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Indian Adult Education Association

Rajyogi BK Mruthy

Conference began with a grand
Inaugural Function held in the Dadi
Prakashmani Training Centre Hall,
Saraswati Bhawan, Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya,
Abu Road, Rajasthan on January 9,
2025 at 9:30 a.m. The conference was
inaugurated by the Chief Guest Rajyogi
BK Mruthyanjaya Bhai, Additional
Secretary, Brahma Kumaris who
lighted the Ceremonial Lamp along
with Prof. (Dr.) B.K Pandiamani,
Director, Value Education, Brahma
Kumaris; Prof. K. Parthasarathy,

Former Vice Chancellor, Tamil Nadu
Open University, Chennai; Prof. N. K.

International
and Lifelong
& Former

Ambasht, Visitor,
Institute of Adult
Education, New Delhi
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The 65th All India Adult Education

B F R R B A

Chairman, National Institute of Open
Schooling; Prof. L. Raja, President,
IAEA; Shri S.C. Khandelwal, General
Secretary, IAEA; Shri K.K. Sethi,
Former Secretary, Govt. of Madhya
Pradesh and Smt. Kalpana Kaushik,
Director, IAEA.

Delivering the inaugural address
Rajyogi BK Mruthyanjaya Bhai said,
“Now a days the colour has become
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more important than the content.
Whether it is the principle of physics or
mathematics or any core discipline, it
is taught across the world as universal
truth. But ‘spiritualism — the key of
human consciousness, mental
equilibrium and eternal peace’ fails to
get the same treatment. Brahma
Kumaris has delved deep into the
realm to propound the universality of
spiritualism and its essentiality for
dglobal peace, both at individual and
societal plank”. He further said that

ted 65th AIAEC

learning is a lifelong process and
Prajapita Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya,
the unique university of universal
peace invites every individual to know,
understand, accept, imbibe and
become an apostle of peace for
himself/herself, society and the whole
creation. He expressed immense
pleasure for conducting the 65th All
India Adult Education Conference at
this universal university and blessed
everybody to take dedicated efforts
towards realizing the goal of universal
education and brotherhood.

Rajyogi BK Mruthyanjaya Bhai along
with all the dignitaries on dais released

.

the Abstract Booklet covering the
abstracts of 56 research papers to be
presented by the scholars in the
conference.

The inaugural function began with
the rendering of prayer Dby
Dr. R. Kalpana followed by the
melodious Welcome Song by Madhur
Vani Group which also conducted
cultural programme showcasing the
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spirit and message of the conference.

All the programmes were enjoyed and

appreciated by the participants.
Thereafter, Smt. Kalpana Kaushik

introduced the
Indian Adult
Education
Association and

the core
objectives of the
65th All India V‘
Adult Education \ &
Conference.

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA
welcomed all the
dignitaries and
the delegates
coming from

different parts of
the country to
attend the
national
conference.

Rajyogini BK Sheilu Didi who had
spent more than seven decades of
dedicated services towards the cause
of humanity, while extending her
blessings desired every individual to
peep inside his/her own mind and
deeds to find the reason hampering
togetherness. The lack of the will and
readiness to sacrifice short lived
pleasures has resulted into family
chaos. Consequently, around half a
century ago divorce which was a rare
or nonexistent practice has now
become a common phenomenon, she
said. Sheilu Didi invited every delegate
to spent a few days in Brahma Kumaris
to realize his/her inner self.

Thereafter, Rajyogi BK Mruthyanjaya
Bhai and Rajyogini BK Sheilu Didi
handed over the prestigious Nehru
and Tagore Literacy Awards for the
year 2021, 2022 and 2023 along with
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the first IAEA Lifetime Achievement
Award and IAEA Special Award. Each
recipient was dgiven a Shawl, a
Shreephal, Citation, Plaque and a
Cheque of honour.

NEHRU LITERACY AWARD

Shri K. Shiva Kumar — 2022
(Received by Shri Neehar Chaturvedi, TVS Srichakra Ltd. )

Md. Akram Khan — 2023

TAGORE LITERACY AWARD

Wang]mg Women and Gtrls Soctety 2021
(received by Shri L. Premananda Singh, Secretary, WWAGS)

Dr. Kezevino Aram — 2023

IAEA SPECIAL AWARD

Mrs. Ranjana Ray — 2023
(Received by Dr. Koninika Ray, Trustee)

IAEA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Shri K.C. Choudhary — 2023
(Received by his son Shri Rajesh Choudhary)

Once the citations for each of the
awardees were readout, they were
invited for the acceptance speech.

The Inaugural Address of the
conference was delivered by Prof. (Dr.)
B.K Pandiamani, Director, Value
Education, Brahma
Kumaris who is an
embodiment of
lifelong learning.
While delivering the
inaugural address
Prof. Pandiamani
shared the story of his first encounter
with Lifelong Learning Centre at
Gandhigram Rural University at
Dindigul, Tamil Nadu and explained
how he got motivated to take
challenges in his life. Narrating the self-
disciplined life at Brahma Kumaris Prof.
Pandiamani said that the delegates of
the 65th AIAEC are really the blessed
souls as they have got an out of turn
chance to spent almost four days in the
spiritual world of Brahma Kumaris. This
has happened due to the blessing of
supreme soul on each of them. He
advised the delegates to carry the best
of values they encounter with in this
complex and enrich their life to get rid
of the complexities.

The vote of thanks in the Inaugural
Session was extended by Shri S.C.
Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA
who from his bottom of heart thanked
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IAEA is making concerted effort to create awareness on
health, hygiene, literacy and skill acquisition among the
residents of slum areas located at ITO and its surrounding
areas. The basic objective of all these programmes is to
engage them in creative activities and thereby enhancing
their quality of life. Recently, a couple of competitive
programmes were organized on the eve of Basant Panchami
for motivating the students specifically the dropout girls to
enroll themselves with training centre as well as to continue
their studies. A Quiz Competition was organized on
February 4, 2025 in which more than 100 questions related
to general awareness on health-hygiene and education were
responded and replied by the participants. Beautiful gifts
were presented to all the winners which was cherished not

only by the participants but also by the crowed assembled
there. Members of the staff of IAEA including Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer, Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-
Documentation Officer, Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, Programme
Associate, Shri Vinay Chhetri, Senior Assistant, Shri Jai
Bhagwan, Assistant, Shri Surender Singh, Caretaken, Shri
Kishore, MPW and Ms. Meena Rawat, Mental Health Counselor
were also present on the occasion.

Prof. Kumar Ashutosh V’lSlted IAEA

Prof. Kumar Ashutosh,
Head, Department of
Continuing Education
and Extension, University
of Delhi along with
another faculty member |
visited IAEA on January
27, 2025. He had a i
detailed discussion with Prof. N. K. Ambasht, Visitor and
Prof. S.Y.Shah, Director, IIALE and Prof. Rajesh, Sr. Professor,
DACEE, University of Delhi and Treasurer, IAEA on a number
of important aspects related to the execution of Unnan Bharat
Abhiyan and ULLAS. Shri M.L.Sharma, Finance Head, IAEA
also joined the discussion.
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A meeting of the staff of IAEA was was participated by all the staff their
Presided

convened on March 21, 2025 which members.

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA the
meeting was also addressed by

Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General
Secretary and Prof. Rajesh,
Treasurer & Office In-charge.

Prof. Raja elaborated the impending
challenges before lifelong learning
education and the role of IAEA. He
asked all the staff members to do
best for accomplishing

over Dby institutional responsibility.

Executive Committee Meeting

Committee of IAEA was held on March 20, 2025 at 4.30
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PM at University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences
(RAJUVAS) Bikaner, Rajasthan under the Chairmanship of
Prof. L. Raja, President which was participated by 18 EC
members. The EC Confirmed the minutes of the last EC
meeting held on January 9, 2025 Prajapita
Brahmakumaris Ishwariya Vishwavidhalaya, Abu Road,
Rajasthan; approved of the report of programmes and
activities conducted from January — February 2025 and
deliberated on the points mentioned under any other
matters.

The EC paid a reach tribute to the departed soul of Smt.
Kalpana Kaushik, Director. The meeting ended with a vote
of thanks proposed by Prof. Rajesh, Treasurer, IAEA.
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all the dignitaries

who graced the
occasion specifically
Rajyogi BK

Mruthyanjaya Bhai
=~ and Rajyogini BK

Sheilu Didi for their
He also expressed his

blessings.
dratitude towards each and everybody
present on the occasion.

The inaugural function
beautifully conducted
by BK Chanda Behn,
HQ Coordinator, Media
Wing, Mount Abu who
was also the Master of
the Ceremony.

was

Keynote Address

The Keynote Address on ‘Lifelong
Learning in Transforming the Indian
Knowledge System" was delivered by

Prof. K. Parthasarathy, Former Vice
Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Open
University, Chennai, Tamil Nadu. Prof.
Parthasarathy while exploring the
manifestation within the Indian
Knowledge System offered deep insight
into how ancient wisdom can inspire
modern approaches to education, skill-
building, and self-awareness. He said
that the National Education Policy 2020
has really widened the scope where
every individual irrespective of his/her
socio-economic and deographical
boundaries can continue his/her
journey towards excellence. The
principles of lifelong learning as
articulated in IKS has not only
encouraged the scholars to maximize
their efficiency but has also equipped
them to address the challenges of the
21st century in a better way.

The Keynote Address session was
chaired by Prof. N.K. Ambasht, Visitor,
International Institute of Adult and
Lifelong Education, New Delhi &
Former Chairman, National Institute of
Open Schooling while the Vote of
thanks was extended by Prof. P.A.
Reddy, Treasure, IAEA & Former
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Director & Head, Department of Adult
and Continuing Education  Sri
Venkateshwara University, Tirupati,
Andhra Pradesh.

Plenary -1

The session was designed to discuss
and deliberate on the Keynote Address
in which various questions, queries and
suggestions were raised/given by the
delegates including Prof. L. Raja, Prof.
Rajesh, Prof. Asha Verma, Prof. V.
Reghu, Dr. D. Uma Devi, Prof.
Gorakhnath Kamble and many others.
The session was concluded with the
words of Prof. Ambasht who gave a
deep insight into the working of human
mind and its relation with the mode of
teaching specifically andragogy in
context of gerontology.

General Body and Executive
Committee Meetings

INDIAN ADULT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

GENERAL BODY MEETING

The General Body meeting of the
Association was held on January 9,
2025 at 4:00 p.m which was followed
by Meeting of Individual Members to
elect Council Members from amongst
them.

At 6:00 p.m.

the Executive

Committee meeting was held under the

Chairmanship of Prof. L. Raja which
was facilitated by Smt. Kalpana
Kaushik, Director, IAEA.

The result of the election held for
Council Members was declared on the
same day at 7:30 p.m.

In order to have a thorough
discussion on various emerging issues
surrounding adult and lifelong
education in contemporary world the
theme of the conference was further
divided into 10 sub-themes and
academic papers were invited to
streamline the discourse and
synchronize the outcomes for a very
specific and focused declaration.
Within the specified time 56 abstracts
were received and scholars were asked
to present their paper in the six parallel
sessions held on January 10, 2025.
However, in view of paucity of time only
26 presentations could be
accommodated. Each session was
chaired/co-chaired by distinguished
professors and reported by scholars,
the details of which, is as follows:

Parallel Session - 1

Sub-Theme-1: Sociological Influence in
Lifelong Learning in India

Chairman: Dr. BK Pandiamani, Director,
Value Education, Prajapita Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya, Vishwa Vidyalaya,
Abu Road, Rajasthan

Co-Chairman: Shri Mrinal Pant, Joint
Secretary, Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi

Rapporteur: Dr. Nitish Anand, Guest
Faculty, Department of Adult and
Continuing Education and Extension,
North Campus, University of Delhi,
Delhi.

Papers Presented:

1. Gender Differences in Defence
Mechanisms of Parents with
Differently Abled Children from
Lifelong Learning Perspective by
Dr. Subrata Sen, Guest Faculty,
Department of Education, North-
Eastern Hill University, Shillong,
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Meghalaya & Prof. B. P. Sahu,
Dean, School of Education, NEHU,
Shillong.

Sociological Influence of Lifelong
Learning in India by Ms. Shivani,
Research Scholar, Manipur
International University, Manipur.

Life-Long Learning: An Approach
to Social and Economic
Transformation of Elderly People
by Shri Sorokhaibam Cavendish
Singh, Research Scholar and & Dr.
Sharmila Thingbaijam, Assistant
Professor, Department of Adult
Continuing Education &
Extension, Manipur University
Canchipur, Imphal.

Parallel Session - 2

Sub-Theme-Z

Professional

Development through LLL

Chairman: Dr. D. Uma Devi, Associate
Professor, Women’s Study Centre Sri
Padmavati Women’s University, Tirupati
Co-Chairman: Dr. Chayanika Uniyal,
Associate Professor, Shyama Prasad
Mukherji College, University of Delhi

Rapporteur: Ms.

Medhavi Gupta,

Research Scholar, Department of Adult
and Continuing Education and
Extension, North Campus, University of
Delhi, Delhi.

Papers Presented:

1.

Lifelong Learning Perspective on
Coping Mechanism of the
Unemployed Youth in East Khasi
Hills District of Meghalaya by Shri
Andreas Rynjah, Research
Scholar, Department of Adult and
Continuing Education and Prof. B.
P. Sahu, Head, Centre for Distance
Education, NEHU, Shillong.

Threads of Change: A Lifelong
Learning Strategy for Women’s
Entrepreneurial Empowerment in
the Weaving Sector of Ri-Bhoi
District, Meghalaya by Shri Dexter
Sungoh, Research Scholar,
Department of Adult and
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Continuing Education, North Papers Presented:

Eastern Hill University, Shillong. 1. Interpersonal and Effective
Communication Skills of Out of
School Adolescent Girls:
Strategies for Lifelong Learning by
Shri Dipak Chandra Borah,

3. Professional Development
through Lifelong Learning by Shri
Faiza Akram & Shri Al Samad
Alam, M.A, Lifelong Learning and

Extension, Department of Research Scholar and & Prof. B.P.
Continuing  Education and Sahu, Professor, Department of
Extension, Faculty of Social Adult and Continuing Education,

North-Eastern Hill
Shillong.

Sciences, University of Delhi. University,

4. Lifelong Learning: A Way to Skill
Based Education by  Shri 2.
Tongbram Premchand, Research
Scholar and Dr. Lamalu Thaimei,
Associate Professor, Department

Role of Self-Determined Learning
in Promoting Lifelong Learning
Opportunities for All by Ms.
Parinita Batra, Research Scholar,

of Adult Continuing Education and Department of Adult  and
Extension, Manipur University, Continuing Education and
Canchipur, Imphal. Extension, North ~ Campus,

University of Delhi, Delhi.

5. Professional Development
Through Lifelong Learning by Dr. 3. Nutritional Deficiency Disorders
Jayashri P. Jawale, Jalgaon, among Pregnant Women in Urban
Maharashtra. Slums: A Review of Related
Literature in Lifelong Learning
6. Skilled Workforce: Lifelong Perspective” by Ms. Padmaja
Learning Enhancing Skills for Jagati, Research Scholar and
Career Growth by Dr. Chittibabu Lamalu Thaimei, Associate

Putcha, Assistant Professor and
Ms. Sujata Chhatri, Research
Scholar, Department of Lifelong
Education, Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar, Madhya
Pradesh.

Professor & Head, Department of
Adult Continuing Education and
Extension, Manipur University,
Indo-Myanmar Road, Canchipur,
Imphal.

4. Lifelong Learning for Rural
Transformation on Shri Sialloa
Sumleailal Aimol, Research
Scholar and Dr. Lamalu Thaimei,
Associate Professor & Head,
Department of Adult Continuing
Education and Extension, Manipur
University, Indo-Myanmar Road,
Canchipur, Imphal.

Parallel Session - 3

Interdisciplinary

Sub-Theme-3:
Approach through Lifelong Learning
Sub-Theme-4: Lifelong Learning for
Rural Transformation

Sub-Theme-5: Lifelong Learning and }Jnterd Colleg: . Dhc?bigha:'
Secondary Education ansdowne, auri arhwal,
Uttarakhand.

5. Lifelong Learning and Secondary
Education by Dr. Saurabh Misra,
Assistant Teacher, Government

Chairman: Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy,
Former Professor, Department of
Lifelong Learning, Sri Venkateswara
University, Tirupati

Co-Chairman: Dr. J. M. Panara, NSS
Programme Coordinator, Sourashtra
University, Rajkot, Gujarat

Rapporteur: Dr. Hari R.S. Assistant
Professor & Director, Lifelong Learning

&  Extension,  Marian College Sub-Theme-6 Lifelong Learnmg in

Kerala
(4]

Parallel Session ~ 4
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Jointly organised by
Rajasthan University of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, Bikaner

. &
Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi
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Outcome Based Education Perspectives and Practices in
Higher Education by Dr. Saru Joshi

Access to HEI in India according to NEP 2020: Equity and
Inclusive Prof. L. Raja

NEP 2020: A road map for Viksit Bharat, Dr. Anu Krishnan
Strategies Formulated by the NEP (2020) by Prof. M. C.
Reddeppa Reddy

Adoption of NEP at HIEs in Madhya Pradesh by Shri Mrinal
Pant

Revolutionizing Learning Outcomes: The Role of NEP
2020 and Al in Fostering University Students’ Digital
Efficacy, Positive Emotions, and Autonomous Learning
by Dr. Subrata Sen and Dr. B. P. Sahu

In pursuit of fulfilling individual as well as societal
aspirations/resolving the implementation challenges by
Prof. Jai Prakash Dubey

Decoding India’s Quest for Knowledge Society: The Ever-
Evolving Saga of Higher Education by Dr. V. Mohankumar
The Changing Scenario of Higher Education in Relation to
NEP 2020: Issues and Concerns by Dr M.V.S.S Prakasa
Rao & Ms. N. R. L. L Soujanya

Multiple Entry and Exit System (MEES) in Education by Dr.
K. Kavitha

Reviving Credibility and Status to the Distance / Open
Learning (Online and Offline) Education in the New
Education Policy 2020: Some Reflections by Dr. P.
Viswanadha Gupta

Online teaching and learning in Higher Education:
Digitalization of Instruction in Higher Education: An
Analysis of Teaching and Learning Process by Prof D.
Janardhana Reddy, Dr. K. Narsimulu and D. Sriveni
Privatization of Higher Education by Dr. M. S. Talwar
Vocationalization of Higher Education with special
reference to the study of Music by Satwana Chetterjee
National Education Policy (NEP) -2020: Reforms in Higher
Education with special reference to Vocational Education
by Dr. T. Sharon Raju

NEP 2020: Accessing Higher Education by the Differently
Abled by Dr. B. Anupama Devi

Gender Differences in Defence Mechanisms of Parents
with Differently Abled Children from Lifelong Learning
Perspective by Dr. Subrata Sen and Dr. B. P. Sahu
Lifelong Learning in the Context of NEP 2020 by Harish
Kumar

Integrating Life Skills and Volunteerism in the light of NEP
2020 by Dr. N. Johnson

NEP 2020 vis-a-vis the Issues of Medium of Instruction
and Privatization of Higher Education by Prof. Subbachari
Promotion of Quality Research: A Freirean Perspective by
Prof. Asoke Bhattacharya

The Teachers Contribution to the Sustainable
Development Goals by Dr. R. Sangeetha

NEP 2020: Teacher Education a vital input to quality
Higher Education by Prof. S. Vijaya Vardhini

NEP 2020: An Overview of the Policy in a Gender
Perspective by Dr. D. Uma Devi

Empowering Lives Through Literacy: Fulfilling the Dream
of NEP 2020 by Kalpana Kaushik
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26. NEP 2020: Steers towards Building Resilient Knowledge

Society by Shri Himachalam Dasraju

27.NEP-2020, Vision for India - Centered Education:

Challenges and Opportunities by Prof. G. Amuthavalli

28. Research Priorities in Higher Education with focus on NEP

2020 by Prof. V. Reghu

29. NEP 2020 - Accessing Higher Education by the Differently

Abled by B. Anupama Devi
= (AT F e

concluded with the rendering of the National Anthem.

IAEA welcomed Research Scholars from
University of Wiirzburg, Germany

On March 7,
2025, two research
scholars, Ms. Vanja
Bogdanovic  and
Ms. Julia Saam,
from the University
of Wiirzburg,
Germany, visited
the Indian Adult }
Education .
Association. During their visit, they had an interaction
on a few emerging issues in the field of adult education
with Prof. S.Y. Shah, former Professor, Group of Adult
Education, Faculty of Social Sciences, JNU, and
Director, International Institute of Adult and Lifelong
Education, New Delhi; Prof. Rajesh, Senior Professor,
DACEE, University of Delhi and Treasurer, IAEA; Shri
Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA; and Smt.
Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer,
IAEA. The discussion was focused on the role of adult
and higher education, with a particular emphasis on the
educational systems in India and Germany. Organized
as a part of an ongoing collaboration between the
University of Wirzburg and IIALE, this meeting was
aimed at exchanging ideas and exploring new trends in
adult and higher education. Shri Himansu Singh and Ms.
Khushi Sharma from the Department of Adult,
Continuing Education and Extension, University of Delhi
also participated in conversations.

The valedictory function of this widely covered seminar was
Chaired by Prof. Q. Janakiramaiah while Prof. Tyagaraju, the
Convener of the seminar, was the Chief Guest. Towards the
conclusion a detailed report on the seminar was presented by
the co convener Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy and the vote of
thanks was proposed by Dr. B. Ravi Naik. The seminar was
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Chairman: Dr. Asha Ramagonda Patil,
Director, Department of Continuing and
Adult Education & Extension Work,
SNDT Women’s University Mumbai,
Maharashtra

Co-Chairman: Dr. Subrata Sen,
Department of Education, North-
Eastern Hill, University, Shillong,
Meghalaya

Rapporteur: Ms. Parinita Batra,
Research Scholar, Department of Adult
and Continuing Education and
Extension, North Campus, University of
Delhi, Delhi.

