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Messages to the Indian Jeurnal of Adult Education
on entering its eighth year.

From the Hon'ble C. Rajagopalachari, Member for Education,
Government of India, New Delhi.

“My best wishes to you in your great work.”

C. Rajagopalachari,
[ Government of India,

New Delhi.

From D:r. Amaranath Jha, Vice-Chancellor, Allahabad Universty.

Senate House,

Allahabad, Dec. 14th, 1946,

“The Indian Journal of Adult Education has during its short existence
done such valuable work that it has become indispensable for all those
who are interested in the vital problem of adult education. The Journal
can easily become even more useful if a larger number of persons
subscribe to it and if all those who in any shape are associated with
the movement will send periodical accounts of their activities, We wish
we could issue the Journal in some of the major languages of the
country and thereby reach a very much wider range of readers. But
for this purpose funds are needed. |l fervently trust that under the
altered conditions in the country the Adult Education Movement will
receive wide and generous support.”

Amaranath Jha,
Vice-Chancellor.
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1. Early in February of this year the
Editor of Indian Journal of Adult Education
will leave for England. He hopes to be
able to visit educational centres not only
in England but also in Scandinavia and
perhaps America as well. From time to time
we hope to be able to publish in the Journal
his reports of the new developments in
adult education work in these countries.
We are sure our readers will give him their
best wishes for a fruitful tour.

ALL INDIA EDUCATION ASSOICATION
CONFERENCE RESOLUTION.

Elsewhere in this issue we print an ac-
count of the Conference and a selection from
the resolutions. There is one resolution in
particular which deserves special mention. It is
that which emphasizes the need for a “suffi-
cient number of trained and full-time wor-
kers”. In education as in any other social
movement, it is the enthusiasm of volunteers
which guarantees the life of the organisation,
but enthusiasm must be fed and directed by

experience and training. Every lasting
movement knows that the full time
worker is needed in order to give

permanence and stability. In a subsequent
issue of the Journal we shall publish an arti-
cle on the work of the Tutor-Organiser in
England. This is a full time work which
aims to co-ordinate and stimulate both the
demand for knowledge and the supply of
tutors ; it i8 a necessity in some form or other
if the work of adult education in India is to
grow.

It is a corollary from this that such workers
should be paid at a reasonable rate., In
England such tutors are usually appointed to
university staffs and are paid the equivalent
of a senior lecturer's salary. The imperative
need for India to recognise the true value of
education and to accord the educational
worker his rightful status and salary has been
demonstrated by the recent Teachers’ strike
in Delhi. It is clear that an adult education
worker, just as a teacher, must be paid not
merely a living wage, but one which will
relieve his mind of worry so that all his
energies can be devoted to his work.

For these reasons we commend the
AL AEA. resolution to the favourable consi-
deration of all Education Departments.

Education should lead and guide man to clearness concerning himself, to peace
with nature, and to unity with God ; hence, it should lift him to knowledge of himself and
of mankind, to knowledge of God and of nature, and to the pure and holy life to

which such knowledge leads,

Froebel,
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Presidential Address

AT THE ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION CONFERENCE (1946)
By K. G. SAIYIDAIN, EDUCATIONAL ADVISER TO RAMPUR STATE,

Friends,

I value greatly the privilege of presiding
over this Conference, because it gives me a
welcome opportunity to renew old contacts,
to establish new ones and to suggest for
your consideration and discussion certain
ideas that strike me, personally, as relevant
to the problem of Adult Eduction in India.
It will perhaps be helpful if, by way of pro-
viding a background for our deliberations, we
could go over what may be regarded as the
area of common agreement amongst all
intelligent workers in this field. It may not
be intellectuallv “‘glamorous” to re-state a few
obvious truths but it is useful to know where
we stand and from where we are to start.

THE POLITICAL AND HUMAN
JUSTIFCATION FOR A
NEW APPROACH.

I am sure you will agree with me that
there is now a fairly widespread realization of
the desperate urgency of the existing situation.
Politicans, administrators, social workers as
well as educationists feel that no planning, no
social and economic reconstruction will be
possible unless Adult Education is provided
not only on a larger scale but also quickly
and in a generous measure. In the past, too,
many far sighted individuals and groups did
realise the importance of this work. but the
sheer magnitude of the problem — the educa-
tion of about 350 millions ! — was apt to con-
vince them that it was not a “practical” or
“feasible” proposition — these are useful
words for they and their kind can always be
used to camouflage lack of courage an
imagination | But, during the last twenty or
thirty years, the tempo of life and thought has
been quickened enormously. We have seen
with our own eyes the success of gigantic
Five Year Plans in other countries; we have
obgerved how, under the stress of war needs,
co-ordinated and co-operative human effort
can achieve miracles of production as well
as destruction ; we have become acutely con-
sceioun of the tremendous part that the modern
media of maes com nunication like the Press,
the Radio and the Cinema can play in the
education {or min- education!) of adulte.
Under these changed circumatances there is
far less justification for facing this issue with
folded hands and a sense of resignation and

we have no alternative today but to go ahead
with vigorous schemes of educational ex-
pansion.

It is not, however, only the greater tech-
nical efficiency that we possess in organizing
large scale enterprizes-—gocial, econcmic or
educational — which has forced this issue to
the front. There are also more significant and
positive reasons which may be described as
political and human. We are on the verge of
great political changes which will determine,
perhaps for centuries to come, the shape of
things to come in our country. FEven the
bitter fratricidal conflicts that poison our
national life will roll away — one hopes —
sooner or later, like the threatening clouds of
a nightmare, and we shall emerge into the
clear day of reason and freedom ?nd common
sense. But, if | may repeat a truism, political
freedom cannot, by itself, guarantee the “good
life” for any community or people. We
know only too well how many nations, which
are politically free, are enslaved by other
chains which bar the way to the good life,
which is really the gracious fruit of high and
noble and unselfish endeavour — which, alas,
is not easily forthcoming, People cannot, in
fact, retain even their political liberty unless
they are prepared to pay the price for itin
terms of that ‘‘eternal Vizi.ldnf-c' which
postulates proper civic and political §ducation.
If our objective is higher and we wish to use
political freedom as a stepping-stone to social
freedom and economic emocracy, then
obviously we need a much higher standard
of education amongst the masses of the
people. Otherwise, there i‘a the ever present
danger that the so called “freedom” may be
exploited by intelligent but unscrupulous
people for their own unworthy ends. This is
what [ would call the political justification
for an immediate and large scale campaign

of Adult Education.

The human jusiification follows directly
from these considerations. The moiiern con-
science is perhaps more acutely sensitive than
ever in the past— ] am speaking, of course,
of the general tendency and not of great
individuals whose spirit was finely atluned to
great human values — of the bitter tragedy
that a large majority of our fellow-men are
literally starving in a world of plenty, both in
the material and the cultural sense. In actual
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fact there are ample material snd cultural
resources at the disposal of the modern man
— potentially, they are unlimited! But the
) barren,

“masses’’ continue to lead poor,
unsatisfying lives, frustrated in mind and
body, with access neither to economic

security nor to cultural riches which are man'’s
most valuable and essential heritage The
greatest single problem of the 20th century,
in my opinion, is to retrieve them from this
cruel impasse and to ensich their.lives with
significance. Modern conscience at its best —
I hope I am-not idealizing it unduly !— should
not, and will not, be satisfied with regarding
the poor peasant and the labourer and every
one else engaged in humble, every day
productive work as just good enough to do
his job and entitled, at best, to protection
from starvation or the rudiments of learning.
He is a human being in his own right with a
capacity to enter into the kingdom of the
mind and the riches of the spirit— with
eyes for pictures and ears for music and
some appreciation and discernment for good
literature and drama and art and other
manifestations of beauty in life. He will not
be denied access to these treasures which
certain privileged classes have hitherto re-
garded as their special preserve. It isa far
cry, indeed, from the traditional view which
identifies Adult Education with the imparting
of literacy. What a travesty of truth is that
limited view! Mere literacy is often lost
more quickly than it is aquired and it fails
to make any impress on the life of the rather
unwilling and bewildered adult grappling
with the mysteries of the alphabet in his
moments of fatigued leisure. In fact, there is
a rither curious and practically important
relationship between literacy and the broader
concept of Adult Education that we are now

eginning to regard as correct. Experience

as taught us that, unless we can bring the
total impact of an enriched Adult Education
to bear on the life of the illiterate adult and
widen his horizons of knowledge and appre-
clation, we cannot succed even in our
narrow objective of imparting literacy. That
18 .thc only way in whic we can enlist his
active co-operation in our effort. Surveying
the present position as whole, it may well be
claimed that, in the field of Adult Education,
there is a marked shift of emphasis — from
small scale to large scale effort, irom narrow
literacy ~— the desire that a dubious signature
should take the place of an authentic thumb
impression |-—to a generously conceived educa-
tion which is to include training for
intelligent citizenship as well - as cultural
apprecition,

THE DEBIT AND CREDIT SIDE

[ have taken a little of your valuable time
in this assessment of tendencies because it
gives us the background as well as the per-
spective of our problem. Let me remind you,
however, that what I am talking about is nof
what is being actually done but what our
best informed and mentally alert workers
think should be done. It isonly in a few
centres of progressive educational effort that
anything like this has been attempted — the
Jamia at Delhi which has the vision of a
Zakir Husain and the organizing ability and
energy of a Shafigur Rehman the Shanti
Niketan at Bolpur which has broken out of
its quiet, academic repose and tried to deve-
lop extramural attivities and contacts; the
Al -India Adult Education Association which
has tried to keep aloft the banner of right
ideas — often with Chetsingh as the only
official standard — bearer! There have been
a few sporadic attempts from time to time in
various Provinces and States and there is the
Report of the Central Advisory Board of
Education which attempts, for the first time,
to present a comprehensive, full-length survey
of the position and gives an outline pro-
gramme. This is practically all that we have
on the credit side.

On the debit side we have, firstly, the
stark fact that quantitatively speaking, hardly
anything has been done. [f some one were
to prepare a literacy map of the world and
colour the illiterate areas of the earth black
India will, to our shame, look like a dark con-
tinent! This is a state of things which makes
me feel both ashamed and indignant—asham-
ed that a country, which prides itself on
one of the oldest cultural traditions in the
world, should have come to this pass; indig-
nant because we have been contentto put
up with this blot on our reputation for so
long! Secondly, whatever work is being
done lacke planning and co-ordination and is
neither related to any coherent policy nor
inspired by a generous vision of what Adult
Education means and what it can achieve.
Do you believe itis possible to secure the
interest and enthusiasm or even the atten-
dance of adults at what are hopefully called
Adult'Education Centres — usually dark and
dismal rooms or disused sheds or dingy
school buildings, without proper seating or
lighting arrangements, without books and
charts and other equipment, without any faci-
lities for developing social and corpprate
activities ? | am well aware of the value °
placed on simplicity and the nostalgia for
“achools under trees” and, | admit both
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have their proper place.
pared to regard this depressing milieu as
good enough for the education of the
masses and, if austerity in this sense is
such a good thing, why don’t the preachers
practice it for a change; | am not asking,
mind you, for luxurious premises but | do
stipulate that these centres should be neat
and artistic, where adults will come sponta-
neously to read or talk or discuss or meet
common friends or practice their hobbies,
because it is the best place in the locality for
the purpose.

THE FINANCIAL BOGEY.

Does that sound too ambitious? Will
it be argued that our ‘poor’ country cannot
afford to provide educational facilities of such
magnitude? May | suggest, in answer, that
there is only one kind of poverty that is
incurable, the poverty of the spirit> All others
can be tackled if we are seriously inclined
to do so. lt is a trite remark but it will
bear repitition that this ‘poor country was
actually able to spend millions on a war
that was none of her making. Is there any
reason, in the nature of things, why an
equal measure of effort should not be possible
in the cause of education, which is ulti-
mately the cause of peace and humanity ?
I believe it is wrong to look upon great
problems of national reconstruction from the
view-point of the narrow minded financier:
‘“We have a budget of so many millions
and, on this ‘lavish’ scale, Adult Education
alone would cost so much-—so it is ruled
out as an impracticable proposition.” To my
mind, the proper approach is not whether
we can afford a good educational system
or a sound health policy but whether we
can afford to do without them, If it is agreed
that no country can afford to remain pre-
dominantly unhealthy and ignorant and cul-
culturally impoverished, then it is the business
of the Government the Finance Department
and the Planners of National Economy to
find the money and, if this involves large
scale industrialization or modernization of
agriculture or tapping new sources, or at-
tempting better distribution of wealth, let
us by all means go ahead with such schemes
and not hold up urgent national enterprizes
on the ground that money is not available.
I think there is a great deal of truth in
an old Indtan proveth “Money is the dirt
of the hand”—let us not make it the arbiter
of our cultural deatiny |

THE RECORD OF OTHER COUNTRIES.

What | am advocating is not something
Utopisn  which has not been tried any-

But I am not pre-

where in the world. Perhaps you might be
interested to hear something of what other
countries have done or are trying to do in
this field. In U.S.A. and U.SS.R. which
differ basically in their political and economic
structure, there is a keen appreciation of the
value of such education, and widespread cul-
tural facilities have been provided for the
people in Schools and Colleges, Clubs and
Institutes, Music and Drama and Discussion
groups and many other agencies for raising
the level of popular culture and efficiency.
The “Folk Schools” of Denmark; which have
won a deservedly high reputation, have
brought culture down from its “ivory tower"
and presented it as an offering to the common
people working on their farm or in their
factories and workshops. ‘“‘What is most
important’”’, remarks an Inspector who visited
these schools * is not the amount of know-
ledge the students acquire but the fact that
they are mentally and emotionally roused.
They may forget a good deal of the ins-
truction ; but they leave the schools different
people, having learnt to hear, to see, to
think and to use their powers’—no mean
achievements, these! Great Britain, has just
been through the most terrible war in human
history, from which she has emerged battered
and financially bleeding but not broken in
spirit! In 1944, she placed on the Statute
Book,—as you are no doubt aware—a new
Education Act which will increase her al-
ready generous education budget by about
one hundred million pounds. It provides,
amongst other things, for a rich, generous
and varied system of Adult Education to
ensure that all her citizens will have at
their disposal a good deal of what national
culture has to offer and the marvels of
modern technique can convey. | should
like to refer particularly to the scheme for
the establishment of People’s Colleges (or
County Colleges as they are called) where
all young persons above the age of 15or
16 will be required to attend either two
or three half days a week or (in rural areas)
for a whole term continuously. These col-
leges will provide “ further education ”, in-
cluding physical, practical and vocational
training, to develop their various aptitudes
and capacities and prepare them for the
more exacting responsibilities of modern
citizenship.. | visited one such institution a
few days ago at Bottisham, near Cambridge,
where an Engliesh educationist of great insight
and vision, Henry Morris, has established a
number of colleges in order to cater for the
educational and cultural needs of the surroun-
ding villages. The college is housed in an
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attractively planned and well equipped
uilding and provides a large variety o
activities — social, academic, practical and
artistic — which are welcomed and utilized
by the local communities to enrich their in-

dividual and collective life. You can find
an enthusiatic account of the college at
Impington in Joad's delightfully readable

book, About FEducation, a few lines of which
are well worth quoting :

“ A whole wing is 1eserved for adults,
complete with kitchen, canteens,
common rooms, games rooms, lecture
room, committee room, and Library.

Here the life of the village is
centred ; here the various clubs, th
domestic and musical societies hold
their meetings, here the debating
society conducts its discussions..-The
college is, in fact, a hive of activity
where you can eat, drink, dance,
make merry and fall in love, as well
as learn, attend lectures, talk, and
practice the art and crafts of cookery:.
metal work, wood work, painting,music
I wish [ had the descriptive power to
convey the comforts and grace of the
environment in which these various
activities take place. [ can only em-
.phasize the general impression of
light and air and space, of graceful
and harmonious lines, of rich and
tasteful furnishings, of walls hung
with the prints of some of the great
pictures of the world... .”

It is not only through the new institutions
like Peoples’ Colleges or the Service of Youth
contemplated in the Education Act, thata
cultural campaign is to be undertaken. There
are many other official and nonofficial
agencies, with ample resources, which are
engaged in tackling different aspects of this
pro})lgm e.g. the Workers' Educational As-
sociation, the British Council whose function
18 to present British culture to other peoples
and also to interpret it to the Britisher, and
the Arts Council which has been striving
with vigour and imagination to bring better
music and drama and pictures within the
ken and the imagination of the common
people. If all these things are necessary in a
country like England where there is practical-
ly 100% literacy and the availability of ed-
ucational and cultural resources is incom-
parably greater, how much more urgent is the
need to provide suitable cultural facilities for
Indian villages where peoples lead lives,
which are often mentally and materially sub-

uman ?

THE TASK OF THE ASSOCIATION.

I do not wish, however, to take your time
in painting a gloomy picture of the contem-
porary scene. Nor should we] fall into the
temptation of concentrating too much on the
discussion and analysis of the programe to
be followed. A good deal of thought has
been given to it already and the Post War
Plan of the Advisory Board gives us a fairly
comprehensive idea of what is to be done.
In any case, no fool-proof programme can be
perfected on paper; itis ultimately in the
crucible of action that programmes are not
only tested but completed. Action generates
it own dynamic which not only distin-
guishes between the good and the bad, the
practicable and the impracticable but also
provides new points of view and new goals.
Perhaps, in a locality we may start in a
modeat way by providing only facilities for
social contact or a discussion group or a
literacy centre or a Sports Club. * But, if our
psychological approach is right and the
workers are sincere and sensible, we will
find many new and fruitful avenues opening
out before us. | have seen this happen
over and over again in my experience and
I have no doubt vour experience will con-
firm the iruth of this position. Therefore,
so far as | can visualize the functions of this
Association, there are fwo things it should
do. It should mobilize public opinion and
and political influence to ensure that an
immediate attack is made en the Adult Ed-
ucation front on a nation wide scale and the
all Provinces and States do actually launch
carefully thought out programmes. Secondly,
it should provide what I might call Technical
leadershin, i. e., offer sound advice on any
issues that may be referred to it by official
and non-official organizations engaged in
work and it should conduct small scale ex-
periments in new ideas by wav of demons-
tration, e. g., by establishing a People’s Col-
lege, organizing special training course for
lenders, taking up community welfare work
and so on. | know how meagre are the
resources at the disposal of this Association
at present. It is, therefore, imverative that
all its well wishers should make a strong
effort to place it on a sound financial and
adminisrative footing. With this objective
in view, an approach has been made alreagy
to the Education Department of the Govern-
ment of Indin and | have reason to believe
that the matter is * under sympathetic con-
sideration . But that is not enough : private
.in&ividualu, charitable  organizations and
Trusts should realize that an Association like
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this dedicated to service, has a perfectly valid
claim on their wealth which they hold, in
the ultimate analysis, not as an irresponsible
Private possession but as a social trust and,
In this age of a dawning civic conscience
their possession of it can only be tolerated
if they have the understanding and the
decency to use it for public good. 1hope
the Association will take the necessary steps
to bring its needs and programme of work to
the notice of relevant bodies and that they
will respond to the situation adequately and
intelligently.

THE ROLE OF THE MASS MEDIA
OF COMMUNICATION

While I do not propose to discuss the
programme of Adult Education, there is one
aspect which [ should like to bring to your
notice because it has not, in my opinion, re-
ceived due attention — namely, the part
that agencies of propaganda like the
film. the radio and the press can play in this
field. This point was brought home to me
strongly when] was recently working on a
UNESCO Commission dealing with the
“media of mass communication'’, |
do not wish to recapitulate the interesting dis-
cussions we had but only to elucidate the
peculiar position of these agencies in India.
In many advanced countries, they are already
powerful agencies and the concern of en-
lightened and progressive opinion is to
improve the quality of their programmes
and output, In our country they are still in
their infancy and. therefore, we have the
twofold problem of expansion and develop-
ment ag well as proper orientation. This is
in some ways, an advantage, because, in
countries like America and Great Britain,
powerful vested interests have secured a
vicious hold on them and it is no easy matter
even for their national Governments to dis-
lodge them. In India, while the general
tendéncies and set up is the same, the evil
has not taken very deep roots yet. We have
no powerful Hollywood, no competing com-
mercinl Radio Stations, no unholy Press com-
bines like the Hearst or Beaverbrook chains
of papers. It is, therefore, more easily pos.
sible for a wide awake National Government
to adept a policy which will stop these
powerful agencies from passing completely
into the grip of people who have no aocial
conacience or sense of social responsibility
?nd whoae only criterion of success is the
‘box - office ™. In the world of the future
“ the man with the moneyv bags” should not
have the authority to determine what mental
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and cultural fare isto be offered to its citi-
zens. But this can only be done if the
people as well as the Government have the
intelligence to visualize all these agencies as
integral parts of a single, coherent educa,
tional pattern so that Schools, Colleges-
Adult Education Centres, Journals and
Newspapers, Films, Plays, Radio Program-
mes may all pull in the same direction —
the direction of cultural enrichment and
international good will— instead of working
at cross purposes and nullifying the good
results that might have otherwise ensued.
In some ways, these agencies of mass com-
munication work much more quickly and
effectively than ordinary educational institu-
tions and, in a country like ours where there
is so much to be done, we cannot afford to
ignore these powerful instruments of visual
and auditory education. [would plead for
a careful study of the whole problem with
the object of integrating them properly into
our educational structure.

WHAT IS TO TRIUMPH —HUMANITY
OR BEASTLINESS?

May [, in conclusion, address a few words
to you about a problem which is net normally
reckoned as forming a part of Adult
Education work but which is so important,
so desperately urgent that it overshadows
all other problems in India. If it is not
tackled in a courageous and imaginative
manner, no other problem has the remotest
chance of being satisfactorily dealt with —
I refer, of course to the problem of com-
munal understanding and good will. What
has happened recently inthe way of com-
munal frenzy in the different parts of the
country is a source of shame, almost of
despair to all who work in the field of
education and who have watched helplessly,
the decencies and civilized ways of life
crumbling to'pieces before their eves. As
Dr. Zakir Husain put it aptly in his recent
address at Delhi, it is not today a question
of which parly wins or loses but whether
beastliness is to be allowed to triumph over
humanity. One of our primsry and urgent
concerns in all programmes of Adult Ed-
ucation should be to rebuild the shattered
and bleeding fabric of these human values
and to instil into all our fellow countrymen
a genuine appreciation of decency, tolerence,
freedom and respectfor human life. [ can-
not discuse here all the manifold ways in
which thie may be attempted; we must all
cherish a common objective but think out

( Continued on Page 20 )
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By MISS M. N, SEETHAMMA

The Ps;'chological Background

The illiterate woman of to-day has little of
her share of ‘Life’. I mean by ‘Life’, the
niceties and graces —a tairly full stomach,
some rest, some kindness and a feeling that
her life has some meaning and purpose.
She just floats about on varying and diverse
currents leaving it to the kindness of chance
to shape her life. She is lost in poverty and
all the attendant evils. Her helplessness
is surprising. She lets herself be a victim of
of things. She makes no effort to get over
her difficulties. The most surprising thing
for a social worker when she comes into
contact with these women is their thought-
lessness and the absence of desire for a better
life. It is this awakening of thought and
a love of life that is our first and main task.
We have to make it clear to her, that,
with a little more will on her part, her poverty
can be mitigated, the dirt and flth surround-
ing her life can be washed away and her
time can be better used and made more
pleasant

In bringing about this change, we have to
make clear, at the outset, the ‘ideal’ to which
these women have to be changed.

Woman is first and foremost a mother and
her education, should aim at making her an
efiicient mother. Her natural qualities of
love and gentleness should be protected and
developed. Education should give her a
will and an ideal to understand herself, her
mission and the world better.

The move towards this goal has been
started on a amall scale in Mysore. We have
started with the teaching of the three R’s
to illiterate women. We have laid down
a scheme of making a woman literate
within 6 months. This scheme consists of
completing three texts—one chart wherein
they learn the alphabets, one primer, and
one Reader. At the end of the course
they are able to read simple books and
are able to write a bit A special weekly
called ‘Belaku’, is published for. these new
literatea. After the 6 months we have
“follow-on” courses for three months.
Special books written in simple style and
on useful topics are published by the Council
and these are issued to the new literates.

*A paper read ac the Fourth all India Adule Education

Conference, December 1946. The second prrt of
this paper will be published in our March
lssus - E£D.

The attempt of the State has been only
to put through the above scheme and it
has not as yet made provision for the
other things which are necessary to make
the illiterate woman, the good and enligh-
tened woman which we have described in the
previous paragraphs. But this wider move
should come in the interest of literacy propa-
ganda itself. A class which just aims to teach
the three R’s does not attract people, and if by
herculean effort the class is opened it does
not last long.

The people are so poor, ignorant and
tired that reading and writing have no value
for them. “Are we going to become
teachers and get fat salaries ? Have we the
desire to become teachers ?” These are the
first questions the illiterate puts to us. They
do not and cannot understand that education
is only developing the faculty of reason
for its application to fight Ilife’s battles.

Modern education has not created enough
faith in the people as a thing of wvalue
worth pursuing. The unemployment problem,
the barrier it has created between the
educated and the uneducated and so many
other problems it has created in home and
marriage have made people look at askance
at modern educational methods. The
dissatisfaction is much more so regarding
the education of woman. Domestic dishar-
mony and trouble follow whereever the
woman is employed : where she is not,
she feels the uselessness of her hard earned

college education, the delay and the
difficulty of getting an educated girl
married and where married, the conflict

and the discontent in the family life ; all
these have made people lose hope in
education. The educated mothers who
fought for their own f[reedom and, in the
matter of their marriage, the right to choose
their partner, shout from the housetops that
they would get their daughtera married
before they are sixteen.

This is the reaction to education among
the 3% literate when the rest are hardly
on the threshold of emancipation. We
find among the illiterates even worse
conditions, poverty and its attendent
evils — undernourishment and frequent
illness are a great obstacle in the aspread
of literacy. People are se worn out by
the atruggle for ewistence that we feel'it is
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cruel to ask them to take one more burden—
that of reading.

It was very painful to me when 1 had to
see 6 to 7 people in bed suffering from mala-
ria. And it was also touching when they
ried to respond to us amidst their shivers
and fever.

The condition of the children is much
worse. They all suffer from one disease
or another — fever, sore-eyes, rickets, spleen
and diarthoea. They get least attention.
The mothers are helpless and they have
resigned themselves to these things. Either
they leave them somewhere and go about
or have them on their lap and try to work
and if we are there we beg them to read a
little.

Still, in spite of many wars and “jems”’
people desire the slavery of others. There is a
section of people who say that if we start
educating the illiterate they will become
more disobedient, disrespectful and quarrel-
some. They say that the servant problem
would become more acute and that they
themselves will have to do the ‘menial’
work. For the same reason a few factory
owners did not permit us to open literacy
classes in their factories. They said that
they did not want strikes.

All these factors have combined to make
the spread of literacy a very difficult task.
We have to find new and very subtle ways
of fighting these evils, The movement has
to become wider and more comprehensive
for its own existence and increase.

I feel that the methods observed so far,
for the propaganda of particular reforms
will not be very successful in the spread
of literacy. Propaganda through paper and
pamphlets, from platforms and housetops is
of little avail here. 1 feel that an appeal
through the mind will not be a success
here. It is the heart that has to be touched.
We have to bring the change unseen,

Unfortunately, we seem (o be least equip-

d for bringing about a change of this kind.

odern education has made wus individual-

ists of a lower type—selfish and arrogant

And modern civilization has made us quick

and militant minded. We want to do things
guick, on the spot, and that on orders.

The apread of literacy requires just the
opposite qualitiee Humanity and the oneness
of humanity, is the first ideal to be visua-
lized. 1 eay that it is the first thing be-
gause it 18 the only thing that can give
Iho necessnry rapport bhetween the worker
#nd the maes and it is the only thing that

can give the necessary patience, humility
and forbearance that literacy work demands.
We have to give a thing that people are
not anxious to have and that, not by force,
not by argument for, the mass has no mind,
butiby touching the hearts. It for nothing else,

at least for this, we want spiritual values;

qualities of the heart and soul.

THE SELECTION & TRAINING
OF WORKERS.

That is the psychological background for
tackling the problem of illiteracy. Of parti-
cular methods, I give here a few that we
have found successful in our experience.

First, | take the workers whom ‘we have
to send out to the illiterates. At present
there is a feeling that only those educated
in the 3 Rs., and M As, the College going
or the “College gone”’, can do things, but
they are not the best for the field work
of literacy. OFf those that have come out
of the College, few can devote their entire
time to this work. They have their own
struggle for existence—either a job or a home
to be looked after.

Besides, they have not the necessary
patience and humility to go about in filth and
dirt, sit amidst the least attractive women, be
one with them and teach them things. They
themselves have to be educated, regarding
the true values of life, before they can
become workers. But, they can help literacy
propaganda without sacrificing their interests.
I shall come to this question later on.

