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MESSAGES TO THE INDIAN JOURNAL OF ADULT EDUCATION 
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS ENTERING UPON ITS THIRD YEAR OF SERVICE.

From the Dewan of Mysore: —
I am very interested to learn that the Indian 

th^r^al °f Adu.lt' Education is shortly entering on the ir year of its career. The education of the adult 
as vital as the education of the child; our duty in 
**•<*<* adult illiterates is all the greater be- 

+ h S®. t?iey are often’ through no fault of their own, „„ —ctims of past neglect. While we cannot entirely
hvP lr the G°nsequences of this neglect we can do much 
]Li°UI’SeSJ°f adult education, well planned and regu- 
manvytv>Ca°ndUC»ted’ to fil1 a vital gap in the lives of 
contributes”?? °Ur Gountrymen. Any service which 
congratulate^ t TS 6nd , is t0 be greatly welcomed. I do in thi.f th® Journal on what it has been able to success. ection and I wish it much prosperity and

Dated 24 thBOotob^r 1 9 4 1 . } (S d °  “ u . " " ’

MadanapalleD?n^ameS H° Gousins’ formerly Principal of ment of U  ge# and now Art Adviser to the Govern-
F ine  aS a l s ° Head of  th e  Depar tm ent  of

o i  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T r a v a n c o r e .

GationI0n°nhJvtUlate the Indian Journal of Adult Edu- 
volume. As o n e ^ i h o ^ ^ K ^ 6 beginning of its third 
vast and variea *h i1,*3 been iceenly interested in the Education tn problera of giving the advantages of
s©e the incre^?n! past school~age> I am very happy to Valuablp _ as.ng momentum of the movement, and the
Journal anJ'tei7)ture that is being created by the 
PSmcinatT her agencies for the guidance of those j . ng ln s0 essential a human service.
“ a t8 a  3« l h a octr o T e r 1 9 4 1 . [ ( S d ' ) H‘ i T h i T t ’.
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OBDirocial jfto te s ,
OURSELVES. Tl r> , .Ihe December Issue,

As this Journal enters the third

our" friends w h o ' L ^  f ,,The December as our readers
this venture of h P° SSlble Wdl see’ 13 an enlarged number, and
ful to our c o n i i r r ' 2' ^  grate‘ f ndeavours to present a fairly compre-
cribers w T t m T t ?  " t0 ° Ur SUbS' SUrVey ° f aCtivities ln dlfferent
upon their Vo n n f  T V * 11 C° Unt T *  ° f the country- Zt Wl11 be noted
year and in the * T  A&- ^  ^  gre3ter Part of lC 15 devoted
creasing measure “  30 m" t0 problems of A dult Literacy.

are glad to be able to announce W hiIe this Journal has never failed
that Mr. SajjadMirza.M. A. (Cantab) tG remmd the c°untry of the wider
Principal of the Osmania Training T a“lnfi of the term “Adult Educa-

ollege, Hyderabad, has joined the tl0n’ as a reference to the pages of
Advisory Board of Editors. We have any lssue of the last 2 Volumes will
a very much more representative Board ™ake clear —it must necessarily reflect
tan we began with. While we are tbe state of affairs in the country. In
ymg to do our best, is it too much to °Ur ^ebruary issue, we hope to return

in« °“r readers t0 help us in increas- not only to tlle question of Indian Uni-
De 1®. clrculation of the Journal by versities and Adult Education, but also
been'1 lng S° me of tbeir fiends to to enter upon an examination of the
to sĝ ĵ subscribers? We shall be glad pollcy of the Government of India, and
sent to specimen copies to addresses some of the Provincial Governments,—

us by regular subscribers. partic- 'arly the Government of Mad-
j. y/e offer n.,r i , taS' Artlvdes bearing upon these sub-
dlstlnguished frieL  ha?kS, t0 tHe tW° ]eCts wiU be gratefully received, and 
special messages !  SL*  ' ve Sent us should bAin our hands not later than 

n thls occasion. the 23rd December 1941



3 » 0 i a n  3 D u i t  © O u c a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e .

THIRD SESSION POSTPONED TO EASTER.

The third Session of the Indian to all the privileges of a delegate. The
Adult Education Conference has been Executive Committee of the Associa-
postponed to Easter, 1942. The Con- tion has fixed Rs. 51- as the minimum
ference will be organised under the membership fee of the Reception Com-
auspices of the Indian Adult Education mittee, and Rs. 21- for delegates. Any
Association. ladies and gentlemen can pay Rs. 2/- and

On behalf of the Indian Adult Edu- Donations are also
cation Association and the Bombay ;nv.ted and will be gratefully received
Presidency Adult Education Associa- Instlt"n“ns' Assot,atlo"s ,and, • i , i , i , , Societies which, on account of men­tion, which has been asked to make, „ _ r . interest m Adult Education, would likethe necessary arrangements for the . . .  .
Conference, we invite all citizens of to co-operate with the organisers in
Bombay, who are themselves actively ma ving tie on erence a success.

 ̂ j  ni • . . j • , Cheques can be sent to the Indianconnected with or are interested in the . , , _ . . . . .j • t j i, . • ■ • .1 n Adult Education Association, 136,education of adults, to join the Recep- . ^ i ,^  ■ .. r n  t Apollo Street, Eort, Bombay 1.tion Committee of the Conference.
Members of the Reception Committee g jyj BARUCh£A
will have the right to attend the meet­
ings of the Conference and are entitled Hon. Gen, Secretary.

. > § o m e  a s p e t s  o f  r e s u lt  © D u r a t i o n  in  3 n 0 ira.

By S. V a s h u d e v a n ^M. A., B. T., Ba n g a l o r e .

No systematic scheme of Adult adult education has nothing to do with
Education has yet been attempted in the removal of illiteracy, but adult
India but ‘sporadic attempts have been educational organizations have con-
made, though on a large scale, to en- centrated on the retention and extension
courage’ adult educational work. Thus of the knowledge already acquired by
proposals for providing educational men and women during their school
facilities for adults on a systematized days.’ Here in India the problem is
basis are just in the air. quite different,, In this country, where

, j. the percentage of literacy is so low, the
The Problem .n Ind,a. battle against illiteracy should be the

But there is some difference be- first concern of any programme of
tween the type of work attempted here Adult Education. Once this liquida-
and the adult education programme of tion of illiteracy is accomplished, then
other countries. ‘In most countries, begins an ever-continuing process of

2  JO U R N A L OF A D ULT ED UCA TIO N



self-education on the part of the adult. What is popularly known as the Dis-
uiteracy and education are not, of cussion-Method should be used wher-
course synonymous. But the former ever possible. The teacher should es-

>e °re runnei and the latter can- tablish living contact with the taught,
e attempted rdl after the removaJ Every adult school should provide
eiacy among the masses. evening entertainment, and intellec-

Aims ot Adult Education. tua  ̂ âre’ to the students. It must
Arlnlf- itj .• , , ,  appeal to the ‘whole personality’ of

o lh„ L  ™ ; am0,lg the aduI‘. The teacher should guard
moral a n d h itI I  r T f  ***** **“ »» *»*» «c-d«olc tradi-
masses !  C'" al Wcl ,°l the tion. but should follow the natural
ency’ W h e t ^  ^  ***•

th e5 * -  r i 1, V ft “
Portunitifs f o r t n l  ^  ^  °P’ 38 chiId™ - To attract the adults, the
also at improving the pramicaT^efficf us^fulr>ess of the magic lantern, cinema
ency of the labourers. One of the* ^  m &ny Pro^ramme of adult
fundamentals of adult education is that A s ^ i r T  ^  ovf  mphasized-
it should take the adults in the condi- J  n : 1S.“ f imon knowledge that no 
tions in which they live and try to help ^  W1 be ,intereSted in anything
them to live happier and more pros aducatl°nal unless he feels the need 
perous lives. The spirit of service is ^  118 day r0Utine and rea*
another essential feature of anv scheme , ltS US6’ the beSt starting Point will 

«■<* education. S o l d  h a t ^  t ' d  T ® ” ^  °"’n
•ts ultimate goal the progress of the fettet'of "the 7  h ! ”  those
country at large. Hence it will he “  of the alphabet, this may create
realized that adult educational work fuVthin^f t0 l68™ similar use‘
m India must necessarily be many-sided i g • Fr°m what bas been said
and, in rural areas especially, it should above' lt: will be clear that the vocabu- 
embrace all aspects of the life and aiy which will be most useful to adults
work of the villagers. ‘ ‘ haS got t0 be selected, and for this a
iwj .1 , suitable word-frequency list which
letnods to be employed. would fascinate them and induce them

The first problem that stares the ^  Iearn bas to be prepared. Above all,
adult-educationist in the face is rh , bo°ks intended for adults should

ZfZ0t attendan“ - To compel cheap'
impossil b t0 attend is to attempt the Parties who should co-operate.
So m o rd e r " !  undesirabI®- W hile it is realized that Adult Edu-
desire to attend ie™ a genume cation is primarily the responsibility of
course must be maj  eSe,. c asses’ tbe tbe State, for the successful working of
The school? should6 rea y hiteresting. any programme of Adult Education.it

catei toj all tastes. is necessary that many other agencies

SOME ASPECTS OF A D ULT ED U C A TIO N  IN  IN D IA  3



should lend their co-operation. First Local Bodies may pay the village
and foremost, the University may carry Schoolmasters under their control a
on research and devise the best small honorarium and ask them to
methods of teaching adults and pro- teach the adults.
duce suitable literature. Employers of Based on the fundamental principle
labour may give a helping hand to the that it is never too late to learn, Adult
movement by seeing that their em- Education is an answer to an inner call
ployees are made literate. University of human nature during and after adol-
graduates can volunteer to undertake escence, and forms an integral part of
the work of tuition for some time. national progress.

2  V  ^ o m e  iR e g le c te D  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  3 0 t t l t  C e a c i j i n g
By R a n jit  M. C h e t s in g h , M. A.

I natural desire and facility to learn
T A , T .. through any and every new way whichIn taking up Adult Literacy work 6 J, , j t i _  may come along their way, a facility

the first thing we need to remember „ jdl wllich the child isendowed, They
15 h ' f o n  y ‘ 18 " f  I S  have come to think of certain methodsgoal of Adult Education, nor does it by , ___  ,

, r , , . ■ and avenues as the reliable and normalitself enable a person to enjoy the
higher values of life or ennoble charac- wajs o earning.
ter. Literacy is a key—a key to one In the following few lines it is our
of the main doors to the house of en- purpose to set forth some of the diffi-
lightened living. In the West to-day, culties which the teacher of adults
we have a great many people who are must face wisely and calmly, if he is to
literate, but they are still semi-educated. succeed in his work of Adult Education.
Therefore, it is that we find many sad Before we set down these difficulties,
and tragic features in the life of the however, we wish to repeat that adults
West in spite of the high percentage of can, if they wish and if wisely taught, 
literacy its citizens have achieved. learn far more quickly than children.

The second thing we must not for- II
get in Adult Education work is the As the adult grows up his mind gets
fact that adults are different from child- accustomed to certain ways of thought,
ren. It is true that their mental powers and develops habits of behaviour
are far more developed and far quicker and inclinations in thought. These
than those of children. It is also true, inclinations, tendencies and habits are
however, that their minds have got far more stable and less easily changed
accustomed to certain ways of thinking than the habits of the child. They are
and they have acquired a great deal of generally opposed to the formal and
knowledge of actual con itions in life, mechanical aspects of learning, for
They have not, therefore, the same example, the learning of the process of
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a,nd °f sp®lllng as lf were a sometimes very difficult situations in
to rpU T  ltSe l  The adult wishes the teaching of adults. They cherish
throinsL^ processes learning (often without knowing it themselves)
his normal e^ A IS asked. to pass Wlth an attitude of superiority towards the
£ r °  ^ \ S ryd? eXPenenCe- T he,r  teacher‘ Tha preaching that teachers
wTllsee J nrpy’ ' lnstance’ that he try to inflict on adult pupils about
write his own nameTh °- ^ainUlg to mosquito-nets, practising hygienic me-

' write the alphabet as such'1 t0 thods and the evils of early marriage
Tupn hi ■ . ’ are not only lost on the average adult,

adult to , tendel’Cy tW b‘"  he probabl5, faels that people who
looks “  thintrs f r  ln I,,dia' He d° ””  Practi“  aari> t r i a g e ,  use
of his own f '  fr°m the w,°mt °f Vlew mosquito-nets and make a fuss about
not accept w ithm T06'- The adult wlU hygiene have less resistance to disease
ing and C“ “ ' q*eation- than he hlmself has: so that he is in-
ciples which we mav f  P/ m'  , lmed t0 Iook upon these things (pro-
The fact that these h hl“ ; bably wlthout realising that he does so)
resistance are not Z  T r ^  ^  whlch make ™  and, e not always conscious ease-loving.

wav'1; 'Mldcr 1:0 deal witl'- A sm®tt and full-blooded adult may
o l d  who takK i in I 1 tbe “ 7 * the v' lla«o-toaoher's class 
teacher I '"K ‘ tbat t,K ai,d put 1,11,1 difficult questions and the
does and wh ‘ is ZLZ" *  !faCber ” ay faaI that 1,a -  holding up
universe. j I enlarge his the piogiess of the adult literacy class.
ciously ‘or unco n^ ' “T  fef l  cons- An Indian Psychologist cites the exam-
teacher is superior to°T y’ ^  the H u  °* & mght-school, where some
has learnt skills, notably ^he' Jkm hf e, ° ^  Students were trying to teach
reading and writing and bp 1 J  li ° f cmentaiy arithmetic to adults. The

Opportunity of leadtg a ‘orp u H  ^  ? W£*ent5’ b° ^  a* they were in the
(and what to the averageadult in *'* addtS " f° ld thp adlllts that
-em s to be) a J S S t  If for them in adding up,
But the Indian adult is also rnn ' 1 ,y would write their digits in neat
thiit he has in some wavs mo " T n  T H *  A COUple of Proud
than the teacher—he can t L ^  aduIts insisted on writing their digits 
handle the pickaxe or^h^' ^  ,exalmple- in Crooked columns and being smart,
than the teacher can V T  ^  T * ™ *  COrrect a‘1Swers more Quickly
Practice he knows b l 'J U  “  H  S°me of the slow people in the
and nurture crops ett. i how to gtow class! And then they boasted, “See,
!~*c Cdn Probably hfr 'I! m°St teachars- these People followed your method and
than the teacher can heavier weights have not succeeded in doing the sum;
a ™ te intimate knowled! H l H  f  W* did not and yet we have got the
*ngs of the Sahuku- ^  i° H  de? '  correct results and more quickly!”
trail the teacher has* tiv andl°rd A third thing we need to remember

ns creates is that some adults are cynical towards
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anything that is being taught. 1 hey Similarly, in arranging our material,
come to school sometimes because they we must be resourceful. We must not 
are urged to come, sometimes because try to give the same examples in the
some of their friends come, and some- case of different adult groups. Teach-
times just because they wish to feel ers from the West often give us one or
privately amused at the efforts of their two examples which they think will
friends! This attitude also strengthens appeal to every group. In the west,
the normal tendency of the average there is a certain uniformity of back-
adult towards concrete situations, the ground which we cannot assume in
tendency to attend to those things India. Where possible an appeal to
which give immediate satisfaction in a religious ideas should be made, as these
concrete way. In India, especially, the carry a great deal of weight with illi-
gifts of imagination, of imitation and terate or semi-literate adults.! They
of self-assertion to which the teacher will also readily respond to a ‘ simple
can appeal in the child are often sup- joke. The wise teacher will try to
pressed or atrophied in the case of the bring in humour into his class and will
adult. create in his pupils the capacity to laugh

A further difficulty may arise when at themselves. It he can, he will find
th • teacher is known to be in economic that he is not doing mere literacy work,
difficulties. In these days, the average but that he is influencing those who
adult does not give to the teacher the come to him for simple instruction in
same respect as the priest-teacher used the deep things of life,
to get in the olden India. If, therefore,
the teacher is socially and economically IV
backward, and if in addition, he happens
to have weak a personality, all the diffi- n cone usion, we would urge upon
culties of which we have spoken and a l the necessi'y of Providing some sort
many more will come in the way of of training and instruction in the art of
successful adult education work. aduk education for those who are to

undertake this task. One of the sad
things in the enthusiastic period of the 

Adults pass thiough different types last 4 or 5 years was that the people
of experience and build up different just got i10id Qf a few t}ie things that
habits of mind. It is difficult, there- Dr. Laubach said and imagined that
fore, to treat them as one group, unless those maxims of his alone would enable
they, by chance, come horn the same them to make up for the lack of train-
caste or the same strata of society in Jng and the ignorance of the average
tlieii vi age or town, .k  nee it is wise, person who undertook adult teaching,
for the adult teacher and tor the super­
visor of adult education to think of If it is not possible to have a fort­
breaking up adult classes into units as night’s training for teachers before they
small as possible. In the long run, this set out on their task at the beginning
will make for economy and quickness of a campaign, at least a short and
in achievement. intensive course should be given in

6  JO U RN A L OF ADUL1' EDUCATION



which some of these difficult points We should not persuade ourselves
briefly referred to above are dwelt upon that the Reader which we teach is of
and lines of solution indicated. In all as great interest to the adult pupil, as
training, the place of newspaper-talk” it is to the teachers who understand
and the less formal ways of education, its phonetic make up or other qualities,
should be emphasised. If I were an or who have had a share in compiling
illiterate adult, I would get bored with it ! Probably, to the adult it is quite
daily literacy instruction! I would want often an artificial sort of story which
something to relieve the monotony of carries him into an artificial atmos-
t ic loutine part of the teaching. It is phere. Variety is essential. If songs
essential that adult classes shall have and little verses of interest to the
times when interesting news will be villagers can be found, whether they
given, lantern slides shown, singing have a crude love-interest or a religious
pai ties arianged, and adults encouraged interest, they should be utilised. The
to iscuss some topic which interests adult class should not be a monotonous
them- kill-joy affair.

C Ijc  imtuian a rn ilt (ZEDucatiott ^g so cia tio n
K. R. CAMA ORIENTAL INSTITUTE BUILDING, 136, APOLLO STREET, BOMBAY

O ctober, 1941.

Oupstin ^ ssoc ât ôn has issued this Societies are requested to send their
Pronn- T X  m conne<“tlon with the annual reports along with their replies.’
Proposed All-India Adult Education

irectory. The Association has sent 
the Questionnaire to some individuals nFAR oTR
and societies working in the field of °  b M A D A M ,
Adult Education but on account of its The Association has to prepare a
limited resources and for want of ad- Directory of Institutions doing Adult
dresses it has not been able to reach Education work in India with a view to
all individuals and societies directly. affording useful information on the
The Association therefore requests all subject of Adult Education to social
individuals and societies who have not workers and persons interested in the
received this questionnaire to reply problem of Adult Education. The
direct to the Hon. Gen. Secretary, In- Association has to collect the informa-
dian Adult Education Association t^°n as soon as possible, with a view to
K- R. Cama Oriental Institute, 136' Publishing a Directory affording com-
^ y d a f e ^ 6^ ’ F°rt’ Bombay-' The plete information,
that those 1;\ extl?n^ed and it is hoped I am enclosing a Questionnaire and
questionnaire10 l|aVe '10t rece*vec  ̂ tĥ s heg to request you to kindly fill in the
tionnaire which71 lep'y t0 tbe Ques“ same and return it to us soon so that

ls Prir>ted in this issue, the information about your institution
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may be included in the proposed Direc- depend upon the number of institu- 
tory. We earnestly seek your co- tions co-operating in the scheme. The
operation as we know that the Direc- cost will be heavy and any help your
tory will be more useful, informative Institution can give towards the print-
and complete if we have the kind co- ing cost will be very much appreciated,
operation of the various institutions
doing Adult Education work in India. We h°Pe y°u whl kindly supply us

We shall be glad if you will also the information as early as possible, and 
kindly send us a recent copy of the before 2oth December, 1941 in any
Annual Report of your Society, if any. case. The Directory will be a useful
Please write all particulars legibly so book of reference and information to 
that mistakes in printing may be social workers, welfare institutions,
avoided. Government, Municipal and all public

It is the intention of the Association bodies, 
to print a large number of copies of the Yours faithfully,
Directory which may run into many S. M. BAH RU CHA,
pages. The number of pages will Hon. Gen. Secretary.

C tje  a o u lt  4EO u c a tio n  D ire c to r?
QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Name of organization or in- 9. In what language or languages
dividual carrying on work. your work is carried on?

2. Address. 10- When are the classes held? -
o  ̂ , , , Please state if you have to make any3. Date or year of foundation. • , , , r , yspecial remarks as to hours of teaching
4. Aims and objects (if printed, per week etc. Please give separate

please attach a copy). details for classes held in villages, and
5. Types of Adult Education work th° f  h®ld in mills and lndustriaI areas,

being carried out. Who are the teacI:iers and what
is their training and qualifications?

6. What are the main features of Are they full time or part time? How
your educational work? Give broad are the classes supervised? Are there
sectional details, if any. any voluntary teachers? What is the

7. Does the organization work en- ^am  method of teaching?
tirely for men or for women or for 12‘ , If y0Ur WOrk is mainly of Liter- 
both? acy education, what is the criterion of

Literacy? What text-books are used?
8. Give the average number of 13. Is any use made of the magic

adult pupils (men or women or both) lantern, the Cinema and the Radio?
taught every year with their ages and Have you any proposals under con-
occupation, sideration?
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14. What steps are taken to en- What motives are appealed to, to
courage continuity after reading and awaken the desire to learn?

Are'there^amMih Par' iallS »■ I* there any Extension Lecture
where sCLue “  " 5’ WOrk? Are 7™ conducting any Night
read ble 1  e • “  « h «  College? Are there any Diplomas for
class of adults'are ava” abfe'?"“  % £ ?  “’5tr"Cted the S"b'

15. What cheap books and liter- 20. What should be the place of
\xn *" adu^ schools are available? Adult Education in the general system

iat Continuation’ or ‘Follow up’ of education in a country like India
iterature is available? where literacy is very low?

16. How is the work financed? Is • H°\v should employers of labour
your organization dependent on public m mills’ factories, Municipalities and
support or is it self-supporting? other institutions be required to help

17. What is the monthly cost per litel'aCy am° ng their Cm-
student tor your different types of oo A
Adult Education work? Do any stu- wkat Bnes shou^  the Adult
dents pay any fees? Do they pay for Bducatlon for Women be conducted?
books or other class material’ ' lat speca£d steps are necessary to
.18. What difficulties are expe Câ  thls out successfully?

fenced by your organization in carrvina Any other relevant information
- e r a .  types of Aduh Ed“ S f

3 /  ------
t t m .  C u c t d c p  C o m m i t t e e ,  a „ „ i t S a [ ,  l9 4 0 . , 94.

A t  the invitation of S. Ishar Singhii 4 c xr
Majhail, President, Sri Darbar Sahib ■ N * an]an Singh, Principal,

Committee, Amritsar, the first meeting  ̂ k l NatIonal College, Lahore.
o some of the well-known Slkh Educat e , 5‘ , S‘T I“dar SinSh’ A- D. I. of
tionists was held on 5-11-39 ln a , ,  Schools, Jullundur.

pSa Hlgh School, Lahore. 6? S- Kehar Singh, Headmaster,
Constitution: An Advisory Rnar4 Khaka Hlgh School, Lahore.

L ite Z c ^ C  name ° f “The Sikh Adult S; Barkat Singh, Deputy Divi­
d e  folio C°mmittee" was formed with Inspector of Schools, Lahorethe following members:- Division, Lahore.

dent S lshar Singh “Majhail” Presi- p  n , S‘TJagdish Smgh, M. A„ F. C.
College, Lahore.—Secretary.

■ athedar Udham Singh Nagoke. p L jter on S' B- Hukum Singh, Vice- 
T l-u âthedar Mohan Singh Sri A t "i resident, Golden Temple Committee, 
Takhat, Sahib, Amritsar * ’ M a l Amritsar and S. Tek Singh, member of

the Golden Temple Committee, Amrit-
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sar, were taken as members in place of Due “  raPld increase in the
S. Indar Singh and Bawa Baikal Singh, work of management etc., S. Praam
who had to leave the Committee's S.ngh, B. A... LL. B„ was appointed as
membership for some departmental Assistant Secretary o the Literacy

Committee in March, 1940 ana thus a reasons. , ... . , • „ T. ■regular office came into being, it is
Donation:—  S. Ishar Singh, President, situated in the premises of the Sri

informed the members that the Golden Darbar Sahib Committee office, Amrit-
Temple Committee, Amritsar, had sar Later on S. Niranjan Singh was
sanctioned an amount of R. 5,000, per appointed an Organiser in place of
annum for a period of five years for s. Gurdit Singh. His main work is tp
Adult Education in the Amritsar Dis- visit the Schools from time to time, to
trict and that the Managing Committee attend to the needs of the teachers and
of Gurdwara, Tarn Taran, had allocat- adults and keep the office informed of
ed a sum of Rs. 1,000 per annum for necessary facts.
this purpose.

Inspection:- Our Schools are m- 
lst Batch of Teachers:— To impart spected by the departmental author­

training to teachers and an Organiser ities as weu as by responsible persons
in Dr. Laubach’s method an Experimen- Qf the Illaqa, teachers of Khalsa
tal Class was started. Miss R. M. Schools and Professors of Sikh Colleges.
Redman, Bhagsar and Mr. Walter National Workers of fame also see
S. Khan gave the necessary training for some 0f our Schools and the work
a week. at all centres has been found to be

Centres and Teachers-.-ln  the ^ ile  satisfactory and the progress of
beginning only five centres of work “ he"“  was prounced to be very

, T T „ encouraging and much scope for tur-were opened. Later on in January, c 6 ® . . . ,
1940 the number of centres was in- ther work in this field was anticipated
creased to 30 by the Amritsar and the <>y the above mentioned gentlemen.
Tarn Taran Committees. The neces- Course and Session:—The course of
sary articles and literature (such as studies is of three months duration and
Books, Slates, Black Boards and Kero- there are 3 sessions in a year. The
sene Oil etc.,) were supplied free. The classes are held for the following
number of such Schools was ultimately period in a year.
raised to 53 in 1940. At present there , XT , . -i /r. i * * * i tv . • . 1. 15 November to 15 April (5are 37 centres working in the District. ^
Out of our teachers we have selected m°2 15 June to 15 October (4 months)
some 8 or 9, who move about in their
appointed circles to supervise the work fn winter adults read at night and
carried on by other teachers. Some of in summer at noon or in the evening,
them are Matriculates and trained for about fourteen hours a week,
hands. They take keen interest in Attendance:— During the year under
social and rural uplift work in villages. Report 1,024 adults were admitted out

" V ,  ’r " "
1 _  ' J "  - T W
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whom 818 were granted Literacy tents of the paper are of religious, his- 
icatcs specially prepared by us. torical, social and literary interest,

e particulars regarding their number We publish some matter with a view 
arc as under. to encourage rural uplift work and

1. Sikhs 783 (men 675 and women ec°nomic Progress among the villagers,
108); Muslims 18; Hindus 17. and glve news relating to important

events in the country and abroad, 
There are 760 adults receiving edu- specially news about the European War.

cation at present in 37 centres. ^ e  supply the Sunday Edition of the
, , Daily Akali" newspaper also to our

i itions for admission:-There are schools. An interest to read news-
re,StriCtl°nS f01' admission ^  PaPers in Punjabi is created for the

abovedpta V  aPP3rent fl;0m the adultS S° that the? raay not relapse
large Z 'h  EVe" “ntouchables in lnt0 illiteracy after they discontinue
Adults yrneers joined our schools. regular studies There is a regular re­
mitted butT is T  "  ° ”ge,are Rd'  C° rd ° ‘ admlssi°" a"d attendance and
T p S  t  f  After'Xe ”  “
ment of a session no admission is made. Expenditure:—The Expenditure in-

t,u *n curred from 1-4-40 to 31-3-41 i«s Pc
then v i C s ^ a r e T e S r  SCh°0'S 3  a’840' 14'6' Thus the a™rage expeni
and necessary census is ‘ k e i T  C Per,.adult throu<hout thecertain is taken to as- comes to about Rs. 4.
ceitain the average of literacy among
centLT then m ,sultable villages only Conclusion-.-Our past experience

8 are started. and observation go a long way to con-

T eocW  Allowance:—Omteachers

it paid to them Ifterw arL  The T '  «  “ d forem°st. dut  ̂ °<
cher is selected from the In I. a f. to Pay their immediate attention
which a centre is opened , " T  ‘T  °£ the " ^ o u t,  -opened. whtch real progress is impossible. We
vrPt T T ‘re/ UPplitd:~ We llave got mUSt note that even most advanced
mer fZ  I 3nd publlsbed a special Pri- countries in Europe have also realized
When eglnners in Gurmukhi script 1 16 urgent necessity of making the
is given dU t finishes his Primer he ,maSSes llterate in order to achieve
literarv Var'°l]s other small books of aStlng and substantial progress of their
written i rp u n ^ 1,031 lnterest etc., natl0ns‘
mukhi script. ^  aEo^nfid '^ ^ , 1  Lltei'acy work among women calls
supply free an ■ Adnlr f°r greater attention as it would serve
which is a weekly organ^UPTiement’ 3S t5le real basis for tbe uPbft of the

ie con- ignorant millions and it has been ob-
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served also that women attain literacy vernment private institutions can work 
in a much shorter period than men only in a limited circle, 
and prove to be more intelligent, but PRITAM SlNGH,
it is simply regrettable to find that A . \ pryptnrv
less attention is paid to their cause. Slkh Adult Literacy Committee,
Without financial help from the Go- Amritsar

' literacy an® 30ult (Education in Q̂ psore
“There can be no finer use of the Literacy Council to see something of

leisure which our students enjoy than the very valuable work undertaken
the passing on in this manner of the under its guidance for the promotion
torch of learning to their less fortunate of literacy and adult education. It is
brethren. This will also give them a just a year since the Council which in­
valuable opportunity of learning a great eludes representatives of the University
dealJfoLthemselves and making con- Union, the Mysore Municipal Council
tacts with people outside their own and the Department of Education corn-
immediate circle. For this reason, I menced its activities. I am glad to
look upon the work of the Mysore know that, within the brief period
Literacy Council as twice blessed. If during which it has worked, substantial
it is a means of bringing education to results have already been achieved,
a large number of illiterate adults, I The fact that as many as 650 students
hope it will also be the means of bringing in Mysore City joined the summer
to our University students some know- classes this year is proof of the popular-
ledge of human nature and a realisa- ity these classes have already won
tion of the difficulties and obstacles for themselves. The further fact that,
that lie in the way of human progress. of 470 who took the literacy test, 450
It shoukhalso be the means of bringing were successful, is a tribute alike to the
about understanding, and even friend- enthusiasm of the students and to the
ship, between all classes and castes of quality of the teaching. I am also very
His Highness’s subjects.” glad to learn that apart from the

. main work in Mysore City, several
Rawmamapravma Mr. N. Madhava literacy classes both in Kannada and

Rau, Dewan ot Mysore declared as Urdu llave becn llc|d Channapatna,
above, in his speech on the occasion of Ye]amlur, Kalukunte and E M M
t e c e e r a l o n o  ary ay under and that instruction has also been given
the auspices of the Mysore Literacy under the Councils auspices in forty-
Council on 31st August 1941 The full three vi|lajes in the State. There are
text o t e speec is as o ovs. other organisations at work on this

“I am very glad it has been possible vast task of liquidation of illiteracy,
for me to be present at this important but I think they will agree to give to
meeting convened by the Mysore the work of the Mysore Literacy
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Council pride of place in the Statewide and will always use itheir influence to
ettort which is now being made to encourage all public bodies to take an
tack e the problem of illiteracy and active part in the campaign to spread 
adult education m Mysore.” literacy and adult education throughout

Post-Literacy Provision. State.
“I need hardly say that a true solu- U IS,’ perhaps’ of'special significance

tion of illiteracy is a very different , the greater Part of the work 
thing from the dissemination of a mere llthert0 d°no has been performed on
knowledge of the alphabet and of very ^  entirely v°luntary basis by Univer-
elementary reading and writing. Liter- sltY students There can be no finer
acy is not an end in itself but a means USe ° f tlle leisure which our students
to an end. It must be the means of enj°y than the passing on in this man­
opening out to the student at least ner of the torch of learning to their less
something of the great world to be fortunate brethren. This will also give
found in books and should enable him ^ieni a valuable opportunity of learn-
to take an intelligent interest in day- in  ̂ a Sreat deal for themselves and
to-day affairs described, perhaps more making contacts with people outside
prosaically, in-the newspapers. Literacy theii own immediate circle. For this
must teach the student not merely to lea:>on’ I look upon the work of the
load and write but to think new Mysore Literacy Council as twice bles-
thoughts in the new fields which the sec*' ^  it Za means of bringing educa-
nch world of books and papers unfolds tion to a ârSe number of illiterate

e ole Us ad- For this purpose the or- adluts' I hope it will also be the means
hanisation of education courses with °f Flinging to our University students
suitable books is an integral part of a SOme kn°wledge of human nature and
full literacy campaign. I am glad to a realisation of the difficulties and
see tia t you are fully alive to this need obstacles that lie in the way of human
and have planned the course with a pr(^ tess- It should also be the means
post-literacy stage and an Adult Educa- bringing about understanding, and
tion and Library stage so as to make evcp friendship, between all classes
sure that the tool of literacy is properly and castes of His Highness’s subjects

Z PZ  m“ L T rT i t o a ac y a n T e'H n ' '  b<= allowed to com-
education ate the £ £  Z "  “  »°U
work, and I can think of work. The proolem of educated un-
potent factors than these in the iZ Z l  emp]°yiPent which is becoming serious
of the foundations of intplliup  ̂ WOU d Fe âr less intractable if our
sl” p - I feel these aim, shonM studcnts would agree to continue as a
place in the activities of all local 3 career in the villages the work which
and welfare institutions I T ° 1G& fĉ ey Fave Fere so well begun. The
sure you that the G ovpi- a aS" pr’zes may not be glittering but, I am
you all the a ssistan t T - ™ 11 glVft sure’ the remuneration would in the

t iu i power long run be adequate, while the op-
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portunities for service as educational associated with your work through this
missionaries and social workers in the meeting held to-day. I wish the Mysore
countryside should make an appeal to Literacy Council godspeed in the great
some of those genuinely endowed with task to which it has set its hand and
the high ideals of a University. trust it will receive all the practical

It is because I feel that your aims sympathy and co-operation to which its
are so important that I am proud to be high purpose entitles it.”

£  v € fje  T B o m ii a p  p r e s i'O e ttc p .
[We are grateful to tne D.P.I., Bombay for the following information supplied by him. Ed.]

The scheme of liquidation of adult In consultation with this Board a
illiteracy was started by Government scheme for thg registration of adu[t
in the Province in 1937 with only 29 education workers and grants-in-aid to
C, ? T ,Ŵ  e ° exp£T dltUre °f literacy classes was put into operation,these 29 Adult Education classes was Under the scheme grants. in.aid to
born* b*government and during the adult education cIasses were paid at
year 1937-38 an expenditure of Rs. 7,500 the following rates:_
was incurred in connection with these
classes. In order to spread the move- (0 A basic grant of not more than
ment Government also appointed a ^ s- b per mensem plus a capitation
sub-Committee to work out a detailed grant at Rs. 2 per adult who satisfied
scheme. The Committee made certain the prescribed literacy test, or a grant
recommendations and drew up an °f Rs. 4 per adult satisfying the pre­
elaborate scheme involving expenditure scribed literacy test.
running into crores. This report could / o a  • „, , , F . («) An equipment grant not ex-not be accepted by Government in , • . r> An i d j, . _ ceeding Rs. 40 per class. By the endview of the prohibitive cost. Govern- r A/T , 1QQO ., , , n ̂ „ . . , of March, 1939, there were some 460ment, however, appointed a Provincial , , , . , .n ^  a t  u u j . ,. adulteducationclassesontheregister-Board for Adult Education inter alia— , onn , , , .ed list with 13,800 adults under ms-

(0 to submit, for the approval of Auction, while the total amount of
Government, a programme for the grant paid during that year was Rs.
spread of adult education in the Pro- 19,800

During 1939-40 the number of these 
(ii) to conduct propaganda for the classes rose to 2,300 and 13,200

removal of illiteracy and other forms adults were made literate. The total
of ignorance; amount of grant paid to these classes

ancj was Rs. 86,000 out of which about
Rs. 27,000 was paid by way of an equip- 

(m) to encourage and supervise the ment grant. The average cost per 
publication oi suitable literature for literate amounted roughly to Rs. 4-8. 
adult education. In view of the heavy cost the rate
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of giant was reduced, during the course Rs. 5,000 per district. Instructions have
of the year, on the recommendation of also been issued at the beginning of the
the Provincial Board of Adult Educa- year to Inspecting Officers to encour-
tion as undei. age, so far as pOSSible, the opening of
A.—In villages with schools: adult education classes in large villages

, , with a population of 1,000 or over as
r b T  grant n0t exceeding . wel1 as in small villages in which it is

possible to collect an adequate number
(b) Maintenance grant at annas 10 °f adults to form a class.

per adult taught reading with Post-Literacy Classes,
understanding. T . . , ,In connection with the post-literacy

. In villages without schools: work Government have made a pro-
(a) Equipment grant not exceeding visi™ °f Rs’ 60’000 for village libraries

Rs. 12. ln the current year’s budget. Under
/,, . the scheme of village libraries which

aintenance grant at Re. 1 per is under the consideration of Govern-
adult taught reading with mcnt it is proposed to open some 100
un erstan mg. libraries in villages in which there is no

This reduction caused a set back and library at present, in each of the 20
there was a fall in the number of districts in the Province, and pay to it
classes. At the end of 1939-40 nparhr a non"recurring grant of Rs. 30 for
I " ”  T V '  the disappeared b° ° ks' «“ •
attend0  ̂ *')er Cent tbe adults Bombay City.

mg the classes became literate. So far as the liquidation of adult
1940-41. illiteracy in Bombay City is concerned,

During the year 1940 41 l tbere 1S 3 separate Bombay City Adult
only 300 classes work' 4 e W6ie Education Committee. During the
grant of Rs. 2 700 & total year 1940-41 the Committee maintained
The whole scheme mp3' i° t^em' d.,140 literacy classes for adults in
reviewed with a view t S' tle ie ôre> Marathi, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
the programme for tl r  S6j lng bow Telegu and Tamil. These classes were
adult literacy could b qU*datlon of attended by over 21,000 adults (16,000
vigorously and it <' c-aille(- out more men and over 5 000 women). During 
rates of grants / S decided that the the year 17,610 adults appeared for
1938-39 should be tp t sanc(doned in literacy tests, while some 14,860 were
fr°m the year iq41S.S ed mlth effeCt declared to have become literate. The
year a provisi0n Qf p uring this total expenditure of the Committee
made in the blld Ks‘ 1 Iakh has been was Rs. 64, 840 out of which Govern-

at the rate roughly ment paid Rs. 46,000.
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C|je aoult (Education in tftc Bndore ^ta te
(Supplied by the Education Department)

The campaign of Adult Education As to the Rural Uplift Work, 9
was started in this Department in 1939. Rural Uplift Centres have been opened
The work was in the beginning carried in the district comprising 55 villages
on by Primary and Middle School Arrangements for starting libraries and 
teachers who, after school hours by day, . reading rooms have been made at these 
used to teach adults in the night, by places and classes for adults organized, 
holding night schools. But, from the The literate public has begun to
last year, i. e., 1940, the scheme popu- take interest in reading books and
larly known as “Each one teach one, newspapers, which are also read over
for adult education was also launched by Village Pracharaks to illiterate per- 
on His Highness’s Birthday i.e., on 26th sons at places.
February 1940 Under this scheme a Departmental efforts are being
general appeal was made to all the cm- supplemented by the Adult Literacy 
zens of the State to increase the number Association in Indore State and the
of literates by at least one literate Statg Harpan Uplift Organizations,
individual teaching one illiterate with- Therg is a close and keen co-operation
in a period of six months. The scheme amQng aU these agencies.
was received with enthusiasm. , . r . , .

The following are the figures of A regularly organized effort is being
results achieved last year, ending 30th made to compile suitable literature for
September 1940 and sustained efforts adults. A Primer has been written
t h i s  y e a r ,  f r o m  which-.t w i l l  be seen that under the directions o f  the Director,
it is progressing:- Sch° o1 Education.

, . 1940 1941 Rev. G. P Bryce of the IndorePledge forms of “ Each . . c t i t ^ u
one teach one” filled in. 3,033 4,256 Christian College, Mr. S. R. Dube,

No. of literates turned out. 1,053+928 (by M. A., LL. B., B. T., Head Master of the
teach1 one Teachers’ Training School and Mr. S. S.
system) 1,814 Varma Sahitya Ratna, M. A., B. T.,

AlSUlhooilalewe\us under Inspector of Schools, Northern Divi-
individual tuition ... 1,801 (Attend- sion, Indore, have been entrusted with

(under each the work of compiling well-graded
. one teach post-literacy literature for adults,

one scheme). 5,799
Subscription collected for Owing to financial difficulties most

thiB scheme ... Rs. 173-4-6 Informa- . . .  , . r , .. , ,tion awaited. 04 the work is confined to labour of
The examination of adults is being l°ve so far-

conducted by Circle Inspectors. They Proposals are being considered to
are examined in reading, writing and grant some nominal honorarium to the
arithmetic, thus measuring literacy workers on the basis of results achieved.
according to the definition published The campaign is gradually gaining
by this department in the State Gazette. strength.
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IBarotm 3tiult JLiteracp C am paign.
(Kindly Supplied by the Naib Vidyaadhibari.)

Adult literacy. Primary school teachers form the
The adult literacy campaign started major portion of the workers in these 

in May 1939 was continued. During classes. In spite of the repeated efforts 
the course of the year 569 adult classes by the officers of the department the
were conducted with 6,623 adults study- public response in the matter of
ing in them. Out of these 1,274 have organisation or finances of this scheme
been successful in attaining the literacy is very poor. The question of devising
standard fixed by the State, 1,731 adults wavs and means of extending increased
left the classes without completing the public co-operation in furthering the
course, and 3,618 are still attending campaign is under consideration at
the adult classes at the end of the year. present.

Work done till now.
rr , Literature for newly made literates.from the inception of the literacy

campaign till the end of July 1941, the The Question of preparing suitable
total number of classes conducted was literature for the newly made adult
1-795. In all 26,457 adult illiterates literates is also being examined and a
attended these classes and out of them committee is appointed to explore all
9,861 have been successful in attaining tdie P°ssibilities in this connection, and
the literacy standard fixed by the State submit a detailed scheme about the
Of the remaining 16,596 illiterate adults Preparation of such literature.
12,978 have left the class without reach-
Itilla  HteraCy standai'd and 3,618 are /
literacytendmS ^  classes to acQuire g  '"'WORK UNDER THE SIND GOVERNMENT.

Government grants. W ith the inauguration of the
Adult classesconducted in backward Day °" 1St May’ W39, 3 WaVe

areas or in areas of concentrated effort, °J ™ cpt over the wl'ole
are paidam onthlv rnntin,.,, - Province. All congregations—the Con-
of Rs. 2 to 4, and over m d^ gress’ the Aniumans’ the Maha Sabha
an yearly lump sum of Pe ^  and various Baders and moulvis joined
batch of 50 persons this matter. Officers of all
At other places thp len. ered ’derate. Departments, Education, Engineering,
“  be honotar. J  2 * "  T * ™ *  " T *  » * * •  etc., also responded
doing good work h ^  S °r Centres wonderfully. Many of the School Boards
Prizes ranging from e lgj ^ e for seemed to show willingness to place
Per annum. S to ^ s' their men and money at the disposal of

p , the Department for this purpose.
00r Public response. , .

Generally these H- ,, 1 here was so much enthusiasm
ed in the evening ' aSS.es aie conduct- among the. adults at most of the centres 

b 11 sc too! buildings. that one could not help wondering how
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adults as old as 50 years and some even Hardly had we worked through the
beyond that age could take so kindly to Abkalani season, when we were faced
education. It gave them immense with a very serious problem—the month
pleasure to find that they could read of Ramzan followed by Idd was ap-
their books, write to dictation from proaching. In spite of our best efforts
them and work examples in simple and our adapting the teaching periods
arithmetic. to local conditions in each district, our

T , , .  ̂  ̂ work suffered. On this account andIn order to make instruction interest- . . .■ „ j , ii • i j on account of commencing the working and real, a weekly paper entitled . °..T. >. i ■ . ii- , , j from the very start, it was consideredIlm was being published and a copy . ’
of it supplied free to each centre. It advisable to extend the period of the 
contained articles on Hygiene, Sanita- Campaign upto 31st December 1939. 
tion, Public Health Education, Agricul- We werg again Just entering an
ture and Morality, besides current im- intensive period of work after Iddi
portant news o t e v.or . when the terrible riots took place at

Soon, however, difficulties began to Sukkur which practically ruined the
crop up the cultivation season began Campaign in the Sukkur District and
and the Haris simply revolted at the idea gave a rude shock in all the Districts
of being more or less compelled to read specially in Upper Sind. Ladies’ cen-
at night when they were dead tired tres practically all closed down, 
after the day's hard work. The Brohis
in the Johi taluka created a serious There were critics, and very hard
situation which was managed .very critics, indeed, who were decrying the 
tactfully. But on account of the whole campaign and trying to ridicule
enthusiasm of the Government Inspect- the noble work done, without realizing 
mg Officers of the Department and the the tremendous odds against which we
Officers of the School Boards and the were working and without waiting to
kind co-operation of some of the see what results we achieved. To them,
Revenue Officers, work continued to the best answer is the actual work done
be done. Monetary difficulties also as shown above. Fortunately at the
began to be felt more and more, as in helm of affairs there was one who was
some districts, the Chairman, or even fired with enthusiasm for doing substan-
some officers of other Departments, tial work for the masses. The Honour-
slackened then efforts in this connec- able Pit Illahi Bakhsh rushed from place
tion. The public reponse for funds to place, district to district, covering
also did not materialize to the extent miles after miles at mid-day or mid-night,
it was expected, with the result that enthusing every worker and spreading
in most of the Municipalities and the contagion of work in all those who
in some Districts, the remuneration to came in touch with him. But for his
teachers could not be adequately paid. supreme efforts for the cause we would
This also damped the enthusiasm of not have been able to achieve these
many teachers, results.
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To make the work permanent, moving accounts. Of 29,995, 3881 (3,038 males + 
Cranes have been opened in all the 843 females) were Hindus and 26,114
istnets excepting Karachi district (24,880 males + 1,234 females) were

the same * “  Pr°P°Sed t0 introduce Muslims. This has remarkably raised
the percentage of literacy so far as the

Holding of examinations and results. Muslims are concerned.
Final tests of the adults in the work i C.ertificatf  were Ranted to those 

done by them commenced on 11th Wh° beCame lltCrate-
December, 1939. The officer in charge "P̂ le tota  ̂ cost of educating each
of the taluka, i.e., the Government adult iearner worked out at Rs. 5 only
nspccting officer or the Administrative and *"be cost to Government was As. 11

officer, examined 5% of the centres ordy- Tbis a very negligible amount
within the jurisdiction of each of his as compared with the cost of educating
supervisors while the rest were all a chdd in an approved Primary School
examined by the respective supervisors. viz., approximately Rs. 16 per annum
Practically the whole month of Decern- or Rs- 80 for five years required to
ber was allotted to examinations all over complete the course upto Primary Std.
oind, excepting Karachi city where the IV and to the cost of Government viz '
examination was conducted in the end about Rs- 6 per annum or Rs. 30 for
Of February, 1940. five years. The cost of educating a

t end of December ’39 there pupd *n a S t r i c t  Local Board or a
were 1,679 centres, with 60,159 pupils Municipal Local Authority School, is,
R764StTegm0afU H\nduS (6927 males+ °f C°UrS£ mUch hlgher‘ Thus consider- 
(49 415 niaip oko ■ Muslims ing the time and the money spent, the
the’ above 20 QQ? females>' Out of results achieved were satisfactory and
made literate who could"6^  50% W£te ^  d°Ubt bey°nd exPectations- 
and understand a^Httle^ of ^  WritC (Frow a Report °f the Secretary

omestic Central Literacy Committee, Sind).

a v/tHE nation̂ 1111 € ”3ucation M et Lands 
' NATIONAL COUNCO m s iru r  , n

Annual Mee« ,r  , "  AWLT SCH° ° L UN'° *
T, [We give below e .........? * Cbrd,gate> Leicester, June 14th-15th, 1941.

6 ’eP01t Which wil! 'read with admfratio  ̂ is^h"/? °f thf  N‘ A" S' U Council of England. The story 0f “on, is a challenge to us in India.—Ed.]

SDa t0lJ 311 to° brieflv—fnn8lS 'i™8/ dent of tbe Leicestershire Union, in a 
wer?' SoiDe 7° members gathe!*? °a deli^htful sPccch of welcome, reminded 
Leir m°St bosPitably enre l • 6t a”d 11S hearers that the first meeting of
b e r r r er— reUni°n officers l n T d ^  the National Council was held in the
ings’ 11 ineir h°mes as well as \  ™em~ Mayor’s Parlour at Leicester inDecem-
mgS a»d meals. H a * P ^ '  ber’ 1899’ and that hls bas Pro-

y bva tt’ Presi- vided three N. A. S. U. Presidents.
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Harry A. Lacon, J. P., was warmly culty and opportunity. Inevitable
thanked for a quite remarkable year of difficulties of travel, etc., had limited
service as President, with every engage- *-he work of the N. A. S. U., though a
ment fulfilled, and he expressed his number of committee meetings had
gratitude for the reception he had had been held and there was evidence be-
in many parts of the country. fore the Council of much work done

by a reduced staff. Admiration was 
T. Fred. Williams, as the new Pre- expressed for the work of the General

sidcnt, had begun his service at the Secretary and staff—work done in
beginning of Match and was not only London and under harassing conditions,
confiimed in office but was asked to Maintenance of publication of One and
keep in office for a two-year period— A// and the Handbook, with their
that seeming to be a wise course in standards well maintained, was some-
present circumstances. Happily he thing of which the Council might well
consented. His presidential address, feel proud To some extent respon-
created a deep impression and led to sibility for carrying on had been in-
animated discussion as well as to warm creasingly thrown on Unions and
thanks. Miss Joan M. G. Lloyd, of Schools, and the fine manner in which 
Birmingham, was unanimously elected many of them had risen to the OCCasion 
President-elect, with the fervent hope was repeatedly illustrated in the dis-
that when, in Match, 1943, she sue- cussion which followed Ernest Dodg-
ceeds to the Ptesidency, we may be in shun’s statement. The General Secre-
times of peace and reconstruction. tary’s “messages and bulletins,” sent

Sincere tributes were paid to the direct t0 Schools b? Post’ had been
memory and service of three who have greatl* appreciated. Reference was
died since the last meeting of the made to lecture schools’ non-residen-
Council: Mrs. Barrow Cadbury, D.B.E., tial schools’ work f°r refugees, lunch
Horace Fleming, M.A., and Sir Wal- clubs’ Mlss M' Chalmers work in the
ford Davies, each of whom have made Midlands, service at Rest Centres, etc.,
distinctive contributions to the welfare increased use of Guest Houses,
of our Movement. dramatic work and music, and to the

various Schools which have suffered by 
The Council was fortunate in being damage to their premises by “enemy

able to command, foi another year of action”; with even more sympathy to
service, its principal officers, and A. many members who have suffered in
f rank Ward, Chairman of the Council, life or home by similar catastrophe.
R. Crosfield Harris, Hon. Treasurer, Some at least of these matters must
Ernest Dodgshun, Hon. Secretary, and find reference in the letter which it
John H. Roason, C um man of the was agreed should be written and sent
Executive, were re-elected and cordial- to ad Schools.

Miss Alice Robson’s presentation of 
The Hon. Secretary’s annual report the report of the Handbook Compila-

was a verbal review of a year of diffi- tion Committee, with their outline of
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their scheme for a Handbook for 1942, discussion. There was a recommenda- 
provoked some animated discussion. tion that, instead of appointing fairly

It was excellent news that sales of large standing committees, small nucleus
the New Fellowship Song Book were committees should be created to meet
actually rather larger (21,619) during as often as might prove possible and
1940 than during the- previous year, desirable. But the democratic temper
incidentally with financial benefit to of tlie Council rose in revolt! It was
N. A. S. U. funds. F. J. Gillman decided to reappoint full membership
referred to the Song Book as “a price- t îe committees, giving them power
less heritage and a veritable testament to carry on with nucleus^committees if
of beauty," and following his tribute they found it: wel1 to do so-
to Sir Walford Davies it was agreed Correspondence Courses also had

^ ^tihstantm1 donation to the been maintained, though with fewer
0113 Una tlat 1S heing raised to entrants from prisons as well as from

w nTfem°rate then man and his great Adult School fo lk -as  was to be expect-
work for music in Britain. ed. I t is hoped to run sim.lar courses

Finance must always claim serious next winter. Three summer schools
attention on these occasions. It did ôr unemployed—one at Barnard Castle
when R. Crosfield Harris presented and two ’n the Rhondda—had been
the balance sheet and statement of very successful, but other summer
accounts for the last financial year— schools had had to be given up. The 
seemingly belated because the annual Committee’s new statement of the
meeting had had to be postponed for purpose of Adult Schools had been
iree months. Happily that year had very generally welcomed and adopted 

ended with a small
right side. The T reasu^d '^  ^  ^  Discussion on this report brought
tion to the approved drew1atten- out some valuable news about activities
a subscrip J „ Z ' t e d ™ d„Waereby • « *  Unio"s *»« Schools men-
nant” for a period o/seven years m°Ve" ta“ VlS ° f develoPin^ h«me and
that income-tax on that ' ^  nelghbour groups, one-day lecture
repaid to the society to w h n Z T l \ - \S SĈ U! mUsic festlvals’ a»s and crafts 
is made. Several rnemhe l ^ glft exhibitions, etc. But there was general 
to pay subscrTpril™”  r ' “,er m ' ei ^ r o f t  College bad had
basis. So the account- ,C O V e n a n t e d  to suspend its work “for the duration,”
were passed with a fi V ” estimates whilst the work of Hillcroft College

Chairman A Frank w T T  *  WaS reStriCted-would bp „■ J nk Ward' that it -pi -r
reserv t lsdom to build up such a the International Committee’s work
as would l? d~ 'if that could be done- COntinJues to an extent diat owes a
work after tLanCe Strong development great deal to the devotion of Lionel

the war. oproule, who could speak of pen-friend-
Just how best to carr- ships being made possible in relation

WOrk during the “ W  on comm,tree to a number of neutral and allied
c o a ive y countries, if at a much reduced rate.
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In fact, he said, the International Cor- Two New Schools.
respondent Bureau was “very much Coombe Cottage Schooli BATH> for
alive, working on in faith that it , j a 1. i , men and women, was opened on Aprilattracts young people and will have a - , ,  . , 10.. . . . . 1st and has a membership of lb. Meet-great contribution to make in coming , . „ , , ,  ~ ,. _ _. . , ings are being held on I uesdays atdays. Ernest Champness had some- a n ^  ~  ̂ ^. . .  . . , 8.0 p.m. at Coombe Cottage, Greenway
thing interesting to say about the way Lane> Bath The president is Mark
in which efforts to stimulate an n  c  j  j  „  A. . Rutherford and the secretary is Albert
indigenous Adult Education movement A Frankland, of Coombe' Cottage,
in India were proving fruitful in spite who wrkes that at the fim  meetmg
of war conditions, and the General ,v D • , A , ,n . . . . .  Mr. Payne, an experienced Adultsecretary spoke of letters from Adult c , , „ A - , . ,0 . , . L, _ . School man, gave a delightful mtroduc-bchools m 1 oronto, Canada, and Perth . , , , • . ,. 0 , . . ’ . ’ tion to both subject and Movement,and Sydney, in Australia, sending mess-
ages of sympathy and greeting to The Wmdm.ll Avenue School,
folk in Britain. KETTERING, opened with a meetmg

on May 4th, and has a membership of 
The General Secretary’s report was 33 wonen, with Mrs. A. Essam, of 4,

a summary of many activities. It had Althorpe Place, Kettering, as secretary,
so far proved a wise decison to carry . ..
on at 30; Bloomsbury Street, for no ne an
major damage had been done to the .
premises so far. |fc, ADULT EDUCATION IN RUSSIA AND

Proceedings of the whole week-end THE U. S. S. R.
were immensely encouraging, though An Outline of History and Tendencies—I. 
there was regret that Scotland, Ulster,
Cornwall, Essex and Suffolk, Hereford, G. FEOFILOV.
Lincolnshire, South Wales and Sussex Cultural development in Tsarist
were not represented. There was Russia was directly or indirectly depen-
evidenced strong determination to dent on the outcome of the long-drawn
maintain the work of the Movement as 0ut struggle between Russian pro-
a contribution to the spiritual and gressive society and the defenders of
educational needs of the nation in these absolute Monarchy. Normal collabora-
critical days, so that, in happier times, tion between the Tsarist rulers and the
it may be able to make an even larger representatives of the people was
contribution. practically impossible. Thus there was

Of the courage and generosity of very little time for peaceful cultural
our Leicestershire friends in entertain- work. Nevertheless, some acbieve-
ing the Council in days of rationing, ments in the field of cultural life were
travel difficulties and home limitations, remarkable, and they were entirely
no words can fully express thanks. due to the devotion and love with
They made a great conti ibution and *With acknowledgments to the World
vve are all profoundly grateful to them, Association of Adult Education, London.
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die!? , e « i « r ? n T UitmtrP  SOCialist Alexander Hertzen,
official view of H &A P6°P 6' ,T^e who was at that time a political emigre
people was verv nr T "  ° * * e m L°ndon’ Polished an open letter to
ly backward Ev T ' f h *  ^  lnCr,ed,lb'  *hc Tsar' Poising the Tsar’s great
ened RmU ,he most enllght> deeds, especially the abolition of serf-
an xt nt7 " ar I f S ” ere r‘WayS * - •  «» l« ter  he e x c i s e d ,
much pH ■ Pe° P 6 t0°  Galilean, Thou has conquered'” But

s  , 7 '  M „ r rch t d  L ru,crs did not ,w J ^to official morale,” L ,1 1 concession’ political liberty, and
-he R t l Z t d o x  a S T S I f S l  tht  S,rUS6k ” • A» cultural
the Minister of Church- r“ :1840 achievements in the “Epoch of Great
Uvarov, in his report to theT ’ C°U?  Reforms” were, so to speak, snatched
“If only I could pushRu«iT* u \  °Ut °f the -hands of the rulers and the
years from all these theories” (M ^  education of the people passed into the 

Hherty) “which ' T ±  —
their appearance, I would die quier • The filSt Step towards Adult Educa-
and happily, feeling that I had carried fr?° Was the decree of the 8th January,
out my duty well.” Count Uvarov providing for the opening of
died in great anxiety because the Sunday Schools for poor workers and
awakening of the people was apparent to paasants; According to this decree
a even at that time, and in the ’sixties ^  lnitlatlve for opening these schools
o the nineteenth century Russian rested with private individuals and
Progressive society was strong enoueh socletles’ who were to provide all the
j a onge the Nlonarchy openlv tn !!5Cessary dnancial and teaching means.
rdemand fen, the rulers t h e The Government allowed them to use
reconstruction of the whole of R, ■ government school buildings free of
demand .  I  d “ *- 1 “ ■»»* —  the schools
Gove" tte  coun t r y° h f  " 'aS f° tlK This con-
advised thl' T A‘eXander 11 reluctantly tr°l was entrusted to the care of the
some r TSat t0 glve the People !fCret P° lce aild tlie Priests of the
were greit TheSe concessions Church; representatives of the
darme t I 3 ,1I1SOmeinstances very hT  ’ 35 the deCree said’ “had to
seempd ^  hlstory of Russia it- Watch Carefully that nothing would be
new dire Z™ tUrning ln a completely t3Ught ln these schools which ran
Reforms- a 1’- , ' 'T he eP°ch of Gre« ch h ‘ d ^  ^  0 rth°d“
was called the reign of Alexander II £ h“rch and the pnnciple of morality.”
was felt ’, was on!y the beginning it , / ery sooneven some priestsdepart- 
Russia ’T.f the building of a ed from these regulations and helped
that even 1616 Were high hopes of t0 °rganize the schools as real cultural 
of the e?tram°ng the IntelUgenLa T * fUti°ns- 0n the 10th June 1862, all
Public,st, them a |e ft- A great Russian ^ “n td  SCh°°1S closed do* ”.

Pioneer of the Russian ° g dangerous anti-government cen-
ties. But unofficially many of these
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schools continued their activity without this cultural measure was the chief of 
interruption, being under the care and the Petersburg Police, who naively
protection of private individuals. As a thought that it would be an excellent
remarkable example of that kind I counter measure directed against
would like to mention the Sunday the voluntary cultural acitivity of
School in Kharkov which was founded the Russian Intelligentzia, who had
by a merchant’s wife, Mme Alchevsky. spontaneously started the same kind
It was a school for poor women. Mme of work. Furthermore, this zealous
Alchevsky gave to the school not only servant of the Tsar believed that a
the necessary material help but gathered legal cultural gathering could easily
round the school the best teachers and . disclose the unreliable elements both
educationists, and evoked such interest among the Intelligentzia and the
among the students that the school people themselves. The Government
survived all difficulties and existed accepted the view of the head of
without interruption up to the October the Petersburg Police and took all the
Revolution. The average number of necessary precautions. A special corn-
students was never less than a hundred mittee was set up for the supervision and
and there were eighty teachers on the control of the whole activity. This corn-
staff. The school started with an mittee consisted of representatives of
official programme, recommended by three Ministries; the Ministry of War,
the Government, which included pri- the Ministry of Home Affairs, the Minis-
mary education and some general sub- try of Education; in addition there was
jects, history, geography, and religion; a representative of the Department of
but in due course the programme was H. M. Office (the secret police depart-
changed widely according to the inter- ment) and representatives of the Peters-
ests of the students. The special care burg Police. In spite of all these precau-
of the teachers was to help the students tions an open contact between the
to read good books on various subjects. Intelligentzia and the people was
A large public library grew up at the established at once. Using legal
school, and the teaching staff prepared means, voluntary lecturers and educa-
and published a fundamental biblio- tionists threw themselves into this
graphical work. “What to Read,” which work with great enthusiasm. Free
was widely circulated among all adult societies for the help of this movement
schools. were set up immediately in many

The second step undertaken by the towns> and the best amongst Russian
Government of Alexander II towards society volunteered to help the move-
Adult Education was the organization ment. At the head of it was a com-
of systematic public readings and the mittee, the acting members of which
establishment of public reading rooms were: Leo Tolstoy, Pirogov, Ushinsky
accessible to poor people. These (famous pedagogues), and many univer-
measures were introduced a little later sity professors. All attempts of the
than Sunday Schools (1.871,-41. A Government to keep this movement
curious thing was that the initiator of within their original scheme failed, and

‘
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i x :  ior — a- d m «public lectures which became the R t r e m e n d o u s  respa.se from both
normal system of Adult Education in f h e S v ^ P u w f c  fee”  y°U”S " T
Russra. The popularization of science women as they we n 7 ”  °'t 
and knowledge among poor people was fnr 1 u called 6XISted
the aim which the Russian Intelligentzia period' ^  ^  thlS Sh°rt
put forward from the early days of p ' d 1 ardent that the
the Adult Education Movement ei nmenr was n°t able to suppress
Soon university professors came om S r  ^  and in 1872
(m many cases they were pushed out) p , ^  Unive™fcy ror Women in
b on. their academic walls and organized X X d  Th B “
free public lectures for all who had Wo , o Bfestuzhev C°nrse for
not the opportunity of getting svstem- u men’ attCr Professor Bestuzhev. In
atic education. The result of thic the ^me year a University for Women
was the creation of the so called r  ^  Was °Pened- called The
People s Universities, at which system r LULl ourse f°r Women (Professor
atic popular lectures were arranged Klev’ Kharkov> and
m all branches of science. The People’s  ̂ °n a!  a the otber University
Universities became real cultural cen- A theSe Universities for a
ties, providing systematic knowledge nnrt / p 6 eX1Sted entlre,y on the sup-
f , a11. adults- whatever their social r  Russian society: only in 1879 the
and political distinctions were. Among made the first financial
indu?tnM °f the StUdents one could find W n . r0ubles' Since 1880

vams, u n i v e ^ s i c S ^ S f ^  grantS hoTa the State budget*1 le8U'ar

sections ^°pmunity’ representing all . ** mi®ht be well to say a few words 
desire^or kn USS,'h u,1' ted W »  eager 7 ° ,“ ' ' J ' P *  reading rooms « ,  
o f X t  k nd T  e,dSe' Tt>e best ">°del W,S’fd ’he Government. Rus- 
the Peonl cultural institution was , a° S lkf to read ve'y much. Books 
known s University in Moscow, 7 ” . alwi'T  bee" SOOC' £riends
University < Sbanyavsky People’s w whatever their cultural level,
founder % W3S Called after the 1 hls eagerness for reading one can
till the OrfT VSky)' lt survived up explain not only by a natural human
Bolsheviks Revoluti°n, and the deSUe f01T kn°wledge, but by political 
Purposes v ed .^S exPerience for their Under any dictatorial regime

The i y Wldely- People cannot stop thinking freely,
PtofessoiVs°evokarJ  W°rk of university Alonp00^ ” 6^  S?rt °f Cukural refu8e-
tant cultural ^  anofcher very impor- f  ,Wltha book a man or woman
Education for ^  Vement. University ™ T *  ^  th°UgbtS and fee1'  or Women. It beuan ngSl T meet this natural desire Rus-

as sian society did as much as could be
m  i
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done. Isolated Government reading said and spoken about cultural life in
rooms were soon done away with or modern Russia, and the evidence is
just stood empty; instead the organiza- very often so contradictory that it is
tion of public libraries was started, impossible to have a clear idea of what
together with reading rooms at libra- educational system h„s been established
rie°s. These means of education be- and what has really been achieved,
came effective much later than any The revolution in Russia is still going
other; they depended on many other on, and almost every day brings some
measures connected with the system important change. Recently the Govern-
of general education, which was once ment issued an order establishing a
again discussed and worked out at the compulsory entrance examination for
beginning of the twentieth century; all high schools (universities and
but political events again prevented technical schools). If we compare this
normal development. decision with what was said by the

Thus all that was done for Adult same Government a few years ago we
Education under the Tsarist regime find a striking contradiction on general
had only a preparatory character, views of education. In the early days
making of Adult Education a national of the Revolution the system of corn-
problem, which could be satisfactorily pulsory examinations was treated as
solved only when the Government was bourgeois and reactionary; now it is the
really representative of the people, last word in revolutionary experiment,
when the free will of the people could Another example: until 1935 all
dictate the programme and methods humanitarian subjects, like history and
of education, when the Government philosophy, were regarded as unneces-
was ready to serve the interests of the sary ballast for university students,
people. Since 1935 tbe study of history, philo-

SOVIET RUSSIA. sophy and law has been treated as the
It is extremely difficult to give a most essential part of education; and

definite account of any cultural achieve- the first historical text-book for second­
ment in Soviet Russia. The difficulty ary schools was prepared under the
lies not in the lack of appropriate facts, supervision of the Government and
documents and materials; on the cont- published only four years ago.
rary, one might say that too much is (To be continued.)

