bringing out an edition  t.speci-  books are needed by our a<’_ do 
* fit d e s ig n e d  f o r  adu lts. Perhaps Prof. by matvic and pre-matrig sti 
Shsrma can be persuaded to write an 1 . ‘ r - bo presented in a general s

-ondon.

0



THE SPIRIT OF INDUS'RIAL RELATIONS must “ form their own views of what they
by Prof. H. S. Kirk 'Idy Oxford want" and evolve “ best method to get it, as

M • •. o o  mo well as to lead and guide their own organi-
Umversity Press Pages 1.-8 zations wihout any outside help” . For this

The book is based on seven lectures education is necessary', 
delivered by Professor Kirkaldv at Jamshed- The main burden of Prof. Kirkaldy’s
pur in December, 1946 as the Perin Memo; lectnres is: for successful, happy and cordial 
rial Lectures under the auspices of the Tata industrial relations between capital and 
Iron 6 c Steel Co. Ltd. Proicssor Kirkeldy labour, not legislation but proper spirit i9 

who is Professor of Indu9tri .1 ReLtions in the necessary and for inculcation of proper spirit, 
University of Cambridge has treated the sub- proper understanding and proper perspec- 
ject on which he has enough mastery, in a (iVe is needed and these can be had by 
very sound, practical and unbiased manner. education.

His lectures on trade Unionism, the He makes a plea for mutual agreement and
Legal Regulation of Industrial conditions, is against both ^voluntary arbitration as well 
Incentives in Industry, Social Security, Joint aS compulsory arbitration, for he believes 
Consultation and the International Libour that human element in mankind should so 
Organization are of special interest to em- develop that respect for each other may 
ployees as well as trade union workers. generate the feeling of giving each his due. . 
They are both instructive and irtformative. He doubts whether in the absence of proper

Prof. Kirkaldv rightly maintains that training and education. ‘ even compulsory 
trade unionism “ is a movement within the arbitration would succee d to achieve its 
state and not above it-5 and the basis of objective, therefore his is a cry for educating 
sound industrial relation is “cooperation properly the people the capitalists as well 
within the existing economic order whit ver as the • wage earners. .Although he uses the 
that may be” , but he grants the trade unions woM “ education” sparingly, yet that is “ the 
the right to work for any change in the spirit of the book
economic structure necessary for the ultimate The book is well got up but suffers from
well being of the workers, although that, he bad binding which, hardly one expects from 
warns, wou'd be . / ‘source o' disunity among an Oxford University Press publication, be 
the Workers’’, He suggests that the workers it from the Indian Branch.

NEWS from FA El and NEAR —*»
LITERACY WORKS BY MADRAS COLLEGE STUDENTS”

The Madras Government previously took ing methods were also arranged. Each 
no responsibility for adult education, but the student undertook to teach at least on illite- 
Present government realize that it should form rate to read during the long vacation. When 
an integral put of the educ t or. ! ip stem. colLees re-open, reports are to be sent to 
At the present time Adult Education has a the Director of Public Instruction through 
place in the Madras education budget and a the Principals'of Colleges
special officer has been appointed to promote Some student? living in Madras are help-
adult literacy The programme ou'lined by ing in adu't education centres, run by the 
government includes adult edu.r tion courses corporation of Madras or by the W  omen’s 
for college students, and in March-April, We! I- ire Associ tion. Other students are 
1948, before the 1 ong v - tion, lav:'f training teaching illiterates in or near their homes, 
courses in ndult litem \ were attended hv It is too soon to evaluate fully the result of 
three hundred and fort. «ev»n men and this effoit. The special officer, however, Hs 

tt women volunteers belon g t o / V' c  I raining hopeful. Fie has received reports of adults 
energyMegcs in Madras city. I he h n<th of these h iving been made literate in twenty five days, 
import.!in'# varied liom one d . to si- d . 1  he schefile owes its inspiration to Gandhiji’s 
under peaceful was given i" the c'r> miv tion of message to students. During the long vaca- 

: V centres, tin use o! L'ubach tion students will stay in the villages" and 
fl ic centre h.-pn p-.r.-.iion (d other reading offer to conduct classes for adults, and to 

(•.hanging die Aust.-hin,? of r d *. g mcs. and in teach the rules of sanitation to the villages 
from one which •. IV »•■.:.• mi'riiion# of teach and attend to ordinary cases of illness.
1 ,lining luxury to an _...... ..... .... .
post-war education " ,  ! ‘ '•i-t-..;.lici’s Secondary -lechers’ Training College. Madras for J

10 ‘  n e w s '  f r o m  FA R  a n d  n e a r



B O O K S  O N  A D U 1 L T  E D U C A T I O N
So often the Editor of this Journal i3 asked to suggest books on Adult Education, 

it is not possible to supply individual needs. A shortlist is, therefore, being included in 
this issue of the Journal. This is only suggestive and by no means exh rustive. People 
who will read a few books mentioned, will by reading them find out about other books.

Title. Authjr. Publishers.

1. Cotinuation Schools in M, E. Sadler Manchester University'
England and Elsewhere.

. .  1 he Adult School Movement G Currie Martin National Adult School Union,
Its origin and Development M. A., B. D. 300 Bloomsbury Street,

London, W. C. 1.
3. Adult Schools Ernest Chempress 1 he Religious Edr. Press

A story in pioneering Manon Rd. Wallington.
4. Colleges for Adult Schools EdnI. Settlements Assn.

8 , Ensleigh Gardens,
London, W C. 1 .

5. Adult Education in Practice Robert Peers Macmillan & Co. Ltd London,

6 . Adult Education in Great A symposium arranged 1 he Br. Instt. of A. E.
Britain & United States of by W. E. Willi m Evan Bros. Ltd London.
America

7. Learn 8 ; Live 1 he Consumer’s W E. Williams, ,, ,,
view of aduit education Secy, of Br. Instt. of A. L.

A. E Plealth Prof, of Phil.
University College,
Swansea.

8 . Adult Educe lion After A report of an Enquiry Oxford University Press,
the War. made for the Btitish London.

Instt. of Ad Edn.
9. Citizen Centres Sir Richard Livingstone Cambridge University Press.

10. The future in Education —do— —do —
11. Education for a world Adrift — do— — do—
12. Further Education ® Br. Ministry of Education H. M. S Office.

Pamphlet 8

13. University Extention in R. M. Grumman,
Action University of North Carolina

Press U. S. A.
14. 1 ell the people Pearl S Buck John Day, N. Y.

(Mass Education in China)
15. Regional Survey of Adult J. Ozutni Ain. Assn, for Ad. Edn. N. Y

Education
15A Staples Reconstruction Digests Staples Press, London.

What People lhink No 7 
Education Part 4

16. School for life— F. M ig uel Forster Faber & Faber Ltd,
A  story of People’s College 24, Russell Square, London,
in Sweden

17. Education in Democracy J. Christmas Miller —do —
dhe Folk High School & Katherine Watson
of Denmark.

18. dhe smaller Democracies Sir E. D. Simon Gollancz. London.

II



Title• Aurthor, Publishers,

19. .Enlightened Selt-Interest Dorothy Rowsen Am. Assn, for Adult
Education N. Y.

20. Man Made Culture Frank Ernest Hill — do—

21. Liste'n & Learn —do— —do—
22. Why Forums ? Mary L. Ely — do
23. About Education C. E. M. Joad. Faber & Faber Ltd,

24, Russell Square, London.

24. Further Educlatiou 1 0, Great Turnstile, Condon,
W. C. I, England.

25. Community Service News Community Service, Inc. Yellow Springs, Ohio.
26. Community Community Chests an d  135, East 44 St , New Yoik

Councils, Inc 17, N. Y.
27. Adult Education Bulletin National Education 1201 Sixteenth Si., Washington

Associations, b, D. C.
28. 1 ho Booklet American Library 50 East Huron St., Chicago

Association, II, Illinois.
29. Anu.-ric.in Unity Council Against 17, East 42 Si , New York 17,

Intolerance in America, N. Y.
3l). New Journal National Education 1201 Sixteenth St., Washington

Association 6 , L). C. "
31- Extension Service Review Superintendent ol Government Printing Office,

Documents, Washington 25, D. C.
32. Literacy in India R. V. Parulekar Macmillan & Co. Bombay.

J  .3. India.i Adult Education N. G. Ranga, M.L A.
Movement

34. Ihe Indian Educational Oxford University Press Bombay.
System
Chapter on Adult Ldn.

35. (he Indian Journal of (Available for reference Quaker Centre,
Adult Edn at University Librariss) 24, Rajpur Road, Delhi.
Volumes 1 to IX

36. Fundamental Education R M Chetsingh —do—
in India

37. India Shall be literate Laubach Mission Press, Jubbulpore.
3H. Suggestions foi the le.H'hing Menzel Oxfoid University Press,

ol Reading in lndi i

12 BOOKS ON A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N —(con/t/.j
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Purpose of Adult Education
By K G. SAIY1DA1N

Educational Adviser to the G vernment of Bombay.

AN educated de- I c 1 of the people ao
mocracy. sway- The P“ rPOse cf the Adu.t Education thnt t’ney might
ed by random movement ic not tho mere teaching of the | distinguish between

gusts of fan ticisn. mysteries of the alphabet to reluctant adults self-seekers a n d
und prejudice unu i , . ■ L il i- t i j  true social servants,- , , but to enrich the lives of our people and L . . . .invitingly respon- • , I between incitement
sive to ihe nrachi- contribute to tho development of their to fanaticism which
nations of self-see- critical faculties and social sense. In this finds an easy acceas
king demagogues ar}jcU, {he vvriicr tells us how this could ! to ° ur lower “ “ turc
can be a greater ; . and appeals to
menace to peace, dono- decency and truth
security and h. ppi-  ̂ ir which challenge
ntss than anv other form of Government. our higher nature. This has become one of

To ssy so is not to decry democracy but die mjj° r problems of adult education today 
to safegu rd it against the possible corruption because the new and powerful modi., of mass 
of its moral and intellectual content. Our communication threaten to swamp all indepe- - 
primary concern ns educ; tionists should be ndence of thought and judgment and make 
to strengthen the intellectual and moral it possible for strong and influenti-l vested 
defences of democracy against two dangers— intciests to proouce set patterns of thought 
the uncritical and credulous acceptance ot * and conduct in hundreds of human beings, 
propaganda an truth and the breakdown of When we think of the tremendous pro-
the sense of social solidarity. blem, created by the war and its aftermath,
Catching Votes by our politi.il freedom and by the division

The advent o f . political freedom and ° !  pitifully inadequate
deino'.ratic institutions in our 'country find* 6 ° ,  C ie "lr*c. °  11 r ec V;. tlo.ri * lat
us unprepared, morally and mentally to we l p i n i n g  unci p r i d i n g  in our
shoulder the gre t new responsibilities eent.ea , 0 °r r.d ît dfci.tres are dj.xb, drefvry
which it hbs brought in its ti&in. In order to ° [l l' i.'V‘V t'U ln  ̂ ,1L̂  1 U'-]uaiified
gain political .influence and power, unicrupu- 'in  ̂ 1 .JTk' °  _ undei paid-workers labour
lous persons ns well as good 'ones have to ') ®“ L ‘ ,c rn; »lenes of the alphabet to reluc- 
seek the votes of the “ masses". Now, there * l • 1 - * there under duress. But
are two ways in which these votes can be '*. ? * "  11 1V A , , 1 1 °"* People ' d of them arc 
won—either through devoted and ipnostenta- a f lo raf, , an .wnle _? It will only provide 
tious service which seeks to raise their moie gu 1>e '»  ere ulous m terisl for the 
material and cultural standards or through , * m ’go-,ue* ot r,lie PreS* a" d the platform, 
the exploitation oi their ignorance and the , e niucl lf“rtrore approach the problem 
prejudices which are often associated with ,ronl an e,lt>rH> different and revolutionary 
it Ihe first is a difficult and uphill path an£--e
which is chosen only by peisons of high M our pi ns for adult education we must
moral calibre, those who are anxious to give Pfty apcci 1 attention to two large and new 
and not to grab, Ihe latter is the easy end groups refugees who have gone through 
downhill path where one can count on the frightful sufferings and have become soured 
demoralising help of.the downward mom-n- mid embittered in consequence and exsoldi- 
111 m In a democracy these two types are er» who have lost respect for lile and its more 
always in conect, and its ultimate (ate tender values. Ih e  dawn of freedom was 
c spends largely on which of ihern is able to marred by disgraceful .rets o( inhumanity in 
Wuinph and gain the confidence and support which members of ill communities participat- 
°  'he people. ed- I o educationists, the significant fact is
A Major P Ui dint ^ e y  fittve been committed and that they

O  , r. £m pro duced a pathological situ,\ti°n which has
cuti \ °  L Primt" y  objects of adult edu- left a deep scar on the spiiit of millions of 

on should be to strengthen the critiud sense our fellow men arid women.
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Another factor which his aggr.vated the to the development of their critical faculties
Situation is the repercussion of History's most and their socid Sanae that they may distin-
bloody and inhuman war on the people of guish between the true and false in the realm
the world including our own. A world that of knowledge and the good and bad in the
allows itself to drift into such a war, that realm of conduct If it is to play it3 partin
spends billions on propaganda to instil the the renaissance of national life,‘ adult centres’
belief that mass homicide is the highest must become dynamic “ social” centres,
manifestation of patriotism and service, that focussing the actu d and potential cultural
exalts violence into a creed and justifies the resources of the local community, making the
atom bomb — a world guilty of such follies members actively interested in their own
and crimes does not return to normalcy as improvement and providing an environment 
soon as the actual fighting is over. and an atmosphere in which that interest can

be joyfully translated into co operative and 
Moral Values growing activity.

The most urgent task of adult education j .  ^  end Joy
today, therefore, is not teaching people to ’ “ “
read and write or to add to their knowledge T, s ,IS no  ̂ merely desirable but also
or even to improve their generd efficiency— possible in all places where a few sincere,
important as all these objectives are—but to socially minded workers are available and
concentrate on their social and moral re-edu- they h eve the benefit ol intelligent guidance,
cation and to re-assert the primacy of those inspired by imagination. No community
moral and spiritual values which ultimately persons, however ignorant and oppressed 
give meaning to life. No nation can survive ^  burden of m king a living, will reject
for long, either physically or morally', if its persistently all attempts to bring a little light
conscience, its sense of right or wrong, its anP an gond fellow-ship into their
capacity for impartial judgment becomes lives. They would welcome the chance to
atrophied, s‘ t anc‘ smoke together in the evenings, to

sing songs, to stage little plays and to hear 
Education, broadly conceived and genero- folk-tales bhaj ms and religious poetry. Why

usiy planned should train people to think for not then make a st art in that way and
themsdvesj to sift truth from falsehood and provide, to begin with, just a pleasant meet-
to withstand the pressure of propaginda, !ng ground for villagers where they can
whether communal or political With a well gradually contribute to their own amusement
meaning and progiessive National Govern- and relaxation ?
ment at the helm of affairs, the school, the \ v r a  .1 • 1 ■, ■
radio, the cinema, the theatre and the Press ,Wlth «*•» beg.ntunB it is not at all unlikely
should be regarded as integral parts of a hat some ot those who assemble there may
single educational and cultural pattern, all j -  a ,?Uf their comm° n Pr? bJe " 18 and
aiming 1 0 enrich the life of the people and discuss their common needs and difficulties.
improve their artistic, intellectual, social and *bt \  (WT  * “ l  8tar" nf
moral standards. p0‘ n* lor. th« *°«nat.o.i of d‘ scussion groups

and graclu illy pave the way for courses of 
Education Agencies talks and lectures on subjects of general

c i  l- i i f  1 1 1  interest and usefulness to the membersSuch a policy calls for vision arid a lively memoers.
awareness of the issues involved and their Zeal & Idealism 
dynamic inter-connection with one another.
Government must adopt u bold and far 1 tbe educational worker in charge of
reaching policy to mobilise and encour.,ge lbe cer‘,re j ‘ aa me iTt of leadership and some
the best talent in the country lor retrieving understanding of adult psychology, he may
the film, line radio, the theatre and the Press be ab ê to mibe ’ n,°  a living lorum for the
from the dub inanity that characterises them expression and exchange of ideas and foi­
st present. It is necessary to relax the broadening their interest in current aff iirs.
stranglehold of narrow vested commercial quickening their interest in folk art and
interests on them and visualise them primarily music, not only will their lives be enriched
as agencies of mass education and not as and their appreciation deepened but it may
money-making devices for profiteers without even be possible to save them from falling
a social conscience, helpless victims to the purveyors of inferior,

commercialised art and music. We can also 
The adult education movement must utilise at this stag . partly to win and retain

enrich the lives of our people and contribute their interest and parti} to broaden their

•*



mental horizon, the various viru.nl and audi- the closest and most cordial co operation of 
tory aids like ch itsj films and radio But it all agencies and of all individuals interested 
is only on the wave oi genuine enthusiasm in the welfare of India and her moral survival 
and idealism' that gre it causes . .can be as a nation.
achieved- Adult education therefore needs { S w  d a y  i\cu)$ o f  I n c i a )

Adult Literacy Campaign in Bombay City
Ten Year Plan

TC f̂kclYIantri, B.A ,  B T., (Bomb )
L C-P. (.LcmdJ Dip. Edn. (Edin) M.RS.T. (England) Special Literacy 
. Officer and Secretary, Bombay City Adult Education Committee.

f

TOM ORROW  (16-6-48) work was to study the educational system,
, , - i r  t'ie metbods of teaching and the administra-

Comes to a close, the happiest period ot tion of educational institutions in that country
nearly nine years of my tofSl service of thirty- This was very helpful to me in my subsequent
one years in the spher'e'of education, 1 mean work. 
the service in the leal sense of the t£rm as the
Special Literacy Officer under fhe Bombay A d ult  Education in B o m b a y ,  nine years of the 
City Adult Education Committee almost since Campaign.
its inception. A campaign for liquidating illiteracy from

Mine is a very chequered career covering the aduIt Population of the city of
teaching. inspection, administration and Bombay on an organised asis an on a -arge
organisation. Starting as a teacher in scale was introduced for the first time ,n 1939
Government Secondary' schools nd the dunng the regime of the first Congress-
Mercantile Marine School, Dufferin. 1 worked Ministry. A joint Committee of the social
as a master of 'method in the Government O T e  league and the Local Comrnittee
Secondary Teachers College Administration R e n t e d  by the■ Provincial Board cf Adul 
Officer, School, Board , Deputy Educational Education started the movement ,n AprU of
Inspector, Supdt. to the D P.1,. P.A.. to the that veer. The splendid response which the
Educational Inspector ■ »d finally Special movement evoked from the leaders of all
Literacy Officer and Secretary of the Bomb y unties and the public in genera! encouraged
City Adult F.ducti ,, Cr.mu ;: Gowrnnfc* to take over the compa.gn.

I his was do e in June \ v i v . An influential 
In all these capacities, I could render), Committee wi'h the then Premier and EduCo- 

Service to the Government, to the students, tion Minister Shri B. G. Kher as its President 
teachers as well as the woikv peasants, ’ was constituted to organise the campiign on
which 1 can remember in the rest of my life a permanent basis. Persons holding high
with a feeling o ' happines . id joy. Of this position in the society, including the 1 lon’ble
the closing period of nine years as the Mr. Pakvnsa, Mrs. Mansn Mehta, Shuffi Tyabjl, 
Special Literacy Officer is the h.ppiesl one. Mr. S- K. Patil, Prof. Choksi, the late Sir 

,v,t , . . . .  Frederick Stone, worked on the Committee.
Whether as a teacher or an inspecting Mr. V  D. C.hate, Educational Inspector was

officer t diet not m ic  v coni ine  mv  duties to , c  - , , . n , , , .  ; „ .,1,1;.; „, , , . , i -i .1 appo inted  Spec ia l  l . iteracv (Jlucer, in addit i onthe orthodox routine hut served pupil* °n me . . , ,  . r • r ,ir , L i • i to Ins duties. 1 he hrst session ot ttiefields and teachers .-nd villagt rs on BOcnland p . wag clo(,p<J Bt tlie rn<{ 0f August of
educational plat form 1  hi-gave me the n (urther felt that unless there

'  “ sht into the real m ed , of their ■ .g ^  Ume officer to !ook after the aff
ciuld make the full ua d  - .» of the Committee it was not possible to

my work ir, the- I tlern ■■ l im ii  inn, di ir gtne -, , , • rr ■ ■ r ,1jr woi Kin UK conduct the camp-ign efficiently. If was thus
nine years, y th t 1 w ’ R deputed to woik as the v. hole time

During my one year’s Sta* in the United Special Literacy Officer and took over the 
Kingdom 1 took two educ tioiv 1 diplomas. rhanre at the beginning of October 1939 
one mainly covering the modern Psychologi- The 2 nd session of the campaign was clue to 
cal teats and experiments 1 lowevf r rny main start from December while I had no av  st.nl.
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no whole time clerk, no permannet staff of (c) The Sir Dorab Tata and Sir Ratan Tata 
field workers and no office of the Committee. Trusts were approached and have been mak-

, , , . . . , . . ing an annual grant of Rs. 3 , 0 0 0  and
Immediately r her assuming the duties 1 R8. 1 , 0 0 0  respectively.

appraised the whole position, contacted
private associations, Government Labour However these assumed amounts could 
Welfare Department, social workers as well j}°  ̂ meet the Committee’s even minimum 
as the employers’ representatives and within financial needs.
three weeks submitted my report making (d ) With ,he he, of the bHc spirited
proposals for the conduc of the campaign citizen8i 8ch 0|8 and coJ1 the practice of
as a whole and the following session in staging on entertainment programe and hold-
particular. The Committee approved of the ing a literacy week became annual fixtures,
proposals and directed me to go ahead. At lhe starti tHC8e did no, b • jn ,
Creat things were expected and with Shn amounts but they had a great propaganda
Kher and the Hon ble Mr. Pakvasa to guide Vjdue which Helped to focua ^  *ub]ic
the campaign promised to be the most attent5on on ,he urgency of adult education
vigorous movement ever seen in Bombay. Later on However, the financial side of these

But stars were not favourable and we were programmes also improved and we could
destined to plod our way through difficulties S? amounts ranging from
and hardships. Rs* 4 0 ’ 0 0 0  to Rs. 50,000 a year.

The Congress Government as in other The negotations with the Millowners’
Provinces, resigned on 7th November 1939 Association have been carried on since the
within one month after 1 took charge of the inception of the campaign in 1939? but they
campaign as the Committee’s Chief Executive a* a body have have been refusing to accept
Officer and the movement was left an orphan. responsibility of making their employees

, . . . CL • D n  literate but individually some mills responded
It was ortunate however that hhn B.C. well and ran a number of classes in their

kher and the Hon ble Mr. Pakvasa continued m i ||8 at (hejr own co i , and under the
as the President and the Vice - 1  resident ot direction of the Committee,
the Committee being specially persuaded by
the then Governor to do so. h-fforts were made to link up students

° f  schools and colleges and social workers to 
Hie problem of finance was not easy to the movement by encouraging them to run 

solve. While the 93 section (jovernment was classes on voluntary basis.
generally sympathetic it was not inclined to .
increase the grant of Rs. 50,000 initially 'g) Private associations were encouraged
allotted by the Congiess Government. If the maintain classes on the basis of a grant, 
campaign was to be carried on a reasonably in«aid at 50%  of their admitted expenditure, 
large scale this grant was not adequate. (h) Specia, cIa8>ea were he,d for {he

lu o , d „  >„ overcom e this difficulty ,h .  t r a r : , ; 1 ° H ,l f  
following devices were tried More ,han m  constabjes gnd ^

(a) Persuaded the Bombay Corporation to peons werc made iterate.
"i 'ke an anno d grant of Rs. 5,000 which was Three classes enrolling nearly 60 men and 
increased to Rs, 25,000 during the last three women servants at the Govt, blouse are 
ye ns- going on a present.

(b) Persuaded the Bombay Port Trust to (i) A  local responsibility scheme was
m b, , . H.rmal grant rvhrch vaned from tried at some places. Under this scheme
Rs. 2.000 to Rs. 8.000 according to the Committees of local leaders are formed,
number <.I their employees made literate. They organise classes according to their

A speci.l Scheme was drawn up and m ^ h  money as they
executed for ihc Trust Employees at their l "  i  PT  t.°,8'!pple'
Vndi Bum-Je, .ml Antop.village Estates. ment ,he'r lund* and educational guidance.
(> v  '. ".c mn,understanding however. It will be seen the Committee have been
the scheme ccuM "ot he worked through as trying several devices in order (i) to popula-
planned and the 1 mstees' grant dwindled rise the movement (ii > to l i nkup as large a
down during recent years. section of the city’s population as possible to
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the movement by one way or other and (iii) The training of teachers is essential for 
to reduce the Committee’s financial burden the effective working of an Adult Education 
as far as possible. It must be admitted that Scheme as it is for primary and secondary
these efforts have not borne fruit to the education schmes. The Committee is
desired extent There were and are reasons conscious of this. However, it has not yet
for these inadequate results, the conditions been able to establish a permanant training
created by the last world war and the exis- institution owing to financial limitations. It
tance of the foreign Govt, being the main has, however, not neglected this essential
reasons. activity. Short term training and refresh

. cl sses are occasionaly held and the working
But they are not absolutely lost. The teachers are taught both in theory and

combined effect of al these activities has praclirei ,he fundamental principles of adult 
been helpful to build up an experienced P8ycojogy anJ adult education as wall as
administrative machinery, to create public methods of teaching adults and organisation
opinion and to expand the movement as of adult education campaigns on a systematic 
envisaged in tne Committee’s ien Year I fan. basis and a w;de scale_

Achievements 1 he Committee’s achievements ao sum-
The first stage of the campaign has thus merised above deserve to be appreciated from 

been completed as a result of the Committee’s , ^ ? lru oi vievv’* The period from
eight or nine years’ efforts. 1 9 3  9 to 1 9 4 6  was one during which almost

all the movements introduced during the 
Besides the public awakening and the regime of the last popular Govt, had either 

administrative machinery which the collapsed or received a severe set-back. It
Committee could build during this period the was during such times that the Bombay 
concrete results achieved in the form of new Committee, undaunted by the adverse circum-
literates are not inconsiderable. During these stances ws9 slowly but surely building up the
nine years 140,000 adults were made literate, campaign and was preparing the ground for 
of whom not less than 26,000 are women, at an all campaign for removing the blot of
an aggregate cost of Rs. 918,000 which works illiteracy from the fair name of this en-
out to a per capita cost of Rs 6 /8 . It should lightened city of Bombay, 
be noted that out of the total receipts TrK, m am
of Rs. 957,000 of these nine years TEN YEAR PLAN
Rs. 579,000 were contributed by Govern- Q n the foundation as described above,
ment and Rs. ^78,000 came from non- the Committee prepared a time-limit plan,
Government Sources; of the Government now known a 8  tKe T e n  Y ea r  P la n  in  1946.
P°" °  Rs‘ 5 7 9  T  , R s - 7 8 a°° U ,  This contemplates to make literate more thanRs. 155,000 were received during the ast 6.60,000 illiterate : dulls between the ages of 
two years- rrom these figures one can realise IS An f . , . . .,i . . c  t .l n  „  . . I 3 and m ten years at an aggregate cost
the sigmficane of the non-Government contn- o{ a over Rs. 55,00,000/- The Govt, has
bution during the critical period. approved of this plan and has agreed to

_  . . , , make a grant at 50% of the expenditure from
The Committee have not only been con- \eartovear. The Committee gave a trial to 

centrating on the achievement of literacy by tbis p,an for two or tbrf,e se8 8io n 8  and on the 
the illiterate men and women, I hey have experience gained during this time has
produced special books and have drawn up a preparec| a “ New Approach to the Ten Year
scheme for cheap and useful literature con- p jan-  in a ] 1  detail. The administrative
cerning the day to day life of the masses. machinery is augmented. The Principle of
rhe scheme for education through visual aids decentralisation of work has been introduced
is another way for making the adult pupils and the princip!e Gf ioca| responsibility in
well informed citizens. Social gatherings, organisation and direction of the campaign
short excursions, talks on useful information l,as been brought in the remuneration to
are some other forms -of adult education workers has been incre.,Sed. This will, no
which is provided in the adult classes or doubt, ups, t the original stimate of expen- 
b-om public platforms. The Fortnightly diture. But it must be stated that the

a sharata Deep which is catering to tie increase is the minimum and inevitable, 
news reading needs of the Marathi readers
•s only one of its kind and render:net a I wc outstanding teaturea have charac*
valuable service in the cause of adult tensed the financial policy of the Committee
education. from the very inception of the campaign
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nine years ago. They aie (i) firstly to distri- 1947, when he was the President, prior to 
bute the financial burd n evenly among, his appointment as the Governor' of C. P. 
Govt., the Semi-Govt, bodies and the public. Be ar. He, however, took personal interest 
fii) Secondly to fix up financial commitments even in email details of the campaign and 
after the different Schemes are given a fair was the man behind the campaign. Both of 
trial to. tnem had an implicit confidence in me a nd gave

w/L'i , , me invaluable guidance which enabled me
While in most other cases, liberal estimate to d o  what little 1 could do for the campaign 

of expenditure precede the operation the Mr. Champaklal Modi and Mr R V Parule 
Committee s final financial estimates follow kar also gave me, unreservedly all help when. 
a tna1, ever 1 sought it In fact the whole Com-

, rnittee had a confidence in me which alone
Ihis is, in essence the outline of the work enabled me to do my part in the movement 

the Committee did and proposes to do in In this appreciation I must not forget one 
future. As 1 have been in the movement more man. He is Mr. A. B- Gavde. His 
almost from the time it was placed on a services were loaned by Govt, as a clerk, 
permanent footing naturally it was my good But eventually he proved to be my right-hand' 
fortune and privilege to play an important in much I could do. 1 must not forget to 
role in running the campaign, bui ding up express my sincere gratitude to the large 
the machinery and planning the expansion. number of friends and co-workers who 
Howeve if my role means anything, I must helped and cooperated with me either on 
acknowledge a debt of gratitude to the personal grounds or in the interest of the 
Hon ble Mr Balasaheb K.her and the Hon’ble cause. Yheir number is a legion and it is 
Mr. Mangaldas Pakvasa. not possible to attempt to name them.

i r ,  . Hie High Govt, officials, the businessmen,
Balasaheb fkher is the father of the pub ic bodies, authorities of schools and 

movement and has been taking live interest colleges and their students, the press and 
in spite of his various pre-occupations He literacy men and women all treated me 
was the President upto March 1947. The with sympathy and helped me in my work 
Hon’ bale Mr. Pakvasa was the vice President without reservation. I only takeoff my cap 
throughout except from March to August in humble obeisance to them.
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Britain to  Recruit 96,000 School Teachers
Five-Year Programme Initiated.

Tiie rise in Britain’s brith-rate is now just recruits a year. 1 his compares with the pre­
beginning to make itself felt in the schools. war figure of 400. Today they are training 
The point was made by the Minister of just over 7,000 candidates each year. 
Education Mr. George Tomlinson when he Sixteen thousand new teachers for infant

w“ " i c t r ” r i r . Y „ i ™ l X  ye™. “ >5
1 1  ̂ years. More space will be devoted inI here would have been 200,000 more • 11 . . . jrKilrlrpn l 1 i A l j tiaimng colleges to instructing students in

raised^he vi*™* a T  ^  thiswork- At least half of the womenraised the leaving age or not , he added. students will also take courses concerned
The Ministry of Education has surveyed Primarily with the teaching of infants. For 

the whole teaching position in Britain today. « ? ucatlng children over seven years of age a 
The campaign is being initiated to recruit h,Ig , ProPortl° n of men are to be employed
and train 96.000 teachers dining the next lhan has so far been the case,
five years. Half of these will be required to When the results of this five-year plan
meet the wastage due to retirements or illness. are achieved, there should be teachers not
The remainder will be added to Britain’s only to meet the effects of the rising birth­
teaching force. The scheme will have the rate but also to enable the size of school 
effect of increasing it by 41,000. classes to be reduced. The Ministry hopes

that many of the classes can be cut dow n, 
The permanent training colleges are to within the next three years, to not more than 

be expanded so that they can handle 8,750 30 for children over eleven years old. (B .I .S -)

R E P O R T

o f  t h e

A d u lt  E d u c a tio n  T ra in in g  C ourse
at N a n g l o i

Conducted by the
INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

Introduction. to provide the necessary rural surroundings
At the request of the Delhi Administra- £ her* Poetical demonstrations could be had. 

tion, the Indian Adult Education Association ^  thanked the Ind«}\  Adult Education 
conducted the Adult Education Course at Assoc,at.on for undertaking the conduct of 
Nangloi, from 19th April to 6 th May 1947. he tralninS classes and urged upon the 
Mr. R. M. Chetsingh, the Honorary General ‘ ^ " ^ 8  to devote their tune and energy ,n 
Secretary of the Indian Adult Education & glng edl,cat,on to the common man, 
Association was the Director. The course ,beCause ™ s t  diffusion of knowledge alone, 
was the first step towards drive for adult edu- he s t a i n e d ,  was a guarantee for the 
cation announced by Maulana Abul Kalam fU(jcess of democracy. He hoped that the
Azrd by training the existing district board f f lnee9 ™°uld m,ake 1 '!se of tbe tu" e tbat
school teachers for being able"'to undertake ^ e y  would spend at Naglo, and util.se he 
adult education v/ork. opportunity for equipping themselves better

tor educating the masses*
inauguration. The Course

The Course was inaugurated by the Chief 1 he training course covered a considerable
Commissioner, Delhi, at Nangloi, a village field which included the philosophy of adult 
about 10 miles from Delhi, speciallly selected education ; the relation between educational
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processes and social change ; educational Mr. R. K. Balbir, Ministry of Relief and
psychology with particular reference to the Rehabilitation, Govt, of India, New Delhi-
psychology of the adult; an introduction to ^  _fi 1 • . r j i. j  .- . • Conclusion of f ie Course.the history of adult education movements in
other parts of the world as well as in India ; On 6 th May, to mark the conclusion of
techniques in adult education and literacy the Course, there was a function. On • this 
■work. occasion, Mr. L. R. Sethi, Superintendent of
_  , Education Delhi, presented a set of Adult
l radical work. Education literacy charts and “ follow-up’’

Every day the trainees had the opportunity books prepared by the Jan Shiksha Sanstha, 
of observing model lessons given by to all tnose trainees who have qualified. 
Mr. N. Baldev of Jahangirpur (U. P.) whose Speaking on that occasion, while thanking the 
services were secured from the U P. C. C. Indian Adu t Education Association, for the 
Adult Literacy Committee or by Mr. Sh digram successful conclusion of its undertaking to 
Pathik of Jan Siksha Sanstha, Mlahabad. mn the training course, he paid a weil- 
They went out to four villages in the vicinity deserved tribute to its Elonorary General 
during the eighteen days that they were at Secretary Mr. R. M. Chetsingh but for whose 
Nangloi and had an introduction to the use untiring efforts Mr. Sethi emphasised it would 
of the Laubrch method in literacy work as n°t have been possible to conduct the course 
also to Pataik’s Key-word method. 8 0  well.
Staff. Accounts.

~ »/i r 'l - i n  Since all the lecturers were honorary and
D ire c to r  : Mr. I . M. -netsingh, Hony. some of them did not even charge travelling

General Secretary, Indian Adult Edcation expenses. the Association spent only 
.'association. R s. 395/6/- out of Rs. 600/- sanctioned as

L ectu rers .— Dr. W. M. Rybur, Kharar. contingent expenses for this course. It may
not be out of place to mention that 

Mr. L. G. Nene, Asstt. to the Inspector Mr. Chetsingh’s car was used for transporting 
General of Education, Gwalior. ajj Qf lecturers to and from Nang’oi, Delhi

Prof. Paras Ram, Head of the Psychology ? nd for collecting them from various points
Department, East Punjab Camp College, ' n the c*ty-
New Delhi. Statement of Expenses spent by the Associa-

Mr. Saeed Ansari, Principal, Teachers’ t-om 
Training College, Jamia Millia, Delhi. Lecturers’ travelling expenses 218 6-0

Mr. Verma Lecturer Central Institute of QeHcafhelp 8 o’ o'o
Education, Delhi Postage & telegram 1, -50

Mr. S. R. Qidwai, Head of the Adult Materials for demonstration and
Education Department, Jamia Millia, Delhi. Practical lessons 4-3 0

\ -----------—
Mr. S. Pathik, Jan Shiksha Sanstha, 3 9 5  f. n

Allahabad. °  U
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Editmicd Motet,.
»

A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  IN  T H E  N E W  The services of whole-time and part-time 
E D U C A T IO N A L  ORD ER workers and volunteers will be impressed for

this purpose and the Government of India 
On the occasion of the first anniversary of Vvill bear fifty per cent of the cost of the 

our independence the Press Information scheme.
Bureau of the Government of India has pub­
lished a review of the educational position in The first anniversary of our independence 
the country entitled “Blue-print of the New was most certainly a fitting occasion for re- 
Educational Edifice” . W e are glad to note that minding ourselves of the task that lies ahead 
adult ( i.e. socia I)  education has figured pro- °f us >n the field of national reconstruction , 
minently in this review. This is ns it should be, al'd it has been only timely and pioper that 
For, just now when we are about to introduce the Ministry of Education has done that in 
adult franchise and on that basis hold the first an appropriate and convincing manner. The 
elections in a free India, could there be any target of attaining fifty per cent literacy in 
subject more important than this ? The future course of the next three years would not be 
character of our Government and the fate of considered ambitious or difficult of achieve- 
this nation will be largely determined by how ment if only we have wise leadership and 
the people of this country take up their duties concerted and determined action on our part, 
as free citizens of a free country and how they
excercise their rights and privileges as such. This is a matter which cannot be left to

Government alone. Here each one of us has 
Maulana Azad’s plan of social education a duty to perform and to contribute his or 

is intended to educate our people to these her share in accomplishing this great and 
rights and duties and his Ministry has rightly heroic task. This is specially true of those 
taken this opportunity to inform us about the who call themselves educated. They will 
details of this plan. W e note therefrom that have to play a big and leading role in this 
the Ministry of Education, in cooperation with mutter and it would be impossible to imple-
the Provincial Governments, is going to ment the programme of social education 
launch an all-out intensive countrywide cam- without their full and active cooperation. 
Paign of adult education on the first of Janu­
ary, 1949, with a target of attaining fifty per W e hope our educated brothers and sisters 
cent' literacy within a period of three years, will realise their duty in this matter and come 
The emphasis will be on education for citizen- forward to offer their services in the cause of
ship for free India and general education will educating their less fortunate brothers and 
proceed side by aide with training for literacy sisters, ('.very educated peison has an obli-



gation to repay the community the benefits tasks of the Board will be to train tutors for 
he or she has received as a result of educa- adult education. It must be clearly realised 
tion. The time, money and effort that have that adult education like all other types of 
been bestowed by society for his education education is a specialist’s job and ultimately 
has to be repaid by him in cash and kind. It only those who are properly trained and 
Is a debt of honour and a moral obligation. equipped should be entrusted with it Much

will depend on the quality of the tutors we 
Adult and social education must always have, 

be a field of fruitful cooperative effort between
the people and the Government. The task Board will also have to arrange for
is so big that the Government alone cannot experiments with methods and materials
handle it. Nor can voluntary effort alone adult education. Here it may well
without active Government support achieve enlist the services of the universities,
anything big and lasting. Institutes of Education, Psychological Asso-

ciations, etc. The importance of researches 
In India large-scale voluntary effort in the *n these directions cannot be over empha- 

field of adult education does not exit. Hence sised. We shall be breaking on new grounds, 
at the initial stage voluntary effort will have So while we may and shall profit by the 
to be mobilised and given proper lead and experiences of other countries and workers 
encouragement. W e are sure that will be one elsewhere we have to devise our own tech-
of the main functions of the Board of Social nique and materials suited to the genius of
Education which, we understand, the Govern- our people, and their special needs and 
ment is going to set up. W e also hope that requirements. Once we went in for copying 
the Board will be composed largely of non- largely from other countries and we failed ; 
official members. For one of the functions of ! refer to other types of education than adult, 
the Board will be to enlist the people’s W e cannot afford to allow social education to 
enthusiasm and support to a very great extent. drift like that. For here we have bigger

things as immediate stakes. For on the success 
The proposed Board will set up an ade- of our programme of adult and social educa- 

quale machinery. W e expect the provinces tion will depend the immediate future of 
will also have similar Boards. One of the our country.

A. N. Ba3U)
Member Advisory Board of Ed.
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The C o m m u n ity  C e n tre
By

Rev W . M. R Y B U R N , M .A . Lind.
This is a method of adult education which 1. To bring people together, and so help

has been used with considerable success in them to learn to live together,
several countries. It has also been tried in 2. To provide a means for adults to carry
India, and it is a method which lends itself out any activities for which the have a
to work both in villages and in towns. Hking, and so to provide avenues for self.

A  community centre means three things. expression in an atmosphere of freedom.
It means firstly, a place. The foundation of 3. T q ide Q cuhural centre for a 
the method is a place, a building, where group of pe0ple, and thus enabIe them to
people can meet for various purposes, and continue their education in a rea, w
which acts as a focal point tor their interest. . ,i. ,, .. ..• r 4. i o develop the civic spirit and aIt means secondly, activities of various democratic attitude to life, 
kinds. I hese activities are ot a co-operative .
nature, that is, they are such that all members Pr°vide means and avenues for
of the centre can take part in them, or in members of the group to carry on social 
such of them as they are interested in. The service.
centre is a centre of community activity. There are many activities which may be

It means thirdly, a spirit. This is a spirit ?Y,r,r'ed. °? by means of a community centre, 
of friendship, a desire to live and work and what 18 given here is merely suggestions as 
play with others. It is the spirit of commu- to the type ot activity which is possible^ The  
nity, where each realises that he is a member activities or any particular centre will arise 
of a group which would be the poorer if he out; ° l the desires and needs of the particular 
were not there, and also realises that each of SiotiP, and be related to their particular en- 
the other members has a contribution to make vironment. Ihe number of activities will 
to the well-being of the group. It is a spirit also depend on the local situation, 
of real fellowship. Though this spirit may It should be emphasized again that for a
not be as strong as it should be in the begin- community centre to function there must be 
ning, if the centre functions properly, it will some central place or building or room where 
gradually increase. the group can meet. This may not be elabo-

A community centre is a co-operative rf*e' ^ ^  m° re than a room. On
effort by those who belong to it. Each mem- *-J!e other hand it may develop into a preten* 
ber has a share in the responsibility of run- bonus building. This altogether depends on 
ning the centre, and a share in determining resources. But some place of meeting there 
and directing its activities. St is something must be.
which members feel to be their own. It is 1. In a community centre theie may be 
not a school provided by the Government, a library and reading material. Magazines 
It is not an institution planted down by some and a newspaper may be available for those 
outside agency. But it is something which who want to read, and the library can be a 
belongs, in a very real sense, to the people lending one. There may be a reading room 
themselves. Unless it is this, it will not attached to the centre, which is open for 
succeed. No matter how the initial impetus use at regular hours.
l e r f S r T 1 mU8t be tHe outsta" d‘ng ,ch,araC' 2- The centre can be a centre of rectos- er Stic of a community centre that ,t belongs ^ which may take the form of indoor 
to the group, and that they feel it to be some- or of ised outdoor game8.
thing which belongs in every way to them. „
It is not a place where they come to be told Stucly groups may be organised, if
'''hat to do, or to listen to outsiders talking, but mem bers so desire, on various subjects in 
it is a place where they can do what they want which members are interested, such as child 
to do and advice will be given only when they welfare, child psychology, liter-ture, woild 
want it, and feel the need of it. But at the affairs, history, political ideas, gardening, 
same time the atmosphere will be such tin t and so on. For these study groups compe- 
the desire of members will be subliminated. tent lenders will be necessary.

The aims of a community centre can be 4. Occasionally discussions and debates 
summed up as follows on topical subjects may be held,
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5. If so desired, courses of lectures can Some of the above suggestions may sound 
be organised on subjects or vital interest. too ambitious, and some may not be possible 
In villages, advantage should be taken of in small communities. But something of this 
visits of experts in various lines such as co- k nd can be done everywhere, and there is 
operation, medicine, education, economics no better method of developing a good 
and politics. community spirit and life.

6. If members are interested in dramatics The organisation of such a centre will
a group may be formed which will make this vary with local conditions. But the principle 
subject its chief interest, and put on occa- that it is run by the members themselves is 
•ional plays. This is an activity which always fundamental. It will normally be run by a 
appeals in villages. commiitee selected by the members them-

7. Lantern lectures and moving pictures selves. Where the community is wealthy or
form another possible activity. where keen interest is taken in the centre, it

may be possible to have a full-time, paid
8. I t  a centre expands, facilities may be secretary. But this is not necessary. A  centre 

provided for members to learn handciafts can be successfuly run by voluntary effort, 
of one sort or another. This need not neces- especially where there are a group of people 
■arily be at the centre itself, but arrangements who are prepared to devote some time to 
for members to take up some hobby can be the cen're.
made through the centre. ,r , , ,  , . , 1 ,, 1lr such centres could be started through-

9. In big towns it has been found possi- out the villages and small towns of the coun-
ble for a community centre to run a nursery tryside we would go a long way to get rid 
school. of many of the unfortunate attitudes which

10. The centre can provide facilities for are holding up progress, and would also create 
members to do social service work of diff- that interest in a richer life which would solve 
erent kinds such as literacy work, organising the difficult problem of developing in the 
co-operative societies, and health work, illiterate the desire to learn to read and write, 
There is no end to what may be done along and so enable us to make progress in the 
this line. task of doing away with illiteracy.

Adult Education in Jodhpur State.
By

Dr. K. N. Kini, M. A., Ph. D., (Columbia), Diiector of Education, Jodhpur.

Jodhpur State has a population of about In 1946-47, a beginning was made in Adult 
26 lakhs according to the census of 1941 and Education in the State with 29 night classes 
it is computed that the population would be consisting of about 480 male adults. During 
about 30 lakhs in 1951. Out of the total the current year, 1947-48, the number of 
population of 26 lakhs, 22 lakhs are of ages classes has increased to 90 with a total 
5 years and above. Of the latter 22 lakhs, strength of about 1500 males. Though the 
only a little over a lakh are literate giving a increase in both the number of classes and in 
percentage of only jive. the strength is appreciable, still as compared

to the large number of illiterates both among
Out of a male population of I 1.5 lakhs of men and women, the number of night classes 

ages over 5 years, about a lakh are literate, fall3 far short ol the requirements. There is 
giving a percentage 01 a little over nine. Out a certain amount af reluctance on the part 
of the female population of 10 3 lakhs of ages of dults to attend these classes, especially 
5 ye. and above, only about 9000 are lite- bee use even a coolie can earn three to six 
rate giving a percentage of 0,9. rupees a day and these labourers openly say

that they do not appreciate the utility of
Comparatively speuking, therefore, literacy literacy lor them, 

in Jodhpur State is low as compared to that With a view to giving a great impetus to 
in the Indian Union where it is j  ,a per the spread of adult education in the State, a 
census of I-J4L and much more backward conference of all those persons interested in 
as compared with the literacy in Baroda, this programme was convened on 5th and 
Cochin and Travancore. 6th August 1948, in the Mehakma Khast
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undet the presidentship of Shree Mathura 8. Resolved that a Central Board of Adult
Dass Mathur, B,Sc,, LL B., Shiksha Mantri to Education with district and village Advisory 
the Government of Jodhpur. A number of Councils be appointed to assist the Education 
subjects relating to adult education were con- Department, Government of Jodhpur, Jodh- 
sidered. T here was heait to heart discussion. pur, in removing illiteracy among the adults 
Every difficulty felt by workers in this field of Marwar. Their functions should be : — 
was brought to light. Doubts entertained by , _  , . .
some were also placed before the conference L) ° advice in opening new adult
in a frank and straight manner. As a result classes.
of the discussions, the following resolutions (ii) To assist in finding volunteers for
were passed. The Department of Education adult education work.
has been since taking action to implement (iii) To assist in persuading adults to
these resolutions. It has been proposed that attend adult classes.
the present grant of Rs. 20X00 a year for the \ -r n . r i t  i
adult education be doubled for 1948-49. It (iv) “ lleCt m° ney for adult eduCfctIon
may be possible to get even more funds, if
necessity demands. C v ) I ° help in adult literacy propaganda

work.
RESOLUTIONS PASSED (vi) T o  help in enforcing under its provi-

1. A  literacy week for mass propaganda sions, the Compulsory Adult Educa-
to educate the illiterates and focus the atten- tion Act, if and when passed.
‘i°n of common man, be celebrated in the (vii) To helo in organising general educa- 
^‘ate- tional activities of the village, town

2. In order to fight adult illiteracy a couple or district.
of days every month be fixed as ‘literacy (viii) To work in consonance with the 
days when school and college students may instructions to be issued by the
go out for literacy work and campaign under Director of Education,
the guidance of teachers. r  \ r  l i • n i ,  , , „o «r  , , , . . .  Uxj io  help in the establishment of Read-

IV  l V1 °? e ‘.each ' ° ne societies be ing Roams and Libraries,established in the city, tDwns and villages oi
Marwar to educate illiterate adults. 9. Extension classes in village schools be

4. For Scouts and Girl Guides, a Profi- ?pened to * nable, literatea fnd semi-literates
ciency Badge in literacy be introduced mak- appear tor and pass public examinations 
ing it incumbent upon them to make one ,y un“ ergolng a course for them, 
individual literate before they get entitled to 10. A  small committee be appointed to
this badge. It should be made compulsory educate the public mind regarding adult 
for the scouts and gnl guides to get this badge education problems in the State
before they are declared qualified as 2nd 11 T  n-
class Scouts or Guides. i" rave lng carrying Cinemato-

, T i i j i p  , , , graPfiy apparatus and instructional films
5. The Jodhpur Government be requested equipped with posters and literature relevent 

lo make it incumbent upon the Government to adult educational needs be provided to 
superior service employees (including such move about in the villages One h r»n 
employees of the Court of Wards, aided be equipped as an experimental measure 
schools and Railway J to turn one adult this year.
literate every year before they are given their
due annual increment or to pay for the : le Superintendent Central Jail be
expenses of turning an adult literate every requested to organise a band of social workers 
year. educate men and women illiterate convicts.

6 Special agencies to organise Farmers- 13. It may be made incumbent upon
^elf-help Village Clubs, Discussion-groups, every student of colleges from first year 
‘ eoples-theitres, Extension Lectures on utility onwards to make literate one adult before he 
‘opics, Bhajan Kirtans, Akharas, Games and or she is given due promotion to higher class 
Vhletic meets, Scout and Rover rallies, be or pay the cost of turning two aduhs literate 

c8tablished in the State with a special aim every year.
° fo8te» ng general education of adults. , 4. ” Vyas Literacy M e d a l1’ in every

Libraries including Circulating libraries school and college be kept for creating a 
*'n< . Reading Roomsj be opened for follow spirit of healthy competition amongst the 

P in literacy work. students for literacy work and campaigning,
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15. The Government of Jodhpur be recognised school for adult education for ao 
requested to pass a Compulsory Adult Educa- many days in the year for one year and for 
tion Act as proposed herein. such time on each day of attendance as may

A  tentative draft of a Compulsory Adult be prescribed by the Education Department 
Education Act is given below. It may be UnleSS tbe,re 1S 3 ,exc“se, for the
first made applicable to men and may be tried non-attendance of the adult If the adult 
in a few places to begin with and then fails to be literate in one year the t.me, dunng 
gradually extended to other places in the which he shall attend school, wiU be extended

at the discretion of the Department ofJlalC. o-i aEducation.
C O M P U LS O R Y  A D U L T  E D U C A TIO N  1V. (i) Any of the following circumstances 

ACT. is a reasonable excuse for non-attendance :—
Whereas it is expedient to make better (a) d hat the adult has already attained

provision for the extension of education the standard of literacy aimed at by this Act. 
among the adults, His Highness the Maharaja (b) That there is no recognised school
Sahib Bahadur is pleased to enact as fo l lo w s w i t h in  a distance of a mile and a half 

1. ( I )  The regulation may be called “The measured along the nearest road from his 
Compulsory Adult Education Act, 1948" and residence.
shall cone into-force in such areas and from (c) That the adult is prevented from
such dates as may be notified by the Govern- attending school by reason of chronic illness, 
ment of Jodhpur. or any other valid cause.

(2) It extends to the whole of Jodhpur tii) Where there is a reasonable excuse
State. for non-attendance, a certificate of exemption

i i  i a . « A i , . c . may be granted by such authority and in such
nresent eve! mall’ 1 f  £ * * * '  7 m  ™ "n e r 38 be ^ sc rib e d  by the Govern-present every male between the ages of 10
and 50 years. “ Education Department” men •
means the education department of the V . In any area to which this Act applies,
Government of Jodhpur. every employer shall permit the adult in his

“ p „ , j  c u l »• , , em p loy  to attend a recognised Adult SchoolKecogmsed School means a school , , ,k il,„ r, ,i , »• n  . . r on *he days and at the times when the latterrecognised by the tducation Department for ■ . i „ ,i,o( „ j , , i t u .-c .
die purpose of this Act, ba8 to d° 8°* un7 S that adult, 7 3 a certificateof exemption under section IV . Employees

Adult Education ’ means the courses in will be liable for punishment if they violate 
reading, writing and simple arithmetic that this section of the Act as per rules to be 
may be prescribed by the Education Depart- framed under the Act.
ment for the purpose of this Act. V I. The Government may by notification

111. In every area to which this Act applies in the Gazette make rules to enforce the 
it shall be the duty of every adult to attend a provision of this Act.

College by Radio-A Unique Adult- 
Education Programme in 11 S.

A  new phase of education in the United “ Students " of this college-by radio will 
States ie being inaugurated this summer with register for the course at a nominal fee 
the launching of a unique adult education through the participating university and will 
program, at first on an experimental basis, by be expected to listen regularly to the appro- 
die National broadcasting Company and the priate program and to the supplementary 
University of Louisville (‘Kentucky). guidance broadcasts. They will submit

r, < ii | l- >• , ii reports on listening and on assigned readingI hits cnllege-by-rudio project will pro- \ , .L , 1 << .. ....1 i t i, i . . and at the end of the course will take anvide home-study courses buih around-network • j  i . . “, j 1 . - l  examination prepared by the university atproduced programs, supplementary guidance i • u ,i • , j  y} i i i , a- • i . i i  which they are registered,broadcasts by local affiliated stations, and by
university stations, together with assigned Two kinds of certificates will be awarded
reading for work successfully completed—one for

b ADULT EDUCATION IN JODHPUR STATE.



students not interested in college credits and professional supervision of colleges and 
the other, involving more concentrated study, universities.
for students obtaining college credits from the The project is designed to test procedures
radio course. to be used later on a nationwide basis.

. i 10 i , Besides literature and public affairs, otherThis summer the 0-week program will be radio. stud series be started later in
bu.lt around two NBC network programs h; natural science> government, and
already in existence —the Universitv ot , '  , .
Chicago Round Table " and “ W orld’s Great ° *<̂ma ln^' . • i • . , . ,
Novels.” Supplementing these weekly, hour- ‘ -}e experiment is being watched with
long programs will be classroom discussions keen interest by educators, who loresee great 
conducted by well - known educators and possibilities of such series
broadcast directly from the University of As noted by Dr. John W . Taylor, president
Louisville campus. of the University of Louisville, “ it is quite

probable also that in the not-too-distant future 
In endorsing the project, John W . Stude- another sense, that of seeing, can be added 

baker, United States Commissioner of Edu- to this experience by the use of television, 
cation, called the college-by-radio plan ‘‘ a This experiment holds the possibility of 
great forward step in strengthening and success, so far as educating our citizens is 
elevating American life.” He said it would concerned, to a degree hitherto undreamed
enable millions of adults to carry on systems- of. Should it prove a success, it would not 
tically their education, through programs be fantastic were institutions working on this 
produced by skilled radio people, and mate- plan to have enrolments running into 
rial for reading and study prepared under the millions.”—U.S.l S,

Adult Education In America
Plays Vital Role in Cultural and Vocational Fields

| Some 28 million American adults— over and above the more than two 
million students enrolled in full-time institutions of higher learning — are 
spending part of their leisure time going to school. In addition millions of 
others receive some form of education through libraries, museums and the 
radio without actual participation in an organized group. Continuing 
impetus is given the adult education movement by labour unions, institutions 
of higher learning, junior colleges — through their evening classes — and 
correspondence schools. There are 450 private correspondence schools and 
more than 125 colleges in the United States which offer education by mail 
in anything from Greek history to chicken farming or business administration 1

According to the most recent estimates, with Iocai g0vernment officers, schools and 
some 28 million American adults are spend- coljeges Jn a continuing program designed 
mg part ot their leisure hme going to school. not ori|y t0 increase the efficiency of agricul-
1 his number is, of course, over and above tars out also to en?ich the cu|tura] ]ife of
he more than two million students enrolled varat communities Each year the Service

tull-time in institutions of higher learning and distributes hundreds of thousands of free 
does not include the millions who receive pamphlets whose subject matter embraces 
some form of education through libraries, virtually all phases of farm operation and 
museums and the radio without actual parti- ruraj ]jv;ng
dpation in an organized group. 11 c . , . , _U. d . Department ot Agriculture County

, A  vital educational role is played by the Am- Agent9 — more than 3,000 in number -  serve
er»can Association of Adult Education which as local educational officers on such matters
cooperates with state departments of education as land use and conservation, c ere and im- 
Qr'c1 with local Adult’ Education Councils com- provement of livestock Government experts 
Posed of representatives of schools, libraries, travel to remote communities to give 'lemon- 
business, labor and professional organisations. strations and instruction in child care, 
•n rural sections the Extension Service of the nutrition, and sewing. Many stud y groups, ini- 
U, S. Department of Agriculture cooperates tiated for the consideration o' puteK practical
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matters, have subsequently broadened their under the auspices of the U  S Office of Edu- 
programs to include world affairs, music, cation and the Department of Immigration, 
drama, and literature. public schools and settlement houses through-

V A R IO U S  PRO G RAM S FOR A D U L T  S 8 
“ SC H O O LIN G  ”

, u , LABOUR U N IO N S ’ RO LESchooling tor some adults may take
such a comparatively passive form as faithful Continuing impetus was given the adult 
listening to one of the serious educational education movement by the I bour unions
programs presented regularly on the radio. which had maintained mechanics institutes
Among those with largest audiences are the and trade union colleges since the early 19th
discussions of social, economic and political century. The larger unions and scattered
questions by authoritative spokesmen of locals gradually expanded their programs be-
differing points of view on “ America’s Town yond the trade and vocational level at which
Meeting of the Air ” and the University of they began.
Chicago Round Table. Every Sunday an
audience estimated at five million listens to *n 1921, the American Federation of 
the program “ Invitation to Learning a dis- Labour founded the Workers' Education
cussion of literary classics by noted scholars. Bureau which serves as a coordinating agency
Printed transcripts of educational programs f°r the educational activities of affiliated
of this tyne are supplied to listeners, upon unions. It publishes books and pamphlets
request, for a nominal charge and are fre- anc* organizes insdtutes run ordinarily at
quently u*ed as a basis for further study by annual meetings and often on college pre-
informal groups or clubs. mises. Sometimes small seminars of twenty

, to forty people meet for intensive study ; at
Growing tremendously in popularity among other times, as many as 600 people attend- 

dtv workers are the free lectures — on topics The American Labour Education Service, 
such as painting, sculpture, and archaeology, on whose board sit both American Federation 
offered evenings and Saturday and Sunday of Labour and Congrass of Industrial Oganiz- 
aflemoons by art museums. _)nly in recent ations’ members, carries on a similar program, 
years have museum* begun on a large scde to
try to a \tisfy more fqllv the intellectual curiosity In the past decades many of the larger
of the 30 million people who visit them trades unions have greatly enlarged their 
annually. The response to lectures, offering education activities. The Internationa] Ladies 
interpretation of the museum’s exhibits, has Garment Workers Union, for example, main- 
been enthusiastic — last vear in New York tains a professionally staffed educational depart- 
City, for example, attendance at the lectures ment which offers classes in fifty-eight cities 
offered bv the Metropolitan Museum of Art throughout the United States. In 1946,9.000
totalled 60,000 members attended classes in public speaking,

. . .  labor problems, art, music, dramatics. Simi-
Also gaining in attendance are the bee jar jn 8 COpe an(J program are the educational

hims forums, mok review clubs and discus- activities of other large unions such as those
sion gio ms at public libraries. Among ;n t}^  men’s clothing and steel industries,
the most recent developments in this
field are reading and discussion groups based W ithin recent years institutions of higher
on the great landmarks of world literature learning have participated increasingly in
The "great books’’ concept received its worker education — education with a focus
impetus from the University of Chicago which, cm the problem of providing the worker with
in c.o-operation with libraries of the area, has an understanding of labour problems, the
developed 40 classes with more than 12,000 nature of the social and economic system in
students in Chicago alone. which he function^, and the history and

There have been sporadic and scattered Philosophy trade unions. Today more
ventures in the Geld of .dull education in the than. , «venty-fiye colleges and universities 
United States since the mid nineteenth cen- P,ovl e courses in the field, 
turv An unprecedented spurt of activity Harvard University recently establised the 
occurred in th ■ yens from I860 to 1910 first full-time residence course in labour, 
when immigrants arrived in the United States. dealing with the procedures involved in 
The task of teaching them to read, write and negotiating, launching and administering 
speak English was recognized us b-.sic to the trade-union agreements. Special classes in 
>ssitnilation of these new comers. And, economics and labor relations are held for

u..' .. &! itfii .. ,, , iJk A  ' . . . .  Isi ■ id 8ft
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representatives of labor unions and company Correspondence School in Scranton, Pennsyl-
management at the Yale University Labor vania. In the past fifty-six years, it has
and Management Centre. The University of helped five million students. Through pocket-
Michigan program is designed to help workers sized pamphlets written by authorities in the 
to cope with day-to day problems of union several fields, it has taught subjects ranging 
organization, collective bargaining, and com- from arithmetic to shipbuilding. The lucidly 
munity welfare. An Institute of Labor Rela- written texts are prepared especially for learn-
tions has recently been set up at the Univer- ing without an instructor. Students usually
sity of Illinois, modelled after the New York receive one pamphlet at a time, enough to 
State School of Industrial and  Labor Relations keep them busy for fifteen hours. When the 
at Cornell University. work i3 completed, it is sent to the school for

grading and further instruction service, and 
JU NIO R COLLEGES • examination papers pour into Scranton at the

_ . , . i , • rate of 5 COO a day.Regarded as potentially the most impor­
tant of the formal institutions in the adult edu- Desnite the tremendously increased scope
cation field are the Junior colleges. A  com- of adult education in recent years educators 
paratively new phenomenon on the American are well aware that their goal to make life- 
educational see n e, they offer to undergraduates long learning available to everyone is not yet 
a two-year program of general education to realized. The obstacles still to be overcome 
follow the regular high school course. Because are in part those common to American edu- 
of their fixibility of program and because they cation generally— a grave shortage of facilities 
are planned to serve the community directly to serve a population whose standard of 
rather than as centers of advanced scholar- living has risen markedly and swiftly, providing 
ship3 the junior colleges have performed both time for and interest in more education, 
exceptional service in providing learning In addition, the adult educators must solve 
opportunities for adults. ' specialized problems for they are dealing

, . . . , • i i j  ,. with students whose backgrounds, 1 t»iests
One such institution which has a daytime anc| educational qualifications are incalculably 

student body of 3,COO has an enrolment or diverse
25,000 adults in its evening classes. Edu- •
cators, at the present time, are strongly advo- One of the principal needs of the moment
eating establishment of many more such is for more textbooks, pamphlets and films 
community colleges, of which there are now which will be understandable and useful to 
some 600 in the country. As indicative of the farmer who has had meagre formal school- 
the educational interest of adult groups, they ing, to the office or factory worker who has 
Point, for example to the town of Modesto, only recently developed an interest in the 
California, where 5,000 of the town’s 14,000 drama or in anthropologv; to the plumber who 
adult citizens are enrolled in courses spon- wishes to improve his skill in his own trade ; 
sored by the local junior college. to the young mother who wants not only to

care for her children’s physical well being but 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS also j-0 participate in their intellectual growth.