We find the best literacy field worker in
quarters |east expected. ' Luckily or unluckily,
we have in India plenty of helpless widows,
deserted wives and poor mothers who would
like to supplement their husbands’ meagre
incomes. ln my experience | have found
that they are the best type of literacy workers.
Resignation to fate has given them immense
patience, strength and humility and these
make them the best literacy workers. They
can feel one with the illiterate and put up
with them easily. What is needed is to
collect and organise these women. By
doing this, we should be killing two birds
with one stone. The problem of these
helpless women will have been solved, their
lives would be made more useful and the
national problem would be helped.

We can bring thece women out for ser-
vice under certain conditions. The prohlem
once again is the fear of their going astray.
Their people are afraid to send them out,
lest they should go to the bad. What we orga-
nizera have to do is to [assure them tﬁat

)
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literacy work has no such danger. Here,
one thing has to be stressed. Literacy work
among women should be entirely in the
hands of women. It is but reasonable to
to fear that these young and helpless women
might be exploited if sent alone to the
outside world. They do need some pro-
tection and guidance. | have to say that
it should be entirely in the hands of
women for in Mysore it had been argued
that it should be a joint work of men and
women. The leaders, the secretaries and
the organizers who are educated and know
their stand can work jointly with men, in
the spread of literacy. But the actual work,
the contact with the lady workers and stu-
dents, the supervision and the organizing
work should be in the hands of ladies.
There is a strong protest from both students
and workers against the interference of men.
This has hurt many men. But yet, in the
interest of larger things we have to give in
to these. If the whole show is a ladies’
affair, these women both workers and stu-
will come out to work.

The next step is organising these ladies
for the actual work, to give them training
in educating the adult. Officially the train-
ing of volunteers iz supposed to last for
two or three days. During this period we
explain our method. We are following the
word method—that is we take the easiest
alphabet, coin words out of them and teach
both the alphabet and words at the same
time. Then we give tips as to the approach,
attitude and so on. The approach is
friendly, gentle and kind. The attitude
18 service to God and nation. The senti-
ment that is appealed to is the karma theory

Let us give, god will give us at least in the
next birth a little of happiness”, and this has

een our favourite drive.

ORGANIZING THE WORKERS.

_Apart from this, there are certain other
things which we have to know and have

to do to organi_ae these volunteers. This is
the task of organisers or the secretary.
The secretary must become the guide,

f‘nend and philosopher of these volunteers.
She must bear in mind that they have been
helpless and voiceless women slaving for
somehbody’s home. They will have many
tales of woe. She must give them a patient
hearing and help them as much as possible.
She muat try to build a useful life for-them.

o give a few examples—these women
call on the gecretary any time.
. They have to finish their work at home, then

come out for work. The secretary must cater
to their hours. She cannot have a particular
office hour. Then, she must be inspiring
them for service by mixing and going wi

them now and then. She must have at least
in the beginning close contact with them.
What | have done is to have a volunteers’
meeting in my house once a month. Then,
I, the supervisors and the volunteers meet
and have a very frank talk about the work.

There is a lot of scope for dishonesty
and irregularity in the work. The volunteer
might take women who are already literates
and say that they are illiterates and so try
to get her pay. Or she might just teach
the illiterates how to sign and present them
as literates or the volunteers might start
quarrelling about our students. Often there
will be shifting of students from one class to
another as a result of the manoeuvres of the
volunteers,

These things. particularly in the beginning
have to be guarded against, and just for this
I have the monthly meetings. This is a
Greek Court of Law wherein everybody can
air their opinion, grievances and complaints
without fear and without the danger of ran-
cour, for in the next meeting the complaint
of rancour will come up and I take the person
to task.

Thus the eternal training of volunteers
goes on,

But this training goes with other things
too. To win the love and trust of these
volunteers the secretary must think of ways
and means of helping them. For instance,
some volunteers came to me with the com-
plaint that all their money way taken away
by their people. To save a few chips for
them, | started what they call ‘Chit’ the
saving of small amounts every month by a
group of people, the needy taking the
collected sum by turns at the beginning o
every month until the term is closed. Such
a saving has been of immense help to many.
Many have fulfilled their desires by their own
effortin this way. I can mention as an instance
one girl who saved up a hundred rupees
for her marriage.

Care should be taken about the atmos-
phere of these monthly meetings. The
volunteers must be made to feel thatthey are
doing something worthwhile. Their self-
respect must be awakened and respected.
During these meetings 1 distribute their pay,
the necessary materials for their classes and
at the end I give a little tiffin or fruit

| End of Pan []
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What's Your Opinion ?

Should students be conscripted for adult education ?
( We have much pleasure in printing below a comment we have received on the
letter we published in our issue of November 1946 in which the writer, “Q”, strongly

opposed such conscription.

should be addressed to the Editor. )

From :—

Mrs. Lilavati Munshi.
To
The Editor of the 1. J. A. E.

Dear Sir,

I thank you very much for the letter
under which you sent me a press-cutting on
the subject of conscription. It seems that
the writer of the article has not understood
‘what the problem is and how it is suggested
it should be tackled.

The conscription of students for a given
period to do educational work arose from
the follewing facts :

(1) India is only 14% literate as against
100% in western countries. At the present
rate it will take more than 100 years to reach
the western standard.

(2) The Sargent Committee which was ap-
pointed by the Government of India drew
up a scheme according to which the problem
can be tackled within 40 years. If the
scheme is adopted Re. 313 million per year
will have to be found. This figure given in
the report is based upon the pre.war level. It
may be 600 millions now and after ten years
if coste still rise it may be Rs. 1,000/~
millions. Looking at the poverty of our
country and its future financial position so
far as it can be seen the raising of this amount
seems to be impossible.

(3) Assuming that the money is found, 40
yedrs is too long a period and even that
period is dependant upon the supply of
teachers who can be attracted on a voluntary
basis.

(4) The teachers’ salary is so inadequate
that I doubt it very much whether a large
number of people will be attracted to take it
up ae a profession voluntarily.

What, then, i the sum of this argument ?

Further comments from cur readers will be welcomed and

(5) As there are war emergencies this is an
educational emergency and in an emergency
we have to take drastic remedies. If in war
conscription can be resorted to for the safety
of the country although it involves perhaps
loss of limbs and life, there is greater reason
for conscription to be adopted for educational
purposes where is no danger to life or limb
and as a result of which the whole nation
may be raised to the level of 100% standard
of literacy in a few years’ time.

(6) The students of the present generation
are burning with patriotism and a large num-
ber of them will take up this matter very
enthusiastically because it will give them a
chance to do something for the country. In
the absence of any programme for harness-
ing their energy to the national service their
energies are wasted in different directions
that yield no result. This will enable them
to go to the villages, will give them the op-
portunity of meeting the people and knowing
many problems of the countryat first hand,
and instead of being theoretical they will get
a practical knowledge of the problems that °
face us to~day. It will enable them to handle
the human material and give them great ex-
perience which will be very useful for them
in their future careers.

(7) The Universities are turning out
thousands of matriculates every year and the
post-war unemployment problem in two or
three years will be very great. This will give
them readymade employment with a promise
either of continuing the career or of being
relieved at the end of the period. During
this time they can think of the new career and
they will be able to adjust themselves to the
new environments.

There may be a little hardghip to a few
of them but in view of the big gain to the
nation it has to be undergone. ;

That our first want is the expansion of

individual life. We need to see and know something of ourselves, and to learn to feed

ourselves spivitually. To be dependent, is hardly to live.

F. W. Newman.
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SOCIAL SETTLEMENTS."

By Dr. MOHAN SINHA MEHTA.

The title of this talk perhaps needs a little
explanation. The term ‘“‘Settlement” is under-
stood differently by different people. It has
one meaning for lawyers and quite another
for land revenue administrators. Then we
speak of Criminal Tribes Settlements. My
talk does not deal with any of these matters.

For understanding its relation with Adult
Education, it is necessary to know the origin,
growth and philosophy of the Settlement
idea. The conditions of misery, vice, squalor
and poverty produced: by the Industrial
Revolution in England deeply moved idealists
like Carlyle, Ruskin and Charles Booth. The
rich and the cultured section of society had
no idea of the misery and the depravity of
the working class. In the single community
there existed two nations, the rich and the
poor. They lived far apart from each other.
The distance between the two classes was a
grave social danger. A former Archbishop
of York described it thus, “Our conscience
felt the rebuke of the contrast between the
wea.lth of inheritance and opportunity store
up in Oxford, and the poverty of the life lived
amid the mean streets and monotonous labour
of East London.” The separateness of the
poor and the rich had reached a point at
which mutual ignorance and repudiation of
responsibilities threatened to become fixed
in English thought. This contrast constituted
a challenge to the culture and the conscience
of the wealthy and the educated class of
English society.

Rev. Canon Samuel Augustus Barnett, an
English Clergyman working in Whitechapel,

London’s East End ) was the first Warden
of Toynbee Hall, the first Settlement started in
in London. [t was named after Arnold
Toynbee who had died in April 1883,

€ was a martyr for this gospel of living
for the poor and with the poor. Canon
Barnett, himeelf an old student of Oxford,
went back to his University to seek reliet
from the spiritual agony which tormented
his soul. His appeal stirred the hearta of
Oxford men whose response led to the birth
of thg Settlement idea. Toynbee Hall was
conceived at a meeting held in Sydney Ball's
Tooms at Oxford, on 17th November 1883.

18 fervent practical idealism infected many
men of that University. The institution of

*A talk broadeast on 5.12-46 and reproduced by

Permission of the Station Director. All India Radio,
Delhy,

Settlements owes its origin to the combined
inspiration of the Church and the Universities.

The main object of the Settlements
was to bridge the gulf separating the rich
few from the mass of the poor. I[n Bar-
nett's own words ‘Enquiries into social
conditions lead generally to one conclusion.
That little can be done for which is not
done with the people.” Poverty makes
the poor contentto inhabit uninhabitable
houses, poverty makes them careless of
cleanliness, and heedless of anything beyond
the enjoyment of a moment's excitement.
Such poverty of lite can best be removed
by contact with those who possess the
The distance bet.-

means of higher life.
ween the classes made friendships and
understanding impossible. Therefore res-

idence among the poor was suggesied as
the simple way in which Oxford men could
best serve their generation. What was re-
quired of those who went to live in the
slums of East End was the spirit of lear-
ning not teaching, the spirit of commrade-
ship not patronage. Neighbourliness as an
emotional experience furnished both the
means and the end of the new ideal. The
Settlement embodied a revolt on the part
of the University men against the Victérian
spirit of condescension of their class, and
the cruelty and the cynicism which exploited
the workingman.

The isolated seed which was laid in the
East End of London sixtythree years ago has
produced a rich crop. Settlements have
grown not only in numbers but in the var-
iety and wealth of their gervices. It is now
a world-wide movement In London alone
there are perhaps twenty Settlements, in clud-
ing the Oxford House and the Cambridge
House. Every large industrial town has an
active Settlement.

The first Settlement in the United States
was established in New York in 1888 by °
Stanton Coit. By 1915 there were 550 Settle-
ment in America, Hull House and Chicage
Commons being the most famous among
them. The first Settlement of Canada was
born at Toronto in 1901, By 1921 that eoun-
try had 15 Settlements. Madam De Press-
enae started the first Austrian Settlement
in 1918 at Vienna with Dr Remier aa
President. Germany had its first Settlement
at Hamburg through Walther Classen’s efforts
in 1890. Dr. Seigmund-Schultze founded the
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first Settlement in Berlin in 1911. ‘“People’s
House” wae the first Dutch Settlement started
in 1891 at Amsterdam. The “Student Settlet-
ment” of Copenhagen was the first Settlement
started in Denmark in 1911. Japan saw the
beginning of the Settlement work in 1921.

In our country the University Settlement
for women at Bombay owed its origin to a
few British Missionary ladies who were ins-
pired ‘with the work of Toynbee Hall and
other London Setttements. However, strictly

speaking, it is not a Settlement, but a Resi-
dential Hostel for social workers under
training. The Nagpada Neighbourhood

House of Bombay though not a Residential

Settlement fulfils the Settlement ideal
in many ways. It was established in 1927
by the Ameican Marathi Mission with

Dr. Clifford Manshardt as the Director. Nag-
pada is the veritable "East End” of Bombay
with all the evile of vice, poverty ard
overcrowding. Quite a number of tenements
accommodate as a many 20 persons in a single
room. Very near is the notorious ‘Chore’
Bazar and the district containing thousands
of prostitutes. Before the establishment of
the Neighbourhood House, Nagpada had
the highest infant mortality in Bombay.

The Friends’ Settlement in Hoshangabad
in the Central Provinces was established by
Hilda Cashmore in 1935. It serves the rural
area, and has centres at Rasulia and
Jamai. Bangalore has a Settlement presu-
mably supported by the Mysore University.
The fine work of Anusuya Ben for the labour-
ers at Ahmedabad is worthy of notice. Itis
a splendid example of the Settlement spirit.

The Settlement movement has spread
thronghout the civilised world. It satisfies three
fundamental needs— the need for scientific
research of the social problem; the need for
a wider life through education, and the need
tor socinl leadership. The scope of its work
is varied gpnd comprehensive. 1t has escaped
the rigidity and orthodoxy of organisation.

{he activities of Settlements cover a very

,extensive feld of social gservice. The basic
objective, namely, fellowship through friend-
ship, finds expression in a variety of forms.
They include clube for men and women, boys
and gitls, infant welfare centree, training in
mother cralt, hobbies, recreation and camps,
play centrea, medical relief, health, health
visils, employment bureaux, vigilunce work,
study of housing and factory conditions,
rollection of data on social questions leading
to training and research in welfare work.

Originally Settlements were primarily
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residential. Later, non-residential Settlements
also grew up. Although these latter are a
departure from the basic idea of residence of

|

the well-to-do among the poor and the hum~ |

ble, the range of social work of non.residential
Settlements has been indeed valuable and
extensive. The Nagpada Neighbourhood
House ( Bombay) served during the year
1945 as many as 4,23,493 people in a variety
of ways. Their medical services reached
more than 27,000 women and children,
Hundreds of Adult educstion classes are
organised under its suspices.

Adult Education found a very prominent
place in the programme of many Settlements
in the west. In fact, from the emphasis
laid on this activity they came to be known
as Educational Settlements. Their progress
later led to the establishment in England
of the FEducational Settlements Association
which fosters and co-ordinates the work of
Educational Settlements. About two dozen
such Settlements are doing excellent work
in the cause of Adult Education in Britain.
As long ago as 1930 there were in Toynbee
Hall alone over 600 regular students of
study circles, University courses, and tutorial
classes. Educational Settlements provide
working class people with facilities for the
study of such cultural subjects as fine arts,
Greek and Latin, International relations and
advanced science. The syllabus of Mary Ward
Settlement ( also called the Peoples’ College)
covers a wide range of studies in literature,
drama, history and economics, art and
science directed by some of the most
learned professors of London.

I went into residence for a month at
Toynbee Hall and also visited a number
of Settlements in London, other parie of
England and at the capitals of several
European countries. | met prominent Se ttle-
ment leaders of Europe and America at
the Second International Settlements Congress
held at Paris in 1926, These contacts produ-
ced in me feelings of profound admiration
for the most valuable service to society
rendered by the Settlements.

‘So much lip loyalty is given to the cause
of Adult FEducation, but its need and
purpose are not yet widely and fully
understood in our country. It is tragic that
it should be considered synonymous with
adult literacy. The Educational Settlements
of England and the Folk High Schools of
rural Denmark should be our inspiration for
raising the moral, cultural and material
standards of our common man.
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It ie true the Settlement was the by-
product of industrialisation, and our country
18 still largely agricultural. But the disparity
and the distance between the rich andthe
poor is not a peculiarly Western evil.
Indian society also groans under its weight.
It is indeed a national danger and blocks all
progress. So long as the mass of our fellowmen
remain sunk in poverty and ignorance, the
wealth, culture and the achievements of the
few, will, by the sharpness of the contrast,
only be an occasion of our shame and
degradation. This is a challenge to our
University men and wealthy people. Old
fashioned charity will not do. It only
degrades both the giver and the receiver.
Society hungers for the Settlment ideal
of sharing the good things of life by,
“living with the folks'. The great truth
behind the idea is of universal need and
application. Its appeal is essentially spiritua.
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It is certainly not foreign to our genius
or tradition. The Ashrams of the Rishis
and the Maths of ancient India obliterated
the distinctions of caste, creed or wealth.
The search for truth and the service of
mankind was their basic philosophy..Gokhale
and Gandhi have lived upto this ideal in
our own times.

In Canon Barnett’s words ‘It is wiser to
throw the leaves which are for the healing of
the waters into the stream from which all
drink, rather than to use them in sweetening
cups of water, however generously given.”
Let our Indian Settlements be the Watch
Tower from which the “Settlers” will look
and see the social horizon, the rising of
the winds of industrial unrest, the coming of
the storms of rebellion against society, the
gathering of the mists that choke spiritual
faith and life.

From Other Lands. —me

AUSTRALIA: !

The next few years will see a consider-
able extension of adult education work in
Australia and some of the islands round
about.

_ The establishment of People’s Colleges
in Great Britain has given a new direction
to the thoughts of Australians and while
they cannot see their way to establishing
similar colleges in the next few years,
nevertheless, they are hoping that there will
e a considerable expansion in the activities
of the Australian Workers' Education Asso.

ciation which has many branches in town
and country.

With regard to the inhabitants of Papua,
New Guinea and some other Pacific isles,
the present Federal Minister for External
lemitorine, Mr. Ward, has shown a humane
understanding of their social and cultural
needs _and favours plans for their progressive
education. The education of the aboriginal
and coloured population of the islands has
een almost entirely neglected except for
the work of missionaries which, although
In places it reaches a high level (e. g. 100%

l“ﬂacv is its achievement in the Gilbert
‘li‘néh). has the defect of being uncoordi-
nated.

! T'his is quite different from the system
in those Pacific islands which are under
USA. administration where education is
ased mainly on government-owned institu.

tions. The new Education Fnllﬂ‘vuhip Cone

ference in Australia has helped Australian
teachers to recognise their responaibilities
and opportunities in this réspect.

GREAT BRITAIN.

In all countries examinations present a
problem or rather, two problems, one acade-
mic and the other social and of these two
perhaps the second is the more important.
In Great Britain the School Certificate has
been of importance to students not enly
as an academic test of greater or less vali-
dity, but also because, coming at the end
of the school course of many, their success
or failure in it has determined whether
they would be given a fair start in com-
merce, industry, etc. Very often a prospective
employer's first question has been whether
a candidate has his School Certificate. Con-
sequently, what was originally intended only
to be a school test has now become a
sine qua non for employment.

Recently, however, reforms of the exami-
nation system have been pro‘p\osed w'h_i(:h
may alter this for the better. The decision
has been taken that the grammar school,
or academic, course shall be thought of as
extending from 11 to |8 and ehall culmi-
nate in two examinations designed to aat-
isfy two separate needs. One will be a teat
of general education through papers set on
{our subjects suitable to candidates not youn-
ger than 164, It will be a qualifying teast,
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and will, it is hoped, admit those who
pass to all Universities, and all learned

and semi-learned professions.

The other will be a competitive test by
whi :h scholarships will be awarded in various
subjects; much as they are now, but it
will only be taken by those who have
passed the previous test. Students are there-
by debarred from devoting more than one
year to close specialisation. One of the
blunders in English education has been to
try to make one examination serve a double
purpose, with the result too frequently of
making a double failure, and this blunder
is not to be repeated.

The fate of the School Certificate, hitherto
taken at 16, hangs in the balance. It will
be of no use to those who take the full
academic course, and it is thought that busi-
ness men and employers will be much more
satisfied by a competent and objective scheol
record such as it is proposed to keep for each
pupil, since such a record will be more infor-
mative than any examination certificate.
Freedom from extermal examination will
render variety and adaptation to individual
needs much more practicable, and such
experiment is needed in technical, and above

FROM OTHER LANDS

all in modern curricula. Many hold,
without good reason, that there are subjects
which will never be properly taught so long as
they are under the shadow of the conventional
examination room: some even think that the
use of the English language is one such
subject. '

But there are others who have 'grown up
with the School Certificate and are unwilling
to part with what they know so well. The
Ministry of Education is doubtless showing

wisdom in letting it continue for the present, .

though the official opinion is hardly con-
cealed that this examination of the 16 year-
old has done its work and is ripe for
suppression. 3

The new system is not yet fully worked
out, but these are its ideals, the maintance of
all that is good from the past, the setting and
keeping of a high intellectual standard, and
the provision of courses in great variety to
meet new needs, even theugh these courses
may seem unconventional and unprecedented.
In a spirit of hope and of freedom Britain is

not

moving on to its great endeavour t o create in

the next quarter-of-a-century. something
worthy to be called an educated democracy.

NEWS from FAR and NEAR ——

THE FOURTH ALL INDIA ADULT EDU-
CATION CONFERENCE, TRIVANDRUM.
29th—3 1st December, 1946

(We are grateful to Mr. R.K. Balbir, B.A.,LL.B.
Executive Secretary of the A.LA.E.A. for the
following account of the Conference.—ED. )

The Conference.

The 4th All India Adult Education Con-
ference arranged by the Indian Adult Edu-
cation Association assembled on the morning
of the 29th December at 9 a. m, Dr. Amara-
nath Jha, President of the Association was
in the chair. Messages of good wishes
from, among others, the Education Ministers
of the Govt. of India and of the Madras
Govt. and from the Vice-Chancellor of
Caleutta University were read to a crowded
house. Among those present at the open-
ing were Sir A. Lakshmanaswamy Mudaliar;
Vice-Chancellor of the Madras University,
My. Ashfaque Husain, Deputy Eduacational
Adviser to the Govt of India, Sir Rustam
Masani and many delegates sent by the
various Provincial & State Governments,
Univereities and Associations. The Presid-

ent then announced that owing to failure
to secure a seat in the plane from Delhi
Mr. K, G. Saiyidain had been prevented from
coming to discharge the functions of the
Presdent of the Conference. In his absence
M, F.G. Pearce, Inspector General of Educa-
tion. Gwalior, very kindly consented to act
as substitute for Mr. Saiyidain.

Discussion.-

Mr. Ghulam Mohd. of the Mysore State
Adult Education Council was then called upon
to read his paper on the comprehensive
work done by the Council. He explained,
how after years of experiment, the aim of
the Council widened from just the literacy
of the 7 million adults in Mysore to that
of providing adequate facilities for their all
round and life-long education. Arising out
of the lively discussion which followed this
paper, subjects like the role of Universities
in and conscription of students for adult
education were also considered. Among
others, Sir Laksmanaswamy Mudaliar briefly
explained the part that students can play
in furthering the adult education movement,

:
\
J
\



NEWS FROM FAR AND NEAR 15

The Presidential Address of Mr. Saiyidain*
was read by Mr. Pearce. Later, Mr. K.T.
Mantri, of the Bombay City Adult Education
Committe read a paper on ‘Speeding Up

iteracy in India—Bombay’s Experiments”.
is ideas about adult education classes in
urban areas were of particular interest.
Mr. H. B. Richardson of Indore gave a

rief and interesting account of some adult

education experiments being carried on in’

Mr. G.
paper

certain rural areas in Indore.
amaswamy of Coimbatore read a
on “Labour and Adult Education.’ He
stresgsed the special importance of Visual
nstruction for educating the cinema-minded
abourer,

Mr. R. M. Chetsingh suggestively discussed
“The Future of Organised Adult Education”.
He Particularly emphasised the imperative
need foradequately trained full-time personnel.
Of considerable interest were his suggestions,
about organisation of adult education activities
e. g, Library, reading room, wall papers
charts and other visual »ids including
screened lessons. Discussion Groups, Forums

and Seminars, Week-end and Summer
Schools, etc.

Among futher topics considered by the
onference were those presented by Messrs.
Anniah of Mysore om “Adult Education
Literature”, G. Harisarvottam Rao and Hari
Sanker Pillai on “Libraries and Adult Fduca.
ion”, Vilva Roy on the “Promotion of
Literacy in Rural Areas” and Rev.]. W.
Rasalam on “Problem of Adult Education
in Kerala”. In the absence of Mr. G., Rama-
chand and and Miss Secthamma, the subjects
of “Handicrafts and Adult Education’” were
iscussed using material supplied by them
a8 a basis. Each paper and topic was
followed by valuable discussion. In all, the
onference held five sessions _and finally
come to a close at 9-45 a. m. on December
31st 1946, Some of the important resolutions

passed by the Adult Education Conference
are given below ;—

SOME RESOLUT ONS
OUR NEED : GOVT. RESPONSIBILITY.

n view of the democratic constitution
that is being evolved for India, and of the
immediate need of educating the illiterate

Masees in the full content of citizenship
and the Imperative need of developing in

* Mr S Presidential Address is pub ished
elsewhere i1 this issue of the Journal.

t Readers will recall that Bombay Ten Year Plan for
lquidateding illiteracy trom the adult population of
lomb-g' City was published in the Nav. issue of the

>

them the ability to think, appraise and judge
for themselves, all governments in India
should discharge their primary responsiblity
in this matter by immediately formulating
comprehensive schemes of adult education
and working them out with devotion so
that illiteracy and ignorance may be abolished
from .the land in as short a time as possible ™

PRIMARY EDUCATION ALONE IN.
SUFFICIENT. “This Conference notes with
satisfaction that compulsion is being intro-
duced in the primary stage by many states
and provinces in India. But it is the con-
sidered opinion of this Conference that
immense and difficult as the task may be,
no government should imagine that this
step will ensure universal literacy and good
citizenship unless at the same time it puts
into effect an efficent plan of literacy and
and training in citizenship for the illiterates
and post primary literates among its adult
population.”

WHOLE-TIME PAID PERSONNEL.
The Conference is of the opinion that
the importance, immensity and urgency of
the problem of Adult Education in India
demand that any comprehensive scheme of
Adult Education in all its aspects can be
worked effectively only by a sufficient number
of trained and devoted full-time workers in
the different linguistic areas under the
direction and guidance of a central institute of
Adult Education. Therefore this Conference
urges upon the governments of all provinces,
states and the centrally-administered areas
to institute Adult Edaication Sections as an
integral part of their Education Departments.

WELFARE EDUCATION & THE UNIVER-
SITIES. “This Conference is of the opinion
that Universities and similar other organisa-
tions should consider the introduction of
welfare education as a compulsory subject
including a practical course in adult education
for thee first degree course in all Universities.

The Exhibition. Along with the Conference
an adult education exhibition stall was also
organised. The exhibits included postliteracy
booklets, charts and other literature supnlied
by the Jamia Millia Islamia of Delhi, Christian
Literature Society Madras, t he Bomday City
Adult Education Committe, The Kerala
Christian Council and the Mysore State Adult
Education Council.

Conclusion. Discussion was conducted in a
business like manner, and the problems dia-
cussed by the Conference were mostly those
faced by persons actually engaged in edu.
cational experiment in different parts of the
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country. We are only too conscious of the
shortcomings, but we believe it was a fairly
successful conference; and we are deeply 1nd-
ebted to all friends who made this possible.

BOMBAY.

Bombay City Adult Education Committee
is launching a new scheme of literature for
new-literates. They are appealing for authors
who can write simply on subjects of interest
to the masses and are offering from Rs. 50/-
to Rs. 100 for each script accepted. The
copyright of any texts will be the property of
the Committee. The books are to be of 24
to 32 pages demi. size and may include illus-
trations. Further enquiries should be made
of the Special Literacy Officer, Yusuf
Building, Churchgate Stree, Fort, Bombay.

DELHI.

ADULT EDUCATION WORKERS
CONFERENCE

Under the auspices of the Delhi Adult
Education Association, a conference of local
adult education workers was held on Decem-
ber 15th, 1946 with Mr. R.M. Chetsingh
in the chair. Representatives of all the im-
portant educational centres in Delhi — 15 of
them — were present. Mr. Shafig-ur-Rehman
Qidwai, Head of the Department of Adult
Education, Jamia Milia, stressed the need for
the co.ordination of adult education centres
in Delhi. Dr. N.S. Junankar, Education
Officer, Education Department, Govt. of
India, delivered a short address on the use of
Libraries, Filme, Museums and Radio in
adult education.

During the general discussion problems
of the various centres in Delhi were put for-
ward by their representatives. Amongst these
were problems concerning the shortage of
active and qualified workers; accomodation
tor students and lack of funds in some cen-
tres. Many useful suggestions to overcome
the difficulties were pui forward and the,Delhi
Adult Education Association Committee was
asked to give them careful consideration.

The conference was highly successful,
especially in the way in which it enabled
adult education workers from different centrea
in Delhi to learn from one another's experi-
ence. The chairman in his concluding re-
marks expressed the hepe that such oppor-
tunities for educational workers to meet each
other would be more frequent in the near
future,

DR. PRASAD'S APPEAL TO STUDENTS.