(torn far an® j^ear
WORK OF THE IN D IA N  ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

On the invitation of the Indian ity as organising Secretary of the
Adult Education Association, Mr. P. M. Association from the 1st October, 1941,
Gopalakrishnan, Secretary of the Y. M. for three months. The Y.M.C.A. has
C.A., Pudukottai (State) who has been been pleased to release him for this
also an Associate Secretary of the work. Mr. Gopalakrishnan toured
I.A.E.A., has assumed full responsibil- round in parts of Tanjore, Trichino-
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news from far and  ear 27

poly, Madura, Ramnad, Salem, North primary object of training Supervisors 
Arcot and South Arcot Districts making and Organizers in Adult Literacy
a rapid survey of the Adult Education work. Partly owing to the limitation
activities. During his tours he inter- in available accommodation and partly
viewed a few of the District Educa- to avoid the classes becoming unwieldy
tional Officers, Deputy Inspectors and the number of seats announced was
u Assistant Inspectresses of Schools, only 25. There were, however, nearly

Secretaries and members of District 50 applicants. With some difficulty
oar Commissioners of Municipal- we made room for 32. 6 of these were

lties, istrict Panchayat Officers, Sec- deputed by the Rural Development
retaries and Office-bearers of various Department of the Bihar Government,
ser 3 se| vlce organisations. He ob- and the remaining 26 were representa-
to tl I C lat t A6 Communique related tives of various Churches and Missions
Gover ^  ^  -<̂ t Education of the in the province. It may be noted that
gress a n T r  °* ^ aĉ ras’ the slow pro- a little over half the students were
lack of reIS<"OUlâ n® resuhs and the from Chotanagpur. This area being
whose betterm^nr ^  the people for inhabited by aboriginal peoples con-
working were a f e w  nf e. , m ° Vement  is stitutes a fertile field for work of this
led influential I I £ CaUSes tbat nature. In making the selections it
non-offcial) to l eJC eiS ^ ^ c ia l ar*d was recognized that the younger appli-
actively w tl ° , L le uctant to associate cants should have preference over the
this tour 1 1 1 j j ^leat cause- During older ones, other things being equal,
meetings ^  p j lessei  ̂ a number of There were two women students,
bringing h ^  ucational Institutions The course was intensive in charac-
the need £°mC|t0 tbe minds of students ter with four hours of work every
jn °r tbe*r active participation day. The programme centred in the
dents V°n andtelling them of what stu- following subjects: Psychology of
dnino \xr °m"ay’ BenSal and Bihar are Adults. Rapid Methods of Teaching
of the Ores °Pe t0 PVbIishafuller report Adults, Organisation of Literacy work,
others as S mSing - CfT y 38 wel1 as Post Literacy Literature, and Demons-
fere r ]eŜ n ê ^1e third Con- tration Classes. With a view to en- 
Assoriat° 161 11 , Ian Adult Education abling the illiterates to realize the far-
27th and p s ir  f1C, . 1S Com*nS °L on the reaching effects of literacy in the

1 o t is month at Bombay."' village, Adult Literacy was closely
✓ y  -----  linked up, in the curriculum of the

ADULT EDUCATION CO U RSE IN course, with rural life as a whole by
RANCH I, B IH A R . the inclusion of subsidiary subjects sucb

(Co n v en er . B.CC. “  .®Utal De'? loupmf , t - Co-operation,
^ t^ T S T R A C Y  COMMrtEE) L“ oblems 8 8nC

from September''?? ,helcl as plannecl’ g o v e r n m e n t  c o -o p e r a t io n ,
*Now Postfjon a---- ---- ---------------- L is a matter of great satisfaction

to Easter, 1942. to us that the Government of Bihar



rendered us all the help that was asked every day! For another course it is
of them. While a contribution of hoped that these and other defects
Rs. 100 from the National Christian could be remedied.
Council and an equal share from the c, , , One of the finest results of theBihar Christian Council helped to .  ̂ _ . , ,, , . . . . .  course was that the trainees resolvedassist those selected for the training, , , , , £ . , ,, . . , ,, after a good deal of thought and dis-
the Bihar Government provided all .  ̂ ,. , , . r , cussion, to constitute themselves into
except one of the members of the n , , T7 ,, T ^ „
, . „  r. • C 1 -1 D D Ayr 1 •• a Rural Welfare League, accepting alecturing staff. Rai Sahib B.B. Mukerji, , A , . . .0 6 . , _ . , , . . T . pledge on rural service. They have
Secretary of the Provincial Mass Liter- i . i „ • , , -.i_ , agreed to keep m touch with one an-acy Committee, The Director of Edu- Qther and repcrt progresg tQ our
cation and the head of the Rural Committee. Such ramificatlons of the
Development Department co-operated programme however necessary will
1̂ cUtrl wltl t eiltlie progiamnm. involve heavy work for the Committee. 
Miss Ure, the only other member of the
staff, representing the National Chris- It is also proposed to bring out the
tian Council, took a series of addresses summaries of the lectures together
linking up Adult Literacy with Chris- with useful information concerning
tian aims. literature, Government aid to literacy

Two seminars one on Problems in centres and allied matters in the form
Literacy work and the other on plans of a handbook on Adult Literacy in
for the future were particularly valu- Hindi, 
able. In fact it has raised some new ____
problems especially by opening up GWALIOR STATE
wider horizons of life. It must be '
admitted that a major problem in “There are 24 night schools with
adult literacy work, that of arousing 488 students on roll and 22 libraries
the interest and securing the co-opera- (aided and departmental) in the State,
tion of the ordinary villager in this These night schools and libraries are
stupendous task, has been left some- doing a good deal to liquidate illiteracy
what unsolved. It is, of course, largely and to help the education of adults,
a question of practical experience, on The night schools teach Hindi, Arith-
which mere theorising does not tell. metic and allied subjects.
Though Demonstiation Classes of A, D Ann . ,.... i , , , ,  , About Rs. 4UU are spent on nightilliterate adults were held every day, , , , x j b, ,  , , , schools by way of aid.practice work by the students them­
selves either inside or outside the class Out of the 22 libraries in the State,
was deliberately omitted for the simple the Central Library is entirely financed
reason that the obstacles in the way by the Government. The Department
seemed insuperable at the time. In- spends Rs. 6,338/15/- on the Central
deed, the Demonstration classes were Library and liberal allowances are
only possible by employing coolies and given to other libraries by way of aid.
releasing them for that class period These libraries provide a good many
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books, periodicals, newspapers, and Instruction is imparted by Government
aduks 16adabIe matter suitable for school teachers who are paid an al-

1 lowance for the extra duty. The books
The night schools are generally held and otber educational apparatus are

at night for two hours and a half. The supplied to students free. At present
teachers are mostly part-time and work there is no age restriction for admitting
in the day schools. They are paid students to the said literacy classes.”
allowances for this extra work.”

-------  BOMBAY BOARD RECONSTITUTED.
ORISSA. The Government of Bombay have

In reply to a query, the D P I directed that the Provincial Board for
Orissa, Cuttack, states:— ’ Adult Education should be reconstitut-

1. “......owin(5 ed with effect from October 1st as fol-
equate voluntary efforts ^  l0WS: Chairman: Mr- S- R- Bhagwat,
work of this province j Sadashiv Peth, Poona; Members: Mr.
the district of Koraput and the^A ^  Jugatram Dave, Valod, Surat; Mr. J. P.
sub-division of the distrirt r  ^  Naik’ Dharwar; Prof. R. Choksi, Wilson
The work was conducted under nffiM College’ Bombay: Mrs. Umabai Kunda-
supervision. The exnendit ® 3 pur’ Hubli; Mr‘ V- V- Sathaye, Poona;
campaign during the year 1940 a? ^  Mt' Bhaurao P‘ Patl1’ Satara; Sardar
Rs- 1-226. The t o t a l n l  Iansingh Bhasaheb’ Thakor of Kerwada,
tmder instruction Was ? So° &du ^  Khan Bahadur Muhammad Hidayetulla,
which 428 were m adllL raff9’ ^  P°°na; Ra° Bahadur P- G. Halkatti.

2 •t’i L Bijaipur; three representatives of district
Dr La i1<2 f , ltS and readers based on rura! development boards, one from 
in t-hp U aC1S meth°d were followed each division, to be elected by the com- 

mpaign. missioners of divisions from amongst
-------  the nominated or elected non-official

B H O P A L . members of the boards; Miss Amy
T, T ' B. H. J. Rustomji, Inspectress of Girls’

tary AVn' charge Director and Secre- Schools, Bombay; and Mr. V. D. Ghate, 
ucation Department, writes:— Educational Inspector, Central Division,

last lR16 Bhopal Government during the Poona-
acv ?lonths started four adult liter- Tbe Chairman and members of the
Urdu^an °°^S ^  BboPal town_two Board will hold office for three years.
one of the f nd aids a dftb Government have also directed that
literacy impart^ 1  ,Thc “  *UtUre a11 persons and institutions
°f the Lower p,m f 16 ^  Schools ,s Wlshing to open adult education classes
Schools meet in t l w ^  Standard- Tbe should communicate with the Deputy
buildings at night °vemment school Educational Inspectors of the district 

or two periods, concerned for the registration of work-

NEW S FROM FAR AND NEAR



ers and classes and for grant-in-aid The Training Course consists of two
from Government. parts:—(a) Fundamental principles of

The district rural development the atf n of, adults and (b) special 
boards have been requested to carry on
propaganda in the districts for the The Word Unit Method of Teaching:
spread of adult education and, if neces- In building the method of teaching be-
sary, to appoint, sub-committees in ginners, a word has been taken as a
order to arouse special interest in adult unit of language. A familiar and con- 
education. venient story or an incident is selected

and a word representing the central 
idea in the story or the incident forms 

B O M B A Y  CITY ADULT EDUCATION the basis of a lesson on each occasion
COMMITTEE and in the course of the lesson, differ-

. , ent words are framed by the method
(The Special Literacy Officer has supplied r . , i • • i • i... of perm utation and combination whichus with the following information. Ed.) K .form the mile-stones in the selected
A Scheme of jhort T raining Courses, story. At the recapitulation stage, the
The men and women who are serv- different links of the story help the

ing in the Literacy Campaign both as pupils to recognise the words and the
teachers and Supervisors have neither latter help them to lemembei the
training nor experience in teaching former. Free use of pictures and
adults and as a result of this lack, it charts is made and the lesson is con-
has been observed that considerable ducted with free discussion with the
time and energy of the .teachers and pupils.
the taught is wasted. Instruction is A Time-table as to how the whole
generally imparted as if the methods of period of one hour is to be utilized is
teaching adopted for children can be prepared and contains (0 a short
wholly transferred to adults. They are, prayer 5" (it) Revision 10'' (Hi) News
therefore unnecessarily taken through 5" (iv) New lesson 25" (v) recreation
the details of learning the alphabet and 1C" and (vi) Roll Call, conversation,
the writing process without due consi- silent prayer, etc. 5".
deration for the conditions under —, ~ „ i , ,, . , , , , , , Three Training classes have been sowhich the adults come to the class. , , , ,  , „c r i • , , , far held and some more will followSome of the essentials are often lost , , . . . ,
sight of by the teacher. This increases dur'n« tlle rema,n,n8 P°rn°n ° f ^
the chances of the new adult literates yeal‘
relapsing into illiteracy. With a view
to avoiding this waste and to create a ALLAHABAD, UNITED PROVINCES,
yearning in the minds of adults to keep Provincial Conference to be held
up their reading by adopting proper The Allahabad District Adult Edu-
methods, the committee decided to cation Committee decided, at the sug- 
train teachers and supervisors in a gestion of its Chairman, Mr. Sangamlal, 
short term course of training. Advocate, to convene a Provincial
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Conference of the District Adult Edu- The days that followed had an order,
cation Committees in Allahabad on the a schedule and it was a full one. Each
occasion of the coming Kumbh Fair. day began with a time of prayer.

Suggesting the holding of the Con- Then followed classes from 8'30 until 
ference, Mr. Sangamlal remarked that ^  ° cl°ck- These classes were on 
such a Conference could clearly define various subjects—The Psychology of
the aim, which the Government and the Adult, a Study of Various Methods
the public should have in the matter of Teaching Reading, Motivation, the
adult education and draw a programme Problem of How to Organize, and special 
for securing universal adult education classes and demonstrations in the Hindi 
within a fixed time. and Urdu methods. After an 11 o’clock

TRAINING INSTITUTE, GHAZIABAD. U P
The first, and, we hope, not the last, about l i  miles away to do their practise 

laming Institute for Workers engaged teaching. The reception in this village
Adult Literacy was.held in Ghazia- was a11 t0° typical, being an indifferent

T ’ . °Tu Septe“ ber 22nd to 26th. one! However, as always, there were
and 4V  i ^  Agates were present circumstances to account for it—har-

^  ClSf It was a very represen- vest season and road work going on.
Missiof h V 01’ Wkh 2 excePtions, all lt only served to point out how the
U P r  r °  Ies connected with the times of the villagers must be suited
ranhi 1 Sent delegates- The geog- and their confidence won.
c a m e ^ ro m ts T  g°°d’ ^  S°me i *' an°ther claSS’ again on various 
Fyzabad Lucknn MirzaPur- SUch as Literature, Reading
er Ghaziabad * ^  then from near" ^  Uf a f tC" Games and ft was dinner 

Tl f  Atter dinner- at 8 p. m. the
dinner on IT meetmg was held after other half of the group, under the
all ° h® £Vening of the 22nd and supervision of the other 2 leaders
time eachlnt T *  a*?** ' At that Went ^  another village 1* miles away’5  introduced himself (or her- to£ teach- This village, too, was typical
couL of M gt0UP and gaV£ 3 bnef ac'  thG uenthusiasm there can be aroused otmt of Mission represented and place °nce the PeoPle gat converted to the

orn which he came. Then Miss ldea of wading. More people wanted
settf p ; the eaderof the conference, t0, read fhan couId be handled with
speech 0nf of the whole Institute in her ™hat llghf ng and seating facilities
annr ?n , Why Adult Literacy?” She there Were! They begged each night
HiPt ° t ? edLtheSubjectfrom two angles. Sch° o1 to be opened in their midst,
adv ' be*ng °f India, we desire the When We Ieft GhaHabad, the Paces 

ancement and betterment of India Wete considering ways and means of
ians 'eryw,ay’.and second, being Christ- accf dlng to their request. It should be
shipping Gin'6 lt0 866 a Hterate- wor- !?ld here that a11. the deIegates took
India ’ C1 Vltally at work in t r practice teaching responsibilities 
ndla- V01k 111 seriously and, heat of mid-day or tired­

ness of night notwithstanding, there
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was no murmuring nor being absent. in Kannada on topics of Scientific and
Because of this faithfulness to their general interest.
duty, all showed good improvement in Among the chief activities of the
their teaching facility. Parishat may be mentioned the organ-

The last afternoon was devoted to izing of lectures in Kannada on subjects
pooling experiences and laying plans of popular, literary or scientific interest,
for the future. The need for enthus- holding of literary festivals to stimulate
iasm to be kept up was expressed and interest in Kannada literature and
a Fellowship of Workers in Adult culture among the masses, arranging
Literacy was formed. The fees for this for P°etl'y reading and literary classes,
are one letter a month to Miss D. L. staging popular dramas for providing
Dragon (Kasganj), telling of advance recreation as well as instruction among
in the work, of difficulties, of new ^ie y°ung and tde arranging for
books, methods or devices. These, or the publication of classical works as
excerpts from them, are to be duplicat- wed as popular booklets on the model
ed and sent on to all members of the of “Books for the Bairns” and installing
Fellowship. All in all, everyone pre- Libraries and Reading-rooms for creat-
sent voted it a good Institute and left in£ a taste for readin§ among the popu-
with firm resolves to put into imme- lace.
diate practice uffiat they had learned. Parishat has, to piomote the

work in Adult Education, devised a 
(Reported) scheme of examinations in three grades

_____ to be conducted under its direction in
if a mm mu  C4U1TVA dadicuat um  all parts of the Kannada country. The
KANNADA &AHII YA FArclsHAT AND first of these examinations relates to the

ADULT EDUCATION. testing of an elementary knowledge of
(BY Mr. D. C. SUBBARAYAPPA, the three R’s., the second to the

testing of higher grade of learning in 
B.A., B.L., H o n . SECRETARY.) Kannada language as well as the history

The Kannada Sahitya Parishat is, as and culture of the Karnataka and the
its name implies, a literary academy for third to a still higher grade of learning
Kannada which is the language spoken in the same subjects. The Parishat has
by about 130 lakhs of people in the also Been instrumental in getting im-
Karnataka country. It was established proved methods in adult literacy devised
in 1915, with headquarters at Bangalore, and put into practice with the aid of
with the main object of promoting the teachers specially trained for the
cultural advancement of the Kannada purpose and also in getting a Primer
people by giving encouragement to the prepared for use by the people engaged
publication of books and journals relat- *n adldt literacy work,
ing to various branches of learning, “*
such as, literary, scientific, historical, THE INDORE ADULT EDUCATION
philosophical and so on and providing ASSOCIATION, INDORE,
for the spread of education among the An effort towards liquidating adult
masses by arranging for popular lectures literacy was first initiated in 1938 by
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Indore^Severa 1 ^ E 01 E,ducf tion in The Indore branch of the All-India
started , , 5  }  mgb schools were Women’s Conference also is making
Mr S R DubedeHr tdAAta direCtlon' some efforts in this direction,mr. i>. K. Dube, Head Master of the ~
Vernacular Middle School was in 1 here is great need of a central co­
charge of the work, and specialized in °rdlnating agency, and this the Indore
adult literacy work. This work was Adu 1 Literacy Association, which has
also taken up by some teachers and now changed its name to the Indore
students of the Holkar College and the Adu * Education Association, is trying
Christian College. The visit of Dr. t0 suppIy’
toaV ; h 'n Apnl 1939 Save an impetus Another important development is
that a Immediately after the proposal of the Government to
amnncj f- wPa’gn f°r spreading literacy start literacy classes in villages in
Hand™ S .T S ®  initiiated by the connection with the rural uplift work
of i t  «  „ S^ gh Wlth thp suPPort . arrangements for which are being

the Holkar Government. A two i made,
month’s campaign during the summer T„, „
vacation was conducted by the Secre- JWALA PRASAD SlNGHAL,

J f J ’ R- K' Yardey’ °ver a Hony. Secretary.
housand Harijans were made literate

and several night Schools were founded, -------

coTbe „gWmethfrcS the' T  ™ E S° U™ ' NWAN ADULT LOCATION
a s s o c i a t i o n

AdulM5 the foundation of the Indore Madras-
P te s id e n ts h b o f^ T r^ Q 1111'1"  tbe m S°me resolutions of the Meeting of
with Musahib i and hS Exacutlve Committee that was held
Rashid thê  Home M in 'radUr M' U ^  Guest8’ House’” * e  AnnamalaiPatron. Minister, as the University Buildings, Annamalainagar

Chidambaram on Tuesday the 30th 
the new Director of School Educa- September, 1941:—

“Each On^T^ Moudgil initiated an That, with regard to the recent
26th Fphn eaC i o m£ campaigri on Communique of the Government of
night "h ,ryV 194°- A ^m ber of Madras, a deputation be sent to the
“Moffmil” 8 haVP been started in Adviser-in-Charge of Education with 
camnaifsn 3S a result of this a view to £et a clarification of the
TV t V  , ,C a new pnmer combining recent Government Communique re-
tec’hnr  aChS method witb the U. P. garding Adult Education m the Pro-
Mnnrfrt'p6 was produced under Pandit vince, and the following members form
in this^campaign1100' 3nd ^ being USed ^  Pei'SOnnel of the dePutationr

The J- R- P* Roche-Victoria,
some wofk h a T T  * Spreadin® and M'L'A” Tuticorin’
Ualy College and the Malh^ 1” lb<? Mr- P‘ M' Gopalakrishnan,toe Malharashrama. Pudukottah State,
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(3) Mr. G. Harisarvottama Rao, (a) be approved, and
M.A., Madras, (b) that it be definitely understood

(4) Dewan Bahadur C. S. Ratnasa- that no financial implication whatso-
bapathi Mudaliar, Coimbatore, and ever involved on behalf of the Asso­

ciation.
(5) Rev. Fr. S. Thomas, Mylapore. c . , T T n r.' ’ . Signed: J. L. P. ROCHE-VICTORIA,
That the following members be Chairman of the Executive.

deputed to represent this Association Tuticorin
at the Third Conference of the Indian ^  qc] X ^ 1941.
Adult Education Association to be 
held at Bombay.

MADRAS CORPORATION COMMISSIONER
(1) Dr. B.V Narayanaswami Naidu, EXPLAINS SCHEME

M.A., B.Com., Ph D., (President), Madras, Nov. 2.
(2) Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria, Under the auspices of the South

M.L.A., (Chairman of the Executive), Indian Adult Education Association,
(3) Mr. P. M. Gopalakrishnan, the “Roche-Victoria Free Reading

(Member of the Executive), Room,” was inaugurated by Mr. O.
(4) Mr. T. J. R. Gopal, (General Pulla Reddi- Commissioner, Corpora-

QprrPtnrv) and tlon of Madras’ last evening, at the
Home School, Lloyds Road, Roya-

any other person who may be will- pettah, Sir Mahomed Usman, Vice-
ing to go at his or her own expenses to Chancellor, presided.
represent the Association at the Con- T „ .• ,i ,•• , Inaugurating the reading room, Mr.

Pulla Reddi indicated the steps taken
That the letter from the Honorary by the Madras Corporation to further

General Secretary, Indian Adult Edu- adult education. While last year, they
cation Association, Bombay, dated 20th spent Rs. 2,000 this year a sum of Rs.
September, 1941 reporting on the 10,000 had been set apart and a scheme
action of the Executive Committee to utilize it was before the Standing
with reference to Resolution No. XVIII Committees concerned
of the Third Annual Conference of the Stating that the Corporation of
Sout i ndian Adult Education Associa- Madras was going ahead with a scheme,
tion held at Coimbatore, that the which would ultimately provide one or
S. 1. A. E. A. has been duly affiliated to two reading rooms for each division
* e  I- A. E. A. Mr. Pulla Reddi said that he could not

(a) be recorded, and agree with the view that those reading
(b) that the affiliation fee of Rs 15 r°0rilS “h°uld p® ,COnverted into read-

(Rupees fifteen only) be sent to the mg centres- Reading rooms and read-
I A. E. A., Bombay. ing ce" tre? shoidd be complementary

to each other. 1 he former catered to 
That the conducting of the Indian one type of people and the latter to

Workers’ Sports at Coimbatore and another. He felt that reading centres
other places should be run by social workers.
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After pointing out the need for keep- requiring licences for running adult 
ing the adult education centres above education classes, 
party politics, Mr. Pulla Reddi con­
cluded by wishing the institution all Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Vktoria observed
success. that the interest in adult education

on the part of the members of the
Dewan Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami Senate of the Madras University was 

Sastri pointed out that universal pri- growing, 
mary education should be supplemented
by adult education to make democracy Mahomed Usman thanked Mi.
safe for India and said that in the Roche-Victoria for extending his field
matter of adult education the Govern- of g£ner°sity to Madras and compli­
ment should take a leading part. The mented Mr. Pulla Reddi on the interest
Universities should also ° make their evinced by him in the expansion of edu-
own contribution. He urged the cation in the city.
Government to withdraw their order —The Hindu.

/  15ook Eeuieto Section.
T/ie Future in Education, by Sir produce an educated nation, analysing

blem^ Livingstone. (Current Pro- some of the causes for that failure, and
PitsT 3IF)^8’ University making most interesting suggestions

for the future. The picture is presented
L We reproduce below a review of this with unfailing clarity and force. 

book from “One and A ll" In these
d^ s  when it takes long for books to reach 7  ,  T ' T  u *its in India aft*,- tu i i W , with adult education, for the author
it seems advisable that eeno)dered, claims that a formal education which
Set the b f n 2 Z  tt t0Ur rea* rs si?M  «14. (as for 70% of the children
this review, it will hP ê,vieiv' dsven from Qf tjie nation it does), is not an educa-
which raises important fcT f iat ljie tion, and that “the chief uses of our
of an English A dult PV? ^  present elementary system are to enable
will not fail to suggest UC°tl°n ^ 0> e’j  a minority to proceed to further
action for India Ed ] ^  ^  ines education, and the rest to read the

■ , cheap press.” Moreover the case is
have read f ^  m°St simulating book I not met by raising the school-leaving
which I*1 01 a t*me> and °ne age to 15 or even 16, nor by increasing
when !'S ,Pamcularly welcome now, the number of those proceeding to
so m ’ T/lt 1 our ra'nds full of the war, secondary schools or universities. For
short*̂ t  ̂ ann*,n® must of necessity be the root of the matter, as he sees it,
nature ant s° muc^ acti°n in the lies in the need of the people as a whole
hookSi^R11̂  j  t ■ ,̂ n t0° short a for what he calls the ‘cross-fertilisation

r lClat Livingstone examines, of theory and experience’ in education,
ing^th1 6 r atl°n 3S a Ŵ °L' suggest- which can only occur when the student

rat it has so far entirely failed to has also become a citizen, in whom the
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living of life has paved the way for a because there is not the idealism or
proper understanding and appreciation the inspiration to move it.” And for
of history, literature and politics— what does education exist if not for
subjects which are inevitably beyond the creation and development of that
the range of experience of the school driving power?
child, he holds. Could we develop in England the

Present-day efforts in the field of equivalent of the Danish People’s High
adult education, valiant and valuable Schools? If they are unsuit.ed to a
though they are, barely touch the fringe largely industrialized country, what
of the problem in this country. For alternative forms of adult education
they must of necessity, according to could for us perform their function ?
him, appeal to the  ̂ intelligentsia j suggest that as many of us as can
among the masses, and a liberal estimate do so get hold of this book, read and
gives 500,000 adults at the very most as ponder over it, and then discuss, in
the total influenced in any direct way large groups or small these and all the
be any kind of organized educational other questions which it raises. For
activity.’ What is needed, then, is an this, as Sir Richard says, is an urgent
extension of education, which, seeming problem if our civilization is not to
desirable as well as good in itself, shall perish and one in which the next step
appeal to every kind of human being, may be nearer than we imagine. We
so that we build up in England a have our primary and post-primary
society where each individual within education; next will come the long-
the measure of his powers can make  ̂ overdue compulsory part-time educa- 
the most of body, character and mind. tion for all —and that reform immedi-

How is this to come about? Sir ately forces into view the whole
Richard is ready with suggestions, and question of adult education. What
among them there is one most interest- shape do we wish it to make ? 
ing chapter on the Danish attempt to M. BARBARA BARKER,
meet the problem, in the People’s High ____

to i h o T  wt a“ dild'  tile ADULT UTER5 0Yr S UAL F0R ™ DI
Handbook lessons on Grundtvig and
Kold. This Danish national education The Hindi title of this book is
has three characteristics which seem “Siyanon ko Shiksha Dene ke Liye
to the author to contain the secrets of Sahayak Pustak.” It was prepared
success: it is given to adults, it is under the leadership of the convener
residential, and it is essentially a of the M. I. R. C. C. Committee on
spiritual force. It is in the develop- Adult Literacy. This book fills a long
ment of this last characteristic that he felt need. It has chapters on the vari-
suggests the Danes avoided the great ous problems to be met in teach-
defects cf our civilization; lack of aim ing adults to read. At the end is a
and driving power. ; The world is full of good list of books suitable for use in
admirable machinery, from the League teaching adults and for their reading,
of Nations downwards, which is useless It is a book of 36 large pages. Because
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of a grant from the Indian Literature where males between the ages of 12 
Fund, it sells for the very small price and 45 will be taught reading and writ-
ot one anna a copy. (Postage extra, ing. There wiil be no age limit for
nine pies on one copy and proportion- women, 
ately less when several copies are sent
together.) Please order from THE 1 he heads °1 the various Govern-
MISSION PRESS, Jubbulpore, C. P ent dePartments have been asked to

direct their illiterate inferior staff to 
take advantage of the literacy drive 

ADULT EDUCATION. and attend schools. The Director of

(A Monthly Hews Letter being the Organ f o t l e p l r e T ' S ;  ^  Y  h em  “ u'd
of the South Indian Adult Education to p'eve'  1 °  T  “P, ich™ e m “ d«  

Association,Madras.) imter»cs lapSmg
It gives us pleasure to welcome this r r ^ , - - i i

News Letter of 4 pages. We are glad mittee a u 'a unit a istrict Com-
to see that it is n o . being published nct„ f f i“ T  T ”® “T  “  °®Cial and
from Tuticorin, where that ardent -pi <• 1 Lmei^ ’ as been formed,
worker in the cause of Adult Educa- Chairmo^f101̂  >°̂  Committees, whose
tion, Mr. Roche-Victoria, M.L.A., can trates JuT11 ?C '' & *st3dct Magis-
ensure that it shall worthily seek to stimnlaf- « G ^  C° eCt ûnc ŝ and
link up the activities in South India. at® general interest in education
We wish the News Sheet a long life ^  dunng ProPaganda work,
and a useful career of service in this The scheme which is intended for
great cause. The Annual subscription s’x months only and will be applicable 
ls Re- T to 160 centres to begin with, will cost

-------  the Government a sum of Rs. 24,366.
LATE NEWS _____

Sind Literacy Campaign NOTICE

November m i  If a subscriber does not reMjve bjs
1 he Government of Sind have an- coPy of the Journal by the 15th of the

Bounced the details of the second literacy month in which it is due, he should at
Nave ml)1' *S t0 Punched from once notify the Manager,
rural areas, and nn aunched in the Complaints of non-delivery received 
district has been sel & * i* r' & ^  eac^ after the 20th of the month in which 
Pose. Each talnbn °V 11G pur~ an 'ssue Is due, will not entitle the
consisting of a g as a unR> complainant to a fiee copy of the
tion centres in suitahl° ii1 utecRlca" Journal. We are compelled to resort
fural reconstruction & p* ageS w^ere to this practice, as several people have
been done. In thesp^°r 13S aReadT demanded copies after many months
ent night schools w ilM ^ V  haye elapsed.

e established Manager.
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New Edition New Edition
t h e  :

I O X F O R D  . S C H O O L  A 'T L 'A S
„ . T E N T H . E D I T I O N  1941 v . . .

Pp. 64 8f" x 11" Re. 1-4

. This edition has been thoroughly revised.
• The following important items have been brought up to dhte : •.

I. Population figures and area of British possess'ons.
* 2. Routes to the East.

3-. Railway map of India.
* 4. Political Ynap of India, Burma and Ceylon.

5. Political map of Europe—this has been readjusted to October 1940 to show the 
German occupation of eight countries in Europe.

Diagrams have been added to show the magnitude of Indian imports and exports.

Important: The price has trot been raised. It is still Re. 1-4.
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38 large pages, 0 1 9 Post Free
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-
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C o  SDur ^u&0cril)er0
Subsetibers are hereby requested last month in response to reminders to

t iat in case of non-delivery of their pay their subscription for Vol. II, sud-
copy of this journal by the 15th of the denly decided to claim certain copies
month in which it is due they should of Vol. I i.e., copies issued early in 1940,
viite to this Office without delay to though they say they have been receiv-
1IS effect Complaints ofjion-delivery ing copies of Vol. II regularly. In

reac ting us after the 21st of the month future we will not comply with such
m which the journal is due will not be requests,
entertained. Normally copies are des­
patched before the end of the first When notice of the expiry of your
week in each even month. subscription reaches you please send

We are compelled to make this an- US a P°Stal money order Promptly. If
nouncement, as several subscribers y°U haV£ found the Journal helpful or
have written to us whenever they have interest’ Please secure other writers,
felt like it and demanded fresh copies subscribers and advertisers fer us.
of certain issues. Some subscribers, Thank you.

( 311 fcbult ed u c a tio n  Conference
India Adult F^ 01̂ 6161/̂ 6 t ôn may be had of the Hony. General
be held in T UCf tl0n ssociation will Secretary, All India Adult Education
week of Anrii Urm  ̂ t îe **rst Association, 134-6, Apollo Street, Fort,

April 1942. Further informa- Bombay.

That Tr Cradancore Lead0
India in literacy*” jT  6̂ads tdie rest India have been communicated by the
recent census figur^ ^een reveaIe(J by Census Commissioner for India to the

tl ,. , es‘ Travancore Government,
I be final figures ^

literacy for prov- Population and The population of the chief states
Vlnces and States in are: Hyderabad, 16 millions; Mysore,



1\ millions; Travancore, 6 millions; Bombay and Bengal have percentages
Kashmir and Gwalior nearly 4 millions of 13.01, 19.5 and 16.12 respectively,
each; Baroda nearly 3 millions and
Cochin nearly l i  millions. The f,«ure *elaJ l g to hteracy amon^women, that is 36 per cent, is even

From the point of view of literacy, more striking, and Travancore has a 
Travancore takes the highest place in higher relative place among the provin-
India, the figures being 47.88 per cent, ces and states; in comparison even with
Cochin coming next with 35.43; Delhi literacy among men.
25.7, and Baroda 23.01. T , . ,Is the state trying to do even

Among the provinces, Madras, better?

C Jje  (ZEOitcation of tlje 3 D u lt in  SnDi'a
By R a n jit  M. C h e t s in g h , M. A.

I

Presiding over the All-India Educa- Adult education should aim at
tional Conference in 1941, Prof. Amar C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N
Nath Jha, Vice-Chancellor, University THROUGHOUT LIFE for all types of
of Allahabad, outlined the task of adult individuals, fcr the University
adult education more concisely and graduate as well as for the peasant, as
adequately than any Indian education- much for the landlord and the mill-
ist has done in recent months. This is owner as for the factory labourer, as
what he said:— much for the legislator as for the office-

"In spite of some efforts here and clerk„ <» p u r i ty  i, of mine
there, adult education is still not at- “  a‘l; f  c/ ea' es and P r id e s  new
tempted in India on any considerable stan ar s 0 va ue‘
scale. The percentage of literacy is This throws open a limitless field,
still very low, and naturally our first Hitherto the adult education move-
endeavour should be to raise it. ment has embraced only the illiterate

But that is not to say that THE UNI- or half-educated. But if it includes,—
VERSITIES AND LOCAL BOARDS as lf should,—even those who have in
should postpone to a distant future all their youth received advanced educa-
attempts to work in the domain of t'on’ 10™ vasr does Pr°hlem be- 
adult education. The training of c"™e and how heavy the responsibility
teachers for adults is a task which can ° t lose *n eharge of the movement.”
best be performed by the Universities; It is particularly gratifying that
they need to have a knowledge of adult these words should come from one who
psychology, as they will have to deal has never known anything bur Uni-
with persons who in some respects are versity work and who happens to be
experts and specialists. one of the younger Vice-Chancellors in
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the country. Adult education workers too many ‘non-reading’ literates and
have a right to expect Prof. Jha to be too many readers who read only when
ln the vanguard of those who are they must in the course of their pro-
labouring to see that the substance of fessional duties and calling. Prof. Jha
what he has expressed so well is at- is right when he envisages the need for
tempted on an adequate scale through- “continuing education throughout life
out India. The time has come when for all types of adult individuals.” 
those who think as he has spoken should jjj
concert efforts to bring home to the , , . T .
Government, the Universities, the . Tl,e task “
organs of Local Self-Government and glf , nt,c that both “d“ r"rstrators and
to the public at large the central posj- ?ubl‘C1StS bav.e “ ore ° ft“  than nottinn j u j ^ tailed to think through their way to anon which adult education must occupy , £ , . . , , , .in ann • j . i c dehnite objective. And when the ob-m any considered plan of progress in . . .  , , . , ,
the lif~ rvf i jective is not clear the methods to becne lire of our people. , , , . . ,employed cannot be clear either. The 

II need for compulsory primary educa-
In spite of the tendency to ‘short- tion is stressed often as an argument

range thinking’ that war has fostered against the practicability of making the
among those who exercise power and adult population of India on the whole
11 fluence in the land, there are indica- literate. It is pathetic to find, even
tlons that more discerning people are to-day, men occupying positions of
]calising increasingly the central role eminence and responsibility in the

education in the regeneration of In- educational and administrative world
la- In unofficial circles particularly who make the confusion of thought in
Are is a growing recognition of this. this realm worst confounded by their
° tiue social (and then fore no last- ill-conceived utterances and short-

jng Poetical) advance is possible in the sighted policies. The Government of
1 o °f a nation-in-the-making’ in- Madras provides, perhaps the most out-

I afJ It*n  ̂ S° ârge a sub-continent as standing example of this confused
^  Ia without homes which are ration- thinking. Its chief educational officer
lik ,OÎ er ŷ and disciplined to a degree has repeatedly stated that he is proud
s e,y t° foster loyalty to right values. to place “a large and rapid increase in

\  lomes can become not the excep- the literacy of the Province” as the
c n ut 5^e ru ê only iii an educated first of his four main objectives. He
in They are, humanly speak- has very laudably devoted a good deal
ti ^ lmf° ss*̂ le with an illiterate popula- of attention and effort to the education
tion r*6 Puestion of educa- of girls in the southern Presidency.
leadt/H' nĉ a’, 0bserved a recent sub- ‘ Tlie Government believe that if we
up ei- I*1 t ^e ‘̂ *nies °f India, ‘is bound concentrate” he has said, “on attempt-
liter Vf lt V;!r'e tW*n tas^s °f ensuring ing to make every boy and girl in the
litera6 C U j >en ^  ^terate homes.' But Presidency permanently literate the
Paralv^, n ' U<i  ̂ *S e^ ete *3 to a probfem of adult illiteracy will auto-

Set Irn“!~and in India we have matically solve itself.” He has further
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Jo u r n a l  o f  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n

made himself responsible for the follow- education in October last “can produce 
ing statement: “We do not believe wonderful results, but these tasks can-
that it is good or effective policy to not be left only to members of my De­
spend large sums of money on attempt- partment which includes, if I may say
ing to make illiterate adults through- so> all those who are working directly
out the Presidency learn to read and and officially in the field of education.”
write.” It would appear that this officer T .
has never taken the trouble to ponder U 1S amazln£ tbat wlth such senti-
the educational statistics that succeed- T ” ?  expressed m °ne realm by their
ing censuses have provided. The rate Cllef spokesman’ the Madras Educa-
at which our population increases is cat*°n Department should make itself a
such that our efforts, if they are to Party ^  a° °rder bannmg Adult Edu-
continue at Mr. Statham’s pace, will tXOn ,Trammg Camps by students’
not solve the problem of illiteracy ^ m s a tio n s  in the Presidency. The
within the next century or two. Government seems to have convinced
We have no illusions as to the value 1/ Se f tbaf a11 students’ Training Camps
of literacy in itself. But we know that tor Adults were meant to be organs of
it is impossible to make bricks without communist propaganda. Let us assume,
straw, and we believe literacy to be an the Sake of ar^ument- that the
essential element in the make-up of Government did have some reason for
this straw. We are not blind to the suspecting certain Camps of such
possibility of dissipating energy and Why not take action against
throwing away good money on in- 116 promoters these Camps? Why
effective programmes. But we believe n0t orgamse and ald students in utilis-
that in the realm of adult education, the!I_ energy and enthusiasm to
almost more so than in any other realm, bette* effect oy enjoining and foster-
Government can make their pro- mg the holding of genuine adult edu-
grammes effective by co-operating Catl°n r mp.S, "1 the summer vaca-
with the public and by ceasing to be tl0n' Madras êarn from My-
slaves of red-tape. Let them learn to r f £’ Wiere ,tbe State bas £iven
look upon voluntary agencies and the University students first class training
public at large as allies and co-workers rendermg "atl°nal service by giving
and not as inferior beings who must be t[iem e,VCry . kmd °f help to organise
kept at a respectable distance! What themselves into an effective Union
the Director of Public Instruction of **  rem°Val °f aduIt llllteracy-
Madras thinks will do for the promo- We are not forgetting the fact that
tion of girls education w 1 also do in „ A/r A ^  , act that
the realm of adult literacy and aduh ?  f *“
education in irs wide aspects ' A T  W'' “’S"eSS to P « -, aspects. A  mits to  students who wish to  ortlanisp
h e cons,stent propaganda and a very genuine adult education Camps and
little outlay of money he said ad- campaigns. But the onus of proving
dressing a meeting of the Central that what they mean to do is eoTe o
Advisory Committee for Women’s . 1S £°lnS to

womens genuine is on the students. The
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test of the pudding lies in the eating Central Advisory Board of education 
thereof, and unless students are encour- soon after it was constituted addressed
aged to go and prove their mettle it is itself to an examination of the possibili-
nnfair to sit in judgment upon them. ties of adult education on an All-India
The Madras order reminds one of the basis. Their Committee had the ad-
second Round Table Conference where vantage of the services of many ardent
in the course of discussion, spokesmen yet practical enthusiasts who had done
°f Butish interests were urging that a good deal in their respective provinces
the Governor General in India be to further this great cause. The Educa-
required under the new constitution tional Commissioner with the Govern-
to exeicise all kinds of safeguarding ment of India happens to be a man
powers. While suggestions for the whose sincerity of purpose and whose
manifold duties which it was proposed experience of adult education and
tint he shall perform were coming in educational work by Local Authorities
rom all sides, a seasoned Indian social no one can question. He is anxious,—

worker whispered to his neighbour we believe more anxious than some of
and the Act shall lay down that His the members of the Central Board—to
xce ency shall issue dog licences! see the movement for adult education
nstead of passing such a ridiculous and go forward in India. The Central
weeping order, it would have been Board has given its approval to the

t] 01p reasonable and better policy for main conclusion of the Adult Educa-
e Provincial Government to instruct tion Committee we have referred to

e ucational officers to go out of above and yet nothing is happening,
eir w ay to rally lound them all kinds We have a right to ask why. It is one

sit ° UUjaiy workers, including Univer- Gf the tragedies in Indian life that the
ed^ StU UltS’ *n cause °f adult reaction of British officials in Delhi-
woUrlatl°rw and particularly literacy Simla and in London should be so dif-
Soutli T i 6 a* j t0 uote tliat ferent in the matter of Indian and
tion i n an^  ,  tl0n AsS°Cla'  British problems. In Britain to-day
upon thP°Ani e ' 3 • ep(utatlon to wait because of the stress of war,—with all
tion w H m-charge °f edu<Ta'  that it meansfor England-the Govern-
astoundint!3 Mew t0 lscu®smg tbis ment of the day is not unmindful of
Governm  ̂ 6 10pe *■ ie the necessity for continuing the dit­
to reason T  USe * *menabIe ferent types of educational work that
amends <lnL W Srace±ully make goes on in their country in peace time.

It is actually engaged in devising ways 
fV and means of adapting it to war-time

jea(_j lose wf*o had looked forward to a needs. And what is more it is studying
the r°m tde .^entra  ̂ Government in and planning for the future. In India,
beenmatte[ °*- a<̂ u^ education have however, education and particularly
hapn  ̂ ^̂ saPP°inted by what has adult education is dismissed with the 
Pen di16' ’ or sf*aB we say failed to hap- remark that “for the duration such

. urmg the last 3 years or more. The things should not be mentioned.”
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What “after the duration” will bring The Bombay University has had
to all countries involved in war directly under consideration for ten years or so a
or indirectly it needs no prophet to scheme for instituting extension courses
foretell. There will be a thousand offering diplomas and other incentives
problems demanding immediate settle- for systematic adult study. We are glad
ment, and these problems will have that they are actually framing syllabuses
international ramifications. The Cen- in co-operation with the Bombay Presi-
tral Government which has never taken dency Adult Education Association and
its duty in the field of adult education that something definite may take shape
at all seriously in peace time, is not within the next few months. Similarly
likely suddenly to develop a peculiar the Nagpur University has under con-
concern for its furtherance after the sideration the establishment of exten-
war. It is high time the non-official sion departments in its constituent col-
membeis of the Advisory Board showed leges and in the University itself. The
themselves more alive to the trends in Senate of the Madras University has
the country. They should regard unfortunately thrown out a proposal
themselves as exponents of the desires for the starting of Training Centres for
and enthusiasms in the educational adult education teachers which was
realm, of which there has been ample brought forward by that energetic
evidence, during the last four or five enthusiast, Mr. J. L. P. Roche-Victoria.
years. They should take the initiative We have reason to believe, however,
and help the official members to see that the matter does not end there,
educational needs in their right per- We hope that some of those who op-
spective. posed the proposal because they saw in

it all kinds of inadequacies will do their 
^  duty and help to put on the University

We are gratified to note that in- Statute Book something less imprac-
dividual teachers and University bodies tlcaI and more effective. Universities
are beginning to show signs of willing- such as Mysore’ D,elhl and Allahabad
ness to consider problems of adult edu- are also alive to the opportunity for
cation. There is still a tendency in service and training that the field of

t j i. j adult education offers their students,certain quarters to speak of adult edu­
cation in a somewhat patronising and When all this is said, however, the
superior manner. Those who know fact remains that our University teach-
University circles from the inside hap- ers and administrators have yet to
pen to know that'very often this assum- prove that theyjare no longer under the
ed superiorty is no more than a cloak spell of out-moded academic and'high-
for ingorance of practice in foreign brow’ notions of University work.
Universities and of adult education
work in other lands. Oftener still it 1
is a way of expressing disinclination to In concluding this short review of
leave the ’fairly comfortable beaten adult education in India to-day we can-
track, not fail to note with gratitude what
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several provinical Governments have and writing and discussion are given
been trying to do. Bihar, Bombay, through adult education agencies,
Assam, Punjab and to a lesser extent those who pass out of primary
the U. P. have already earned the right schools in compulsion areas soon lapse
to be ranked as Governments who are into illiteracy. These are lessons
concerned to-day with the intellectual which all local bodies need to take to
and mental development of the adult. heart.
There are not many organs of Local
Self-Government, however, which have No nation can look forward to en-
risen to the opportunities that the en- joying the fruits of any kind of repre-
thusiasm of the last five years or so sentative Government in an orderly
Placed at their disposal, Half-hearted fashion unless its people are trained in
and halting efforts have been made habits of thought and study. An illite-
here and there. But these are not rate nation could not maintain self-gov-
anough. The disease is far too serious erning institutions for long. An illiterate
to admit of quack and half-hearted nation untrained in the art of group
treatment. Some Municipalities have discussion and corporate mental acti-
tried to persuade themselves that by vity would soon break down under the
introducing compulsory primary edu- strain of the tasks that political eman­
ation in part or whole of the area cipation would bring in its train. It is
under their charge they have really a happy augury that Gandhiji is show-
tlone their duty! A study made by ing a new recognition of this fact.
Mr. S. R. Bhagwat of Poona, who is the Elsewhere in this issue will be found
Chairman of the Bombay Provincial a brief statement which he has made
Board of Adult Education,—a study on adult education. Let us hope that
which we hope to publish in a later no crisis in our internal political life,
issue of this Journal,—has shown sue- nor emergencies raised by international
oessfully that in an enlightened city conflicts, will make us blind to the ur-
like Poona compulsory primary educa- gent need for steady work for en-
tl0n has failed to grapple with theprob- lightenment and learning for the adult,
lem of illiteracy at all successfully. This work can be done effectively not
Responsible workers in Indore State for the adult but with the adult. The
assure us that they discovered in the educated section of the community has
Past few months that unless opportuni- a grave responsibility in this matter,
ties for building up habits of reading May it prove equal to it.

' ? ©anoinfi on aDult (Education
p  the little booklet “Constructive which he considers essential for the

r°giamme: Its meaning and place” attainment of freedom to do what India
Just issued from the Navajiwan Press, considers best calculated to promote
^an hiji has sought to set forth the 13 the welfare of her people. Workers

enis ln Ms Constructive Programme in the field of Adult Educati6n must be
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thankful for small mercies. We, there- therefore secrecy. Side by side with
fore, welcome the inclusion of Adult the education by the mouth will be the
Education in his list of 13 items. We literary education. This is itself a
reproduce below what he has to say on speciality. Many methods are being
this subject:— tried in order to shorten the period of

. . .  c „ i j education. A board of temporary or
ns ms een woe u y nc„ ectec permanent experts may be appointed

by Congressmen Where they have by ^  Wofking Committee t6 glve
not neglected it they have been satis- shape tQ the idea here adumbrated
frnd with teaching illiterates to read and guide the worker£_ j admit that
an write. f a ciaige o a u t  what I have said in this paragraph only
education, I should begin with opening • , , . A . . n ., f  i points the way but does not tell thethe minds of the adult pupils to the „ n  u  ̂  ̂ i, r i ■ average Congressman how to go about
greatness and vastness of their country. it Nor is every Congressman fitted
The villager s India is contained in his for_ fchis highly special work. But Con.
village. e goes to anot er vi age, gressmen who are teachers should find
he talks of his own village as his home i re >. • , • . j. . 6 , ■ , no difficulty in laying down a courseHindustan is for him a geographical , ■ - ,TTT , r . . m keeping with the suggestions made
term. We have no notion of the igno- herein ”
ranee prevailing in the villages. The
villagers know nothing of foreign rule We have carefully studied this short
and its evils. What little knowledge statement. We confess it is very diffi-
they have picked up fills them with the cult to reconcile the thought underlying
awe the foreigner inspires and their the following sentences of Gandhiji:—
helplessness. The result is the dread ,, , T r i e -  , 1. We have no notion of the igno-and hatred of the foreigner and hie rance prevaiIing m the vilIages The
ru t>' ' 11,or '1,1 v ’'v to r villagers know nothing of foreign rulerid of it. i hey do not know that the , . , „, . , . , . , and its evils,foreigners presence is due to their own
weakness and their ignorance of the 2. “................ The result is the
power they possess to rid themselves dread and hatred of the foreigner and
of the foreign rule. My adult educa- his rule.”
tion means, therefore, first, true politi- Those who work and move among
cal education of the adult by word of the villagers in the normal course of
mouth. Seeing that this will be map- life and may therefore claim familiarity
ped out, it can be given without fear. with village conditions and the various 
I imagine that it is too late in the day types of ignorance which peivades
for authority to interfere with this type village life, realise the necessity of dis-
of education, but if there is interfer- pelling the gloom that ignorance casts
ence, there must be a fight for this over our village-compatriots. They
elementary right without which there cannot forget, however, that to the
can be no Swaraj. Of course in all I average villager the colour of the skin
have written, openness has been assum- of his ruler does not mean very much,
ed. Non-violence abhors fear and Whether a Deputy Commissioner is a
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white man or a brown man makes very strued and prostituted, as it is in India,
11tie difference to a peasant under whenever people with power and in-

existing conditions. It is the content of fluence, whether they be representa-
the contact of the Deputy Commissioner, turns of the Government or unofficial
he., of Government, which needs to be guides and arbiters of India’s life,—
changed. The brown Deputy Commis- deign to pay any attention to it. Gov-
sloner may sometimes show ' less con- ernments constituted by law in India
ccm for and more ignorance of the interfere with adult education work in
jeal needs of the average villager than a most thoughtless and ill-conceived
irs white colleague. The foreignness manner, the moment it begins to deve-

the rule over the villager consists essen- lop among adults the capacity to think
} a v *n ^!e âck °f regard for his wel- for themselves and the desire to follow
rare. All true workers in the field of current affairs with intelligent interest,
letorm and regeneration in India have (Consider ‘the ban’ placed by the
° e concerned, therefore, not only Madras Government on the conduct-

Wlt 1 tdle external garb in which Gov- jng Gf adult schools.) If Gandhiji’s
ernment is clothed but the inner pronouncement is be adhered to at all
character of its organism. Our compa- strictly, it will let loose forces of crude

lots to whom the piivileges of educa- political teaching of the worst form,
n an nowledge have been largely comparable with some of the disgust-

--m 6 ’T~W iet^ei *n towns or villages, ing loyalist propaganda which is some-
must be put in the way of acquiring times passed off as adult education It

n . j|U ,g acts *or themselves and will make the steady adult education
Mr 0ctnnated- work which is now going on even more

it this approach to adult educa- limited and difficult. We trust, there-
10n u i® difficult not to feel Gandhiji’s fore, that Gandhiji will not directly or

emphasis is misplaced when he lays down indirectly lay down the law in this
at adult education means, therefore, matter. Let him entrust this task to a

bv P° itical education of the adult board such as he envisages. Let such
GanrUu- j°  ̂ ^  dttde later a board be given a free hand. Let
the l11J1 oes add: Side by side with them not be required in actual practice
liter .UCaf10n ^  ^  moutdl W1H be the to reconcile their whole policy and
to b p ^  ecucatdon- ^his w°uld appear programme to pronouncements or lessSion ■an atter",thoUght’ and this imPres" formal dicta from Sevagram. Let him
Part 'SfStrengthened by the concluding fOCUs attention on this need and help
Quoted ab6 Statement w’hich we have to create the atmosphere in which it

a 0ve’ can be met.
t is an irony of fate that adult edu­

cation should be so limited, miscon- R. M. C.
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a  S t a t e m e n t  o n  a o u l t  ( E d u c a tio n  in  D e l f j i
By Sh a f iq -u r -R a h m a n  Q id w a i

When one thinks of the imperial themselves, but associations had al-
city one thinks of many things that ready been formed in the Arabic Col-
have been and are yet to be. Those lege, the Commercial College, and the
who come to the city as visitors look St. Stephens’ College and they were
mainly for the symbols of past conducting night schools and doing
grandeur; and these symbols console social work. There was also a Delhi
many who see the city as it is, and Students’ Literacy League, the mov-
begin to lose confidence in the future. ing spirits of which were students 
For there is little in the city, except of the Hindu College, and this
for those who occupy the seats of League had established education
power, to inspire hope, to create the centres in various quarters of the city 
assurance that the imperial city is where local support was available,
adorning itself in a fitting manner to These societies derived gre,.t confi-
become the cynosure of the country’s dence and strength from the nation-
eyes. Everything one can think of as a wide movement for literacy and the
citizen of Delhi belongs to the cate- general awareness of its urgency which
gory of what has yet to be, and there the movement created, 
are so many vital problems to think of jj.
that adult education appears by con- .
trast of no significance whatever. At L 0C!a Service Association of
least it is best to say so at the start, 1 10 °~Ala ic College has been
for the reader might feel at the end dom* ,very valufble] work through its
that we have only filled up with words c.^ntIa ni£ sc K’° and its branches,
and hopes what is really an empti- (A reP"rt descnbmg their activity

appeared in our issue of October 1941).jQ 0 ̂  ̂
The Commercial College is also con- 

I ducting a night school in which, apart
The Delhi government has taken no from reading and writing, education is

interest in Adult Education and given imparted through lectures and social
no encouragement to private enter- gatherings. The Delhi Students’ Lite-
prise. Some years back a sub-com- racy League is an association whose
mittee of the Central Advisory Board members are drawn from different
of Education made recommendations colleges; originally it was affiliated to
regarding Adult Education and ap- the Delhi University Students’ Feder-
pealed to the universities to devote ation, but is now a separate body,
special attention to this work. As a Last year it was completely reorgan-
result, the Delhi University exhorted ised with a view to form a common
its constituent colleges to undertake front against illiteracy of all the con-
literacy work with the help of their stituent colleges of the Delhi Univer-
staff and students. There was no sity and other institutions and societies
particular response from the colleges engaged in adult education. The
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Literacy League was remarkably sue- his functions, in many quarters of the
cessfu1 rn its attempt to re-constitute city the buildings of primary schools
n m  TTThe VlCe‘ChanCellor of the have been utilised as night schools for

elhi University, Sir Maurice Gwyer, adults. The Superintendent of Edu-
consented to become a visitor, other cation has himself taken keen interest
ottice-holders and professors of the in the work, and as will be seen from
University and notabilities of the city the report, he has tried to make the
were kind enough to accept offices or best use of the funds allotted by the
membership of the Leagues’ Working Municipality for this purpose. ' But
committee. But unfortunately, this adult literacy is an objective which

as almost all the League could achieve cannot be attained by half measures
rom its reorganisation. It is, how- and in spite of what has been done,’

ever, very much alive and active, as we are compelled to say that like the
* yep°rt shows’ largely owing to the University, the Delhi Municipality has
tnusiasm, energy and perseverance only blessed an enterprise which it

ot its secretary, Mr. V. S. Mathur. ought to have itself ^undertaken. It
A review of the various reports will has not acknowledged adult education

show that there is no lack of workers as one °* ' fcs regular functions or en-
°r of zeal in the teachers and students deavoured to make citizens aware of
°f the Delhi University. What has this Pressing need.

Peking is proper response from -n , ■ £
“hove. Students have been encouraged ^  ch,ef pnvuatC mst‘tutlons or as
and applauded but the work they have SOClatlons that ha^  taken up adult 
done has received no formal recogni- [  N n 'u !  u x?emCe
tlon- The University has given no L i -  Librar r \  t  "
cation of a desire to affiliate adult edu- f i t  r “ m t
cation work to its other activities, to make Thp c ^ V  ^  ,
lt’ formally, a department and accept full 7/ ,  SoC!al SerV1Ce LeagUe WOrks main'
responsibility for organising and conduct- * ^  ht*rac\  am™g menials, and
mg. Until this is done, adult edu- °r\ v  eduC^ n of their
cation will remain a philanthropic , ,  The. M arwari Llbrar? ’ wblcb
enterprise that will always bring credit an °ld C,mc, mstltutl0n’ organised
but mav never show substantial re- ^  3 SP1C/ aI Sef 10nsuits. serve as a circulating library for rural

T-. areas, and it thus supplied literates
pe f  government can hardly be ex* in the country around Delhi with books

ed to show enthusiasm for duties and periodicals. ‘The Taleem-o-
Delh an . educational body like the Taraqqi’, or Adult Education Depart-
no /  , nivarsity has failed to ack- ment of the Jamia Millia has been es-
last L §6’ the DeIhi Municipality tabiished for the purpose of studying
cation^ 1 3 u t<?d 3 SUm f°r adult edu'  the Problem and methods of adult
enlighte" 'd ■get’ and thanks fo the education, of testing the various
SuPerint”t Cl V'CW W*dcb *ts Preser,t methods by means of experiments, and

endent of education takes of of preparing teaching aids and liter-

♦
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ature necessary as equipment for work prises all the various agencies that pro-
on a large scale. The ‘Taleem-o- vide information and general know-
Taraqqi’ has been at work for three ledge to grown-ups of all strata of
years. It has issued about 40 posters; society and in every sphere of life. In
prepared primers specially adopted for India, where the vast mass is totally
adults and drawn up a syllabus cover- illiterate and ignorant, the few who
ing the whole field of general know- are educated naturally consider adult
ledge. This will consist in all of about education to mean the attainment of
300 booklets on various subjects, bare literacy by the millions. But this
and of these fifty have already been is only one aspect of the problem ; it is
published. In addition to this, some also a phase that will pass. As soon
literature has been published for those as we have set about our task in the
who wish to take up adult education, appropriate manner and on the vast
and booklets, souvenirs, cards and scale that the magnitude of our country
other things are distributed free on demands, we shall find illiteracy to
different occasions to propagate know- have been the foremost obstacle but
ledge and remind the literate of their also the easiest to overcome. Illiteracy
duty towards those to whom the bless- is indeed only the smoke screen of
ings of education have been denied. ignorance, which is far more difficult
T he‘Taleem-o-Taraqqi’has established to contend with and far more insi-
a local centre at Karol Bagh to carry dious in its workings. It is because of
out its ‘programme and make the the ignorance that survives literacy
necessary experiments. The report of that we find it impossible to organise
this centre and a list of its publications or improve the conditions of life in
is given in the appendix. The main our country ; it is ignorance that
purpose of this centre is, of course, to neutralises all our efforts in the various
provide an example from which others spheres of life, religious, political,
interested in the work may learn, and economic or cultural/ Any conception
it may in course of time initiate a of adult education which overlooks this
movement for the establishment of such enormous fact is, therefore, defective,
centres. We must not consider our task as

jjj different or diverse from that of all
those institutions and societies whose 

We believe there are other indivi- object is to impart education or to
duals and societies in Delhi doing adult improve the individual or social
education work in some form or standard of life, and any comprehen-
other, but unfortunately it was not sive plan of adult education must be
possible to obtain information about based on a co-ordination of all edu-
them, and perhaps these people are cative activity. Specialised or local
themselves unaware of the character effort can be fruitful only when enlight-
and significance of their work. This is ened opinion forms one uniform front
not surprising. Adult Education is a against ignorance and determines to
very comprehensive term, and com- eradicate the evil in every sphere of
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life and in every shape that it is cap- The rectangular sketch given above
able of taking. indicates the area which the centre has

It will, of course, take time to or- set out to serve. In March 1941 an
ganise a general campaign against ig- educational census of the area was
norance. In the meanwhile those taken. The total population was found
engaged in adult education in its pre- to be 1,628 distributed over 433 homes,
sent limited sense might with benefit Of the adults 213 were “ educated,”
evolve a plan of co-ordinated and co- 449 literate, and 966 illiterate. Of the
imperative activity. Those institutions children 153 were literate while 360
and societies we have mentioned as were found to be illiterate. There are
consciously engaged in adult education 137 people in service, 78 are shop-
111 Delhi would work better and faster keepers, 77 students, whereas the rest
mf a central body could be constituted follow various vocations,—mainly arti-
for Delhi, so that the various activities sans and day labourers,
now isolated and unsupported could
be brought together to form a com- 1 rar^
plete scheme, and individual effort A Library particularly designed to
could be stimulated and equipped with meet the requirements of New Delhi
ab the means that are requisite in literates has been started. Some 250
order to achieve substantial results. people have taken advantage of this
Experience so far has shown that these library. The workers of the library
various agencies are not only willing are required to signify their willingness
to co-operate but would welcome the to be regarded as such by signing a
constitution of an organisation which membership form. They do not pay
would take over the responsibility of any fees. In the year ’40-’41 some 4,000
planning, of providing equipment and copies of different books were circulat-
bterature, of knowing and not merely among 75 families,
moping that what they do is the right xr ° o ^
thing and that they are doing it well. anous ec ions
.jALEEM -O-TARAQQi, JAM1A . Among the manY interesting sec- 
MILLIA ISLAMIA, NEW DELHI tl0ns whlch are maintained by the 

This centre has been working for Ce"“ e ,lle foliowing may be noted 
*wo JMrs in Johnson Road, Qarol Literacy Section: This meets each
Bagh, Delhi: evening in the centre premises. Adults

tr • r, , are free to come to this section accord-

1=̂  raiz Road.-----—'— —— . mg to their convenience, receive m-

13 struction and leave as it suits them.
o' e§ bio regular class register is maintained.
3 The Centre 'c In fact’ the centre did not give parti-
'ra So cular attention to this particular

jo section during the year,

------  ^  Current Affairs Section: Ordinarily
Johnson Road. this section meets nightly. News from
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the daily papers are read and explained siastically, so much so, that the volun-
with the help of maps and charts. tary workers began to find it too
Both literate and illiterate adults join much !
this section with eagerness. The aver- Ed , I. J. A. E.
age attendance during the year has
been 20 “ THE DELHI MUNICIPALITY

AND ADULT EDUCATION
The Giant Newspaper: Cuttings

are taken from various daily news- * .took. over charge in the Delhi
papers. Cartoons, photographs and tinicipality as Superintendent Muni- 
maps are specially included. A section cipa ucation in August, 1939. 
of the paper deals with local news. It At that time there was practically
is prepared every morning and is put no activity in the Committee in respect 
in a prominent place in the area. It is of Adult Education, 
estimated that 300 to 400 people read a  scheme was accordingly prepared
bits of this newspaper daily. Ordinari- and submitted to the Committee em-
ly it is 4 ft. X 3 ft. The papei obsei- bodying the following suggestions :—
ves Friday as a weekly holiday and
takes a few other holidays each year. ' at a cjads °* Departments
It can be consulted in bound volumes he asked,to make h' erate a11 the ,Uitp- 
at the Centre rate emP'°yees working under them.

2. That every Municipal teacher
Dramatics: The Centre staged 4 be asked to mak? at least three adults

dramas during the last year. These literate during the year.
were so popular that the local people 3 Students of Middle classes above
carried most of the responsibility for pnmary stage be asked to teach 3 R’s
them and the average attendance was to at ieast one adult per year
about 150. . T j 14. In order to push up a vigorous

In addition to the above regular “ No thumb-impression ” campaign a
activities 15 educational meetings were “ No thumb-impression ” week be ob-
held which included a display of educa- served.
tional films and some meetings at 5 children be encouraged to teach
which special programmes of the All- “howto sign” to women folk at their
India Radio were made available. On homes.
most days in the week Radio news is 6. Prizes and rewards be given to
made available to the locality. those students and teachers who put

The centre has also helped in jn meritorious work in this connection,
making available religious knowledge
to Muslim congregations in the area , The Muni<jipal Committee accepted 
in w h i c h  it is located, and also in cer- these proposals and action was taken
tain other Mosques. As a result of the accordingly with the following results:-
dramatic work of the Centre a new (i) As many as 993 adults were
dramatic association has been Iformed, made literate by the Municipal teachers 
which carried on its work very enthu- within a year.
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(n) 202 persons were educated by 16 night schools have been opened— 
sc rool children. one in each ward of the city.

(hi) Daring th'e “ No thumb-im- L rannnf U  *. m i, . uDresUrm ” i in onr > j it: cannot be said that all that could
females f  v u be d°ne ° r should have been done b? a
names 6 ' ^  ^  progressive Municipal Committee has

T| been done but perhaps there will be no
ihe following further steps were fear of contradiction in saying that a 

a ten in this direction : good beginning has been made and that
U) With the co-operation of Mill for those citizens who were deprived 

authorities arrangements were made of the benefits of primary education in 
01 teaching mill employees through childhood, facilities have been provided 

unicipal teachers. so that they may get the blessings of
(ii) The President of the Municipal learning even at an advanced stage if 

Committee was moved to issue an order they so desire.
f-Unrnk ’ the practice of affixing (Sd.) Superintendent,

‘umb-impressions on the acquittance . ,  , „ ,
rolls m token of receipt of pay by the Municipal Education,
illiterate employees. Delhi.