For adults in both city and country, the Because of these diverse interests, the 
correspondence schools nave filled a nee o concept of education in the adult field ex- 
JJ?.en and women who wish to study at om' • tends far bevond anything resembling con- 

hroughout the nation there are 450 private yentiona, classroom teaching. It includes 
correspondence schools and more t an i.J stagecraft and the production of plays by 
colleges, universities and teachers co eges amateur groups; weaving, furniture-making 
which offer education by mail. These vary and hundreds of other handicrafts; practical 
com short five-lesson stints to more amhi- experjence 9team -  fitting, welding or

turns programs of study, in anything from gny other ^  m5(?ht lesd to greater
W e k  history to chicken farming or business efficiency on the job. The term “ adult edu- 

numstration. cation " is, in fact, used to cover every type
The largest correspondence school in the of activity that broadens the individual s 

country— the one after which most of the horizon or enriches his life culturally or 
others are modelled — is the International vocationally.— US1S
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Visual Aids in Education
By F. R. G A R D N E R

( School Films Organiser for Essex, England )

I. Visual methods of instruction today can he the main provider of first-hand 
experience. They speed up education, as Well as enrich it. These are but trvo of 
the benefits which accrue from a change in techniques now being used to an 
increasing extent in Britain■ ]

When people are asked, “ What are visual Even so, it is difficult, but not impossible, to 
aids?'’, many are quick to answer “ films". give other projection apparatus equal flexi- 
This mistaken idea is, unfortunately, all too bility in visual material.
prevalent. Films play thei’r part, but they are Diascopic projectors, those in which a
not, by any means, tne only or most valuable concentrated light beam is directed through a 
visual aid avai able to teachers. There are the transparency, lend themselves more readily 
equally important school journeys, museum (0 c]3gg room conditions Any projector, 
collections, blackboards charts, diagrams, 8till or moving, should be able to provide a 
lanterns, episcopes and film strip projectors. picture at least 2 ft. 6 in. wide in controlled 
A  visual aid, in fact is any picture, model dayligh if it is to be considered suitable for 
object or device which provides the pupil school use.
■with concrete experience for the purpose of \rr\Y ; P P n ir r T A D e
introducing or developing abstraction, stimu­
lating activity or developing desirable The standard lantern, using glass slides
attitudes, 3* inches square and still supreme for brilliant,

r\ .■ i j  i i j  r clear pictures to large audiences, is beingOptical aids can be classed as those for , . , . n .. . . l i l b. . j  j  r • j -  - j  i supplanted in Britain s schools by the corn-group viewing, and those tor individual r • j  . . . i j  c, . . . ,r> ■ a .7 i .. «• . j i buied immature s ide-and-h m strip-projector,viewing. Briefly, the latter consist of such t ; m • i . i i.i ■ ■ .r . i i the n,m strip is cheaper, takes up less roomthings as micros''opes magnifying lenses and , - , H H, /-tl . . and is less fragile than g ass slides,stereoscopes. (The stereoscope, once a toy ° B
in every home, should be i i every school in It is a wartime development of the slide-
sufficient quantity for each member of a class projector associated in pre-war days with
to use one. W ith it scenery attains a vivid miniature cameras. Film strips were used to
reality, and its use in such subjects as solid a small extent before World W ar II, but it
geometry and geography would repay close was discovered to be an ideal method of 
.nvestigation , mass instruction for the Armed Forces, ensur-

t r p \ r  A P P \P A T n < ; ing that all training was identical. This, of
lU.fc.Al_ A! rA K A  1U5 course does not enamour it to the edu-

. . . i cationist Up to some hundred or 90 picturesThe group-viewing apparatus provides a can he printed ^  # 8equence on a ro]j of f;j
picture by either ep.scopic or diascopic pro- v,hic}l t{lkea up a yery sma]1 amount of e< 
ject.on, th a t ., by reflected Jighufrom a solid Jhp pictureB are printed one Q|  tWQ Briti8h 
surf ce. or bv transmitted light through a 8t,.nd„rd sizes, cine size, which is 36 mm, by 
positive, respective v. 24 mm., and cinema frame which is 24 mm.

The episcope (usually combined with a ^  mm.
disscopic Inntern arid called an epidiascope) Although the strip-projector is cheap and 
is, in theory, the ideal leaching aid. Any flat convenient to use, it must be borne in mind 
object or paper can be nrojected onto  the that there are serious restrictions and limita- 
screen, an exact n e b n of the origional. tions which must be overcome if it is to be 
Thus the visual mated 1 is available already used fully. The pre-arrangement of the 
in almost every classroom and library. But illustrations and the difficulty of obtaining 
(lie episcope is optically inefficient, requiring local or individual specialist illustrations is the 
full blackout and creating the complementary greatest drawback, 
difficulties of brd ventilation and poor teach- M O T IO N  PICTURES
mg conditions, further to use this instrument
to nnv extent in hot w fith e i would necessi- This brings us to the question of motion 
tste # fully :.w»coi'.d*fionerl class room, pictures, If films are to justify their great
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cost, it is essential that they are made with a provided, the schools visited must have their 
full understanding of the requirements of own selection of films. There is little educa- 
both teacher and pupil. The very term tional justification for mobile projection units 
“ motion picture ’ ’ means that they must h ive which take round programmes of hlms
some dynamic content. This often takes the arranged by some central body. Ideally a
form of continuity of processes or events, but mobile projection unit should be in charge ot
their greatest value lies in the ability to attained teacher who cannot only provide
portray normally unobservable motion, unobs- the projection facilities, but can a . 3 0  indicate 
ervable due to rapidity or slowness, or because to the resident teachers the correct technique 
the moving object is too small to be seen. to be used.
Thus, animation, slow motion, and speeded-
up photography and cine-micrography are L 3Ch0„ls shoulcj be provided with
the very essence of the educational him. waratU8 for taking photographs and making

The success or failure of the visual aid |antern slides, la  some schools cinema 
programme in a particular region rests not Cdlneras COuld even be provided. Groups 
only with the teachers, but equally with 0f teachers who meet to study and discuss 
those responsible for the educational admims- v;guaJ methods, ought to be given loan of 
tration. They have to provide, m lintain and apparatus and material. It is difficult to 
service suitable apparatus, supply libr iries or differentiate between the relative importance 
still and moving picture material anJ m ike 0 f the supply of equipment and the training 
facilities available for the provision of indivi- teachers, but it is certain that one is useless
dual material for teachers. without the other. Lastly, but by no means

LOCAL SELECTIO N least, architect administrators must consider
Where it is essential, through local circum- carefully the needs of all visual methods in 

stances, for mobile projection units to be their school designs.

Adult Education for Seamen.
T h e  W o r k  o f  th e  S ea fa rers  E d u ca t io n  S erv ice

O R IG IN S  On the other hand, he enjoys one great
advantage over the landsman. He is always 

The seafarer suffers one grave disadvan- in the same place. This may sound paradoxi- 
tage in the educational field when compared cal in view of what has been said above, 
with the landsman. He is always on the but, inspite of being constantly on the move, 
move. He seldom stays in any one place he is always in a ship. This gives him far
for more than a few days at a time, and he is more opportunity than the landsman for
often away from home for months, or even reading, since he has few other distraction*, 
years, on end. This means that he has not Hia job, moreover, often gives him the desire 
the access to libraries which the landsm an in to learn. He is constantly seeing new place* 
England takes for granted. Nor cm  he and hiving new expeiiences which arouse 
attend lectures, evening classes or literary his curiosity. Like the countryman, he han 
institutes. He is likely to remain ignorant of a special interest in the work* and way* of 
many things which are commonplace ashore : nature, in the weether, in the stars, ind in the
new books published, examination require- life ol the. sea.
T^nts, educational facilities available. Postal ,
difficulties and delays prevent him from taking It was to cater for the special needs ot the
joutine correspondence courses, or at least seafarer, and to fill a void in the English 
S  gaining the same benefit from them as educational system, th the beat .rer* Ldu- 
K‘« opposite number on land. He cannot cation Service was fu n d e d  in \ 9 bi he
regularly visit exhibitions, art museums and seamens unions, some enlighu- n > ; • P > >
theatres, and cannot play any part in the companies and those in oiesU; n .mffilt 
wcial life of his home town or village education, and under the m 'piM i.on of Ur
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Albert Mansbridge. Dr. Mansbridge had famous company recently wrote to the Service 
already founded the Workers’ Educational to say that its ships did not require libraries 
Association, which has been described by Sir because they were only at sea eight days at 
Richard Livingstone as one of the three most a time ! Nowadays the library service is al» 
original British achievements in education, most self-financing, the small balance of the 
the World Association for Adult Education, funds being contributed by a number of chari- 
and what has since become the National table trusts, voluntary societies and private 
Central Library. If the work of the Seafarers’ philanthropists.
Education Service is less well-known than Other difficulties existed on the organisa-
the work of these other bodies, it is because tional side. Broadly speaking, the majority
it is comparatively small when compared of exchange-libraries have always been des-
with them, catering as it doe3 for a single, if patched from London headquarters, but ship3
vital, industry. are permitted to exchange their libraries with

t * i • , £ .1 c , j  one another when abroad. This is a morein e  objects of the Service were to provide . , i j  i .l • . ri i I i ■ i • / .1 c economical method ihan the maintenance oflibraries on shore and in ships for the use of , , , . , . . o l
seafarers, to encourage, further and develop huge oo s oc a i "eien cen res roug 
the education of seafarers, to collect, circulate. ,out the world’ , a" d lf al1 ships carried S- E. S. 
publish and distribute information relating to hbrar.es would have no disadvantages. The
the education of seafarers, to found prizes succeLSS of.lhe SySte£m dep,ends very largely J i l l -  j  . . l j  r on the existence or somebody in the shipand scholarships, and to constitute a body or . ... , . i . V  ( l nT
persons well versed in affairs relating to the who will undertake to run the library efh- 
personnel of the British Merchant Navy and C15 nlly’ borne shipping companies deta, an 

i - ci . j  r ii j  • officer to do this, but in most ships a volunteerrishing Fleets and of persons well versed in , . j .. ij  - | acts as honorary librarian, and the keennesseducational questions. , . ■ c ru • .and enthusiasm of librarians naturally varies
T H E  L IB R A R Y  S E R V IC E  from ship to ship. In some cases prejudices

exist against the use by officers of books also 
The founders resolved to work slowly, read by the men, and some owners-ground-

and concentrated in the first instance upon lessly it has proved in practice —  feared thaf”
the • vision of libraries. Ihese were not books might carry vermin. Again, with the 
just l. :dies of books arbitrarily chosen, but best will in the world, losses of books are 
carefully selected works of fiction and non- hkeiy to be high, since the seaman is unable 
fiction, mostly newly purchased and catering to after them with the same care at sea
for all tastes. Numbers varied from fifty to as be would do in his own home, and can-
three hundred according to the size of the not always be prevented from passing a book
ships' companies. A  small part of the library, be has enjoyed on to a friend. These diffr
consisting of works of reference, was to be cullies, however, have not proved insuperable,
kept permanently on board. The rest was to Losses of books before the war were kept
be exchanged at intervals of three or four down to one-half of one per cent per annum,
months, and books, requested by the readers On the whole, the books were carefully 
were to be incorporated in the new libraries handled and well-read, and keen librarians
as they were despatched. In other words, were not lacking, while more and more ship-
this was to be a library service, functioning owners were persuaded that this was an 
as nearly as possible like a public iibrary economic and worthwhile investment. The 
system. success of the Service can be gauged from its

, . , . i . i , expansion, f rom its small beginnings in the
Certain d.fhcult.es cropped up in the early Bjue Funnel ship Aeneos in May, 1920, it has

days of this experiment. Since the aim was grown to serve nearly 1200 ships belonging
(o make the service self-supporting, ship- to over one hundred and thirty different com-
owners were asked to pay for them. At the panies. The library now consists of 170,000
pv« s time they pay twenty-six guineas a volumes, j 20,000 of which are in circulation,
yo n \or a library of two hundred volumes. and £S,000 a year is spent on new books.
1 1»* works out at something like a halfpenny Some three or four thousand ships — any com-

a week for the use of a book a small enough pan i(la ln  the British Empire are eligible
sum, but not one winch all shipowners have __ remain to bc serve(j, ancl .his is a matter of
proved willing to pay. Many of them have peraUflding their owner8 that the need exists,
vet to be persuaded that they will reap their r  „  „ „
reward in a happier and more efficient ship’s » C O LLEG E O F T H E  SEA
company. Some do not even recognise the From the very first, however, the S. E. S. 
need for books at aea at all, and one world- aimed ut more than the provision of libraries
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at sea. It also set up as an advice bureau, clarinet? making sausages, (all these have 
answering any questions relatine to books, been asked for), or whatever it may be. Parti- 
reading, education and examinations, and the cular shortages and difficulties anse horn 
education of seafarers’ children, Book lists time to time. At the present moment, thereis an 
were prepared in many subjects and, laigely increasing demand for modern languages, and 
through Dr. Mansbridge’s wide contacts in particularly Spanish. But it is very seldom that, 
the educational world, the Service was gra- through the good offices of one of the many 
dually able to call upon the help of hundreds friends who have learned of the woik of the 
of voluntary advisers. At the same time, College of the Sea over the past ten years, a 
works of non-fiction were lent to seafarers on tutor cannot be found. ihe list of advisers 
personal loan where they required them to and tutors is enormous but it might be of 
follow some hobby or study. After several interest to mention two or three. Professor 
years of experiment along these lines, it was Oliver of Manchester University, has for many 
decided to inaugurate the College of the Sea years been the Service 8 adviser in education, 
as an intrinsic part of the educational work. khe Astronomer Royal, Sir Harold Spencer

Jones, and many or his distinguished coJlea- 
The College of the Sea was designed to gues, have helped seafarers interested in 

assist any seaterer who wished to study a astronomy. Canon Haven, Master of Christ’s 
subject or pursue a hobby, the assistance to College? Cambridge, has given immense help 
take the form of continuous tuition, where to those whose hobby is bird-watching. Pro- 
such tuition was required and appropriate, fessor Pigou, Professor of Political Economy 
and not, as it had previously been, in the at Cambridge has helped some men with 
form of advice and guidance alone. The economics- Sir Henry Dighton Thomas, of the 
seafarer who wishes to become a student Natural History Museum, has helped budding 
writes to the Director explaining exactly geologists. And so on. It is impossible to do 
what he wishes to do — it may be anything justice to all those who, because they realiie 
from astronomy to zoology. 1 he Director and the special difficulties under which seemen 
his staff then put him in touch with an ex- work, have of their own free will helped thi* 
pert in the particular subject who corresponds movement forward.
with him directly, and any books which the Since most of the tuition is voluntary, the
tutor recommends are lent to the student by cost Qf the College of the Sea is relatively 
the Service. Set courses are not used; the sma[|. Students are asked to contribute only 
way in which the subject is tackled is an ^q/6 to help cover the loan of books, postage 
individual matter between student and tutor and other expenses. The administrative 
which has the great advantage that the student expenses are met largely by trust fund*,
can start at the point which best suits his education authorities— the Service has only
particular needs and the course can be adap- recently been officially recognised by the 
ted to suit his particular requirements- 1 he Ministry of Education for grant purpose but 
great bulk of the tuition is given voluntarily many Local Education Authorities have 
and in their spare time by members of univer- helped it financially for many years past— the 
sity staffs, schoolteachers, and specialists Cooperative Societies, business firms, colleges
among the general public. In order not to ancj schools, and a number of public-spirited
overburden these voluntary tutors they are individuals. Neverthless tne work is sorely
not asked to help more than one man at an} limited by lack of funds and the income is
one time unless they wish to do so. In a ;rregular, which consequently hampers pro-
few subjects, mathematics, modern languages per growth and development. W hat is really
and English in particular, the demand ror required is an endowment fund of some
help has been so great that it has been found y 200,000 which would yield a minimum
necessary to employ part-time paid tutors i ncome of regular amount.
for some 0^ ^ e/ 0It^  hundred public- The College was established at the end of
Carried on by n who |mve Volun- 1908. Since that date some 11,000 enquiries
spirited men an  ̂ have been made by seamen, and nearly one*
teered their services. _ Kalf of these have enrolled as students, while

p, , t0 work successfully, the the others have been lent books and given
ror the sys e r> have more tutors than advice. In wartime the work was extended to 

Service needs a £. ct the case .T h e  Service incl ide in Royal Navy, but since 1016 the
pupils, and this is w-1 t|ie rjghc Service has gone b ck to its peacetime func-
must always * - t : the st idy of old tion of providing educational facilities oulv 
man for the oc c cs , a birds, playing the for the Merchant Navy, since most of the 
Coins, the rearing ot

ADULT EDUCATION FOR SEAMEN 13



fund# which are not subscribed by educa- benefit from a technical correspondence 
tional authorities are given by Merchant course, it also undertakes to bring them up 
Navy organisations. As a percentage of the to that standard, 
total numbers of men in the Merchant Navy, „  . .
the number of students is small, but no . 1 ° encourage original work, the Service
smaller than the proportion of the adult po- offers a number of prizes annually to seafarers
pulation as a whole which is as yet interest d *or essays, short stories, poetry, photographs, 
in f arther education of a non - vocational models, paintings and handicraft work. It also 
character. The college of the Sea is still Polishes its own quarterly magazine The
young and its work is 3till not widely beajarefj which serves the dual role of
enough known since resources have never bunging information about education to the 
been such that large scale "propaganda’’ notice of the seamen and bringing the spe- 
hasbeen possible. With the special difficulties ?lal ?eeds ot seam,e,n bef° re those interested 
confronting the seamen the difficulties 1,1 education, in addition to publishing book 
resulting rom postil delrys, the diffic .ilties reviews of some of the books being bought 
due to the am ill amount of personal contact ‘ or. “ ie *°rar .̂’ Pllze winning essays and 
between tutor and student — though many articles ol special interest.
tutors invite their students to their homes Much remains to be done and much
when they are on leave — the degree of learned about the best ways of providing 
success which has been achieved is surprising. educational facilities at sea. Little as yet of 

,—..y., tr~d  a c t  a.'u 'lr 'c   ̂ corporate nature is done on board ship.O T H E R  A C T IV IT IE S  There are few discussioa groups and the
In addition to the activities outlined cinema-projector is a rarity. But it is belived 

above the S.E.S. performs a number of others that the Seafarers Education Service is tack- 
which do not fall conveniently under any ling the problem along the right lines, and 
heading. In general, the Service does not a long list of successes and achivements’ 
provide purely vacrtional training in seamen- from the ship’s boy who has eventually 
•hip and navigation because courses are taken the extra - Master’s Certificate, and the 
provided by various navigation schools, It aspirant novelists and painters, to the kind 
does, however, from funds provided by the of man who writes, as one did recently, “ 1 
Thomas Gray Memorial Trust, offer scholar- have now been a student of the College of 
ships to yoitug seamen under 23 which pay the Sea for two years ..... .. My enjoyment
for their books and a correspondence course of Shakespeare and Keats has increased ten- 
to enable them to tak ; their Second Mate’s fold under (my tutor’s) guidance bears 
Certificate, ll these young man are not up witness to this conclusion, 
to the standard at which they ate able to Ronald Hope,

NEWS from FAK and NEAR
C A L C U T T A  should be given lessons in general knowledge’

A D U L T  ED U C A  110 4 including personal and community hygiene’
natural science, village economics and civics, 

10-Ycar Prorjammtbrged. as also in namta simple roots, weights and
measures, d lily bazar accounts and the adult 

The Adult Education Comm:itee constitu- should be taught lo count and write u d  
ted ! y West Bengal Government decided to 1,000.
at its first meeting th 't ->bi!iiy to read simple , ,,I l . , .,;i . > <raj i ‘ Addressing the Committee, S Andbooks :int news |)> j" is f mi > . 1 treelv even c* i J r '  r\tui,.i , , . ,i , Chandra Cupta, Chairman, it is gathered oatdwitnoui propei ■ ■ a.Tji ti. '.■.luii arid ability to , ,i i . ,. *? lcrea, saidi i - i ,i.| i • i i that the recommendations of thewrite what one I'-.id-s 'ilinuM lie considered , , i r  „  . ... . u,e ‘-ommitteei > r I ■ i , anoni I be made with a view to fA  ~  i •standard of Im.'.1 it is lean t . .. , , ... . /L . *cw . W  making• the illiterates literate, (b) ensuring by continu-

| he ommii'ee, it is further learnt, decided ous education that those made literate did
that uc a part of adult educoti .i art adult not lapse into illiteracy as was usually the

y d  ....................k i  . , a- ,..c • .
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case with the pupils in primary schools, and S H IL L O N G -
(c) imparting information and cultural educat- A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  FOR W O M E N  
ion to those who were not literate and could
not possibly be made so. In order to achieve ------
these objectives, Sj. Gupta urged the Com- _  , _  c ,
mittee to formulate a 10-year programme for FinaI Touches Being Given To Scheme
the purpose,

J O D H P U R - SHILLO NG . July 29 (D e la y e d ) The
\  r*\f ti t  r"r't,r io  a t i \ t n n  u / r  itvt Question of fldult education for women inA D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  D R IV E  IN  Aggam wag discussed and important decision8

JO D H P U R  were taken when Mies Amolprobha Das,
JO DHPUR, Aug 10. - ' ‘ We have to Special Officer Basic Education Department,

educate our human power of 30 lakhs in order § ss.am- Mr. Mahendramohan Ghoudhury,
, l ■. r rarliamentary Secretary, Education, Ur. S. K..to harness it for resuscitating the economic nL rv . c d l i- t „ ii-r. c i li l i .  Dhuyan, Uirector oi rubhc Instruction, and
r b l r r • an? Png • S r  Mr. N - Phllkan' Secretary, Education Depart-
,i e " i  ’P i ej i CaC iP eiV<jr-'nln ’ e j  , ment, met His Excellency and Lady Hydaridemocratic Jodhpur. said Jodhpur s tducat- , L  ̂ r  . , , '«». . * J 1 »» n  ivr. , at a conference at Government House,on Minister, Mr. M. U, Mitra, while inaugura­
ting a two-day adult education conference Dr- Dhuyan told the Associated Press
last week. The conference was attended that final touches were being given to put the
by over 150 educationists and public scheme immediately into operation and hoped 
workers. that in view of the keen interest expressed

Mr. Mitra added that the percentage of by a large number of womens organisations 
literacy in Jodhpur was only four compared in the Province, it would be possible tu make
to 13 elsewhere in India. a definite head way in the current year— A.P.l.

The population of Jodhpur, according to MADRAS___
the 1941 census was 26 lakhs and out of this ___
there were 15 lakh illiterates between the A D U L T  E b U C A ! IO N  SCHEM E
ages of 12 and 45. “ If democracy is to succeed M A DRA S, Aug 13, A few details of the
and find roots in Marwar all the adults have Adult Education Scheme formulated by the 
to be made liter rte within the shortest space Government were furnished by Mr. T. S, 
of time, ” said Mr. Mitra. Avinashilingam Chettiar, Minister for Educa-

Referring to the three-year programme tion, in reply to a question asked by Mr. R. 
of the Central Government for raising the Suryanarayan Rao in the Madras Legislative 
percentage of literacy in India to 50, Mr. Mitra Council to-day.
said the Jodhpur Government ivould add to -r? . a i 1 n i
that plan training in self-defence and a The Minister said that an Adult Education
craft Lack of funds was a great obstacle and had been formulated and it included
the public would have to give a helping be following six items : Adult literacy schoolstne puDlic wouiu & for liquidating llh eracy among adults; train-
hanc ' . .  . >ng of staff for adult literacy work; rural

In a touching reference to Mahatma Co,lege for giving higher educational training 
Gandhi, Mr. Mitra said that Gandhiji had for persons who h id some education already ;
“ for 30 years, stout-heartedly carried the training camps for soci 1 service workers; 
entire burden of the country on his trail training camps for citizenship and youth 
shoulders and had brought her into the gate- workers; and visual instruction Th scheme 
way of freedom. ” had been well received by the public. The

The conference passed a number of reso- Government were always watching the react- 
lutions on the celebration of literacy week in ions to the schemes put forward by them and 
Marwar, establishment of ‘ each one — teach any coostiuetive criticisms would be consider - 
one societies, fixation of two days every ed by Government 
month in schools and colleges as literacy days, Answering r
introduction of proficiency badges in literacy k d by the „ me member, the Minister'
r i e  G0r *nd girl *ut \ n r ,n<nd ng ^  ^ s :
lach o , 2 o r . nnJSnn(!0 mâ  ,tob*,ga‘oty ‘0r Sub-Committee of the Provincial Board ot 
S s t e r a / e V 2' 30) employees to turn one £d tion. The scheme was not discussed

f ^ t e r  l l  T  yea? a m bv the Board as it had been made dear thatof better Ining societies in villages.
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in such matters in which action could be Councillor, an adult school was opened 
taken without further consideration, the yesterday by Mr. S R. Chnndran. Dr. C. Nan- 
Government could straightway accept the jappa, Chairman of the Coimbatore Munici-
recommendations of the Sub-Committee. pality, presided.
N A G P U R —  Mr. S. R. Chandran stressed the import-
“ E D U C A TE  A T  LE A S T  T W O  A D U L T  anf e fof adu>t education and appealed for

volunteers to take up the work. Mr, Nan- 
IL L lT E R  ATES ” jappa Gouder proposed a vote of thanks.—

___  F. O. C.
Nagpur 'Varsity Fiat B O M B A Y —

N A G PU R , Aug. 23.— Women t students C ITY  A D ULT E D U C A T IO N
of the Nagpur University must not only have C O M M IT T E E .
Physical education, but must be trained in Under the auspices of the Bombay City
the art of self defence. This principle was Adult Education Committee the literacy Certi- 
accepted by the University yesterday when ficate Distribution ceremonv was held at Nai- 
the Academic Council and Executive Council Welfare Centre on August 20 at 9-0 p.m.
unanimously endorsed the report of a smaller , ,
committee on the subject. Mr. Kelshikar proposed by Mr. Champaklal

G. Modi, presided.
The Executive Council, accenting this M r_ g. M  Kapadia the Special Literacy

po icy appointed a committee to draw up a officer. Mr. S A. Upsh am, M r. Y. C. Gaikwad 
e ai C'. p an an suomit l a e nex mce - and odler prominent gentlemen were present, 

ing tor implementation by the University
authorities. LANCASHIRE & CHESHIRE—

It is learnt that of the total of five thousand N E W  SEASONS’ PLANS
students appearing annually at various Uni- The Union of Lancashire and Cheshire 
versity examinations ror the degree courses, Institutes, a federation of local authorities
fifteen hundred are women candidates com providing courses in higher education, with
different colleges in the province. the co-operation of the Ministry of Education

N E W  P LA N  and Industry, has issued its prospectus for
A ,i , . j  • • , . j  , 1948-9—614 closely printed pages coveringAnother important decision related to a wjde of study. The union now

the approval of the social education plan of indude8 Lanc, ahir(?) Cheshire, Flintshire,
the Provincial Government. Denbighshire, Caernarvonshire, Anglesey,

A fter considering the communication from the High Peak division of Derbyshire, and
the Education Secretary to the Government, the Isle of Man.
the Executive Council of the University deci- TL . , . i • loan r1 i ,l . . rr , r„ t i in,io n .1 1 he movement was started in whended that with effect from July 1948, all the . t , , o • , r .l ra n:I! • •, il  l l i l l  l ■ the secretary of the Society for the DiffusionUniversity and high school students appearing c i ] i t is ' , i »» . _ _  .t , l ■ .. J l a c  of Useful Knowledge, a Mr. Coates, c im e tofor matriculation examination and staffs of Manchaster to start an association of institu- 

Colleges will implement the social educa. tions in thfi neighbourhood which resulted
tion scheme within their own SDhere and . • i - l ■, ri . . j . , ] | .... ■ . m an organisation which had as its firsteducate at least two adult illiterates in accor- c 1 , ■ -pi 7, ..i -I j  , i course of lectures a series on I he comicdance with prescribed curriculum approved . i l n . p •. ■ ,, "i ,i r  . j  . ,, * i • liturature and ball ids of Great Britain Theby the Government during the Academic i • . . ’ -rL . ,b srbjects are sterner now. 1 hey include

various branches of engineering, building,
Only on the production of testimony of commerce, naval architecture, chemistry,

having made two adults literate, University textiles, coalmining, and industrial art, and
students can take their degrees in April 1950. courses for plumbers, carpenters’ brick layers

The Executive Council constituted a small an<̂  ^oder makers. 
committee to prescribe a regular University New courses carry versatility still farther, 
social education course foi students— API. catering for dressmakers, shorthand typists.'
C O IM B A T O R E_ and fipfikeepers. The rural course has been

Aral tr r c r u n n r  A P t M c n  completely revised and provides instructionA D U L T  S ... I )OL ENEL in Hye-stock improvement, “ balanced rations"
C O IM B A T O R E , July 19 At the residence instock feeding, rural homecraft, farm machi- 

ul Mr. N- Nnnjappa Gouder, Municipal nary, and wood-work
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Extension Courier. Danish Club Leaders.
Manchester LJniversity's extension courses To give Scandinavian youlh workers an S

for next session range even more widely : opportunity of learning how Britain ha* built ,
from Biblical archaeology to musical apprecia* n partnership between the State and vclun- # 
tion ; from Goethe to X-ray crystallography. 1 organisations, six representatives of ■
Other lecture series are on plant and fossil British youth workers have been on tr ri ciu- fj 
study, animal environment, physical optics, rc>ca 1 visit to Molego, Denmark. A * ftUritfcS 
adult educateon. Lancashir’s part in the li.d- of the Landsforeningen af Uugdorns-klul'bci i 
ustrial Revolution, organic chemistry, “science Danm ark, which is affiliated to the National 
and the plain, man, ” visual aids in history Association of Girls’ Clubs and Mixed C lubsfl 
teaching, British painting, Jewish philosophy *n Britain, the British visitors took part w it). 
Greek and Roman 4< views on the nature of the Danish and Swedish youth worker* in 
of things*’, phychologys and musical harmony. ® one-day examination of youth woik in Great % 
There are lectures in French and Italian Britain.
und two summer schools. The British o.ganiser, M r ), H. Higgin.oa,

Tutorial courses and sessional classes in in Education Goldsmiths'College |
collaboration with the workers’ Educational L ° n?on’ explained the historical backgr, und 
Association are expected to begin at the end 2 . 6 ?rese”, Partnership the l.u»i»h
of September and residential courses at Hally - C!V ce ° *ou! ‘\ * ne Bntish represent
ROyde Residential College, Manchester, start tatl^ s ^ Ve the“  own views concerning <h« g  
on August 30. The Margaret Ashton Memo- proble™S c(re^ ed by J?u§h >’0,.ltbfl *>/ b h lM «  
rial Lecture at Manchester University on ^  i of the rural districts of Scotland a n i l  
October 5 will be given by Dame Caroline Southern England ; of the experimental work* |  
Haslett on “ Women in industry and mam Cf J d ,°fUt. atK,G f,te8 House Chiswick ; and |  
agement ” J the Sir Samuel Hall Oration of dub hfe in Northern Ireland.
( October 12 ) by Professor Dorothy Emmet When asked by the Danish represent..- jj 
on " In memoriam— A  N. Whitehead, ” and tive to create on the spot a slogan npplic ,bl« 
the Ludwig Mond Lecture ( October 21 ) to all youth leaders in Britain the Biilith 1 
by Sir Ben Lockspeiser on “ Science and representatives suggested ” Citizen*!.ip (or 
music.” Deniocrccy.’’

__________

Report of .Activities in Jaipur State. i  I
The Jaipur Government was pleased to and local dance as well a* recitation of poeltinn  

•anction one lakh rupees for organising adult and antakshari are arranged. Illitn  tr adult* 8 
education in the State during 1946-47. One. between 15 and 40 years of age io taught S
hundred adult education Centres were started Hindi up to the standard of claw*, second^] 
in rural areas. The Organization Was after Arithmetic is also included in the eo..mn 4.«r| 'ftp? 
tli* model of Mr. Mande's Scheme. is confined to the teuching ol num b*r|jj9

r> • , .nt-j . a . » simple addition, subtraction uids£as * »f 3 I
Adult Educational Centres were started in two Adulls attend the centres for an hour daily, i 
batches from October 1947 to February 1948, Men assemble during night between 7 30 ami i  
and April 1948 to August 1948, A t present 10-30 p-m. according to their c o n v e n ie n t!
45 Centres are running in Jaipur City of Females find it convenierit to attend , e n t r e t l  
which 16 belong to ladie*. between I p. m. and 4 p .m . 55 nim utarH

-pi , , ,, ,,„i, are devoted to literacy work and the r«*e WS
The aim is to prepare adults though of the time is rC0ervec| for general nctivltiea H

education for leadings useful and efficient *  "•
,i,e- For this they ore acquainted with Adult workers in charge of Centres «te p a U il
elementary principles of civic life. General f0]|nw8 : —
information on current topics is imparted
!>• addition to duties of parent, towards or keep,ng an average attendance ol 12 g
children* topics o n  health and hygiene adult* m  n moull. i t .u h m  »'« j i .m l  * «  $
discussion* on educational topics, folk music allowance ol Its. I »/- p. m. )f n v *  miufi*
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than the prescribed limit are declared sue- duration of Course is 120 days. A  worker 
cessful at the literacy test, a bonus of Rs. 2/- can keep up to 25 and 15 adults in a centre 
per man adult made literate is paid in addi- for men and women adults respectively. If 
tion to monthly remuneration. In case of the number goes beyond it, the centre can 
women, there should be 8 ladies in a Centre be split up into two sections but l i  hours 
regularly. Rs. 20 - p, m. is paid to the will have to be allotted to each. For granting 
teacher and for each extra woman made remuneration each section is then treated as 
literate Rs. 3h  per head is also paid. The separate unit.

K

A d u lt  E d u c a tio n  In  M adras  P ro v in c e
o

Bv. H . A . PO PLEY.

The Madras Government has drawn up In addition it is proposed to open rural 
a good scheme for the extension of Adult colleges in the different language areas, 
Education in the province. This scheme somewhat on the lines of the. Folk High 
does not aim merely at the eradication of Schools in Denmark, and to provide in these 
illiteracy in the adult population, but has a two years' course of further education to 
in view the wider aspects of continued edu- men and women who have read up to the 
cation for adults who have already acquired Third Form. The subjects for study in these 
literacy but have not been able to continue Rural Colleges will include History, Econo, 
their education beyond the middle school mics, Co operation, Agriculture, Home 

’ it -.ge. Any sound scheme of Adult Educa- Science and other social studies. Further 
tion in India must keep in view these two Training Camps for social service workers 
aims. The abolition of illiteracy alone will and Training courses in Citizenship are to 
not take us very far unless we couple with be organised during the holiday seasons for 
it the wider aspects of further knowledge limited periods, 
and experience which can only result from
the possibility o f men and women E arning For all these purposes funds have been
more of the world in which they live and sanctioned and stipends will be given to
of making use of the opportunities of prog- students to enable them to atterd the colleges 
reis and understanding which the acqui- or courses without difficulty. Inspecting 
sition of literacy and co-operation in conti- Officers and teachers are also to be given 
nued education will give. Literacy is not special instruction in methods of Adult Educa- 
an end in itself but only a tool bv means of tion.
which men and women are enabled to enter . , ...
into wider fields of knowledge and usefulness. If these plans are carried out they will

mean a real step forward in Adult Education
The Madras plan of Adult Education has in Madras Province. I he Government also 

these objectives in view and seeks to build hopes that these special courses will provide 
up a force of teachers, who in such part-time examples for the opening of similar institu- 
ia hools, meeting either in early morning or tions by private or semi-public bodies so 

, nt night, wiIIbe able successfully to carry out th; t a wide network of such classes and 
this plan. The Government has decided to courses will gradually develop throughout 
•tart immediately six Training Schools for the Province 
•uch part-time teachers. These Training .
Schools will give a six weeks’ course in Adult This is certainly a wise and courageous 
Education technique, including instruction plan, which if implemented both by Govern- 
in the L'ubach Quick Literacy plan, in the merit and other bodies, should help substan- 

X u«e of modern methods of teaching general tielly in providing a sound scheme of Adult 
•ubjeefs to adults, in the organisation and Education for the Province. Much will 
ute of village libraries, and in various other depend on the statesmanship and drive of 
allied subjects. It is proposed to train some Government officers, and much more upon 

? hundreds of ieachers in these Schools and the hearty co-operation of public bodies 
» J o  send them out to start village Adult schools and philanthropic organisations. It has yet 
1 giving them a regular monthly gran* and to be shown that rural people are anxious fos 

•yiupment grants for the purpose continued education, and th# desire for thi
*

'



will only be stimulated if the methods emp- W e shall look forward with great interest 
loyed are such as to win the interest and to f]ie working out of these plans and crust 
co-operation of the rural people. It is good , ,L , . , . , ...
to see that lantern slides and films are to be lhat they will demonstrate the practicability
utilised as much as possible and that music of methods by means of which the great 
and drama are to be encouraged. These number of India’s village people w ill be 
will undoubtedly help to create and develop enab!ed {Q make use of the too!s of knowled 
interest, but the success or the plan will f &
depend ultimately upon the ability and *or *“ eir own im P ro vem ent and for t i e  wel- 
enthusiasm of the teachers, fare of the whole country.

( Mysore State Adult Education Council.
Report of work done during the Year 1947 48.

1. Literacy. -4324 classes were started, libraries and the members who nuke use of 
including 242 classes for ladies and 470 class- the libraries, in the selection of books for 
es for depressed classes during the year under study, 
report. 88.29! adults were under instruction. _

5. General Education. A  Van has been 
2 , Book Clubs. At the end of the five purchased for the work relating to General

month course, the students are tested, a n d . Education. It has been fitted up with a
successful candidates are awarded certificates generator, a loudspeaker, a 16 mm. sound
and a follow-up book club is formed. The projector and a gramophone with records. 20
council ’•■regents each club with a library Educational films (16 mm) have been pur-
of 80 booklets specially written for them in chased. An operator and a commentator

'  bold tvpe and simple style. 2161 such book have been touring all over the State, and
sets have been sent during the year. arranging for film shows in towns and

villages.
A  weekly paper called “ Belnku ” (Light)

i9 published for the students of the literacy Free shows of 35 mm, films are also being 
I classes and the members of the book club arranged in places where cinema theatres are

and libraries, where topics of current interst available- For this purpose films are borrowed
I and matters relating to Adult Education work from the United States Information Service,

in the State are given in simple and easily
understandable language. 6000 copies are One Folk Arts Festival was celebrated at 
printed and despatchedevery week to the Chikmagalur during the year. Exhibition of
iibraues and literacy classes. pictures and posters are being arranged in

*  . . .  , . a.Artpj  Places where social and religious festivals are
3. Libraries. 147 libraries were started held., Small grants are also beim given to 

during the year and the total number of rural encourage folk arts like ’Marionette" shows 
libraries at present is 1,794. Books, penodi- Shadow plays village dramatic performances’ 
cals and newspapers suited to the taste of tne Folk dances arranged by the villagers Folk 
Raders and-supplied to each of the libraries songs and Lavanis are being collected and 
I he libraries are serving as centres of genera! . published by the Council 
education work, and will gradually develop
into Community Centres, 6 , Vidyapeth. One Vidyapeeth has been

*  ' 4. C e n ta l Libraries. There are 4 Central Nanjangud on the model of the
Libraries which cater to the needs of the rural tjoh.where the ' 4u?ta V *  *  i" sti] u-libraries It is proposed to have two Central ' , ,  , ‘s Bre liven a liberal edu.
H b . a . i d V h c f f i . i C  in * .  n e „  lu .u ,.

A  Readers* Monthly called Pustaka hra- for five months rnd the adults return to their 
pancha” which gives reviews and summaries .villages as better f toners better workers with 
of new books published in Kannada is 9iipph* an improved outlook on life. 32 students 
«d to rural libraries, with a view to guide the received instruction during the year.
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7. Planning, Research & Development, 9, Administration and Supervision. The
Research is being conducted under the direc- Council which ia a non-official organisation 
tion of experts in literacy work, library organi- functions through its executive Committee. A  
sation, Adult Psychology and General Educa- senior Officer of the Education Department 
tion. has been deputed to work ac the Chief

/ -pi .. £ • ! • £ •  .1 Executive Officer of the council and three
V C j  1 | . T V ? *  U 1 Jlng j  6 other experienced officers are deputed tokannada alphabet has been taken up and an work ag lhe Organising Secretaries of the 
expert committee consisting or the represen- Council 
tative3of the Kannada speaking provinces in 
South India has met and came to an agree­
ment with regard to some fundamental In each district there are two officers in
changes in the Kannada, charge of adult education to work under the

-(b) The Council has also drawn up a plan general guidance of the District Adult Educa­
tor the total liquidation of illiteracy within a tion Committees. Supervisors also have been 
period of ten years. appointed to organise and supervise literacy

fc) Reading Classes. Just to introduce cla.s,se8 a n d  to [n9P?°‘ a.n d  necessary
good books to the readers and to create Su,dal?ce ibranant and library
active interest and good taste among the committee in each taluk, 
readers, reading classes have been started in
some of the libraries in Nandya District. |f„ Jhe Government is considering the

The librarian reads a chapter of a good question of passing an Adults Education Act 
book for about an hour in the evening and providing for Adult Education on systematic 
introduces the readers to the books. Some- lines. It is proposed to compel owners of 
time interesting parts from classics and iactories and other employers of labour to 
ouranas also are read .and the meaning is provide funds and other facilities for the 
expl iced to the audience. This system has education of their employees. Government 
shown satisfactory progress during the year employees like servants, Railwavmen, will be 
under report. compelled to become liter-ite vrithin a speci-

(d) A  scheme has been prepared with fied period failing which they will neither be 
regard to starting of town libraries and it is confirmed nor promoted, it is also proposed to 
proposed to start libraries at Bangalore City, deny franchise to those who remain illiterate 
Mysore and Closepet shortly. a,fte\ a specified period to refuse to recognise

. , , -r . , , , , the thumb impression in any document after
te A scheme of Tutorial classes has been a certa;n (Jate. Another interesting proposal

drawn up with the idea of giving higher . to !evy illiteracy tax on all persons 
education to Adults made literate in subjects remaining illiterate after a specified date. To  
hke History, Geography} Health, C iv ic * and gecure a*  adequate number of teachers and 
hveiyday Science. workers it is proposed to make social service

8 . Finance. The sanctioned Budget for f° r a* least 6 months compulsory, for all
the year under report was Rs. 6 28,000 includ- persons seeking employment after the High
ing R». 5,00,000 from the Government. School or the College Course.
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Editor: RAN,tlrJ M. CH ETS1N GH . M. A . T.D., B .A d. Ed

l
Single copy ; A*. 8 Six copies in the yenr In Indip : 8*. M  p.».

On th e a p p roved  list o f  the G overnm en ts o f  B a n d a , B ih ar, C .P ., D e lh i, QxoaUot. Indore, M ysore  

N .W . F .P . ,  O rissa , S ind , P u n ja b . U .P .  a n d  others,

. ii. ■ i

Greetings and congratulations to T h e  Indian Jou rna l o f  A d u i i  E d u cation  on its 
entry on its frftli year oi useful work...I look forward with confidence to the valuable 
assistance of the I.1AE in this connection (post-war Developments) when the time for an 
advance arrives — John S a rg en t. Educational Adviser to the Government of India,

‘ ..Already made its mark and is now indispensable for all those who are interested 
in i he Adult Education lUovt ment' — A m a ra n a ih a  Jha. President, I. A E A and Vi™ 
Chancellor, Allahabad University. ' u lce'

‘ ...This journal has been rendering useful service to this important educational 
cause which is, unfortunately, being driven somewhat into the background on account 
of the urgent preoccupations of war.’ — K . G , S a iy id a in . Educational Adviser. Bombay Govt

‘...M ust be in the hands of every worker in the cause of rural reconstruction and 
adult education’ — E d u ca tion a l Ind ia .

‘ ...Contains several articles of value, interesting reviews of the progress and present 
position of i lie movement...valuable suggestions for improving the work .. reviews of educational 
literature — T h e H in d u .

‘ ...W e congratulate the management on this venture and have great pleasure in 
recommending it for the libraiies of schools, colleges and training institutions ’ — P u n ja b  
Educational Journal,

• ...Publishing articles as it does .from distinguished workers and critics this journal
provides a challenging and stimulating survey of the most modern thought in the department 
of Adult Education .. . ’—T h e  S o cia l W e l fa r e

.. This magazine bids fair to be of large value in keeping workers m  the field m 
touch with each other — the news items are copious and informing.’ C hrirliaa  E d u cation

♦
‘ .. It is certainly a very fine journal and far ahead of anything that Adult Edu 

cation in India has hitherto produced, 1 am fascinated by the articles on village adult 
education. They seem to have got a good way ahead of what I knew in my nme jn 
India.’— D r . H a r o ld  M a n n .

T wish the Indian Journal of Adult Education to continue and increase it- sphere 
of usefulness.’ — S irJ o g cn d ra  S in gh , Member for Education Viceroy’s Executive Council 1

‘Congratulations on this creditable paper,’—M r . a n d  M rs . O g d en , K a sg a n ), U .P
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Mr. R- K. Balbir, Associate Secretary of the I. A. E. A. Contributes the following :

The Government’s blue print for parts of the country face today is the possi- 
education, an analysis of which was ble belie that the Government alone can 
published in the last issue of this Journal, adequately jneet the requirements of peopleis 
is an impressive document particularly in education. This is a fallacy. All available 
relation to Social Education. But b’ue- resources must be pooled and technical 
prints are not what will solve the problems leadership for people s education must carry 
of our country. W e have thought and plan- the people with it Therefore it may be as 
ned • but now the country needs effective well to remember that adult education to be 
action. A t the 5th All India Adult Education effective in any given area can best be 
Conference held at Rewa last year adult developed through a net-work of non official 
educationists—officials and non-officials ass- adult education boards, if necessary, serviced 
embled from different parts of the country by Government personnel.
recommended the setting up of an Institutute Ani r i T c m  i p a t i a m
of Adult Education with suitable departments, FO R TH C O M IN G  A D U L T  E D U C A TIO N  
working on the production of material for G U l\rE K E N C E ,
adult education; suitable literature, charts , . r ,
and other audo-visual aids including the The 6th A ll India Adult Education
development of short range transmitters, Conference this year is being held in Mysore, 
films, film strips—and all these at an extensive It is hoped that delegates to the Conference 
scale sufficient to meet the country’s needs. will be enabled to visit different centres 
The President of the Indian Adult Educa- exhibiting various aspects ot adult education 
lion Association, Dr. Amaranatha Jha, also activities being carried on in Mysore. Apart 
pleaded for an Adult Education Institute from facilitating exchange ot notes and 
at the Education Minister’s Conference promoting discussion of common problems, 
convened by Maulana Azad early in the Conference will provide for all those 
1948 That conference accepted the recom- interested a good opportunity to see for 
mendations made in this regard on themselves that adult education is not a mere 
behalf of the l.A.E.A. W e hope those slogan and though lakhs of rupees are being 
recommendations will be followed vigorously spent, as in Mysore, people’s education must 
notwithstanding the recent anti-inflation continue to secure a still greater proportion 
policy of the Government of India. Before of its share from the Exchequer ; for the need 
the New Constitution is finally adopted, we of educating the adult population in our 
should be able to make a suitable beginning country cannot be over-emph isized particu- 
at educating the Indian adult as to what rights larly if we mean to build up the character of 
and obligations flow from citizenship of a free our nation that has to take its due place in 
country, what is the import of a vote and how, administering its own affairs and those of 
for its exercise he must learn to discern and the world in the mission of promoting peace, 
discriminate between larger interests and prosperity and general welfare of mankind, 
human values as distinct from propaganda
and illusory slogans- Never before indeed All those interested in the forthcoming
was the need of adult education so great. Adult Education Conference to be held in

Mysore in the last week of DecemOer I94S 
RO LE OF V O L U N T A R Y  O R G A N IS A TIO N S  are requested to communic le with the

Assistant Secretary, Indian Adult Education 
Amother danger that our Popular Minis- Association, 20, Siri Ram Road. Delhi Civil 

ters of Education at the Centre and in other Lines.
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Adult Education For India
Now that we afe free and nothing in the shape of hindrance can come in 

the way of our progress, on all sides it is essential and vital too that 
illiteracy should be swept away once for all from the soil of^our country 
so that she may once again lead the^whole world and become the light 
of Asia,

This article by an eminent educationist gives statistical survey and plan 
to wipe out illiteracy from the country within twenty five years,

Mass education is the scaffolding 1931 ^-3
on which real democracy exists, India 1941 ‘^
has a very low percentage of literacy in the Compulsory primary education ha3 a
•World and yet no satisfactory attempts are j j rect bearing on the literacy of any nation 
being made to make her millions of adult anc] from ^ is  pojnt Qf view it is worthwhile 
countrymen into intelligent and independent noting that £  K. Gokhale moved a bill for 
citizens. compulsory primary education in the Central

. , . Assembly in 1910-11 which was unfortunately
Adult Education Movement is in India defeated. By this time people were already 

yet in its swadding clothes- Even today it thinking on these lines and we find the
remains predominantly a mass literacy existence of the first night school in Rajah-
movement. Before the British rule, India, mundry in 1907. This may be an isolated 
it is s-id, had a high percentage of literacy case but it is likely that many such institutions 
maintained by indigenous systems of educa- were in existence, though no records are 
tional institutions, like Maths, Pathashalas, available The real phase of the movement 
Madarsas, M-ktabs, Ashrams, etc. Though stirted after the World W ar 1 1914-18. when
the education thus imparted was not of a {he Y M C A  and Poet Tagore showed active
high standard yet it fulfilled the fundamental interest. By 1921 the upsurge of national 
needs of education. It is quite possible that consciousness and national struggle stimulated 
Adult Education was carried on through Bie movement. Many students left school 
religious discourses, reading of holy scriptures ancj co||ege8 due to political reasons and 
arid roaming ascetics who inculcated at least natUrally the need for National Educational 
some type of moral education. W ith the Institutions was felt and Vidyapiths grew up. 
advent of British rule in India, these indigen- Among the provinces, the Punjab took the 
ous systems died out and lost their significance ]eaj  by launching a campaign against illite- 
and appeal due to the introduction of English r 1922-23. The Servants of India
education. Literacy figures have a sorry tale Society made an isolated beginning in 1916 
to tell, about the neglect of the rules regarding anj  too^ Jt more energetically from 1923 
gene.-a] education. From the table it will be onwards In 1926 the Bhagini Samaj of Bombay 
seen that between a period of fifty years 1881 undertook education of adult women and 
to 1931 literacy figures increased only by 4,5 the very next year they resorted to visual aid 
per cent and in the next ten years 193141, for tllft p lrp08e, In 1929 and 1931 one 
it increased by 4,1 per cent. This pheno- |VJr- Subba Rao started two schools for 
menal rise during the last decade can safely training rural workers in South Ind.a. The 
be attributed to the growing consciousness c|ecacJe that followed is very significant from 
of Indian people in social, political, na edu- Adult Education point of view, because
cational fields as also to the effects of popular (Be Biggest jump in literacy figures took place 
(Congress) ministries in various provinces. during this period. But it is not possible to

Y ear Percentage trace here the provincial achievements in
of Literary this field.

|g®*j 4Y  Among the efforts in the direction of Adult
I 9,)j 5.3 Education on an A ll Indian scale, the first
j 9 j |  5.9 and foremost is the establishment of the
192) 7.3 Indian Adult Education Society in Delhi in
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1937. At the first instance, its field of activity The scheme envisages compulsory primary
was only limited to Delhi, later this Society education of all children between the ages 
convened an A ll India Conference of persons of 6 and 14 years- But it embraces all persona 
interested in Adult Education in 1938. The between the ages of 10 and 40 years in its
main objects of the Society as expressed at its fold as it will be wasteful, when the whole
second conference were to spread knowledge Scheme comes into operation, to admit child- 
among peoples of India on all subjects relating Ten. The plan hoDes to make India 100 
to their welfare and culture, to initiate adult per cent literate in 25 years out of which 5 
education activities wherever necessary ; to years will be devoted to experiment, research 
serve as a central bureau of information and and planning. Adult Education proper will 
to co-operate with bodies carrying on adult take it* rightful place only after the seventeen, 
education work. th year; till that time only 10 per cent of the

finances will be utilized for this purpose.
Membership was classified under two The whole Scheme will cost about 60 crores

heads-institutional and individual. The of rupees spread over a period of 23 years.
Committee also set up a literacy standard. As .
regards proper adult education it recommend- Though technically the Adult Education
ed some 13 types of activities. Proposals were Movement started after the W orld W  r the 
made to set up a central bureau for research real beginning was made only after 1928 as 
experimentation and information- It has also a corollary of political and social consciousness 
proposed a separate programme for women. of the people. At this time Provincial

Autonomy had come into force and in many
Another on an all India basis was by the provinces, an honest effort was made towards 

Adult Education Committee of the Central Adult Education. In India, unfortunately. 
Advisory Board of Education in 1938. This the real aim of Adult Education, namely a 
Board was set up under the Chairmanship of continuous growth of the human personality 
Dr. Syed M  hmud to consider the question leading to a better and useful life and result- 
o f' combating illiteracy. It made valuable ing in an all round adjustment of the 
recommendations on the following points :— individual to his society and to his work, ha3

been lost in the woods of the literacy. Today
1. The sphere of adult education in the the wordAdult Education is synonymous with

general field of education. “Adult Literacy”. The one organization
2. Adult education and other forms of which is free from this confusion is the

continuative education ( e.g. of Bombay Presidency Adult Education 
vocational character ). Association.

3. Aitendance of pupils.
4. The problem of utilizing and develop- The Indian States, with few exceptions like

ing existing agencies. Travancore, Cochin and Baroda, are very
5. N e -v ways of attacking the problem, much behind the rest of India in literacy.
6. Leadership training. So it is necessary that a central organization
7. Methods and technique. tackhng the problem throughout the country
8. Library and adult education. should be formed But considering the
9. Women and adult education. attempts made on an all India basis we find

10. Taking help of voluntary agencies, that the Indian Adult Education Association
11. Organization of Adult Education established in 1938, has miserably failed to

Movement. arouse public support and sympathy for its
12. Establishment of Information Bureau cause. It had failed to cater to the needs of

in every Province. the adults effectively. Adult E  Juc.ition
Movements abroad were produ ts of the

On the basis of these recommendations predominating social forces in the country 
the  S ugei.t Report on education was publish- which reflected the sentiment of the people, 
ed. 7 he sixth chapter of the Report deals Thus the Russian Movement was a weapon 
with Adult Education. against Tsarists ; Danish folk schools were

started to be spiritual fortifications against
Though the Scheme realizes the New role Germ ans ; the English movement w is a 

of Adult Education, viz,, to give reality to the defence against Social Revolution apprehend- 
ideal of democracy, vet it lays greater stress ed to result from the Industrial Revolution, 
on achievement of literacy, because it argues while the American movement sprung up to 
a child must be able to walk before it find every youth opportunity to be a potential 
can run. president of the United States,
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No doubt, the time when the Indian Adult divided further into various local territories 
Education Association was formed was which will directly execute the programme of 
psychologically ripe for the Movement. It the central organization.
was the time when political and social . _  . „ . t-l...
consciousness was surging. But once out of the Functions of various Organizations. 1 he
shell the Movement failed to turn its steps with four main tasks of planning, co-ordination,
the need of the time, it deliberately moved control and execution will be done by the
away from political associations and tried central, zonal district and local organisations,
to shape it on the model of the Adult Schools The main function of the central organization
Union Of Great B rita in -a  totally undesirable will be to effectively plan Adult Education
model; for the counter-revolutionary ideals for the whole of India. It must also Pr«P^«
might have succeeded in England in the a comprehensive plan of action laying down
initial days of the Industrial Revolution by initial methods, techniques and programmes.
giving spiritual dope to the people, but to . . ■ £ . •n l „
expect the consciousness-is amazing. Among other important functions w,U be

leadership training, supervision, research and 
The problem of education and literacy is experimentations, publication of materials or 

intimately associated with the babel of tongues adult education, carrying on propaganda an
S a t India is. According to Dr, S K. Chatterji lastly maintaining an efficient ,nformaho„
there are in all 544 dialects in India, but bureau, and also maintaining vital statistics
fortunately for us, there are 15 major languages to check up the progress o f th c  movemen 
with literature and which are used as media from time to time. This body should e
of instruction. Therefore, the problem has c o nt r o l l e d  by an executive of 15 persons who
to be tackled on the basis of these fifteen must constitute a Brains Trust representing
linguistic regions. This will conduce on various field of arts and science And there
cultural integration leading to social and should be an Executive Director who ll
political solidarity. Since more than one be responsible for the day to day admin,stra-
of the languages are used in more than one tion of the organization. Under hirn 1
province or state, a central organisation, be departmental heads for each of the
independent of provincial or state jurisdiction departments like research, information,
and boundaries must be created, The piopaganda, etc.
central organization will divide the country . , .
fn to five major zones with one or more Zonal Organization : -T h e  main function
langu.ge rigions under its aegis. The of these organizations will be to co-ordinate
division will be as follows : tbe various agencies available in the respec-

tive zones and harness them according to the 
f'a) North Zone : Consisting of Balochi. to the policy laid down by the central office. 