When the tenth conference of the All India
Students’ Conference met in Delhi at the end
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of December. Dr. Rajendra, Prasad in his
address, appealed to all students to help in
the struggle to win the country to literacy:
Dealing with the tasks which would have to
be tackled after freedom had been attained,

Dr. Prasad said :

.4’// “You are aware that our people are steeped
in poverty, illiteracy and other social evils,
We have to remove all these evils. Only
then India can become great and hold her
head high in the world. You have not-only to
learn your text books, but to gain experience
of life, so that when the time comes, you may
be able to face all the obstacles that come in
your way'. A

JAIPUR.

COMPREHENSIVE SCHEME
SANCTIONED.

The Government of Jaipur have sane-
tioned a comprehensive scheme for the in-
troduction of adult education in the State,
100 adult schools for imparting literacy to
both males 4nd females will be opened in
rural areas annually by the Government until
the State is gradually covered with a net-work
of such educational institutions. specia
course for adults will be drawn up. The stan-
dard of the curriculum will be up to the end
of the lower primary stage in reading, writing
and arithmetic. In addition to the three
R’s, elementary general knowledge will be
taught with special emphasis on hygiene,
sanitation etc. and the broad principles under-
lying rural development. The course of
instruction will be of 6 months’ duration, July
to December and January to June, the num-
ber of working days in each course being at
least 150. For the present the schools will
be established with part-time teachers who
will be paid Rs. 4/- and Rs. 6/- for each male
and female adult made literate respectively.
The teachers will undergo a brief course of
training in the methods of teaching aduls
lasting for about a menth. In addition to
opening regular schools for adults it is neces-
sary to enlist public cooperation in the great
task of liquidating adult illiteracy. Studente-
and teachers of schools and different organi
sations working for the good of the people
and other voluntary workers will be  invited
to assist in this work. Adults who do credi-
table work will be suitably rewarded by e. 2.
the award of certificates of merit, preference
in matters of employment or promotion, and
payment of case bonus. It has been provided
that 100 libraries and reading rooms should he
opened annually by the Government to sup.
plement the same number of adult schools,
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‘other areas,
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MADRAS.
THE INDIAN WOMEN'S CIVIC CORPS.

This Corps which was originally organised

to train housewives in air raid precautions
as now been established as a permanent
b_Ody and promotes among other things, adulit
literacy, and subjects of peculiar interest to

Women e g. house decoration and
€conomy, care of pre-school children crafts,
simple cottage industries and physical edu.

cation. Members are also taught how to use

Whe.a_t in food preparation, welfare of soldiers’
families and are given advice on how to
obtain their ration cards.

UNITED PROVIN CES.
From Mrs. Parker of Allahabad we have

news of an experimental centre having been
started at Jahangirpur by the U. P. Christian
Council in October. At present the house
of Mr. Baldeo. the organizer, is being used as
a centre, but plans are under way to rent
a larger building where the School and the
1brary may be housed. The programme is a
Va{led_ one consisting of popular lectures
(Wlth! it is hoped, lantern slide illustrations ),
andl;rafta, recreation, and schooling not
only for adults but for children as well.
»nce the Centre is well established it
18 to be used for training \ workers from

.The U._P. C.C. is also publishing a
series of simple primers on Child and Baby
Care, Sanitation, Animal Care and also on
Bible Stories for newly-literates.

MYSORE.

b ( We are indebted to the Mysore State
dul following

ult Education Council for the
account of their work. )

yea:fhen Mysore started adult education_six
L wag9. its ob]ect_xve was to t‘ea.ch reading

i :ﬁ“"z and to its seven million people.
& w,zsrowth of the movement its scope
A 'litl ened and the literacy ?1med_ at is
2AY e;ac\l",‘)f whole personality’ or in the
g © ood and Abbott ‘the use of
eading and writing' pursued as a ‘bye-pro-
uct of satisfying activites'.

h COMCQuently the Adult Education Council

f:l::l Mmade plans to give effect to the two-

o 43pect of education, (a) that it should be
fiversal (b) that it should be lifelong.
LITERACY AND FOLLOW-UP

4 COURSES :

Literacy for this purpose has been defined

:' the ability to read and comprehend 8
®W8paper article and write a letter. This
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‘ability is gained in a period of five months:
with the aid of special text-books written
from the adult point of view. Books and
writing materials are supplied to the pupils .
free of cost. As the classes are almost all
of them night schools, oil charges for light
are paid separately. Teachers are paid
remuneration on the basis of results at
the end of the course. The literacy course
is followed by a course for which a special
series of People's Books are being written.
Adults in the age group 12 to 40 number 2.9
millions, of whom 1.6 are women. All of them
will be literate in 10 years’ time according to
the present plan.

LIBARY AND GENERAL EDUCATION :

The rural library organisation tries to
ensure that every village with a population
of 500 or more has a library with a reading
room ; the number of libraries at present is
1560. They are member libraries of District
Central Library from which they receive new
books. A library journal called ‘Pustaka
Paapancha’ guides the libraries in their. choice

of books.

The library centres are, in addition, centres
of general education imparted by word of
mouth and by visual aids. In addition, the
age-old traditional methods of popular edu-
cation, like the Puranas, reading, Kirthana
have been revived and harnessed to this pur-
pose. The Folk Arts like the Miracle plays,
Marionette and rural forms of entertainment
are encouraged.

A scheme of Vidyapeeths or People's
Colleges on the model of the Danish Folk
Schools is being taken up and one such
institution about 20 miles from Mysore will
startits work in the middle of January.

Experts have been thinking of the Kan-
nada script with a view to lessening the burden
on the adult learner and to saving time in
gaining literacy. Another committee of ex-
perts has been working at a Basic Word liat
to help the writers of the People's Series.

The organisation entrusted with the adult
education work in the State iz non-official in
character and has an elected President, Vice-
President and Secretary. The Government
has deputed officers of the Education Depart-
ment to serve on tha Council and carry out
the work. It draws grants from the Govern-
ment and local bodies. The public has also
come forward with donations for specific
activities and ‘Trusts' have been lormed o
finance publications like the 'Popular Rum.
ayana’ and ‘Science ol Life Series",
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'BOOK REVIEWS —=-

“ THE KINGDOM OF THE MIND " by ALBERT MANSBRIDGE

On first glancing through the essays in
this book,* the reader may be surprised that
religion and net adult education seems to
fill the thoughts of a man who is known for
his work for adult education above all other
things. Such surprise should soon be re-
solved when one considers the sources of
adult education in England. In that country
both religious and political endeavour, some-
times separately,  sometimes jointly,
invigorated adult education. In the middle

decades of the century the consicousness on

the part of the vast, virile working class
of their unsatisfactory position coincided
with the desire of many agents to give such
education as would djrectly or indirectly help
the workers to an ex plicit realization of their
needs and how to fulfil them. Atno time
was this service concieved in narrowly
political terms and one has only to review the
history of the movement during the century
to realize the vastly different motives with
which educotionists approached the task; the
primarily technical Mechanic’s Institute the
religious adult schools aiming mainly at lite-
racy, Brougham's Society for the Diffusion of
Useful Knowledge which had the dual purpoge
of providing both vocational and non-voc®
tional education ; the Peoples’ College, th€”
University Extension Movements and th®

W.E.A.

The demand for adult education at this
time arose from two facts : first the incompre-
hensibility of one element in the experience
of the working class; secondly the realisation
that to understand it meant to control it
That one experience was the Industrial
Revolution; it is that which is the key to
the educational development of the country
in this century.

Driven or drawn inte towns which had
expanded so rapidly that the living quarters
of the poor were entirely without amenities,
the working man’s indignation demanded
first expression and then reform. To the
horrifying description of working class houses
in London as given in “ Sketches by Boz ",
in “ Alton Locke " and in Engel's “ Con-
ditions of the Working Class in England in
1848", the progress of the Cholera Plague of
the 1830°s and the revelations of the
Manchester Statistical Society consequential

** The Kindgom of the Mind”’ by Albert
Manasbridge, Meridian Prese.

upon the Plague, add their own grim testi-
mony. The dissatisfaction which was bred
in these surroundings was harnessed to the
campaign for the 1832 Bill, but, once it was
passed, a deep feeling of frustration and

resentment followed in sharp reaction when

the working class came to realize that they

had been duped.

It is then that we can see how closely
education and working class movements were
linked. Ludlow’s letter to Maurice from
Paris in 1848 shows clearly that he felt the
need for the Socialism of the period to be
‘educated’. Later he took his Christian
Socialism into the Trades Union and Co.
operative movements while Maurce carried
it into the Working Men’s College. At
the end of the nineteenth century we find
both' the Trades Union and the Co-operative
movement coming into the vanguard of
adult eduation. Moreover, the philosophy
of the times, the power which, along with
religion, carried forward the movement for
the improvement of social conditions, was
Utilitarianism led by James Mill who so

firmly believed in education that “ he felt.

as if all would be gained if the whole
population were taught to read, if all storts
of opinions were allowed to be addressed to
them by word and in writing and if by means
of the suffrage they could nominate a legis-
lature to give effect to the opinions they
adopted 7. (Note the close association of
education and political power ).

This lengthy review of the development of
adult education in England has served its
purpose if it has shown how in the environ-
ment of the nineteenth century physical con-
ditions, politic, philosophy and religion all
worked together to give cause and fire to
the popular cry for education. So much
explanation has seemed necessary to account
for the two phenomena of the period, the
presence of individuals the larger part of
whose enthusiasm was spent in educating
themselves and others (such as Thomas
Cooper, Shoemaker of Leicester), and the
presence, in addition of large numbers of
men who were willing to be educated.

It is with the memory of such individual
earnestness and mass willingness for adult
education that one must come to Mans.

bridge’s book, for Albert Mansbridge and the
early members of the W.E.A. were of this

stock. The temper of English adult educa.
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tion has changed since their day and one
-i8 inclined to wonder sometimes whether
the movement is not too much dependent
upon the impetus of those  earlier days;
whether now that politically the goal of
working class enfranchisement has been
reached, the workers do not lack the incentive
to set themselves to school again.

Albert Mansbridge’s ideal of education
owes much to his religious affiliations,
although from the declarations of later
leaders of the adult education movement, one
notes that religious values are no longer in
the forefront. Mansbridge’s achievement was
to bring into a workable union the Univer-
sities and the working class organisations,
particularly Co-operative Societies and the
Tr‘ades Unions. More realistic than James
Mill (in the passage quoted earlier) he
(eallz.ed that mere literacy - would put the
working class as much at the mercy of the’
demagogue as illiteracy,

“ It is certain that the essential know-
ledge of the ‘three R's’ operates
as a double edged tool. Whilst it
opens up the beautiful and the
true, it also opens up the cheap and
changing opinions of a tuned press
which it itself creates.”

Consequently, he sought on the one hand
to persuade the working class organisations
that they must educate their members and,
on the other, to persuade the universities that
they must provide such education.

The universities rose to the occasion and
80 did the working men. In appraising the
work of Tutorial Classes which Mansbridge
created, it will be convenient to consider it
Under separate headings :—

« The tuition From the first Mansbridge
3"'.‘“‘ 2ata high standard and persuaded the
E":“"’el’tphes. to send their best teachers, at the

M€ time insjsting that adult education tutors

Blfmuld be paid sufficiently well to be relieved
of a] financia) WOrry :—

‘ Tutors must be paid a wage that will
enable them to continue the work
with content, and a larger wage
than has often been paid to junior
lecturers in universities. The wor-
king people who helped to devise
the scheme said that a man should
earn £400 per annum if he took
five classes, and Oxford at leaat
pays this amount.”

At is not only the working men who stand
#ain from bringing the university into the
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market place, but the tutors also as they find
that the reactions of adult students cause
them to see their subject from a fresh angle
and Mansbridge quotes Prof. Pollard as
saying that contact with working class
student was forcing historians to study the
lives of ordinary people.

2. Standard of werk: The heart of the
movement has always been in the nucleus
of students who are willing to subject them-
selves to the discipline of rigorous study.
In the eighteen fifties we come acroes a Peop-
les' College in Sheffield where, at 6 o’clock
in the morning, with snow on the ground
outside and a newly lit fire inside, working
men would gather to study Latin and Greek.
Sixty years later Mansbridge can still write
of men walking five or six miles to classes.
That this is not empty enthusiasm is seen
when we read that :—

“ The essays written in eight classes were
examined at the close of the first
vear, at Oxford, and twenty five per
cent of them were declared to be
of a standard similar to those
essays witten by students who gain
first class honours in the final
schools of modern history.”

Not only were these workmen able to
give time and energyito study, but in addition,
spent long hours in teaching others and

ansbridge mentions cases of worker.tutors
of this kind going 12 miles to classes.

It must be remembered that these men
were not full time students but had to do at
least eight or more hours a day manual werk
before they were free to sutdy.

3. The mixed clientele : Qne feature of adult
education classes has been the mixing of men
and women and, especially in towns, the
wide variety of occupations represented.
Town councillors, brass or steel workers, coal
miners, school teachers, almost any and

every trade and profession has its represen-
tative.

4. The impartiality of the teaching : There are
in Edgland, two approachese to adult educa-
tion. On the one hand there is the National
Council of Labour Colleges which asaerts
that sincé all teaching is biased they will
frankly avow theirs to have a Marxist bent.
On the other is the majority of the adult
educational organisations which, perhaps
owing to their strong university affiliations,
aim at a presentation of the subject which
is as impartial as the tutor can manage,
leaving it open to the student to come down
on one side or the other as his reasoning
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leads him. *“The fear of politics”, says
Mansbridge, ““is not wholly dissipated, but

it is true that the students have everywhere
pursued their studies in the spirit of educa-
tion and have left the advocacy of their
creed or party for other times and other
places. ”

5. The influence of adult education The
political effect of all this educational work
has been to make working class action not
only more informed and constructive and less
violent, but also,in many cases to give the

BOOK REVIEWS

student ideals which he might otherwise not
have achieved. Throughout Mansbridge’s
addresses there runs the note of spiritual
endeavour. His aim was to create the con-
ditions in which the demand of Lord Rose-
berry could be fulfilled when he said, *We
require honourable, incorruptible, strenuous
men’. He strove to help men not only .
into fuller knowledge, but also into that
humility of spirit which is the constant theme
of his later addresses and which must go
with it if knowledge is to be turned into
wisdom.

PRESIDENTAL ADDRESS ( Continued from Page 6 )

different means for attaining it in the light of
our special circumstances. But there is one
idea — the germ of an idea — that has always
been nibbling at the back of my mind and
I should like to place it before you for what
it 18 worth. 1 would like to see built up in
every village and city and town, in every
school and college and University, Peace
Brigade¥, consisting of members of all local
communities who would pledge themselves
to resist with all their power—if necessary, to
lay down their lives in the attempt mass-frenzy
and communal madness whenever and wher-
ever it raises its head. What Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru said courageously in Bihar needs to be
repeated on behalf of hundreds of thousands
of individuals and groups : “If you want to
kill a Muslim, you will have to kill me first
and then do s0 over my dead body”. If
these Peace Brigades — all members dressed
alike and pledged to Unity — seriously pro-
claimed to an infuriated mob “ If you wantto
kill any Hindu or Muslim or Sikh you will
have to kill us first and then do so over our
dead bodies”” — if they said so and really
meant it, | cannot believe that even a
madmob will dare attack them indiscriminate-
ly. Baut if they did do so once or twice, I can
think of no more enviable or glorious or
useful sacrifice — the blood of such martyrs
may well become the seed of a new Church
of human unity and decency. These
values are at least not leas important in life

than political wranglings and tactical suc-
cess. For what will it avail us if we gain
Akhand Hindustan or Pakistan or the whole
world for that matter, if we lose our soul in
that process? May we not perchance dis-
cover, when it is too late, that we l}ave paid
too high a price for our ‘success’ and that
in the very moment of our triumph, ‘it tastes
like dead ashes in our mouth. If an appeal
from this (or any) platform can be of use,
I would appeal earnestly to all political
leaders, to all teachers and parents to all
teachers and parents, to all young men and
women who inhabit this great land which is
today plunged in shame and mourning at
the misdeeds of its own children — to realize
whither we are going and to cry halt to this
madness. It is not merely a question of a
few hundred or a few thousand innocent
people being murdered ; it is a permanent
poisoning of human relations; it is a muraer
of decency and kindiiness and neighbourly
virtues; it is a denial of culture and civilization.
We who teach and educate and fight for a
better life cannot tolerate this state of affairs
and it is our duty and our privilege to throw
ourselves on the side of decency in this
unholy conflict. Let no one dare to stand
aloof from this struggle for, in the words of
the Holy Quran; “ Beware of the catastrophe
which, when it befalls, will not be confined
to those who have specially t'r‘ansgressed
( but will sweep all into its train )

The entire abject of true education is to make people not merely do the right
things, but enjoy the right things ; not merely industrious, but to love industry—not merely
learned, but to love knowledge—not merely pure, but to love purity, not merelx just, but to

hunger and thirst after justice,

Ruskin,
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INDUSTRIAL LABOUR AND ADULT
EDUCATION.

(

In this issue we are publishing two articles
on adalt education through Trades Unions.
It is hardly necessary for us to remind our
readers that we are approaching this pro-
blem from a purely educational point of view
and that the Journal is not concerned
with the political aspects of Trades Unionism.
We accept articles and comments on their
merits and irrespective of the affiliations of the
writers with particluar unions,

. We believe that this is an important sub-
Ject as India is undoubtedly on the threshold
of a tapid industrial expansion and indus-

trial labour offers, PaaL

in many respects,
fields for adult education.
Moreover, observers are agreed on the need
° build up ap independent and thinking
voiking clags. Finally, experience in other
“Ountries has shown how much the movement

OF adult edycation benefits where such a
2lass exists, ;

! Further articles and news on this subject
will be. Published from time to time. At the
came time, we must not forget that for many
years yet, adult education in India will have
¥ pT.edominantly rural bias so that our im-
Mediate task je explore the differences

% i
. f “Beroach which the difference of environ-

:

that he

may become wise.—I Cor. iii. 18.

Editaial Netes.

ment demands as well as to decide upon
what is common to the two.

DELHI SUMMER SCHOOL, 1947.

The Delhi Adult Education Association is
proposing to hold its third Summer School
for training adult education workers during
the first two weeks of May. As before, there
will be lectures on the theory of adult edu-
cation ( general and adult psychology,
literacy methods, organisation of education
centres elc. ), opportunities for discussion and
for visiting adult education centres in Delhi
itself. The aim will be to give the worker
training suitable to the environment, rural or
in which he has to work. All
lectures will be in the vernacular. At the
end of the course diplomas will be awarded
to students whose work has been satisfactory.

urban,

Education departments, institutions and

individuals who are concerned to sgecure

training for adult education workers should
apply immediately to :—

The Secretary,

D. A. E. A. Summer School,
24, Rajpur Road,

Delhi.

, The organisers also invite applications
from lady workers, .

If any man thinketh that he is wise among you in this age, let him become a fool
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Adult Education In India: The Future.

By Mrs. DORIS E. CHETSINGH, B.‘A.

The importance of adult education is
being recognised increasingly the world over.
The burden of knowledge with the advance
of civilisation tends to become heavier and
heavier with each decade. The old idea,
that a few individuals could symbolise in
their own persons the total achievement of
human intelligence in the field of culture and
scientific advance, is now reluctantly yielding
place to the certain knowledge that we are
all learners, and that we are destined to
remain learners to the end of our days.
Individuals there will be here and there who
will have greater success in keeping pace
with the progress of knowledge. Neverthe-
less conditions make it necessary that
we all remain learners and students. This
recognition is the keenest in some of
the most advanced countries of the world.
Whether you think of the scientifically
advanced countries such as the U.S.A. or of
culturally advanced countries such as the
Scandanavian democracies, or whether you
think of the peoples of a country like
England, where there has been perhaps more
than elsewhere a balanced social and indus-
trial development, the importance of adult
education is heing increasingly recognised.
Instruments are being forged in all these
countries to give the mature and growing
adult facilities not only for learning about the
developments in specialised branches of
knowledge but facilities for evolving new
techniques in order to get familiar with new
tendencies in social and secientific develop-
ment and to adjust himself to their changing
demands.

In Indja during the last eight or ten years,
there has been a great deal of talk about adult
education, and yet it is the one subject about
which Educationists and Administrators and
even the small tribe of Social Thinkers have
least equipped themselves to speak. To
make a bad situation worse, adult education
continues to be confused with literacy in this
country. _This confusion has clouded the
real problem of adult education. We do
want men and women who are able to read
and write; but we want men not robots.
Modern ascience could produce inanimate
dummies which could decipher and write,
What India needs and what the world needs,
18 reading, thinking, discriminating individuals
who understand their social obligations in
the changing state of circumstances in which

they find themselves today. And India is
going through a period of unprecedented
transition. Let me quote from and an address
of Sir Radhakrishnan. Speaking to Allahabad
University graduates, he saia: “ We live at a
time when history is being re-made. There
is unrest in every sphere of life. There are
contradictions in aim, cenfusion of thought
in every line. In religion we preach the
highest philosophy and we are victims of the
worst superstition. We. quote Plato and
Sankara and believe in charms and amulets
and offer sacrifices for passing examinations
and winning prizes. The growth of national
consciousness is retarded by communal
separatism’.

When people talk of adult education in
India, the tedency to think of the past asserts
itself very strongly, Psychologists know that
harking back to the pastis an indication of
the unwilling recognition by the mind that
the new situation facing it is proving too
baffling for it. The more our leaders hark
back to the past, the more we may take it
they find themselves utterly insufficient for
the tasks tor the future of which they are
dimly aware. India is now in the process
of finding a new synthesis. She is passing
trom the stage of medizeval agricultural
civilsation and culture to urban modes ' She
has yet to evolve new cultural tendencies
and new values in civilisation which will be
adequate to the new atomic age. She has
yet to forge new ideals. This does not mean
that our old Indian ideals have to be thrown
over-board. Ideals are the spiritual and social
response of human beings living in commu-
nity to the state of natural, physical and
economic surroundings in which they find
themselves. As these surroundings change,
as these surroundings are mastered or
modified, so the content of the old ideals
has to be changed. So long as our response
transcends the mere animal response, in other
words so long as the spiritual quality of. our
response is sustained, our ideals will continue
to be creative and will express themselves in
changing and variegated patterns of social
behaviour,

Now all these considerations are important
in our endeavour to chalk outa programme
for adult education. We must not imagine
that the old Kala Shapama are enough for
our day, Fortunately, there are signs that |
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People in positions of authority and direction
are beginning to recognise this. That fearless
thinker C, Rajagopalachari. who mans the
Porlfolic of Education in our Interim Govern-
ment, in the course of a message to the All
ndia Adult Education Association’s Con-
erence, which is to take place at Trivandrum
on the 29th and 30th, says: “ [ have no doubt
- that some day we shall discover the secret
ot giving the right and necessary education to
our teeming millions without having to go
through the tedious process of teaching them
to read and write. [ believe it wiil be nearer
10 a religious movement than any educational
technique in the present-day meaning of this
Phrase.” Now this is most welcome, as an
Indication of the new outlook which must
Possess all our leaders if the problem of adult
€ducation in India is to be solved.

What then are the steps to be taken in
the years ahead of us if adult education is
O become a living movement and a driving
%ocia] force. Tonightl can only indicate a
ew of the necessary steps which must be
taken if we are to advance towards a solu-
ton. [n the first place, those who holfl
Influence and power must realise that in this
eld of education even more than in other
elds bold and systematic experimentation is
© be encouraged. Capable men and wo-
men with the necessary academic and
Practical experience of educational and
8ocial work must think and plan and arrange
Personally to participate in controlled ex-
Periments in adult education. This means

at we must all realise that a solution of our
Problem of ignorance and provision for con-
Ynuing education for our adult population
Cannot be laid down or discovered in a day.

The second step is the recognition or
8€tting up of responsible bodies for adult
€ducation. These should have the task of
Making experiments and for working out
pl“{ls which will be suitable for large areasin
-l’-’ 1a and perhaps for the country as a whole.

hirdly the place of the radio in adult ed-
Ucation is to be an important place. We
“Annot find sufficient teachers in India to
tez}c}, all our young people. And because of
.18 acarcity the education of adult millions
'3 often spoken of as a lost cause. ls it not
Possible for Government to consider the
Sablishment of small range Transmission
'ations ) This could be undertaken by
E"vate agencies, perphaps én a commercial

r:f"" If Government were to lay down
am > and  requirements for a minimum
Mount of edycational work and set up

bod

1ee for gupervising the quality of their

total output, there is no reason why such
short range stations should not increase in
number and in utility. This would also
involve the making available of cheap small
range radio sets. Work of this type has
been done in other parts of the' world as the
third talk in this series reminded us. Even
today in the United States of America,
several educational institutions have their
own transmitting stations and run their
own programmes.

But the radio by itself can never be
enough. Discussion Groups must be arrang-
ed and provision made for them to be su-
pervised by trained adult education workers.
Lessons and Talks could be given by ex-
perts in a suggestive or provocative way and
local discussion groups could be arranged
around these Listening Centres. Then there
is the Cinema. 16 m.m. projectors and
films should be made available in large
numbers Suitable groups of villagers could
have mobile cinema equipment with a
generator that could be conveyed on a bul-
lock from village to villager The operator
could charge the battery during his visit and
keep the radio set working. Such a step
would also offer new avenues of employ-
ment for the provision and servicing of pro-
jectors. The shooting and the distribution of
the films would offer new avenues of service
and would encourage the creative apirit,
which we need sorely at this time of our
social and political development.

But for all this, a Central Co-ordinating
Agency is necessary. It is the view of most
people who have had experience of adult
education work in India or abroad that it is
best to have a central co-ordinating agency
which is largely free from Government con-
trol and dictation. It may be feasible that a
Central Council of Adult Education along
the lines of the Council for Technical Ed-
ucation in India can be set up by the Gov-
ernment of India. Bodies like the Indian
Adult Education Association even perhaps
the Hindustani Taleemi Sangh, may be able
to supply the nucleus of experience needed
for the effective functioning of auch a Coun-
cil. A Central body should plan and attend
to the production o! visual education material
particularly of screened lessons which can be
shown by means of the Cinema in remote
villages. Educational cinemas would show
pictures of love and other normal human
interests and then in the course of doing sa,
also project on to the screen reading matter
ccl)nnected with the stories depicted by their

ms,
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Such a body would also see that a norm
is set up for Peoples’ Libraries. We have
yet te learn in this country. that the library
and the museum are necessary means of
public education. Libraries are meant not
merely to house and lend books and museums
nol merely to preserve curios in glass cases.
Both are meant to be living means of
. acquaintaining people with current ten-
dencies in literature, science and 'culture.
Those who have benefitted from functions
arranged at places like the Horniman
Museum in South London as | have bene-
fitted, will know what a rich field there is
before the librarian in India. Itis today a
practically untouched field at any rate where
rural areas are concerned.

Apart from a Central Body, each Province
must have a Provincial Adult Education
Board. These Adult Education Boards should
set up institutions and conduct or cause to be
conducted controlled experiments in their
regions after carefully working out a ten year
plan. These experiments should cover
different types of adult education such as
have been mentioned, for instance, in the
course of this series of talks. Each Province
must have a special Adult Education Officer
of the standing of a Deputy Director of
Public Instruction. When this happens,
then we can hope for progress in adult ed-
ucation and when there is a living adult
education movement, we can know that the
democratic future of our country will be
sure. He must work with the Provincial
Board which should be composed of a ma-
jority of non-official educationists and social
workers and thinkers and not in bureaucratic
aloofness.

‘ ] should like to emphasise that literacy
need not be the starting point of adult

education. The demand for literacy must be
inspired and nourished in India by human-
istic, economic and political motives as it was
in the England of the Chartists. The simple
educational maxim which is taught daily in
every Normal School and Teachers Training
College that ‘the best time for teaching a
thing is the moment when the need of it is
felt' is daily ignored (and ignored at what
cost!) by professional, educational adminis-
trators and by those who draw up plans for
adult education with a view to making
political capital out of them. | would urge
upon those who have authority today in pro-
vmcial‘ areas not to fritter away energy and
money resources by projecting futile 2 to 3

m}rleek Literacy campaigns and leaving it at
that.,

My last words must be about the need for
training whole-time Adult Education Workers.
Adult Education in the complex social setting
of India will never become a reality unless it
secures the services — in addition to those of
part-time voluntary (though not necessarily
unpaid) workers — of men and women who
are giving their entire time and thought and
creative faculties to the education of adults.
For this purpose, it is imperative that Training
Institutes working in the regional languages
of the land be set up. The training
should be of a high order and should
develop the trainees’ capacity for leadership
and initiative in the varied aspects of the
people’s life. Money should not be impos-
sible to find. Countries which find money
for destruction and bombs can also find
money for training its citizens to acquire
knowledge of and insight into our changing
social milieu if only it can believe in adult
education as a means of developing the
mind and intelligence of that wonderful
species — the common man.