This order had a very speedy and Dated' 1Uh 0ct°her> ^42.
Military effect. Hundreds of Munich THE NEW DELHI SOCIAL 
P peons- mails1, kahars2, bhishtis3, SERVICE LEAGUE
sweepers, etc., took up pen and paper ,, , , ....
to learn signing their names with the _ Hemoval of I11,teracV> 
result that no employee of the Munich The New Delhi Social Service League
pdl Committee has now to put his came into being on the 4th of June

iumb-impression on any record or on 1940 with Miss J. E. Copeland (Presi-
acquittance rolls. dent); Rao Sahib J. A. Limaya, (Senior
,  <iii) With the co-operation of the Vice-President); Dr Mrs. Kagal <Ju- 

. S' “dents Literacy League a L.teracy C T  M f  “I
'Veak was observed when a grand pro- " 1  ' n  m ' ,
«»ion  „as taken out headed by Sit L  ™ Mr' Br,) B1’“shan

RSrivastava, Ex-Education Minister. tH°"y' Tr“ s"rcr>.
• P-, and the effigies of illiteracy were Immediately after its establishment

urnt. At the conclusion of the pro- tbe league decided to assist the local
cession a public meeting was held movement to tackle the problem of
m^der the presidentship of Sir Sayyed removing illiteracy. It took under its
lUza Ali, M. L. A. (Central). control a literacy centre which was

(iv) TIip mncf c , already working in Chatta Lai Miyan
has been taken°to Z T V “ ‘? t *  "eSt Delhl Gata a"d a"«hcr at the-A-------taken m th.s duecfon ,s that New Delhi Y. M. C. A. In October
wutleGll leners' 2 Hindu watermen. 3 Muslim 1940, it also opened a third centre at

the D. A. V. School, Lady Hardinge
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Road, New Delhi. The Committee is ing materials for indoor games for the
glad to report that at these centres use of the pupils. The League is also
several adults and children have al- obliged to Miss J. E. Copeland for 
ready been made literate and at present presenting a number of specially
about 90 pupils are attending the designed Hindi primers published by
various centres for purposes of instruc- the Committee for the Removal of 
tion. The League takes this oppor- Illiteracy in the Central Provinces, 
tunity to thank the authorities of
Y. M. C. A. and the D. A. V. School Literacy Certificates
for all facilities given in the running of The question of issuing literacy
these centres in their premises. The certificates to pupils attaining the
thanks of the League are also due to minimum amount of literacy is engag-
Messrs. J. N. Saksena, A. A. Hasan, ing the attention of the League and
U. C. Majumdar and R. Gopalan for will be'taken up with the local educa- 
periodical inspection of the centres and tional authorities as soon as possi- 
to Rao Sahib J. A. Limaye for present- ble.

am ilt €Oucatfon activities 3n ^ p so c e  ^ ta te
f Contributed)

For many years spasmodic attempts of Mysore City, for adults. There are
to attack illiteracy met with a varied 22 students on the roll; but the average
amount of success. In 1940, the Uni- attendance is only 12. The cost of
versity Settlement conducted a study- the school is about Rs. 7, per month
circle on illiteracy. Proposals were out of which the Government give a
made for a state-wide campaign— grant of Rs. 5. The school has been
starting in the cities of Mysore and working for the last 15 years or so.
Bangalore—and they resulted in 1940 ,. . . .  .. . .  . ,  ■ . t. j Methodist Mission, Lhennapatna:—with the Mysore City Campaign started
very much on the lines suggested. In Adult literacy classes are being held
1941, the Bangalore City Campaign was from the last two years. There are four
started. Now, thanks to the keen in- centres. One class is held in the early
terest and enthusiasm ot the Minister of afternoon when the workers return from
Education, there is every possibility of the fields; other classes are held at
the State-wide campaign being inau- night. Some women also are taught in
gurated by a non-ofBcial State Literacy their houses. Generally the Laubach
Council with financial assistance of charts are used, but the Each one
the Government. teach one” slogan does not work well

as a rule. Mr. Devudu’s charts and 
I. Details of Activities. primer are also used. Mane matugalu
Missionary Bodies:—Methodist Mission, (‘fire-side talks’) from Dharwar and

Mysore City the Mission Village Series are also used.
A regular night school is being held The students read a weekly newspaper

in Adikarnatakipura, a Harijan suburb regularly. Simple arithmetic and hygiene

»
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are also taught. The adults require a of booklets. Three schools are carried
good deal of coaxing to make them on by full-time Mission workers. It is
learn at all. Mill workers feel ashamed to be observed that much depends on
not to be able to read and so are an the character and influence of the
exception. Attendance is irregular teacher, 
owing to many reasons. Seasonal field
work makes the villagers come too late Government Rural Welfare
or too tired to attend; night and day Centre, Glosepet.
shifts in mills make attendance irregular Mr. Devudu Narasimha Sastry train-
a ŝo’ ed some of the teachers of the Primary
li ttj . a , _  ̂ schools in his method. As a precaution
“ • Phones and Estates to see that the adults already trained
Central Welfare Committee, Kolar Gold do not relapse into illiteracy, it is re-

Fields commended that reading rooms and
The only adult education being libraries be started in all centres.

carried on is night schools for labourers. jy . Private Bodies, 
t he curriculum consists of reading,
wriring, arithmetic and general know- Kannada Sahitya Parisad, Bangalore 
ledge. The students pay a small fee City.
and the rest is met out of Central Wel­
fare Funds. The Parisad has not taken up direct­

ly any general Adult Education work 
The Mysore Iron and Steel Works, on a large scale. It has drawn up a

Bhadravati scheme of examinations consisting of
In 1939 the Welfare Department three grades. The first examination is

opened free night classes for adults in in literacy and the other two concern
some two labour colonies. The teach- themselves with general educational and
ers were paid a monthly allowance of cultural interests. Mr. M. R. Srinivasa
Rs. 3 each. On the 24th of May, 1941, Murthy a member of the Parisad, has
adult literacy classes were started with prepared a literacy primer. The first
the help of the Mysore Literacy Council. examination is being conducted twice
The teachers will be paid on the basis a year since 1940. Out of 288 students,
°f one rupee per successful student 248 from 13 centres were successful,
lodged by the results at the examina- c D ,
‘■°n. The amount allotted for adult Se*  Asmm'
^teracy during 1941-42 is Rs. 216. The Adults are not only made literate
u course of the training covers six but attempts have been made to edu- 

rn°nths. cate them in the day-to-day problems.
Coffee Estates It: is happy to note that the response

from the adults is, far from being spas- 
le attendance of the students is modic, steady. It is proposed to deve-

haly Ŝ °rac^c' The C. L. S. in Madras lop the recreation part of the pro-
c ve specially written a large number gramme.
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Deena Seva Sangha, Bangalore. es, the strength is sometimes 20. There
There is a labourers’ fellowship are ^h^rent committees to look after

night school working under the auspices Kannada and Urdu literacy work,
of the Sangha. In addition to the Generally, classes work from 7.30 p.m.
literacy carried on, the Sangha has some  ̂pm- The first quarter of an hour
activities like dramas, wrestling, etc. usec* f°r greetings and general con-

versations so that all the pupils gather 
Bangalore Literacy Campaign. together. Then one hour is devoted

The literacy campaign in Bangalore to instruction in reading and writing.
City is having a fair start full of pro- The last quarter of an hour is used for
mise. The Government has aided the a short talk on any topical subject us-
Campaign by giving a grant of Rs. 2,000. ua y connected with civics. Great
Extra aid is given through public Care *s ta^en ’n formation of the classes
donations, etc. There are 13 centres in the various talimkhanas, bhajana-
working,—out of which two are Urdu mandirs and̂  temples.  ̂ The co-opera-
ones. The classes are working for the tion of the yajamans of the various
last three months. The number of localities and the respective Municipal
students in a class varies from 12 to 20 Councillors is always solicited. The
The Parisad is conducting examinations. classes are periodically inspected by
The Mysore University Union’s method helpers. who very kindly offer helpful
is followed. Continuation classes are suggestions to the volunteers and so
proposed to be started having the encourage them in not an altogether
Mysore books as texts. pleasant work. Constant touch with

the volunteers is kept through occa- 
Mysore Literacy Campaign, Mysore. sional rallies. All the materials like

It is satisfactory to note that t^e black-board, board-chalk, books’
literacy at Mysore City has passed out anĉ  penc^s are SL1Pplied free of cost,
from the experimental stage to one of During the year 1939-40 there were in
consolidation and solid work. The a^ ^5 classes with the total strength of
work is largely carried on under the ^70. Some work outside Mysore City
auspices of the University Union. The *s being carried on especially during
Union has evolved a literacy chart of holidays by the student-volunteers,
its own based on the ease of movement By incessant propaganda the importance
of the hand. It has also evolved a t*ie Bteracy drive is kept constantly
primer of its own. In addition to the *n m'nĉ s °f the public. For the 
chart and the primer, a post-literacy *ast tw° years a literacy stall is being
reader and a continuation reading taken during the Dasara Exhibition,
series are published. The volunteer- Parisad is conducting the exami-
teachers are given training in the method nations.
for three or four days and then they For the purposes of the campaign,
are given classes to handle. The literacy is defined so as to include:—
strength of the classes varies from 12 (a) Reading and understanding an
to 15; in the case of continuation class- article in a newspaper, (b) Simple
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home-arithmetic, (c) Writing a letter centres mostly in the evenings under
to a relation or an application to an the guidance of the Warden. The
office. (d) Elementary knowledge of common items of work that the stu-
the history and the geography of the dents carry on include the following:—
country and its institutions. (a) Organization of games for adults.

University Settlement, Bangalore. ^  Educational talks on temperance
* . i T ■ , , , and sanitation, etc. (c) OrganizationAdult Literacy classes have been L , , ,, , , , c , . ot dramatic leagues, youth leagues,conducted by the settlement ever etc.since it began its activities in six differ­

ent centres. The classes are held for Ul) Libraries for the literates, 
two hours every evening for at least The Settlement is the first of its
five evenings a week. In addition to kind in the life of the Universities in
the purely literacy work carried on, our country engaged in education work
other activities in the way of general including that of the adults. It is
adult education are also conducted. hoped that as time goes on the work
Some stipendiary University students will gather more and more momentum
reside in the Settlement and they are and put itself on a secure and service-
conducting their work in different tul basis.

SIDult OBDucation in  SDtftcc L a n D s
EN G LISH  A D U L T  SCHOOLS CARRY ON 

1. Birmingham
“ I attended Alcester Street School benefited by introducing into its pro-

(Birmingham) this morning. Though gramme some subjects other than those
about thirty young men from it are on in the Handbook and has gained new
active service, though the building is members—which may also be due to
dreadfully badly damaged and none of reports in the local press. The School
their weekday activities continue there, has had the Headmaster of the Central
though about fifteen of their members School to speak on “ Religious Educa-
or more have been bombed out, and tion in Schools,” the General Manager
those present seemed largely older men of the Co-operative Society on the
and women, yet they seem to be carry- dilemma between profits and ideals in
ing on splendidly-three members won business, a Negro gentleman on Dr. 
prizes in the recent Musical festival— Aggrey, whom he had known at Accra, 
and they keep in touch with all their and a member of the staff of Leavesden 
absent members. I felt it to be en- Asylum on “ The Care of Mental
couraging that the leaders especially Defectives.” Perhaps the secret of the
showed pluck and determination.” present success of this School is found

---------  in the fact that members hold strongly
M a x  A. W it n e y  writes that the that “ there is a great work for us to

W a t f o r d  (Derby Road) School has do at the present time.”
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Service of Youth” at Sutton we look anxiously to see that youth -is
A large part of the fine Adult ready to play its tremendous part in 

ochooi premises at Sutton, Surrey, is the rebirth of Britain. If youth 
occupied for Government or similar centres are to be mere play-pens fpr 
purposes. But when the General the adolescent, hopes of instilling sanity
Secretary of the School (Frederick C. into the world will be just super-optim-
Hagger) attended a meeting of the ism; if they become merely recrea- 
Sutton Council of Youth he was able tional centres run by adults, they will
to offer to them the use of some part likewise prove but the shattering of
of the premises needed because a another vain dream.

Youth Centre ” had had to be closed
down by loss of premises. The School “ Youth centres, if they afe to be of
Committee approved and the lounge lasting benefit to the nation, must
and an adjacent room were made avail- combine training in leadership and self-
able. Of the committee formed to expression with the attainment of fit
manage the new Centre, practically minds and bodies : they must be temples
half are Adult School members. In a of happiness of such appeal that youth
recent letter Mr. Hagger writes that will flock to them and readily absorb

167 young men and maidens have to the medicine because of the entertain-
date been enrolled as members......they ipent to follow.
are of a fine type.” For the following ,, „
account we are indebted to the Sutton One excellent way of educating
Advertiser : youth, without youth being too cons-

“ Sutton has at last a youth centre C1°us of the fact, is by the formation
of its own. It was officially opened on ° £ atm,f S0Cletles- Somehow or
Saturday at the Adult School, a build- ° f *  y°Ut 1 ^ USt be lnterested in social 
ing ideally suited for the purpose. It P,r°bIems- It can be
started off on the right note : ' the achleved through youth centres, but
youths themselves ran the show. They W£ Cj n ^  t0 SOme uneasiness with
arranged the programme, they them- ,t0 tbe,^ay the Problem is being
selves provided the entertainment, they 1  u •„ ULtt°n’ f°r lnstance- the
saw to the refreshments. It was an y°Jj 1 U,b W1 the Adult School
exhilarating experience being among ™ heclasses wl11 be heId elsewhere,
them, for they radiated happiness ™ e'e i s a  very grave danger that
jollity and high spirits. Everyone wore t i ' '  Purely entertainment side 
a smile as they bustled about seek.ng o f‘he centre will flourish, the acade-
entertainment or a job of work pro- S* ! , W1* be almost entirely
viding entertainment for others. If y tbe youths. Some system
there was a dull minute it was when ° ta S. ° owed by debates, dances or
the adults held the stage and talked of comPetitions, might prove far better
their own accomplishments ! atten e t an continuation classes in a

school. I he average vouth h
A tremendous responsibility rests attended school comnulsorilv f Vm?

upon youth centres, for it is to them least ten years, is in c h irn tto te r  cle«
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of evening classes at any price. They “ The essentials are a centre which
do not respond kindly to invitations to is such a happidrome that youth will
return to school—but they can be got hate to miss it and good education
to absorb useful learning if the right surreptitiously delivered.” 
methods are used. ______  [From One and All, London.]

3 0u lt dEOucation in botnet R u ssia "
(Continued.)—II.
By G. FEOFILOV

On October 2nd, 1940, Radio Mos- Leningrad, 200 roubles a year; in all
cow announced that the Presidium of other towns the fees are to be 150
the Supreme Council of the U. S. S. R. roubles a year. The fees for a univer-
had issued a decree concerning the sity education are now to be 400
formation of a Labour Reserve. Ac- roubles a year at Moscow or Leningrad,
cording to this decree, Soviet youth and 300 roubles elsewhere,
between the ages of 14 and 18 is to Students of art ot music ate hence-
constitute tins Labour Reserve. Every forward to pay 600 roubles a year
year between 800,000 and one million Qne can fi„d innumerab]e eiam ,M
young people are to be called up and of that kind. Revolutio
distributed among three types of ments stil| seem t0 prevail in thePcu,.
schools: craft schools (mostly for tural life of modern Russra; in order
peasants), railway schools and, thirdly, j „ jf . 1 1 AH , to understand and appreciate concrete
factory schools. A1 these young achievements it is necessary first of all
people will be entirely supported by t0 be clear about the prin^ ples whlcb
h State for the duration of their are the basis of the Soviet educational

studies, which will last for a period of system A complete summ f h
between six months and two years. ni inomioc „ „ .J pnnciples was given in the Soviet

After passing through these schools, Constitution. Article 121 says • “ Citi-
they will be mobilized on the same zens of the U. S. S. R. have the right
lines as military recruits, and will be to education. This right is ensured
at the disposal of the Council of Com- by universal, compulsory elementary
missars, which alone will have the right education ; by the fact that education
to make use of these qualified young including higher education, is free of
workers in accordance with the State charge; by the system of state scholar-
economic plan. ships for the overwhelming majority of

On the same day, another decree students in the higher educational
was issued abolishing free education. establishments; by instruction in
From the autumn of this year, students schools being conducted in the native
at secondary schools who wish to stay language, and by the organization of
on for the final two years to complete free vocational, technical and agrono-
their studies must pay, in Moscow and mic training for the toilers in the

#With acknowledgements to the Bulletin factories, state farms, machine and
of the World Association for A, E., London. tractor stations and collective farms.”
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As we see from this Article, Adult the whole problem was still far from
Education in Soviet Russia was limited definite solution. They declared that
to technical instruction, provided for the work of the Committees was not
grown-up citizens in connection with going on satisfactorily, and even in the
their professional occupation. But in R.F.S.S.R. there were about 50 per cent
fact the Adult Education Movement in of illiterates who did not attend school
Soviet Russia has had much wider at all. In the same year (April 27th
scope. The Soviet Government realiz- 1937), IZVESTIA published an article
ed that the overwhelming majority of in which we read that “Out of 22
the Russian people, especially the million members of the Trade Unions
peasants, could not accept the new about one million are completely illi-
regime unless they became conscious terate, and about 2* million are semi­
sympathisers with all the October illiterate. Moscow radio has recently
revolutionary experiments. reported that the Government is still

The starting point of the Adult very busy with the Problem  ̂ it was
Educational Movement in the U. S. S. R. admitted that the whole system was
was the decree of December 1st, 1919. completely changed. The “shock bri-
It contained the firm decision of the gade” method was rejected as amateur-
Government to abolish for ever illiteracy 'sb; ’’istead, a systematic training was
among Russian peasants and workers. introduced, and the problem of the
The Government spared neither money abolition of illiteracy has now become
nor energy to fulfil their solemn pro- part tbe &eneral scheme of Adult
mise to abolish one of the worst inheri- Education. The scheme comprises the
tances of the old regime. The whole following measures: 1. The establish-
problem had to be solved in the short- ment of polytechnic schools at the
est possible time. A perfect plan was factories, called rabfacs (workers’ fa-
worked out, the necessary statistical culties). These schools provide lectur-
research was done, authoritative com- an  ̂ teaching on various technical
mittees for dealing solely with illi- subjects relating to the production of a 
teracy were set up, called “Committees particular factory; in addition there are
for Combating Illiteracy’', thousands of lectures on politics, and lectures on
propagandists were sent to the most Marxism and Leninism are compulsory,
remote districts of the country. Rus- The a‘m t*1256 schools is also to
sian people wanted to learn; they re- prepare the most able students for
sponded to the Government’s efforts entrance to higher technical institutes,
with great enthusiasm. Schools or- 2- The organization of systematic
ganized by the Committees for Com- courses for schools in the villages with
bating Illiteracy were packed by people tbe same purpose as the rabfacs. 3. The
of all ages. Very soon, however, the organization of evening institutes at
wave of enthusiasm subsided and in tbe tra<̂ e unions. 4. The organisation
1937 the Government of U.S.S.R. re- lecturing at the professional clubs,
ported that, in spite of increasing ex- The establishment of free reading
penditure for the abolition of illiteracy, rooms, red corners”, at any large or
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small factory; and the establishment of give to the reader? Here is the defini-
similar reading rooms in the villages. tion of Soviet literature, as given in
6. The enlarging and improvement of Soviet encyclopaedias: “proletarian
national library systems. literaure expresses class interests, and

the ideology of the proletariat. It is 
This system has continued to exist defined, not by the proletarian origin

without any essential alteration, but of the author, but by his creative
the programme and the method of power. In the ranks of the proletarian
teaching has been changed several writers converts from other social
times. The essential thing in the whole groups can find a place, but only if they
Adult Educational system in the U. S. take up a class standpoint.” I do not
b. R. is that the students are not free know if this quotation still has the
to choose what they learn but learn same value, as there was a wide purge
what is given them; furthermore, any among the collaborators of the en-
school, any cultural institution has to cyclopaedia, the consequence of which
keep to the general scheme of educa- was the complete revision of some
tion which is defined only by the volumes of the encyclopaedia In any
Government. What is the Bolshevik case, the chief idea still remains intact
aim in general? The creation of a This was vigorously expressed by the
new type of man. ’ This answer was Soviet writer Alexi Tolstoy at the
given on many occasions when the Comsomol Conference in 1936. In his
whole cultural problem was discussed, speech at that conference he said,
and it is not a mere phase; it is a con- Some Soviet writers have realized
crete task. Pursuing this task, the with difficulty that truth is one, clear
Bolsheviks fully realized that they and precise and real; truth is being
needed something more powerful than accomplished by all our recontruction;
academic schooling, teaching and train- that is the theory of the four great
ing. They needed something which thinkers and leaders of humanity
could influence the formation of a new (Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin) This
mentality in the people; they needed truth is in the keeping of the Central
an influence working constantly, freely Committee of the Communist Party;
and deeply: that is art in general, and the leadership of our history and of the
particulaily literature, novels and soul of man in our country is not en-
poetry. Thus the question of creating trusted to a private individual.” Stalin
a special Soviet literature has arisen. encouraging Soviet writers to increase
Reading in modern Russia is the most the, so to speak, output of literature,
typical feature of cultural life; the gave to the writer an industrial title-
circulation of favourite books among he called him “the engineer of the
the people is colossal. Soviet literature soul of man.” The task of replacing
has had to replace old Russian litera- old Russian literature by new, ex-
ture, as the Soviet regime has replaced pressing the ideas of the four great
the old one. What is the difference thinkers, was achieved splendidly

etween the old Russian literature and Hundreds of Soviet writers appeared in
tie  new? What does Soviet literature the literary world, and some of them
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showed great skill in writing and a to us?” in which the pre-revolutionary
fresh creative power; their books have writer, Veresaev, collected material
been circulated in many millions. But taken from answers to a questionnaire
the effort to create a monopoly of in- sent out on this subject. “Pushkin’s
fluence on the Russian people by a poetry is for the most part the algebra
new literature has failed. Russian of our thoughts and the music of our
readers have kept their own free choice feelings. Pushkin’s characters and his 
of what to read, and it has been the feelings reflect not only his times but
Russian classics which have retained ours also.” “Pushkin presents to us
the power of attraction. A longing for such truth as even his class position
good books has been growing steadily. cannot hide. Pushkin dominates our
The Government felt it and could not passion for beauty, for full-blooded
resist it, and was forced to allow people human life, for love.” “In answer to
free access to the classics. They chose . your question I would like to say noth- 
a brilliant occasion to satisfy people’s ing but to bare my head before Push-
cultural desires. It was in 1937, the kin.”
year of the Pushkin Centenary. The
celebration of Pushkin’s Centenary was If these examples are typical of the
a magnificient demonstration on the present stage in the mentality of the
part of all nations of the U.S.S.R.. a people, and I believe that they are, then
demonstration of the devotion of the we have the right to a general conclu-
people to the cultural values in Push- sion; the period of revolutionary ex­
kin’s immortal work. Let me give you periments in Adult Education is pass-
some typical examples of the expression ing; a new period has started in the
of thought and feeling on the occasion movement, which is controlled by the
of Pushkin’s Centenary. In IZVESTIA, belief that humanism and beauty must
No. 4, 1937, an article was published be the basis of educa tion; and Pushkin
under the title “Why is Pushkin dear was a happy choice for this new start.

J13eU)0 fr o m  JFac ano JI3ear.
AJMER only one Adult School maintained by

Copy of an extract from the Report on the Municipal Committee, Beawar.
Progress of Education under The need for the provision of facili-

Ajmer-Merwara for ties for Adult Education is imperative.
the year 1940-41. But it is not likely to be fulfilled unless

Adult Education. The Adult Night Government take initiative and provide
Schools in the district run by the Co- funds for this purpose, 
operative Department and the one at * * «
Nasirabad aided by the Cantonment ASSAM
Board, had to be closed due to the in- Those who are in sympathy with
ability of these agencies to provide the work done by the Society for the
funds for their maintenance. There is Spread of Literacy in English will be
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glad to learn that this Society has been " lished fifteen night schools during the
affiliated with the World Federation of month in different parts of the sub-
Education Associations which has its division. Two hundred copies of
headquarters in the United States of “Parer Bahi” were also distributed by
America. Since 1934 the S. S. L. E. the Society."
has been engaged in distributing free -------
literacy charts, in imparting free in- BANKURA
struction to those who are desirous of REPORTS from Bankura district for
learning English but who are unable to the months from April to August state
attend any school for that purpose, in that steady progress was maintained in
providing a free library to encourage rural reconstruction activity in the
the habit of self-study and in organis- district embracing almost all aspects of
ing short training courses in the best rural life by voluntary efforts of the
methods of teaching English to begin- local people, in almost all cases, under
ners. Those who are interested in such the guidance of the official executive,
work may write to the Secretary,
S. S. L. E., Jorhat, Assam, for further u f ucation
information which will be gladly sup- Twenty-two adult education centres
plied. >n Belut-Rasulpur Union, 10 in Saida

J. N. SHIYAM, and 5 in Gelia Unions in Vishnupur
Secretary, S. S. L. E. have. been started; thase centres are

____ continuing satisfactorily and Laubach
system is being followed in educating 

BENGAL adults. The Library Committee of
Adult Education in Howrah District Patrasayer in the same subdivision has

-r, , been reconstructed and resolutions forThe number of night schools and • ,
Maktabs was 91 with 4,034 students “ P1* ™ ” ' '" 8 'mpottant programmes 
against 73 with 2,165 students attend- < f  the iraf orat,on o f, Ru» 1 Recoo- 
ing them in the previous year. The 8' rUct,on. S°C‘et,eS 85 alf  the 
total cost for these schools was a music c ass were made and decided
Rs. 22,739 against Rs. 4,624 in the pre- U,POn- Adu * a c t i o n  centres have

-r, • „ also been started at Sikrabad andvious year, lhe entire amount was t̂ i i y—, , , T t • • , ,
met from fees and other sources ? haPam in Dahala Union in badar and
(Bengal Weekly dated 15th December, the Ralp“r ,vllla8c ha“ hasi g ^  constructed a spacious hall and library

_ room. Four night schools have been
set up, one each at Madhabpur, Bishin-

BRAHMANBARIA da, Haludkanali and at Dharkidihi.
W A T E R -H Y A C IN T H  was cleared in The Dogira Muktab in Bikrampur

Janodpur and Ibrahimpur unions by Union has been repaired and re-equip-
the local Palli Mangal Samities. The ped at a cost of Rs. 40. Two musical
Co-operative Rural Reconstuction schools have also been started—one at
Society, Brahmanbaria, constructed Baga and the other at Shyamsundarpur
twenty bore-holed latrines and estab- in Sadar.
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Village Hall and Library ward Classes, subject to a maximum of
A spacious village hall was opened Rs- 200 in all in a year. The associ-

by the District Magistrate at Raipur ' ations running primary schools under 
(Sadar). A village library has also this scheme, however, get no extra
been started at Ajodhya (Vishnupur). grant towards overhead charges.
The war film shown at Joypur, Rajgram An association maintaining a large
and Vishnupur attracted no less than number of schools has to incur some
1,000 persons in each show. A weekly overhead expenditure. For example,
newspaper named Abhijan has been jt wm have to maintain a supervisor to
started at Vishnupur to give publicity ensure effective supervision over its
to and encourage rural reconstruction schools. It has also to spend some
work throughout the subdivision. money on the upkeep of a central

A badminton tournament was or- office. If the grants made by the as-
ganised in police-station Raipur in sociations and the Government for
Sadar and a village playground has voluntary schools are to be utilised in
been completed at Saida in Vishnupur a proper manner, the associations will
out of Government of India second have to see that their schools are ad-
grant of Rs. 60 and local contribution equately supervised, and for this pur-
of Rs. 20. To provide impetus to Pose they wiU have to employ qualified
sports Thana Sports Committees have supervisors. They cannot, however,
started under the guidance of the Sub- do so at present without some Govern-
divisional Sports Association. Each ment help.
Committee is to run football matches Rate of Grants
under the league system during the The Government has declded that
rainy season. The Dwar.ka Society the associatlons running approved
has opened an akhara for gymnastics. voiuntary primary schools should, with

(Excerpts from Bengal Weekly' . effect from the current year, be paid
____  grants on overhead charges at the rate

BOMBAY PROVINCE two-thirds °f the actual overhead
. , „ . costs or 10 per cent of the capitation

Supervision Grants to Associations grant earned by them, whichever is
The Government of Bombay has less, subject to the following condi-

approved a scheme for the payment of tions:
supervision grant to associations run-_ The following items of overhead
mng primary schools under the mass costs wili be admitted for Government
literacy scheme. grant: Pay and allowances of the cleri-

A primary school started under the cal and supervising staff; office contin-
scheme of mass literacy receives a main- gency; stipends to teachers deputed for
tenance grant at the rate of Rs. 4 per training; cost of refresher courses; tra-
pupil in average attendance and this veiling allowance to teachers: and pay
may be increased to Rs. 6 in the case and travelling allowance to relieving
of girls and of children of the Back- teachers.
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A full time peon will be allowed to women and/or children. Other cases 
all associations, The other staff will will be considered on their merits, 
be: a part-time supervisor and a part- The conditIons for registration are
tlme clerk for an association running 11 that the management of the libraries is
to 29 schools; a part-time supervisor in the hands of competent and reliable
and a full-time clerk for associations bodieSi that a library is open and free
running 30 to 39 schools; and a full- to all classes and communities without
time supervisor and a full-time clerk any discriminationi is kept open for at
for associations running more than 40 least one hour a day> and maintains
schools. certain records.

The pay scales will be: Supervisors, Thc expenditure of a Ubrary shall
Rs. 40—5 100; Clerks, Rs. 25 5/2-50 be bmited to 40 per cent on news-
fa qualified cletk to be started at papers and periodicals, 40 percent on
Rs. 30); Peons, the same at those sane- books and 20 per cent on other items,
tioned by the Government for its in- Savings, if any, in “other items” may be
ferior servants; Part-time Supervisor, utili^ d for either of the other pur- 
Rs. 30; and Part-time Clerk, Rs. 15. poses

These pay scales are the maximum In the first year of its existence, a
limits. The associations are at liberty library may be given a grant not ex-
to employ persons on lesser pay if they ceeding Rs. 30, or two-thirds of the
can secure the services of suitable per- actual cost of the books and periodicals
sons without loss of efficiency, purchased, whichever is less. In the

------- large villages, a library may be given a
REGISTRATION OF VILLAGE grant of Rs. 50, or two-thirds of the 

LIBRARIES actual expenditure, whichever is less.
The Government of Bombay has A similar grant may, if the financial

issued rules for the registration of, and condition of the Government permits,
grant-in-aid to, village libraries and be paid to a registered library three
reading rooms under the Adult Educa- years after the payment of the first
tion Scheme. Government subsidy.

Private persons, village panchayats,
sanitary committees, village uplift asso- WORK IN BROACH
ciations, co-operative societies or a A comprehensive programme of
body or an association desirous of con- work in propogating the principles of
ducting a village library in a local area health and sanitation is recorded in the
should apply, in the prescribed form, report of the Broach Sanitary Associ-
to the Deputy Educational Inspector of ation for the year 1940-41
the district for registration. c - , . .cuxty-five lantern and demonstration

Ordinarily only one library will be lectures were delivered by the medical
recognised in a local area. Special officer of the Association in Broach
libraries, may, however, be opened for town and district, Health shows were
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held at the annual fairs in the district We are glad to note that co-opera-
and at the J. D. Vakil Sanitary Museum tion has been extended to the Commit- 
Hall at Broach. Health films were tee even by managements of several
shown in different localities in Broach mills. Credit for all this is due to Messrs,
and at Samni Vilayet, Shukaltirth and the Hon'ble M. M. Pakwasa, Diwan
Kerwada. Bahadur K. M. Jhaveri and K. T.

T a , , . . . Mantri, who have been in the vanguard
Leaflets on food and nutrition, per- of the moVement.

sonal hygiene, malaria, smallpox and _
child welfare were distributed to the RniURAV
child welfare centres and primary and
secondary schools and village medical A Scheme of Literature for Adults 
aid centres in the district. The Asso- The Adult Education Committee is
ciation also had a show-case at the conscious of the importance of suitable
railway scation at Broach containing literature for adults after they become
posters on different health subjects. literate. This literature must accord

[Bombay Information]. with the mental and emotional deve- 
-------  lopment of adults, their richer voca-

THE BOMBAY ADULT EDUCA- bulary' wider experience of life, special 
TION COMMITTEE interests in and attitudes towards the

real problems of existence, conditions 
Bombay City, 1940-41 governing their living in a city like

We congratulate the Bombay Adult ,suah «l«ing
Education Committee on the excellent ‘° f .  ° ,tha maSf  s' f„ tefere"ce , r , , . , was made in the last Annual Report torecord of work turned out by them as r> r n ■ , ,, f the Book Committee appointed by thea perusal of their 2nd Annual Report 4 . , . r .  ,■ -  . y Vnaan an  ui „ 7 Adult Education Committee, in order(1940-41) will convince anyone. We . . , . . „ „ . .., , .... , , to take steps to get such literatureare particularly gratified to note that , , • , r, £ . . produced with the co-operation ofquite a number of women m various . . .  Fi tVr ■ ,, ,,, eminent literary men and women. Thisgrades of life, especially Muslim women, c , ^  J ,i , £-  ̂ i • bub-Committee co-opted some writershave benefitted by their activities. , . . p. , , wl,LCls
We ace sure these good results have tak.'"g act've ‘"“ T ' ” SUch,llterature
been possible only through such materi- a"d languages,i i , , , . , A scheme has been prepared bv thpal help and hearty co-operation as the Committee for the id yf a
Comnuttee was able to get not only writers M sta„  wk* T e °
from the Government of Bombay, but i , c efflei r , will, of course, develop as the campaignalso from various other public bodies • , ipaign
in that citv progresses, experience accumulates and

writers come forward to take their 
Bombay has set an example of what proper share in the popular movement,

perseverance and patience can achieve With the help of these literary men
in India, and other provinces will do the Committee prepared manuscripts
well to emulate Bombay in this of a Hindi Primer and eight books for
respect. supplementary reading during the year
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Uffd®r feport and ^opes to Set almost reading for adults, the committee in-
a11 of them printed and published dur- tends to produce graded series of
mg the current year. books. Under the scheme, topics like
A Scheme of Books for supplement- personal hygiene, places of interest and

ary reading for New Adult Ul the <Tity and suburbs, hotels,
... . restaurants and roads of Bombay, lives

Cra 6S historical and religious persons and
With a view to providing suitable utility department have been selected 

literature for literacy and post-literacy ôr guidance of the writers.

ADULT EDUCATION IN CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 
(Kindly supplied by the Education Department)

A scheme for the establishment of 50 adult schools was sanctioned by the 
Provincial Government in 1937-38. The schools were started by local bodies 
with the approval and assistance of the Education Department, the grant paid per 
school per annum being Rs. 40 as detailed below: —

(i) Allowance to the teacher at Rs. 5 per mensem for 7 months 
in a year. (The adult schools remain closed during the 
hot weather and rains) _ Rs 35

(«) Contingencies r s 5

Total ... Rs. 40.
The adult schools usually meet in the evenings in the existing school build­

ings.

2. The following statement shows the number of adult schools started during 
the period 1st October, 1937, to 30th April, 1941, and the number that actually 
functioned.

, , , Nou.° f adldfc schools No., of adult schools
Year No. of adult which actually func- closed owing to poor

schools started. tioned for 7 months attendance during
during the year. the year.

1937- 38. 47 46 x

1938- 39. 47 30 17

1939- 40. 32 25 7

% 1940-41. 37 35 2
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As an experimental measure a syllabus for use in adult schools has also been recently sanctioned.

3. Adult education under the control of the local bodies has not evidently
progressed satisfactorily in this province, the. main reasons being (i) the lack of
sufficient funds (it) a not very encouraging response from the adults and also (m) 
lack of sustained interest on the part of the local bodies.

4. Some colleges and High Schools have also opened adult classes to remove 
illiteracy among adults. The number of such institutions is as given below:—

v  °f C?UI gf  , N° - ?f HiAh,Scho°ls for No. of High schools forYear. which started adult girls which started boys which started
masses. adult classes. adult classes.

1939- 40. 7 3 27

1940- 41. 5 2 13

5. The scheme of village public libraries started by this Department in 1928 
has however, taken root.

Altogether there are now 44 libraries attached to Indian Middle schools 
situated in the rural area under the control of the local bodies and an equal num 
ber of circulating libraries. The village adults avail themselves of the facilities 
thus afforded. These libraries help the cause of adult education to some 
extent.

IN BIHAR The movement retains its voluntary
Over Ten Lakhs Made Literate character. Except for a few organisers

wb° receive a small allowance for 
(From a Correspondent.) - supervision and a number of teachers

Ranchi. who receive a small capitation fee just 
The impressive progress made by enough to cover their out-of-pocket

the Mass Literacy Movement inaugu- expenses, the work is on a voluntary
rated in Bihar in April 1938 is shown basis. Students still form the bulk of
by the fact that 10,65,821 persons (in- volunteer-teachers. In the first year,
eluding 71,744 women) were made the burden of teaching work in rural
literate and 6,25,696 persons were areas fell on the teachers of primary
under instruction in a post-literacy schools, but with the concentration of
course up to the end of March, 1941. work in selected areas, the greater part
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of teaching work is now being perform- number under instruction in post-liter-
ed by non-teachers. In 1940-41, out acy course, 6,25,696 (figures not yet
of 23,480 volunteer-teachers only 6,569 complete), and total expenditure,
were teachers of primary schools. Vol- ^ s- 5,35,105 (out of Government funds
unteer-teachers are recruited from all s* 3*52,253 and Rs. 72,852 non-Govern- 
sections of village society. Arrange- nrent),
ments are being made to train them in Besides, there are literacy centres
the technique of adult teaching. in all the jails of the province and in

During the period between 1st the Central Jails, many prisoners have
April, 1939, and the 31st March, 1941, Passed Lower and Upper Primary ex­
various modifications were made in the animations. Thousands of chaukidars
scheme with a view to improving the ave a so ^een ma^e literate, 
supervision of the centres. Each in- During 1941-42, sixteen new thanas
tensive thana area was placed under have been selected for intensive work
the supervision of a sub-inspector of and literacy centres have been started
schools and under him organisers were in about 1,500 villages, 
appointed, each to look after 50 to 60 ~
centres Une °* t*ie lmPortant results of the

111 movement has been that it has suc-
With a view to preventing the new ceeded in stimulating the demand for 

literate relapsing into illiteracy, a three- primary education and in raising the
month post-literacy instruction was average daily attendance in the schools
provided after the completion of the of those areas where it has made head- 
pre-literacy course. Lately, a post- way.
literacy test has also been introduced. Ar*. • .After reviewing the progress so far

made, the Provincial Mass Literacy
Village Libraiies Committee has recommended to Gov-

An important feature of the cam- eminent that the Movement be con-
paign was the organisation of village tmYe an ain?.C0 °n the Present
libraries, 4,000 in 1939-40 and 2,000 in s“ le during 1942-43 be prepared. The
1940-41. A new series of library books Committee has also decided upon vari-
has now been prepared and proposals ous measuies e®*£ne to strengthen
are under consideration to improve the and advance the Movement’
working of these libraries. -------

The progress made in literacy work JODHPUR
during the last three years may be
summed up as follows. Education Department, Government

. _ * _ . , „  of Jodhpur, JodhpurNumber of intensive thanas 58,
number of centres in villages outside Adult Education in Marwar
intensive thanas, about 6,000, number This Department is trying to do
of persons made literate, 10,65,821, something in regard to the spread of
number of women made literate, 21,744, literacy among the adults in Marwar,
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We have 13 Night Classes for the the whole population is taken into con- 
city districts where adults read. The sideration. So calculated the percent-
Department is spending about Rs. 2,400 age of literates for males is 32.8 and for
p.m., for this purpose in part-time al- females 12.4. 
lowances.

A comparison of the literacy figures 
Besides this local bodies are also per miue shows that> next t0 Travan- 

conducting Night Classes for adult core (477) and Cochin (354) Baroda 
education and this department allows (229) ranks amongst the States and
them grant for the purpose from the provinces of India, followed by Bombay
Social Uplift Fund. Bengal and Madras.

For Female Adults we have a Literates in English now number
separate class attached to one of the 56,953 (52,300 males and 4,653 females)
city Girls’ Schools. There is also one These figures represent an increase of
Female Adult class attached to one of 77.9 per cent over the strength of Eng_
the aided Girls’ Schools in Jodhpur. lish literates in 1937 (73.1 per cent for
These women are taught, besides three ma|es and 1579 per cent fot females)_ 
R’s., some practical work such as 
sewing, knitting, laundry, etc., and they
are, after completing the course, em- IN SIND
ploved by the department if and when „, '  . , (United Press of India).there is any need.

Sd A P Cox Karachi, 7\[ov. 8.
Director of Education. The Government of Sind have an-

_____ nounced the details of the second lite­
racy campaign, which is to be launched 

SOME COMPARATIVE FIGURES from November 16 
IN STATES

There are now 6,52,975 literates , The camPalgn will be launched in 
(males 4,82,353, females 1,70,622) in “?e ruralareas’ and one taJuka in each 
the State, an increase of 50.2 per cent has been selected for the pur-
over the last Census figures. The P°Se: Each taluka will serve as a unit,
number of male literates has increased consisting o a group o adult educa-
, QC O . u-1 in. _  tion centres in suitable villages whereby 35.8 per cent while literacy amongst , 5 ,, , . 1 1 1  the rural reconstruction work has al-women has shown the remarkable pro- , , , T ,r ready been done. In these centres gress of 114.2 per cent. One out of . , , , ,, , t'enrres,
every three i, able to read and write, I T E T  " 'e , SC';°°1S be estab- 
whiie the female literacy ratio is one tste w LrL ma es ettveen the age of
in eight. The ranks of those who are 12 “nd/ 5 be T '« ht rMd‘"e 
only able to read (i. e., the partially women" lele W1 e no age limit for 
literate) have also increased from
1,02,7/8 to 1,60,515 (97,025 males and The heads of the various Govern-
63,490 females) or by 56 per cent. For ment departments have been asked to
calculating the pecentage of literacy direct their illiterate inferior staff to
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take advantage of the literacy drive education, besides doing propaganda 
and attend schools. The Director of work.
Public Instruction, Sind, has been ask- -r, , . . . . .  , , r
ed to prepare a ‘follow up’ scheme in . The ĉhe“ e which :s intended for
order to prevent the literates lapsing SIX “ °nths oldy and wl11 be applicable
into illiteracv t0 160 centres to begin with, will cost

*' the Government a sum of Rs. 24,366.
For each taluka unit a District The literacy campaign is to be launch-

Committee, consisting of both an offi- ed in the following taluka: Sujawal
cial and non-official element, has been (Karachi), Badin (Hyderabad), Moro
formed. The functions, of the Com- (Nawabshah), Sanghar (Thar Parkar),
mittees, whose Chairmen will be the Garhiyasin (Sukkur), Thul (Upper
District Magistrates, will be to collect Sind), Kambar (Larkana) and Sehwan
funds and stimulate general interest in (Dadu).

PALGHAT AND POLLACH1
Stj. M. N. Nair, M.A., LL.B., B.S.T.C.,

Director, Adult Harijan Night School, Pollachi and Manager,
Adult Harijan Night School, Pallatheri, Palghat.

In the sphere of adult education, the most difficult of all the problems is the 
education of the Harijans, who are steeped in ignorance, poverty and supersti­
tion. Of the Harijan adults 99% as well as their children have not heard what 
education is, besides they have been kept down by the high castes for about 1,000 
years, and to light the torch of knowledge among them is a herculean task.

1. Pallatheri Harijan Night School: With a view to improve the pitiable 
condition of the Harijans educationally, morally, socially and economically the 
Harijan Sevak Sangham was founded on 9th February, 1939, and a Night School 
was started from 1st March, 1939, with 30 students on the rolls. Very many 
adults are studying in the school. The present strength of the school is’ about 
100. The school is receiving aid from the Government. There are 4 teachers 
of whom 3 are trained and 1 untrained. The Headmaster is trained,—secondary 
grade.

No. of classes I to V as follows:

Total on the rolls on 1-9-41—101. Average attendance in percentage.
I Standard ... 28 March ... 4 95%

” ••• 30 APriI ... 52.5%
” ••• 24 May ... 47.5%

iVL ”  11 June ... 80 %
V ... 8 July ... 79 <£

Total . . . m  A"eUSt -  80 *
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Harijan Sevak Sangham Night School, Pollachi.
The Harijan Sevak Sangham Adult Night School at Pollachi was started on 

1st March, 1941, with 24 pupils on the rolls. At present the number of pupils on 
the rolls is about 80. There are 4 teachers of whom 3 are trained and one un­
trained. The School, though it was started this year, is already recognised by the 
Government. Though recognition is given to conduct up to V class, at present 
there are only three classes.

Month. Rolls. Average attendance. Total.
B—G B -G

March ... 60—24 37—17 54
April ... 60—24 46-19 „ 65
May ... 60—24 49-19 68
June ... 60—24 35—13 48
July ... 60—24 43-21 64
August ... 64—24 40—20 60

The School is progressing. The starting of another school is contemplated 
on 11th January, 1942, when Mr. P. M. Gopalakrishnan, Organising Secretary of 
the All India Adult Education Association has kindly consented to preside.

MADRAS CITY to help adults between the ages of 16
Details of New Centres a"d 40 pif and improve upon.what they had learnt some years ago,

M AD RAS, Dec. 1. and, though more difficult, it is worth-
The opening of 28 adult literacy while trying to educate illiterate adults

centres with 43 sections (22 for Tamil, between the ages of 16 and 40.” The
14 for Telugu and 7 for Urdu) in differ- adult education centi es will teach adult
ent parts of the City has been suggest- illiterates to learn the alphabet (Tamil,
ed by the Education Committee of the Telugu or Urdu as the case may be) in
Madras Corporation Council, in approv- a period of about a month or two, to
ing of the draft scheme of the Commis- sign their own names, to read short
sioner for Adult Education . stories, to read letters from relations

^  , , . _ mnnn • , and friends and write replies, to read
uto tie sumo s. , provn interesting newspapers and periodicals,

ed in the general budget for adult edu- and tQ make themselves useful and
cation, the Commissioner has proposed enllghtened citlzens 
an expenditure of Rs. 6,200 for running
adult literacy centres for a period of The Committee has requested the
four months. Pointing out the need Commissioner to give full publicity to
for adult education centres both for the proposal of opening adult educa-
literate and illiterate adults, he has tion centres by means of pamphlets,
stated that “ it is comparatively easy radio announcements, etc.
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Discussion at Mayor’s Conference scheme, he had classified illiterates
M a d r a s , Dec. 5. undei; two categories: total illiterates

and those who had lapsed into illite-
With a view to giving a further racy. An intensive course of training

impetus to the adult literacy campaign would be required in the case of the
in the City and inviting suggestions former. He was of the opinion that
from the public in respect of the scheme retired teachers could be employed for
of adult education which the Corpora- this work. The services of volunteers
tion has in hand, an informal confer- could be utilised for giving instructions
ence of individuals and representatives to those who had lapsed into illiteracy,
of organisations interested in the work He was also for taking only adults be-
was convened by Mr. V. Chakkarai tween the ages of 16 and 40 for the
Chetti, Mayor of Madras, last evening. purpose of the scheme.

The Mayor thanked all those who Mr. G. Harisarvothama Rao said
had responded to his invitation and that arrangements should be made to
pointed out the supreme need for train young men to conduct adult
liquidating adult illiteracy in the City. classes. Propaganda should be under-
He referred to the magnitude of the taken to induce adults to go to the
problem and said that the Corporation education classes 
had in hand a proposal for making an
earnest beginning towards its solution. Mrs. Ammu Swaminathan desired to
An attempt was made in this direction know whether the scheme formulated
last year; but the result was not by the Corporation had made provision
satisfactory. It was obvious that the ôr teacbiing adult women,
method adopted for imparting educa- The Mayor said that he would see
tion to children would not be suitable that women were also included in the 
in the case of adults. Some literature scheme, 
on the subject had been published.
He was anxious that the amount of Follow-up Work
Rs. 10,000 set apart for the purpose Rev. C. W. Ranson said that, in any
should be spent wisely and he was also scheme of adult education, three points
desirous of enlisting public co-opera- should be considered, namely, method,
tion for working the scheme success- staff and follow-up work. The Mis-
fully. sionary Education Council had already

Mr. N. Sankaran, Educational Offi- prepared a metho,d for teaching adults
cer of the Corporation explained based °,n thue s‘hame worked ,out bY
briefly the scheme the Corporation had Mr. Labauch. Follow-up work was
prepared for tackling the adult illite- very important and suitable literature
racy problem. ®hould be .produced The Christian

Literature Society had made a begin- 
ClassiHcation of Illiterates ning in this direction.

Mr. O. Pulla Reddi, the Commis- Srimathi Ambujammal pointed out
sioner, said that for the purpose of the that the Women’s Indian Association
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was running two centres. They found Therefore, the scheme of the Corpora-
that afternoons were best suited for tion could only be part of a scheme for
women. There were also girls between adult education. Other schemes should
the ages of 10 and 16, who had no edu- also be considered. Adults must be
cation, because they could not get made to realise that by becoming lite-
admission into Corporation schools. rates they would be able to do better
This class of illiterates had also to be in their respective jobs and earn a little
tackled. The time that had been fixed more than before. If they were able
for teaching adult men would not suit to evolve a good scheme, they would
women. find that, after.the first few years of

t, k a c • t , preparation, remarkable progress couldMrs. Ammu Swaminathan suggested be made F s
the utilisation of Corporation Reading
Rooms for conducting classes for Rev. Fr. S. Thomas said that, if the
women in the afternoons. ■- Government, for example, passed an

Mr. T. R. Kothandarama Mudaliar orde^ . thar a11 *be rickshaw pullers in
suggested that, besides having its own the Clty f ' 0ulf  know how t0 read and
scheme for adult education, the Cor- ,Wnte WIthu\  three years to obtain a
poration could give contributions to llCence’ g°°d progress could be R e ­
organisations engaged in the work. . ^ be ^ ay°r sa*d that all the sugges­

tions would be duly considered. He 
Mr. S. R. Ranganathan said that the then desired the appointment of a

question of age-limit would arise only Committee whose services he could
when classes got over-crowded. Of requisition for further consultation in
the 20 classes proposed to be started, the matter. This was agreed to and a
ten could De for women. In the case committee consisting of twenty mem-
of adults, teaching had to be related to bers (including three ladies) not con-
the vocation of the people if any result nected with the Corporation was
was to be achieved. He would there- formed.—The Hindu.
fore, suggest the selection of people — ----
belonging to a homogeneous set of TUTICORIN
professions for each course of training. Spiking at the Tamil Nad Women’s
Teachers selected for the work would Conference on 22nd November 1941 
also have to be given some kind of at Tuticorin, Mrs. Meenakshi Ammal 
preliminary training. emphasised the need for and moved a

Corporation Scneme Not Enough resolution urging that in every town
, adult schools and free reading rooms

Mr. K. V. Krishnaswami Aiyar said for women should be formed by the
that adult education had to be volun- municipalities for the exclusive use of
tary and not compulsory. With women as education and literacy of
twenty classes, each with 25 or 30 women alone could bring about the
adults, he did not know when they progress of the country. This was
would be able to reach all the two seconded by Mrs. Lakshimi Bharathi
Inkhs and odd of illiterates in the City. and carried.
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^ t u B e n t s  anB 3 B u lt © B ucation
Delhi Students’ Literacy League

It is now about three years that ready had an encouraging response from
the students of the Delhi Univer- the Harijans.
sity, under the auspices of the Delhi -ru , , ,
Students’ Literacy League have been Mandf SLC°n Ce,nt t̂' at t e  ̂meek
doing their bit towards imparting the “ “  .T *  ” amly for B“fr j . , , since the Commercial College, an
s L l Z  T l  t0 ,OWT  Institution Member of the Delhi Stu-
strata of society. We have a net-work dents’ Literacy League also showed an
ities " fa? hCentreS ln [he various local- intention of restarting their night schoolties of the city already functioning in che college and anoth * u“ “°°'
where for the most part voluntary centre very* ncar t0 the ^
workers from amongst the students do Mandir was opened by the Delhi Munt
the teaching work though we have at cipality in April 1941, we thought it
times to make payments to poor and better to merge our schooI jn « “
deserving workers to enable them to the Commercial College We have 
prosecute their studies further. since then, organised this Hteracy

The Literacy League originally was centre in co-operation with the Corn-
running three night schools, one at mercial College and the average atten-
Jhandewalan, Karol Bagh, the other at dance in the month of September was
Valmeek Mandir Daryaganj and the ^7 though the number of students on
third at Happy School, Kashmeri Gate. ro^ was The third centre is in the 
The pupils of the Jhandewalan Centre Happy School, Kashmeri Gate and is
were mainly stone breakers. Their going on well. The attendance per day
attendance at the school used to fluctu- there fluctuates between 22 to 26
ate between 15 to 45. We also found though the numbei of adults on roll
that these people had not made Delhi was ^  September,
their permanent home. They were the In June the Literacy League started
residents of the neighbouring villages a summer-vacation Literacy Campaign
and had come to stay in Delhi and We were very fortunate in having it
taken up some work here for a few inaugurated by a person of the eminence
months when they had nothing else to of Dr. Zakir Husain. Dr. Zakir Husain
do in their own villages, after which very kindly consented to address meet-
they again went back to their homes. ings of students in t&e five colleges, viz
Thus these people seldom attended the the Hindu College, Arabic College
school regularly for the whole term. Ramjes Callege, Ramjas Inter College
We therefore thought it better to shift and the Commercial College, which
the school to a place, the adults of had already become institution Mem-
which could come for a greater number bers of the Delhi Students’ Literacy
of days to the school. Accordingly we League. Dr. Zakir Husain in his lec-
have taken this school to Gutdwara tures explained to the students the
Road, Karol Bagh, where we have al- utility and importance of this kind of
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work and the place it occupies in the the Government very close to it.
scheme of our national reconstruction. Though we started with 7 students
He also dwelt at length on the responsi- the response gradually has been ex-
bilities the educated people owed to tremely encouraging. At present the
their less fortunate brethren who were total number of students on roll is 110
deprived of the blessings of education and more than 80 people attend the
and even of literacy. The only way, school daily. The second school started
Dr. Zakir Husain went on, in which we in Summer vacation is in Subzimandi.
can discharge our heavy responsibility T .. . . . ,. , , • j , It was originally started in the Birlais by bringing some light and cheer in , n ,  ̂ ., j ,, j , > v r , i  ̂ High School. But unfortunately thethe dull and drab lives of the illiterate b , . , _ , , L. ,i c u-u -i i , , attitude of the Secretary of the Birlapeople. Dr. Sahib thus exhorted the ..... , , , , , ,i . . A< Mills has not been very helpful. I hestudents to sign literacy pledges pro- c , . n . , \
raising to make at least one person S* of the Birla Mills as soon as
literate during the long vacation. He got ' the ,matter PUV ° him, /disaUowed 
the pledges distributed to the students US, the, f e °f tbe Scb°o1 bml^ nt
and requested them not to fill them on sch°o1 for the last J evr m°"tbs haS ,h^
the spot but to think over what he had an average attendance of 43 with 66
said for about a week and if after a people on roll. It has now been shifted 
week’s deliberation they found them- to the house of L. Phoolchand Jain a
selves in a position to take up some respectable resident o u 21 man l.
work, they may send their pledges duly ^lie third literacy centre las een
filled and signed to the General Secre- started in the Reclamation Colony m-
tary of the league, In all we recieved habited mainly by persons of the cn-
123 pledges from the students. The minal tribe. The response from them
General Secretary then approached all 1S quite encou0raging , to ^ ltb' In 
the students who were to remain in t h e  month of September 1941,24 people
Delhi during the vacation from amongst were on roll with an average daily
the pledgees. He enquired from them attendance of 18.
as to whether they would appreciate Apart from teaching the three R’s
if some new night schools were started we have also been imparting to our
and they worked there. He received adult students the elements of educa-
quite heartening replies from a great tion. In every literacy centre we have
majority of them. Three new schools weekly meetings. Our adult pupils
were therefore opened in July, one in entertain such meetings with stories
New Delhi, the second at Subzimandi and songs. The teachers then enlighten
and the third at the Reclamation the students on any of the subjects,
Colony. Our New-Delhi centre is in like personal and community hygiene,
the Ramjas School, Doctor’s Lane. This local administration, the Municipality,
school has been started with the aim Post Office, Police, etc. etc., so as to
of serving the chaprasies and daftaries create civic sense in them and to make 
who have their quarters provided by them better citizens. To give them

----------- ----------------------------  news of the week, the Publication Com-
*Peons. mittee of the Literacy League brings
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weekly wall papers’ in both Hindi and Committre, Bihar, Head Master Gov-
Urdu giving them important news. ernment Normal School, Gakkhar, the
These wall papers are proving very Editor, Indian Journal of Adult “Educa-
useful and have already become quite tion,” Secretary Sikh Adult Literacy
popular. Committee, Lahore, and the Jamia

t  i Millia Islamia, Delhi. The LiteracyTo sum up, we have at present , , , . T _. ' y
j:‘ r ■ , week and the All-India Literacy Exln-iive literacy centres of our own with . . .  , , . J , ,or-n I, ■ , bition was opened and inaugurated byover 250 pupils on roll, two night T i c „ ttj , „ y
schools are run by our Institution Mem- Mr' J°hn Sargent Educational Commis-
bers, the Arabic College and the Com- ^  W1 ^  Govern“ e; n of India'
mercial College; three night schools Messages were received from persons
started by the New Delhi Social Service °f T* emiÎ n' e °f Su' Maunce Gwyer
League are organised and inspected andShree M. S. Aney. An impressive
by our workers; and lastly we have students procession was also taken out
been successful in persuading the Delhi *n .that week was.led by Slr J‘ R
Municipal Committee, (through the keen T T a Minister
and kind interest Khan Saheb All U. P., Sir Raza All, M. L A., addressed
Ahmad Jaffery, Superintendent Muni- T  meetmg w T  1 was formed by the
cipal Education has shown in this work termination of the procession ,n the
ever since he came to Delhi,) to start Mun,cipal Garden.
16 night schools one in each ward of A summer-vacation literacy cam-
Old Delhi. paign was also organised in June 1941,

The Delhi Students’Literacy League an aCCOUrlt °,f wbich has already been
has also been making efforts to popular- glVen ‘n the b°dy 0t thlS rep°r t  These
ise literacy work in Delhi. In Nov»m- campai^ns’ demonstrations and func-
ber 1940 we were given a stall in 'the T  M Tv u ”  7 °  Wf ? ‘
Swadeshi Meena Bazar organized by T ,  * th®l, 8 u to * * * * * *  
the Delhi Women’s League In that fl>e lamentable magnitude of illiteracy
stall we exhibited some books and “  T  P°Pulatl°n C,°nvince them
charts that had proved very useful in ° T  ul^Lnc-v anc utility of literacy
our work. We had also specially pre- work; secondly they make people know
pared some maps to illustrate the pro. 1 ' ..... e toits are being made, liow-
gress of literacy among males as well ,nd may
as among females in India. A “no f  the problem and if

i • . „ , they choose they can with profit castthumb impression campaign was also • • , ■ , cast, , i , . V j their weight with us.launched and our girl students were
able to teach to 256 lady visitors how
to write their names. A literacy week TAMBARAM, MADRAS,
was celebrated in February 1941. Along The Rural Service League, Madras 
with it an All-India Literacy Exhibition Christian College, Tambaram.
was also organised. Exhibits were re- About four months ago an intro-
ceived from the Education Expansion ductory meeting was held in each Hall 

ffice, (J. P., Secretary, Mass Literacy of the College when the aim of the
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League and plans for work were dis- Thiruvenjeri work has progressed
cussed. The result was the continua- much this year. There was a meeting
tion of the work of four groups this at the beginning of the second term
year, one each at Selaiyur, Heber, Hogg when the League distributed books to
Villa and St. Thomas’s, with an average poor and deserving students The
of 30—40 in each group. Selaiyur Hall Youth League here has put up a roomy
works in Selaiyur village and *cheri, thatched hut for its meeting place, night
Hogg Villa in Mappedu village and school and reading room,
cheri, St. Thomas’s in Irambuliyur and T ,
Heber in Thiruvenjeri village and cheri. n t ie nig it sc Tool of Irambuliyur
Every member of the League gives up consi eia e time is given to teaching
one evening for village work, visiting 5 ie ,V.1 a&ers 10W to pay games, keep
the village from 4-30 to 6-30 p. m. so healt^  and clean’ etc-
that every village and cheri is visited
by 4 or 5 students every day who on The following is taken from the
their return make a written report to latest report a? given in the December
their group secretary. Each group issue of the Madras Christian College
meets once a week or fortnightly and Magazine: —
discusses the consolidated report pre­
sented by the Secretary. ^ be Dague extended its services to

two more places, Mattucheri and 
The September number of the Chris- Kadapperi. 

tian College Magazine further makes
reference to the successful functioning blve schools are functioning
of Youth Leagues in villages. In now. The Each-one-teach-one’ scheme
Selaiyur increased attendance at the ?n some schools, and the relay system
day school is attributed to the work of *n some otber schools are being follow-
the Youth League there. At an enter- ed' all the night schools are
tainment that was held in the village run by voll->nteers from the villages
school members of the League distri- themselves. For want of volunteers
buted books, slates, etc., to the poor *n Irwnbuliyur village two teachers of
students. The Youth League maintains tbe District Board School were request-
a reading room for which they are buy- t0 run tbe n^ht school for a nominal
ing their own Tamil papers in addition fee of Rs. 6 p.m. But as this paying
to the used papers and Journals that system is affecting the voluntary system
are being received by them from the *n tbe otber villages, efforts are being
members of the League. Thus a night tnade to convert the Irumbuliyur Night
school for the English-speaking people School also into a voluntary institution,
has come into being. The Youth To enc°urage the voluntary teachers,
League guarantees an audience and special weekly tuition in English and
members of the R. S. League arrange other subjects is given to them.
useful weekly lectures._____________  Almost a|| tbe have rca(Jin8

*Cheri is that part of the village where rooms. The League has presented
depressed classes live them with books on hygiene and poul-
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S i  , T^rS', Barnes Send,S regularly gress> and more than 170 adults, boys
eight Tamil magazines to these villages and girls, have become literate since
while students provide periodicals. 1939. The adults have been helped to

Lectures on Health are arranged !!,CUre emPloyment  ̂ in the mills,
with the co-operation of the Youth ^ hr°ugh the good 0ffices of boys
League as also periodical entertain- , ° are tIle Municipal Councillors for 
merits. A group of women students 1̂6 wa.r s! s r̂ee  ̂ lighting and other
is visiting Mappeducheri regularly. amenities have been extended to the
They will soon begin sewing classes for f T  aiea‘ Thelr social betterment
the older girls in the cheri ias oeen so marked that the relations

of these villagers living in neighbouring 
Note: The Rural Service League cheris are seeking help in this direction 

has on hand a many-sided programme and a mass conference of six Harijan
related to Rural Reconstruction of villages is being organised this month
which Adult Eduction is one. But is to concert measures for the advance-
not the whole programme in essence ment of the whole community.
Adult Education? They budgeted
Rs. 600 this year of which Rs. 300 The work by the students and a few
were collected by monthly subscrip- members on the staff has been going
tions from students and staff and on for a little over eight years." Mr.
Rs. 300 from a concert organised this P. M. Gopalakrisbnan of the Indian
term. Students and members of the Adult Education Association visited
college staff are to be heartily con- this village for a second time on 11-12-
gratulated upon their achievements. 1941 addressing large groups of men
(Information culled from the Septem- and womem showing them multi-col-
ber and December numbers of the oured posters on the educational needs
Christian College Magazine by P. M. of the country. The adult literacy
Gopalakrishnan, Pudukottah.) work was tried in Arunthiyar Lane and

_____ Haripura cheri in both of which there
are one hundred and twenty literates

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS AND T V  Exacting de“ ands on the time
« ITFRACY WORK ~ of the students and their guides and
LJl 1 JtfKACY WORK, the slowness of the people to respond to

Union High School, Coimbatore dlC CaU, °f Service’and financial difficul­ties make continuation of the work in
The following paragraph is re- ad Ullages impossible. Notwithstand-

produced from the latest Report of the ’ng *^ese Pm Rations, thanks to the un-
School:— ostentatious leader, Mr. M. J. Sargu-

„T , nam, M. A., L. T., Headmaster of the
In close cooperation with the School, and his resourceful Associate

Junior Red Cross are run both Scout- Mr. Rajanayagam, the noble work goes
mg and a Social Service League. The on. With such steady training the
Harijan Night School at Pappanicken- Union High School is sure to turn out
Pa ayam has been making good pro- worthy servants of the country.
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QUEEN MARY’S COLLEGE mers are often borrowed by the Rick-
MADRAS. shawmen anxious to make themselves

„ literate and are usually not returned.
Social Service League. Those who can already read a little

The League runs a part time School usually return the books and borrow
with a paid trained teacher. This was fresh ones. There are twenty regular
a night school for a number of years borrowers. Others in the cheri also
but since July of this year has been make use of the books borrowed by
converted into a day class since black- their neighbours.
out restrictions interfered with the Literacy t e s t Twice literacy tests
working of the night school. There were held and books given away to
are 30 names on the roll and the those who could read them.
average attendance is above 20 every
day. The majority of those receiving The League holds Bhajans where
instruction are between 12 and 20 years stories are told, and meetings held in
of age. They are not in a position to which talks are given on diet, clean-
attend a regular school because they iiness, etc., not less than once a month
are too old and such as have to earn usually. Adults and children attend,
their daily bread, and could only utilise the usual attendance varying between
their leisure. 80 to 120 of which 30 to 40 will be

A sewing and singing class for girls adults, 
and women is also held five days in the . . .
week; this class has been regularly held Thf  worb IS reported t0, be “ P“ -
only since July this year. The attend- 2ntal mamly t0 ? ain ,studf tS- The„„„ • r _  o ti League consists large y of studentan ce varies from 8 to 24. The average , . s , , ,,i , , membership, and members on the statrattendance may be taken as 10. r , ^  „ .of the College, home years ago the

The League has about a hundred League brought out two leaflets in
books, simple stories, readers and Tamil Tamil on Birds and Fishes for use in
magazines. These are lent out to any talks and distribution to the cheri folk,
who can make use of them. Pri- (Culled from a report letter.)

15oofe B euietu  S e c t io n

Deepak- A Fortnightly Journal for knowledge of reading and writing.
Bombay Adults : Published by The style and the contents of the first
the Adult Literacy Committee, number are well-designed to serve the
Bombay. cause it means to promote. The type
I was very much impressed with the is clear and bold and does not show

fortnightly magazine called ‘Deepak’ through. I wish this new periodical a
which means a light to literacy.’ I am long and successful life,
sure this paper will be very popular
w ith  adults  w h o  h a v e  a tta in ed  a fa ir  R- M . AND HARE.
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Pushpa—Published monthly for the All little booklets, some of which have
India Children’s Association, ‘Gulis- dccn noticed in out pages before,
tan,’ Khar, Bombay 21. Annual Lord Baldwin’s presentation of the
subscription Rs. 2 only. Englishman renders further distinction

to the whole series.
We have received the November

issue of this journal for review. We are ° etter writer could have been
glad to see among the editors the SeCUred for, ?ealin* with the Enghsb-

. names of Mrs. Hansa Mehta and Mrs. man’ a subject not easy to portray
Krishna Hutheesingh. These names f  trsfactor. y! Lord Baldwin has
naturally make one expect to find a , ght  t0 h,1S task kl? USual facility of
very high standard of suitable materials langUage and somet,hl^ 1 of that air of
for child ren. We regret however non-attachment, which he manages to
that this hope is not borne out alto- g,V6 t0 f  Ven h!S moStA calculated writ-
gether in the number under review. !ngf and sPeeches. As one reads what

he has to say it is difficult to avoid the 
It is not easy to determine what feeling that the book is really address- 

ages of children this number set out to ed to the people across the Atlantic,
serve. It has poems and stories, which The whole series, of course, is meant
seem to be suitable for children of to be subtly propagandist, but Lord
tender years. There are other articles Baldwin makes this volume unoffend-
however, in which difficult terms such ingly so.
as “auto-suggestion,” “micro-organ­
isms,” “communicable diseases,” and We hope that many Indians will
words like “adage,” and “congregate” read this book, among other foreigners,
are used. Perhaps the editors were It is seldom that we in this country get
preoccupied when matter for this the opportunity of contemplating the
number was got ready for the Press! Englishman shorn of his political and

D , . . , other dominating associations withPushpa has some attractive draw- r ti • ■ , , ,• „ , ... . • , , India. I his is essential for understand­ings and illustrations and seems to be • wuu
w’ell-supplied v, ith advertisements. We
trust that the management can give  ̂do not think you can begin to
closer attention to the need for secur- understand England and her people,”
ing more carefully-written and graded says Lord Baldwin, “unless you re­
articles for children. The contribu- alise the peculiar environment in which
tions from youthful writers are in their development proceeds. So long
themselves praiseworthy. as the sea was an inviolable boundary,

_____ so long the Englishman felt secure, and
T, v D n TI human nature is such that it does not

' J t ' t n Z  yd m - tRtT 0n;bl e ^  'on* for a man to attribute thatthe Earl Baldwin: Published for The desirable state of things to Ins own
British Council by Longmans Green ability and foresight rather than to
& Co.-pp. 3«-lsh. nett. Providence. Hente it is not difficult
This attractively got-up series has to imagine the growth of a certain 

given to foreign readers many useful appearance of complacency and a pleas-
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ing sense of superiority over those mind. This inability may look to the
countries which have failed to take clear logical mind as arising either from
similar precautions for their own sheer stupidity or from a diabolical
safety.” cunning: I don’t believe it is either.

In addition to this factor the author J?® asking himself where his duty
holds as essential influences the “native
temper and disposition” of the English- Lord Baldwin refers to the capacity
man which is conscious of the mystery for co-operation. self-government,, 
of ife, and tends to cherish a sense of friendliness and considerateness, which
dependence on a higher power, God.” he believes the Englishman possesses
He maintains that the Englishman in exceptionany full measure. To
seeks to reconcile his conduct to what members of races sub]ect to the domin-

he believes is the will of God i.e to ance of Britain it wilI seem very dlffi.
reckon his conduct by a standard of cult> almost lmpossiblei to believe all
right and wrong. that be would have us beiieve! Yet it

A ‘dread of excess and a desire of must not be forgotten that he is pro-
compromise,’ the author traces to the bably thinking of the Englishman at his
same island isolation. best, probably with a picture of himself

, , , . . .  .. before his sub-conscious mind andToleration brought with it a dis- . <■ , .T , , , therefore, we must give him a patienttrust of enthusiasm and what we call , r •,, ,, „ , , . , f , and so far as in us lies a judicious hear-tall talk, and a kind of humorous „ . ... , , ..r ■ , , ing. The Englishman is fundamentallycynicism, lather superficial than pro- ?. „ . , , Jr i o £ i u  a friendly human creature whose dreamfound. But superficial, indeed, would , , , , , f » ,, .i i , r •, ,  ̂ ,. is always a brotherhood of man. Andbe the observer who failed to realise a . , .  .■  ̂ „  r . i t- i- i I .*  c m his child-like way he beheves thatcertain temper of the English which of- , •, r , , , dreams sometimes come true,ten and tor long lies apparently dormant
but is always ready to shoot up from the Here are two of the many passages
depths: with a capacity for fervid con- which make it a pleasure to read this
viction it is the temper of the crusader: little booklet.
it may take a religious, a political, a , ,
social form, or, when it is most formid- The man wlfhout humour is liable
able, all th ese  at o n c e .”  t0 ,ose hls sense of Proportion , and if

you lose your sense of proportion, you 
“Often consciously, as often uncon- see everything awry. Wit is a rare

sciously, in seeking to reconcile Con- gift with us: humour is everywhere. I
duct and Duty, he cannot make up his think I spoke truly in Canada last
mind as to action, private, political, or spring when I said: “Wit is of the
international, until he has satisfied him- intellect, but humour is of the heart,
self that the action is right and that he You may pity humanity, you may hate
can see it as his Duty. In the world as it but humour is a saving grace: humour
we know it, such issues are seldom can only exist with love for your kind,
clear-cut, and he is often apt to waver, a°d even behind the laughter there
to appear to be unable to make up his are often tears.” Understand English
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humour, and you have gone a long way Chapters 3 and 15 are particularly
to understanding the Englishman. ’ valuable. Chapter 3 deals with the

“Yet this starange individual, whose absence of the and a. This is one of 
home is his castle, who hates inter- the most difficult things for our coun-
ference, who- cares little for what trymen to understand and Dr. Parker
others may think of him—nothing of ^as done well to deal with the subject
what the foreigner may think and little at some length. He has given a good
enough of the opinion of his neigh- many examples which are very helpful,
hour,— has been a pioneer in co-opera- Chapter 15 gives a good many exam-
tion and to-day is leading the way in pies of usage. These set in the contex
unselfish effort to better the conditions grammar should prove particularly
of life in all its aspects for his fellow useful to the Indian student.
men' „ Exercises given at the end of cer-

In our next issue we hope to review tain topics are of great value.
four more booklets of this series. _.