Papers Presented:

1. Assessing Employability Skills
Among Students Through
Extension Activities at
Autonomous Colleges Affiliated to
Bharathidasan University,
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu by
Dr. Prakash S. V. A. and
Dr. Senthilkumar A, Assistant
Professors, School of Continuing
Education, Tamil Nadu Open
University, Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

2. Empowering Life-Long Learning in
Higher Education Through NDLI,
Co-authored by Dr. Senthilkumar
A. and Dr. Prakash S. V. A., School
of Continuing Education, Tamil
Nadu Open University, Chennai,
Tamil Nadu.

3. Awareness and Perception
towards Lifelong Learning
Amongst Higher Education

Students, by Dr. Namrata Kamble,
Associate Professor and Dr. Priya
Singh, Principal, School of
Education & Research, MIT Art
Design & Technology University,
Loni Kalbhor, Pune, Maharashtra.

4. Fostering Lifelong Learning in
Higher Education: Bridging Skills,
Knowledge, and Personal Growth
for the Future by Dr. Chayanika
Uniyal, Associate Professor at the
Department of History, Shyama
Prasad Mukherji College,
University of Delhi, and Dr. Amna
Mirza, Associate Professor at the
Department of Political Science,
Shyama Prasad Mukherji College,
University of Delhi.

5. An Exploratory Study of the
Transgender Faculty’s Lived
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Experience in Indian Higher
Education Institutions by Dr.
Geeta Mishra, Associate Professor
and Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Senior
Professor, Department of
Continuing Education &

Extension, University of Delhi.

K\ 5 N 1
Sub-Theme-7: Lifelong Learning and
Pre-School Education

Sub-Theme-8: Artificial Intelligence as a
Strategy for Empowering Lifelong
Learning

Sub-Theme-9: NGOs and Lifelong
Learning

Chairman: Dr. Dinesh Kapadia, Joint
Secretary / Director (Rtd.), Govt. of
Gujarat

Co-Chairman: Shri Harish Kumar S.,
Former Media Officer, State Resource
Centre, Kerala

Rapporteur: Ms. Reetu Trivedi, Assistant
Professor & HOD, Department of Law,
Jawaharlal Nehru Samriti, Govt. PG
College, Shujalpur, Dist. Shajapur,
Madhya Pradesh

Papers Presented:

1. Women Leadership and Artificial
Intelligence for Empowering
Lifelong Learning by Medhavi
Gupta Research scholar,
Department of continuing
education and extension,
University of Delhi.

2. Lifelong Learning: Empowering

Adults through Artificial
Intelligence by Ms. Sujata Chhatri,
Research  Scholar and Dr.
Chittibabu Putcha, Assistant

Professor, Department of Lifelong
Education, Dr. Harisingh Gour
Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar, Madhya
Pradesh.

3. Artificial Intelligence as a Strategy
for Empowering Lifelong Learning
by Prof. Dr. A. Muthumanickam,
Emeritus Professor (Education),

©

University of Madras (Former
Registrar & Former Professor &
Head (Education), Madurai
Kamaraj University, Tamil Nadu.

4. Empowering Youth through Skill
Development: A Critical Analysis
of NEP 2020 in Lifelong Learning
Perspective by Prof. B P Sahu,
Dean, School of Education, North
Eastern Hill University, Shillong
and Dr. B S Lyngdoh, Assistant
Professor, Jaintia Eastern College,
Shillong, Meghalaya.

Parallel session - 6
Sm—

Sub-Theme-10: Value Education in
Lifelong Learning

Chairman: Prof. Rajesh, Senior
Professor & Nodal Officer, Department
of Adult, Continuing Education and
Extension, University of Delhi, Delhi
Co-Chairman:  Porf. Harichandan
Dhaneswar, ICSSR Senior Fellow and
Former Proffessor-cum-Director,
Institute of Distance and Open Learning
University of Mumbai, Maharashtra
Rapporteur: Shri B.S. Lingdoh, Assistant
Professor, Jaintia Eastern College,
Shillong, Meghalaya

Papers Presented:
1. Value Education in Lifelong
Learning by Tannu Sister, the

Director Directorate of Value
Education, Prabhu Pasand
Building, Brahmakumaris,

Shantivan Campus, Talheti Abu
Road, Rajasthan.

2. Value Education and Lifelong
Learning by Ms. Kushbu Mathuria,

Research Scholar,
Brahmakumaris, Shantivan
Campus,Talheti Abu Road,
Rajasthan.

3. Bhagwat Gita me Gyan

Yogadarshan by Dr. Chintamani
Tripathi.
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Special session on “Lifelong
Learning in
Universities”

Indian

A special session on “Lifelong
Learning in Indian Universities” was
also organized to discuss and debate
the policy perspective laid out in NEP
2020 and the way it needs to be
harnessed for the furtherance of scope
of lifelong learning in higher education.
The session was chaired by Prof. V.
Reghu, a recipient of Tagore Literacy
Award & Former Controller of
Examinations, Rajiv Gandhi National
Institute of Youth Development
(RGNIYD), Tamil Nadu and addressed
by Prof. P. Adinaryana Reddy, Treasure,
IAEA and former Director, Department
of Lifelong Learning, SV University,
Tirupati; Prof. Rajesh, Vice President,
IAEA & Senior Professor & Nodal
Officer, DACEE, Faculty of Social
Science, University of Delhi; Prof. B. P.
Sahu, Head, Centre for Distance
Education, North  Eastern  Hill
University, Shillong, Meghalaya and Dr.
Asha Verma, Assistant Professor,
Qujarat National Law University,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat. The session,
moderated by Dr. D. Uma Devi,
Associate Professor, Centre for
Women’s Studies, Sri Padmavati
Women'’s University, Tirupati, Andhra
Pradesh, witnessed a vibrant but
nuanced deliberation on different
issues ailing the teaching-learning
process and employment prospects for
the scholars of lifelong learning in
higher education. A number of young
scholars along with a few senior
professors came forward to raise
questions about the appropriateness of
assigning priority to those coming from
other disciplines over scholars of
lifelong learning that too in the
appointments in AE departments in the
name of multi-disciplinary approach.
These questions were addressed by the
academicians on dais as well as by
Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA. It was
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concluded with the assurance given by
the chair that these emerging issues
will be raised through Abu Declaration.

Zakir
Lecture

Husain Memorial

The 30th Zakir Husain Memorial
Lecture was delivered by Dr. Kezevino
Aram, a recipient of Tagore Literacy

Award and Chairperson, Shanti
Ashram, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. This
session was chaired by Prof. K.
Parthasarathy, Former Vice Chancellor,
Tamil Nadu Open University, Chennai.

Delivering an insightful lecture on
transforming educational institutions
into spaces conducive for evoking
young minds to conceive multiple
innovative ideas Dr. Aram desired to
reshape the educational scenario in the
country so that the emerging social
needs of all the citizens can be
appropriately addressed. India is the
home of every fourth young person in
the world today and hence, has the
advantage to harness the demographic
dividends in its favour. However, it
depends on the way we are able to act
upon and address the needs of our
children, she said.

Education, in its every manifestation,
represents both an opportunity and a
right for the citizens. How perfectly it is
imparted or acquired is the prime
question. Dr. Aram said that much is
depended on the performance of the
two fundamental pillars, bureaucracy
and the educators, as they play crucial
role in shaping institutions and
ensuring an appropriate environment.
Children are born with numerous
neurons, each having capacity beyond

O

our imagination and hence, we need to
develop these tender minds with love,
care and compassion so that they grow
healthy and imbibe the best enabling
them to reach to the higher pedestal of
growth and development. Dr. Aram
explained how the philosophies
propounded by Tagore and Gandhi can
be utilized to solve some of the
challenging issues pertaining to higher
education in India especially of low
level of enrollment. Tagore emphasized
for cohesive learning environment
while Gandhi wanted a system where
learners learn  through  direct
observation and practice. Quoting
Maria Montessori’s invitation to a
school where Gandhi observes and
appreciates  students  consistent
dialogue with teachers Dr. Aram
emphasized for the same to happen
here in India. Citing an example of an
IIT student who observed the
prevalence of 'NATO" (No Action,
Talking Only) in the education system
Dr. Aram underlined the need to
connect higher education with real-life
work situations so that our scholars can
play active role in finding solutions for
rapid development. To address these
challenges, she proposed a
comprehensive educational model
driven by theory, practice, and praxis,
which she deemed essential for
achieving holistic education.
Furthermore, she advocated for the
integration of two distinct pathways: the
science-led pathway and the
humanities pathway, suggesting their
convergence could shape the future of
Indian higher education. Her vision
combines traditional wisdom with
contemporary needs, sugdesting a path
forward that honors both heritage and
progress while preparing students for
the challenges of the modern world.
Dr. Aram also dedicated the Tagore
Literacy Award bestowed on her to the
women activists, academicians and
functionaries who are endeavoring
hard to elevate their position on the
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National Seminar on
Implementation of NEP 2020: Status, Challenges and Strategies

S
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- National Seminar on
) lementation of NEP 2020 with
Special Reference to the Transformation of Higher education:
Status, Challenges and Strategies
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The NEP 2020, is a comprehensive policy framework
aimed at transforming the Indian Education System and
rests on five pillars - Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability,
and Accountability. The policy outlines its vision for the
future of the educational landscape in India and to convert
it into a studentfriendly affair. It is focused on individual
development by providing flexibility in the course structure
by endorsing the concept of the Academic Bank of Credits
as a means of promoting flexibility and credit mobility in
higher education to increase access to higher education for
all sections of society. The policy is being implemented for
the last three years and the pace of the progress of the
various parameters of the policy is at different stages and
need to identify the strengths and weaknesses so as to
replicate the strengths and rectify the deficiencies.

In the light of the above the Department of Education Sri
Venkateswara University, Tirupati and the Indian Adult
Education Association, New Delhi jointly organized a
National Seminar on “Implementation of National
Educational Policy 2020 with Special Reference to the
Transformation of Higher Education.

Keeping in view of the objectives nine sub-themes were
identified which were discussed in detailed throughout five
technical sessions and two invited talks.

Held at the Senate hall of the Sri Venkateswara University
the seminar was inaugurated and presided over by Prof. M.
Bhupathi Naidu, Registrar, SV University who laid emphasis
on the five pillars of the policy viz., Access, Equity, Quality,
Affordability, and Accountability in all the stages of
education. He expressed his desire that the policy should
ensure the vocationalisation of education at all levels so as
to produce the qualified but skilled manpower so as to make
use of them in the industry for overall development of the
country. The Chief Guest Prof. Ch. Appa Rao, the officiating
Vice Chanceller of the University while delivering the
inaugural speech touched upon various stages of
implementation of the NEP and desired that the Central and
State governments should come-up with adequate financial
assistance to the universities for maintaining the staff
expenditure, filling the vacant positions, liberal funding for
the research etc.

Distinguished academicians who shared their views in the
seminar included Prof. S. Dayanada, former Vice Chancellor,
Geetham University; Prof. Nemma Venkat Rao, former Vice-
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Chancellor, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University,
Srikakulam; Prof. L. Raja, President, Indian
Adult Education Association, New Delhi and
former Professor, GRI, Tamil Nadu; Prof. K.
Sudha Rani, the Principal, S. V. University
College of Arts; Prof. Ch. Appa Rao, the
officiating Vice Chancellor, SV University.
The distinguished guest of the
programme Prof. S. Dayanada, former Vice
Chancellor, Geetham University pointed out
the salient features of the NEP and laid importance on the
restructuring of the curriculum, promotion of industry
related skill etc. to compete our students in the global
employment market. Prof. L. Raja spelt out the relevance
of NEP in realizing the concept of literate India and also in
converting the masses , p— T
into human resources. 8"
In the process he
suggested various
strategies to promote
education among the

margdinalized
population and the
steps in

mainstreaming them
in all spheres of life.
The abstracts of the seminar and a book entitled “Role of
Educators for Sustainability of the Society” edited by Prof.
P. Adinarayana Reddy and Prof. V R C Krishnaiah, the
President and Secretary of the S. V. U Retired Teachers
association was also released by Prof. K. Sudha Rani.

All the guests were welcomed by Prof. G. Janakiramaiah,
Convener and Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy, the Co Convener.
The vote of thanks was proposed by Smt. Kalpana Kaushik,
Director, Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi.

The technical sessions were chaired respectively by Dr. V.
Mohankumar, Visiting Professor, IIALE, New Delhi; Prof.
Subbachari, former Academic Dean, Dravidian University,
Kuppam; Prof. V. Reghu, Vice President, IAEA and Prof. B.
Niranjan Reddy, while reported by Dr. Viswanadha Gupta,
Shri Mirnal Pant, Joint Secretary, IAEA, Prof. T. Saran Raju
and Dr. Harinath, Department of Adult Education, SV
University. A total of 69 papers were received for
presentation in the seminar however, only following 29
papers could be presented due to paucity of time:
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who attended the

programme
Shri Kundan Bhagat, Manger Official Language Officer,
Regional Office, Cuttack; Shri Kalyan Kishore Mohanty,
Member, Angul District Child Welfare Committee; Shri

il m
Main was the Guest of Honour. Other eminent persons

includes

Sankar Behera, Treasurer and Shri Kailash Chandra Sahu,
Superintendent, Bajirout Chhatravas. All the speakers
wanted the programme of imparting functional literacy to
be continued on a wide scale. The program was conducted
by Campaign Coordinator Shri
Programme Coordinator. The vote of thanks was delivered
by Ms. Lipika Mohapatra.

Suryanarayan Nath,

“I salute the indomitable
courage and stellar

achievements of women.”

— Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
International Women’s Day

National Wehinar on RPL in Higher Education and the
Role of LLL & CE Departments

The University of Delhi, under the
esteemed Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA),
organized a significant national-level
webinar on February 11, 2025 on the
theme 'Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) in Higher Education and the Role of
Lifelong Learning and Continuing
Education Departments in India." The
event was conducted in collaboration
with the Indian Adult Education
Association and aimed to provide a
comprehensive discourse on the
importance of RPL and the
transformative role played by lifelong
learning and continuing education in
shaping the landscape of higher
education in India. The central focus was
to explore the nuances of RPL and its
potential to bridge the gap between
formal education systems and the
diverse learning needs of individuals. By
incorporating RPL, India has an
opportunity to enhance educational
inclusivity and provide pathways for
individuals from various backgrounds to
engage with higher education.

Among the distinguished speakers, Dr.
V. Mohankumar, Visiting Professor, IIALE,
New Delhi underlined the critical need for
systems that recognize informal and non-
formal learning experiences, advocating
for policies that foster the integration of
these forms of learning into the
mainstream education structure. Prof.
Rajesh, the Treasurer of the IAEA and
Senior Professor at the Department of
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Continuing Education & Extension, DU,
further enriched the conversation by
emphasizing the indispensable role that
lifelong learning and continuing
education departments play in fostering
an inclusive educational ecosystem. The
chief guest, Prof. S.Y. Shah, Director of
the International Institute of Adult and
Lifelong Education, New Delhi, delivered
a compelling address on the global
context of lifelong learning. He

highlighted how international trends in
lifelong education can offer valuable
lessons for India, stressing that lifelong
learning is not just a tool for personal

]
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role that Lifelong

development but also a critical driver for
national growth and social cohesion.
Prof. Raja passionately discussed how
RPL could address the educational
challenges faced by underserved
populations, particularly in rural and
marginalized areas. He underscored the
potential of RPL to offer second chances
to learners, facilitating greater
educational mobility and lifelong
employability.

The event was coordinated by Dr.
Geeta Mishra, Associate Professor at the
Department of Continuing Education &
Extension at DU and concluded with a
heartfelt vote of thanks from Smt.
Kalpana Kaushik, Director of IAEA.

— Ms. Parinita Batra
Ph.D. Research Scholar
DACEE

Ranjana Ray visited
IAEA

Ms. Ranjana Ray, |
Founder |
Member/Secretary,
Dr. A.V. Baliga
Memorial Trust and
recipient of IAEA
Special Award 2023
visited IAEA on January 6, 2025 to
express her gratitude. She had a
memorable discussion with Smt.
Kalpana Kaushik, Director, IAEA.
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ladder of development. She invited all
the female participants in the
conference to join their hands and
cherish the moment.

Presentation of Group
Reports and Discussion

Each of the parallel sessions were
reported by senior scholars who
presented a brief report on the
academic discussions held in the
groups represented by them. This
session was chaired by Dr. Gorakhnath
N. Kamble, former Professor,
Department of Adult, Continuing
Education & Extension Work, Shivaji
University, Kolhapur, Maharashtra. The
Rapporteurs who presented reports
included Dr. Nitish Anand; Ms. Medhavi
Qupta; Dr. Hari R.S; Ms. Parinita Batra;

Ms. Reetu Trivedi and Shri B.S.
Lingdoh. All the Rapporteurs found the
session to be very fruitful and
enriching. They thanked IAEA for
providing a chance to be a part of the
conference organizing team and
observe the academic activities from
close door. While appreciating the brief
and concise report presented by all of
them Dr. Kamble said that the session
and the reports presented there gave a
scope to all the participants to peep
into the academic activities conducted
simultaneously in the conference.

Valedictory Session

The Valedictory session commenced
with the welcome address delivered by
Prof. P. A. Reddy who extended a hearty
welcome to the dignitaries present on
the dais - Chief Guest of the valedictory
session Prof. B.K. Pandiamani, Prof. L.
Raja, Shri Suresh Khandelwal, Prof. V.

| P
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Reghu, Dr. Vinu Aram and Smt. Kalpana
Kaushik, Director, IAEA. Welcoming the
young scholars in audience and the
functionaries of Bhrahma Kumaris Prof.
Reddy underlined their aspirations and
quoting his own institutional
experiences said that the changing
dynamics of higher education has
propelled new issues which needs to
be addressed by ordanizations like
IAEA. He asked the young scholars to
interact with the veteran academicians
attending the conference and utilize
their free time for enhancing their
Knowledge bank.

Delivering the presidential address
Prof. L. Raja thanked all the

participants for their active and
meaningful participation which made
the conference a grand success.

Recalling his first interaction with the
Association he underlined the tradition
of IAEA to welcome young and budding
scholars and provided them an
academic platform for wide interaction
so that the issues pertaining to the field
of education, precisely adult and
lifelong learning gets a national voice.
Prof. Raja said IAEA will continue this
tradition to make the movement more
effective. Offering rich tribute to late
Shri K.C. Choudhary, Prof. Raja said
that IAEA is missing his presence
however, the first conference organized
in his absence is going well with his
blessings. He appreciated the rich
content of the Keynote Address on
Indian Knowledge System delivered by
Prof. K. Parthasrathy and the
electrifying, motivational and futuristic
vision of lifelong learning put forth by
Dr. Vinu Aram while delivering the 30th
Zakir Husain Memorial Lecture.
Presence of veterans like Prof. N. K.
Ambasth, Shri K. K. Sethi, Shri
Mafatbhai Patel has not only enriched
the academic discourse held during the
conference but provided a chance for
the budding scholars to peep into the
history of adult education which is
noteworthy, said Prof. Raja.

Prof. B.K. Pandiamani, the Chief
Guest in his Valedictory Address opined
that “lifelong learning alone can help

denerations to acquire
knowledge and skKills
and enable them to
ensure enhancement
-r e in the quality of life”.
- Referring to his own
L9 academic journey
Prof. Pandiamani said
that it was due to the motivation of a
lifelong learner he could successfully
obtained more than 40 post-graduate
degrees from universities and
institutions of national and
international repute. Society need to
appreciate this scope and opportunity
of lifelong learning and utilize it to the
best of their capacity to fulfil their quest
of learning and realize the dream of
development. Both Brahma Kumaris
and IAEA wish to contribute in the
improvement of quality of life of people
across the country. While Brahma
Kumaris has a universal spiritual vision
to help people to liberate them from all
sort of anxieties, IAEA has a legacy of
great adult educators and hence,
together we can do wonder for the
society.

It has been a tradition to summarize
the major findings and issues raised
during the conference into a
declaration so that
concerned authorities
at various levels may
be apprized with the
situation at the ground -
level. The Abu
Declaration was prepared by a
committee comprised of
Prof. N. K. Ambasht (Chairperson);
Prof. P. A. Reddy: Prof. V. Reghu;
Prof. Rajesh; Shri Suresh Khandelwal
and Shri Mrinal Pant which was read by
Prof. V. Reghu. Adopted unanimously
on January 10, 2025 by all the
participants, the Abu Declaration says:

We, the participants of the 65th All
India Adult Education Conference,
dathered at the Manmohini Campus,
Abu Road, Rajasthan, from January 9
to 11, 2025, reaffirm our dedication to
promote lifelong learning as a critical
element in shaping India’s educational
future. Recognizing the emerging
needs of individuals and communities,
we collectively resolve to:
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1. Integrate Lifelong
Learning Across Levels
Encourage the incorporation of lifelong
learning initiatives in secondary
education and higher education to
build a strong foundation for
continuous personal and professional
growth.

2. Address Societal Needs
Develop practical strategies to promote
lifelong learning as a tool to address
societal needs, ensuring access to
education opportunities and
development for all.

3. Leverage Technology for
Learning

Adopt and promote the use of
technologies to enhance accessibility,
efficiency, and personalization of
lifelong learning programs.

4. Strengthen Public Private
Partnerships

Work collaboratively with NGOs,
educational institutions, and other
stakeholders to implement inclusive
and impactful lifelong learning
programmes that influences diverse
segments of society.

5. Promote Value-Based

Education
Incorporate  moral and ethical
education into lifelong learning

programs to foster individual and
societal well-being.

6. Focus on Professional
and Social Development
Support initiatives that promote
professional skill development and
address social inequalities through
targeted lifelong learning opportunities.

7. Advocate to establish new
Centres/Departments of
Lifelong Learning and
Extension

Renewal and empowerment of existing
Centres/Departments in all Universities,
Colleges including NSS/NCC/ students
Clubs and other youth clubs in the
higher education institutions.
Encouraging the students in Lifelong
Learning activities.
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Infrastructure facilities may be
developed in all districts of India to
nurture lifelong learning programmes
which intron will strengthen the nation.

Our Call to Action

We commit to turning these
resolutions into actionable programs
and projects in partnership with key
stakeholders. By doing so, we aim to
create a more equitable and dynamic
educational ecosystem that supports
lifelong learning for all.