Education through Trades Unions in England

By JOSEPH I. ROPER, M.A*

The Birtish Trade Union Movement has
not created a really effective system of
adult educatin related to its purposes and
problems. The Unions have shown a lack
of clear views on the subjecl: they have
developed no agreed philosophy and made
no sustained effort to solve the problem
of trade union education. Nevertheless,
interest in education has been a feature
of British Trade Unionism throughout most

*Mn, J. L Roperis a W. E. A. tutor in England and has himgelf made very promissing experiments m conne;tion—“

of its history, Educational experiments of
various kinds have been made from time
to time and with the growth of new trade
Union responsibilities interest is reviving in
the problems of the trade union education.

There are three fundamental needs to
be met by trade union education. They
arise from the associative character and
the social relations of modern trade unions.

with category No, 3 of tsade union education among the Iron and Steel Trades Unions.
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l. To nurture understanding of the social
fOTCFl and social possibilities of the society in
which trade unionism has to act.

2. To promote understanding of the
trade union world with its special issues
of law, organisation, and industrial and
political methods unique to the trade unions.

3. To promote understanding of the
8pecial economic environment in which
each particular trade union has to operate.

is need grows as bargaining techniques
Penetrate into deeper levels of industrial

.Control.

In Britain we have not integrated our
efforts to serve in a balanced way these
ree essential needs, but there have been
€xperiments and some very real achieve-
ments. \We have met best of all the first
Category of needs. In the Workers' Edu-
Cational Association (and in the National
Council of Labour Colleges if propagandist
education is not a contradiction in terms)
Clagses of trade union students have studied
ocial History, Economics and Political
cience. The trade unions are' affiliated
to the District and Central Councils of the
W.E. A. that organise these classes in
association with the Universities or the local

ucation Authorities. Many leaders and
fank - and - file trade unionists have found
eir way to intellectual developments, to
8ocia]l understanding, and more effective
trade wunion service, by means of such
tutorja] class=s. The weakness in this field
18 that the trade unions have left the initiative
t6 their individual members and have
Not gyufficiently encouraged them to under-
ake gerious study of the social sciences.

The second need for specialised work
on trade union problems has been only
Partly met although there is great activity
In this field at the present time There is
a .Workero' Educational Trade Union Com-~
Mitee comprised of a large number of
Unions that have shown a special interest
In education, together with representatives

of the E. A. There is a national
Committee and district committees
throughout the country. The W, E. T.

. C. committees organise summer schools,
Week.end schools, and many special
Conferences and lectures, and the Unions
®ncourage the attendance of students by
Means of scholarships and grants. There
has been no attempt to restrict the subjects
of atudy to the category of trade wunion
ﬁ'Obleml and all kinds of current affairs
ave been discussed. There is, however,

a tendency to relate this machinery more
particularly to the study of general trade
union problems, and recent schools have
tended to follow these lines. The ‘growing
official personnel of the trade unions under
the pressure of new and complex duties
feel the need for some intensive ‘study of
their own special field of work. Advanced
courses adapted to the needs of trade union
officials are now being developed in the
Universities, but a wider service is needed
to help the great number of local officials,
committee members, and rank-and-file acti-
vists who wish to develop their personal
efficiency and the role of the trade unions
in modern industry.

The third aspect of trade union education
is an almost unexplored field in Britain.
In the long run it is likely to be the most
important for rank-and-file trade union educa-
tion will be obliged to find its starting point in
the immediate environment of the worker. It
would be possible in Britain for a trade union
sufficiently interested to arrange for classes
for its members in the history, economics, and
trade union problems of its own industry.
It would be done in W.E.A. tutorial classes
provided the standards of teaching and of
students’ effort were at the proper level. In
fact it has rarely been done and a valuable
starting point for trade union education has
been neglected. Careful mental habits can
be developed by the worker through a study
of material near to his daily experience.
His mind can be broadened by being
guided from his own narrow industrial
experience to the wider relations of his own
industry and then outwards as far as is
necessary for social understanding and
depening social feeling. Trade unions today
interweave with all kinds of social institutions
and their influence can bear on all kinds
of social purposes so that by using the
immediate environment of the worker as the
starting point it could lead to many sided
social study and a broad training.

Trade union education therefore, seems
to require initiative at various levels, There
is the education of the popular leaders who
must be trained te accept large respon-
sibilities and to develop the power of the
trade unions as active industrial agencies.

But wise leaders need an understanding
body behind them so that rank-ana-file
education is not less needed. Only by

promoting educational activity at such various
levels can the trade unions manage the
difficult but creative tasks which they must
fulfil in the modern world.
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Trade Union Movement and Adult Education
By VEERENDRA SWARUP MATHUR, B.A., LL.B.

The Trade Union Movement in this
country has paid very little attention to the
education of its members. This attitude has
been mainly due to the wrong conception
of the aim and purpose of the trade union
activity. The trade union workers of this
country drew their inspiration from the tradi-
tion of “righteous indignation” of the pioneers
of the movement in Europe. They are
therefore more inclined towards agitation and
spectacular activities. Painstaking construc-
tive work is described by such enthusiasis as
“reformist activity”. Although there are several
objective factors also, the above attitude
on the part of Indian trade unionists has to a
great extent contributed to the present weak-
ness of the movement.

It must be understood that the function
of a trade union is to protect and promote
the immediate interests of the workingclass.
To make the worker conscious of his rights
and to enable him to discharge his duties
properly by giving him adequate education
and information should be thought of as an
important activity contributing to the welfare
of the worker. Obviously the trade unions
alone can be expected to take a lead in such
activities. When Indian trade-unionists start
copying the traditions of the pioneers of
European movement they forget that there
was a tremendous amount of painstaking work
which contributed to the strength and soli-
darity of the working class there.

Apart from the attitude of the trade
unionists, the other factor which has pre-
vented trade unions from undertaking educa-
tional activities has been the extreme poverty
of the unions. A large majority of the unions
‘do not collect sufficient subscriptions even
to hire a room or pay their officers, Most of
them have their offices at the residence of
one of the active “honorary”’ members of the
Union, who works elsewhere to support
himself and devoles only part of his spare
time to union work. There are however very
few educated young men who take interest
in trade union activities. Their own domestic

worries and the economic struggle for
existence leaves them hardly any time or
energy. It is in addition, not uncommon to

find one person looking after a number of
unions in his spare time. In such circums-
tances one could hardly seriously complain
of lack of welfare or educational activities
on the purt of Trade Unions. The organisa-
t.ional weakness and the dependence on
“outsiders ” is mainly due to the ignorance

am:l illiteracy of the workers. If the trade
union movement is to be strong serious efforts
should be made to educate the membership.
Trade union leaders should spring from the
ranks of workers themselves. The class
solidarity of which trade union leaders talk
so much can only come from class conscious-
ness, and education is its prerequisite. The
importance of education to the Trade Union
ovement is therefore clear.

: The question is what shape the educa-
tional activities should take. In a country
with more than eighty per cent illiteracy
the first thing that suggests itself is a contri-
b}xtlon towards removing it. But making
eighty per cent of the vast population of four
hundred millions literate is a stupendous fask
and should more appropriately be left to the
state. Education is however possible even
without literacy, and my own feeling is that
efforts for making people literate would not
succgcd very much unless we aye able to
convince the ordinary worker of the utility of
being literate. His own experience all around
him is that literacy is of no use. Even those
who had to undergo compulsory primary
education are fast relapsing hack into illite-
racy as their literacy has given them no
advantages either financial or otherwise. ltis
difficult to assure any financial adva;utagea
but I feel we should concentrate first on the
a‘lready literate 8o as to help them use their
literacy for their own education and infor-
mation. Education should be given, both to
the_ literate and to the illiterate by talks and
by interesting and instructive magic lantern
shows. These educational activities alone can
make the illiterate realise what he is missing
in life and if he is assured that literacy can be
acquired within a short period, he might be in-
clined to put some efforts into it. But in no case
can literacy work be started in the begining.
About the education of the already literate
thg main difficulty is that suitable *follow
up” literature is not available, A serious
effort will have to be made by the Adult
Education Movement to produce such litera-
ture. Concretely | would suggest that the
Trade Union Mevement should be helped
in running .what are known as “ Workers'
Clubs”, The object of the workers' clubs will
be to provide (1) information, (2) recreation,
(3) entertainment, and (4) education. All
these things are badly needed by the workers,
Experience has convinced trade.union
workers that clubs can lay ‘down a solid
foundation for the labour movement.




Women and Adult Education (Part 2)

By Miss M. N. SEETHAMMA

ORGANIZING THE STUDENTS,

The next step in building up the literacy
class is the class proper and the collecting of
students. To begin with it is good to try to
get the help of charitable institutions like
mother and child-welfare centres, samajas
and 80 on. In places like these, we get baits
to attract the students. For instance, our

18t 7 classes were opened in the milk centres
with the help of the nurses. The nurses refuse
to give milk to the mothers if they refuse to
attend the literacy class. This forces the
mothers to the literacy classes.

In this way the torch of our literacy pro-
Paganda was first lighted. At the request of
the volunteers, the students themselves started
Canvassing for classes in their own localities.

18 sort of person-to-person propaganda has

elped a great deal in opening classes. At
Present we have 63 classes, scattered all over
the city. There is propaganda on the side
of the volunteers too. The volunteer who
has' found a little help and relief through
iteracy work advises her suffering sisters to
take up similar work. Thus there are recr-
Wits for Jiteracy work and this informal pro-
Paganda is lasting and real. [t reaches every
nook and corner better than any other method.

This is only breaking the ice. The next
8tep is attracting the students. The illiterate
Tesponds best to the call of religion. Our

iteracy classes open with a Sarswathi Puja.

e arrange the Puja with a programme of
harata reading, recitations, dances distri-
utions of prasad and a talkin the place
we intend opening the class and invite all
the women of the locality. In our talks we
make an appeal to the women to join our
clagsses. We tell them the need for women’s
education by pointing out how the home is the
first school for children, how we have to clear
ourgelves of the accusation that we are a
stumbling block to national progress and
emphasising what is our share in the national
uplift. We also tell them how reading and
Writing would make them more independent
Just as the man who can talk is better than
the dumb man in expressing himgelf. We
also tell them how they can make good use
of their time by reading purans, Bharate, lives
of good and great women and increase
their knowledge of the world by reading
hewspapers.

But more important than these, we siress
the need of their trying to think for them-

selves and understand things. We tell them
that they must learn to think how to do their
duty better, and thereby get greater peace and
happiness.

One important point about arranging these
meetings is the atmosphere. It should be
informal, homely and pleasant. It should
touch the heart of the people. Only informal
meetings are successful regarding literacy
among women. Itshould take the shape of
the old gatherings of women wherein they
used to meet for hair dressing, sewing em-
broidery, singing, dancing and so on. People
should meet in the house of the most
humane and friendly leader of the locality
and learn the three R’s. An official air
makes the task look big and frightens both
the students and the volunteers,

MAINTAINING CLASSES.

The work for the spread of literacy does
not end with the training of volunteers and
organising classes through pujas. There is
yet another problem of keeping the classes
opened intact. The teaching of just the three

R’s is a dull business. The students are
enthusiastic ounly in the beginning. Once
the difficult part, particularly the writing

comes the sudents drop out of the classes.
It has been noticed that the students learn
reading more easily than writing. | was sur-
prised to find that many of our women who are
used to drawing designs ‘“‘Rangoli” in front of
the houses, are not capable of writing letters
involving curves and circles. They easily
learn to read. But, writing and particularly
dictation they find very difficult and from this
point of view the course ef literacy must be
extended.

The main reason for a class breaking up
is this strain of learning to write. Over and
above this there are some causes like sickness
either of the student or any one at home,
child birth and quarrels among the students.
The last feature is very common, and the
inferiority and superiority of caste feeling
easily breaks a class up. It is strange and sur-
prising to see how superiority and inferiority
of feelings of castes rank high among the
lower castes themselves. These are strenger
than the feeling of distinction between the
brahmins and the non-brahmins. The kuruba
yefuses to come to a sub.caste’s house.
Similarly a Moratha refuses to come a Ksha-
triya’'s house. They think that it is below
their dignity to go to the other’s house and
that their men won't allow it.
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After starting the classess, we have the
problem of keeping them intact. | It has been
found successful to supplement these classes
with a handicrafg class for this purpose. This
helps us to make our movement a cultural
revival too. We mu:t try in and through
literacy to revive many of our old crafts and
traditions and make the illiterate women more
self-concious, useful and self-sufficient. The
illiterate woman is a stranger to house-hold
economy, She is not of the creative type.
She dose not think of stitching her torn saree

or blouse in time. She (loes not think of being,

clean and thereby escaping disease.

It is good to introduce sewing, cutting,
charka, button making, weaving, basket ma-
king, mat making and similar cottage indus.-
tries. In some classes there is a demand for
fine arts like embroidery, crochet, flower ma-
king, music, and so on. In some other places
there already exists an industry and there is
a demand for literacy. While they work they
like to hear something of the outside world.
So they work and read by turne.

This teaching of the Yoree R’s along with
a handicraft is a good scheme. In making
poor women more -self-sufficient and where
it isa source of earning, we can help them
with a market or give better and new designs
of articles and methods to make them. In
fact ‘many literacy volunteers have helped
their students by =elling the articles they had
manufactured Why! even making good
masala, masalgraing pappadams are good by-
industries for literacy classes.

Alopg with these industries, lecturers,
Bharatha readings, folksongs and dances
and other things are mnecesgsary to make
and keep literacy class intact and to
moke the ‘movement more comprehensive
and thereby fruitful.  Saraswathi Pujas
and the progrinme with it that wss men-

‘tioned previously should be there at least

once a month to keep the literacy classes
alive. Along with three R’s the illiterate
woman should learn to be more clean, more
skilful, more self-sufficient, good and kind.
To muke her more intelligently absorbed in

her duty would be the most useful and last-
ing result of a literacy movement and this
should be the aim. We must create a

mentality 1o live well. The rest will follow.

With this in view, we should arrange talks
on personal and public hygiene, mother-craft
and other topics that would breaden her out-
look and ensble her to understand better the
world and the purpose of life. We must
nleo aim at making her life more pleasant by
providing en lextninment and recreations.

- r i1

It is here that the school and college girls
can help the literacy movement. They can visit
the literacy classes on Saturdays, Sundays and
other holidays and give entertainments in the
ways of songs, plays, talks, recitations and so
on. They can also help propangada and if -
possible they can do alittle towards the ‘make
your home literate’ move by each one teach-
i:]g one person at least. More than all, the
contact will kielp both the parties to get a
balanced view of life. '

To sum up, a literacy class should be
made as attractive and as useful as possible
for its success. It should be a wide movement
to educate the illiterate woman into being
gentle, homely, hardy, efficient and selfless.

FINANCE

A few words about the financial aspect of
the movement. For every ten student trained
we pay rupees five per month, per volunteer.
We allow her to have three such classes with
a view to enable her to have a living of
rupees fifteen. Such classes run for six,
monthe. For the follow—on clubs of three
months, we pay each volunteer rupees five for
every ten students per three months. ‘The
supkrvisors are supposed to get Rs. 10/- for
every ten classes, although we have not been
paid at this scale. But we must be paid at
this scale to get the worker’s best attention.

Over and above these itis good to give
liberally for adult education programmes.
A good, wuseful and pleasant programme
needs some ‘airs’. We should provide money
for this.

In connection with finance, | have rather
bumorous but at the same time painful com-
plaint to make. The auditor has been a
nightmare and has damped our enthusiasm. -
A tew items like prasadam, tea for a person
showing interest in literacy and so on do not:
find a place in the auditor's accounts, but
propaganda of the type I have mentioned
involves such things. It needs lot of pleasing
and attentive actions Looking to the honesty
of the workers we must make provisions for
these jtems.

This is the little experience of ‘women
and literacy' that | have. There is lot to be
done and it can be done with a goad heart
and in '‘a guiet way. The end and aim of
literacy propaganda would be to have in
every locality a reading room — more after
a the type of small samaj, where God fearing,
good and kind women group togther to spend
a pleasant useful and friendly time.

THE END




FACTORY CLASSES IN BOMBAY.

( The editors are very grateful to che special literacy officer of the Bombay Adult Ed ication
Committes for allowing them to give publicity to the committee’s scheme of adult education
in factories. News of similar schemes tried elsewhere will be greatly welcomed. )

|. Under the scheme any number ol
classes are maintained for the employees in
the premises of a mill, a factory, a work-
‘shop or a similar concern.

2. The literacy course extends over a
period of four months ai the end of which
a literacy test is held and certificates given to,
those who satisfy the test.

3. The exact time of holding the classes

will depend upon the number of shifts in a
concern.

(1) The of hslding classes in one-shift concerns.

4. Those mills and workshops that
work only one shift will maintain one or
more classes according to their needs and
the time of holding the classes would be any
hour during the working period of the
concern. In case the nature of the work does
not permit a break in its continuity, the
classes may be held (i) about an hour before
the commencement of the daily work or
(i) at the commencement of the afterncon
session. .

- 5. In case the above arrangement for
holding classes is not practicable, the clas-
ses may be held at the end of the day’s work.
It may be noted that this arrangement should
be resorted to only when others are imprac-
tiacble as this is the most unsuitable time for
learning, the labourer being exhausted and
anxious, to get home as early possible,
But in the absence of a better arrangement
under the exiting conditions we have to
adopt it.

6. About 25 adults should be enrolled per
class per session of four months. 1he
classes will be held for about an hour on
évery working day except Sundays

a n(l
other holidays observed by the concern.

7. The approximate cost for one cliss
of this type for a four months course is
Rs. 100 for recurring expenses and IKs. |35
tor non recurring.

(I1) Time for holding classes in two-:hift concerns.

8. Two sets of classee can be arranged.
Classes before the commencement of the

night-shift and those immediately after the '
break of the day shift The former will
meet for about an hour before night-shift
commiences and the latter _for about an
hour after the close of the day-shift. The
workmen who work in the night-shift will
thus have to come about an hour earlier
and' the day.snift men will have to sit
so much tifne later on all working days.

9. In case of type ll classes one teacher
can conduct two consecutive classes and thus
manage about 50 workers.

10. The approximate cest of this double
class for a four months’' course is Rs. 140
recurring expenses, Rs. 175 non-recurring.

Il. The Committes generally expects
that a company’s employee or employees
suitably qualified for teaching and mana-

ging a class or clusses will be able totake
up the work betler than an outsider.
However, if such a person is not available
from the Company's staff, the Bombay City

Adult Education Committee wtll supply a
teacher or teachers from its list.
12. Each cluss and its teacher will

remain under the direction of the Committee's
Officers and the teacher will have to submit
weekly reports of progress to the Committee’s
office on prescribed forms,

13. The whole amount of cost mentioned
in paras, 7 and 10 above is ordinanly to
be remitted to the Commiitee’s office by
cheque. But if for any resson the company.
concerned thinks that it will be convenient
for them to pay the teacher diveot fromi
month to month the Commitiee hus ne
objection. But the resigue mast be remitted
to the Comnmitiee's office.

14, It must noted that the succesa
ol the scheme depends on (i) the regular
attendance cof the emplovess (i) the w-.gul.ar..
honest and efhctent work of the ‘tencher
and (1) the prospects which the emplyees
can see alter they become literate. ’

15. The officers of the company
have to, see that
and the teacher

kS
0e

will
the employees attend
works - regulavly, The
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educational supervision and guidance.is the
business of the Committee’s officers which
they will give whenever they find it
necessary.

16. Regarding the prospects for the new-
literate employee, it will be helpful if the
company makes it clear that the employee
if and when he becomes literate, will receive
special consideration from the management
while confirming him in the existing job or
promoting him to a higher one, other require-
ments being equal.

17. With a view to enabling the new

literates to continue the habit of reading and
to enrich his mind by wuseful knowledge
further education is to be provided for some
months more. A separate scheme for this
further or postliteracy education is prepared
and is being given a trial in some mills
at present, with satisfactory results.

18. If a circular on the following lines
is issued to the workers before they are
asked to join the literacy classes the manag-
ment will be giving them considerable
inducement to avail them selves of the
educational facilities :—

“It is needless to stress the importance
of the ability to read and write. Qur manage-
ment hsve included literacy education
as one of the very important activities of
our Welfare department under the guidance

of . Special classes
have been run for the benefit of our illiterate
employees some of whom have now become
literate. The management, however, feel
that considering the large number of illite-
rate men and women working in our mllls,

Grow old
The best is
The last of life, for

Our times

FACTORY CLASSES IN BOMBAY :

more intensive efforts should be made ‘in
order to speed up the liquidation of illite-
racy from among our employees. In consul-
tation and co-operation with the Special
Literacy Offiicer of the Bombay City Adult
Education Committee the management pro-
poses to run some classes in our mills as
a perinanent activity, Classes for different

languages will be held from

[ The workers will
not have to pay anything by way of fees
and will be provided with books, slates
etc. free. The management have decided
to give preference to those who are able
to read and write, whenever the question
of promotions, confirmation or new appoint-
ments is to be considered in future.

(To the Heads of Department) The Heads
of different departments are requested to
explain the advantages to the illiterate
employees under them and persuade them
to join the classes in a large number.
They are further requested to make separate
lists of those workers who are willing to
join the proposed classes. The management
also expects each head to take keen interest
in the education of the employees under
him, to make inquiries about their atten-
dance and progress from time to time and
to encourage them to make continuous efforts
to learn the arts of reading and writing as
early as possible.

Sd/—
For the Management.
The necessary alterations in the draft

may be made by the Managements concerned,
to suit their own concern.

along with me !

yet to be ,

which the first was made;
are in His hand

Who saith, “A whole I planned,

“Youth shows but half ; trust God : see all nor be afriad !”

Browning.



What's Your Opinion ?

il

Should Students be conscripted fo Adult Educatfon ?

From :—
Dewan l?ahaclur IK. S. Ramaswami Sastri.

The Editor of the I. J. A. E.
Dear Sir, N
My answer to the question is ‘ Yes  and
‘No’. This may seem tar be a veritable
Chinese puzzle. Let me explain myself.

Should students be conscripted for adult
education? Yes. The late Sir N. Statham,
Director of Public Instruction at Madras, th-
ought that if there¢ were universal compulsory
free primary education, cent per cent literacy
would be achieved soon among the youth
and that the adults of the present generation
would die outin a short time. Dead men do
not tell tales, says the proverb. It does not
matter if dead men are literate or illiterate.
But unfortunately the problem is not so sim-
ple as that. The illiterate adult acts as a
drag on the boys and girls who soon after
achieving literacy lapse into illiteracy. Fur-
ther, the illiterate adults are voters and if we

o not educate our masters the results will be
serious to all. It must also be remembered
that a chain is only as strong as its weakest
link and that our cultural contribution to the
thought and well being of the world will be

ampered by the prevalence of illiteracy in

our motherland. Further, universal literacy
and education alone will make us a great
modern nation and the liquidation of illi-
teracy will lead to the liquidation of com-
munal discords.

India’s population is 400 millions and
her percentage of literacy is 10%. If students
are not to be conscripted and if trained and
paid teachers are to be employed to achieve
adult literacy, we may have te wait for a
Century to get the work done. We cannot
afford to wait.

Why are people afraid of the word “Con-
scription” ?  They are not afraid of it in
regard to the army whiech is needed to
ward off enemies without. But they seem
to be afraid of it in connetion with the army
needed to ward off the enemy within the gate |

. No student is to be censeripted for years.
Sl.x month’s work by him is enough. It
will do good to him also, because the work
18 a migsion of love and is twice blest: it

lesseth him that gives and him that takes.
It will quicken his sympathies, it will be
an antidote to his egotism (which is generally
engendered by the modern purely intellectual
education): it will give him an intimate

‘nowledge of Indian conditions; and it

Will supplement bookishness by practice.

o

‘thusiastic and love to do such work.

The argument that conscription breeds
dishonesty and creates a new ‘profession’
“that of having been made literate” may
be a smart one but has no force. There
is only honest service in the work and neo
dishonesty whatever. Becoming literate is
a source of national power and is, in no
sense, a profession’. g -

It is not correct to suggest that cens-
cription will make the student teachers other
than “cheerful, friendly and enthusiastic”.
Students are by nature idealistic and en-
Idid
such work when I was a student and I loved
it and loved my illiterate brothers and did
the work in a missionary spirit. The analogy
of a mine or a factory is neither here nor
there. There will be no disappointment, no
dullness, no frustration.

VYhe suggestion that if students are cons-
cripted, such conscription will prevent a rise
in' the salaries of teachers has no merits.
There is room for all; there is work for all.
National welfare is the primary consideration,

That the conscripted students will be a
fluctuating body is another weak argument.
The work is simple and done soon. A
fluctuating body can do it as well as a
permanent body.

Should students be conscripted’ for adult
education? No, if they are notto be trained
for the work. Even an ordinarily trained
teacher who can deal with youth is no good
for it. The illiterate adult is a shy and
sensitive creature; he is a tired individual
and has to be tackled after a day’s work.
He knows many facts in life and is nota
mere raw crude boy or gitl, But a brief
training will do. A few lessons about adult
psychology and about the right technique
of imparting literacy to adulis will be enough.
We ran in Madras a few training centres
and we found a month’s training to be guite
enough. Quite recently the University of
Madras hae begun work on these lines and is
organising a department of Extra Mural Studies
and proposes to give training to adult eduea-
tion workers. Anthropology has come in as
an optional subject for the Degree Examina-
tions and [ believe that Sociclogy ulse will
come in in ifs wake.

Thus 1 stand . for, the conscription of
trained students in their thousanda and tens
of thousands to achieve complete adult
literacy within fve years. Nay, | want India
to have cent per cent literacy by 1952. |
am an old manin a hurry and | cannet, and
will not,’ wait, :
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INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION,

Report of the Honorary General Seeretary
Presented to the

FOURTH ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION CONFERENCE
Trivan(,:lrum, 29th—31st December 1946,

The General Secretary's last report was
presented at the end of December 1944
in Cawnpore. A brief account of the prin-
cipal happenings since then is given below.

It is a matter of great satisfaction that
the Association has gained the genuine
interest of His Highness The Maharaja of
Indore and His Highness The Maharaja
Bhup Bahadur of Cooch Behar, who kindly
agreed to become the Patrons of the Asso-
ciation. In view of the keen interest of
Rajyabhushan Rajyaratna Rai Bahadur
Colonel Hiralal of Indore in the work of the
Association, the Executive Committee unani-
mously recommended and the Council appro-
ved his election as a Patron of the Association.

In the middle of 1945, the Honorary
Treasurer was called upon to go to San
Francisco Conference as a part of his official
duties and at one time it was feared that on
his return from there, he might not be posted
to India. But we were giad to have him
back in December 1945. During his absence
overseas the Honorary General Secretary
carried on the Treasurer's duties as well as
his own and a sum of money, though not
quite suffiicient for the needs of the Associa-
tion, was raised by soliciting donations and by
increasing the income from meinbership fees.

The office of the Association continues
to . be housed at the residence of the Hono-
rary General Secretary who fortunately was
able to move recently to a more commodious
building at a central place near Old Delhi.

Field work in South India: The Asso-
ciation organised group meetings, camps, and
demonstration conferences in important towns
and cities, a6 as to raise the enthusiasm of the
public, particularly the rural workers. New
adult education ventures were organised
and advice was offered for the re-organisation
of existing ones on proper lines,

The manifold activities of the Association
included encouragement for the revival of
indigenous educational programmes in tem-
ples, mosques and churches with the help
of local educational and religious leaders ;
certain | training courses mainly for rural
workers were also provided,

Information and Consulialion: The
Association has acted as a clearing house of

ir}formation and has answered queries and
given advice in regard to the starting and
carrying on of -adult education work in diff-
erent parts of the country. Responsible
wtorlt:ers in [ndian States and under some Pro-
vincial Governments have, from time to time,
sought opportunities for personal consultation
with officers of the Association. Among
those whose requests in this connection were
attended to were the different institutional
members of the Association and the Educa-
tion Departments of Alwar, Baroda, Belgaum,
Bharatpur, Bhavnagar, Bhopal, Gwalior, Jind,
Kashmir, Kuatch, Indore, the Punjab States
and others. Further, valuable contacts were
maintained with the Provincial Governments
promoting Adult Education work and with
Adult Education Organisations in Ceylon,
UK., Latin America, the US.A,, and other

countries.

Collaboration vith the. Hindustani Talimi
Sangh: In early 1945, the Sangh appointed
an Adult Education Sub.committee with dMr.
G. Ramachandran as Convenor. The Hon-
orary General Secretary of the Association
was requested by the Sangh to serve asa
member of the Committee and this appoint-
ment was accepted by him. The findings
of the Sub.-committee were printed in the
Indian Journal of Adult Education in its issue
for October 1945.