Pushto and Punjabi linguistic districts, They will also have almost all the functions
(b) Central Zone : Consisting of Hindus. of the central organization only that their

. - L m ,  linguistic districts field of activity will be limited to heir respec-tam and Nepal, linguistic districts, iye zone9. Thege wi,l be divided into
(c) East Z o n e : Consis m g o f  Onya, districts and local units.

Bengali and Assamese lingual districts.
(d) South Zone : Consisting of Telugu, The district units will exercise control

Kannida, Tam il and Malayalam lingual over ]0Cal unjts and be responsible to the
districts zonal organization in executing the policy

(e ) West Zone : Consisting of Marathi of the central organization, and the local
Gui.rathi Sindhi, and Rajasthani lingual units will be directly responsible for the 
districtg execution of various schemes and programmes.

This will facilitate education of people in Agencies for Adult Education : The
ih. ir own mother tongue and uniform attack agencies for the purpose of Adult Education
on i l l i t e ra c y  and help research and experimen- can be divided into three major heads—
tatioin ( 1) Government.

These zones will then be subdivided into L °caI SeIf Government,
suitable district zones, and here an attempt (3) Voluntary.
must lie made to synchronize the boundary ,
of these districts to the boundary of adminis- Government:— 1 here are so many depart-
Irntive district. These district units will be <*tib- ments in the Government that have direct
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contact with people and these contacts can using past experience crystallized into 
be utilized for furtherance of the cause ; chief knowledge. From this point of view the 
among them are : Indian villager too is educated though in his

(a) Education own way. The knowledge he has acquired,
d Lr uin'i 1 however, is traditional, tracing its origin to

, nU 1C ea V , , . antiquity. The world has changed and is
A ,  epdr m<“.n °n  n “ s ne®' changing. It has made stupendous material
d Co-operative Department. progress, revolutionized the means of pro-

nson®' , ,• duction, and distribution of communicationf) Rural Reconstruction and contlet The que8tIon of ;soliltion
(g) Agricultural Department. is out of the question. W ith the impact of
Local Self Government Co-operation, |h i3 new culture and contact the village 

Municipalities, Distiict Boards, Local Boards, isolation is shattered, new situations, new
Gram-Panchayats can also carry on the work challenges, face the masses which hitherto
of Adult Education through their various ^ r e  unknown to them. Their traditional
agencies hfe fails to save them from resulting mal­

adjustments.
Voluntary Agencies:—These are such

agencies as are not directly concerned with L  is there that re-education of people is
Government of local bodies and among them needed. Psychologists hold that man is not 
they be included :— born human but is made so through social

, . , . . interaction. If a person is made he can be
fhl Liniversities. remade. Thorndike has also proved that
fbj Colleges. adult learning is in no way inferior to child
(c ) rligh Schools. learning.
(d) School Service Agencies.

J rusts' Now it must be remembered that it is
(T  Employers. difficult to reach crores of people through the
(g) Co-operatives. word of mouth. Mo.eover, expression of
(h ) Community Centres. ideas, and thoughts can only be concretized
'• ^ e‘tlements- through literacy which facilitates efficient

(j) Libraries. dissemination of knowledge.
(k) Museums.
(l) Work Camps. It is essential that literacy primers should
(m) Religious Institutions. be based on adult interest rather than on
(n) Hospitals. antiquated “King Lessons’’, Dr. Labauch’s
_  r . xvf i method has proved useful and till some other
lypes of Adult Education W e have alterations are found suitable, it should be

already seen, if adult education is to be a real utilized to the full. The Bihar Msss Literacy
programme for adult h e it should cover the Committees have produced material with a
following t> pes of Adult Education: right outlook and are bound to prove useful

(a) Literacy. for others to follow*
(b) Post Literacy. „  ,
(c) Education for citizenship. , . Regarding the methods of Campaign for
(d) P a r e n t  Education. Literacy the following points must be rcmern-
(e) Health Education. bered :
(f) Vocational Guidance and

Adjustment. A survey of illiterates and their subse-
(g) Cultural Education. quent classification, based according to sex,
(h) Universitv Extension. age, profession, residence, etc., should
(il W orker’s Education. precede the enrolment and training of tea-
(j) Rural Education- chers and volunteers Next will come
(k) W omen’s Education. intense propaganda, through ‘literacy’ cele­

brations, exhibitions, films, slides, talks, 
(a) Literacy :—Literacy is the basic con- posters etc. Alter enrolment of students 

tent of education. But Literacy by itself can allotment of classses to teachers shou'd be 
never be education. It is at best'the eaoa- made, and then work m iy begin. Where- 
city to decipher words and figures and to ever possible 1 course of studv, and profi. 
write them with some dexterity ; but education ciericy tests should be devised, a^me limit 
ia the capacity to comprehend life situations, fixed and Each One, I eoj g^uJ'ilogant
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should be promoted for the purpose of depends on the civic sense of its components, 
intensive drive. Adult Education

(b) Post Litercy : Creation of literacy --------------------\--------------------i
without a follow—up programme is futile. I . For R .,J l Areas
The main task at this stage is to supply, For Urban Areas horK ur 1 A
enough and more, interesting reading material
to the newly made literates and thus prevent ________________________________
their relapse into illiteracy on the one hand j — | | |
and teach them something useful on the pQr ^ |en por \^/omen For Men For Women 
other. An elementary education in a simple
way on subjects like arithemetic, geography, jb is  jg based on a healthy balance of
history, civics and economics, should be given. rJghts and duties. The trouble arises when
Village libraries, public libraries and reading peop]e exercise their rights without fulfilling 
rooms form an integral part of this stage of obligations that they owe to society. Another 
adult education. type of crisis crops up when people are too

ignorant to realize their duties and rights and
And from here the whole adult education vested interests. Franchise is a dangerous 

programme can be classified into two major weapon in the hands of an ignorant people 
heads. who are unable to decide whether persons

and policies are in their interest and welfare.
Each of these groups w ill have sociology Through Adult Education we have to deve- 

cnl problems of its own and no rough and jop a body of citizens "alert to the facts of 
ready method can either be devised or course Qf Government, vigilant in the scrutiny of 
of study laid down. Much will depend on conc]uct of Government, able by reason
interests aptitude, likes and dislikes. AH traj ni ng and knowledge to decide on
this is important to make any programme persons and policies.
interesting. ___

(June 1948)
(c) Education for Citizenship^ Success IN D IA N  H O M E

of uny pohcy> and especially ol Uemocr.icy

Reorganization of Education
By

Dr. M. Karamchand Wade
Our Educational system needs a thorough eating the masses and shaping them into a 

.v erb tiling Real India lives in villages and a disciplined pe ople. I he unit must be
, V o  fraction of its population living in attended to before a virile nation can be

towns, m o n op o lises  power and the direction evolved.
of ,ff ,Its Urban people live artificial lives . . j  c it  •
d V 1  r from the realities of rural India, A t British and European Universities
whu h in effect, is real India. H  If he rted students walk with the air of lords of creation,
m ' s rel is tokens of the real; tion of They look strong, sturdy, cheerful and manly

“ f bringing about some approxi- and carry themselves as self respecting
rnu r i  "tween the life of the tow,, dweller previleged members of the body politic,
n *■„ „f the villager, merely touch the They have none of the sorry ways of our
r J  Z  , ' l i e u ,  W h d  we need is a w orm -eaten  boys most of whom have

§v*tern of education that makes the citizen flat chests, rounded shoulders, little of vitality
r>> .'not .< ady to do his best for the country and less of idealism. Quite a number of

, acilice ol bis person ,! interest. them look fatigued and physically bankrupt
r  i ’ v ever r t uned freedom b shout- even before getting well into their twenties.
No emu try ever t . t6 ;l W hat hope is there for a country where on
ing.Hbigai trict, l |. t̂<li|ied only by edtv account of an interminable service of senseless

. e-
, 0 V
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examinations, chronic malnutrition, and of and the social service rendered by the 
early marriage, accompanied by an unending student. Books and bookish examination
array of puny children begotten of immature should be relegated to a subordinate position
mothers, its youthful citizens are ground down The type of books prescribed for study in
into tottering manikins at a time of life when schools needs a radical change. Love of the
their compeers in other countries are enjoying country should be sought to be impressed
life to the full without any worries to harass on young minds, narratives to illustrate the 
them ? greatness of master minds like Gandbiji,

Jawaharlal, Sardar Patel, Lajpat Rai, C.R.Diss 
REASSESSMENT OF V A LU ES Subhas Bose, Aurobindo Ghosh, bharadhanand

Tll-ik, Andrews, Gokhale, and Pandit Malaviya 
Educational values stand in urgent who have devoted the best part of their live3 

need of reassessment. W e attach fir  too to the service of humanity, should find a
great an importance to memory work and prominent place in our text books. Histori-
make no attempt to foster originality. Educa- cal primers should be written with the set
tion is looked upon as a synonym for book" object of bringing out the best of Aryan,
ishness and it is clean forgotten that the Dravidian, Rajput, and Mughal cultures and 
education of the body and of the emotions is the pupil should be taught that all religions 
far more important than the mechanical are but several pathways leading to one God. 
absorption of useless stuff by see-sawing over A  committee of all talents should be appointed 
printed matter- W e have plenty of intellect to write out suitable books for a self-respecting 
in our country but there is a lamentable lack autonomous India. Without a sound educa- 
of Selfless, public spirited citizens. There tional foundation it is not possible to have 
is no dearth of moneyed men, but the will to a disciplined nation capable of undertaking 
serve humanity is to be found only in a few. concerted and planned action.

N E W  O U T L O O K  H IG H E R  E D U C A T IO N

The new education ought to be so Collegiate education breeds snobbery and
planned as to bring home to the student generates artificial standards distressing'y 
so trained that he must look upon himself dissociated from life. The collegian lives in 
as a humble servant of society- His family a world of his own shutting his eyes to the 
circle should not circumscribe his whole stern realities of life. It will help elementary 
world That is the unit on which he should education and give a sense of perspective to 
concentrate but it should not monopolise all undeigraduates if the Universities instituted a 
his e nergies or earnings. Society contributes three years course for the Degree Examination 
a good bit towards his education and up* the first year of which should be spent at a 
bringing and, even on the low plane of college, the second year in teaching in an 
equity, he ought to make some return to it elementary school, and the third year back 
There are places in crying need of dispen- again at college. That will provide the 
saries, of drainage, and of elementary educa- country with thousands of excellent honorary 
tional and irrigational facilities and yet there elementary school teachers and will greatly 
are “educated” men, who by plying some help in the education of the prospective 
profession, have earned large fortunes which graduate by bringing him in close contact 
they have not the public spirit to part with the rui'al population, 
with for the public good, but which will be
in all probability, squandered by some brain- Foreign games that are played in our
less beneficiary on wine, women, or races. educational institutions are costly. As a
Society has a right to a substantial portion of matter of sober fact facilities for games are 
the savings of people with swollen fortunes, non-existent in most schools and a number 
and there is a strong case for levying heavy of colleges. No school or college should be 
death duties. granted recognition unless it has extensive

grounds attached to them I he Government 
N E W  T Y P E  O F BOOKS of Madras runs several colleges. Numbers in

them are rising very fast but some of them 
Physical Education is the crying need of the have practically no play grounds. It passe# 

country of Madras in particular. It it time that my humble understanding a# to how a 
a third of the total marks for an examination government can be so foolish as to den- it# 
Were assigned to games and athletics, a third youthful citizens the elementary amenities of 
to books, and the remaining third to character education, like a play field. If students are
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to be kept healthily engaged away from bad and introduced free and compulaory educa- 
influences, colleges and schools should tion throughout the land Teachers can be 
provide ample facilities for games. found by pressing into service all theunder-
p F graduates of universities for a year s compul-

It is time that the state faced facts sory teaching in elementary schools.

A d u lt  E d u c a tio n  in  T ra va n co re -
The .etting up of an A ll Travancore Shri K. A . Mathew, M . L. A. moved the 

Adult Education Council to draw up a Conference setting up forthwith an All 
comprehensive scheme for A dult Education Travancore Adult Education Council consis-
in the State with special emphasis on the ting of 30 members with power to co-opt.
training of workers along lines laid down by The Conference also elected an Executive 
Gandhiji was decided upon at an A ll Trivan- Committee with Shr, G. Ramachandran as
core Conference of Adult Education Workers President, Shr, K. A. Mathew as Vice- .
and others held in the Residency, Trivandrum President, R e v J ^ -R a s a ja jr i  a" d Shri K. R. 
on the 5th of June 48 under the Presidentship EUnkath as secretaries and Shr, Gangadharan 
of Shri S. Ramachandran. Adult Education Nair. Editor of the Molayala Rajyam as

, . , . j  a j  Treasurer. I  he Conference also appointedworkers and others interested in Adult treasurer.
r - i f  n ,l o, J j a a special committee consisting ot theEducation from all over the State attended t . , , „ . w, ,, , President, Vice President and Rev. J. W.the Conterence. , . c l  • t i jRasolam, Shri B. Shankar, Shri J. Jesudas,

The H on’ble Prime Minister Shr, Patton, Mis8 M . Chacko and Shri Gangadharan Nair, 
T h a n u  Pillay and his two colleagues in the L . j\. to draw up a comprehensive plan
Cabinet, the H on ’ble Shri T . M . Verghese ^  Adult E ducation work in the State within a
and the H on ’ble Shri C. Kesavan also atten- month- A  sub.committee consisting Gf Shri G.
ded the Conference and took part in its Ramachandran, Shri K. A. Mathew and Rev.
deliberations. j_ W  Rasalam was appointed to draw up a

Shri K. R. EUnkath. M. L. A. welcomed constitution for the Adult Education Council
the delegates and Rev. J. W . Rasalam within two weeks.
explained the object with which the Confer- The Prime Minister assured the Confer­
ence had been convened. ence that he would see to it that adequate

Shri C. R  »machandran in his Presidential finances were made available fo ra  compre-
uddress pointed out how Adult Education hensive and suitable scheme for Adult
which was always an important item in Edu- Education in Travancore. The Minister for
national Reconstruction h id assumed even Education welcomed the setting up of an All
gre-tei importance now in Independent India. Travancore Adult Education Council and
Adult Education he said, concerned the suggested th it they should produce a scheme
citizens of today here and now whereas the without delay for training at least a hundred
rest of (be Educational programme concerned workers. H e also stressed the need for
the citizen of tomorrow- work among adult women.
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NEWS from FAS? amaS NEAR.——
CALCUTTA— ing a child, they are face to face with God’s

A n n i T c m i c A T i n M i M w ;  d c m ^ a i greatest miracle— the human personality," A D U L T  E D U C A TIO N  IN  W . BENG A L aaid Mr 3 G- K her> Premier of Bombay, in
Campaign To Be Launched Immediately the course of his Presidential address at the

inauguration of the Bal Shikshan Nagar, at 
West Bengal Government have accepted Wilson College.

the plan and proposal of the Adult Education , . . , , , , . ,
Committee of immediately launching a cam- h/Ir. Kher said that the function had a
paign of adult education in the Province, it special appeal for him because it was a new 
is learnt. and Promising venture and he was very

happy to note that private philanthropy 
The campaign is expected to be started by hard stepped in to supplement the efforts of 

Government in the beginning of next year, it the Government in the matter of child edu- 
18 gathered. cation. Education should never be a close

Pending submission of their final report preserve of the State, 
the Committee had suggested in an ‘ in- Adverting to the system of work the Bal
terim report ’ starting of adult education cen- Shiksan Nagar was pursuing, the Premier
tres under trained workers in all districts said: “ There is no period of life when the
throughout West Bengal. Sj. Atul Chandra mentally alert and Conscientious teacher can
Gupta is the Chairman of the Committee. do more good than at the earliest stage when
8 PER C E N T INCREASE IN  L IT E R A C Y  child's mentd and emotional attitudes are

IN W EST B EN G A L just in the process ot formation and when a
right or wrong orientation may mean all the

There has been an eight per cent increase difference between a good happy and a
in literacy in West Bengal during the last distorted and miserable life." He, therefore,
years, it is learnt. particularly appreciated the work of the spon-

It was 16 per cent according to the 1941 sors of the Bal Shikshan Nagar, for he knew
census. It stood at 22 p.c, in 1948, according that the child at present was suffering from
to an educational survey recently carried out manv a serious handicap both at home and
by West Bengal Government. at school.

_ r  . , —T V ’0 p n P III  A T IO N  “ 1 have strong hopes,’ the Premier said,INCREASE IN  C iTY  S rO P U L A U U N  «■ tliat in the very near future, we sha]1 ^
According to the survey, Calcutta s po- able to bring into being at least one such 

pulation, calculated at par, has increased by children’s centre as this in fairly cheerful 
8 lakhs and the population of the province surroundings, which will be open to the 
of West Bengal by 17 lakhs during these < poorest child in the land. Anything that can
years. be done to enrich their lives and broaden

In 194! the population of Calcutta was 21 their interests, is not only good for the child-
lakhs. According to the survey, the present ren but is a profit-bearing investment for the
population of the city is about ‘29 lakhs, future health of adult society,” he concluded.
which figure it is stated, compares favourably Ear,;er Dr. Mar;a Monte3sori in A e
with the total number offood rat, on.cards, ssued course of her inau gura, 8peecb, emphasised
in tiie citv. 1 he population or West bengal > __ .. / * , . ,• >\oA\ o H . i I j  .i f necessity tor a new approach to the wholein IV4I was 2 crores 12 lakhs and the present ^ 11 ^ c , . v  ! . , 41 ,• . i . i 9 pioblem ot education, and particular!'' to theesfimate according to the survey, is about 2 j  t .1 T y , , T ,rrnres 29 Lkh«. education of the child. It was only through

the child, she said, that humanity could be 
The educational survey was made within controlled and influenced, for " th- Gmed 

the age-groups of 6 years to 40 years and the artist, the victorious general and the be! >/ed 
p esent figures have been arrived at after saintly leader of the people — all de\eloped  
calculating the actuals at par. from that psychic void that is the new-born

child.”
B O M B A Y - „  , , , , ,

E D U C A TIN G  T H E  C H ILD  D<.r; Montesson deplored the tendency of
‘ . 0 * 1 - the states of the W orld which were pre-

Bombay Premiers Advice occupied with the solution of manv > serious
BO M B A Y Oct, 16— “ Teachers should political and economic problem and m.-gler- 

realise that when they are teaching or train- ted child education to their own letriment.



If child education was to have any signifi- Illiteracy Tax
cance in the future set-up of the world, she „
insisted it must be based on a new science The Mysore State Adult Education Council
and a new approach to the child mind. It in their enthusiasm for the spread of literacy
was only when they built on the secure have hit upon a novel expedient to facilitate
found .tions of rightly educating the growing their task. They have suggested that illite-
child, that they could see some hope for rates who fail to become literates within three
humanity which was now in travail almost for years from now onwards should be compelled
its very life,_U. P. I. to Pay an illiteracy tax They have also

recommned that attendance at literacy classes 
A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  D R IV E :  N ^ W  should be made compulsory.

LI I E R A  1 ES C O N G R A T U L A T E D  If the suggestion had been made as an
The second Literacy Certificates Distribu- anti-infl -tion-iry device there will be nothing 

tion g ltliering to the successful new literates more to be said except to put it down to the 
of tne J .iie  October 1948 session of the spirit of the times Investig ition of its efficacy 
Bombay City Adult Education Committee may be left to the economic experts of the 
w is held on Su id ay night at S inki Street Government of India. But if it is seriously 
M  dinpura, under the Presidentship of Mr. intended to help in the spread of literacy it 
Mohamed Umar Rajab, M. L- A Besides will be necssary to examine the basic assump- 
the Preside if amongst the other Speakers tions behind the proposal, 
w re Mr, S S. Dashnavi. Mrs. Ktilsum , u n n  inn  c rr-ra im  a i-m -i -t-
Say.ani, Mr Manshi Moinuddin and Special A N O T H  R S in  IN  ADULT
Literacy Offi :er Mr B M  K tpad iaw ho all E D U C A T IO N
congratul ted the successful can didates and By q y  B C/wrA
urged them to join the Post Liter acy classes of
the Committee and thus to perfect their social The art and architecture of India and
education. The speakers further exhorted China formed the subjects of recent discussi- 
the udience consisting of over 2000 oeople ons at Pendley Manor, a centre of learnigand 
to join the Literacy Centres in their thou- leisure not far from London. One evening
Binds. Lidia being free, it was their duty to films were shown illustrating the national
their motherland to be fully educated so that characteristics in these spheres. This was 
tney might understand their rights and duties augmented by lectures on the civilisation and 
ns ideal citizens of a free and democratic state architecture of ancient India.

Pendly Manor constitutes perhaps' the 
E D U C A T IO N  BY V IS U A L  A ID  most interesting and successful of British

Poona Exhibition experiments in adult education. *The idea
germinated three years ago when Mr. Dorian 

u nder the auspices of the Advisory Board Williams, then headmaster of a “ prep”
of Visual Education, Bombay Province, an school, came into possession of this estate
exhibition will be held in Poona from Novem- -which is situated near Tring, not for from 
ber 19 io 22 at the Nutan M  irathi Vidyalaya London. Firmly believing that art and culture 
H igh S .lioo l, the Training College for Men should be made more easily available to the
and other suitable centres. ordinary people, he immediately saw in the

-ri i " -ii , * ii l •__ i manor means of bringing his dream to reali-ih e  exhibition will contain all such visual . ° b
aids is m ip3, charts, graphs, pictures, models, sation.
nnrl films, used in educational institutions to JTe soon found an enthusiastic supporter
present the subject matter in a vivid, and of his plan in Sir Richard Livingstone, 
inter-sting m inner. The exhibition will, it  Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University. Sir
is honed, orove to be of great use to teachers Richard, who is a great classical Greek scholar,
in ill kinds of schools and also to the guar- deeply believes in bringing beauty into living 
dians of pupils. He considers that the principal flaw in pre-

Dr M. N. Natu. M. L. A., is the Chairman ***? education is that it tends more
of the Reception, Committee. All interested to ,ay d °7;n ™>e9 on to hve rather than 
in education, may enro l themselves as to give full richness to life.
members of the Reception Committee by M A IN  SUBJECTS
paying a subscription of at least one rupee.
Ten;here in the Central Division a*e expected Pendley M inor aims to fill the gap. It does 
to take an active part in the exhibition. so by running mid-week and week end courses.
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T  he object is to afford an opportunity to the Rs. 3,00,000 which works out at a little over 
man-in-the-streetof getting out of the every day Rs. 5 per adult, 
rut by extending his interests and knowledge.
The Ma nor can house some 40 people and, JAIPUR
in addition to the cultural aspect, the courses A D U D T  E D U C A TIO N  C O M M ITTE E
allow ample time to make full use of the spa- „  .
cious and beautiful grounds, as well as the U r  IN  JA IP U R  STA TE
surrounding country. JAIPUR, Oct 2 4 -T h e  Government of

Each course is complete in itself but the Jaipur have set up an Adult Education Corn- 
different aspects of the main subjects are mittee for the whole of the State to find out 
dealt with at approximately two-monthly weans for educating adults. The State 
intervals. This gives the people the oppor- Government have sanctioned Rs. 50,000 in 
tunitv during a year for more continued study this connection.
th an is possible in a single week-end. The main KALYAN__
subjects, which cover an extremely large num­
ber of interests, are art, architecture current N O  IL L IT E R A C Y  A F T E R  T E N  Y E A R S  
affairs, drama, history, music, philosphy and B O M B A Y  E D U C A T IO N  PLAN
psychology.

Pendley Manor is entirely divorced from ^ oven\^ er 2 • The scheme of
politics and by drawing together from all ^ e d v  ^ fo ^ r d 3^  W,ould be com-
walks of life those with similar tastes it offers -.t- t > , e Bombay province
the added attraction of learning about other i - , j  r 14 neX ,1 , no ^literate, • i- -r-i i L , ,, . . child ot 14 would be found in the prov neepeoples lives. Thus, although the institution then> said M r B. q  Kher> p remier f g b
may be considered as a new departure in iaying the foundatton stone of the Mahatma 
adult education, to accept it as only such 11; V ; J ,  .1 * .i j i  • , 1 1, • 1 • !• taandhi V tdyalaya at Ambernath tms evening,would be a mistake- It is bringing realisation. 70 r  .  *,, , , . ,  6 f  £ .. r lh e  tSombay Liovernment were spendingsadly needed amid the general feeling ot t),„_ r .  o „„„„„ ,1 1 , K
frustration, that life need not be drab and S a  t , L  X !  1 4 compulsory
humdrum but can be rich with beauty and Pnmdry educa“ ° "  he added.

,understanding. Speaking in H indi, the Premier at the out-
Adult Education In C.P. : According to a set said that he was an old resident of Amber- 
report published in the " Hitvada ” ; tna,h and wa« P^ud to preside over the func­

tion. lhe power of knowledge was unique, 
Pr. D. P. Mishra, through his Social Edu- he said. He referred to the great stride* 

option Scheme, aims at liquidating adult illi- made by other countries in scientific and 
tfracy in the Central Provinces and Berar in technical education which had enabled them 
five years. It is expected that by the end build big ships and manufacture aeroplo nes 
of 1953, thirty lakhs of people living in 2 i.OC 0 and motor cars. He regretted that India had 
villages in the province will have received to import railway engines, radios, planes and 
Adult Education Certificates. motor cars from foreign countries for want of

technical knowledge in the country. Mr, 
The Scheme of Social Education was laun- Kher referred to the fact that India paid 

ched in May this year, with 43S Camps in 346 annually Rs. 24 crores to shipping companies 
selected villages, 20 tahsil and 22 district for bringing cereals to India from outside, 
places. „ . .

Speaking on university education, tbe 
There were 4833 classes—3165 for men and Premier remarked that in England only 10 

1673 for women. 1.17,C62persons- 78,476 per cent of matriculates went to the univer- 
men an d 38 587 women— were enrolled. O f S1*y» while in India the percentage was 35. 
these 62,19b — 41.274 men and 20924 women u w , ,
passed the Adult Education Certificate Exami- 8c}lool bu)kli J ,d c ' "  V 50 000
nation "51 04? men and 25.356 women and the hope wa8 expressed that the m 
having offered for the examination. portion of it would be contributed by the

1 3,328 persons volunteered their services Wimco Match Factory, the Woollen mills and 
of whom the services of 7,377 were utilized. Dharamsey Chemical Mills of Ambern th

It also revealed that Seth K inji Covin K.av«ouThe Scheme of five weeks is estimated to of Kalvan had consented to conduct n brunch 1 
have cost the Provincial Exchequer more than of the Vidyalaya in Kaly.m in his building.
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D E LH I— had a leader often chosen from among the
M E A N IN G  O F A D U L T  E D U C A TIO N  Srou.p itself and occasionally employed from 

Dr. Ranganathan's Talk To Delhi outside.
Teachers 1° America, on the other hand adult edu­

cation was more concerned with the Ameri- 
Speaking to Delhi teachers receiving train- canization of the immigrant, i.e. his induction 

ing under the Delhi Municipality adult edu- into the culture and language of America. It 
cation scheme on Sunday, Dr. S, R. Ranga- included, therefore, making the literates in 
nathan, President, Indian Library Association, one language literate in another, 
said that considerable confusion was caused
by the different meanings attached to the IM P O R T A N C E  O F A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  
term “ adult education ” as practised in differ- , n an address reCently delivered to a group

of graduates undergoing a course of intensive 
In his recent tour of the countries of training under the Adult Education Organiza- 

Europe and America he found that Inrd ly tion of the Delhi Municipal Committee. Dr 
any two countries aimed at similar results or Zakir Hussain emphsized the importance of 
used similar agencies in their adult education suitable training to workers proposing to take 
movement. In Denmark, the attempt was UP a.ny 8ort °* social work as their life’s 
to reach young persons about five or six years mission.
after they left school. The content of the 11 „ •  . 1 , . f j  i, j, , , . , .. f . . Me pointed out that adult education wascourse excluded information or further train- * „„„ j „c i j -  - j  „ 1i /. - i i i  the hrst need ot India today and on a proper.ng in he arts and crafts practised by them, lanni Qf ,hls work and an intelligent imple-
th.s help they are getting from the employers mentation therefore depended ,n a large 
or profession;: 1 organizations The course measure the future of the country, 
included only literature and fine arts like
music, painting and dancing to sublimate They should take up their work in a spirit
emotions, civics, geography and history to of humility and should never forget that the 
widen their civic sense and induce an inter- adults among whom they had to work were
national outlook, and fundamental sciences certainly their equals and possibly their supe-
to strengthen their foundation for the pursuit riors in many matters. They would soon 
of their vocations. The teacher and the discover that they had at least as much to 
library played a considerable part in the learn from these adults as they had to teach.

An important aspect of adult education 
In Sweden, the objective of adult edu- was the fact that at no stage could a worker

cation w is the same but included men of all afford to take up an attitude of complacency
ages. Self education through books was and claim that what he was out to accomplish 
dominant and instead of a teacher each circle had been achieved.
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Adult Education in Germany
The recent report of the United States leaders. This great desire for knowledge 

Education iV'.ission to Germany points to the indicates a possibility of reeducating this 
role of Adult Education in re shaping atti- younger adult group if only a determined 
tudes there. The report states “ if there is to effort is made.
be a spirit of responsible self government in __l ■ -ii l i ir  • .1 t . • - ii l Ll Much greater emphasis will be placed onGermany ,n the near future, it will be possible current and social probIems in natiPQnal and
onlyd those who are now adult or approach,ng international affairs. The discussion method 
adult lire are willing and trained to accept - i L • , i
such responsibility. S *°, be g’Ve" 8 muchi nore ^ p o rta n t role as ateaching technique. Special village programs

Prior to the coming to power of Nazism are now being organised. Villages had been 
there was a strong tradition of adult education untouched by the adult movement. W ith  
in German urban centers as a result of the the arrival of large numbers of people expell- 
work of the publicly supported Volkshock schule ed from other centers, social problems are 
supplemented by such voluntary organisa- exceedingly acute here. New  attention will 
tions as the trade unions, the churches, the also be given to trade unions, youth groups 
political parties, as well as so-called free and church groups and not just to the Volk- 
groups. shochachule. University extension activity

T , • , 1 . 1  will be re-established. As quickly as DossibleThese agencies, closed or corrupted , I;v „ h y p .,, ,j  • .1 u -n  . . j  , him, radio, and library programes will beduring the Hitler regime, have now started to re8t0red
operate once more. The response to their
efforts has been gratifying, particularly in the To make tkese activities significant an
age group 18 to 35, from which group are immediate start will be made in training 
now developing many of Germany’s future leaders. — R.K.

______  (Ad. Ed. Journal Ocl. 47)

REPORT OF THE

Adult Education Teachers' Training Class
AT SHIVPURI ( Gwalior State)

Introduction. vered daily in the morning between 7 to 9
TL . . .  j  . ,i after which demonstrations and practicalThe training class was organised by the le8SOn8 U3ed t to |0_30 , ‘

Gwalior State Education Department an ning between 6 tQ ,Q trainee8 ^ 
Institutional Member of the Indian Adult cla8ses in four selected villages 
Education Association at bhivpuri, a district 
town, about 75 miles to the South of Gwalior. Practical Wor
Mr. L. G. Nene was the Director. 51 trai- Demonstration lessons w jre  held dailv 
nees attended the course, of which 40 were and were given in the Pathik method by the 
teachers four trained in Nangloi Camp held
The Course. Mande me,hod by Mr.

TL i i f  n  i n/t <aq L. G. Nene. Ihese were followed by prac-
7A T hM C° UMfl aSj d from ,,7th May 48 to tice lessons by the trainees themselves. I n 
26 h May 48 and covered a considerable the evening the trainees used to conduct 
field including aims objects and scope ot adult education classes. Four villages 
Adult Education in India and a brief history a distance of I to 2 miles were select 'd 
of adult education in other countries; adult and the trainees were divided into *f 
education versus child education; craft groups. Each group took one vill-ge ind 
training in adult education; pre-literacy; ran an adult class in that village for ei d t
literacy and post-literacy stages in adult days. Magic lantern shows and lectin •. |v
education. The lectures were delivered by the inspectors agriculture veterim ,,, „ i
Mr. L. G. Nene. The lectures used to be deli- cooperative were also held 3 ' nd
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Indian Educationists in London
TRAINING COURSES TA INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

By

C . H a r c o u r t "  R o b e r t s o n

Thirty-four Indian educationists — eight of stereotyped knowledge of British teaching 
them women — are among this year’s 703 methods, but to adapt all students courses so 
students, coming, from 45 countries, now that the problems which they have found in 
working at London's great Institute of Edu- their own home areas can be dealt with indivi- 
cation, which is housed in a complete five* dually. Thus students doing higher degree 
storied wing of the new University building courses wrote theses on teaching practice in 
in Malet Srreet. relation to solving the problems they have

come across in their own teaching experience.
Reasons of space forbid the mention of Future colonial education officers of English 

all these by name. They include principals nationality take the same course as experienc-  
of schools, college professors, government ed teachers from the areas where they will 
education officers and inspectors and a few work, so that they get the opportunity to meet 
who are training teachers on modern lines, future colleagues, and to work with them, 
though the majority are already experienced even before beginning their task and thus 
educationists who are qualifying for higher learn about social and economic background 
degrees, A  number of them are, for instance of the territories where they will work, 
taking the advanced course in English
Educational Thought and Practice. Tutors in the Colonial Department for the

study of education in tropical areas, have all
It may, however, be permissible to give f,ad wide experience of education problems 

the names of the lady students, which are : j n the Colonies. Senior tutor Mr. A  S.
M  -s Shakuntala Bhalla. Miss Anupana Bose, Harrison, formerlv princioal of the Govern- 
Miss Sir'a Dang, Miss Amy Daruvala, Mrs. ment Training College, Colombo, for 17 years, 
L- Das Gupta, Miss Tratima Das Gupta, Mrs. says that he and the other tutors are looking 
Dutt. Miss Ashoka Raikut and Miss Perin forward to the time when all the Colonies 
Vaccha. have evolved high standard training colleges

of their own, based on the London model,
The great majority of the students from ancj exchange of staffs can take place. 

India hold scholarships. A  number of the Another tutor Mr. C, G. Snllis was formerly 
Colonial Students hold British Council Director of Education in Hongkong and 
Scholarships and more will be awarded under before that Senior Education Officer in 
B iitiin ’s new Colonial Development and. Malaya.
W elfare Scheme.

It will be seen that the London Institute 
E X C H A N G E  O F IDEAS. of jjducatio n aims at being something much

The College itself provides facilities which bigger than a mere training college for 
make it not only a centre of instruction, but teachers, important as that aspect of its work 
ulso i great forum for the exchange of ideas must remain. It is to be the nucleus, as well 
r,nfJ (■ :p rie nee inong its students, by means as the prototype, of a world-wide orgams ition 
of su miners and discussions in which the devoted to the interchange of preceptorial 
cultural views of many lands are given free wisdom ; the key link of a cultural chain 
and profitable expression. binding East and West together in common

understanding and progress tor the benefit
The aim of the college is not to give a of humanity as a whole.

( B .  /. S . )
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In B ritain  T o d a y

New Concept in Education
SPECIAL TREATMENT FOR DELINQUENTS

B y

Dr. George Gretton

The recent visit of Princess Elizabeth to complex and flexible nation-wide system to 
a Juvenile court in London drew attention provide special educational treatment for 
to an important aspect of Britain’s educational all those who need it. 
system.

The treatment given to young delinquents C H IL D  G U ID A N C E  C E N T R E S
in Britain is based on some decades of social Tiie normally handicapped child who is 
thinking and experience and ,t is a far cry psychologically maladjusted, is deal with "  
from the old fashioned attitude of merely Child Guidance . "  .
punishing the offenders. Underlaying the which actual legal offe ’ SenoUS ca8es* 
principle i .  ihe recognition of the need io  c me ,„ e l  i l ,  ”  " t  
help guide and reform young offender, 5° ”  i ,  5  W> re
according the l „ . „  development, in IrS fn S  S lrii A pproved
PWcl,0l0Sy' elsewhere. But there me al.o physically

The courts are closely associated with anc  ̂ nientally handicapped children. They 
a network of child guidance clinics where may be defective in sight or hearing, 
psychologically maladjusted children are malformed or crippled, suffering from some 
dealt with and treated, and the whole system organic disease, such as diabetes or epilepsy, 
is far more a part of the national educational or they may be below the mental standard 
system than of the judiciary- suitable for normal teaching methods.

A  N F W  SFNSF » In^ en‘a,ly>. w,f no longer speak ofA iMLvV sENbL mentally deficient children since the big
Britain’s 1944 Educational Act represents v -’lume of work on t^l's subject done over 

the fruit of three-quarters of a century of Pas  ̂-4" ° r., ^ears n as shown that only
social and educational thinking and it is a, .^yy smal! Percentage of sub-normal 
aimed at providing universal education in children are incapable of being trained to 
a new sense— that is the right sort of educa- normality—-or at least to a point where they 
tion, not only for ordinary normal children cAn earn men living and take their place in 
but for all those who cannot benefit fully from community as responsible and self-reliant
the more standard training given to normal members. And the same applies to the vast 
children. It is recognised that although a majority of physically handicapped children.
big majority of children will be catered for The numbers concerned are relatively 
by normal schools of various types, there Will small. It is estimated that they vary form
remain a Small minority of children who, for about 0.2 per 1,000 in the case of blind and
one reason or another, need special treatment, epileptic children, up to from five to eight

In a purely mechanistic or materialist pel LOGO of physically handicapped, and 
civilisation it might be urged that all the a* many as 'U per_ cent who are educationally 
resources of education should be concentra- sub-normal— that is who need special teacli- 
ted on the normal and intelligent children lng methods of one kind or another, 
and the handicapped ones written off
as a loSs to the community. This i9 not the D U T Y  O F  1 EACH ERS
British view. A Ministry of Education j > . .
booklet on this subject states : “From the . ? ' 16 cas® °_ •cnous defects, such ns
Christian standpoint, we believe in the worth ?r P. ^e or,mPy- there is nci
of every human soul; from the democratic, 1 *  . , ,?gno8,s- but many other
in the opportunity of education for every one; Cd8e8 are dlfflcult to d«‘ect.
from the national, in the value of every W hat is regarded as ordinary dullness 
child as a potential member of the conimu- or even bad conduct may, in fm-t U . i 
nity”, On this basis, Britain has built up a result of some slight physical, mental Mr
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psychological defect such as partial deafness in boarding schools where they are taught 
or muscular maladjustment affecting speech. by methods which circumvent their handicap. 
It is, therefore, the duty of the teacher, in , '  . . . .. . .
co-operation with the school medical officer, , rh.ere are also special boarding schools 
to have every suspected case examined at \or educationally sub-normal children who
the earliest ocssible age—frequently it is forn? a much lat=er cla,ss’ but, the ,modern 
possible to remedy the defect completely if tendency is to accommodate all but the most 
an operation or other treatment can be retarded cases either in special local day 
performed at an early age — and the modern schools or in special classes in ordinary 
advances in orthopedic surgery have enormo- schools. In short, a very big proportion of 
usly reduced the incidence or crippling backward children can be brought to normal 
defects. standards by special educational treatment!

In country areas, of course, the boarding 
Education authorities are also obliged to school is the main instrument since there 

have any child examined ( above the age of will not be a big enough population in any 
two years ) on the request of parents. one locality to justify a special day school.

The result achieved has been remarkable.
N A T IO N A L  S Y S TE M  By the Use of special teaching methods.

educational psychology, speech therapy and 
If, on examination and diagnosis, it is so on, it has been found possible to reach 

decided that the case requires not merely completely normal educational results with 
medical treatment, but special educational childred who a few generations ago, would 
treatment tbis is provided in various have been classi^ed as mentally deficient and 
ways. In the case of blind and deaf children left to their own unhappy fate. Today in 
special schools are provided, and since the Britain, it is true to say that education is 
numbers involved are far too small to make universal in the sense that no child, whatever 
a local school in any one area practicable his handicap, is left out of the national system 
these children are normally accommodated of training for citizenship.

( B .I.S .)

DELHI MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE

Adult Education Training Course.
R E P O R T.

IN T R O D U C T IO N . of the scheme, he paid well-deserved tribute
. , to Dr. Zakir Hussain, Maulana Shafiq-ur-

I he Adult Education Scheme sponsored Rpjiman Qidwai, Acting General Secretary 
by i:re Delhi Municipal Committee provides of the I ndian Adult Education Association 
for the opening of a number of adult edu- and M r v S M  ithur, Secretary of the Adult 
call m centres ... different parts of the city. Education Board for the drawing up and 
In order to run these centres it Was thought working out the scheme, 
necessary to select a number of suitable
persons and give them intensive training. Mr. V . S. Mathur. explaining the Delhi
A cordinglv under the joint auspices of the Adult Education scheme, its aims and objects 
Indian Adult Educationi Association and the thanked the Indian Adult Education Asso- 
Delni Adult Education Board a training course Ration for the technical assistance and 
w a storied on October 6 and concluded on „1,;dnnc<»
Nov 5, 1943. 8 " ' HO U RS O F W O R K

The training com sc was inaugurated by The working hours for the training coarse
M  a H il.il Ahrned Zuberi, Senior Vice Pie- were from 8 30 to I 1-30 in the morning and 
sidciit, Delhi Municipal Committee at the from 2-00 to 7-00 in the alter-noon with a 
College of Commerce on October 6, 1948 short break ol half-an-hour for tea. Actually 
at 9 a. m. W hile dilating upon the origin as the training course progressed the time

I
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had to be extended beyond 7-00 in the (13) Mr. R. K. Balbir, B. A.. ( Hons.) L L  B , 
evening and on quite a number of occasions Ministry of Relief & Rehabilita-
the evening session closed as late as tion.
9-00 p. m.

(14) Mr. H ila l Ahmad Zuberi, S.V P.
The Trainees were expected to work at of the Delhi Municipal Committee

developing notes, preparing maps, charts and
wall news-paper sheets in their off hours at (15) Mr. M . Verma, M. Ed.,
home. This kept them busy at work till Central institute of Education
late at night and during the lunch hours in
‘he day. (16) Mr. B. K. Bhatia. M.A.,

I E C I URERS- Central Institute of Education.

(1) Dr. M. H. Came, M.A., Ph. D. (17) M r- Sf K. Dass, M. A.,
Secretary, All-India Mental Hy- of ‘he Statesman,
gine Association. , ,  _ .(18) Mrs. Mangat B. A.

(2) Mr. V . M. Tarkunde, Bar-at-Law,
Genl. Secretary of All-India (19) Mr. Shafiq ur-Rehman Qidwai.
Radical Democratic Party. Acting General Secretary Indian

. . . .  Adult Education Association.(3 ) Mr. A. K. Mukherjee, M A.,
Secretary, Indian Federation of (20) Shri Bhagwant Kishore,
Labour. Municipal Commissioner.

(4 ) Dr. Bool Chand, M.A., Ph. D. . .  . . _ . .  ,
Hony. Professor of Political ^ 1 )  Mr. V. S Mathur
Administration, Indian Adminis- Municipal Commissioner and
. .- o l i Member Executive Committeetrative School. Indian AduU EcIuration A8S0.

(5 ) Dr. B N. Ganguli, M .A., Ph. D. ciation.
Reader in Economics, Delhi Uni>
verity . (2 2) Mr S. C. Dutta.

Assistant Secretary, Indian Adult
(6) Dr. S. R, Ranganathan, M.A., D.Litt., Education Associ tion and Mern-

Delhi University, ber Academic Council University
of Delhi,

(7) Dr. Bina Chatterjee
Ministry of Education. V ISITS

, q\ p, p l\1 W olrU r M A Ph D There are some adult education centres( 8) Dr. R. M. Haider M.A., Ph. D. functioning in the different p.rts of the city
Ministry of Education. and t<j gjve ,he trainees ar, insight

. »* a p, r> their woiking it was arranged to pay visits
(9) Dr. N. S. Junank^r, M. 0 ' to some of these centres Shri Sh ifiq ur-

Ministry of Education, Rehman Qidwai who is the Head of the
Mr. Syed Ansari, Principal, Adult Education Movment of J run Millia

Teachers Training School, Jamia J ^ d ly  arranged for these visits and the
jyjdjja 1 rainees saw at work three centres and got

acquainted with both the organix tional and 
, \ /  c ■ c , the operational pertS of the Jamia Millia(10) Mrs. A. Y. Erz.na, Secretary Adult Education Work.

Soviet Embassy in India,
> P L A N  OF W O R K

(11) Mr. W . R. R Wickham.
Representative of the British The Trainees were directed to t ke care- 
Council in India. M  note of the talks given at the course and

to amplify and add to these m i in their
(12) Miss D Bose, . leisure hours- It was early made clear that

Personal Secretary to t h e  credit would he given to Uv-m lor these
Hon’ble Minister of Health. notes when finally assessing their work,

ADULT EDUCATION TRAINING COURSE. 17



%
In the final assessment 15 marks were for this. V. S. Mathur, Secretary, Adult 
allotted to these notes and Mr. S C. Education Board, Mr. S C. Dutta, Assistant 
Dutta, Assistant Secretary, Indian Adult Secretary Indian Adult Education Association, 
Education Association, kindly agreed to M r Neki Ram Guota. Senior Assistant, Adult 
make the award. Education and Mr. J. N K iu l, Junior Assis­

tant, Adult Education, formed a Board to 
Attendance and punctuality is important award marks under this head, 

everywhere. It his a special significance
for the adult education worker who has D1S 1 IN G U I5 H E D  V 1SI TORS :
not onlv to educate people on the informative _ v  u
side but also to build in them habits of IJr. A -iklr Hussain found time amidst his
punctuality and regular attendance 1 he multifarious duties to pay a visit to the 
Trainees were informed that their atten- Trainees and in an inspiring t ilk told 
dance and punctuality would be considered them Hbout the Sre ‘t r°le that th-y were 
w hen  estimating their work, in the final destined <o pi <y in the upliftrnent of their 
ex imin tion. 15 marks were allotted under country-men. In his usual ide ilistic strain 
this head he Placed before them other than merely

material v dues of life and stressed the dig- 
, mos* important part of the work of nity of the common m in from whom the 

nduit education workers is the ability to social worker had much to learn. The 
prep .re and collect and intelligently interpret Burmese Delegation consisting of U. Aung 
ch ir,s, pictures and maps. An amount of M in and U. Soe I in accompanied 
attention Was, therefore, devoted to initiate lav S. Sohan Singh, Educational Officer, 
them into the technique of preparing or Ministry of Education and Miss S. B kaya, 
collecting and sui ably interpreting these Asstt : Educational Officer, Ministry of
vi-a i . ids to education. Mr, t'hafiq ur- Education, were good enough to visit our 
R eh man Qidwai was specialty useful in giving centre and felt keenly interested in the type 
the necessaxy guidance in this department of of training that was being imparted. They 
work In the final assessment 30 .i.arks were promised to visit our centres when thev next 
allotted for tnis and Shri Shafiq-ur-Rehman come to Delhi after a coup'e of months in 
Qtdwsi assessed the trainees’ work and awar- order to watch how the trainees would face 
de l mirks With a view to find out how far their problems and develop their centies. 
the Trainees h ive imbibed and understood
the Ii'enture provided and the talks delivered A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S  :
a wiitten test w .s held at the end of the n r- i
course and 1 5 mrrks were allotted for this r We have to thank the U. S. S. R. Embassy 
written test. Dr. S. R. R inganath in agreed *°r ® ° T  Pictures and pamphlets presented 
to examine and mark the scripts. b>' Madam E-zina to the framing Course and

,  » , to the British Information Service for sereen-
A necessary qualification for a Social ing a number of films of educational interest 

Worker is the way he can hold an audience f°r benefit of the trainees. Our thanks 
by Utiles giv m on different aspects of bis are aJ®° due to the Hindu College, Delhi for 
work. 7 his requires practice under guid-tnce lending us use of the IVDgic Lantern and to 
and by discussions and lectures deliversd by the Polytechnic for making avaluible a 
the trainees at the course i\ great improvement number of slides which were displayed and 
in their power of speaking was achieved. discussed by Dr. Ganguli in his learned talks 
For ; ssessing their progress in this behalf 10 in the course. Our special thanks are due
m -rks were allotted at the final test. Mr. t°  the Principal of the College of Commerce
J N  K iul uwarded marks. who placed at our disposal his college

accommodation and furniture for the earlier 
F >r succ 'ss anywhere in life a great factor part of the course and the Central Institute

is the personality of the worker and his of Education and the Library of the Delhi
attitude towards his work It was considered Municipal Committee for the loan of books 
in pessary to hold a rough and ready inter- which proved of great help to the trainees 
view and appraise the attitude and persona- in collecting and classifying information on 
lity of each trainee 15 marks were allotted the various aspects of their work.

Printed at the I.M .H . Press, foi Mr. Rsnjit M. Chetsingh Printer and Publisher, 24, Rajpur Road, Delhi.
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N E W  ORIENTATION N E E D E D .
•

The educational circles all over India contact with the masses, who understand their 
looked forward to a radical change in our putt- day to day needs and necessities and who have 
ern of national education after the attainment capacity to act as guide and friend to the 
of independence. Many, like the Indian Adult harassed human-beings huddled in hundreds 
Education Association placed before the power of villages in India- Indifferent teachers, 
that be the nature of the problem and its unsuccessful lecturers and unimaginative 
solution but our Government was not able to bureaucrats can “hardly do the job. *Educa- 
make up its mind. While the Government ad- ting India is an “ adventure ”  in the true 
mits that there is a need for new orientation it sense of the term. The Education Depart- 
has not been able to clearly enunciate the new ment of Bombay under the guidance of 
aims and objectives of our educational system- the great educationist, the Premier of 
Perhaps its preoccupations to solve the multiple Bombay and under the headship of that 
difficulties which confronted it after the attain- brilliant educationist who today occupies 
ment of independence might be responsible for the position of its Educational Adviser, 
this failure. has realised if, as is evident by its nam­

ing its official journal as “ The A d ven tu re  
The haphazard and unplanned manner in of Education”. Unless the Union Govern- 

whieh the Social Education plan is being, ment also graples with the problem of 
Carried on shows how the Ministry of Educa- education in a spirit of adventure and 
tion has not been able to adjust itself to the experiment with new organizational machinery, 
requirements of the new situation. Wooden- perhaps, far removed from the old, alien 
headed bureaucracy has been put incharge of a official set-up. its chances of success are 
work which requires human organisation to bleak. Time and again we have suggested 
achieve good results. People who have no idea that in order to make Social Education a 
about the new life which is pulsating through- success the government must work through 
out the country and who have no living non-official agencies. Wherever non-official 
contacts with the human material which we agencies have been associated with the work 
have to mould go about publicising of Adult Education, marked success ha? been 
astounding results which in the long achieved. Tn Mysore, Bombay and Delhi 
run would turn out to be illusory. Social there are non-official adult education councils 
Education as conceived by people who have and boards which have done very good work 
power to make the experiment a success is no and achieved substantial result-', heartening 
education at all. Tf giving instruction in three both to the masses ;)e well is to those who 
R ’s is be end and be all of social education it want masses to be educated. Nothing has 
would be hptter if the Education Department been lost even now. The Union Government 
stops it and saves the tax-payers5 money. Nor ran still change its wavs and we on our 
can teachers train tn teach children or young part are always at the disposal of our Govern- 
boys _ and girls be expected to put this into ment to cooperate with it for carrying out our 
practice. For making Social Education scheme life’s mission- ‘‘to make man of man”, 
a success we require rnen, who have a living

S. C. D.

....... . low: ' VflTxluo ei e.wauh voamihT ho«J bus yaJutijf



Adult Education in Bombay City
PR O U D  W O R K  O F  C O M M IT T E E

The gallant band of teachers of the Bombay City Adult Education 
Committee, who are trying to fulfil a plan of educating the 10,00,000 illiterates 
of the city, are faced with problems of varied nature, not the least being the 
harrowing poverty of the workers and their inhuman living conditions in the 
chawls.

The vast majority of the illiterates are workers in the mills and the fact that 
1,50,000 adults have seized the opportunity of receiving basic education under 
these conditions during the last nine years, speaks well for their innate urge 
to learn.

Mr. B. M. Kapadia. Special Literacy Officer, out of a total of about 750 men and women 
accompanied by Mr. Y . C. Gaikwad and Mr. who attend the classes conducted in Marathi, 
K.B. Kasotia, the two Deputy Literacy Officers, Hindi. Gujerati, Telugu and other provincial 
early in March took a group of journalists languages, all over the city, 
round a few chawls in Pare], Sewri, Dadar and _ . T _ „  , . , ,, .Bhendi Bazar, to give them first-hand know- The Literacy Officers explained that it 18 the
ledge of how adults were educated in the 750 ?ohcyuto fin(  ̂ as ™ n y . teache™ as POSP'b'!  
classes conducted bv the Committee. from the workers themselves as they were best

able to understand the problems of the pupils.
At the post-literacy class being conducted At present there are about 770 teachers of 

by a Moulvi. in a library at Badu Rnngari whom 80 are women. 40 supervisors aid these 
Street, nearly ten shopkeepers and small traders, teachers in conducting the classes which are 
were being taught advanced theory about health. held during day and night to suit the con­
current topics and civics. Classes are divided venience of pupils. Eight Assistant Literacy
into two types. ( i ) Literacy and ( i i ).m Officers including two lady officers look after
Post Literacy. The first type classes work and inspect these classes every night. The
for 4 months, with three sessions every year, Special Literacy Officer with the help of hi* 
and the second runs for eight months aiming at two deputies and the 8 Assistant Literacy 
making the adult completely literate. Officers look after the whole organisation.

Tn the Municipal sweepers’ chawls at Val- P R O B L E M  O F  A T T E N D A N C E
pakhadi, 20 women huddled together on the
floor were learning their letters in Gujerati. Tim problem of attendance, which is poor, 
A large batch of children who were not, will- has been met to some Extent, by organising
ing to leave their mothers at study got in the cultural shows and cinemas during the work to 
way, but it could not be helped as there was no arouse the interest of workers who are rendered 
one at home to take care of them and the "apathetic by their appalling living conditions, 
women made the best of it. The efforts of the chawl committee which looks

nnA TTo .A n m iT T ,. ,™ ™  after the attendance and'discipline, have been
P R O U D  A C H IE V E M E N T  helped by such programmes.

The women who were in rags held up , . T T TT , ,
proudly the slates on which they had written Love Lane. Hathi Baug, a large crowd
their names for the first time in their lives. 7 ns watching a film show, arranged by the 
Their teacher, who was a sweeper, explaining T™Poctnrate ?f 7 ’s" al Education. But surpn- 
hia difficulties, said that besides the difficulty ^  commentary was in English,
of women who were on night duty, attending0 ^presentations have been made to the authori­
s e  classes, the problem of husbands who were t,Pfl to snPP,y films ™ Tt"dian languages with- 
not willing to allow their wives to go to any success so far. At present the Special
daises in preference to work at home, was Literacy Officers meet the problem by replac- 
»l*o one of the factors contributing to the poor H]R the .commentary in a local language by an 
•♦tendance extra microphone, whenever the story of the

film makes a new turn. The films are mostly 
The total number of women attending the educational on subjects like geography, hygiene 

l i te ra c y  and Post Literacy claeeee ie only 157 and social problems
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S T U D Y  U N D E R  S T R E E T  L IG H T S  year and the rest ia collected from th* public.
From March 7 the City Adult Education Com-

Aniong other classes visited was one of mittee hopes to start about 1,100 clast** for 
young workers from U P . who were studyiug for about 80,000 adults.
Hindi on the footpath by insufficient street
light, and classes at the REST chawls where in  spite of the best efforts of the City
conditions were more human. A dult Education Committee, i t  seems a matter

, , , utt'c t ' i i  i of doubt how far the workers of Bombay canIn the cleaner BEST chawls, classes w be educ;ited b sucb method8 alone, without
conducted on every floor. A group ot woikers . , . .. . rphfl
were found studying the history of the city of ^ p ro v in g  theirGiving condition*, ihe.m ental
Bombay. The teacher also read to them the 8t"te ™  * ^  f Z ith tw .n tJV J , , i nicncaorl room six teet by ten feet along with tw*ntydaily newspapers and problems were discussed. ^  # ^  of hard laboufi 19 not con.