We extend our sincere gratitude to
the Indian Adult Education Association
and Brahma Kumaris for their
leadership and support in organizing
this vital conference.

Together, let us take forward the
mission of lifelong learning to empower
individuals and transform communities.

Entire establishment of the Brahma
Kumaris Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya
received a huge praise from all the
participants who were eager to share
their lively experience of the
conference. However, in view of
shortage of time only a few including
Dr. Gyanendra, Shri Rajendra Joshi, Ms.
Parinita Batra, Dr. SVA Prakash and Shri
RC Jhuria could share their experiences
which was appreciated by all.

The Vote of thanks was given by

Shri Khandelwal
categorically thanked
each and everybody
involved in organizing
the 65th All India
Adult Education
Conference at Brahma Kumaris from
the inception to its conclusion. He
paid emotional tribute to late Shri
K.C. Choudhary who visited Abu to
finalize the plan of conducting AIAEC.
Shri Khandelwal extended words of
thank to the recipients of Nehru and
Tagore Literacy Awards, IAEA Lifetime
Achievement Award and IAEA Special
Award, all the Key Speakers, Chairs,
Co-Chairs and Paper Presenters of all
the parallel sessions, Moderators,
Rapporteurs and the functionaries of
Brahma Kumaris who worked hand in
hand to make the conference a great
success. He specially thanked Prof.
B.K. Pandiamani, Prof. K.
Parthasarathy, Dr. Vinu Aram, Prof.
N.K. Ambasht, Shri K.K. Sethi and all
the members of Executive Committee
and Council of IAEA for extending
valuable cooperation throughout the
conference. At the end he thanked
from the bottom of his heart to Prof.
L. Raja, Smt. Kalpana Kaushik and all
the members of staff of IAEA for
putting every thing in place in time.

Shri S.C. Khandelwal, General The 65th All India Adult Education
Secretary, Indian Adult Education Conference was concluded with
Association, New Delhi. rendering the National Anthem.
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UNION SAKSHAR - Adulit Literacy Programme

The Union Bank of India, Mumbai has sanctioned a project
to the Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi for
imparting literacy and functional skills to the rural populace of
states — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal in their respective languages -
Malayalam, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Odia, and Bengali. IAFA is
implementing the project with the help of its State Branches
functioning in these states.
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The inaugural function here was held on the 26th December
2024 at village Anna Nagar, Peraiyur Panchayat, Madurai
District, Tamil Nadu under the Chairmanship of Dr. K. K.
Gurusamy, Chaiarman, Peraiyur Town Panchayat. The
programme was graced by the presence of Prof. L. Raja,
President, Indian Adult Education Association, New Delhi who
enumerated the objectives of the project and requested all the
stakeholders to work hand in hand to fulfil the target. Prof. Raja
appreciated the officials of UBI for sanctioning such an
initiative which certainly help target group to see the light of
letters.

Along with 40 beneficiaries the programme was also
participated by the officials of UBI including Ms. Ajjali Das,
Assistant Manager, Madurai Regional Office, Madurai; Shri
M. Etturajan, Manager, Peraiyur; Shri Varusai Muhamed,
Vice-President, Peraiyur Town Panchayat; Shri S. D.
Pandian, Secretary, Social Education Economic
Development Society (SEEDS), AruppuKottai,
Virudhunagar District; Shri Manikandan and Dr. Kalpana
Raja. While addressing the beneficiaries Ms. Ajjali Das
explained the message delivered by MS. Mani Megalai,
Chief, UBI, Mumbai. Entire programme was coordinated by
Dr. V. Chinnamurugan who also extended the vote of
thanks.

IAEA Newsletter
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In Kerala the inaugural function was held on January 20,
2025 at IWDMK, Chadayamangalam, Kollam which brought
together key stakeholders, community members, Local Self-
Government Institutions, and other programme facilitators,
emphasizing collective action and the transformative power of
education and empowerment.

The opening address was given by Shri S. Harish Kumar,
former Media Officer, State Resource Centre, while Prof. (Dr.)
V. Reghu, Vice President of the Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi delivered the Presidential Address. The
keynote address was delivered by Prof. L. Raja, President of the
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Indian Adult Education Association. Dr. Raja underlined the
need of such prgjects for improving the standard of living of
people from disadvantaged sections of society. He thanked
the officials of UBI and expressed the willingness of IAEA to
work jointly on such project in future as well. Other dignitaries
who addressed the audience included Shri Y. Sathyanarayan
Reddy, Deputy Regional Head of Union Bank of India; Smt.
Kala C.S., Senior Manager, Union Bank of India and Shri B.
Sajeev, Assistant Coordinator, District Literacy Mission. On the
occasion Prof. (Dr.) V. Reghu, recipient of the Tagore Literacy
Award was honoured by Shri Hari V. Nair, Block Panchayat Vice
President. The event got concluded with the vote of thanks
delivered by Smt. Sandhya M.C., Executive Committee
Member of Swaraj Bhavan Granthasala.

Odisha

In Odisha the inaugural function was held in the
premises of the Bajirout Chhatravas, Angul on February 1,
2025 which was participated by the local beneficiaries as
well as the officials of the Union Bank of India and the
Coordinator of the programme from IAEA. Shri Saroj
Kumar Rout, Regional Head, UBI, Cuttack was the Chief
Guest while Shri Yudhisthir Tarai, Brach Manager, Angul

January-March 2025



IAFA organized Interaction with the

Representatives of V

l
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In a bid to develop a network of voluntary
organizations committed to the cause of
community development IAEA has decided
to collaborate with agencies/institutions
working at the grassroots level in Delhi. On
April 23, 2025 representatives of Balak Mata
Centre, Jamia Milia Islamia, Azadpur and
Madanpur Khadar Daycare Centre, Pocketful
of Sunshine, Jamia Nagar visited IAEA to
interact with Shri Suresh Khandelwal,
General Secretary. Prof. Rajesh, Director
In-charge; Smt. Nishat Farooq, EC
Member; Shri M.L. Sharma, Office
Coordinator and Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer, IAEA were also
present during the discussion. A brief
presentation on the working of PFO
Sunhsine was dgiven by
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Ms. Tasneema Zaidi, Managing Director
and Smt. Vaidehi Subramani, Child
Right Activist & Consultant in the
ordganization. The team of IAEA listen
carefully to the proposals submitted by
both the organizations and assured to
extend every possible help to them to
scale-up the activities design for
sustainable community development.

A presentation was also given by a
group of social activists from Khilona
Bagh a socially and economically
deprived locality near Model Town,
Delhi. While listening their proposal
Prof. Rajesh, In-Charge Director told
that a team of scholars will be send for
conducting a need assessment at the
earliest.

R.N.I. No. 53577 /1991
Published on June 20, 2025

Prior to that the team of IAEA also
visited a Balak Mata Centre of Jamia
Milia Islamia located at Beri Wala Bagh,
Azadpur Market to see the activities and
programmes being orgnanised by the
centre specifically the creche for
nursery level children and the cutting
and tailoring centre for imparting skills
to young girls and women. The team
also had a detailed interaction with
Smt. Yashmin, Consultant; Ms.
Anjuman, SKkill Trainer and other
members of staff. Some of the
beneficiaries also approached Shri
Khandelwal seeking the cooperation of
IAEA for opening skill centres in other
deprived localities. They were replied
favourably by the General Secretary.

guide future reforms aimed at improving educational access,

quality, and equity.

UNDP (United Nations Development Programme). Human
Development Report 2025: A matter of choice: People and
possibilities in the age of Al United Nations Development
Programme, New York. 2025: 324p.

The Human Development Report 2025 looks at how digital

ASER. ASER Annual Status of Education Report (Rural) 2024
Provisional. New Delhi, ASER Centre, 2025.

The Annual Status of Education Report (Rural) 2024:
Provisional provides a comprehensive assessment of the state of
education in rural India. Conducted by the ASER Centre, the
report presents data on key educational indicators such as
enrollment rates, learning outcomes, infrastructure, and teacher
quality across various regions. This year’s provisional findings
highlight the ongoing challenges and progress in rural education,
emphasizing disparities based on socio-economic factors, gender,
and geographical location. The data also reflects the impact of
recent policy interventions and community-level educational
initiatives. By presenting these key findings, the report serves to
understand the evolving educational landscape in rural India and

technology and (Artificial Intelligence) Al are changing people’s
lives. It explains how these changes affect people at every stage
of life—from childhood to old age—and how they shape jobs,
education, and even politics. The report warns about new risks
and inequalities, but also highlights opportunities if digital tools
are used fairly and wisely.

The report also highlights the importance of freedom, privacy,
and fairness in a world shaped by Al It warns that without
careful planning, technology could increase gaps between rich
and poor, or between those with and without access to digital
tools. However, if guided by strong values and good policies, Al
can help solve big problems like climate change and support
human well-being.

- Neha Gupta
Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer
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A one day “Consultation on the Role
of the Indian Adult Education
Association in Nation Building” was
organized by IAEA at its Headquarters on
May 30, 2025. After the invocation of
morning prayer by Smt. Neha Gupta and
Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, the
programme began with the welcome
and opening address delivered by
Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA followed
by detailing of “Consultation
Objectives: Key Aims and Outcomes”
by Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge
and Treasurer, IAEA. Eminent
academicians and educational/administrative
planners including Prof. K. Ramachandran,
Chairman of the Focus Group on

IAEA Newsletter

Adult Education (NEP 2020);
Prof. Usha Sharma, Director, CNCL,
NCERT and Shri Deepak Vats, Joint
Secretary, UGC shared their
thoughtful insights with the august
gathering. All of them meticulously
explained the steps and
interventions IAEA needs to
make/implement in future in order
to reposition its legacy and apex
standing in present national
educational scenario. The inaugural
session of this consultation
programme was concluded with the
vote of thanks extended by
Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General
Secretary, IAEA. More than 70
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academicians, adult education
functionaries and administrative
professionals actively participated in
four different groups - Policy Strategy
and Planning, University/Colleges:
Community Linkages and Outreach,
Networking and Collaboration and
Gender Sensitization and shared
their views for a vibrant role to be
played by IAEA in the process of
nation building. The programme was
conducted by Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer, IAEA and Dr. Geeta
Mishra, Associate Professor, DCEE,
DU. The registration desk was
managed by Shri Siya Bihari and
Ms. KM Tanu.

April-dune 2025



Welcoming the guests, scholars and
life members of IAEA from National
Capital Region of Delhi Prof. L. Raja
outlined the purpose and objectives
behind organizing the consultation
programme. He encouraged the
young scholars to speak their mind as
the future of any organization lies with
the youth only. Prof. Raja said that
IAEA has withstand all the challenges
pertaining to policy, administration
and economy so far and expressed
confidence in the dedication of the
present team committed to acquire a
new height for the Association.

Prof. Rajesh elaborated the concept
and structure through which the
consultation
programme
was designed
to reach
meaningful
conclusions.
Referring to
the academic
and
institutional
background of
the key speakers he said that the
opinion expressed by them will
certainly help the scholars and
institutions to pursue the
multidisciplinary approach of
research as promoted by NEP 2020.

India aspires to become world’s
third largest economy and realize the
vision of a developed nation by 2047.
To make it happen all our institutions

need to address
the socio-
economic and
educational
needs of all the
citizens specially
the
disadvantaged
communities,
youths and those
who are still

the
mainstream of the nation and hence,

away from

apex institutions like IAEA should
reposition itself to fulfil these
paramount goals in the ever-changing
global context, said
Prof. K. Ramachandran.

Speaking on the occasion
Prof. Usha Sharma opined that human
mind is capable of learning and
hence, it learns whatever we want it to
learn. Streams of knowledge is our
Creation and to
achieve the larger
goals we need to
hone our mind,

—
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She further said
that the cultural and civilizational
legacy India stands for has
tremendous motivational strength
and hence, both our institutions and
citizens can draw inspiration from it. It
will certainly help them to think out of
box and coin relevant solutions for
their empowerment and progress.
Shri Deepak
Vats explained
various policy
initiatives such as
Scheme for
Trans-disciplinary
Research for
India’s
Developing

Economy (STRIDE), Partnerships for
Accelerated Innovation and Research
(PAIR) for fostering collaboration and
University Industry Linkages
undertaken by UGC for the
furtherance of educational goals
enshrined in NEP 2020. He also
detailed the increase in the budgetary
allocations for promotion of research
activities in the field of higher
education.

The vote of
thanks was given
by Shri Suresh
Khandelwal,
General Secretary,
IAEA who said that
education has to
play a mega role
in realizing the developmental goals
visualized by individuals, institutions
and the government. A cursory look
on the history of educational
development in India indicates that
the nation has only few functioning
institutions as old as IAEA. We in the
Association have been fortunate
enough to receive the guidance and
support of eminent academicians of
the day all through our journey. We
are hopeful to achieve changing goals
in future also.

Witnessing a Paradigm Shift

It appears that the waning job
opportunities for adult education
professionals in academics has taken the
domain a bit away from optimistic
employment zone. The change of
nomenclature from Adult Education to
Education For All (EFA) for major flagship
programmes by the Government of India
has further created a sense of confusion
among its practitioners. Attempts, hitherto,
made here and there, by most of the
academicians couldn’t exeret desired
pressure on the establishment and have
failed to convince the policy makers of the
day that this unilateral change will severely
affect the very connotation of adult
education as it does not deals only with the
literacy perse but also takes care of the
research based evolution of the process
and methodology of teaching adults very
often termed as andragogy. It is astonishing
that the appearence of the term adult
education 22 times in the NEP 2020 policy
document have somehow failed to attract
any financial allocation and boost the
prospects of adult education as a discipline
of higher learning. Focus on lifelong
learning is all appreciable however; here it
too has limited the scope of adult education
as it talks only about the stimulation and
motivation of an individual learner. It
assures that lifelong learning practices can
take them to the higher pedestal of
development. However, it does not really
talk about the necessity or essentiality of
teaching adult education in the institutes of
higher learning as an impetus for
developing trained human resource for a
sustainable lifelong learning education in
every possible sphere of life.

The institutional apathy towards adult
education has created a sense of
exasperation throughout the country’s
institutional edifice responsible for the
furtherance of the domain of AE including its
practitioners, voluntary as well as public
institutions and even those associated with
policy planning. Changing policy parameters
and lack of financial support from the
government has put a question mark on the
very survival of entire network of adult
education in India. The Directorate of Adult
Education has been closed sine die, State
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been shifted to the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship. The
vast network of voluntary organizations once
operational throughout the country too has
mend or mending their ways away from
fostering literacy and adult education. The

number of universities having the
department of adult, continuing education
and extension have drastically reduced to
nearly half the number it used to have only
a decade ago. Many universities have altered
their names where the word adult education
is missing now. So to say entire NLMA has
gone to sleep mode. The situation has
turned to be so bewildering that those
scholars who consider themselves to be the
victims of these changes don’t think it
encouraging to raise their issues in black
and white. They often find that the
euphemistic statements given to highlight
the actual situation have helped to reduce
the intensity of reaction further.

For many scholars the present situation
doesn’t appear to be optimistic at all.
Pioneering institutions like IAEA is closely
monitoring the developments and making
concerted efforts to raise the collective
concerns of all the adult educationists,
scholars, practitioners and policy planners.
While there cannot be any ambiguity about
the changing percepts of literacy, the
importance of adult education, where the
ego of being teacher takes a back seat or
wanes out to help to assimilate with the
taught, the line of separation between
teacher and taught loses its very existence
for creating a cohesive atmosphere of
collaborative learning, too cannot be
minimized or ignored.

IAEA while celebrating its Platinum
Jubilee in the year 2014 vouched for
redefining its vision, mission and goals and
of course adopting a suitable modus
operandi cohesive with Zen Z to achieve it.
This resulted into identifying emerging and
more challenging topics for its national
conferences and other major programmes.
The consultation on visualizing the
emerging role of IAEA in national building
held on May 30, 2025 at IAEA headquarters
may also be considered as a reflection of
the same agenda. The Association is
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committed to work with all the stakeholders
of AE and lifelong learning to quell the
apparent pessimism around the subject.
IAEA welcomes youth with vision to
contribute their best in the empowerment
of the citizens and advancement of the
nation as a whole. This approach resulted
into a noticeable episode.

On May 26, 2025 two youths, one girl
and a boy, pursuing their senior secondary
education from a very well-known school of

S St
South Delhi came to the office of IAEA while
searching an institution working for the
furtherance of adult education and literacy
in India. Their quest was really remarkable
in the sense that they themselves did the
research to find out a core issue of national
importance for their project work to be
submitted to their school carrying 20
important marks which matters a lot for
securing their best in the senior secondary
board examinations. During their discussion
with Prof. Raja, President, IAEA it was
revealed that based on the reviews and
analysis of documents available on IAEA in
public domain they decided to showcase
adult education and IAEA through a
documentary film. It was a mere
coincidence that the moment they arrive at
IAEA office a group of prominent adult
educationists  including Prof. Raja,
Shri Suresh Khandelwal, Prof. Rajesh,
Smt. Nishat Farooq were there in the office
and all of them appreciated the quest and
endeavor of both these youths. During the
consultation programme held on May 30,
2025 this episode and their discussion with
veteran Prof. K. Ramachandran was referred
as paradigm shift for the journey of adult
education with Zen Z. It's important
because sometimes very simple things carry
the seed of enormous change or a defining
moment. Former President of India APJ
Abdul Kalam dedicated one of his well-read
books “India 2020: A Vision for the New
Millennium” to an eight-year-old girl who
replied “I want to live in a developed India”
when APJ asked her “What is your aim in
life?” That too was a defining moment for
our classrooms as the idea of “Developed
Nation” became a matter of daily discussion
in India’s national life.

- B. Sanjoy



IAEA sponsored Entrepreneurship Development
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The Narayani Bahuuddeshiy Sevabhavi Sanstha,
Kolhapuran organization dedicated to the cause of
women empowerment have recently conducted two field
outreach programs with the finance assistance provided
by the Indian Adult Education Association -the first one
being an “Entrepreneurship Development Programme for
Women” and the second one was focussed on “Making
Bags and Dolls from Waste Clothes and Cotton”. Both the
programmes were coordinated by Dr. Gorakhnath
Kamble, EC Member, IAEA.

Entrepreneurship Development Programme
for Women

The Entrepreneurship Development Programme for
Women was organized by the Narayani Bahuuddeshiy
Sevabhavi Sanstha, Kolhapurin collaboration of Stree
Shakti Mahila Nagari Sahakari Patsanstha,Yerawada, Pune
on May 16-17, 2025 which was participated by more than
35 women and dirls from the locality.The first day of the
programme began with the introduction of aims and
objectives by Dr. Gorakhnath Kamble, EC Member, IAEA
followed by the speech delivered by Dr. Anupama Pawar,
Deputy Commissioner of Skills and Entrepreneurship
Development and Employment, Pune Division, Govt. of
Maharashtra who explained various schemes of skKill
development being run by theGovt. of Maharashtra with
the help of local NGOs. Smt. Kranti Shitole, Chairperson,
Stree Shakti Patsanstha elaborated the relationship
between employment, entrepreneurship and banking
finance. The vote of thanks was proposed by Smt. Vidya
Gorakhnath Kamble a Life Member of IAEA.

On the second day ‘
of the training programme - ! g
"Beauty Parlour as Career o =k
Entrepreneurship’ was |° _——
organized by =

Smt. Sunandatai Nikalje,

Member, Triratna Sangh in = - =
which  the  Resource ‘
Person Smt. Manjusha

Kamble Jadhav also a Life

Programme held at Kolhapur, Maharashtra
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Member of IAEA demonstrated various practices for skin
care, hair style and facial enrichment. Smt. Malti Dhiwar,
President, Triratha Sangh proposed the vote of thanks.
The programme was ordanized with the active help of
Smt. Vidya Gorakhnath Kamble and Shri Anup Kamble
both Life members of IAEA.

Making Bags and Dolls from Waste Clothes
and Cotton

On June 34, 2025
two days training was
imparted to the enrolled
beneficiaries in which
they learnt how to make |
bags and dolls from
waste clothes and
cotton which have a
high demand in local
market. Smt.
Prasannata Chavan, the
Resource Person,
taught the learners the - §
details of stitching, -3
weaving, making parts
of dolls and also making
bags from old sarees.
She also encouraged
the beneficiaries to not
to use polythene for
making toys as they are
hazardous to the
environment.
Dr. Gorakhnath Kamble
who is a versatile genius
in performing arts
showcased a doll-dance
with the dolls prepared
in the training
programme to
popularize the trade
among the learners.
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A number of
queries were also
raised by the
participants
which were
systematically
addressed by all
the speakers on
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the dais.
The inaugural session was
concluded with the standing ovation

given to the vetaran
Prof. K. Ramachandran and rendering
of the National Anthem. Thereafter, all
the participants got divided into four
different working groups for intense
discussion on four different topics
identified as part of this extensive
consultation work.

The first working group on “Policy
Strategqy & Planning for IAEA” was
chaired by Prof. K. Ramachandran and

moderated by Dr. M. V. Lakshmi Reddy
while Ms. Poonam Rajput was the

Rapporteur. Other academicians who
took part in this group included
Prof. L. Raja,  Prof. Rajesh,

Prof. Usha Sharma, Prof. Varsha Das,
Prof. N. K. Ambasht, Dr. Bani Bora,
Dr. Sunil Sharma, Shri Ramesh Gupta,
Advocate Y.S. Chouhan and
Dr. Atul Gautam. In order to develop a
robust and future-ready policy
framework aligned with national
priorities and global goals, this group
recommended to adopt a
multipronged policy approach and
envisioned strategies for IAEA for
working in tune with NEP 2020, SDG 4
and Vision 2047. Literacy in the
digital era must be seen as a
foundation for economic
participation, civic engagement, and
lifelong learning. In view of this, IAEA
must reposition itself as a future-
ready organization by embracing the
expanded notion of literacy, adopting
technology-enabled tools, and
delivering learner-centric, context-
specific adult education programmes.