Delhi Summer School For Educational
Workers : In Delhi, Summer Schools for
Educational Workers were organised in May
of the years 1945 and 1946 by the Delhi
Adult Education Association. An account
of the results accomplished was pubiished
in the Indian Journal of Adult Education in
its issue for June 1945 and July-September
1946 respectively.

Service in The Coalfields ; Last summer
the Honorary General Secretary was inyited
by the Government of India as an expert to
visit Raniganj and Jharia coal-fields and draw
up a scheme of Adult Education for the
Coal-fields, which could be taken up by the
Advisory Committee for welfare work under

the Miners’ Welfare Fund.

UNESC.O.: The Honotary General
Secretary was invited by the UNESCO to
write a paper on behalf ofrlndia on Funda-
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mental Education, covering the fields of
Adult Education and primary education.
This paper was .incorporated by UNESCO,

which met in Paris recently.

Radio Talks: The Association was able
to arrange for a series of Broadcast Talks
on Adult Education. Two of these were
published in the November issue of the
Indian Journal of Adult Education.
Literature : Paper situation in the country
had hindered the development of suitable
literature and it is gratifying to note that,
with the gradual easing of the situation,
more suitable Adult Education literature is
being published. Several Institutional mem-
bers of the Association have published in

different regional languages, series of
booklets in graded characters, specially
written for adults. The subjects include
Literature, Biographical sketchs, History,

Geography, Civics, Politics, and Economics,
Occupations, Arithmetic, General Knowledge,
Health and Hygiene. The Association has
oftered guidance and advice to other orga-
nisations intending to produce similar graded
literature for adults.

The Indian Journal of Adult Education :
The journal continues to render singular
service and is now running into its
seventh year of usefulness. As usual, it
continues to be provided free to all members
of the Association and thereby helps to keep
workers in this field posted with modern
trends in Adult Education, thought, theory
and practice.

Suggested Plans for the Immediate Future :
In the light of the experience gained
during the last several years, it is now
proposed to strengthen the Central Office

to enable it:—
(a) to act more effectively as a clearing
house of information for the country ;

(b) to initiate some projects of research
and to arrange for the publication

'

qf especially prepared or selected
literature for different grades of adult
education work;

(c) to encourage planned experimentation
with different tyes of adult education
and to make the results generally
available ;

(d) to start regular training courses for
Adult Education tutors:

(e) to make provision for some Corres-
pondence Courses calculated to
provide facilities for continuation
education and study in certain sub-
jects as is done in Australia, Britain
and elsewhere. »

Fellowships: It will be necessary to offer,
(in the beginning perhaps only 1 or 2)
Fellowships to younger university men of
promise who will undertake experimentation
and research in adult education problems
and methods under the intimate supervision
ot competent senior educationalists and
social workers.

Increasing Demands : Already the demands
from different parts of the country for infor-
mation about the type of literature available.
about the standards to be enforced, about
different methods to be followed and about
different types of adult education work to
be undertaken have grown considerably.
So far, all the work that has been done from
the Central Office, has been done on a
purely honorary basis. If the projects for
the immediate future outlined above, are
to be efficiently executed, supervised and
directed, as they should be, the work of
the Association must necessarily increase
further. ltis, therefore, essential to secure
some wholetime help for the Central Office
of the Association under the direction of
the Honorary General Secretary.

Ranjit M. Chetsingh.

In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand; for
thou knowest not not which shall prosper, whether this or that, or whether they shall be

alike good.—Eccles. xi. 6.
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From Other Lands. ——mte—

GREAT BRITAIN ;
FIRCROFT RE-OPENS.

After being clesed for five war years,
Fircroft re.opened as a residential college
for working men on 5th October, 1946. On
that date we were still waiting to go back
to the college buildings which were being
used as a Remand Home for young people.

Fircroft started in some army hutsin the
garden of a neighbouring college and this
limited the number of students to fourteen.

Among the students there were three
young Danes — a baker, a weaver, and a
schoolteacher, a farm worker from New Zea-
land, three British coalminers from Yorkshire
a nd Durham, two former members of R.AF.
air-crews, two ex-army men, a social worker,
a retail trader and an electrician,

The new warden, Leslie Stephens, M.A,
of Oxford University and London School
of Economics, has been lecturer in Social
Administration and, before that, was Parlia-
mentary Candidate and Factory Inspector
and had spent five years in industry and
commerce.

Waulstan Lee, the previous warden, conti-
nues his connection with Fircroft as a visting
lecturer. Miss Mary Pumphrey is continuing
her old course in Logic. Wilfred Leighton
is continuing as tutor in History. Norman
Booth has come to Fircroft from Bristol
University. He was a student at Fircroft
in 1924.5 and later obtained a B. Litt. at
Oxford.

In .December, 1946, the Remand Home
left Fircroft and the second term started on
1 1th January { with some eighteen students)
in the old buildings.

Fircroft continues to offer courses in
Economics and Social Studies, History,
Political Philosophy, Central and Local

Government, and English Literature. The
students have aready formed a Literary
Society and are in the process of forming
a Political Society. One of the best efforts
of the first postwar term was the production
of a College Magazine.

The Old Fircrofters’ Guild had its first
post-war reunion at Easter, 1946, with some
seventy old students gathered together for
a week-end conference. Among speakers
were George Cadbury, the Chairman and
&t/)'int founder of Fircroft (in 1909), Mrs.

argaret Harvey, wife of the second warden,
and Marius Skar, who was at Fircroft in

1913 and is now Principal of one of the

Danish Folk High Schools.

All friends of Fircroft are delighted that
the college is now open again and are hoping
that, in the years ahead, it will continue to
help workers to lead fuller lives and to take
up responsibilities in our political and social
life. At least we feel that it is an indication
of the good work done in the past that
three old Fircrofters are members of present
Parliament. One of them, Arthur Moyle,
is Parliamentary Private Secretary to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee. There are also
a Jarge number of City Councillors in
London, Birmingham and other' Provincial
towns who are former students of Fircroft.

Greetings from all members of the staff
and students at Fircroft to our friends in
India. We wish you every success in
establishing a stable and progressive Indian
Government and in the great task of
strengthening the social and economic life
of your great country.

AUSTRALIA :

MANIFESTO FROM THE CONFERENCE
OF THE NEW EDUCATION
FELLOWSHIP.

The conference of educators from many
different countries which was held in Aust-
ralia in 1946 has published a manifesto in
which it brings educational thinking into line
with the other movements which are
steadily creating a world outlock.

“Education,” they say, ‘“‘should build
in the hearts of young and old a loy-
alty to a world order. While devo-
tion to one's nation continues to
be legitimate and desirable, such
devotion must now be reconciled
with this larger loyalty. Thus the
traditional conception of national
sovereignty should be replaced by a
conception of international authority—
an authority to which every individual
nation, in all crucial jesues of world
peace and security, is subordinate.”

This is the second of the “minimum
world-wide objectives for international educa-
tion”. The third deals with the elimina”
tion of illiteracy throughout the world:

“Full support should be given to all
steps taken by the world order to
raise and enrich the educational
attainments of every section of the
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world. In accordance with the

purposes stated above, the ultimate

aim should be to provide an inter-

national education authority em-

powered to abolish illiteracy in all

countries as agreed upon democra-

tically by all members of the world
order.”

The manifesto then goes on to outline

a plan of action through which these aims

may be achieved. Two are of particular

interest. There is first, the suggestion of

“an international education budget com-

mensurate with the enormous task of rais-

ing educational levels throughout the world .
The authority which should be charged
with this duty is, the Conference proposes,
U.N. E. S. C. O. Secondly, it recommends
that there should be an international classi-
fication of pedagogical terminology as well
as of the degrees and diplomas issued by all
the educational institutions throughout the
the world. It suggests that the exchange
of students and graduates between countries
would be facilitated by mutual recognition
of matriculation standards.

The Indian signatories of the manifesto
are Kapila Khandvala and K. G. Saiyidain.

NEWS from FAR and NEAR —-

BENGAL :

The Bengal Ministty has sponsored a
Five Year plaa for developing general and
technical education throughout the Province.
Among the new schemes mentioned is one
for a revised programme of adult education.
This covers both literacy and post literacy
work the first by opening mass literacy centres
all over the province and the second by
means of public lecturers and practical
instruction.

BOMBAY :
THE TEN YEAR PLAN.

At a meeting of the Bombay Municipal
Corporation, Mr. SK. Patil suggested that
the carmrying out of the City's l'en Year
Plan for liquidating illiteracy should be
put into the hands of an expert advisory
committee of the Corporation on which
Government representatives should sit. In
addition he foresaw, he said, that the plan
would be more expensive than had been
expected as the teachers’ remuneration would
have to be more tempting.

PARENTS AND EDUCATION PLAN.

¢ The great need for instilling an appre-
ciation of adult education into parents is

is _brought home by the reports of the
position in Bombay where, although it is
four years since primary education was

made universally compulsory in the city,
a considerable number of children do not
attend the municipal schools (according to
one Bombay newspaper) and it has not
been found practicable to resort to legal
Punichment. The chief reason is the low
Income level of most working class parents

who prefer to put their children to work
so that they can quite early contribute to
the family income.

MEETING OF THE CENTR AL ADVISORY
BOARD OF EDUCATION.

M:r. B. G. Kher, Prime Minister of Bombay,
in his address of welcome to the members
of the Central Advisory Board of Fducation
which met in Bombay in January, surveyed

the task before educationists in India.
His concluding remarks emphasized the
need to the regard literacy only as a

means to full education and not as an end
in itself :—

“The eradication of illiteracy is a para-
mount need; but to be merely literate is
no target to set, for a literate person may
be no more able to form sound opinions than
an illiterate person ‘unless he knows what
to read and how to assimilate knowledge.
1 believe that truth is attainable ouly by the
taculty of being able to criticize and
appraise not only untruths but half-truths—and
that is not a process that comes in a day,”

BOMBAY'S LITERACY WEEK,

The first week of February was celeb-
rated by the Bombay City Education com-
mittee as a Literacy week when the com-
mittee hoped to raise 1.500,00) rupees to
suppelment the government grant and also
to gain the public’s interest for its Ten
Year Plan. Unfortunately, disturbed con-
ditions in the city prevented this, nevertheless,
the sum of Rs. 70,000 which was realized
was Ra. 20,000 more than the 1946 Literacy
Week brought in.
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Tuesday, being a public holiday, was
chosen as the main Literacy Day and some
15,000 volunteers went on to the streets with
literature and collecting boxes. Public
meetings were held and films of various
kinds were shown in different parts of the

town. In addition, Miss Indumati Sheth,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Bombay
Government, gave a broadcast talk on

“Women'’s Role in the Literacy Movement.”

This session the committee has o.pened
900 literacy classes and 200 post literacy
classes. ;

DELHI :

It is learned that the administrative
departments of the Government of India
have been approached for approval of various
schemes in Delhi among which is one for
adult education.

MYSORE :

The Education Department’s work in
adult education was reported to the Central
Advisary Board which met in Bombay in
January. The report reads as follows :—

A five year scheme by which 250 basic
schools are to be established is under the
consideration of the Government of My-
sore. A special officer who was deputed
to study the working of basic schools
at Wardha and other places has returned
and steps are being taken to start in February
a basic training centre at Krishinarajapuram
near Bangalore. Government have also
sanctioned a grant for starting a training class
at Gurukula Ashram at Kengeri ten miles
from Bangalore for teachers of basic
schools. ;

These facts are explained by the Govern-
ment of Mysore in a report on the action
taken by Government on resolutions
passed by the Central Advisory Board
of Education at its last meeting. Dr. T. C. M.
Royan, Minister for Education, will present
this report to the meeting of the Central
Advisory Board in Bombay on January 8
and subsequent days,

AULT EDUCATION

Adult education is in the charge of a non-
official body called the Mysore State Education
Council, under which 4,530 literacy classes
were conducted and 89,896 persons made
literate bringing the total number of literates
made since 1941.42 to 156,000. 1,260
libraries with a membership of 1,28,520
were started. The weekly paper in Kannada
fpr the benefit of adults during and after the
literacy course continued publication. A
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residential institution in the country side has
been established where picked students:
from the literacy classes are given an
advanced course of rural education including
improved agricultural methods and cottage
industries. The post-war scheme of the
Department which is under consideration
provides for the working of 6,000 literacy
classes for men and 600 for women every
year during the next five years with the target

of making 90,000 men literate and 6,000

women literate every year. The scheme
also includes the opening of 3,000 libraries
for adults, 10 Peoples Colleges -called

Vidyapathis for the eduation of leaders of
rural society and provides other arrangements
for the efficient conduct of the work con-
templated. The estimated cost is a recurring
expenditure of Rs. 8,70,000 in the first year
rising to Rs. 9,00,000 in the fifth year. A
sum of Rs, 5 lakhs has been provided during
the current year for the social and economic
amelioration of the Depressed classes. Ten
special officers belonging to these classes
have been appointed in the districts to work
as Liaision officers between local officers
and the pupils of the community in matters
connected with education, health, and
sanitation, housing ~and bringing all the
facilities, building sites, etc.

UNITED PROVINCES.
RURAL COURSES FOR SOLDIERS.

In order that the Indian soldier could
Jead a happier and fuller life after demo bi-
lisation and use to his best advantage the
army discipline and team spirit in the promo-
tion of his economic interests, a scheme
known as Vocational Traning of Indian Soldi-
ers in Agriculture and Co-operation was
started in June 1944 at nine army regimental
centres in U.P. This training was conducted
under the supervision of senior inspectors
of the Agriculture and thet Co-operative
Department. But in order tha the training
could be quite extensive and homely to the
army personnel, the U. P. Govt. started
several army insturctors’ courses throughout
the province for the service men. The course
in Co-operation was styled the Short Term
Course 1n Co-operation and wae conducted
at Lucknow in regimental centres for a period
of 3 months for each term by two competent
senior Inspectors of the Department.

The number of army instructors trained in
this course so far is 102.

The syllabus of this course includes
theory, meaning and priciples of co-operation,
a brief description of the development of the
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Co.operative movement in India and abroad

specially England, Denmark, Germany, Russia

and lItaly: the organisation and working of
the various types of co-operative societies;
important sections of the Co-operative Act,
rules and byelaws, Elementary civics and
Rural Economics and Book-Keeping and
accounts of Co-operative societies. Besides
theoretical training the programme of the
class includes visits to different types of
co-operative societies for a practical insight
into their working, e.g., Multipurpose socie-
ties, industrial societies, milk, ghee, cane
development and marketing societies and
unions etc. In addition to these, demons-
tration through slides is also arranged. The
class itself is turned into a co-operative society
and meetings and debates are frequently
held. Every attempt is made to make the
course interesting, lively and intensive.

The agricultural course was held at the
Agricultural College, Cawnpore and included
training in pest control, use of implements,
Inanures, fertilisers, irrigation, animal hus-
bandry, fruit and vegetable growing and
dairying. These courses were mostly six

BOOK R

months in length and 339 trinees passed
through them.

At Lucknow special frammg courses were
held in Fruit Orcharding i.e. soils, pruning,
grading. All courses included practical
work.

Finally, there was a course in bee keeping
at Jeolikote.

UP. CHRISTIAN COUNCIL
LITERACY WEEK.

We hear from Mrs. Parker of Allahabad
that the U.P.C.C. drew up plans for a Literacy
Week in January. Monday, January 20th.
was Slogan Day when young peop]e went
round the bastis in procession fixing over
each house one star for each literate member
of the family and a coloured circle for each
semi-literate member. Friday was Readers’
Mela Day with prizes for the best readers
in each of four grades. On the other days
of the week, wvarious aspects of health
education were emphasized by competitions
and prizes.

The idea through it all was to have
pertinent reading matter each day to show
how reading helps in all of life.

EVIEWS —»-

“RED BRICK UNIVERSITY " by BRUCE TRUSCOT *

“Red Brick University " ranks, along
with Flexner’s Universities; American,
English and German ”, as one of the most
important surveys of the position and work
of the University in the modern world. The
book is concerned specifically with English
provincial universities (reference is made
to the older universities under the compre-
hensive title of ‘ Oxbridge ’* but they are not
his chief preoccupation). He subjects them
to a thorough examination, the aim of which
18 to emphasize the academic status which
they have already won for themselves against
heavy odds and to suggest methods by which
this status may be improved.

First, we must state the
university as Truscot defines
measure Red Brick by it.

“ A university ”, he says, “is a corpo-
ration or society which devotes itself
to a search for knowledge for the
sake of its intrinsic value.”

ideal of the
it and then

Two major thesese are implied in this
definition :—
(a) that th(; aim of university is fo
search for knowledge and

(b ) that a university is a corporation or
sociely.

First, in defining a university as aiming
primarily at the search for knowledge for its
own sake, Truscot dogmatically opposes the
view which dominated Newman and which
is, perhaps, uppermost in the minds of most
undergraduates i.e. that a university is an
organisation for the teaching of knowledge.
Much of Truscot’s criticism of modern uni-
versities turns on this point. The secondary
school boy going up to Red Brick University
too easily assumes that the difference between
school and university lies only in the greater
variety of the subjects and the higher stan-
dard of the instruction.

From Truscot's point of view, the prime
obligation upon a wuniversity is that of
research and to that he sees most universities
devoting a lamentably small proportion of
their energies. In evidence he quotes ™ a
tabulated record of publications (in learned
journals ) covering a session some years
before the war. It includes text books and
algo reprints and re-editions published years
before......

RIS S S

* Red Brick University by Bruee Truscol Eaber 10sh. 1Ha:
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Number in No. reporting No. of books No. of
Faculty no research at all published Average articles Average
, published
20 10 (50% Professors 3 3/20 20 e I
80 56 (70% ) Lecturers 10 1/8 35 7/16
“Twenty professors who in their twenty- and students. Thus he emphasizes the

two weeks of vacation produce a single
article each and three books between them !
Eighty lecturers, each the proud author of an
eighth of a book and less than half an
article I’

The remedy is, he suggests, to make
research obligatory upon all professors and
senior lecturers. Their appointment or
promotion should be not only upon the work
they have to their credit but upon the plans
they can show for research dwing the next
ten years; the appointment should be
reviewed at stated times and the extent to
which their performance equals their promise
should be a major consideration for the
reviewing committee.

His claim that research should be the
" controlling factor in any university is the
more acceptable as his conception of research
is wide :—

“First, it will comprise all original work
of a scholarly kind.......c.... It will,
of course, include the presentation of
facts or ideas either in a new light
or (as a rule) in such a way asto
bring them within the reach of those
from whom they would otherwise
be excluded. It can further be
extended to keeping abrest of contem-
porary investigation and thought in
one’s own field and to critical
receptiveness to new ideas in that
field......... Finally, it takes in not only
the pursuit of all these activities
oneself, but the encouraging, stimu.
Jating and training of others to pursue
them, and participation in the activi-
ties of bodies devoted to their
furtherance.”

The final clauses indicate Truscot’'s accep-
tance of teaching as one of the functions
of a university ; teaching not as the passing
over of a prescribed block of knowledge,
but as the co-eperative endeavour of staff

second element of his definition of a univer-

sity, i.e, that it should be a ‘corporation or
society :—

“He (i.e., the fresher) comes up, believ-
ing that the university is a superior
kind of school, and......all the outward
and visible signs support that belief.
We have to show him that, despite
all appearances, the university is not
an institution but a society ; that
professors and lectures are not his
masters, but more experienced fellow-
members of the society; that he is
the owner and should therefore be
the organizer of his own time for
good or (if he prefers it) for evil.
The sooner he realizes this, the easier
it will be to inspire him with the love
of initiative and adventure which is
one of the essentials of the scholar.”

Such is the ideal from which Truscot
views the life of the modern English provin-
cial university. His main concern is to
consider how Red Brick can be encouraged
to achieve the status which is its due and,
first, he sees much that is encouraging.
Red Brick, he says, was established late,
meagrely endowed, badly housed, cumbered
with an wunwieldy administrative machine
(his comparison of how the Chairs in Red
Brick and in Oxbridge are filled is highly
instructive) and, perhaps most important,
viewed by both students, schools and parents
as a ‘second best’. Nevertheless it has won
its spurs in the academic world both through
its students (““While Oxbridge continued to
win distinctions with its brilliant rich, Red
Brick made a name out of nothing through
theﬁ exertions of its brilliant poor.”) and its
staff :(—

“As the greatest pioneers of the new
university began to create schools of
distinction, it was impossible to ignore
these universities any longer......Few
people realize what outstanding
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scholars have worked in modern
universities and have been glad and
happy to spend their whole lives in
them.”

In fact, he claims that not infrequently
lectures have escaped from the genial ease
of Oxbridge to the more exacting demands
of Red Brick to save their souls.

On the other hand he points to several
necessary eforms, external and internal.
First, he suggests that a more equitable dis-
tribution of an enlarged University Grant
would enable the younger and poorer uni-
versities to build those hostels which would
enable them to insist upon all their students
passing a part of their university life * in
residence . The lack of properly organised
residential life is one of the most glaring
differences between the newer and the older
universities and one which makes it so diffi-
cult for the fresher ( often a ‘day student’)
to appreciate the nature of a university as a
‘corporate society'. Other purposes to
which a larger grant should be devoted are
the awarding of more open scholarships, the
further strengthening of those schools in
which each university obviously is pre-
eminent, and the interchange of students and
staff with other universities.

The internal improvements which he
suggests are firsf, a correction of the tendency
to narrowly specialised teaching, not by the
inclusion of a wider range of * subjects to be
taken " but by a broader approach to those
already prescribed. Secondly, he advocates
as a very necessary reform the more adequate
supervision of the Pass student. The

onours man, being alloited to one school,
as, so to speak one master, but the Pags man,

belonging to several schools is no-one’s re-
sponsibility. On the subject of lectures and
examinations he has useful comments to
make although the present reviewer cannot
help regarding as surprisingly barbaric his
approval of the present “race-against-the-
clock ™ examination system of judging a can-
didate’s fitness for a degree on the ground that
“success in coping with an ordeal is a good
test of character”. One notable characteristic
of the book is his plea for a clearer recognition
of the place of religion in university life. Nor
does he forget the employment of graduates
and recommends an extension of the work of
the University Appointments Board.

All sides of university life are reviewed
and a section of particular interest to readers
of this Journal is his comment .on the
extramural work of a unversity although one
must regret that it is so cursory. Briefly, he sees
the university acting as the intellectual centre
of the city to which citizens would come to
hear an impartial elucidation of world affairs
etc. given in public lectures by the staff. He
also recognizes the great value both to the
staff and to the working man of extramural
work such as that carried on under the
Tutorial Classes Commijtees and similar
organisations.

This book is valuable for the scope of
activities which it covers and for its thought-
ful comments on them. It is characteristic
of the author that he should have carefully
weighed the demands made by the N.U.S.
at its congresses in the course of his consi-
derations. It is a book which all who are
interested in the aims, achievements and
future of university  whether in England or
in India would do well to study.

There is a great tendency in the scholaastic world to underrate the value aad

potency of self-education:
through life.

S,

which commences on leaving school

and

endures all

Lord Aimatrong,

Printed at the L. M, H, Press, Delhi, by Mr. Ranjit M. Chetsingh, Quaker Centre, 24, Rajpur Road, Delbi,
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I. We must apologise for the Journal
Not reaching our readers until much later
than the normal time. Unfortunately the
tension in Delhi has affected our printers
Just as much as it has affected other concerns
and for some time the Press has been running
at less than normal speed. Whilst we; na-
turally, cannot be certain that the same trou-

le will not recur, we assure our readers that
We will do everything in our power to bring
the Journal out to time. .

2. Owing to the delay in publishing the
JOUma], we are able to give a brief account
of the Third Summer School for training
adult education workers which was held in
D_elhi from May lst to May 14th. Despite
disturbed conditions in the city, 67 students

A Scheme for Universal ..
| Literacy and Adult¢ Education

enrolled for the course and 55 were awarded
diplomas. The full report will be published
in our next issue.

3. Readers will remember that during
the summer of 1946, Mr. Ranjit M. Chetsingh
the Editor of this Journal, made a tour of the
coalfields of Bengal and Behar at the request
of the Labour Department of the Government
of India. His purpose was to report on the
use which could be made of the Welfare
Grant for Adult Education a2mong miners.
With the permission of the Labour Depart-
ment we shall publish this report in the Jour-
nal ; the first instalment will appear in our
next issue. This is the first time that this
report has been published.

: by P.D. KULKARN I

It is raither unfortunate that a scheme for
adu]t education in India has to start with
lltel'acy campaign because now it has been
Yecognized all over the world that Education

oes not necessarily involve the knowledge
of alphabets, nor does literacy by itself mean
Or necessarily lead to Education. But because
in the modern world letters are the chief means
of education it becomes necessary to start
With literacy and to take care that it does lead
to Advanced Adult Educaticz.

IDEALS

i) To create persons who are vocationally
More ugeful, .

i) To prepare citizens who are socially
More conscious, creative and co-operative,

iti) Te develop wholesome personalities

l ﬂ"TOIlgh whole education.

AIMS & OBJECTS OF THE SCHEME

i) To wipe out illiteracy within a maxi-
mum period of ten years;

ii) To prevent wastage of Education
by preventing literates from lapsing into
illiteracy ;

iii) To prevent any illiteracy in future by
introducing free universal and compulsory
primary education.

THE TASK BEFORE THE BOMBAY
PROVINCE

According to the 1941 census the per-
centage of literacy in Bombay Province is
19.5. Thus the number of illiterates from the
age of 14 to 50 works out at 9,420,000.
To attain 80% literacy it will take 10 years
according to Mr. S. R. Bhagwat of the Pro-
vincial Board of Adult Education. Starting
with 2 lacs of illiterates in the first year the
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target should rise to 4 lacsin the second year,
6 lacs in the third and 8 lacs in the fourth
and 10 lacs each.in the 5th’ 6th, 7th and 8th
years and finally 7 and 5 in the last two
years. Thus completing the quota of 72 lacs
to achieve 80% literacy.

It is envisaged that to achieve quicker and
better results the scheme should in fact take
the form of a drive or campaign The campaign
i8 to be taken up in four stages as follows:—

1Y Pre-literacy campaign
2) Literacy Campaign Proper

%) Post.literacy campaign

4) Advanced Adult Education Movement
PRE-LITERACY CAMPAIGN (Ist stage)

The Pre-literacy campaign should precede
the. actual Iite:'acy campaign to create the
necessary atmosphere by ‘selling’ the idea’ of
wiping off illiteracy. It can be revived
to raise the pitch of the movement
from time to time. lt should be organized at
lesser intervals of say six months or a year in

‘ the beginning and should recur at longer

intervals in the later stages.

The campaign to be effective will have to
use the following four methods :

. A) Attraction
B) Persuasion
C) Pressure
D) ‘Reform by Ridicule’
Each of these can be followed through
one, more or all of the means given below :—

a) Visual means
consisting of Pictures, Posters,

Films, Exhibitions.
b) Auditory

means Lectures, Forums,
Radice, Experiences
: of the literates.
¢) General
means consisting Aunti-thumb impression
of drive, Literates’ pro-

cession with placards,
‘Down with illiteracy’
societies, Individual
approach through Em-
ployers, Trade Union
lLeaders. Students,

Daoctors, Ward Leaders,

etc,

No legislation has been found possible
or perbaps even desirable in any country
to wipe off illiteracy. Atraction and Persua-
sion; therefore, are the only methoeds which

have been deemed decirable effective. Of
course, some sort of pressure from the em-
ployers, lawyers, doctors, and other profes.
sionals on whom the masses have to depend
for many types of services is possible and
maximum advantage should be taken of this.
Mr. F. L. Brayne who has done construc-
tive rural work in the Punjab has used, and
on finding it useful has advocated, one more
method and that is ‘Reform by Ridicule’.
Whether it is in the conversation with the
illiterate or in a picture or lecture for him this
method can be effectively followed if used
with imagination and intelligent restraint.

Amorgst the means suggested the ‘Anti-
thumb-impression Drive’,‘Down with llliteracy’
Societies, talks by the literates on the advan-
tages of literacy, the processions of the edu-
cated with placards of appeal are expected to
prove very effective in attracting and persuad-
ing illiterates to wipe off illiteracy seriously
and enthusiastically.

All those who are not covered or influ-
enced by these mass methods should be in-
dividually approached and persuaded; When
a worker goes to the factory or any other
work-place, when a member goes to the
Union, when an illiterate person goes in a
Welfare Centre he should be approached by
the Literacy Officers and if necessary some
sort of pressure also may be brought to bear
on him to see that he sheds the cyst of
illiteracy as soon as possible.

The pre-literacy campaign as a whole
should be more dynamic, more extensive and
intensive and what is more important. should
be more intelligent and imaginative than our
political election drives are.

This campaign must be accompanied by a
thoroughly free, universal and compulsory
primary education, so that no more illiterates
are added to the population and no child
below 14 leaves, education half-way.
Special Attendance Officers should be
appointed to see that all educable children
in the city, town or village on their records
do attend the school.