Rupees nine lakhs have been spent during ducive to the pursuit of knowledge, 
the last nine years for educating 1,50,000 adults , ,
in the city and to this amount, the Bombay bomeone remarked when we finished th*
Government has contributed half. The Bombay 1 tour, “ We must educate the Government 
Municipality contributes Rs. 25,000 every I before we educate the workers ! ”

Adult Education To Make Common Man Happy
AMORE URGENT AND DIFFICULT JOB

BY Mr. A.G. V ILY A  ROY

Demon Ignorance is as old as Adam. T H E  FORD OK SOUTH IN D IA
Y et it seems easier to conquer Death than M r y. o. Naidu of Coimbatore is already 
to subjurgate this old devil. He looks we reaping 89 cobs from a single maize plant
get and making merry under the root °*- 118 which would not yield 8 before. Cooperative
twin whom Gandhiji named Daridranarayan. farming with such improved methods of culti- 
Adult Education is a sure process designe y vation ought to revolutionise food production 
break this formidable combination and ovei a(ld banish hunger much quicker than even
power Ignorance and Poverty together. As a Russia did. In  Lenin’s words “An illiterate 
positive effort.Adult Education will make the rflatl muat be taught the alphabet. Without
common man happy. this there can only be rumours, gossips, tales

FOOD AND LITERACY and superstitions.” Besides Mr. G. Naidu’a
, discovery of quick methods of stepping up

The simple antidote to hunger is toocl. £ood production we have now got on hand 
Grow-more-food is tlie common slogan thong i quick methods of making adults literate in any 
G R O W -M O S T -F O O D  ouglit to be tne ordei language within 10 to 80 days. Let us make 
of the day. Competent experts should deter- adults literate quickly and as quickly make di«- 
mine tile maximum food that can be raised on coveries like Mr. Naidu’s reach them through 
a given plot of land and so much food ouglit to simple, printed word also. I t  is not rumour and 
be raised, the necessary co-operation and lad- gossip that would reach the farmer that way 
lities being found. Growing less than the esti- but ilcCL1rate information which he cun read and
mated maximum ought to be deemed anti appreciate independently at his own leisure
social. To achieve this level of food produo- and convenience.
tion consolidation of small DRIVE FOR LITERACY
operative fanning are the first requisites, oucn
intelligent and efficient co-operation is im- Let us have the courage to do things aright, 
possible among a set of illiterates. Lenin to spread adult literacy side by side with other 
discovered it in 1918 and decreed first an development drives, Ail the publicity material 
ali-out drive agaiust illiteracy among adults, printed and distributed by the various 
In  fact adult literacy among peasants is the nation building departments can b* got 
secret behind the freedom from hunger enjoyed recast in the simplest possible regional 
by Russia to-day. A Down-W’ith-illiteracy languages and made accessible to th* 
Drive is quite possible in a nou-cnmmunistic adults rapidly made literate Like the quality 
state like India. M Mercy it would bless tlie departments with
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4 A D U L T  A D U C A T I O N  T O  M A K E  C O M M O N  M A N  H A P P Y

effective propaganda and also the vast majority knowledge and literacy through them in a 
of adults with intelligent understanding of pleasant way, while children of school going 
what these agencies mean to them. Incidental- age are about 14 per cent of the population, 
ly, it would save Adult Education a big slice adults form about 70 per cent. Hence the 
of cost on continuation reading material. Local spread of literacy among adults is a much big- 
libraries and clubs can provide for other kinds ger job. While teachers are not available for 
of reading material. child education in- adequate numbers it is no

V IL L A G E  C A M P A IG N S  use depending on teachers to do the whole
work among adults. Let the literates every- 

I t  was a Chicago broadcast that gave many where mobilise themselves, from local adults’ 
years ago the motto "Education and recreation clubs and spend as much time there as 
united they stand divided they fall”. There is they can spare in teaching illiterates and semi­
need to organize Adults’ Clubs in every village literates and that way help in putting down 
and every ward of towns in India and spread ignorance and poverty. (Deccan Chionuld)

Sixth All India Adult Education Conference
“ If you want to educate people you Sir C. V- Raman and other delegates to

must first make them feel that it is worth the Conference.
while to be educated ,  ̂said Sir C. V . (A fte r Dr, Raman had inaugurated the
Raman inaugurating the Sixth All India Conference, Shri C .H . Chandrasekhriya, the 
Adult Education Conference held in Cran1 Education Minister, Mysore proposed the 
ford Hall on Decemberj>v, i > .3, in the pre- name of Dr. S.R. Ranganathan to take 
sence of about 3000 persons, including Shri (he Chair. The proposal was seconded by 
K  C. Chetty, Chief Minister Mysore, Shri C.H. Shri R astun Raj C. Chetty, Vice - Chancellor, 
Chandrasekhriya, Education Minister, Mysore. Mysore University)
Shri Kasturi Raj C. Chetty, Vice - Chancellor „  _
Mysore University, representatives of Central, P R E S ID E N T IA L  ADDRESS.
Provincial and State Governments and of Dr. S.R. Ranganathan of the Delhi 
the Universities and delegates from all University in his presidential address said adult
parts of the country. education was not literacy work. One had

Speaking on adult education, Dr. Raman to be . taken far beyond literacy to self - 
said that he discounted any political argu- education.
merits in its favour but would appeal to Proper directives, he said, should be
the educationists to view it as a sociological given by the State, making it clear that
and human problem and tackle it after a each adult education agency must first 
careful study and understanding of causes concentrate on literate adults who had left 
for the misery and unhappiness in society, the school, before taking interest in cultural 

Sir C. V . Raman said a literate man could subjects, 
not be called educated if he failed to H e expressed the opinion that the present
appreciate the great human values of life, technique of teaching was wrong and that 
Education, according to him, he said, was a new method was necessary for adult 
contact with noble men and their works schools. Much also depended on the teacher 
and the educative influence in every individual for the working of a flexible curriculum 
was the contact they had with great men and specialized technique of teaching, 
who should show the right path to progress Dr. Ranganathan stressed the need for 
and prosperity. a Department of Adult Education to co ■

Concluding iSir C. V . Raman appealed ordinate activities with libaries, universities 
to educationists to take a dispassionate and secondary and elementary school. He  
view of the whole problem, casting aside suggested creation of the post of a National 
all prejudices and try to evolve a new Director of Adult Education by the Union 
method to tackle it based on cold scientific Government.
reasoning. After the Presidential address, Dr, Amar-

Earlier M r. Madiah Gowda, Chairman natha Jha, the President of the Association 
Reception Committee and President Mysore in his inimitable style, full of wit and 
State Adult Education Council welcomed humour proposed a vote of thanks to Dr,



C.V. Raman. After this the Inaugural Lastly Sri S.V. Srinivasa Rao, Principal
Session came to an end and the conference Vidyapeeth, Nanjangud, read a paper on
proper began. “ Vidyapeeth giving a clear picture of the

new experiments that he is carrying on in 
i he Conference had received messages £0jd of adult education. The paper w ai

from H.E. Shri C. Rajcgopalachari, Hon ble illuminating and instructive.
Member Abul Kalatn Azad, Hon ble Raj- ,
kumari Amrit Kaur. Hon' ble B.G, Kher, 1 he fourth session started on 31 st Decem-
Shri R.R. Diwakar, Sri S. Radhakrishnan ber, 48 at 8 a.m. with Dr. b.K. Kanganathan 
Shri R.N. Tagore of Shaniineketan, Ernest in the Chair.
Schipp, President National Adult School J^nab S. R. Qidvvai, Acting General
Union of London, Mr. W .R .L. Vick, am Secretary, Indian Adult Education Associa- 
of the British Council, Mr. H.B. Ixich.u soils tjOI1 addressed the house. H e maintained 
Provincial & State Ministers am °', iei that the object of adult education is enlight- 
educationists and adult education woi "ers enment first and literacy later. He also 
in India. dilated upon vai’ous methods that he has

The second session started at 10-13 a.m. successfully followed in the various adult
in Cranford Hall. The proceedings started education centres organised by the Jamia 
by an address from K. G. S-dyidain Esq. Millia Deini.
Educational Adviser to the Government of Dr. Ranganathan thanked him for his
Bombay on the meaning and technique of lucid and instructive speech, 
adult education. 1 his address was tolloWed by
a very lively discussion, in which Mr. Saiyidain After Janab S. R. Qidwais speech, reports
replied to all the questions put to him. on the work done at various provincial

, . . . i . . centres and the results achieved ivere read by
After him the following read interesting Measrs N. L . Kitroo, Director Adult Educa-

papers which were followed by discussion : tiou> Uelhi) A .U  Vilva Roy, Adult Education
1. Janab Mohamed Ismail Sheriff, Labour Officer, MiUras, Vf ajanendra Rao of Hyder-

Commissioner in Mysore on “ Adult Educa- abad, D. Doveneaan of Christian Council 
tion with special reference to Labour ’ and Principal P. 3. Abraham of lrivandrum,

2. Shri B.M. Krpadia, Secretary, Bombay Papers by Mr. B.M. fvapadia of Bombay
City A d u lt E duca tion  C ouncil on “ Students and Mr. L. G. Nene or Gwalior were recorded 
role in Adult Education,’’ Then Mr. i *arold Horne, representative

j  . i  of the National Council of Y.M.C.As in IndiaThe third session started at 2 p.m. with d r on •• Fostering Social and Civic
Dr. S. R. Kanganathan in the chair. . Sense lhrougfi Adull Education ” and Shfi-

The following persons read papers ; mathi K rmeswaramino ot Mysore spoke on
„ o • • i “ Learn through recreation’’.I. Sri P. Shivshanker, Vice-Principal,

Law College Bangalore on “ Some Aspects of Dr. Kini, Director of Education Jodhpur 
Adult Education in cities-’’ also spoke tor a tew minutes on the work
(i 2. Miss M. N. Seethamma, M.A. on done at Jodhpur.
“ Some neglected aspec’s of Adult Education” After ten the meeting concluded and the

3. Shri M. J. Prakasam on ” Adult Educa- delegates immediately started for Nanjangud
i , A ,. to see the new experiment ot \  idyapeeth,

tion through Community Centres . at vldyapCeth the delegates spent a very useful
4. Shri B. K. Nirasimhamurly of Chikmaga- happy hour and a hult, seeing tne students 
lur on “ Adult Education". at work and at play. m e guests were tre-

, , . j  - o  ated to a sumptuous lunch by ihe My sore State
After this a keen and interesting discus- tduc|ttiou ouncil. ’’ I he visit was a

sion tjok  place on the ' exe .^UES grand treat ’ to quote Dr. Ranganathan.
conscription of "Students for adult educati

work ” A  resolution suggesting that conscrip- The fifth and the lost session of the Con­
don of students should be resorted to lor die terence started at 2 p .m . in the Cranford
adult education work was moved.by Shri 1 • Hall.

° / u T ? ’ I  ̂ ef erred* to the Ihe Conference adopted the Acting
E«cut?ve C 0m m lte bofe,the Association, on General Secretary a report, the audited 

8ugge»tion of Shri S C. Dutta. accoUn<8 and thc buds{<*  lt  PaBBed
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following resolutions ;— [’official agencies to take up this work in an
~ . adequate measure, this Conference io of theThis Conference places on record its q n {bat nditure incurred on it by

profound sense of loss and grief at the pass- ^  bodieg Qr institutlons should be reCog-
ing away from our midst of Mahatma Gandhi niged b (he Government. „f Provinces and 
who was not only the greatest political and g ag d expenditure entitling them
social leader that the world has produced in tQ H n .aid in the same way as is at present
many centuries but also rhe greatest adult al,owed {of secondary education, 
educationist, in the deepest ana truest sense
of the word, of our age who devoted the 6, W hile thanking the Central Govern-
whole of his life to bringing about that moral rr ent for sanctioning this year a token non-
and intellectual reorientation ot this genera- recurring grant of Ks. 5000/- as said to the
tion which is tne real task ot adult education. A-I.E.A. this Conference expects that, in

. , i i j  order to help the association to extend andI. W hile appreciating the steps already ^  i(g here of activities as a dealing
taken by some provinces and States to star of information and an A ll India co­
training centres for field workers in adult dinati bod the> Govelment will sanction
education this Conference' requests the auitable recurring grant-in-aid for the
Government ot India to start a central cOCiation 
training institute for training superior 3tatf for
organising adult education and conducting 7, This Conference earnestly requests
researches and experiments in the principles p rovincial and State Governments to make 
and technique of adult education. suitable grants to Provincial Adult Education

2. This Conference welcomes the new Associations to assist them in their work.
scheme of social education which aims at g> Xhis Conference requests the Provin­
g s  cau W‘der and , deePer connotation to ^  and Sta(e Adult Education Organisation. 
Adult Education and to include social and liberally assist the Central Association with 
civic training in it. It wishes, however, to funds g3 that it may func(ion more effectively 
p ace on record its considered opinion that both ag (he Natlonal Organisation of India
all workers and authorities promoting socta and al80 ag a jjaj8on body for the purposes
education should take scrupulous care to see ( international work> 
that their civic education does not degenerate
into party propaganda on behalf of any poli- Jhe Conference placed on record its
tical group. grateful appreciation to Shri R .M . Chetsingh

3. This Conference recognises the need the outgoing Geneial Secretary for the
for adequate use ot audio-visual aids in adult services rendered to the Association ever
education and in view of the technical nature since its inception and expressed happiness
of work and the costs involved suggests the that he would be aval a e o us to con mue
Governments in Provinces and States should h.s SreaJ services to he cause of adult educa-
set up properly interco-ordinatedagenc.es tion and the Association which he had helped
for the preparation of films, slides and pictor- to eve op. r. marnatha Jha who
al charts tor supply ' at cost price ' to associa- ^ as f iesent ln the ^ u s e  stated that he had
tion* or institutions engaged in adult education, already written to Mr. Chetsingh on behalf

of the Executive.
4. This Conference is emphatically of

the opinion that it will be prejudicial to the The resolution thanking the following
best interests of the country to hold up the was also^passed.
schemes tor expansion of education on the , M  State authorities, particu-
plea of financial stringency. W hile educa- j Shr, C. H . Chandrasekhriya, Education 
tion should, as a whole, be g yen priority ^  Shn Kagturi Kaj £ hdty , Vice- 
amongst the nation building activities of the Chancdlori Myaore University and the Recep- 
Governmen in Provinces and btates, adult Committee of the Adult Education Con-
education should ,n the present setup of the ference and the AU Jndia Educatio„
Indian Union receive high priority in all „  . rence
schemes of education expansion.

2. Shri L  Madhe Gowda, President, 
5- In  view of the importance of adult Mysore State Adult Education Council and

education in the present conditions of India Shti P. G. Muthirpa, the Local Secretary for 
and with a view to help and encourage non- the Conference : and
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3. The Government, of India and various On the evening of 29th December. 1948. 
Provincial and State Governments and the the President and the members of the 
Universities of India who very kindly depu- Mysore State Adult Education Council were 

*> ted delegates to the Conference. ‘A t H o m e’ to the President and the dele­
gates to the Adult Education Conference at 

With a vote of thanks to the President, the Exhibi'ion Hall. The Chief Minister
Dr. S. R. R anganathan, the Conference came and other ministers were present. Cover*
to an end. were laid for about 200 persons.

Novel War On Illiteracy
The C. P. Social Education Scheme, the Tt is therefore proposed that the word 

biggest, perhaps the most ambitious expert- teacher so far as it relates to the schemes of
ment in social reform yet undertaken in India. Adult and Social Education be interpreted to
turning illiterate adults into enlightened citizens mean and include a person or society, qualified 
within a period of five years, has taken to teach the Social Education syallabns and who 
rapid strides in the first nine months of its voluntarily offers himself for imparting Social 
working. Education to a class of adult illiterates. This

will entitle a private person or other agencies 
The scheme was sponsored by Pandit D. P. to remuneration and reward.

. Mishra, Home Minister, the object being to , .
acquaint every adult with the ever-changing The Proposal that a remumration of Rs. 5 
currents in the social, economic and political Per mor|lb for monsoon and winter courses
life of the country and to instil in the aT1̂  reward of Tvs. 2 per male and Rs. 5 per
adult faith in himself and in the future. female adult, who has Adult Education Certi-
Pnndit Mishra felt that in order to make the fira1tp- sanctioned to a teacher who conducts
people fit for adult franchise it was neeessarv « class of 20 adults with an average attendance
that they should understand their responsibili- ™ I *  A month is under active consideration of 
ties as citizens. Provincial Government.

Tn the nine months that the scheme has Radio Installations.
been in operation 76.401 adults — 51,046 men . . , a . , -r,, .nnrl or; ass v . . . j  o • l As part of riocial Education scheme,ana women — have obtained Social f i  v „ i j  , . , ’Education Certificates. Government has placed order* for 1.000

radio sets and 2.000 batterips to be installed
117,003 adults were enrolled in the 4.838 LL™ ?1 arPas- O f these 000 will be FT. M. V.,

classes of which 3,165 were for men and 1.673 __ Marcum. 150 Mnrphv nnd̂  150 Phillips,
for women. At 251 camps held durum the The to*J ^  be in the neighbourhood of
venr the services of 7.377 volunteers including foo  J x r  T  o  i '° f l "  ™ 1 be e,vf"  tn th*1.001 women were utilised, the totaf number of L000 Nvaya Pancbayat In tbe province. A
those who volunteered for work being 13,328. proposal is also there to appoint a Radiom Engineer and Radio Assistant for the proper
Target O f Scheme. maintenance of these radio sets.

The main obieef nf q u . . .■. l. W ith a view to enrolling adult workers and
ill tcra -v in t h e n o v i n t e ^  ”  " " lo v  ™ ln n tw  ^ apbers and collecting funds, a

T  ’ Social Education "Week was held in Nagpurthis purpose, it is l paused, it is neoessfirv to e tp i.  ̂ . - -  mi - 1  ̂ , 1
engage private persons ’a n d v  rio, other I  h *° 'V  ^  t *  V *  "’" I
agencies toTake up the imparting of Social V  ?
Education to the people. , 1  .  ^  M The M eck h^ld under the1 1 auspices of the Nagpur Social Education A*so-

Jt is felt that the missionary spirit and the °mtion thp aims and objects of which are •
noth* t 0 T 0rk with a sr>5rit sacrifice have 1. To promote literacy ; to spread useful 
renntrofi jb ed in the people to the extent knowledge on subjects related to the people',

quireo to undertake this work without «°me all-round welfare; 3. to initiate social
*n ive m the shape of remuueratiou. education activities; 4. to serve as a Central
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Bureau for information and advice concerning hud taken root, the obvious signs of which 
social education ; 5. to prepare and supply were that the movement was passing from
slides, charts and films and to undertake Government to people s hands, and that, there- 
pnblication of suitable books, literature, and fore, its fruits were well within the reach of the 
bulletins; 6. to arrange public lectures, demon- needy in the near future, 
strations. and exhibitions for tlm furtherance Pensioners.
of the object ; 7. to affiliate social education TT , ,, , . .. ,, ,
organisations; and 8. to organise a social educa- suggested to the Association that a
tion week annually. number of retired people who had willingly

submitted themselves to spending time in 
Governor's Advice. idleness should be persuaded to form an as-

Thp Social Education ^Eeek was inaugurnt- sociation and harness themselves to the task of 
ed by His Excellency Shri Mangaldas Pakvnsa, social education of the masses.
Go\ernoi of C. P. and P>eim. The wives of these people, who also thought

Inaugurating the Week, the Governor laid that their retirement with their husbands was a
great stress on the need for mass literacy earn- matter of course could also make good use of
paigns and observed that apart from any other their time.
considerations literacy M'as a torch that would U  Aung Min, Chief Executive Officer of 
dispel the darkness of ignorance. the Council of Mass Education, Burma, who

In our land of 15 per cent literacy he felt. has been touring the province to study the 
no single institution, not even the Government. Social Education Scheme of the C. P. Govern- 
conld undertake the enormous task single-hand- ment. at an At Home described it as a really 

nnd if wnu therefore a very laudable move $?reat work in the education of citizenship flTm 
on the part of the citizens to 061^0 forward and Sfpd it was a pleasant surprise to him to find 
organise such a Social Education Week in women keen on social education. Forge ahead, 
the town. he advised, while the enthusiasm lasts. Don t

ci,„: „ 3 1 . . .  let it die down, he urged. He called upon the*■ nn rakvnsa announced a donation of . , , . ,  b , „Pc son xi , , • . .1 . educated middle class people to p in  this
a gnoS l/hr f A pf ,?nr  °r r ,rP0Se crusade against illiteracy and added if co- a good library for the post-literacy classes. opprf)tion W;1S forthcoming it would not be

Pnndi D, P. Mishra, the father of the Social difficult to make the people worthy citizens of 
Education scheme, addressing a meeting of a worthy nation. He wanted India to take 
students, teachers, and members of the Nagpur her rightful place in the Commonwealth of 
Social Education Association, held as a part Nations, but first, be said, illiteracy would 
of the Social Education Week programme, have to go and the people be fitted to shoulder 
observed that the Social Education scheme their responsibilities. <Free Press of India)

Objectives Of Adult Education
t r a in in g  c it iz e n s  fo r  c iv ic  d u t ie s

By
N. L. TCFTROO Director: D E L H I A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  BO ARD

The Constituent Assembly lias declared which should be realised without delay. Every 
that the next elections will be based on adult right conferred on the people postulates the 
suffrage and that all men and women above existence of informed and intelligent opinion 
the age of °1 will have the right to vote. among them for the proper exercise of that 
All progressive section- of snpiety cannot right. Tf every adult, is to exercise his vote 
but. appreciate this decision of the Assembly. properly, it is necessary that he should know 
It is only under adult suffrage that the rule what the vote means and what results are 
of the people, by the people, and for the likely to follow from a right or wrong use 
people can be fully realised. Any limitation of it. And where this knowledge is absent, 
placed on the right to vote is to that extent a it is our duty to take adequate measures to 
negation of tht" demoer;" , impart such knowledge and to awaken the

intelligence of the voter so that his right 
But adult suffrage Ii:i9 certain implications be exercised for the good of the country.

8 NOVEL WAR ON ILLITERACY



Under the circumstances, the problem of Delhi Scheme.
Adult Education in India is assuming an im- Th(J ednCfttion drive in Tndia has to include 
portance which it is no longer possible to in . h m and varied fieldg of activi.
overlook or ignore- ties. In this connection, the Delhi Munici-

r\ n . „ . , pality Education Scheme may be described.Our Government as well as the people . /  , , , .. ,, •- „Tt has set before itselt the tollowmg mainare recognising that a rational approach to . . 6
the promotion of education at all stages is ac IV1 ,es'
indispensible to real progress. Already a _____ ____ _
number of Provinces and important States 1 E D U C A T IO N  FO R H E A L T H : The 
have before them schemes of Adult Education activity would include education for personal, 
which with varying degre.es of earnestness domestic and public health and for achieving 
they are attempting to implement. There is,” results, the organisation will co-operate with 
therefore, no dearth of enthusiasm for this ^ e  Municipal Department of Public Health 
cause in the new set-up of Tndia to-day and in instilling into the minds of the people the ba­
the prospect is very favourable to social workers sic need for a healthy life, healthy habits and 
who may concentrate on this aspect of national healthy surroundings, 
reconstruction.

2. E D U C A T IO N  FO R  C IT IZ E N S H IP :
Literacy Aspect. Under this head it will promote civic under-

_ standing and co-operation and in doing so. it
When, however, we come to examine the will work in co-operation with social organize-

schemas that hnvfi bfi^n formulated and the tions which have similar aims2,
steps that are being taken to pursue the schemes 
in the various parts of the country, there is
no agreement either on the principles or the 3. E D U C A T IO N  FOR D E M O C R A C Y  : 
details. Most of them are frankly literacy Under this head, the scheme proposes to foster
schemes intended to raise the percentage of among the people a faith in their own intelli-
literacy in this country. The idea appears gencp, a will to solve their own problems co-
to be that the low percentage of literacy in operatively, a readiness to respect the worth
this country is a challenge to the self-respect of every individual regardless of caste or creed
of a free and independent India which has the or social status, and a desire to fraternise with
ambition of taking its proper place on terms each other on terms of absolute equality,
of equality with the progressive nations of the

, world. An effective claim to such a status . w n U C A T IO N  TV qt?T If r n V I f P V
among the nations postulates an equality with M F V T  T l l ' V ”  .them in the matter of educational progress. M ljN  l . i h* people would be trained to
Tt is, however, forgotten that literacy is not re®?gn,se a,,d dl charge t W  dutles and obli-
synonymous with education. The mere ability Rations, as much as _ to claim their rights as
to sign a name or write a small letter does niPm')ers of the Municipal Organization,
not guarantee the ability to read and under- „
stand the daily paper or a book or a poster. _  EDUCATION FOR RECREATION:

I  he scheme proposes to organize recreational 
Tn this age of science, it is not even neces- faci,itiesL ]n .^ Woh the citizens would be on- 

sarv, though it is very desirable, to be able to £°,lrap d to l01n nnd pwllPre thO' would learn 
read in order to acquire education and know- !’ow to make a Profitable use of tli-ur off 
ledge of the most significant problems of modern 0lus’ 
life. Other means in many respects, much more
eflective than reading have been discovered 6. C U L T U R A L  A C T IV IT IE S  : Tn these 
whereby useful information can be imparted centres, the residents of the locality 
to the masses. The radio and the films are have opportunities of meeting together, 
outstanding examples of modern means which both in mornings and evenings and the. staff 
progressive countries are pressing into service provided by the Adult Education Board is 
m carrying out adult education drives. available for help, suggestions mid guidance in

n  _  , , . , organising these different aspects of adult, edu-
soh 1 Wavernraent "ave before them such cation. As these centres increase in number 
t in n o ?  5,, $ *y r 1' roqnire the co-opera- the sphere of their utility and usefulness would
nn .k .fl a EllblC bodies and individuals to grow. Each centre maintains a library and 
massVlde eGr°CtlV0 UieanS ° f educ3t{on 0,1 a a reading room. Rooks in Hindi mid Urdu

and papers in English, Hindi and Urdu are
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provided for the use of the members. Papers The Wardens are taking steps to set up in- 
and books will be read out to the illiterates formation bureaus in their centres where the 
by the Assistant Warden of the centre people of the locality can obtain helpful infor- 
A radio set is provided in each centre and mation on all the various problems that face 
interesting and instructive programmes are the citizen in his everyday life. The success 
announced on the notice board beforehand, of a Centre Warden would be measured by 
Lectures, discussions and dramas and physical the extent to which he is able to enlist the 
culture programmes are arranged by the support and co-operation of the members of 
Warden with the assistance of the members. the locality. An ideal centre would be one in 
Local problems are considered and discussed, which all the responsibility is taken over by the 
and in so far as is possible, practical handled, locality which the centre is out to serve.

EDUCATION IN A DIVIDED WORLD

We Must Train Students to be Effective Citizens«
Pointing out that a child’s educational op- should be a major concern of public

portunities vary greatly from state to state, schools. Their purpose should be
from city to city, and from school to school, Pre- threefold : education for citizenship ;
Bident Corant proposes that, in the next 25 years, education for the good life ; education
conditions be brought up to the level of the best for jobs.

ow .x'st, (5) Helping youth to find their own talents
Pattern for Public Schools* and guiding them in the choice of a

Dr. Conant proposes this pattern for public suitable occupation should be a func-
education in America : tlon of the h,Sh schools-

(1) Continued local control of the schools, (6) Two-year terminal colleges would be
u As far as possible the elementary added to local school systems, to pro-
schools should be the direct responsi* vide vocational training and
bility of the local people. Only thus training in citizenship at home, since
can the school serve the community.” board and room is the biggest cost in

. . .  . , , . attending college. Boys and girls
(2) Increased aid to local schools from headed for white-collar work in busi-

state taxes. Tn recent years, it has ness and for semiprofessional work
become more and more evident that would attend these institutions instead
the taxing power of the local com- 0f gojng to a regular four-year col-
munity is not broad enough to support le»e.
the type of school required by our
modern society. . . .  1 he taxing power (7) Only boys and girls headed for the 
of the state as such must be invoked professions would attend the regular
in oider to provide sufficient funds four-year colleges and universities as
for the local schools of many cities, preparation for professional studies,
towns, anc. rural areas. To open these opportunities to the best

(3) Federal aid to education in the states. qualified youths, some Federal scholar-
“ The resources of certain of our states ships would help finance their educa­
t e  simply insufficient to finance the t 'on away from home.

I T S Z  «  adult education now J i = |,„i™"'j •*"""5 sz?-dS“ <erartrs
burafid wTtIlin 'the atate by ' atate objectives of “an i,,«lerf taodins of

;..... ......
philosophy and an expositure of its

(4) To instil loyalty to democratic ideals methods.” This he calls “the number
in future citizens, ‘democratic living” one educational need of the moment.”



“Higher" Education “General education” is the name given the
., . , ,, . . . effort to meet the first two of these needs.

Sending all youths to college is not tie  n ere> a ‘'common core” of learning may be
answer, Dr. Conant takes issue with the I  re- glared by all boys and girls, regardless of what 
“ dent’s Commission on Higher Education in bllsiness or profession they expect to ener. 
its belief that enrolment in graduate and 
professional schools should be increased 170%. Humanities.
He warns that if we educate more doctors,
engineers, scientists, and college professors Dr. Conant argues that the humanist to-day 
than our economy can support, the result as always, must relate his work to the current 
will be'“frustrated individuals with long educa- social and cultural scene.” and that art and 
tion and considerable intelligence.” And from literature in the public schools should be 
such peoph- come the leaders of antidemo- related to ethics, the welfare of society and 
cratic movements whether they originate from emotional happiness of the individual.
the right or left.” . . . . , , , , ,A study of literature is useful tor the future

Whether a man or woman goes to college answer, doctor, business executive, or public 
should depend on the amount of education servant “who needs to be wise in his under- 
necessary to the work he plans to enter. Dr. standing of human beings.” Hut “why should 
Conant would do away with the term “higher the future truck driver, shoe salesman, bank 
education” which implies “that those who do teller, or assemblyline foreman read the 
not go to a university or a four-year college are English classics? Or, for that matter, the 
forever on a lower plane. future astronomer prolozonlogist, or research

IC . chemist?” ................................... ..............................It we Want to move toward a more flexible
social structure, we must consider the final Dr. Conant answers : “ To be ignorant of 
years of formal education not as a privilege of the way in which the present technological 
those who can afford to pay or to be won by civilization came to be is not only to live 
a few with high scholastic skill, but something jn perpetual bewilderment, but to be at the 
open to all who deserve and need it” for their mercy of every man who claims to be giving 
future vocations. y0ll reasons why this and that are so. Litera-

Since the bachelor’s degree is the badge of ture js ^ \e ^ story °f the race...a
respectability for most Americans.” Dr. Conant r«cord whlc" “PPe»l!3 &  Us very nature to 
proposes a degree of B. G. S., (Bachelor of a11 m!‘nuer people. Ih is  story of our past 
General Studies) be given on completion of must be read in order to enable us to appreciate 
this two-year course. the present.
High School Education. The Study of Man.

Ih e  dilemma of American public is to A set of common beliefs is essential for 
tram all youth for effective citizenship and at the health and vigour of a free society. And 
the same time to train gifted youth to take up it is through education that these beliefs are 
advanced study for professional work. developed in the young and carried forward in

The justification for spending public funds atT1 ^ 'e'
SnJ fl« ”SteD r r l n f !  SCe°-0lS, in * e U,lited D r- Co,lfu,t suggests, that the public schopls (States. Dr. Conant says is threefold : teach the beliefs which are the common in-

(l) We wish to insure a vigorous deve- heritance of Americans of all faiths-the snero- 
lopment of this society in accordance Sanc-t nature of the individual, the individual’s 
with our traditional goals (education obligation to other individuals, and the need 
for citizenship). °f our society for a high degree of personal

“ro\ ... , . , liberty and the same time active co-operation
W e desire that as many of our citizens toward ends, 

as possible may lead fruitful and satis- <(
fying lives (education for good life). Ihe future citizen wc desire to educate

« / , , ,  should have strong loyalties and civic courage.
W  We realize that in order to prosper These loynltie ought to be to the type of society 

as a highly industrialized nation we WH ni.0 envisaging and to the United States as 
must find and educate all varieties of tbe j10me of this society.” 
talent and guide that talent into the
proper channels of employment (voca- “Demcratic living” in the schools is o£ 
tional education).” the first importance, and every teacher’s goal
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should be “to inculcate a democratic attitude, modern technology, is the most likely way to 
a lack of snobbery / '  arouse their interest/'
Natural Science. Preparation for College

Dr. Conant believes the boy or girl who is 
In his own field of study Dr. Conant sug- g0;ng on to professional training should get 

gests that teachers "reject the extravagant three skills, as a minimum, in high school: 
claims for the scientific method as a modern writing English, handling mathematics in so 
Aladdin's lamp and question the validity of far as arithmetic and algebra of an elemen- 
the assumption that the study of physics trains tary sort are concerned, and ability to read 
the mind of the future statesman”. with concentration and some degree of under-

Students should be given "the conditions of standing, 
scientific inquiry- the nature of the assump- “The Content of the secondary-school cur- 
tions about the external world which are riculum is not so important for the talented 
essentially those of commonsense. youth as either the defenders of the classical ■

“Then if we seek to spread more widely the tradition or the innovators of modern times

the620th O iitu ry , tve should go to other Helds a rem-.rkable ability to do outstanding work in 
than natural science ...Rather than leave in College.
the minds of the pupils the very dubious pro- In the teaching of a gifted boy or girl,
position that the methods of science are ap- |)r> Conant lays down three tests for the 
plicable to all manner of practical human secondary school :
affairs we should show how legal methods of x £ ,, , , .
inquiry have been used in Anglo-Saxon court- U) lh e  intellectual interests of the student

. } must be keenly stimulated during the
entire last four years of his school 

“Likewise we must study the rational '"work,
methods of merchants, manufacturers soldiers, „ f • ..
and statesmen which were employed with ('-) lh e  student should get a belief 1 t
considerable success for generations-long relevance of formal study and book
before any idolatry of the word science’ came learning to the problem of the day.
over the academic horizon/' “(3) rphe ability to knuckle down and do a

Despite difficulties and criticism of the hard intellectual job, the willingness to
method Dr. Conant believes that “for young go through drill in order to appreciate
pupils the presentation of general science in or understand something to which
terms of understanding the earth, the atmosp- it leads, is essential to advanced edu-
here, the process of life, and to some degree cation, (Ce/on Observer)

NEWS from  FAR and NEAR— -*..
NfcW DEI HI—” certificates. Delhi Municipality has opened 60

centres and about 800 persons have registered 
P A R L IA M E N T  IN fE U P E L L A T lO N S  themselves at those centres. In addition there 

A BrnTninmv are a number of casual students. Information
A d o l ,t  <• ' 1 regarding the number of institutions and stu-

Tho Chief Government Whip reply on dents in Madras is not available, 
be,half of the Education Minister informed the
House that the adult education scheme hud bo far the Central Government, lie said, had
boon introduced in the provinces of Bombay, given only block grants for general develop-
f / j )  ,ul(] Bcrnr, Madras and Delhi, in Bombay merit to provinces and no grants for specific
tl'm'e are 80 adult education centres and purposes such as adult education had been
about 1 000 adults are attending each centre, given. But in view of the importance of social

T, ;md Berar *151 camps of social edu- education Government had provided a sum of
ciitiur, wen opened in 1948, where 41,274 men Rs. 90 lakhs.in the Budget for 1949-50, for these
and 20,92:1 women got their adult education specific purposes,
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B O M B A Y —  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C A M P A IG N  IN

L IT E R A C Y  C E R T IF IC A T E S  FO R  C1TY 2000 « * "  L lT E R A T E S  ,N  M B B L  
A D U LTS  Mr. S. L. Silam, M.L.A., Secretary. B.P.C.C.,

presided over a largely attended meeting of 
The four-month literacy s. s. on in the literates and others at the Damodar new 

adult education campaign conducted by the Hall, Parel, yesterday night, when certificates 
Bombay City Adult Education Committee 0f Literacy were distributed to a thousand new 
terminated last week with the awarding of literates who completed their four months, 
100 literacy certificates to Marata-and-Hindi- literacy course last week.
speaking adults. The certificates were award- - ,
ed at three well-attended gatherings at the Mr. Silam stressed the urgent necessity ot 
Adult Education centres in the working class making every Indian literate as India was 
areas of the city. free now. He appealed to the students to take

up this work in right earnest and said that if 
The new sessions of classes were started at the 40,000 students, who appeared for the 

the begining of this month at each of the three sehool leaving certificate examination every 
centres. year, could be compelled to teach 2o illiterates

before they are admitted to the examination, 
In the essay competition organised by the 10 lacs of people would be made literate every 

Committee on the “Problem of Adult Education year and the problem of illiteracy would be 
and How to Solve it,” the first prize for college quickly solved.
students has been recommended by the Judges T  Borale, a member of the Bombay
for the composition of a student of the Siddnar- Education Committee under whose
tha College, while the prize for High School stu- ^  A  .• i m „ „„ . a
dents goes to a pupil of the G. T. High auspices the meeting was held narrated how 
School. The special prize for girls has been the literacy campaign vvas haadicapped by lack 
awarded to a student of the Victoria High °f funds, and appealed to the Government 
C . I b and the Bombay Municipality to give adequate

funds, if Bombay was to be made the first fully
A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E  literate city in ludia'
The Government of Bombay has reconsti- fl Mr. B M. Kapadta. Special Literacy Officer, 

tuted the Bombay City Adult Education Com- thanking the President, said that the Bombay 
mittee with Mr. Champakal G. Modi as its Ada‘fc Education Committee received a
President and Mr. K. V. Parulekar and Mrs. f ' antat th(r of Per C9at th,e expendi- 
Kulsum Sayani as Vice-Presidents for a period ture from the Government ot Bombay, while 
of three years, from March 15, 1949. The the Bombay Municipality promises to increase
members of the reconstituted Committee are : ^ ie Present Sra,lt ot Rs, 25,000. Even then

in an annual expenditure ot over Ks. 4 lacs,
Mrs. Gulistan Billimoria, Mrs. Kamala there would bea deficit of over alakh of rupees, 

Bhuta, Mr. P. T . Borale, Prof. R. Choksi, ™ h  had to be met by donations from the 
Mr. Dhirubhai Desai, M r. S. S. Desnavi, Mr. put) lc’
B. B, Deshpande, M r. Y . A. Eazalbhoy, Mr. y w c A D s
R. G. Gokhale (a representative of the Bombay Iw Y jw fv L
M ill Owners' Association) Mr. Moinuddin A D U L T  EDUCATION IN  M Y S O R E  
Harris (a representative ot the Bombay Munici-
pality), Miss Kapila Khanddala, Mr. K . T  The Government of Mysore have decided, 
Mautri, Mr. Manoharlal Mehta, Dr. K . S. as part of its Rural Development Scheme inau- 
Mhasakar, Mrs. Lilavati K . Munshi (a repre- gurated last month to intensify adult education 
sentative of the Indian Merchants' Chamber), throughout the State. A certain amount of 
Ur. T . R. Naravane (a representative of the progress in this direction has already been 
Bombay Municipality), Air- S. K. Patil, Ptof. achieved through the efforts of the Mysore
V. G, Kao, Miss A. B. H. J. Rustumjee, Mr. !'• Adult Education Council, which has beeu in 
K . Savant. M. L . A., Mr. M. T. Vyas, the existence during the past nine years. 
Educational Adviser to Government and the ,
Uirector of Labour Welfare Department. Since 1 Aid, up to the end of the hnancial

year 194<4S, the Council has made no less
M r. B. M. Kaoadia is the Secretary of the than 1,54,007 adults litorute, by conducting 

Gohunittee, 10,159 classes.
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The Council has also opened Vidya Man- last month at the invitation of the National 
dirs where follow-up courses are prescribed for Christian Council of Nagpur, it is understood 
those made literate. The Vidya Mandirs are here.
supplied with books and magazines by the m, 0 i c
Council which has so far printed about eight Sub-Committee on adult education of
lakhs copies of three text-books and about thef Madra® Adv“ ory ,Board of. Education 
six lakhs copies of adult educat.on series. ' ' ^  ^ ' February l u.ider the chairmanship 
The work of supplying books to these libraries ° f .T : Avinash.lingam Chettiar, Educa­
te done by a central library established in ‘ ion M aster, to utilwe the presence of Dr. 
each district of the State. Laubach in Madras tor furthering the anti-

llliteracy campaign. ihe  Committee also 
The Council’s programme of adult educa- . considered plans for adult education work to be 

tion also includes visual,instruction with the undertaken next year with the grant that may 
aid of films and revival of village arts and be available from the Government of India, 
games.
‘ u r. . . . . .  . RS. O N E  CRORE FO R  A D U L TThe Council is maintaining a Vidyapeeth L IT E R A C Y  D R IV E  IN  PR O V IN C E S
at Nanjangud, 12 miles from Mysore. The ______
Vidyapeeth gives short course in village
panchayat administration, organisation of co- NO. O F  IL L I  ITERATES BASIS O F  
operative societies, cattle protection, village A L L O T M E N T
reconstruction, and other allied subjects. The Government of India's one crore

The Council's finances are derived main- rupees allotment for the promotion of adult 
ly from the Education Department of the State education in the Provinces will, it is gathered, 
Government and from public sources. Since be apportioned on the basis of the number of 
1941, the Council has spent Rs. 16,19,167, of illiterates in each Province, 
which Rs. 15,23,500 came by way of grant This decision was, it is learnt, taken at 
from Government. Tor 1943-49, the Council the recent Conference of Education Minister 
has received a grant of rupees live lakhs from jn Delhi, 
the Government— A P I.

The method by which the Central allotment 
M A D R A S —  of Rs. 50 lakhs for the development of Basic

Education in the Provinces was to be appor- 
ADUL'L E D U C A T IO N  C O N FE R E N C E  tioned was also discussed at this Conference.

Mr. T. J. R. Gopal, Organising Secretary Certain schemes and suggestions for the 
of the South Indian Adult Education Aosscia- spread of adult and basic education in the 
tion, Madras, in a communication, says that a Provinces were also discussed. The expendi- 
five-day adult education conference will be ture incurred in working out these schemes, 
held in the City in connection with the visit it was decided, was to be divided between 
of Dr. Frank C. Laubach, Special Counsellor the Centre and the Province® on a fifty-fifty 
to the World Literacy Committee of America basis, provided the Provinces contributed an 
in the last week of March. A local arrange- amount equal to that given by the Centre, 
ments committee has been formed. The Con- T, . , , , . . .  ,
ference in which workers from all over South B  1S understood that the Madras Govern- 
India will participate will be organised under ar,e c rawlng l‘P sc‘iemes for the spread of
the patronage of the Government and under , .  education and the training of teachers in 
the joint auspices of the South Jndian Adult basic education.
Education Association and the National Chris- The possibility of the Madras Government 
Ran Council of India- further particulars can opening more Basic Training schools, jn addi- 
be had from Mr. i .  J. K. Gopal, 99, Godown tion to the 17 schools already proposed to be 
Street, Madras 1. opened was hinted at to-day by an official

DR. LAUBACH TO VISIT INDIA spokesman.
----------  C O M P U L S O R Y  BASIC E D U C A T IO N

Well-known A m ™  Authority On Adult pLANS BY MADr I s GOVERNMENT

Dr. Frank C. Laubach, well-known American ha6 d a t iv e ly  am oved  S c h e m a  S ^ ih e  
authority on adult education, visited India introduction of compulsory elementary basic
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education throughout the province in 15 years No people can ever hope to become great, 
with an ultimate recurring cost of Rs. 445‘44 happy or prosperous who prefer to wallow in
lakhs for basic schools, and Rs. 24'74 lakhs for the filth of ignorance and stupidity. In a 
the training of teachers, said Mr. T . S. Avi- democracy the stakes are greater still, because 
nasilingam Chettiar, Education Minister, in the there the general masses govern the destinies 
Assembly °f the nation. India is now a full fledged

democratic state, where the percentage of illi- 
Explaining the educational policy of terates is as high as ninety out of a hundred. If 

Government, the Minister said that basic we refuse to mend things in time it would mean 
education had been accepted as the declared that we prefer to be ruled by ignorant masses, 
policy because they were convinced that it And what kind 0f a rule would that be ? 
was the best type of education thatcould be _ , , , , „
available to the country. Therefore. India has launched an all out

offensive against ignorance and illiteracy. 
Tn the next four years all the training This must succeed if we and our future genera- 

6chools in the province would train teachers on tions have to live a decent and self-respecting 
made the basic education line. h fe-

“The Government of Tndia have provided Eut this cannot be a<*ieved V™
a sum Rs. 50 lakhs for the training of primary 0ne of us puts h,s shoulder to th*
school teachers. They have made it expressly
clear that this money will be available for This war has to be won, and that depends 
training teachers in basic education ” the Minis- upon Y O U .
ter said. Tndia expects her sons to do their duty.

The Minister added that the Government T A * 1 -a r ,1 . , ,
of Tndia were also considering the giving of a _  L e tlt  "ot be of W  that / 0U falled
grant on a 30-70 basis (30 percent, to be given >'our countr>’ the hour of her need‘
by the Central Government and 70 per cent, by Ceylon
the Provincial Government) for a scheme of r rv rm rtjrm  a tmtt a « i * v  o ir r  id t-vt
compulsory education on basic lines. U N D E R G R A D U A T E S  M AY H E L P  IN

A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N
A comprehensive scheme has been drawn Undergraduateg may be required to take a

up for opening five m _ - • province hand in the new Adult Education Scheme that
S T * . ' * Minister
Agriculture in a written reply to a question in ’
the Madras Assembly to-day. The problem of educating the “bearded

. , , pupil”, it is conceded has to be solved on a
From the point of view of long-range different footing to that of the school-child,

planning in fruit research, the minister said that both from the point of view of instruction as
a proposal for opening three such stations m we][ ag tbe ql]e<qion 0f discipline, 
the different regions of the province had been , 1
sent to the Tndian Council of Agricultural Re- Various methods of app roach to deal
search for financial assistance. ?.lth the, instruction of adults were recently

discussed at a conference of* Directors of 
K IA f^ P N R —  Education from different parts of India at a

conference held at Mysore.
W A R  A G A IN S T  TLL ITR A C Y  M r. de Silva, who attended this conference,

~  “ told an “Observer” Representative that some
0. P. IN  T H E  v A N G U A R D  of tbe suggestions made at this conference may

. .. a oaneiation be usefully adopted in Ceylon to suit their ownThe Nagpur Social Education Associate peeuliar / onditii; ns.
has issued the following appeal . .

• The problem in Ceylon, he said, was not
“Citizens and countrymen, your country 30 acute ag j [ndin! wkerp they had to con­

st war and needs y o u r active support in ev y tend wjdl widespread illiteracy. In Ceylon 
way, in order to bring it to a succesRtu most of the adults, who would be covered by
clussion. tlle scheme had “lapsed to illiteracy”, by

tj . „nnntrv’g future, your neglect of the studies they had at an earlier
(utu“ Y s o S % „ C y » a a c U O K > » y .  « * •  ?!„. — *  ■ * «  wouM
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therefore not present insurmountable diffi- Mr. Reddi, who was addressing the students 
culties. of the Senthikumar Nadar College this morn­

ing added that national work at the present 
The question of finding teachers to conduct (juncture lay in doing one’s duty well, consci- 

classes had also to be solved, and the sugges- entiously and efficiently. He asked the sta­
tion that undergraduates should be periodi- dents to help in removing mass illiteracy 
cally entrusted with the education of these which he said was one of the main problems 
adults, will be examined. A Special Officer facing the country. They could not have 
is to be recruited to take charge of the adult effective democracy in the country unless the 
education scheme, which is to be established mass of the people were made literate. Mr. 
as a systematic educational service throughout Reddi reminded the students that the founda- 
the Island. tions of a State were being laid in India

to-day, and thev must be careful to see that 
MEERUr those foundations were not weakened by any­

thing they did or said. ‘'Criticise the Ministry 
A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  A F A IL U R E  and its work, but do not undermine the State”.

he declared.
A t a meeting of the Meerut District

Development Association it was revealed Reddi advised the students not to
that adult education in its present form be carried away by propaganda but to prepare 
has been a great waste of time and money, themselves for the great tasks which lay 
Nowhere in the district has the scheme pro- ahead, 
duced any result. I t  was recommended to
the Education authorities of the district to Later, M r. Gopala Reddi laid the founda- 
concentrate all schools meant for adult educa- tion stone for housing a library and reading
tion in a bloc rather than keeping them scat- room attached to the Kshatnya Vidyasala High 
tered all over the district as at present. School. Virudhunagar. Mr. Reddi said that

the future welfare and prosperity of the coun-
V / IP I in  H I  DMAf2 AR1 -  try depened upon the students who were the
V IK U L > n U lN A V 3>A!\ citizens of to-morrow. Libraries and reading

_______ ,  rooms, he added, could play an important role
L IQ U ID A T IO N  O F  MASS IL L IT E R A C Y  Jn moulding the future citizens and enabling 

M IN IS T E R S  A P P E A L  T O  S T U D E N T S  them to assume leadership and take initiative
in managing the affairs of the country.

M r. B. Copala Reddi. Finance Minister,
Government of Madras, to-day called upon the Prof. Franco, Principal of the College, wel- 
students to cultivate the habit of discipline and corned the Minister and Mr. Chengalvaroyan 
capacity for hard work. proposed a vote of thanks.— F. O. C.
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Adult Education, Child Guidance, 
and' Mental Health

An attempt to elucidate the various origins that if such work is to be of real value, it must 
of students’ interests in Psychology appeared begin by disseminating a deeper appreciation 
in the British .Journal of Educational Psycho- of children’s emotional needs. The maladjusted 
logy- The main motives appear to be four in child is father to the neurotic man. Tt may 
number ; first a desire for knowledge, probably be objected that although in some fields of 
associated with curiosity concerning a subject psychological enquiry sufficient knowledge is 
around which there perpetually rages con- available from the results of scientific research 
troversy ; secondly, practical use, a desire to to warrant generalisation, it is quite impossible 
understand and even to influence other people; to do this where deep personal issues are 
thirdly, a vocational interest, a feeling that involved. Consideringthe number of inponder- 
one’s career might in some way be advanced able factors it is hardly surprising that there is 
by psychological knowledge: and fourthly, considerable disagreement among those engaged 
asocial need, an urge to meet other people, in in psycha-therapy. Yet speaking from active 
an atmosphere other than a purely recrea- experience of Child Guidance and judging from 
tional one, There is an important category of what many lenders in this work have said and 
students, however, not discussed in this re- written, I feel confiden that there is agreement 
search consisting of those people who to a on much that is fuendamental. and serious 
greater or less degree have themselves faild to varianec only concerning points of detail or 
adjust, and who are attempting a solution problems of theoretical interpretation.
to their problems by learning about their ,u I  he scope of this preventive work is much
own psjc o-p j « 1 " wider than that normally embraced by adult

Most students can derive considerable education. Here in Shropshire, for example, 
benefit from a course in psychology, more short talks and single lectures are given to 
particularly if the syallabus is given a social parent-teacher associations, women’s institutes 
bias so that the 'knowledge gained can be and similar organisations; a series of meetings 
extended to the problems of society, creating a are held with the mothers of children in nursery 
realisation that the social sciences should not schools so that a friendly group is formed which 
be studied in isolation. The maladjusted learns freely to discuss day-to-day problems, 
student on the other hand often fails to A residential mid-Week course is proposed to 
glean anything of volue from the instruction, which mothers can bring their children. Play 
The material tends to be misunderstood or ill- equipment is to be provided, 
digested, probably because of a deep emotional 0ne of thc difficnlties of RnrP(u1i tMs
resistance to it, He clings to his symptom, knowledge arise from the fact that emotional 
and may in some cases even have a disrnp uig npget3 arise f0 ROme degree from the nature of 
influence on the other students. An a 11 the culture-pattern itself. For example, certain 
education class is in any event an educa mm COntinenal psychiatrists have maintained that, . 
project not a clinic. In so far as group e the jnojdence 0f ennrpcjs ; n s„nin European
niques of pspeho-thernpy, such as are De g countries is far less frequent than in England
experimentally attempted at the * avis • and have suggested as the cause the more
Clinic, are successful, they depend upon r jKjd attitude to early habit training here
guidance of highly skilled specialists. ’ which imposes on a constitutionally senai-
long run I  should say that the undeisan tive child an undue strain and which sets up
of others, and hence indirectly of onese . v _ tendency to regress to infantile ways in the
most important contribution to individi. * face of later frustration or conflict. Although 
piness psychology ca'1 make. not yet fully established, this probability is

a .  m in  theme of indicative and suggestive. Structures of be-
Thia assertion leads to tne » the havionr, deeply rooted in our Puritan tradition,

this article. It is not directly 1 bllt may be difficult obstacles to overcome.
W  motives. mentioned m the prea ^ rjght Another m tiehm made about this work
sort n fbeen 1̂ Pire'dncationPmight become ono which many psychologists would tend to
of the p S T o  mehfal health. I t  seems clear support, is that a self-conscious attitude to the
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brining up ef children is bad ; according to complex experience arising an ambivalent at-
this point of view it produces an artificiality titude on the part of one or both of the parents,
and priggishness. Some of us may have observ- Love grows out of the way of life of a corn­
ed the activities in a home where all is sweet- munity and cannot be consciously created, so 
ness and Jight and the parents are so infnri- direct "education is difficult here. However a 
atingly understanding”. As Dr. William better understanding of the consequences of 
Moodie says in his book 77ie Doctor and the rejection by those who are in contact with or 
Difficult Adult. Psychologically directed fami- responsible for children committed to the care 
lies always have to be handled with the greatest of public authorities would do much to alle- 
care ns their foundations are insecure. They viatc stress and subsequent social misfist. An 
can be thrown into a turmoil by the slightest excellent little book which discusses this pro- 
mistake’, such ns calling a child naughty” . blem is Agatha Rowley’s The Psychology of the 
Psychological understanding does not neces- TJnwaated Child. 
snrily mean psychological direction. In any
case it is quite fallacious to assume that the Loss of security follows inevitably from
mother who is unmolested by psychologists in- denial of love, but there are many other roots 
stinctively from the standpoint of its future of fear in children. Two might be mentioned
happiness. One has only to think of Well- here. Thev arise partially at least from the
known examples from the field studies of nature of the social pattern. First our moral 
anthropologists. Tt can hardly be said, for tradition tends to gTve rise to excessive feelings 
instance, that the mother in the Mundngiimor of guilt and anxiety when aggressive impulses 
tribe of Hew Guinea, who feeds her offspring in are aroused. An easier acceptance of a child s 
a standing position, thrusts it from her in anger and less demand for what Professor 
premature attmints to wean, and even puts Plugel calls"’ moral athleticism” case the strain 
bitter pap on her breasts to accelerate the in the home. Secondly, the competitive nature 
process, is unconsciously impelled by her of our society tends to set an artificially high 
maternal drive to its mental health. The educational standard in the narrower sense, 
malice, suspicion and hate which dominate each particularly am'ong the so-called middle classes, 
member of the tribe and which permeate its The bright, extroverted, stable child adjusts to 
fabric are good evidence that it is not doing thp demands tnadp on him. but the less giftpd, 
so. Our own folkways are not quite so <3is- especially if  sensitive or withdrawn, cannot res- 
agreenble, but stability and happiness are our pond to the pressure ; fear and emo tional dist.ur- 
values there is still much to be learned. Tt bnnee result. There is a filed here for preventive 
should be possible to spread a knowledge of education, 
the essentials of child psychology while avoid- „ r , .
ing complexities which cannot be' adequately Maaterv. " in c e p t Similar to that of
comprehended without considerable study. MHfougall’s self-assertion is a pnmary need
Parsimonious use of technicalities is of key ,n 1,VT  creatnre9 80 that 1 \e,y ™J*y. adap* t0’ importance. 7 or at least come to terms with, their environ­

ment, The knowledge of what can reasonably be
To avoid the accusation of vagueness and mastered at each stage of development, however, 

to give a more definite indication of the sort of has been extended significantly and is seientifical- 
problems which arise, it will be worth while ly established The work of Arnold Gesell and 
to summarise the basic needs of children. Tt others at the Yale Clinic is well known, fmpres- 

, will be seen that opposing influences exist in sive contributions have been made to the fur- 
the social pattern, making the task of education therance of child study. Many still implicitv hold 
in child care more difficult. An attempt to the view that the child is a manikind only differ-
discover and explain their origins might be a ing from the adult in that its mind more nearly
worth-while procedure with a good AV.E.A. resembles its pristine state of a tabula rasa. 
el.,„P but it is doubtful if more general work Thfi Mgociationi9t psychology of the 19th
along these hues is possible. According to t a!rtl0 h moribund at the turn of the

r t : /  Dr/u S,r  century o w in g to  the impact of Darwin inapproximates neatly without OYftr-?imphfvin£. , . , , Tv n a i,, p a,.„v>ni* . , ,nAO, r *■i , , , r ' 1 •> 1 biology and McDongall and JHrend in rfi)cno-the foui most fundamental wants of children , i r  . ,1 . onA/y* , . lorry, still IinrrfTs on in tli e cl a.ssi 00 m , ana
;me nffeMi up se- un v mastery and society. A ^Touscionslv in the home. This attitude is
f“ t e fa ml' a d h r a k l  ^  CMM t0 probably reinforced bv the mechanism of pro- neurotic failure and breakdown. j U o n  we treat our children as if they were

Probably the greatest cause of maladjust- pocket editions of ourselves. Analogies are still 
merit in children is deprivation of affection, made between the training of puppies and 
either by direct rejection (>r through the more, children along the lines of primitive hedonism.

&



The more mechanistic aspect of Behaviourism .from the Psychiatric Social Worker before 
has reinforced this attitude even among some they themselves can make a normal relation-
psychologists. riie picture of the child as a ship -with the child. The same is true to a
developing individual, capable ol displaying lesser degree in general education in the hand- 
certain achievements at various stages, and ling of children, that is in child guidauce in 
actively going out to meet the world, is not the widest sense. This makes it vitally un­
sufficiently stressed. portant to establish really good contact with

the groups to whom one is talking. Modesty, 
Lastly there is the question of social patience, a lack of dogmatism fortfied by con- 

adjustment. Our culture is for the most part fidence* a quickness to sense the mood of the 
extraversive, though not so emphatically so as audience and a knack of assessing the level at
that of the U.S.A. One has to fit into a bust- which to talk, a natural way of speaking so
ling and competitive social structure. Younger that with the most upsophisticated there is no 
and younger becomes the age of meeting one’s ''hit of talking down, and above all an ability 
contemporaries; the hustling, noisy atmosphere to reassure ; these are some of the qualities 
of the nursery school soon engulfs the toddler, needed by those engaged in this sort of work. 
Testimony from the primary school suggests It  is doubtful how far they can be cultivated 
that this is all to the good so far as concerns for they so much depend on stable qualities of 
the social adjustment of the majority. How- personality, but it is perfectly certain that they 
ever, the senitive, introverted child does not are not limited to professional psychologists, 
usually make such happy contacts. This early Those tutors taking sessional or tutorial classes 
failure dogs him throughout his school career, hr psychology mignt quite naturally, without 
and ultimately he may tend to become seriously in any way forcing it introduce a little more 
maladjusted because of demands made on him discussion of children into the course, 
which he cannot satisfactorily fulfil. He is not
acceptable to his teachers who describe him This work is still in its very preliminary
aS ,r ."‘H r ’ r " ' C°;0pera 1Vr &H .  a Ion1 st:‘Se- s0 i4 is difficult to estimate its effect, 

m u * l H f  'I T  y i'0ni H  n?rraa One encouraging feature has been the spon-child-teacher attachments and as there is no taneous interest displayed by many parents and
satisfcatory identification he resents punish teachers and in some cases considerable has 
merit or even correction. 1 here is a great been expressed. I  feel optimistic enough to 
need for understanding the wants and difficulties hope thilt we may steer between the Scylla of 
of this type of child. ignorance, narrowness and smugness, and tlm

Charybdis of crakiuess, indulgence and 
lo  show the origins of emotional strees is not pseudo-psychology and so help to create a 

rl!0!1? n ’ j aie,'tSL who consu,t the staff of a happier future for our children. It  must be 
Lhild guidances have very clear insight into remembered, however, as Ur. C. L . Burns has 
their own inadequacies, but find the greatest astutely remarked, that the mental health of 
difficulty in accepting emotionally what has a community does not depend on the number 
been understood intellectually. They may of psychologists and psychirtrists per souare 
need a long period of contact and reassurance mile, ( X. B. a . e  )

Adult Education in the Scotland
W. S. Evans.

Scotland has generally been regarded, commercial colieges have been well patronised- 
south of the border, as a depressed area— access to the Universities has always been 
or where the feeling is a little more charitable, much easier than in England and Wales— to 
as a ‘‘ special are in relation to adult name but two reasons for the differences, 
education. There is much justification for this lint perhaps most important of all, the Local 
attitude. Scotland has been backward : n t Education Authority is by statute the body 
us admit it. The reasons are more complex responsible for adult education within its area, 
than simple. There has been, on the part which means that the Universities do not re' 
of adults, a rather utilitarian view taken of ceive direct grant for adult education, 
education so that continuation classes and

ADULT EDUCATION, CHILD GUIDANCE, AND MENTAL HEALTH, 19
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The Lniversities; lacking direct aid, and types of classes. On the financial side this 
with large calls upon their limited resources, means that the Extra-Mural Committee re- 
have not played the same part in adult educa- ceives Government grant for the classes via- 
tion as the Universities of England and Wales, media the Local Authorities, as well as an 
The case of Glasgow well illustrates the added amount from local rates, fn relation to 
position. Since 1924 the University has classes provided there is a division of function, 
annually allocated from its general funds sub- so that in those areas where the schemes are 
stantial (of late years very substantial) sums in operation, the E. M. C. is responsible for 
for adult education : yet without supplementa- classes in subjects taught at Uuiversities and 
tion by some such grant as is available in not at Schools, except in those ‘’school sub- 
England and YV ales it is just not possible for jects” where the intention is to teach the 
the Extra-Mural Committee to do more than subjects of a higher level, i.e. in and through 
touch the fringe of the problem presented by tutorial classes. Perhaps this division, although 
the vast industrial area which the University having arisen out of special Scottish cou- 
ought to serve and wants to serve. A t the ditions, is capable of application, with some 
same time, the Scottish Universities them- profit, beyond the Scottish border. An in- 
selves cannot easily be acquitted of all res- cidental, but none-the-less important con- 
ponsibility for the comparative slightness of sequence of the “Agency” principle is the 
their achievement. It seems probable that closer co-operation which has arisen between 
vigorous concerted action on their part would the University and the Local Authorities, 
have led to recognition of their claims to
direct aid. The result has been a big development

in quantity of classes and in the quality of the 
The Local Authorities, for their part, have Work done. In Glesgow in 1945—46 there 

not, on the whole, acquitted themselves very were 18 classes run by the Extra-Mural Corn- 
well. Some reasons are to be found in the mittee with 670 enrolled students, and two of 
Scottish Local Government structure. So these classes were of the tutorial type. During 
many of them are small and the financial bur- the past session there have been 58 classes 
dens they have had to carry heavey in a conn- with an enrolment of 1,588, and 9 of the classes 
try which is poor and where, in the past, there were of tutorial type, 
has been much unemployment. Even so, the
Authorities of good size, and no poorer than 1 here is also systematic progression in a
their counter-parts in England and Wales, have number of the essional classes so that students 
not yet employed full-time tutors as specialists an introductory courss one year and
in adult education. They have never provided proceed to a more advanced stage in the next, 
other than sessional courses, and some still 1° short, a number of the sessional classes are 
provide 10 lectures and shorter courses only. n°t sharply distinguishable from tutorials. « 
A number of Further Education Officers have Other interesting features in Glasgow are the 
been appointed in the past few years, but their experiments proceeding with both old and new 
work is diffused over the whole range of adult education subjects. A lbology tutorial 
Further Education, and none of these officers, class has not only a tutor but a graduate 
as far as 1 know, has had any real experience assistant as demonstratoi. lhe  tutor of this 
of traditional adult education. The W.E.A., class, a University lecturer, is of the opinion 
for various reasons, has not struck deep roots that the standards attained are at least equal, 
in Scotland. 1 can only record this with regret: a,,d in some respects superior; to the standards
to suggest possible causes is outside the scope in the intra-mural classes. Interesting deve- 
of this short statement. lopments in scientific subjects generally are

taking place—in Atomic Physics, Genetics,
That is the background. Important changes and Geology, for example, where the subjects 

during the past two years have taken place, are not just taught in technical school fashion, 
anti are taking place in Glassgow and the rest Geology students, accompanied by their tutor, 
of the West and South of Scotland, with engage in field-work to which normal rates of 
Glasgow University Extra-Mural Committee pay for the tutor are applied. In other words, 
providing the impetus and direction. The main the field-work is part of the class work and not 
conditioning factor hag been an interpretation just an outing. There are successful classes 
of the 1945 Education Act; endorsed by the in Semantics and a new tutorial class is to 
Scottish Education Department and accepted begin in French Language and Literature, 
by some of the Authorities—whereby the There has been an experimental scheme of 
Extra-Mural Committee functions as the study for Trade Unionists, provided in co~ 
Agent” of tho Local Authorities for certain operation with the T.U.C. Enucational Trust,



B O O K  R E V I E W S  2 t

whereby students attend a tutorial class, a stip- must be added the classes run by the Local 
plementary course, and a fort-nightly dis- Authorities in the West of Scotland which in 
cussion group. Die discussion group, as an 1946— 1947 amounted to 150 classes with 4,895 
adjunct to a tutorial class, helps in the clearing enrolments. In July the Extra-Mural Com- 
up of issues unresolved in the class and pro- mittee will be opening its first Summer School 
vides facilities for greater self-expression on at Dumfries, 
the part of students, and of closer contact
between tutor and atudent. Next session there The Extra-Mural Committee now has a
will be at least 12 tutorial classes in Glasgow permanent staff of Director of Extra-Mural 
alone. Studies, an Assistant Secretary and two staft-

„  . .. . , , ,  tutors, and two or three further staff appoint-
Dunng the past session the Extra-Mural ments are about to be made. Glasgow Uni-

Committee has been responsible for 79 classes versity has a very large and varied internal 
I of which 10 were of the tutorial type, with a staff, and thg Committee is able to draw freely 

student enrolment of 2,320 students. A Tutor- on this staff for the adult classes. The 
Organiser began work in Dumfriesshire last quality of tutors in Glasgow, in particular, is 
October, and in Janauary there came into being very high indeed.
14 classes with more than 500 students, and The West of Scotland, at any rate, is
this in an area where previously there was passing out of the “depressed area” or “special
not one adult class. To this record of work are” a phase.