Dr. Nitish Anand, Dr. Vikas Singhal,
Prof. Nasra Shabnam,
Dr. Anwara Hashmi, Shri Letginlen
Doungel, Dr. Rajkumari Meena,
Dr. Santosh Kumar, Ms. KM Tanu,
Shri Alok Kumar and Shri Siya Bihari.
The deliberations of Working Group-2
offered a holistic and actionable
roadmap for IAEA’s enhanced
engagement with universities,
colleges, and communities. The major
recommendations emerged from this
group included - promotion of paid
internships for students, grassroots
level interventions through capacity
building initiatives, phased and
structured outreach programmes,
developing contextual understanding
of communities, creation of a central
digital platform for adult education,
mental health awareness and
sensitization programme, developing
strategic partnerships with other
stakeholders, play a role of

knowledge amplifier by documenting
and disseminating successful models
and case studies, recognition of prior
learning (RPL) and enhancement of

The second working group on
“University/College: Community
Linkages and Outreach” was chaired
by Prof. Shikha Kapur and moderated
by Dr. Biresh Pachisia while
Ms. Parinita Batra was the Rapporteur.
Other who shared their views in the
group included Dr. Vivek Nagpal,

RVA processes and create a shared
repository of work done by various
institutions and agencies in the field
of adult education. The consultation
emphasized the need for a structured
outreach, inclusive platforms, mental
wellness, strategic partnerships, and
recognition of prior learning which
can significantly contribute to building
a more literate, skilled, and
empowered India.

The third working group on
“Networking and Collaboration” was
chaired by Shri V. Umar Koya and
facilitated by Shri Kumar Gaurav while
Ms. Jyoti Tiwari was the rapporteur.
The group was also participated by
Shri K. K. Sethi, Dr. A. Mathew,
Dr. Mridula Seth, Shri S.C. Dua, Dr. Jai
Pratap Singh, Shri Abdul Samad and



Shri Siddhant Singh. Focusing on the
agenda assigned - strategic planning,
finding potential partners, resource
mapping and way forward, this group
made an attempt to underline
important activities enhancing the
visibility of IAEA within society and
institutions such as Creating a
Networking cum Collaboration Cell,
building a robust network of field-
level actors, strengthening
partnerships with NGOs and academic
institutions, developing dedicated
communication channel and
revamping library to serve the need of

scholars in changing context.

The fourth working group was
focused on cultivating a gender
sensitized approach of working within

the domain of IAEA which was
attended by the members of the
Gender Sensitization Committee of
IAEA including Smt. Nishat Farooq,
Chairperson; Dr. Chayanika Uniyal,
Co-chairperson; Dr. Geeta Mishra,
Dr. Gyanendra Kumar and Smt. Neha
Qupta. The group emphasized on the
need of creating awareness about
various dgender related policy

statements, developing complaints
redressal mechanism and promotion
of gender equality in various aspects
of working of the Association.

SKill Orientation for IAEA Staff

Enhancement of efficiency requires continuous upgrdation
of skills needed to accompalish even rutine job. It has been a
practice of IAEA to conduct programmes for identifying

learning spaces for the professional staffs. On May 31, 2025 &

one such programme was ordanized for the benefit of the staff
which was presided over by Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA.
Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary also addressed the
staff and emphasized on the need to expand grassroots level
activities by the Association. Shri Ummer Koya, Director, Jan
Shikshan Sansthan, Malappuram, Tamil Nadu and Dr. Jitendra
Mishra, Joint Director, Delhi Government both interacted with
the members of the staff and shared the nuances of a good
planning, monitoring and evaluation. Prof. Rajesh, Director In-
charge thanked both the invitees for sparing their valuable

time with the Association.

Nomination invited for prestigious Welthy Fisher Award-2029

The India Literacy Board, Lucknow invites
nominations from various Institutions &
Organisations for the national level Welthy
Fisher Award-2025 for outstanding
contribution in any of the field - Literacy &
Life Long Education, or Skill Development,
or Agriculture related to Innovative Farming
or Natural Farming or Farmers Training.The
award carries a cash prize of Rupees One
Lakh.The Code of Procedure for the award
can be viewed and downloaded from its

website:www.indialiteracyboard.org.

Interested Institutions/Organisations may
submit their nominations addressed to
Director, India Literacy Board online on our
email idilbwfawardnomination@gmail.com
& Dby registered post on the prescribed
format up to 30th June, 2025. Director,
India Literacy Board, Lucknow may be
contacted on telephone/email for any
further details. Phone No. 0522-2470268,
email: directorilb@gmail.com

Exploring the Idea of Adolescent Care Centre at Madanpur Khadar

Ms. Tasneema Zaidi, Managing
Director, Pocketful of Sunshine and
Smt. Vaidehi Subramani, Child Right
Activist & Consultant in the
organization had an interaction with
Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General
Secretary, IAEA on April 23, 2025.

Pursuing the agenda of the said
discussion Shri B. Sanjoy, Research
Officer, IAEA visited one of the centres
of Pocketful of Sunshine on May 7,
2025 located at Madanpur Khadar to
explore the areas in which IAEA and
PFO can work together and organize

Visitors

grassroots level programme in
collaboration. During the discussion
Ms. Tasneema explained the extent of
vulnerability faced by the kids and
students of most of the families who
are migrant labourers engaged in
unorganized tertiary sectors. She said
that the both the parents of these
students have to work to meet their
both ends and hence taking care of
these students is a stupendous task for
them. In the absence of parental care
students even the kids invite lot of
troubles for them including physical
harassment, sexual abuse and
proximity of drug paddlers. An
adolescent care -cum-adult education
centre can provide awareness as well
as foundational literacy, critical skills
and equivalency education to them and
hence, options were explored to
established and run such a centre in
Madanpur Khadar or adjacent locality.

Vice Chancellor’s paid Interns, DU visited IAEA

The University of Delhi has launched a programme to provide first hand
working experience to the scholars coming from different departments of
the university. Under the name “Vice Chancellor's paid Interns”selected
scholars work for a pre-specified period under distinguished professors and
senior university officials for which they are offered honorary emoluments.
A few of them working with Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge, IAEA visited
Indian Adult education Association on June 12, 2025 and had discussion
with Prof. S.Y.Shah, former Head, Group of Adult Education, JNU. Visiting
guest Shri M. Rajagopalan Nair, Former Secretary, Lok Sabha also present on

the occasion.

Ms. Ayesha Siddique visited IAEA

Ms. Ayesha Siddique a student of University of Delhi visited IAEA on May 1, 2025
to get an exposure about the working of IAEA. During her visit she had an interaction
with Prof. S.Y.Shah, Prof. Rajesh, Shri B. Sanjoy and Smt. Neha Gupta on different

dimension of working of IAEA.

St
i

Ms. Prachi Panwar, a student of Pondicherry University and NCERT Doctoral
fellow visited IAEA on April 17, 2025 to discuss various gender issues
pertaining to voluntary sectors specifically with the working women. Ms. Prachi
interacted with Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge, along with Shri M.L. Sharma,
Coordinator; Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer; Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarian-

Associate, IAEA present on the occasion. She expressed her willingness to visit
IAFA frequently to have research support for completing her doctoral thesis.




Prof. Rajesh attended World Literacy Summit 2025 at Oxford University

In the world of education and literacy the World Literacy
Summit owes paramount importance as it provides an
opportunity to the Iliteracy experts, politicians,
researchers, and practitioners coming from more than 80
member nations to discuss, deliberate, interact and
develop meaningful networking. It’s truly a matter of
prestige and glory that Professor Rajesh, Senior Professor,
! !/
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University of Delhi and Director In-charge of IAEA attended
the World Literacy Summit 2025 at Oxford University,
London which was Sixth in the series since its
establishment in 2012. In view of its national significance
Prof. Rajesh’s visit was sponsored by the Indian Council of
Social Science Research (ICSSR), Ministry of Education,
Government of India.

During his four day stay at Oxford from April 6-9, 2025
Prof. Rajesh actively engaged himself with almost all the
important events organized as part of the conference
including the orientation programme, guided tour of key
departments of Oxford University, networking session,
reception at the Ashmolean Museum, plenary session
titled "Reimagining Literacy in the Digital Age',thematic
workshop on ‘'Financial Literacy and Digital Inclusion’,
prestigious Ambassador Lunch, interactive session on

"Measuring Literacy Impact’, session dedicated to paper
presentation, question and answer session, post-
presentation networking, panel discussion on ‘'Higher
Education Institutions” Role in Community Literacy"’,
exhibition visit and the concluding ceremony.

He presented his paper entitled 'India’s Comprehensive
Approach to Community Literacy: Policies, Programs and
Progress' in the session which was chaired by Mr. Andey
Kays, CEO, World Literacy Summit 2025. Tracing the
extensive epistemological framework contextualising

India’s literacy programme she highlighted the
interdependent linkage between literacy acquisition and
socio-economic empowerment within the wider socio-
cultural landscape of India. Focussing on Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan, Prof. Rajesh attempted to elucidate heutagogical
strategy for community involvement and knowledge
dissemination via higher education institutions. While
examining the efficacy of ULLAS, the latest manifestation
of literacy movement in India Prof. Rajesh demonstrated
how ULLAS enables transformational learning experiences
through practical interaction with literacy material. His
presentation received wide appreciation as well as
interventions from the august gathering. Apart from this
he had extensive discussion with Dr. Maria Sanchez,
UNESCO Literacy Program Director, Prof. John Williams,
University of Cambridge, Ms. Elizabeth Motswai, South
African Literacy Foundation and Dr. Hiroshi Tanaka, Tokyo
University which will initiate meaningful networking for
institutional collaboration. Back home Prof. Rajesh has
already been invited by a number of eminent institutions
and academic platforms to deliver lecture on the outcome
of the World Literacy Conference and each time he has
received accolades from the audience.

A meeting of the members of the staff of IAEA was
held on May 14, 2025 which was presided over by
Prof. S.Y.Shah and Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge,
IAEA. The on-going preparation for the “Consultation
on the Role of the Indian Adult Education Association
in Nation Building” to be held on May 30, 2025 at the
office was collectively reviewed and members were
assigned specific task so that all the pending work is
completed in advance.

Discussion on “Community Development: A Lifelony Learning Approach”
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A discussion on “Community Development: A Lifelong
Learning Approach” was ordganized by IAEA on April 25,
2025 at its Headquarters which was addressed by Shri
Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary; Prof. Rajesh, Director
In-charge and Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA.
Participated by volunteers, young professionals and scholars
associated with community development and lifelong
learning education this discussion was an outcome of the
attempt of IAEA to provide stage for in-depth interaction
among young professionals. While working with
communities across the national capital region most of the
participants were found to have firsthand experience of their
own. During the discussion they could raise their concerns
and pointed out the need for a lifelong learning approach
both for community development and community
engagement.

The meeting began with participants introducing

themselves, where each participant shared their experiences
of working with different communities, the challenges they
encountered, and their views on community development.
Many participants reflected on the importance of trust
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building in community engagement. Drawing from their past
experiences, some pointed out that often, after collecting
data from slum areas, researchers tend to disengage, leaving
the communities feeling abandoned. There was a consensus
that giving hope to the community only to later neglect them
creates distrust, which hampers future interventions. This
concern highlighted the need for long-term commitment and
follow-through after data collection and research activities.

Another important theme that emerged was the need for
dreater awareness, sensitization, education, and skKill-
building initiatives in underprivileged communities.
Participants noted that many individuals in these
communities’ lack knowledge about their rights and duties.
They are often unaware of government schemes and
programs designed for their welfare. This ignorance is
sometimes exploited by intermediaries or brokers,
preventing them from accessing the full benefits available to

them. Therefore, participants suggested that
raising awareness and providing education
and vocational skills should be central areas
of intervention to empower communities
and enable them to assert their rights and
improve their socio-economic conditions.
The discussion also brought attention to
the importance of consistency in community
development efforts. Participants strongly
agreed that meaningful change cannot be
achieved within a few months. Instead, sustained and
persistent engagement is essential to create a real impact.
Short-term projects may provide temporary relief, but they
do not contribute to lasting transformation. Participants
emphasized that patience and ongoing support are crucial
when working at the grassroots level, where trust is built
slowly, and positive change takes time.While discussing the
ground realities, participants acknowledged the complexity
of issues present within communities and the need of strong
community interaction skKills, cultural sensitivity, and an in-

depth understanding of Indian social dynamics for
volunteers was also underlined. Challenges such as gender
discrimination, social exclusion, and unequal access to
resources were identified. However, they agreed that it would
be unrealistic to address all issues at once. Instead, the
focus should be on empowering individuals through
awareness and critical thinking so that community members
can identify problems and develop their own solutions over
time. Trained pool of volunteers helping people to become
selfreliant and confident in their ability to solve problems
was seen as a sustainable approach to community
development.

Most of the participants agreed that lifelong learning is
going to play an important role in community development.
Participants stressed that promoting a culture of lifelong
learning could empower individuals to seek knowledge and
skills relevant to their personal and professional needs. If
people recognize the value of learning, they will pursue
education and training independently, leading to self-driven
development. Learning to learn was considered an essential
capability that could enable individuals to adapt, grow, and
overcome challenges in an ever-changing environment.
Awareness and sensitization programs were unanimously
supported as effective strategies to initiate this process.
Overall, the brainstorming session provided valuable
insights into the challenges and possibilities of community
development through a lifelong learning approach, and it set
a strong foundation for IAEA’s future interventions.



Prof. Rajesh Assumes the Office of Director In-charge

The University of Delhi has played a key role in evolution of Indian Adult
Education Association since the inception of the idea of establishing a national level
ordganization to lead the educational agenda of the country in post-independence
period. Taking the legacy forward Prof. Rajesh, DCEE, DU who also happens to be
the senior most Professor in the field of adult, continuing education and extension
in the country today,was assigned the responsibility to handle the day-to-day affairs
of the Association on March 6, 2025. However, he assumed the office of Director
In-charge, IAEA on April 22, 2025 after receiving the consent from the university
administration.He was welcomed in the office by both Shri Suresh Khandelwal,
General Secretary, IAEA and Prof. S.Y. Shah, Director, IIALE. While assuming the
office Prof. Rajesh said that its was truly an honour for him to have an opportunity
to lead the programmes and activities undertaken by the Association. He expressed
his gratitude towards all the members of the Executive Committee specially
Prof. L. Raja, President; Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary and
Prof. S.Y.Shah, Director, IIALE for reposing confidence in him.

Litera

cy and Skill Awareness Campaign at Sanjay Colony
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An intense door to door campaign was conducted in Sanjay Colony, New Delhi on April 15, 2025 in which more than
50 families were approached. A team of IAEA comprising Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer; Shri Kripal Singh Mehra,
Programme Associate; Ms. Kajal, Trainer at IAEA SKill Centre and Shri Bittu made an effort to knock every door and
communicate with the residents specifically women and drop out girls and motivate them to join IAEA skill centre for
acquiring Cutting and Tailoring skills with perfection. It was appreciable that a number of house wives eagerly came
forward to register themselves with the skill centre. They also expressed their willingness to join literacy classes as well
as skill courses on beautician, mehendi application and professional communication in Hindi and English.

Union Sakshar Adult Literacy Programme
Prof. L. Raja visited Union Sakshar Adult Literacy Centre at Angul, Odisha

The Adult Learning Centre at
Bajiraut Hostel premises Angul,
Odisha is going well with its schedule
designed to impart basic literacy
skills in Odia to the local drop outs.
Sponsored by the Union Bank of
India this centre will attempt to make
at least 30 non-literates to become
literate and acquire financial and
digital literacy skills for their
wellbeing. Prof. L.Raja, President,

IAEA visited the centre on April 17,
2025 to monitor the progress of the
learners. He was accompanied by
Dr.Sathya Narayana Singhsambanth
an Ayurvedic doctor and the Guest of
Honor Shri Antaryami Baral,
President, Bajiraut Hostel and former
Director, Jan Shiksha Sangha, Angul.
The visiting dignitaries interacted
with beneficiaries and requested
them to remain punctual at the
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centre so that they can acquire the
desired skills and get equivalency
certificate of literacy in the
concluding ceremony. Assimilating
himself with the group of
beneficiaries Prof. Raja said that
literacy is the beginning of a long and
assured journey towards
development and told the
participants that it will help them in
finding employment or lead the
children to move forward from
middle to higher classes.

Speaking on the occasion
Dr. Singhsambanth explained healthy
habits for healthy life in a very
enthusiastic manner which was
appreciated by all the beneficiaries
as it encourages them to speak and
share their own experiences gained
while attending literacy classes at the
centre. Shri Antaryam Rath made
people aware about the importance
of education and language learning.
Prof. R. llama presented a beautiful
song while Ms. Lipika Mahapatra
rendered the welcome song. The
program was conducted by the
campaign coordinator
Shri Suryanarayanath and the vote of
thanks was given by Shri Lalkrushna.
Shri Chandan Naik and other present
on the occasion contributed to make
the program a success.

Financial Literacy

Programme in Kerala

As part of the Union Sakshar Adult
Literacy Programme, a session on

financial literacy was
organized on April
28, 2025 at the
Learning Center,
Chadayamangalam,
Palakkad, Kerala to
! support adults gain
Kknowledge and
confidence needed
to manage their
personal finances
more effectively. The session aimed
to support participants in making
smart financial decisions that can
improve their daily life and long-term
well-being. It was facilitated by Shri
Ashok Nemmara, Director, Centre for
Life-skill Learning, Palakkad who
explained essential financial
concepts such as saving and

budgeting in simple terms. He also
guided participants through various
government schemes, insurance
options, and pension plans designed
to support low-income families. A
key focus of the programme was on
recognizing and avoiding financial
traps, including how to stay alert to
scams and how to borrow money
responsibly.

The session was highly interactive,
with participants actively sharing
their real-life experiences and
challenges. Many said they felt more
confident after the session and were
eager to apply what they had learned
to manage their personal financial
aspect more independently. It also
helped them understanding financial
planning for a better future. Others
well known persons associated with
the programme were present on the
occasion included Prof. V. Reghu,
Dr. M. S. Geetha, Dr.Madhubala
Jayachandran, Shri K. Ayyappan Nair,
Shri S. Harish Kumar, Dr. Hari. R. S.,
Dr. T. Sundaresan Nair, Dr. Rajeswari,
Dr. G. Suresh Kumar, Dr. Usha Susan
Varughese, Dr. K. Anvar and
Dr. Remadevi.

: i
Annanagar Adult Literacy
Center visited by UBI
Officials - Tamil Nadu

The Adult Literacy Center at
Annanagar colony, Peraiyur in
Madurai District running under
Union Sakshar Adult Literacy

' Programmeis playing an important

role for empowering more than 30
persons including 25 female
beneficiaries who are regularly
coming to the Centre even during
the on-going festival session. The
instructor takes classes regularly
except Sundays. Recently, in the
month of May 2025 Shri M.
Etturajan, Manager, UBI, Peraiyur
Branch, visited the centre to
monitor the progress of the
enrolled learners. He was quite
satisfied to found that more than
50 percent of learners have already
acquired basic skills and able to
read and write simple sentences.
He encouraged all the learners
citing the example of those who
have already started reading, to
come regularly and attend the
classes so that soon all of them are
able to read and write. He also
appreciated the efforts made by the
instructor to make the learners
aware of various social security
schemes such as PMSBY, PMJJBY
and PMAPY etc. The learners too
shared their experience and
confidence in handling their bank
accounts after learning important
aspects of financial literacy, ATM
usage, and how to write bank
cheques for money withdrawal.



“If you Salute your Duty, you need not
Salute Anybody

If you Pollute your Duty, you have to
Salute Everybody”

— Prof. K. Parthasarathy

Prof. K. Parthasarathy, former Vice Chancellor, Tamil
Nadu Open University, Tamil Nadu happens to be an
eminent academician who has contributed immensely to
upgrade the educational scenario not only in the state of
Tamil Nadu but at the national level as well. After serving
the Bharathidasan University for almost 29 years Prof.
Parthasarathy was appointed as the Vice-Chancellor of the
Tamil Nadu Open University. During his tenure he
exhibited his excellence in institutional administration. As
the Founder- Director of the Institute for Entrepreneurship
and Career Development (IECD), Bharathidasan University
he not only put-forth a vision of lifelong learning education
for the promotion of entrepreneurship and skill
development but also translated that vision into action.

Prof. Parthasarathy is associated with IAEA as a Life
Member for last 43 years. Recalling his first experience to
attend the All India Adult Education Conference way back
in the year 1983 at Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh he says that the Association stands for
leading the adult and lifelong learning movement both at
national as well as international stage.

The Indian Adult Education Association as an Apex
level Association has been served by men of eminence
and excellence who were committed to the cause of
development of society and the nation. His first encounter
with Shri J. L. Sachdeva, the then Deputy Director of IAEA
at the All India Adult Education Conference in 1983 at
BHU has had an ever-lasting imprint of excellence in his
mind. Prof. Parthasarathy found Shri Sachdeva as an

R.N.I. No. 53577 /1991
Published on 30 September, 2025

excellent administrator and a visionary adult educationist
who led the movement from the front.

The collective efforts made by the establishment,
institutions and people led movements have successfully
helped the country to traverse the path of development
during preceding decades resulting into the rising
aspirations of the nation and the countrymen.
Consequently, the challenges of the day are far different
from those of yesterdays and hence institutions as well as
society need new objectives, targets and means to
achieve the same.

The IAEA as a leading academic institution of the
country needs to conceptualize a new course of action
for it which can inspire all those academicians,
community institutions and functionaries working in the
wider domain of adult and lifelong learning education in
the country and abroad. Today we need to harness the
technological advancement for the sake of development
of people materializing the aspirations of youth into a
reality. This further requires elimination of age-old social
barriers and eradication of existing disparities be it
economic, gender, lingual, racial or anything else.

Ours is a vast nation with cherishable cultural and
civilizational inheritance and hence, we owe a huge
responsibility towards our countrymen as well as the
global community. We need to bank upon our profound
experience while unfolding the path for future. Each and
every academic institution, be it public or private, need
to realize this vision and consolidate its resources to
cater the skill and learning needs of the population within
its own jurisdiction. As IAEA works on national plank it
requires to network with the leading personalities and
institutions of the country, conceptualize programme and
activities capable of giving insight to the whole
community and motivate institutions and scholars to
undertake innovative researches that can be more
meaningful to utilize for the growth and development of
the nation. Continuous upgradation of knowledge based
human resource is the need of the hour and hence,
institution should assign due priority to it. “If you Salute
your duty, you need not salute anybody; If you Pollute
your duty, you have to salute everybody”, this remains to
be our core realization.