1 he language used is simple and
___  ' within the comprehension of students

, T ,  . r. 7-/ i_ r r j  J  n  1 o f  High School classes. TeachersWritten English: by Edward Parker, whose business it is to help student5 to
M.A., Ph.D., published by Longman s master grammar and usage win find it

ofo°o’ ’ Bombay- pP' 454’ worth their while to make use of this price Rs. 2/8/0. book.
This book has been specially pre- G_ p BUXI.

pared for Indian students. The author
has drawn upon the fruit of 16 years of re&ret that a good deal of liter­
teaching English to Indian students. ature sent by the Jamia Millia, Delhi, 
It has, therefore, many features to ^as îaĉ  to be held over. We hope to
commend it to the Indian desirous of review this in our next issue,
using the English language correctly. Editor.

H a te  JI3etos

MYSORE STATE ADULT T. Krishnamurthy, Secretary.
LITERACY COUNCIL _

a • , , j . Tj . , An Executive committee consistingA meeting held at Bangalore on t .Tr _ _O , u m n , ? x r of the vice-president, Mr. W. G. Eagle-2nd December, 1941, resolved to form _ „  TT b,r -  ̂ , -*yr c. t •, ton, as Chairman, W. H. Hanuman-ltself into the Mysore State Literacy . „  n „ . _
Council and elected the following G- *• Ranf 5wa7  and T-rr , Krishnamurthy, was formed,otnce-bearers.

Rajasevasakta B. N. Srikantia, Pre- It was resolved to request Govern­
m ent, ment to depute an officer of the Edu-

ProfessorW. G. Eagleton, Vice-Pre- cation Department as the organiser of 
sident, the Council.
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A budget for Rs. 37,000 for the next South India to organise a mass literacy
six months was approved. This sum campaign, with the active co-operation
should enable the Council to make at of the University Union and the City
least 10,000 persons literate during the Municipal Council
summer. The State literacy Council is look-

Persons interested in literacy work _ x i , > • „ „ _ ■ i, , ing forward to launching a state-widein the state will kindly write to the  ̂ ._ . , , ,  o A ti  literacy campaign during the summer
Secretary of the Mysore State Adult vacation and hopes to bring the know-
Literacy Council, The University, ledg£ of the three R’s. to at ieast
Mysore. 10,000, adult illiterates of the State.

ORGANISER APPOINTED
The services of Mr. S. V. Srinivasa BIHAR

Rao, B.A., B.T., have been lent to the The Secretary Provinciai Mass Lit-
Council as its otganiser. eracy Committee, Bihar, Patna, requests

Mr. S. V. Srinivasa Rao, is a well all organisations in India engaged in
known educationist of the State. He adult education activities to send their
has been the secretary of many Kar- reports and other publications to him
nataka Sanghas in the State and is at on exchange basis. The Bihar Corn-
present the Secretary of the Mysore mittee has decided to start an Adult
City Literacy Council. With his as- Education Information Bureau and
sistance, Mysore was the first City in Library for their Province.

TEN MARKS OF AN EDUCATED MAN BY ALBERT EDWARD
WIGGAM.

1. He keeps his mind open to every question until all the evidence is in.
2. He alway listens to the man who knows.
3. He never laughs at new ideas.
4. He cross-examines his day-dreams.
5. He knows his strong point, and plays it.
6. He knows the value of good habits and how to form them.
7. He knows when to think and when to call in an expert to think for him.
8. You can’t sell him magic.
9. He lives the forward-looking, outward-looking life.

10. He cultivates a love for the beautiful.
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I FOR TEACHERS
Modern School Organization

By H. G. S'lEAD, Ph.D., M.Sc., F.C.P, Demy 8vo. 388 pp. with 52 diagrams 
and tables. 9s. 6d.

r"PHIS new book will prove of the utmost value to teachers, teachers-in-training, 
educational administrative officers, and also to all who are interested in modern 

education—its progress in the past, its position today, and its aims and aspirations 
for the future. The book deals with every phase of school organization and working.
Principles of leaching Method with Special Reference 

to Post-Primary Education
By A, PINSENT Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 400 pp. 10s. 6d.A  BOOK embodying the latest ideas on educational theory and practice. h

Groundwork of Educational Theory
By T. S ROSS. Crown 8vo. 256 pp. About 6s.

A  NEW book for teachers in training and educational psychologists.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS

ADULT LITERACY M ANUAL SN HIND!

Edited by '<

RANJIT M. CHETS1NGH, M.A.

6 Chapters by experienced educationists 

Invaluable for Workers and Promoters in Hindi-reading Centres 

38 large pages, 0/1/9 Post Free

Thanks to the generosity of the Indian Literature Fund!

MISSION PRESS, JUBBULPORE, C. P.



VOL* SI! NO. 3
T H E  I N D I A N  J O U R N A L

OF

A D U L T  EDUCATION

(RECOGNISED BY THE INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
AS ITS OFFICIAL ORGAN).

Approved for use by educationists and institutions by the Governments 
of Baroda, Bihar, C. P., Delhi, Gwalior, Mysore, N. W. F. P., Orissa,

Punjab, Sind, U. P., and others

APRIL, 1 9 4 2  '

EDITOR:RANJIT M. CHETSINGH.
FRIENDS’ SETTLEMENT. HOSHANGABAD. C. P



THE INDIAN JOURNAL OF ADULT EDUCATION 

Editor:
Ranjit M. Chetsingh, M.A. (PUNJAB), TEACHER’S DIPLOMA (LONDON), 

TUTOR’S DIPLOMA IN ADULT EDUCATION (U. C., NOTTINGHAM).
Advisory Board of Editors:

A. N. Basu, M.A., Calcutta.
R. D. Choksi, M.A., Bombay.
E. W. Franklin, M.A., M.Sc., Nagpur.
P. M. Gopalakrishnan, Pudukotah.
Sajjad Mirza, M.A., Hyderabad.
B. C. Mukerji, M.A., Calcutta.
H. A. Popley, B.A., Erode.
S. R. Qidwai, New Delhi.
H. B. Richardson, M.A., Indore.
Miss R. Ure, B.A., S.T.B., Nagpur.

BUSINESS NOTICE
The Journal is published 6 times in the year—in the first week of each 

even month.
All contributions should be written (preferably typed) on one side of 

the page only and should reach the Editor by the 25th of each even month 
for inclusion in the next issue.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Rs. 2-8-0 per annum. Single copy Rs. 0-8-0,
Foreign: Empire: Four shillings 6 pence or Three Rupees, 

Others : Six shillings or Three Rupees Eight annas.

RATES OF ADVERTISEMENT 
(Payable in Advance)

Full Page Half Page Quarter Page 
Back Cover Page ... Rs. 24 'Rs. 13 Rs. 7
Inside Cover Page ... Rs. 20 Rs. II Rs. 6

per single insertion
A rebate of 25% and 124% in the above rates will be allowed for adver­

tisements entering into yearly and half-yearly contracts respectively. En­
quiries regarding further particulars solicited.

Printed by J. W. Robinson, at the Lucknow Publishing House, Lucknow, and Published 
by Ranjit M. Chetsingh. Friends’ Settlement, Rasul ia, Hoshangabad, C, P.



CONTENTS

§  Page.
Editorial Notes ... ... ... ^

Illiteracy and A. R. P. ... ... ... 2

Adult Education in Bengal ... ... ... ... 2

Adult Literacy work among Women in the Madura and Ramnad Districts ... 8

Education in India (1937-38) ... ... ... . 20

Adult Education in Other Lands:

In Wales ... ... 1 ^

English Settlements ... ... ... ... ^

Adult Education and Post-war Reconstruction ... ... 26
Cavalcade of Culture ... ... ... ... 26

News from Far and Near:

Work of the Organising Secretary in South India ... ... ... 27

Bengal ••• ... ... ... 19

Bihar ... ’ ... ... ... ... 21

Bombay ... ... ... ... 25

Madras ... ... ... ... 26

Hyderabad ... ... ... 07

U- P- .....................................  ....................27
Palghat ... ... ... 27

Mangalore ... ... ... 9g

News and Notes ... ... ... ... 29

Students and Adult Education ... ... ... 3q

Book Review Section ... ... ... 30



THE INDIAN JOURNAL
OF

ADULT EDUCATION

VOL. 3 } APRIL 1942 |  NO. 3

dEUitorial B o t e s .
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS us a postal money order promptly. If you

c . .. , . , , have found the Journal helpful or of
Subscribers are hereby reminded in terest, p iease secure o ther writers>

that  m case of non-delivery of their subscribers and advertlsers for us.
copy of this journal by the 15th of
the month in which it is due they Thank you.
Should write to this Office without ALL INDIA ADULT EDUCATION CQNFER- 
delay. Complaints of non-delivery ENCE
reaching us after the 21st of the month
in which the journal is due will not be The third Conference of the All
entertained. Normally copies are des- India Adult: Education Association
patched before the end of the first has been P°stP°ned sine die” reads an
week in each even month. announcement of the Hony. General

Secretary, All-India Adult Education 
When notice of the expiry of your Association, 134-6, Apollo Street, Fort, 

subscription reaches you, please send Bombay.

L  v/SIUteracp anD a . Ift. jg>.
THE STUMBLING-BLOCK

By M rs. Savithri Ra ja n , B.A.

Weakness in the body politic con- in individuals and governments who
fronts the people of India at every turn. think that adult education is an illusion,
ft gnaws the bud of improvement and Their logic is to get the child into 
uplift, and saps away the energy. The school, to care for the youngest genera-
outstanding disease is the illiteracy of a tion, and see that he becomes literate
La®c Pel'centage of our population. and when he grows up into an adult,
Whatever sphere of social uplift one then the percentage will be higher,
uiay aim at, every sphere converges Surely as future citizens they deserve
T?fards fh® °ne great stumbling-block all care, but if the present adults re-

lhteracy. There have been sceptics main uncared for their illiteracy will



only pull down the rise year after year pathetically ignorant of what they had
and a worthy rise cannot be visualised to do to protect themselves and their
till some six to eight decades hence. children. They could not easily distin-
Then the present illiterate adult po- guish between the alarm siren and the
pulation will vanish from the world. all-clear siren ! To educate them to
Are we pepared to wait till then? the sense of their danger and responsi-

To-day the war is at our door. Al- billty’ unTdTer tbe condltions’ becomes
most all great cities and coastal towns almost a herculean task Their ignor-
are exposed to danger. With danger ance 'n the use and abjusje °f facih’
looming in the Eastern horizon the tI6S °f precaUtl0nS Pro^ e d f°r them
city of Madras becomes a theatre for '  1SLSO great that °ne wonders what use
very serious and practical precautionary tbf 2 mllbonS " OIJ d when India S

t i  a  d  o  u   ̂ i  ̂ defence has to be faced,measures. 1 he A. R. P. began by try­
ing to reach the entire population An impending danger has brought
through the printed word. Posters, in many an awakening in its wake; so
handbills and booklets were printed also we are tempted to feel that at
attractively and circulated, but they just least now, we will all agree that every
proved the landscape to the blindman’s adult citizen has and can claim the
eye ! The printed word could not produce primary right of being literate and that
any reaction on the hundreds of poor folk his government should stand by him to
in the slum areas. They remained fulfil this claim.

^ /atmit (Etmcation in 'Bengal
By H. S. M. Is h a q u e , I. C. S.

[We consider it a privilege to be able to is the basis of the  folk schools of Hol- 
share with cur readers scmethingof the in- land and Denm ark and the Continua- 
spiration and sacnficial spirit in which the , , , ,
Dhector of Rural Reconstruction in Bengal t ion  sch ools  o f  o th e r  w e s te rn  cou n tries ,  
approaches his task. Editor ] Ability to  re ad  and w r i te  and som e

amount of elementary knowledge on 
Adult education in this province has the part of pupils is taken for granted.

been fighting a very uphill battle, in- In India) however, the problem is
deed- entirely different. Here we have to

But what do we mean by adult deal with people who are totally illiter-
education exactly, may perhaps be ex- ate and appallingly ignorant. There
plained first. In Europe adult educa- are, therefore, two schools of thought,
tion implies almost exclusively the one who think that adult education is
advancement of learning or the lm- synonymous with literacy and another
provement of the stock of knowledge who believe that liquidation of ignor-
of those adults who, for some reason or ance alone is real adult education and
other, have not had the good fortune that literacy is not essentially necess-
of receiving a very high standard of ary.
education in their ^childhood. That The Board of Education set up by
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the Central Government, however, say cation in Bengal which may be briefly
that adult education is “a branch of summarised thus :—
social reconstruction and that its two
components, literacy and post-literacy, Apart from casual and insignificant
cannot, in the present condition of the efforts made here and there few people
country, be separated.” My own view *n ®enf?al knew or heard much of adult
is in complete accord with that of the education till 1936. In that year the
Central Board. I do not think that Rev. Bilash Chandra Mukherjee with
mere literacy can mean real adult some other eminent educationists like
education nor do I believe that liquida- Prof. Basu and others constituted the
tion of ignorance alone can do so. The Bengal Adult Education Association
two must go together. Adults must be with headquarters at College Square,
taught not only to read and write but Calcutta. About the same time the
also given a fair amount of useful know- present writer then Subdivisional Of-
ledge particularly about matters of ficer of Sirajganj, and Mr. T. I. M.
immediate concern to their present and Nurannabi Chaudhuri, I.C.S., then Col-
future. Their latent curiosity must be lector of Bogra, took up adult educa-
aroused and their mental faculties de- t ôn seriously and made it the most
.veloped atleast to some extent. They important item of their rural recontruc-
should be taught to think for them- t ôn programme. The rural reconstruc-
selves and taught enough to become *-ion drive was gaining momentum and
free from the risk of relapsing into several executive officers of the Govern-
illiteracy again. Much of this is of course ment were taking increasing interest,
relative. But if reasonably useful re- Particular, the work done in the
suits are to be obtained, in my opinion, Sirajganj Subdivision, w7here as many
the adults must be kept attached to the as 2,000 adult schools with over a lac
school atleast for one year. And since PuPils were established and as much
most adults cannot attend school every as -̂s- 42,000 collected by doles to
day or throughout the ye ar, they will, in finance them, created a real stir in the
practice, need proper schooling for province. Rural reconstruction and
two years. I think a course of six use- adult education, atleast for a time,
ful readers is the essential minimum for occupied the front pages of the news-
the present and not very long after we papers. Khan Bahadur Sir Azizual
shall have to think of continuation Haque, then Minister of Education,
schools too. Taking a long view, adult took some interest and constituted an
education is, in fact, a permanent prob- official Adult Education Committee
lem and is bound, in due course, to be- t̂ le Director of Public Instruction
come an essential factor in the country’s as Chairman and Rai Bahadur Sukumar
programme of fuller development. Chatterjee, then I. G. R., as Secretary.

Soon after Government established an 
A BRIEF CHAPTER IN HISTORY entirely new department named the

Rural Reconstruction Department and 
1 his explained, I can now take up the appointed Mr. T. I. M. Nurannabi

* hlstorY and development of adult edu- Chaudhuri, I. C. S. as Director. The
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Secretary of the offical Adult Educa- The Adult Education Association too,
tion Committee did as much as he in spite of great financial difficulties,
could individually but the Committee, kept up a heroic struggle and went on
as a whole, did not show any signs of and on. With the help of the Calcutta
life and died out soon after. But it University Institute, they enlisted a
left a legacy, an unfortuntate difference number of students and teachers to the
of opinion, whether adult education cause and trained a good few in the
should be controlled by the Education new technique of Dr. Laubach. The
or by the newly established Rural Re- Rev. Bilash Chandra Mukherjee and
construction Department. This tangle Prof. Basu each produced a useful
still remains unresolved and has been, adult education primer to suit the new'
directly and indirectly, one of the most technique. Though dimly, the light
outstanding obstacles in the path of was somehow kept burning.
progtess. At Sirajganj my successor, Mr.

A Statutory Committee Quereshi, I. C. S. kept up the adult
i , education programme alive and broughtIn July 1938, Government decided up thg fim  part of the courses of

to constitute a statutory Adult Educa- studieSl especially prepared for the
tion Committee to go into the whole aduks under my supervision, to fit in
question of adult education and to re- wjth Dr. Laubach’s method. Maulvi
port its findings to the Government. panauUat tben S. D 0 . did a good
The Director of Public Instruction was dea, and established a large number
appointed Chairman and Mr. Chaud- of centres in his Subdivision. Maulvi
huri, then Director of Rural Recon- Sadat Hussain chaudhuri, S. D. O.,
struction, as Secretary. Unfortunately Perojpurt established a large num-
the report of this Committee is still ber of schools and collected dona.
awaited. Consequently the Govern- tions from the public to build up the
ment have found it difficult to come nucleus of a fund. At the instance of
to any definite conclusion or to sane- the Director several training camps for
tion any definite scheme Meanwhile non_official workers, particularly in
adult education suffered, and very Midnapore and Asansol, were organised
greatly indeed. There was no scheme and some amount of training in the
and no financial support. It was com- new tecbnique of adu]t education given,
plete stalemate. As a resuki somewhere about 10,000

The movement did not, however, night schools with about 1,50,000 pupils
die out, completely. A few officials were reported towards the end of 1939.
and non-officials continued to work But as already pointed out there was
on, each in his own way. The Director hardly any supervision, or training for
did his best to keep up interest in the teachers and no financial backing,
country-side. He was seriously handi- Schools came into being and went out
capped. He had no funds and no of existence as the interest of individual
agencies but he kept on preaching his officers increased or decreased and in
message personally as best he could. fact, it became increasingly difficult
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to put any reliance on them or on the am, however, sure this phase will not
ngures and reports about them. How last long,
many were really alive, is difficult to
say- . WHAT OF THE FUTURE.

In October 1940 the writer, while But such set-backs cannot kill adult
still holding charge of a very heavy and education, the brightest meteor that
new department of Jute Regulation, has risen on the educational horizon of
took over, in addition to his own duties, India. Indeed, it has too great a vital- 
the direction of rural reconstruction ity even to be pulled back for long by
also from Mr. Chaudhuri. As one of temporary difficulties, very great as
its earliest promoters and a firm be- they are and it shall not, 1 am sure, be
liever that adult education is not mere- beaten down. The position is already
ly a branch of social reconstruction several times better. The dual res-
but, in the present stage of rural India, ponsibilities of the Director, which
the most essential and important part ordinarily would have acted as a dis-
of it, adult education received the very traction, have, in fact, proved a bless-
bestattention he could give. A new ing of the greatest consequence. The
and definite scheme which provided for existing agencies, on whom alone the
joint control of adult education by the Director, with no field staff of his own
Education and the Rural Reconstruc- 'whatever, could depend for any inter-
tion Departments, a scheme for train- est and encouragement of rural recon­
ing selected High School teachers in struction and adult education, were
the new technique and thereafter to finding themselves increasingly pre­
open training camps forlocal teachers in occupied with war emergency and a
such schools, a definite scheme for rais- host of other new duties thrown on
ing funds by voluntary local effort with them. They had no time left for such
Government subsidy to ensure regular activities and, left to them, the work
payment to the teachers at the rate of would have certainly suffered a serious
Rs. 3 per month together with Rs. 2 for set-back. But the new agency, the
contingencies on the basis of one-fifth Jute Regulation staff fully under the
Government contribution and four- control of the Director, in his capacity
fifths local effort, a scheme for the as Chief Controller, had come to the
production and development of suit- rescue,—6,000 young men spread all
able adult literature, etc., etc., were over the countryside, about a thousand
formulated and submitted to the of them graduates and the rest at least
Government as early as January, 1941. matriculates living right in the villages,
Unfortunately these too have not yet pledged themselves to devote the
received final sanction of the Govern- whole of their spare time and as much
ment and adult education has once of their leisure as they could to this
again, atleast foi the present, failed to great task of national regeneration. It
get that financial encouragement and is only 6 months that they took up the
support from Government that it matter seriously. But the results they
urgently needed and fully deserved. I have already achieved are more than
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encouraging under the circumstances. THE UNIVERSITY AND ITS STUDENTS. 
More than 18,000 adult schools with T, ■ ,
over 4,00,000 of pupils had been esta- 7 an0th.er fact01,' of
Wished by the end of December last. conslderab e lmPort >"d^ d  and rapidly
And this is only the beginning. If "°ml^  ,Vnder the lead
conditions remain normal and circum- g ^ 7 S’ P' ^kherjee , now the

f , , fdon ble Finance Minister of Eengal,stances not too unfavourable, in  ̂ ~ . TT . 6
spite of the  financial and many o ther  J 6 S^ dentS ° f the Calcutta  University
difficulties, the dreatn, th a t  by 1951 ^ v e  been taking increasing interest in
... . , , this task. I h ere  is a g ro w in g  co n -

il l i tera cy  c o m p le te ly  and a v e r y  co n -  • , , ,■i , , „ , . . sciousness that the students shouldsiderable amount of ignorance atleast .r , 1 j 1 , • r , play a more active role in rural re-from the male adult population of the ,• n < .. £ . construction than has been done in theprovince will become a matter of the T , r .
, . . . . . .  Past. In o rd e r  to  fu r th e r  st im ulatepast, may be nearer realisation than it .t • rr u „, „ , ( this effort, the Rural Reconstructionhas ever been before. m  ̂ . . . .Department, in co-operation with the

Calcutta University Institute, there- 
We have, however, not succeeded fore organized, in March last, a very 

in solving some of the most serious successful rural reconstruction exhibi-
difficulties yet though we have every tion. Many eminent scholars and
hope that we shall solve them. A real- leaders of Bengal took part and I had
ly good and successful adult education the privilege of deliviering a full course
centre presupposes the existence of an of 12 lectures to the students of the
interesting and inspiring teacher fully University and colleges on all the im-
trained in the new technique of adult portant aspects of lural reconstruction
education. This cannot be done with- including adult education. But mere
out having adequate training agencies casual interest during holidays will not
and we cannot have adequate training do and so I went to the length, in my
agencies without finding money for opening address, of making the con-
them. But we refuse to be beaten by crete proposal that there should be
difficulties. In fact, thanks to the compulsory social conscription for
efforts of the great benefactor and every youth of the nation who has the
champion of adult education, the Rev. good fortune of coming up to the
Bilash Chandra Mukherjee, we are on Matriculation standard. Rural Recon-
our way to solve them. In response to struction in China, in Finland, in Japan
my appeal he has prepared a manual on and many other advanced countries of
the technique of adult education and the world, has been largely done by the
this is already in the Government press teachers and the students and no rea-
and will be, God willing, in the hands son why our youths should not do so.
of every school master, teacher and Apart from that it is my firm belief
Government Officer in the next two or that compulsory social service and
three months. I  he problem of intro- actual and practical contact with rural
ducing the new technique will, to a life will, indeed, provide the most whole-
great extent, solve itself. some corrective to the great many evils
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of our educational system, that are so thousand. These organisations are 
often discussed and stressed upon. working up a detached programme and 
Independent charge of villages in order are gradually raising a village develop- 
to ameliorate the condition of rural ment fund. Doles and seasonal collec-
hfe by organised self effort will, pro- tions are being made and very soon
vide splendid training for future leader- most of the villages will be able to for-
ship I can think of. Far from being a mulate their own budgets, out of which
drag on their time, it will make them adult education will be able to get as
real men. This is what we need most much as it may need, 60 lakhs of rupees
both for the students themselves as a year is the estimated annual cost of
well as for our villagers. And after all, adult education in this province and, I
if civilised nations can demand the very am confident, that in due course we
life of their youths, why cannot we shall be able to find much more than 
atleast a year’s service to pull up those this, 
ignorant and unfortunate brethren of
ours who live a miserable existence in n conclusion let me confess that I
the villages and who sustain us all by am an incorrigible optimist and enthu- 
'the sweat of their brow’? They are siast as I believe every rural reconstruc-
anxious to do everything and to make tl0f  “ an Jshould be- 1 feel hopeful
every sacrifice if they get the right kind m ee and for good reasons. The
of friends and philosophers to show !!neS oi bulletlns and circulars that the
them the path. In fact nothing is more department has issued, and the tearing
essential for rural reconstruction than campaign of propaganda we have been
a band of real, selfless and enthusiastic carrying °n *s Producing definite effect,
workers and the nation has every right , °wly and gradualIy a real stir amongst 
to look to its youth to provide them. the masses is coursing. The gospel of
No reason why Rural reconstruction Se™ P’ self-reliance, well planned
and adult education should not be- determine co-operative joint
come a compulsory part of the school ettor,t f°r achleving a" ever increasing
and college curricula. Standard of llfe 15 takm§ r00^  T W

is an ever growing consciousness for 
As regards funds to meet the cost education and this, coupled with amuse-

of adult education and other items ment and interesting socials in between
of the reconstruction programme, the the lessons and exclusive use of the
Rural Reconstruction organisations village halls as club on these days in
themselves, will, I hope provide the the week, is gradually fighting down
answer. Every village is to be organ- the distressing fall in attendance in the
ised as a Rural Reconstrcution Unit night schools. The future of adult
and in Bengal such organisations are education is already bright, and will,
already functioning in over 21,000 vil- I hope, grow brighter and brighter
lages out of a total of one lakh and odd soon.
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3DuIt litera cy  C&orfe am ong COomen in tfte 9@a0tira 
anti IRamnaO D i s t c t a

By Miss G. E. Ch a n d ler , M. A.
Through years of experience in taught by 68 paid workers. Of these

Christian institutions and in close con- one half are from non-Christian com-
nection with the Christian Church of munities. By patiently guiding these
India the fact that has appalled me is leaders a marked difference can be
the Attitude of Complacency regarding found in many isolated villages and
Illiterates especially illiterate women. this is bound to have a leavening influ-
There seemed to be no shame in report- ence. Second, we seek for voluntary 
ing large figures under this heading help among educated women wherever 
and when given supervision of village we find them. The economic need
work the first figure to stare me in the which requires both parents to work
face was 6,258 Christian women and to support a family slows down this
girls unable to read. The job looks possibility of stimulating service but
almost hopeless and one year’s effort there are young women tucked away 
has only brought the figure down very in village homes, sometimes stalled in
slightly because more illiterate women their educational career, and it is to
continue to come into the groups. these younger women that we are
How easy it is to see the reason for making a tremendous appeal to not
lack of mental and spiritual growth in waste and bury their talents. They
the Christian Church when all these also need much guidance and classes
thousands of mothers have no source arranged for two weeks or a month’s
of inspiration except the occasional training in a village atmosphere seems
visits of educated leaders and those to be the best way to help this group
visits themselves are a mere scratch on get the vision of service. Regular
the surface towards understanding of teachers have very strenuous require-
rural problems. ments laid upon them now by educa-

Obviously the first task is the Find- tional authorities; but it is nevertheless
ing of Leaders. This we are attempting true that a born teacher who really
to do in two ways. First, a distinct loves his or her work is usually the one
shift of emphasis has been made in the who manages somehow or other to do
effort of paid workers such as Bible this voluntary service for illiterate
women and Catechists, but that group adults outside of regular duties and the
is small in number to cope with the spirit brings marvellous results,
wide-spread area, and in many cases The Problems of Village Women
the training of such workers has been are many and one cannot persuade
limited and their approach to the them that learning to read is worth
problem of Adult Literacy work is attempting when their children are
faulty. However, it is to their credit starving, when their own physical
that at the present time 2,352 women strength is decreasing rapidly, and when
and girls above 12 years of age are being the conditions under which they are
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asked to study are most unsatisfactory. go astray and need checking up. In
The leader must be cognizant of all villages near Madura Roman Tamil is
these facts—must often win them by being most enthusiastically championed
helping in many other ways before the by Mrs. Wilder and is gaining ground
actual problem of learning to read is in its claim of even greater speed of
suggested and the reading period must attainment especially in the initial
bring a speedy compensation for the stages of reading, because of the smaller
time given. This is where new met- number of symbols to be mastered,
hods,—literature in large print, with The great hurdle for this method how-
material which is attractive to the ever, is that, as yet, there is not much
villager plays a large part. Evening general literature produced in the
visits to villages where a petromax Roman letters. The general public is
light has its own power of bring- also slow to realize that Roman Tamil
ing joy is proving an extremely good is not a new method but simply a new
method. When a group of twelve or set of symbols representing the spoken
fifteen women come in to the lighted language. Once the symbols are learned
school house eager to show progress any method of teaching reading can be
to their leader and then settle down to used.
help each other until all have had a Encouraging Signs, come only in
turn, one can bring them relaxation isolated instances. There was a Village
and fun with a bit of geography for Day for Ratchanypuram, the Women’s
general enlightenment, songs and Industrial and Bible Training centre
games, and then a closing Bible story outside of Madura. The villagers came
an prayer which gives a lift to the in not only to see small exhibitions set
heart. Such weekly visits would make Up by the students but to show their
a great difference in many villages and cattle and garden produce and eggs,
should be undertaken by more institu- At the end of the day came a pro-
tions trying to connect up with the gramme consisting entirely of songs,
villages. a drama and items given by village

The Laubach Method, and the Lau- people. Most significant of all to my
bach material prepared in Tamil is mind was the fact that a village woman
now being generally used in the area with a baby on her hip was willing to
under our charge and has proved very rise without any embarrassment and
useful in speeding up the process of read from an easy biography of Pandita
learning to read, but there are still Ramabai and tell that mixed audience
difficulties in making an easy transfer of her joy in learning how to read
from Laubach material to other simple through the help of the students much
books and this problem demands fur- younger than herself. The most out-
ther study. There is also a great danger standing village group at present is in
of memory reading which must be Duthupatti near Uthamapaliam. There
constantly tested by flash cards and a group of twelve young unmarried
the use of Laubach s foundation chart. women started learning to read in
This is where untrained leaders often March, 1941 with no previous instruc-
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tion. Right through the busy harvest- ing joy which augurs well for the 
ing season when they were in the fields future.
all day they pegged away at this new The Changing Attitude of Government
job at night. They paid for oil to keep in regard to the education of women is
the lamp burning, they begged for more going to bring us very timely aid and I
help than the local teacher could give believe that public opinion is gradually
them and voluntary workers were sent shifting away from that complacency 
for a month in the summer holidays. expressed in the beginning of this
By August there were 26 women in the article. But the real success of the
reading-group and four of the original movement will only come when the
students were able to read the Gospel educated individuals of every com-,
of Mark with comprehension and in a munity will be stirred to a realization
public meeting; four more had reached that mothers who know how to read
the 4th book in the Laubach series. and enjoy books will be sure to pass
A community-consciousness of pride on the torch of enlightenment to their
in the achievement has set in and children. Then only will the flame
that means strength and increas- become a light to lighten the world.

’ ( E U u c a t i o n  i n  U n O i a ,  19 3 7*3 8
The Educational Commissioner valuable material on University, se-

with the Government of India has pub- condary and primary education. There
lished, through the Bureau of Educa- are special chapters dealing with fe-
tion in India, his Report for 1937-38. male education, professional and tech-
In his preface, he takes readers into nical education and educational per-
his confidence and says:—“In the 1939- sonnel and organisation.
40 report which will cover the earliest *Tr , , , , , ,,• , , T , . r- , , We reproduce below the bulk ofperiod when i can claim any first hand  ̂ , , . . . . . .

, j .  r  r J-  , J  , two sections of the report, which willknowledge of India s educational sys- , , . . .j • „ . j be of special interest to our readers,tem, 1 am proposing to introduce cer­
tain changes with a view to making the 1, GENERAL SUMMARY,
report a more critical and, I hope, use­
ful survey of the Indian situation.” This report (19d7-38) should be

studied in close connexion with the 
This is a welcome change in spirit, Quinquennial Review (1932-37) on

and we are sure people will look for- Education in India,
ward to receiving the 1939-40 report
with very great interest. The report „ ^  was stated in that Review that 
for 1938-39 will be published in the Probably at no period in India’s his- 
near future. tory ^as there been a livelier interest

in and concern for the future of educa- 
In 10 chapters the report gives tion than at the present moment.”

•Manager of Publications, Delhi, pp. 109, T h e  y e a r  u n d er  r e v ie w ,  w h ic h  c o in -
FriceRs. 2-8 c id e d  w ith  th e  a d v e n t  o f  p ro v in c ia l
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autonomy and the coming into power documents, and to make recommenda- 
of popular Governments in the provin- tions. 
ces, gave a further impetus to educa­
tional reconnaissance. From this point ^  tde same meeting the Board also
of view the outstanding events of the had under consideration reports from 
year were the publication of two im- two *ts standing committees, viz., 
portant reports. The first of these the Vernacular Education Committee
was a Report on Vocational Education and V/omen s Education Commitee 
in India by Mr. A. Abbott, C. B. E„ which met in September, 1937, to consi-
formerly Chief Technical Inspector der certain questions connected with
and Mr. S. H. Wood, M. C„ Director the administration and control of pri-
of Intelligence,' both of the Board of mary education, and the curriculum of
Education, England, who had been primary schools in India respec-
brought out to advise the Government tively. The recommendations con-
of India with regard to this particular tained in these reports which are of
aspect of educational reorganisation. considerable importance are dealt with
The second document was the report more fully later in this report.
of the committee appointed by the , . ,
a h  t j - , r j  „• n  r Provincial Governments also carriedAll-India National Education Confe- . . , .,,T ,, j  , , • out investigations mostly, of a compre-rence, W ardha, under the chairman- , ■ , , ,
1 -  X m  V  1 • U  n  . . , r  hensive character into the general or-ship of Dr. Aakir fiussain, Principal of , , T _

the Jamia Millia Islam,a, Delhi. The ?an,sat,° ” -^catton. In Bombay,
. r j  .• i j  ■ i • , • tour special committees were appom t-system of education embodied in this , , . ,

_  ., ,, i tt7 i, ed to report  on physical education,report was the well-known W ardha , , , . , .
i , ■ , , ... . , adult education, vocational education,scheme which owed many of its special , , . . . . . .  ,

r , t  t , ,  and the training of primary schoolfeatures to the inspiration of Mr. ^. j, . teachers, lh e  b ihar Governm ent setGandhi. • , . ,up one committee to advise them  on
Both these reports, which have question of educational reform and an-

this in common that they stress the other to consider the possibility of us-
urgent need for giving a more practical ing Hindustani as the common medium
bias to the aims and methods of in- both for instruction and preparation of
struction, were considered by the Cen- text-books. Orissa, emulating the ex-
tral Advisory Board of Education at its ample of its parent province, also cons-
third meeting held in January 1938. So tituted two committees, one to consi-
many issues emerged duing the course der certain questions relating to the
of discussion that a more detailed ex- reorganisation of secondary education
amination of the proposals was felt including the deprovincialisation of
desirable. Accordingly, the Board ap- Government high schools, and the
pointed a special committee to ex- second to explore the desirability of es-
amine the system of educational re- tablishing a separate University for
construction set out in the Wardha Orissa. The Punjab Government
scheme in the light of the Wood- gravely concerned at the ever increas-
Abbott Report and other relevant ing unemployment of the educated
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youths appointed a committee to study intentions were in many cases apparent,
this problem. In the Central Provin- it is permissible to regret from the edu­
ces there was inaugurated the 'Vidya cational point of view that they were
Mandir Scheme’ which contemplates committed to other policies which so
that “every village or group of villages far from increasing the revenues avail-
within a radius of a mile having no able for educational expansion were cal- 
schools and where about 40 boys and culated seriously to deplete them. This
girls of school-going age are available year has been referred to with some
shall have a ‘Vidya Mandir’. The justification as marking a distinct ad-
novel device embodied in this scheme vance in the process of reconnaissance
for liquidating illiteracy without add- but reconnaissance is not an end in it-
ing seriously to the burden on the pro- self. Its sole justication is to supply the
vincial exchequer by obtaining gifts of information in the light of which a suc-
land to be utilised for the support of cessful attack can be planned and
the schools has rightly attracted con- launched. One can only repeat the plati-
siderable attention. Generally speak- tude that special committees and their
ing it is exposed to the same criticism reports should be regarded as the pre-
as that levelled against the self-sup- liminaries and not the alternative to
porting principle in the original War- action.
dha scheme, viz., that sound educa- Within the prescribed limits, how-
tional practice is unduly subordinated ever, it is satisfactory to be able to re-
to economic considerations. Schools cord some definite signs of progress
which are worthy of the name must cost during the year under review. The
money and cannot be expected to pay percentage of pupils under instruction
for themselves by the products of their to the total population has advanced
pupils. Education which is cheap is from 5.01 to 5.18 in recognised institu-
almost bound to be nasty. In any tions and from 5.21 to 5.38 in all insti-
general system of popular education, tutions. The wastage percentage be-
the cost of the instruction provided tween classes I and IV in primary de-
for his children will be far beyond the partments has decreased from 72 to 70
means of the average parent. The in the case of boys and from 86 to 84 in
balance of the money required must, the case of girls but this can only be
apart from the private munificence regarded at best as a slight amelio-
which is never likely to be adequate, ration in an appalling situation. En-
be found by the State. Finance or the rolment has gone up in all classes of
lack of it is the obvious explanation institutions the total increase being
why in this country so many futile the largest during the last nine years,
ideas and so much enthusiasm produce but more encouragement may be de-
such incommensurate results. High rived from signs that in some areas in­
hopes were entertained that the new efficient and uneconomical schools are
popular Government would address being systematically weeded out.
themselves earnestly to the solution There has been some progress in Wo-

• of this problem but although the best men’s education, particularly among
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those communities which have been Table XXXVIi.—Schools for Adults, 1937-38.
traditionally backward so far as the —----- —-—
education of women is concerned. D Institu- t-,
Successful attempts have also been rovince. tions. : upi S-
made to rationalise curricula, to im- --------
prove the standard of teaching though Madras ... 4 258
there is less evidence of that improve- Bombay ... 217 8,121
ment in the status of teachers upon Bengal ... 703 19,659
which any permanent raising of the JPuiî ab Pl° 'dnCeS
level of instruction must ultimately Q p3,  ̂gerar ” 62 2 411
depend. The pages which follow con- Assam ... 3 149
tain gratifying indications of progress Sind ... 24 704
in certain directions but these it must Orissa ... 2 127
be admitted only touch the fringe of Delhi ... 17 272
the mam problem which is to revolu- ______  ____ _
tionise an admittedly topsy-turvy sys- Total ... 1,547 45,711
tem so that the educational structure ____________— ______
of the future may be based on a solid In addition to regular schools, there
toundation of primary and middle were no less than 1,500 night schools,
SC 100 s ' which were mostly attended by adults,

2. ADULT EDUCATION although as a rule there was no res­
triction on the admission of children, 

ith the advent of popular Gov- The experiment of putting night schools
ernments in the provinces, the adult in charge of day-school teachers is re­
education movement received a fresh ported from the United Provinces and
momentum. During the year under the Punjab to have met with no
review the total number of schools in- success,
creased from 1,303 to 1,584 and their T
strength from 38,060 to 46,634. The Bombay, the activities of the
Bihar Government did extremely use- , 1 age d p ‘lk Committees and private
ful work in the campagin against illite- A° ^  sucd as tde Bombay Literacy
racy but this will be dealt with more Assoeiatton, the Bombay Presidency
fully in the next report. It is hoped f i e  Edu„catl0n Association, the
that the enthusiasm which some of the Saksharata Prasarak Mandal, Poona,
Provincial Governments have recently „ tha f  ddt Educati°n Lea^ie,
displayed in the matter of the educa- f  °°na’ kdped a great deal to stimu"
tion of adults will result in a much ^  a dafirp for educatlon among
higher literacy percentage for India a . tS- With a view to encouraging
being revealed in the forth-coming Private individuals and bodies mterest-
census ed m the education of adults to start

classes at various centres in rural areas. 
The table below indicates the num- a sum of Rs. 10,000 was provided by

er and strength of the schools for Government as a grant-in-aid, and a
aduks- regular scheme was framed to start
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adult education centres in each of the ducted two adult schools for railway 
4 divisions. In all ten centres, consist- employees, 
ing of 29 classes, were started. The
total average attendance was 1,024. t^e North-West Frontier Pro-
The Bombay Literacy Association also vince, efforts were made to start adult
maintained 66 classes for 1,995 adults. classes at several places, the District
Special classes were also conducted for Board teachers having volunteered to 
the benefit of illiterate women. run these classes. There were 26 re­

gular adult schools in the province.
The movement is, however, still in its 

In Bengal, as a result of the policy infancy 
of Government a number of centres
for adult education was opened in cer- The opinion is expressed in the Sind
tain rural areas. report that “the problem of adult edu­

cation does not consist so much in pro-
T , r, • i i , ,■ viding facilities for education as inIn the Punjab, the adult literacy . . .  . . . .  .

, _ , inducing the people to avail themselvesmovement, started  as an experiment by . . . . . . . . . .  ...... „ ,
, . , , , . • • . ■ r or the existing facilities. Village oud-the Moga school on the initiative of , _  . . . ,„  " , , , , har Committees consisting of officersGovernment, made commendable pro- . . . . . . . .  °. . .  , A of the nation-building D epartm entsgress during the year under review. A . . , . .

. . , , , • and representatives of the public havelarge num ber of volunteers, teachers in . . . . . . . .  , .
, , , £ , been formed in this province, and theschools, pupil teachers of normal _ . _  ,
. . . .  , , t Governm ent inspecting officers andschools, mission workers, professors of ^  ® ,
,, , j- j  i i Deputy Educational Inspectors forcolleges and private individuals, took . .

, , , . . j  , Mohammedan Education have beenup the work of instructing adult lilite- , , , .. , ,, made members of these committees,
rates and reported  excellent progress. . , . ■,  a-i , , ^  , i , , , A proposal to appoint a special ofhcerThe normal school a t  Gakkhar also be- , , , , . , . . ,. . ,, , . to  look after  adult  education is undergan teaching all the illiterates livingf  , , ... , , consideration by C overnm ent.in one of the  villages s ituated  near the
school; the Karnal normal school pupils It is too early to say whether the
taught prisoners in the local sub-jail revived interest in adult education is
and the Lala Musa pupil teachers con- likely to produce commensurate results.

amm OBBucation in iUn80
IN WALES the number of women students exceeded

Coleg Harlech organized its Fifteenth the men, being 234 women and 130 men.
Series of Summer Schools in conjunc- The exceptional enrolment put great
tion with the University Extension pressure on local accommodation which
Board of the University of Wales. The had been taxed not only by ordinary
Summer Schools lasted for four weeks summer holiday-makers but also by
from August 2nd, 1941. More students official and unofficial evacuation. For
attended this year than in any previous two weeks the position was relieved
year, being 364, and for the first time through the kindness of Birkenhead
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L. E. A. which placed part of the ac- and other support of Settlements dur-
commodation of one of its evacuee ing the war and after. The first session
hostels at the disposal of the College. was introduced by Mr. J. Taylor, of the
The range of subjects studied included Factory and Welfare Department of
Music, Drama, English and Welsh the Ministry of Labour, who stressed
Literature, Welsh History, Early Chris- the need for more and better educa-
tianity, Nature of Society, Essentials tional and recreational facilities for
of Government, War and Industry, young workers transferred from their
American Democray, World Economy homes to factory work in new and
and Nationalism, Propaganda, the distant areas. Miss Batten, Secretary
Mediterranean. The largest classes of the British Association of Residential
were in Music, Drama, Welsh Litera- Settlements, dealt with the difficult
ture, World Economy and National- question of the financial support of
ism, and American Democracy. The Settlements and emphasized the change
number of students from different parts that has taken place since the first
of England was considerably above Settlement was supported by people
the average, and all the Welsh Coun- who were personally interested in it.
ties were represented with the excep- Now, the need for money was pushing
tion of Radnorshire. Settlements into the business of imper­

sonal money raising, which in some 
The remarkable success of these cases meant income procured on a com-

waitime Summer Schools, speaks well mission basis by people who specialized
for the vitality of the Adult Education jn sobstuff appeal. This changed
Movement, and it is hoped that circum- method was affecting the spirit and
stances will allow their continuation fife of the Settlement, and Miss Batten
throughout the period of the war. thought that if they are to remain free

and independent in thought and action
-------  they must be prepared to pay for it.

She suggested that some form of Con- 
ENGUSH SETTLEMENTS sumer’s Co-operation was needed in

which members and residents of Settle- 
A joint conference of the British ments and neighbours and associates

Association of Residential Settle- of Settlements could unite in raising
ments and the Educational Settlement whatever funds were required. It was
Association was held in London on pointed out that the introduction of
October 10th, 1941, and was attended anything in the nature of Consumer’s
by representatives from Settlements in Co-operation would involve formally
England, Scotland and Wales. The Settlements a revision of their constitu-
subjects of the conference were (1) tions to provide for a more satisfactory
Movement of Population for reasons and democratic control of them. This
arising from the war, (2) The need for in turn would lead to the need for much
a restatement of the scope and purpose wider and consistently planned adult
of Adult Education, and (3) Financial education.
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ADULT EDUCATION AND POST-WAR anniversary gatherings of Stockton 
RECONSTRUCTION Heath Adult School, on “The Purpose

The Settlement at Woodlands, near of Education” and “Modern Trends in
Doncaster, held a conference during Education at Home and Abroad ; and
last Summer Term to quicken interest an address t0 tde Rotary Club by
in two important questions, (1) What Stanley C. Jones, J. P., on Youth
kind of England do you want after the Service.” The Editor says: “So War-
war? and (2) What of your children’s nngton s week-end cavalcade of culture
future? The subjects of the conference passe_s by‘ We suggest it is of deep
were Education, Health, Leisure, Re- significance. Is it not the awakening,
construction, Production, and Work and at ong ast-°f the conscience of War-
Wages, and were introduced by experts. 5Inf.ton and of Britain? These various
About 150 people attended, 25 per cent bodieS may baJ e dlsturbed that con-
of whom were miners, 25 per cent science by diffeient and, sometimes,
school teachers, 25 per cent housewives, C,°n IC,tlng ,^ays' Tbey Wl11 fad in
and the rest clerks, electricians, social their duty lf ĥey ever let the national
workers, and clergy. While the need conscience sink once more to slumber.
for some measure of nationalisation, Robert L. Jones of Stockton Heath,
and for State support was frequently writes: “This is the start of what we
mentioned, there was a lively awareness hope to develop into a sustained cam-
of the inherent dangers of the curtail- paign to create a more intelligent and
ment of individual liberty, the cramping informed public opinion on educational
of initiative and the decrease of per- matters in our town. Already a small
sonal responsibility. There was com- group—mainly Adult School folk—is
mon agreement that better education meeting to try and work out ways and
is needed in every department of na- means of accomplishing this. It may
tional life- be of interest to the Handbook Com-

mittee to know what their lessons have 
“ CAVALCADE OF CULTURE.”  inspired.” He suggests “that similar

An Adult School in England. action might be taken in other towns,”
and adds: We are finding that if care

This title is borrowed from the is taken to keep quite clear of politics
Warrington Examiner, which, in its and creeds there are quite a number of
issue for 20th September, devoted the folk who are prepared to work together
whole of its long “leader” space to a to create a wider and deeper apprecia­
te view of educational activities in the tion of what education might mean
town. This included full reports of a both to boys and girls and adults
week-end lecture school arranged by especially in its cultural aspects. Per-
the Warrington Adult School Union, sonally, I believe the Adult Schools
at which Miss C. M. Troughton dealt have a unique opportunity right on
with Education To-day and To-mor- their doorsteps, if they will take it and
row”; of two addresses by Miss M. use imagination in working it out.”
Elliot, of Manchester University, at (From ONE AND ALL).
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JRetos from jFar attO linear
I. A. E. A. On the invitation of Mr. Devanesan,

Work of the Organising Secretary in South B.A., B.D., M.Ed., a champion of the 
India. cause of Adult Education, Mr. Moses

r I,. , , „ was sent to him for three days to Tran-
[ We reproduce extracts trom the Report i T  • u- i t̂ - •

of the Organising Secretary of the Indian  ̂ ’ nc ln ° P °  y Distnct.
Adult Education Association from the 1st M .
January to 24th February, 1912. They will be tie reports two meetings with the
read with interest.—Editor ] same group of Union Mission Training

I toured mall 32 days. Mr. A. K. Elementary Grade,
Moses, Instructor Dr. Lantech's Porathak“d°
Quick Literacy methods joined me (as 8th Feb., ’42 80 men plus 2 Teachers.
Per arrangements made with his chief 9th Feb., ’42 90 men plus 8 Teachers'
m December last) on 15th January, 1942.
He got ill, and actually toured in the Mr. Moses was discharged for the
area for about 18 days, of which he time being on 21st February, 1942 and
toured by himself at my direction for Revd. Canon Manuel, M.A., had bor-
 ̂days. rowed him in anticipation of the ap-

Summarising the state- °f tlie mana£er to whom Mr.
ment the Institu- i^oses 18 responsible. This report I
tions tackled ... 23 1 expect to have before long.

Hood’s Co-operative t*. • • , , .
I n s t i t u t e  (St„- , Is mdeed gratifying to have
j n M rn o  i n  reached the stage when we have begun
dents) Men ... 50 (2 plus 1) to teach methods, thus our propaganda

Secondary and Higher taking a very practical turn We „re
eachers ................  now on the threshold of a new line of

T " e „  ? attack' -creation of intensive train-
dents Men-about... 575 ing centres. Helping various agencies

xjj i o , omei1 to start, finance and work up such
^ c h ° 0 1 and centres I am trying to bring this about

Middle School Boys 1,178 including now. The places visited by me during
Girls 355 Scouts & the period under review are:—Madras

Men Teachers in all ... 170 for C Yeranthangal, Serkad, Viruthamput’,
. groups. Katpaidi, Vandranthangal, Tirupattur
Women Teachers in all 30 and Vellore of North Arcot District
friends and well-wish- Chittoor, Coilmanna, Koduvayoor Pal-

ers of the cause ghat of Palghat Taluk, South Malabar
men about ... 40 District, Karur, Thiruverumbur, Golden
Women ... 3 Rock, and suburbs of Tnchinopoly

Rural People (Agricul- District, Karaikudi and Amaravathi
turists) Men ... 20 Puthoor of Ramnad District, and Tan-
and other Women 18 jore.
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Leaders ot Institutions interview- ers and non-officials to give a series of
ed :—S. I. A , E. A., Y. M. C. A., Harijan seven more lectures on subjects of
Sevek Sangh, Women’s Indian Associa- utilitarian value are in hand. Not only
tion, Matharsangam, Teachers’Associa- the authorised twelve students but a
tions and co-operative concerns. Offic- large number of others attend the
ers of the Educational Department. classes (see our issue for October, 1941
Educationists and others interested Ed.) Senior college students, (Arts
were seen. and Science) of Pudukottai studying

_ , • i ,u . at Trichinopoly and elsewhere haveOn the whole it must be said that . ,
we have had another period of success- offered to form themselves into a
ful work notwithstanding the inevit- Union to associate themselves with me
able regretable feature of the work an<̂  so fai as practicable, the
viz .‘—Loss of valuable time by cancel- twelve villages representing the native
lation of engagements, postponement homes of students specially trained.
of organisation work due to various In these times of growing perplexity
causes, and the nervousness of people wg haye tfi be grateful Qod for smaU
arising out of the persistent attitude of merdes Mr T V Apparsundara-
the Government towards Adult Edu- mudaliar> M A.iM. Ed„ the resource-
cation work m genera . Rightly the ful District Educationai officer of Tan-
A. R. P. and other phases of work • ■ , . ,, ' , K . . jore scrutinised our literacy method,
re ate to t le wai are a sor ing t ic and wjtb cert;ain reservations, has re-
attention of a few of the very influen- commended that this be given a fair
m l leaders who are too preoccupied ^  In hig llluminatlng address on
to give the time and thought they had ,Major cropg and cropping/ at the
piomise e ore. Hood's Co-operative Institute the Dis-

During the period under review trict Agricultural Officer of Tanjore
twelve students of the Maharajah’s emphasised the need for the privileged
College High School, and C. S. M. High classes to enlighten the masses. As
School are under my care in accord- President of that meeting I had the
ance with the orders of the Puduk- opportunity of making a strong case for
kottai Darbar getting necessary train- initiating and developing Adult Edu-
ing that they may be enabled to act as cation projects. Sri S. T. Ramanuja
Adult Education agents in some humble Ayengar that distinguished leader of
way in their own villages. Five liter- the South Indian Teachers’ Association
acy classes of 1| hours each dealing who presided over our addresses at
with Dr. Laubach’s Quick Literacy and E. R. High School discussed with us
other methods were given to them by our problems and programme and felt
Mr. Moses with practical demonstra- sure that we are moving in the right
tion with illiterates. I taught in three direction. Mr. Pitchai Pillai, B.A.L.T.,
class of 1| hours each (1) How to take the Junior Deputy Inspector of Schools,
a Rural Survey, and (2) Poverty and Trichinopoly, who attended these ad­
it’s cure. Arrangements to secure dresses welcomed us on behalf of the
the co-operation of Government offic- Teachers’ Association at Thiruvarum-
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bur which we visited. Mr. M. N. Nair, BENGAL.
M.A., LL.B„ S.T.C., Advocate of Pol- D , , .
lachi through whose co-operation an ra man ana"
Adult Education Society was tentative- Certain Pallimangal Samities and
ly formed, Mrs. Savithri Rajan, B.A., night schools were established by the
of the Women’s Indian Association, Jute Regulation staff during the month
Madras, Sri M. J. Sargunam, M. A., L.T., of December 1941. The Co -operative
Headmaster of the Union High School, Rural Reconstruction Society, Brah-
Coimbatore, Dr. C. C. Mathew, M.A., manbaria, is engaged with the work
Ph.D., Principal of the Training connected with the Brahmanbaria Ex-
Schools, Cochin State, Mrs. K. M. hibition to be held for 15 days from
George, B.A.L.T., Inspectress of Girls’ January 28, 1942.
Schools, Cochin State amongst numer- Chand ur
ous others have been of immense help
to our movement giving me valuable The work was confined mostly to
counsel based on their own experience. formation of Village Rural Reconstruc-
I spent many useful hours with these tion Societies, eradication of water-
leaders and with several others in the hyacinth and clearance of jungles,
area I toured. Night schools started before did good

Books, booklets and charts that are T °rk 3nd 3 feW neW °nes were started
being recommended by me are being during the month. The National Wel-
bought by a few Institutions. I had tare. V™1 attached t0 Tippera worked
bought some equipment and giving in the Chandpur subdivision during the
sample copies everywhere, I establish ™nth their shows had been of much
Points of contact. My office continues 16 P t0 Rural DeveIopment movement,
to send out literature of all sorts, and Vishnupur.
written instructions and circulars and t-, v  _ , __
thus acts as an Information Bureau. • Th,e Kochdlhl ^ ural UPbft Society
Enquiries are pouring in, and with all m P°llce-station Sonamukhi removed
toy responsibilities such as I have, it -Un̂  lom °m pteces of land cover- 
has not been easy to cope with these. 3 T̂ L!t 1 iree bighas in November.

n_ r r i j i  ̂ Dihipara Palli Mangal SamitvPopular songs of rural and educa- nnlire c ,,  , ,Hnn,i i , , . police-station Sonamukhi, cleared
Pagan'd/wlTh t h f h e b o ^ M r  V o l : ;  <-•■»<*

arrangherS ^  miIe ]o^  ^ d u s  Co-operativearrangements, are being made to col- Anti Malu-iol <■ j
lect and publish them. hvamn^l 4 T  removed water-re \ „ , ,  _ hyacinth and weeds from seven tanks

tSD.) P. M. G o p a l a k r is h n a n , and cleared jungles from two bighas of
n f ,. Secretary, I.A.E.A., land. The Sitalajore Rural Uplift

ice of the I.A.E.A. Society, police-station Sonamukhi,
in South India, repaired one drain about 300 feet long.

^ UKOTAH’ The Radhamohanpur Society, police-
4th Feb™*ry, 1942. station Sonamukhi, has filled up one
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insanitary ditch. The adult education ganised by the Brahmanbaria Society
work in Gelia and Saida Unions, police- in different Unions under police-station
station Joypur, is continuing. In Gelia Nabinagar, Bancharampur, Nasirnagar
Union the work is excellent. The and Sarail. Village libraries were
Lougram Society in police-station popular in the Feni subdivision and
Kotulpur has cleared one tank. that at Saraitkandi was particularly so

. . . . . . .  . . .  because of its books and newspapersThe circulating libraries were fully . . .  L . . . .,
utilised by the Sonamukhi hlarakusum .
Samity and the Patrasayer Sahridoy peop e'
Library and the reading public eagerly The activities of the existing village
awaited fresh supply of books. The defence parties inthe Feni subdivision
nigh schools held regular classes and considerably reduced the number of
a number of villagers were made lite- crimes arising out of the prevalent dis­
rate tress, and attempts are being made to

form such parties in every village 
a ag . is nupur. under the supervision of the Union

Adult education is being pushed on Boards, 
in every union. Seventeen more night
schools have been opened during the Pirojpur.
month of December making a total of The activities of the Council includ-
162. ed amongst other things establishment

, of over 550 night schools throughout
ox s azar. the subdivision, resulting in the re-

It is reported that different adult moval of illiteracy of nearly 30,000
education centres in the subdivision illiterate adults in one session and
made satisfactory progress. Nine night which have been renewed this year,
schools have been newly set up—three compilation of suitable literature for
each in South Nihilla and Ukhiya adults, establishment of about half a
police-stations, two at Kalarmarchara dozen middle English schools and re-
and one each at Meranglos and excavation of two major silted up khals
Teknaf. on voluntary labour.

Noakhali. 24 Parganas.
The work of adult education also Night schools were held throughout

made considerable headway. In Feni the district and attendence, specially in
subdivision alone 15 night schools were Anantapara, Mirzapara and Heyeke-
started during the term under review, para night schools was satisfactory,
and efforts were also directed to keep The Naturia Society in Basirhat sub-
up the enthusiasm of the teachers and division has been running a night school
the taught of the old ones. Twenty by collecting mustibhiksha and sub-
such schools were managed by the Islam- scriptions fiom members. Two new
pur Society (Brahmanbaria). A large Adult Education Centres, one each at
number of adult schools were also or- Sitarampore and Taktipore in Diamond
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Harbour subdivision, and another at sand illiterates to be dealt with. Of
Bandipore in Barrackpore,' were set this number we succeeded in bringing
up- into our scheme only 1,09,957 and of

Rajshahi. these again only 83,940 succeeded in
XT. passing the literacy test. If we allow,
iNight schools are working as usual as we musti that a certain number of

and more night schools have been these will relapse again into illiteracy
started. Arrangements have been it wm be seen that at the most we
made to start an M. E. School at Mir- have succeeded in dealing with more
ganj m police-station Charghat for than half the possible pupils, and
which about Rs. 300 has been raised as this too in the intensive areas upon
subscription from voluntary sources. which most of our efforts have been

concentrated.
BIHAR. In fact, it will do no good to con-

The following speech delivered on cea  ̂ r̂om ourselves that there has been
the occasion of the 3rd anniversary of some waning of interest in the scheme.
the Bihar literacy campaign by Mr.  ̂ not f°r a moment intend to cen-
E. R. J. R. Cousins, Adviser, to the sure anybody for this, because it must
Governor of Bihar will be read with Be recognised that such a tendency is
interest and profit:— natural. Enthusiasm which may be

T , , . * . o j a  evoked by a new and brilliant idea
of the M r T *  M Ann,vers,ar!’ cannot remain at full p.tch perpetually,M ^  L'teraey Movement .t be- and dpring the perlod under revjew
noves us to look back over the ground fi or. u T A i r„ , , , , , there have been other disturbing fac-we have traversed and take stock of tora, such as the war sitliati „ hich
the position as a whole. We have have operated t0 distract the atKntion
uone much upon which we can con- ■ T(Sra*-,,1 4. i tt i- ot evefy one in this country. I saygratulate ourselves. From whatever thorefcro tU t t „ * • u linnim*. f • • , , . , therefore that i do not wish to blamePoint of view it is considered that feat „ T ■,of mol •  ̂ n  i i u t  ̂ anybody for what I regard as an un-ot making 11 lakhs of people, over a . vriij.L lo ( . , T &mill' y • i r y avoidable feature, out I mention it tomillion, literate in the space of three ci.nn, ,vparo . , •, • „ , . show that we must be on our guardyears is a most striking achievement. a c s a i n c * - ; n , f. .Bnf t  ̂ 4.- c. a yi TL agamst such influences, and must firmly°ut i am not statisfied with it. The , ,, , ,rPo„ifa .. • j j , , determine each one and all of us thatresults attained during the last year ,, ,ar„ j  , b . /  we will not allow our interest andaie not as good as they ought to have artiuii-v -rn . . •, . .bepn 4. ■ i 4. j t activity to wane. That striking results°een, and certainly not as good as I ran Q. . • „ , . _ . jhad v,™, j . i , , , T, . , can be attained by enterprise and>ad hoped they would be If you look energy W1„ be rea|ised jf „ amine

Will find r t  “T  T reP° "  y°“ the fot Shahkund “ J Dehriwh o intensive areas in thanas and compare them wjth ,hose
e«  *  j f  , wbr e T ; ,n*Jih!er  r erc ° f some ° f *i»nas ^ c h  as to,

---------------o e one akh and 51 thou- example Daudnagar which is close to
Por a full account of the work in 1940-41 D e h r i  y e t  co m p ares  v e r y  u n fa v o u r a b ly  

' ee their Annual Report just published. w ith  i f  in its results,
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Special Classes. A second encouraging feature is
T ■ i , , . that the spread of literacy amongst
I am disappointed also at the slow- adults has undoubtedly led to a greater

ness with which literacy is spreading demand for schools for the education
amongst the rural Chaukidars and there of children. The demand shows that
has also been a disappointment in the the beneflts of literacy are beginning
great hopes that we entertained of to be more widely appreciated, and it
assistance from the co-operative societ- is a den3and which wiU certainly be
les and certain mills and factories. met-
The Tata Iron and Steel Company has
done excellent work amongst its own on’ ro ess'onal Leaders,
labour, and I trust that they will afford I would draw your attention also to
a shining example to other large em- another feature which I consider is
ployers of labour. most encouraging and that is the very

gratifying manner in which the heavy
I have dealt somewhat upon the burden of the campaign is being trans­

dark side because in this as in other ferred from professional to non-profes-
campaigns wishful thinking will not sional shoulders. In the intensive
help us, and we must face the whole of thanas with which the report deals out
the facts and all the facts squarely. of 23,480 voluntary workers only 6,569
There are on the credit side many en- were professional teachers. If you will
couraging features upon which we are examine the figures given at page 28
entitled fro congratulate ourselves, and of the report you will see that the
from which we may draw inspiration overwhelming number of these volun-
for further efforts. Amongst the first tary workers come from the class of
of these I would place the undeniable cultivators. I should like to underline
fact that the movement has resulted in this fact, ladies and gentlemen, very
an all-round increase of literacy, and plainly, because it means that those
in a desire for literacy. Information who have themselves acquired a certain
on public matters which is published in amount of literacy with difficulty are
the Roshni and also in the Dehat now keen to impart its benefits to other
reaches the most distant and backward neighbours, and if this feature persists
areas rapidly and in a correct form, and the movement will increase and will
this is most valuable at a time like the acquire a momentum of its own which
present. Owing to difficulties in the will carry it forward far more rapidly
paper supply we have had to limit the than any official efforts can do.
number of copies of the Roshni which
are distributed, but our information is Newspapers,
that each copy is now read by many One other little side-light I may
more persons than formerly, and there mention which gave me very great
is no reason to suppose that the actual pleasure is that at one centre to which
number of people who are reached by certain newspapers have been supplied
this means of publicity is not increas- for the instruction of the literates the
ing. literates themselves combined to col-
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lect the money for the renewal of the attention to increasing the number of 
subscriptions to the papers for the these, and seeing that they function 
ensuing year. -probably,- Here is a field in which our

Post-Literacy ) voluntary workers can be of the great­
est assistence. They can undertake to 

This brings me to the matter of run a village library and persuade the 
Post-literacy. The literacy work which new literates to attend it regularly, to
we do in intensive thanas is that of read the newspapers and books and to
shock troops who attack the demon of discuss points that arise from their
illiteracy and subdue him, but the ter- reading. Even if a worker can only
ntory thus gained must be occupied spare one or two hours a week for this 
and held after the shock troops have purpose his assistance will be of the
Passed on to a more extended front, greatest value,
and unless we can do this, slackness,
enertia, fatigue and other distractions A Mistake,
which are the guerrilla forces of the T f . , , 1t ,
enemy will work behind our lines and J  am afraid that not all of our early
deprive us of the fruits of our initial Pupations were entirely suitable for
victory. For this occupation and con- the purp° ^  for which they were in-
solidation of the ground gained by the **  They were inf ned to be to°
shn^F _____ _ i j  didactic or instructional; some of them&nock troops we must rely more and , ,, r r ’ .
more as the area so gained increases in weie u o acts an igurcs a out
size upon the sustained energy of our SUch subJectsas scientific agriculture,
voluntary non-official workers. “Each ®an*tatlon and Jhyg,ene’ animal hus'nno u " i i  j i bandry, etc., and some of them con-one teach one has been a good slogan . , ’ , , ' *in i T ii tamed rather long words. We werein the past, but I will give you a new , ,sino^„ f . m tact trying, in the course of the pro-siogan for the coming year namely , . . , yj ,   ̂ „ r • cess of teaching a man to read, to cramteach one and keep two. It is per- , .  . . , ' u u ““l
baps more spectacular and more satis- , im at. 1 ie same time v it i useful in-
fying to the individual worker to formatl°n- This I am convinced was
reclaim a fellow being from illiteracy, \  mlsf f  • When a man is devoting
but it is equally important and needs fhe whole °f blf. powers to learning his
far more sustained efforts to keep him T  "g °Ut hlS W°lds Wlth
derate and I would earnestly ask all difficulty he has no attention to spare
our workers whether school botts, col- f° f ™em°r*slng the actual imp°tt of the
lege students or adults to take up this T * 15 1 .St0ry °f a high
pew slogan and make certain that our °ffiClaI wh° was making an inspection
few literates do not relapse into illitera- “  & Cer‘a,n loJcalluty- wl?lch was dlfficult
cy for want of the necessary friendly to reach’ and the only way he could
interest and stimulation. **  WaS, °n - He was not,

a good horse-man, and had considerable 
In the work of consolidating literacy difficulty in remaining firmly in the

tbe village library will play an import- saddle. When his guide began pointing
ant part and we must devote more out to him the interesting features of
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the area the distinguished visitor said more libraries have to be established.
"Please do not interrupt me. Do you If each district board, local board and
not see that I am busy riding.” It is municipality would spend a little
the same with our new literates. They money in establishing and maintaining
are busy learning to read and have no libraries of the books published by the
time for considering what it is they are Mass Literacy Committee it would
actually reading. For this reason in- enable our resources to go very much
stead of dull and uninteresting though further than they can otherwise do.
useful information we are now endeav­
ouring to provide them with light and This has been a long speech but now
diverting reading matter such as fables,  ̂am done' I offer my sincerest thanks
riddles and traditional songs in their to ab’ whether officials or non-officials,
own dialect, and the result has been an wbo have helped us in this movement
amazing increase in the interest which hitherto and I would earnestly ask you
literates are now showing in the village no  ̂ re âx your efforts and not to let
libraries. But we want more literature y°ur enthusiasm wane. Stir yourselves
of this kind. A man cannot be ex- UP once more and Press forward. The
pected to read the same books over movement is now becoming too big to
and over again, and as he becomes be conducted mainly under official
more accustomed to the effort of read- direction, and we must rely more and
ing and reads quicker he will get ' more upon its spontaneous diffusion by 
through the books in the library in a non-official voluntary efforts. Make
shorter time and will need more and UP y°ur minds to do even better in the
more of them. We shall have to meet ensuing year than you have done in the
this demand and publish more and more past. Teach one and keep two.
short but interesting books for the De,ire Hy,er EJuc, tion
new-made literates. I would ask the
public to help us in this matter. I The Secretary Provincial Mass
propose to institute a competition with Literacy Committee, Bihar, Patna, 
substantial prizes for the best books writes:—
submitted, and I hope we shall receive The acquisition of literacy by those
a large number of entries. who been denied the opportunity

Local Bodies °* attencbn£ tbe school in their child­
hood has led to a growing demand in 

In the sphere of establishing village many Districts for higher education,
libraries I would appeal particularly to Large numbers of the new literates
the local bodies to help us. The below the age of 30 are now anxious to
amount of money we can spend upon continue their studies and qualify for
this is limited and whilst the growing Lower Primary and Upper Primary
practice of literacy means that new Examinations. It is not possible for
books have to be supplied to existing them to attend the Day Schools as
libraries, the addition of new areas regular students as they are busy
each year means also that more and during the day. In many Districts
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teachers of Primary Schools are help- hands of Prof. V. G. Rao. In /his
"ig them in their studies. The Direc- address to the students, Prof. Rao laid
°r of Public Instruction, Bihar, has special emphasis on the desirability

very kindly ordered that these literate of students taking interest in social
rut pupils may be permitted to appear service and preparing themselves

at the Annual Examinations in all the for discharging their duties as citizens,
ubjects prescribed for the Lower A vote of thanks to Prof. Rao by Mr.
nmary and Upper Primary Examina- V. G. Tamwekar, Chairman of the

tions as private candidates. The ex- Social Gathering Committee, and tea
minations should be conducted by the and refreshment terminated this

Head Teachers of Primary Schools pleasant function,
concerned who should also grant the c ■ r o ■ ^
usual certificates to the candidates , -Social Service Quarterly.
Passing the Examinations. It is expect- Janua^  2942. 
ed that this new development will give
a great stimulus to the Mass Literacy BOMBAY LITERACY WEEK
Movement as the doors of higher edu-
cation are now open to this fast n u T1™rs,day- February 26th the
expanding class of new literate adults. Bombay Adult Education Committee 

____  inaugurated a Literacy Week for the

BOMBAY SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE a n /m L o n  fof™ "8 SJ,ra|lathj'ana support for a worthy cause. Over
The Annual inspection of the two years have elapsed since the adult

League’s Night High School took literacy campaign was launched in the
Ptace on the 15th December, 1941. It city and though the results do not
was carried out by Mr. C. P. Budhrani, entirely fulfil earlier expectations they
L-A., B. T„ T.D. (Lond.), M.R.S.T., are on the whole encouraging. In this
Asst. Educational Inspector, Bombay period the number of adult literates
Division. At this school a three-day has increased by over 30,000 of whom
Programme of the annual social gather- nearly 5,000 are women. The total
’ng was also arranged, on the 18th, and number of illiterate petsons in Bombay
9th and 20th of the same month. nearly six lakhs and the leeway to be

T he programme consisted of the stag- made up 1S therefore considerable.
'ng of two plays at the Damodar The campaign has fully justified
1 hackersey Hall, one in Urdu by Mr. Government’s strong support; given

Syed, M.A., the Persian teacher more Public co-operation and assistance
at the school who is also an amateur there ls every reason to hope that the
actor, an elocution competition, reci- rate Progress will be considerably
tations of lyrics, and light refreshments. accelerated.