B O O K  K E Y I E W ^ ^
R A N G A N A T H A N  ( S. R . ). E D U C A T I O N  F O R  L E IS U R E . ( I N D I A N  

A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N , D E L H I ) .  1498 .
P P . IX , 127, II. R s . 5 /- .

In  the Foreword to the book, Mr. R, M. masses. The role of successful social work
Chetsingh says that though interest in adult in the field of adult education is very care-
education has been growing in recent years fully defined and developed only after the
yet the problem has been handicapped by concepts of social work, leisure and educa-
the lack of any comprehensive scheme of tion have been clarified and fixed. A ll possi-
work. Kanganathan s book is an attempt to ble confusion of thinking is thus avoided
examine the problem as a whole and to and the reader is helped to undestand the
suggest ways and means of handling it. The scope of the subject in the light of founda- 
book republishes a series of talks given to mental principles. Education for leisure emer- 
the instructresses of Madras in 1944 who ges as a form of activity in which they
had undertaken the task of adult education, who are privileged in society can blend their

The book is simply written and is con- ?,CcuPa.tion and, tbeir hobby for the good of
vincmg because of the analytical manner in J ,e.mf e'vues and the community and through
which the problem has been discussed. One ,W'uch. the adl]1(;, of, the raa” es can find the
is impressed by the deep conviction of the lnoentives of self-education tor a more worth-
author on the urgency and need of adult )w ,le and interesting occupation of his
edntation. The book is invaluable because ei9ure‘
it deals with a practical problem in a prac- The analysis of the approach to and hand-
tical way and suggests a line of action which ling of adult education should find the reader 
is reasonable and sound. in agreement with the author. Adult educa-

„ , . tion is different from primary education and
India s chronic misery centres on the a study of adult psychology is necessary to

insufficiencies of the essentials of life; this understand the exact difference. The empha-
is due to the ignorance of the masses and sis must be on the cultivation of intellect
the indolence of the educated class, lhe  rather than memory or the senses. Secondly,
educated class should now under the spur interest in the adult is characterised by spe-
o f independence shake oft their indolence cificity; therefore the adult must be appro*-
aud through social service educate the ched through bis specific interest, through h ii
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craft or occupation. Rut the method of edu- may be arranged for purposes of analysis 
cation being largely imitation, the difficulty in or emphasis in a stjccessivle order, are still 
adult education is that of providing "models” co-existant in real life. Interest in fictional 
This , can’ however, be overcome by subs- literatvre is part of the general human interest 
tituting books for the model. The library of the adult and more emphasis should 
therefore becomes an indispensable factor be laid from the beginning in utilising 
in adult education. Even though literacy Fiction to link up the various levels 
may not be essential to the education of the of adult interest. Fiction is also an eflec- 
adult yet the full limit cf educativeness tive means of averting lapse into illiteracy, 
cannot be reached without a recourse to The adult’s interest in education through 
books. The library should provide books in a specific craft is dependent for its success 
the defferent arts and crafts of interest to or failure on environmental factors and it 
the adult and in allied fields. It  should Would be unwise at any stage to hitch 
also provide the textbooks for the conduct one’s wagon to utility alone in preference 
of literacy campaings. The immediate pro- to general human interest inborn in man’s 
blem in India is the provision of these nature.
necessary books. The author has some valu- c , ., r i . • 3 <> .. i , , ,
able suggestions for the co-ordination of , f t  " for leisure is defimtaly_a book to 
libraries and library resources in different be taken seriously though the title of the 
parts of the country and the serious under- bo0f  byltSf  's ‘nadequ:,te for ^  ?ub>.ect
taking of the writing of books and text- mat‘er’ [f adlllt+ edn“  «  sec0.nd 111 books for the adult. portance only to constitution-making then

it cannot merely be education for leisure;
The concluding two chapters are purely it becomes something much more important 

practical, the one outlining a curriculum of and big—it becomes a national necessity 
studies, the other methods of teaching, requiring a national scheme and full-timed 
The curriculum based on the specific craft paid workers helped along by voluntary 
is presented in a transcending order, from social workers with leisure and enthusiasm, 
the material plane or the basic sciences, till The problem is too big to be left to phi- 
finally the higher level of fine art, literature lanthropy or voluntary social work alone 
and religion is reached. An illustrative list because it is linked up with the economic, 
of subjects and books is given which, the socid and political reorganisation of the 
field worker will find of great use. The list country. Adult education in its fulness as 
is not intended to be exhaustive. This visualised in the book becomes real only 
chapter, however, gives the impression of when it is placed in its proper context, 
a rigid stratification in the various levels
of adult interest which, even though they R, D. G.



The Im p o rta n c e  o f Films in Adult Education*
With Examples Drawn from Experiences tn deaveland

By T homas  BAB.gNgp^I(D

Effmts in adult education are, along with Recently, in order to demonstrate the value 
o er things, experaments with techniques of of film library service in small commnnities,
communication. The field of audio-visal com- the Carnegie Corporation of New York

l “ unication is one of the newest and most awarded the. Cleveland Public Library a 
fertile of these techniques. In the following $25,000 grant to aid film distribution in a 
paragraphs one aspect of the audio-visal field, regional area surrounding the city of Cleveland, 
the educational film, has been singled out for The project is under the administration of the 
analysis. J he analysis is based on the assump- Film Bureau of the Cleveland Public Library
tion that the film is not a substitute but a tool and will extend for a period of two years. Tt
tor teaching, and simultaneously a springboard is making available to the participating
tor discussion. libraries a large, extensive collection of edu-

What are Educational films» Films of- * arion*1 film,i ,",W h  ""der "rdinary ciroum-
16mm. width which are aimed at an audience ’i T  *2outside f -,.Q i - , , ... IV" 1 acquire because of the expenditure involved
S i ? '  r - 'J Z ' W1,cl' / ]e\l1. r  h th!  reu for such an initial collection, rather than the fictional, and which are intend-
ed to contribute to the process of learning. The revolving collection includes such

7-7, , • . , ,. . , „ _ . ,  classic documentaries as The River, The City,
M c S l l  value ? Gerald March of Time releases, films for children and
his book Ffhmnim-nrU <p r T ,°n p -T  W<> ’ a teen-age groups, films an human relations and 

h Tb l a JT if  international problems, sports, newsreels, L i blames. I t  has been shown that the film travel, arts and crafts, music,
arouses interest in a subject, provides mforma-
tion which is retained, and functions as an The regional circuit plan operates as 
effective summary. It  develops and changes follows : 17 films are block booked to each of
attitudes, provides a visual concept of things the member libraries for a period of one 
outside the range of experience and gives a month. At the ends of this period, each eollee- 
common background of experience to any tion of 17 films is rotated to the next library 
group* ^ him cannot take the place of a. on the circuit and eneb receives a new group 
book or a lecture, but it  can, as group discus- of subjects. By the end of the year, each 
sicn can, aid greatly toward clarification of a library will have had the use of the entire 
object. collectian of 170 films. During the second

wiint nrU.it a v  j?, o y^ar of the project these films will be redis-
t t ita " a  * " 0 " ™  # * •

can use films profitably in some way. Cleve- m, . .
land is one of the foremost American cities in I  he ten libraries participating in this ex­
ownership and use of visual aids. Everv Are Sflndn*k>’- Lorain, Elyria,
school in the city has a slide projector and £™ss,1,lo" i Canton, New Philadelphia, Wooster,
many have sound film projectors. Churches, arren, Youngstown and Alliance, 
lodges, civic groups and social agencies are p. 
buying their own projectors and planning urted Film Uses
visual programs. O f the thirty-two members _ Another organization in Cleveland that has
of Cleveland's Adult education Committee, its own film libnnrv and makes wide use of
several maintain their own film libraries, and films is the Cleveland Mental Hygiene Associn-
nll of the groups use films in their programs, tion which works under the direction of
Serving all community groups is the Cleveland Samuel Whitman, with advice and guidance
Public Library with its growing collection of from a number of local civic organizations,
approximately one thousand 16mra. films, film- Their work is primarily with parent group*
strips anu slides. P,T.A. groups. Public Health nurses and



college student*. The films are used to pro- special twenty minute film devoted entirely to
voice discussion in meetings. For example, a an explanation of how a telephone in an office
film demonstrating the dangers involved in 0l. p|ant js answered correctly.
patterns of overprotection might be shown to a . . . .  . .
group of parents. They would see very Social agencies, religious organizations, 
graphically a child being brought up by over- labour groups, as well as private family groups,
protective parents and the results of this over- make constant use of the collections of educa-
proteetion. This offers an excellent stepping- tional films available m Cleveland,
stone for the leader of a discussion. He and ^  C]eveland E)ectric T]iuminating Com-
his audience share a common realized so well the value of visul mate- '
experience, the film. In addmo. J  " C J  l ^  ^  financed prod„ction of March of 
has been given a very realistic '-' ti t Time>s Opportunity -  the Best Location in the
the problem and therefore has a stronginitial N # the story of Cleveland as a great
incentive with which to begin the discussion. industrjn] centre; whicll is being circulated

throughout this country and also abroad.
What is done with films in the field of ..

“mental hygiene” is done similarly by indus- When it is realized that aggregate audiences 
tries in training their personnel. In Cleveland, totaling over a million people saw the <leve-
the Ohio Bell Telephone Company, the Yoder land Public Library s films in Cleveland alone
Manufacturing Company, the Industrial Rayon in 1947, some slight idea may be gained of
Corporation, the White ' Motor Company, and what a potent medium this is for extending the
the New York Central Railroad, for example, possibilites of attaining one ot the goals m
all use films extensively in orienting their adult education to reach out into the
employees to the job and in developing skills community in an ever-widening cncle of
jn handling the job. For instance, there is a influence.
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is to  77 ' Indian Journal o f  Adult Education o n  its  
v o r k . . .I  l . n k  fo r w a r d  w i ;h  c o n f id e n c e  t o  th e  v a lu a b le  

je t io n  ( c r - w a t  D e v e lo p m e n t s )  w h e n  t h e  t im e  f o r  a n  

io fl^ t  \ u --i : r  t o  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d ia .

nd  is n o t  in d isp e n sa b le  f o r  a ll th o s e  w h o  a re  in te re s te d  

e n t ’  —  Amaranalha Jha. P re s id e n t , I .  A .  E, A .  a n d  V ic e -

r e n d e r in '; u sefu l s e rv ice  to  th is  im p o r ta n t  e d u c a t io n a l  

n g  d 'iv e n "  sn ga ew h at i n t o  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  o n  a c c o u n t  
r.’ —  K  Q Saiyidain. E d u ca t io n a l A d v is e r ,  B o m b a y  G o v t .

e v e ry  w o r k e r  in  t h e  ca u se  o f  ru ra l r e c o n s t r u c t io n  a n d

if v a lu e ,  in te r e s in g  re v ie w s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  p r e s e n t  

u g g e s tio n s  f o r  im p r o v in g  th e  w o r k  ..r e v ie w s  o f  e d u c a t io n a l

a g e m e n t  o n  th is  v e  uture a n d  h a v e  g r e a t  p le a s u re  fn  

j o f  s c h o o ls , c o l l e g .  a n d  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t io n s  Punjab

lu e s  fr o m  d is t in g u is h e d  w o r k e r s  a n d  c r it ic s ,  th is  j o u r n a l  

su rv e y  o f  th e  m o s t  m o d e r n  t h o u g h t  in  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  

ire.

b e  o f  la rg e  v a lu e  in  k e e p in g  w o r k e r s  in  th e  fie ld  in  
Item s are c o p i o u s  a n d  i n f o r m i n g . ’ —  Christian Education.

jo u r n a l  a n d  fa r  a h e a d  o f  a n y t h in g  th a t  A d u lt  E d u c a t io n  

I a m  fa s c in a te d  b y  t h e  a r t ic le s  o n  v illa g e  a d u lt  

a g o o d  w a y  a h e a d  o f  w h a t  I  k n e w  in

f A d u lt ' E d u c a t io n  t o  c o n t in u e  a n d  in c r e a s e

im b er f or E d u c a t io n ,  V ic e r o y ’ s E x e c u t iv e  ( f e b / n ^ l .  *  \ *  , I

d e p a o e r . ’  Mr- and Mrs. Ogden, Kasganj, I J . P ■. 4 (  '  y

t u<un».er C e n t  e , 24 , R a jp u r  R oa d , D e lh i .

I ....................__________:_________ 1 2
I*-l* e d  m  tin - I id  1 «s, M r. P u n j ' M , j i K. P r in te r  a n d  P u b lish e r  2 4 , R a jp u r  R o a d , Delhi.
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The International Seminar on Adult Education We are glad to learn that the next Confe- 

condueted under the auspices of U N ES C O  at rence of the Indian Adult Education Associa­
t e  well-known Danish School at Elsinor was tion is to be held in Hyderabad (Deccan) at the 
of peculiar helpfulness to those who followed end of the year. Mr. S. R. Qidwai the veteran 
such reports of it as the B.B.C. made available, adult education worker of the Jamia Millia, 
I t  is to be regretted that the Government of Delhi is being invited to preside over the 
our country failed not only to send lepresenta- Conference, 
fives to the conference but has so far taken no

* *  *
steps to make known its proceedings and con­
clusions. The least that they can do is to issue The Baring Union Christian College, Batala. 
a comprehensive report of the Conference to is to open an Extra-Mural Department under 
the Press in India and further encourage mem- a Tutor of the status of a College Lecturer as 

bers of the Education sub-Commission for co- from October 1W9. The Department will be 

operation with U N E S C O  to work out the housed in the old A .L .O .E . High School Bui!" 

practical lessons to be drawn for India from ding in the heart of the town and will do 

the deliberations of seasoned workers in the extensive work similar to that done by Univer- 
field of adult education who pooled their expe- sities and Colleges in the West, it  is proposed 
riences at Elsinor. to exhibit Film Strips for visual education and

*  *  *  also to do literacy and post-literucywork.

— R  M . C.

■t

t



Adult Education in the Indian Union
A N O T E  P R E S E N TE D  TO  T H E  M IN IS T R Y  O F  E D U C A T IO N , D E L H I.

The Indian Adult Education Association is When most of the products of the school were 
"lad to learn of the intention of the Indian absorbed in mainly routine administrative
Union Government and the Governments of positions — the need for providing follow-up

• the constituent States to pay greater attention self-educational agencies which would direct
I" Adult Education or Social Education. I t  is creative energy was not felt by the Education
a matter for thankfulness that a sum of money Department so given to routine, 
is to be made available for its promotion. Hut r • , . ,
there appears to be an element of impatience „ U\ saclal e la t io n ,  (1‘el'e 18 '"voluntary 
arid an inclination to under estimate the com- Pavtta ion of the adults towards its Centres
plenties involved in the enterprise of adult and s?hera ° / There is need for a -
! donation. In a colossal venture of this Department of Social Education to persuade
n:\ture, any hasty action without adequate pre- ef ° COn.le a,.K 0 continue to come, l he
paration is sure to lead to avoidable waste of « ,ft of rouslnS mter.est :,nd su8ta,'»ln*  it is of 
money and to abuse. It is also likely to limit *he, Very esse"ce of educatl0,\  1 his
achievement unnecessarily and thus bring the < c. imque can never be forged properly by a
movement into disrepute. This has happened , <IW1 me"r w I1C I ias traditron of authori-
repcatedly in the past when some of the Local enan exc usiveness. io  retain at social 
Hodies and Provincial Governments have education Centres a clientele drawn largely
indulged in sporadic activity in the field of the lower intellectual strata of society, a
Adult Education even though generally it was teaching and an atmosphere
(mercifully) on a scale all too small. ^ al!y different from that of elementary andsecondary schools is needed. These cannot be 

This Association aims at the promotion of developed either h\; immature students just emerg-
Adnlt Education of which Social Education is ing from schools and colleges set to work at such
an integral part. Its Executive desires to centres, much less by teachers in elementary and
< mpha«ise that the failure of past attempts has secondary schools who are induced to divert an
been due largely to : extra hour of their free time to social education for

(1) a lack of attention to the adequacy of a small monetary consideration. As the occupa-
teaching personnel in quality and tion of most of the customers in social educa-
quaritity; tion centres will be manual, vocational and

(2) absence of provision for follow-up work in^ ia,> « fi;ee library ferviee for follow-up
at the self-educational level ; and self-education is essential Failure to make

/0, , , . „ . , adequate provision for tins will lead to a
(o) entrusting of the work of promotion and colossal waste of the formal effort made at 

direction to an already overburdened adult schools and social education centres. U
agency with an agency whose outlook
was shaped by work with immature How are these difficulties to be solved? 
children and pliable youth through Statesmanship demands that the organisation 
more or less formal education. f° r the spread of social education if it is to

T i . , , , .. . become self-propagative should set out definite-in elementary and secondary education in i,, „ ,i rPl ir „„ (■ ly to overcome them. The make up ol adultIndia narrow family ambition has been the ort.mntio., m. i i vr i . „„ ,„i ; i i . , , education is like a chameleon. Now it appears<n'ininant force which has sent children to „„ „n a . ..r, .. i r . 4 .. t -i- as all-round social education, a little later itvchool. It  is a statistical fact that the famines u,„ldonl„ -a. . . .  • . ,• - i  ,, ■ , . . - ■ , , , , ... suddenly changes into mere liquidation of; the ower strata devout of such ambition \ , ,. i ■ i ■ . . .  illiteracy. Again in response to the demandsh ive not been influenced in any appreciable „ r , , k .;„„i • ■ •, , i w,> ., ,,  , , , Vx, 1 1 , or political exigencies it takes on a differenti by the Department of Education to » ,i ,i - i ii . i  , I ;1,i . , , - . ,, complexion. All this has been causing consi-‘tin their ctnklren to school. When Intel ec- ,i,... Li, c ■ , , .i | |  , , i . , , i , derable contusion not only to the average
7  ' i ’1 Id le'in l'!' ' T '  citizens |j|)t ftIso ff) those who in &

h® 1* Ohi, 7  VR payr T T  f  r *  enterprise of self-education,to the teaching technique. Indeed there has
la r. I ardiy any experiment in education worth In these circumstance-:, this Association 
in' ntioning apart from stray private projects urges on the Hon’blc U ic  Minister for Ikluca- 
and the rather half-hearted undertakings in tion the following procedure for consideration 
.n-rivny education on the part of the (State, and adoption



That an Indian Union Board for Adult to red-tape. The Association suggests that 
Education (which includes Social Education the Indian Union Board may consist of the 
be constituted to draw up a Development Plan) Hordble Minister for Education of the Union 
which would suggest practicable ways of meet- Government as its President and 15 members 
i„g ; to be nominated by him from among the names

put up by the Governments of the constituent 
/ (a) the exigencies of finance States and from among the Adult Education

interests of an All India Status. The Minister 
(b) the training and building up of compe- should also make adequate provision for an 

tent teachers, organizers and oilier effective Secretariat for the Indian Union 
grades of workers needed. Board

It should pay particular attention to There are three poillts which the Associu-
(1) The production and use of necessary tiondesirestoem phasiseinconclusion:-

reading and kindred materials to make (Q The existing organisations for adult 
the work of social education enduring. education should be given greater

(2) Making concrete suggestions applicable help till such time as the development
to both town and rural conditions for the plan is put into operation ;
use of audio-visual materials as edu- (2) The enorraoug amount 0f additional 
ational means , work involved* in the promotion of

(3) The promotion of State Boards of Social social education on a vast scale can
Education in the Constituent States not be taken up by the Departments
to implement the development plan of Public Insti uction as an appendix
during the first 5 to 7 years ; as it were, to the work already on hand

by the Departments of Education, nor 
(f) J.he Indian Union Boards should co- should it be entrusted to bodies invol-

ordinate aud (where mutually agree- ved jn or ai)ie(j -with political works ;
able) supplement the work of the vari­
ous State Boards ; and (3) When additional staff is necessary, it

will be an advantage to set up an indo- 
(5) Directing the Hoard of the Indian pendent organisation with a fresh out

Union to so develop the whole organ i- look 0f its ow!1 instead of expanding
sation ns to create well-seasoned De- the existing organisation designed for
partments of Social Education, ( mde- other purposes, and which perhaps
pendent of and co-ordinate with the tends to become unwieldy, thus jeoper-
Umvers.ties) engaged in higher educa- dising the development of a living tra-
tion on the one side and the Departments dition in regard to Social Education,
of Public instruction engaged in e!e- 0lie of the duties of the Indian Union
mentary, continuation and secondary Board should be to form and foster such
education an tlie otnci. organisation.

he early formative years, the Boards of Respectfully submitted.
^Social Education must be allowed greater nu-
t.iative than the older Departments of the IllE INDIAN Adclt Education
Government and should not be rigidly subjected A s s o c ia t io n

H  \

The foundation of every state is the education of its youth --  Diogenes.
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Russia Goes to School ’
By

M A N M O H A N  IS A  DASS, M . A.
Lecturer, Baring Union Christian College, Batala.

I t  is refreshing to read a book about any Within a couple of years the position changed,
thing Russian which steers clear of all the the emphasis now being laid on the importance
current polemics connected with Communism of the individual and the possibilities for 
and Communist planning. The author of greatness in the ordinary man. In 1932 the 
‘ Russia goes to School7 manages this with Project Plan and the Dalton Plan with some 
great success by adhering strictly to what she others which had been adopted with great 
sets forth in the introduction as her aim in fervour, were rejected wholesale. Examinations 
writing the book. She aims at describing and were reintroduced and political supervision of 
not at interpreting or discussing the facts educational institutions was abolished. In 
about the system of education prevalent in 1937, Polytechnical education in schools which 
Russia and the educational schemes which was first considered an important part of Soviet 
have been launched, completed or abandoned education, was abandoned. The creation of 
in the Post-Revolutionary period in that Labour reserves and introduction of fees in 
country. As the very nature of this purpose certain stages in 1940, and the partial rejection 
makes it inevitable the book tends to flag at of coeducation in 1943, astounded the world for 
times, and deteriorate into an arid description a while though to the Soviet Education nutlio- 
of facts crowded together, yet not infrequently rities these were the inescapable and perfectly 
the writer redeems the situation by interspers- logical consequences of the changed circums- 
ing the factual matter with her personal tances. It  is interesting to know ttie arguments 
experiences in educational institutions in which Russian educationists give to justify 
Russia and other countries. this nebulous state of affairs, and more so

T'^T jn  . mrpvAT , o tt i vr haj a 1 a iji when they are given in a lucid, matter-of-factE D U C A T IO N  AS H A N D M A ID  O F  way with' out * jy Russo_phobjac a)ams and
T H E  S T A IE . belated misinterpretations.

Education in Russia is considered as a A S S O C IA T IN G  P U B L IC  O P IN IO N  
handmaiden of the State to be uied freely and , , . .
and sometimes ‘ mercilessly7 to augment the , ,e r   ̂ caJ an . constant changes in the 
particular ideology which the state patronises, planning of education in Russia might have 
Beatrice King passes over this fundamental e.asI ^ f®nt themselves to sinister mterpreta- 
though highly questionable postulate of Com- Bons, it it were not for the fact that the 
munist education without a remark, plunging Russian Authorities in bunging about the 
directly into the principles and purposes which smallest change, sought the cooperation and 
govern the state-planning of education in advice of the public. All possib'a manuries 
Russia. The strongest principle which deter- “ cl“dl“6 those of propaganda hrough the 
mines all planning of Russian education is Press and the Radio, were topped to inculcate 
that there is no eternal principle in education. «* ^ e,. Publlc »“ ,interest tbe educational 
The organization and schemes of education institutions and schemes. The State. Planniug 
must change with the changing economic, poli- Commission oi Losplan has its department 
tical and social conditions of the country, for . jUC .on and culture. A statement about
the educational principles, the Russians believe, educational requirements and difficulties 
are nothing more than “ the technique of the is sent by institutions in small localities to its 
organization of education and the methods and superior authorities which send them to the 
the approach to education iu any given set of ^osplan ot the Union Republics. The Gos- 
circumstances.77 W ith this flexibility of plan of thc lie Publ>cs study and collate these 
principles, the educational plans in Russia have statements and send a report to the All-Union  
passed through several, sometimes strikingly Gosplan. A development plan then emerges 
antithetical phases, especially in the period r̂ora *be ^ cntre taking into consideration the 
immediately following the Revolution, The minutest details of the reports of the sub- 
Russian educationists in the beginning empha- ordinate Authorities and correlating all aspects 
lised the overwhelming importance of the education, accomodation, equipment and

Community and community-action, not hesitat- staffing, f or a period of five years which is
lug even at bringing out an artificial antagon- '  * » Russia goe school ""by BeatfaTKins.A New ' 
iiut between the Community and the individual. Education Boo Club publication, London



itself divided for individual units. Different Lunch and free. time. 12-30—2 p.m.
administrative bodies are responsible for diffe- Lessons. 2—3-50 p.m.
rent types of education. The Ministry of General or group roll 
Education is responsible jov  the supervision call and free time. 3 -5 0 -4 -3 0  p.m. 
and administration of all general education n u , . . . . .
including primary and secondary schools, 11 tura activities. 4-30 6 p.m. 
teacher-training1 schools, education bureaux, Homework. 6— 7-30 p.m.
education laboratories, research institutes and Supper and free time. 7-30—8-30 p.m. 
general adult education. ft was in 1946 uv • . .
that the Committee for Higher Education E! “ .:" PocU ’ PerS° ' q on in
attached to the Council of Ministers was needs' 8 -3 0 -1 0  p.m.
replaced by a Union Ministry for Higher „ r , , T, Trvr~ pm-
Education responsible for the Universities and P L A N N IN G  A N E W  S P IR IT

f? some important single-faculty institutions. There are certain aspects of educational 
The tendency in the organization of educa- planning in Russia which will be of particular 
lion in Russia is towards ramification of interest to Indian readers. The first and 
departments, each department working alone the most striking is the elaborate character 
and in connection with others like a highly of educational planning and thoroughness 
efficient machine. of execution. India vaguely though enthusi-

D b s C IP L IN E  astically bracing itself to the democratic ideals
The ideas of discipline in the educational chalkbm ''on.Scheie! ™?fer£nf  * and

institutions in Russia are the same as in other schemed unlike tlm«e in R * -U°a IOn |hese 
advanced countries, though the methods of !  Ru.ssia’ reach the
enforcing them are much more elaborate, strict dirnr to Beatrice K ino^t?  ^  executlon’ ^ccor- 
and sometimes ruthless. The school, the home eduldonal X n S w k  w w x s o i  Soviet 
and the society strive together for the realiza- I  l s  S  L
tionof these ideals in the daily life of the who have I Z  l ’ anew sP,rlt which all
students. In 1946 the City of Moscow « C0„Jize - / n!  C0mm0" ?eop'e 
Education Authority introduced school record Western pattern is capable of c S f n g l u c h  a 
books prefaced by a list of duties for the new spirit is a moot point. &
pupils some of which are :

. 150 N A T IO N A L IT IE S
(1) To keep l„s record book clean and tidy Another important characteristic of Soviet

u utim is °d pei-son *  ^  ^  ^  C,081 - r e s p o n d e n t  of Xr-A r  I u . , cation W.th the realities of daily life. This
(2) l o  have the book with him at school is totally lacking in India where education

and to present it when requested to is supposed to be and often is something apart 
the teacher, Head or any other person from life, divorced from an understanding of 
connected with the school. the daily difficulties of life. The Russian

(3) Every Saturday the book must be educationist also had to face the language pro-
shown to his parents who will duly hlem whmh was much more complex than that 
sign it as having been read, after acetl by their Indian counterpart. “There are 
which the book must be banded to some.lung like one hundred and fifty nationa-
the responsible class teacher. lltIes, 1,1 U.S.S.R. speaking an even greater

School discipline in Russia is as strict as lities had no w r it tS ralphabeVprffir ^ f r i ) T f

»  is i s t  * 2
given below, followed in Trade School No. 22 language”5 Some fifty ,1 T t ' * °W"

wil1 give an idea of R“  Tdy  byP 1 e- f,nd the respective nationalities were taught in
Rising. 6-30 a.m. die*r 0,Wn languages.
Making beds, physical , Russia Goes To School’ which is meant to

exercises, etc. 6-30—7-30 a.m. De a 8 ul« e to Soviet education, is a guide to
Breakfast &  free time. 7 -3 0 -8 -3 0  a.m, plan'ung iu education. I t  enables
Lessons including 20 the ,

minutes rest. 6 (W 0 a m -1 2 -3 0  p.m_  K T p e, t e = S ,

RUSSIA GOES TO SCHOOL 5



Social Education in Central Provinces and Berar5 r
B y

S H R I A. R. D E S H P A N D E , B. A , LL . B„
Deputy Director of Public Instruction, C. P. &  Berar

1. IN T R O D U C T O R Y . The objectives of social education may be
Prior to the introduction of the Social stated thus - 

Education Scheme in the Central Provinces (,,) t () acquaint the people with the ever-
anil Berar, Adult Education, as it was then changing currents in the social, econo-
understood, was confined to 31 adult classes mic an(| political life, and to instil in
which were attached to District Council them a faith in themselves and in the
Schools. Each adult class used to get an future of the country ;
annual Government grant of Rs. 40/- of which (b) t j spire them to take a living interest 
Rs .3 . '/ -were paid to the teacher as remunera- in ^  affilirs of the State and i t P
t,on, and the balance of Rs. 0/- was to be spen programme of development, and in
on contingencies lucre was no prescribed Ihemany problems of social recons-
syilabu.s and the teaching was confined to truction •
instruction of a formal nature confined to ’ .
reading and writing and some general know- (c) to make them understand the signi-
!ed'Te. f or the further education of the adults, finance of the period of transition and
a n " effort was made to establish village its dangers, and to train them to
public and circulating libraries, but the number organise and to combat anti-social
did not rise to more than 135. There were no activities ;
properly organized social services. However, (d) to teach them to live happily in peace 
groups of students from high schools and with other neighbours, and to unite
colleges were undertaking social service in the against elements which tend to disin-
ncignbourhood of their institutions. tegrate social life ;

2. FR O M  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  (e) to educate them to live a healthy life;
T O  S O C IA L  E D U C A T IO N . to keep homes and surroundings clean

r,., r i i i , . c. and to make social life useful and1 lie pace ot development was slow. After rm’ov-ible •
Independence, there was a new urge. As the injoja c.,
the llnn’ble Pandit D. P. Mishra put it, “Every 0 •" fa in  them to organise the economic
ignorant. :md illiterate person was a danger in an  ̂ sofaa  ̂ life on a co-operative basis
a dynamic and democratic society”. Large ;,,n<! *"° ' n them in a practical way
scale measures where, therefore, necessary to their responsibilities for social and
combat illiteracy within a reasonable time. A national security ; and
S< hemp of Social Education was then pre- (g) to organise campaigns to eradicate illi- 
pai'pd as an important part of the programme teracy among the masses as expedi- '
ol Post-War Reconstruction. The old concept tiously as possible,
of Adult Education was enlarged into Social . n P C A N n Q A T rn w  a w h
Education. As a matter of fact, it had by 1
that time become evident to all educationists x  ̂  ̂ *
that adult education was incomplete without (a) It is not possible to state here all the 
«lu ata ri for HtiV.ensliip, enlightenment and details of the social education scheme
ood liv ing J bis fullcty concept, of Adult launched by Government of Central

Education, which meant training men to live Provinces and Berar. Copies of the
: <• 1 i111 y and effectively in a good State, was in scheme can be secured from the Direo-
'ib iam - education for democracy, and deser- tor of Public Instruction, Central Pro­

ved the name ‘ Social Education”. vinces and Berar, Nagpur. The
O B J E C T IV E S  ' Hon’ble Minister for Development is

. . ,, , ‘ ' ' in charge of Social Education, but the
■ocmI 'ducatiun properly conceived has administration and implementation of

law inqm! .-"it aspects, viz., the scheme is entrusted to the odtica-
fi) I1.duration Jor citizenship or social tion Department.

. * A report presented fo the Sixth All India Adult
Lit Education lor enlightenment and living Education Conference, at Mysore.



(b) There is a Provincial Advisory Board the programme evolved at the Pro­
of Social Education. It  has to advise vincial Centre. The Central Provinces
Government on all matters of planning and Berar are divided into 8 divisions
and campaigning of Social Education. for the purpose of educational admiois-
This is called the Direction Centre. tration. Each division is under the
There are two permanent expert com- charge of a Divisional Superintendent
mittecs, one for “ Education for Citi- of Education who in addition to his
zenship ”, and another for “ Education normal duties also supervises the
for Enlightenment”. These committees Social Education work in his division,
advise the Provincial Board in matters ^  , . . , , -rx- . • ^
relating to general policy, and the (»> ^ iich d,strl<* ,s ™ charge of a District . 
Education Department in matters of Inspector of Schools who is assisted
its implementation. They are stvled l)-v 5 ' Assi8tant Dlstnct Inspectors
as the Nerve Centre. The adminis- according to the requirement of lus
trative centre consists of two sections; distnct. With the addition of Sopial
one devoted to general administrative Education work the District Inspecto-
problems concerned with the pro- rate has been strengthened by adding
gramme of education and creation and °n® Addltl0“a Dlst(r,ct Inspector of
provision of materials necessary for it, Sc 100 s ana two Assistant District
and the other deals with matters relating Inspectors!°* , v,°°. s tc! <1?C1 district,
to educational publicity, propaganda, Though the Additional District Ins-
oral and visual education. The crea- kector of Sch?°'s ls ln c!iarg«
tive centre consists of a section for of carrying out Social Education work
production of literature and an art and ,n >‘ls d!sttr!c,t> th« whole Inspectorate
statistical section. In due course, a of the dlftrlct work® a8 on? umt’ and
section for production of films, will be 18 “  such> responsible for the progress
established under the creative centre. a. snccess of the scheme. The addi­

tional strength given to the district 
(c) There are three executive centres viz., inspectorate consists of 22 Additional

the Provincial, the Divisional and the District Inspectors of Schools and 44
District Centres. The Provincial Assistant District Inspectors of Sclioo-
Centre will have four mobile units Is. Each district is to be provided
each in charge of a trained F  ield with one bus fitted with projectors,
Worker. The Field Workers have epidiascopes and other instruments of
been appointed and one mobile unit audio visual education,
has been supplied to them. Three _ _ .
more units will be supplied to them E A U N C H IN G  Ok JLHE S C H E M E
in due course The mobile unit has (i) The scheme was launched in the early 
a bus fitted with a projector, a gene-
rator, an epidiascope, public address liart ^ * s yea? by constituting the
system, etc. It is being sent for opera- Provisional Advisory Board and the
tion in the field in the areas where it committees for education for enlighten-
is most needed. The Divisional ment and for citizenship. These
Centres at the four Divisional Head- committees met in February 1948, and
quarters are to be in charge of Divi- examined the scheme of Social Educa-
sional Organisers. These have not yet f*on> aiid approved a syllabus for the
been appointed, and action is under first stage of Social Education. 1 he
consideration, Each Divisional Centre recommendations of the committees
will establish community homes for were then placed before the Provincial
culture, run circulating libraries, open Advisory Board, which met in March
museums and art galleries for Social 1948.
Education. Such Divisional Centres (ii) Amongst the many important recom-
will also form dramatic clubs, Bhajan mendations made by these committees
and Ivirtan Mandats and organise on]y a few Clin recorded here
sports and other types of recreational They are :—
activities of educative value.

la) that for the purpose of the scheme 
(dj The District Centres are the backbone a person between the ages of 11 to In

of the Social Education Scheme in as whose educational qualifications were
much as they are actually carrying out not equal to the Primary Certificate
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Examination standard, was to be re- Every group of volunteers also included some
garded as an illiterate; teacher-students of the Nomal Schools, the |
(b) that it was advisable to conscript Diploma Training Institutes and the Training
teachers, students and Government College. With their help, an untrained
servants for the work of Social student-volunteer could equip himselt with the
Education • technique necessary for imparting social edu-

/j-. cation to the adult illiterates,fd; that it was very necessary to produce
literature for adults. 9. D U R A T IO N  O F  T H E  CAMPS.

6. STAR T O F T H E  C A M P A IG N . The camps lasted for 5 to 6 weeks i, e. till
r„ __________ •*. „ ___ . middle of June 1948. As the monsoon startedIn consultation witli liig two expert com- . , >  / » ,  i r t • > l *1 i... .. i i j  i i , n m the first week of June, it was not possiblemittees, it was decided to take advantage ot , , £ , \  1., .. r m in i i T „ to plan camps ot longer duration,the summer vacation ot 194b by making a 1 1

plan for organising summer camps of volun- 10. A T T E N D A N C E  O F  A D U LTS
teers at three or four villages in each of the , .  ̂ , c c , , 1
96 tahsils comprised within the 22 districts of W  The Distric Inspector of Schools and 
Central Provinces and Kerar. An appeal to his assistants had, with the help ot the .
teachers and students of educational institu- leading persons m le vi age., o n
tions to mobilise for war against ignorance and Social Education Committees, in the
to make the country safe through education, vjll?8e8 wher,e C:̂ P S wf rct ProPos.Pcl
was issued by the Hon'ble Pandit Mishra. In t0 b<L rl,e voll'" teerS,, als0*
response to his appeal. 13,328. volunteers took Prabhat Phenes in the villages.

■ offered their services. O f this number, 7,377 There was an enthusiastic response
volunteers including 1,901 women were utilized rom t e vi ageis. >e -'t u s a <n(
for 451 camps opened throughout the provinces, 1P 1 ■li"',es ,lC 0 JR I ''1 1  1 separate groups, ihere was the group

7. L O C A T IO N  O F  T H E  CAMPS. of adults who had attended school in
rn • j  . no • *. their childhood for one or two yearsThese camps were organized at 22 district ;md had then left ih They had by

headquarter towns, 74 tab« towns and 355 t)mt tjmfi a]most re,apsed into illiteracy.
selected villages The travelling expenses of auother group, who had just
the volunteers to the respective camps and , , , i t u  u *i J i l l - '  a rudimentary knowledge of alphabetthe expenses ot their board and lodging, were , , /, - h ‘ ,TI, y r, . i . but knew nothing more, and there wasborne by Government. Every volunteer was " , , A, ,  r , i . the group of completely illiterate andgiven third class railway fare, or actual bus . b ' 1 „„ . j. r , ) - j  • ignorant persons, these groups hadfare. .Arrangements, tor lodging were made m A  , . , 1 rPiB ■ ,] to be tackled m different ways. 1 heschool buildings. A common mess was opened J i in i a „  „r , ,6 rpi * persons who could read and write afor the volunteers m every camp. ih e  esti- }..., , f . . j, i ' . i  „ little were grouped tor intensive andmate of expenses per volunteer for mess was . . , rJ, ,; 1 , quick work, t hose who were com-

s ' bel pletely illiterate had to be taken up
a  T R A IN IN G  O F  V O L U N T E E R S .. slowly in a separate class.

As the camps were to start on 1-5-1948. (b) *n tl‘e. 461 wbere Camf  '7e\e
when the summer vacation of schools and Ruictmnmg, 4,838 classes of which
colleges began, there was hardly any time for ] ’67f  were for women adults, were
organizing regular training courses for such conduc ed The total enrolment of
large numbers of volunteers. A “ Guide to ^  T°RRM7
>8.1 miner Camps”, and a pamphlet styled 1>U ’0(,°, ( 78'4<6 raen and 88’58^
“ How to treat and teach adult illiterates ”  W’omen
was, however, prepared. Those provided ele- I f .  IN T E N S IV E  W O R K
mentary instructions for social education work A a > , l • ,i „ ;u „• -n on - i As the volunteers camped in the villages .in the villages, xhese were supplemented by . u  A ■ 1 • i n4 t m chosen, they could do intensive work. Groupsfurther training in camps. A group of JO to r i J . , , . f ,, , ,| ........ ..  . , t t- , e ' -in of adult illiterates could be followed outsidelo  volunteers was sent to each camp, they , , , , 0 .i i ,11U|„„ r c r 3 the regular e ass hours also, borne volunteersworked under the direction ot an organiser, , f  , , , . , , , ,,L. , „ „„„,i p 11 . ■ j f ,  . went from house to house to teach the adults,who was a!> experienced, tully trained teacher. ,i t u -in  i. nb or the women adult illiterates, the women-

The orgfini-cr v/as to conduct seminars every volunteers had to hold classes in the noon, as
day to plan for <he day's work, and to impart they were reluctant to come to the regular
training on the spot for its efficient execution night class in the school compound.
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. 12. A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  C E R T IF IC A T E  (i) Monsoon conrse-From first July to
E X A M IN A T IO N  30th November.

l„.._ j „ . ,, • , . ,v  , 00 Winter course—From 1st December toit was largei) due to the intensive efforts 30th April
of the volunteers (hat 51,045 men and 25,356 0
women offered themselves for the exami- ln' C0U1'se From 1st May to
nation held at the close of the camps. These *°th June.
examinations were conducted by District (bl Those who failed to pass the exami-
Inspeetors, and their Assistants and by Head- nation at the close of the summer
masters of High Schools. The results showed camps, in 1948, were admitted to the

' l f~\ t !iU T1 ,m • women were monsoon course. The monsoon cour-snceessful at the exammation. ses could not, however, be conducted
13. E X P E N D IT U R E  ^  tl,e 8a,,,ct;on n '1'actctitional funds came late. On the 

The expenditure incurred on these camps Dashora Day, however, 3500 monsoon.
. was Rs. 3,24,542/-. Major items of expendi course classes were opened. The

ture were mess charges, lighting, kerosene, attendance of adult illiterates at these
books, slates, travelling allowance and enntin- monsoon classes is near about 60,000.
gencies. Figures have not yet been compiled

and may perhaps reveal a larger atten-
14. F O L L O W -U P  W O R K  FO R  T H O S E  dance. The examinations were held
W H O  PASSED T H E  E X A M IN A T IO N  tllP first fortnight of December.

Reports of the examinations are reach-
With a view to prevent the adult illiterates lag. and will soon be compiled,

who had passed the examination from relapsing xtTW W i k t v d  e n i m e r
into illiteracy, and in order to keep the ideas , 10> 1 H E  ' V 1NTER BOURSE
imparted by social education alive in their The target for the winter course is to open 
minds, a programme of follow-np work was 9°cial education classes at each of the 5.000 
chalked out. Organizers of each camp ex- villages where, there are schools of some sort, 
plained the follow-up work to the social Under the expansion plan, remuneration of 
education committee of the village. The Rs- 5/- P- n> for each of the two full term 
literate amongst the villagers were to write courses of live months, and reward of Rs, 21- 
wall news and to conduct reading clubs. l>er male and Rs. 5/- per female illiterate who 
Every adult was expected to write at least one Passes the examination, is to be <uven to even- 
post card a month. At the time of festivals, teacher who conducts a class” of 20 adult 
bhajan, kn tans and sports were to be arranged illiterates with an average attendenee of In  
to keep the group together, and to keep their There are 1 5,000 teachers in Central Province 
interest| alive m the education acquired by !l.nd perai\ I t  is expected that a majority of 
them. Reports indicate that such follow-np W ™  will undertake the work. Sufficient 
work is not being neglected in the villages nuances have now been provided for this 
where camps were opened. purpose.
15. C O N T IN U A T IO N  A N D  E X P A N S IO N  17, PRO P° S A L  FO R  W O R K  IN

f l a n . f u t u r e  y e a r s .
(a) The original scheme was outlined with illitcriov'i« ,?np?, "'S P'e aU°liti°n of

caution with the apprehension that ment L “  S 51 t <;On^craUon of Govern-
there might not be good response from for tj,e establishment' n ° Vldf'S
adult illiterates. The experience of for follow-nn of i cu<r,d:llmK libraries 
the summer camps, however, showed village |, " 'C' ? eduratlon work at. each
that there was a big response from C L  n  I  , M  °"L / a T  tht8e 
adult illiterates, both men and women, ment. ' It"  inch.des , Z “ l to
The tide of enthusiasm had to be existing libraries for opening reading rJoros tor 

. immediately harnessed. It  was, there- the adults who have received social education 
fore, decided to increase the depart- 7 r , ^ c a t io n ,
mental activities for the spread of JxALlCb i'O Iv  h i ,H A L  AREAS,
social education. A year of depart- Government 1ms sanctioned the purchase 
mental activities was divided into of 1,000 radios for allotment t,o villages! 
three periods as u n d e r A r r a n g e m e n t s  for their purchaio are n«i\rl>
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complete, and by the beginning of the year Arrangements have also been made to meet 
1949, these will be installed in villages. A the demand for slates by placing orders with the f  
committee of experts has drawn up a plan for big manufacturers, 
the maintenance and servicing of these radios.
Arrangements for broad-casts suited for rural 22. A U D IO -V IS U A L  E D U C A T IO N , 
areas are to be made in consulation with All
India Radio, Nagpur. The scheme contemplates providing a

19. P R O D U C T IO N  O F L IT E R A T U R E  specially built motor van for each district.
^ This van is to be fitted with a lb  mm. pro-

(i) The section for production of literature jector, an epidiascope, a gramophone, a radio, a
has begun publishing a fort-nightly film Strip projector and a complete public 
journal named “ Prakash ”  from the address system. 20 chassis have already been 
2nd October 1948. It is issued in purchased and a pilot model has been con- 
Hindi and Marathi, the two languages structed Each district is expected to get its 
of the province. The section is plann- van within the next 3 months. Production of 
ing publication of booklets for social films has not, however, been taken up. It is 
education, and they will become avail- proposed to meet the initial requirements by 
able within a couple of months. purchasing such educational films as are

(ii) In response to the appeal to literary available, 
societies and literary men and women
of the country issued by the Hon’ble 23. E X P A N S IO N  OP" AG ENC IES.
Pandit D. P. Misbra, calling upon them
to produce literature for Social Educa- Hardly nine months have elapsed since the 
tion, several books and pamphlets scheme of social education was started in 
have been received for consideration. Central Provinces and Berar. I t  is too early 
The section for production of literature yet to assess its results. The first year's 
has scrutinised these pamphlets and activities were more in the direction of setting 
recommended for publication and up the administrative machinery. Framing 
patronage such of them as were found rules and instructions, providing checks and 
suitable. controls and training of the personnel took

90. ART, P U B L IC IT Y  A N D S T A T IS T IC S  considerable time A training course for the 
“ • r t i i i ,  o W iT rn xrt; administrative officers was recently held at

® A ‘ Nagpur. The District Inspectors of Schools
The Chief Artist and the Assistant Artist and the Additional District Inspectors of 

prepare illustrations for the fortnightly magazine Schools, are now holding training courses for 
“ Prakash ”  and for the pamphlets. They their subordinate staff and for the social educa- 
have also produced several posters for tion workers. In addition to the part time 
propaganda. The Publicity Section provided workers, who are given remuneration of Rs. 5/- 
many news items and kept in touch with the p. m., Government have also sanctioned 
press and public opinion. The Statistician payment of Rs. 10/- p. m. as honorarium to 
who has been recently appointed is preparing 1,000 teachers in Panchayat towns who will 
pamphlets and bulletins on statistical informa- undertake the work of education for citizen- 
tion about the work of Social Education. ship. Such teachers have now begun work.

o n  o u t  v  m ?  i r i n ’ v m  a t  Government have also sanctioned employment
„ l, SU1 P LY  O I i l A i  . t x -  . of 1,000 whole time social education workers,

Securing of supplies of slates, books, lamps on a salary of Rs. 30/- plus Rs. 28/- compen-
and kerosene-oil for the adult classes is still satory Cost of Living Allowance per month for
presenting difficulties. Supply of kerosene has work in the villages. These are yet to be
now been arranged by obtaining an indepen- selected and appointed. The work will go
dent quota for special education classes, ahead with greater speed with their help.
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Vocational Training of Adults:
I. L. O. Monograph on Manpower Programme in U. S. A.

Experience has shown that " adult workers at describes briefly the training within industry pro- 
practically all ages desire and will utilise organised grammes for supervisory workers. In the sixth 
training in small doses. Such training must be chapter attention is directed to the training acti- 
specific, functional, efficient, readily available, and vines of trade unions, and the last notes the 
consetve the limited time of the individuals special provision made for or questions arising 
desiring i t '' points out a report entitled "  Voca- in the training of veterans, women and disabled 
tional Training of Adults in the United States" persons. A select bibliography is appended at 
just issued by the I. L. O. the end.

The report which is one of the series of The study points out that the greatest part 
monographs on vocational training and retraining of the training of workers in the United States is 
in diffeient countries forms part of a special pro- at present done by industry itself and within 
gramme of the I. L. O.'s work on manpower industrial plants. Some industries prefer to do 
problems designed to assist Governments, cm- their own training, others while doing their own 
ployers and trade unions in handling problems ot training in part also use the aid of Government 
vocational guidance and allied matters. Two training agencies, and still others utilise the faci- 
monographs concerning the United Kingdom and lilies of local vocational' schools for all forms 
Belgium have already been published. of training apart from the practical training given

Practically every country in the world has ^n ^1e 'tsc^‘ 
its own quota ot problems  ̂which may be grouped The Government training activities are de- 
under the omnibus term "manpower", and the signed to supplement the individual schemes of 
purpose of the I. C. O's manpower programme is industries and those of various trade unions. 
To distil world manpower experience and make Federal funds are provided for the promotion 
the gist ot it practically useful for handling nation- development of vocational education. The 
al problem sthe I. L. O. reports on the subject Government training agencies in their efforts to 
go to show that " manpower is the key to every provide industrial training for employed workers 
country's economic development" and trained and for those preparing to enter employment 
"manpower is the key to a rising standard of develop their programmes in co-operation with 
living and real economic wealth." the representative employers and trade union

The present monograph is divided into seven L iganisations ot each industry, 
chapters. The first sketches the development of India needs trained personnel for manning her 
training programme for adults up to the present, ambitious programmes of industrialisation. $us- 
with special emphasis on war experience of the tained improvement in the efficiency of her work­
training of adults, and concludes with a brief -ers is also an essential condition precedent to all 
overall picture of existing training activities. The successful effotts at increasing production. The 
second chapter describes training for adults under fullest utilisation of her manpower and that at its 
the Federal-State Vocational education programme, highest effiency can only be ensured by vocational 
Apprentice training is dealt with in the third education on an adequate scale. The experience 
chapter, while the fourth covers in-plant training of the United States will, therefore, be of parti- 
conducted by private undertakings and the fifth cular interest to India at the present moment.



P rob lem s o f A d u lt  E d u ca tio n  in  th e  D ese rt Land, i
BY

Dr. K . N. K IN I ,  M. A. (Hons.), A. M., Ph. D., Dip. in Edn. (Columbia),
Director of Public Instruction, Jodhpur.

1. Much of the land in Rnjputana to the ward desert-land too. People have been 
west of the Aravali hills is desert. The annual feeling that their social status in the new 
rainfall ranges from four to about sixteen society will not be enhanced and that their 
inches. Living is mostly on account of dry- children will not get social recognition in the 
farming crops and raising of cattle, camels, new age if they will be illiterate. They are also 
sheep and goats. Poverty is rampant. Water becoming cognisant of the fact that they are 
mellon often serves the people both as food unable to read newspapers at a time when 
and drinking water. Villages are highly great political, social and material changes are 
scattered and"lie far from one another. Most taking place in the land. Realising the need 
of them are thinly populated. Education was for disseminating education among the masses, 
neglected in former days when the administra- a benign cabinet formed entirely of Indians 
tion was in the hands of the British, who had recently sanctioned 100 primary schools while 
not much faith in educating the masses in our formerly only five or six schools would be 
country. Schools are, therefore, few and far sanctioned, and these schools have been distri- 
between. One may go forty to sixty miles on buted in the villages with the result that the 
, oad in Jodhpur State without meeting a village folk who had become despondent of 
primary school. An Inspector has to travel obtaining schools in the former days when the 
two or three days on camel in the sandy tracts administration was predominantly in the hands 
before reaching the school in the interior for of the British Officers, have found a new hope 
inspection. No wonder that the literacy is a and have mustered new courage. They feel 
bare four per cent and that one may meet that the present government has been trying to 
villages where there may not be a single soul uplift their condition and has been evincing 
who can read and write. In a village (Pal) sympathy towards them. With the starting of 
only seven miles from Jodhpur City, out of 1052 these 100 primary schools the distances be- 
persons, only 18 are literate (17 men and one tween schools have been bridged and have 
woman). Most people are in a state of blissful become much less. Children have begun to 

, ignorance. The Universal Declaration of swarm in these newly established schools. 
Human Rights adopted by the General Where it was thought there would be an enrol- 
Assembly of the United Nations has no mean- ment of 30 or 40 pupils, there have been 
ing to them. enrolments from 80 to 150. The adults who

c • ]  i send these children to schools also feel that■2. On the day of our independence, there should themgelve8 become literate and
were hardly twenty-rune adult classes in an thp£ to the adult educatio„ classes that have
nr-a ul th.rty-six thousand square miles, b a(illaI1 establUhed in larger numbers
niostlv desert-land. Primary schools were as . „ ,,a tu . rc ■ J , , i Ki c in the older and newer schools. ±tie teachersfew as 111 and the middle schools only 51, ot , > ___- . a  , ., . . , -  , , n , ,[ A-. who are newly appointed are being told thatwhich 4o and 10 respectively were in the City , , , , ■11 . , . ~ *» : . :
of Jodhpur. In the districts, therefore, there th,ey fsh°U,d e]vl"Ce. sPec,aI "'terest in adu 
were only ‘427 primary schools and 41 middle education and that they should start adult 
schools. " The teachers of adult education were classes‘ The Officers have put a
teachers in these primary and middle schools. " ew pl‘T d *  " 7 ,  M
Though an appeal lmd been made by the he f° ldel ^ ch ers  and prevailed upon them
Department of Education to non-teachers to to ®tart . adult , c asses' . Meanwhile the 
undertake this national task, their response scales ° , pay of the teachers have been in-
was nil. The patriotic fervour of the populace cre" ed» ralrlim”“  Pay. -°u pnma7  sch°o1 
had not been roused. The general public teachers being doubled which event has not a
therefore evinced little interest. Most of them lt;t t  °een ^sponsible for enthusing the
were even sceptic about the utility of adult teachers over their work. Ih e  appeals of the
education. Inspecting Officers have gone home to them.

The number of adult classes increased from 29 
Since August 1917, there is wide-spread to 420 in about a year. A  second batch of 100

national consciousness in India and this aware- primary schools have been sanctioned and they
ness has been slowly permeating in this back- are in the course of starting. The distances



between primary schools will become smaller teacher is paid Rs. 1/- extra for every adult 
still and the occasions lor teachers to pool made just literate. The second part consists
their experiences together and profit thereby of a months’ course where the adult is raised
will be more abundant. Numbers do count in to higher degree of literacy; and every success- 
heaitening one another in these desolate fill candidate brings one rupee extra retnuner- 
regions, for after all man is a gregarious being. ation to the teacher at the end of this second

4. The method employed in educating the Stage' 1)llri'>« the thre,e the adult
adults is adjusted to their propensities. It was ,s § lv.e,“ n ldiments , spcial studies ( History 
disclosed that “Bajan”, that is, singing of de- ?jld Geography ), the higher knowledge of
votional songs appealed most to them. These ,n<1 alK‘ Arithmetic, bocial education plays
songs are written on the black-board and the ? very important part at this stage. I he adult
adults are taught to read them They write l,els the importance of h> alth, sanitation and
them also. The classes have become more gT .  considerable knowledge of the social 
popular on account of this one innovation. a al,U, 'n environment. Ih e  successful
The lessons on literacy are interspersed with cant 1 a e at t le end of the third stage brings 
simple anecdotes from Mahabharata and Rama- \l remuneration of Rs. 3;- to the teacher. Thus 
yana and with readings of current events from 01 ev<jry liic‘lvic*nal made literate in a nine 
newspapers by the teachers. Social education mont lb course, the_ teacher gets an extra 
is encouraged. Local geography and history, remuneration ot Rs. 5.
health and sanitation, home-nursing and home- „ Ik • , , , , ,  ,
making, local administration and transport, , , , ls n0* casy, t(! l *le "Merest of
simple agiiculture and animal husbandry pro- 1 ,e adult continuously for 9 months in this
vide themes to make classes interesting. , esfP  ar< a’ sp?cla Jy whfcr1e tl?<- houses are“ highly scattered. A considerable number of

5. In many places teachers take the help adults fall oft at the end of the second stage
of their day-scholars in adult education work, and very few complete the third stage. How 
The staff of not only primary and middle but to hold the interest of the adults so that they 
also of high schools of late conduct these class- may finish the whole nine months’ course, 
es. i t  has been made obligatory on the part without which it is doubtful whether 
of the students of the I X  and higher classes they will be permanently literate, is a 
that they should make at least one adult literate problem which has been troubling me most, 
during the year. Though it cannot at present Every effort will be made to bring back all 
be said how far this circular has worked,-the such adults as have left at the end of the 3 and 
teachers have taken advantage of it and in- ft months’ courses to the adult' education class- 
dented upon the.help of some ofthe day-scholars es and ensure permanent literacy to them, 
in their work. While in August, 1947, there The inspecting Officers have been struggling 
were 480 adults in the 29 classes, in March hard to achieve this end.
1949, there were 5,912 adults in 420 classes.
During sowing and harvesting seasons the 8- Education of adult women is a most diffi- 
attendance gets thin ; because in the desert, problem in these regions where they are kept
there is only one crop and the agriculturists ,n seclusion by the purdah’ system. A  few
work in the field the whole day and are irre- women teachers have broken the ice starting 

* gular in attending night classes. For them, classes for adult women in  their respective 
this crop is the only means of subsistence areas, lliere are as few as 16 classes for
for the year and they cannot afford to lose it adult women with an enrolment of 105. Even
by any means. During summer, most of them >" tl>e cities and towns, it  is not very easy to 
have considerable leisure but a large number hold tiie interest of even ten women for a few 
of teachers leave their places for the vacation months. The girls’ schools have been per- 
and thus we are unable to utilise their leisure mitted to have adult women classes during 
for their education. Where teachers remain school time for a period a day or during leisure 
in their places during the summer, good adult time. In many cases the initial enthusiasm 
education work is going on. Some students has died down. I t  is intended to give a new
also conduct classes for adults on a voluntary blip to this aspect of adult literacy durum
basis. 1949-50. K

6. For an adult class, a teacher is paid 9. The prevailing difficulties of the food
Rs. 7/- p.m. inclusive of contingent expcndi- problem is not a little responsible for this fall
ture for a minimum enrolment ot 10. The n.g off of the numbers, especially amomr wonmn 
whole course is divided into three parts. Ih e  They openly say "Give ik  ,'liV f  , V ! (L ;  
lirst part consists of mere literacy and the and then ask u> to como to the closes; ° ^ a r e
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ready to learn provided you solve our food perennial rivtrs in the north. I  often dream 
problem'1'. The food problem is not in the what a blessing it would be if we could use 
hands of the educationists. It  is a difficult atomic energy to melt the ice on the Himalayas 
problem for the country as a whole. The and lead water through rivers and canals and 
women no doubt are most troubled and even even special conduits and irrigate the desert 
vexed over it, specially in the desert land at our will. What Bliagirath achieved in the 
where famine conditions prevail when rains past in bringing the Mother Ganga on to the 
fail as at present. The men have to bring plains may perhaps be repeated by the present 
drinking water from a distance of 16 to 20 day atomic scientists and engineers who may 
miles in leather bags on their camels and store be able to bring Ganges to these famine stri- 
it for a week. They have to get fodder for cken areas and be the harbingers of peace and 
their domestic animals at enormous trouble, plenty in the present famine stricken areas. 