Interviewed by
Shri B. Sanjoy
Research Officer, IAEA
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Announcement

66th All India Adult Education Conference will be held at Bhubaneswar

The 66t All India Adult Education Conference will be held at
Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) — Deemed to be
University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha from January 21-23, 2026.
The conference will be jointly organized by the Indian Adult
Education Association, New Delhi and the Kalinga Institute of
Social Sciences, Bhubneswar. The theme of the conference is
“Fostering Adult and Lifelong Learning for All”.

Sub-themes are:

1. NEP 2020: Conceptual Framework for Adult and Lifelong
Learning for All & Full Employment

2. Adult and Lifelong Learning for All for Full Employment:
Role of Academic Institutions

3. Decoding Multidisciplinary Approach for Adult and Lifelong
Learning for Full Employment

4. Catering the Skill Needs and Empowerment of Indigenous
People

5. Preserving and Promoting Indigenous Knowledge and
Skills among Tribal Community

6. Role of Community Organizations for Upgrading Adult and
Lifelong Learning

7. ULLAS & Adult and Lifelong Learning for All

8. Harnessing RPL for Adult and Lifelong Learming for Full
Employment

9. Promotion of Adult and Lifelong Learning by the
Government

10. Fostering University-Industry Linkages for Adult and
Lifelong Learning

11. Women Empowerment and Lifelong Learning

12. Use of Technology for Skill Upgradation:

13. SKill Development through Lifelong Learning

14. Opportunities and Challenges for Lifelong Learning

15. Sustainable Development for Lifelong Learning

For presenting thematic papers Abstract through e-mail

directoriaea@gmail.com not exceeding 500 words has to

be submitted on or before November 15, 2025. Full

paper through (MS Word, Font - New Times Roman, Font

Size — 12, Spacing - one and half) to be submitted on or

before December 15, 2025.

Registration fee
Registration Period Delegates | Students
Till December 31, 2025 Rs.2500/- Rs.1500/-
January 1 - 15, 2026 Rs. 3000/- Rs.2000/-

Local participants will not be provided accommodation and
will be served lunch and tea only. The Registration fee for local
participants is Rs. 1500/- and for on the spot registration the fee
will be Rs.2500/-.

Demand Draft drawn in favour of “Indian |

Mode of Payment [
‘l

Adult Education Association” payable at
New Delhi may be sent by post to Indian
Adult Education Association, 17-B,
Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi — 110 002.

Details for NE

Name : Indian Adult Education |  EHine SR
Association o

Bank : Canara Bank

Branch : DTC L.P. Depot
I.P. Estate, New Delhi

A/c No : 91262010001900

IFSC Code : CNRB0O019126

QR code is also given for payments with an e-mail
(directoriaea@gmail.com) with complete information of payment.

All are cordially invited to attend the conference.

Kindly confirm your participation to IAEA by sending your
complete postal address with pin code (both personal and
official), e-mail ID, and mobile number through e-mail:
directoriaea@gmail.com and copy to iaeadelhi@gmail.com

The month of January will be winter and hence, participants
attending the conference may come with adequate woolen
clothing for proper protection. Other logistic will be shared to
you after registration.

(Suresh Khandelwal)
General Secretary

Note: Registration form for 86th ATAEC is at page no. 7
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IAEA appoints Prof. S.Y. Shah as Patron

I am delighted to inform you that
Prof. S.Y. Shah, an adult
educationist of international repute
has been appointed as Patron of
IAEA for the period coterminous
with the present Executive
Committee. The decision was

overwhelmingly endorsed by the EC
in its meeting held on August 4,
2025. Prof. Shah has been

associated with the IAEA for the last
40 years as a life member and has
held various positions, viz, Vice
President,

Treasurer, Executive

Editor / Editor of the Indian Journal
of Adult Education for different
periods.
Following are some of the
highlights of his career.
- Shri Suresh Khandelwal
General Secretary, IAEA

IAEA Newsletter

Throughout his association with
IAEA Prof. Shah has not only
participated in most of the
programmes of the Association but
also designed and coordinated
Research Methodology Course for
nine years and the Visiting Scholar
Colloquium for four years. In 2002, ;

Prof. Shah took the initiative to plan _ g ™%

and establish the International

Institute of Adult and Lifelong Education (IIALE) at the
IAEA premises and served as its Director for more than
two decades. Under his leadership, the IGNOU Study
Centre was established to offer Master’s, Diploma, and
Certificate programs in Adult Education. In collaboration
with the National Literacy Mission (Government of India),
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) and Indira
Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), he designed
an innovative program - Participatory Adult Learning
Documentation and Information Networking (PALDIN) -
for the professional development of adult education
functionaries. In 2007, he established the Indian chapter
of the International Reading Association and served as its
President for two years, followed by over a decade as
Executive President.

During his four-decade-long career, Prof. Shah held
several distinguished positions, including: Professor and
Director of Adult & Continuing Education at Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Senior Fellow at the National Institute of
Adult Education, Joint Adviser (Education Division),
Planning Commission, Government of India, and Lecturer
at the National Council of Educational Research &
Training (NCERT), New Delhi. Internationally, he has had
teaching and research stints at several prestigious
institutions, including: DAAD Visiting Professor at
Duisburg-Essen University and Julius Maximilian
University, Germany; Erasmus Mundus Visiting Scholar of
the European Commission at Aarhus University,
Denmark; Development Fellow of the Association of
Commonwealth Universities at Warwick University, UK;
Kellogg Visiting Scholar at Syracuse University, USA;
Senior Social Science Fellow of the Shastri Indo-Canadian
Institute at the University of Toronto, Canada. He has
designed and taught innovative courses at both Indian

and foreign universities, undertaken 21 research
projects, and contributed significantly to the planning,
implementation, and evaluation of numerous adult
education initiatives, particularly those of the National
Literacy Mission and the IAEA.

Prof. Shah has also served as a consultant to several
ordanizations, including UNESCO (India), Commonwealth
of Learning, UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL),
Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), and Asian
South Pacific Association for Basic and Adult Education
(ASPBAE). He has been a member or advisor in several
expert bodies, including: Standing Committee of the
University Grants Commission (UGC), Advisory Committee
of the Adult Learning Documentation and Information
Network of the UIL, Advisory Board of World Literacy of
Canada, Advisor to Rotary Club of India, and Co-
Coordinator of the ASEM Network on Professionalization of
Adult and Lifelong Learning. He has made thirty
presentations at several international conferences held in
the US, UK, Germany, Denmark, France, South Africa,
Finland, Norway, Malaysia, Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia,
Nepal, Taiwan, Bangladesh, Thailand, Brazil and South
Korea. He has over seventy publications including the
special platinum jubilee publication on 75 years of Indian
Adult Education Association. He wrote the screenplay for
the film on IAEA which is available on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zuLhAbOGR#4.

In recognition of his outstanding contributions to the
field of adult and lifelong learning, Prof. Shah has
received numerous honours and awards, including Nehru
Literacy Award (2007), Honorary Fellowship of the
UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, Hamburg (2017),
Induction into the International Adult and Continuing
Education Hall of Fame, USA (2015), Sardar Patel
International Literacy Award of Commonwealth
Association for the Education and Training of Adults, UK;
International Association of Education for World Peace,
USA; and The Global Open University, Milan (2002).

For further details on his work, refer to his
publication: My Experiences of Working in the Field of
Adult and Lifelong Learning in India and Abroad,
available on Amazon, Academia.edu, Research Gate,
and the [IIALE website: www.iiale.org and
https://sites.google.com/view/drsyshah/home
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Workshop on Making Spices at Kolhapur

The Maharashtra State Branch of IAEA in collaboration with
Narayani Bahuuddeshiy Sevabhavi Sanstha, Kolhapur and
Shri Sai Mahila Bachat Gat (Women SHG) organized a
workshop on Making Spices on June 11-12, 2025 which was
participated by more than 20 women eadger to work
independently. During the workshop Smt. Prasannata Chavan,
the Resource Person, explained the importance of the activity
and trained the beneficiaries to make pure and healthy spices
like Garam Masala, Chhole Puri Masala, Chicken Masala, etc.
which can be sold in the local markets. Another Resource
Person Smt. Shubhangi Mali demonstrated the process of

frying, baking ,mixing the spices and explained them how to
sell the spcies in the market.

i 4 v ‘A

— Dr. Gorakhnath N. Kamble

Webinar on Sustainable Development and Gender Equality: Observing

SUSTAINABLE DEVELORPMENT
AND GENDER EQOUIALITY —

To commemorate World Population Day
a thought-provoking webinar titled
“Sustainable Development and Gender
Equality: Observing Issues and Challenges”
was organized by IAEA on July 11, 2025
which was attended by many distinguished
speakers, academicians, research
scholars, students, and practitioners.
Including the inaugural and concluding the
proceedings of the webinar was divided
into seven working sessions.

In the first session the inaugural address
was delivered by Prof. Rajesh in which he
warmly welcomed the dignitaries.
Emphasizing the significance of World
Population Day, he quoted the UN
Secretary-General's call for a just and
hopeful world where choices,
opportunities, and equality define
individual destinies. He also underlined the
relevance of the day’s theme—Sustainable
Development and Gender Equality—and
spoke about the shared values between
IAEA and institutions like Miranda House,
known for their commitment to women’s
empowerment and quality education.

The second session featured an
insightful keynote by Professor L. Raja,
President, IAEA. Speaking from a rural
context, he emphasized the global
demographic transitions, especially the
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Issues and Challenges

alarming decline in fertility rates in
developed and developing nations alike.
Drawing on personal experiences and
Gandhian philosophy, he underlined the
importance of family as a cultural and
social unit.

The third session was addressed by
Prof. Vijayalakshmi Nanda, a renowned
advocate for gender equality. Focusing on
the critical intersections of gender,
population, and education, she stressed
that empowering young people involves
ensuring access to accurate information,
healthcare, and informed choices. She
strongly advocated the inclusion of
reproductive rights and family planning
education in formal curricula.

In the fourth session Prof. Saroj Garg,
Principal and Dean, Lokmanya Tilak
Teachers Training College Udaipur and
Member, Executive Committee, IAEA
offered a critical reflection on how gender
equity, social justice, and sustainable
development are interconnected yet often
neglected in policy and practice. She
emphasized that government policies
rarely consider the lived realities of women,
particularly those working in informal and
labour-intensive sectors.

The fifth session was addressed by
Dr. Asha Verma, Head, Centre for Women
and Child Rights at Gandhinagar National
Law University and Associate Secretary of
IAEA who offered a compelling legal
perspective on dgender justice within the
framework of sustainable development.
She emphasized that achieving SDG 5
(Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced
Inequalities) requires not just constitutional
promises but active enforcement of legal
provisions. Drawing from the Indian
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Constitution (Articles 14-17, Directive
Principles) and specific laws like the Equal
Remuneration Act (1976), Maternity
Benefit Act (1961, amended), and POSH
Act (2013), she highlighted how gender-
based discrimination persists despite
legislative safeguards.

Dr. Nishat Farooq, EC Member, IAEA
while addressing the sixth session, offered
a powerful reflection rooted in her decades
of experience with India’s -earliest
population education programmes. She
recalled the resistance and stigma attached
to talking about population and family
planning in the 1980s, when her centre
was among the first selected by UNDP and
UNESCO to pilot such efforts. She
highlighted how awareness may have
grown, but India’s population-related
challenges still persist.

In the final session Dr. Geeta Mishra,
Associate Professor, DCEE, DU delivered a
deeply insightful and integrative address,
tying together gender equality, population
trends, and sustainable development.
She emphasized the critical
interdependence between population
dynamics, dender justice, and
sustainability. She stressed that true
sustainability cannot be achieved without
ensuring equal opportunities for women,
who constitute nearly half the population.

Entire webinar was facilitated by
Ms. Ayesha Siddiqui, Director Intern,
IAEA while Ms. Poonam Rajput, Ph.D
Scholar, DCEE, DU under the
supervision of Prof. Rajesh developed
the concept note. The webinar got
concluded with the vote of thanks
proposed by Shri B. Sanjoy, Research
Officer, 1AEA.
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To observe ILD a state level
seminar was ordganized by the IAEA
Kerala Branch in collaboration with
M. T. Training College, Trivandrum on
September 10, 2025. Held at the
college auditorium the seminar was
participated by eminent
educationists, faculty members, adult
educators, research scholars, and
students. Dr. P. Pramod, Director,
SRC, Kerala while delivering the
inaugural talk spoke on the strength
of literacy movements in Kerala with
a focus on inclusivity and
accessibility in education. Speaking
on the occasion Prof. (Dr.) Joju John,
Principal, Mar Theophilus Training
College stressed the role of teachers
as nation-builders and emphasized
the college’s commitment to quality
education.

The Keynote Address was given by
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TIAEA Kerala State Branch

Former

Dr. T. Sundaresan Nair,
Director, SRC, Kerala. With a detailed
presentation on “Emerging Trends in
Adult Literacy and Life Long Learning
in the Context of NEP 2020” he
emphasized how literacy initiatives
must be redefined to suit the evolving
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socio-economic challenges and to
foster lifelong learning opportunities
for all. Delivering the presidential
address Prof. (Dr.) V. Reghu, Vice
President IAEA, New Delhi underlined
the importance of literacy as a tool
for social transformation and
encouraged students and teachers to
adopt innovative practices on the
lines of NEP 2020.

An oath was administered by
Shri Harish Kumar S., Secretary, State
Branch observing both the Teachers’
Day and the ILD was taken
collectively by all the participants
reaffirming their commitment
towards literacy, education, and the
noble role of teachers. The
programme was concluded with a
warm Vote of Thanks proposed by
Ms. Roshna Mariam Eapen, Research
Scholar.
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IAEA Signs MoU with L.P. College for Women, DU

The Indraprastha College for Women with its century long
standing is one of the most prominent, prosperous and
promising colleges of the University of Delhi. Recently,
Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary along with
Prof. Rajesh, Director In-Charge, IAEA visited the college to
solemnize a Memorandum of Understanding with it. The

MoU was signed by Shri Suresh Khandelwal and
Prof. Poonam Kumria, Principal, 1. P. College on June 24,

2025 for a period of five years to be renewed further with
mutual consent. Prof. Poonam Kumria was accompanied by
Dr. Jai Pratap Singh, Assistant Professor, Department of
Sociology and a Life Member of IAEA.

This Memorandum of Understanding will open a new
horizon of collaboration between both the institutions and
help to organize programmes and activities such as
Research Methodology Courses, Capacity Building
Programmes for Faculty and Scholars, Social Outreach
Programmes and other academic activities intended to
provide grassroots level exposure to the scholars. Thereby,
enhancing their capabilities of doing meaningful research
under the Four-Year Under-Graduation Programme (FYUP) on
the line of NEP 2020. Speaking on the occasion Dr. Jai
Pratap Singh also thanked Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA for
encouraging such initiatives between two old institutions.

MOU signed with KISS — Deemed to he University

(KISS), Bhubaneswar a Deemed to be
University and a prestigious institute
working in the field of tribal education.
The MOU was signed in a solemn
function organized on September 17,
2025 in the campus of KISS which was
graced and inaugurated by Prof. (Dr.)
Kashi Nath Jena, Pro Vice Chancellor,
KISS. The function was participated
and addressed by the officials of IAEA
including Prof. (Dr.) L. Raja, President,

Manoj Kumar Behra, Associate
Professor and Dr. Disha Bhatt, Assistant
Professor, KISS. Dr. Kalpana Raja, Life
Member, IAEA also joined the function
online along with Prof. Raja from
Germany. A book entitled “Sacred
Groves of India: Ecology, Culture and
Conservation” authored by Dr. Manoj
Kumar Behra was also released on the
occasion by the dignitaries. During the
discussion officials tried to explore the

: Shri
Adding a new chapter

in the Secretary and Prof.
collaborative efforts towards the charge.
furtherance of adult and lifelong

education in India IAEA signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with
Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences

including Dr.
Hon’ble Founder,

Lecture Session

A lecture session on “From Oral Traditions to
Environmental Learming: Adult Learning Pathways through
Sacred Groves” was also organized on 17th September 2025
Jjointly by the Centre for Sacred Groves, School of Tribal Heritage
and Tribal Indology, Department of Anthropology, School of
Tribal Legal Studies and Tribal Rights, and the Intemal Quality
Assurance Cell (IQAC), in collaboration with the Indian Adult
Education Association (IAEA), New Delhi. Delivering the Keynote
Address Prof. Rajesh discussed the critical role of tribal education
in shaping the future of the nation. He pointed out that educating
marginalized communities is not merely a social responsibility
but also a prerequisite for inclusive national development.
Shri Suresh Khandelwal in his opening remarks emphasized the
growing importance of lifelong leaming and the necessity of
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Suresh Khandelwal,
From KISS a team of
academicians and faculty members

Achyuta Samanta,

Prashant Kumar Routray, Registrar, Dr.

General
Rajesh, Director In-

possibility of organizing 66th All India
Adult Education Conference jointly in
the campus of KISS. Both Dr. B.P.
Mohanty, President and Dr. Behra,
Secretary, Odisha Chapter, IAEA played

KISS & KIT, Dr. important role in organizing the

function at Bhubaneswar.

imparting quality education, particularly to tribal communities.
The welcome address was given by Dr. Manoj Behra while the
vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Manoranjan Mohapatra,
Head of the Department of Anthropology, KISS-DU. Dr. Sujata
Acharya, Associate Professor and Dean of the School of Tribal
Heritage and Tribal Indology (STHTI), KISS-DU, provided a
reflective concluding remark.
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Observed International Literacy Day 2025

Keeping the focus on the theme “Promoting Literacy in Digital Era” a number of programmes were organized under the aegis
of IAEA to observe the International Literacy Day 2025. A few of them require special mention.

IAEA Headquarters, New Delhi
—— | 1

A “Padho Likho Pratiyogita (Reading
and Writing Competition)” was
conceptualized to celebrate ILD while
engaging community people with it so
that the message of literacy and
empowerment reaches to those who
are still deprived of the light of
learning. As part of the programme
intensive awareness campaign in
three different spells were conducted
by the member of staff of IAEA and
the beneficiaries of IAEA Skill Centre -
door to door contact, contacted over
phone and one to one reach out on
ILD.

Amid heavy rain and flood threat,
all the members of staff of IAEA
including Shri B. Sanjoy, Smt. Neha
Gupta, Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, Shri
Vinay Chhetri, Shri Jai Bhagwan, Shri
Surinder Singh Yadav, Shri Bittoo and
Shri Kishore approached residents of
nearby slums areas and motivated
them to register for the competition.
As a result, not only children but a
number of neo-literate women also
registered themselves and received a
set of copy and pen in which they
were supposed to write at least two
pages from whatever reading material
they had. Around hundred sets of
stationaries were distributed in the
community. Sensing their hesitation,
each enrolled participant was further
contacted over phone and requested
to feel free to submit the copies with
text written in own hand writing. On
September 8th a team  of
beneficiaries of IAEA SKill Centre led
by the trainer Ms. Kajal visited the
nearby areas and asked the
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participants to come in time.

The  copies received were
evaluated by the organizing team to
identify best 10 hand writings. It was
certainly a matter of surprise that
even the neo-literates took the matter
with utmost sincerity and delivered
their best. In the evening the
Conference Hall at IAEA Headquarters
was nearly jam-packed with the
participants accompanied by their
parents.

The programme started with
enchanting the melodious patriotic
song “Galat Mat Kadam Uthao, Soch
Kar Chalo” by Dr. Kalpana Raja and
Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA who
joined the programme online from
Germany. It was so impressive that all
the participants automatically joined
singing the song. Thereafter, along
with Saraswati Vandana the
auspicious lamp was lighted by Prof.
Rajesh, Director In-charge who was
joined by Shri M. L. Sharma, Finance
Head, Shri B. Sanjoy, Research
Officer, Smt. Neha QGupta, Librarain-
cum-Documentation Officer, Shri

Kripal
Associate and all other member of
staff. While extending his blessings

Singh Mehra, Programme

and support to the cause of
community work Prof. L. Raja said
that transforming the Ilife at
grassroots level is the real testament
of our success. This was followed by
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depiction of a short film on literacy
“EK Chithhi” based on which a quiz
was also conducted. Euphoric
students enjoyed it to their core. A
number of parents successfully own
prizes in the quiz.

Before the prize for the champions
of “Padho-Likho Pratiyogita” (Reading

and Writing Competition) was
distributed, Shri Suresh Khandelwal,
General Secretary from Mhow and
Prof. Rajesh addressed the gathering
and encouraged all the community
people to keep participating in the
programmes organized by IAEA. Shri
Khandelwal said that 1AEA is ready to

do its best for the upliftment of
people in urban slums. All the
members of the staff of IAEA and
beneficiaries of IAEA Skill Centre did
their best to make the programme a
great success. The programme was
concluded with rendering the
National Anthem “Jana Gana Mana”.

Online Discussion on the Role of AE and LLL Departments under the NILP

To observe International Literacy
Week an online discussion was also
organized by IAEA on September 10,
2025 on “Catalysing Change: The
Role of Adult Education and Lifelong
Learning Departments under the New
India Literacy Program (2022-2027)”
which was participated by eminent
adult educationists and scholars from
different universities. The
deliberation held here came out with
certain important working points for
strengthening core areas of adult and
lifelong learning viz. Training &
Capacity Building, Data Collection &
Research Repository, Continuing
Education & Employability, Social
Inclusion & Defence, Recognition of
Prior Learning and Collaboration &
Networking. The proceeding of this
online discussion was divided into
inaugural session, interactive session,
Q&A session and concluding session.