(o"tht  21“  1rizej  ,werc distr,ibuted Some four hundred classes are now
the 1  h° P 3y!d t ieir PartS beSt in maintained in different parts of the city
^cces fa, T ' ,Cr  an“ S ”  W" e by and night a. places convement - ssful in the competitions, at the to adult pupils. An important part of
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the campaign is the provision of post- Government were interested in that
literacy classes which are essential if work, and he hoped that the Centre
the learning so laboriously acquired is would turn out useful service,
to be maintained Last year over forty
of these classes attended by about 4,000 Mr- Chakkarai Chettiar said that
pupils were functioning, but there is the Association had been doing very
obviously need for expansion in this g°od work and deserved all support
direction; as we emphasised before, possible. One could not over-estimate
unless the deficiency here is made good tha importance of this work and he
without undue delay, the wastage will Twlshed Godspeed to the Centre
be considerable. The Committee Lltf™cy must be spread in the land
should also take steps to provide more and he stressed the need for enthusiastic
books and pamphlets suitable for adult voluntary workers m the field. More
literates; some progress has been made tha/ t all, they needed trained teachers
here, but the dearth of suitable litera- and he hoPed tkat the Centre would
ture is still felt. It is to be hoped that turn out several well-equipped tea-
the public will subscribe generously chers.
towards the funds which the Commit- Dr. Arundale said that he was a
tee proposes raising during the week. staunch believer in adult education as
The Bombay Millowners Association a means Qf maintaining the ancient
has given the campaign its active sup- culture of a country. He had been
port; since literate workers make for interested in the work ever since he
a higher standard of intelligence and was a professor in the Central Hindu
efficiency, employers generally wou College, Benares, and even now in
do well to encourage the campaign. Adyar they had trained men to spread

[Times of India] literacy among the masses. At present,
-------  they were engaged in making the

people A. R. P. conscious. The teachers 
TRAINING IN ADULT EDUCATION must have sustained inteiest in the

Dr. Arundale’s Appeal subject and he was of the opinion that,
, , _ T , , ,  besides teaching the adults the three

On February 1st. Dr. au ac s g_>s_ some art or handicraft must be
Adult Education Training Centre o taught to them. The culture of India
the South Indian Adult Education could be kepfc up Qnly that way. The
Association was inaugurate at oya- teachers must endeavour to make their
pettah by Dr. G. S. - run a e- r' pupils feel that they were Indians first
V. Chakkarai Chettiar, Mayor of ^  tQ take pride in that fact- The
Madras, piesided. aim must he to produce good self-

Mr. G. Harisarvothama Rao, Presi- sacrificing citizens of India, 
dent of the Association, said that the
aim of the Centre was to train teachers Messages wishing success to the
in the methods of adult education. All Centre were received from Mr. Roche
political parties in the country and the Victoria and Mr. Penning.
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HYDERABAD week-ends, when some of the staff and
A second memorandum on the cen- boys out to various villages to 

sus of 1941, issued by the Hyderabad teach.
Census Commissioner, shows that the Work on the study of Basic Hindus-
population of the Nizam’s Dominions, tani and on the Annotated Hindi
as provisionally ascertained, is Bibliography is still going on. It is
16,194,313, which is equivalent to the expected the Bibliography will be
combined population of the Mysore, printed this Spring. In the plans for
Travancore and Baroda States. The next year, it is hoped to render a similar
rise is 12.2 per cent. The State’s service for Urdu Books. If anyone
Population has increased during the knowing of useful and good Urdu books
last 50 years by about 40.4 per cent. would communicate with the Secretary
Literacy in the State rose by 86.6 per of the U. P. C. C. Committee, it will be
cent during the decade. appreciated.

--------- D. L. D r a g o n ,
U. P. NEWS Secretary.

The Adult Literacy Committee of . ,
tke U. P. C. C. held a meeting recently ADULT EDUCATION SOCIETY, KODUVA- 
in Agra. At that time the work of YUR-PALGHAT
the previous year was reviewed and The visit of Mr. P. M. Gopala-
Pians laid for the future. While krishnan, Organising Secretary 
igures of any exactitude are difficult I. A. E. A„ to these parts has infused

obtain, it would seem that much fresh life into Adult Education work-
o "  S ^ u ' T , 11168 iS g°ing °n‘ erS< The comPlcxity of the Adult
Mr, j LUi B°d^’ reP°rting for Education problem in India, especially

radabad, states there were 600 new with special reference to South India
semi-hterates during the year (a semi- was described by him with the aid of
iterate being one finished with the charts and maps, etc.
rimer and reading any one of several

Readers, but not yet an easy or able v  T' Puolic meeting was held in The
reader). A survey made this last year Koduvayur Higher Elementary School
It* 2 areas (for Christians only) shows on January, 1942, under the
a total of 4,118 literates. Figures of presidency of Dr. M. K. Menon, when
Illiteracy, however, show over 36,000 ^ r‘ Gopalakrishnan delivered
still illiterate! It is hoped that other a future on Adult Education and
areas will make similar’surveys to give National Reconstruction. In the course
a more adequate idea of what condi- future he spoke of the experi-
tions really are. The Colleges, also, ments made in the matter of Adult
lave been doing much fine work. Education in different parts of India,
Ewing Christian College of Allahabad , difficulties in the way and how 
has a Social Service League which is t rey are tackled.
In charge of 4 schools, as well as much With a view to start Adult Edu-
°therwork. Lucknow Christian Col- cation Classes, a committee was formed 
ege does most of its work during the at Koduvayur, with Sri M. N. Nair
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M. A., LL. B., S. T. C., as Director, Dr. Special Classes for Adult Wmen:
M. K. Menon, Piesident; Sri,.S. K. We are deeply grateful to all the
Mannadiar, Vice-President; The Vice- ladies for their self-sacrificing work in
President, Panchayat Board, Koduva- spreading useful knowledge and culture
yur, Sn A. M. Mannadiyar, Head amongst the womenfolk. The work

astei, Higher Elementary School, in tbe Hindi classes is specially note-
Secretary, Messrs. P. V. Vasu Nair, worthy for the striking successes of

. A. L. T. and P. R. Nair, Committee the scholars in the examinations con-
members with power to co-opt. ducted by the Dakshina Bharat Hindi

The first committee meeting of the Prachar Sabha. From the Pentland- 
above society was held on 8th February, peta centre, 11 members took the
1942 at 5 p.m. when Sri M. N. Nair Prathamic Examination and 9 secured
took the chair and the following pro- I class and 2 the II class, Mrs. Lila
gramme was chalked out: Bai Kamath standing first in the district.

-< ryn, . , , , , From the Jeppoo centre, 9 members
1. The classes are to be held once took the prathamic Examination and

a week from 7 to 8 p.m. 7 got i class and 2 II class. Mrs.
2. The classes to be begun on 1st Parvathi standing first in the Presidency;

March, 1942 with an inaugu- g took the Madhyama Examination
ral lecture on  ̂“Literacy of whom 6 got I class and 2 II class.
Problem in India from Sri From the Codialbail centre 6 members
M. N. Nair. took ^g  prathamic Examination and

3. The committee is to awaken 3 got I class and 3 Ilnd class, Mrs.
interest by conducting preli- K. Kamala Bai standing first in the
minary propaganda. district. 4 took the Madhyama Exami-

4. Magic Lantern Lectures, lec- nation of whom one got I class and 2
tures on Health Problems, on II class. •
the Civic Conscience, first-aid, Arts pestival;
as also exhibitions and excur­
sions will be arranged An Arts FestIval was held on 31st

5. A Public Library and Rcad.ng August 1940 by the members of the
Room shall be establ.shed in “ mg'n. Samaj at the Besant National
i Girls School. It was opened by Miss
aue course. j ean Glen Walker a lady who had

Pallashi, M. N. NAIR travelled far and wide and imbibed the
20th Feb. 1942 culture of several countries. Various

_____ beautiful articles of handicrafts and
n/TAMf At ORIF visual art were placed in the exhibition.

It was a great success and was enjoyed 
A Section of a report relating to by all members. - 

Adult Education amongst women of 
Bhagini Samaj, Mangalore, (Sub-con- Branches:
stituency of the Karnataka Branch— With a view to spread the activities
All-India Women’s Association) is and influence of the Samaj in the differ- 
given below. ent parts of the District, a beginning
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was made by starting branches at two 2. Basic Mrs. Lila Bai
P aces. Kasargod Centre was opened English. Padubidri, Mrs.

y Mrs. Rama Bai Pandit on 2nd Pnla Bai E. Rau,
November, 1940 and the Udipi one on 5 jES ™.ma,a Pan‘

Brkto°VThbeb 191° by^ Ml'S' ! f f ry Shambhavi^Missllcto; 4 he branch- at Kasargod has M Gita,
organised classes in Hindi and Spinning 3. Cooking. Mrs. Lila Bai
wnich are reported to be quite popular. Padubidri.

» Lectures on various topics and Hari- 4. Painting. Mrs. B. Uma
katha performances have also been Bai A. Rao.
arranged for the benefit of the mem- 5. Music. Mrs. Kalle Tara
oers there. Mrs. Kalavathi G. Kumble Bai, Mrs. Mai-
and Mrs. Sarojini Kakkillaya are the trayini Bai, Mrs.
enthusiastic Secretaries of the branch. Sharada Bai.
The branch at Udipi exerted in organ- 6- Needie* Paid worker.
ising the 2nd District Conference „ W°r
held on 23rd December, 1940 presided ’ 'V? ". Hindi- Mrs- Saraswatbi
over by Mrs. Esther Soans and impor- cipal Ma- Sumitra BaiMlSS
tant resolutions affecting the welfare ternity 2. Music. Paid worker.
of women were passed. The members Centre 3 . Needle- Paid worker.
from Udipi went round the district building work>
and enlisted delegates for the Con- yt Pth’
ference. Delegates from all over disposal of
the district were present at the Con- the Samaj.
ference The Bhagini Samaj is affilia- 3. Jeppu at 1. Hindi. Srimathi M. Lila- 
ted to the Karnataka Provincial Consti- the resi- 2. Ayur- vathi R. Bhat
tuency of the All-India Women’s dence of veda. Srimathi M. Lila-
Conference. Stimathi vathi R. Bhat.

M. Lila-
C en tre . C la sse s . L a d ie s  in  C h a rg e . vathy R.
h Kodialbail, 1. Hindi. Miss Tara Kama- Bhat

Samaj th, Miss Kausal- 4. Falneer at 1. Hindi. Mrs. K S. Rao.
Building. ya Rai, Mrs. M. the resi- 2. Basic Mrs Radh'a

Parvathi Bai, dence of English. Baliga.
Mrs. P. Uma Mrs. Mary 3. Needle- Mr. Kamala Bai
Bai, Mrs. K. Britto. work. Tellicherikar.
Kamala Bai, Mrs. 4. Paper Miss Muriel
VarijaBai. flowers. Pinto.

jRetag anli Ji3otcg
The Christudasa Ashram, Olive Ashram. During the time of the visit

hdount, Coilmanna Post, Palghat, is be- of the organising Secretary of the
"?g run with the Rev. P. John Ver- I. A. E. A. who had gone to that area
§heese at it's head. There is an Adult in connection with A, E. work else-
Night School under the auspices of the where he could not see the Adult

NEW S AND NOTES 29



School at work that being a harvest The attendance was comparatively
holiday season. He had a profitable poor because of the recent bla.ckout
talk with the workers. which has scared people. On the 12th

* * * February out of a total strength of 28
Adult Night School of the East PuPils 21 were present with two teach-

Buliward Teachers’ Guild School, ers and one visitor. The organising
secretary and Instructor of Quick Lite- 

TRICHINQPQLY, racy method taught them as to how to
SOUTH In d i a . learn for knowledge, efficiency and use;;

The Teachers’ Guild of Trichino- fuIness t0 t]f  „ countr>’- The A^e
poly has reasons to be congratulated groups aie «s o ows.
upon this bold experiment which is be- 36— 1
ing conducted for over four years fight- 20-25—13
ing against tremendous odds and bold- 16-19__10
ly facing reverses of a discouraging ^  ^ ^
nature. The organising Secretary of
the Indian Adult Education Associa- Sri S. T. Ramanuja Ayengar, B. A.
tion with Mr. A. K. Moses, Instructor L. T., of the South Indian Teachers’
in Dr. Laubach’s Quick Literacy Association and bis associates richly
methods visited the School both on the deserve to be congratulated upon this
nights of the 11th and 12th February. laudable enterprise.

^ t u Q e n t s  a n o  a o u l t  OB Ducatton
I. WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, undertook the task and visited the

MADRAS. village thrice a week in the evenings
Tl i t .i r> • ■ i holding classes in private houses. TheThanks to the Principals coming in , J c . _ —,

success,on faking very keen interest in attcnd“ “  rapged fr°m 4 '°  7: Tbere
Social Welfare Work, members on rhe appearad be a" Mcograsm* , r« '
staff of tire College and Students have ponSe f o r b u t  lf not whol,y i j • i j • j  , AJ i t -  a successful venture. A senior inter-been doing splendid work. Adult hte- , j u„ u  ,i i  - i l l  , mediate student taught an elderly wo-racy work has rightly become the in- , , . —ttodro! .save of u, • • , ,r , man to read and write. I he womantegial part of their social welfare work. . , . ™. .to .v loo-? 1 t did not wish to continue, ihis result-brom the year 1937 a place m the , . , v , . , . ,
neighbourhood of the college called a dad‘”e tbe
The Mohammedans Gardens' has been tblrd telm ,be college year 194°-4L
their main centre of work. The work Notwithstanding these experiences
has been steadily growing from small now there are students and members
beginnings. A little over two years on the staff who persist in carrying on
ago a few women were made literate and insist on giving effect to a full
while the Sunday class teachers con- programme. About thirty students
centrated their efforts in making the and four members of the staff go every
illiterate servants of the college lite- Friday evening. They divide them
rate. Old students of the college selves into various groups doing various
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kinds of social work of which literacy Indias and bring home to their minds in
is an important section of work. There a vivid, graphic and forcible manner
were practical difficulties. Timings that they are bound, actuated by the
were often found to be unsuitable. love of God and Man to carry on this
Student volunteers and others of the great work at any cost. It may safely
college could not give attention to be said that this work, and experiences

etails, and follow-up-work needed gained therefrom have resulted in
special preparation. So, from the be- awakening the minds of students to
ginning of the academic year 1941-42 recognise and meet the great need of
a retired secondary trained teacher enlightening the masses not only in
was appointed to be in-charge of the carrying on the extra curricular activi-
work on a monthly allowance of Rs. 15. ties of the college but in developing

e works for three hours a day in the some form of work in their own native
evenings. Dr. Laubach s Quick liter- , villages, or towns, 
acy method (Tamil) is being followed. r  n j  t  ,
The social service section supplied -Culled from annual reports
books, notebooks, pencils etc., About and r*pmt htterS

fifteen women attend the class, and II. GOVERNMENT VICTORIA COLLEGE, 
they have attained varying degrees of PALGHAT.
Progress. Most of them can read well, .
and arrangements are being made to [ he Vl,ctoria Nigbt School attached
add another class here before long. to lls cobe§e has been in charge of an

Assistant Lecturer of the College. He 
A few of them show great eager- ts assisted by a committee of College

ness, but on the whole, it is a difficult Students. The organising Secretary of
piece of work requiring great patience, the Indian Adult Education Associa-
°Ptimism and courage. The arrange- tion visited the centre on 12th January,
ment of holding classes in private 1942, and discussed the work of the
houses is being found to be unsatisfac- Institution, factors retarding progress,
tQry. Sometimes there are petty quar- limitations and possibilities with the
l'eIs amongst families, and thus, attend- teachers and the Vice-President of the
ance suffers. Attempts are being made Night School Association. The report
to secure adequate finance to put up of this section of the work as appeared
an unostentatious building. The al- in the Government Victoria College
lowance of the teacher is being paid Magazine Vol VII No. 2. February,
from the funds of the old students’ 1941, is reproduced hereunder:—
Association of the College while other Victoria Night Schoo,
expenses are being met by College „ n
Collections and regular subscriptions , . The Co1 ege c°ntm“es to conduct 
from the present students and members e’f  ^ear a s° 4 ie Victoria Night,
on the staff school, bn A. Govinda Wariyar is the

Vice-President and SriP. Surendranath 
Modest as the achievements may Menon and P. A. Srinivasan are the joint

Seem, the chief object of the venture Secretaries of the Night School Asso-
ls to help students to establish, perma^ ciation. There are 57 adults attending
n?nt points of contact with the ‘Real the night classes, which are in the
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charge of two permanent teachers who is being carried on. On the date of
are assisted in their work by the stu- reporting this eight classes were held,
dents of the College. The College apart from discussion hours with the
Dramatic Society put on boards two students outside the Training class
dramas this year for the benefit of the hours. Five classes of 7h hours dura-
Night School, the net proceeds of tion (1J hrs. each class) were given on
which amounted to Rs. 175. The Dr. Laubach’s quick Adult Literacy
authorities of the School are much in- method, and something of other known
debted for this timely help to the methods of imparting literacy. In-
College Dramatic Society and to struction regarding the taking of rural
Messrs. V. Venkataraman and K. S. surveys, ways of tackling poverty aris-
Unni, the producers of the two ing out of wastage, ignorance, and
dramas. superstitious beliefs were given in the

. _____________ ___  ___  next three classes. Practical talks are
HI. PUDUKOTAH STATE, STUDENTS AND being arranged to be given by the 

ADULT EDUCATION. officers of the Educational, Agriculture,
In October 1941 number of the Medical and Engineering Departments

I. J. A. E. a note was published regard- in the hope that these boys may carry
ing the action of the Pudukottai Darbar knowledge to the doors of the masses
approving the recommendation of the in villages or areas where they live.
Director of Public Instruction of the It may be noted that, not only the stu-
state in consultation with the Rural dents deputed specially for the purpose,
Improvement Officer by which the but a large number of students volun-
Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. who is tarily attended the classes much to
also the Associate Secretary of the their profit. The natives of Pudukotah
Indian Adult Education Association state who are studying in first grade
was directed that a course of training colleges in Trichinopoly and elsewhere
for a dozen pupils selected from the have offered to form themselves into
Maharajah’s College High School and an Association, and to work in a few
the C. S. M. High School be given that of the villages wherefrom the twelve
they might work during the summer students come during the forth-coming
holidays in their villages. The work summer holidays.

IBook metiieU) Section
Villagers' Guide and Calendar for this Guide and Calendar. The very

1942: Published by the Agricultural fact that this omnibus volume is priced
Department of the Government of at Re. 0-1-6 proves their anxiety to
Madras, pp. 313, price Re. 0-1-6, post- make it available to the poorest of the
age Re. 0-2-9—(not sent by V. P. P.). ryot, if only he is able to use it. Even 

The Agricultural Department of the a cursory glance through the Guide
Government of Madras, deserves to be would convince anyone what exhaustive
congratulated on placing within the and useful knowledge such as care of
reach of the ryot in that Presidency the soil, selection of the seed, use of
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suitable implements, knowledge of the The book is designed to acquaint
Pests and diseases, care of the cattle, overseas readers who want to  have
leisure hours, etc., etc., is here provided. some acquaintance with the day to day
And the co-operation of such other working of the Criminal law. It should
Departments as Veterinary, Industries> prove particularly interesting to the
and Fisheries, Public Health and Educa- Indian readers because the penal ad-
tlon has enhanced the usefulness of ministration of this country is largely
this Guide, providing as they do very based on British jurispudence.
valuable instructive and educative in- A. , , . , ,
formation of a wide range . the end ot the book the author8 has given a summary of an actual case,

We are particularly interested in J be. King Versus Thorne, a notable
the Section dealing with the education ™ sh. murder Trial. This will help
of tbp ti T7 j . • , the uninitiated reader to grasp some of
n y f' ^ he Education Depa - the theories that the author has des­
cent seems to be anxious to provide cribed in the earlier parts of the booklet
each and every village with a school for which is suitably illustrated with eight
the benefit of the children, and also to full-page illustrations.
make it a medium of getting in touch R , ,,1 r ■ ir i ■ j i • But the age-long traditions of thewith the ryot himself and induce him Priminoi i itr> ci j u- i j i i j ^rinunallawnavemmanyrespectsout-to shed his apathy towards a knowledge sm w n  t l " , , ,nf . E,, , it i- grown their usefulness, and a great dealthe three R s, as also to enable him of corruption has set both ,n h
S W 6 > c,ean' healthy ancl ratlonal system and its admimstration. Th.s

side of the picture is given in “English 
As this Guide and Calendar is made Justice” (now a Penguin) by Solicitor, 

available in all the South Indian verna- L K Dubey
culars, we are sure it will be very _____
widely used. THE BRITISH SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

K. Veerappa.
This booklet of Dr. Robson reminds

-------  one of Lord Samuel’s talk on the British
* Parliamentary system broadcast by the
British Life and Thought Series, Long- B.B.C. in December, 1938, but the for-

mans Green and Co. Price 1 sh. mer is decidedly more terse and illumi-
l' acb- nating. Dr. Robson displays a rare

3. British Justice, by Sir Maurice gift of combining brevity with compre-
Amos, K.C.K.B.E., Longmans Green hensiveness and is able to place before
mid Co Pn 52 1 Sh net lls rea(fers with lucidity all the prin-. Pp OtL, Sh. net. cipd features Qf fhe Br.dsh Smem  Qf

Sir Maurice Amos because of his Government. The right way of study-
uigh legal qualifications is well-suited ing the constitutional history of Eng-
to write on such a vast and dry subject land is to begin with the present and
ln a brief and presentable form. It is to go back to the past. To those who
^signed to give a bird’s-eye view of intend studying the British constitution

Administration of Criminal Law in in this way Dr. Robson’s booklet will
Ilta’n- be a very useful guide.
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Not satisfied with a mere descrip- esting visits which the traveller pays in
tion of the political institutions of his short sojourn in a foreign land.
England to-day Dr. Robson adds a few They will also find a great deal which
paragraphs to show how the spirit of is new to them,
liberty and democracy resides in them. British Bport ana Games, by Bernard 

In India the last portions of the Darwin, pp. 42: 
booklet deserve careful study because Cricket and GoIf are supposed to
the author proves how liberty co-exists represent thc spirit of the leisured
with restraints of law and how a spirit classes of Britain, and therefore it is
of kindliness and tolerance informs the but meet that a person who has _
actual working of the government. sented England several times as a
This spirit is revealed, he says, not only Go]fer in the U.S.A. should write this
in the political sphere but also in the litt]<? book. He points out that s t
field of industry. “is an almost unavoidable part of the

The author is not a mere propagan- average boy’s upbringing..........1” I t  is
dist because he admits the existence, in said that when the Briton buys a News-
England, of serious social inequalities. paper, he turns first of all to the sport-
But he points out the saving feature big pages.
that the privileged classes have worked The good sportsman, the author
ceaselessly for the uplift, both moral tells us, “does not want to win through
and material, of the poorer classes. some misfortune of his adversary. The

C. D. PANDYA. good sportsman is a good loser and
what is perhaps as difficult a good 

The Face of Britain, by Dudley winner.” He thinks that the most
Stamp, pp. 67 with 11 illustrations and 4 typical example of the average Briton’s
maps:-- devotion to sport is the Boat-race

This little book by the Reader in which though it concerns the two most
Economic Geography in the University exclusive and expensive Universities,
of London will be welcomed by those moves I1}2 ma” 111 the sfreet in a Grange
who have read some of his previous ™ay- The other sports mentioned in­
works. In recent years he has been e a<Ting’ Ishmg, lennis and
Organiser and Director of the Land' Rugby< The sophisticated young Indian 
Utilisation Survey of Britain. His ex- m a y  sPfnd a ,n  l a s t i n g  afternoon
perience in this connection is made going through this brochure and pick
available to his readers in this book. UP information which will enable him to

i i i  i t  show off in the sporting pavilion!Geography teachers who nave to deal ______ .
with England for their classes and
lecturers in Method in Training Col- SAKSHARTHA DEEP
leges and Schools will find a great deal This fortnightly paper published by ^
of material here which can make their the Bombay Literacy Committee pro­
approach to England realistic and vides very suitable material for new
interesting to their classes. Those who literates. The type is bold and the
have visited England will be glad to language easy, and topics dealt with of
revive their memories of many inter- common interest to new literate adults.

-
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V T itle  jFa c ta ts  fn a o u lt  C D u c a tfo n

By M. J. Sa r g u n a m , M. A., L. T.
[This analysis of Adult Education by a member of the Senate and Syndicate of the Madras 

University is both simple and fresh. As an active worker in the field of Adult Education, Mr 
Sargunam speaks as a practical educationist—E d i to r ,  I. J. A E.]

The adult education movement has policy fr med with reference to the
not made much progress in this country entire problem of Indian Education.
and it is worthwhile examining the T, . , .
causes of the ‘ stagnation’ if not of This brings me to th e  seco n d  fa c to r .
‘ wastage’ of the well-meant efforts on The n̂ lonal PIan nee<3s to be imple- 
behalf of the movement. mented by a national Director of Public

Instruction in each province. It has 
The first factor is the lack of a been said that Indian Education is very

Plan of national reconstruction of largely in the hands of Indian Ministers
which Adult Education is an integral of Education and the department is
and important part. You may call it manned largely by Indian members,
rural reconstruction or village improve- But until we have at the head, an
ment. But without a comprehensive, Indian Director of Public Instruction
complete and co-ordinated plan the with a burning passion for the literacy
movement can’t go forward. All the and cultural advancement of the entire
officers of the departments of Gov- population of the country, one who
ernment ought to have the welfare will not be daunted by the financial
of the villagers at heart and give of stringency of the Government, nor satis-
their best to them. As yet there is no fied by what has been so far gained
national plan before the country. the Adult Education movement can’t
. e Advisory Board of Education has make steady progress. Education is

given some attention to the problem, our birthright and we don't want mere
and that quite by the way. The prob- concessions and half measures. This
em is so colossal and the. need for its ..is not to deny that British officers 
n ution so imperious that a separate have done good and conscientious and

department should be created and its efficient work. It is just to recognize



that under a national Government the We shall need all the 10% of the popu-
national servant of the people can and lation—all the men and women—who
will give better service. are literate according to the latest

census, to enlist and actively strive 
Thirdly, the legislative enactment of for the cause. Every pupil in the

compulsory elementary Education: So schooJs including e lem enta ry  schools
long as parents do not feel it their and every student in the col,eges and
duty to send children to school, they every citizen must give his time and
will keep them away and use them at talents to achieve the permanent
home or in the fields to augment the literacy of the remaining 90% of his
meagre family income. The longer fellowmen.
this act is delayed, the more serious
the problem will become. What pro- With the fourth is closely linked up
paganda can make the 400 millions of the question of Finance. No Voluntary
people literate in the course of even agency can tackle this question by
half a century? In fact at the present itself. We need boldly to meet this
rate, it will take a hundred years to vexed question of finance by further
achieve the desired result. It is idle taxation if necessary and in any case
to discuss whether compulsion or coer- make adequate provision m the nation’s
cion is moral and right. In times of budget. I would not hesitate to cut
physical danger, the bogey is not tke planes of officials the highest
raised. When war goes on, individual to what is the ProPer level for a
freedom is taken away. It is not even country whose standaid of life is so
correct to call it compulsion when Iow as 1/24 of U. S. A. I would even
peoples’ representatives and chosen, appeal to the entire nation to take an
trusted leaders demand such compre- oa^1 self*denial or fast for a day
hensive measures for the common good an<a ma e a Snt of what might have
o£ ajj been spent that day on food for the

body, seeing that the minds of millions 
Fourthly, we come to the agency for are starved for years because they

carrying on the Adult Education move- lack the means of gaining knowledge
ment on a nation-wide scale. We have and intellectual sustenance. The na-
not an adequate body of trained tion may be called upon to fast one
workers. Not only for this reason, but day each month until all the people
also because of the country’s poverty, are literate. I don’t know if such
the present rule requiring a teacher sacrifices are called for since the heavy
for a class of 40 pupils should be re- expenditure on the army in India,
laxed and what obtains in colleges whose people are unarmed, can be cur-
with large classes of 100 or 200 under tailed if not given up; and if without
one lecturer may be tried in elementary such penances and economies we can
schools and adult centres. Even then gain our object, well and good. I have
this Himalayan task can’t be fulfilled other suggestions to give on this point
by teachers only. No. Not even if we of finding the money for the prose-
should increase their number tenfold. cution of our noble efforts in this
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direction. But space does not permit that nothing can be done. I only 
me to deal with them here. plead that the movement should be

I do not mean that without these recognized as of supreme national
favourable factors the Adult Education importance and given every assistance
movement will come to a standstill or and the fullest support.

aDttlt dEDucation in ISomfiap
By P. A. W adia, M. A.

(Professor P. A. Wadia is a veteran in many a field. Adult Education is one of them. 
The story he tells here is a heartening one and will be read with interest and profit. Editor,
I- J. A. E . )

X even a national government cannot
When people in India talk of adult bear. And Russia in our own times

education they seem to be mixing up bas been able to accomplish this work
usually two very different things,— within a generation. It may be that
namely, the spread of literacy among the education imparted has been re-
the masses who constitute the adult gulated by propagandist motives and
Population and the need for giving the has been adapted to the ethos of the
adults who have already had the bene- new regime. But the value of the work
fit of a school education some amount cannot be overlooked.
of higher education or culture th a t  In a country like ours where govern-
would include the knowledge of m ent can find money for building up
human ideals and aspirations which go thg instruments of destruction, bu t can
by the name of l iterature, history, the find nQ money for the  construction
social sciences and philosophy, as also work of literacy and educationi it  iies
knowledge of the material universe beyond thg resources of p tivate en te r_
which is covered by the physical and pdse to  fiU m this gap. If private
Natural sciences. e lere o not seem efforts, however, and the missionary
o realize that the task of spreading ^  of ardent men and women arg

hteracy which is undoubtedly the employed in this direction we need not
foundation of all further studies has criticize these efforts as mispiaced and
been undertaken by all civilized soci- futile> For when nothing is accomp-
oties as the task of primary education Ushed by those who are m cha)rge o{
which would leave no adult illiterate, the destmies of this country, for lack
and that this task has been regarded as of resourceSi whatever little pnvate
a first charge on the public revenues enterprise can a c c o m p ti tb  is to be wel-
atter defence and maintenance of law COmed
and order. In a population of 400,000,000
the work of spreading literacy among But it must not be forgotten that
adults may very well involve a strain on adult education has meant and does
ffie resources of the country whicb mean something different from the
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work of making the adult population those who took advantage of the classes
literate. It has meant the work of to take an intelligent interest in the
spreading cultural education amongst civic and political affairs of their own
adults who may have received the country. Classes were accordingly an-
benefits of a primary and even a nounced in July, 1922, providing for
secondary education in the earlier the teaching of economics, political
periods of their lives. theory, Indian Administration and for

jj literary subjects, like Browning and
A , , • i Tennyson. The work was conductedApart from this let me return to , , , , ,„  . , , by the purely volunteer services of amy main topic. During the last 15 or , , , . , ,nn t i i  i • few professors connected with the20 years, there has been an awakening „ , ,,, , , , , , , , Bombay colleges,of a sense of the value of adult educa­

tion in the stricter connotation of the Classes were formed with about 12
term in our country. So far as Bombay to 15 people on an average to each
is concerned, as early as 1922, a few class. They were held after office
friends met in the house of the Prin- hours in the University Buildings and
cipal of Wilson College to consider elsewhere. Prof. C. N. Vakil took a
the desirability of starting adult educa- class in economics, another in the same
tion classes in the city. A committee subject was held in the Parel Working
was formed for the purpose of discuss- Men’s Institue, conducted by the Late
ing details with Dr. Harold Mann as Prof. R. M. Joshi of the Sydenham
chairman and Principal McKenzie as College; a class in psychology was ar-
secretary. It was felt that there was a ranged under Principal McKenzie in the
large field for educational work on the Servants’ of India Society and another
university level amongst important class on the Principles of Democracy
sections of the people living in Bombay was conducted by the writer of this
city. It was felt that amongst the article at the Y.M.C.A. at Byculla.
clerks and subordinates working in jjj
commercial firms, in banks, in govern­
ment offices like the secretariat, the In 1923, the committee thought that
postal department and the High Court, the time had arrived for the formation
and also amongst men employed in of an Adult Education Association. A
railway workshops and other factories preliminary meeting was held in Octo-
there might be very many who had no ber, 1923, presided over by Mr. Lallu-
opportunity for a cultural education and bhai Samaldas, with the writer of this
yet who might have a desire for know- article as convener and secretary. A
ledge and culture. With a view to committee was appointed for drawing
finding out whether there was a real up a constitution which was sub­
need amongst such people for cultural sequently confirmed and adopted at
knowledge the committee announed its another meeting. But though the 
readiness to form and conduct a few Association was formed it did not evoke
classes or study circles, the subjects enthusiasm amongst the citizens of
selected being such as would enable Bombay and it was allowed to lie dor-
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m ant, whilst the small group of pro- classes. Our experience, however, in
fessors who ran the classes continued Bombay has been that though from year
faithful to their work. They have been to year we get a fairly good number,
during all these years, carrying on, year that number does not rapidly increase,
after year, classes in a variety of sub- We feel that if some of these classes
jects, and after the formation of a new were conducted in the premises of the
Bombay Adult Education Association big commercial firms or banks or other
5 years ago, the professors got them- government offices, during office hours
selves affiliated to this Association and even once a week there might be a bet-
carry on their work as part of the work ter response and greater interest. It is
of the Association. The total number obvious that an ordinary office clerk
of students taking advantage of various after a hard day’s work does not feel
classes varies from 200 to 250, from any great inclination to attend a class
year to year. The classes are conducted of this kind, sacrificing other modes of
by professors from amongst a panel of relaxation. It is also possible that the
about 15 of them who take turns ac- people who work as leaders in these
cording to their convenience. These classes are not sufficiently inspiring and
classes are either terminal courses con- punctilious about their work. But the
sisting of 8 to 10 lectures or they are group of professors who are carrying
two years’ courses involving a little on this work feel that there is enough
Wore intensive study. The subjects by way of solace to them that they
include psychology, metaphysics, liter- have been able to keep up the interest
ary subjects like the Drama or the of those who wish to take advantage
Novel, political theory, economics, ad- of these classes and building up amongst
ministration, journalism and scientific them a civic consciousness so indispen-
subjects covering a wide range. It sable in a century which holds out the
might have been expected that as these promise of democracy as the only way
classes became better known there of life which will banish the destructive
might be a larger demand for such forces of war.

r /  ------a ^Beginning in jftagput Oninetsitp
(We have pleasure in reproducing below extracts from reports of the Proceedings of the 

L°urt, Academic and Executive Councils of the Nagpur University, which outline the story of a 
amall beginning with Extra-Mural work made under the aegis of the Nagpur University. We 
trust that members of University Bodies interested in adult education in other parts of India 
^ill take the initiative in bringing about similar or better arrangements in their areas —Editor 
t - J -A .E . )

I by the Court to the Academic Council
Copy of Minute No. 21 of a meeting for examination. (Minute No. 34, p. 

°f the Academic Council held on the 711) viz:—
3lst January, 1941. “That adequate steps be taken:—

EXTRA-MURAL DEPARTMENT. (A) to institute an enquiry into
21. Considered the following mo- the desirability of initiat­

ion  of Mr. R. M, Chetsingh referred ing and encouraging the
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establishment of Extra- may also request him to come to Nag-
Mural Departments and pur for an oral discussion of the sub-
the promotion of Exten- ject.
sion Work in the Col- II
leges maintained by or Copy of Minute No 23 of a meet.
admitted to the privileges ing of the Academic Council held on 
of the Nagpur University the 25th November, i 94L 
and so tar as possible by
the Nagpur University EXTRA-MURAL DEPARTMENT.
directly, in order to 23. “R e a d  the report of the Extra­
discharge more adequate- Mural Department Committee (dated
ly functions which are the 1st November, 1941) appointed by
being recognised increas- the Academic Council on the 31st
ingly as legitimate and January, 1941
essential in University D  ̂ , t- at it-., , , ,  j  Report of the Extra-Mural De­work the world over and  ̂  ̂^  ,, . , , . , partment Committee appointedwhich deserve special at- , . A , _ .., by the Academic Council ontention in the peculiar . _ T inn  / at-. . . • the 31st January, 1941 (Minuteconditions obtaining in 2i)
India to-day;

- 1. This Committee was appointed
(B) to bring forward concrete by thg Academic Council to consider

proposals for the imple- the lollowing motion of Mr R M
menting of any recom- Chetsingh referred by the Court to the
mendations that may Academic Council for examination and
emerge from the above t0 make recommendations, v i z : -
enquiry.”

lhat adequate steps be taken— 
R eso lved  that the following Com- . . .

mittee be appointed to consider the to instltute an enquiry into
subject and make recommendations, the desirability of rnitiat-
VIZ__ mg and encouraging the

establishment of Extra-
1. The Rev. T. W. Gardiner Mural Departments and

(Chairman) the promotion of Exten-
2. Col. Sir K. V. Kukday sion Work in the Col-
3. Mr. S. C. L. Nasir leges maintained by or
4. Dr. M. A. Moghe admitted to the privileges
5. Mr. R. C. Guha of the Nagpur Univer-
6. Mr. S. L. Pandharipande sity.and so far as possible

with 3 as quorum. by the Nagpur University
R eso lved  further that Mr. Chetsingh directly, in order to dis-

be requested to send a note on the charge more adequately
subject for consideration by the Com- functions which are be-
mittee, If necessary, the Committee ing recognised increas-
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ingly as legitimate and 3. R e : E x tr a -M u r a l  C ou rses. These
essential in University may, to begin with, be confined to
work the world over and Nagpur and restricted to those adults
which deserve special at- who have attained at least a Primatty
tention in the peculiar Certificate standard. There will in
conditions obtaining in each of the subjects be three grades of
India to-day; courses which may be respectively

(B) to bring forward concrete called (1) The Elementary, (2) Inter­
proposals for the imple- mediate and (3) Higher. The courses
menting of any recom- for each grade will consist of 12 lectures
mendations that may of tutorial classes, attendance at at least
emerge from the above 8 being compulory for each student,
enquiry.” An examination consisting of an oral

_ . . , , . , , r test and a written paper will be held atThe Committee had also the benefit , , . , , ,, . . the end of each course and successfulof a valuable Note* on the subject sent t , ... , , ,  T, .v r, -Kr /-.i • i • students will be awarded a Universityby Mr. R. M. Chetsingh at its request. ^ -r  ̂ • . . ,■Certificate in their respective subject.
_ , ,T 4. For delivery of the lectures in2. We met at 12 noon on the 1st .. v  . XlT , ^  Tt •XT . . . . .  . , _  TTr the Extra-Mural Courses the Univer-November, 1941, when the Rev. T. W. •. ,, , . , , . ,

n  . . „ . 0. Tr sity will have to depend on the honoraryCrardiner (Chairman), Col. Sir K. V. , . . . .
v  , , t-, ayr a i it i , services of the teachers in the colleges.Kukday, Dr. M. A. Moghe and Mr. „ . t . ,c ^ T XT j i ■ i , But, we suggest, that part of the workb. C. L. Nasir were present, and decided , , , . ., , ,. r ,i may be done under the guidance of theto report as f o l l o w s , , , . , .teachers by their selected senior

We are of opinion that for financial students. Such students may be given
and administrative reasons as well as a small remuneration, the total cost of
with a view to gauge the extent of the which will probably not exceed Rs. 200
response of those whom it seeks to in a year.
serve by such activities, the University
Should, to begin with confine itself to , 5‘ , medium of . instruction
one or two extra-mural activities only. should be Marathi oi Hindi, according

as may be found necessary in the case 
These may for the present be 0£ each batch Qf students concerned.
I. Extra-Mural Courses in selected The maximum number in a class should 

subjects, which may, for the present be 30 and the classes should be held in 
be~  the University or college buildings as

(1) Civics, may be found convenient in each case.
(2) Public and Personal Health 6. The Academic Council should

an ygiene, appoint a committee of three persons
(3) Every Day Science. for each of the three subjects stated 

and II. Encouragement and co-ordina- above—
ji on of the efforts for Adult Literacy. «> t0 draw up the curricula of

*Printsd in I.J.A E. for August, 1941, courses,
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(it) to draw up the programme financial provision can be made, they 
of lectures, may be adopted.

( in )  to appoint lecturers for jy
Extra-Mural Courses, EXTRACT FROM A  MINUTE OF THE

O ) to generally organise the EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,
courses assigned to it. _ „  , _

n n  x j  u  r Extra-Mural Departments./. K e. A d u l t  L ite r a c y , we recom­
mend that the University should, for (b ) the following resolution of the
the present, confine itself to the en- Academic Council, dated the 25th
couraging and co-ordinating the work November, 1941 (minute No. 23, p. 568)
of the other agencies such as the v i z :—
College societies or other societies in “......that the Council accepts
Nagpur at present engaged in the work. generally the recommendations made in
A committee for the purpose may be the report and recommends to the
appointed by the Academic Council Executive Council that, if the necessary
and it may be invited to recommend financial provision can be made, they be
from time to time what action on the adopted.”
part of the University is considered R e s o lv e d ~ ( i )  that the Council agrees
feasible for promotion of Adult Literacy to incur the expenditure on the pro­
in the Province.” posed scheme of Extra-Mural Depart-

R eso lved  that the Council accepts ments; 
generally the recommendations made (it) that further details
in the Report and recommends to the for giving effect to the scheme be
Executive Council that, if the necessary worked out by the Academic Council.

—

3DuIt (ZE&ucation
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE HYDERABAD STATE

By Syed Ali Akbar, M.A., (Cantab.)

I to the 3 R’s, steps should be taken to
In view of the appalling volume of give useful information to the pupils of

illiteracy prevailing in India and the Adult Schools by means of lectures and
need for removing it as speedily as also to organise libraries for them
possible, it is necessary that we should, containing books written in simple
besides paying special attention to language on subjects that appeal to
primary education, provide facilities them. The use of mechanical means
for Adult education on a wide scale. of learning such as the radio, the
It is important to bear in mind that cinema and the magic-lantern, would
literacy is a means of further education help to make the Adult Schools popular
and not an end in itself. Therefore, and to ensure good attendance. The
while limiting the ordinary instruction Adult Education movement will also
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receive much impetus if the instruction a special curriculum for Adult Schools,
is related to the occupation of the The curriculum is spread over a period
pup̂ s- of 18 months and is divided into three

Boys under 16 should not, as a rule, stages of instruction. It consists main- 
be admitted to Adult Schools. But °f the 3 R’s, but it is provided that,
boys under 16, who have to earn their apart from the regular course of studies
livelihood during the day, or who can- *n the mother-tongue and arithmetic,
not attend schools due to straitened lectures should frequently be organised
circumstances, may be exempted from on subjects which are likely to prove
this rule. Pupils studying in regular attractive and instructive to adults,
schools should, on no account, be ad- Another provision is that on the com­
mitted to Adult Schools. pletion of the prescribed course of

The methods of teaching applicable studies, the pupils should be examined
to children are not suitable for adults by the Inspecting authorities and liter-
whose psychology is different. Short acy certificates awarded to successful
term training courses for teachers of candidates. Most of the Adult Schools
Adult Schools should, therefore, be fre be^  *n Boys School buildings,
started in the Training Schools. An- instruction being given for two hours
other pressing need is the preparation *n tbe even*ng-
of suitable literature for adults in the Recently, the Hyderabad Municipal
various Indian languages. Corporation has opened a Night School

... > , . I* . , in every Ward of the City of Hydera-
It is desirable to prepare a special bad for municipal employees and

scheme for providing facilities for adult others, while Government have sanc-
education among women. Thisscheme tioned Rs. 10000 a year to enaMe ,he
should take into account the special Education Department to start Adult
difficulties caused by the purdah classes in Government Schools and also
system. to stimulate private enterprise by

The Government Departments could offering Grants-in-Aid. So far, the
do much to help the movement by en- public has not evinced that interest in
couraging their menial staffs to become the movement which is necessary for
literate. In the case of new appoint- its success. The question of constitu-
ments, preference should be given to ting an Adult Education Committee,
candidates who are literate. When- consisting of officials and non-officials,
ever an industry is subsidised by is now under consideration, and when
Government, there should be no diffi- this Committee is formed, the move-
culty in inducing the employers to make ment is sure to receive a strong un­
satisfactory arrangements for the edu- petus.
cation of their labourers. At the end of September 1941, there

jj were 90 Adult Schools in the State
with 2,673 under instruction, while the 

In the Hyderabad State, there are expenditure for the year 1940-41
special rules and regulations as well as amounted to Rs, 16,321.
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\\ momatt Hettew JFoc Untiia
Mrs. E. W. W ilder

Now, when it is all but too late, we the Indian alphabets are compared with
see the results of our tragic indifference those of European languages, the ans-
to the problem of India’s millions of wer seems obvious. It simply takes ten
illiterates; completely blind to the times the time and effort to learn to
printed word when the times call for read by means of an alphabet of some
an understanding of public questions of 247 complicated letters, than in one of
great importance, inarticulate when 25 to 30 simple ones. An adult soon
India needs a clear pronouncement of gets discouraged if the attempt involves
the peoples’ will. Self-government has too long a process; he has his living to
waited for decades on a literate voting make, and his common sense tells him
electorate; now the very lives of the that he must be up and doing lest his
people wait on literacy, that the ignor- family starve. His wife is in the same
ant may be informed how to save case; she must care for the children,
themselves from air-raids by a ruthless cook the meals, and work in the fields,
enemy. Adult education is shown to If these people are to learn to read
all as no longer a luxury but a necessity. they must be given an easy and short,

Some have told us, “ Then let each perfectly phonetic alphabet. Children
one teach one, and soon we shall could then attain permanent literacy
increase the number of literates by in one or two months, and have their
geometric progression.’’ But nobody precious school years for getting in-
can guarantee such a happy consumma- formation they need through their
tion. For who can take time from text-books on all school subjects,
earning his living to give an hour or Teachers would have an efficient
two a day for six months or more to and respected profession; why should
teach one person to read ? Can any their profession be looked down upon
illiterates give that amount of time and as unable to accomplish the task they
energy ? And if they do, can they are paid for ?
give another long stretch of time to The Roman letters, such as are used
teaching another illiterate ? Will they for English and all European languages
have acquired the necessary knowledge except Greek, can be adapted to the
of teaching methods ? These doubts Indian languages. They are simple and
become still more pressing when we easy, can be designed for each language
find by the reports of the Educational in a perfectly phonetic system, are
Department that 70 to 80 per cent of available in every printshop, are accept-
the school children fail to attain perma- able for telegraphic messages, and can
nent literacy in three years, thus com- easily be placed on the keyboard of
pletely wasting most of the country’s the ordinary typewriter. A host of
resources in money spent on primary educated young men and women, now
education. unemployed, could then be given work

Why is it impracticable to attempt as stenographers, and set to speeding
to teach children and adults to read? If up India’s business and commerce.
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The illiterate, when shown that he can actually learn to read through such
1. 2. an alphabet in an hour a day for a

a ba yam h k p 1 week, will gratefully devote his best
abSyam 5h5ya kapal . . .efforts to the task. Children will read

3. their first primers in a month at the
. ° . most. Our trained teachers will learnmosam. o ^di po. .

such a system in a couple of hours, and
4. will soon be copying in Roman tpye

e e n r dhu the text-books already in use and pre-
S aJnnSndhu pSrkSdhe. paring new ones. Publishers will
--------  ----- __________________ welcome the new outlets for their

v Jt . j g ' enterprise, finding Roman letters less
keilvi ke^ta veJndum. expensive both in the time of the com-

janangaJle, positor and in the amount of paper
slkiramat v«run„.al. us?d, than the old alphabets. Yet the|r

6. bussiness will be so increased that they 
Ou r ] will have the opportunity of supplying

arindhu ko^ndaya ? literature to six or seven times the
------ !bayajan]angu udhuhiradhu. people they now supply

Instead of a primer of fifty or more pages of elaborate hieroglyphics give 
1- 2. the illiterate a simple chart of easy les-

___"nalla W  idhu % du  SOnS’ each introduci"g a ^asy letters.
I 3 4 Tell him the sound he is to associate

m h r ai e k Jn with each single letter or digraph. The
- miruham illai'-----------^  kaJ"  g system for Tamil illustrated here has

v e p Jj lts own symbol for each of the 47 differ-
nSn vandhen. api ent sounds used in the Tamil language. If

--------------- na_ Jlaiku varuvir.------- -- his filst chart u based on the A R p
th s o 6 y directions, he will read it in four hours

enaku ipo oru thamiJ pusthahathai and begin telling his neighbors about it.
- — * theriyum.---------- If God hears our prayers and gives India

~ g Q j victory over her enemies before this
! ungaJl ur enge ? nlngaj l issue goes to press, the more peaceful

-----------------ySsik irirhaJl______ _ chart will be preferred, based on the
k frequency of the letters as used in the

_  balan jisthi. paial mram. Tamil language.
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There are no capital, or upper case ally identical or nearly so should be re­
letters in Roman Tamil, as they would presented by the same letters for the

only double the different languages of India, so that
u n g a rl u r enge? work of the illi- people of the various mother-tongues
n ln g a r l v d s ik ir ir - terate in learning could easily learn to read neighboring
h arl. ba lan  to read. If later languages. Slight variations in sound

, . , do not affect the practical usefulness of
ja s th i, p a ja i they are desired, , , , ,the alphabet.
m ra m  a larger type of

the lower case In Madura we taught three sweeper
letters could be used, so that no new women. One of them was an illiterate
forms would be introduced. The cursive Malayalee, living with her son and
script is so like the lower case type that having Tamil as a second language,
it can be learned in a few hours after She learned in two weeks to read, and
the reading is mastered. As thousands began teaching her family at home. In
of educated people habitually sign their four hours during one weak we taught
names on every kind of document with the outcaste Christians in an illiterate
English script, there can be no objec- village to read. They now take part
tion to literates in Roman Tamil doing in the church service by reading the
so, and using Tamil script for all writ- responses and singing from the lyric
ing purposes. No doubt experts in book, and a few are reading Mark’s
phonetics could be found who could Gospel. There are about a hundred
write other Indian languages in a pho- and fifty literates in Roman Tamil now
netic system of Roman letters, as simple in our District. None have yet read
as Roman Tamil. It would not be all the material available, which con-
necessary that the various languages sists of the mudhal pusthaham, the
should have completely indentical catechism, the lyric book with order of
letters; some have sounds which do not service, an illustrated Bible story book,
occur in other languages. Roman and the Gospel of Mark. By the help-
Tamil is written with 28 letters, seven ful co-operation of Mr. J. M. Doak, -of
of which are distinguished from short the Madura Mills, the text-books used
vowels or soft consonants by the addi- in the Harveypatti School are in process
tion of the macron. Six letters used in of preparation and publication. These
English are not needed for Teaman include readers, geography, civics and
Tamil; c, f, q, w, x, and z. It is desir- agriculture, arithmetic and history
able that as many sounds as are actu- text-books. .

3$ aou lt (EDucation a  JFailute f •
By K. D. UPPAL, B.A.

. . . .  (V

K a s h m ir  S ta te .

We hear very often people saying failed. Cynics point out that the utility
that the scheme of Adult Education of the expenditure on the .scheme is
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diminishing daily, that there is little —the object is not merely to ‘educate’
genuine and solid work, but mostly the adults but to increase their all-
statistical records. round efficiency. The old conception

Recently I undertook an educatonial to confine the activities of the teachers
tour. I visited Delhi, Jaipur, Ahmeda- of adults to the removal of illiteracy
bad, Baroda, Poona and Bombay and I seems to-day dead, and with every
studied the movement in all its aspects further advance it will be realised more
and I realise the absurdity of the asser- and more clearly that education must
tion that the Adult Education move- touch the whole of life,
ment is dying out If we review the At all these places which I recently
movement, we feel that it is not the visited, I was greatly impressed by the
movement or the scheme itself that quality of work. If the critics visit
fails but it is our enthusiasm which the Jamia Millia, Delhi’s centre at 
gradually declines. This is not, how- Qarol Bagh, if they happen to see Mr.
ever, unnatural. If we study the human Bhagwat’s work at Poona, study the
psychology we follow that to begin Central Library System at Baroda, try
with, man is always eager in his pHr- to understand the working of the
suit, but with the lapse of time, with Labour Association, Ahmedabad, and
growing difficulties, enthusiasm tends examine the literacy classes at Bombay,
to flag. they will know the worth of the work

During the recent tour, my belief being put in. The Jamia Centre at
has turned into conviction that the Qarol Bagh, Delhi, gives a realistic view
anti-illiteracy campaign is not devoid of adult education. The organisers have
of realities. Our country to-day is tried to approach the problem scienti-
a land full of disease, suffering, poverty fically, found out the number of lite-
and ignorance. One can say without rates, the educated, the illiterates,
the least hesitation that all these cala- They have analysed the population
mities can be attributed to lack of fully and tried to offer opportunities
education and stunted power. of development and of learning to the

Let the critics of adult education various groups according to their need, 
cease to condemn. Let them work to Every system of education must
discover the facts. “The scheme is study all the needs of life. The Jamia
bogus" has become in these days a pet people have associated life with educa-
saying. Everyone repeats it without tion. Similarly, Mr. Bhagwat is making
the least knowledge of its scope or of an approach to make the life of the
the extent of the operation of the adult happy. He desires to attain in­
adult education scheme. dependence for the adult to become fit

The object of the adult education in all respects. He, too, has complete
movement is not merely to impart lite- records of the city population, and
racy to the people. We wish to era- their economic, social and moral condi-
dicate illiteracy, but we wish to do tion and tries to give antidotes re-
much more. The adult educationists quired by different groups of sufferers
want to make the adult a better citizen according to their diseases,
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I wish to repeat and emphasize that fall to the ground when we view
the scheme has not failed. The idea the huge amount spent on primary or
is novel and it will certainly succeed. secondary education, which has in
But before we set upon experiment, return brought us face to face with un-
we must have a clear idea regarding told problems of maladjustment and
methods, scope and the extent of our waste that need immediate solution,
activities. I agree there are certain Some of us call for voluntary workers,
abuses connected with it, but they are Let us remember that the resources of
all due to lack of the habit of scientific most workers are not adequate. They
thinking among workers. The workers need some help to maintain them-
need to have a clear programme before selves,
them when they commence their task,
and more support by all public and Let us sympathise with workers,
Governmental agencies. A collective give them all encouragement and as- 
effort is needed. sistance and help intelligence to develop

The view that the expenditure in- in the whole land. We should abandon 
curred has proved useless will certainly destructive criticism.

$Dult <£Ducation in ©tijec Han00 
ADULT EDUCATION IN CHINA

“While there is a complete moral barges! Such a migration was unthink-
collapse in all the European countries able with the means of transport
except Russia, there is a wonderful they had, but they accomplished it.
resistance still kept up, very much Occupied China was, in fact, confined
alive, in China to-day,” declared to the big cities and ports and within
Srimati Kamaladevi, addressing a meet- even five miles from these cities, one
ing under the auspices of the Manga- could see the National Government
lore Students’ Union. collecting taxes and ruling. Students

o • • tt , j • . were in the forefront of such national-bnmati Kamaladevi described the . . .  , , .,  ̂ , istic activities and the student move-student movement in China and re- , , . ., , , . ment there was something much moreferred to the great literacy campaign . . . —f  , .
and propaganda in villages which the ehis c has much Iearn f
students led. After war broke out (he chinese movement
with Japan, a great migration of popu- ____
lations from Occupied China to the
mountainous wilderness in the west CHINA,
took place, in which it was estimated Speaking on the pace of National
that nearly 30 to 40 million people Reconstruction in China despite the
moved. They carried with them every calls made by her epic resistance over
precious thing, libraries and laboratory five years to the ruthless Japanese
articles and other goods, in boats and invader, the Chinese Ambassador ip
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London, Dr. Wellington Koo, on only when the foundation is solidly
Sunday night 12-4-42, observed that built can the nation be secure.” On
the biggest stride had been in educa- the other side are written the catch-
tion. The five-year plan launched in words of China-at-war: “ Victory in
March 1940, to bring about total re- resistance and success in national re­
sistance to the enemy and eliminate construction.”
illiteracy among 165 millions had al- ^
ready resulted in teaching 45 millions ,°U" exPerts/ n various lines of
to read, through colleges, schools and ™ra‘ educat,°n f°™ sta«- . They 
itinerant teachers. tea,;h aS"cutare a"d as

well as the more fundamental instruc­
ts ^ 6 Madras Mail, 14-4-42.] tion in reading and writing. Lantern 

-------- slide and moving picture demonstra­
tions are used besides the regular 

SPREADING RURAL EDUCATION BY lectures. Music and singing are also
ROW BOAT. taught, and the boat carries with her a

The wartime difficulties have given circulating library, 
the Chinese new incentive to try novel [T/re Modern Review.]
ways of social uplift. Here is an in­
teresting news item reproduced from -------
the Nofrontier News Service bulletin :

r , . r . UNIVERSAL LITERACY: JAPAN’ S AD-Ghung-Kmg:—Thanks to a bit of in- v amt a re
ltiative, a belief m the constructive
force of education, and a fifty-foot, Various causes have been assigned
ten-ton boat propelled by oars, no less for Japan’s victorious march for the
than 1,13,000 Chinese along the time being: sudden and treacherous
Yangtze River between Chung-King attack, agility and quickness of action,
and Lushsien have already received superiority in numbers, supremacy at
the rudiments of an education, hither- sea in the East, air force superiority,
to practically unknown in the region, dispensing with elaborate commissariat
and many more wilt benefit similarly arrangements and living on the food
in the future. Credit for the project, resources of the places captured, and
a job of no mean proportions in so on and so forth.
wartime, goes to the Chung-King t> . £ , . , , ,
Y.M.C. A. and the Methodist Church. . B“' °ne ,factot whlch has placcd
These two institutions built the boat. !n “  advanta*e0',rs Pos‘,lon has
decorated it, staffed it, and started out " 0t „bee"  “ cnt,oned' & »  *at prac-
on their mission of enlightenment. aU Japanese, are 1,terale a"d'therefore, educated to some extent.

Large characters on the bow pro- In Modern warfare brains are of
claim the boat to be the “Szechwan greater account than brawn though
Rural Education Service Boat.” On the latter is by no means negligible.
one side is painted the slogan People And in manufacturing industries also
m  the foundation of the nation and brains tell. Hence, both in equipping
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Japanese forces on land and sea and advantage to her. Our countrymen
in the air and in actual fighting Japan’s should take note of this fact,
universal literacy has been of great [The Modern Review, April 1942."]

ftom  jFat anD Jl3ear
, 7  v  ADULT EDUCATION IN JAMMU AND KASHMIR

(Kindly supplied by the Adult Education Officer)

Aim and Scope Organisation

The scheme of Adult Education was The Governmet has made it in-
inaugurated in the State in Octo- cumbent on all the departments to help
ber 1938! Kashmir is mostly a mount- and co-operate in the scheme. The
ainous country. Means of communica- chief agency is naturally the education
tion, especially in hilly tracts, are department, every institution of which
very restricted. The total population has organised adult centres more or less
is about 40 lacs of whom about 4 lacs of a permanent nature. Each secondary
reside in towns and the rest in villages. school has to conduct two centres and
According to the census figures of 1931 each primary school one centre. Even
only 5.6 of the male population was “Muktabs and Pathshalas" have to share
returned as literate. Literacy among this national responsibility. The Reve-
women was still lower, only one woman nue, the Co-operative, and the Rural
in 200 being literate. There has been Development and Panchyat Depart-
a slight increase during the last decade. ments, which are directly in touch with
The initial aim of the Government, the public and which exercise a certain
therefore, in starting Adult Education amount of influence over the village
was the eradication of mass illiteracy. folk, have to organize and maintain
But that does not define the whole and centres in their respective jurisdictions,
the final purpose of the Government, wherever possible. Besides these re-
which is nothing short of effective gular centres all illiterate emyloyees of
education that every adult needs in a the Government have to acquire literacy
modern community. within a specified time. All other

departments such as the Municipalities, 
The ingrained apathy of the ignor- Silk factories, the Jails, the Police, the

ant masses towards secular education P. W. D, and the Forest have been
is too difficult to overcome. Few directed to impart literacy to their
private bodies exist to undertake this establishments. The student community
nation-building task in a voluntary and has also been mobilised,
missionary spirit. Under the circum­
stances the Government had to depend Two Provincial Adult Education
on its own resources to launch a vigor- Associations under the Governors of
pus drive for literacy in the country. each province hcive been formed to
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make necessary arrangements for the Conference at Srinagar, the Adult
working of the scheme and to advise Literacy Day was celebrated on 27th
and instruct the District associations September, 1941 and a mass meeting of
and the town area committees under the public was held in the Pandal of
t l̂em- the Conference under the chairmanship

An Adult Education Officer with °f K- B‘ Pir Ilahi Bukhsh’ Minister of 
two Assistants, one for each province, ucation, Sindh, who awarded hono-
has also been appointed to guide and ranum and medals to workers and cer-
co-ordinate the movement. tificates of literacy to the literates.

Statistics The Adult Literacy Day was cele­
brated at Jammu on 27th November 

Work has been going on for the last 1941. In the evening a public meeting
3 years and the results obtained to the was held at the Basic School, Jammu,
end of Assuj, 98, September 1941, dur- under the Presidentship of the Director
ing the year under report are shown in of Education, where a similar programme
the table appended to the report. The was followed. The meeting was attend-
province of Jammu has done remark- ed by about 5,000 people,
ably well by turning out about 3,000
more adult literates. The total number A few months back the scheme was
of literates in the State shows an in- introduced in the Poonch State by the
crease of 2,261 over last year’s figures. Wazir of Poonch, Pt. Maharaj Kishan
The Education of the adult woman Dhar. Though no statistics are so far
offers peculiar difficulties. These could available yet the work is proceeding
be overcome to some extent if proper there steadily. The most remote fron-
equipment and suitable centres had tiers of Ladakh and Gilgit have had their
been provided. In the first year the ^ue skare- According to recent reports
progress was very slow but the results ^49 adults were said to be under train-
of the last two years have been very there. In Central Jail, Srinagar,
encouraging. The year under report literacy is proceeding satisfactorily, 
shows a marked increase of 880 literate Some 10 or 12 literate prisoners have
women. This is due to the efforts of made 44 other prisoners literate. The
Mrs. Zafar Ali, the present Inspectress response from the Central Jail, Jammu,
of Girls’ Schools, Kashmir. She is a is no less encouraging. Work has also
silent but solid worker. Mrs. B. Jalal- been started in the sub-jail of
uddin, Inspectress, Girls’ Schools, Mirpore.
Jammu, is also responsible for this rise The Silk factory at Jammu has made
of literacy among women. all its employees literate. A very good

Progress of Adult Literacy reading room has been set up for the
operatives, who have raised their own 

An Adult literacy day is observed funds to subscribe to several periodi-
throughout the state on 1st. of Katik cals. A science undergraduate, a lab-
every year but this year owing to the ourer like others, has been put in charge 
session of the All-India Educational of the adult library.
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The case of the Silk factory, Sri- ance of Professor Abdurrashid turned 
nagar, is quite different. The number out about 124 adult literates.
of its hands is about 3,000 It is ex- 329 literates stand to the credit of
tremely difficult to arrange for the in- the Teachers> Training School, Srinagar, 
struction of so many people at one and who at the instance of the head master
the same time. The interval allowed did this commendable work during
for the purpose is during the day time, their winter vacation 
when school teachers are not available.
Prohibition of illiterate employees is The Assistant Inspectors of schools,
not feasible just at present. The only Mirpore, Baramulla, and Muzaffarabad
course open is to approach the Govern- have done very creditable work in their
ment for allowing an hour’s respite for divisions. The first two gentlemen top
their coaching. The Municipalities of the list in their respective jurisdictions.
Jammu and Srinagar have used all pos- Q. Zafar Hussain the Headmaster of
sible means of persuasion but have not Islamia High School, Srinagar, with the
succeeded in imparting literacy to their assistance of his staff and other Islamia
conservancy staff. More drastic mea- schools has given a very good account
sures are promised to be taken by the of himself. Pandit Jia Lai Jalali of
authorities, who have made very satis- Sumbal Middle School and Mr. Abdul
factory arrangements for supplying light Wahid, A. D. I. Kotli have been doing
to city adult centres. The Police much commendable literacy work for
authorities have most willingly co- the last two years. Q. Feroz Din the
operated in literating their constables. Wazir Wazarat of Udhampore not
It is the nature of their duty which in- only organised new centres of adult
terferes with the regular work of in- education but also toured the whole
struction. In all other departments the district including the Frontiers of Bha-
servant staff have almost been made darwah and Kishtwar for propagating
literate. Only those who are much and popularising the movement. Mr.
advanced in years or have some partic- K. D. Uppal a young graduate of
ular defect have been prevented from Jammu has been doing very good work
acquiring literacy. for the last three years.