Any amount of optimism does not help us in these The vast deserts can then be granaries for 
circumstances. Something should be done to the whole of India. Will some one attempt 
provide water to these vast desert tracts from this ?

A i r  W aves fo r  A d u l t  E d u c a tio n
B y

H A r o l d  G o l d s t e in

Radio Broadcasting is now twenty-eight concerned than other educational leaders
years old. Some say it is still young: those because an overwhelming proportion of air
who, for one reason or another, have been time is devoted to adult interests—or at least 
dissatisfied with radio and have consistently to what broadcasters conceive to be adult
objected to its programs, its ideas and its interests. For this reason, adult educators''
busiue.ss organization. Others say that radio have a big stake in radio today, a stake that 
is quite mature: these people point to the huge they must actively defend, 
audiences which gather day and night to listen
to the best entertainment in the world, etc. But So, in this twenty-eighth anniversary year, 
the fact that the industry has weathered let us look at what has been done with radio in * 
several storms—including one or two of hurri- education, by both educators and broadcasters, 
cane intensity—should set at ease even the since the industry has been on its feet, 
hardiest of the perennial critics; radio, here to
stay, will remain Until pushed off the airwaves Crossing the Great Divide
by television or some other multisensory form .• , ,,
of communication. f , W  K Mlucator* a 1 T "the land did their best to appraise and to try

The fact that for twenty-eight years we to get into the spirit of this new-fangled device k 
have had u medium of communication which which seemed about to revolutionize people’s 
now boasts some 66 million radio receivers in entertainment, sources of information and cul- 
37 million homes, and has as its dispersing tural values. Some of them—the more 
agents approximately 2,200 A M  broadcast farsighted and discerning— saw that mere 
stations and about 1.400 F M  stations should appraisal and talk about radio was not foing 
make adult educators stop and think of what to keep down the undesirable aspects or im- 
they have been doing with and about this prove their own abilities to use radio. In line 
powerful influence on our thinking, attitudes with the theory of learning by doi'im some 
and actions. Adult educators should be more educators at a number of state colleges and
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universities managed to procure enough funds Iloir to Get Back 
* and personnel to start and maintain stations . . .  c . . . . .  • ,

which are today independent of commercial Having found out that commercial stations
J e8 But—there are oidv 34 of these educa- could supply some of their needs, and that 
tienal stations today among 2,200 broadcast educational stations might have done so ,f they 
stations (A M ); and of these 34, nine have to M  been properly supported and run adult 
sell time in order-to make ends meet. There educators now have before them a double-lane 
were many more, or course ; but cut-throat highway to take them back into active, w.de- 
competition between educational and commer- spread use of radio. In one lane are the 
dal stations for listeners and program talent opportunities for educators to procure and 
was difficult for smaller stations to survive, and >' -U ™dio stations. There was room, . last July, according to Chairman Wayne Coytheir mortality rate was high. of the V o C , for some 800 FM  educational

, stations. He warned them that these openings
liurly iHsillusionmen wouldn’t be available long—if educators didn’t

W hy? I t  must have been pleasant for the act fllliekl.y to . . * *  therm they would go to ‘ .V i i k , commercial applicants He said, further, that
listener to avoid comineieia s < o , > this would probably be education’s last chance
and after Slid it must have been nice to f obt ininJ radio faci]ities. 
realize that he owed no one anything in the b
way of support (except his listening time) foi Educators, then.- have an opportunity to 
this or that program. • then too, there were take over part of the airwaves for their own 
some very good programs which appealed to a uses< While present commercial equipment is 
more mature America. But after a while. qldte expensive, it is of interest to note that 
those who listened to some of the non-commei- Syracuse University’s success with a low 
cial broadcasts began to wonder if it were power transmitter —two and one-half watts—  
worth while staying tuned to dry protessois, jla8 brought such facilities to the attention of 
twangy students, rather poor plays, and not- the FCC, as well as to other institutions which 
too-new news, when the big cotnineicia cannot afford high power stations, 
stations around the dial could furnish them
with Winchell, Town Meeting or Theatre Adult education might ask, however, why, 
Guild by a mere twist of the wrist. Probably, having come a long way from the troubles aud 
as a matter of fact, this is about the way the worries of broadcasting, with its attendant 
metamorphosis of the radio listeners proceed- responsibilities for maintaining audiences and
ed: first, gratitude for and wonderment at the supplying material, they should consider once
kind of piograms the non-commercials gave again the trials of entering the ‘'mike” side
him: then a feeling of boredom and disappoint- 0f radio ? What will such activity get them ?
rnent because of their lack of variety; finally, - .
intoxication through the dazzling offerings of Adult education takes place in situations
the commercial stations. involving adults of many backgrounds; and all

adults whether they want to or not, are faced
, . j  > r everv day with the necessity of finding outiNow, however, there is a good chance for . ; iW t  ev' ntg jn th(jjr dai,Y y j  and of * ki

now cycle to Start, involving the commerced decisi(ms baBed on this information. Adults 
stations as it once did the non-comme cial. are in t need of responsible information
1 ecause so many educational stations fall b 8erviceg Tvlnch interpret news and S 3  data the wayside ill the terrific competition for air . . T  , iauuai u.u.i
time and frequency allocations, and because in * ' 'st " ’ ^ 1 j* "" ‘auingful way. Radio
the fight for the listener the more elevated P ^ m s  sponsored by adult education could
levels of programming were ground down, the H,e .'l f: “ '‘P> ,u cessible and reliable source
Federal Communications Act of 1934-still in of such information. Followup material rang- 
eifect—stipulated that broadcast stations must complexity from simple question
devote a reasonable share of their time to pro- “ , * 'n  ( ^cussion to elaboiate study guides,
grams in the public interest. This public be used in connection with these
service requirement has been a shot in the arm ' *  ,UUs'
for educational broadcasting; stations by and Cooperation with Commercial Stations 
large have observed the letter—if not always l ws
the spirit—of the FCC ruling. It is the An alternative to the operation of rndio 
educators who have been heedless of this stations by adult educators, which will still
opportunity to exercise a greater influence in allow education to have a voice in broadcast
radio programming, arrangements, is possible through cooperation.

AIR WAVES FOR A)ULT EDUCATION 15



This is the second lane of the double highway can be said that not nearly enough of the 
referred to above. broadcasting facilities in operation are being

, ,  . „ , , , , . used—constantly and purposefully— to bring-
h rum their first broadcasts to present ones, adults more information, stimulation and

radio people have tried to make t ieir pingiams variety in their learning experiences. There
r<-pr<:SPnt what they thong it tiien aur tences .,re many examples of cooperation which can
wanted. lhe  point of importance for adult be p6inted to -a n d  some of these two-way
educators is that most broadcasters aie usual y arrangements are stable “oldsters” by now.
willing to listen to suggestions for programs The Rocky Mountain Radio Council, the
which might be broadcast to 61 a need. J he Winston-Salem Council, and others, show that
adult educator, of course, s ou -now je er cooperation between broadcasters and educa­
tion anyone else in his community what the tors can resu]t in many broadcast hours of
information and learning needs of ns studen s valuable radio programs. The surface of such
are; he theoretically, is in the best position to ,u) undertflk ing on a really large scale is hardly
make recommendations for radio programs of scratched. To be 8lire> there are problems of
the types best situated to the adu s o ic followups, of timing arrangements, and of
community. other administrative matters which are not

At the present time, there are places which to be dismissed lightly. But the satisfaction
use their local community stations successfully of adults which might be attained is well
in one educational venture or another; but it worth the trouble of the adjustments required.

News from  FA It and ME A i t —
The Orissa Government has begun work on a institutions. Speaking of the value of libraries in

scheme of Adult Education. The scheme which the work of educating the masses Dr. Khanna
will cost Rs. 5 lakhs, is being subsidized by the said, " There can be no better woik than the
Q ntre, setting up of libraries. It is one of the best

* * * methods of imparting education to the people. It
helps us in the developing of high thoughts"

The teachers and students o f  the local institu-
lions in Maniour have launched a district Literacy The Art Gallery consists of prints of paintings
Campaign. The task of chalking out plans and representing various schools of Art, like Ajanta,
collecting funds to implement them is being done Moghul, Persian, Bengal, Rajput, folk and the
by an Executive Committee of fifteen members. modern Art. In connection ^with Art Galleries

%  ̂ Dr. Khanna pointed out that "education is incom­
plete without a sense to appreciate art."

The Seminar on Indian Rural Education at *  *  *
New Delhi, is scheduled to meet from Nov. 2 , , ,
to Dec. 14. A Lake Success UNESCO announce- Classes of Social Education have been organized
ment says it will be organized by the Government marked success in the Railway areas of
of India on behalf of the UNESCO. Each Asian Badnera with equal opportunities for men and
Country will be represented by three representa- women. Out of the total 190 illiterate employees
lives. Other member states of the UNESCO will about 150 had been enrolled by May, 16. The
send one specialist each. The Seminar has on its cooperation rendered by the office-holders of the
agenda some important topics: methods of teacher- G. I. P. R y. Nazdoor Panchayat to the organizers
training, techniques of instruction, hygiene and ° ' these classes proved invaluable,
health, child-care and upkeep of the home. The Summer Adult Literacy Campaign in the

* * * Chhattisgarh ( C, P . ) villages have been crowned
In May Dr. K. C. Khanna, Director of Public ^ U ^ k a b l e  | !°T  ° f the V 'N f

Instruction! E. Punjab, performed the opening ^ T h e M f r ” completedl't
ceremony of the International Gallery and Library .l •' j .l X, A PC1 severance O
in the Kl.alsn High School. Kharar, 42 miles ‘ he ° r«c,n,ze s a,,c ‘h« ? rea enthusiasm shown
I êst o f Ambala on the Ambala-Nangal road In by the pe° ple contr,buted to success,
his inaugural address Dr. Khanna thanked Mr. * * *
M. 5 Randhawa, the Deputy Commissioner In an article in the Bharat Jyoti of 29th May. 
Ambala for the initiative in founding the two Homi J. ft. Taleyarkhan gives a critical appraisal
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$
of th e nett' T e n  Y e a i  P la n  w hich  ca m e into and the value of hygiene. The Committee also 
op era tion  in B o m b a y  last November. Some of runs papers in Marathi, Hindi, and Gujrati for 
the points made will be of interest to those the benefit of its students. At the instance of 
connected with this work in other provinces. Premier Kher the Committee has extended its 
The Literacy Campaign was started in Bombay work to people in certain jails, 
in 1989 with the formation of the Bombay Adult 
Education Committee. The initial difficulties
faced by the committee were of two types: the ANDHRA
rate of increase in the number of illiterates in the
age group 15 to 40 out-distanced for a certain The Government Training School for Adult 
period the rate of its elimination j the fact that no School Teachers, Guntur, was opened at Guntur 
less than six languages are spoken in Bombay on 5-5-49. It is located in the premises of the 
multiplied the already enormous work of the Hindu College High School in the heart of the 
Committee. The Literacy Campaign had to be town.
organized in all the six languages: Gujrati, The Staff consists of Sri R  V. Subba Rao 
Marathi, Hindi, Kanada, Telegu and Urdu. I he as Headmaster and Sri I. V. S. Piakasa Rao as 
Government agreed to bear hal ie tnancial Assistant. Forty candidates were admitted out
burden of the scheme : the rest was col ected of which the majority belong to Guntur town,
from the public. Most of the literacy classes
were held in the chawls or in the corridors of MASS EDUCATION IN BACKWARD
the premises where the workers stay, as the AREAS
workers, specially the women, were reluctant to vi \/ i i i tl ,L
leave thdr chawls. The literacy classes had a New York, Ju y 21-The way to win the 
duration of four months at the end of which the , Lold war a«?,nst Communism is to educate 
"students " had;to submit to a simple test after the masses of As,a' Afr,ca and Central America'
passing which they were considered literate. Dr. Frank C. Lauback, a well known missio-
This campaign which spread over a period of ten nary educationist, has reported to the Committee 

- - years succeeded in making over 130,000 men and for World Literacy of the Foreign Mission Con-
30,000 women able to read and write. The ference.
campaign was supplemented from time to time , ,
with social education camps for those who had Dr- Lauback has just returned from a tour in the 
already acquired the literacy certificates, and course. o t . wh,ch he conducted mass literacy 
training camps for the teachers. People's Com- campaigns m several countries, including India, 
mittees were formed to help the Literacy Officers Pakistan and Australia. He claims in some cases 
in the work of supervision. ^  aave taught illiterates to read in one week.

Another Ten Year Literacy plan on the S l S S l I S
pattern of the previous plan was star ed in p resjdent Truman's ' PointFour' into fu„
November last year. It aims at making iterate The y SA should provide its treniendous techn “ j
m the next ten years Bombay s ten lakh illiterates. knowledge and aj[ the material help it can give
iE n  haPse^ n lifi8(f jnl d in thlC W°[klnS ° f ! t e firSt for the benefit the backward areas, a n d -  dan T h e d t.k d ^ w  implementation of the new most jmportarn_ this should be done withoutplan, I he city is divided into eight admmistra- anv ctrin* m i
tive units stretching from Coiaba to Mahim and economic motives" aUached or anV selfish 
from W o.li to Mazagaon. Each unit has an
Assistant Literacy Officer. Social education is an Speaking of his impressions during the tour, 
important part of the Committee’s plan. The he said the Indian and Pakistan Governments
students are given lectures on the importance had' let their people vote before they could
of the right of franchise, their civic responsibilities read"—-PTI.
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Editauat Mates
IM PORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Our renders w ill be glad to know that we would like to pay a tribute to M r. V. S* 
p r. W .M . Ryburn. who is oue of the Advisory Mathur of the Delhi Municipal Committee, at 
Editors, has agreed to serve as Manager of the one time General Secretary of the Delhi Adult 
Journal. Therefore we request our readers Education Association and now Treasurer of 
that all remittances on account of subscriptions the Indian Adult Education Association, 
or other payments and all enquiries about the W ithout his work and devoted spirit Delhi 
despatch of the Journal should, in future, be would not have had the centres which it has 
addressed to /> . W. M. Hiibum, Mon >ger, today.
Indian Journal of A< ult Fducation. Khar a , Many Provincial Governments, particular* 
District Ambala tEat Punjab). iy Behar, Bombay C. P., and of late Delhi,

* * *  have also done a certain amount in the field
T H E  M A R C H  OF TTM E of literacy and other Adult Education work.

The Government of India have talked and 
1 airing the last decenium Adult Education written a good deal about it. Unfortunatlv it 

has won for itself, the world over, a new re- seems to have become a disease in the case of 
cognition on the part of educationists, social some of our Ministers and senior Admiuistra- 
workers and administrators. th is is due tors to indulge in hyperbole about adult edu- 
partly to the fact that political and economic cation when the-1- wish to talk tall, and try  to 
forces have contributed largely towards the convince themselves, that they really have 
weakening or obliterating of class-divisions done something for the progress of adult edu- 
and class-culture. In many countries now cation_ The Minister for Education of 
adult education is not only recognised but is Government of India in Hew Delhi has, in 
well on the way to being integrated in the recent months, particularly in connection w ith  
national system of education. 1 his is so in tire International Adult Education Seminar 
the life of many countries on the continent of held in Mysore, made statements which cannot 
Europe and in Britain. In the 1 nited States be squared with facts. We would like to urge, 
of America there has always becu a wide- with all the earnestness at our command that 
spread provision for educational and recrea- modestv and hum i.v are virtues even in 
tional facilities for adults. This provision politicians or spokesmen of Government. I f  
probablv comes nearer to the idea of social thev w ill stop t ying to deceive the world >  
Education as we hare ad it adumbrated to s;c]c thev w ill be freed from the great curse of 
us in India more rtcentK. 0f self-deception: The- w ill then be embl^d

In India, too adult education has received to render some rt/.j . c twice to their country 
a good deal of attention during ,he last fifteen an^ their people.
years. A good deal of progress has been I t  is time to recognise our limitations in 
made. In  certain parts of the country, notably the economic sphere and to admit the pau- 
in Mysore and in Delhi, there are adult educa- city of suitably ..quipped personnel. We 
tion programmes which are a credit to the should undertake to encourage, in different 
sponsoring bodies. Both these bodies, as it parts of the country, honest and steady wo k- 
happens, have developed these programmes ers in the cause of : '.ult education. Neither 
independently of the Government of India or Denmark, nor Britain, nor Sweden, t t  Russia, 
any of the older provincial Governments, were able to win fame in the sphere of adult 
Mysore, as a progressive State, was free to education within a short period. I t  wns hard 
experiment and to go ahead without getting work carried on unostentatiously and faith- 
tangled up in the web which Government fully year after year which enabled them to 
departments tend to spin with tfcrr red-tape evolve a svstem of education suited to the 
and elaborate paper-plans and wdb their needs of their adult population. Even now our 
speech-making. Delhi has had the . ..Wantage Governmeu should turn a new leaf 1950 is the 
of the sustained and tried idealism and devo- beginning of a new era. Let us hope it w ill be 
tion ot a number of unostentatious sincere so for all of us.
adult education workers. In this connection - R ajuit M, Chhtsinoh.



Hundred Years To Make All Bombay Literate
M A Y O R  O N  S L O W  P R O G R E S S  O F  A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N

M r. Patil, who was presiding over an money in improving the morals of the people, 
Interesting public debate organised by the he observed, great results would be forth- 
Bombay City Social Education Committee coming if Government paid more attention 
this evening at the Wilson College Hall, to the education of the masses, 
on “there should be conscription for social
service” observed that some sort of cons- FR E E D O M  TO  S P IT
cription was necessary to accelerate the , ,  A n i , , ,
progress of social education and prepare the „  A[ r ' A ‘ R  ;Saba™ la> forme'r Mav°r of 
masses to plav their role as an intelligent Bombay, f ac0,’dinf . ] he proposition said, in-
electorate in free and democratic India. d,y dual .bbe,'T  ™  F ean J ,cen' f ’ ^India, an individual was a Ring, who spat freely

Moving the proposition that in “the opinion wherever he liked, who claimed spot right 
of the House there should be conscription to commit a nuisance and he as trouble- 
for social service,” M r. Justice N . H . some as he could to his neighbours in the 
Bhogwati, Vice-Chancellor of the Bombav spirit of individual liberty” . Today, the 
University, stressed the need for educating masses of the people were sub-human and 
the electorate in India. Unless true and pro- Imd not reached the normal level of advance- 
per education was given to them, he said, they ment.
would be misled bv demagogues, power- ' «  , . . ,, , , ,,seekers and revolutionaries. . Emphasising the need or discipline the

former Mayor referred to the heroic efforts
F O R M ID A B L E  TA SK  wbich tbe Pe°P,e ° f tbeu V nitedwere making to build up their war-shattered

The majority of the masses, be said was economy and said that they were starving, 
sunk in illiteracy and ignorance. The task labouring and struggling without grousing 
before the Government was formidable, in a “ team spi. it.’
Despite great efforts of volunteer social .
workers to liquidate illiteracy, tliev had Conscription should be first applied to
succeeded in touching only a fringe of tbe tbe ministers of Provincial Governments 
problem. Under these circumstances and " ho should he compulsorily sent abroad to 
when the Government was iri acute financial broaden their outlook. They were good men 
trouble, an all-out effort should be made by heart, honest, full of ideas which were 
all citizens bv participating and working uot practical.
enthusiastically in the task of spreading They were busy improving the morals of
i eracy an socia e uca ion among the people, while the fib per cent of tbe citizens

of Bombav were huddled into one-room tene- 
In  a spirited opposition, M r. Justice S. R. meats. He opined that the vouth would 

Tendulkar said that the proposition was voluntarily of fer their services if the Govern- 
"fantastic". He pointed out that India was ment provided them proper avenues and 
signatory to an I.L .O . Convention prohibiting opportunities for social service, 
forced and compulsory labour. He said Mr. Frank Moraes, supporting Mr. Tnndol-
that conscription was not resorted to in any kar sai(1. “you can take n horse to tbe water, 
country except in times of war. but y0tl cannot make it drink.” He pointed

... . . .  . out compulsory social service would notHe pointed out that every citizen did not br; d results.
have the aptitude or specialised knowledge to
be a social worker. A SociaKService state would Mr. Mirza Alchtar Hussein and M r. Amin 
we in great dnnger if a multitude of geniuses Snvani, students of St. X aviers  College, 
here let lose like a troop of monkeys in an supported the proposition, while Mrs. Gules- 
Orchard. Instead of wantonly throwing away tan Billimoria and Rev. Dbur opposed it.



Madras Agrees to Non-officialise Adult 
Education Work

P r o c e e d in g s  o f  in te rv iew  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  w ith  

H o n 'b le  M in ister  for  E d u ca t io n , M adras .

A Deputation of the South Indian Adult expenditure on contingencies of Rs. 4/- as 
Education Association waited on Hon’ble Mr. grant to the Adult Education teachers and 
K  Madhava Menon, Minister for Education, on that they should also be the authorities to 
the 27th September, 1949 at 1.15 p. m. in his certify the date of opening of the schools. 
Chamber, Fort St. George, Madras led by
Dewan Hahadur V . IW gyam Iyengar, Hony. 5- Hon ble Minister for Education infor- 
Director for Harijan Uplift to the Government >"ed the deputationists that tlie correct figure 
of Madras and the President of the Conference, J’f *be Central Govt’s grant was Rs. 17.85 
to urge the Hon’ble Minister lor Education to hikhs and said that necessary steps were taken 
implement the resolutions passed at the Second by the Government of Madras to obtain the 
Tamilnad Adult Education Conference held Central Govts grant expeditiously. When 
on the 24th July, 1949. at Kuinbakonam. Sri C. asked what would be the probable share 
Harisarvottama Ran, President S .I.A .E .A ., Sri of this Province, the Secretary for Education 
K.C. Ramaswamy Sastriar, Vice President of replied that due to devaluation, this Pro- 
the S.I.A.E A. Sri R.R. Davalavai and Sri v>'ice get five lakhs.
T.J.R. Gopal, General Secretary of the Con- . url , , ,
ference and Mr. S. Pattkirisamy Pillai were h When ti.e deputation made a request for 
members of the deputation. ' f  ^tes and aid to the South Indian

A d u lt  Education Association and to entrust the
Mr. Lobo Prabhu, Secretary for Eduea- adult education movement to the hands of the 

tion Department to the Govmment of Madras non-officials the Hon’ble Minister for Education 
and Lieut. Col. M.A. Hamid, Jt. Director of and the Secretary for Education agreed and sug- 
Public Instruction, who is Officer-in-charge of gested that the South Indian Adult Education 
Adult Education, were also present. Association may draft a scheme to constitute

1. In regard to the appointment of an
Hony. Director for Adult Education for Tamil- p  -? i ‘ 7 ° le. k * Education
nad, the Hon'ble Minister for Education and CmnK‘l1 and submit it to the Government at 
the Secretary for Education agreed to consider ea! 5 a. f  °^sl e so as ®ni,ble the Govern- 
the question favourably in the near future. me" ° a e au 10,1 on this question.

2. The Jt. Director informed the deputa- 1- Hon’ble Minister for Education was
tionists that orders have been issued to estab- pleased to instruct the Education Department 
lish an Adult Literacy Training Centre at ,u‘d the Joint Director of Public Instruction 
Vednranuyam in Tanjore District. \n charge of Adult Education to assist ths

n i t , ^ Education Association in conductim?
i -3 t 0 .the expenditure for sup- „„ adult Education Week in the first Week of

plying Adult Education materials to the Adult Janil!iry 1 9 5 0 , e f f e c t i v e l y  i n a l l LJbM ? wav. 
Literacy Schools conducted by the Dt. Hoards Hon’ble Minister f o E d u c I  “ S o M v  
Municipalities), the Munster for Education and consented to be the . i
the Secretary fur Education desired that the c 3 S  0?thV Week Ce,‘tral
S I.A .h A . may prepare the items of expen­
diture for the schools already opened and to
be opened in the current year. Sd./ 1 J. R. Gopal,

4. The Hon’ble Minister for Education „ , ~  e a Secretary,
agreed that the Non-official committees constitu- econu lamtlnad Adult Education
ted to help adult literacy centres should be the Conference,
proper authorities and judges to certify the Kumbakonam.
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Grown-ups go back to Schools
In Britain today hundreds of thousands of people are devoting three or 

four nights a week of their spare time to the acquisition of knowledge. 
Serious-minded, ambitious, and of varying ages, they want to learn a new 
trade, make themselves more efficient in their present one, or qualify for 
something better than they have.

The subjects studied range from aero-engineering to zoology. If there 
is anything the educational authorities have not thought of. it only needs 
about a dozen people to ask for it.

In Britain in the autumn of 1949 about course in Spanish. He does not consider he 
five people in every hundred queued up to go is too old to begin to learn a new language, 
back to school. Polytechnics, technical and besides, he has discovered there is 
colleges, arts and crafts schools, day colleges, Spanish blood in bis veins. There are 
and institutes for evening' classes are only students for subjects like geology and liorti- 
some of the multifarious organisations which culture who are actually in their 80’s, 
cater for the present extraordinary thirst for jqq ST'BJF.CTS
knowledge. ([ „

Floodlight, ' the London County Council's 
Hundreds of thousands of people are guide-book to further education, lists moie 

devoting three or four nights a week of their than 500 subjects which range from aero- 
spare time to the acquisition of knowledge, engineering to zoology. If a citizen wishes 
What kind of men and women are they, and he can attend a class in artificial flower- 
why do they do it ? making, barge building, cosmetic manufacture,

, , diamond mounting, French polishing, glass*
OVER 70 vS blowing, optics, play-writing and production,

Most of them are serious minded folk of puppetry or wig-making. In all Britain’s big 
various ages who want to learn a new job, towns, and even in the country districts, 
make themselves more efficient in their there is an opportunity to learn something in 
present one, or qualify for something better the evenings. Each season new subjects ore 
than they have now. A bright-looking young added to the lists.
man, for example, who works in a shop, is A popular subject which is being taught 
learning Norwegian because he secs a chance at se.yeral colleges is steno-typing. The 
of becoming an overseas salesman. Another, machine used is the Palantype, an instrument 
who lias n job in - drug "’ ore. .mpes to developed in Britain, with which it is possible 
qualify as a food inspector, and so attends literally to “ type the human voice''. .Students 
classes m microbiojonw. A • a-tress expects with keen ears can learn very quickly and 
one day to own o shop ami she is studying t-ie take (]OWD speeches in languages quite 
art of window display unknown to them.

A ll these subjects. ' rd manv more are Another new subject is training as guides
inehrd id in the ,v nl,i;. ; cd if there is any- fof ,be expected inf)ux of visItors wh« will 
thing the cdticM-uniil ei. nnnt.es have not lraVC, to the T. nited Kingdom from overseas, 
thought of, it only needs abort a dozen pnrtlcu|nr!v for those who w ill nt.tend the 
people to ask foi it and a course will be Festh,., of nritainj ly5J. This course i:. 
provided. held ;ij (]iP Regents .Street Polytechnic,

The ambiiion to Improve one s vocational London, 
abilities is not confined fr. the young. Many , O O K E R Y  CLASSES
middle-aged, and even quite old men and
women wnnt to Increase their efficiency und Courses in cookery are being run on a 
widen their scope, A man of 75 has enrolled new plan in south London and other centres, 
at an institute in London for an elementary Many men have to cook nowadays, but it Is



found they are shv of attending cookery of Education and from the local rates, the
classes alone. Classes, therefore, have been fees are extremely low. For a full course
arranged in which men and women are taught from September to June, not exceeding three
in pairs. The man has to take a woman evenings a week, the cost is about £  I (Rs.
helper and in this wav masculine shyness is 13. 5as.) for students of 21 and over, and
overcome. about 7sh. 6d. (Rs 5.) for those under 18.

Not all the classes are vocational. Many Government has launched a com*
people, especially the elderly, seek some prejjensive “ long-distance" plan for further 
means of self-expression in studying anr edllCation in which local authorities are 
co-operating with others. Cultural subjects, preT)arjng schemes to cover even the most 
such as musical appreciation, the drama ret^ote rural districts. Three types of college 
ballet aud opera, are extremely popular, and wjn fo m  an “ Rducational Grid.” Local
so are home handicrafts. In some of the CoIleges are to piay somewhat the same r6k
mens mstitules boxing is kug t, andi n as ;s now played bv the regional, institutes
Edinburgh there are courses m go if. Older Qr centra, cplkges v,-in meet specialised
men can learn how to keep cage birds, and a needSj particularly at the higher levels of
Surrey institute has met a ueen demand tor edUCation ; and national colleges, run C’i full
chess lessons. time jor students released from industry, will

LOW FEES deal with advanced technology and research
Since these colleges, schools and institutes work. . .

are neavily subsidised by Britain's Ministry f Evening btar.)

ADULT LITERACY
The Primary object with which India some 27 crores annually for at least the

invited the Unesco to hold its Seminar in next ten years. The Central Advisory Board
India has been achieved. It has, as was of Education, recognising this colossal task,
expected, thrown the spot light on adult has suggested that about fifty per cent of
illiteracy in Asia, and more particularly, those who fall in the age group of 12 to
In India International experts have been 40, numbering nearly forty five milrons,
able to get, at first hand, statistics and should be given educational facilities in
information about India and other Asian the first instance. This scheme evisages
countries. These figures, revenled by official utilisation of the services of more than hnif
sources, are extiemelv shocking. According a million school teachers now in service ;
to Maulaua Abul Kalam Azad, out of a the Adult litercay classes are to last six
population or 180 million adults in India to eight weeks each time. How inadequate
over ninety per cent are illiterates. Our this provision is for the removal of adult
near eastern neighbours seem to be better illiteracy to fulfil the great task before the
off in this d rection as Adult literacy figures country, namely of educating its illiterate
for Ceylon, Singapore, Thailand., and Burma millions who, by the republican constitution,
range between forty and fifty per cent. As are now to exercise the adult franchise I
against this encouraging state of aflairs It is needless to add that, without literacy,
countries like Iran, Saudi Arabia, Nepal adult franchise has no meaniug at all.
and Indonesia are said to be predominantly I{ India stands ]ow in the scale of
illiterate. How impossible it would be for Adujt iiteracv the figures for her States
the East to attain ns legitimate place m and p r in c e s  are equally depressing. United
the world, unless it removes this curse of Pr0Tjnce;.( considered to be one of the pro-
illiteracy, is clear from these statistics. gressive provinces in India, have nothing

Adult education would result in a colossal better to show than that out of 51 million 
expenditure. Estimates given out for India adults in that province over forty eight
show that the Government of India have millions ore illiterates ; while those who
already spent 38 crores of rupees on educa- have had higher education number only s
tiou and if they were to concentrate oil few thousands, the percentage being about
removing adult illiteracy they would require 10 per cent of the adult population which
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means that the benefits of higher education To supplement this, the annual mass educa- 
have not reached even one adult in a tion programme should be undertaken,
hundred. Adult illiteracy for Hyderabad is Bringing these literates into direct contact 
quoted officially at ninety per cent, which with those in the rural areas would not only 
is nearly the same as in India. The only increase the percentage of literates, but 
consolation for those in Hyderabad would also would help those in urban areas tounder- 
be that they are no better or worse than those stand better conditions in rural areas of 
in other parts of this vast country. India. Political life in India has been con-

Yr, „ „ „ „  , , . , , fined mostly to urban areas and it is time that
\\e have touched upon this subject of enthusiam is transferred to rural areas 

adult education more than once and each . °  r j  area..
time we have pointed out the utter inade- a preliminary to these, we would
quacy of the measures taken in India, and in suggest to our T niversitv to  ̂ arrange for 
Hyderabad, to remove illiteracy, and parti- special classes in Adult Education and 
cularly Adult illiteracy. In view of the new provide basic literature on this subject so 
gift of adult franchise, conferred upon the t}13* ererE student would be able to tram 
people by the constitution, literacy assumes literates. Tn some universites such literacy 
great importance. We call upon our Educa- campaigns are compulsory before graduates 

tonists and public workers to tackle first are awarded their degrees. It is an idea 
this subject of illiteracy before they attend that sfi°uld be given thought to. If the 
to other problems. We consider that unless Education Department supplements this by 
illiteracy is removed there should be no placing the resources of existing schools
proper understanding by citizens of this at the service of night schools, also, we could
country of the problems that face them. so1re problems of equipment and teachers at
All the efforts of our leaders to strengthen orie stroke. Normally speaking, education is
nation-building activities would fail to fructify primary responsibility of the Govern-
unless their message and the lesson they ment, and they ought to welcome anv steps 
want to impart reach the common man taken by the public to reduce the burden
with the same clarity and sincerity as they °.n exchequer. We would, at the same
were presented first. Word of mouth pro- time, also, request the well-to-do class of 
pagonda is a very unsatisfactory method people to come forward and help to run 
of educating people, particularly when the these adult schools as part of their service 
fruits of their industry, be it in manu- country. It is a field in which political
facture of articles or in the production of food- groups should also have complete unanimity
grains, are of vital importance to the country. opinion. If each school could be sup­

ported by a philanthropist, or a group of them,
We have had an Adult Education Com- then the results ought to be stupendous. We, 

mittee in Hyderabad, and there is a mori- therefore, urge on our Government to call for 
bund Adult Education section attached to a conference of those interested in this subject 
the Education Department in Hyderabad, and provide them with the necessary stimulus 
But, in spite of these, adult education lias in the shape of men and material to start 
not made any headway. The reason is not with. Tliev should, at the same time, 
far to seek; it has not been tackled on a approach the political parties to declare 
scale that it ought to he. To our mind adult education as a common platform so 
every one available should be diverted that public enthusiasm could be aroused 
towards this task. Several thousands of for this important constructive programme. 
University and High school students would But as we have pointed out more than once, 
be having their summer vacation in a few the whole scheme requires careful planning, 
months’ time, lasting some six to eight and it is essential that an expert in this 
weeks. It would be a good thing if these line should be invited to take over this 
vacations are utilised for spreading education and plan and guide the programme syste- 
Into the rural parts of the .State. It ought maticallv, so that it mav expand into 
to be possible to run at least a thousand everv district of the State.’ Without such 
schools during the vacation and even if each of specific guidance, we fear the scheme may 
these schools produces a hundred literates, the not come through. If there is nobody in 
resultant figure cannot be a negligible one this State to handle it, then it is time 
Each Town and Taluka should form its own that some one who had done this well 
Adult Education Committee and open a num- js brought info Hyderabad from outside the 
ber of perennial adult schools where successive State to techie it,
**s«ion* of tix-weelr coarse* could be run. ( ChronicI* )
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Is Adult Education a S tra ig h t P ro p o s it io n ?
by

S„ Chakravarthy

The citizen in India loots with suspicion a revolutionary, he maintained that man Is 
and distrust when politicians, professors and not a thing, and although he was a religious 
traditional interpreters expect him to sit man and entertained worship, he never took 
down and learn the art of reading and writing. to any outside thing for inspiration and 
He lias his educated daughters and sous who guidance. On the other hand, he emphasised 
would do the job for him, but he finds that on the “ Kindly Light" or “ Inner Voice” (as 
they have been behaving I ke spoiled children. he phrased it) guiding him from within. In 
He thinks he has to re-educate again whoever order to guard himself from materialistic 
considers him in the relation of student and corruption of intellectuals and religious be- 
the teacher. Adult education in India, ings, he refused invitations to Mandirs and 
in this manner, becomes a one way street and Palaces, but lived in Harijan quarters to de- 
the little man of democracy has started to note that Reality represents not only the 
function as the teacher for intellectuals. highest but also the lowest human being.

Gandhiji’s plan of adult education has *d“ cation o f ,the sch°-’
come in, at the present time, to fill the gap ICJ TP!  WOuld bre,ed followers not in- 
which the university professors and technical ,, P d e n t  »en  _ and women. It looks as
experts are not able to cross with their ideas ° Ugh’ a® the.sp,« ‘ . he. would break through
and language. In the adult education centres, ^glca barners religion and
whether they are in communal or group . '* laPPeu °  remain between man
localities, the picture of Gandhiji has been 3nd maU at the present tlme‘
kept along with other objects of religious The Government of India seem to appre* 
worship. This revolutionary God seems to hend this spritual revolt by the common man 
have gone to establish the Kingdom of Man of democracy. The Indian statesmen are 
in Heaven, while his followers on earth still sending their camp-followers, professors 
continue their kingdom of the fetish among ministers and political philosophers so that 
the people. But in these modem days, the they might qualify the common man of India 
learning by talk and catechism has often in the name of adult education. The adult 
ended, not in adult education, but in reyolu- education centres are chosen in places 
tionary thinking. other than Trade Union quarters, and other

In a recent gathering of Gandhian philoso- ff n YeTio* lmlH' n t ̂  l Th Cldture and tradition
phers—there are many Sanghams, Seminars p  , ■ ' V . a5e Usually held
and Societies all over India-ari illiterate 1 ^ ™  : " Stl “  m s ’ Cul^ a l  Associ- 
servant has insisted on sitting along with his t h e A  ' neWfiP«Per would give 
master s boy and disturbed the loftv metaphv- w  I n 1 pasUme, where ranterial
sical discourse of learned men on the topic of S°Irupt,on ba.s Sone over to the spiritual side, 
qualities qualifying a thinr  This quality of lh ere lore, ,t is not adult education that is 
the servant was quite different from the qual- ^  employment for culture and
ities of intellectuals present there and he was Iceff f Con*ref  sp!nt,’ allsts. ba™
shouted down for his insolence. But the boy p -Placed tbe former Hindu and other religious 
started crying and in the confusion, the presi- _ atu ,ts anc] Priests from their economic 
dent, who was unwittingly brought into this m° nopo,y religion and culture, 
predicament, left the meeting with the impres- ESTABLISHMENT OF SPIRITUAL 
sion that the buy s instinct had better quali- MONOPOrv
ties and he had better cultivate them 1 J

In fact, adult education in Hinduism has 
NO BELIEVER IN ADULT EDUCATION u‘I1(>cd to establish the spiritual monopoly of 

Gnndv,;;; i , . t R Particular class of intellectuals ; and' In
Gandbip bad never believed in the adult other religious of the West, it has developed 

education of qualities qualii) inga thing. As a conservative view of democracy In India



8 IS ADUl-T education a straight proposition

the Congress expects a monopoly in the leaders would travel by the path of the former 
political field in the name of adult or national kings descending from the Moon and the bun. 
education. But the modern adult is no longer
a student to fit into educational machinations W H Y  K O T  PU B LIC  SCHOOLS ?
of the monopolists in whatever quarters they , , , .  ,
might be taking shelter. The spirit of Gandhi , , ey. as w-ell start public schools
is there to expose them at any time. end I15?15*  011 a residential form of education

to build the future Indian citizen. Let there 
In  many adult education centres, there be a few model public schools, for the public 

has already started a campaign to remove the school boy has the qualities that would 
picture of this Indian revolutionary from the qualify the Indian constitution, 
wall. But Gandhiji has become the God of
the people and other Gods need his Omni- u  hat has happened in t_hina . What is 
presence for their political ends. The cultural happening now in Burma ? W hat would 
and traditional interpreters are bitter over happen in the b. ear East countries in future . 
the fact that the Mahatma has grown into Americans and the British have played
a Devil to expose their religion which is the,r hatld at democratic education and the 
nothing but politics. The Congressmen, too, Pe°Ple haTe responded with obvious political 
w oull realise, sooner 0r later, that this game consequences. The Indian leaders might as
of spiritual politics would end in revolution. we!I stlldP this recent hlst0IW before tu rn in gthe leadership of Asia, or, in other words 

Let the Government of India drop this meddling with adult minds. Just as the 
mediaeval politics of educating the adult, child is the father of the man, the adult is the 
ALJdle class unemployment would never father of the nation. Democratic progress 
be solved in th ’r' man: . On the other hand, depends on re-educating the man of religion 
the Im ’ ;an leaders, like the monarchs of and. the stuucut of culture v.bo lias been 
ancier* Tndia, are in danger of losing their living at childish levels in the name of 
power 10 the autbo'u.y of Indian dictators religion and culture. In  fact, ihe present 
who were never political in appearance, but educationis t  are in need of adult re-eduertior 
c "'tural and spiritual. The public money is to understand the political dictatorship of 
rv t only squandered on these schemes, but the old order. The modern citizen of India 
the power of the peop'e is also corrupted in has started to educate him to be a social 
an authoritarian way. boon, the Congress being and a democratic citizen.

( Sunday Obsttvcr )

The Working Man and the Adult Schools
by

Herbert L. Bullock, of Bristol.
( Chairman o f  the General Council o f  the Trades Union Congress )

c 1 Ha,Titl? „beCI L a er. 0f- tbe Adnlt tvvenf>’ ?ears as a full-time official of aSchool Movement forty-six years I  Trade Union dealing with a host ofdiffer-
should be familiar with every aspect of ing industries and, may I  say, never for- 
its life, its success and failures, mid its getting where I  came from nor the folk who 
peculiar attractiveness, and with the more were mv earliest associates 
peculiar reuson why young men and women
do not take advantage of all its facilities The Elor>' of the Adult School Move- 
mid its gruud and enduring fellowship. ’ ment is that it is non-political, unsectarian,

■r w  i and classics. This is not to say that most
r ought also to have a good under- of its m, „ tiers are not keen party politicians, 

standing of the working man, haying started or that one cannot find adherents of many 
woik before I  was twelve years of age and no sects, with a good sprin ting  of 
and having spent thirty years in industry, Rationalists, or even that one cannot*" find 
mostly in factories, art since then well over labourers, craftsmen, artists, professionals

1
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shopkeepers, business men, and large indus* interesting, live persons whose acquaintance 
trialists. They can all be found in its others would be glad to cultivate. They 
Schools. Nearly all its national leaders, would quickly learn that the function of 
and not a few of its local ones, are middle Life is to live rather than to earn a living, 
class folk. important as the latter is.

When I  first joined in 1903, the School Two disastrous wars have done untold 
was filled with men who were Liberals in harm to the Adult School Movement. The 
politics ( broad-minded and more tolerant first casualties in war ore those great volunt*
than the average church or chapel-goer ) who ary movements of which the A. S. M. is a
loved their fellow man, and who realised shining example. These wars and their 
the need of a broader, humanist education, aftermath have also done something else; 
who loved the study of the Bible and they have soured young men, destroyed 
recognised its universality, who enjoyed much of the beauty" of their lives, and 
the singing of hymns, especially those of killed much of the sheer lovingkindness in 
an ethicist character — which eventuated life. The world is a much tougher place
in the Fellowship Hymn-book. to live in now. We cannot expect to take

There were at that time a sprinkling the flower of our flock, train them to be 
of Socialists, and the fierce yet good bum- ,a * gangster, half racketeer, and then at 
oured discussions were what first attracted t ie  end of the fratricidal strife to see them 
me and have held me ever since. What begmning to sP™ut wings,
little use I  have been in the wider world W hat, however, is the use of repining?
I can attribute to the Adult School Move- We cannot do without this great Movement, 
inent, and if they complain about ^things Those of us who have to fight tenaciously 
I  say and do, I  cart easily retort, “ I  am in factory, mine, and mart, in the great 
what you made me.” I  can never repay the industrial and political movements of our
Movement what I  owe it. time, must have a chance to meet men who

During the first decade of the 20th afT ee ° r disagn;e with us on many issues
Century there was a marvellous enthusiasm T1, 10 stlrnu,ate and attract us because
which started schools by the score, and , .  . fi are worthwhile human beings 
pulled in workers bv the hundreds and ... P US. 0 âlth 111 ourselves and
thousands. When they settled down, serious P 6, of a11 the experiences which
mental effort was demanded. After a time • , ° ea,sl ^ epress our spirits, hurt our 
there began a falling off of those who were mar our souls,
mentally indolent and could not stand the Let us, then, who found and still find 
pace or make the grade, and many schools so much joy in this grand fellowship of 
dwindled to a small one of folk who were fellow humans, where we can forget to “ talk 
interested in men and things, who wanted shop” and can find rest and recreation
to know more of the world they lived in, renew our hopes and ideals, and go back
who desired to be useful to their kind, into the old world strengthened and invi-
nnd, not least, who aimed to widen their gorated, better and sounder, healthier and
horizons, deepen their lives, and live to the saner men ; let us tell all and sundry and
topmost of their capacity. advertise by our modes and manners the

r r i , infinite value of these Schools of the
I feel it is a tragedy that young men prophets. Let us, in short make up our

and women do not reahse in these difficult minds to spread the A^niV’̂ h ^ i
times the value the Adult School V the Adult Scho° 1 S p ,n t
Movement could be to them— how it could I f  we want abetter, saner, safer world to live 
lead them into what are as yet unknown in, then we must produce better citizens au d it  
worlds of sheer joy and interest, how It is in the Adult Schools we find them in 
would help them to get on their hindlegs the making, men of moral fibre, well balanced 
and think and express themselves on their characters, students of the past wherein 
feet, how it would help them to understand are our roots, builders of the future joyous 
and love their fellow man, to realise unity in their pleasures and lovers of their 
in diversity, how it would make them kind.

(  0 n»  a nd  A l l )



Centre's Rural Adult E d u c a tio n  D r iv e
5-YEAR PLAN EXPLAINED

Approximately 45 million people in the their funds by tapping philanthropic and mun- 
flge group 12-40, out of a total of 160 million icipal sources. “But philanthropy is an un- 
adult illiterates in India, are to be given social reliable source and the municipalities tbem- 
education within the next five years. selves are finding it hard to balance their

This recommendation has been made bv a budgets. The entire country is at present 
Special Committee set up bv the Central Ad- facing a economic situation. Bold and
visorv Board of Education to give practical practical programmes will have to be launched, 
shape to the new programme of social educa- ^rst *° stabilise aud then to expand the natio- 
lion in the country. The Committee's report nal economy. I f  illiteracy is to be liquidated 
lias since been approved by the Government 111 °ur lifetime, adult education will have to 
of India ma( ê at 'east partially self-supporting.

Other points relating to the programme Mr. Sethi added that with the achievement
are as follows : of Independence the problem of Adult Educa-

1. A ll possible use to be made of the media tion became vitally urgent and it was taken
and techniques of mass education. up on a national basis. It  became clear that

„ o - i  u j , an efficient and d3'namic democracy required2. Wherever possible, Social Education active aud al„ t citizenshi atuf  that adult
Centres to be housed in primary schools and cducation was a main responsibility for a wel- 
function as community cen res. fare State. Hence it was realised that such a

3. Education to be imparted primarily task could be achieved only on a Governmen- 
through the school teachers, whose present tal level and the State assumed responsibility 
number is 550,000. Volunteers to be trained for adult education both in the Provinces and 
and utilised, and camps to be organised for an at the Centre.
intensive course of from six to eight weeks. , . ,

_ . , ... . . . Mr. Sethi then dealt at some length on
4. Per capital expenditure on social educa- SQme of the niain difficu]ties facing th® coun.

hon not to vary materially from Province to {ry jn regaid to adult education. pointed
Province, ana _ out that apart from the problem of finance, the

5. The standard of attainment to be prac- problem of method iu teaching had yet to be
tically the same throughout the country. settled in India. This, he said, should be

These schemes, forming the measures to solved on scientific principles. Another big 
be taken by the Government of India on Rural problem was the lack of equipment, audio- • 
Adult Education, were explained at length by visual aids and other modern technical equip- 
M r. E. R. Sethi, Deputy Secretary, Ministry ment, which were above the piesent financial 
of Education, Government of India to the means. There were not enough volunteers of 
UNESCO Seminar on Rural Adult Education, quality forth-coming^ to take charge of social 
now going on at Mysore. education centres. Compulsion or legislation

PTNrAxrrk to enforce adult education work by capable
r  IJN A IN yn, citizens was as yet in the deliberative stage.

M r. Sethi pointed out that the main dffi- 
culty in solving the problem of rural adult DOW L liV E L
education was finance. So far, the Central
and Provincial Governments together had been He pointed out that teachers were mainly
able to spend on all items relating to educa- drawn from primary schools, but their educa­
tion Rs. 36 crores a year- For a ten-year tional level was often low, and they them- 
progrnmme to eradicate illiteracy alone, he selves needed social education before they 
emphasised, the country required about Rs. could teach others.
270 crores, but tlie amount that could be spa- Anotlui problem was that Government
red for this purpose did not stand any com - were moie anxious to educate their citizens, 
parison with the needs. than the adults were to learn. The only way,

He su'd that the Provincial Governments he affirmed, was to mix education and enter- 
were devising way* aud mean* to augment tainment in suitable proportion.
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A IR  C H IE F ’S TO U R  The College, it was explained to the Air
Marsha], was a novel featuie in the Royal 
Indian Air Force in that it had a preponde- 

Air Marshal Sir T. W. Elmhirst, Chief of rallj e]ement 0f British Staff who had freshly 
A ir Staff and Commander-in-Chief, R. I .  A. F., arrived from the United Kingdom as techni-
continuing his official tour of the Training instructors. The British Staff is supple* 
„  , . . , , , mented bv R. I. A. F. Staff, also, whoseCommand, inspected today the Technical functi(m howwer> is mostIy administrative,
Training College at Jalahalli, 8 miles from although a certain number of Education 
Bangalore. Officers are included in it.

Part-Time Basic Education
CA N  IT SUCCEED ?

E. \V. Prestom

Owing to the urgency of the need for The third result that might be expected 
education, at least for literacy, among the from part-time education rvould be the saving 
village masses of India, some plan employing in the number of teachers required relative 
unorthodox methods must be adopted to to the number of children taught in the 
cope with the situation. day. But this needs careful examination.

m .. , . tt rr Let us suppose that one set of childrenThe suggestion made re c e n t ly b y H E . a tte j]d from  7 a. m. to ,,.3 0  a. m„ and
-  ^hn ?• * atJag°P?1?Chan’ Governor- al,other from 1 p.m. to 5-30 p.m. ThisGeneral, that part-time education (tw o  amounts t0 what is reall tw0 schPools using

separate shifts) in the villages might be the same building. Each'school would attend 
_e solution, is one which deserves to be in the mornings for one week, and in the 

considered carefully, worked out and expen- afternoons the next. Each child would thns
mentally apphe . attend for 4$ hours, including a short

Two or three purposes would be served break, and receive nearly as much teaching 
by such a plan. First, a larger number of time as is the case iu a normal school, 
children ■would receive some education and I t  such a school it might not be necessary to 
could become literate, at least in their have much physical exercise, as it is postulated 
mother tongue. At the same time, they that children would get enough in the fields 
would receive some of the regular discipline in an agricultural community. On the other 
and share the communal life with their hand, co-operative work in games and dra- 
contemporaries which every child needs for uiatic work should form part of the normal 
the development of his character. curriculum.

The second result would be that time In  a system as visualized above, it w ill 
would be available for the 'basic’ education be seen that the normal school hours extend 
in the arts and crafts of the village, over nine hours each day. I t  is obviously 
Included under arts and crafts are, of course, impossible to expect one set of teachers to 
the art of agriculture and the craft of undertake this. Even if total hours were 
spinning, as well as any other industry educed to eight, the problem would still 
normally carried on in the village or home, remain. We may sny tlint at least half 
In  connection with such basic education, as many again of the normal number of 
there seems to be a need for a more detailed staff would be required to do the work, 
syllabus, Pictures appear in the newspapers and this would need careful organisation 
of older boys and girls sweeping or digging, and working out of individual staff time- 
These activities are good work and form tables by the Headmasters. One solution 
part of the basic education in cleanliness, to this tim e-table problem is individual 
health and hygiene, but are not the whole work by the children rather than many 
story. fixed class lessons on the old lines.



Let us first consider the ideal conditions One of the difficulties during the war 
under which two complete sets of teachers in England was the great shortage of books, 
are provided. These circumstances arose in This was partially overcome by sharing, 
England during the war when the schools and by older children teaching the younger, 
were evacuated from the large towns and aud also by the use of local libraries. A 
forced to use the buildings of the existing library should be established in every village, 
schools in the small towns and country which would be available all day and in 
districts. The two schools concerned used the evening, and be under the charge of 
the buildings in the mornings or afternoons a teacher with voluntary helpers.
in alternate weeks A particular case is of Si however, the shortage of teachers 
two schools, each of about 350 young is acute and w ill remain so for a long
people, aged from 7 to 18. sĉ 00 time, the above scheme is only a counsel
had a norma staff of about 20 teachers. of perfection. For the time, it w ill not be 
As the schools were High Schools, it was possible t0 haTe two compiete sets of 
necessary to prepare ior the public exam in- teachers for our part-time schools. Before, 
■turns, to keep going a large number o however, just saving, “Let the same teacher
subjects and to provide for Scholarship work do doub]e work;. the authorities and the
and for the First Year University Course b]ic shou]d understand that teaching two 
in Arts, Science and Medicine. This made gets Qf children half time each would be 
the work of staffing and of the time-table much more fati ; aud much more work 
much more difficult than would be the case than Qne fu„ ti eTen if the hours 
in Basic Village Schools whose curriculum did nQt come tQ , Q much more than a 
would be limited to a small number of sub- normal day_ The b o o kw o rk  records, 
jects. The general problems and principles and marks aud corrections are at once doubledthe lessons and conclusions to be drawn from b the two shi{ts system. 
the experience, however, remain the same.

Where most people see school hours
_ .. ., , as sport, very few realise that the goodIn  practice, the remarkable result was . ■c \  * c . ,, . , r - ■, teacher does an average of two hours over-that in the case of the majority of the D . , 6 , , .. . .  , , , ,  time each day to prepare lessons and tochildren more work was done than under , ,, , . . . ., ,, .... , . , , , do the corrections, etc., while anv keepingnormal conditions. A great deal depends ... %1 , Vr ‘ 6 . .  , • . „ , up with new methods and the facts ofon the Headmaster or Headmistress and , r  , . . .. , , . . . .  , . Cf his subject occupy part of his holidays,on the attitude of the children and staff. J r , , ,  -uu u , The constant repetition of lessons adds toIn  this case, the children were already .. . y.. , . ,  ,7 . , , , , _ ____ the monotony, which is one of the psvcho-

tr«ined o some ex en an viere p Pa logical troubles of the teacher. If, however, 
to take some responsibility and to work « time.taWe is on an individual work
■lone. The staff were by no means content relaxed Pro-
‘ V T n  ° f  f°v J11'  - a!l0Htetn h°ur,V n ' i f  bably in a village school, this would work ichool building but visited the children m we„ usi a modification of the Montessori 
tbe.r billets or encouraged individual children gnd Daltons lans. Using these methods each 
to come to their own rooms wherever possible. chud can progress at his own pace and 
Additional accommodation for classes varied afi the conditions of ]ife at home va so 
from church halls to cinemas. Blackboard the chnd can ada t hjnjse]f an d m ake ’the
■ nd laboratory equipment was very limited, use of his time, j  H times
•nd even the number of books were insu- ? ’ , .

V -  schools.
We may conclude from experience that 

Applying the svstem to village conditions, part-time education cnn succeed in affording 
one would see the 'eacher taking a class an opportunity for the child to make real 
in set lessons or supervising individual progress in tine basic culture, if applied 
work during the 4i  hours alloted in the sympathetically and if individual methods 
school building, and then, during the rest are followed to some extent. An a i r q u o t e  
of the day, making himself a part of the ten ch : <> s ta ff . a sufficient supply o f  b ook s  ard a 
life of the village and n centre of culture qari.ju  , y  w o rk ed  ou t t im e -ta b le  are, however, 
for the children, in bis own home. essential.

( Adventure of Education )
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A d u lt  Education a n d  the Future of our
C iv i l iz a t io n  *

JAIMES TORRE BOOET

AnULr EDUCATION is one of tile most ning that the defenses of pence most be
important questions of our dny and one likely constructed in the minds of men. UNESCO
to hove the must fur-re'itching consequences. was founded in 1945 and held its first Con-
’ ven before the 1919 war, its importance ferettce in Paris in 1946 and in Mexico
was recognized by educationists, by many City in 1947. In Mexico City the delegates
agricultural, industrial and academic assneia- adopted the following resolution :
tions, and even by certain governments. ,
Extensive programmes of popular education I1 collaboration with adult education
Were indeed, wotked out in some countries organizations, leaders and persons prominent 
on account of the political requirements of 111 adT t; education, should be asked to produce 
the totalitarian regimes; in others as a result materials on international affairs suitable for 
of that des i re  for emancipation which does adaptation and extensive use by adult study
honour to democracy . . . gr°" ',S- . A . < for leader,s and

workers in adult education for international
The fascist regimes, both German and understanding shall he convened, when mffi- 

Italian, exploited the most personal and cient in formation is available, i f  possible 
therefore the most inviolable of the. assets in 1948 ’ 
usually possessed by adults : the short time,
after their day's work in the fields or the T H E  P R O B LEM  O F  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
Vorkshop is done, when they are free to C O O P E R A T IO N

think. By seizing upon this modest poss­
ession, those regimes managed to change rest No moment could be more auspicious
into meetings, amusement into hypnotism, or more solemn. I  find a symbolic gigni- 
education into propaganda and propaganda ficauce in the fact that this assembly is meet- 
into drill . . . mg today at Elsinore, in the castle of Hamlet,

the Prince of eternal doubt. Like Hamlet,
T H E  A IM  O F  T H E  C O N FE R E N C E  the world of today is forever wondering • “To
Tl,„ , »  of our Couferonc. i ,  - i . - l ,  *

diffeient, for w® aie ‘ . i t  the extolling of hatred, the use of science
educate is to liberate. e 10Pe or n t0 destroy life, the justification of the priority 
better result from our work than the awake- of rnipht ov<;r right 0 ll  the otl ' j J
,.,„g m the consciousness of every adul the need to buila the peH(.e is equally plain
of an awareness both of Ins personal un,, y 1 ‘“in
responsibility and of his intellectual and , j ‘ ^ ° wn* “nd
mural fellowship with the whole of mankind. . n > 1 '* ! ’ c>1‘ l t m , i !,n(  ̂ S1 j ,u 'taiieously present in our minds, thus produce

This Conference is the first, international the most dramatic state of anxiety. Material 
meeting held since the end of the war to progress gives the onlooker the impression 
consider the question with which v?e are that, if the sense of moral obligation were, 
toncerned. For long years, countries found unfortunately, to disappear, sloth would 
hemselves forced to teach their men and insidiously lead men to the conclusion that 

Women the most painful lesson that the it is easier to let another war break out 
adult can learn of life : the lesson of fear than to build a just peace. For war, like 
in the midst of deadly danger. Hardly had any other barbarism, produces a brutal 
the liostilir.es ended than UNESCO was simp ideation. But does not suicide alio pre- 
established, and proclaimed from the begin- duoe a simplification— and that final ?

•Condensation of the address delivered by Dr. Bodet nt K r nbtrg Castle Elsinore, Deo mark, it 
the fornnil opening of the Interuuuonul Conference on Adult Education, dune 1C, 1049.