The inaugural session began with
the welcome address delivered by
Prof. Rajesh, Sr. Professor, DCEE,
University of Delhi and Director In-
charge, IAEA was also addressed by

Prof. S.Y. Shah, Patron and
Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA and Prof.
Usha Sharma, Incharge, CNCL,

NCERT. Prof. Rajesh recalled the
vision of the Kothari Commission and
urged for greater institutional synergy
with [AEA for advancing lifelong
learning initiatives. Emphasizing
leadership role Prof. Shah desired
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IAEA to take a lead in the production
of manpower and resources for adult
education, dissemination of
knowledge generated through joint
academic efforts and strengthening
extension and professional support
across departments. He strongly
advocated for Recognition of Prior
Learning (RPL) through certification
programmes and Visiting Scholars
Fellowship Programme for young
scholars in adult education. Prof. Raja
highlighted the importance of NGOs,
voluntarism, and university
government collaboration to extend
the reach of adult education to rural
communities. Prof. Usha Sharma
delivered a detailed presentation on
ULLAS - Nav Bharat Saksharta
Karyakram, designed to achieve
100% literacy by 2030. She explained

its framework, which integrates
literacy, numeracy, life skills,
vocational education, and digital
empowerment.

During interactive session Prof.
Ajay Kumar, Associate Professor,
Group of Adult Education, JNU; Prof.
Ram Kumar Mahto, Assam University,
Silchar; Dr. Dhananjay Lokhande,
Department of Lifelong Learning,
University of Pune; Prof. Kumar
Ashutosh, Head, DCEE, University of
Delhi; Prof. Nasra Shabnam, Head,
Department of Adult and Continuing
Education and Extension, Jamia Millia
Islamia; Dr. Sangeeta Chatterjee and

Prof. P Adinarayana Reddy, Vice
President, IAEA gave important
suggestions related to the different
dimensions of ULLAS, quality
research publication, holistic
development of community, adult
education programmes for enhancing
employability, need assessment for
dgenerating reliable data, Recognition
of Prior Learning and digital literacy.
The interactive session was followed
by Q&A session in which pertinent
issues were raised by the participants
specifically Dr. Atul Gautam, Jamia
Millia Islamia who wanted to know how

JAEA can play a role in the
development of voluntarism.
Thereafter, Shri Suresh

Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA,
provided his reflections on the
session, offering blessings and
stressing the importance of adult
education as a national priority. He
urged that such initiatives must be
pursued with commitment at both
institutional and community levels.
The programme was facilitated by
Shri Kirpal Singh Mehra, Programme
Associate, IAEA while the concept
note was prepared by Shri Vivek
Chahar, PhD  scholar, DCEE,
University of Delhi under the
guidance of Prof. Rajesh. The
programme was concluded with the
vote of thanks proposed by
Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-
Documentation Officer, IAEA.
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Balak Mata Centres, Jamia Milia Islamia
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IAEA came forward to collaborate
with Balak Mata Centres (BMC), Jamia
Milia Islamia and organized colourful
programme at the BMC, Beriwala Bag,
New Delhi on September 9, 2025 to
observe ILD. BMC has been a key
proponent of literacy movement in the
marginalized sections of the society
which is now focussing on skill training
imparted to girls and running pre-
primary school for holistic development
of Kids. The programme here began with
the welcome address diven by
Smt. Yasmeen Parveen, Director of BMC.
Thereafter, Prof. Rajesh, Director In
charge and Smt. Nishat Farooq, EC
member, IAEA addressed the audience.
Narrating a number of life experiences,
Prof. Rajesh encouraged the participants
to imbibe lifelong learning for achieving

P o ” &

ILD at NCERT, New Delhi

The International Literacy Day (ILD)
2025 celebration at NCERT, New Delhi
was an occasion to trace the
achievements made on the count of pre-
defined national target of cent-percent
literacy for India. Organized on September
8, 2025 at Dr. Ambedkar International
Centre, New Delhi by the Department of
School Education & Literacy, Ministry of
Education this programme was addressed
both by the Union Minister for Education,
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan and Union
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for
Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and Minister of State for
Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary.

On this occasion Shri Pradhan
delivered a virtual address highlighting
India’s progress and vision for universal
literacy. Shri Pradhan underscored that
literacy goes beyond reading and writing.
It is a means to dignity, empowerment
and selfreliance. He noted that India’s
literacy rate has risen from 74 percent in
2011 to 80.9 percent in 2023-24, but
emphasised that true progress will be
achieved only when literacy becomes a
lived reality for every citizen. He spoke
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the best in their life.

The main attraction of the programme
was folk dance on the tune of "Bawan
Gaj ka Daman Paher Ke Matak Chalungi",
" Rangilo Maro Dholna" etc.; Mehndi
Application Competition, Poster Making
Competition highlighting message of ILD
and Musical Chair by the beneficiaries of
Tailoring Course run by Balak Mata
centres. The programme was also joined
by couple of scholars from the
Department of Adult and Continuing
Education, Jawaharlal Nehru University
and Jamia Milia Islamia University.
Excellent performance exhibited by the

about the transformative role of ULLAS
Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram, which
has enrolled over 3 crore leamers and 42
lakh volunteers. Nearly 1.83 crore
learmers have already taken foundational
literacy and numeracy assessments, with
90 percent success. He urged youth and
students to contribute to the literacy
mission, suggesting such efforts be
integrated with academic credits. Shri
Pradhan reiterated Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of education as
the foundation of civilisation and called
for renewed commitment to building a
literate, self-reliant and developed India.
Speaking on the occasion, Shri Jayant
Chaudhary expressed delight that
Himachal Pradesh has joined Mizoram,
Goa, Tripura, and Ladakh in declaring

participants in all the competitions were
appreciated by the audience. The
winners were further appreciated with
beautiful prizes which were handed over
to them by Prof. Rajesh and all.
Dr. Gyanendra Kumar and Shri Vinay
Chhetri also joined the programme. Vote
of thanks was proposed by Shri B.
Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA.

itself fully literate. He noted that it was
especially significant that states with
difficult terrains were among the first to
achieve this milestone.

The programme was also attended by
Shri Kishor Barman, Minister of Education,
Tripura, Dr. Vanlalthlana, Minister of
Education, Mizoram, and Shri Sanjay
Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL, along with
senior officials from the Ministry of
Education, NCERT, CBSE, KVS, NVS,
NCTE, NIOS, State/UT Education
Departments, Volunteer Teachers,
Learners, Neo-Literates, and other
stakeholders. The celebration of
International Literacy Day 2025 reaffirmed
India’s resolve to achieve the vision of a
fully literate Bharat and contribute towards
the overarching goal of a Viksit Bharat.
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IREA Organized a Special Session on Research Project Formulation and
Academic Documentation

The implementation of Four-Year Under-graduation
Programme (FYUP) has widened the coverage of students
pursuing academic research as part of their regular course
curriculum. This scheme has already acquired appreciation from
student community as it will play an important role in enhancing
their professional competencies. However, it appears to increase
challenges before teaching community on one hand while
underlining the lack of infrastructural support in academic
institutions on the other hand. IAEA has initiated a number of
programmes intended to provide opportunities to the scholars to
avail short term training in research project formulation. A special
session on “Research Project Formulation and Academic
Documentation for Publication Excellence” was organized by
IAEA in collaboration with Indraprastha College for Women,
University of Delhi on August 27, 2025 in which the main
speaker Prof. S. C. Rai, Department of Geography, University of
Delhi delivered a lecture highlighting important steps to be
followed by professionals while formulating a research project be
it for academic purpose or for any social intervention.

Organized in hybrid mode the programme began with a warm
welcome address by Prof. Rajesh, Sr. Professor, DCEE, University
of Delhi & Director In-charge, IAEA who also introduced the
theme of the session and its importance for young researchers
and educators. Thereafter, Prof. L. Raja, President of IAEA,
addressed the gathering and shared his insights on the role of
adult education and the growing relevance of research in shaping
inclusive and impactful policies. Shri S.C. Khandelwal, General
Secretary, IAEA underlined the importance of quality research
work in the present global scenario and said that IAEA has a
tradition to organize such programmes for the benefit of
students.

Prof. Rai said that the excellence in quality starts with adopting
a smart title for any proposed research project where “SMART”
stands for Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Replicable, and
Time-bound approach. He gave a clear overview of primary and
secondary research methods, various means of data collection,
and sampling techniques. He emphasized that questionnaires
should be tailored according to the availability and
understanding of the target group. He also highlighted the
importance of rapport building during fieldwork and warned
against overreliance on binary (yes/no) questions.

Important interventions were made by Smt. Nishat Farooq and
Dr. Asha Verma, both EC Members of IAEA. Smt. Nishat asked the
scholars to select the mode of research intelligently so that they
can get the desired outcome while Dr. Asha focussed on imbibing
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research ethics. Veteran adult educationist Prof. Anita Dighe also
Jjoined the programme online. Many scholars including Shri Vivek
Chahar, Ms. KM Tanu and Shri Siya Bihari also raised queries
which were addressed by the speakers. Shri Vivek Kumar Chahar,
Ph.D Scholar, DCEE, University of Delhi played an important role
in conducting the programme which was participated by many
scholars and members of the staff of IAEA. The programme was
concluded with the vote of thanks extended by Shri Kripal Singh
Mehra, Programme Associate, IAEA.

Union Sakshar Adult Literacy Programme

As part of the Kerala Union Adult Literacy Programme, an
orientation session on women entrepreneurship
development with a focus on tailoring and dress designing
was successfully = - 3
conducted on May 24, - ‘ e
2025 at Swaraj Jenavahini
Vikas Kendra,
Chadayamangalam,
Kerala. The programme §
organized in collaboration JRY
with the Rural Self
Employment Training Institute (RSETI), under the Ministry of
Rural Development, Government of India was coordinated
by trainees Ms. Nadha and Ms. Athira K, and addressed by
Dr. Hari R.S., Secretary of Swaraj Jenavahini Vikas Kendra.
The programme was aimed at empowering women through
skill-based learning and promote financial self-reliance
through self-employment opportunities. Dr. Hari, who was
the resource person said that skill training will open a
sustainable source of income.

A “Balavadi” - Children’s Club, was also organized by the

centre which was aimed at
| developing leadership
| qualities, enhance reading
{ habits, and promote social
interaction, creativity, and

~ emotional well-being
[ among children through
structured group activities. This initiative also served as a
platform for children to express themselves freely and
interact with peers in a supportive environment.

July-September 2025



Social Outreach Club Inaugurated at IAEA
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In the era of social media where the
visibility of a personality or institution
on digital platforms have become
synonymous with its presence, impact
and existence it is desirous for the
Association to utilize these platforms
for dissemination of information
related to the programmes and
activities organized by it. Moving ahead
on this line initiation of a Social
Outreach Club envisioned as a space
for student-led, community-oriented
initiatives that can integrate academic
engagement with grassroots realities,
was conceptualized by the Association
which was formally inaugurated on
June 25, 2025 at a meeting of
stakeholders held at IAEA
Headquarters. It is expected that going
beyond a formal institutional step this
initiative which symbolises
reaffirmation of the values of inclusive,
community-based education will help
reimagining adult education with the
power of partnerships and
participation.

The occasion was enriched by the
presence of eminent academicians
including Prof. L. Raja, President; Shri
Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary;
Prof. P.A. Reddy, Vice President, Prof.
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Rajesh, Director In-charge, IAEA & Sr.
Professor, DCEE, DU and Prof. Bharat
Singh, Principal, Zakir Hussain College
(Evening). Addressing the meeting
(online) Prof. Raja emphasized the
need to organize programmes which
encourage young scholars to join the
activities of IAEA. This will help us to
transcend the age boundary, he said.
Prof. P.A Reddy explained the need and
working of social clubs and asked
everybody to be specific and precise so
that such manifestations can be
optimally utilized to develop the social
connect of young scholars.

Prof. Rajesh shared his insights on
the evolving role of adult education in
addressing social inequalities and
fostering civic empowerment. While
sharing his views Prof. Bharat Singh
said that lifelong learning is going to
play a pivotal role in the
implementation of NEP 2020 and
ordganizations like IAEA with decades
long experience and nation-wide reach
can really act as a catalytic agent for
the same. Speaking on the occasion
Shri Suresh Khandelwal congratulated
all the participants for the launch of
social club and requested everybody
not to make it as one-time affair.

The event also drew reflections from
a recently held CSR dialogue hosted by
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IIT Madras, where a VC Intern from
Miranda House Ms. Sagarika Ghosh
also associated with IAEA was invited
to observe and explore innovative
educational models being
implemented through the Centre for
Outreach and Digital Education. After a
brief discussion on the topic all the
dignitaries and participants joined a
tree plantation programme in the
premises of IAEA.

The programme was concluded with
the vote of thanks extended by Shri
Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary,
IAEA. Entire = programme  was
coordinated by Ms. Sagarika Ghosh.
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[January 21-23, 2026]

Registration Form

Name

Age and Date of Birth

(please give in capital letters)

Complete Postal Address with pin code

Official

Residence

the relevant one)

Whether you require accommodation (Please tick

Yes / No

STD Code

Office

Residence

Fax No.

Mobile

e-mail

Date of arrival at Bhubaneswar

Date of departure from Bhubaneswar

Date

Signature
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Congratulations Dr. Letginlen Doungel

Dr. Letginlen Doungel of Somphung
Village, Lhungtin Subdivision, Saikul,
Sadar Hills, Kangpokpi District has
successfully completed his Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) on the topic: “Role
of Voluntary Organisations in the
Promotion of Adult Education and
Lifelong Learning — A Case Study of
Indian Adult Education Association
(IAEA)” from University of Delhi. His
thesis conducted under the
supervision of Prof. Rajesh, Senior
Professor and former HoD, DCEE, DU
explores the historical and
contemporary roles of voluntary
ordanisations, with a particular focus
on the initiatives of the Indian Adult
Education Association (IAEA) across
three significant phases: the pre-
independence period (1939-1946),
the post-independence period
(1947-1990), and the post-

liberalisation period (1991-2024). His
work highlights the evolution of adult
education in India and underscores the
significant contributions of the IAEA in
promoting adult education and lifelong
learning across the country. The
Association commends Dr. Doungel, a

Life Member of IAEA for his
outstanding scholarly contribution and
wishes him continued success in his
academic and professional pursuits.

Kind attention

Click
iaea-india.com
to visit the official website
of IAEA.

UNESCO. CONFINTEA VII Seventh International Conference
on Adult Education: Final Report: Adult learning and
education for sustainable development: A transformative
agenda. Germany, UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning,
2023: 115p.

The conference brought together over 1,100 participants from
149 countries to discuss how adult education can contribute to
achieving social justice, health, and sustainable development.

The objectives of CONFINTEA VII were to:

+ Bring together the international community to advance the
right to education for all.
+ Take stock of achievements in Adult Learning and Education

(ALE).

+ Discuss challenges in the field of adult education and
recommend solutions.
+ Develop a new framework for action - the Marrakech

Framework for Action — to make ALE a reality globally.

UNFPA India. State of the World Population 2025: The Real
Fertility Crisis: The pursuit of reproductive agency in a
changing world. India, UNFPA, 158p.

The 2025 State of World Population report, which includes a
UNFPA-YouGov online poll survey across 14 countries—India,
Brazil, Morocco, South Africa, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Italy,
Thailand, Hungary, United States, Sweden, Republic of Korea,
and Germany—with 14,000 respondents, reveals multiple
barriers to reproductive autonomy in India, such as financial
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limitations as one of the biggest barriers to reproductive
freedom.

Nearly 4 in 10 people said financial limitations are stopping
them from having the families they want. Job insecurity (21%),
housing constraints (22%), and the lack of reliable childcare
(18%) are making parenthood feel out of reach. Health barriers
like poor general well-being (15%), infertility (13%), and limited
access to pregnancy-related care (14%) add further strain. Many
are also holding back due to growing anxiety about the future—
from climate change to political and social instability—whereas
19% faced partner or family pressure to have fewer children
than they personally wanted, the report said.

India’s adolescent fertility rate remains high at 14.1 per
1,000 women aged 15-19 in comparison to countries like
China (6.6), Sri Lanka (7.3), and Thailand (8.3). This high rate of
fertility amongst adolescents endangers both maternal and child
health and affects education and employment outcomes.

The report says that India’s population growth has become
stable, with most families having around two children. But there
are significant differences between states—some, like Bihar,
still have high birth rates, while others, like Kerala, have low
ones. Many people, especially women, don’t have full freedom
to decide when or whether to have children because of money
problems, job insecurity, poor healthcare, family pressure, and
social expectations.

In India, one in three adults have had unintended
pregnancies, and nearly 30% couldn’t meet their personal goals
for having children. This shows the real fertility crisis is not
about having too many or too few children, but about people
not being able to make the choices they want. The report calls
for better health services, education, childcare, and support to
help everyone make free and informed decisions about
parenthood.

- Neha Gupta
Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer
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A meeting of the members of staff of IAEA was organized on
August 5, 2025 which was addressed by both Prof. L. Raja,
President and Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary, IAEA.
Speaking on the occasion Prof. Raja appreciated the working of all
the staff members and said short-term capacity building
programmes may be organized in order to accommodate emerging
challenges. Shri Khandelwal while appreciating the staff advised to
welcome forthcoming challenges with pro-active attitude. He said
the vast academic exposure and experience of Prof. Rajesh,

Staff Meeting

Director In-charge will certainly help us to achieve excellence. vwor
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IAEA and the Pocket Full of
Sunshine, a voluntary organization
working in slums and disadvantaged
colonies of Delhi have decided to work
together for the cause of development
of malnourished children and
enhancing the educational attainment
of dropout adolescents. In view of
opening an adult learning centre Smt.
Nishat Farooq, EC Member along with
Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer visited

- N

Ket Full
of Sunshine on July 4, 2025. Both of
them had a detailed discussion with
Smt. Azra Naqvi, Board Member and
Ms. Seema, Coordinator of the centre
about identification and enrolment of

dropout adolescents, training of
volunteers and teachers interested in
teaching the dropouts, availability of
infrastructure needed etc. It was
noticed that situated between Okhla

Vihar and Jasola Janta flats, New Delhi
the centre is surrounded by a number
of disadvantaged colonies where
children often get involved in some
sort of work for earning something and
stop going school. To bring them to
the centre requires motivation and
hence it was decided to conduct a
need assessment where one to one
contact is established with the drop
outs.

Inauguration of Adult Education Gentre

Executing the abore plan an Adult
Education Centre jointly managed by
IAEA and a locally based organization
named Pocket Full of Sun Shine was
inaugurated at Okhla Vihar, Jamia
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Nagar, New Delhi on July 19, 2025.
The center formally began with an
interaction with some identified
dropouts motivated to continue their
study further. Shri Suresh
Khandelwal, @ General Secretary,
Smt. Nishat Farooq, Member, EC,
Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge and
Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA
along with the officials of PFO Sun
shine Smt. Azra Naqvi and Ms. Seema
assessed the overall preparedness.
The programme was concluded with
the blessings given by Shri Suresh
Khandelwal, CS, IAEA.
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Book Release

; Three Day Traiing Program of Training o Trainers (10T}
from11-13th SepiemMr 05

Transgender Persons Pmmmnof Rights Act 2019& Rules 2020
Department of g Education al nsion
y of Delhi

A book entitled “A Paradigm Shift of Indian Higher
education” edited by Prof. P. Adinarayana Reddy, Vice

President and Dr. Uma Devi, Associate Secretary, IAEA
was released on September 13, 2025 by Prof. A. Mathew,
Senior Adult Educationist, Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge,
IAEA and Dr. Geeta Mishra, Associate Professor, DCEE,
joined by Dr. Biresh Pachisia and Ms. Poonam Rajput, DU.
Prof. Gajendra Singh, Chief Vigilance Officer, DU graced
the function as the Chief Guest. The book was released
during the “Training Programme of Training of Trainers on
Transgender Persons Protection of Rights Act 2019 and
Rules 2020” programme ordganized on September 11-13,
2025 by the DCEE, University of Delhi in collaboration
with Kirori Mal College, DU and National Institute of Social
Defence (NISD), MSJE, Govt. of India.

Commemorating 84th Birth Anniversary of K.C.Choudhary

Prof. L. Raja, President,
| | Shri A.H. Khan, Vice President,
» Shri Suresh  Khandelwal,
General Secretary and
Prof. Rajesh, Treasurer and
Director In-charge along with
all the members of the staff
offered reach tribute to late
K.C.Choudhary on his 84th
¢ Birth Anniversary. Dr. Kalpana
Raja was also present on the
~8 occasion who enchanted
versus of Shanti Mantra.

' &

Cotabrates
79 INDEPENDENCE DAY

A X 75

A cultural programme was organized by the IAEA Skill
Training Centre on August 14, 2025 to celebrate the 79th
Independence Day. Learners on this occasion performed
various cultural activities including singing and dancing on
patriotic songs and delivering speeches remembering the
valour of great national heroes. It was really appreciable that
the girls who were found to be hesitant to introduce
themselves only a couple of months ago were now
delivering speeches showcasing their aspirations. Lauding
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their performances Shri M. L. Sharma, Finance Head and
Office Coordinator extended his blessings to them on behalf
of Prof. L. Raja, President; Shri Suresh Kahandelwal, General
Secretary and Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge. Later on, all
the 3 Office Bearers also interacted with the beneficiaries
over video calls. The programme commenced with hoisting
the National Flag and singing the National Anthem "Jan Gana
Man" and concluded with rendering the National Song
"Vande Matram".
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Executive cnmmltlee Meetlng
il

The 168th meeting of the Executive Committee of IAEA
was held online on August 4, 2025 at 11:00 AM under the
Chairmanship of Prof. L. Raja, President which was
participated by 21 EC members. At the very outset rich
tribute were offered to late K.C. Choudhary on his 84th
birth anniversary followed by a silent prayer. Thereafter,
the EC confirmed the minutes of the last EC meeting held
on March 20, 2025 at the University of Veterinary and
Animal Sciences, Bikaner, Rajasthan; approved the report

of programmes and activities conducted from March -
July 2025, Annual Report — 2024 and the Audited
Statement of Accounts 2024-2025; and deliberated on
the points mentioned under any other matters. The EC
also approved the Life Membership of 40 individual
applicants. The meeting was facilitated by the members
of staff of IAEA.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks proposed by
Prof. Rajesh, Treasurer and Director-Incharge, IAEA.