With this much prelude the ground is
made ready for launching the literacy cam-
paign proper.

2. LITERACY CAMPAIGN (2nd Stage)
The population to be made literate, as
has been already mentioned, is so - large,
that.the problem of getting so many teachers
is almost staggering, In no country—Russia,
China or Phillipines—has it been possible to
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complete this task without some kind of
voluntary help from the public in terms of
men and money and material. Therefore,
it has been visualized ‘that the following
agencies—both government and public—
should be prevailed upon to offer their ser-
vices for this task.

Students, like the students of Russia and
China will have to be the spearhead and the
mainstay of this campaign. Students from
. High-School to Graduation stage can be
made use of for this purpose. In one vaca-
tion immediately after the Middle-School stage
they should be given an intensive training in
the methods of teaching adults. It should be
made obligatory for them to utilize one or
two vacations in making a fixed number of
" persons literate. They should, however, be
free to offer their services in as many vaca-
tions as possible. There should be recogni-
tion in terms of publicity or other kinds of
reward—perferably non-monetary—for those

who make more persons literate than the
fixed quota.

It should also be made compulsory for the
employers, trade unions and Departments
of Labour Welfare, Rural Reconstruction, and

ucation to appoint Literacy Officers and
Teachers who could be trained in ‘the
Central Office of the Provincial Organization.

he employers and the unions, however,
should meet the cost of the training of the
staff and of educating their own employees and
members respectively. To avoid duplicating
and over-lapping of the work of the employers
and the unions and the Departments of
Labor Welfare and Education they should
either divide their work on the basis of the
number of workers or their respective func-
tions at different stages of the scheme.

It would be better if the trade unions un-
der-take the pre-literacy campaign, The em-
Ployers, literacy and the Department of Labour

elfare and Education Post-literacy work.

The Social Service Agencies may be asked
o raise funds from the public for this purpose
and if thisis not proportionate to the task
Undertaken by them they may be given (upto
2 maximum) of Rs. 2/.per illiterate made
literate to make good the deficit.

The Jocal bodies may keep a literacy and
3hould direct the illiterates to the appropriate
dgencies for education, The government
and a|| kinds of emloyers industrial, commer-
®al and private should make a minimum
Standard of education compulsory for fresh
®mployment. This can be accompanied by

declaring a time-limit say of six months maxi-

mum for the already employed illiterates to
become literates,

The help of the Domestic Servants'
unions, whereve they exiet, should be sought
to see that they, with the help of the private
employers liquidate illiteracy amongst their
members. The Factory Inspectors and the
Registrar of the Trade Unions can make it
a point to see whether employers and
Unions are doing all they can to solve this
important problem. As far as possible no
legislation should be introduced to cover
this, It is enough if the Inspectors and the
Registrar use their good offices to influence
the employers and unions.

Co-operation of suitable persons can be
sought to become volunteer teachers who can
be paid Re. 1/ for every person made literate.
Teachers on vacation and students of B, T,
courses can be used for this purpose. They
would not need a long training to teach
the adults. At the most those teachers who
are accustomed to teach children and youths
should be given a few talks on ‘How to
Teach an Adult’ or, better still they can be
given adequately and specially prepared
hand-booke which can be distributed to
them before they actually start teaching.

Members of the Women's Associations,
lady-students and in certain cases even
middle-school girls can be requested to teach
the women illiterates. Middle-School childrea,
of course, are likely to be useful only for
their own mothers, sisters and other female
relatives.

METHODS : It has now been recognized
that to teach an adult is fundamentally
different from teaching a child. That plasticity
and freshness of mind which is characteristic
ot children are usually lacking in adults. They
are also not likely to submit to any rigid
class-room discipline. Therefore, the atmos-
phere of an adult class should be informal and
the approach of the teacher, friendly. The
adult is not likely to be interested in cram-
ming the alphabets. His knowledge of life
is more varied, his conversational voca-
bulary much richer. In various countries ex-
periments have been tried to devise methods

which would help the adult to learn quickly
and permanently.

Laubach’s books ‘India shall be Literate'
and ‘Towards a Literate World® are the most
valuable works on this subject and therefore,
can be used as text-books in the training of
teachers. But a combination of the key-word
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method, story and song method and the
picture-word-letter method are likely to be
most useful for teaching Indian languages.
On the whole for the adult the analytical
method (from sentence to words and words
to letters) has been found to be more useful.
The Central Office of the Provincial Orga-
nization will, however, conduct experiments
and carry out research on these methods and
perfect these methods or devise new ones.
The experiences of all the teachers should be
taken into consideration before arriving at
or introducing a new system.

Equipment for classes is another matter

that should receive close attention. The
whole set can be standardized. Pictorial
charts on ordinary papersin small size,
specially written  twenty-page Primers,

medium-sized slates and pencils are the irre-
ducible minimum that must be distributed one
each to the students. Black-boards, magic
lanterns are not indispensible for the earlier
stages. They can be shared in common by
classes running in the same building or at the
same centre. ['he charts, the Primers and
the slates, of course, can be repeatedly used
for two or three batches.

STANDARD OF LITERACY: When a

person is able to read newspapers, leiters,
etc., when he can write letters in correct and
simple language and when he can at least
count his wages and account for them, he
should be supposed to have attained the
standard. There can be an informal exa-
mination to judge this and if successful he
should be awarded a certificate of literacy
which he will have to produce at his place of
work. It has been found by experience that
by Laubach’s methods it takes hardly two
weeks for a person to learn the script and
recognize the alphabets. Therefore, ordi-
narily it should not take more than three
months to reach the above mentioned stan-
dard at the rate of six hours’ study a week.
Reward in terms of recognition and publicity
is bound to prove a good incentive for the
illiterates. The names of the holders of certi-
ficates of Literacy should be put on Notice-
boards or on Walls and Newspapers, ete.

3. POST-LITERACY CAMPAIGN: (3xd
stage) This stage of the campaign should be
most carefully planned. The greatest danger
is that fime, money an energy spent on
literacy might be wasted if a proper follow-up
ie not maintained to see that the fresh literate
uges this newly acquired knowledge and does
not relapse into illiteracy.

Therefore, proper literature should be pre-
pared, printed and circulated, and Literacy
Officers. should see that the fresh
literates take advantage of such literature to
make their learning permanent and perfect.

The District Offices of the Provincial
Organization should run a weekly newspaper
which should be printed in simple and clear
language, printed in bold. type and accom-
panied by eloquent pictures. Subjects like
Health, Sanitation, Agriculture, Industries,
Recreation, News-reviews, etc.,, should be
included as regular features. The Rural Dis.
tricts \:vi“ have to have papers specially
pertaining to rural subjects which would
appeal to their .minds and broaden their out-
look. Bsesides this paper there should be
‘Readers’ properly graded in language,
knowledge and thought. This work, again,
will have to be done by the Research &
Publication Dept. of the Provincial Organiza-
tion.

Religious, moral, vocational, cultural and
economic subjects can form the basis of the
lessons in the ‘Readers’. Folk songs and folk-
stories ought to be collected and printed in
the form of booklets for the post-literates.
Their values cannot be exaggerated.

4. Advanced Adult Education (4th stage):
It is really at this stage that Adult Education
in other countries begins. This type of edu-
cation in foreign countries is meant for all,
even graduates, professionals and specialists,
Because it deals with aspects of life which the
specialist might not have learnt about in his
usual course of studies. This is the all round
education for the ‘whole man’.

But in India we will have to have two
stages in this, one is for those who are just
literates and have taken to technical voca-
tions earlier in life, and the otheir for the
so called ‘ educated * people on the western
lines. Because our education in India has
hardly any relation with life, the Adult
Education Scheme takes on the responsibility
of making people vocationally more efficient,

so cially more cooperative and culturally more
creative.

This education can be imparted by all
the means given below. But it will include
subjects like civics, domestic economy, social
economics, vocational economics, political
science, world affairs, sex, marriage, parent-
hood, family and society. [t is expected that
these subjects should make the person play
his rightful role as a worker, as a citizen, as a
member of a family and that of a society.
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Study circles, Ward forums, city councils, -

anel Discussions, Demonstrative Museums,
Educative Films, Parents’ classes and
Mothers’ classes are some of the methods
which would encourage an advanced attain-
ment of knowledge of the above mentioned
subjects on practical grounds. Itis through
such associations that whole-some personality
is developed and organic relation of educa-
tion to life is sought.

This total process, however, need not be
undestaken wholly by government but govern=
Mment can provide a nucleus by inviting an

elping voluntary private bodies to organize,
conduct and spread Adult Education.

Finances :— The most crucial question
Concerning any scheme isits financial aspect.
In the past it has been found that the Govern=
ment of Bombay has spent the most per head
on every illiterate made literate (Re. 1/1/6).
ith the higher level of prices prevailing and
the necessity of providing for Advanced
Adult Education the expenses should be
worked out on the basis of Rs. 2/~ per head.
that is for 72 lacs (80% literacy) Government
should budget Rs. 144/- lacs ten years
or for 94,20,000 ( 100 % literacy ) it should
provide for Rs. 2 crores spread over a
Period of ten years. Out of this amount
I/4th, that is about Rs. 50 lacs can be easily
Collected from the public in ten years, that
is Rg. 5 lacs every year. The rest, Rs, 175/-
acs can be pooled together from the local
overnment bodies, the Departmentsof Rural
econstruction, Labour Welfare, Co-opera-
Tative, FEducation, Public Health and the
mployers. The Central Government also
can be asked to share the burden.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE PROVINCIAL
\ ORGANIZATION :

. It is envisaged that the whole _Pr_ovince be
divided into three distinct linguistic zones—
the Maharashtra, the Gujerat and the

arnatal.

The Central Office shall be under a Direc-
tor of Adult Education with head-quarters
n Bombay, who will mainly do the directive
and the co-ordinating work. There shall be
our divisions in the Central Office :—

ol 1) Direction, co-ordination,
2) Research and experiment,
3) Training and supervision,
4) Publications and Information.

In the Research and Experiment Division
there shall be three Research Scholars in the
th'°¢ languages with at least two assistants
®ach in the beginning.

In the Training Section there will be three -
Education Officers who will train'the Divi-
stonal and District staff. The Training Sec-
tion shall also be responsible for the supervi-
sion of the work of the teachers and their
classes,

The Information and Publication. Section
shall publish all the pictorial material required
for pre-literacy campaign, literacy Primers
and charts and the post-literacy Readers,
story books etc., with the help of the Rese-
arch Section. It shall also provide informa=
tion to all concerned regarding Adult Educa-
tion.

Three persons experienced in Educational
Journalism should be in charge of the Publi-
cations Section and two persons having
journalistic and secretarial experience shall
be in charge of the Information Section.
The Divisional zones shall be divided into
districts and sub-divided into talukas having
Adult Education Officers in each of them.

Each Division shall have a Divisional Dir-
ector or Zonal Director who will form com-
mittees in co-operation with the representa-
tives of other Government Departments.
co-operating in the scheme, the employers’
representatives, the union representatives and
those of local bodies.

The Taluka teachers can be trained at
the Divisional Centre. The Divisional
Director shall have the directive and deter-
minative authority and supervisory func-
tion.

He shall hold a meeting of the District
Officers (D. O.'s) once a quarter and the
Taluka Officers (T. O.’s) will meet the Dis-
trict Officers every month. The D. O.'s and
T. O.°s will have to go on tour for atleast
10 days each month.

All these officers except the T. O.’s should
e persons having post graduate training in

Fducation, or Social Sciences.

Experienced teachers can be appointed as
Taluka Officers.

A committee similar to that at the Divi-
sional Centre should be formed at every
District place.

Each trained teacher and school or college
student should be persuaded to organize an
conduct at least one class of 30 adulte. They
will be spread throughout the Province more
and more intensively every year T'hc .ichopl
and college students from each District will
be directed after training in the vacation
period to different villages. As far as possible
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the students will be sent to their home
villages, Home Talukas, or Home Districts.

There should be one library each at every
centre. The libraries should be in a descend-
ing order in the number and standard of
books from the Central Office to the Taluka
Offices. Each Taluka Office should have one
or more circulating libraries to move round
the villages. The round should be completed
in a fortnight at the latest.

THE DIFFERENT MEANS OF EDUCATION
ARE AS FOLLOWS :

1. The Written word : Books, Magazines,
Pamphlets, B oo k-
lets, Newspapers,
‘Reading Rooms and
Libraries.

2. The Spoken word: Class-room talks,

Forums, Lectures,

Councils, Panel dis-

cussions, Study
Circles, Debates,
Radio etc.

3. Visual Education : i
Cinema, Exhibitions,
Museums, Demo n
strations, Magic
Lantern, Pictorial

Journalism.
4. Cultural Activities :
Music, Folk songs,

Drama, Fine Arts.

These means can be used at different
stages with different effects. The spoken
words and visual education can better be
used in the pre-literacy stage, whereas the
written word can be used in all the three
subsequent stages. The zultural means have
their own importance and offer creative joy in
life if active participation is encouraged rather
than mere passive observation as in cities

®

Note on Iinmediate Mass Education

BY AURAL & VISUAL METHODS

( Readers of our March issue of this year will temember that Mrs. Doris E. Chetsingh' in

¢ Adult Education in India : The Future” considered the possibility of private companies

developing short range broadcasting stations and mass production of radio receiving sets.

We have received from a private commercial firm the following note which we are
glad to print as it indicates the practicabulity of the scheme.—Ed. )

Immediate mass education of our Adult
millions and the young is possible if Aural and
Visual methods of Education are adopted.

A network of 20 to 25 small-range trans-
mitters will be required to broadcast in all the
regional languages simultaneously. Certain
Provinces may have to work 3 or 4 Trans-
mitters at the same time using the same pro-
grammes but in the different regional languages
of the area. A start could be made with
Delhi Province and in the light of experience
gained, broadcasting could be introduced
into other Provinces.

Foreign firms with 51% capital and
technical staff could be invited to work the
Transmitting Stations without any cnarge to
Government, but under Government control.
Commercial Broadcasting Siations are run in
America and Australia. In return for per-
mission to open Commercial Broadcasting, a
firm in Australia which hasvast experience
in this field, is willing to undertake this work
for us and allot 2 hours a day for Educational
Programme.

All India Radio at present broadcasts a
Village Programme, but low-priced radio sets
have not yet been provided in the villages.
Stmultancously with Transmitting Stations,
there will have to be organised production of
a vast number of low-priced Medium range-
Radio sets. It will make an appreciable
difference in price if the present duty of 60 %
is waived on all Medium-range Radio sets.
There would be no loss in the present
revenue involved, as Medium-range Radio
gets are not imported at present in larger
guantities.

These Educational Sets should be free of
Licence fee. The existing Licence fee on
Short-wave radio sets could be enhanced to
set off any possible loss in Customs Duty on
spare parts used in the repair of Short-wave
sets.

There should be no Servicing charge for
an Educational set. If the set goes out of
order it should be replaced free of charge.
Charges need only be recovered if the valves
are fused. There should be a Servicing and




WHAT THE PUNJABI VILLAGER READS 75

Maintenance Organisation in every decent sized
town, to ensure that the continuity of listening
in, is not interrupted. With the Head of every
Local Village Administration, there would be
a spare set provided against breakdowns.

With Wireless, would go Sound-on-film
16 m.m. Projectors. Each 5 villages should be
served by a Cinema squad which will visit
every village once a week and maintain the
Batteries which work the Radio sets Cinema
equipment, viz. 16. m.m. Projector and the
Generator to work the Projector, ;hould be
compact so a8 to permit of them being con-
veyed from village to willage on a pack-
donkey or a bullock.

For purposes of Administration, both the
Cinema and Wireless Service, should operate
under one Authority. There would be better
co-ordination, and it would be economical for
management and maintenance.

The production of the fims will be
another important aspect of the Scheme. All
productions will have to be carried out under
very strict supervision, and in Presidency

Towns. Ail films will be shot for 35 m.m,
projectors and, while printing, the positives
will be reduced tc 16 m.m. The sound track
will have to be in the language of the region,

A large supply of raw film will be neces-
sary and under organised procurement, it
should not be difficult to obtain. Besides
abundant supply of raw film , a vast number
of Projectors and Generators and other
Cinema equipment would also be necessary.
Enquiries made over the last six months
suggest that it would be possible to meet all
these requirements. The Supply and Service
Organisation calls for first rate efficiency.

The Scheme to achieve the desired results
within a period of 12 months would require a
dynamic drive. It should be worked on Com-
mercial lines under Government patronage
but free from Nepotism, Communalism and
Red tape

P. S. It is reckoned that one valve sets
can be produced for Rs. 50/-/- and three valve:
sets for Rs. 100/-/- if the present 60% duty is
waived onu educational sets. (There would be
no charge for servicing these sets.)

What the Punjabi Villager Reads®

By PARAS RAM M.A, F. C. COLLEGE, LAHORE.

A study of the reading interests of a
people can be an interesting piece of research
or various reasons. In the first place it reve-
als the manner in which they spend their
leisure hours and what people do in their
off-time is what they really are. Pursuits
followed in leisure hours show the spontan-
eous directions of our interests, attitudes and
purposes. Hence a study of the reading habits
of a people serves as a measuring rod for
asgessing their mental and particularly their
emotional maturity. Secondly, books reveal
the ideal man that their readers wish to
ecome. Our hidden yearnings to be what
We are not take concrete shape in the form
of the heroes and heroines of the novels
and stories we read with interest and guste.
In this way the reading habits of a people
embody their moral ideals and the moral
values which are strivding for expression.
Thirdly, books can become an effective means
of cultivating certain ideals and a certain
Yefinement of emotions. Now that we are

talking of planning, important steps will
have to be taken to transform the habits of
work and reflection of masses of people. The
average man will have to rise to a mew
concept of himself and of his relation with
his fellowmen. He will have to take serious-
ly his changed relation to the state. All
this implies a tremendous change in his
outlook. Books can play an important part
in preparing him for the change. This
can be done only if we know what he
has been using the books for.

I undertook sgome years ago, to study
the reading habits of the villagers in the
countryside of the Punjab. For the purpose"

[ interviewed ‘the publishers who cater
primarily to the villagers
| asked them to rank their books in

the order of their popularity as expressed
in the sale of these books. This gave me

*Repxinted.by permission of ¢ The Modern Librarian
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a fair idea of what the villagers feed
themselves on to satisfy their hunger tor
knowledge. Coupled with this | took stock
of the information available in the weeklies,
dailies and the monthlies which are bought by

villagers. I excluded from this estimate
the books which the Department of
Education bought for the wvillage school

libraries because | was primarily interested

in knowing what the people read
after they have finished their schooling.
Again the stock of books kept by the

village book shops gave me important clues
in the enquiry. Lastly, people of different
ages in villages were asked to state the
books they had read in the previous year.

Books sold in villages can be classified
under the following headsin the order
of popularity —

(1) Religious and devotional: The Holy
Quran, Japji Sahib, Ramayan, Gita
sold in parts.

(2) Books dealing with mythology and with
lives of men of outstanding character.
Shah Behram, Hatam Tai, Stories
from Arabian Nights, Shiv Parbati,

etc.

(3) Books depicting the life story of rebels
and dacoits who attempted -to dis-
rupt the established govern-
ment. These  dacoits are usually
regarded as herces but no attempt
is made to conceal their criminal
actions. Dulla Bhatti, for example
is depicted as a looter of the
shops in the City of Lahore while
he comes to Lahore to defy the
ruler,

(4) Books dealing with love themes: Love
"~ as depicted in these books remains
unfulfilled on account of the social
conventions standing in the way

of the lovers’ union. Hir Ranjha,

Rup-Basant, Sohni Mahiwal, Sasi
Punnu are some of the more popular
works.

This scrappy information reveals a lot
about the inner man in Indian villages.
To begin with, all that he reads serves
the purpose of conserving the traditional

modes and customs. History records instance

of cuitures which were annihilated from
the surface of the earth because they shut.
themselves off from new learnings and new
knowledge. The pity of it is that the spread
of primary and middle school education
has not made many changes in altering
the reading interests of the country side.
The same books Hir Ranja, Gul Bakavli,
Arabian Nights, etc., which were read before
the advent of. new western learning are
read now — though the departments of
education have spent a lot of money in
spreading the new learning. Astronomy,
Botany and other allied branches of natural
history have not found favour with people.
This means that the philosophy of life in
the country side continues to be as it was
in the days of Babar’s invasion of India.

The stories of dacoits continue to thrill
the villagers in the same fashion as they
used to in the times of Ranjit Singh. To
a people who have been subjugated by
a powerful invader stories of this kind
have a particular appeal. They live the
mentality of guerilla warriors who organize
people against the enemy after the manner
of dacoits. These dacoits have become
the ideal men. No wonder, then, that crime
has a great hold in the countryside. It
becomes the means for young men to exhibit
their fearlessness and bravery and thereby

it becomes a mean of asserting their
manhood.
Religious books tend to perpetuate a

kind of ritualistic hold on the masses though
these books do help people in 'refining
their sentiments to a considerable extent.

The reading habits of villagers show
what a meagre place intellect has in their
leisurely pursuits. The sphere of radio

in villages has only helped to preserve
the held of tradition on an agrarian
population. Booke in villages serve as a
means of discharging emotional orgiastic

tension. These have not helped them to
look at life in a new manner.

Observations in this article were collec-
ted as far back as 1934, It is just possible
that the reading habitsin the country side
have changed since then.
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The Place of Adult Education in the Indore Rural Uplift Scheme.

By MAHABIR SINGH, M. A.

" -« Under the guidance of Capt. H. B. Rich-
~ ardson, Education Minister, Holkar State,
who is also Hon. Treasurer of the Indian
Adult Education Association, an ambitious
scheme of rural uplift in Holkar State has
been formulated. The scheme aims to raise
‘the social, economic, moral and cultural stan-
dard of the people.

With a view to implementing the scheme
27 centres have been opened one in Mahal
(corrseponding to a fehsil or taluka) of the
State; and one rural assistant, with two
ploughmen are being posted at each. To
guide and supervise the activities of the cen-
tres local sub.committees have been formed.
The village panchayats have been asked to
work as Village Uplift Committees. To co-
ordinate the acuvities started at the various
centres opened in each district, district rural
uplift committees, with the Amins or District
Officers, as chairmen have been formed.
Village panchayat inspectors are working as
secretaries of the district committees.

For the present four activilies are to be
started —adult education,
tion, cottage industries and village service
organization, A well considered and practic-
able plan of adult education has been pre-
pared. Each centre has been allotted a month-
ly sum of Rs. 20/-for this purpose and Rs.
150/- for a library. Two trained teachers from
the Education Department have been posted
in each centre to do the work. Other enthusi-
astic workers are also being encouraged to
participate in the campaign.

A morithly sum of Rs. 20/-per centre has
been allotted to work out the comprehensive
programme of health and sanitation prepared
by the Board, with the aid of trained tea-
chers posted at each centre. To encourage
cottage industries an amount of Rs., 300/-per
annum has been provided at each centre.
Arrangements will be made to provide the
necessary facilities to the villagers to learn
a8 trade. It is desired to encourage such
activities as can be easily taken up and for
which the raw materials are available focally.

rrangements will be made for marketing
the articles produced. Spinning and weaving,
oil crushing, carpentery, tailoring and other
Minor cottage industries will be taken first,

A sum of Rs. 5,000/- has been provided
f?r a village service organisation with a
View to developing the the spirit of self-help
Among the villagers.

health and sanita- -

Besides these activities a full fledged
Rural Development Training School is to be
started shortly at a cost of Rs. 2 lakhs for
buildings and equipment, This will put
the workers through a year’s course of training
in rural uplift work. It will include all the
subjects mentioned above.

With aview to providing useful knowledge
and to guiding workers as well a3 to give State,
Indian and World news, a weekly »news-
paper, “Gram-Sudhar” has been started.
It will also serve as supplementary _reading
matter for the adult education classes. It is
intended that this should be read out in each
and every village of the State, wherever there
18 even a single literate person.

Besides a cine van, which shows 35 m.m.
‘talkie’ films, a mobile publicity van equipped
with loudspeaker, gramophone, harmonjum
tabla and magic lantern has heen provided

for supporting the actual work in the village.

The intention is that after a period ‘of
about two years when the work has been
well—established in the 27 centers it will be
rapidly extended to other villages in the
neighbourhood, so that within a period of
ten years the great majority of villages in the
State will have been affected by this effort”

Simultaneously with this long term prog-
ramme a short term programme is eing car-
ried on in more than 60 villages of one
Mahal by a branch of the Indore Adult Edu-
cation in co-operation with the various de-
partments of the State concerned. The work
is under the inspiring guidance ‘of Mr,
Obedullah Khan, who is a Naib Amin or
Tehsildar, and at the same time a leading
worker of the Indore Adult Education Asso-
ciation. He gained valuable experience of
adult education when, as a student of the
Anglo-Arabic College, Delhi, he was the

organizer of the college adult education class,

In the experiment the first goal is literacy,
More than two hundred groups are at work
and al! the Revenue \and Education Officera
and servants are helping to organize the
work. Even the Superintendent ot Police
is 8 member of the commitiee. As a result
the enthusiasm of villagers is remarkable,

After literacy teaching for three months
the course will go on to postliteracy and
general rural uplift work., The total course
aims at transforming these villages with-
ina period of one year.
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The Resident Tutor-Organiser in Great Britain
By W. CARADOG JONES, M. A*

Liberal Adult Education is provided in
Great Britain with the approval of the Ministry
of Education, by three main bodies namely
the  Universities, the Local Education
Authorities and the Workers' Educational Asso-
ciation Until the new Education Act came
into operation full-time tutors were employed
oy a Joint Committee of these bodiesin the
.University Extra-Mural Area, but: more re-
cently both the W.E.A. and the L.E. A.
have made their appointments while still co.
operating on the University Joint Committees,

Tutors have fallen into two categories—the
resident organising tutors and the teaching
staff tutors—and if Adult Edu:ation work is
to be really worth while a proper balance
must be maintuined between the two cate-
gories. The Association of Tutors in Adult
Education are concerned about the tcndency
of employing bodiea in Great Britain to make
more organising than teaching appointments.

| have worked in areas where organising
tutors have predominated (among full-time
appointments) and am now employed in an
area where teaching staff tutors outnumber
organising tutors, and in my experience under
British conditions, the standacd of work {e
much higher in the latter type of area.

However, this does not mean that
Resident Organising Tutor has not a vitally
important part to play in the development of
Adult Education. As the world “Resident’”
indicates he is responsible for a defined
geograpical area, within which it is his task to
organise classes of a non-vocational character
among adults. His work entails several
different activities, First of all he must find
responsible individuals or groups of people
who are likely to be interested ia and sym-
pathetic to his work. In Britain he finds them
among school teachers, trade union officials
and members, and other private individuals.
With their advice and active co-operation he
contacts a nucleus of people who are pre-

ared to attend a meeting at a local centre.

he neeting is advertised as well as possible,
but it is generally agreed that personal contact
ja the best form of advertisment. At this
meeting the tutor will speak about a subject
which will interest his audience, will give
them information about the Adult Education
Movement and will offer a short course of
lecturee and discussions on a topic which
those interested choose for themselves. This
‘pioner’ work is expected over as wide an

area as the tutor thinks he can cater for
adequately. Classes, then, grow originally
out of this ‘pioneer’ wor

If the work ie to be maintained and
developed the organising tutor must find
suitably qualified and sympathetic people to
act as part-time tutorsin his area, since it will
be physically impossible for him to teach
more than a limited number of classes even
of an elementary nature, which run for |2
consecutive meetings. |{hisis often an ex-
tremely difficult task, for even if he can find
people with suitable academic qualifications,
the technique of lecturing to adults and con-~
ducting discussions is specialised. Hence
the need for teaching appointments. In addi-
tion if classes are to develop from the
elementary terminal course of |2 meetings,
thiough the one vear class (24 meetings) to
the level of the three yea: University Tutorial
Class, the need for teaching appointments by
employing bodies is still more obvious.

One further activity on the part of the
organising tutors is necessary if their work is
to prosper and remain democratic in’
character, The tuter must establish a student
organisation on a democratic basis. Thig has
been achieved in Great Britain by the W.E.A.
It is essential that the views and desires of
students should be effectively expressed and
that they should form the foundation of the
Adult Education Movement. A student
organisation must be built and maintained in
each small town and village as well as in the
larger and more densely populated centres
and these co-ordinated into one movement.
This not only relieves the tutér of some
responsibility but makes the whole enterprise
democratically co-operative, and the tutor is
always available to advise and help any
student group which may call upon him.
However hard working and brilliant a tutor
may be, without a student organisation his
work can only have limited success. Tutors
come and g0, but the adult students remain.