Internat ional  cooperat ion,  which was  en- S u pp os e  we have a g roup  o£ adul ts  to 
so red  dur ing  the war by mil itary al l iances,  educa te— worker s  or peasants ,  craf t smen,
has now re-nppenp d, with the return of  bureaucra t s  or  soldiers .  With any ideal
peace,  as  an ideal  wnicli  cannot  be at ta ined group with which we have to deal ,  what
without  a  ve ry  del icate  ad ju s tment  of  con- should be the problem of  p rime concern to 
fl ieting and controvers ia l  a>pirations.  N o w  us ? Differences o f  temperament ,  a s  with 
that the dange r  of  their all d i s appear ing  children ? Dif ferences  of  vocation,  a s  with 
together  has  subs ided,  the nat ions are wonder-  young poeple ? Certainly,  t emperament  and 
ing how they can manage  to J ive together.  vocat ion are factors  that  no teacher,  lecturer

or a rt i s t  approach ing an adu l t  publ ic  should
t  i „ „  t • *1 ignore.  Bu t  what  lie should have in mindl o t s  phenomenon,  so obvious  on the , ,■ n ,, , . ,

i i i • i • i , before all ei se is the spir i tual  loneliness ininternational  level, is a lso  visible,  on the _  • , , t ,
.• | , | , - f wnicli each member  of  Ins audience is a lwavsnational  level, within each country.  1 lie fear  ■ i> , i ,

r i ,v> . living, l iurely has this lonel iness  been so
of death is a  more e f f  et ive  cement  than f • , , , i . i • t, r ■ • ii , . . .  n ,  formidable,  so complete  and so unrecognizedhope lor jo ining wills together.  \\  e all fear . . .  r  ..
■ J It . I I, , a s  in the World of  today.  JLlie child livesin the same wav.  i iut  we do  not all hope m  ■ ■ , -, ,. , J ■

’. ii ■ Within u s  chi ldi shness  a s  in a protect ivethe same wav.  We must  realize one tiling: ____ . ... ,, . t i-i , a,  . . .  a tmosphere .  1 lie youth comes  to know him-peaee demands  more  skil l ,  more imaginat ion , . .  , . . . .i i -*elt more with every adventure  in which
and a l so more neroisin than do  bat t les .  In f . . . . . . .  , , ,, .. , | I, ni» feel ings  or  Ins intellect  are involved,  andtime of war,  imaginat ion and skil l  are,  ot  • ■ .■  , , .,, , i i . ,i r , i o ,  ,-c re joices ,  s omet imes  m spi te ot sorrow,  in hiscourse,  ind i spensable  to  the ( Jenera  St af f s  a, ,• , ■ , ,  ,, , ,
r c .  c  - d i s covery ol himself .  But  the adu l t  has  notor  the winning ot  victory.  S t r a t eg y  requ ires  . , c c / .  . .r , ,, ‘ c place ot refuge. Cut oft from otners id Insmany  wears ot p repara t ion and alt sor t s  ot __ . . ,, , , c . ■
. ’•] i i i i . r  o .  generat ion bv the relentless  uniquenes s  o f  insde ta i l ed and specia l ized studies .  Bu t  the j  . ,* r .• , . , , destiny,  and from hi3 own consci ence by his

soldiers ,  unknown martyrs ,  unfortuna te ly  i ■ ir • , n
learn with the g rea te s t  ea se  the technique of  '■ ' i ' f ' ' l i  ‘ 'P1 L 1 ,IS le T  ,l ' , 'P'
k i l l ing  and the a r t  o f  dying.  ®t n p p w  °  :i11 ,,r ti,ehas  only two cour ses  open to him either to

remain him-elf,  i sol at ing himsel f  f rom the
In peace-t ime,  on the other  hand,  we mult i tude,  or  to g ive  up his individual i ty

ought  all to feel that  we have  equal  re spons i-  and to submi t  to the impersona l  will of  the
biht ies  and equal  duties .  W a r  is thought  mas se s .  E v e n  fo r  the genius ,  abso lu te  lone-
out  by the l eaders  ami  carr ied out by their Ijness is a  termless  punishment .  What  then
subordinates .  Bu t  to m ak e  peace ,  all men shall  we say o f  the absolute  lonel iness  of the
must  unite . . o rdinary man ? Y e t  his merg ing  in the mas s

would mean no less than a cruel renutieia- 
May  I quote once more S ha k e s p e a re ’s  t ion o f  his ve ry  nature a s  a man.

wel l-known words ,  which a re  a s  ap t  here :
‘ To be or not to be.” But to be is nothing
m itself, because at  any given moment  every-  t h { ;  face o f  this l onel iness  or  this

I1,'1" /, ° " ly w ,m! h? a ^ ,re» to b e - 1' n " : 1 renunciat ion,  adult  education should be ba sed
Ii b n  , ° UV b , | T,- r  T  *  mere project .  on the ide „  fllilt nec, ssariIy underl ies  every

m i n o .  T ^ 1 i i ? ,  ' ?  M o r * " *  Ike 'J international  i n s t i t u t i o n - , h e  brotherhood of
3 -  th Vf , l i a "  f  h m  <lestiny- At bottom,  it is a quest iont ,J< y ,,nfn > 1 ■ "* youth J- an ant icipat ion ol  tli t nmr,L . r  . » . .. i w t j

a i. j j , . • , not  80 niu°n or touch me: the adult  M ic h aud(lie amiit .  -Ann tin; min it — whit ,  in reali ty.  _n i 3 i
• •> O l  w int  . b!lL“  an *u t  01 snch ana  Mien a sci hi cc , a sJ** l i e  ■ 1 >v,Mr 1 devMopment  are we, irKipnHi,w» 1: u 4 k,11 i- m ii,, •.,. 1 . 1;. . o 'i  ̂ • or n i s i ru c img  lnm in a muon vnster Mib-I»11 11 IH- I n< .I'lC lint IOilviI 1(H) / I lilH fliu s- * i , „k;  i r  , ,  . . , . ,
(1 ,, | ,  1.: 1 jeel ,  which we foolishly imagine  le has ulreudv ,

r  V ; !. ; , K "  ol! r. P h o n a l  mastered - l i f e  il.self.equa tion that  i-1 most  int imate and  inexprcss i-  't t

blc.  That,  i why We cannot  answer it iu 
genera l  teruiH. T h a t  is wliy the part  o f  edn-

, ( l . »«•«* dedi ca ted  is M, B e n t  over  the soil f or  hours  e v e r y d a y ,
' L b c a ' f  : il viri a n  to do it justice,  you pound,ul  from morning  to night  by the meclln-

isliod to re sor t  to the t.ic.d rhythm of  in.litstrinl mas s-product ion,
UM, li " -  - ’ n r . "  metIi ,1s. for  it is par t ly tin average  adult  o f  our  time rarely seems to

l i:i,'"-v • " I 'p l -nmnt  part. 'y be in any posi t ion to apprec i at e  the life
' 1 ’ 1 1 etdmcsl i ip and go ing  on a round  him and to g r a s p  the truth

parity ! Vmy deny it ) re-eductdioin ubotit his fel lows.
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T H E  P O S S IB IL IT Y  O F  H U M A N  man's isolation by accustoming him to blind
B R O TH E R H O O D  submission to the will of the herd ? O r do

we wish to bring him to take a conscious 
Nothing, however, is more untrue than to P;*rt in a culture which, while having regard 

believe that man is by nature roan’s enemy. f°r his personality, will inspire in him a 
On the contrary, sociability is, of all human sincere desire to be one with all hit 
instincts, the most widespread and ineradic- fellows ? 
nble. Bur. it has to be admitted that the
economic organization of society creates too H we decide in favour of education for 
often conditions of life which weaken the responsibility, we shall have chosen the more 
fraternal instinct. In a world where material difficult but, as I  believe, the only true road, 
interests have become the mainspring of There is no better remedy for the terror of 
action, and where economic success is the solitude than the principle of the universal 
measuring rod of values, individuals, classes, responsibility of man on earth. “Each of ni 
nations act. as enemies or rivals rather than is responsible for everything to everyone 
as partners : so that it is seldom that else,” is one of Dostoyevsky’s most profoundly 
man has been lonelier, poorer and more penetrating remarks Let us make no mig- 
unhappy. take. If we choose education for responsi­

bility, we automatically demand a cultnre 
At the same time, a conception not less based upon the sense of responsibility. Such 

destructive of human community has taken a choice involves more than what we have 
place in minds, the conception of a culture to discuss at this Conference ; it  calls for 
whose goals were no longer grandeur and efforts from others than teachers alone. A ll 
strength, simplicity of impulse and breadth forms of human activity are concerned—  
of vision, but were, also, the difficult, the politics and economics as well as science and 
precious, the exceptional, the abitrary art. When the people agitate for better 
nnd the refined. This created a gulf between organization of work, a fairer distribution 
the ordinary people and the intellectuals, where of property, and equality of opportunity, they

S
 affectation and over-nicety became more and are, of course, struggling for the improve- 
-iSjre foreign to the crowd. ment of their material living conditions. But

we are conscious that they are also put- 
But a culture must be judged, not by ting forward, albeit in other terms, a concent 

tbe distance separating it from the people of humanism which will give fresh life to 
that produced it, but by tbe strength and culture. When T say humanism, 1 »rn not 
depth of its roots. In the last resort, our using the word in the narrow Rense which 
ciVjIizntion will be judged according to the has been given to it bv the most unenm- 
ser vices it has rendered to man, the extent promising individualists, but in the far wider* 
to which it has made him conscious of his philosophical and philological sense which 
rights, and the way in which it has taught comes from its derivation ; T am using ft 
him to co-operate with all his fellow-men with reference to the reconciliation of man and 
in an atmosphere of peace, which can only humanity, 
be ensured through intelligence guided by
the sense of justice and faith sustained by Man is primarily a social being • be cannot 
beauty, truth and virtue . . . therefore be considered apart fror^ the com!

mu mi tv whirl) hp pwoo i,i0 ,, i • •
E D U C A T IO N  FO R  R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  Now ,'in  tbe present dav, whethe? h J T £ 5

>t or not, the community is worldwide ft 
When you are discussing adtilt education, therefore imposes, and will continue to 

I von nre in fact discussing no less a matter impose, ever widening duties. The contrast 
an the future of our civilization. Do we between tbe number and extent of stick 
nt to educate people for obedience? Do duties, on tbe one band, and the maunder, 

am want to educate them for responsibility ? standing and hatred we see, on tbe other 
Are we going to educate the masses ns if is so cruel that pessimism would be 
they were a uniform conglomeration in which fied, if  there were not to be seen amid tk 
individuals are swallowed up? O r are we chaoa ope gleam of hope— the hope that 
going to educate them ns a group of living at last n living culture will be established 
beings in which the freedom of the individual in which the mnsses can have a share althonvh 

i '^"science to develop is not restricted by the rights of the individual nre not abated 
the group mind? Do we claim to relieve and in which, eimilarly, tbe in d M d « 2
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will not appear  ns the selfish beneficiary ° f  from pr imary  education —  is still  today,  over
an inheritance wh'eh ho receives  a s  a  free mos t  o f  the W o r ld ,  at. the s tage  of  he roi c  lite- 
gi f i  a <1 n m's i rrespons  bly,  but. a s  the essential  racy campa igns .  Another  reason for reinem- 
i i ' - . rument  of  tile moral  so l idar i ty of  man- ber ing it is that tliere are still people who 
kind wo nder  whether  p r imary  education for  the

proletar i at  is dangerous.  And above ,  all, we 
World-wide a ims  and freedom in the means  must  r emember  it because  the real  danger  

of obtaining them <eern to  me to const i tute would be to l imit our  tra ining of  the peoples  
the two guiding rules  in any action to foster.  of  the future to the impar t ing  of the rudi- 
by universal  education,  a type of  cul ture  in mentary knowledge  implied in the teaching 
which the motive principle is per sona l  res- of  r eading and  writing,  
jumsibi l i ty.

In the present  day  world,  technical  ski l ls  
Tim developin'  nt o f  the first s tage  of  are b  ooming highly complex  and the desire 

industr ial  expans ion was  faci l i tated bv p r imary  for  iininver.-ulity g rows  ever more  urgent,  
edu ation for the masses .  We mii-t not forget  Civi l izat ion can only p rogre s s  if the m: es
that fact.  It  is par t icular ly significant,  as  are trained sys temati ca l ly  and cr aerently for  
adult  educa t ion— which only the mos t  f avoured  the t a sk  before  them. To ut  is the ult imate 
countries  are a s  yet  entit led to di s t inguish a im of  aduli, education.

The F u n c tio n s  o f th e  "B re a k "
The  reces s  or  “ b re a k ”  in a two-hour adult  a chievement  level a t  which the work  was 

group  m ei t iug is not s i m p l y  t ime wasted f rom geared ,  
the ser ious  bu- ine ss  of  the sess ion,  writes  An-
jr,.]i,..i w .  Cas s ,  exp' if in l i teracy and civic “ 3 . 'File educational  f ac tor s  involved,  such
education for the foreign-born.  ns g iv ing  the individu d an opportunity to

recognize his membersh ip  in the g r u i p  and 
“ Tin* ree. s g / ’ Mrs .  Cass writes,  “ g ive s  an to become aware  of his responsibi l i ty toward 

op po n  unity to t ake ca re  o f  : the g '  nop and to c o o m b u t e  ( have nis opinions
lis tened to ), a chance to  hear expres sed  and 

“ I. The  physica l  faetnrs  necessary for  com- to expr e s s  ‘veal’ opinions  and ideas  in a man- 
foi l  siii'h as  exe rc is e  and p ln s i ca l  change,  m r less formal than the most  informal  c l ass  
tin u p p e r  unity lo smoke,  chew gum,  eat candy,  Session,  an opportunity to . make  plans  tor 
e t c ,  iiini' to y. ntdate  i l l"  room,  a change  lo furore iieiion. er ca ie  s i tuat ions  in winch he
la In vo tioi'edom and ill" fat igue caused by 11 can in dee social  enntaets  with the inellibi I'm
i a wmk done before  coming  to class .  of  ill" gl'niio and beeoine involved in m oil

tlie r ecord’ 11 W and interchange of ideas willl 
I i" psych,  . logical f i' t o r *  involved such one wi os, '  experience has placed him iii the 

ns r"H' ' \  ng lens .ins nn(i n e r v o u s  -t l ain caused  oosirion o( g roup  leader and,  fill'llly, a eh men
Iii ton tong uni s of Work, the rate of s p e d  to gei a cquainted  willi and to unders tand
m which tlie lessiui has p rogre ssed or the people.”

r
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SOCIAL EDUCATION
by

Pi of. D tw a n  C hand Sharma 
/  ioshiarpur.

The Education Minister, Maulana .^zad, fostering of the civic sense are the domain of 
at a recent Press Conference held at New kocial Education. Looking objectively at 
Delhi unfolded a comprehensive scheme of all these subtle differences which onlv aca- 
Social Education. The concept of Social riemicians can understand, one w ill be 
Education may be new to Indians, but it inclined to think that the nomenclature
is widely accepted in the West. Many Adult Education’ should be abolished in
countries like the U.S.A. and the f'nited the interests of clear thinking. In India 
Kingdom have adopted similar schemes Adult Education has come to mean so 
under different names such as Further Ldu- many different things to so many different 
cation, Informal Education and Education people that the best thing is to substitute 
for Citizenship. Social Education is nil iu its place the new and meaningful term, 
these and a little more. In  many ways, Social Education. This Social Education 
it is an extension of Adult Education. W ith should be of two tvpes, for adults, whether 
professorial thoroughness and academic literate or illiterate ar.d for those who are 
precision, Maulana Azad tried to formulate receiving schooling in our educational 
the objectives and to outline the programmes institutions. Nor should it be confined only 
of these two types of education. There to schools and elementary schools at that, 
was nothing new in what he said, but his The Social Man, which this type of educa- 
attempt at clarification was conimen- tion aims at producing, cannot come to his 
dable. That India needs both these own in our Basic -cliools. The Social Man 
types of education no one w ill deny. In goes on evolving all through his life, as 
India the historv of other countries end the example of Mahatma Gandhi shows,
especially that of England is repeating At Scboo; be ;s in a rU(j i nieiUarv stale
itself in manv ways. When the first Reform <;f eT0]u lj0I) ; a, college his further unfold- 
Bill was passed  ̂ in England, an English merit takes place and at a university he 
statesman said, I et us educate our masters. attains to some degree ot maturity " But 
By this he meant that the common man his development does not s'op at that It  
should be so educated as to be able to iK n life-long process which is merely' set 
exercise rightlv all those privileges, which m moljon fJUr educational institutions 
citizenship in a democracy confers upon Mau]ailn Azad lmSj for lhe tjme bei ' 
him. A similar situation faces us in India p]pced this programme before Basic Schools’ 
today, and Maulana Azrd s scheme is an but jj- be r,.nlly wants this education to
attempt to educate our masters. He is, be fruitful, he should introduce it all along
however, thinking not only of the masters tbe |jne_ ^ot only this but he should make 
of to-day but also of those of tomorrow. Ins  some provision even for those who are 
is a two-pronged attack. Adult franchise means described as highh educated. This will 
the enfranchisement of a large number of mean turning India into an educational State 
voters for the purposes of the next election but one wonders if our resources can permit 
and those have to be instructed along the us to do so just now or in the sear-future, 
right lines. But the citizens of tomorrow But ,be long-range police should not be
cannot be defected and their thorough loat sigbl of, thougb our beginnings are
schooling has also to be taken in hand. going to be very modest
Mciulaua Azad is going to provide for the ,
present as well as for the luture. This he Pr(,er'llT'me of ,' <lacut">i‘ J»
is a very wise act of statesmanship. ? al$' comprehensive. Jr: tact, after reading

it one feels as it it is going to be (mother
So far as tbe objectives of Social sped- d kind of education like commercial

Education are concerned, no one w ill deny edu, scientific education, or vocational
their value. The eradication of illiteracy and i . ustrial education. This fear should 
may be the task of Adult Education accord be set at rest. It  should be made clear
ing to old-fashioned notions, but the pro- that our education which has been, all these 
duction of an educated mind and the years, so aimless, is, going to be reoriented



now. Besides other things, it w ill now be in the morning, adolescent schools and clubs 
education for living, living especially in its for young people in the afternoon and 
social context, which is forgotten by us so education centres for adults in the eve- 
ofteu. For instance, regular students w ill nings”. This may be admirable in itself, 
be taught the history and the geography but it appears to savour of over-doing,
of their country in such a way that their This is especially so when one remembers
awareness of social conditions is enhanced, that the whole burden of this scheme will 
They w ill learn how the state is run and fall on teachers. Teachers in India are not 
what part they can play in it. Laws of particularly satisfied with their lot and they 
personal and public health w ill be taught have always complained that there is no 
to them and they w ill learn what clean correspondence between their wages and 
and healthy living is. This is necessary in their work. Now that each one of them 
a country where the average expectation of w ill have to run three schools in place of
life is so low. But the laws of public one as at present, one can foretell their
health require more attention here than in reactions. Unless they are given a fair and 
any advanced country. Once a foreign and living wage, their interest in this
observer remarked that when he went into scheme will be half-hearted. This means
the house of an Indian he found it com- that this scheme will have the same kind
paratively clean but when he came out of reception as the Adult Education scheme
into the street he found it very filthy, sponsored by the British Government. I t
This he attributed, and rightly so, to the w ill be mainly a paper scheme which will
lack of conscience about matters of public not call forth the dynamism of teachers
health. This scheme of education w ill remedy and the enthusiasm of the public. But this
this defect and will give people information may be a pessimistic view. It  is quite possi-
about ventilation and accommodation in ble that the teacher is more public-spirited in
houses, and the disposal of refuse. I t  will free India than in India luled by an alien
give them some rudimentary idea of drainage race. I t  is, therefore, expected that he w ill
and consideration for the conveniences of rise to the occasion and w ill discharge this
neighbours and other members of the public, much-needed duty.
This means the Brayne stuff all over again, When a„ is said and done no one wi„ del,v
buf th ln SbuUld, -n?  fe- a dlS(1UaIi£catl0n: that this Social Education is the need ofAfter all, this kipd of improvement is not d and statesmanship consists in over-
enou'.rh : so long as our standard of living - difficuIties th‘at lie aiiead. That
remains very low, arrangements w i 1 be * prOTince of Delhi has been selected
made for imparting training in a craft and carrvinPg on nn experiment in Social
for improving general efficiency. Due Education * hould Dot make us think thatemphasis w ill be laid on the training of Qther inces are debarred from under- 
emotions and a r t ; poetry, drama and folk *  Even those provinces which have
dances w ill receive proper attention. The inherited the old out.moded British system
cemml ethical lesson that w ill be inculcated of eduCBtion caD fit it int0 their schemes
wnl be one of tolerance. This is mean of educationa] re.organisation. But it will
not only for those who attend schools bn nQt do for these provinces t0 undertake it
al-o for adults though the methods o a£ aD exPerimental measure. Thev should
f ’P ^ n e n n  ? “ ref 6, *  adopt it on a province-wide scale. For some
V i ?! „ h tt Per£apa Maulana newly-created provinces, such as East Punjab,

. t n Z e v  t0 n 1mUch-t the problem is simpte. These have not
^  P‘CtUrf  ,°f vet undertaken the ask of re-organisation

■ , , t  ! ^ S S I T  right earnest. In many wavs thev haverncnt is n rone' nncl not mereJv the state- , , t i . . , -
uicnt of n policy of fa, reaching importance. ° makL “. fresh beBUim.ntI >n dlrec‘* tious. Such provinces should embark on (,

Jt. is, however, the implementation that this sd)e,IIC as early as possible after making
matters more than anvtbing else. For this necessary adjustments. I t  should be reraem-
toi ’, a progianime lias been chalked out bered ,hat if we nc8lect Social Education
which, on the surface, seems to be work- 1 " s0 a* our owri Per11- Social Educa-
aMe. Said Mrmlano Arad, “ I t  is neces- lio" 11 produce not only better citizens, but
sary tlinl the basic school buildings and * lso better men and women. This is really
staff should he utilized to the fullest possible *-lc need India today,
extent by serving as schools for children S. T . T ba chbu .
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Social Education to be Completed in
16 Y ears

B O M B A Y  L E A D S  S O  F A R , S A Y S  Dr. T A R A  C H A N D

by

H O M 1  J. H . T A L E Y A R K H A N

It w ill tnke sixteen years to make the Negligible. I  thought, considering that
country one hundred per cent, literate. seven lakhs of people in the villages of India

!!«,, ,• , , . . , were to be educated.That s an encouragingly short period
considering the enormity of the problem.'’ He agreed. Out of a total revenue of Rs.

"Yes but don’t forget the sixteen rears’ Cr0reS enjoved ^  the Government oftes. tu t tou t to g t, me sixteen years India, to have a budget of onlv Rs. 20 croresprogramme is onlv on paper so far. Let it trir , ’ • , , , b , 1
materialise, then feel encouraged.” GpY  p Y i T  y n0tcient. But he promptly drew my attention

I  was having this conversation with a t0 the fact that provinces were, of course, 
verv interesting personality who has arrived supposed to piny their part and contribute 
in Bombay to preside over the inauguration their mite, or rather might, 
of the First Sovinl Education Week this The Central Goverriment's share in the 
evening at the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. cost was ffieam tn be one.third of the total

He is Dr. Tara Chand, Chief Secretary, cost on the scheme. Seventy per cent of the 
the Department of Education, Government financial burden would he on provincial 
of India. I  could see at once that he was shoulders. I  think they w ill dislocate under 
a man of plain living and high thinking, the weight, heavily pressed as they are 
not of high living and plain thinking like already with a<( hundred and one other 
some of our educationists. commitments. ‘ The same is the case with

t ~  ru  , • . . .  the Central Government,” Dr. Tara ChandI  mean that Dr. Tara Chand aims high; put jn uu
but knows exactly liow far will he be able
to reach, given the set of circumstances in But the outlook is not so gloomy as the 
which he and his Minstrv are placed? He is financial stringency may appear to suggest, 
plain because he likes being honest. Dr. Tara Chand -was happy to pay Bombay

, ,  . ,, . . ,, , the compliment of his impression that it is
Money is the principal hurdle. The horse the most advanced province in social educa- 

of Government policy may find it difficult tion in the entire ccmntry. The United Pm  
to jump it without breaking its back. Funds, vinces als0 made cIaims that 75 ™
Dr. Tara Chand said with a sardonic smile, school-age children were attending schools 
are no fun. I f  Government can muster while Central Provinces were bolstering m,’ 

the funds, social education, literacy, basic their own efforts. H is own province Delhf 
education would make a rapid march m the D r. Chand added modectIvT b d '
battle of progress ....... not a forced march too badlv either. ’ 1 C
such as it is forced to make at present.

The Capital, being the centre, is like alabo- 
PACE OF T H E  M A R C H  ratorv where all kinds of experiments are

carried out, which if successful, are subse- 
Forced marches mar be necessary to coyer quemly recommended to the provinces for 

the distance eventually. So I enquired about adoption, 
the pace of the march.

Hence social educalioti by melas and fares 
In reply, Dr. Tara Chand explained the by mobile methods like vans, training squads’ 

policy of his Ministry. It. was the aim of trying the same teacher for basic as well ns 
Government to set aside five crores in social education, the link ng up of the two 
in the first year of the programme, rising essential processes, are being tried out in 
ultimately to a total recrurrin; grant of nearly this vast experimental field and the results 
R*. 20 crores in the course of sixteen years. have uof been unsatisfactory.



Dr. Tarn Chand laid a great deal of stress The masses do not know what they are 
on basic education. In  Delhi they were voting for. They vote, blindly, with no capa- 
converting all primary schools in the districts city to weigh the pros and cons of the various 
into bask schools. It  builds the personality contending parties. I f  they could read and 
of the child and prepares him for the future, write, their intelligence would be developed 
He learns by what he sees. He does not enough to be able to distinguish between the 
merely cram. good and bad.

N O T M E R E  LEC TU R ES For !j1.e election, there is no chance
They v. 11J vote blind. But from the one after

The teacher does not merely lecture to that, it is our bounden duty to prepare them 
him. The teacher does not show the pupils 50 1nri; ^ 'ey can exercise their judgment, 
what he does. He makes them do it with •^nd this they can do only ii they are able to 
him. I f  lie is teaching them to spin, they ref,d snd write> t0 realize^ their civic duties 
all spin with him, and in the course of it, and r 'g^ts, their responsibilities.
they lenrn a great deal about the cotton they M n s p n i j
are spinning, where it conies from, how "  H E A D A C H E
much the country produces, what amount i  wondered how Dr. Tara Chand thought 
of cloth w ill he turned out and so on. As that a man or woman who has been given but 
the child grows up, books begin to play a four months’ preparation, would be expected 
more prominent part, till at the age of 14, to retain what he or she has learned once out 
he passes into the secondary school stage, 0f the class or school. “ That's a big head- 
and after four years there, he sets out on ache’', Dr. Tara Chand admitted, 
any walk of life he has shown an aptitude for
all these years. After-care treatment of the “patient’ , just

as in the case of sick persons who have recov- 
I  ventured the opinion that it appeared erecj ) ;s niost essential, 

that the new generation was safe from the
infliction of illiteracy and ignorance. Dr. The Education Secretary was focussing a 
T a r n  . band, the realist, refused to be utopian, great deal of his attention on that fact and is 
"W ell, let us hope so, ’ he said sceptically, trying to meet the situation by providing for, 
reminding me once again that money was a and impressing the need of libraries with new 
big problem. books and magazines, exhibitions, cinemas

and other forms of instructive recreation, so 
He hastened to tell me that education that what tbev have learned may not be f or- 

would be without one of its vital limbs if gotten: so that, on the other hand, they will 
social education were not encouraged side want to take a deeper interest in the know- 
bv side with basic education. The essential ledge they have acquired, so that by virtue of 
tliffeteuce between social education and basic it, they will not he misusing through igno- 
i  uentior T that while the one caters to the ranee, the powerful weapon of the franchise 
needs ol the adults, the grown ups, the latter which has been placed in heir hands--the 
teach-- the child, while the one has to be weapon which throughout history has made 
complet'd within a period of four months, and marred Governments of the countries of 
tDe child s education can be spread out over a the world, 
period ol ."vc years. The adult, even if i l l i ­
terate, b’. virtue of h's vears, is supposed to The aim was laudable. But I  asked where 
have quicker grasping and retaining powers would all the teachers come from. An army 
and he lea - s to read and write much more of teachers would be reouired to undertake
quicklv tl .hi he child. the gigantic ask of social education. Who

will  find them, who w ill train them, who will
What would vou regard as the greatest pay them ? 

reason for the adult's acquisition of the know­
ledge of reading and writing. T H E  W A Y  O UT

1 >r. Tara hand did uot hesitate for a mo- Dr. Tara Chand cleared all the difficulties 
men'. He |io:nted out. t ome that with the deftly- Volunteers from college - going 
ra w > '"in  ,?n: r. .,-ry man and woman is students w ill he invited to spare their vaca-
going to h a  vole. The practice had al- tions for teaching in the villages. In  the
re tdv -un-'ed, «•< -i matter of fact. Jim how shorter holidays, like Christmas and Divnli,
were people voting today ? they w ill be given the necessary training for
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their task by experts ; then, during the sum- schools in villages. A ll these could be used 
tner vacation, they would be going into the and, together with the volunteers, would 
villages and spending a month or two or more make up the required sttength without very 
doing what they can to impart social educa- great difficulty, 
tion to the villagers. The response, I  gather- .
ed, has been quite pleasing so far. a accessary proviso, he added, of

course the w ill of the people must be there. 
To save on the expense, Government is I f  they have the w ill, the w ill to co-operate 

trying to have basic and social education "with us, it may be possible to find a way.” 
under the same teacher. In the morning he , , , , , ,
teaches the kids, in the afternoon, the adults. ,,  Ta,s led me to asb A e th e r  it would expe­dite the progress of social education if it was 

Of course, he is given special training to made compulsory to take social education as 
handle his two sets of pupils whose psycho- a qualification for any job among the labour- 
’ogies necessarily differ so much—and he is *nS classes.
also paid ten rupees per month more for doing -n_ ,, , ,  ,, . ,,
the social education work. .. D r  Tara Chand thought it was primarily

the responsibility of the mill owners and in-
3 00 000 TE A C H E R S  dustrialists. Government was contemplating

’ ’ " ' making it compulsory on them to provide
‘‘How many teachers would you require in social education for all the labourers employ- 

all, eventually ?” I  asked. ed by them, but the former were protesting
, ,  , r . , . on the grounds that thev were already hard

3# T ' s\  ■ € ¥ ¥ a :L airady™ ' medi-would be about three lakhs, said Dr. Tara
Chand. Dr. Tara Chand and I  finally parted com-

Phew I pany on the propitious note that the marriage
, of basic education and social education w ill

But the Chief Secretary was quite calm, give a new power to the new generation and 
r He revealed coolly that there were already sense enough to the old not to deny it to 
four lakhs of teachers manning the primary them.

(  Free P rte t)
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Universities and Adult Education.

Our Universities and Colleges have so far The Universities in India can help the 
paid very little attention to adult education movement of adult education in many ways 
\pork. Being modelled on the pattern of and in the critical times through which we 
English Universities, they have tended to are-passing it is expected that they w ill rise to 
develop certain attitudes, which, regardless of the occasion and play the dominant role in the 
how appropriate they may have been at the country’s affairs, allotted to them by history, 
time and place of their origin have no relation
to the present needs of our country. I  do not There is a dearth of suitable personnel to 
wish to suggest that they should leave their conduct adult education work. Adult educa* 
objectives, but in a country like ours, where tiou work requires a type of person who must 
resources in men and material are so limited have the qualities of a public leader and the 
we must utilise all our available resources to ability and knowledge of a teacher. He  
achieve the most needed results. should be a teacher-cum-lcader. He requires

, the best of equipment and training. Univer-
I t  is a truism that people get a government sities can provide both. Bet them undertake 

thev deserve. Ignorant people w ill have a this. In  India, adult education has not made 
government, which, in order to keep itself in much headway because the government 
power, will exploit the credulity of the ignorant thought that this work can be done by irama 
masses and establish a form of regime which ture students, volunteers and school teachers 
w ill not tolerate learning, knowledge and trained to teach children. Government’s own 
free thought which is the basis of University machinery, meant for formal education failed 
Education. This danger is very obvious in to comprehend the nature and the magnitude 
our present-day situation. The growing 0f the task. I t  relied on elements hardlv 
deterioration m our economic conditions, the suited for the task. The Universities m,- 
breakdown in the social and moral fabric of stop this waste of effort, energy and monev 
our society, the worsening international and render a great service to the cause of adult 
situation all enhance the danger. Therefore education by starting training colleges for 
theie is baldly anytim e to lose. We must adult education workers, and producing the 
race against tune. The democratic way of right type of people for the task Adult Educa- 
hfe to which we aspire can be lived only by lion Training Colleges is the need of he hour 
a highly educated people, because it demands and the Universities can easily start them 

;x  the active, intelligent, independent, self-reliant
N and trained cooperation of every member of The Universities can also help the Adult 

the community. In  order to equip ourselves Education movement by sharing their 
adequately, t° maintain the democratic values experiences and knowledge w ith many mV- 
and the democratic order of society, we must fortunate less-educated people who are not in 
educate ourselves. Education is a continu- a position to go through the m ill of' a formal 
ous process and to be fully educated requires college education. They can organise evten- 
n maturity of mind and an experience of life sion lectures, lectures on even highlv technb 
which are achieved only in adulthood. Hence cal subjects can be given in popular way for 
the necessity of adult education. the benefit of less educated persons



The Universities can also hold periodical residential and non-resideutial. Oxford 
camps of a short duration on specific University has got Ruskin College, which has . 
subjects. Last year, the Delhi School of played a notable part in the education 
Economics held a summer camp in Kashmir, of the workingmen of England. There are 
Every year summer camps on current politi- many more such in England, for example 
cal thoughts are held under the auspices of H illcroft College for Women, Catholic 
of the Indian Renaissance Institute. Univer- Workers’ College, Fircroft College, which 
sities can also hold such camps. Not only do have substantial achievements to their credit, 
such camps serve as refresher courses but We can draw upon their experiences, and 
provide a fine opportunity for community suitably adjust them to our requirements, 
living and community thinking. Therefore, it our e hope thnt the Universities
m suggested that the Universities should have reaIise their respPousibiiity al)d do all
Extra-M ural Departments to provide the necessary “ to produce happv, purpose-
necessary link between he Universities and human hJ  a ld good c tg ens of a
the people (o f  various levels of intellectual democratic sociefy ».
attainments.)

Lastly, Universities can start what have
come to be known as Peoples’ Colleges—both S. C. Dutta.

PEOPLE'S UNIVERSITY
S TU A R T E M E N Y .

Do you know that the largest university classes ate dotted over the whole country 
in Great Britain has neither roof nor walls of from John o’ Groat’s to Land’s End, located 
its own ? I t  has neither colleges nor com- in village halls, working men’s clubs, insti- 
mon rooms, quadrangles nor lecture theatres. tutes and hostels. *

Yet its students number over 103,000, In  these classes— held for the most part
which is rather more than twice the total of after the working day is gone, the farm 
all the under-graduates in those solid built labourer, the painter and the plumber, the 
universities of England whose spires and miner and the railwayman study and exchange 
domes are their architectural boast. ideas with clerical workers, civil servants,

Terhaps you w ill cavil at the term teachers and professional folk. Social dis- 
‘•un iversity” for the organisation which t.nctions are unknown to students of the 
goes by the name of the Workers’ Educational cople s l  mversity.
Association but the fact remains that to Housewives, domestic workers and nurses
hose 103,000 students the W .E .A . is the (23>150 of thera) are the largest block of 

t nnersily of the People. students. Manual workers (18,997 in England
The story of its foundation, its develop- and Wales) form the second largest group of 

men!, its achievements is worth telling students, classified by occupations. Then 
because to-day it is not only one of the there are 19,000 workers in offices and shops, 
greatest driving forces in modern education, In  some areas in Durham and Yorkshire, in
but a bulwark of the democratic svstem. , , __the bad yeais before the war, 40 to 50 percent

I t  was founded in 1903 as an alliance of of the students were unemployed, 
the educational efforts of the C o-operative The tutorial class wdth its lecture .y 
movement, the Tiade ^mons. and the attempts followed by discussion is the method of 
of the Universities themselves to reach the stud empIoyed. Students select what 
mass of the people-movements which had subjcct they wailt to pursue and courses 
crystallised out of the mechanics institutes, rallge from six weeks t0 three years. No 
mutual improvement societies and other tutor is appointed without the consent of 
expressions of the yearning for education thp 
which marked the nineteenth century. From
U ur branches in 1904 the organisation has The enthusiasm of the students is remark- 
s-Tcwn to 900 branches, and to-day its 5,500, able. To study at all after the day’s work

2 UNIVERSITIES AND ADULT EDUCATION



takes effort, but in country districts workers Trade Unions and other organisations 
often have to travel miles to and from their provide scholarships which take promising 
classes. students on full-time courses to the univer­

sities, where some of them take honours 
Farm labourers and quarrymen in north degrees and return to the W .E .A . as tutors. 

Wales regularly tramp distances up to five,
even eight miles, over rough country and I t  is not uncommon to find manual workers
mountain passes — finding their way by studying for years on end, reaching degree 
torch or lantern in the winter — so as not standard in, say, economics, and then going 
to miss their education. on to literature and philosophy. But the

W . E. A  does not encourage the breeding of One blind student has been finding his way mere bookworms who make study a hobby, 
alone by road and bus for a distance of seven
miles every week for the past seven years. For the ultimate ajm 0f this People’s

» 1 , . j  . t , , , ~ . . .  University is not merely the broadcasting ofAnd what do they study ? 64 per cent s udy buowled but the building of a better world,
the social science; 24 per cen literature, -n whichk 0Qe CQrner stone wiI] be a gcnuine
music an le ar s, per cen „cience 01 dernocratic educational system with freedom 
biology, and 4 per cent philosophy and ethics. and an opportunity of cental and spiritual

In  all these classes the tutors wage development for all. 
ceaseless war against dogma and the robot men and women whose educa.
mentality. Y  orkers are taught how tpjhink^ ^  yceased the elementary school more 
not wliat to think. alert, more socially conscious and more arti-

. , , culate, the W . E. A. hopes to fit them to
Some 2,000 workers spend their holiday demand tbejr rights and to exercise their 

studying at summer schools where advanced ROcial responsibilities in a democratic state, 
students get the opportunity to do special
research work. That this education for citizenship is bear-

. iug fruit is indicated by the high percentage 
In  August one school is held at Oxford and 0j students and ex-students who are doing 

another at Cambridge, where while the uudê * public work. A recent census shows that 
graduate population is on vacation, W .E.A . 2,342 students have been inspired to shoulder 
students live in collegp. Artisans and tiaues- tbe burdens cf social service on public bodies, 
men obtain this concession for a week oi <50me forty of them are M. Ps, nearly 1,000 
fortnight. They take over the rooms of the are members 0f local authorities, 250 are 
undergraduates, are looked after by scouts , ruagistrates, and many others are serving on 
dine in hall, and for a week or fortnight education committees and other organisations, 
browse in the real university atmosphere
before returning to the work-a-day world No roofs no walls, but for all that a living 
again. A hall-porter in a seaside hotel, who university.
threw up his job in August so as not to misjv .
the chance of going to Oxford, is typical ot . .
the sacrifice some workers make for learning. /VeU,s Chronicle London.

!— p i —-t-m
j ^  ......................  .................. ............

Educational Film and its Possibilities
A D IT Y A  N  Aft AY AN C H A T T E R  JEE.

The first and the foremost advantage of Secondly, it serves as a wholesome and 
the cinema may be assigned to its developing innocent recreation. Specially to those who 
„_d strengthening capacity of our moral work strenuously throughout the whole day, 
characters g t ]?ronf this view point, we may it fills the hearts with a thrill of joy. 
deem good films to be great boons for Thirdly, it may serve as an effective and 
humanity. Great lives like that o. Ran’ a” powerful medium for propaganda, 
krishna, Jesus Christ and Mahatma Gandhi
are sure to elevate our moral character and Fourthly, it  may help a great deal m a 
infuse in us good qualities. scholar's study. For instance, if we want to
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know full description of Tundra region in Russia, America and some other countries • 
the films screened before our eyes, we w ill are spreading mass education at a tremendous
not only learn a great deal about the physical rate by means of films. Once in America,
features of that land and the people inhabit- two batches of students of average merit
ing that region but also such study would were taught a lesson in two different ways, 
be most interesting and lasting. And similar and it was found that the batch which was 
is the case with historical events. Cramming taught by means of films gained distinction, 
from the text books mars the purpose of _ . ,
education while the study through such Besides, this system requires a smaller
cinema shows will not only present vivid mimbe.r of teachers to teach a greater number
idea of the thing but also serve for delight. ?f P“PX s- , But lt should alwaLs be boruein mind that the propagation of misleading

Lastly, it may introduce good reforms ideas by means of films may do more harm 
which are very essential for nation’s progress than good.

The film industry w ill now have to cater To achieve greater progress and to exploit 
for an entirelv different type of audience and ab the potentialities of the film in the national 
to play a major part in moulding the national uPlift of the country, the industry w ill have 
well-being on the basis of the much boosted to organise, consolidate and plan its activities 
Four Freedoms. Our movie-makers w ill have on a sounder basis than that on which it is 
to re-orient their production and use all constituted to-day.
their available resources to give us ideal . , , , .
films with best of talents, technique and The pre.Eent waT ° f f  ?h maf. * 0,Df  lll!i
entertainment values as would fit in with the .wa*  1”  pursu,’1 of f h>s, indl^ dufa l, aIld
current demand of cinema fans. ®el£ sh obl ectlTes not be,p tliePetty jealousies, bickering and disunity bet-

Education through entertainment w ill be ween tbe different groups of the industry will
far more impressive to the human mind baTe to be totally dispelled and all should
than the cut and dry education which the join hands in a friendly and co-operative spirit
students receive within the four walls of an to work shoulder to shoulder for the common .
istitution. good of tbe industry.

Film education w ill be an uncommon spectacle Lavishness in production cost, wastage of 
to us and willbelp us in the choice of our valuable raw films, overhead charges and 
profession. Mechanical way of manufactur- other fanciful wastages should be standardised 
ing daily necessities w ill be shown to us a more economic basis. Cartoon pictures, 
bv these films. Thus the introduction of documentaries, short films and newsreels for 
film in education w ill further the cause of which the P^sent Government has already 
enlightenment in Arts and Industry. In  created a big market at an enormous cost 
a country with literacy below 9 percent the should be developed on commercial lines b}r 
film can play a major and effective role in independent enterprises. As regards the 
the propagation of education for the masses, general films, stress w ill have to be given to

present Indian films with true Indian colour- 
L'roadly speaking, educational films may ing and it should present life and people as 

be classified into the following two groups we see them and not the types that are poles
(1) Films dealing with subjects like His- apart from our culturc> tradition, customs and

tory, Science, Hygiene and Commer- nationallsm-. Neither the apish imitations 
cial Geography, of foreign Pictures and themes nor the sterao-
. typed stories of the past and the present

(2) Films depicting the ideal mode of should find any place in the future planning
imparting education, primarily inten- of the film industry in India, if  this industry Vjj 
ded for the teaching profession. is to thrive and prosper.
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< "  Hunianity Is Under No Compulsion
To Abdicate "

Jaime Torres Bodet to the Fifth Session of the 
UNESCO General Conference.

There are not many places in the world Our greatness w ill lie in serving. But 
where one realizes so clearly as on the banks how ? What can fifty-six assembled coun- 
of the Arno that wisdom and beauty are the tries do to strengthen peace by means of 
twin arches of that invisible bridge which education, science and culture ? W hat more 
leads from the individual conscience—ever can they do—some w ill ask— than they were 

' rebellious against its destny to man’s doing before they joined UNESCO ?
collective conscience ever in search of general T , , __ .
progress. This city’s greatest citizen was an . , accep such a sceptical
exile His D IV IN E  C O M E D Y  confirms it ^th tJlde- .F ifty -s ix  countries, , working 
for us 1 for the lost fatherland is but the together iu the pursuit of so lofty an ideal, 
aspiration to another fatherland that may ?an, together do infinitely more than each in
always be w on-hum anity itself. !folatlou w !‘ hl.n lts own boundaries and bycUVVrt-y J its own unaided means.Every statue, every picture, that we stop
and wonder at here, every Florentine stone First of all, countries working together 
w'e look at, would give us the lie were we so iu this manner can regularly exchange in- 
arrogant as to conceive our mission as a formation, and can agree simultaneously to 
substitute for the original creative mission take the most effective measures to sur- 
of educators, artists, poets and scholars, mount or remove obstacles to the free flow 
Happily, we think no such thing. Our Or- of culture, 
gauisatiou does not so mistake its role. We .
know that to seek to impose uniformity on Again, they can study and try out to- 

’ the infinitely diverse and spontaneous life gather the various modern means of helping 
of culture would be illusory. I f  Unesco men to participate actively in the progress 
should attempt to sap the originality and of the international community. They can 
individuality of the different national cul- undertake together to further all steps which 
tures, it would be unfaithful to its very mm? help educators to form citizens cons- 
origin, born, as our Organisation was, of a cious of their rights and yet equally consci- 
free covenant in which the representatives ous °* their duties towards their fellow-men 
of the Governments strove to speak ou be- every nation, language, race and religion, 
half of the peoples. The reason for our Above all, they can infuse a spirit of 
existence is not to create what none can justice and concord iu their domestic and 
create by order, by rules and laws. The foreign policies, so that there may prevail 
clear intent is rather to serve the creative between peoples aud governments that at* 
minds among mankind by putting them in m0Sphere of mutual confidence which 
more direct relation with the problems of is essential for peace. Such an atmosphere 
the masses, and at the same time to serve indispensable for the success of Unesco’s 
those masses, who, in the louging of their mission also. Only in a world free from the 
unsatisfied needs, aspire towards education, continual threat of war can culture, science 
and through it towards freedom. and education bear their finest fruits.

Thus, in dearly recognizing our lim ita­
tions, we become the better aware of our Fear can corrupt the very aim and 
ambitions. There is no Unesco art, no essence of education and of research. I t  can 
Unesco philosophy. But there are many distort them entirely to meet the demands 
dark places among men ; to light up these of another war. I t  can transform these 
places requires a joint effort ou the part of factors of peace into instruments of hate and 
all the different countries ; a faith which no destruction. I t  is thus of the most funda- 
individual State can furnish, a truth of which mental importance that governments should 
no State is the sole repository, a wisdom do everything that lies w ithin their powers, 
aud knowledge which no one single State to fight against the obsession of war, to *et 
possesses. as members of Unesco not only when they
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6 “ HUMANITY IS UNDER NO COMPULSION TO ABDICATE”

speak at Unesco, but also and still more I  share his concern, for an organisation 
when, outside the organisation, they are dedicated to education, science and culture
taking decisions with regard to all those cannot attain the kind of universality essential
questions which maj  ̂affect our aims and ideals, to it merely by increasing the number of its

. . .  . . .  . . .  rr. member states. The universality of the humanThese are >ome of the things which fifty- _• .. • . .. - ... .• , ., , , , , spirit is not a matter of aritnmetic but consistssix countries cannot undertake separately „_., ,. . ., ... ,. . . . ., . , . , . • , essentially m a unity with diversity of opim-but which, working together, they could J ., . & & > j otis, systems and points of view. Without
ac ieve. that diversity UNESCO w ill not be universal,

This would be a great achievement. Yet and uniess in fact it does seek to be 
it would not be enough. If ,  for instance, universal I  can see no significance in it. 
education does not provide equality of pros­
pects to all men and women— the same men Our york, then, does not lie m the domain 
and women who, on the political plan guaran- where diplomats erect the legal groundwork 
tee collective security with their lives—then of peace. Our work is less spectacular. We , 
collective security w ill rest upon bases which are dealing with the very stuff of culture, 
are fundamentally unjust and therefore un- Wet, w ill culture ever be separable from the 
stable and precarious. So that all couu- political and social circumstances which 
tries may provide this equality, there exists condition it ? For us peace is not something 
a sacred duty of reciprocal help, on some taken for granted, international understanding 
aspects of which Unesco has already made a is n°t a postulate. On the contrary, we regard 
beginning. both one and the other as the result of a

. „ r . series of efforts which must be combined andAccording to our Charter, we are an Inst!- harmonized s0 as t0 satisfy the longing for 
tution whose guiding purpose it is to ensure justice whicfa burns in mall. 
peace by means of international understanding
and to help to promote that international As every year, the fate of our organisation 
understanding by means of education, science is in your hands. You have before you three 
and culture. These are our ultimate aims, main documents. The first condenses, in the 
Nothing that we undertake must deflect us form of specific resolutions, the programme 
from them. None the less, if we would not which the Executive Board proposes to you - 
have Unesco founder in empty phrases, we for 1951. The second gives you the budget 
must admit that peace w ill not be won by us estimates which the Secretariat considers 
alone. necessary for carrying out the resolutions the

Our authority is only of a moral character. Board proposes. The third document, the 
I t  cannot by itself produce the political and Baaic Programme, justifies and explains the 
economic decisions which could lim it arma- other two. 
ments and halt preparations for war. The *  *
path which is set for us is assuredly long and H A V E  W E  A E E  T H E  T IM E  W E  N E E D  ? 
hard.

T, , ,. ,, .-re i,. In  several respects the situation today isbar from discouraging us, the difficultiesc t , , . ,  ’ , . worse than that which faced the world at theof the present hour should rather strengthen , c c , . . .  , ,  AT • .• c- , . . , . , . . .  . end of first World War. Never, in time ofour resolve. Are not freedom of the indivi- , . , , ’ ,
dual, and respect for the dignity of man, the . ias travel bee? s° necfessary. alld
very bases of the system set up by the United PUysically so easy yet administratively so 
Nations ? Without the support of the cumbersome and difficult The frontiers 
common w ill of all the peoples of the world, d ™ tB barbed wire in the war, are still
peace would be no more than a truce under do‘ ted w th  firmly entrenched customs posts
constant threat of new conflagrations. and wearisome controls of currency and pass

ports. Before, it was the armaments mer- 
I  said : The peoples of the world, and I  chants who were suspect; now even scholars 

want to make it clear that I  mean all the and poets are regarded with mistrust. Every- 
peoples of the world without distinction of where we see conflict, or provocation to con- 
ideological tendency or party. Yesterdajr you flict, between ideologies which consider them- 
heard from M. Baugier of the concern of the selves irreconcilable. We are trying to 
Secretary-General of the United Nations at remove from children’s history books a few 
the fact that, whether from permanent abs- tendentious pages, a few prejudiced versions 
tention or what I  hope are temporary w ith- of events. Yet we show no particular alarm 
drawls, not all the peoples are represented at when we see grown-up people applauding in 
our meeting. the newspapers- and on the screen, in books
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'o r  on the stage, everything that flatters Nor w ill it be so for us. After all, if 
nationalist selfesteem, even though it must civilisation has continued it is because, like 
wound the answering sensibilities of other the smiles of those unforgettable faces, every 
nations. culture contains the message of a hope that

Because of the fields in which it operates, haS been tempered and Purified ^  Srief-
and of the nature of its methods, Unesco, “ p 'rrm T T v r ' wnu 4 wwt t n w o m t>in carrying out its mission of peace, must * « * H T IN G  FOR A  F E L L O W S H IP  OF
mainly focus upon the future. The deeper F R E E  M E N ”
it enters into its tasks the more time w ill TT . .
it take to show results; for the habits of Unless it is accompanied by social pro­
thought and feeling, which are the substance gress’ “ atenal progress carries w ith it an im- 
as well as the instruments of its activitv, mense danger- And how can we imagine social 

j  call for patient and difficult adaptation. But p™gr<I?s w*thoV‘; a fair chance for aI1 of an 
are we sure that we all have the time we e caidn bat liberates each one, without the 
need ? That is a question we cannot escape £°^S? . ! 0n . a cu,ltur? «  which each one can 
from. And even if peace is maintained, is *1S aPPittess ? Unesco s very name in-
it fitting that we should not have helped in 11 5 hnks the trin ity  of science,
maintaining it ? cu,Uu5e and education. The realities to

wnicn those words correspond require
The future is child of the present. I f  towards all three of them an equal loyalty, 

we stand aside today we shall forfeit the In  a world from which science were missing 
authority to win acceptance for our ideal culture would again become subservient to 
tomorrow. magic, and education would decline into

As I  said to you in Beirut when accepting “ I 0111* ,  aad Urannical machine. On 
the position to which you had elected me, . , el  a.n 111 a world where progress 
it is our duty to make of Unesco the concience p. ce. ^o c } upon science — where edu-
of the United Nations, and concience can ' on ac-ec le m fluence of humanism,
never stand aside from the main stream of , ca aire v̂as without warmth or v ita lity , 
history. Therefore Unesco must associate 'Te,r, wou - ®fd. by outgrowing the
more closely in the work of the United • . ^ t iat contr°fied Jt 7 - the
Nations. Admittedly, its strictly technical . • • . 1 c .Je m,erely the victim of
sphere is different from that of the political • . . ' anqutsied by his own
organisation of which it is a specialised agency. , , <iuer® yy his conquests, Man,
But that should not prevent it from taking ? • , e wee°  t ie  tyranny °t technical
its part today in the defence of peace — , p  :Jnc ^  lesPonsibility of freedom,
remembering that never before have education, C ° ouger vIlow bow to choose,
science, culture and mass communication Happily, humanity is under no compulsion 
been such important factors in political action to abdicate in order to continue its onward 
and practice. march. The peace we aspire to would be a

I t  is said that Leonardo da Vinci once f h r S d L T i o n U V S S l  ,0tlbui-ld U uPon 
uttered these despairing words; "H a te  sees f t e S t f  nr b ! ni ’ tbe restriction more clearly than love.” Let us not be , teaching, or the placing of culture in
defeated by such pessimism, against which *  fightine f o f a  f e l w S '  COnftrf y ’ Unesco
Leonardo himself so ardently f0U h t . Were f^ , ght “ g f° .  fell°wsbip 0f free men, a
not the smiles of the G iocondaU id of St. feI1°wship of human beings capable of full
Anne painted after he had said th is ’ We self-expression and genuine self-realisation.
ask ourselves today what suffering he had U °,n y Wdd meu thus worthy of the
to endure in order to give being to those “ !a“  1 thlat we sha11 be able to assure
two smiles, which have in them such infinite ‘ p 
wisdom and forgiveness. No ! — for Leonardo, 
hate was not more clairvoyant than goodness.



Social And Citizenship Training
in Adult Education

By
N IK H IL  RANJAN ROY, M. A., B. T .

SHO RTCO M ING S OF DEMOCRACY. Citizenship must not be mistaken for mere
Mankind is yet far from the promised ebgi.bility t0 ™ teand stand for election. I t-a t T. „ T _ t ___ stands as much for certain rights as for

p ea p .. ,waspJea ^a.cq ebf certain duties, and in its most enlightened
f>,0US,sef . ’ r  .M r  %  1 ?  Philosopher of form . means the responsibiIities of a man the 18th Century who had said: Man is . ,  ... , ,, ..., c , . , , . . c .. -  as a world citizen, who is the ultimateborn free but every-where he is in fetters , , , c , ,t ,u t. j 4. a „ bulwark of human peace and progress.In  a sense this is perhaps as true to-day as
it used to be before the French Revolution, SOCIAL E D U C A T IO N  - A R U R A L  
of which Rousseau was the ideological high- PROBLEM
priest. Iuspite of its sublime ideals and
high promises, democracy is in reality the Before drawing up a programme of social 
monopoly concern of the specialist, whether and citizenship education for the rural 
the statesman or the bureaucrat. The community, it is to be noted that of the two- 
common man is the victim and prey to ex- billion population of the world, by. far the 
ploitation by the propagandist and the larger part is rural, particularly in the 
demagogue. To be effective and true to its Asiatic countries. While only 12% of the 
ideals democracy must not remain the close total population in the U. S. A and the U.K. 
preserve of the privileged and the powerful is classified as rural, an overwhelming 
few. In a democracy, government is majority ranging from 70 to 90% are rural 
supposed to be controlled by the general in countries in the Near, the Middle 
body of citizens. This postulates a certain and the Far East. In  China, for instance, 
minimum standard of mental development. 80% of her 450 million people live in villages. 
The common man must be able to take Of India s 350 millions about 85% dwell in 
intelligent interest in the affairs of his state about 5 lakhs of villages, 
and exercise his rights and fulfil his obliga- The problem of Social and Citizenship 
lions in the proper way. This minimum traini is therefore au esS8ntially a rural 
standard of mental development has to be nroblem 
attained through education. Education, or
to be more specific, Universal Adult Educa- U N C H A N G IN G  R U R A L L IF E
tiou is, therefore, a condition precedent to m not be altogether wrong to say
democracy, its implications are vast and inspite of the tremendous march of time
varied. I t  ranges all the way from primary aud pr0gress of civilization, the countryside 
literacy to enlightened citizenship. especially in the East is still in the back-

E N L IG H T E N E D  C IT IZ E N S H IP  waters of life. I t  is mostly outside the pale
, , -t-,, t of extraneous influences.Adult Education aims at making the

individual a complete man who w ill be able We say ‘mostly’ because w ith the march 
to harmonise himself with his environment of time everything must inevitably change, 
and make the best of the physical, social and But the pace of that change is not noticeably 
economic conditions in which he subsists. fast. There in the countryside the common 
I t  w ill also give him training in citizenship man still lives and toils in the narrow world 
which implies intelligent awareness of his of his own circumscribed by his age-old 
position in society, — his rights and duties, traditions, ideas and values. Life in the 
and also ability to exercise those rights and countryside is hedged about w ith so many 
perform those duties in the correct way. fixations, limitation aud 'restrictions. In  his 
The circle gradually expauds — from the narrow ‘shell’ he is seemingly happy, conten- 
limits of the immediate neighbourhood and ted aud “ blissfully ignorant” of the world 
locai society, to embrace the whole gamut outside and its problems. A very popular 
of his rights mid duties as a citizen of the couplet from the folk-literature of Thailand 
slate as well as a citizen of the world, well illustrates this point. In  Thailand
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about 90 % of the population is rural, him the proper attitude towards his own self 
'  The Thai peasant is usually joyous and and towards others so as to give him a sense 

cheerful especially after the harvest, of self-respect and personal w o rth in e s s . 
The climate is ” kind. The land is All human beings are equal in dignity and 
fertile and yields good crops. The worth and all distinctions of ‘high’ and 
peasant is unworried and not much concerned ‘low’ are iniquitious and invalid. A ll 
with the changing currents of progress. He occupations are dignified so long as they 
lives in peace and tranquillity and cannot render some useful service to the  community, 
help singing “Let us be merry, let us be In the words of the poet —  Each thing in 
merry there is rice in the fields and fish in its place is best . Such should be the 
the pond.” What applies to Thailand, in a content of social education. Here is a 
large measure applies to most part of the concrete case. In  the caste-ridden Hindu  
Oriental World. The common man cannot Society, certain classes and castes are still 
keep pace with the changes of time nor regarded as lower than others. Suffering

' easily adjust himself to the needs of the from social oppression and disabilities for
changing world. ages 011 eu(L these unfortunates have become
c ' inured to consider themselves as born low

The common man being the corner stone as a matter of course, inferior to the so-called 
of democracy, it is, the task of Social upper classes. Mere propaganda and pious 
Fducation to help him get over the limitation wishes w ill not go far enough to rid them 
of the rural surroundings and bring him of this deep-rooted complex. Something 
in touch with the broad stream of life. I t  more positive must be done. Removal of
is our task to educate him in the full uutouchability, like other social disabilities,
implications of “enlightened citizenship” and by legislation, insistence on the proper form
its rights and responsibilities. of address and greetings irrespective of

social and economic status, provision of joint 
O BJECTIVES schooling, free contact between individuals

, . , , , and groups, betterment of economic conditions
Against this backgiounc formulate and stress on personal cleanliness are some

and backwardness, we h  of the measures calculated to emancipate? clearly the objectives of Rural Adult Education underpriTileged section of our society and to 
with particular reference to social and civic them a sense of dignity and equalitytraining. We must make it perfectly clear ^  ^
that in  outlining these objectives, no cut
and dried curriculum for formal class-room . . ,
leaching is being laid down. Citizenship (b) Our sacond object is to develop 
training does not simply imply imparting in every iddividuil a regard for th * sanctity 
and acquisition of some theoretical knowledge, of human life. Here in India not very long 
I t  implies active and purposeful participation ago, superstitious rites such as the suttee, 
in the life of the community at all levels and the drowning of children in Ganges 
local national and international. The curri- ( Ganga Sagar) used to enjoy religious 
culum for social and civic education must, and social _ sanction. Even to - day
therefore, contain instructional material and killing of witches and infidels, lynching
at the same time provide situations and of the INegroes and organised genocide are 
experiences for the development of the right not too rare instances of wanton disregard 
kind of understanding, appreciation and for human life. Religious frenzy and super­
attitudes for attaining the desired objectives. stition, racial animosity and hatred still

instigate man to take another life without 
W liat are these objectives ? The most the qualm of conscience. He even extols 

fundamental, urgent and significant objective as an act of virtue. The Law, of course, 
of Social and Civic Education in the context js there to penalize murder. But that is 
of our life situations and problems a re : not enough. Prevention is better than

. penalty, —  social education must step in to
(a) l o inspire in every individual a sense strengthen the arms of the law. The mind 

ef parsooES dignity cad w*rth. 0f tlie common man should be freed from the
The loss of the sense of dignity is generally incubus of superstitious belief and fanacitism, 

due to domination of one person or group so that he may look upon life as sacrosanct 
by another. This domination may be and inviolable. Subject to certain conditions 
economic, social, political or religious, and limitations, the same may also applv 
Social Education attempts at developing in to animal and plant life.
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_(c) Directlj^deduced from this is our third take hi* full si arc in the life ef hi* commu- 
objective which it to develop in cvozy iadivi- nity and country, 
duel a retted  and consideration for all
irreipective of social cad economic status . In  Parts of the world people are
a n i religious and politicos affiliations. Good s  ̂ w lt^out the fundamental civil liberties 
neighbourliness and observance of the princi- a5* Poetical rights, and in some places again 
pie of “live and let live” should be the very there * re numerous restrictions on the exer- 
first article of faith in the code of citizenship. clf® , ,ese rishts. Even in communities 
Lack of consideration for others may have wbl^b opjoy these rights, people generally 
its roots in a feeling of narrow group-loya- are ‘°und lacking in interest and are indiffe- 
lities and prejudices and inability to see the t0̂ 5ds tlle couPtry s political institu-
other man’s point of view through thought- Pons" This may be due to many factors
lessness, ignorance and want of social contact, ite ra n c e  and illiteracy, poverty and social 
Lack of consideration for others manifests backwardness and so forth. In  this objective 
itself in a hundred and one forms. Misuse of sb°u’d be deliberately p aced before
public position, misuse of public cofiveniences, and tbe curriculum should at every
mutilation of library books, etc. are some of s ,ep. asiz  ̂ this point. Establishment 
the common instances that bring out the point civlc and political institutions and coufer- 
of emphasis on this essential aspect of “ ' j 11 o f,.ngb s ™ tho.ut corresponding civic 
citizenship. and political education is fraught with

dangerous consequences. The example is 
(d) Yet another objectives of social and “ ot ‘ ar seek. The way in which the 

civic education far the cemmon man in the local self-governing institutions in our 
village will be to arouse in him a sense of country usually work is an ample illustration 
kinship with the rural commnoitv of which of, the case. The aim of social education 
he is a part and t® broaden that sense of w ill be to arouse civic and political cons- 
kiaship into an understanding and realization ciousness and create active and intelligent 
of the fact of mutual interdepends ce in the interest in the political life of the country, 
social, economic and cultural life of the couti- (f) The last but not the least part that 
sy a* a whole. Social Education is due to play so to elevate

This would be an offset against the grow- ‘he individuals mental plane fro a IocjS and 
ing caste aud class consciousness which is “ “M0118* attachment* to am awareness of his 
fast disintegrating the once compact commit- duties aod ©oJigati-aos as a c?.tjzesa of tli^ 
nity life. Various factors, e. g„ caste divi- The vast implications of the fact
sions, religious differences, social stratification ‘ hat in this age of scientific developments, 
and intrusion of money economy stand in the whether we like it or not, we have become 
way of the development of a community J?art ° ‘ what Mr. Wendell W ilkie has called 
sense and desire to co-operate in matters of O1?6 W o rld ”, have to be understood and 
common interest. The idea is to foster a realised by the ordinary men and women, 
social sense and a co-operative community Tbe world has become a single unit and 
life through active participation in various PeoPles and nations have become neighbours 
types of community activities. This is the ‘n a,mc)S‘ ‘ he same sense in which individu- 
most practical and constructive approach to a,s ar.e neighbours. The curriculum should 
the problem of rural regeneration. Such contain a simple and clear exposition of the 
(raining w ill awaken in the individual the natural interdependence of the nations in 
feeling that he is an integral and actively economic and other vital matters and presen- 
co-operating part of the local community tat‘011 of the fact that their differences in 
and w ill also enable him to realize that in a Physical appearance and in social customs 
wider national sphere, the social, economic and practice are due mainly to different cli- 
and cultural life of the whole country is the matic, geographical, economic and historical 
result of co-operative and muturally inter- reas°ns and that these differences by them- 1 
dependent efforts. This w ill also help him selves do not constitute any valid reason for 
appreciate the concept of “ Tnity in diversity” regarding one nation as superior and the other 
which is the essence of all cultures. as inferior. The “ Herren Volk ” theory of

. ‘ he Nazis is entirely perverted, fallicious and
(c) The next aud perhaps the most im- detrimental to human welfare and world 

portant objective is to increa-:® the awareness peace.
on jh»  part »f the conjnaoD roaa of his civic The objectives enumerated are but illust- 
SHd polities! duties sod rtghii. so ‘hot he may rative and not prescriptive nor exhaustive.
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Social Education is an elastic, comprehensive merely imply dissemination of relevant infor- 
and dynamic concept. I t  provides for special mational knowledge through formal teaching 
treatment of any particular situation in the as in a class-room. The programe must in­
light of the sociological background of any elude different types of activities and ex­
particular rural community and may, there- periences which give meaning and life to 
fore, vary in details in different fields of ap- the knowledge imparted. In  fact, the 
plicatiom acquisition of that knowledge must as a rule,

Eastly, as has already been pointed out, be the result of participation in such acti- 
the Social Education curriculum does not vities.