The students of the S. P. College Adult Libraries
during the past 11 months have con­
ducted some 65 centres in the city and Opening and maintenance of Adult
moffusil and turned out 1,133 adult libraries was intended from the very
literates. This is mainly due to the beginning to form an integral part of
personal interest and efforts of Pro- the Adult Education scheme. Libraries
fessor R. C. Pandit and his colleagues, occupy a conspicuous position in the
Mr. G. Ahmad Dar, a student of the cultural uplift of the masses. Their im-
4th. year class, has done most com- mediate use is to prevent semi-literates
mendable work in organising and super- from relapsing into illiteracy. To fulfil
vising these centres. The students of this object 125 adult libraries were
P. W. College, Jammu, under the guid- opened every year and a sum of
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Rs. 15,000/- was earmarked for the pur- teachers was prepared and published
pose. There are now 380 adult libraries during the year under report. 2,500
in the state. Of these 80 are function- copies were distributed free, 
ing in towns and the rest in villages.
No town or important village is now Adult Honorarium
without an adult library. The average
book-stock is 200 to 300 books and A grant of Rs. 23,600/- has been

-though limited, ranges over many sub- provided as honorarium to adult work-
jects, such as health, agriculture, science, Cfs whether Government employees or
village uplift, Religion and History. otherwise. A maximum of Rs, 20'- is
No dailies or weeklies are being sub- allowed to Government servants and
scribed for the present but the ‘ Dehati °f Rs. 30/- to private workers.
Dunya a monthly organ of the Rural Rs. 21,424/- was spent during the year
Development and Panchyat Depart- under report on this account,
ment is available. Special Adult Educa­
tion numbers of two local weeklies the conclusion I have only to observe
“Ranbir” and the “Amar” were also t^e rea  ̂ fountainhead of the
purchased for almost all the big Adult scheme is the Honourable the Prime
centres of the country. Minister, who during these times of

acute financial stringency has gener- 
Libraries are located in schools, and ously provided the requisite funds for

school masters work as librarians on an carrying it out. The solicitude with
average allowance of Rs. 3/- P. M. which he watches the movement in all
They have to tour the villages lying its stages is well-known. All those
within a radious of five or six miles who attended the state Educational
fiom the school centres, to lend and Conference at Jammu during last winter
recover books, and to give talks on will recall his words : “As long as I am
useful and interesting topics. As far at the helm of affairs in the state I
as possible the local area teachers are will see that all officers of the state
put in chaige of these libraries, so that take to the movement in right earnest
the work may not be interrupted during If there are some slackers name them
vacations. ^to me and I shall know how to deal

Publications -with them. The noble words of His
innnn/ • * u . . Highness the Maharaja in his opening

Rs. 10,000/- is spent on publication speech in connection with the All-
of suitable adult readers, posters and India Educational Conference are still
pampMets One reader is published in ringing in our ears, the assurance that
anrfp scnpts’ **mdi, Urdu he was most anxious to see the system
and Punjabi. This year a fourth script of education in the state overhauled

as also been added Readers m Bodhi and perfected. And no system of educa­
tor the people of Ladakh district have tion can be called perfect unless it
been published A hand-book on adult fosters and embraces the education of
education for the guidance of all adult the adults
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TABLE A.

Kashmir. Jammu. Total.
Number of Adult Literacy ) (Men) ... 2,193 1,901

Centres ) (Women) ... 98 61 4,253
Number made ) (Men) ... 12,898 8,390

Literate ) (Women) ... 1,401 450 23,109
Adults under instruction ... 33,067 27,102 60,169

Printing and Publication.

Printed :—(a) Urdu : 30,000 Issued:—(a) Urdu : 61,489

(6) Hindi: 15,000 (b) Hindi: 27,934
(c) Punjabi: 5,000 (c) Punjabi: 9,425
(<*) Bodhi: 2,000 (d) Bodhi: 2,000

Total ... 52,000 Total ... 1,00,848

Hand-book of Adult Education in Urdu.

Printed : 3,000 Issued: 2,500

Adult libraries

City libraries Kashmir Jammu. Total.
(a) 9 6 15
(b) 20 20 40

Women (c) 10 10 23
Village (d) 150 150 300
Others (e) 3 2 5

192 188 Total 380
Books issued ending Assuj 1,28,170

THE PUNJAB in literacy from Principal Anand's
Principal Anand’s School* for Adult* School for Adults, experienced the

en „ rovti-Hratmc thrill of a warm hand-shake with the
50 Rectm Cemficctts Vice-Chancellor of the Punjab Uni-

About 50 kitchen boys, chaukidars versity on March 10th, when Khan
and chaprasis, who have graduated Bahadur Mian Afzal Husain gave away
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prizes and certificates of literacy to the right decision. It is not hard for 
tbem‘ many Americans to do this if they

Cleanly dressed, the “adult literates” catch the vision. May we all catch
(in fact many of them were minors), blS broad and burninS vision and press
were presented to the Vice-Chancellor forward. Miss Ure, in a report she
and they received certificates and drafted for campaign purposes in the
“laddos” amidst applause from the puts it this way, Literacy is vital
audience, which included professors, t0 tbe ^ burcb’ because the foundation
students and Congressmen. ’ of Protestantism is individual access to

the Scripture, and the Church in India 
Mr. Manzoor-i Hassan, the Secret- can be strong only in so far as it is

ary, in his report, stated that the a Bible-reading and Bible-studying
students of the school received instruc- Church.”
tion in principles of health and hygiene, ..
good citizenship, book-binding en- At tblS time 1S dl®cldt to give
velope-making and ink-manufacturing, y°u a of work and progress in
in addition to literacy lessons. *he wbole U> P” but’ after your reP°rts

have been received by the end of
The cost of running the school for April, this will be possible and I know

the whole session, he said did not ex- we will show much encouraging pro­
ceed Rs. 25. gress. Reports, however, have been

received from a few places. Training 
in connection with District Conferences 

y p was given in Bijnor, Sonepat (Delhi),
Aligarh and Moradabad. It was also 

The Secretary, U. P. C. C. Adult included as a course of study in the
Literacy Committee writes:— Young People’s Camp at Haldwani in

t . . October. This made a very good fol-
It is  proposed by the U.P.C.C. low-up for the large Training Institute 

Committee on Adult Literacy to send held at Ghariabad in September, 
out a letter of news and information
once in every quarter. This is the first ^ r‘ 'Pote Pam’ °f Awagarh, writes
one and we hope you find it both help- tbat be *s teaching 4 men Urdu from
ful and inspiring. It’s a great work Pm ki Chabi and 3 men Hindi from
we’re engaged in and when we realize tbe ^*nd* Praveshika. Already he
we are not alone in it, we are all more wants to know what follows the Urdu
ecouraged to go forward. This word Pnmer‘

Laubacb' dated November Miss S. Dass of M uttra has been
26, 19.1 from the U.S., will be of great very faithful in sending in reports,
interest to us all He writes, “Now Every month she has given some news,
that I am home, I am working and She reports a night school in a village
praying for an endowment of a million near M uttra. In November they had

o ais fox -iteracy. Pray that God a Chaudhri Institute, at which time
may lead the right men or women to they presented the method of teaching
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reading. One man went home and Mr. Hamid Ali, I. C. S. (RETD.) 
taught his wife and in December she President, Mazdoor Sewa Sangh,
had almost finished the Primer. Miss writes from Southwood, M u sso o rie ,
Das is a very enthusiastic preacher of U . P . :—
this good news of reading. She had An Assodation> called the Mazdoor
severa ours to wait at a rai way Sewa Sangh, has been formed in Mus- 
station one day. Beside her sat 2 S0Qrie for the uplift of the iabourers
women. One could read, but not the . , . - , 1, TT . , n m the hill station. These are hillmenother. Having no charts, Miss Das , . ,. , , & . ,, , •  ̂ from various parts of the Himalayas,
improvise er own, using e o jec s using different languages and different

scripts. Adult education is one of the
Yih rel gari hai objects of our Association. We are
Rel gari lal hai greatly handicapped by want of suit-
Main rel gari men baithungi able teachers and suitable text-books.
Main lal rel gari men baithungi For the present, we are confining our

efforts to Hindi and Urdu only. Can
She reports that in £ hour the woman you help us wjth readers &c.? I
learned this very well and also could suppose you know of the book by S.
write her name. Saiduzzaffar Khan on teaching Urdu

Miss Doyle wfites that the whole to â ults? 
matter was presented to their District The Editor has sent suggestions.
Conference and many took books to
begin classes. She is planning to test -------
the pupils of these classes at an early
date. BENGAL

Some of us may find help in these The following is taken from the
“hints from other fields.’’ In a certain Statesman, d/11-4-42:—
Canadian Baptist boarding school, every
pupil must teach the parents in order Sir, We have started adult literacy
to hold the place in the school. One centres in four villages in Nadia already
C. M. S. school requires each teacher and expect to start a few more soon,
to teach at least 3 adults during the Our experiences in the past have shown
year. Miss Austin, of the Gujerat that work that is entirely honorary is
area, gives everyone passing the Gospel- perfunctorily done. We have there-
reading examination a small book and fore decided to make small payments
makes them read it aloud then and to people in the field actually engaged
there. In Bezwada, the women are in teaching adults at the rate of Rs. 5
given a weekly lesson and have become per month. Classes are held in the
literate in 3 or 4 months. (This may evening. Money for oil is locally raised,
answer the question some have asked A weekly newspaper is sent to every
as to what to do when daily lessons Centre to be read out to them. It
cannot be given). takes three months for an adult of
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average intelligence to be literate. So These special grants will be at the
for every rupee that is given we expect rate of two-thirds of the actual super-
to add one adult to the number of vision charges incurred, or ten percent
literates. I fully realize that people at of the total grants (excluding equip-
the helm of public-affairs have to direct ment grants) earned by the educational
all their energies to the work of nation associations on account of the adult
saving at this critical time. But can education classes run by them, which-
we with the examples of China and ever is less. They will be paid subject
Russiaffiefore us ignore nation-building? to the conditions that the number of
Contributions, however small, to this classes maintained by each such asso-
constructive work will be gratefully ciation is more than five and that such
accepted. Our committee is headed overhead expenditure is actually incur-
by Bishop Tarafdar.—Yours, etc., red by it.

A. B. SlNGH. —B o m b a y  In fo rm a tio n .

Convener, Adult Literacy Commit­
tee, Khristiya Karmi Sangha. ------- -

28A. Sarat Ghose St. NIZAM’ S DOMINIONS.

C aIcU tta - Adult School*.

BOMBAY ADULT EDUCATION GRANTS Number Numbers 1350 F.
of of (1940-1941)

Special grants for the supervsion of Schools. Scholars. Expenditure.
adult education classes have been _______ ___________ _
sanctioned by the Bombay Government
to associations running such classes. 5̂ *or men- 2,554 J

^  c . \  Rs. 16,321
The adult education classes were 5 for wo- 119 )

formerly paid grants under the rules men-
for recognition of and payment of 90 SchodT ~ 2 t f 3 ~  
grants-in-aid to these classes but the
associations running them were not “ “  ' ° m’rTm" 1 11
paid extra grants towards overhead ^-R-Towards the end of the year
charges Though the Government is 1350 Fasli, the Government sanctioned
satisfied that the inspection of the a recurring amount of Rs. 10,000 per
a ult education class, which is being annum from the savings of the Edu-
made regularly by its inspecting officers, cation budget for opening new schools
s quite adequate, it has directed that, and giving grants-in-aid to Adult
m older to encourage educational asso- schools. Schools for both men and
nations running such classes to arrange women are being opened. In 1350 Fasli
for their supervision, special grants for (1940-1941) 27 new schools were
supervision charges should be paid. opened.
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THE SECUNDRABAD TEMPERANCE AS- SOUTH INDIA.
SOCIATION. The Jothy Nilayam Rural Centre, Muttathoor,

Night Schools. s - Arcot Dt- Adult Education Among
Women.

Night Schools are being conducted Mlgs C h a r l o t t e  c  W y c k o f f , B.A. 
for adult illiterates, and are attended
by young men of the working classes. Since January, with the help of the
Several of them have been helped teachers’ wives who were our first
thereby considerably to improve their volunteer workers, night-schools for 
position in life. women have been carried on in three

“  ===== .... ..villages. Several women have learned
Average Average Average to sew and have made blouses for 

Place. u™n er Number Age of themselves, paying for the cloth out of
Rolls. Present- Pupils. their meagre earnings. They are learn-

-------------- --------- --------- ---------  ing to make slips for their babies, and
g, . , gg 42 20 the next p ân *s t0 knit cotton shirts

for their little boys before the 
Bansilalpet 24 18 22 rainy season. A Christian mill-man­

ager has kindly supplied us with cotton 
Nallagutta 38 26 19 yarn. Several young women have

__________ ______________________  learned to read, and others wbo had
once been to schools, have renewed 

122 86 their acquaintance with the alphabet
==K=̂ i================================== and begun to enjoy stories printed in

The 122 pupils belong to the follow- large type. Since June I have begun 
ing communities:— to visit the other four villages also

tt- i „  . . . each week,—making one village for
Muslims 37; Hindus 81; Christians 4. cach night of the week. In these ,Mt

THE Y  M C A w e are st*P at t *ie  ^ rst sta £ e ’— attract­
ing curious and noisy crowds by the 

Both Hyderabad and Secunderabad bright petrol-light and the strange
branches run free Adult night schools foreign female, urging them to show
with about 20 and 25 pupils respective- us their own kummis and kolattams
ly. Their centres attract all castes, (folk-dances and folk-songs), teaching
Erukalas, Malas, Madigas and other them new Christian words to the same
backward communities representing tunes, showing magic-lantern pictures,
various professions such as bamboo gradually making friends with the
basket-making, mat-making, peons, women at their own doorsteps and
chokras, road coolies and others. The persuading them to join a women’s
classes are held from 7 to 8:30 P. M. class or club, then contriving by some
6 days a week, and many persons means to keep the envious men
through the work are reported to have and children at a distance! I feel very
increased their earning power, much the need of a senior Indian col-
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league to help me in this work. The comes in one night a week to teach
women are naturally tired after a day’s them some un-official Scouting. At
field-work, followed by pounding the nine-thirty or ten they join in family
grain, cooking the night-meal and prayers and lie down to sleep along one
attending to their babies. Any sort of of our porches.
teaching must be well-salted with During the day Miss Abraham
conversation, games and gaiety if it is teaches wom£n and girlg who drQp m 
to find entrance into their minds in the for sewing) and on£ high_caste Hindu

rie 1 u*6 6 016 !•• 3 7  e7 -  girl who walks two miles to be taughtAlthough our aim is first to reach the Fifth class lessons and needlework.
Christian women of our own congre- T . , . . .. , . , . . In a region where the suggestion that
gation with a vital message and to stir . • ■ , , . . , ,, „  even tmy girls be sent to school often
them to new fellowship with Christ j  j  • • uK . arouses scorn and derision, we hope
and with all Christians yet some of our that Lakshmi may be the pioneer of a
most responsive members are Catholic n£W movement for girIs- education, 
and non-Christian women who join
us [Reproduced.']

At the end of March Nurse Dhri- INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION:
viam and I were joined by two young ORGANISATION IN SOUTH INDIA
teachers, Miss Dhanam Abraham and
Miss Mercy Manickam who came for blr. ^  Gopalakrishnan, Organis-
a visit and remained to throw them- Secretary of the Indian Adult
selves whole-heartedly into the work Education Association in South India,
as volunteers. Miss Mercy Manickam visited the Headquarters of the Asso-
has taken charge of the little village ciation in Bombay at the end of March.
school which, after long years of Since his return from Bombay, he has

.m j nr x. , been busy pushing forward the organis-‘‘Reading and Writing an d ‘Rithmetic • , , , . . . 8
Taught to the tune of the hickory stick.” atlon work of the Association. We

, , , give below interesting bits from what
15 h“v‘ng l  ,ta r i  La, T Cr he is able to rep o rt:-  methods. Through these little children
the teacher is winning the hearts of “In April three Adult Education
their parents in a village which was Societies in Gudipetham and Chittoor
not only indifferent but hostile to edu- Taluk of North Arcot and Chittoor
cation. Thirty-five of the older boys Districts were founded. At the final
of the village, who must work all day meeting held in Nangamangalam, Chit-
at field-work or herding cattle, begged toor District, on 17th April 1942, 20
to study at night, and so began the men and 4 women representing three
night-school which is Miss Dhanam villages within a radius of one mile
Abraham’s chief pride. The boys are were present. The Society was formed
fast learning to read. Some run over after a lively discussion. On 18th April
to the centre for an arithmetic lesson at the meeting for the organisation of
at noon. They love stories and songs he Society at Yeranthangal, 22 men
and games,- An educated young man and 10 women were present. The
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meeting at Oddanthangal was attended Secretary gave a few classes to these
by 36 persons of whom 3 were women. Governing Councils instructing them
Oddanthangal has a Night School for as to the work they should do. There
adults where 20 of the men and women will be literacy classes, indoor and out-
of the labouring classes attend. In door games, music and special courses
each place, Presidents (who are also the by the officers of the Government, local
treasurers), Secretaries and members bodies and others covering a wide
(not exceeding 10 in all) were elected range of subjects.”
with power to co-opt up to 5 more. In On his way back to South India,
the other villages visited, Kandiputhur Mr. Gopalakrishnan paid a visit to
and Serkad, people were not ready yet. Hyderabad State and visited various
So organisation was postponed for the workers in Hyderabad and Secundera-
time being. What was difficult in bad and also in the Dornakal Diocese.
January 1942 during the visit of the He hopes to be able to supply us later
Secretary was found easy this time. full reports of the work being done
The managers of the schools whose under the leadership of Mr. K. J. G.
teachers have co-operated in this ven- Sundaram, Adult Literacy Secretary of
ture have agreed whole-heartedly to co- the Andhra Christian Council and the
operate in organising more societies Hyderabad State Christian Council,
and to form them into Federations, He was struck by the reports given to
each federation taking responsibility to him by reliable workers about the
supervise and strengthen a number of “scores of volunteers who have been
societies. Rules and byelaws are being enlisted and the number of adults who
prepared, and arrangements made for have learnt to read simple Telugu” as
the supply of necessary books. The a result of these efforts.

§ t u & e m 0 a n o  a t i u l t  ( E D u t a t i o n

AMERICAN COLLEGE, TALLAKULAM, MADURA

Adult Education work under the adults and 60 youngsters who, by virtue
auspices of the Brotherhood of Service of their callings in life could not attend
of the Research and Extension Depart- day schools. They were drawn from
ment of the College has been going on the domestic servants’ groups and mill
for some time:— colonies. This work has been a labour

“Goripalayam is in the neighbour- of love by students of the College who
hood of the College at a distance of were given some training and guidance
about a furlong. The Adult School by experienced teachers. Working
was meant for men only though about hours were from 6-30 to 7-30 p. m.
a fourth of the number were women or Such of those as have been learning
girls. About 100 persons were being have developed keen interest in their
benefited, the students numbering 40 work though the colony, covering an
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area of half-a-mile square with a popu- prepared by Mr. Subrahmanyam and
lation of about 2,800, has yet to be Mr. Paul Prasada Rao of our College,
made to respond in a better way.” Owing to irregular attendance due to

Similar work is going on in other circumstances conneted with their work
villages,—Melamedu, Madichayam etc. some did not learn much and in Decem-
Fuller reports covering the work will ber many left for the paddy harvest,
be published in a later issue. A large Record Book contains details

ANDHRA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, GUNTUR ° f, th e progress o f th ese  a d u lt^  t0  all’ who are interested m adult literacy
Members of the Student Christian work this record is valuable. The

movement in co-operation with some curious examples of pronunciation often
non-Christian students from Heyer and make pleasant reading !
Noble Halls visited the slum people of For those-and may they be many
Railpet near the main college building. and faithful!,—who will continue this
Eighty student volunteers undertook work next academic year, we have three
this work. They were divided into suggestions to offer. Do not make any 
twenty batches. They worked for five offer of financial help or of gifts of
days a week, each batch working one ciothes to the slum dwellers at the
evening from 8 to 9 : 45 p. m. The aver- beginning, for, it is necessary that they
age attendance each day in the last quar- should think not of this kind of assis-
ter particularly, was about 11 though tance but OF THE VALUE OF BEING
the number on the rolls was about two LITERATE. Do not forget to em-
and a half times that number. The phasise the practical benefit of what
ages of pupils tanged from 20 to 40. they learn when you teach them to
In this group there were 15 men ; five write their names or to keep small
men were between 40 and 50 years. accounts. Our second suggestion is
They represent all castes, Adi-Andh- that an effort be made to supply the
ras, malas, dhobis and a few high caste need of a suitable place to keep the
men‘ necessary books and equipment in, and

The following two paragraphs are for the meeting of the teachers and the
from the “Andhra Christian College taught, WITHOUT THE HELP OF
magazine.”:—At the beginning we were AN INTERMEDIARY as at present,
flushed with success for as many as 30 Thirdly we suggest that the work will
adults gave in their names The class be more effective if it be guided by a
started on August 18th. Attendance specially responsible committee of some
at about 35 of these classes has defini- three of four members who have power
tely brought benefit to those who came to work a substitute system. This will
regularly. Seven people in particular prevent the goodwill of a handful of
have now the joy of reading and writing real enthusiasts being overtaxed to-
for themselves. Among those who joined wards the end of the year owing to the
the classes at a late stage 3 advanced as failure of “the weaker brethren."
far as the 18th, 10th and 7th lessons res- (Report contributed by Mr. A. David,
pectively in the Adult Education Reader B. A.)

STU D E N TS A N D  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  27



IBook H ereto  Section
Literature for Adults in Urdu, pub- (c) Most acceptable pamphlets in

lished by the Jamia Milha, Islamia, size, generally covering 16 pages,
Qarol Bagh, Delhi. .are well printed on good white paper. 

There is a general complaint about They afe written b  large letterSf so
the paucity of suitable literature for that they can be read easily. What
new adult literates. There is the pro - has pieased tbe present reviewer about
lem of meeting the needs of the strugg- these ig the wide range of subjects
ling adult who has barely acquired deak with. They deal with Islamic
the tools of learning. The Adult Edu- teachings, e. g., how to say the Namaz,
cation Department of the Jamia has to the m  of the CaIiph 0mar; such civic
be congratulated for the fai-sighted matters as the municipal government,
and well-planned literature it has pro- democracy, etc. Then there are little
duced. collections of well-known poems by

Roughly this literature can be some of the more modern masters in
noticed under 3 heads:— - Urdu literature. Those who are inter-

fa) There are little leaflets de- ested in reading something light will
signed to draw in the adults of the find a little collection of Kabir’s poems,
area to be served. These leaflets are Pamphlet No. 34 deals almost enter-
distributed at suitable occasions. They tainingly with the “Tongawalla.” But
deal with important needs in simple the promoters have not forgotten such
but attractive language and touch upon things as counting and enumeration
vital matters, e. g., the health of the (No. 44) nor weights and measures and
locality, the necessity for sanitation tables (No. 46). The moon and the
etc., etc. We would place under this stars are dealt with in (No 49).
category the charts which give the Others who are interested in health
alphabet, and each of which is available matters will find a pamphlet on the
at half an anna. Common Cold (No. 50).

(b) The Educational posters: These Altogether about a 100 such pam-
cover a wide range of subjects,—the phlets have been put out. We trust our
teachings of Islam, the basic facts of our readers will make use of these wide-
political and economic life, citizenship ly.
and civics. They are suited for use R. M. CHEISINGH.
as “means of visual instruction” also. ____
34 posters are available of which 12 .j  .. , , British Social Services, by A. D. K.present in maps and diagrams the basic
facts of our political life and the ° wen’ pp' 48’
world’s geography. They are done in This is No. 11 of Messrs. Longmans,
black and white and most of the maps Green & Co.’s pamphlets on British Life
give facts and figures about the popu- and Thought. It maintains the high
lation, etc., of the different parts of the standard of printing and get up, which
world with which they deal, is so much appreciated. The 48 pages
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it covers are enlivened by beautiful poverty which in former times accom- 
pnotographs and made instructive by panied unemployment, illness, widow-
two valuable charts. The Social Ser- hood, and old age. The scale of insur-
vices covered include the education, ance benefits, pensions, and allowances
the health, housing, unemployment is by no means lavish, and no one who
assistance and old age pensions ser- is wholly dependent on incomes of this
vices. As one looks through this pam- kind can be said to be living in comfort
phlet one wishes that a page or so and ease. But fear of destitution has
could have been added to each chapter been abolished and minimum stand-
thus making it a little less sketchy in ard of living has, in effect, been estab-
its treatment than some of the chapters lished below which no citizen can be
are inclined to be. allowed to fall on account of failure of

Readers in India will wish to ponder wage-earnings. The social results of 
the following:— these developments have been profound

“The contribution of the social in- dnd far-reaching. 
surance and social assistance schemes
has been to eliminate the desperate R. M. CHETSINGH
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THE NEW APPROACH
The old conventional methods have been boldly thrown overboard, 

and the tale starts on the principle that before subjects mentioned 
below can be systematically studied the pupil’s interest must be 
awakened. A psychological rather than a logical sequence is followed, • 
and the arrangement is the result of careful experiments in the classes. 
Abundant illustrations of all kinds are provided, and an essential part 
of the author’s scheme is that the pupils should compile and illustrate 
their own note-books. I

1. Introduction to Geography ... Is. 6d.
2. Introduction to Science ... Is. 6d.
3. Introduction to History ... Is. 6d
4. Introduction to Mathematics ... 2s. I
5. Introduction to Citizenship ... Is. 9 d .  '
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I am one of those who firmly believe being drowned in a spate of human
that the progressive deterioration in blood. The principal task of adult
the relations between nations and com- education is, as I conceive it, the rescue
munities is fundamentally due to a of civilisation from t.he menace of
failure of the educating process through war and mob violence. No Atlantic
which society has sought to discipline Charter can bring about post-war
the subversive tendencies of human reconstruction unless the minds of the
nature. The world is to-day too much masses of people in all lands are nursed
wedded to the doctrine that moral out of their old animosities and obses-
relations are valid only within the con- sions by a carefully planned system of
fines of a particular human group. adult education.
Inter-communal and international rela- Within every community the haves
tionships are still held by many to be and the have-nots are struggling for
subject to the law of the jungle. There power. The masses are awakening
are perverted idealists who preach that from their age-long slumber. The
a little blood-letting is good for the proletariat is rearing its head. I do not
human soul. Attempts have even been bemoan the passing of class privilege,
made to erect whole systems of philo- Rather I welcome the proletariat’s co.n-
sophy on the doctrine of force. But I ing of age. Democracy is a great thing,
believe, there is a growing realisation Government of the people, by the
on the part of good men of all coun- people and for the people, is by no
tries and communities that the finest means an outworn creed. Democracy
values of civilisation, the fruits of the is certain to come out of its present
martyrdom of countless generations of temporary eclipse in undiminished
our ancestors, are in real danger of splendour and resume its onward march.

•Extracts from the address of the Presi- Though our education has by no means
dent of the Adult Education Section in the been completely free from the bias of
XVIIth All-India Education Conference held ideology and class privilege, I proudly
at Srinagar, Kashmir. claim for k  the distinction of having



contributed in no small measure to the people of India will decide by their
equalisation of opportunities and the votes in a convention the sort of
breaking down of class barriers. It government and laws that they need,
should be the further task of education I have assumed a free and independent
so to mould the minds of the masses India forming a part of the Federation
that they should be awakened to a sense of the World. Such assumption may
of responsibility to the entire com- appear to many to be dangerous delu-
munity and not merely to their own sion. I hope and believe that it is not.
class. Adult Education will have its If, however, these hopes are not im-
greatest triumph if it succeeds in rele- mediately realised, even then it is the
gating by universal consent, the state which must decide the character
dangerous doctrine of class war to the of adult education and assume the
museum of antiquities. financial responsibility for its success.

Adult education is an education in Adult education must not remain a
citizenship. The three R’s are impor- queer hobby of cranks and amateurs,
tant, but they are not everything. The It does not call for heroic and romantic
curriculum and organisation of adult endeavour on the part of a handful of
education must be governed by the philanthropists. Adult education should
needs of the new order that is coming be entrusted to the hands of whole-
after the war. A new conception of time teachers employed and paid by the
citizenship is crystallising itself in our state. It should be a part of the state’s
minds. There is a growing realisation normal and daily educational routine,
on all sides that to be a good hater and It should be state-planned and state-
a lusty flag-waver are not the sole managed. The final programme of
requirements of citizenship. The World adult education must be drawn up in a
State of the future requires a new type convention in which the people and the
of citizen. The requirements of that state will co-operate. The character
citizenship need to be carefully plan- °I the state, the sort of citizen that it
ned. Adult education must be an needs, the economic objectives that it
integral part of the planning. The seeks to further, its conception of politi-
ordinary means of education at our cal rights and obligations, condition the
disposal are not adequate for the pur- education that its people require. Adult
pose of imparting training in citizenship education is a task of national and per-
under the new dispensation. Here is haps also international planning. Volun-
where adult education has to play its tary eH°rt has its place in the scheme,
distinctive role. It will serve as a prin- It can help much, for instance, in the
cipal instrument in moulding the shape production of literature. But by itself
of things to come. it is not enough.

A scheme of adult education for the The tasks of teaching adults should,
Indian masses cannot be conceived in as far as practicable, be entrusted to
vacuo. It cannot be politically neutral. the hands of trained teachers. A practice
1 have assumed that the new order will is growing up of employing teachers of
apply in full measure to India, that the primary schools in adult education cen-
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tres, especially at night. That practice witness to the first wave of interest in
is^ o ^ ie  condemned. The tasks of the subject that swept overlndia. Many
fFriraary education are altogether dif- of the Provincial Ministers are now out
ferent from and much more difficult of office. A particular Provincial
than those of primary education. A Government sanctioned Rs. 13,000 in
personnel service should be created, the budget for adult education in one
specially trained and equipped, for the year. Next year, the budgetary grant
purposes of adult education. If the was increased to Rs. 75,000. When we
services of young graduates and students remember that the province has a
are enlisted, either as volunteers or population of 5 crores of whom only
conscripts, they should be made to un- 11% are literate, we may well wonder
dergo short courses of special training. whether the splendid sums provided 

The use of mechanical aids to learn- for adult education are not of the
ing has justly been stressed by experts nature of a sop to public opinion. Not
in the discussions on adult education. in this way is adult education going to
The gramophone, the radio, the magic make progress in India,
lantern and the cinema are indispens- In western countries adult educa-
able instruments in making education tion centres are of the nature of con-
instructive and interesting to adults. tinuation schools. In India we are
These have to be adapted to the special often too obsessed with the removal of
requirements of illiterate adults. As illiteracy to think of any thing else. This 
commonly used, they often do little is unfortunate. The future State in
good to those for whom they are India must make primary education
meant. universal and compulsory. The prob-

The value of discussion-classes and lem of literacy will be a problem of
seminars in adult education is great. In education of the child, not the adult,
western countries, in England and else- Even so, the importance of adult educa-
where I have seen how educational tion will in no way diminish. As a mat-
settlements have successfully organised ter of fact, adult education cannot be
seminar-classes for adults. Voluntary viewed in its proper perspective so long
effort in India will perform its greatest as we are not in a position to distin-
service if it succeeds in organising guish it from the question of primary
educational settlements. This expen- education. The programme of adult
ment has already been made in some education should be an organic part of
parts of the country and it is desirable a National Flan. The success of a Five-
that such experiments should be made Year or Ten-Year Economic Plan in
on a bigger scale all over the country. India will depend upon the ability of

The problem of finance for adult the masses to appreciate its significance
education is a very important one. and to realise their own rights and
Provincial autonomy created a serious obligations in relation to it. To make
and widespread interest in adult educa- every citizen a shock-trooper fighting
tion. The Report on Adult Education under the direction of the National
of the Central Advisory Board bears High Command in the campaign against
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poverty, disease and hate is the highest tions. Socially and politically, we are
objective of adult education that I can still living in the middle ages while
conceive of. And as every citizen is not industrialism has created an ultra-
only a part of the social machine hut modern environment around us. The
also an end in himself, adult education result has been maladjustment and
must provide those elements of culture neurosis, social and political. If this
which promote the joy of life and make neurosis is to be cured and the malad-
life worth living. justment removed, the evolution of

social idealism must keep pace with the 
In spite of what a particular school of evolution of industries. As I conceive

economists and philosophers may say or it, the great task of adult education is
believe, the world is inevitably moving to bridge the gulf between our industrial
and will do so on the road to greater and social organisations and to bring
and more intensive industrialisation. about a proper adjustment between the
In fact, the pace of this movement has two thereby removing the causes of
been so rapid in the past (and the social neurosis and laying the founda-
future is not likely to see any slowing tions of a new morality integrated on a
down) that it has outstripped the evolu- higher level which can alone serve the
tion of our social and political institu- basis of a new world order.

-/j C fie  R e n t a l  oftfre ^ r o u m - u j ) p e r s o n *
By Prof. Anjilvel V. Ma tth e w , B. A., M. Ed .

It is fairly well-recognized how im- person to be fully able to shift for him-
portant the mental health of the child self. In primitive societies there were
is in the integration of personality. But, elaborate initiation ceremonies which
as integration is a lifelong process, it is introduced the young person to the full
necessary to give attention to the mental status of a grown up person.
health of the grown-up person as well. , , , • . ,XT , f , ,  ̂ , I he modern trend m cultured societyNow, one of the features that we expect ■ , , , ,. . . .  . . is to keep the young person dependentto find in a grown-up person, and do , • , £ , . , ., .f, , on his parents for a longer period thannot expect in a child, is a sense of . . . .. , , -r,, .I . , 1 - i was customary m primitive societies,independence The small cl,.Id is de- Wc kecp our folk und„  educa.
pendent for its protection, maintenance Won and ,rajning for a jod ^
and love upon its parents, and parti- , . ,

i 1 fko mrfitor ; ti i' *. over seveial years even after they havecularly upon the mother m the earliest ___. „A „ i ,e t n  \\ru„„ u u  , reached adolescence. This has its ad-stages of life. When the child grows , • .1 , ,• . ,, ,  , i -,i , , ,  vantages in that our future workers andup and begins to play with other child- nmfocci™f1t i , ,. , , , , ,. professional men and women are turnedren he becomes less dependent on his r , ... ,
parents, though even then he cannot M M  * « « !» “ «•
do without the love and the sense of "Ur fore-falhets were when they entered
security offered by the home. But it is «A Chapter from a forthcoming book m
in adolescence that we expect the young The Hum,:, The School and the Unconscious
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upon their work. But a prolonged in the very best clothes, and frequenting
period of education is not always a all places of fashionable and lounging
blessing to the young; it may sometimes resorts at her cost. When she died she
be an evil in that the period of education commended her husband to their son 
is also a period of dependence. The who too did all the work while the old
young folk are not for a long time man continued to lead his life of self-
obliged to, and therefore do not get indulgence. People like old Turvey-
practised to, shift for themselves. H. C. drop, though they are fully grown up
Link, Director of the Psychological physically, live on their relatives like
Service Centre of New York City, says pampered children.
that he has examined many young Mental hygiene implies progressive
people with excellent minds, unusual development of the individual from 
talents, but so disorganized in their sense stage to slage. “When l was a child
of values that their immediate with- j lalked like a child, I thought like a
drawal from college was recommended; childi j argued like a child; now that I 
instead, they were recommended to go am a man> j am done with chlldlsh
to work Often this has entirely ways» ,his ig the mark of maturity.
changed their personality and character. Gentleman Tureydrop was grown up,
Deprived of their social security, they wag even pagt the meridian of lifet and
developed personal security. As a he knew how tQ enjov life; but his way
complimentary picture, the case of a 0f enjoying it was peculiarly his own,
young man mentioned by William Healy and not the way of a healthy grown up.
may be cited—it is said that he was so He expressed himself in a perVerted
rich and free from the need to work way. This is what we find with ail
that it was difficult to make him think persons-if they do not express them-
of engaging himself in any useful act.- selves in the right wayi they are bound
vity Healy observes that something to express themselves in less wholesome
could have been done to him if he were ways. The right way is either to enjoy
less rich. oneself in accordance with the natural

If this habit of dependence on others directions of one’s instincts, or, where
is continued we get those adult child- this is not possible or desirable, to turn
ren who live on the benevolence of our instinctive urges into more socially
their family. A picture of such a man acceptable lines. In civilized society
who would not do any work is given by the direct enjoyment of all instincts is
Charles Dickens in his Bleak House. not always possible. Our own sense of

‘Gentleman Turveydrop married a what is proper and right and what is
meek little dancing-mistress and suffer- not—which sense too is a part of our
ed her to work herself to death to help whole self and not something arbitrary
him to lead an idle life, dressing himself and extraneous—and the conventions

1. H. C. Link: The Rediscovery of Man, and standards of our society, prevent
Macmillan and Co London, ]939. our enjoying life in accordance with the

2. William Healy: Personality in Forma- first line of action that may suggest
tion and Action, p. itself. At the same time there is no
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virtue or wisdom in merely repressing We cannot, however, go into even all
the urges that seek expression. The the fourteen or seventeen instincts men-
result of such repression is the appear- tioned by McDougall. We shall take
ance of what are known as perverted for the illustration of our point of view
means of self-expression. The mentally only two or three of these instincts and
healthy, grown-up avoids these per- deal with them in a brief manner,
verted expressions of native impulses, Let us first take the instinct of self-
for he knows that there is neither virtue assertion, the one instinct that has been
nor health in that direction. Very often stressed more than anything else by
the healthy reaction possible for the Adler and his school of Individual
modern man is to follow the line of Psychology. This instinct has been re-
sublimation—the diversion of an ins- ferred to by McDougall as the instinct
tinctive primitive urge into some useful of Positive Self-feeling. The natural
and socially acceptable channels. Not end of this instinct is the dominance of
that the natural way is always taboo, it the individual over his material and
is not; only, natural gratification is not social environment, and its ideal, as J. A.
always possible due to practical or moral Hadfield shows, 1 is a strong man who
considerations. When it is not, a wise, faces all situations in an unflinching
healthy grown-up person does not rest manner, and carries to a successful end
content contemplating the barren road whatever he undertakes despite the
of repression; he gives expression to his opposition of others and the handicaps
natural tendencies and propensities of nature. Such a one is described as
through sublimation. How this may be a “he-man.” The perversion of the
done may be indicated by reference to a instinct of self-assertion is the belittling 
few commonly recognized instincts or of everything that is meek, tolerant and
native urges. The native urges or pro- self-effacing. The present writer has
pensities arc many, though Adler writes referred elsewhere to the contempt that
as if there is only one instinct that is men like Nietzsche have for what are
worth special consideration and that is known as the passive virtues associated
theinstictof self-assertion. On the other with Buddhism, Jainism, and Christian- 
hand Freud writes as if he recognizes ity. They forget that with the principle
another one instinct as the basis as it of power there is another great principle
were of all other instincts, and that is in life—the principle of love. They are
the instinct of sex. Then there are the two wings by which man, accord-
those writers in America who, like ing to Hadfield, soars to his ideal. But
Thorndike, would even call the reflexes the strong man, the “Superman”, has a
by the name of instincts, and an English- contempt for anything that might tend
man has recently written a book on to make him considerate to others and
‘The Innumerable Instincts of Man’! their sentiments when they seem to
We cannot enter into a discussion of stand in the way of his ambitious pro-
the nature and classification of instincts, jects. “But in saving his power he
bu' it appears to be wise to be in the \ t a Hoafioia. d— TT------- . n. ;—
middle of the road with McDougall. Ch. XXI, Methuen & Co London
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loses it; for he tries to fly to the sun on a long time and cannot find work as
the wing of power, fearing to surrender younger people are preferred to him,
any of his libido to love lest he should he thinks that growing old is a curse
lose power. But the one wing of power and that youth is the only asset of life,
soon tires and he falls exhausted.” Even when a middle aged man has a
Sublimated, we get the strong man who dcfinite job to do> he begins tQ real]ze
does well as an administrator, army when be is about forty that his ability
leader, and statesman who stands firm to do vigorous physical work is not so
in the midst of adversities without for- great as that of the younger folk Thcre
getting to be kind, courteous and gentle is in ilfe a cycle of morningj forenoon,
towards others He is not obstinate afternoon, and evening-a cycle that is
hke the one with a perverted sense of as inevitable and universal as the cycle
strength, but is willing to confess his of the day. Between the fore-noon
mistakes when he knows himself to be and the after-noon is the meridian and
wrong, and is ready to change his line after the meridian the powers slowly
of action when he knows that thereby begin to wane. It does not mean that
he can serve better the right causes he one who is in the after-noon of life is
constantly seeks to uphold. an old man and cannot do hard work;

Scope for the expression of one s —he can, but the wise man after forty
self-assertion is provided in the case of begins to lead a simplified life, husband-
most people by their work. But there ing his energy resources more econo-
are some persons who cannot find work mically and carefully. As an American
though they want to. The greatest evil Professor of Journalism puts i t : “I
of general unemployment is neither that shall argue that many millions of our
the unemployed have to be fed at the citizens can get much more out of their
cost of others, nor that the nation does fourth, fifth and sixth decades of life
not get the full benefit of the money than out of any of the first, simply by
spent on doles and unemployment learning how to live and how to make
allowances, but that continued enforced the most of opportunities within
idleness on the part of those who are reach.* But there are many who do
keen to work takes away the self-res- not recognize that their life is slowly
pect and sense of competence of the changing, and therefore would not
prospective worker. In course of time make the necessary adjustments in
the fact that one is not employed for a their mode of life and work. After
long time may engender in him the feel- forty they should be able to lead a life
ing of despaii that he is not fit to be of greater discrimination than in the
employed, and that his existence does twenties or thirties. The simplified
not mean anything to society, and that life one should lead after forty is not a
therefore he too has nothing to do with life of retirement, much less is it the
the standards and demands of society. life of a recluse ; it is one from which
Thus arise delinquencies, crimes and ~~~ D pr.r:-----r s r  p
neuroses of different kinds. If an Ch. I. P. 10 Whittlessey House, New York!
elderly man is thrown out of work for 1932.
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unnecessary expenditure of energy is actual doing of things to younger hands’
excluded, it is an increasing recognition The change comes over all women
of the fact that growing up “is largely whether they are married or unmarried,
a matter of sloughing the little desires To the latter particularly it is a matter
in favour of the great. We simplify, of great regret that their possibility of
we pull in, we concentrate on a few marrying and having a child of their
powerful, enduring wishes. So even own is now more remote. To the
though the gross volume of energies married women too the change is not
may dwindle somewhat, we use them often very welcome as they think that
more efficiently.”1 Thus doing, we do their charm and attraction for their men
not diminish our usefulness but heighten is bound to be less in the coming years
our chances of success and achieve- than in the past. But all these persons
ment. have to recognize the inevitable ; al-

The need of a greater simplicity in though, at the same time it may be
life is equally, if not more clearly, indi- pointed out that there is no reason why
cated in the case of women. The they should be less sweet members of
various signs that proclaim the advent their household and society when they
of menopause, such as flushes of heat, are no more burdened with the possibility 
sometimes chilliness following, occasion- of maternity. Fast living and striving,
al dizziness, and perhaps nausea—all by any means, to be the centre of attrac-
may be, as Dr. Emma F. Angell Drake tion, is not a good thing for a woman of
says, symptoms of the change that any age, and if they are not able to get
comes over all women as a rule, though over these temptations when they were
the particular age of the change and the young they should at least now strive to
details of the symptoms that herald make their lives more dignified with
its approach may vary from individual self-poise and the spirit of calm service,
to individual; and in some exception- Social excesses, late hours, high living, 
ally well-adjusted lives the changes may nervous excitement, faulty dress, a
be so little distressing that no inconven- wrong estimate of really desirable things
ience will be felt, and no warning be of this life —these were wrong in youth,
given that the ‘custom of women’ is no and they are s11̂  more harmful in the
longer theirs.* Whether the symptoms later period into which all women have
are conspicuous by their presence or to enter. Women, however, as a rule,
not, they are an indication that the are more unselfish than men; and the
woman is entering into a new stage of fault of many good women is that they
life, and that in this stage she must be slave day and night a little too much for
less busy, should enjoy more rest, and their dear ones. They must in this
be prepared to hand over much of the post-meridian period of theirs be able

. i q to think a little more about themselves
1 " ’ ’’ f' and their individual needs. Few womenEmma F. Angel) Drake: 'What a Woman p. , , , , ,, , ,

of Forty-five Ought to Know’ Ch. V , p. til as Drake says, have learned the art of
Ought to Know Series’ Revised edition 1028, resting. If they sit down and rest they
Vir Publishing Co., London do it with an apology. Why should
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they apologise? Men find time for little tasks of public life in an easy dis-
doing absolutely nothing, and in this passionate manner, communing with
they are much wiser than women, and their own minds, and communing with
are by so much fitted for the strenuous their God, they can still lead a highly
duties of life. Let women learn how to useful and pleasing life. To continue
do the same gracefully and happily,” and to live in the third period of life as if
the result would be that they will have the second was all that was charming
time for thinking of achievement along and useful is an unhealthy way—un-
other lines.* Through wise advice to healthy to the whole personality, to the
younger people, taking part in their psyche as well as to the body,
joys and disappointments, engaging in (To be continued.)

Cfce Present in tlje aDuIt Literacy tenement
By P. G. Kanekar, Bombay

That the adult literacy movement mand a higher efficiency from the
has come to stay is a fact beyond countries or communities which do not
doubt. The movement in its present want to go to the wall in their struggle
form will be unnecessary or superfluous for life. Even the humble peasant or
only some years after the introduction the factory worker needs literacy to be
of compulsory primary education able to till his soil in a better manner
throughout the country, when there or to work his machine more intelli-
are no illiterate adults. Of course, the gently and more efficiently. Politically
need for adult education will ever re- also literacy is essential. Democratic
main ; for education does not stop with methods of government require literate
bare literacy. That time is distant and and intelligent electorates. Democracy
in the meantime vigorous efforts must cannot reach its goal with the handicap
be made to make every man and wo- of illiteracy. Socially we have ad­
man in the country literate. vanced a great deal since the times

It cannot be contended that every when it was considered dangerous for
literate person is superior in culture, a woman to be educated, even to be
wisdom or social usefulness to one who literate. Thus the stage of debating
is illiterate. But the fact that literacy the desirability of literacy for any class
is a potent instrument for the diffusion of persons is now past; in fact, it has
of culture, an ‘open-sesame’ to unlock become a matter of historical interest
the treasures of knowledge and wisdom, only.
cannot be questioned. Similarly, the The question of universal literacy
argument that certain classes of people would have been solved long ago in
can afford to remain illiterate without this country, had the Compulsory Pri-
harm to themselves or to the commu- maty Education Bill brought forward
nity of which they form a part, is no in the Supreme Legislative Council by
longer valid. The modern times de- that great patriot, Gopal Krishna
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Gokhale, been passed and become been gained during the last few years,
operative throughout the country through literacy drives, campaigns
immediately. Although by 1920 the and continuous efforts, for arriving at
principle of compulsion in primary edu- some definite conclusions, 
cation was accepted by most of the
Provinces, progress has been extremely Official and non-official agencies
slow. At this rate illiteracy may not and workers in different provinces and
be liquidated even within a century. language zones can, at this stage, com-
Local bodies are not willing to increase pare notes and profit from one an-
taxation for obtaining sufficient funds other s experience. It was essential in
to provide more and more schools in *-he beginning to give free scope to
the areas under their jurisdiction and different methods and policies, so that
the provincial governments behave in a advantages and drawbacks of each
niggardly manner in taking up their might be found out after a fair trial,
proper share in the increased expendi- ^  *s l̂ue that India was not the first
ture on primary education. In short, country in the world to launch a mass
in practice compulsion has not been literacy movement among adults and
enforced, the need for it having not that there was a large body of experi-
arisen due to the inability or unwilling- ence gained in a number of countries
ness on the part of local bodies to on which to base a similar movement
provide a sufficient number of schools *n this country. Hotvever, any social
and teachers. It would be futile to activity to be successful has to take
wait till compulsory primary education *nto acc°tmt and to adapt itself to the
for children becomes universal. The social environments and social inheri-
problem of mass illiteracy must be tance peculiar to each community. In
attacked from all sides. The adult a sense- therefore, the movement was
literacy movement, a flank movement a novel experiment and the method of
as it is, is likely to yield immediate tiaa  ̂an<̂  eIlor was inevitable,
results and also it will be helpful in If the experience hitherto gained
accelerating the pace of primary educa- makes it plain that certain methods of
tion among children of school-going propaganda, organisation and teaching
age, as also in lessening the need for are wasteful, it should be made known
enforcing compulsion. It should be to all interested in the movement,
remembered that a regular course of Similarly if those methods which have
primary education is different from proved more effective and less expen-
that of mere literacy, the latter being sive are made widely known workers
a matter of a few weeks and compara- elsewhere will be saved the trouble of
tively small expense. experimenting with different methods.

The Need for Comparing Notes At * e Pfr.esent Staf ’ ln the absence ofan effective central organisation in the
Although the experimental stage is country serving as a clearing-house of

not yet quite past in the mass literacy ideas, it is quite possible that workers
movement, enough experience has in one place may be engaged in trying
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a method which has proved wasteful of teaching to read and write the al- 
at another place. phabet of that language. If it is found •

It is, therefore, necessary that re- tkat tkere are two or more methods 
presentatives of official and non-official eack claiming acceptance as the best,
agencies engaged in adult literacy work arrangement should be made to give a
in the different provinces should an- â*r tr‘a  ̂t0 eack an^ fcbe results should
nually come together and exchange *3e care û^y compared. This will make
their experiences.* After due exchange a uniform method possible throughout a
of experiences, views and ideas, the linguistic-zone. In this respect, lan-
conference may be able to arrive at guages, of the same stock and with the
definite conclusions on some points. same alphabetical system and more or
It is time that the basic principles of *ess sim^ar alphabet, may profit from
the movement were laid down for the one anotber. The final decision must,
guidance of the agencies and workers. however, remain with each linguistic
It may also be possible to declare parti- zone.
cular methods in propaganda and organ- The task PreParing graded text 
isation as the best yet tried and to books and easy books for individual
recommend them for universal adop- reading or for reading in Reading
tion. Circles as post-literacy class education

For example, the different methods “ USt to eacl1 linguistic zone-
of propaganda adopted at different 1 1ese text'books and some of the higher
places may be compared with one an- readers and easy books should be writ-
other, and the cheapest and the most ,en seParalely for industrialised urban
effective may be selected and recom- are3S and rural areas’ Thls is’ 1 think-
mended. Picture-posters play an im- !lccessary as the words, sentences and
portant part in inducing the illiterate lessons in the text-books and the sub-
to join a literacy class. A few picture ject*. dealt with in the books for easy
posters may be selected from amongst readmg must have a close connection
those hitherto issued at different places with the everyday life of the adult pupil
during literacy drives and their photo- 50 that he may feel immediate interest
blocks may be printed and published *n ^dial êarns’
for the information of all provinces. . ls’ ^nerefore, plain that organisa-

' dons for different linguistic zones are
Lumeulmn and iext-Books as necessary as an all-India organisation

Special curricula and text-books are *01 achieving the best possible results
necessary for adult literacy classes. The and av°iding waste in the mass literacy
All-India Conference can only lay down movement.
the basic principles in this m atter; the Offical Routine and Popular Enthusiasm
mass literacy workers in each regional At present at many places mass
language must select the best method literacy work has settled into a dead

It is precisely this kind of service that the official routine. This is, in a sense,
Indian Education Association is beginning to inevitable. However, the results may
render on a modest scale-Ed. be more satisfactory where the Literacy
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Officer, his assistants, supervisors and those methods and to adopt the proper
• teachers do their work enthusiastically methods while conducting an adult

and are able to evoke enthusiasm among literacy class. Adult psychology is dif-
the pupils. It is a matter of personal ferent from child psychology and the
equation. But it must be remembered methods of conducting an adult class
that as a rule official routine is insepar- must be based on adult psychology,
able from official agencies, even from It would be interesting to find in
private agencies when some activity is how many provinces the official agencies
to be carried on from year’s end to which are responsible for mass literacy
year’s end; the larger the scale, the have made provision for the training of
greater the scope for redtapism. In a teachers of adult classes and whether
movement like the mass literacy move- they depend mainly on the teaching
ment, the factor of the greatest import- staff of children’s schools for the sup-
ance is popular enthusiasm. The literacy ply of teachers,
drives that were organised by non­
official agencies provided a powerful Follow-Up Work
impetus to the movement; and such In the mass literacy movement qual-
drives are necessary from time to time ity has to be sacrificed, to a more or
if the enthusiasm is to be kept up till less extent, for the sake of quantity, as
the object is fully achieved. Hence the literacy has to be imparted in the shor-
need for co-operation between official test possible period to as many adults
and non-official agencies. The official as may be induced to go through the
agency must set apart some amount course. There is, however, the danger
every year or every two years for of the gain in numbers proving illusory
financing a literacy drive throughout in the long run. What is easily learnt
the province with the help of non- is generally easily forgotten. It may be
official agencies. During each such possible for an adult to be able to read
drive new classes may be started and and write, after a three-month course
conducted for some weeks by voluntary or even one month’s systematic tuition
teachers, and these classes may be after- and regular attendance. He may also
wards taken over by the official agency forget within a few months what he has
and put in the charge of paid teachers. learnt and practically relapse into illite-
The official agency should, some time racy, if he does not continue the practice
before the drive, organise classes for of reading and writing, especially read­
training voluntary teachers in the ing. The danger of this relapse is
methods of conducting adult classes. greater in rural areas than in cities and
It is desirable that so far as possible towns where one sees big letters on
the teachers of the adult classes should sign-boards, cinema posters and trade
not be the teachers employed in child- advertisements, propaganda posters,
ren’s schools. It has been found that etc., in plenty, practically wherever one
the teachers who are trained or accus- goes, and also gets from time to time
tomed to the methods to be used in handbills which are freely distributed,
children’s schools are not able to forget and even stray newspaper copies or
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other printed scraps fall into one’shands Am Opportunity Afforded by the War
occasionally. Naturally, the adult who The Chinese soldiers, even while ser-
has learnt to read tries to read these ving on a war front, learn, it is said, to read
and thus is he prevented from lapsing and write whenever they get time to do
into illiteracy. In villages, these means so. That shows the depth of the realisa-
are not available. tion in China of the importance of literacy

to every person. But for the liquida- 
How far the money and effort spent tion of mass illiteracy, which was rapidly

on adult literacy is a waste must be brought about even in the most back-
judged from the proportion of the liter- ward regions and among the most back-
ates relapsing info illiteracy. In the ward peoples, Russia would not have
absence of follow-up work, after the been able to defend itself against so
completion of a bare literacy course, powerful an enemy as Germany. Let
this waste is bound to be considerable, us, at least, utilize the opportunity af-
especially in rural areas. At least one forded by the war to expedite the
year’s post-literacy course is essential, work of making our masses literate,
for avoiding this waste. It should lead Let there be a big literacy drive
the pupil on the path of reading by pro- throughout the country as a result of
viding him with reading matter arranged which thousands of new literacy classes
in gradation and create in him a taste may be organised, followed by post-
for reading. These classes should, in literacy classes in the same proportion,
reality, be reading circles or clubs. If Sheets of war news written in simple
these classes are not far away from one language and printed in bold type and
another, one person may be able to leaflets and pamphlets giving infor-
guide several such classes. The students mation about the countries engaged in
will generally help one another. The the war, arranged according to grada-
official agency must provide suitable tion, should be supplied free to these
literature in the form of graded readers, classes. Much of the war propaganda
pamphlets, leaflets and news-sheets, all in this country is sheer waste at pre­
printed in big, medium or small type, sent. Much better results could be
according to each grade. If this work achieved without much more cost if the
is supplemented with a constant supply war propaganda is hitched on to the
of books through a travelling free literacy campaign and results of per-
library, the foundation of literacy will manent value in the nation-building
be firm, and adult literacy will be linked work could be achieved into the bar-
up with adult education. gain.
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[The daily press in India has failed to give due space to educational publications. Our 

readers will be interested in the following extracts from the latest Government Repirt
—Ed.]

The yeai under report witnessed a ing held in January 1938, “to examine
certain amount of progress in most the scheme of educational reconstruc-
directions. tion incorporated in the Wardha scheme

The Bengal report begins: "Although in the light of the Wood-Abbott Report
the economic depression, serious floods on General and Vocational Education
and the consequent failure of crops and other relevant documents and to
cast dark shadows across the year make recommendations” was consider-
1938-39, the level of achievement ed by the Board at its fourth meeting
reached in the previous year was main- held during the year under review
tained and a considerable amount of (December 1938). The Board generally
thoughtful preparation was made for adopted all the recommendations made
the development of new schemes and by the sub-committee, and decided that
improvements in the field of education”. a copy of the report, together with a
In a similar strain, the Sind report re- summary of the discussion, should be
marks that “in spite of the apathy of forwarded to Provincial Governments
people in the rural areas towards edu- for their consideration and for such
cation, depression in trades, unemploy- action as they might consider necessary.
ment and financial difficulties, the As it was felt that certain points
progress during the year has been satis- arising in connection with the Wardha
factory.” The retarding effect of scheme required further consideration
financial stringency was still only too the Board appointed another committee
evident. For instance the Pun ab reports to examine these. This committee met
that "the demand for education far after the close of the year under review
exceeds the facilities provided by Gov- and its report will be dealt with in a
ernment, local bodies and recognised subsequent report.
public schools, and that the “progress Other salient features of the year
would have been more marked but for in the field of education are recorded
paucity of funds. in the succeeding sub-paragraphs.

The most important event of the In Madras, Hindustani was intro-
year has been the inauguration in many duced as a compulsory subject in Forms
areas of experiments along the lines I to III in all Government secondary
advocated in what is popularly known schools and in 100’ selected secondary
as the Wardha education scheme. A schools under private management; a
full account of the activities of the Bill to amend the Madras Elementary
provinces in this respect is given in the Education Act with a view to establish-
chapteron “Primary Eduction.” The ing District Educational Councils was
report of the Sub-Committee of the *Wnrr, „ ru~T —-—~ i a i r> i r r- j • From the latest report published by the
Central Advisory Board of Education, Educational Commissioner with the Govern-
which was appointed at the  th ird  m eet- ment of India, New Delhi.
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passed and rules were framed for the isation of Government colleges, on new
improvement of the conditions of ser- rates of pay for the subordinate educa-
vice of teachers in elementary schools tional services, on scales of pay for
under private management; service gazetted educational officers and on the
registers for teachers were also pres- reorganisation of the Inspectorate were
cribed. issued during the year under report.

In Bombay, the reports of the Adult In the United Provinces, the year
Education Committee, the Vocational 1938-39 was devoted mainly to pre-
Training Committee and the Primary paring reorganisation. Various com-
Teachers’ Training Committee were mittees were set up to examine the
issued during the year and three Boards whole field of education with a view to
were set up, viz. (i) the Board of suggesting what changes were neces-
Secondary Education, to advise Govern- sary and how they were to be carried
ment on general questions concerning out. The first of these was the Secon-
secondary education and the introduc- dary and Primary Education Reorgan-
tion of vocational subjects in secondary isation Committee consisting of mem-
schools, (ii) the Board of Physical bers of both Houses of Legislature,
Education, to advise Government on all educationists and officials; the second
matters pertaining to the physical edu- was the Universities Reorganisation
tion of children of school-going age and Committee. Other committees dealt
others, and (iii) the Provincial Board with Sanskrit studies, the reorganisa-
of Adult Education, to advise Govern- tion of the Sanskrit College, Benares,
ment on all matters pertaining to adult and the question of the type of physical
education. A special officer to organise training (including military training)
the work of introducing the Basic Edu- to be given in secondary institutions,
cation scheme was appointed, and an In Bihar, an important event of the
Advisory Committee for Basic Educa- year was the adoption of a resolution
tion was constituted. Hindustani was moved in the Legislative Assembly
recognised as one of the regional which asked Government to make ade-
languages of the province and the quate provision for military training
Hindustani School Book Committee to in schools and colleges and to establish
consider the provision of text books in a separate militaty school.
Hindustani was appointed. In the Central Provinces, a Central

In Bengal, District Organisers of Board of Physical Welfare was consti-
Physical Education were posted to all tuted and a Chief Organiser appointed
districts in connection with the Youth The scheme for the establishment of
Welfare Movement; Physical Training Vidya Mandirs also came into effect
Camps were established for school during the year,
teachers; revised curriculum for primary In Sind, a committee of experts was
schools, covering a course of four years appointed to make suggestions for
instead of five, was published; and a overhauling the whole educational
series of valuable reports on girls1 edu- system with a view to giving vocational
cation in Bengal, on the deprovincial- bias to education in ordinary schools
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as well as providing some technical been started in a spirit of social service,
and industrial schools. The Orissa The account given in the succeeding
Government set up a Board of Basic paragraphs would appear to justify
Education during the year under re- the belief that the movement is estab-
port. lishing itself firmly in the provinces.

Satisfactory progress was recorded In some districts, the growth of adult
in other directions also. The percent- schools has been remarkable. The
age of pupils under instruction to the movement has served not only to re­
total population advanced from 5.18 to duce illiteracy among adults but also
5.41 in recognised institutions and from to maintain literacy among those who
5.38 to 5.64 in all kinds of institutions. have previously attended school. The
The percentage of male scholars to Central Advisory Board of Education
male population improved from 8.16 also gave an indication of their interest
to 8.56, and of female scholars from in this problem. At their fourth meet-
2.42 to 2.52. The wastage percentage ing held in December 1938, they dis-
in primary classes decreased from 70 cussed the subject in all its aspects
to 69 in the case of boys and from 84 and felt that it should be examined on
to 83 in the case of girls. 22,000 addi- an all-India basis. A Committee with
tional boys and 16,000 more girls as Dr. Syed Mahmud, Education Minister,
compared with the previous year Government of Bihar, as Chairman,
reached the stage of literacy. Enrol- was accordingly appointed to examine
ment increased at all stages of educa- this problem and report to the Board,
tion, the total increase exceeding by The committee met after the close of
over 2.3 lakhs of pupils the increase the year 1938-39 and its report will be
recorded during the previous year, reviewed in next year’s report.
which was the largest during the last The number of schools for adults
nine years. The policy of eliminating and their enrolment is shown in the 
inefficient and uneconomical schools following table:—
was continued with success. Even Table XLV11.—Schools for Adults, 1938-39
more striking progress was made in — ..y .v ■
adult education. Women’s education Iiovince. schools. ■
also showed considerable improvement. ,, ,r JUjiaras ... 12 771
Educationally backward communities Bombay ... 673 22,035I 1 A , • , -  907 28,152advanced and progress in physical Hult.e? Province* ... 2,G8» 82.590
training, playing of games and medical «ih“T , p . 1D • iso ajmCentral Provinces and Borar... .13 1714inspection was also registered. ’ Assam ... 13 -5U5North-West. 1' rontier ProvinceAdult Education Sind ... 2s "'e soOrlsem 1 2ft

“The interest evinced last year in the n,“ i ;;; -  18 ~230
adult education movement, one of the Ajm̂ -Merwwa ..._____£3_____206
most significant phases of educational Total 4'733 M oss
progress in fndia to-day, continued to N.-A.- i he figureTTn this taMT’refer’tT’
grow during the year under review. regular schools for adults, and do not in- 
f-.,, , , ,, , , elude ' classes’ started for adults at variousEfforts to remove adult illiteracy have centres.
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The number of schools rose by second stage was to lead him actually
3,186 to 4,733 and the number of adults to investigate the resources available in
under instruction by 99,272 to 1,44,983. his natural environment so that he
In addition to the schools for adults might provide himself with more of the
only, there were about 4,000 night amenities of life. On the recommen-
schools, mostly attended by adults. If cation of this committee a Provincial
this rate of progress continues and the Board of Adult Education was ap-
present enthusiasm is maintained, the pointed with the following functions:—
prospects of mass illiteracy being sub- (1) To submit for the approval of
stantially reduced within a reasonable Government a three-year pro­
period will be bright. Efforts, how- gramme for the spread of
ever, to be successful must be co-ordi- adult education in the pro-
nated and sustained, and Governments vince with estimates of ex­
will be well-advised to enlist the co- penditure both recurring and
operation of all voluntary agencies non-recurring—that will have
and individuals able and willing to to be incurred for imple-
render service in this great cause. The menting each item of the pro­
efforts made by the provinces during gramme

W o w -  ‘mder rePOtl are nanaled (2> T° co& iri propaganda for the
removal of illiteracy and other

In Madras, adult education classes forms of ignorance among
attached to six Government institutions adults of both sexes in rural
continued to work. With the excep- as well as in urban areas
tion of one institution where the work (3) To encourage and supervise the
was limited to delivering lectures, publication of suitable liter-
regular adult education classes were ature for adult education
held. Lectures on various topics of (4) To consider schemes referred
interest, illustrated by lantern-slides in to it by Government or s u b

most cases, were delivered. The mem- milled by private bodies for
bers of the staff of the institutions con- the spread of adult education
cerncd carried on the work on an (5) To advise Government as to the
honorary basis Some municipalities best manner of aiding the ex_
also started adult education centres for is.ing adult education classes
urban workers. and of organising and extend-

In 1938, the Bombay Government ing the work of such classes
appointed a special committee to advise on a voluntary basis,
them on the question of adult educa- (6) To advise Government as to the
tion, which stated that the first step best methods of harnessing
in a programme ot adult education, as the enthusiasm and spirit for
it affected the rural areas, was to national service among the
endeavour, to help the villager to educated youths of the pro-
overcome his dejection and apathy and vince for the drive against
to find an interest in life and the mass illiteracy,
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(7) To suggest means for co-ordin- about 3,000 to 4,000 pupils belonging to
ating adult education among secondary schools in Poona City as
villagers with other forms of helpers in the intensive drive against
rural reconstruction. illiteracy and hoped thereby to make

(8j To advise Government on the some 6,000 adults literate. The Social
question of implementing the Service League decided to arrange a
v a r i o u s  recommendations “Literacy Campaign” in the City of
made by the Adult Education Bombay and its suburbs in May 1940,
Committee. the objects of this drive being to rouse

(9) To collect funds. the public conscience as to the need of
This Board began its work on 1st education among the adult members of

October, 1938, and met seven times the community.
during the year ending 31st March. The Government of Bengal ap-
1939. pointed a Committee on Primary and

A scheme for registering adult educa- Adult Education with the Director of
tion workers and for providing grants- Public Instruction as its Chairman and
in-aid to adult education classes was the Director of Rural Reconstruction
put into operation from 1st January, as one of its Joint Secretaries. A ques-
1939 and a sum of Rs. 40,000 was placed tionnaire on adult education covering
at the disposal of the Divisional Ins- aims and methods, minimum educational
pectors for this purpoae at ihe rate of requirements, syllabuses for adults,
Rs. 2,000 per district. As a result, teachers for adults, the supply of suit-
460 adult education classes attended by able primers, the recruitment of
13,766 adults were in existence by the honorary workers, the running of night 
end of March 1939. schools in Mustibhiksha, the location

On the recommendation of the Adult of night schools, arrangements for
Education Committee, the Provincial inspection and supervision, grants-in-
Government also took steps for eradi- aid, adult education for women, the
eating illiteracy among the inferior period required for producing literacy
staff employed in Government offices, and other matters was issued to 1,000
and the hope has been expressed that officials and non-officials. The com-
in the near future all inferior servants mittee considered these replies at its
in Government offices will become meeting held after the close of the year
literate. 1938-39 (in December 1939).