(I am grateful to the Indian Journal of
Adult Education for inviting me to contribute
and | would like to send warmest greetings
to the movement in India from the Tutors in
Adult Education in Britain, and to wish
every success in 1947. The movement here
would like more news of you and a closer
relation with you).

#Mr, Caradog Jones, who is at present staff tutor of
Leeds University has had considerable experience of
tutot-organiser work in both England and Wales—Eq,
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AUSTRALIA'S BLIND READERS HAVE
FINE LIBRARIES.
AUSTRALIA

A young blind girl failed to complete her
Arts courses at Melbourne University 56
years ago, because she had no Braille text-
books.

When some of Tilly Aston’s friends realis-
ed what the lack of Braille text-books had
meant to the blind student, they got together
and founded the Victorian Association of

Braille Writers.

This organisation has developed from a
small group o¢ friends, thrilled at the transcrip-
tion of their first book—Dickens’ “Cricket on
the Hearth” to become the third largest
Braille library in the world, with more than
18,000 books on its shelves.

Among the books at present being trans-
cribed are the memoirs of Tilly Aston, the
girl who failed in her examination and V{ho
has since won recognition as an Australian
authoress, poetess and philanthropist.

The Library is proud of the devoted work
of the voluntary helpers who transcribe books
into Braille and wonders whether any other
Braille library in the world can show such a
consistant record of work. The record for
Eooks transcribed is held by Mrs. George
Armytage, who recently retired from Braille
writing with 7632 volume to her credit. As
each volume coniains some 120 large pages
of embossed symbols, and an expert transcri-
ber can hardly improve on one page in half
an hour's work, this result of 40 years’ steady
work may well be a world’s record. Mrs.
Armytage retired when over 80 years old-not
because she was tired of transcription, but
because she was afraid her work was no
longer quite as accurate as it had been.

Four other helpers have each completed
over 400 volumes Last vear more than 20
of the 200 helpers qualified for the Honour
roll by transcribing more than 10 volumes.
These figures are sure to be bettered this year
one worker having already completed 30
volumes.

The Library’s catalogue has the same
range of books as any good ]ibrary.. All
tastes are catered for, from the classics of
biography, history, travel and poetry, as well
as the latest best-sellers in thrillers and ro-
mance. Such periodicals as the Reader's
Digest and Punch are regularly added.

The Library also has a range of “talking
books”, but finds that readers prefer Braille
books.

Today no blind student need go short of
text-books in whatever language or abstruse
scientific subject he is studying. At present
the library transcribes text books, lecture
notes and examination papers in Arts and
Law subjects for three University students,
besides providing books for others taking
musical, elocution and business courses All
books are provided free of charge. .

Proof-reading of the transcribed Braille
sheets is carried on by three of the blind
members of the library staff. Senior member
is Miss Alice McClelland, co-editor of the
society’s monthly magazine, who writes Bra-
ille to the library’s blind correspondents at a
speed of 80 wordssper minute. She recently
celebrated her 35th anniversary as a mermber
of the staff.

Youngest proof-reader is 22-year-old Bar-
bara Gillott, blind from infancy who is also
a teacher of Braille. She has been a member
of the stsft since, st 18 years, she completed
her school leaving examination (an examin-
ation at which candidates average 17 years).*

From the sewing together of the Braille
sheets, through the stages of preparing and
cutting materials, pasting outside and inside
covers on books, and so on to the final
stage of putting the sewn books into their
covers, the binding of Braille volumes reqgui-
res 28 separate operations. It is carried on
by veluntary bookbinding auxiliaries which
meet monthly. Their output amounts to

approximately 50 volumes a month ; last year
they bound 688 volume.

Most of the 400 readers to whorm some
14,500 volumes are despatched each year
live in Victoria, but books are sent regul;n’ly‘
ag far afield as Malaya and ludia. Books are
sent free by post and rail.

Many readers who collect their own books
from the Library like to take them into the
beautiful Memory Garden, where they read
in sunshine or shadow among the many per
fumed flowers. Most of the rare trees and
plants and atiractive garcen seats have been
given in memory of friends of the Library.

The Library's monthly. magazine s
Popular Reading. It gives details of meetings
and social functions held in Braille Hall,
topical news, and reviews of all ithe latest

books added to the Library.
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_engineer in

This publication and other duplicated
material is run off on the Crabbe-Hulme
Printing Press, the only one of its kind in
the world. It was invented by a former
secretary of the Association and a printer’s

1934,

One of the Library’s most important
functions is the teaching of Braille to people
over 16 years of age, mainly those who have
recently lost their sight. (Children under that
age are taught by the Government subsidised
Roval Victorian Institute for the Blind.)

The teacher, Mr. George Benson,
himself blind form early childhood, has
taught hundreds of newly blind people du-
ring his 28 years on the staff. To
reach his pupils he has gone all over

" Victoria, travelling unaccompanied. Happy,

patient and sensitive, he adapts his methods
to each pupil's temperamental necds with
the skill of the born teacher, and has very
few failures. His star pupil is a sheep farmer
from Northern Victoria who refused to learn
Braille for 12 months after he went blind.
Once persuaded to study, he learned the sub-
ject in five months, and a year later had read
56 Braille volumes. He now reads three
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volumgs a week, specialising in astronomy
and still carries on his farming.

The Victorian Association of Braille read-
ers is one of three organisations caring for
the blind people of the State of Victoria.
Similar orgarisations exist in the five other
States of Australia.

The Royal Victorian Institute for the
Blind the largest of its kind in the world,
looks after the teaching of blind children up
to the age of 16. Blind babies are admitted
to the nursery from the age of six weeks, and
kept there until they are three years old,
when they are transferred to the kindergarten
and thence to the primary school. Pupils
showing ability are helped to continue with
secondary and University education. Adults
are taught trades. then emploved in Insti-
tute's factories or placed in sight industries.

The Institute has been studied and recei-
ved high praise from officers of similar in-
stitutions from many parts of the world.

The third organisation, the Victorian Associa-
tion for the Advancement of the Blind, assiste
aged, infirm and unemployable blind people.
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NEWS FROM

CORRESPONDENTS

AND INSTITUTIONAL

MEMBERS OF THE INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

The following news items are published in co-operation with the
Tadian Adult Education Association, the Executive Secretiry of

which will be glad to receive similar brief accounts

from other

Correspondents and Institutional Members of the Association.

FROM OUR GWALIOR CORRESPONDENT

The Mahila Mandal Gwalior under the
distinguished Presidentship of Her Highness
the Maharani Sahiba of Gwalior has started
seven centres of Adult education for ladies
in Lashkar. The total attendance in these
centres is over 200,  All expenses of these
centres are borne by the Mundal.

Two cenires for men have been recently
opend in Lashkar, the capital of the state.
Oune in Janakgunj school and the other in
Moti Mahsl. The centre at Moti Mahal,
the official secretariat, is meant to make every
peon literate. The heads of various depart-
 enteh ave shown their interest in adult
literacy by consenting to reléase their illiterate
staff for instruction in groups.

Editor L J. A. E. ;
Arringements have been made by the
Education Department to make these classes
interesting by placing a magic lantern with
over 100 slides atthe disposal of the
Adult Education workers.

From QOur Central India Correspondent.
INDORE ADULT EDUCATION
ASSOCIATION

The Indore Adult Education Association

has been functioning for some years, since
the visit of Dr. Frank Laubach to central

India.

its activities include wurban and rural
work, Under the City Centres Committee,
there are three Centres for men and two for



NEWS from FAR and NEAR

women now operating. Arrangements have
been made for work in one of the Mills in
Indore at which it is proposed to have a full
time worker teaching for several hours dur-
ing the day. Time is arranged so as to
include selected candidates from both the
day and night shifts The plan is to teach
small groups of three or four for half an hour
each. The teacher will be a high grade
person, who will later become an organizer
and develop the work inother Mills also.
The expenses will be met by the Mill con-
cerned.

Very recently, the rural work has expan-
ded and is being carried on in one part of
Mimawar district in Holkar State (Indore).
Some 3.000 person have been enrolled in
night classes. A special training Institute
was carried on for students from the senior
class of the village Teachers Training school.
This was to gualify them to supervise the
work of numerous volunteers in the district
itself, The experiment is- being watched
with interest.

From Our Tuticorin Correspondent.
ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
TUTICORIN (MADRAS PROVINCE)

Owing to the General dislocation caused
by the war and the persistent refusal of the
then Advisers regime to sanction any financial
subsidy, many of our centres nearly a decade
old hadio be closed. Only two of our
six centres survived the general collapse.

With the advent of the popular Govern-
ment Mr. J.L.P. Roche - Victoria, M.LC,
President of the Municipality and of the local
Adult Education Committee, was able to
persuade the Government to sanction the
Municipal grant of Rs.1,000/- for 1946.47
thus enabling the committee to revive adult
education work in Tuticorin.

MANAGEMENT : The adult Education commit-
tee met twice in October and November 1946 and
decided to tom a totally non-official adult education
association enlisting the active sympathy and support of
the literate public and all the varied sections and inter-

- ests of the town. Rules end tegulaticns were framed
for the Association and it was affiliated to the South
Indian Adult Education Assaciation. Nearly 500 liter-
ate adults have become members of the association each
paying a subscription of Rs 1/- as a token of their
sympathy for the cause of adult Education. [he
Association was formally inaugurazed in the Municipal
Council Hall on Feb 20th 1947 by Mr. C. Ganesamurthi,
B.A. (Hon.), L.T, the District Educational Officer,
Tinnevelly, Mr. S.J.R. Gopal, organising Secretary of the
South Indian Adult Association spoke on Literacy.

ADULT EDUCATION CENTRES: The recons
tituted committee sancticned the revival of two old
centres and the starting of three new centres, all of them
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on a new basis. The following 3 centres were tevived
in November 1946 in the Municipal schools: Seven
dakulam, Ragumathullapuram and Vadakkoor.

Three more centres were started in December 1945
two for weavers and labourers belonging to Illathar
community and one for the Municipal scavengers. The
centre for Municipal Scavengers was declared open by
Mr. R.K. Balbir, Executive Secretary, Indian Adult
Eglucation Association on the December 20th 1946.
Six centres are now functioning each of them manned
by two trained teachers.

The Secondary grade trained teacher

as the Headmaster of tghre school is paidh~s.1‘§l}—loa;? i::
bighest grade trained assistant is paid Rs 10/- per
month. Every centre has a propagandist who is given
Rs 7/- a_month. The teaching and propaganda work
in_ all the six centres is supervised and guided by
a Hogorary supervisor who is given an Honararium of
Rs. 25- per fmonth. Heis besides in charge of the
office work of the association. , 106 adults are on the
road ro literacy and the number is gradualiy inereasing
s we progress in propaganda and census work.

DEPARTMENTAL HELP: We have rece
valuable help and guidance. from the education dep{:::
;x;ent ot the Madras Government. Though the centres

ave t_xa.d only 3months of existence, they had the benefit
of 2visits, one by Mr  Oachi Thever Deputy Inspectoe
81‘ schools in February 1947 and another by Mr. C.
anesamurthi, B.A  (Hcns), L.T.the District Edu-
cational officer, in March 1947.

TRAINING FOR ADULT EDUCATION
&ORKZ:RS; To provide special training tfor Adult
. ucation workers, the committee has resolved to
lt;pute 3 teachers for training at the 'Tamil and Adule
ﬁtemcv Training centre to be held at Pasumalai jrom
the 5rr:1 to the 10th May and to conduct a training
course in Mangalagiri in 1947, for the benefit of teachers
whg wish to qualify themselves for the work.

BIHAR —

When the Education Minister moved a
demand for Rs. 09,61, 99 in the Bihar
Ass.embl_y adult education was one of the
subjects brought under review. :

Sj. Lakshmi Narain Sudhansu moved a
cut motion to raise discussion over the
d_csirability or otherwise of running a Mase
thcracy Campaign. Sj. Sudhanshu said that
Mass Literacy Campaigns produced no results.
Rs. 3 lakhs spent over it was a sheer
waste, He, therefore, wanted the Literacy
Campaign to be dropped.

_The Education Minister justifying the
Literacy Campaign said that it had produced
good results in expanding literncy in rural
areas. He said that to push on the Literacy
Campaign the Government had opened
a number of libraries in the villages and
supplied radios to many of them. He assured
the House that the Government would
move fo remove the complaints regarding
Literacy ‘Campaign.



14 M NEWS from FAR and NEAR

'BOMBAY :

KHER GIVES DATA OF ADULT
EDUCATION WORK

Mzr. B. G. Kher, Prime Minister revealed
in the Bombay Legislative Assembly
today certain facts and figures pertaining
to adult education, in his written reply to

questions tabled by Mr. Hasanali
Ebrahim.

For the year 45.46, sums of Rs 19,900
17,715 7,785 and 1,664 had been expended
by Government for Marathi, Kannada,
Gujarati, and Urdu respectively for the whole
Province excluding Bombay. For the same
period sums of Rs. 38,842, 300, 7,408, 42,248,
and 36,439 wWere expended in the city of
Bombay by the Adult Education Commit-
tee in teaching Marathi, Kannada, Gujarat,
Urdu and Hindi respectively. Government
Grant towards this was a total of Rs. 53,050.

There were at present 368 Adult Educa-
tion workers in the districts of whom 53
were Muslims, These workers were paid
grants at the rate of Rs. 4 for every illiterate
adult who was made literate. 1,380 Muslims
and 20,982 non-Muslims for the Province
excluding Bombay City and 4,790 Muslims
and 11,600 Non Muslims in Bombay City
were taking advantage of the adult education
scheme at present.

M. Morarji Desai gave two lists of
Gujerati and English books the ban on which
ia still not lifted. Some of the names
included in the Euaglish list were “ Young
India,” The Tragedyof India,” “India, a Grave
yard”, “British Terror in India,” “ China in
Revolt”’, and “The Face of the Motherland ”

ORISSA :—

Realising the importance of Adult Edu-
cation and literacy drives in the province
the Government of Orissa have appointed
Dr. M. Mansingh, M. A, D. Ed., late
Educational Adviser to Eastern States Agen-
cy as special officer in charge of Adult
Education.

On the 3rd April, 1947, there was a
conference on Adult Education of official
and nom-official educationists of the province
under the chairmanship of Hon’ble Mr. H.
Mahatab, Premier, Orissa, to discuss Dr.
Mansingh's scheme. [t was decided that
work should be started all over the pro.
vince with each middle school as centre
and in collaboration with the existing
publicity department,

During April, Mr. B. C. Mukerji, M. A.
Vice - President of the Indian Adult Educa-
tion Association and Secretary of the Bengal
Adult Education Committee had a strenuous
week in Orissa. A training class for tutors
in adult education was' organised in Cuttack
of which Mr. Mukerji was requested to
take charge. The gatherings addressed by
him in this connection included two crowded
meetings in the city presided over by
Dr. Lingaraj Misra, Education Minister of
Orissa.

TRAVANCORE

During the auspices of the All Travancore
Literacy Association, an Adult Education
Conference was held at Kottayam in North
Travancore. Speeches were delivered pre-
senting the need of a carefully planned
scheme of adult education for Travancore
especially at this juncture when universal
Adult Franchise is already declared to be
the basis of the forthcoming  political re-
forms. Politically or socially considered Adult

Education is now a desideratum which
neither the Government nor philan-
thropists in the State can afford to over-

lock any longer. A Committee was elected
consisting of Messrs. P.S. Abraham, M. Ed,
(Leeds), Suranattu Kunjan PFillai, M. A,
Mathew A. Kuzhiveli B. A, L T., P.G.
Koruthu and K.M. Kesavan, B.A. to propose
measures for popularising Adult Education
activities in the State.

UNITED PROVINCES—

The scheme for setting up a Labour
Welfare Centre at Ferozabad, an indusiria]
town in Agra Disirict, has been approved
by the U. P. Government. The construction
of the centre is expected to be undertaken
within the current financial year.

The scheme includes the establish-
ment of a hospital, a night school and
a library for the labourers. Mr. R.T. Mohan
S.L.O. Ferozabad. is taking steps to implement
the scheine at an early date.

The centres have promoted adult educa-
tion in the province. On an average, says
the report, 55 persons atlend adult educa-
tion classes every month and during the
{ast nonth the number had increased from
35 to 60. Two hundred and forty-seven books
were issued from the libraries of the welfare
centre during the last month and 36,921
persons attended the reading rooms add
the reports.
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BOOK REVIEWS —age

“ ENGLISH FOR PRACTICAL PEOPLE"

The book is a fine mixture of general
knowledge, literature and grammar. It con-
.8ists of four parts and deals with practical
matters of life. All the subjects chosen are
such as rivet the attention of the students.
Though meant for school students of senior
classes, they can also be used by the
teachers of schools for adults. [t gives ample
scope for various everv.day needs of their
students,

The authors have been very careful in
introducing literature here and there. Poetic
selections are interesting. Lessons in grarm-
mar have been de:lt with in a very attractive
manner. The first lesson in grammar says :—

“Probably vou prefer the studv'of the
building of kouses 'to that of the con-
struction of the language. Rut t}_xe
building of houses is baged on idezs in
the mind and little or no progress would
ever have been made if men ha(! not
been able to communicate their xd?as
to one another. The means by which
ideas are spread is through the use of
language. Justasa certain f}mdamental
rules govern the bricklayer's craft, so
there are regulations to be followed in
the use of language. A heap of words
carelesly flung together by some one
who knows nothing of grammatical con-
struction will create the same ineﬂ:.Pctlve
jumble as would result from a pile of
bricks and mortar used by some one
completely ignorant of the principles of
bricklaying. The result might mean
something to the person concerned; it
would be utterly useless to anyone else.
We must convey our ideas to others as
we can. We shall not be clear if we
are not grammatical "’

There can be no better wav of laying stress
on the importance of grammar.

Exercises to lessons in grammar, word
study and composition (both oral and written)
make the book more valuable for students.
Practical suggestions for preparing and read-
ing a “Paper” are still more useful for begin-
ners :— |

* _..._._,C. Harrap & Co. Ltd, London., Also
availabl? (::tgfhe’Oxford University Press, Nicol Road,
Bombay 2

by J. BARCLEY & D. H. KNOX.

*““Much instruction could be given on the
way to prepare and read a paper. A few points
are of outstanding importance. First of all
take care to know your subject. Then, even
if you cannot say anything very new about
it, you can at least be original and interesting
in your treatment. You need not be mono.
tonous in vour delivery even though you are
reading, and should try to make vour reading
vivid and arresting without uudue ‘exagger-
ation. Stand up properly, do not shuffle
about on your feet, keep your hands steady,
pitch your voice carefully and glance at your
audience now and again. Be distinct in your

. speech and pleasant in vour manner. Do

not try to exhaust all your subject—or you will
succeed only in exhausting your audience. Set
out to treat some part of the matter effectively
and stop at some point where vou think your
listeners would like to Lesr more Humour
is a desirable element, but do not let it be
forced or it will be merely silliness.”

Pieces of poetry selected are not merely lite-
rary selections but they contain things of

everyday use. A humoreusitondl has been
given to most of them.

Here are some of the titles :

1. After reading in a letter proposals for
building a cottage. 50-51.
The builders. p. 52.
Around the fire. pp. 52-53,
rayer for rain. p. 92.
Leisure, p. 122.
The Lamplight. p. 166.
To a post office inkwell. . p. 199, :
The seribe. pp. 199.200. v
. The clock and the dial—a fable. p. 227.
. Time, you old gipsy man. pp. 228-229,

Chapter 1V gives a very interesting intro-

)

o

Gl I T-NUE N

10

duction to Poetry, y

“ When some of you read the title of this
chapter you will probably feel like gro-
aning. The very mention of poetry
often has that effect on men and boys.
Yet why should this be s0? Poetry ia
not printed just for the sake of author,
LAt Literature can produce eéxam-
ples of first rate poetry some hundreds
of years before we can find fivet class
prose. Let us try to see* the reason,
---------- --In their happiest (and the gloo-
miest) moments people always express

:
\
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their pleasure in dancing and singing.
Poetry is a type of song and deep feel-
ings and enthusiasm are better expressed
in verse than in prose. lry as you may
you will not be able to say it as effectively
in prose. '

‘I must go down to the sea again, to the
lonely sea and sky. And all ! ask is a
tall ship and a star to steer her by. The
top and bottom of it is that there isin
us a love of rythmic movement. The
reason for it is probably that all our
life is based on rhythm.e..ccceenee X

BOOK REVIEWS

The lesson in “Figures of Speech " (pp. .
53-55) however, seems a bit too advanced for
young students. A “companion” to the book
embodying hints to the solution of exercises
would be of great help to those adults who
find very little chance to get hold of a teacher
willing to guide them in all their difficulties.

The book is undoubtedly a very valuable
addition to the list of good books on the

study of English.
RASHID AHMAD
Incharge,
Delhi Cloth Mill’s School for Adults.

MORE TALES OF CRIME & DETECTION
Retold by GEORGE F. Wear, Oxford University Press. Price le, 6d. pp. /.

This book based on a vocabulary of 2,000
words is one of the second series of “ Tales
retold for easy reading.” There are two
stories in the book. “The Avenging Chance”

by Anthony Berkeley and *“The Stolen Gold

Bars” by R. Austin Freeman—both well
known writers of detective stories.

Different people have different tastes for
the type of books they love to read and sto-
ries on crime and detection are one of these
and thev are getting very popular both on
films and in books.

The following extracts from the introduc-
tory note to the book itself will be found very
interesting :—

“As children, we love puzzles. As we
grow older, we like the puzzles to be
more complicated and to have more
to do with real life, For this reason the
detective story, telling of a crime and
how the guilty person is discovered by
the detectives, is popular every-where.

“The first story in the book tells of a cle-
verly planned murder and how the
murderer nearly escaped being de-
tected—nearly, but not quite. It is
true that chance came to help the
detective, but this would have been
useless if the latter had not
been skilful enough both to recognize
the opportunity offered and to make
full use of it.

“The second story shows how a doctor-
detective makes use of his knowledge
of science to observe things which
any ordinary man would pass over as
unimportant. In this case, too, the
opportunity provided by special
knowledge was at once taken, the
results being the arrest of the criminal,”

As will be seen from the last two quota-
tions above both the stories are gripping an
once either of them is begun, the reader is
tempted to finish it quickly to see how the real
criminal is discovered and finally arrested.

As the stories have been “retold for easy
reading " they will be enjoyed by youngsters
as a study book because practically on every
page difficult words have been explained in
simple language which serves the purpose
of a dictionary. At the end of each story
there are a number of questions based on it
in the shape of exercises. A grown up young
ster will find the stories very interesting and
the answering of questions leading him to the
correct way of analysing knotty problems
with a broadened mind.

BOOK RECEIVED ~

(N. B. The Editor reserves the right to
review books mentioned in this
column at his discretion.)

1. POLITICS and SOCIETY by Shahid
Pravin.

Padmaja Publications. Baroda. Rs. 5.

2. ENGINEERING: CIVIL. ENGINEERING,
MECHANICAL ENGINEERING.
“ Rotary Guide to Careers” Pamphlets

Nos 5, 6, 7. O. U. P.: As. 8.
3. INDIAN PARTIES and POLITICS:
By S. Natarajan. Ozxford pamphlets

on Indian Affairs. 0. U. P. As 6,

4. AUSTRALIA snd NEW ZEALAND,
Oxford pamphlets on Indian Affairs.

O.U.P. As. 6.
5. SON of ADAM.
By Hirendranath Chattopadhya-Padma

Publications,
\ Bombay. Re. 2.
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ADULT EDUCATION AND PARTY POLITICS.

Elsewhere in this Journal we report the
interest which Congress and Muslim parties
are taking in adult education; recently also
.We had indications that other political parties
are starting their own schools for adult
education with a particular political colouring.

ith this before usg it is obvious that the time

as come for us to make up our minds about

the Jegitimate relations between adult educa-
tion and party politics.

To begin with, it is clear that tbere.is a
legitimate relation between the two. Partisan-
ship has for long played a part in the

evelopment of adult education as witness
the Adult School whose immediate aim was
the teaching of literacy but which had and
ag an openly Christian bias. Or, to take
another well known example from Scandi-
navia, the Danish Folk High Schools were
originally founded to preserve Danish culture
in the border province of Schleswig from
being swamped by German influence.
Generally speaking it seems true that bqtb
adult and juvenile education in most countries
as owed its origin to the efforts of partisan
odies, political or religious and, reviewing
the situstion in India today, he would be
oolish who would deny that partisan educa-
tion is one of the hopeful movements of the
moment for it means that not only havga
number of educated people come to realise
that they have a responsibility to their
uneducated compatriots, but also that they
are acting on that realisation. Moreover,
voluntary bodies, especially when they are
also fired by political or nationalist or
teligious ideology are usually the most
enthusiastic workers for any cause they take
up, even though they have none or few funds;
the cauge is the bread they eat and the water
they drink., An enthusiasm such as this for
adult education should possess every adult
education worker. Because of this, voluntary
odies often have a greater flexibility, are
More experimental, less hampered by admi.

nistrative  etiquette and procedure than
Government organisations and consequently,
can discover, adapt themselves to and feed
the public needs more easily.

Nevertheless, their weaknesses are no less
evident. Fundamentally, the desirability
of partisan education depends wupon the
spirit in which it is undertaken. Let us begin
with two considerations. First is the purnose
of instruction is to impose one’s own views
on others for one’s own (or one’s partv’s)
advantage ? Secondly, if the aim of educa-
tion and learning is to achieve truth, is the
achieveraent of truth regarr]ed as A Co-Opera-
tive search or a competitive smash and grab
raid ? Generally speaking thit success of a
theory depends not only upon its permanence
but also upon its ability to develop coherently
Biologv knows of many speciess which have
been able to exist for thousand of vears, but
only of one, the human race, whose capacity
for adaptation and development does not
seem to have been exhausted. History also

“can show many instances of' beliefs and

theories which have existed for hundeeds
of years but party political beliefs no more
than empires seem to have the capacity to
develop beyond a certain point. Bevond'
that point they have cracked rather thaeyond
and their place has been taken by a new theory
or a new empire. They have cracked because
they have been unable to adapt themselves
to those needs of the human spirit which have
become urgent at a particular time and the
demands to which these needs have given rise
have set men off in search of fresh light.
This, it seems to us, is the test of political and
cultural truth aes much as of scientific truth.
Consequently, that line of thought is mast
likely to achieve permanence and temain
active in peoples’ minds which can develop
according to man’s needs and still maintain
its consistency.

The essence of dogmatism is the beleif
that, even though truth does lie at the bottom
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of a well, nevertheless, ifs particular bucket
has brought it to the top and any other bucket
might as well cease' operations. It is safe to
say that, if the adult education programmes
proposed by Hindus, Mu:lims, Communists
or any other party or sect are entered upon
in this spirit, they will have wvalue in so far as
they awaken the ordinary man to the possible
means of achieving a fuller life, they will
succeed for a time as they undoubtedly answer
to some of the pressing needs of Iwdia at
persent but ultimately they will cause revolu-
tion and their own rejection because their own

dogmatism will prevent them from realising
that new needs have arisen which demand a
fresh answer. :

* This is the justification for ‘liberal’ adult
education, the ‘liberal’ referring rather to the
spirit than the subject matter. Consequently,
with the establishing of high standards
academically, the Indian adult education
movement needs to achieve a generosity of
outlook which will recognise as valid any
sincere statement of truth which will atllow
that it itself perhaps contains more truth and
is, consequently, capable of development.

ADULT EDUCATION AMONG INDIAN MINERS. |

By R.M. CHETSINGH

(being part of the report made to the Labour Depariméni of the Government
of India on the peossible uses ot the Miners’ Welfare Fund .for Adult Education)*

A somewhat unconventional but widely
read modern English author who is well
known both as a teacher and as a philoso-
pher, has remarked that the dullness of
writings, dealing with the subject of educa-
tion is matched only by the dullness of the
institutions in which it is imparted and
excelled only by the dullness of the admin-
istrative machine which runs the educational
system. This, he adds, makes them unread-
able and largely unread. This caustic but
largely true statement wae much in my mind
as | entered upon the task of investigating
prevailing conditions among labourers in the
coalfields with a view to formulating sug-
gestions for organising Adult Education
facilities under the Miner’s Welfare Funds.
I propose, therefore to make this report brief,
non-technical and as free from a discussion of
the academic issues of Adult Education or
of Indian Labour as possible. This report
seeks to give a simple nlan which can stand
the test of educational and academic stand-
ards on the. one hand while providing at
the same time sound foundations for the
building up of a serviceable and worthy
structure of Adult Education. The temntation
to provide a dissertation on Adult Education
is, of set purpose, avoided.