DU Vice Chancellor’s Interns visited IAEA

The University of Delhi has created an opportunity for
internship for its students/scholars. The programme
entitled “Vice Chancellor's Paid Internship programme”
provides opportunity to receive first hand working
experience while getting certain emoluments to meet their

daily expenses. Two VC interns - Ms. Sagarika and
Shri Keshav and two scholars pursuing their Masters -
Ms. Vanshika and Shri Shourabh visited IAEA on June 20,
2025. They had very fruitful discussion with
Prof. S.Y. Shah, former Head, Group of Adult Education,
JNU, Prof. N. K. Ambasht, former Chairman, NIOS and
Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge, IAEA. Prior to coming to
IAEA office these interns viewed the documentary on IAEA
and raised a couple of queries related to the inception,
management and role of IAEA which were addressed by
the senior professors.

Webinar on the Role of IAEA in Strengthening Undergraduate Research Culture

A webinar on “The Role of IAEA in Strengthening Undergraduate
Research Culture” was organized by the Association on July 8, 2025
which led to some important recommendations including engagement
of students and scholars as intems, organizing project formulation
workshops and conducting research methodology training with
interdisciplinary focus for supporting sustainable research culture. The
webinar began with a welcome address by Prof. Rajesh, Director In-
charge, IAEA, who laid the foundation by articulating the paradigm shift
in Indian higher education brought by NEP 2020.

Quoting the evocative lines "Two roads diverged in a wood, and |
took the one less travelled by, and that has made all the difference."
from The Road Not Taken, Prof. Dinesh Khattar, Principal of Kirori Mal
College, University of Delhi opened the webinar on a thoughtful note.
Delivering an enriching presentation on ethical research and the art
of academic writing he encouraged the students to pursue research
not merely as a means to acquire marks but as a creative and
intellectual journey.

Drawing on his research experience at Gandhigram Rural Institute,
Prof. Raja highlighted the Association’s previous initiatives in running
shortterm research-oriented courses, particularly for non-traditional
learners. He emphasized that such interventions have the potential to
nurture research habits. Prof. B.K. Pattanaik, School of Extension and
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Development Studies, (IGNOU), outded the major functions of a
teacher in higher educational institution as Research, Teaching,
Extension, Publication.

Prof. Kumar Ashutosh, HOD, Department of Adult, Continuing
Education and Extension, University of Delhi, stressed the
importance of building a culture of critical inquiry, capacity building,
within extension-based programs and continuing education.
Additional academic reflections were shared by Ms. Parinita Batra,
Research Scholar, and Dr. Biresh Pachisia, Life Member of IAEA, who
pledged his voluntary support to strengthen outreach efforts in future
academic programmes led by IAEA.

Moreover, the event was graced by the presence of prominent
academicians like General secretary Shri Suresh Khandelwal,
Prof. S.Y. Shah, Prof. N. K. Ambasht, Prof. Anita Priyadarshini, IGNOU,
Dr. Ajay Kumar, JNU who joined it offline from IAEA and other eminent
professors like Dr. Asha Verma, Associate Secretary and Smt. Nishat
Farooq, Member EC, IAEA from diverse academic disciplines and
regions of the country, whose participation brought depth and breadth
to the deliberations. The session was concluded with a Vote of Thanks
delivered by Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA.

— Ms. Sagarika Ghosh
Vice Chancellor’s Intern, Miranda House, DU
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Free Eye Checkup Camp Organised by IAEA

Eyes plays an important role in our
overall wellbeing. However, due to lack of
awareness people often take it for granted
and do not take precautionary measures

In order to identify an institution
which can provide the medical support
a number of Eye Hospitals and Private
Practitioners were approached. It was
appreciable that the officials of the Dr.
Shroff’s Charitable Eye Hospital, Delhi
responded us quickly and favourably.
Consequently, a team from the
hospital comprising Shri Mahesh
Kumar Yadav, National Programme

ERAE T i 3= hi.‘ :

To make them sensitize door to door
campaign was conducted on June 20,
23 and 24, 2025 in which more than
250 families were approached and
designed posters were displayed at
major locations around ITO. A team of
IAEA staff members including Shri B.
Sanjoy, Research Officer, Smt. Neha,
Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer,

Eye

The Care Camp was
inaugurated on June 26, 2025 by Shri
Suresh Khandelwal, General

Secretary, Prof. S. Y. Shah, former
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to keep their eyes fit and fine for long. This
careless attitude invites lot of eye related
problems even at very early age. Hence,
IAEA developed a practice to conduct Eye

Exploring Medical Support

|7 N }'{3‘**"— ﬂ
Manager and Shri Rakesh Kumar, North
Regional Coordinator, Eicher Driver
Care Programme, Dr. Shroff’s Charity

Eye Hospital, Daryaganj, Delhi visited

Door to Door Campaign

Shri Kripal Singh Mehra, Programme

Associate, Shri Vinay Chhetri, Sr.
Assistant, Shri Jai Bhagwan, Assistant,
Shri Surender Singh Yadav, Caretaken
and three MPS Shri Bitoo, Shri Ravi
Subhramani and Shri Kishore Kumar
visited different areas and invited the
residents to come and get their eyes
checked by qualified doctors from Dr.

The Eye Care Camp

Mahesh
Kumar Yadav, National Programme
Manager and Shri Rakesh Kumar,
North Regional Coordinator, Eicher

Vice President, IAEA; Shri
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Check-up Camps for community people
as well as drivers in the nearby areas. This
year the camp was organized on June 26-
27, 2025 at IAEA Headquarters.

IAEA on June 19, 2025 and had a
detailed discussion with Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer and Shri Kripal Singh
Mehra, Programme Associate about the
modalities of cooperation extended by
Dr. Shroff’s team. They not only agreed
and offered to extend medical support
but also assured that they will keep
supporting IAEA’s  philanthropic

activities in future as well.

Shroff's Charitable Eye Hospital, Delhi
the collaborating partner for this camp.

Driver Care Programme, Dr. Shroff’s

Charity Eye Hospital, Daryaganj.
Adequate arrangements were made
to ensure hassle free check-up for all
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the visiting beneficiaries including
welcome and  waiting room,
registration desk, separate desks for
recording BP, Sugar and Wight. A well-
equipped mobile Ophthalmic Van
was arranged by Dr. Shroff’s
Charitable Eye Hospital for two
consecutive days where thorough
testing was done and prescription for
corrected glasses were given to each

beneficiary. The Doctors on role also
given advises for other eye related
treatment wherever required.

All the staff members and

volunteers from IAEA Skill Centre co-
operated the Doctors and other
medical practitioners to make the
check-up smooth.

Distribution of Corrected Glasses on Nelson Mandela International Day

The series of the programmes
conducted in the areas surrounding
IAEA Headquarters intended towards
creating health awareness and getting
sensitized to take care of one’s eyes
was culminated on July 18, 2025
when a programme was organized to
celebrate the Nelson Mandela
International Day. On the occasion

around 80 persons from nearby
communities received corrected
glasses handed over to them by Prof.
S. Y. Shah, Patron, Shri Suresh
Khandelwal, General Secretary and
Prof. Rajesh, Director In- charge,
IAEA. The programme began with a
brief introduction by Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer, IAEA about the life

and message of Nelson Mandela, an
apostle of Mahatma Gandhi and the
first black President of South Africa,
who fought against apartheid and
spend more than 27 long years
behind the bars. His struggle resulted
into awarding voting rights to the
adults and the eradication of some of
the most discriminating practices
imposed on the common people of
South Africa. Thereafter, Shri Mukul
Kumar, representative of the Dr.
Shroff’s  Charity Eye  Hospital
enlightened the beneficiaries about
important measures to be adopted
for keeping the eyes healthy. He also
replied a number of queries/doubts
raised by the participants. Most of the
beneficiaries expressed their
satisfaction for the way they were
welcomed, got their eyes checked-up
and received the corrected glasses as
promised to them.

This month-long initiative received
much appreciation from the community
people for the dedicated efforts made
by IAEA for their wellbeing. The
programme was concluded with the
blessings given by Prof. S. Y. Shah,
Patron, Shri Suresh Khandelwal,
General Secretary and Prof. Rajesh,
Director In- charge, IAEA. Entire staff of
IAEA took special effort to make the
programme a great success.

Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA attended (online)
the General Body meeting of the India Literacy
Board, Lucknow held on July 2, 2025 at the
Headquarters of Uttar Pradesh Real
Regulatory Authority. He gave constructive
suggestions for materializing the aims and

objectives of ILB.
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Announcement

R.N.I. No. 53577 /1991
Published on December 24, 2025

66th All India Adult Education Conference at Bhubaneswar

The 66th All India Adult Education Conference will be held at
Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) — Deemed to be
University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha from January 21-23, 2026. The
conference will be jointly organized by the Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi and the Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences,
Bhubneswar. The theme of the conference is “Scoring Adult and
Lifelong Learning Opportunities for All: A Way Forward for Full
Employment”.

The sub-themes are:

Major Subthemes include:

1. NEP 2020: Conceptual Framework for Adult and Lifelong
Learning for All & Full Employment

2. Adult and Lifelong Learning for All for Full Employment: Role
of Academic Institutions

3. Decoding Multidisciplinary Approach for Adult and Lifelong
Learning for Sustainable Development

4. Role of Community Organizations for Upgrading Adult and

Lifelong Learning

ULLAS & Adult and Lifelong Learning for All

Harnessing RPL for Adult and Lifelong Learning for Full

Employment

7. Promotion of Adult and Lifelong Learning by the Government

8. Women Empowerment and Lifelong Learning

9. Opportunities and Challenges for Lifelong Learning

10. Reviving Sacred Groves through Participatory Adult Learning
and Local Governance

11. Gender justice and Literacy Programme for Tribal Women

12. Tribal Language, Literature, and Adult Learning for Cultural
Continuity

13. Promoting and Preserving Marginal Literature: An Adult
Learning Initiative

14. Preservation of Tribal Heritage through Adult Education

15. Heritage Ecologies among Indian Indigenous Communities

Abstract Submission:

Submit by December 31, 2025 (max. 500 words) via

66aiaecbhubaneswar26@gmail.com or directoriaeca@gmail.com.

Full Paper Submission:

Due by January 15, 2026. (Format: MS Word, Times New Roman,

12pt, 1.5 spacing).

Registration fee

Registration Period Delegates Students
Till December 31, 2025 Rs.2500/- Rs.1500/-
January 1 - January 15, 2026 Rs. 3000/- Rs.2000/-

Note: For current students/research scholars, and faculty
members of Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences, Deemed to be
University, the registration fees are set at ¥500 and %1,000

respectively, to encourage broad participation and engagement.

Food and accommodation will be provided from the evening of
20th January 2026 to 24th January 2026 morning. Local
participants will not be provided accommodation and will be served
lunch and tea only.

Important Places to Visit

Lingaraj Temple

Shree Jagannath
Temple, Puri

Mode of Payment

Demand Draft drawn in favour of “Indian Adult Education
Association” payable at New Delhi may be sent by post to Indian
Adult Education Association, 17-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi —
110 002.

Details for NEFT

Name : Indian Adult Education Association
Bank : Canara Bank,

Branch : DTC L.P. Depot, I.P. Estate, New Delhi
A/c No : 91262010001900,

IFSC Code : CNRB0O019126

© |

(directoriaca@gmail.com) with
complete information of payment.

All are cordially invited to attend
the conference.

Kindly confirm your participation
to IAEA by sending your complete
postal address with pin code (both
personal and official), e-mail ID,
and mobile number through e-mail:
directoriaca@gmail.com and copy
to iaeadelhi@gmail.com .

The month of January will be &

QR code is also given for -
payments with an e-mail |
il

2081317 36001200  crrh

EHiMp LIk
winter and hence, participants DIGITAL RUPEE g
attending the conference may S ACLEFTED Huwnk
come with adequate woolen
clothing for proper protection. Other logistic will be shared to you
after registration.

(Suresh Khandelwal)
General Secretary
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Indian Adult Education Association

The Indian  Adult
Education Association has
decided to offer two
Fellowships, in the name of late K. C.
Choudhury, the former President of the
IAEA to young scholars (one male and one
female) below the age of forty to
undertake community-based action

research.The duration of the Fellowship
will be six months. A sum of Rs.50000/-
(fifty thousand)will be provided to each
selected Fellow.

Interested candidates may submit
a brief proposal of one page,
including the breakup of the budget.
Not more than half the amount may
be spent on project expenses, and
the remaining half will be given as
honorarium to the Fellow after the
submission of the report.

The work can be undertaken in
collaboration with any local NGO or
an academic institution.Preference
will be given to those applicants who

K. C. Choudhary Memorial Fellowship - Application Invited

are registered as Doctoral students.Last
date of submission of application is
January 30,2026.

Interested candidates may send their
application to Professor Rajesh,Director
In-charge, IAEA e-mail:
directoriaea@gmail.com or through
WhatsApp (9873302532) with a copy to
Ms. Neha (9990429884%)
e-mail : jjae1939@gmail.com

— Shri Suresh Khandelwal
General Secretary

Printed & Published by Suresh Khandelwal on behalf of Indian Adult Education Association, 17-B, Indraprastha
Estate, New Delhi - 110 002 and Printed at M/s. Graphic World, 1686, Kucha Dakhni Rai, Darya Ganyj,
New Delhi — 110 002. [Tel: 011-43489048], E-mail: directoriaea@gmail.com, Website: iaea-india.in

Editor: Suresh Khandelwal
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EglndianAdull Education Association -
Book Release Ceremony

Two books, one in English entitled “Fostering Lifelong
Learning in Higher Education: AE to Al” edited by Prof. L.
Raja, President; Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General
Secretary and Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge, IAEA and

the other in Hindi entitled “3rofiasl PR U ¥@reerd
(Lifelong Learning and One Health)” edited by Shri
Rajendra Joshi, Associate Secretary, IAEA were released

B Len
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Book Release Ceremony

by the Chief Guest Dr. Jagdish Kaur, Regional Advisor,
World Health Organization on October 9, 2025 in a grand
function held at IAEA Headquarters. The book release
function witnessed an academic confluence where
eminent academicians and scholars from the field of adult
and lifelong learning came together to discuss the concept
of ‘One Health’ and the role of lifelong learning in fostering
the same.Speaking on
the occasion Dr.
af Jagdish Kaur, Chief
QGuest elaborated
various important
aspects related to the
approach of one
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health viz. core principles, importance of the approach,
dgenesis of one health programme in India and emerging
global coordination among nations to realize healthy and
holistic global life. The detail of her speech is highlighted
in the box (page-4).

The programme began with a prayer rendered by
Dr. Kalpana Raja, a well-known adult and lifelong learning
functionary. Thereafter, the ceremonial lamp was lighted
by the dignitaries on dais including the Chief Guest Dr.
Jagdish Kaur, Prof. L. Raja, Shri Suresh Khandelwal, Prof.
Rajesh, Shri Rajendra Joshi, Dr. D.P. Singh, Regional
Director, IGNOU and a learner from the IAEA SKill Centre.

Prior to the beginning of the programme all the
participants introduced themselves
while the dignitaries were introduced
respectively by Dr. Nitish Anand, EC
Member, Shri B. Sanjoy, Research

Officer, Shri Kripal Singh Mehra,

\ W Programme Associate and Dr. Geeta
\"\ & 3 Mishra, )

\. \.}fd Council D (o cocon pseten 1

Book R remony

Member.

As part of ceremonial
welcome the dignitaries
were offered with saplings
as a symbol of our
commitment to protect the

nature. The Chief Guest Dr.
Jagdish Kaur was
welcomed by Prof. L. Raja
while Shri Rajendra Joshi,
Special Guest was
welcomed by Dr. Geeta
, Mishra. Prof. Raja, Shri
" = Khandelwal and Prof.
Rajesh were welcomed respectively by Prof. Rajesh, Prof.
Anita Priyadarshini and Smt. Neha Gupta.

In his welcome address Shri Suresh Khandelwal
extended hearty welcome to all the dignitaries,
academicians and scholars and said that the Association
has given utmost priority to publications on latest issues
concerning society specifically education and lifelong

ks Indian Ayl Education Association »
Book Release Ceremony

Or. Jagdish Kaur
ey
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learning. He appreciated Dr. Jagdish Kaur for readily
accepting the invitation and extending support to the
cause of one health and lifelong learning. Shri Khandelwal
also requested all the
participants to write quality
papers both in Hindi and
English for IAEA’s regular
publications.

Delivering the
introductory speech Prof.
Raja narrated in brief the
concept of “One Health”, \ ‘
its importance for restoring global health and the role of
lifelong learning in promoting the same. He said that one
of the core principles of the Indian culture and civilization
has been the realization of oneness across the creation
and the wellbeing of it. From the Vedic to Gandhian era till
now we have been groomed with the same principle at the
centre of our family, social and institutional life.
Emphasizing the role of IAEA, he said that providing
adequate and appropriate space to the scholars to express

their ideas has always been our focus area.

Thereafter, both the books were released
simultaneously by the dignitaries which was followed by
an introductory note on the book entitled “3rrsflast ifermd
U wWrer” (Lifelong Learning and One Health)” by its
editor and the Special Guest in the function Shri Rajendra
Joshi. Shri Joshi explained how the thought of one health
has been perceived and practiced by native people as
integral part of their socio-religious belief. He said that the
elders in the family used to sensitize the childrenabout
protecting nature and its every constituent entity from very
childhood.

Prof. Rajesh detailed the content and importance of the
book “Fostering Lifelong Learning in Higher Education: AE
to Al”. He said that not only academicians but common
men are also utilizing Al based tools and applications to
make their daily life
comfortable. However, it
is quite difficult for many
especially those who
lack digital literacy, to
match the pace with
which the use of Al is
engulfing the
professional  domain.
The book gives a fair

e INdian Agyiy g
Ut Educatig

4 on Ass
B

ok Release C-zvcmony
|
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Dr. Vandana Chakraharti hecomes the fourth Indian to receive the
coveted International Hall of Fame Award

A life member of IAEA since 2012 and the recipient of Tagore Literacy Award (2018) Prof.
(Dr.) Vandana Chakrabarti, former Director, Department of Lifelong Learning and Extension
and Pro Vice-Chancellor of SNDT Women’s University was bestowed upon the coveted
International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame Award for 2024 in a prestigious
ceremony held at the University of Florence, Italy. Established in Oklahoma in 1996, the
International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame recognizes distinguished leaders
in continuing education and adult learning and permanently displays in the Hall information
about their exceptional journey in this field. Before her, Prof. (Dr.) S. Y. Shah (2015),
Dr. Rajesh Tandon (2011) and Ms. Maria Khan (2008) have received this honour.

Round Table Discussion on Technology-Facilitated

Gender Based Violence

A Round Table Discussion on “Technology-Facilitated Gender Based Violence” was hosted by the YWCA of Delhi’s Youth
Committeeon December 5, 2025 at the office of Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA). Organised as part of the global
campaign, 16 Days of Activism to End Violence Against Women, the conference created a meaningful space for discussion where
young participants shared their real experiences, discussed challenges, and collectively explored solutions to make digital spaces
safer and more inclusive for everyone special guest at the event was Shri Ashok, ACP, Cyber Cell, Delhi Police who was the Special
Guest in the event shared valuable insights on the rising cases of cybercrime, especially those affecting women and girls. IAEA was
represented by Smt. Neha Gupta, Librarian Cum Documentation Officer and Shri Vivek Kumar Chahar, Research Scholar, DCEE, DU
who actively participated in the round table.

Prof. Satish Kumar Bhati,
former Officiating Vice
Chancellor, Jamia Milia Islamia
who was a Life Member of IAEA
since 1990 left for his heavenly
abode on December 6, 2025. His
dedication, wisdom, and lifelong
commitment to the field of adult
and continuing education
touched countless lives and
shaped the academic community
in profound ways.

Obituary

: Dr. Shreepati Rastogi, former

. Director, India Literacy Board, State
Resource Centre and Jan Shikshan
| Sansthan, Lucknow suffered a major
| heart attack. He breathed his last in
the morning of December 17, 2025 at
his residence. A Life Member of IAEA
| since 2003, Shri Rastogi was one of
| the most experienced and my dear
personality in the field of adult
education.

We in IAEA pay our heartfelt condolence to the departed souls.

IAEA Newsletter
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General Secretary Appreciated the New Look of IJAE

The redesigned issue of the Indian
Journal of Adult Education was reviewed by
Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary Journal. Shri Khandelwal appreciated the
and Editor of the Journal during his recent
visit to the IAEA Headquarters. He was joined Journal and asked to maintain the quality of
in the process by Prof. Rajesh, Director In-
charge & Associate Editor; Shri B. Sanjoy,
Research Officer & Assistant Editor and Smt.

Neha Gupta, Librarian-cum-Documentation
Officer & Editorial Coordinator of the

'new look and enhanced quality’ of the
it further for the readers. He also emphasized

that efforts should be made to give space to
young scholars and their quality writing.

All India Conference on Land Justice

and Protection of Marginalised
Communities

The All India
Conference on Land
Justice and Protection
of Marginalised
Communities
organized by the All 3
India Forum for ™
Women Intellect

(AIFWI) in collaboration with the National Land Rights
Movements, Adivasi and Dalit Collectives, Women’s Networks
and Legal Advocacy Groups was held on November 28, 2025
at HKS Surjeet Bhawan, New Delhi. The conference where
inaugural and keynote address was delivered respectively by
Shri Rajendra Paul Goutham, former Minister, GNCTD and Prof.
Bina Agarwal, Development Economics and Environment,
University of Manchester witnessed intense discussion
onchallenges faced by Dalits, Adivasis, women farmers,
fisherfolk, forest communities, and the urban poor, who are
losing access to land due to development projects, unclear
land laws, and weak protection mechanisms. IAEA was
Librarian-cum-

represented by Smt. Neha QGupta,
Documentation Officer who attended the conference.