The Poona Central Co-operative The Bengal Adult Education Asso-
Bank introduced a scheme of adult edu- ciation published a primer called “Parar
cation under which classes for adults Bai” following the Laubach method;
were conducted in some 25 villages 5,000 copies of this were purchased by
having co-operative credit societies. Government and distributed free to

Pupil teachers’ home classes for village associations,
illiterates were introduced as an experi- In the United Provinces, the number
ment in one of the villages. The Pro- of adult night schools rose from 391 to
vincial Board proposed to organise 2,834 and the enrolment from 10,594 to
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83,552. In addition, the Rural Deve- ment in March, 1938 and made an ap-
lopment Department was also respon- peal to teachers and students in the
sible for some adult schools. This province to devote their summer vaca-
progress was the result of the scheme tion that year to the liquidation of illi-
launched by the Government to liqui- teracy amongst the masses in the pro-
date illiteracy. It is stated that though vince. The first or voluntary phase of
the beginning has been distinctly pro- the campaign beginning with the actual

mising the test will be the success of working of literacy centres lasted from
the follow-up organisation. May to October, 1938. The progress

In the Punjab, the movement against ™ade durinf  this Phase » indicated by
adult illiteracy received a great impetus 16 lgUfeS below :' 
in response to the appeal issued by the
Minister of Education in the summer of Month No. of No. under
1938. Though the regular adult in- centres. instruction
stitutions decreased during the year by May, 1938 ... 6,477 100 328
8, the enrolment in them increased by Tnn, 1Q, a inoi,
1,275 to 5,171. With the addition of JU"C’ 1938 10’216 151296
the literacy work undertaken by volun- y’ ?,057 111,741
tary workers and institutions, the total August, 1938 5,990 98,036
number of adults receiving education Sept. 1938 ... 6,821 121,695
was about 9,800. It has been reported
that ‘ each division has a network of During this phase, the literacy work
anti-illiteracy leagues with the Divi- at eacb centre was conducted in ac-
sional Headquarters as their nucleus. cordance with a scheme which pro-
Efforts have been made to secure the vided four types of centres opened (1)
co-operation of official and non-official 111 lower primary, upper primary and
agencies, of local bodies, beneficent middle schools, (2) by private associa-
departments, religious organisations, the lions which required financial aid to
student community and the teaching meet expenditure, (3) by colleges and
staff of schools......... 36,000 copies of High schools taking up the work as part
adult primers and 40,000 copies of con- their extra-curricular activities, and
tinuation literature leaflets were made by mills, factories, zamindars, jails,
available for free distribution among public associations, etc. The first type
persons and associations offering co- was Paid a capitation allowance of five
operation in the adult literacy cam- annas Per literate and the second type
paign. It has been arranged to embark a grant-in-aid at the rate of Rs. 15 per
upon a five-year programme for the annum. No payments were made in
liquidation of illiteracy in the province (he °'her two cases. Voluntary work-
commencing from 1939-40 at the annual ers> primary school teachers, school
cost of Rs. 22,800.” boys, college students and literate young

t tj i ,! t. *. . men in the villages were all mobilized
.V T  ^ lmsler for Education for the campaign and worked with great

inaugurated the Mass Ltteracy Move- enthusiasm. Government sanctioned a
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sum of Rs. 80,000 for mass literacy work review 35 schools with 752 adults on
for six monihs from the 1st September, the roll were in existence. 44 village
1938. In the first phase, when no fin- libraries were also opened for circulat-
ancial aid was received from Govern- ing books in the rural areas adjoining
ment, a sum of Rs, 10,910 was obtained the main centres,
as contribution from local bodies and
private individuals. In Assam' the total number of night

schools rose from 132 to 178 and it is
In November, 1938, the campaign reported that the demand for more 

entered in its second phase. Up to the schools is growing, 
quarter, ending 31st December, 1938,
there were 9,538 centres and 208,922 . In the North-West Frontier Pro­
adults under instruction and in the vince, there were 39 night schools. In 
quarter ending 31s! March, 1939 14,259 two districts several classes for adults
centres with 318,737 studenfs. were darted, but much progress could

not be made owing to disturbed condi- 
In December, 1938, the Government tions. The district Board teachers and

appointed a Provincial Mass Literacy the pupil teachers in the Government
Committee of 22 members with the Training School for Men, Peshawar,
Minister for Education as Chairman. worked as honorary teachers and did
In addition to this committee, district, useful work,
sub-divisional thana and village centre
committees were working. The district In Sind, the number of schools foi
committees were given discretion to dis- adults rose by 4 to 28 but the number 
tribute the amounts placed at their dis* PuPils fNl r̂om 695 to 6o9.
posal in any manner they considered In Orissa, there was only one adult
necessary For the intensive areas, the school with 26 pupils. But towards the
commi tee aimed at making literate close of 1938-39, Government decided
within six months all educable illiterate to launch a campaign against illiteracy
male adults between the ages of 15 to m the province. An account of this
40. Wherever possible, the Education will be given in the next year’s report.
Department placed one sub-inspector
of schools in charge of the thana select- There was not much progress with
ed for intensive work. At the end of this movement in the Centrally Ad-
three months, an examination in read- ministered Areas. The Ajmer-Mer-
ing, writing and arithmetic was held at wara Report gives the impression that
the centres, and in some cases honoraria adult education in the province is only
were paid to teachers on the basis of *n nn embryonic state and needs more
the results. liberal assistance from Government be­

fore development can take place. Steps 
In the Central Provinces, the Gov- will have to be taken at an early date

ernment made a provision of Rs. 2,000 to deal comprehensively with this prob-
per annum for the establishment of 50 lom in the Centrally Administered
adult schools During the year under Areas generally,"

20 JO U RN A L OF A D ULT EDUCATION



v  a o u l t  <£Ducatio» in C e y lo n

By K. S. A r u l a n d h y , M .A., M.Sc.

For over twenty years Adult Edu- by propaganda meetings, the number of
cation in Ceylon was confined to Night Adult Classes more than doubled itself
Schools where the curriculum was of a in a short time. The presentation of
purely literary character, a direct imi- wireless sets to selected schools in-
tation of the work of Day Schools. A duced other schools to obtain their
new orientation was given to the sub- own sets with the co-operation of the
]ect with the introduction of the Rural villagers, and the number of rural
Scheme of Education in 1936, when a schools now in possession of wireless
ew experimental Adult Clubs were sets is 38. These attract large sections
T  m0,re enterprising Day of the rural population to the school

Schools with the object oi making the halls in the evenings
villa* the Co” "iunity Centre of each At the beginning of the present

-pi financial year, the Honourable the
There are at present 167 approved Minister for Education, in addition to

Adult Classes spread over the six edu- the sum of Rs. 5,000 meant for mci-
cational Divisions of the Island, the dental expenses in connection with
Hrgest number being in the Western Adult Education, obtained a vote of
Div^on The teachers in special Rs. 60,600 for the employment of un-
chaige of these classes receive a month- employed teachers in a scheme of Adult
y honorarium of Rs. 7.50 provided a Education and Rural Reconstruction

minimum average attendance of 25 is On October 1, 1940, there were
maintained for at least twelve sessions. approximately 1,800 qualified uncm
A petromax lamp is supplied to each ployed teachers awaiting appointment
class and the cost of petrol consumed and the Ministry’s scheme was to give
is refunded monthly. Many of these these teachers an in tends , ■ W
Adult Classes have been supplied with fit them loT  empToym^t T Z ~

The' AdJTM W , T ' P“ e ] teachers in schools with 
The Adult Education Movement Adult Classes. Pending their absorn

received a stimulus by the gift of a tion into the permanent establishment
Cinema Van and a number of wireless they are to receive an allowance equal

" L T 5 9 0  37 3 w ill, r‘,“St *  a 10 aboUt ■»» o* tvhat .hoi, qualifiedot Ks. 16,590.37 With the interesting tions entitle them to receive according
educational films obtained from the to the approved salary scale.
E lm Department of the British Coun- Four residential training courses 
cil the van visits village centres through- under this scheme were conducted at
out the Island and gives a useful edu- the Scout Colony, Kalutara andtb v
cation to the rural population which were attended by 200 unemployed
Dims up in large numbers. In the teachers. Experienced head “e«herS
Western Division, where the cinema also underwent the same training and
exhibitions were preceded or followed acted as leaders of these courses whkh
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were conducted by Mr. K. S. Arulan- scheme, and in some cases an atten-
dhy, Divisional Inspector of Schools, dance of about 75 is maintained. In
Western Division, with Mr. J. H. De planning their work, the teachers have
Saram, District Inspector, in special been advised to provide for activities
charge. The Scout Colony, which is that give either pleasure or profit, or
fifty acres in extent with its play- both. The practical nature of the
grounds, open spaces, workshops, agri- training, which is so intimately connec-
cultural plots and a skilled staff, made ted with the everyday life of the villa-
an admirable venue for the courses. ger, is beginning to infuse freshness
The teachers were accommodated in into rural life. Simple economic sur-
huts constructed at very little cost out veys showing the extent of unused land,
of materials obtained on the spot. the number of unemployed persons,
The rural setting and environment of and the extent of literacy form the
the Scout Colony made it specially basis of class work. The economic
suitable for Rural Reconstruction acti- standard of the learners as well as that
vities. Mr. De Saram’s position as of their fellow villagers is being gra-
Chief Commissioner of Boy Scouts, and dually raised by the introduction of
his long experience of adult training profitable industries and the encourage-
as one of the seven Rover Deputy ment of the adoption of modern methods
Camp Chiefs of the Empire, afforded of agriculture, co-operation and mar-
a further advantage to the scheme. A keting.
full Wood Badge Couise, as for Rover The ]jfe the village is now
Scout Leaders, formed the basis of the being enriched byj]dramas, exhibitions,
earlier courses, and a Scout training Qf folk-dancing, organized excursions,
capable of immediate adoption in the and community good turns like con-
villages was incorporated into the cum- struction of roads, public baths and
culum of the third and the fourth model farms which are beginning to
courses. The camping standards pies- show good results. The school teacher,
cribed by Imperial Headquarteis, Lon- wh0 was at one time looked upon as a
don, were maintained throughout the friend, philosopher and guide of the
courses, and these had a most salutary villager, is once again beginning to take
effect on the young men on whom fos rightful place in the rural commu-
several years of unemployment had njt
naturally exerted an adverse effect.

Reports are being received daily (With acknowledgement to The World
of the successful work done under this Association for Adult Education.)
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m u l t  © m ir a t io n  C o m m i t t e e , IB o m fia p
(A short resume of work done during the last triennium has been kindly supplied to us 

y the Special Literacy Officer of the above Committee We are glad to print this 
encouraging record.— Editor.)

40,000 literates in 3 years. The Cost of ,he Campaign
The Literacy Campaign organised The total receipts of the Committee 

for the first time in Bombay on a system- fr°m all sources during the period
atic basis and on a wide scale has now amount to Rs. 1,77,000 and the total
completed three years of its existence expenditure to Rs. 1,59,000. Excluding
and it will be interesting to take a short the balance at the end of the third year
retrospect of the progress made by the and certain other items of expenditure
movement during the period. The which do not directly bear on the
Campaign is credited with 40,000 adults achievement of literacy but including
made literate during this period. This the overhead charges, the per capita
number represents chiefly the commu- cost to make one adult literate work's 
mties which are backward in education out at Rs. 3/13 on a three year average

t i lT *  ° ver alm° st a" P m s  ° f  T" w,nls op * !
O 7 nnn«; , Tbe Committee is not content with
river Women become Literate. opening classes for the ^illiterate adults

It is a matter for some gratification and making some thousands of them
that even the women of the city are literate leaving them more probably
not lagging far behind men in claiming than not, to lapse into illiteracy again.
their share in the educational facilities The aim °* the Campaign is not merely
provided by the Committee and have tlle achievement of literacy by adults
shown appreciable progress in this field. but raising the level of their living
As many as 7,300 women belonging to befitting informed and efficient citizen-
all communities considered backward ship, of which literacy is only the first
in education have become literate in step. It is with this aim that the Com
three years- raitte* has now built up a systematic

Contribution Towards City Literacy organisation of its own which provides

The general literacy of rhe city, as 1 ^ ^ ^

r , B  l  ,0 39 29 d u rU et'|,eUd' ‘T ” ?  T  (,J Arrangements have
inVlQdl L  g r d Cade end'  now been made to maintain nearly 100 

g 9 1 and the contribution of the post-literacy classes throughout the
Literacy Campaign towards this in- year where the new literates receive a
crease is 2, which is not an insignificant variety of books to read and guidance
achievement. These figures, moderate from teachers after the literacy course
as they are, mark a definite progress on is completed. The Committee X
he road towards the ult.mate goal m ; produced special books ,n all the prinr 1bay, suited to the interests of and
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relating to the day-to-day problems tion of the city but is also building up
of the masses, fiii) has been con- gradually a sound organisation capable
ducting an independent Marathi fort- of conducting the Campaign on a defi-
nightly • newspaper, Saksharata Deep nite time-limit. The Committee is
and subsidising another Urdu fort- conscious that a considerable leeway is
nightly, Rahbar, with a view to cater to yet to be made up and has determined to
the special needs of the new literates, carry on the Campaign even in the face
(iv) has conducted a few experimental of obstacles unless and until conditions
classes in order both to determine the render work impossible,
period required to make an illiterate 0 , .
adult of an average intelligence literate „  fn tn a  d"™8 194W2'
and to be able to devise suitable me- 0ver 10'000 become U,erate-
thods of teaching adult pupils and (v) Duiing the year which has just closed
has been conducting, from time to time, about 1,050 literacy classes, spread over 
short term training classes for adult three sessions of four months each,
teachers, the majority of whom have were maintained and out of the total
neither the training nor the experience 19,600 who were enrolled, more than
of the teaching profession. 9-300 achieved literacy. Even taking

into consideration about 275 classes 
Co-operation of Mills and Private Associations. carried  o ver in to  the current year it

The third achievement of the Com- wjH be seen that the total number of
mittee during these three years was an literates turned out at the end of the
effort to link up the mill managements year falls far short of the normal figures
and other big employers and private which range between 14,000 to 15,000
associations in the Campaign. The The reasons for the fall are mainly
Committee was able to introduce a two: The communal riots during the
special plan of the Literacy Campaign beginning of the year and developments 
into the mills and some other factories jn the war situation in the east during 
and, though the actual results have not the last quarter of the year. Both
yet been very heartening, the Com- the disturbances not only affected
mittee is confident that this plan will the daily average attendance but also
prove a substantial help to the literacy the total number of classes which could
movement. The co-ordination of liter- have been ordinarily run during the
acy activities carried on by Govern- year.
ment and private associations, such as Efforts of other Associations,
the Labour Welfare Department, the
Bombay Women’s Association, the Besides the above number of liter-
Bombay Women’s Council and some ates neaily 700 adults, mostly women,
educational institutions, with or with- were made hterate in the classes
out grant-in-aid is another noteworthy aided by or run under the direction of
achievement of the Committee during the Committee. As last year, the ef-
the period. It will thus be seen that fom made by the Bombay Women’s
the Committee is not only striving to Association, the Bombay Women s
spread literacy among the adult popula- Council, the Government Labour
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Welfare Department, the Morarjee is now m evidence. The Committee
Gokuldas Mills, the Century Mills, the also conducted a few experimental
Aryan Education Society sHigh School classes with a view to determine the 
are very commendable. period required by an adult to become

Follow-up Work litera te  and to evolve proper m ethods
of teaching. A  plan of w eek-end read-

The Adult Education Committee c âsses has also been under trial,
was able to provide the new literates p-
with follow-up facilities on a far wider
scale than in previous years. Nearly Receipts.
100 post-literacy classes were maintain- .
ed throughout the year and the new 4116 ZT™ *  f°r the year araounted
literates were given necessary guidance to Rs. 75,800 including the opening
by regular teachers to continue their balance oi Rs. 8,800. The main con-
habits of reading and writing. The tributions towards the Committee s
Committee has now produced special income duting the year were as fol-
books suited to the tastes and interests lows:
of the masses. The pupils read these Rs-
books in the post-literacy classes and 51’200 Bombay Government
in addition to the practice they get in Bombay Municipality.
reading they add valuable inform ation 5j60o Net col lection at the Variety Enter-
to their knowledge regarding im portan t tainment and Literacy Week,
events which are  taking place in the 3,040 Donations,
country  and the world a t large T he 8,800 Mill managements,
fortn ightly  M arath i news sheet, 0ther sot™ -
Saksharata Deep, has been supplying 66,980 ( L’ctal) in round figures,
them  with very useful news. The
Associations mentioned above also Expenditure,
maintained 10 post literacy classes for The total expenditure on the Cam-
their new literates. _ paign during the year under reference

Systematisation of the Campaign. comes to Rs. 58,000. The main heads
of expenditure are as follows:

Though the Committee could not 
show very encouraging results by way 8,089 Overhead charges,
of new literates owing to circumstances L995 Office contingency, printing, sta-
over which it had no control, it was tionery, etc
able to systematise the Campaign in 1,021 No -recurring for t!he office,
various ways. The 6 short-term train- pite™c,y c1a“se;s-
ing classes which were held during the ° 531 Grant-in-iUff ' aSSeS
yeat tiained a laige number of teachers 2,264 Production of new books
in the principles and practice of adult 224 Fortnightly news sheet
teaching and a marked change in the 658 Miscellaneous
method of teaching adopted by them 58,025 Total (in round figures).
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Excluding certain items of expendi- quired to make one adult literate works
ture which do not directly bear on out at Rs. 4-13-0 this year as against
the activities for the achievement Rs. 3-2-0 in 1939-40 and Rs. 3-8-0 in
of literacy or those which are of a non- 1940-41.
recurring nature, the average cost re-

jftetos fro m  jF a r anO Jfteat..

ADULT LITERACY TRAINING AT CHENGAM LITERACY FRONT
Andhra and Hyderabad Slates Christian

An Adult Literacy Teaching Train- Councils 1941.
ing Class was opened at Chengam on (T’he Secretary for Adult Literacy, Andhra
May 26th by Mr. M. B. Rangaswami and Hyderabad State has kindly sent us his
Reddiar, Chairman of the Chengam Report for J941. We have pleasure in pub-
Taluk Advisory Committee for Ele- lishing the same for the interest of our read-
mentary Education and it concluded era-Editor.')
on May 31st. It is encouraging to find that in

spite of war conditions Missions and 
Mr. A. G. Vilva Roy, Deputy Ins- Churches have continued, and even

pector of School, Chengam Range, who increased, their support of the Adult
was the organiser, welcoming the work- Literacy campaign in the Andhra
ers and others said that out of the 42 country. The war, however, has un­
candidates who had been selected for doubtedly affected the movement
training 21 were villagers who were adversely in one or two ways. The
permanent literates and the rest ele- Governments and private agencies
mentary school teachers. Candidates which were initiating valuable schemes
had come from 27 different villages. for the promotion of adult literacy

. have had their attention largely divert-
[he course me m e training in ed_ Moreover, in several places oppo-

Adult Psychology, Methods of teach- ^  of lltgracy have succeeded in
ing adult illiterates, Methods of orga- cfeating a fear among the new learners
nisting Adult Literacy Campaigns and that if they become literate they will
Adult Literacy Propaganda. be conscripted for war service. Many

Mr. Rangaswami Reddiar, declaring too, especially in the Deccan, have
the training course open, stressed the migrated from their villages owing to
fact that the literacy drive was above famine conditions.
politics and exhorted all to unite and In spite of these set-backs, however,
strive their very best to raise literacy the work is making good progress, as 
figures in the taluk ere long. the following report will show.
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Adult Literacy in the Churches continues to Mark which is available in large type. It is
Increase hoped that these portions may prove a slimu-
The year 1941 records an increase lus to our new literates in making use of their

of 7000 new literates. The following ^ entJy a'? uired reading ca-Dacity in dailyrfnroc ,*«/.i.Jrt  ̂ onnn i • 1*e’ “̂1S connection, mention must befigures include over 3000 non-Christian made of the need for a simplified version of
adu tS- the Gospel of St. Mark. It has been found

Mission Learning Able to read Total that in every 7 words of the Gospel, one is not
to read simple Litera- understood by the average villager In view

tare ^act> the A. C. C. has agreed to request

Mm  * « - .  M «  Won,™ W '*  ° " 1 “ • * •**

A B T M "" 3«-n QAf>, ^l!,4 om 6483 To encourage authors to produce the best
J  p n m -  850 200 1100 240 2390 literature, suitable for these new literates a
M p  r .  -  S 6 270 358 109 1293 substantial sum of money for prizesTbei^g

• E. Ch. ... 774 164 388 73 1399 offered to those who write simple, interesting
t :  S  934 20U° 418 6293 and usefl11 b0 * •  on some vital i u b j "  I t

M O Ml ! !  " 444 "■ 1A9 is hoped that many gifted authors will res-
* tM .MrS- •" 2062 932 -  2994 Pond to this appeal and produce books which
„  , ..................................................... will be really helpful to adult readers Our
Grand Total 11521 2114 7336 1430 2 2 10 1 thanks are due to the Literature Fund Com-

11 Only 10 out of 20 fields reported mittee of the N. C, C for enabling us to offer
$ S. P. G. Mission and 7 deaneries of the these prizes.

C. M. S. and Deccan areas have not reported m  ,
t No of women literates not available " f rê  ™ere are Special Workers, there are
* No statistics available. Good Results

Sale of Follow-Up Literature Doubles There are now 10 full-time, and 21
c i  r a t t • c t honoraiy secretaries in the churchesSales of A L. L,Mature for the of the two C„ullcil Areas 7 ”

year ts given below:— e„ce and refresher course for t h
Experimental Charts for Adults 4822 secretaries and other leaders was held
Hyderabad Charts ...2 9 8 9  at Berwada for 5 days in November
Nandyal Charts ... 419 And here we must mention a system
Bible Story Pnmers ... 3160 introduced by the Lutheran Church
Follow-up Material ... 4186 Every synod of the Church has a full-

1557( j‘.me secretary, with a committee to
NOTE - I t  is gratifying to note that the r ^ s THf  ,excelIent

sale of follow-up material doubled this year " . d ta r  °fita m ed in th is Church
(the sale for 1940 was 2036 copies only). The 316 m ainW due to  th is m ethod,
sale of other general literature is not included The D irector, besides revising and
here. Another encouraging feature is the transla ting  a num ber of books
substantial rise in the number of subscriptions ducted  th ree-day  conferences fnr’o J . T
to Satyadutha, which publishes a page for ers in 39 cen tres or ™l ■ £ , k"
adults. In 1939 there v, ere 7300 subscribers \  tres , a t which theoretical
whereas to-day there are 8000. A new fea- 30(4 PractIcal train ing in adult literacy
ture in this magazine, from March, is a list m ethods was given. H e also visited
of daily Bible portions, with brief notes, several cen tral villages in various mis-
specially drawn up for the use of new lite- sions, to  help in rallies and cam oaiens
rates. These readings are chosen from St. The appoin tm ent of the D irec to r was

N EW S FROM FAR AND NEAR 27



extended by the A. C. C. for a further from surrounding villages gathered to 
period of two years, from June 1942. show their reading ability. On these
Adult Literacy Committees have been Re- occasions certificates and badges were

organised presented to those who have learned
The A. L. Committee of the A. C.C. to read’ and who have taught others,

and the Joint A. L. Committee of the have Proved useful in stimulating en-
A C. C. and H. S. C. C. have recently thusiasm. In the Lutheran Church
been re-organised so as to provide alone, ovei 750 certificates were award-
better representation of the Churches ed during the year. This is a method
and Missions. With one or two ex- to strongly recommended,
ceptions, A. L. Committees have been The National Christian Council Helps Us
organised in every church area, and It WOuld have been almost impos-
continue to be very helpful in system- sible to carry on this movement in the
atising and conducting the A. L. work Telugu country without the help and
of their respective churches. The need guidance the N. C. C. so readily gave
for making the movement church- us. We are deeply grateful to it for
centred, rather than mission-centred, its very generous grants towards fthe
is continually being stressed. A. L. Director’s budget, production of
Village Libraries are Needed literature, conferences, &c. In addition

To enable literates to find a use for, to this, the recent visit of one of its
and to keep up their literacy, it has secretaries, Miss Ure, has given us
been found that a village library is much inspiration and encouragement,
absolutely necessary. With this in Recommendations
view, a list of suitable books—Biblical T ,
and general—has been prepared by the 1 d °Se “ y.]rep°rt l 1?6 fo low1̂
A. L. Director and the Literature recommendations to the Churches and
Secretary. This can be had on appli- M,SSlons’ made by our committees at

one time or another:—cation.
4 0 0 0  Women Learn to Read L  T h a t  the Ml^ons and Churches

„ • , . represented on the CouncilFrom the reports rcce.ved, it ap- be d t0 rccognise the
pears that an appreciable start has promotion of adult literacy
been made during the year m the teach- as a„ inecgral pa„  of their
mg of women. It is, however, felt that work.
much more could be done by educated 2. That preachers, teachers and
women to teach them ,11,terete sisters. other workers of the Churches
With a vie w therefore, to inspiring be urged to bring at least 10
and instructing women leader, regard- adults per year to Bible read­
me this problem a conference for wo- ing standard, with the aim of
men delegates of the two areas ,s betng making every full member of
planned to be held this year. the Church literate.
Adult Literacy Rallies prove an Encouragement 3. That every synod, deanery or

Rallies have been held in various district which has no full-
centres, at which the new literates time secretary, appoint such
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workers to promote adult Middle School Examination... 1
literacy in their area. L.M.P. Examination ... 1

4. That refresher courses be given Teachers' Training ... 2
for all mission workers when Midwifery Training ... 2
they meet for Bible classes It is a source of satisfaction that all
and summer schools. those who passed the L.M.P., Teachers’

5. That in view of the fact that Training and Midwifery Examinations
experience has clearly shown were able to earn their living by secur-
that the campaign cannot be ing Government appointments and the
effectively carried on by mis- rest are continuing their studies.
sion workers alone—confer- D M , , . ..

, . . .  Religious and Moral Instructionences tor non-mission lay
Christian literate young men eligious and Moral instruction,
be arranged to promote a based °n religious literature such as 
wider interest in the teaching t e Mahabharatha and the Ramayana, 
of the village community. and a vaned Section, based on modern

6. That, as has already been done literature, is given every Friday.
to some extent, one Sunday Classes for Married Women
in the year be observed as Classes for married women were
Literacy Sunday. oragnised to teach Hindi, English,

7. That arrangements be made to Needle-work, Embroidery, Music and
present certificates to those Painting and these classes were well at-
who have learned to read, tended.
and badges to those who have Hindi Classes
taught 3 others; as this has A good number of women attended
been found to be very effec- the Hindi classes during the year and
tive in encouraging literacy. were successful in several examina-

WOMEN’S SERVICE LEAGUE tJ11ons; Visharada, Rashtrabhasha, Ma-
(MahilaSeva Samaja)a"d ^ a r n i c a .  The Hindi

Day was observed, when Sri Vidyavati 
Bangalore. Sharma presided.

Special School for Adult Women English Classes
The Adult Women’s School is one The English classes were conducted

of the most important activities of the during the year by Miss Louis. The
Samaja. The object of this School is pupils of these classes showed great in­
to train poor and helpless women for terest in their work, 
some profession so that they may be Music Class
able to earn their living. A number of This class is held three times a week,
helpless women has been benefited by Pupils are prepared for the Music exa-
this section. During the year the fol- minations. TJse Orchestra entertained
lowing pupils passed several examina- the audiences at various functions of
tions: the Samaja. Sri Jayamna passed the

S.S.L.C. Examination ... 1 Junior examination in Veena and Sri
Upper Primary Examination 4 Gajalakshmi in Junior Vocal,
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Painting Class Rs. A. P.

This class was conducted by Mr. Kannada 8,000 sets
T. G. Krishna Murthy. The pupils of r U| a m i „ /non ”
this class turned out some very fine ami & Telugu 1,000 „
PIctures- 11,000 sets

Charaka Class ~Publication of the
This class is held daily between 3 A d u l t  Education

and 5 in the afternoon and is attended Series ... 2,000 0 0
by about thirty women. This class is 3 Grants to Bangalore 
conducted by Mr. T. Venkataramaniah. and Mysore 7 000 0 0
The thread they spun was sent to Bad- 4 office expenses and
anwal and woven into cloth which conference ... 3,000 0 0
was given away to the pupils them- _ „ . ,. 5. Stipends to volunteersselves. 1and allowances to

Library and Reading Room organisers (exclud-
The Library and Reading Room *nS Bangalore and

continued to be popular and a large Mysore) ... 15,000 0 0
number of ladies made use of it. The Total 37000 0 0
weekly “Current Events” classes were " _________
continued and were very well attended.
The members were given a brief sum- Programme of work,
mary of important events of the world
with the help of pictures and illustra- 1. Continuation of the work that is 
tions. Papers and Journals in Kannada, being conducted at Bangalore and
Hindi, Tamil and English are taken. Mysore and its extension.
The Samaja continued to be a member 2. Co-ordination of the work that is 
of the Public Library during the year being done by several workers
and borrowed books for the use of and institutions in the state,
members. The library now contains 3 Starting fresh classes in Kolar Gold 
about 2,000 volumes of English, Kan- Field area, in Town area and in
nada, Hindi and Sanskrit. village areas.

-------  4. Rousing the interest of the people
MYSORE STATE, and move the local bodies to make

. . , , .. , grants and obtain the co-opera-
Expendlture incurred by the Mysore Literacy tion of educational institutions

Council on Adult Education. for literacy work.
Rs. A. P. 5. Publication and stocking of literacy 

1. Stock of charts, read- material.
ers I and II, Exercise 6. Publication of the Adult Education
books, pencils, etc.... 10,000 0 0 Series.
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ADULT EDUCATION IN THE BUCKINGHAM haps in the IV Standard before enter-
& CARNATIC MILLS. ing the Mills at the age of 12. When

(Miss M. D. Sage, Joint Principal. Buck- th^ e  became adult workers 3 or 4 
ingham & Carnatic Mills’ Schools, Madras has later, many of them voluntarily
kin.My sent us the following for publication. joined the Night School to keep lip 
~ Ed',or> their rending or to extend it further.

There have been evening classes This has entiiely changed the
for adult workers in the Buckingham character of the Night School and made
& Carnatic Mills for over 35 years, and it: a continuation Sch°o1 for bo>’s who
at present there is a large night School have finished the day School. The
of about 300 adult workers. (It is in lowest class is now Standard IV-
abeyance at the moment owing to The Night School was always pie-
War Lighting Restrictions. Keeping pared to open lower c,asses had there
m the light in a classroom means keep- been any demand for them> but as
ing out ventilation). tbe School is for workers only there

In the School however there are has been n° demand' 
no classes for “ i l l i te ra te s ”  the lowest Tbe Percentage of ordinary work-
class is Standard IV. How does this men at the present time’ wbo can at 
come about? least read and write in their own lan-

It is because the Management for guage’ ,is vcry hlgh' T. t 0 ,
35 years have given their employees ,  In the Present tNl| bt School stu-
the opportunity of becoming literate d,en.tS rea:i “P t0 the 8th, Standard in
if they chose to do so, and hundreds the,r own lan£ua-Se with Arithmetic
have taken advantage of the Scheme. and a httle general knowledge and

30 years ago the average age of Eng!‘sh as, 3 Je5°"d Ianguage'
the students in the Night School was After the 8th Standard a large
20 to 30, men who felt that it would number join the Supplementary Classes
be a distinct advantage to be able to whe,re they study subjects interesting
write their own names in Tamil instead 3? * rT * ™  T  *a T *  advanced
of having to make a finger print. Eng 1S Workshop Arithmetic, civics

There was one old watchman who dl6t and ? * g'ene and they conduct
must have been a grandfather who and debates on current events
came regularly to Night School till he m b°th E"*ksh and TatmK 
could read and write in the 2nd TRAVANCORE
Standard. The highest class in those (Mr. K M John, B.A L T , Organiser, The
days was standard IV. The percentage All-Travancore Literacy Compaign, Varkala,
of ordinary workmen who could read has kindly sent us the following for publica-
and write was very small indeed. tion—Editor.')

Some 18 years ago it was made The All-Travancore literacy cam-
compulsory for all the Halftime boys paign was started in 1940 under the
employed in the Mills to attend School auspices of the Rural Uplift Centie
foi the othet half day, and get some Varkala. Over 250 persons weie tiain-
Elementaiy Education, Those who ed in the quick-method of adult edu-
had gone to School early were per- cation in the Rural Reconstruction
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Training Classes held at Varkala. The Education training classes have also
Organiser, Mr. K. M. John, B.A., L.T., been held at many centres of the
gave lectures and demonstrations on State.
this method at the summer classes at ____
Marthandam and Irumphanangadu.
Persons thus trained have started adult ACTIVITIES OF THE SOUTH INDIAN 0R-
education centres at various places in GANIZING SECRETARY, INDIAN
the State. The Organiser demons- ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIA-
trated this method at the Workers’ TIQN FROM OCTOBER 1941
Conference of the C. M. S. and Mar TO JUNE 1942.
Thoma Mission at their Head-quarters, r ~ •, ' . , First Quarter: During tins quarterand they have started campaigns on . , , , T a r- aanu c xt ^  n with a view to make the I. A. E. A.
a communa in. is. e • • known, addresses were given in about
Yogam, representing the Eszhaya com- dis,ricts that I toured. Principals
munity, trained a number of their ,3 _ .. , , c . ., i xr i i i of Colleges and High Schools, Pan­workers at the Varkala Centre and , m . rxa-, nz • a. chayat officers, Co-operators, Officersstarted an efficient campaign among . _ , „ , c ~ „, , T1 n  « ■ t a.i of Red Cross and Scout Organizationstheir people. The Organiser of the _ ,, ‘ r  „  , were all tackled. From the correspon-All-Travancore Campaign also offered , , ■ . • , ,. , ? . , dence that is being received from variousto give lectures on adult education , Ti t . ,■ .. .LU ® „  , , A • . , „ people, I have reasons to believe thatat the Teachers Associations and at , , , • . . , . ^ ,V o t - i  a „ ur a the idea underlying the Adult Educa-High Schools and public meetings held . , ,  ̂ x/tn  T  , • „ ' (  o r i tu tion Movement has struck root. Myunder the auspices of School. The , T , • r,x n ur t - • a office se rv e d  as an Information Bureau
D ir e c to r  of P ub lic  in s tru c t io n  issued . . , „ , f , . ,. .  ̂ n ,i t t , which collected most useful materiala circular to all the Inspectors and , . . „ ,
‘ , from  o rg an isation s all o v e r  the c o u n try
H e a d m a s te rs  to  g ive the Organiser , j • r  • v . u .■. . .  , 3 and made judicious distribution,facilities to demonstrate this method. 3
Accordingly demonstrations were held Second Qua) tey : The special feature
in 22 out of 30 taluqs of the State and of work during thls ^uarter was> w\th 
local campaigns started. ^he co-operation of specialists to de-

The University students also have monstrate the actual Quick Literacy
taken keen interest in this nation- methods to hundreds of teachers, stu-
building work. As requested by the dents and co-operators and ways of
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Travancore diffusing the general knowledge through
University, the Organiser of the cam- music, folk-dances, etc. Dm mg this
pa.gn, gave lectures on the method in 8 <Iuarter about \en ^Pees worth of
Colleges of the State and started literacy literature were bought, and most of
campaigns. Many of the students them werfe distributed either as sample
trained in this method did very use- c°Pies’ OI 111 deserving cases, as gifts,
ful work during the summer vacation. Third Quarter: As misfortune would
The campaign started by the students have it this is the quarter in which due
of the C. M. S. College, Kattayam has to circumstances over which I had no
been very successful. The Y.M.C.A. control I was not able to execute my
is also co-operating heartily in the sue- work according to my forecast. Bear-
cessful working of the campaign. Adult ing in mind, and respecting the wishes
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of the Executive and Council, I organiz- prepared for publication and distribu-
ed in North Arcot and Chittoor tion: Subjects are as follows:—
Districts five Rural Adult Education n , , . ,
Societies the benefit of which would Prevention of white ants, havoc in
reach over eight villages of about 5,000 mU louses-
people through about 100 to 120 adult Fire-proof thatched houses and
pupils in these 'places. I have recently sheds—ways of treating the thatch che- 
got registers, books, villagers’ calendars mically through Co-operative enter 
and posters which might come to twenty prise, 
rupees, considerable portion of which w . , . .
a gentleman, an active participant in Van°us ,essJons ° s^n tific  value
the work, has promised to pay for. I m P°Pular and slmPIc, language and 
had hoped to organize students’ groups, S°?gS °" subjects rela,ted t0 Agn-
and to initiate work in certain places Culturej  borestry etc- Already 1 h*ve 
This had to be given up-due to my secured the services of several officers
domestic troubles of which I had duly ^nodkSpeCla 1StS who are doin£ some 
notified. Preparatory work has been
going on, and before the end of June IV. Special posters are being prc-
there may be one or more societies pared, and posters available in other
formed- parts of the country are being repro-

The Future programme: 'Adult Edu- duced with necessary permission from 
cation’ in the real sense means Com- tbe J-nstltutions concerned, and
mand at least of one language, and V. A News Bulletin in Tamil from
acquisition through books, pictures, July is proposed to be sent out 
charts, discourses, study circles, excur­
sions and such other ways of working By these and in other ways such as
knowledge leading to a happy fuller systematic propaganda in shandies
life. Special training classes are ncces- (weekly market gatherings) dramatisa-
sary. tion, etc., great ideas are to be spread.

A gentleman who is pleased to appre-
I. I am to-day addressing the Dis- date my organization work has asked

tnct Magistrates of places I am hoping me to prepare lists of suitable books
to develop work for necessary licenses for circulating libraries, and for nosi
requited to be taken by the G. O. on literacy courses lam doing them now
the ban on Training Classes to promote If the work on the whole has lacked
Adult Education. continuity and ideas spread have not

II. In places where I am convinced f P resf d themselves in more well
there will be sympathetic supervision defined ways, it is due to war condi-
expert guidance and whole-hearted tlonS’ ,exodus °! peopIe from Madr^
co-operation organization of Adult Edu- and ot iel coasta CIties to the moftissil,
cation, societies and unions are contem- and abnolmal conditions arising there-
plated. trom- Conditions are bound to be

unsatisfactory for sometime to come
III. Attractive leaflets are being but we have to make the best of them
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STUDENTS AND ADULT EDUCATION of the country. Many felt it difficult
(Mr. P C George, B. Sc,. University to finish the work in the course of a

College, Trivandrum has kir.dly sent us the fortnight and certain members took as
following for publication.-EDiTOi,). much as a month and a week to com-

In March 1940, Mr. K. M. John. plete the work. We felt very happy
B. A. L. T. Headmaster, Training when we came to learn that our group
School, Varkala, Coworker of Rev. was able to teach 102 (one-hundred
J. W. Rasaalam, Adult Education Sec- and two) adults, belonging to different
retary for Kerala, came to our College castes, mostly Harijans, and of different
(Kottayam C. M. S. College) and spoke ages. Most people who got the benefit
to us on the necessity of Adult Educa- of education were between thirty-five
tion. The lecture was very much ad- and fifty. The women students mostly
mired by both the staff and the stu- taught old-women servants. The«r
dents and the College Social Service records were still more fascinating. The
League passed a resolution at its pre- adult-students, most of them, wrote in
ceding meeting to conduct a “ Literacy their own hands, their names, ages and
Campaign ” under the auspices of the native-places and the teacher’s name,
College Social Service League. The in the small pieces of paper which they
principal suggested that it would be sent to the office. Thus we were able
best if some one would join the Adult to lead all other institutions in the Uni-
literacy teaching class, which was to be versity with regard to the work towards
held at Varkala, a fortnight afterwards. the literacy progress of the masses.
The Secretary, P.C. George volunteered Immediately after the holidays, in
to go to the class. September 1941, the authorities of the

Outline of Work Student Christian Movement invited
Although, a good number of stu- *-̂ e Secietary and a few othei friends

dents promised to join the campaign, t0 <TSCUSS the necessity of Adult Edu-
only 52 (fifty-two) students, irrespec- cation, in one of the Camp-meetings,
tive of caste, creed or sex, were able to The talk was able to arouse among the
turnup regularly for the “preparation members, a shameful confession of the
classes” and they were supplied with ôw standard of literacy prevailing in
charts and other necessary materials our country at the present-time,
for the work Most of the volunteers The Social Service league, then ex-
belonged to different villages and perimented these charts on the Waif’s
towns. The motto of our work was and Stray s for they were then con-
Each One Teach One.” The league ducting an evening School and enter-

expected every volunteer to teach at tainments and it proved to be unsuc-
least one adult in the course of the cessful. We were not able to teach
holidays and to submit a short report even one among them through the
of his work to the Secretary. Accord- medium of these charts. It was due to
ingly we began our work. We found many reasons:
it necessary to change certain words 1. The immature age of the boys
and usages in the charts because of who were incapable of grasping the 
their strange usages in different parts common words in use.

34  JO URNAL OF ADULT EDUCATION



2. Most of the students had some that we did our uttermost. But we are
elementary knowledge of the first few glad that we did not miss the opportu-
lessons in the First reader and the new nity we got to give out of our cups, a
charts appeared to them Greek and few drops to the needy and the ill-
Latin. equipped.

3. The impractical method of “Each -------
One Teach One” almost tempted the ADULT EDUCATION FOR SCAVENGERS 
patience of the volunteer who could IN VELLORE COLONY
not find any more time for any other
item of instruction to the boys. College High School> Vollore)

4. The difficulty of getting a good Rjr
number of volunteers every day to give  ̂ SUDAKSANAM.
individual tuition to the boys. Social Work Secretary. Y. M. C. A. and

The Secretary had the good fortune Asst. Voorhease College
to stay with the Senior boys of the High School
Alleppey Jubilee Home for Waifs and Dr. Mason Olcott, who was res-
Strays or three months. There were ponsible for various types of educa.
more than a dozen School going child- tional actlvities had expressed a wish
ren and more than an equal number bejore he left India four years that
of boys who work m the Weaving Sec- some type of social work including
tion the Tailoring Section and at the promotion of Adult literacy should be
Cobblers leather works. In the course done for scavengers in their own quat_
of his stay during last mid-summer ters. The Y. M. C. A. took the initia-
hohdays, he was able to teach 5 boys tive, and tried to do some work. After
both to read and to write of whom 2 several futile attempts covering a
were Muslims, 2 Christians and 1 Hindu. period of one year on 24th November

Aftar they were able to grasp the 1941, a night School was started Mr
letters in the charts, the adult-students S. D. Collison, the Honorary General
were asked to read the cinema notices. Secretary of the Y. M. C. A Mr S D
More advanced individuals were asked Sowri, the Physical Driector of Voor-
to read the head-lines in Malayalam heese College, Mr. Anandakey Sun-
newspapers which mostly relate to the daram the Resident Secretary of the 
War situations which undoubtedly Y. M. C. A. and Mr. James ' Sudan-
roused their cunousity. sanam, the social work secretary have

It is really encouraging to note that been tackling the work notwithstand-
the student world is realising, although ing numerous reverses, which had for
very slowly, their prime duty towards frequent periods set the work at
the illiterate masses is to give them a nought. The Telugu Students of the
part of the great opportunity they had Voorheese College High School Hostel
of learning and culture, to contribute have been enthusiastically helping in
their full share towards the building the work. There was a poor young
up of a thoroughly cultured and lite- man of the Community with third form
rate India. We know, our efforts were qualifications whom the Y. M. C. A.
not fully successful and we do not boast paid an honorarium of Rs. 2 a month
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He left us, and another person is likely the immediate objective was the illi-
to take his place. terates within the church itself. The

The strength on the day of starting method that we have tried to follow,
was 22 all of whom were complete illiter- and it has been recommended by our
ates. They are all of the Madiga Caste. Department, is the material put out in
They are usually of questionable the various provinces based on the
character and of low intellect associat- Laubach Scheme.”
ed with moral depravity. Most of them Mr. Steeves thinks that this import-
are employed in the Vellore municipal- ant phase Gf educational activity must
ity and elsewhere. The one redeem- not be an optional missionary endeav-
mg feature however is that they realise our as has been the case but must
the value of being literate, and are to become a regular Scheme of the De-
some extent actuated by a desire to partment of Education. Then he deals
*eatn- with practical difficulties of the kind

Mr. P. M. Gopalakrishnan, the or- we 0f(-en meet with and observes “that 
ganising secietary of the I. A. E. A. some of our most pleasant cases have
visited the area for a second time in been where children have taken the
the year on 23rd June, 1942 and opportunity to teach illiterate parents,
gave an informal talk encouraging the or where a missionary has taught his
people not to lose heart by extraneous illiterate servants.” Then he goes on
circumstances but to plod on however to describe one school which is some-
meagre the resources at their disposal what typica] of any organised effort
may be. Arrangements are being made that they have attempted in the vil-
to systematise and develop the work. lages. The work refers to “a village in

____ the Shaikhupura district of the Punjab
where we have a local church, and a 

NEWS day School, wTith a local worker in
Mr. J. M. Steeves, M. A., Secretary charge. He conceived the idea at using

of the Department of Education, writ- his school with it’s facilities for the
ing from Poona explains at some length benefit of all those who would like to 
the adult education activities of the read, and he operated his reading class
Mission. He states that it is a new from 9 in the evening till about 11 p.m.
venture primarily meant to “promote He had a regular attendances of about
adult literacy on the basis of mission- 60 but 90 were altogether reached and
ary endeavour, that is, young people’s helped to a degree. In his work he
organisations, schools and church mem- used elementary reading books, and
be is have all been urged, on the basis later scripture as the reading matter,
of its being good missionary work, to The group was divided into classes
take an interest in teaching some fel- according to their progress. Members
low-believer who is illiterate to read. of the advanced sections would help
I would not want to suggest by this beginners and he improvised simple
that the effort is only for our church standards of examination which were
members, for the effort must go much administered to show whether a person
farther than that, but in many cases was actually able to read his scripture
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lesson. Over the period of a year being able to read then daily lesson
about 40 of the group became definitely and study their Sabbath School lessons."
literate. Judged by the standard of P. M. GOPALAKRISHNAN

iBook HUUietu Section
The Medium of Instruction by Mr. He believes that the necessity of

S. M. Agarwal with a Foreword by studying through the English medium
Mahatma Gandhi, pp. 55. As. 12, Kitab- has resulted in a separation between 
istan, Allahabad. the University educated Indian and the

As Gandhiji says in his Preface, this masses. While we are in sympathy
little book is timely and should go a with this position, we would like to
long way in dispelling fear and distrust know whether Indian history shows
about the possibility and desirability of any where that before the imposition
giving the highest instruction through of the English medium on us there were
the mother-tongue. Mr. Agarwal be- no differences between the classes and
lieves That the medium of instruction the masses. In our enthusiasm to ad-
in all stages of education including the vocate a worthy cause we should not
Universities should be the mother- use hyperbolic language. But Mr.
tongue is but the simple affirmation of Agarwal does tend to indulge in it, and
a fundamental psychological principle this is perhaps a serious weakness of
which has been recognised and is being the booklet. All the same there is
followed in all the free and progres- much truth in what he has to say
sive countries of the world.”—(Page 8). Take for instance the following from
He proceeds to discuss the friendly page 27, “If the educational system
tendency in the Indian Universities in India had been more natural and
towards the adoption of the vernacular scientific, we would have not witnessed
as the medium of instruction and puts the sad spectacle of a wide and almost
the position of some of the Universities unbridgeable gulf gaping between the
in this regard in 2 brief pages. He is leaders and the led. The Indian masses
not opposed to the study of English. have almost nothing in common with
On page 41 we read‘‘I do not want the educated classes ; they may listen
English to be exiled altogether from to them and admire them, but they
the schools and colleges in India. It cannot regard them as their patterns
can remain a compulsory subject and That is why almost all the schemes
the students may certainly study the launched by the educated hierarchy
English language and learn it well. have failed to penetrate the masses ”
Our young men, therefore, will not The following about the attitude of
suffer from any handicap so far as Japan and China towards the use of
State services and public life are con- English needs to be pondered by every
cerned, But I see absolutely no reason Indian educationist. “Japan to-day has
on earth why Indian students should been able to challenge the Western
be obliged to obtain all their knowledge powers not because it has slavishly iol-

• through the English language.” lowed their language and culture, but
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because the Japanese had the power on 192 books, graded both for use with
and the vigour of adapting the Western adults and children, is available for
qualities to their national circum- 3 annas from the Lucknow Publishing
stances. They spread the .good points House, Lucknow, U. P.
of Western culture in their country
through their own tongue and the ^  ne 0 ese"
masses imbibed them without much A Reading Garden: hedge a trian-
difficulty. Both in China and Japan gular patch, with shady spots for sum-
English is taught compulsorily in the mer ancj sunny ones for winter.......a
colleges besides German and French. gate on the road.......benches...... a good
But the Japanese and the Chinese know assortment of cheap books and pic-
how to respect their own languages.” tures on the stall, and usually a large
(p. 26.) picture behind to attract attention and

. , , . to help with short talks. We also haveThe author puts forward practical ,TT . , „ , . . ,, i ■ . . .  a permanent Wayside Pulpit board,suggestions for making provision in the ■ , , , „, , , . with posters m three languages. Boysvarious language areas for teaching , . , ,. , , ,. £ , ......are learning to spend their coppersthrough the media of different lan- , , ,, n iT , , . on books as well as sweets.......Peopleguages. It is a practical little brochure , . , ., i • , are more ready to turn aside into aand we commend it to our readers. , ,garden than to go into a reading room.
The Northern India Observer: A —Punjab.

monthly Review consisting of about 50 Mrs. Junkison, reported in Book-
to 60 pages and devoted to a wide range man 
of subjects viz:—Politics, Education, '
Commerce, Art and Literature, and An Adult Education Stall in t le
priced at 6 annas a copy. (Annual Sree Chitra Exhibition was a great
subscription Rs. 4.) Available at the success. Travancore.
Punjab Central Book Depot, Lahore. The Head Master of a High School

. T has offered a Silver Medal to the indivi-
This North Indian contemporary will dual m the area who teaches the jarg_

be interesting to the lay as well as the egt number of ll]lterate aduks to read
professional reader though it is meant and wfite during the year. Certificates
primarily for educational circles. It madc by hand with red ink and decora-
contains articles and comments by lead- tiy£ trimmings are given in one area to
ing men in their respective subjects, those who learn .-C W t. 
and covers a good deal of ground un­
trodden by most magazines of the kind. A set of 20 Adult Literacy L a n tern
The very fact that it deals with such Slides was procured from the Y, W.
varied and vital subjects as enumerated C. A. at a cost of Rs. 30. They proved
above, is proof enough that it caters to to be of great help.—S an ta l .
a variety of tastes and inclinations of „ ,, , , , , ,, ,. , ,• Rallies have been held in variousthe reading public. , ..  ̂ ,centres, where new literates from sur-

Hindi Bibliography: An annotated rounding villages gathered to show
Hindi Bibliography, containing notes their reading ability, On these occa-
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sions certificates and badges were pre- ance of adults in the Sunday Schools in
sented to those who have learned to the villages, special classes being held
read and who have taught others. In for those who wish to learn to read,
the Lutheran Church alone 750 certi- —Khasi Hills.
ficates were awarded during the year. v „ 1 , r . ,—Andhra Don t give books rree -one tried a

Loan Fee and if book came back in good
Another reason for this high per- condition the anna was returned or

centage of literacy is the large attend- applied on another book.— U.P.
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Adult Literacy Campaign Posters *
I

Set 1. Some Provocative Proverbs : ‘'Knowledge is Power"
‘

1. An Illiterate fool is a two-legged bull.
2. What use is a mirror to a man who can’t see ?
3. Reading for the man ; gymnastics for the boy.
4. Where the housewife is blind, goodbye to the pots.
5. A barber out of work shaves a cat.

I ’ • 1 V_____  __ ___ _____ ______ .M
‘Enquiries regarding these Posters will be welcomed by the Adult Literacy Director of the A. C. C. and H. S. C. C.. Mr. K. J. G.

Sundram. Dornakal, N. S. R. (Deccan )
t
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Adult Literacy Campaign Posters.

Set 2. The Literate’s Progress.

1. Devadas has nor yet learned to read.
2. Devadas is now learning to read.
3. Devadas reads a book.
4. Devadas signs his name.
5. Devadas gets a sense of self-respect.
6. Devadas puts more intelligence into his work.
7. Devadas becomes a leader among his fellows. i
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ADULT EDUCATION IN THE ARM Y thing between 60 per cent and 80 per
The distinguished London Weekly, cent do arrange them, and the general

the Spectator, continues to bring us in conclusion reached is that the average
India news of what is of more than standard of the talks is higher than
passing interest in the life of the might have been expected, that the
British nation now organized on a war men on the whole decidedly appreciate
basis. Its Column writer Janus has the innovation, and that the talk that
the following in its issue pf June 19th:— goes best is one that slides off naturally

Ti * D t r . • int0 a £eneral discussion, with the
The r  I  T "  A T  ‘"‘l oflicer delving ««>"> » lecturer into a

A. B.C. A.—the Army Bureau of chairman. It w,11 be interesting to see
Current Affair,-is one of the most what effect a year or tw0 of t h ‘  has on
hopeful -novations of this war, and the demand for adult education after
the report which has just been issued the war. Mr. W. E. Williams secre-
on its first eight or nine months work- tary of the British In5titute „'f Adult
mg shows that the mitral hope, were Education, is the head of A. B. C. A."
not misplaced. The aim of A. B. C. A.,
as its name implies, is to make the We wish the Government of India
average private understand the world would also awaken to the wisdom of
he is living in, the cause he is fighting learning something from practice in
for and the nations he is fighting side Britain. Britain is interested in the
by side with. The method is lectures, prosecution of the war at least as much
not by eminent experts from outside, as the Government of India. Let them
but by the regimental officers, each not refuse to learn at least from those
officer as a rule dealing with his own whose henchmen they are. The report
platoon, who themselves rely in the °* Mrs. ®-ay t0 the All-India Women’s
first instance on two admirable bul- Conference which will be found else-
letins, War and Current Affairs, pre- where in this issue includes the follow-
pared by the War Office for this speci- hig:—
fic purpose. Units are not compelled “ In these days when there is a
to arrange these lectures, but some- likelihood of great dislocations in the



country and the populace has to be now assembling material for the Decem-
prepared to avoid panic, it is of the her issue. We shall be glad if our
utmost necessity that education should readers willhelp us by sending, or caus-
be imparted without delay. If centres ing to be sent to us,reports of concrete
for educating adults are formed those work of which they have knowledge in
would be a nucleus for preparing them their respective areas. We are parti-
to cope with the crisis which lies cularly anxious to make available to
ahead.” workers in different parts of the coun-

______  try the experience of specific experim-

OUR DECEMBER ,SSUE— AN INVITATION
With this issue this Journal con- articles are also being secured for this 

eludes three years of service. We are issue.

3 U -3 n 0 ta  a o u lt  (ZEBucation C onference
The Association has arranged to a half separately, probably on Decem-

hold the next All-India Adult Educa- her 27th and 28th, and will then
tion Conference in INDORE during join in the meetings of the Conference
the Christmas vacation. The Con- of the All-India Educational Federa-
ference will meet for a day and tion.

C H u c a tfo n  in  'B u t is lj  U n D fa
1939-40

[The following facts taken from the primary schools for girls, however,
Government of India publication ‘Indian In- decreased by 541. Enrolment of boys
formation* are of nterest. It will be noticed j • i i • i i
< hat the compilers make no mention of adult a"d girls during the year under review- 
education in any shape or form.—Edito  , advanced by 3,53,262 and 2,22,065 re- 
I  J  A . E \  spectively.

Young Literates The year also witnessed an increase
Altogether 11,30,062 boys and of 1527 special schools for boys and of

2,57,027 girls reached the literacy stage f 1 for ^irls' . The °f b(f s un’
dunng 1939-40, according to the survey ? ,  u*% S «° 1086
of the progress of education in British y , an o gir s y ,
India. This marked an increase over There was an increase of 287 in the
the previous year by 12,842 boys and nijmber of middle schools for boys 
18,469 girls. (both English and vernacular) and of

The number of primary schools for 75 in the number of such schools for
boys in 1939-40 was 1,61,810 as com- girls. The enrolment of boys in these
pared with 1,59,281 in 1938-39, showing schools advanced by 51,937 to 11,76,928
an increase of 2,529. The number of and of girls by 21,598 to 2,26,385.
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High Schools end Colleges previous year numbered 7,976 and in
The number of high schools for boys 1939-40 they were 9.615, showing an

increased from 3,129 in 1938-39 to increase of 1,639.
3,246 in 1939-40, showing an increase The number of professional colleges
of 117. In the case of girls’ schools increased by two, from 79 in 1938-39
the inci ease was 48 from 417 in the to 81 in 1939-40. The total number of
pievious year to 465 in the year under men under instruction also went up by
review. The total number of boys 1,593 and of women by 92.
reading in high schools rose by 64,228
to 11,08,509 and of girls by 16,410 to Total Expenditure
1,47,379.

The total educational expenditure 
The total number of arts colleges in in 1939-40 was Rs. 29,08,76,000 as com-

the whole of British India, both for pared with Rs. 27,81,99,000 during the
men and women, rose from 289 in the pievious year. The share of public
previous year to 304 in 1939-40. The funds in the increased expenditure was
number of men under instruction rose to the extent of Rs. 79,17,000, of fees
from 1,00,770 to 1,09,921, showing an Rs. 46,35,000 and of other sources
increase of 9,151. In the case of which include private benefactions,
women, scholars in arts colleges in the Rs. 1,25,000.

;v>v National progt'es0 anU 3Dult (Education
By S. M. Is h a q u e , I.C.S.

[The Director of Rural Reconstruction in Laubach’s technique of the keyword
Bengal has contributed a reasoned plea method of teaching adults.
for adult education in the shape of a Foreword
to a Manual for the guidance ot literacy IIIITFR ATi:« iWODEAec
workers recently putlished by the Bengal ERA 1113 IWLKLAofc,
Government. We reproduce it below for the T , , .
benefit of our readers—Editor, I.J.A.E  ] he problems that face the masses

of Bengal, as indeed of most other 
I consider it, indeed, a privilege to parts of India, are both diverse and

write a foreword to this very useful difficult. They are poor, ill-fed, ill-
Manual* which the author, Rev. B. C. dad, disorganized and sick in body and
Mukerji, has produced for the guidance mind. But baffling as each of these
of teachers and workers in adult edu- great problems is, none seems to me of
cation. The Manual, I have no doubt, greater consequence than their colossal
will go a long way to meet the keenly ignorance and illiteracy. There is a
felt need of simple but adequate and saying, “knowledge is power” and of
easily adaptable instructions on Dr. this, these poor folk have indeed very

---------------------------------- -------- ,--------little. And unfortunate as it may
*A review of the Manual will be found in seem, the volume of this poverty of

our Book Review section, ignorance and illiteracy is steadily
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growing. Take, for instance, the last convinced that it is not all-important. 
decade. In 1931, the percentage of My reasons are quite simple, 
literacy in Bengal was approximately
11 per cent of a total population of ^  It has been conclusively proved
about 5£ crores. In 1941, the percent- t^at an avera£e adult can learn in less
age rose to 14 percent of a total popu- t îan one-frfth the time required for an
lation of about 6 crores. The number average child and this, in a poor count-
of illiterates in 1931 was thus 4 crores ours> Is certainly a matter of the
and 90 lakhs, while to-day it is 5 crores greatest consequence.
and 30 lakhs, i.e., 40 lakhs greater than (2) The adult-is the effective citizen
10 years ago. Why? Much has been Qf to-day and so the effect of adult
done both by Government and the education will be almost instantaneous,
public, but the results have not been another matter of very great import-
at all encouraging. The terrific wast- ance indeed particularly when the
age in primary education it would acute struggle for existence and the
seem has eaten up most of the energy Jaw Gf the survival of the fittest are
and effoit and as yec no effective constantly hammering at our doors and
remedy has been discovered. But we crying hoarse at us for speed, more
are too poor to afford it and as such, speed and stiU more speed,
will not it be worthwhile to sit down
and examine if a system radically ^  *s cxtremely rare, if not
different from the old and more within almost impossible, to find educated or
the limited resources of a poor country even ordinary parents who have, even
like ours, could be given a fair trial, though they themselves may have had
if not as a rival, at least as a valuable to Starve- suffered their children to
supplement to it? remain illiterate. In other words, in

the absence of compulsion, adult edu- 
PRIMARY AND ADULT EDUCATION cation is the best guarantee that

children shall get primary education, 
I realise that any suggestion that and ais0 tbe most effective remedy of

primary education has failed and that the terrific wastage which has become
adult education offers better prospects, a permanent feature of primary edu-
would sound sheer madness. All the cation in most parts of India.
same, I must confess, I do honestly
believe and do not hesitate to say so , Adult education does not inter- 
that, as a temporary measure and with- eif  Wlt , norma  ̂ routine of work 
out serious and permanent detriment eit er o tie pupils or of the teachers,
to the everlasting problem of primary and as snch> lf the country agrees to
education, adult education seems, for spen even hal* °f what it does on
the present, more important to our primary education for children the
country than primary education. It is 16511 tS’  ̂am sure’ be enormously 
an effective solution of the problem of greater.
primary education itself. I mean no (5) If education is at all a blessing
harm to primary education, but I am wherein lie hidden the best treasures

4 JO U RN A L OF AD ULT EDUCATION



of human culture and civilization and joy some leisure and during certain
the key to human power, it is extreme- periods of heavy agricultural activity
ly unfair that those unfortunate men many of the villagers find themselves
and women who fill the coffers of the so tired that it would be real hardship
State and sustain by the sweat of their to expect them to take lessons to the
brow, the entire social structure of night. That is one reason why attend-
to day should be deprived of the bene- ance in adult schools is not very regu-
f.t of education for the simple reason lar. The remedy is that the schools
that they have passed a certain age or should function more as a place of

. because those m contro of their desti- recreation than of taxing lessons
mes think that it is a safer and sounder During normal times they should func^
nvestment to educate the children, tio„ as schools only four days a week

forgetting that many of these unfortu- and on the other three days entirely
nate men, at least those who are below as a social club and even during the
40 have still got very many years of school days there should be periods of
effective life to live and during this relaxation, gossip, smoking and fun to
period it is they who w,I matter and between the lessons. Unless this ,s
who m actual practice will mould the constantly kept mind, the night 
destiny of the future generations also. schools will not be a success. The

But like all other things, adult edu- following instructions taken from
cation has to be conducted properly. Bulletin No. 3 may perhaps be quoted
It has its own technique, and needs its with profit:—
own literature and unless that techni- („) The teacher must create inter-
que is followed and the teachers pro- est in the lesson and make the school
perly trained m that technique, ,t so interesting that, once an adult ha,
cannot be expected to produce desired attended, he would never like to miss
results. It is this difficulty which more it again,
than anything else, has up till now been
an insurmountable obstacle in the path . adult pupils must be treat-
of adult education in this province. ed with respect as equals and not as 
Thanks, however, to the author who inferiors. The lessons should be simple, 
has come to the rescue. The Manual interesting, instructive and useful.
he has produced, I am sure, will enable (c) The adults respond best to the
many of the village teachers and work- key word method supplemented with 
ers to pick up the new technique them- pictures, and they have to be taught
selves and will go a long way to improve one at a time. The teacher shall take
the position. one pupil and having taught him a

SOME PRACTICAL HINTS W O rd’ shaI1 a s k  h im  to  t e a c h  a n o t h e r
independently, the teacher himself 

Perhaps it will not be out of place taking the third. In this way, teaching 
to mention that adults cannot and will will proceed in geometrical progression,
not attend schools regularly. After a This gives confidence to the newly
day s work, people have a right to en- taught and makes learning interesting.
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(d) If it is found that the primary per mensem and this sum of Rs. 60 a
education school is situated so far off year must be the first charge on the
that the girls cannot avail of it, the available income from the Village
village hall may be utilised for girls’ Development Fund.
school also, Sitting in the morning, and In concluslon> l  would once more
the same teacher may run both. mention the name of the author, the

(e) It is necessary to emphasise Rev. B. C. Mukerji, and record my
once again that the teacher is the pivot most sincere and heart-felt thanks and
of the whole scheme. He must be congratulations to him for producing
very enthusiastic, interesting and such a useful Manual and at a time
inspiring and, as far as possible, duly when all other avenues of getting over
trained. the difficulties seemed to me closed

,r\ TT- • , , ,  . and the air chilly and suffocating. He
\f) His appointm ent should, there- , , , . , , .

r i , , j  u t bas proved a saviour of adult educationfore, be made w ith due care by the , T , . , , , ,
working committee of the society and and } have n° dou^  that£ n° C onJ* 
should be periodically reviewed. teachers and workers of the 20,000

adult schools in the province, with 
(g) His remuneration may be fixed their 5 lakhs of pupils, but generations

at Rs. 3 per month and extra, if he of men and women to come, will
teaches the girls also. The cost of honour him as the greatest benefactor
contingencies will not exceed Rs. 2 of adult education in Bengal.