I

Universities And The Gandhian Plan 
Of Rural Education.

By Dr. P. N A R A S IM H A Y Y A .

The remarkable development of adult This presents a serious problem in all
education in this century has brought the countries, but its proportions are increased 
influence of the universities more and more enormously in agricultural countries where, 
to bear on society. But rural society and its as in India, it relates to about 80 per cent 
problems of adult education naturally differ of the population. The main objective which 
in various ways from the urban, and the light such a situation sets for all projects of adult 
of the universities should spread out also to education is to replenish rural areas contin- 
the rural population, especially in countries uously with the knowledge and the practical 
like India where it constitutes 80 per cent skills essential for increasing agricultural and 
of the total. This influence should not merely other productions and for promoting a healthy 
filter down, as the old phrase had it, but flow and co-operative life.
regularly into the life of the ^ 1  population This is> obviously, a many-sided task and 
and aid their growth in kno g , what is more difficult is that the many sides
operative life and craft skills. have t0 be dea]t together, in co-ordi-

,, . . . nation. Rural education projects have to
In  India, as in other countries, the ruia be nluiti-purpose in character, since education 

population consists mainly of agricultuial js d jrectiy conditioned by other factors like 
workers and a small number of weavers, tbe jow standard and uncertainties of the 
carpenters and other craftsmen, a few gentle- economic life, the poor health condition^ 
man-at-large, and some merchants and lane - t jie jacb 0f proper reCreation and the weight 
lords who are the politicians and leaders of o{ o]d traditions. A rural education project 
the village. Usually, in the bigger villages, if it js t0 be really effective, has to include 
there are pumary schools and dispensaries, a number of correlated objectives and is thus 
and sometimes also a post office and a reading neceMari]y wider than an urban project' 
room. A  weekly fair, musical recitals, open- “ 1 J
air theatricals and readings from the epics A D U I/T  E D U C A T IO N
are their usual entertainments.

The question is often posed whether 
3f- But their life is not, as in the idealized literacy is not the essential precondition of 

pictures of it, pristine and idyllic, a life of any effective adult education, especially in 
ease, simplicity and innocence. The village the rural areas. This question is answered 
dwellers have their quarrels, intrigues and by the condition of the peasantry in almost 
low standards of life. They are mostly very all countries. The Indian peasantry, for 
poor, illiterate, content to follow the tradi- instance, is illiterate in the ordinary’sense 
tional craft methods, incapable of enterprise of the term, but not without a considerable 
or change, and forced to migrate to urban and amount of adult education-—a good degree of 
industrial centres under the breakdown of craft skills, knowledge of the agricultural and 
the rural economy and the decreasing utility other productive processes, and some ideals 
ot their old craft-skills and home industries, of culture and citizenship or co-operation.
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Not 'only cultural and general education and their liberal provision in free libraries
but also technical and craft training has been and reading rooms in the humblest rural
of a good working standard among the Indian areas. In  this task of the production and
masses in rural areas. The rural artisan, revision of text-books and the creation of
agriculturist, carpenter, mason, sculptor, libraries, the universities may xuake a direct
weaver, dyer, metal-caster and other craftsman contribution,
absorbed the traditional lore and craft
technique in their apprenticeship under the The direct participation of the universities 
village seniors would also be useful m planning exhibitions

of modern developments in science, technolo- 
On the other hand, literacy, the habit of gy and the modern inventions, 

reading and writing seem to have proceeded
at their own pace. But the slow progress of TE A C H E R S ’ T R A IN IN G
literacy among the rural population need not Further> the universities as centres of 
be a bar to the progress of fundamental teacher. trainil]g have a direct contribution 
education either i n h u m a n i t i e s  or techm- tQ t0 rural education. The most effec­

tive single agency in rural education is the 
Tire cultural and technical levels of a trained teacher. On his training and charac-

community need not necessarily stagnate at ter, °n his outlook and rural bias, not a little
its levels of literacy and book-reading. India of the success of all programmes of rural
and other countries illustrate this paradox, education depends. _ His influence is indefin-
Of course simultaneous progress'in literacy able but real and widely pervasive. The uni-
would be all the better, but the better need versities should send out men and women
never be the enemy of the good. Literacy teachers imbued with the ideals of the simple
should not set the pace for adult education. ’ life and of service. Special courses may be

provided to train them for their rather 
The text-books now in use in urban and difficult and dreary tasks in their rural eu- 

rural areas are unsatisfactory both in quan- vironments. 
tity and quality. Their content is often alien
to the culture and life of the country and Life in a village is not attractive in itself, 
particularly of the villages and the vast In  the enviroment which it provides, there is 
masses. Besides, the books exclude almost bound to be a steady deterioration in the 
entirely the aesthetic side of life and educa- work and professional skills of even the best 
tion. Hardly any books meant for primary trained personnel. The teacher, medical 
and high school studies cr for adult education practitioner, engineer, agricultural expert and 
in urban and rural areas contain a single others in the rural areas inevitably deterio- 
reference to any great work of art or the rate. Cut away from the facilities, stimuli 
lives of great artists, either of this country or and opportunities of urban centres, without 
other countries. Music, painting, sculpture, contacts w ith their fellow professionals, they 
architecture and even classical poetry and stagnate and decline even in their zest for 
drama seem to be almost tabooed from our work. The young craftsman who leaves 
current text-books. In  other respects, too school at the age of 15 or 16 to work in a 
they need urgent improvement, in their village feels very soon that he is urgently in 
hlerary styles, modes of presentation and need of some help in the way of extra studies, 
illustrations. The techniques of all occupations develop, and

. . some of them rapidly. Even agricultural
Books which are not correlated w ith the and farm-yard activities need constant study 

Inc of the peop.e aie worse than useless, to keep up with new improvements in the 
1 ley impose an education and mentality technical skills and the knowledge of soils 
which have no roots in the living interests of aud fertilizers, cattle-breeding, choice of 
the people and create and accentuate the seeds, tree-grafting, etc. The same applies 

ifference between the educated classes and in even greater measure to medical practition- 
ie vast masses. ers jn smajj out-lying towns and villages-

The foreign medium of instruction has The duty of the universities in regard 
u-->° been a contributory cause. However, an to these skilled workers in rural areas is
immediate need of rural adult education is clear. Directly, or through appropriate
1 lie preparation of books in the national regional agencies like people’s colleges or ins-
languages, with a suitable background aud titutes, the universities should organize
useful subject matter; their constant revision; regular refresher cotirses of training, and
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periodical summer schools and conferences to This co-relation of education presupposes,
refresh and improve the professional workers of course, an intensive study of the local 
in the rural areas. conditions and resources, — of the flora and

and fauna, the mineral resources, etc. It is 
The provision is as important as all other interesting to recall in this connecetion how 

provisions and inducements to rural work in the ancient Indian University of Taxila, 
put together. The refresher courses are Javaka, who was a student of medicine, ( and 
the coping stone of the whole edifice, who later became the physician to the 
Attractive emoluments and other facilities Buddha and the conrt-physician in Magadha ) 
may bring in, initially, the required per- was asked to study all the lacal plants around 
sounel, but in a few years the smug adaptation Taxila and make a report on them as a 
to the simple and static rural environment part of his graduate examination, 
brings in stagnation and decay; and the
problem begin* all over again. For au intensive study of the rural

resources, it is essential to devise a chain of Yet another and a very important service research units or other suitable agencies,
which the universities may render _ is t e adequately distributed over rural areas. The 
intensive study of rural problems in ieir resujts 0f SUeh a study would make an im- 
researcli departments. Concentrated rfsearc portaut part of the content of adult education, 
into rural economy, rural health and ol er besides, of course, forming part of the national 
problems would yield valuable results hot survey of resources and also of providing a 
for adult education and also for general rura useful line of work for the scientific man- 
development. power of the country.

It should be possible, as in the U.S.A., to . . . .  4 . . .
locate the experimental and research units Another important factor governing rural 
in the rural areas themselves in selected education programmes is the large body of 
places and staff them with full-time worker*, traditional knowledge which has been the 
The workers should be concentrated on local mainstay of the People for ages and is still 
programmes and local resources, conducted in used with success. This is the working 
dose co-operation with university departments, scientific knowledge of the people. It may 
national institutes or laboratories and the be crude and empirical, but it has worked 
government departments of research. Their for centuries and has become part and parcel 
results would enormously improve the content °  the Me of the people All new schemes 
of rural adult education and focus it on local of adult education have to reckon with this 
problems and resources. One of the great inherited lore, and take a serious risk in 
deficiencies of modern rural edcation pro- ^ c in g  on it innovations which are not 
grammes has been their non-co-relatiou with sufficiently well tried and adapted to local 
tu! r,7r,l-nviroment conditions. The hasty teaching and intro-

e rur # duction of new methods, which later proved
t n r  a t  ppttOTTRCES useless and worse than useless, have en-
LOCAL REbUUKWta gendered considerable criticism and in-

, . difference towards modern programmes of
It is necessary, for instance, t rural uplift and education,

methods included should be consistent witn
the local resources. The villager should be « .  j  r
able to use the soils, plants and minerals of the adaptation ( P,aDning’ therefore,
the area if he is to benefit by the education “ d th* J  ‘ h<“  1° f the programmes to 
imparted to him, and not wait on impossible , . , ai1 ardly be over­
imports from distant areas or on costly 1 
laboratory products. He would be more
interested to be told which kinds of grasses A further factor governing the success 
growing in his village are better for bis of rural programmes is their adjustment to 
cattle ; which leaves available in the locality the seasonal preoccupations of the people, 
form better manure; which local soils are Each area has its own seasons of work, rest 
more fertile and for what crops ; which local and recreation, its sowing and harvesting, 
remedies may be applied for cattle disease its fairs and festivals. Any educational 
and so on, rather than be told either the programme may well fail by being badly 
methods of the laboratory or those of highly timed in relation to these preoccupation^ or 
advanced countries. other local features.
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TRADITIONAL AGENCIES careful development. This should be oue of
the primary tasks of any project of rural 

\\ hat are the indigenous and traditional adult education. All adult educational pro­
agencies that have brought about the present cesses must be co-ordinated with the inti- 
spread of knowledge, craft skills and cultural mate natural processes of rural life, its pre­
ideas in the rural areas ? What are the vailing traditions and working lore, 
methods of adult education that have hither­
to operated in India ? But, of course, of far greater scope than

these are the modern instruments of audio- 
The main agencies have been, besides, of visual instruction, printed books and journals, 

course, the teacher in the village school or the local and regional libraries and reading 
pathsala, the acharyas or the classical scholars, rooms, travelling library vans, and other 
the pandits and their seasonal readings from modern apparatus; and institutions like the 
the epics, musical recitals of heroic ballads, people’s colleges, or adult education sections 
weekly fairs, the travels on business or pil- in high schools, and the organizations of 
grimage, the village dramas and dances, and provincial and central councils of adult 
the seasonal festivals. Many of these have education, and others, through which the 
decayed or disappeared in the general de- universities and other institutions of higher 
terioration of the rural life and the moderniza- learning may propagate modern knowledge 
tion of the urban. The natural processes of and technical skills for rural as well as for 
rural life need, however, earnest revival and urban welfare.

Adult Education in Australia
D a v e  S tew a rt.

No organisation has done more to pioneer University Adult Education Board was es- 
adult education in Australia than the tablished which has carried on qnite success- 
\\ orkers Educational Association. It was fully ever since. A feature of this Board s 
established in every State in the Common- programme, which has given a lead which 
wealth between 1913 and 1915, but in Western other adult educationists in the east would 
Australia it did not survive the first world like to follow, is the organising each year of 
war and has never been revived. a summer school within the university itself,

In every other State it succeeded in its w,hi<:h’ ^  its affiliated colleges lends itself 
first important task to secure financial support admlrably for suf  factions. 1 his school is 
from the respective State Governments to en- desigaed Primarily to provide an inspirational 
able the State universities to establish and “  well/ s a recreational holiday for people 
maintain tutorial classes, and to persuade drawn from all over the State, many of them 
the university authorities to accept the prin- Ieaders of twhatever cultural or education 
ciple of joint control of these classes, and this activities there may be m their own loca 
partnership has been the major factor in community The value to these people of 
all developments since. even a week or a fortnight spent in the

company of others who share their intellec- 
In Western Australia, between 1919 and tual and cultural interests and actively join 

and 1928, several abortive attempts were made with them in a very varied programme cover- 
by the Federal Council of the W EA to revive ing lectures, discussion groups, arts and c rafts, 
the Association and establish a similar part- music and dramatic productions, is not to be 
nership. These efforts did, I think, serve to measured in statistics or judged by the quality 
stimulate and keep alive the interest in adult of individual work, but students do leave it 
education work, but no effective organisation with the feeling that they have had a wonder- 
was established until about 1928 when the ful experience, and most of them with the 
Carnegie Corporation gave the University of determination to come back again.
Western Australia, in common with all other
universities in the Commonwealth, a substan- In the other States the work developed by 
tia! grant for adult education work. A the WEA and the tutorial class departments
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has followed a pattern, which with certain scheme, has by a process of trial and error 
necessary variations, is familiar to WEA folk worked out some valuable guide notes which 
in Britian. Tutorial classes are the principal are supplied to each new group. The WEA 
feature. But we are accustomed to define as organises a ten-day school each year in dis- 
tutorial classes all groups taking courses of cussion group techniques. The tutorial class 
ten lectures or more. The result is a consid- department also prepares and supplies each 
erable variation both in the length of the group member with a little four-page paper— 
course, in the work required from students T a \  about—which, in addition to news of new 
and in the size of the group. We have actual- groups and new courses, discusses the difficnl-
ly had turorial classes with enrolments num- ties groups are experiencing in getting the
bering well over 100. The average enrolment best out of their group meeting and out of 
in all classes in NSW in 1948 was 31.4. the material supplied to them.

This certainly has a detrimental effect on _ ... , , ,
.• the quality of the work done, but as finance , qua i y o e work done by some of 

has always been the controlling factor in e . g 0 ps’ ju g e  tbe ^ rltten report
determining the number of classes w'e could !L ti3i utors, and also by occa-
organise, it has always been difficult to limit , ' 8 tips r a tutor, when this
the enrolments in these classes for which , e a ls r5™ar :̂ablt\ h’gh- Many
there was a popular demand when the number S1U en s T' ° ,  aTe ad experience of both
of classes was stricly limited. class work and group work have expressedof classes y their prefererice for tlle iatter_ j n the wr;ter’s

DISCUSSION GROUPS. opinion, a group of- mature students would
The limitation of finance as well as the certainly get more out of it than they would 

vast area to be covered has tended to concen- out of a large lecture class, and even with 
Trate class work in the large centres of popu- begmners’ the number who carry on from 
S io n  This weakness led, in New South ^ c o u r s e  to another is evidence that the 
Wales, to the launching of what is known as sch^m^ f .ls probably. the most important 
the Discussion Group Scheme. A somewhat by Austraha to adult
similar scheme has been in operation in New education techniques.
Zealand for some years and _ the project in Probably the biggest problem ahead of the 
New South Wales was based, in the first ms- movement is that of future control. ^The 
tance, on that experience. weakness is the fact that following the initial

Tutors w'ere engaged to write courses of impetus of the first-turn or three years it 
lectures varying in length from five to fifteen, became very difficult to persuade the various 
and to write them in a form that would stim- State Governments to provide the increasing 
ulate discussion and further reading. That funds necessary for an expanding service, 
in itself was an art which had to be learned. New' South W ales grants for adult educa- 
A lecture written to stimulate discussion is tion remained stationary from 1918 to 1941 — 
neither an essay nor an information bulletin, except for the depression years -  1932 to 1938 
though it may contain some of the elements —when *bey suffered a substantial cut. In 
of both. These courses are supplied to South Austriaha the amount of public money 
groups of from five to eighteen in any part of allocated for adult education has remained 
the State. Each group is also supplied with stationary at (approx.) £3000 a year from 
a selected book box on loan from the adult 1918 to the present day. Apart from Govern- 
education section of the public library. The meut grants, both the universities and the 
lectures are not supplied in bulk except to Association received substantial assistance 
the group leader. They are posted to the between 1926 and 1940 from the Carnegie 
group at fortnightly intervals. Any group Corporation, 
applying for a course must undertake to meet ,
regularly to discuss the lecture set. They ®Son ™  * 1 ". a .. gr? wi" ?  Tt'
must select their own discussion leader and State Governments tl-ft s* n 5,nos'. °\  1 u 
must also appoint a reporter whose duty it is S s ln tM  s e ^ c e  fn a L  ^  d r “  1S 311 
to write a report on the discussion to a cor- t™ ; “  y  .m?dein democracy
responding tutor to w-hom they are attached. £ * ! at 11 recluires a much larger measure of

y financial support than their annual doles to
The success of this scheme depends, of the universities and or to the Workers’ 

course, very largely on the quality of the Educational Associations. In New Smlh 
leaders and reporters. The tutorial class Wales, Victoria and Queensland the ;;<ate 
department, which is responsible for the Governments have substantially increased

y
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their allocations to it. Tasmania is following teaching service for classes it was prepared
suit now, and the Commonwealth Govern- to organise, but without result,
ment has also entered the field, not bv provi- ^
ding or subsidizing any teaching service, but ,fThe Board bas «  abhshed centres m 
by the preparation and' publication of mated- <3mte a ™ mber of comltr?  tow" s ,alld orga;
al, particularly a fortnightly series of pamph- f ,s”  each £ a.r . a Programme of classes and
lets known as Current Affairs Bulletins and lefc‘ U„r”  in Br,sba.ne; “  f tarted Y ltb agraut
by Discussion Posters. of £ f ° °  1944 ( ' t,ul^ Ie” t tb?grants paid to the university and the W.EA

Increasing expenditure by Governments upto 1939). This grant has been increased
must necessarily bring its own problems, every year until it has reached, in 1949, the
Even if the expenditure is channelled in figure of £23,000.
the same direction in the shape of increasing In victoria the Government passed a Bill
grants to the agencies in the field, the State Jn , 946 establishing an Adult Education 
must assume some measure of responsibility Council. The committee responsible for 
for the quality of the service it is subsidizing dr#fting this naeasuse was alive to the danger 
or paving for. Just how this should be of too direct political control. The Council 
exercised is not a simple issue and is being js established as a statutory bodv, with an 
approached in different ways in each of the initU1 grant of 25,000 a vear (since increased 
four States where progress has been marked to 30>000) and its staff 'is free from PubIic
m recent years. There is also the question Service Control. The Bill leaves the Council 
as to what extent the Universities should free t0 deYe]op its own H It may work
accept, or be entrusted with, the control and with and through other organisations if it so 
management of adult education, and what wjshes. In practice it is wholly responsible 
should be the function and place of voluntary itse]f for all thc service lt provides, and its 
organisations. regulations appear to me to make it very

In Queensland the approach to these difficult for any voluntary organisation to 
questions was not dictated entirely by work with it.
educational considerations. In 1939 the The Council took 0Yer al] the tutorlaI -  
Government withdrew all grants for adult class service previously provided by the 
education work which it had hitherto given liniYersity. These have been carried on and 
to t.ie university and to the WEA. The slightly extended in Melbourne, but outside 
circumstances which led to this made it very 0f Melbourne class work has been dropped 
clear that it was inspired by political entireIy. The Council has concentrated on 
animosity against certain individuals Any organising and running a mobile theatre
adult education service which seeks to which takes good professional company into 
promote the study and free discussion of the towns and villages throughout the S ta te - 
con LiO'.eiSia issues must always be liable organising concert tours for high clas* artists 
to attacks of this sort. The Commission and organising popular summer schools, 
appointed by the Government to inquire into somewhat on the lines of Western Australia, 
charges which had been made entirely but one wonders wby it shou]d be considered 
exonerated both the University of Queensland necessary to put, in Iheir prospectus for these 
tutorial class department and the W EA and schoolS) a statement to the effect that atten- 
recomtnended increased financial support, dance at lectures is optional.
It did, however, criticize what it regarded as
certain administrative anomalies. Neither In New South Wales, the State with 
the university nor the WEA were asked to which I am most familiar, the Government 
reply to this criticism. The grants were in 1942 set up a small Adult Education 
immediately cancelled. The W EA has Advisory Committee to advice the Minister 
maintained itaelf ever since as a purely on the expansion of adult education. Thi 
voluntary body, and has had considerable body was enlarged in 1944, and given the 
voluntary service from the staff of the title Adult Education Advisory Board, 
university. Five year* later ( in 1944 ) the Increasing funds have been made available 
Government established an Adult Education each year until 1949 to provide for expansion. 
Board. This Board is responsible to the The 1949 allocation remained at the same 
Minister for Education. No representative figure as 1948 (20,000). This is in addition 
of any voluntary organisation has ever been to the grants previously given through the 
appointed to it. The W’EA has made several university and to the W EA and brings the 
approaches to it for assistance in providing a total amount of public money available for
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adult education to 30,770. The expansion aspirations of the people themselves. These 
grant has been allocated to the various desires may be stimulated, but stimulation 
agencies engaged in the field on the advice will be difficult and, iu a large measure, 
of the Advisory Board. ineffective if the stimulator cannot secure a

The Board has prepared a report recoin- service to satisfy the demaud created. The 
mending a comprehensive plan of expansion physical conditions are, also, a verj7 important 
which has been accepted by the Premier in factor. The Government should encourage 
principle, but at present there is no sign of alJd assist local government bodies and^r . 
its being implemented. The following are community associations to establish comm ti­
the main principles which the WEA has en- n'ltY centres. These centre should provide a 
deavoured to establish as the basis of this plan, natural home for all kinds of adult education

'  activities. Part of this assistance should
The State should assume the main fiiian- take the form of part payment of the salary 

cial burden of a comprehensive adult edu- of competent wardens, approved by the Adult 
cation service. To do this effectively it Education Board. The Board should nego- 
should appoint a Statutory Board with direct tiate with the university or other appropriate 
approach to the Minister for Education but agency for the training of such wardens, and 
with no direct political control of its adminis- also for the training of youth leaders and adult 
tration. The main function of the Board educators. A most important function of the 
should be to plan to stimulate and to coordi- Board’s officers should be to investigate and 
nate and to supervise the work of agencies report ou the need for providing assistance to 
supported by the Board. It should work local committees in the organisation and 
through other agencies wherever possible, running of their own adult education activi- 
and, if need be, should stimulate the formation ties. This would also introduce the principle 
of suitable agencies where they do not exist of paying for work done which, in my opinion, 
or organise its own teaching service where is a rauch sounder principle than giving 
necessary. grauts for work which an organisation might

Adult Education, if it is to be a success, hope to do.
- must have its roots in the desires and

Blind Professor Leads Anti-Illiteracy D r iv e
By G I L B E R T  S E D B O N

[ A blind man who, born iu a fn lla h 's  ( peasaut’s ) hut, has risen to be the most 
powerful figure and dominant influence in modern Egyptian literature, is 
today leading a crusade to stamp out illiteracy and raise the general standard 
of education in Egypt.]

He is Dr. Taha Hussein Bey, Egypt’s new Minister of Education.
Taha Hussein, Graduate of A1 Azhar aud on a budget of £  1,000,000, the figures are 

the Sorboune (Paris University), author, poet now two State universities, 97 schools, 3,000 
and philosopher, hopes to extend the benefits teachers and 80,000 students with a budget 
of education throughout the Nile Valley, increased to £  20,000.000. 
the cradle of civilisation.  ̂ But 85 per cent of the 20,000,000

His plan is to establish primary schools Egyptian population are still illiterate, 
iu all villages, secondary schools in all towns The blind Minister faces a million boys 
and cities, agricultural, commerce and  ̂ arts an(j  gir]s clamouring for entrance into schools 
and crafts schools in the chief  ̂provincial which do not exist and an acute shortage 
centres and two new otate Universities. of teachers. But the man who has overcome

Himself a blend of Eastern and Western his own grave handicap will not shrink from 
culture, he is anxious to expand cultural the challenge of his new task, 
ties with both East and West. Dr. Taha Hussein Bey, a slender man

Egypt has made big strides in the field of medium height now in his fifties, is 
of education since achieving political in- considered as one of the most progressive 
dependence. Statistics show that while educationalists in Egypt. He was the first 
in 1920 there were only nine secondary among Egyptians to apply scientific methods 
schools W lh 200 teachers and 3,000 students of analysis to Arabic literature.
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His daring innovation in the teaching Nahas Pasha, selected him as his Minister of 
and interpretation of Arabic classics involved Education. His appointment was welcomed 
him in a vigorous fight with the Rector of throughout the country, particularly by youth 
A1 Azhar, the largest Moslem University thirsting for learning.
m the world.  ̂ Or. Taha Hussein Bev has formulated a

An early champion of co-education, Taha £l0 0(J0 000 five.year-plan to tackle the
Hussein is not only a novelist, historian and —  educatjou in Egypt.
essayist of great power and sensitivity, but F
also a forceful political writer.^ He was Determined to cheek the tendency to
the only man who dared to criticise some concentrate on the improvement of higher 
phases of the political careei of Saad Zaglilul, education in the cities, he wants to extend 
founder(0f the Wafdist party who is known educational facilities in the rural areas. He 
as the Father of the Nation . He las also wants to bridge the present gap between 
also challenged the educational policy of prjmary and secondary tuition and protect 
successive governments. education from politics, particularly party

LIFE STORY politics.
The life story of Taha Hussein is in Political activity in the Egyptian univer-

many respects that of modern Egypt. sides “ spoils the campus atmosphere ” and
Born of a poor family of fe l la h e e n ,  blind- causes most of the students to prefer street

ness cut him off in early childhood from his demonstrations to the classroom, he said, 
surroundings and his companions. Only Official statistics of examination results show 
gradually and with difficulty did he become a marked decline over the last ten years mainly 
aware of the world around him. He insisted due to absence through political activities, 
that he should be sent to the or village
school, and like any other boy he took his Dr. Taha Hussein’s educational re­
share of work and play, success and humilia- forms include improvements in the curricula,
tion textbooks, examinations and internal organi-

He learned the Koran ( the Moslem Holy sation of schools. They also provide for the 
B o o k  ) by heart, and at the age of 13 was establishment of agricultural schools in pre­
sent up to Cairo in the charge of an elder dominantly religious and technical schools in 
brother to study at A1 Azhar University, industrialised areas and the channelling of 
From there he was sent at Government ex- students towards the field for which they are 
pense to the Sorbonne in Paris, where he best suited.
readily absorbed Latin culture and met the meet the shortage of teachers in
French girl whom he married in August . eiementary and secondary schools, the Minister 

There followed, as he (Said in the dedi- intends to use University graduates and Azha- 
cation of one of his books, “ light after dark- rjsts, even though they do not possess teach- 
ness, companionship after loneliness, and jng diplomas. For higher education, he int- 
happiness after misery. ” ends to call on foreign teachers—French,

Doctor Taha Hussein returned to Cairo, English, German and Italian—to assist the
where he became Dean of the Faculty of Arts Egyptian staff, 
at Fuad Aw il University, and later Director-
General of Culture and Acting under-Sec» Sports and games facilities are to be devel-
retary of State for Education. He was large- oped in all types of schools, 
ly responsible for the creation of the new . , , , , -
Faruk Awal University at Alexandria of He also hopes, by frequent exchange of
w h i c h  he became the first Rector. He was scholars and students and >mprovedlibranes 
awarded the title of Bey for his literary t o  d e v e l o p  new and strong cultural links with

the outside literary world.

But his progressive ideas and political Dr. Taha Hussein also has plans to en-
leanings towards the Wafd or Peoples Party courage the study of the fine arts and to raise 
barred him from higher posts, and he was the standard of the national theatre by giving 
forced to resign from Government service in increased help to Cairo’s Royal Opera House 
1944. where some of the best theatrical companies

With the return of the Wafd Party to of Europe come each year to perform before 
power early this year, the Prime Minister, large audiences of Egyptians and foreigners.



Experts to Seek Best Adult Education Methods 
at Unesco Sponsored Seminar.

” j S .a term S,° Hch in ShlCe 1947> Unesco has instituted a new meanings,_ and so varied in its applications, kind of conference — the Seminar. The
it atn!iJeS!nt1 ^ gld, definitl.on* In ° « e Place, Seminar brings together educators from a
onnUrJ A =5® T ™ *  U\ the curing of liuniber of countries to examine important poultry disease, and, in another, a course of educational problems. These educators make
lectures or debates on 15th Century music, plans of action applicable to their respective
imnrove ^ S“ k t0 help man countries and prepare information material
nd to ,nTIr0I.ln’ cnt> t0 improve himself- which can be used on a national or an inter- 

- ’ ‘ o l ® J  beyoild h!s T1>laSe and beyond national scale. The Seminar, as well as
bfotherhoTd of !n°glllSe thC " UerdePendent being a real international gathering, is a 
hood called the wo”  d ’ “  ‘ h'  " " « hb« » r- i» international under-

Seeking to improve the methods of adult APPRENTICESHIP AND
'fucation, experts met in Austria, in a RE-EDUCATION. *
UNESCO-sponsored seminar. In the country
n beie experts meet, there is already an The most effective ways of achieving this 
old tradition For adult education. were sought by the specialists meeting at

. i n ,  , Kreuzstein. They knew that in adult edu-
t In a 3U|et country hotel, on the shores of cation the best results are not realised 
Lake Mondsee m the Austrian Alps, education through conventional educational means, 
specialists from some twenty countries met Adult education is to some extent both a 
tor a seminar on adult education organised complementary and a compensatory process; 
y nesco.^ it js par[]y a)1 apprenticeship and partly a

From June 181h to July 29th these edu- w« ' k ° f 
canonists gathered at the Waldhotel, in The problem is not so much how to teach 
Kreuzstein, about 25 miles from Salzburg, a given subject or to import a given technique 
continued part of the work begun last but rather how to cooperate in helping men 
year at Elsinore, Denmark, bv the first Inter- a,ld women to develop a wider understanding 
national Conference on Adult Education to ajld use of life, 
be held since the war. _

lhe Kreuzstein Seminar was more than
Embracing every kind o f  study and every an °PP01'tunity for the experts to compare 

form of technical and cultural knowledge methods and exchange views ; it offered them
adult education has become one of the most a cbaI1ce to give on the spot demonstrations
important modern problems and one of the adldt education methods, 
mo^t universal. At Kreuzstein, they studied the many

But it has an over-riding purpose -  to adllU cducatJion1 methods used in different
defend that cause of peace in men’s minds £ ? W tlc.sAnd their discussions will be com-
to “ awaken,” as M. Torres Bodet Unesco’s’ b^ e.£.™ th prac* c demonstrations such as 
Director-General, told the Elsinme Confer- exhlbltlons and film shows, 
ence, in the conscience of every adult an The experts were divided into- four 
awareness both of his personal responsibility study groups under the Seminar leader, 
and of his intellectual and moral fellowship Hr. Sven Bjorkluud, Dean and founder of the: 
with the whole of mankind.” Stockholm University for adult education

and world famous authority on the subject-
It was with these words in mind that the

Elsinore Conference laid down two funda- TOWARDS A COUNTRY SPIRIT
mental princples for adult education — unity
of aim and free choice of methods, “that The first group studied the ways in 
should lead, through education, to a type of which the adult education is organised and 
culture in which _ the motive principle is administered according to local and nmtioual 
personal responsibility . needs. Through the exchange of ideas and
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experiences their work should produce a loping among adults a community spirit and 
useful guide to both the organisation of adult an international outlook.
education programmes and enlisting of The fourth group dealt with the arts,
support for them. and with the problem of leisure-hours.

m  The four group leaders are: M. Jean EeThe second group studied the intelkc- y  ,e ( Fralice Mr. S. Whitman (United
tual and scientific training of adu ts through A,ex Sim ( Canada ) and Sig.
classes, lectures, study-circles, films and radio. ’ Car]o (Italy)#
It also examined questions of specialization •*
in subjects connected with the students’ The Seminar considered the possibility
work and the popularization of science. of establishing an international centre for

adult education, which would not only serve 
“  Social and economic training ” was to train educators, but would also bring

the concern of the third group, in which the them into touch with statesmen, writers and
expert considered the best ways of deve- tradeuniou leaders.

Some Notes on Educational Programme 
- of UNESCO.
P. C. BANDHOPA DHYYA .*

It is a painful sight to see men hating one the nations must fulfill in a spirit of mutual 
another and at times one community waging assistance and concern; and that the peace 
war against another. When men were iso- must therefore be founded, if it is not to fail, 
lated in different groups, seperated by natural upon the intellectual understanding and 
barriers and by very difficult means of moral solidarity of mankind.” 
communication, there was at least peace ; but
as we have become civilised and have The field of science remains the pioneering 
come to live so near one another, we tend example of universal assimilation of know- 
paradoxieallv to divide into camps and also ledge gathered by different people in different 
seem to deny to fellow beings the usual countries at different periods and utilsing it 
amenities and~ comforts and even surplus food for the benefit of mankind. It is a historical 
and clothes, for those who need and are fact that much of this basic science travelled 
handicapped to produce them. In such a outward from the East and in the assimilation 
world of distrust and of lack of sympathy any of knowledge there has not been any diserimi- 
programme of international co-operation in nation in the sources of such knowledge, 
the intellectual fields of education, science, provided it stood the test of repeated obser- 
atid culture may provoke a cynical smile, vations and experiments and fitted into the 
But with a little cool thinking we must agree subsequently growing volume of informa- 
r. ith the preamble of the constitution of the tion. In the fields of education and culture
Unesco that “ since wars begin in the minds the methods of spreading their results
of men, it is in the minds of men that the have taken shape according to periods of
d e fe n c e s  of peace must be constructed; that prosperity and of peace, and have declined
ignorance of each others’ ways and lives has under relative pressure of circumstances. Un- 
been a common cause, throughout the history like scientific studies and researches, you do 
of mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust be- not have the universality of language and tech- 
i ween the peoples of the world through which nique. Therefore any programme of education 
':e r differences have all too often broken into or culture on a world level cannot be made 

war; that the wide diffusion of culture, and the to suit all needs and all people. Certain 
education of humanity for justice and liberty general requirements may be prescribed and 
a n d  peace, are indispensable to the dignity of some local problems may be studied by 
man and constitute a sacred duty which all experts from different countries. The

A ialk given in the mm dens of the Adult Education Board, Delhi Municipal Committee, Delhi.



question of the very complex human element awakening in all men the conviction that in 
-is there, and above everything the genius of the world of today all peoples are interde- 
the people has to be taken stock of before pendent, 
you may expect to make both education and
culture living processes of social growth. Much progress could be made, and many

errors avoided, if the experiments carried
I may therefore say, without being misun- out throughout the world in education and 

derstood, that at this stage the role of UNESCO psychology were better known. Unesco 
so far has been one of a clearing house for collects such information and promotes its 
information. This they have done by bringing distribution. It considers such information 
together experts to pool their experience and to be a means of perfecting educational 
have published a monograph for the benefit of methods. Its function here is therefore not 
those engaged in the work, and also by spon- merely the passive collection of educational 
soling pilot piojects and seminars where you data,- but the acquisition and distribution of 
have the benefit of experience of field workers knowledge, with the object of improving 
and of exchange of ideas and information, methods of teaching and of promoting con- 
Iu thê  seminars and the pilot projects the structive international purposes. It pays 
enthusiasm of work is reinforced by solid special attention to fundamental and adult 
facts of devoted study and the knowledge of education, and to the training of maladjusted 
success in other countries. children.

The idea of international collaboration em* I would here mention the work in the 
phasises action by member-states of an inter- field of fundamental and adult education at 
national organisation. Otherwise it be a fool- the service of Member States with a view to 
hardy experiment to have teams of workers encouraging and assisting them to establish 
recruited at a central place from diverse or develop fundamental education, adult 
countries and then to release them for work education and the education of maladjusted 
as over the heads of the people of a country, children. To this end, it encourages experi- 
Unless people take up the work, no imposed ments in fundamental education and, where 
activity can live after the force of impact has appropriate offers the organisers of such 
been withdrawn. Many, therefore, fail to have experiments the assistance of teams of experts, 
sjTmpathy for the UNESCO because they have encourages the setting up of training and 
no faith in acting for themselves. Some may production centres for fundamental education, 
question what is the necessity, then, of the stimulates the formation in Member States 
international body, and the answer is that of national associations or committees for the 
the body provides the momentum and the development and improvement of fundamental 
atmosphere and gives the advantage of the education; cooperates with universities, in 
knowledge of other countries. The collabo- the initiation of research into the best methods 
ration offered with information, seminars and of fundamental education, in assisting them 
pilot projects leads us towards a single to take an active part in fundamental educa- 
community of human beings only seperated tion compaigns. 
by natural barriers and by differing social
organisations. In the field of fundamental and adult

education I am afraid the achievements during
I give you now an idea of the trends of the past 4 years, if listed, will appear too 

thought prompting these activities and their small for an international organisation. There 
lines of action. Better educational methods, have been many changes in personnel, and 
and education readily accessible to all, are the question of staff is still on the anvil hist 
not, however, ends in themselves. The final men from all countries are not available for a 
objective must be to equip man to play his longer time to yield practical results. T mr 
part in the modern world in harmony with use a metaphor and add, that the missions 
his fellow men. Today, it is no longer sent by UNESCO, projects initiated 1/. 
enough that he should know his own land UNESCO, seminars organised by UNESCO, 
and his fellow countrymen. He lives, were meant to serve as switches of electric 
whether he wants to or not, in a network of lamps, the current carrying wires being the 
relationships spreading far beyond his own national groups. I leave it to you to judge i he 
frontiers. Peace cannot be achieved by benefits from the seminar recently lv) ! ;u 
passive means. It calls for devotion and Mysore. It is to be followed bv a pilot projcci 
courage as steadfast as in time of war; a in India early next year. There is also a-pm. 
new approach must be found to the problem, ject of a public library in Delhi, on . In. ius,,i
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ration of UNESCO, which may show the way to devote time essentially to scientific workers, 
in which a library can help adult education, but we welcome all types of enquiries and try »  
Similar things have been done in another to offer as much help as possible. Oil your 
areas, notably in China and Latin America. part, we would urge that you should meet

people (you have the Indian Adult Education 
From our office we can offer or lend you Association) and arrange to take your views 

the publications on the subject, and I am and suggestions to the Indian National Corn- 
sure you will have from them food for thought mission for Co operation with UNESCO, and 
and impulse for action. Our office is staffed take the benefit of assistance of UNESCO.

Madras Gets Ready For Adult Franchise
By

S. VISW ANATHAN

An enlightened electorate is the most of the education sj^stem ; and for the first 
essential pre-requisite for the success of time, adult education finds a place in the 
modern democracy. Under a system of budget and in the programme of the Govern- 
adult franchise, every man and woman in the ment. 
country must possess enough educational
background to assess the needs of the com- The Government of Madras have put 
munity and the country and to cast his or through this year a four-fold programme of 
her vote intelligently. adult education in the state. It provides

firstly, for adult literacy schools for spreading 
In India, which will shortly hold its first social education among adults ; secondly, 

general elections under a system of adult for training of the staff for this social educa- 
franchise, literacy among the people is far tion work ; thirdly for rural colleges in which 
below the desired standards. And the cam- higher education to adults who have already 
paign of adult education, initiated by Mahatma had some kind of education is provided in 
Gandhi, has assumed tremendous importajtice order to solve the problem of rural leadership; 
in Republican India. and fourthly, for audio-visual education, i.e.

,, .. for education through sound and silent films
W 1 th the entire national educational wilich have been specially selected for their 

system coming under the new re-orientation, a(juit appeai 
it is adult education that today calls for the
utmost urgency. “ Each One—Teach One” is “ i f  there is a trained adult education 
the slogan of this campaign. This article worker in a village, there is no need 
outlines the adult education drive in Madras ior fjje other constructive workers in it — 
which runs more, than one thousand schools it js thjs suggestion of Mahatma Gandhi 
for the province s elderly men and women. that is sought to be implemented to the extent 

The Government of Madras in the possible in the remote villages, of the state 
Ministry of Education have brought about fey the Government by training teachers for 
many far-reaching changes in the educational adult education work. Limitations like lack 
outlook and one of these is the change in the of funds for whole time workers in
attitude to the question of adult education. this fe2ard ln evei7  -village and also lack of

educated men who would settle in the villages 
Till recently, the government did not for the purpose in adequate numbers and do 

recognise any responsibility in the matter ; sustained work have forced the government 
and whatever was done in the field of adult to utilise the part-time services of teachers in 
education was done by individuals and by villages. Teachers in elementary, higher 
voluntary organisations like the South Indian elementary and secondary schools, as also 
Adult Education Association and the Andhra the staff of arts and professional colleges in 
Library Association. This policy has chang- the state are encouraged to run social educa- 
ed end Government have recognised that tion centres attached to their institutions, 
adult education should form an integral part These teachers are given special training not
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onty in the technique of adult teaching but villages. Mobile films units to supplement 
also in what to teach. Men and women, other the activities of the social education centres 
than teachers, who have passed III form or have been provided for and five such film 
VIII standard at least are also trained. vans have been purchased by government.

TRAINING FOR TEACHERS The Central Government have sanctioned
6.86 lakhs of rupees towards the adult 

The education of the masses has become education scheme in the state and the Mardas 
so urgent that adult education teachers have Government have decided to spend a similar 
to be put into the field rapidly. Hence a sum for thls PurPOse. Tbe number of adult 
training scheme by the Madras government TOters ln thls country under the new Cousti- 
In this training ' course intensive training tution would be somewhere in the region 
is given in the theory and practice of adult of 160_millious ; and in the state of Madras 
education in quick methods of literacy. The a ône it is 26 millions. As a contrast to this 
scheme of adult education for the state which ^gure ,tlie literacy percentage for the whole of 
has been approved by government is told to India is only 14.6 percent and for this state 
make as many adults as possible literate in >t is only 8.1.
as short a time as possible while at the same ‘ ’The whole conception of democracy will 
time widening their knowledge and interests fall to the ground unless we have an educated 
so as to make a permanent acquistion and to electorate" declared the Maharaja of Bhava- 
give a further education to those who are nagar, Governor of Madras, inaugrating the 
literate but whose education was very ele- first South Indian Adult Education week 
mentary and therefoie incomplete. As the celebrated earlv this year, 
main objective is to make these adults useful ' .  „
and responsible citizens of this country, to The Maharaja added : The structure of
make them better members of the society, it the republic, however high-sounding, how* 
is commonly called social education. The ever far-reaching our aspirations may be, 
task is so vast that government alone can- can be brought to nought if our masters,
not tackle it as finance is not half so im- that is to sa>T> the voters, owing to their
portant as the need for workers. Its ignorance, or their apathy^ to exercise their 
successful accomplishment is thus possible Figllt without discriminating and understand- 
only if every educated man and woman iug‘ Education is the key-note to such 
co-operates. understanding.”

At present there are a thousand social He said : “ When we take up this work, 
education centres at work and so far a when we put into practice our motto ‘Each 
thousand workers have been trained by the 0!,e to teacb one’> let ns be careful to see 
state. The government have under active tl]at our metbods are adapted to the people
consideration a comprehensive scheme of ^ e. have t0 teach- In India our main problem
enlisting the effective co-operation of both is in l.he villages ai,d let us adapt our methods
officials and non-officials in working these suit the methods by which our instruc- 
social adult education centres successfully. tions can be most easily conveyed to them

It is especially important to tackle the women- 
The scheme would also provide for folk and for these we should have, wherever 

implementing Gandhiji’s exhortation to possible, women instructors.

l i £ a ^ P^ ^ m u r S ti0nSJ r tf r a:i'  ■ The Adult Education movement started 
villages " Everv nrfa * sa 11 af 1 '? U1. in Madras a decade ago under the auspices of
^ i S S S ' i n t h * J L ™ 3 MV1°d - pr0feSS01\al the South Indian Adult Education Associa- colleges in the state would be given grants to tion> an un-official organisation of leading
crgams merits holiday settlements in public men and women, mostly educationists, 
villages underHhe guidance of some o. the The atmosphere *t the time of the inception 
professors. The Government also encourage 0f the movement was different from what if 
the preparahon on scientific hues of su.tabie is now. Although, even then, a popular 
adu leading books. ministry was in office, it had neither power

The Government of Madras have also * or the inclination to compass long-term 
opened six rural colleges, three for men and leorm s-
three for women. These rural colleges are F,ven the formal sympathy evinced Ux 
designed to give higher education to those the Rajaji Ministry was encouraging enough 
who have already had some education in the to enable the Association to keep "’aloft the
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standard of adult education during the troub- A new chapter was opened for the adult
Ions times of the Second World War. Under education movement as a whole with the
the auspices of the Association training realisation of independence in August 1947, 
courses in adult education, short-term as well and the formation of a full-fledged popular 
as long-term, were initiated and they helped ministry in the Province. A separate depart- 
to mobilise the moral sympathy of the people ment under the Director of Public Instruction 
for the cause. Propaganda was carried on has now been formed to deal with the
in every conceivable manner and the asso- question of adult education in the state and
ciation was able tonally a good number of gives an impetus to the movement in every 
stead}' workers for the cause. way possible in the state.

P.T.I.—Feature Service.

Unesco Discloses Deficit in World 
Communication Facilities.

Still Too Few Newspapers, Radio-sets and Cinemas,

For the first time, information on the Ethiopia there is 1 radio for every 2,000
world’s facilities to see and hear by means . inhabitants. One of the world’s leading
of press, radio, films and television has been producers of informational or documentary 
assembled in one volume. Unesco has just films is Canada.
published a lively, illustrated book entitled t . . .
“  World communications press, radio, film, Out of the 10,412,000 radio sets in Asia, 
which gives an assessment of the world’s °yer 80 million are located in Japan. And
total equipment for spreading information ^  I 011 know that in the U.S.S.R., news-
and ideas by these methods of mass PaPers are published in more than 70
communication. different languages ?

This volume will interest man}', and not Unesco undertook the preparation of 
just the experts, for the appraisal of the this Volume at the request of the United 
world’s apparatus for communication has Nations Sub Commission on freedom of
been presented in simple, direct fashion. Information and the Press. It was prepared

in the Division of Free Flow of Information, 
IREbS the section of Unesco which joins with the

The volume begins with 20 brightly U.N. in efforts to promote the freedom of 
coloured and illustrated pages of maps and ° f  information. The Sub-Commission made
charts. It gievs brief descriptions of the use tbe book at its annual session, which
facilities and organisation of communi- took place at Montevideo last month, 
cation in more than 160 countries. There
are many interesting, sometimes surprising ON THE SPOT SURVEYS
facts.

How well informed are you about the The collection of facts and figures that 
modern India of information ? Did you wenf ?nt0. the, “ f  'ng of the volume was 
know that ? After the United States, India “ rned out under the direction of a young 
is the world’s largest producer of entertain- Canadian professor of political science, Albert
ment films, producing about 250 feature films £  ,the ^ estion
each vear. That the country in the world ? f communication by press radio and film
that reads the most newspapers is the United for a niimber ,°f ? eals\, Available t0 hl™ _ _ • , i were the result of on-the-spot surveys ofkingdom, where one newspaper is sold ,. , ... c ....y , y7 r ’ . o press, radio and film facilities, carried outdaily for each 2 people. by Unesco’s Technical Facilities Divisions

In the United States there is more than in 43 countries and being extended to the 
one radio set for every 2 people, while in entire world.
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The book opens with a series of coloured journalism, distribution of radio transmitters 
maps, charts and pictographs showing at and receivers, developments in television, 
a glance how the world s people are served number of cinemas, film production, film 
by their communication systems. imports and other basic information.

The next section highlights the individual
pattern of communication for every country The third section consists of details data, 

number and circulation of newspapers mainly statistical, for the reader seeking 
and periodicals, news agencies, schools of facts and figures on mass media in any area.

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  v a r i e s
FROM CONTINENT TO CONTINENT.

World AfnVo North South . . _  ^
America- America. sla‘ Europe. Oceania.

p o p u l a t i o n
Total
2,351,113,000 193,359,000 210,908,000 105,295,000 1,247,731,000 581,642,000 12,188,000

PRESS
Total circulation 
of Daily Newspapers.

218,764,700 1,920,650 58,155,750 7,302,500 27,423,400 119,776,000 4,186„000

RADIO
Total number of 
Radio Receiving Sets.

160,686,211 927,266 87,194,534 5,698,600 10,412,643 54,202,111 2,248,057

FILM''
Total number 
of cinema seats.

44,375,200 877,650 15,107,000 3,519,000 4,146,000 19,036,000 1,669,000

%



Directory of Adult Education Organisations
and Agencies.

The Central Office of the Indian Adult 9. Production of films and other audio- 
Education Association is compiling a visual aids.
Directory of all organizations and agencies . . . .
engaged in adult education work. The types 10- Orgamsrng of radio h stg ing  groups 

B. , .. to such as those organised by the variousof activities hat the Directory proposes to State GoveraJ nts iu the villages.
cover are as follows :—

1 Running of evening classes, night 11. Giving training in cottage vocations,
schools or courses for adults. domestic work, first-aid, hygiene

and sanitation.
2 Running of libraries or reading rooms.
3 Organising of lectures, discussion 12. Extra-mural activities of Universities

gfoups or reading circles. such as extension lectures, etc.
_ . . , , . . . . . _______• Apart from regular organisations set up

4. Organising o ex i ’ for tbe specj£c object of promoting any one
economic or socia top . of tbe above activities, a large number of in-

5. Organising of agricultural extension stitutions like co-operative societies, welfare
w0rk. departments of naillŝ . trade unions, clubs and

. . rural development departments of State
6. Organising activities for the popu ai - o overmnents are usually engaged in such

sation of arts such as dramas, paint- actiYjtjeSi All such agencies are requested
ings and music and arranging classes tQ send informatiou about them to the
for learning the above ar s. Organising Secretary, Indian Adult Education

7. Running of museums. Association, 30, Faiz Bazar, Delhi.
8. Production of literature for adult edu- A questionnaire has been prepared by the

cation work such as primers, books, Association giving the points on which
charts, etc., as well as follow-up information is required and can be had from 
literature. the Central Office of the Association.

/
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NEWS Sss©mi FAR NEAK^s;^
EDI CATION AD CARAVAN purpose of the Conference is to bring together

With a view to intensify the programme active workers in the field and to give an 
of audio-visual education in rural areas an opportunity to them for exchange of ideas 
“ Educational Caravan ” has been devised and experiences and “  to prepare for the next 
by Shri S. S. Mathur, Director of Education, stage in the war against illiteracy The 
Delhi Province. Conference will consider how best to co-

The Educational Caravan comprises of ordinate on an enduring basis the work of 
a fleet of four vans — a Cinema Van, two official and non-official agencies so that the 
Mobile Exhibition Vans, and a Mobile Stage two lyPes of organisations may function as 
the Cinema Van is fully equipped with complementary’ to each other.

n ^ ™ 'str*P Pr°jector, Along with the Conference an exhibition 
11C.  ̂ 1 ill ampHfiers, of literature, charts, primers, follow-up
microphone, etc. The Mobile Stage has been material will also be organised, 
built on a special type of trailer with collap- c . _ ,
sible curtains, amplifier, footlights, etc. The faix Conferences have been held so far
two exhibition vans contain models, charts under the auspices of the South Indian Adult 
and demonstrative materials relating to Education Association in Madras, Coimbatore, 
Health, Anti-Malaria, Nutrition, Maternity Adyaf ’ VeI1°re, and Vettapalam ( Guntur 
Child-Welfare, Agriculture and Adult Ditera- District ). A special Conference at the time 
cy. A Circulating Library is also contained of Dr’ Daubach s visit was held in March last 
in the vans. In addition portable merry- year wlth tlle co-operation of the Government 
go-rounds, sce-saw, giant-wave, strides, of Madras-. Regional Conferences have also 
swings, vollev-ball sets, foot-ball sets musical been held in iamilnad, Kerala and Andhra 
instruments, drama costumes, folding chairs Desa> The Association celebrated State-wide 
and tables, shamianas, kanats, etc. are also lu,e.racy week in the month of February, 1950, 
carried in the vans. All the four vans have wljich aroused a good deal of enthusiasm for 
been fitted with electric generating plants. tIns work-

With the help of the Educational Caravan ADULI EDUCATION STUDY GROUP, 
the Social Education Department is holding The Government Training College for 
‘ three-day-melas in villages. Sports and Teachers, Julhuidur Punjab (I) organised a 
athletics for adults as well as children Social Education Study Group in the month 
are organised. Exhibitions and demonstra- of May. Principal C. L. Kapur at the 
tions relating to health, nutrition, child- inagural meeting held on 11th May explained 
welfare, agriculture and basic school crafts are the aim and purpose of the course. He said 
also arranged at the time of a mela. Peep- that the way- to resolve difficulties and solve 
shows, films, plays, bhajans and songs are also problems is to put our heads together and
organised. follow the Study Group Method of puzzling

The Educational Caravan was inaugurated out solutions of social problems. The 
by the Hon’ble Maulana Abul KalanT Azad, present course, he emphasised, was intended 
Minister of Education on 30th April, 1950 to give a chance to men and women engaged 
and since then has organised a number of iu the business of social education to come 
successful melas. Recently Janab Safiq-ur- together and to exchange their views and to 
Rahman Oidwai, General Secretary of the crystallize their ideas regarding the aims, 
Indian Adult Education Association, presided content and organisation of Social Education, 
over the concluding function of a mela Among those who addressed the Study Group 
organised in Kir Village and Prof. Abdul were Shri Raujit M. Chetsingh, Vice-President 

\ Majid Khan, Indian Consul in Saudi Arabia, Die Indian Adult Education Association 
presided over a similar function in a mela in and Editor Indian Journal of Adult Education,
Bakhtawarpur village. Miss A. C. Currie, Dr. L C. Khurana,

SEVENTH SOUTH INDIAN ADULT Mr* , tlnm
EDUCATION CONFERENCE. & gb d M N " D' S dh

The South Indian Adult Education Asso- The summary of talks and discussions in 
ciation is holding its Seventh Conference at the Group have been published and copies 
Taujore City in the last week of July, 1950. can be secured from the Principal, Govern- 
Slid IC S. Ramswamy Sastriar will be the ment Training College for Teachers,
President of the Conference. The main Jullundur.
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BOOK R E V IE W --* ^ -
Education in an Era of Transition

by I. L,. Kandel

( University of London Institute of Education ) price 2s. 6d. pp38.

This booklet consists of three lectures shall have the education which shall enable 
delivered by Professor Kandel at the Univer- them to develop their individual powers and 
sity'of Eondou in 1948. In it he deals with bents. Equality of educational opportunity 
proposals for reconstruction of education, does not mean the same type of education 
emerging problems, and the study of educa- for everyone. One great problem is that 
lion." There is not a great deal in the of breaking down the prejudice in favour 
booklet that will be new to those interested of the academic type of education. Professor 
in progressive education, but the points Kandel does not seem to do full justice to 
which Professor Kandel makes are ones the part that the multilateral school can play 
which need continual emphasis. His in doing this.
analysis of problems is good but his construe- In tbe booklet great emphasis is rightly 
tire proposals for meeting the problems do on fact that education must not be
not take one very rar. too mucb a matter of Government action

He points out the widespread recognition and systems, but that the people themselves 
of the fact that the welfare and prosperity must be interested in it, and must take an
of every country depend on the right kind of active part in working out the kind of
education being given. The essential feature system they want.
of such an education is the recognition of the Jn the last iccture the author emphasizes 
worth of each individual and this means a tbe ;,nportance of a study of the theory 
radical change from the standpoin a and practice of education, and advocates 
the State comes first and that the in ivi ua a fu]jer recognition of the importance of 
must be moulded according to its _ needs. It the snbject by tbe Universities. Pie has some 
is therefore a challenge to totalitarianism. very pertinent things to say about the training

There must be equality of educational of teachers. This is a booklet that can be
o , ’ utunity and this means not only that reommended to all who are interested in
all children shall be educated, but that all education.

W . M. Ryburn.
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