Some Misleading Assumptions.
(A) At the outsst it should be stated

that it is not correct to imagine that lahourers
in the coalfields offer for adult educa-

to face the problem constructively.

tion purposes ‘Ready Made’ classes, audie-
nces and clubs. A bell rung in a given
colliery cannot make them stream in. Labour
in the coal mines, as indeed nowhere, is
to be so viewed. The large area over which
the Jharia and Raniganj Coalfields are spread
cannot be called compact labour units for
adult education. Giridih and Bokaro are
only slightly better. The fact that labour
is by no means permanent, further complicates
the problem. Many of the labourers come
from surrounding rural areas. Others live
nearby but outside the immediate colliery
limits. Those for whom shelter is provided
at the collieries are also not always to be
found in ‘concentrated areas’. ltis necessary
to put out of mind the illusion that labour
in the coalfields can be pushed into literacy
and other classes even if these were desired
without facing geographical, spatial and
physical impediments. Difficulties belonging to
these categories exist in the coal fields. They
are, indeed quite formidable when it is remem-
bered that rain, cold and heat have also to be
reckoned with. The notion that many well
meaning people seem to cherish that coal
miners can be turned out as literates, more
or less automatically once some adult
education machinery is set up should -be
banished from the minds of all who wish

V*I)ublishedr -by permission of the Labour
Dept, Government of India . This is the first
publication of this report.
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(B) A rtarcaer racc © remember about
20al mines labour in India is that the
sountry has not got a regular class or caste
of “miners’. Few spend the bulk of their
working lives coal mining and of those
who do spend a considerable part of them
many are often away taking part in the
activities of the harvesting or sowing seasons.
They may even go and live as regular
armers or farm labourers for periods of
several months at a stretch. Thus it will
be seen that the miners in many r spects
constitute a changing constitueney. The
educational worker cannot count on being able
to work on the same set of people for
say 2 or 3 whole years consecutively.
Some may remain within his reach, others
may not.

People come to the coal fields from
different districts and at one time there
may be a considerable number of persons
from a particular area whereas six months
later they may have gone leaving their places
unfilled or yielding to men or women drawn

from a different group with different
traditions.
(C) The miner at the end of his ‘day ’,

“is not clamouring for physical exercise or

recreation connected with the gymnasium.
From the pit you come into a different
world and your limbs come up feeling the
need for relaxation and your mind and
your senses demand some semblance of
repose. The social ‘set up ’,—if it can be
called a ‘setup '—of the coalfields in India
does not offer the little facilities which
make the wheels of life run smoothly and
afford natural opportunities for the petty
consumer to develop a wider interestin
the problems of living. In the coalfields
this factor aggravates, in a very real measure,
the difficulties which the Adult Education
worker must face in any social setting.
There is much in the environment of the
miner in India to make him feel ‘ a stranger
in a strange land’ and to strengthen in
him everything which contributes to the
emergence and consolidation of the outlook
on life which makes a majority of our
countrymen say almost daily and some
more than once in a day: “we are
passing our days’. It is no exaggeration
to say, therefore, that the soctal and intel-
lectual atmosphere of the coal felds far
from being a help is a serious hinderance
which the adult education worker must

- encounter and overcome,

It may be well to recall what the Bihar
Labour Enquiry Committee had to say in this
connection :—

" Both from tne poiant of view of the
number of persons directly employed
and the outpuj, coal is by far the most
important industry of the province. In
1937, the number employed was 103,195
and the output 13,836,717 tons .--... ... there
were in India in 1937, 203 Joint Stock
Companies in this industry with an aggregate
paid up capital of Rs. 9,94 Lakhs, of which
183 companies were operating in Bengal
and Bihar, the output of Bihar being a little
more than twice that of Bengal. The figure
does not include the capital employed by
private individuals and syndicates, of which
no statistics are available. ( Para 384 )

Sl About 80 per cent of this labour
has been obtained from within the districts of
the province of which the more important
are Hazaribagh, Manbhum, Gaya and
Monghyr. The rest has been drawn from
other parts of India of which the main
contributories are the districts of Raipur,
Bilaspore and Drug in the Central Provinces,
the districts of Allahabad, Partabgarh, Mirza-
pur, Rai Bareilly, Jaunpur, Lucknow, Unao,
Cawnpore and Gorakhpur in the United
Provinces, Ganjam in Orissa, Burdwan,
Bankura and Noakhali in Bengal, Lahore
and Amritsar in the Punjab and Rewa in
Central India. Of this heterogenous colliery
populalion he most considerable section is steeped
in ignorance and superstition. They are never
happier than when among their own peope
in their native surroundings. Economlec
pressure has driven them out of their
homes and an opportunity of earning at homie
in the harvesting secason brings them back

Aocking ......... (Para 385 ).

ssvsse-o. The migratory character of labour
retards the growth of efficiency while it in-
volves the industry in considerable expendi-
ture every year on recruitment., [t would
appear, on a review of the past situation,
that an increasing proportion of labour is
tending to setile down permanently in the
collieries.

“The progress achievd in that direction
till 1930 cannot be considered unsatisfactory.
A number of factors contributed to the pro-
gress of which the improyement in wages as
well as the working and living conditions of
the miners must have a large share. In 1930,
there set in a severe depression in coal trade

which forced down the enrnine of tha minera..
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to terribly low figures. And the exclusion of
women from underground work which began
to take eftect from 1933 and was completed
in 1938 still further reduced the family ear-
nings. It was no longer possible for many
miners to keep their families with them.
There was a set back to the téndency of
building up in the coalfields a permanent
settled labour force. But there is no reason
to think thatthe set-back is other than tem-
porary. Economic improvement must restore
into normal action the tendency which has
been observed to be long at work. (Para

386)."” <
3. Conditions 1o be reckoned with.

It is not necessary to go into the social
and economic conditions prevailing among
coal mine labourers in general. It is essen-
tial, however, to note certain facts which have
a distinct bearing on our problem. These
may be considered under convenient heads.

General Observations on the ‘Problem’.

Most of the miners are driven to the colli-
eries by compelling economic pressure.
They come from regions geographical and
oceupational where comparatively speaking
near-employment or uneconomic employment
conditions prevail. The prosperous and
successful' farm worker does not join the
groups of miners who collect from different
parte of the world. In the course of a little
chat with some ‘Btlaspuri’ labour group 1 was
struck with the answer made by an old granny
who had come along with her people: “Yes,
we come a long way; but we come because
we get money to eat”. Her tone underlined
the compelling character of their need. But
there was twinkle in her eye as she went on
with her task of gleaning the generous supply
of food grains she had spread out in the sun.

Most groups come for short periods of a
few months at a time. The problems of
‘adjustments’ and ‘settling down' take both
energy and time. Something of the unsettle-
ment of mind which is to be associated with
‘“ransients’ or ‘campers’ must of necessity
colour their outlook and reactions.

A superintendent of a Colliery who with
disarming frankness con’essed the meagre-
ness of what they did for the laboourers edu-
sational and recreational needs was emphatic
that the availability of consumer goods ‘on
the spot’ and the provision of healthy recrea~
tional facilities would help labour to keep

fovon Avink A+ some of the smaller

collieries representatives of owners' interests
said with cynical conviction that the miner
wanted not education but ‘grag’”. One of the
most experienced and more human of the
Superintendents gave it as his opinion that
while the miners earnings had increased very
considerably only a small proportion of the
increase had been used to their advantage.
He felt strongly that a system of compulsory
savings should have been enforced . Atone
of the largest collieries an energetic Manager
was trying to arrive at some rough estimate
of the number of days per week the average
miner in that colliery was working. He was
inclined to think that the average working
week had come down to 3} to 4 day week.

The food concessions and liberal terms
under which miners could qualify for these,
were inimical to the building up of a *hard
work’ outlook was the opinion put forward
by most managerial representatives. What-
ever one might think of these opinions it
seems to be a fact that the meaning of a high
standard of living, a broad outlook on life,
the joy of living on a super-animal level,
habits of thrift, and the means and know-
ledge which might lead to the development of
healthy citizenship — to all these the labourer
in the coal fields is a stranger. It is impossi-
ble not to note that (allowing for individual
exceptions) managements asa W ole have
not thought of labour in terms of ordinary
citizenship categories but rather in terms of
tools necessary for ‘output of production’.
Only such concessions as might lead to phy-
sical continuity of the tool seem to have been
entertained. The view of labour asa ‘living
pulsating organism capable of a fuller destiny’
does not seem to have disturbed the routine
of most managements.

{t must be said in fairness to some that
children’s schools (of sorts) and other facilities
have been provided on certain colliery estates
for some time. [t is true nevertheless to state
that much of the little that has been done in
this connection has been done out of pity,
compulsion or a patronising spirit. Such an
sttitude can never bring about conditions in
which adult education could flourish.

The following two extracts from a note on
education in the coalfields,
tional Deputy Commissioner, Dhanbad, was
good enough to show me, may be quoted
with profit :—

“There are coal fields (1) Jharia and (2)
Mugma in this subdivision. In the Jharia

which the Addi~

&=
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Coal field there are about 800 collieries—big
and small,—at work and in the Mugma field
some 15t0 20. The collieries’ population
exceeds the ordinary thanas’ population.

*“There were two night schools for adult
education in the urban areas which remained
closed during the last part of the year for want
of teachers. In the Municipal area it has be-
come impossible to get a man on Rs 15]-.

e arrangement to teach the adult prisoners
of the local sub-jail bv part-time Workers
continued. A sum of Rs. 144]- was spent on
it from the Municipal Funds.

“There was Refresher Work in the Govind-
pur and Topchanchi thanas Where 79 centres
remained at Work for 3 months to refresh those
Who had become literates during the intensive
work. A pre.literacy class Was also added to
the Refresher centre jn. Which new illiterates
or those relapsed into illiteracy Were taught.
2009 were enrolled out of Whom 1529 passed
the test held at the end of the term. A sum
of Rs. 1884/. was spent.

“There were 179 village libraries in Govind- .

pur and Topchanchi thanas, mostly under
the supervision of the Primarv school teachers.
11 books ,on average Were jssued per library.
Unless some new and interesting books are
supplied to those libraries they fail to attract
the villagers.”

What should Adult Education Aim at.

At the outset | wish to emphasise that
adult education is not to be taken to mean
literacy. Nor do I regard literacy as abso-
utely essential for everv man and Woman now
engaged in coal mining. Total literacy can
be aimed at only in a certain type of environ-
ment. That environment must be created in
the community as a Whole. Its creation Would
be a more reasonable ideal in a less shifting
and mere natural population(taken as a ‘unit’)
than the coal fields provide to day.

I accept Lenin’s declaration : “The liqui-
dation of illiteracy is not a political problem:
it is a condition without which it is impoasible
to talk of politics. An illiterate man is out-
side politics and before he can be brought in
he muet be taught the alphabet. Without this
there can be no politics, only rumours, gossips,
tales and superstition.” To lay down the con-
tent of education in the spirit of the doctrinaire
would be, nevertheless, to court stultification
and frustration. The preparing of an entire
population to read intelligently is not likely to
be achieved by concentrating on the ‘mere

creation of the ability to read. Availability of
canal Water alone cannot create Wheat-fields
and kitchen gardens in scrub jungle and waste
land. Clearing, manuring, ploughing and
above all the sowing of good quality seed and
protection against the depradations of man
and beast all these are essential and the pro-
cesses of promoting adult education in hetero-

genous, backward populations are not dissi-
milar.

The real task of adult education in all
situations and particularly in the situation
obtaining in the Indian coal fields today is
that of helping the individual to develop
the capacitv to choose right values and corre-
late the will to do with his powers of judge-
ment and discrimination. Itis one of the
tragedies of the total Indian situation, that
many who are nlaced in positions of direction
in the educational world and are supposed
to plan and execute adult education pro-
grammes have never enabled to erasp this
truth. [If thie truth is not accepted, assimi-
lated and treated as axiomatic in all the adult
education undertakings in the coal fields we
shall only add to the niles of waste paper
the everincreasing fund of hureaucratic dissi-
mulation and cvnicien and to the sense
of utility and dullhness of which you can see
evidences in all fielde of social work in the
country.

In adult education administrators and
teachers to be effective must think and act on
the creative level as distinct from the level
of routine execution. No scheme; however
wisely and practicallv conceived can have a
chagce of success unless all concerned accept
the above judgement as sound and try to
make it the basis of all executive action.

The Driving-Force in Adult Education.

Interest : the jov of achieving the emotional
satisfaction which comes from participating
in some process or activity which makes for
all-round betterment and gives to men and
women something of the sense of the joie
de vivre, these are distinct from the nnssive
listening to words of wisdom which belong
to a world which is ‘other’ and remote~—~
these and these alone can make anv adult
education drive successful. It is obvious
therefore that whatever programme is adan-
ted should seck to link itaelf with the total life
interest of the miners if it is to resnlt in
releasing within them as individuals or as
family or regional groups, the forces which
make educational processes spontanesous and
joyful, i
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Literacy—not the starting point.

The mechanics of reading, writing and
arithmetic are absolutely not the starting
point. ltis important that we should under-
stand the laws of motion and their action and
Interaction on the laws of gravitation in order
to learn to balance ourselves. = It is important
that we should know what foods are best
suited to the building up of our bodies. But
none of of us, thank goodness, had to study
the works of Newton or the wonderfully
‘diagramed and charted’ works on nuirition,
that keep on coming out these days -before
we walked or ran or ate. Reading and writing
are important and indispensable means of
acquiring knowledge but they are not the
only medium of gaining education. We go
through processes of learning, we are
educated in the wrong ways or in the right
ways, by the responses and reactions of our
senses and our faculties, of our minds and
bodies every moment of our life. [t is imbeci-

lity to believe that reading and writing are
the starting point of the education of adults
We of the educated class in India tend to
start with it because in our half-conscious
unrecognized sense of superiority we imagine
that it is the ability to read and write which
makes us fundamentally different from the
mass of our people. It certainly gives us more
commercial value—but no more: and it is
this commercial value acquired or inherited
and the cultural and accounts advantages
which it has brought ue directly or indirectly
which have contributed towards the enrich-
ment of our power of discrimination of in-
dependent action and has helped to build
up our personalities. All the processes which
can help in the building up of these powers of
discrimination and action must enter into any
programme of adult education for the people.

( The remainder of the report will be publsihed
in our September. issue.)

LITERACY WORK AMONG ABORIGINIES
IN BENGAL.

KUMUD DAS GUPTA.

The " Friends’ Service Unit » has selected
four typical villages in Bengal and is trying
out . various experiments all of which are
designed to develop them into self reliant
villages. These experiments fall into three
main categories, first, those which aim to edu-
cate every member of the villages, secondly,
those which aim to improve the economic
status of the villages, and thirdly, those which
aim to improve the individual and oublic
health of the villages, by organising health
units amongst them.

Before starting the work we made
a preliminary survey, in fact, it is true to say
that the work is still in its preliminary
stages as we have been on the job for
only a few months, consequently, this article
embodies the results of our first ochservations.
The errors in our methods will become
obvious as time goes on and we hope that
we shall be able to correct them.

Most of the inhabitants of the village are
peasants who work in the fields in the day
time go that our classes had to be night

classes. We found that we could, with a
little effort. organise literacy night classes in
three of the four villages as there was some
understanding of education there. This was
due to the fact that between them they
could muster two primary schools and one
middle school. But in the fourth village
we found greater difficulty and that is the
subject of my article.

It is a relatively new village as it has
been in existence for only a hundred years.
The original inhabitants probably came down
from the hills near Ranchi and the present
inhabitante have kept that simplicity and
child-likeness which is rare amongst so
called civilised people. The forefathers of
these people came to Bengal in searc of
food, and settled in the southern part of
the 24 Parganas where there was a big
forest. These hardy people began to clear
the foreast and to cultivate the lands only
to find that they were adding a great deal
to the value of the landlord’'s property.
They are called “ Buno * i. e. one who lives



in the forest. They are landless, some of them
earning their meagre salary as hired labourers
in other peoples’ fields and some by doing
piece work, Their language is a mixture
of Santali and perverted Bengali which has
never been givena written script, -

After a full day’s hard work they return
home and drink “hudi ” a type ' of wine
prepared from rice. Men, women and children
all drink and then lie down to sleep off
their intoxication like pigs—their favourite
animals. ‘

The following statistics give an idea of
the condition of the village :—

male female Total.
No. of families 82,

» » inhabitants 254 178 432
o 1 adults 186 104 290
»» s children 78 74 152
. 1 literates 2% Nil 2
» s schoolgoing

children 10 5 15

Occupations :—

No. of landowners 14
» » day labourers 221
» » men too old
to work 19

All our efforts to open a night school
bere failed. Everyone we approached gave
the fsame answer, “Babu, we are Bunos.
We are meant for labour only. There is
no point in our getting education, It will
not help us in any way"”. Our attempts
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to remove their feeling of inferiority were
equally unsuccessful, So our next move was
to organise several group meetings and then
a few larger general meetings in which
we tried to point out to them that if they
learned to read and write they would be
able to increase their income. For instance
we reminded them that they sometimes had
to put their thumb impression to a document
which they could not read and which the
landlord’s men had brought to them. Then,
latter, they find out that they have involved
themselves in loss of money. Again we
told them that their inability to read and
write prevented them from getting the seeds
which the government occasionally distribu=

tes and from applying for agricultural loans
and so on. :

After a month’s hard work, we were

able to start our night school class
even though it was with only six adults
and - the school was a dilapidated hut.

Within a couple of days the attendance
was |5 and the need for a schoolroom of
reasonable construction became obvious,
The teacher of the school happens to be
a tried social worker and he was able to
stir up in the students a desire to build a
proper school house and this they did,

It is only about a month since we
opened this school but the number now
attending is 35 all of whom are progressing
satisfactorily and we hope that, once the
literacy stage is” over, we shall be able to
pass on to the stage of adult education
in t he full meaning of the term.

Report of the Third Summer School for Training Adult Education Warkers, 1947 |

held under the auspices of the °
DELHI ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

INTRODUCTION.,

The first Summer School for training adult
education workers was held in 1945 and the
second in 1946. This year the organisers
were doubtful whether in view of the distur-
bed state of the country in general and of
Delhi in particular, it would not be wiser
to forgo the idea of a summer school. Urgent
requests from both outside and within Delhi,
however, made it obvious that students were
wiling to take risks and to come 4o the

school if one was organised. Consequently
arrangements were made and the Inaugura-
tion of the School was held in Ramjas College,
Daryaganj at 5 p. m. on May 1st. The course
lasted for a fortnight although, owing the
extended school terms in Delhi and the cur-

few, the classes had to be held from 4 p. m.
to 7 p. m.

INAUGURATION.

Dr. Gurmuk Nihal Singh, Principal of
Ramjas College and Vice President of the
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Delhi Adult Education Association, presided
at the Inauguration and Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao,
Professor of Economics, Delhi‘University gave
the Inaugural Address. Both speakers empha-
sized the need for adult education to be
understood in the wider sense of the term as
that education which aims at creating a bet-
ter society and better citizens.

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES WERE
' ALSO RECEIVED.

Sir JOHN SARGENT, Educational Adviser,

Government of India.

“I have been most interested in the valuable
work which is being done by the Delhi
Adult Education Association, and it gives me
much pleasure to send a message of greetings
and good wishes on this particular occasion
to the trainees assembled for the Summer
School. The Association has done much
for the cause of Adult Education in this coun-
try, and | am sure their present efforts will
yesult in further useful contributions towards
the education of the masses. [ wish the
Aassociation all success.”

Sir MAURICE GWYER, Vice-Chancellor,
Delhi University.

“] am very glad that the Adult Education
Association is hlding its Summer School
again this year and | hope that it will be as
successful as it was on the last occasion—I
hope too that, as last year, the Executive
Council of the University will see its way to
making a contribution towards the expenses

of the School.

- The fourteen days programme cover a
wide field and the subjects of discussion
seem to me to have been very judiciously
chosen.

I venture, however, to suggest that adult
education for women might be worthy of
special attention. | think that it presents fea-
tures of its own which merit consideration,
and | should like to think that the Associa-
tion has not overlooked them.

Please convey all my good wishes to
those who will be present "at the sessions of

the School.”
THE COURSE,

1. Development of adult education in
India and abroad ;

Y Sucial incentives to adult educatien ;

Life and work of Tho., Cooper,

“ Ditto. Albert Mans.bric]ge,.
“ Problems of adult education in
India.”

2. Adult psychology and its problems ;
‘ Psychological problems peculiar to
India.”
 Balance of Emotions in Adults.”
““ Psychology of men and women."
‘ Psychological approach to town
and village worker.”

3. Educational Psychology ;
“ The meaning of Intelligence.”
“ The Psychology of Literacy work.”
“ The learning process in adults.”

4, Literacy and Post-Literacy work.
Three lectures with demonstrations
on literacy methods.
“ YWhat the Adult wants to learn.”
“ Follow- up courses and the use of
literature.™

5, Citizen Centres;
““ Citizen centres; preparatory stu-
dies.” ;
“ Citizen centres; organization.”
*The function of the adult educa-
tion worker.”

6, Special lectures;

“ Political incentives to adult educa-
tion.”

“ Education in a changing environ-
ment.”’

“ Organisation of a library.”

“ Visual Aids.” |

* The Philosophy of Education.”

VISITS :

By arrangement with local military authoe-
rities, students visited the army School in
Delhi Cantonment (the army very kindly
provided the transport) and were able to see
the methods employed by the army, includ-
ing literacy methods, citizenship, classes dra-
matization of news and discussion groups.
Students also visited adult education centres
in Delhi and the Arte and Crafts School
B}il}(lzlh was being held at the Jamia Millia,

a,

TUTORIAL WORK :

After each of the visits to the army educa-
tion scheme, students were asked to make notes
and the following day a discussion was held
on the visit under the guidance of the Direc”
tor of Studies, At the end of the course
there was an open session at which any im-
portant questions which had arisen in the
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students’ mind during the course were dis-
~ cusged in the full school.

CONVOCATION :

The Convocation of the school took place
on Wednesday, May 14th, in Ramjas College
Hall with Dr. Zakir Hussain, President of
the Delhi Adult Education Association in

" the chair. The Secretary, Mr. Mumtaz Ud-din
read the report of the summer School. Mr.
M. S. Randhawa, Deputy Commissioner, gave
the Convocation Address on ‘““The part of
adult education in village uplift.” And
said' that through the panchayats and the vil-
lage clubs the villager could get not merely
a technical, but an all-round education.

Dr. Zakir Hussain, after distributing the
diplomas to the sludents made a short speech
in which, while congratulating those students
who had received diplomas, he warned
them that only by sincere and steadfast appli-
cation could they combat ignorance. ‘ You
will have to fight ignorance not only among
the illiterates but among the student commu.
nity as well.”

After the Convocation there was an
exhibition of the wall newspapers made by
students during the course. There was also a
social arranged by the students.

ANALYSIS OF THE SCHOOL :

No. of Applications 67 (1945-48 ;
1946.52).
iy Diplomas awarded, 55
No. of graduates 21.

i Matriculates 32,
Teachers 23.
) Students 25.

L Adult education workers,
(full time) 9.
i) With previous experience of

adult education 19,
women students 5.
gX Students from outside Delhi 7

4 Students w h o presented
essays |5.

i Students who made wall news
papers 35.

STAFF OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL :
Director :—Shafiqur Rehman Qidwai, Head
of the Department of Adult Edu-
cation. Jamia Millia.
T. B
‘ M. A., B. T, Delhi.
Secretary:—Mumtaz Ud~din, M. Sec., (Delhi
Polytechnic) Joint Secretary, Delhi
Adult Education Association,

Asstt.  Director: — Principal

Sethi,

LECTURERS.

Paras Ram, M. A., Member of e interna-
tional Society of Psycho-Analysis and
Member of the Indian Science Con-
gress Sub. Committee on Psychology.

Rashid Ahmad, M. A., Delhi Polytechnic.

A. A. Abbasi, M. A Lecturer, Delhi Poly- -
technic. ‘

Prof. Jagdish Singh, Employment Selec-
tion Bureau, Home Deptt, Govern-
ment of India,

Dr. Junanker, Cultural Relations Officer,
Government of [ndia. )

S. Pathik, Literacy Expert, Hindustan
Scouts Association.

Saeed Ansari, Principal, Teacher’s Train-
ing Department, Jamia Millia Islamia.

V. B. Karnik, B. A,, LL. B., General Secre-
tary, Indian Federation of Labour ;
Member, Executive Committee, World
Federation of Trades Unions.

A.S. Das Gupta, Librarian, Delhi University.

Mrs. K. Taimni, Officer on Special Duty,
Deptt. of Education, Government of

] India.

E. Baker, B. A, Dip. Ed. * °

V. S. Mathur, B. A, LL. B., Joint Secretary .
Delhi Adult Education: Association,

R. K. Balbir, B. A., LL.B., Executive Sec-
retary, Indian Adult Education Asso-
ciation. ;

Delhi Adult Education Association

24, Rajpur Road, Delhi.

SUMMER SCHOOL. FOR TRAINING
ADULT EDUCATION WORKERS

MAY 1947
Statement of Account.

Income.
From fees. Rs. 256-0-0
Grant from University of Delhi. ,, 150-0:0

Total 406-0.0
Expenditure.
Lecturers’ expenses. » 115-4-0
Postage and Stationery. w 926-3.6
Printing. . 49.0-0
Transport. w 135050
Electricity and hire for fans, R
| Peon. ! 14-0.0
Advertisement. »  19:0.0
Phote. . 33.0.0
Sundries. o S0
Balance in hand. . 59.2.6

st s . By S

Re. 406-00
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Fircroft : A Poor
By JOHN

|l take as the title for my article the title
given by Tom Bryan, the first warden of
Fjrcroft, for an article on the Danish Folk
t'!igh School. [t was the Danish Folk High
School which provided Tom Bryan with the
idea of establishing F ircroft.

English working class education dates
back to the Mechanics’ lastitutes of the early
19th century, which, however, in the main
were concerned largely with scientific sub.-
jects. Such subjects as naturally arose in
the course of the working-day were inves-
tigated further by working men eager for
scientitific knowledge. Dr. Birkbeck formed
the first Mechanics' Institute in Glasgow in
1823 which was followed by the London
Mechanics’ Institute in the same year. These
colleges owed some of their inspiration to
the radical movements springing up in the
wake of the French Revolution and were
founded on a belief in the liberating
influence of science.

In 1844 three parallel events of far-
reaching importance to education and politics
in Britain and, indeed. the world took place.
In 1844 the first Danish Folk Hignh dcnool
was erected in Slesvig; this was a gesture
of national cultural emancipation from the
governing Germans. In 1844, the first co-
operative store was founded {.. Rochdale,
England. The Pioneers, as they were called,
made education of its members one of its
concerns.
Birmingham was planning the first Adult
School class (which met in 1845) “to afford
instruction in reading the Scriptures and in
writing to youths and young men from
fourteen years of age”.

These three movements, towards econos
mic, national and cultural emancipation
overlap and converge to make the basis
for working-class movements during the
century from 1844 to the election of the
Labour Government in 1945. In each
movement, the Folk High School, the Co-
operative educational movement, and the
Adult School, there is the realization of
the impact of education upon workaday
life as -agricultural worker (as in Denmark),
as consumer-producer (as in Rochdale) or
as industrial workers in the Birmingham
Adult School clags. Whilst retaining a sense
of the absolute values, their feet are

In 1844, too, Joseph Sturge of.

Man's University.

ROBINSON.
ﬁrmly. planted if the ground of everyday
‘experience.

The growth of working-class movements
to political power made it necessary that the
hitherto inarticulate should speak. “Mutual
improvement’ was the keynote of much of
the work done in working'class education
during the latter half of the 19tli century.
The principle of “mutual aid” was exemp-
lified in those years, as it was in the earlier
medieval guild period.

The Danish, Folk High Schools were
based on the idea of co-operation and at
the same time they emphasised the values
of ‘plain and simple outward forms’; in
this they echoed the Quaker spirit behind
the Adult School movement.

Tom Bryan, was brought up in a sect
rather like the Salvation Army, and develop-
ed an jnterest in Settlement work in the
East End of London. He took up a position
at Woodbrooke, which was opened in 1903 as
a permanent ‘Summer School’ for the Society
of Friends. He became an active worker in
the Adult School Movement and in the field
of Labour politics. In association with George
Cadbury Jnr. he conducted investigations into
the land question in the course of which he
travelled to Denmark to find out the secret
of the Danish farmer’s success. He found
the secret lay in ‘Education and Co-opera-
tion’, and the latter is really dependent upon
the former. ‘

Inspired by the Danish example Tom
Bryan took up the post of Warden when
Fircroft was founded in 1909. Ia 1910 Ruskin
College had been taken over by a workers’
educational movement within the University ;
much of the preparatory work had been done
since its foundation in 1903 by the Workers'®
Education Association.

Fircroft was founded on the same prin-
ciples of ‘plain and simple outward forms’
ag the Danish Folk High Schools, based on
the Platonic conception of the ‘golden mean’
and the practical consideration that many
Fircroft students had to return to their
working-class surroundings and readjustment
should not be made too difficult,

Tom Bryan did not offer men education
as a means of raising themselves in the
social scal