C f i e  R e n t a l  I^ e a ltf) o f  tfje <2>toton-up p e r s o n
By A n jiv e l  V. M a t h e w , M. A.,

(Continued from the August issue)
[To the adult education worker Professor Fear is very necessary for life,—it is 

Mathew's study of the strugglas of the adult . ■ .  ̂ , , ., „ w n n ,, • n o ta n  in stinc t th a t has outstayed itsto gain the status of a “Grown-up Person” is .
of pe uliar interest. The aim of adult educa- usefulness, as some psychologists have
tion is the development of personality through a tendency to suggest. It helps us to
knowledge. In this task the mental pro- avoid unnecessary dangers and saves
blems of the adult educan l must be studied us from w astefully  reckless en te r-
and kept in view. If the “ labour population” . -ru;„ . i j-j . .I . , .. prises. In is  is the natu ral d irectionof India is to be served by the adult education .
movement the questions discussed below must _ ^bls mental mechanism. Its perver- 
not be ignored.—Edi o k , * /. J. A. JE1.] sions are numerous. While objective

fear, fear of naturally dangerous ob- 
.Oie Instinct of Fear jects is helpful when kept within

Now let us take into consideration bounds, there are unnatural fears
the sublimation of the instinct of fear. known as anxiety and phobias. Anxiety

......... - .. . . . . . . .  is a timid general condition ol the mind,
"Part of a chapter from a forthcoming and an anxious person is not able to

book. give his natural unselfconscious atten-
l . J
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tion to any situation that demands earlier, and that this old fear or guilt
clear thinking or consistent, steady or anxiety comes out now in the form
activity. Phobias are fears of objects of over-anxiety regarding their dear
that should normally occasion no fear ones,
in a person. This kind of fear may be
directed towards an animal, an open 6 VICtorF over sucb fear and
space, a closed door, a strange looking anxiety comes through the individual
person, etc. Compulsions and obses- rec°gnmng what was particularly 
sions also are forms of perverted fear: wrong with him in the past, acknow-
if a person does not do a thing in a e g'ng past m*s,:a^es to ones se^ (and 
particular way he thinks that some t0 otdteis where such confession is
harm may befall himself or others. necessary), getting a new sense of
This too is a form of fear. While j 5’ and thus Ilving’ in shorr’ a re‘ 
a phobia is a fear to do a thing a educated life. Sublimation of fear is
compulsion is a fear not to do some un- f°Und when a person 1S reasonably
essential thing. careful not to do a mean or reckless

thing, is afraid to prove unfaithful to 
With the advance of years certain his own cherished principles, and has

changes take place in regard to the a holy fear and awe of God with
object of fear. While the children the sense of joy that accompanies
and adolescent folk are afraid for them- this "fear of the Lord (which) is the
selves, the middle aged people who beginning of wisdom” and of trium-
have families to look after are in addi- phant hope,
tion, afraid for the safety of their
wives and children. During days of war Similarly we could have dealt with
everyone who has some close relative several other instincts such as those
on the front, or in some danger zone, has oi curi°sity, hoarding, constructive-
reason to be afraid; but some persons ness’ etc' ®ut space forbids and we
are so taken up with the possibility pass on to rde subbmation of another
of danger to their dear ones that they instinct, the instinct of sex. As a mat-
cannot sleep nor can they relax ter âct wden the psycho-analysts 
mentally when they ‘take rest.’ Or talk of sublimation, they have in mind
again there are those to whom a part- particularly the sublimation of the.
ing brings about hysterical convul- instinct of sex.
sions of the mind or body or both.
These extreme forms of fear and "nst'nci ^ex
anxiety for their dear ones are reflec- The natural end of the sex urge is
tions of fears and anxieties that existed reproduction. Perverted directions of
from earlier days, often with regard the sex urge include forms like narciss-
to their own selves. It is not im- ism, homosexuality, sadism, maso-
possible that a hidden sense of guilt or chism, masturbation, etc. The sublima-
a hidden sense of frustration was tion of sex is hard,—harder than per-
smouldering ior some time, possibly haps the sublimation of any of the
from the days of youth or even still other instincts. In order that subli-
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mation may be achieved the subject physical activity; it means engaging
must be willing to exercise a good one-self in congenial activity rather
deal of self-control. We have already than in tiring enterprises—congenial
seen that modern psychology does to one’s own personal tastes and apti-
not advocate complete indulgence, tudes, and congenial to, that is to
nor does it say that self-control is, as a say, in conformity with the nature of
rule, harmful. Even married people, the instinct that is sought to be sub-
who have scope for indulgence, need limated. The sex instinct is a creative
to exercise self-control and bring the instinct, and it can be sublimated suc-
resurgent affect under the control of cessfully only in so far as the substi-
the conscious mind. So the first condi- tute line of activity is creative, just as
tion of sublimation of the dynamic the fighting propensity can be subli-
urge of sex is that one should believe mated only when there is some scope
in the need and possibility of self- for the spirit of combat to be exer-
control. cised. Again a sublimated activity

should as far as possible be socially
But the need of self-restraint has useful. A childless man may delight

been recognized from early times, in building a number of beautiful
and moral systems insist on it. What buildings, but if he keeps them closed
has modern psychology then to contri- t0 be on]y occasionally opened -when
bute towards sublimation? It tells us he visits that p,aC£) they are not likely
of the importance of recognizing the f0 gjve bjm as mucb satisfaction as
true nature of the dynamic urges of when he builds them for public use.
one’s inner life. A morality that places 0 r he may see his bank accounts grow,
all its stress on self-restraint, ignoring as another one sees his children grow ;
the urgency of the inner drives, is but he cannot get the satisfaction
likely to defeat its own purpose. Mo- which the second man obtains even
dern psychology tells the subject to though tbc ]atter may be poor. An
recognize his true nature, which con- unmarried lady may spend her time in
sists of a number of dynamic urges rearing terriers and Persian cats, or
as well as a desire to lead a socially may attend to the sick in the hospital
acceptable life. It is no use ignoring or teach in a school. The first kind of
the animal nature of man. Sublima- occupation gives her some satisfaction
tion is possible only when a person undoubtedly, but it cannot give her
recognizes his primitive impulses as as much satisfaction as when she does
part of himself, accepts his true na- a thing that keeps her mind and body
ture, and then finds some scope for engaged in a socially useful occupation,
its exercise in a way that conforms
Fo his moral sense and to his concep- The sex probIems of the grown up
tion of what he owes to the healthy Person® are m sorae resPects different
life of his society. from tbose °f the adolescent. But in

the case of both it is true, as Dr. F. G.
Sublimation does not mean tiring Crookshank observes, that “the sex

oneself out in any kind of vigorous life of an individual is a working model
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of his whole life: a revelation of his services. So he married again within 
life plan, and that the actual mud- a year after his first wife’s death, 
dling made by any one of us in response
to the sexual demand is not really a Mr. ®iki was regarded as an a'ctive
sexual error, but the outcome of a public worker. He had a will of his
life-line, early laid down, and steadily own and an impetuous energy. But
adhered to throughout the successive bis fellow-workers were mostly men
stages of development.’”1 In other inferior ability, persons who would
words the problems of sex are an ex- follow his lead in all respects Those
pression of a person’s style of life. This superior to him he would leave to
is the theory of Adler, and I do not themselves. He had a wife and child-
see anything in Freud to show that it ren ’ but sa^  be would have been
is an incorrect view. On the other ^ be bad been unencumbered,
hand this is a kind of amplification At the same time, he was quite con-
of Freud’s repetition—compulsion, the tent to have the kind of wife that he
theory that an act or mode of thinking bad; be said, “Though she is not highly
or feeling tends to become immobilised educated, she is loving and faithful, and
into a habit or attitude. f Set home comforts when I come

back from work.”
Those who are accustomed to derive

satisfaction from the recognition, love Now these two cases represent a
or regard of others are inclined to look very comm°u attitude on the part of
for the same experience from life part- those, especially in the middle years of
ners. hfe, who seek marriage. In marrying

they want to have comfort and home 
Mr. Sykes was regarded with more pleasures. This is not an ideal motive,

than ordinary favour by his superiors for those who seek marriage cannot be
and friends. His gentle and unassum- the happiest when one seeks it pri-
ing manners endeared him to them, manly for what one can get out of
and he basked in their favour. He it. Such marriages need not all be
married and was regarded to be a de- unhappy because often there are other
voted husband. After a few years his redeeming features which save such
wife died. Soon after her death he marriages from shipwreck, such as
began to look out for another wife. consideration and sympathy on the
He said : “I have much work to do, part of one towards the life-partner
and when I come home I want some- and the conception that one cannot
body to pet me ” His first wife was be happy without making one's partner
doing some remunerative work, and in life also happy,
he wanted someone to carry on this
work too. A wife, if a suitable one There are some persons who are
could be found, would do both these sexually very active who do not find 

----------------------------- -—--------------__ an equal response from their partners.
*F. G. Crookshank : Psychology and the

Sexual Problems of Adolescence, in the quar- Mr. Suryaswami was a doctor who
terly Psyche, July 1930. had seen many ups and downs in his
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life. He was virtually an adventurer. Tolstoi’s home than his economic ex-
and though once he had enough money periments. The Countess felt entirely
fo r^  middle-class man he lost it all frustrated when, as she has put it,
through financial adventures. He had Tolstoi craved more and more for
a number of children, more than half glory and never more cared to satisfy
a dozen. One day, however, when he her womanly desire. Once, after yield-
talked about intimate matters, he said, ing to her desires—it happened evident-
“My wife is cold and rather passive and ly more and more rarely—he noted in
that is how all this trouble has come his dairy: “We committed sin.” No
over me.” Though she presented him wonder that the Countess harassed her
with a numerous quota of children, husband in season and out of season in
this was his experience of her sex other matters, where she could venti-
attitude. late her feelings with less reserve.

Such persons try to keep them- No married man has a right to take
selves engaged elsewhere to secure the a vow Qf celibacy, even with the per-
satisfaction they cannot find in the mission of his wife, and then to expect
measure they expect at home. Marriage that their home life would be as happy
is not an answer to all sex problems, as ever before. In some exceptional
and even the married folk have to seek homes where the husband and wife
sublimation. have both a high enterprise to follow

It is well-known that Count Leo and means of sublimation to express
Tolstoi’s home life was not very happy themselves in, such a vow may not pro-
after his embracing of his new way of duce untoward results; but where one
socialist life, and it is usually regarded partner is sexually hungry and the
that this family unhappiness was due to other does not want to respond, the
his wife not sharing his socialist views. consequence is bitterness, bickerings
This is true; but not the whole truth, and mutual recriminations. It may
as can be seen from Tolstoi’s life even be that the husband and wife who
written by Dillon where he gives ex- thus quarrel do not understand in a self­
tracts from the diaries kept separately conscious way that their unhappiness
by the Count and the Countess. The is due to the sense of sex-frustration of
Count had lived a fast life in his early at least one of them. Such quarrels
years, and then he married a girl, young- and bickerings do take place occasion-
er than him by about sixteen years. ally even where married persons are
Their married life was happy for a normally sex-adjusted; but in the inti-
number of years, and then started Tols- macy of- their mutual affection they
tor’s experiments with socialism and are able to bury the past in the re­
asceticism, which were so disconcerting newed symbols of their regard for each
to his wife. He began to teach and other. But when this intimacy is lost,
write that all sex relations were wrong— one of the greatest pacifying and re-
a fact that left the comparatively young assuring and reuniting factors of com-
Countess sexually starved. This was, mon life is gone; for as Coleridge says:
perhaps, a greater source of trouble in “The happiness of life is made up of
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minute fractions; the little soon for- eruption of sexual activity but also the
gotten charities of a kiss or a smile, a development of a certain egoism and
kind look, a heartfelt compliment; and callousness which facilitates its mani-
the countless infinitesimals of pleasur- festations.”* Havelock Ellis notices
able thought and genial feelings.”* that women too have "such disturban-
Missing these small tokens of mutual ces in the sexual psychic life, especially
affection, husbands and wives often exacerbation of desire—a final flare of
drift farther and farther from each the generative flame,—perhaps, accom-
other. Sometimes, living in the same panied by various caprices and suspi-
house, they try to avoid each other’s cions and occasionally by actual devia-
company. tions of the sexual impulse.”1

Shettan was a good gentleman, a Some who had all kinds of promis-
good neighbour and a good church- cuous experiences of sex may still yearn
warden. His wife was if at all better for a change, and such people seek
than himself—so gentle and loving and new sources and modes of gratification
kindly. But they have not spoken with in what are known as sex perversions
each other for years. They have child- or sex deviations. This is how McDou-
ren and a few grand-children. Their gall accounts for the fact that he has
mutual communications are carried on noticed, that “in all societies, some
with the intermediary service of these men °f middle age who have led a life
children. of free indulgence with the opposite sex

turn to members of their own sex in
Psychologists who have had special order to obtain the stimulus of no­

opportunities to understand the inti- velty.”2 
mate private life of persons tell us that „  , ,
man in his forties has a tendency to be ° ther|  tUr" “  °th,!r °rmS °f ex‘
dissatisfied with the humdrum routine CeSf S' „Some °f ^ OS\  whosf efforts
of his family life. He would like to in Freud S W°rds’ t0 obtain haPpmess
lead a freer life than is possible within C°me ,t0 nOUght m later years stlil find
the confines of his home. He may consolatlon «  the pleasure of chronic
suddenly realize, as Havelock Ellis intoxication. Jung too refers to the
says, “that the period of expanding same blnd temptation that middle
power has reached its limits, even that aged Person  ̂ have and refers to the
there is a comparative failure of power, *act tbat F ’s not ordy those who have
this also manifesting itself in the sexual been loose in their morals but even
sphere, and by a sudden revulsion of those who have been leading a life of
feeling he may begin to feel that he is
no longer a young man but an old man. *Havelock Ellis, Psychology of Sex, Cb. VI,
Such a recognition with advance of age .p' 273’ Heinemann- London, 1934. 
may involve not only the liability to an L Ibld’ p' 27L

-----------------------------------— ---------- ---------- - 2. McDougall: Outline of Abnormal Psy-
♦Quoted by Dr. Emma F. Angell Drake: chology, Ch. XIX, p. 324.

What a Woman of Forty-Five Ought to Know, 3. Freud: Civilization and its Discontents,Ch, xi, Ch 1It
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respectability and self-restraint some- his bed one night, and cried out to his
times fall into this kind of temptation. wife and said that he had at last dis-

Jung talks of a pious man who was covered himself: ‘Now at last 1 have
a church warden. From the age of got it! As a matter of fact I’m just a
forty onward, he showed a growing and plain rascal.” From that time on he
finally unbearable intolerance in things spent his declining years in riotous
of morality and religion. At the same and wasteful living.”*
time his disposition grew visibly worse. ------------------------------------------------
In this way he got along until his fifty- ’Modern Man in Search of a Soul, Ch. V.,
fifth year, when he suddenly sat up in p. 121., Kegan Paul, 1936.

a o u lt (CDucation in  otfjet ita n U s
J  UNIVERSITY EXTENSION IN AMERICA

By  F. E. H u tch in so n

This is the twenty-seventh volume* The great spurt in such activities in
in a series of studies in the social signi- the last decade of the nineteenth cen-
ficance of Adult Education in the Uni- tury, when R. G. Moulton was a leading
ted States, issued by the American spirit, had spent itself by 1900 and was
Association for Adult Education with followed by “ fifteen lean years." A
the help of a subsidy from the Carnegie fresh beginning was made in 1906 by
Corporation. The Association, formed the University of Wisconsin, which
in 1926 and directed from the beginning emphasised the practical side so far as to
by Mr. Morse A. Cartwright, “ has be prepared to include “ easy lessons in
consistently interpreted and supported cooking and sewing ” and instruction
experimental and exploratory activities on the diseases of potatoes. To-day
in adult education at all levels.” The more than a quarter of a million “ are
present volume, written by a well- enrolled for college studies in univer-
equipped investigator, deals only with sity extension classes and for study by
such extension work as universities and correspondence with university depart-
degree-giving colleges are responsible ments : and nearly 400,000 attend sum-
for. Anyone familiar with what goes mer sessions on college campuses.” It
by the name of extra-mural education is, however, noted that the universities
in Britain will be struck by the vastly have been unsuccessful competitors in
greater range of what is called univer- the field of correspondence courses,
sity extension in America, the number with proprietory correspondence
of students enrolled, the variety of sub- schools operating for profit with as
jects, and the emphasis on the voca- many as two million enrolled corres-
tional motive. pondents. Columbia University with-

----- ----- : ~  ” ~ —: ~ ~  drew its correspondence department inJ his review originally appeared in the Bui- J936 
letin of the World Association for Adult Edu­
cation. London. One valuable feature developed fur-
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ther than in any English University, is ranged for them at the Centre at
the large provision of lecture courses Minnesota “ they looked one another
and “ Evening Schools ” in the Univer- in their denominational eyes and de-
sity towns. The University of Minne- parted, never to return.” At the lower
sota established six years ago a Centre level are the frankly practical courses,
for Continuation Study, with residen- which may include accounting (with a
tial accommodation for 80, conference very large enrolment), photography,
and assembly rooms and dining halls. Thimble Thrift, conversational English
The Centre is active throughout the and Personal Check-up. The practical
year except for three weeks in Septem- side is also evidenced in the author’s
ber. The classes sponsored by the uni- devoting a chapter to the function of
versities of America include academic universities in “ the National Defence
types with the “ credits” so much Program.”
valued by Americans, less formal types
sometimes followed by “ quizzes” Mr. Creese shows himself alive to
(which we take to be discussion), and the dangers which are likely to be all
instruction in practical subjects. Mr. the more serious because of the large
Creese, however, notes that the Tuto- number of competing universities and
rial Class, which has proved the most colleges with widely differing academic
valuable new feature of English Adult standards. One learns with surprise
Education, “ has scarcely been attemp- that America turns out 175,000 gra­
ted ” in America. duates every year. The severe criti-

T , • , . A „ cisms in Dr. Flexner's book, UNIVER-In his conclusion, Mr. Creese re- ctttxtc * , ^pnT/— a xt tott, SITIESA M ERICA N , ENGLISH,marks that all down the line, the vo- r-’truiv/r a-m i j ., i t -  GERMAN, have caused some disquiet,cational motive seems to be the pri- ** , . • T i n, . , . „ J:. . More than thirty years ago Lord Brycemary one in adult education. This „ , T , , ,. - , ,j 11 • • , j quoted Lamprecht s fine praise of thegood or ill, is in marked contrast to A • n  • .7 ,
t— i- i A i i • i American Universities : nowhere in, English experience. At the highest . , ,  , — , ,
level, it shows the American Univer- the W°rld d° teachers fee
sities doing far more than British Uni- T "  ?tron«ly tha'  ,h '  !r5t ob)ect ofi .,. ss c i their devotion is Truth,versities do in providing refresher
courses for the professional classes, How shall this high standard be
teachers, engineers, librarians, munici- maintained? Mr. Creese points out
pal servants, ministers of religion and that academic freedom has been im-
lawyers. Teachers especially have paired by the propagandist policy of the
taken full advantage of the opportuni- State in Germany, Italy and Russia,
ties offered; besides attending courses The pressure in America may take a
specially designed for them, they often subtler and less dangerous form, but it
form from 30 to 50 per cent of the stu- exists. He quotes a report of the Edu-
dents enrolled for general and cultural cation Committee of the New York
courses. Ministers of religion have Chamber of Commerce, which regards
responded less well to courses designed all other benefits of education as secon-
for them; at the first conference ar- dary to " the great purpose of streng-
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thening and preserving the State by movable exhibition, of a store from
making better and abler citizens.” It which goods are sold and a sleeping cot
is not without uneasiness that one for the teacher. The cost of this school,
reads Mr. Creese’s summary of that and more than school, is forty dollars
report; “ By and large, States are not in Chinese currency. The first such
preserved by culture or by education cart was used in the rural area to
or by knowledge; they stand on cha- the west of Shanghai, where thd.move-
racter, morals, and physical well-being ; ment started. The pioneer teacher-
a review of history indicates that as organisers were, as is natural to expect
culture rises, morals and physical well- in China to-day, patriotically-minded ,
being go down, and often the disinteg- students, for the most part from Great
ration of the State has followed,” We China University. To-day many stu-
can happily believe that the best edu- dents voluntarily contribute an average
cators in America do not share these of one free hour of work a day.
misgivings of the Chamber of Commerce. Striking out into a nearby rural sec­

tion, the volunteer-teacher gets to 
IN FREE CHINA—EDUCATION ON WHEELS work. In some open space preferably

t , „ by the side of the road, he sets up hisIn spite of the protracted war, Free out.doQr school perhapSi he first
China is busy in rer constructive attracts attention with his museum of
efforts. Now and then we get infer- exhibitg Here the passer_by finds
mation of novel experiments in nation- ob]ects of personal interest to him,
building work of far-reaching impor- powderg tQ km the worms that destroy
tance. Here is one such reproduced his crops, improved seed of the yellow
from an article by A. Gordon Melvin ^  bean developed in the Umverslty
in tie magazine. ^ of Nanking, American maize, and the

Dr. Tai, who is a distinguished gra- white cotton seed of Kiang Ying Hsien. 
duate of Teachers’College in Columbia When the teacher has attracted suffi- 
University of New York, has invented cient interest, he may begin to talk
a most ingenious form of minimum about his school. Suiting the action to
equipment which serves as material the word, he changes the scene. The
base for a remarkable series of econo- covers of the box are set up as black
mic, social and educational objectives. boards. Folding benches attached to
It is called in translation “The Univei- the side of the box are set out to ac-
sal Education Cart ” a title which it commodate, if necessary, forty persons, 
merits to the full. Its compactness is School is pn. The black board is essen-
amazing. In its travelling form it is a tial for the presentation of written
small box on four wheels, measuring characters, which the pupils copy on
only one foot in thickness and two feet another bit of the school’s apparatus
in length and in height. In this small (the slate). But the teachers of the
compass is packed away material which Nien Erh Movement are nomereteach-
serves five basic uses : that of a travel- ers of elementary literacy. They have
ling school, of a circulating library, of a a double task. They aim to carry on a
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realistic education of the rural people, and drugs, sex-laxity, gambling and ex­
on the one hand, and to assist with their cretion in public places. It urges that
economic rehabilitation on the other. each individual develop some form of
It is in the practical teachings of the skilled production such as chop-stick
itinerant out-door schools that one of manufacture. It gives instruction de-
the rural triumphs of the movement is signed to improve simple hand crafts,
to be discovered. It proposes that the Thus it hopes to provide technical aid
learners shall know the elements of designed to carry people through a
healthy behaviour, as well as the rudi- transitional stage in which they move
ments of Chinese history and the place from handicrafts to an era of socialised
of China in the modern world. It technology.
directs its attacks on undesirable forms (With acknowledgments to “ The
of conduct such as the use of cosmetics Modern Review ”).

Cfjc 3[itQfan adult (Education association
I. A. E A. IN SOUTH INDIA

[We give below a summary of news re- anxious to  learn  subscribed th e ir  mite
ceived from the Organising Secretary of the ... T u i_ , ■r j. u o j .. A . ,. , ,, to mount on cloth the Laubach literacyIndian Adult Education Association for the , , ^
la s t  2 m o n th s— E d -t o r , I. J  A. E.] c h a r t  t h a t  I  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e m .

While it is gratifying to find that Diama as an effective medium of
the idea underlying the importance of -Adult Education: The most remarkable
the Adult Education movement is piece of evidence of enlightenment and
being increasingly recognised and ap- culture amongst the so-called illiterates
preciated it must be said that, on the was seen in the same village in June last
whole, numerous reverses have had to where about 15 youths, almost all ill-
be faced during June and in the months iterate, gave a beautiful dramatic per-
that followed. In August there was a formance. The general bearing, act-
set-back due to the terrible distur- *n^’. s°iii°Quy and other phases of the
bances arising out of the political crisis. performance were excellent. This was
There are now six Adult Education *n tdie Christian section of the village
Societies with nine centres at work. where there were depressed class
One of these with two centres has Pe°Ple- Prior to the performance I
functioned very well. The others have )ad llteracy tests for adult pupils who 
suffered from abnormal prices, scarcity were learning in the other adult school 
of kerosene oil, increased prices of *n vdlage. This created a desire
food stuffs, under-employment, etc. amongst the unwilling, irregular and
In one of the two schools at Thondan- indifferent people to learn. About
tbolasi in North Arcot District the 400 men and women sat from 10 P. M.
evidence of the newly-awakened in- tdl early in rhe morning enjoying and
terest of the otherwise indifferent admiring the latent abilities of their
people was that the labouring classes (Continued an Paga 18)
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Bll'IFnMa population
Hi tera cp JFi g ut e0

------------------------

_  J eh6 A11'? i!«  PoPulation discovered at the recent The rate of increase is particularly marked in cities,
& was 388 8 millions as on March 1, 1941. The towns with not less than 100,000 inhabitants. The

corresponding 1931 figure was 338'1 millions, repre- number of such towns has appreciably increased from 
seating an increase of 15 per cent. The level of 1931 while the individual increase rates vary from just
increase in British India is 15’2 per cent, and in the below 11 per cent, to almost a 100 in the case of Cawn-
htates and Agencies 14’3 per cent. The picture is one pore, which has nearly doubled itself in the decade, 
of general increase, rather higher in British India than The following table gives the population of pro-
m. e ^tates aRd only in part of Baluchistan and a few vinces, Indian States and Agencies for 1941 and 1931 
nunor bta*es is a decrease recorded, t and also figures of literacy for 1941:—i

Population r
AREA ----------- --------------------------------------- or Literate

Persons Persons decrease
1941 1931 P0r cent

3,88,800 3,38,119 +15*0 47,322.7
Provinces 2,95,827 2,56,755 +15-2 \  37,016.2

j I  -  — -  49,342 44,205 +11-6 6,420.92 Bombay ... ... ... 20,858 17,992 +15-9 4,067-8
! f  • -  -  -  60>314 50,116 +20 3 9,720-4| 4 United Provinces ... ... ... 55,021 48,409 +13-6 4 653.3

-  -  -  40,906 35,614 +  15‘1 3,731.8
- Oudh ... ... ... 14,114 12.795 +10-4 921.5
o Punjab ... ... ... 28,419 23,581 +20-4 3,665.7
b B,“*r — -  ••• 36,340 32,371 +12-3 3,339.7

xt — -  -  28,824 25,729 +12-0 2,685.8Chhota Nagpur ... ... 7,516 6,642 +13-1 653.9
‘ Central Provinces & Berar ... ... 16,822 15,323 +  9-8 1,909.7

\  Central Provinces ... ... ... 13,220 11,881 +11-3 1,352.8
^   ̂ — V; — V \ 3,442 \ -V 4*3 556.9 ^

8 Assam  ... ... . . .  7 10,205 /  8,623 I ' +18-2 j 1,174.3
9 North-West Frontier Province ... ... 3,038 2 425 f +25'2 233.9

10 Orissa ... ... ... 8 729 8,026 I +  8-8 948.2
11 Sind ... ... ... 4,537 3,887 +16 7 473.8
12 Ajmer-Merwara ... ... ... 584 507 +15-1 79.0
13 Andaman & Nicobar Islands ... ... 34 29 -i-15'5 6.9

Andaman Islands ... ... ... 21 19 +11-8
Nicobar Islands ... ... ... 13 10 +22-5

14 Baluchistan ... ... ... 502 464 +  8'2 52.3
15 Coorg ... ... ... 169 163 +  3 3 34.6
16 Delhi ... ... ... 917 636 +44'1 235.7

States & Agencies 92,973 81,367 +14-3 10,306.5
17 Assam States ... ... ... 725 626 +15-9 57.4
18 Baluchistan States ... ... ... 356 405 —12-1 8.1
19 Baroda State ... ... ... 2,855 2,448 +16-6 656.8
20 Bengal States ... ... ... 2,142 1,863 +14 9 127.5
21 Central India Agency ... ... 7,502 6,648 +12-8 525.4
22 Chhattisgarh States ... ... ... 4,054 3,548 +14-2 157.6 ;
23 Cochin State ... ... ... 1,423 1,205 +18-1 504.1
24 Deccan (and Kolhapur) States... ... 2,786 2,458 +13-4 364.5
25 Gujrat States ... ... ... 1,457 1 265 +15-2 119.2
26 Gwalior State ... ... ... 3,992 3,523 +13 3 296.8
27 Hyderabad State .. ... ... 16,184 14,436 +12-1 1,111.2
28 Kashmir State (including Feudatories) ... 4,021 3,646 +10-3 264.2

Kashmir ... ... ... 3,945 3,582 +10-1 263.0
Frontier Illaqas in Gilgit ... ... 76 64 +18-2 1-2

29 Madras States* ... ... ... 499 453 +10-0 66.1
30 Mysore State ... ... ... 7,329 6,557 +11‘8 896.4
31 North-West Frontier Province! ... 2,378 2,259 +  5-3 10-2

) 32 Orissa States ... ... ... 3,025 2,683 +12-7 268.9
33 Punjab States ... ... ... 5,459 4,497 +21-4 334.8
34 Pun jab Hill States ... ... ... 1,094 990 +10-5 80.8
35 Rajputana Agency ... ... ... 13,670 11,571 +18'1 77? 5

| 36 Sikkim State ... ... ... 122 110 +10-9 5.9
37 Travancore State ... ... ... 6,070 5,096 +19-1 2,894.4
38 United Provinces States (Rampur & , 7

RenareRl ... ... 928 856 +  8-3 ol.b
39 Western India States Agency ... ... 4,901 4,222 +16-1 17■

* Pudukota, Banganapalle and Sandur. t Agencies and Tribal areas. t All figures are in thousands.

The literacy figures for 1941 are in all cases those by war conditions literacy tables will not be prepared
taken out provisionally from the enumerators’ books. in British India. In the larger States, however, such

In view of the restricted tabulation necessitated tables will be prepared and published in due course.
INDIAN INFORMATION.



(Continued from Page 15 pupils (numbering about 250) were ad-
own boys and learning the moral of the dressed at six meetings besides large 
story groups of rural people. The example

‘All things work together Bihar in enlightening the masses
for Good to them that love God.’ through students was stressed. In
„  , A , u * i o villages about 50 adult pupils were ex-On the 25th August the hostel boys ot . , , , • • A, ^  c- zj- i c u 1 d j  amined, and teachers were given guid-theC. S. M. High School, Pudukkot- . ’ .. . . .  . wt j \/r • i, ance in the intelligent use of adulttai, led by the Warden, Mr. Rajaiyah, b ,, £ n  ■ ■ i charts. Three posters on nutritionenacted a performance at Cnini.ian- . . . .. . . •, t and eight new posters on the lmport-Chathiram,—a place seven miles from , . . ._ , , , , , £ .1 ance of literacy work were being copiedPudukottai,—and the moral ot the J ., ’ . i j . , to be mounted as attractive posters,story that He who is greedy and with. . . .  , .  , •„ A recent report from Ananthaapur,evil designs to achieve his end will T _• i • i t. j  , . . • a vil age in Chittoor District which Icome to ruin and destruction was 6 . . .. . - i .  had visited in July last, is encouraging,brought home to the minds ot the

hundred odd villagers who had assem- Here' “dult S"h“ ‘ °‘ sorts
bled to see the play. On the 26th the P°“ d «  functioning for
Junior Boys of the hostel gave a variety r<*"- The teacher m-charge

. . , , t reports that recently fifteen men wereentertainment including several farces 1, . , , , , - i i „ made literate. This was getting theof considerable educational value. ^  , 1QqS At .i, , , , i . Government grant from 19do. At theThese unmistakably show what potent . . . ,, , „  ̂ _ _  > • time of mv visit those under mstruc-forces these youngsters are to bring . - T • . i, . ,-„l. tion were 29. I examined several menabout, and steadily promote enlighten-
j 1  ̂ a. .i „ and six women pupils, lhe teacherment and culture amongst the masses. . . . ., i r i „ savs that no instruction is being givenI claim no credit for the organisation &ciys LuaL uu , „. , , • to women now as the Governmentof, or preparation for this excursion . , , ,,«■ r. • ■ i i ■ educational department ordered thator programme. Mr. Rajaiyah who is a , ,  ̂ . , , ,  ,, , , r a xr a the men s school should have nomember of the I. A. E. A. is a practical

enthusiast and is encouraged by the women pup,Is. Women ,t appears are 
far-sighted, and talented Head-master " »  bemg taught by the women
of the C. S. M. High School, Mr. S. “ acher OTtslde tl,e Sch°o1'
Devanesan. Age £rouPs of men under instru£>

During the period under review the tion are as follows.-
‘Farmers’ Day’ celebrated by the Ameri- ge etwecn ^  ^  ........^
can Arcot Mission Agricultural Farm ” 0 ^ ...............7
and Institute, Katpadi, afforded me an . ” 2Q..............  4
opportunity to get into close touch ” ............. 7
with about twenty-five rural teachers, ” to
and about 70 rural men and women The teacher reports that since I
whom I addressed on the value and visited the School last, the school has
methods of ‘Mass Education.’ Students had to be given up for want of the
undergoing teachers’ training, High minimum of twenty pupils and in-
School and Higher Elementary School ability to meet other conditions im-
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posed by the Educational Department. 2. Address,
Due to abnormal conditions there was 3. Date or year of foundation,
a tendency for the strength to fall. 4. Aims and objec(s _
This is very regrettable. However, please attach a •,
1 am taking up the matter with the
management of the School to see that 5. Types of Adult Education work
the work is revived without any re- being carried out.
ference to the Government grant. The 6. What are the main features of
general policy and programme to be your educational work? Give broad
adopted by the Educational Depart- sectional details, if any. 
ment are matters that have to be taken _
up with the department before long. . 7; ? oes the work en-
Mutual discussion and examples of for me” 01 for women or
other provinces might improve condi­
tions to the advantage of our cause. 8- Give the average number of
There are cases of abolition of most adult pupils (men or women or both)
useful adult education Institutions, and taught every year with their ages and
in these days of grave financial strin- occupation.
gency large hearted volunteers have to o i , ,r •* , • , ' . . y- ln what language or languagesbe recruited vigilantly to watch the is your work carried on?
movement and .to devise ways and
ipeans of keeping up the work. All When are the classes held?
■bhe same the I. A. E. A. has been Please state if you have to make any
making a definite contribution to pave special remarks as to hours of teaching
the way for a substantial foundation per week. etc. Please give separate
and building of a superstructure. Time details for classes held in villages, and
will bring further development. those held in mills and industrial areas.

The office in South India continues , Who are the teachers and what 
to be an Information Bureau, and is *s fheir training and qualifications?
in very close touch with the various ^ re foll-time or part-time? How
Institutions in India. Both Individual are t^ei classes supervised? Are there
and Institutional membership is in- any vo‘untai'y teachers? What is the
creasing slowly but surely. Necessary ma*n method of teaching?
arrangments are being made to make 12. If your work is mainly of
the ensuing All-India Adult Educa- Literacy education, what is the critert-
tion Conference a success. ion of Literacy? What text-books

are used?
T H E  A L L -IN D IA  A D U L T  ED U C A T IO N

D IR E C T O R Y - , The General Secretary of the Indian
_ . _ Adult Education Association has asked us to
Questionnaire print this q estionnaire a se, ond time Will

1 N am e nf n r tfh n i,^ ; • readers who have not ahead.! done so send
. ' . " ^ ation or m di- the answers to the Questionnaire to him at

vidual carrying on work. 136, Apollo Street Fort, Bombay.
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13. Is any use made of the magic out several types of Adult Education?
lantern, the Cinema and the Radio? What motives are appealed to to
Have you any proposals under con- awaken the desire to learn?
sideration?

, . TTTI , 19. Is there any Extension Lecture
14. What steps are taken to en- work? Are you conducting any Night

courage continuity after reading and College? Are there any Diplomas for
writing has been partially mastered? peopIe instructed in the college sub_
Are there any libraries in the locality jeCts?
where suitable newspapers or other
readable material for the use of this 20. What should be the place of
class of adults are available? Adult Education in the general system

15. What cheap books and literature of education in a country like India
for adult schools are available? What where literacy is very low?
‘Continuation’ o r ‘Follow up’ literature oi vj ,, , L, ,. . . .  21. How should employers of labour
is aval a e. in mills, factories, Municipalities and

16. How is the work financed? Is other institutions be required to help
your organization dependent on public *n promoting literacy among their em- 
support or is it self-supporting? ployees?

I
17. What is the monthly cost per 22. On what lines should the Adult

student for your different types of Education for Women be conducted?
Adult Education work? Do any stu- What special steps are necessary to
dents pay any fees? Do they pay for carry this out successfully?
books or other class material? r,0 a i i ■ /c6. Any other relevant information

18. What difficulties are experi- not covered by this Questionnaire may
enced by your organization in carrying be kindly supplied.

jfte to s  fr o m  jF a r  a n d  Ji3eac
THE ALL-INDIA WOMEN’S CONFERENCE AND ADULT EDUCATION.

At the Sixteenth session of the Con- times not being normal, it is difficult to
ference held at Cocoanada, Mrs, Re- obtain the finances necessary for con-
nuka Ray, Member-in-charge presented structive work and this may be one of
her report on Adult Education and the reasons for lack of response. A
Literacy. We give a few interesting circular was sent out in the middle of
extracts:— the year giving details of a syllabus for

The difference between an Adult adult education centres and I also
Education and a Literacy Centre does asked branches to inform me, if they
not seem to have been grasped by the wanted any teachers trained for this
majority of the branches, with the con- work and if so, I could arrange with
sequent result that few adult education certain organisations who would give
centres are to be found. Of course the guide training, free of cost, which would
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be better than no training. No bran- centre. It would not involve a great
ches, however, have availed themselves expense either.. I appeal to the branch-
of the offer. In the Calcutta Branch es to take up this work earnestly in the
this training was given by the Adult coming year.”
Education Society to 3 or 4 teachers.

In these days when there is a like-
Bombay continues to lead in the lihood of great dislocations in the 

number of literacy centres run by our country and the populace has to be
Branches. Other branches such as Cal- prepared to avoid panic, it is of the ut-
cutta, Phaltan State, Simla Sub-branch, most necessity that education should
Alsi in Berar, Gujarat, Andhra, Maha- be imparted without delay. If centres
rastia and Surat Sub-Branch have adult for educating adults are formed those
education centres and others, namely, would be a nucleus for preparing them

yderabad (Dn.) Karnatak, Phaltan to cope with the crisis which lies
State, Moradabad, have Literacy ahead.”
Centres. But there are many branches ____
who have not organised either adult The following paragraph is repro-
education or literacy centres. Some duced from the 1941 Report presented
co-operate with the efforts of other by Mrs. Urmila Mehta, Hon. General
organisations but this merely means Secretary of the Conference, 1941
helping the temporary literacy centres ____
which have no permanent value. ,All our branches have in varying

For future work, I strongly recom- degrees worked towards the spread of
mend that each branch should concen- literacy among adults. While one or
trate on at least one adult education two had to close down their classes for
centre making it a model one. Either want of funds, and even Delhi com-
in rural or in urban areas it would not plains of lack of funds, the Bombay
be difficult for a branch to organise Branch was, like last year, foremost in
one centre based on the whole syllabus its efforts to eradicate illiteracy. They
for adult education. The help of conducted about thirty classes receiv-
voluntary workers will be needed but ing a grant of Rs. 500, the maximum
there should be at least one part-time grant that the Bombay Government
teacher trained in adult education met- pays to any one Society. Their work
hods. The Centre should be so organ- was mentioned especially by the Bom-
lsed that it will be transferred into a bay Committee for adult Education
club later which its pupils are able to appointed by the Government of Bom-
run on their own. This is the only bay. If the Bombay Branch and its
way of giving the work permanent Members working in other capacities
value. If each of the branches organ- have been able to make nearly 10,000
lsed at least one centre, it would be women literate in two years, we feel
a model to other agencies in the local- that provided all the branches made
ity who can be persuaded to take up similar or greater efforts, the illiteracy
this work. This does not mean that a of Indian women would soon be a
branch should not have more than one thing of the past.
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In her Presidential address Mrs. scheme calculated to make the State
Vijayalakshmi-Pandit said:— literate in some five years. This

The report of our annual session scheme was laid before the State author-
would perhaps be a less imposing docu- ltles’ and has been considered but not
ment minus the resolutions which add yat, Put ,mto operation. In October
to bulk, but I feel certain we could of 194} the name of the Association
achieve more. We have in the past ™s. cha^ ed' !n llna wlth the
worked for the removal of illiteracy. Indian Adult Education Association.
This field is so vast that our results Since that time several less comprehen-
have been negligible. If we could con- sive but more immediately feasible

,  ̂ t  ̂ i .. ■ activities have been carried on.centrate for at least one year on this
as the major item of our programme 1. Publication.— In the field of post­
in every province we could achieve literacy material, a need has been felt
worth-while results. A mass drive for books suitable for those who have
against illiteracy started by the Con- completed a Primer, i. e. have learned
ference would instantly invoke a res- the forms and sounds of letters and
ponse from other progressive groups how these make words. It was decided
and would help us to establish closer to make a beginning of publishing suit-
contacts with the villages and with the able material. One book is in the press,
workers in fields and factories. This The following principles have been
would also be a means of educating kept in mind:—
women in the ideals of the Conference T , , ,. i. Large type has been used toand developing m them a sense of their ■ ,

. * * I * • P 1 1 *1 L L l i  c  L c  X  L •own responsibilities.
-------  ii. Words are well separated from

ADULT EDUCATION IN INDORE one another.
The Indore Adult Education Asso- *“• The sentences are at first very 

ciation was started in conjunction with short; gradually, longer sentences are
Dr. Frank Laubach’s visit to Central introduced.
India in March, 1938. A large public iv. The sentences are grouped into
meeting had been held, with Dr. Lau- paragraphs, or sections of the story.
bach as the guest-speaker, and steps . r , , . ̂ , . v. At first, each sentence begins onwere at once taken to organize for the ,. T , , , ,r , .. . a  new line, in the later part of thepurpose of extending literacy work , ,.i i . , tu c- story, each section of a conversationthroughout the State. The first presi- , ..
J „ r a • r , begins on a new line,dent of the Association was Lt.-Col.
Richard Samson, Inspector-General of Words are repeated often,
Hospitals for Indore State, who has though the sentences are varied,
continued in office throughout the n i_ The “vocabulary burden- is
^t riOC’ light, i. e. there are few new words on

The early efforts of the Association a page. When a new word is intro- 
were directed to evolving an elaborate duced it is ordinarily repeated at least
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once soon after. Thus the reader be- lar annual fair in the neighbourhood,
comes familiar with the appearance of to hold a two-day Exhibition under the
the new word, and recognizes it rapid- auspices of the Association. Agricul­
ly- tural products from a wide circle of

viii. Conjunct letters are introduced vd'ages were shown and awarded 
very gradually. Special attention is pnzes: also handicrafts; in addition,
called to each new conjunct letter, and c unts, posters, and models were ex­
it is analyzed at the foot of the page ' showing vanous asPects of

Better Living” in a village. There 
ix- Regarding the choice of voca- were also lectures, lantern shows and 

bulary. the attempt has been made to sports, the latter including an exciting
choose words used as widely as possible. not to say perilous bullock-cart race.
It is, of course, realized that it is per- Through these activities, the name of
haps impossible to tell a story of any the Indore Adult Education Associa-
length without introducing words that tion became widely and favourably
are more current in one part of the known in the neighbourhood.
Hindi-speaking area than in another.

. 3- City Centre.—This has been con-
. . e “rst bo°k t0 be issued is a sim- ducted for four months near the col-

p 1 led form of the old folk-tale of Ali onies of mill-workers, six nights a week
Baba and the Forty Thieves.* A Games, lantern talks, lectures on popu-
second book in this “Clear-Type Series” ]ar topics, have constituted the pro-
has been prepared, and others are pro- grammes for Saturday nights; but the 
Jected> main interest has been in Adult Lite-

2. Village Work.—This has been racy work. This Centre gives an
undertaken in a group of villages in opportunity for experimentation, and
the vicinity of Dudhia, five miles from for training volunteer workers, as well
Indore, where social service has been as *or service to the night-school stu- 
carried on by a students’ organization dents.
for several years One progressive 4. Women.s Worb p lans h
farmer from this milage has been ap- been made, and permission gtven, for
pointed as organizer, and Ins sister this programme to bc Carljed on m
he ps in women s work Seven other well-established Baby Welfare Centre
villages are reached, through night- The head of „ Girls. High School has
schools and other means. Plans for undertaken to initiate the work, with
this work include the training of select- selected helpers. This effort is in the
ed individuals in improved methods of charge of a lady member of the Work-
carrying on certain local industries, lng Committee, along with several care-
such as tanning, and cloth-print,ng. fuUj chosen advisers.

work advantageous t T  ^ 0  5- Co-operation with thework, advantage was taken of a popu- Through the efforts of Mr H. B. Rich-
"Ali Baba ki Kahani: Bombay: Karnatak ardson, of the India Adult Education

Press. Price 2 as. Association, who is now Education
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Minister in Indore State, the Indore cation Committee which will now con- 
Association has received generous en- sist of:
couragement from the Government. president-M r. B. G. Kher; Vice-
The Education Department now has an presidenfs-The Hon. Mr. M. M. Pak- 
advisory committee to frame a State- was3i Diwan Bahadur K M. Jhaveri;
wide programme for Adult Education. Members_  Mrs. Hansa Mehta, Mr.
This Committee is composed of the D R  Wandrekar) Mr. K. Patil, Mr. _
Director of Education as chairman, Nagindas T . Master, Mrs. Shuffi Tyabji,
plus six members of the Association s Misg Amy B H j Rustomjee, Professor
Working Committee. There is thus a Choksi> Mr Mathuradas Tricumjee,
prospect of useful co-operation bet- Mrs K Sayam, Chairman Schools
ween the voluntary Association, with Committee of the Bombay Municipal
its facilities for experimentation, and Corporation (e x - o f f i c i o ), Secretary,
the State with' its official machinery Schools Committee of the Bombay
and departmental organization. Municipal Corporation ( e x - o f f i c i o ) , the

GEORGE P. Bryce. Educational Inspector, Bombay Divi-
------- sion (ex-officio), Mr. K. T. Mantri,

BENGAL Special Literacy Officer, Secretary of
BOURIA-Uluberia Sub-division: The the Committee (ex-oficio).

Boutia Rural Reconstruction Society The Committee is independent of
has started one playground each at the Provincial Board for Adult iEduca-
Burikhali, Udainarayanpur, Gazipur tion and will hold office for a period of
and Amta. Sporting clubs have in- three years,
creased their activities. Surat Village “lokshala ”

Forty-three night schools have been A , . ,
started. The total number of adults A , Lokshala has been started at
attending these schools is more than Kamalpore a backward village in
500. These schools have been impart- Mandvl Taluka of Surat Dlst/ lct‘
ing education to the cultivators. °Penin* ceremony was performed by

T T„ 1 , , the Mamlatdar, Mr. B. D. Mehta,
KALNA In Kalna a large numbei through whose efforts the school build-

of tanks and ponds were cleared of ing wag constructed. This is the first
water-hyacinth and roads were re- institution 0f its type in the district
paired and constructed. Five night and has cost a total of Rs. 696-7. The
schools were opened and one revived. Government contributed Rs. 329 and
I hey are all functioning efficiently. the local people contributed in kind

The Bengal Weekly and labour the remaining Rs. 367-7.

BOMBAY. MADRAS STUDY CIRCLE.
Adult Education Committee. Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari inaugu-

The Government of Bombay has rated a Study Circle at the Crescent 
reconstituted the Bombay Adult Edu- Hall, Triplicane, Madras.
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Mr. S. M. Fossil said that the object the country with the result that the
of the study circle was to train youth nation was plunged in darkness. If,
in citizenship and leadership. To-day, however, the educated classes had
there was a gulf between the educated shared their knowledge with the masses
classes and the masses. By the sheer the gulf between the two would have
dead weight of their illiteracy and ig- been bridged and this was w’hat the
norance the masses had pulled dowm Study Circle sought to do.”
the intelligentsia from the leadership of [IN D IA N  EXPRESS]

N ------
£j@psore S ID u It d B D u c a tio n  C o n fe r e n c e

Report of the proceedings of the two cities. It is to the entire credit of
Adult Education Conference held in Mr. J. Mahomed Imam, the Minister
the Town Hall, Bangalore, on 7th June, for Education, that these efforts were
1942. The proceedings took place in allowed to take deep root and to
Kannada. spread to all parts of the State. The

Rajamanthra Pravina N. Madhava result of his efforts is the Mysore State
Rao, Dewan of Mysore, opened the Literacy Council. The report of the
Conference and Sri D. H. Chandra- Council for the first five months of its
shekhanah. President, Legislative Coun- exis,tef ce is before you. The Council
cil, presided. 1S gla° that receiving encourage-

. ment from Government, rich men,
After prayerRajasevasaktha B. M. District Boards, and Municipalities. 

Srikantia, President of the Mysore The movement needs however more 
State Literacy Council, welcomed the encouragement, mote funds, and more 
Dewan and members of the Assembly workers, 
in the following words:—

u . Leaders of the country assembled
' It is an ancient saying in our here, we have called this Conference

country that knowledge marks the with the confidence that we will obtain
human being from the animal and there your co-operation, help and valuable
is nothing more sacred than knowledge. suggestions for this important and stu-
Education is the foundation of know- pendous task on which we are en-
ledge and literacy is the foundation of gaged. It is for this reason, we have
education. It is a good sign of the given you the trouble to meet here on
times that everywhere there is a clam- the only day of rest between the two
our for literacy and more literacy. Re- strenuous weeks of your assembly work,
sponsible persons all over the country You are the cream of the people. You
are interesting themselves in this form the peak of the administration,
movement for the spread of literacy. You know too well that a democratic
In the State, the University Unions of administration can function only with
Bangalore and Mysore, inaugurated an educated population. Democracy
literacy campaigns with the co-opera- is not bare number, nor it is bare
tion of the enthusiastic citizens of the majority. It is an administration of
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men and women who know and live up in our country, has made considerable
to their rights and responsibilities. progress. The simplicity of the methods
That is your ideal and our ideal too. of instruction and the quickness with
To reach this ideal quickly, the Council which results can be achieved have
appeals for your co-operation to spread made it possible for the movement to 
literacy and adult education in all the spread at a rapid rate. The report of
corners of our country from which you the Adult Education Committee of
hail.” Bombay for 1941-42 shows that since

The Dewan, then, delivered his the commencement of the campaign
inaugural address. there three years aS°’ about 40’000

persons, of whom 7,000 are women,
LADIES a n d  G e n t l e m e n : have been made literate. The Mysore

“I am very glad to have an opportu- State Literacy Council has been at
nity—not for the first time—of asso- work for less than half a year. I under-
dating myself with the work of the stand that within this short period it
Mysore State Literacy Council and of has been possible for the Council to
learning the progress of their work and organise 192 classes with a total
their problems and difficulties. I am strength of about 2,850. This is an
thankful to the President and members achievement of which the Council may
of the Council for inviting me to well be proud. The encouraging public
participate in this function. response to the work of the State

You have made a wise choice for Literacy Council shows that our peo-
the Presidentship of the Conference. pie are not slow to appreciate the
Mr. D. H. Chandrasekhariah has been benefits of this movement, 
interested in the educational progress jn laying down our programme of
of the State for many years and his work and in selecting the method of
knowledge and experience will, I am instruction, I think it is well for us to
sure, be of great help to you in your remember the principle that literacy
work. It is fortunate also that you Is not an end in itself but only a means
have Rajasevasakta Mr. B. M. Srikantia to an end. We should not rest con-
as the President of your Committee. tent with making a man just literate,
He is now able to give you not only but should try to make it possible for
the benefit of his long and varied him to use the literacy he acquires for
experience in educational matters but his self-development. It is, therefore,
also a considerable portion of his time. necessary to take measures to prevent
In my esteemed colleague, Mr. Ma- people who are made literate from
homed Imam you have a leader who is lapsing into illiteracy and to make it
all out to make the movement a real possible for them to have a continuous
success. course of liberal education. In our

anxiety to show rapid results and im- 
RAPID PROGRESS pressive totals, we are apt to sacrifice

The Adult Education movement, quality for quantity. The course of
although of comparatively recent date formal instruction that we provide
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should be thorough without being labori- full sympathy with the aims and objects
ous or long-drawn out. I have no of your work. This year we have
doubt that the Mysore State Literacy given a grant of about Rs. 12,500 for
Council will not only make people adult literacy work and have made a
literate in large numbers but will also provision of Rs. 20,000 in the Budget
see that the education given to them for the coming year as a token of our
is enduring. faith in the possibilities of this move-

rural areas mpnt
The Council has so far carried on . great pleaf re in declanng

its work mainly in urban areas. I trust t C Conference °Pen- 
that, before long, it will be possible for Mr. Mahomed Imam, Minister for
the Council to extend its work to rural Education in the course of his speech
areas also. Government have now said:
under consideration a scheme for „ .
Rural Reconstruction under which The <Govc,rn,r,ent “ nstltu'« l 'be
compact groups of villages will be taken MySO,re Statc L,teracy C"V“ci ' a few
up for improvement. I feel that it ”T ' haagt>' education
should be possible to combine with '" 'b p  State and the work ,t has accom-
this scheme a well-thought-out and the feW m™ths is'■ , , r i i i  no doubt, very encouraging. I sincere-practicable programme of adult edu- i„ > „ u ,cation -  fy hope, that the movement will spread

, ’ far and wide under the inspiration of
Formation of rural libraries is an its President and in no distant future

essential part of adult education in will root out illiteracy from our State
rural areas. I wish to draw your atten- Our State is a model for others in many
tionto a provision under which the matters. It is my ambition that it
Education Department will make grants should be a model in matters ofedu-
for rural libraries if the Village Pan- cation too. In this task, the co-opera-
chayats find a part of the expenditure. tion of the people is essential. One of
Very little use has so far been made of the important reasons for the back-
this facility. But with the spread of wardness of education in our State is
adult education, it may be expected in my opinion, that Government here
that rural libraries will become increas- is called upon to bear the full burden
ing y popular. Gf education. In the neighbouring

You have a fairly long programme state of Travancore, Government has
ahead and I do not wish to take any remained as an agency to promote and
more of your time. I emphasise that aid private effort in matters of educa-
in a mattei of this kind it is not only tion. Particularly in the field of adult
necessary but proper that non-official literacy and education, it is extremely
organisations should take the lead and necessary that the support and sympa-
supply the dynamic zeal without which thy of persons interested in this pro-
no social movement can prosper. But let gramme of the State, should be forth-
me assure you that Government are in coming in large measure.
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The spread of the literacy move- enjoyment of physical health. Lite-
ment, I submit, should be a common racy is the main key to intellectual
aim of all persons irrespective of their progress. It makes it possible for a
party and creed. The duel against wider grasp of knowledge and hence a
the demon of illiteracy can succeed deeper understanding of things. It is
only with the full support of all classes for this reason other countries have
and as Minister for Education, I seek (from a long time, given a great im-
your co-operation in this matter. portance to making their peoples

. , , , t . literate. As a result of their effortsAdult education is not a new feature , . . ,, • Tj. u ■ . j we find to-dav the percentage of iite-of our civic life. It has existed from -, .  ̂ ^  rate population in England 92.5, inages in this country. Our great epics, n(- , A Q(- 7 •6 . _ x j  Germany 95.6, in America 95.7, inand our Puranas, were agents of adult , . A ,. _Q „ r>„.., „  , , , , Turkey 96 and m Australia 9o.o. Buteducation. Our saints and scholars of , ,
old, who have composed the beautiful the P ««n ta6e ,s only
Vachanas, the padas. were pioneers of 10' 15 V ”at“ r d,s1ra“  “A , , ■ -p, tt„ * A - one of us that the percentage of lite-Adult Education. The Village Ayya . , , 0 u ,.,,. , . r .T • ■. • ,.1 racy in our State is only 12. Withand his recitations of Jaimini in the , . , , .j., j this load of illiteracy and ignorance,village Chavadi were and are still , , . ,. . t j ia. a *.• how can we expect that any politicalinstitutions of adult education, in the r u  .XT , , . . x reform will succeed? How, withoutvillage. No doubt in the scheme of , . ., , , • . . • knowledge of right and wrong, justiceadult education in ancient times, there . . . . .  , ,, , ,. T-, and injustice, which comes only fromwas no place for literacy. There was J , , • , ,j • , r ,• ■ ., deep discussion and study, social ad-no need either for literacy in those . F , , , , ,— , , . , . „ justment and cultural development istimes. Things have changed however. J ,_. f possible? More than all, to enjoy andThe responsibility of administration is ; £, . , F . , . keep the full freedom of our country,being devolved in greater measure on , , ,  , . T a, 6 , , , .  ̂ • which every one of us desire, I needthe people and their representatives. , „ , . . , ,T . p t n . , hardly say or emphasise the need ofLiteracy is a powerful lever to enlighten J ... , ,,, , ui j , f literacy and a liberal education..........oneself on his problems and those of T , f , , • c. .TT , , , . It has been estimated that in our Statehis society. Hence the need tor the , iri , , ,, J T u , j 15 lakhs men and 19 lakhs womenliteracy movement. I will conclude , m ,,. . ., . , , r between 15 and 50 years, totalling to

my speech with an appeal for more are illiterate
voluntary workers, and more popular ’ .
support, to supplement the small begin- * desire to ring to t e notice o
ning made by the Government.” Government a few of my suggestions,

which will help the rapid spread of the 
Mr. D. H. Chandrasekhariah, Piesi- literacy movement. The co-operation

dent. Legislative Council, then deliver- 0f jocaj bodies and officers of the State
ed his presidential address a few ex- js essential for the organisation of lite-
tracts from which are given below. racy work and I suggest that Govern-

“Education is as necessary for the ment will give instructions to their
full employment of one’s mental abili- officers in this matter, 
ties, as food is necessary for the full I consider that if the Government
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proclaim the extension of franchise to The report of the State Literacy
all persons obtaining literacy certi- Council for the first five months was
ficates, it may give a new life to the read by Mr. S. V. SRINIVASA RAO,
movement. Besides for the appoint- the Organising Secretary,
ment of low ministerial staff, literacy
may be made a qualification. There was a symposium on literacy

m -r ■. . . . , in which Messrs. Navarathna Rama
The Literacy movement is big and Rao, Dr K. N Kini, Sri'R. Kalyanamma,

it needs the co-opeiation of all stu- M Ismail sheriff, K. Sampathgiri Rao
dents, public servants, existing and and M A. Srinivasa Iyengar took part,
retired, members of panchayats, dis­
trict boards, and legislature, in short Mr. N. Rama Rao pointed out that
of all educated persons imbibed with the night schools should be run more
patriotism and self-sacrifice to work as in the form of Clubs which will help to
pracharaks,’ teachers, supervisors and refresh the tired minds and bodies of

in many other capacities. Above all workers who have toiled during the
it requires increasing support of day.
Government and I hope you will get it.

t) • i , a r\ ttt j . Dr. K. N. Kini described the work-Rajasevasakta A. R. Wadia, pro- ■ , , , , , . . . ,j . x inS 0* adult schools in America whereposed a vote of thanks to the Dewan , . . .j 1 ■ j tt 1 , , general and vocational education ofand the President. He remarked that iTn;„or ■*. „ , , .1nt1 ... , University standards was impartedthe year 1941 w.Il stand out as a re- through the schools,
markable year in the history of educa­
tion of the State, as it marked the Mr. M. A. Srinivasa Iyengar, des-
transfer of education to a non-official cribed the importance of preliminary
minister and the inauguration of the propaganda to rouse the interest of the
adult literacy movement. He stressed illiterate people in the movement,
the importance of voluntary work, side
by side with paid work in this great task, With the President’s closing re-
and promised full co-operation from marks and vote of thanks by the Secre-
the staff and students of the education tary the Conference came to a success-
Department. ful close.

IB. p , aDult dBDiication association
(ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES)

“ Two Year' Course in Political Theory'’

By P rofessor P. A. W adia  
At the University, South Wing on Fridays at 6-30 p. m.

1940-41 JUNIOR YEAR-MONSOON TERM Fundamental concepts
Definition and scope. Society, community, nation, race,
Relation of the subject to other association, and institutions, 

social sciences. Two fundamental principles.
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(1J Institutions are instrumental Legal view: Theory of natural
to life. rights, Functional view of rights :

(2) Human life which institu- CD The right to life,
tions serve is an organic (2) The right to work,
whole, and functions as a (3) The right to an adequate wage,
whole. (4) The right of the unborn.

Concept of human life (5) The right to education.
Analysis of the elements that enter '6) The right to leisure.

into the fulness of human life. The ri«ht to share in ^overn-
„ f . . . ment.Survey of institutions, their origins

and growth : (8) The right to liberty :
(1) Social. (2) Educational. (3) <“> fJN*>m of1speech'

Economic. (4) Political. ( «  freedom of meeting,
(5) Religious. (c) freedom of conscience,

(a) economic freedom in all
Concept of the State aspects.

Sovereignty : Its origin and changes -------
in the concept of sovereignty. 1941-42 SENIOR YEAR-MONSOON TERM
Principle of Nationality ■ .T , , . , (9) The right to property.History: Its value and its weak- . , x „Justification of the right: (a) On
neSS£S' psychological, (b) Ethical, (c‘ Histori-
Grounds of Political obligation caj groun(jS) (^) Functional view.

(1) The social contract theory, Hereditary property.
Hobbes, Locke Rousseau, _. , j / v tt r*„ Theories of reward : (a) Equality
Pencel- , cp • of income, (b) Remuneration to be

( sc'hkeorce y' dema" d and s“pp'^  M  To
. ' ,. . . -r tj each according to his needs, (d) A(3) The idealistic theory, I . H. . . . . . ,_ civic minimum—differences in rewardGreen, Bosanquet. , . , . . , , ,beyond the minimum determined by

social needs.
1940-41 JUNIOR Y E A R -W IN T ER  TERM (1 0 )  The r i g h t  to equality :

The State as a moral and spiritual (a) Abolition of privileges,
organism. (&) Equality of oppor-

The end of the state : (a) Inade- tunity, (c) Equality in
quate views, Liberty, Democracy, wealth, (d) Political
Justice. (b) The promotion of a full equality,
life, (c) The removal of hindrances. Province of Government

The relation of the state to the in- Individualism : Its presuppositions,
dividual. Defence of individualism:
The concept of individuality (1) On a priori grounds,
The concept of rights (2) On historical grounds.
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Socialism, as Criticism of individual- Classification of Governments.
1Sm‘ . . .  Organisation of citizens: Party

As a scheme of economic institu- system, Group system, Method of elec­
tions. tion.

Contrasted with present day wes- t, w  1 . iRelation between the citizen andtern economic institutions. , •his representative.
Defence of socialism:

m  ■ ■ j Legislature: Organisation, Mem-
f prWn feroun s’ bership and functions, period of office,

(2) On historical grounds.° size.
Relation of executive to legislature.

1941-42 SENIOR YEAR -WINTER TERM („) The American system,
Potitical Institutions (b) The British system,

Government, Functions of Govern- ^  ^he FrencIi system.
ment- The executive, its functions, Size,

Theory of separation of power. Relation between members, relation to
Theory of checks and balances. citizen body.
Written and unwritten constitu- The administrative machinery,

tions. The principles of local Government.

IB o o k  EU trie tii S e c t i o n

3 1 Adult Schools by Ernest Champness, with the emphasis laid on literacy. He
pp. 80, price lsh. 6d.—The Religious refers to the three visits of Grundtvig
Education Press, Wallington, Surrey. to Englandfrom Denmark during 1829-

This fascinating little book opens 1831 and favours the view that these
with a Foreword by the present Arch- J1SltSj. a something to do with the
bishop of York. The name of the *°“nd,"g. of ,he Damsh Copies’ High
author is well-known to people inter- , C °° . ovement' *n l^e third phase
ested in adult education in India, for he e notices t e ounding of the monthly 
has been one of the most faithful and magazine ne and All in 1891 and
genuine promoters of interest in adult traces t ie setting up of the National
education not only in his own country Council of Adult Schools in 1899. In
but even in this land. discussing the present in a most open

T ,i r , i /■ , , , ,• anc* Practical mannei, this is how
In the hist 16 pages of the book, the he attempts to outline the broad aims of

author gives a brief history of the three the Adult School Movement:_“There
p ases noug i w ic t e Adult School has always been an unwillingness to
Movement in England has passed. pledge the Adult School Movement to

ese ate concise y written and yet they any aims or commitments which tend
give one the spmt of the whole move- to break the catholic nature of its
ment. he author traces the beginnings fellowship by raising controversial
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questions as to different means for at- a special book, or books, for study,
taining agreed ends. At various times while the students’ written work on the
throughout its history, attempts have subject is sent to the tutor for examina-
been made to link it with Socialism, tion and criticism. Only a nominal
Pacifism, Total Abstinence, and other charge is made for this service.”—
causes, but the good spirit of the Move- (p. 41). His brief references to other
ment has resisted. Something similar types of work such as the organization
has ruled its methods when the National of Summer Schools for unemployed
Council has been urged to pass resolu- men and women and of Arts and Crafts
tions on public questions, and the de- Exhibitions and Musical Festivals are
sire has always been to encourage mem- suggestive for Indian conditions.
bers to study, know the facts, make up The author quotes the tribute of the
their own minds with intelligence, and Rt. Hon’ble Ernest Bevin, Labour Mem-
then work out their conclusions in the ber in the present British Cabinet:—
party to which fhey belong or the cricles “ I first attended the School in my
where they individually move. In this ‘teens and I have never failed to ac-
matter Quaker influence was felt, re- knowledge the value I derived from the
suiting in a curious compromise. The classes. There were not then all the
Friends have always mistrusted formal opportunities for acquiring knowledge
statements of creed or aims, as they open to lads in my position that there
felt that such were merely human ver- are now, and certainly not the facilities
bal limitations placed on the freedom for using them. What I liked about
of God’s Spirit.” (Page 31). He draws the Adult School was that it taught you
pointed attention to the fact that most to think, to reason, to be tolerant of
schools “accept into membership those the other person’s point of view, to ex-
who profess a religion other than amine the facts, and helped you to de-
Christianity,” or who are opposed to velop the ability to exercise judgment,
any form of religion and to encourage added to which, of course, there was
them freely to express their opinions. the good fellowship, the social outlook,

To readers in India it will be of in- and the awakening of a social consci- 
terest that the Adult School, apart from ence.”
taking up the excellent Handbook, pub- The Movement has always been in-
lished annually by the Movement, goes terested in promoting international con-
into Correspondence Courses also. tacts and Mr. Champness refers to the
"Some Adult School folk have felt the growth of the Indian Movement for
need for guided home studies and the Adult Education. On page 58, he re-
National Adult School Union has en- fers to the Indian J ournal of Adult Edu-
zdeavoured to meet this by the organi- cation and says that it was founded as
ation of Correspondence Courses. the official organization of the Move-
These cover a wide range of subjects, ment by the Indian Adult Education
such as : The appreciation of Music, Association in 1939 at Bhagalpur. Ac-
Map Reading, the English language, tually the Journal was in existence al-
Economic History, the New Testament, ready. The Conference simply recog-
The tutor for the particular course sets nised it as its official Organ. This
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slight inaccuracy will be corrected, we tion Programme” are of sterling worth
hope, in a second edition. In the last and will be welcomed by field workers,
chapter Mr. Champness discusses the . . .
future and gives the chapter the sub- Mr' MukerP has an intimate ac-
headingof “Crisis.” He believes that- c3uain!ance W!th the problem of rural
the Adult School Movement in England reconstruction in general, and with that
has a great future because he believes ° , adu ' educatlon ln Particular. And
that, “An ac ive Adult School in every Wha' IS iUSt as lmP°rtant he has a
town and large village throughout the S°Und knowled§e of the mentali y of
land could play a great part in the the average village adult and of the way
growth of a better civiliza.ion.” educational material should be present­

e r , , ed to him.We earnestly hope that this book
will be widely read in India. It tells a The authpr has of necessity had to
story beau tfully and simply of a Move- condense and simplify his ma’erial
meni from which we in this country throughout. But he has provided an
have much to learn. excellent Manual for Adult Education

workersWe congratulate Mr. Champness
on this attractive and painstaking work The book contains four schemes on
which breathes something of the spirit lhc subject in outline. These are very 
of the man himself. suggestive. It also gives a useful bib-

„ liography
Ra n jit  M. Ch etsin g h .

y  _____  Bim al  Ch a tterji, B. A.

Manual for Workers in Adult Education t ,• • vi .
Centres (in Bengal) by B. C. Mukerji, p , " . ™ ;  (In Urdu) by W. M. 
M. A., published by the Department of ,y UW A., and Pandit Hansraj of
Rural Reconstruction, Government of the Christian High School, Kharar,
Bengal, pp. 55. In Bengali. pp. 144, price As. 6/-, to be had of >he

Manila 1 Press,Kharar, Ambala District, 
, Punjab.This is one of the most valuable

additions to the existing hand-books on
Dr. Laubach's system of educating the Kharar is now well-known as a
adult. After acquainting the worker centre of creative educational work,
with the odds which he will have to The Masha’l Press has rendered a dis-
face, the author stresses the fact that dncl servicc to the cause of primary
the canker of illiteracy is at the root of education throughout he country by
all the ills of Rural India. The book producing this invaluable book for use
contains practical suggestions and in- with children. There are 28 games for 
structions for the efficient functioning training of the senses; 47 designed
of an Adult Education Centre. The to irnprove the knowledge of Urdu; 36 
method of teaching the adult, has been well-worked out arithmetic games and 
dealt with exhaustively. The three I® dealing ’ith geography, 
chapters on Things one should know The book has been well-printed and
and the one on the Rural Reconstruc- a good many of the games given are
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made easily intelligible by the drawings East & West:—by Rene Guenon,
provided. We have no doubt that the TL , , nr „ „ . „. ,
book will be widely used. The Masha’I M & Peace in l5,am:̂ y
Press might consider the possibility of â K 13 un'
putting it into other vernaculars, e. g. The Cultural P r o b le m Oxford Uni-
Hindi. versity Press. Pamphlets on Indian

FORTHCOMING REVIEWS. Affairs.
Urdu Oani-ki-Kitaben :—Parts I and II 

We regret that pressure on space produced under the supervision of
has held up a review on General & Social Maulvi Mohamed Sajjad Mirza Sahib,
Psychology by R. H. Thouless, Univer- M. A. (Cantab), also Jeet— A Magazine
sity Tutorial Press, London. for Hyderabad Troops.

S A M P L E  • ' ' ;;
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Printed and Published by H. J. Harwood, at the Lucknow Publishing House Lucknow
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LIVING NAMES
Groups of short, graphic biographies of men and women -whose 

names frequently occur in current literature and conversation.
By John Walton—Is. each

SIX PHYSICISTS : Galileo, Newton, Davy, Farady, Kelvin,
Mme Curie

SIX DOCTORS : Harvey, Pasteur, Lister, Rontgen, Jenner, Ross
SIX REFORMERS : Wilberforce, Peel, Elizabeth Fry, Shaftesbury,

Florence Nightingale, Barnardo
SIX EXPLORERS : Marco Polo, Columbus, Cook, Captain Sturt,

Livingstone, Captain Scott
By H. G. Rawlinson—Is.

MAKERS OF INDIA: Asoka, Sri Harsha, Akbar, Sivaji, Rangitsingh,
Sir Saiyid Ahmed Khan, Mahatma Gandhi ,

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
B O M B A Y  C A L C U T T A  M A D R A S

A  G O O D  O P P O R T U N IT Y  F O R  A D U L T  E D U C A T IO N  E N TH U SIA ST S

A few sets of Volumes I and II of the Journal are available for sale.

A good guide and reference record for those interested 

in Adult Education in India.

Volume I •• Rs- 3 0 0

Volume II »* 2 12 0 !

The Manager, The Indian Journal of Adult Education,

Friends' Settlement, Hoshangabad, C. P.
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