[AEA’s Gender Sensitisation
Committee Meetmg

A meeting of IAEA’s
Internal Complaints
Committee and Gender
Sensitisation Committee
Meeting was held on
November 20, 2025 at :
Association’s Headquarters Wthh was attended by Smt. lehat
Farooq, Chairman and four members including Dr.Chayanika
Uniyal,Dr. Geeta Mishra, Dr. Gyanendra Kumar and Dr.Joycia
Thorat. Members broadly discussed about programmes and
activities that can be organized for sensitizing various
stakeholders about gender issues viz. orientation-cum-training
programmes, inhouse workshop and installing suggestion box
for gender related issues. The meeting was facilitated by Smt.
Neha Gupta who also proposed the vote of thanks.
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DU-VC IIIIeI'IIS VISIIE(I IAEA

Four students-Ms. Bhpinder Kaur, Ms. QGauri
Chauhan, Ms. Vanshika Ghadiyen and Ms. Vanshika
Karnani selected as VC interns, University of Delhi
visited IAEA on November 20, 2025 as part of their
internship programme. They had a brief discussion
with Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA who
explained the way this opportunity can be utilized by
them for acquiring hands-on training, getting field
exposure and enhancing their employability skills.
To make the interns acquainted with IAEA they were
also briefed about the genesis, history, mission and
vision and programmes and activities of the
Association viz-a-viz. the growth of adult and lifelong
learning movement in India.

66th AIAEC Brochure Released

The Conference g
Brochure for the 66th
All India Adult Education
Conference to be held .
at Kalinga Institute of |
Social Sciences,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha —
was released on December 19, 2025 by Shri Suresh
Khandelwal, General Secretary who was joined by Prof.
Rajesh, Director In-charge, Dr. V. Mohankumar, former
Director, Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer and Smt. Neha
Gupta, Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer, IAEA. The
Brochure highlights various important aspects of the
conference including major themes and sub-themes,
procedure for registration and submission of academic
papers and historical places in and around Bhubaneswar
for prior information.

@ October-December 2025

idea about how even common man can adapt themselves
with Al based tools and applications availing the
opportunity of lifelong learning, he said.

After both the books were introduced by their
respective editors Dr. Biresh Pachisia, National Trainer,
AIDs Control Society and Ms. Parinita Batra, Research
Scholar, DCEE, University of Delhi categorically
appreciated the content and examined how timely these
publications have been brought out.
Dr. Pachisia said that from United
Nations to the establishment in the
country, the concept of one health is
being discussed and emphasized
» almost on every important forum
now. This is in response to the
perceived imbalances caused to the
nature by human being and to
minimize its disastrous impact. This book will certainly
sensitize the readers and help them to imbibe a nature
friendly lifestyle where people will understand the inter-
dependability.

The book “Fostering Lifelong Learning in Higher
Education: AE to Al” presents a panoramic view of lifelong
learning in the Indian and global context enriched by the
experiences and reflections of students and scholars alike,
said Ms. Parinita Batra. It captures the
transformation of higher education
where the enduring values of adult
learning meet the innovations of
artificial intelligence. From the
learners’ perspective, the book
reveals how national initiatives such
as the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, Study Webs of Active
Learning for Young Aspiring Minds
(SWAYAM) and the Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) have made education more flexible and
accessible. Students express appreciation for digital
learning opportunities but also highlight barriers such as
time constraints, lack of mentorship and limited access to
academic resources. Scholars echo these insights
emphasizing that lifelong learning thrives only when
institutions nurture curiosity, inclusion and self-directed
growth. In essence this book celebrates lifelong learning
as both a human right and a collective responsibility.

IAEA Newsletter

Towards the conclusion of the programme few
participants raised a couple of queries and gave important
comments on the activities and programmes being
conducted now-a-days surrounding the concept of One
health across the country. On this occasion the Chief
Guest Dr. Jagdish Kaur along with Prof. Raja, Shri
Khandelwal and Prof. Rajesh appreciated the team of IAEA
which successfully conducted an evaluation research
entitled “Study to Understand the Impact of
Communication Campaign Carried Out on Various
Mediums by the Delhi Government" assigned by
Department of Planning, Government of NCT of Delhi
under the leadership of Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer,
IAEA.

The Book Release Function also provided an
opportunity for group discussion on a wide range of issues
as many veterans in the field got assembled there with a
commitment to take the work of the Association forward.
Entire programme was coordinated by Shri B. Sanjoy who
also extended the vote of thanks.
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One Health Approach is a must for Our Own Survival and Coexistance
— Dr. Jagdish Kaur, Regional Advisor, WHO

sy

= 7 s
Book Release

‘Shri Surosh Khandelwal Raposh

The One Health Approach is a
collaborative method that acknowledges
the interconnectedness of human, animal,
plant and environmental health to prevent,
predict, and respond to global health
threats. It involves cooperation between
various sectors such as public health,
agriculture, and environment to address
shared challenges like disease outbreaks,
antimicrobial resistance, and food safety,
recognizing that these issues cannot be
solved in isolation. Key organizations like
the World Health Organization (WHO), Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
and World Organization for Animal Health
(WOAH) form a One Health Quadripartite to
advance his unified approach. The whole
concept revolves around few core
principles.

Core Principles

+ Inter-connectedness: The health of
human beings, animals, plants, and the
wider environment are intrinsically
linked and interdependent.

+ Integration: It brings together different
sectors, disciplines, and communities
to work on health challenges from a
holistic perspective.

+  Collaboration: Requires coordinated
efforts between various stakeholders,
including governments, researchers
and communities to share data and
implement joint responses.

Why One Health is Important

Disease Prevention: Helps to prevent and
control diseases, particularly zoonotic
diseases that can jump from animals to
humans, like Avian Influenza and the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Global Health Threats: Strengthens

IAEA Newsletter

global preparedness and response to
emerging infectious disease.

Sustainability: Supports sustainable
development by addressing issues such as
climate change, biodiversity loss and food
and water security.

Economic benefits: The preventative
costs of a One Health Approach are often
more modest that manage endemic
diseases and pandemics, according to the
World Bank.

Examples of One Health in
Action

Surveillance: Developing shared
databases and surveillance systems across
sectors to detect health threats early.

Research: Fostering cross-disciplinary
research to better understand this links
between human, animal, and
environmental health.

Policy: Guiding policy decisions at local,
national and global levels to ensure
integrated health strategies.

Global Coordination

The One Health Quadripartite: The WHO,
FAO, UNEP, and WOAH work together to
integrate efforts on human, animal and
environment health.

Focus Areas: The Quadripartite identifies
key areas such as antimicrobial resistance,
food safety, environmental health and the
control of zoonotic diseases.

India is developing a National One Health
Mission (NOHM) to integrate human, animal,
and environmental health to prevent
zoonotic diseases and antimicrobial
resistance, moving from reactive to
proactive responses. This includes scientific
studies on human wildlife environment
interfaces, enhancing real time surveillance,
improving legal frameworks for inter-
sectoral collaboration and establishing One
Health Committees at state and district
levels to operationalize the approach across
society. The National Institute of One Health
in Nagpur serves as the anchor for these
efforts, coordinating One Health activities
nationwide and globally. Key aspects of
India’s One Health Approach are:

Interdisciplinary integration:

The core idea is to break down silos
between sectors, recognizing the
interconnectedness of health challenges
like zoonotic diseases (diseases transmitted
from animals to humans), antimicrobial
resistance and food safety.

Proactive Preparedness

The initiative aims to shift from reactive
disease responses to proactive
preparedness, using advanced science to
anticipate and mitigate public health risks,
especially concerning zoonotic spill over
events.

National One Health Mission
(NOHM)

This government initiative seeks to
coordinate One Health efforts, establish
real-time surveillance models for zoonotic
diseases and conduct inter-ministerial
scientific studies in high risk areas.

Legal & Policy Framework

There is a focus on assessing and
strengthening the legal framework through
a national consultation to facilitate multi-
sectoral dialogue and  actionable
recommendations for enhanced One Health
activities.

Institutionalization

To implement the One Health approach
effectively, India proposes establishing One
Health Commiittees at the state and district
levels.

Public-Private-People Partnership

The concept aims to evolve from a
purely governmentled programme to a
whole-of-society = response, fostering
broader collaboration and joint execution
of interventions.

Why One Health is Critical for
India?

High-Risk Environment

India’s diverse wildlife, large
livestock population, high human
density, and extensive flora create
opportunities for disease spread
between humans, animals and the
environment.

Pandemic Prevention

Lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic
and other outbreaks, like Lumpy Skin
Disease and Avian Influenza, highlight the
need for an integrated approach to
prevent future pandemics.

Addressing AMR

The irrational use of antibiotics in
livestock contributes to the spread of
resistant microbes, making the One
Health approach essential for managing
antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

October-December 2025

IGNOU December TEE 2025

December 2025 Term End Examination (TEE) of IGNOU
which commenced on December 1, 2025 and will
continue till January 14, 2026, is being successfully
conducted by the Association which has been assigned
the IGNOU Exam Centre Code 29049(P). An online
orientation programme which was conducted on
November 28, 2025 by IGNOU was attended by the Centre
Superintendent along with all the members of IAEA
involved in this process. This helped them to understand
the modified rules and regulations to be followed during
the examinations. Accordingly, detailed arrangements
were made for ensuring smooth conduct of the
examinations. In this spell of the examination a total of
5582 students were allocated by IGNOU RC2 to this

centre.

As per the guidelines set-up for online monitoring, day-
to-day attendance, relevant photographs and video
clippings of all the examination halls is being sent to the
concern officials of Regional Centre 2 on regular basis.
The entire team of IAEA is making special effort to make
the examinations a hassle-free affair for the students
which was closely monitored both by the General
Secretary Shri Suresh Khandelwal, Vice President Prof. P.A.
Reddy and the Director In-charge Prof. Rajesh along with
the Centre Superintendent Shri M.L. Sharma. Regular visit
is being also made by the officials of IGNOU to ensure
coordination at every level for smooth conduct of the
exams.

IAEA Newsletter
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Kerala Chapter

IINIIIN SAI(SIIAII AIIlIlT LITERACY PRIIGIIAMME

Imparting life
skills to the adult
learners has been an
integral part of the
Union Sakshar Adult
Literacy Programme.
Focussing on this
very important
aspect a life skKill
session was organized jointly by the Kerala State Branch of
IAFEA and Swaraj Jenavahini Vikas Kendra on October 19,
2025 at the Kerala Life Skills Education Learning Centre,
Chadayamangalam which was addressed by Prof.V.Reghu,
Vice President, IAEA and Chairman, State Branch. The
programme was attended by 35 participants from different
part of Chadayamangalm block, Kollam.

Addressing the session which was mostly attended by

women learners Prof.
Reghu emphasized
the need to
understand life skill
education and
acquiring relevant |
skills including the
concept of self-
awareness,  critical
thinking, stress management for smooth handling of day-to-
day affairs by the adult learners. Shri Harish Kumar, Secretary
IAEA Kerala State Branch also addressed the participants and
requested them to pay special attention on new trends in
technology and mobile learning. Dr. Hari, Treasurer, IAEA
Kerala State Branch & Programme Coordinator, Adult Literacy
Centre welcomed the gduests and participants to the
programme.

Seminar on the Relevance of Lifelong Learning

A seminar on the “Relevance of Lifelong Learning” was
organised on November 8, 2025 at Trivandrum by the Kerala
State Branch of IAEA to observe the birth anniversary of well-
which was
participated by the members of IAEA Kerala State Branch and the
Council of Teacher Education, faculty members, academicians,
research scholars and social workers. Prof. V. Reghu, Vice
President of IAEA highlighted the role of various stakeholders in
the furtherance of lifelong learning while emphasizing its

known adult educator Dr.K.Sivadasan Pillai

relevance and importance.

Prof. K. Parthasarathy, former Vice Chancellor, Tamil Nadu
Open University, Tamil Nadu visited IAEA along with his
wife Smt. Mangayarkarasi Parthasarathy on September 28,
2025. He joined the members of staff of IAEA on the
morning prayer and shared his experience gained durmg
the decades long ‘ ‘

academic journey.
As an ardent votary
of .
entrepreneurship
and innovation he
desired
professionals and
social activists to
develop a knack for innovative practices for developing
entrepreneurship. The discussion was also joined by Dr.
Kalpana Raja, Social Activist and Dr.Joycia Thorat who is a
policy advisor and dgender specialist. Prof. L. Raja,
President, IAEA extended his hearty greetings to the
visitors and assured them that IAEA will keep on working
for the betterment of the society.

Prof. Sujit Kumar Paul, Department of Lifelong Learning
and Extension, Viswa Bharti, West Bengal visited IAEA on
October 16, 2025 to meet Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge
and discuss the scope of strengthening the work of IAEA

State Branch in West Bengal. The discussion was also
participated by Shri M.L. Sharma, Coordinator; Smt. Neha
Qupta, Librarian-cum-Documentation Officer and Shri
Kripal Singh Mehra, Programme Associate, IAEA. Prof. Paul

handed over a copy of the “Journal of World Education” to
Prof. Rajesh for keeping it in the IAEA Library. He also
went through IAEA Library and was offered a copy recently
brought out Directory providing important information
about the Departments of Adult and Lifelong Learning
Education functioning as part of different universities in
India.

On the occasion Prof. Paul and Dr. K. Gireesan, Head,
Department of Public Administration, Rajiv Gandhi
National Institute of
Youth
Development,
Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports,

Govt. of |India,
Regional Centre
Chandigarh  also

handed over a copy

of the book entitled “Bet Practices in Sustainable
Development Goals” jointly edited by both of them to
each Prof. P. A. Reddy, Vice President and Prof. Rajesh.
Shri Satyabrat, Director, Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi
visited IAEA on October 24, 2025 to interact with Prof. L.
Raja, President and
all the members of
the staff of IAEA. A
person having wide |
exposure in the |\
field of B8
administration Shri (&g
Satyabrat also owes - /
huge experience in handlmg secretarlal affairs related to
parliamentary procedures and a keen interest in holistic
wellbeing. He considers spiritual enlightenment as the
basis of human happiness and works along with his
friends and associates to promote the same. During the
discussion he also shared his own experience gained
while working with people for improving their happiness
quotient.

Kailash Choudhary Lifetime Achievement Award - Meeting for
finalizing the Guidelines

The Award Committee constituted by IAEA met on October 9, 2025
at the Headquarters of the Association to finalize the guidelines for
newly constituted Kailash Choudhary Memorial Lifetime Achievement

The learners of IAEA SKill Training Centre organized a colourful programme to celebrate Deepawali — the festival of
lights on October 17, 2025 which was also participated by all the members of staff of IAEA. The centre was beautifully
decorated with Diyas, Rangolis and Posters. The programme began with offering prayer by the senior most staff
member Shri M.L.Sharma, Coordinator & Finance Head, IAEA followed by folk songs and dance by the learners. The
programme was concluded with Deepwali Greetings offered by Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA who wished all
the participants and their loved ones a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous life ahead. He also shared with all the well
wishes sent by Prof. L.Raja, President; Shri Suresh Khandelwal, General Secretary and Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge.

Award. Presided over by Prof. N. K. Ambasht, Chairman, Award
Committee the meeting was attended by Shri S. C. Khandelwal, Member
Secretary and three members including Prof. Rajesh, Smt. HNishat
Farooq, Dr. Varsha Das. The meeting was facilitated by Shri Kripal Singh
Mehra, IAEA. A detailed discussion was held in the meeting and the
suggestions emerged were noted for finalizing the guidelines.
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NOTICE FOR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE FOR COUNCIL MEETING
To
To

All the memb i i
mbers of the Executive Committee. All the Elected Members of the Council and Co-opted Members.

Sir/Madam, SirlMadam

We are pleased to inform you that the upcomin, i i i
_ g Executive Committee meetin,
is s;hedqled for January 22, 2026 (Wednesday) at 5:00 p.m. at Kalinga Institute o%
Social Sciences (KISS), Bhubaneswar, Odisha to consider the following agenda items:

1.

The meeting of the newly elected members of the Council of Indian
Adult Education Association will be held at Kalinga Institute of Social
Sciences, Bhubaneswar, Odisha on January 22, 2026 at 6:00 p-m. to consider

Confirmation of the minutes of the last meeting of the Executive Committee held el ARG DR

on August 4, 2025 in vi irmati
g virtual mode. 1. Confirmation of the minutes of last meeting of the Council held on

2. Toconsid : v 2 X December 14, 2023 at Amrita Vishwavidyapeetham, Ettimadai
ider the Action taken on the decisions of the minutes of the last meeting Campus, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu.

of the Executive Committee held on August 4, 2025. ’

. 2. A i %
3. ;’o _contsrn]der ar_mddazprove the report of the programmes and activities conducted B e e
uring the period August — D
g ecember 2025. 3. Any other business with permission of the Chair.

4. To consider i i
bRl and approve the estimated budget of the Association for the year

To consider and approve the applications received for membership of IAEA.

6. Any other business with the permission of the Chair ( \/:\
. Lt
el
(Suresh Khandelwal)
General Secretary

(a) To consider and approve the decision to purchase a new vehicle for the office
(b) Condolence

All the members of the Executive Committee are cordially invited to attend the

meeting.
m
é Py

(S.C. Khandelwal)
General Secretary

NB. Kindly confirm your participation at the earliest at

66aiaecbhubaneswar26@gmail.com and directoriaca@gmail.com

NB. Kindly confirm your participation at the earliest at
m@gm at 66aiaecbhubaneswar26@gmail.com and

Samvaad 4.0 - A Training of Prison
Warders Organized

The sixth batch of Samvaad
4.0, a Training of Prison
Warders was successfully
conducted by India Vision
Foundation on December 10,
To 2025. The session began with
a warm introduction by Ms.
Monica Dhawan, Director -
India Vision Foundation,
setting the tone for an engaging and insightful training. An interactive
session on “Stress Management,” was conducted by Mr. Winfred where
he guided prison officials on understanding, identifying, and effectively
R managing stress in challenging environments. Thereafter, Dr. Kiran Bedi,
Founder, India Vision Foundation, interacted with all the participating
officials, sharing inspiring anecdotes from her service years and

aTedier ure Brar ug
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NOTICE FOR GENERAL BODY MEETING

All the Members of Association

Sir/Madam,

The next meeting of the General Body of Indian Adult Education Association will
be held on January 22, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Following are the agenda items for the meeting:

. Confirmation of the minutes of the last meeting of the General Body held on
January 9, 2025 at Manmohini Van Campus, Prajapita Brahma Kumaris
Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya, Abu Road, Rajasthan.

N

. Adoption of the Annual Report of the Association for the year 2024.

. Adoption of Audited Statement of Accounts for the year 2024-25.

w

IS

. Any other matter with the permission of the chair.

All the members are cordially invited to attend

(S.C. Khandelwal)
General Secretary

Copies of the Audited Statement of Accounts 2024-25 can be collected by the members at the
office of the 66™ All India Adult Education Conference at Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences,
Bhubaneswar on January 21, 2026 whereas the Annual Report 2024 can be downloaded from
our website: www.iaea-india.com

NB. Kindly confirm your participation at the earliest at 66aiaecbhubaneswar26@gmail.com and
directoriaea@gmail.com

IAEA Newsletter

motivating them to bring positive reforms within the prison system. Shri
Mohd. Akram Khan, former Jail Superintendent, District Jail, Fatehpur,
Uttar Pradesh and the recipient of Nehru Literacy Award 2023 led the
session on “Effective Prison Management through Collaboration and
Networking.” He shared his practical experiences and encouraged
officials to adopt effective management strategies for better prison
administration. More than 75 prison officials from across the country
participated in the programme, making this an impactful step towards
strengthening prison management and staff capacity in India.
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Lecture on Empowering the Crucial Role of Tribal Youth
in Shaping the Future

A distinguished invited lecture on “Empowering the Crucial
Role of Tribal Youth in Shaping the Future” was organized jointly
by the Department of Anthropology, School of Tribal Legal
Studies and Tribal Rights, Centre for Sacred Groves, School of
Tribal Heritage and Tribal Indology, Internal Quality Assurance
Cell (IQAC), Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences, Deemed to be
University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha and the Odisha Chapter of
IAEA, New Delhi. The lecture was delivered by Prof. L. Raja,
President, IAEA on December 15, 2025 in the Conference Hall —
2, KISS Campus which was attended by a large number of
students and faculty members. The programme began with the
introduction of the concept of distinguish lecture given by Dr.
Sujata Acharya, Associate Professor and Dean, School of THTI,
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KISS-DU followed by introduction of guest by Dr. Manoj Kumar
Behera, Associate Professor, KISS-DU and the General Secretary
of the Odisha Chapter of IAEA.

Prof. Raja in his speech underlined the importance of

overall development of tribal community for achieving the goal
of Viksit Bharat by 2047. He said awareness among the tribal
youth about the rights of tribal community assured by and
enshrined in the Constitution of India is the corner stone for
moving forward towards their empowerment. The concluding
remarks were given by Dr. B.P. Mohanty, President, Odisha
Chapter of IAEA and the vote of thanks was extended by Dr.
Monoranjan Mahapatra, Assistant Professor and Head,
Department of Anthropology, KISS-DU.
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Celebrating
87th Foundation Day of IAEA

V‘q A Discus"_non
7 "Lifelong Learning for Nullifying
(Estd : 1835) Disparities”

December 4, 2025
11:00 A.M, IAEA Headquarters, New Delhi

L

A Discussion on 'Lifelong Learning for Nullifying
Disparities and Strengthening Democratic Values " was
organised at IAEA Headquarters as part of its 87th
Foundation Day Celebration Programme. Participated by
all the members of staff and the learners of IAEA Skill
Centre, the programme began with the introductory
speech by Prof. Rajesh, Director In-charge. While
welcoming both Prof. L. Raja, President and Shri Suresh
Khandelwal, General Secretary he underlined the key
strength of IAEA such as its presence at the grassroots
level, continuous engagement with the academic
fraternity and policy makers, and ability to address
emerging issues due to which it could withstand all the
challenges and kept its flag afloat for last 86 years of its
services to the society and common people. Prof. L. Raja
in his message online said that IAEA is endeavouring hard
to mobilise field functionaries and academia together to
address developmental challenges of the country
specifically in the field of education, lifelong learning and
skill development. He emphasized on identifying
innovative practices. Shri Suresh Khandelwal said that we
owe a tradition of positive thinking and commitment

i

towards the cause of disadvantaged section of society and
we will work together to fulfil our responsibilities. Shri M.
L. Sharma, Finance Head, shared his decades long
experience of working with IAEA and said the environment
here motivates staff to work with commitment. Both Ms.
Kajal, the trainer at IAEA Skill Centre and Ms. Deepshikha
a learner also expressed their aspirations and said that

they are enjoying the learning atmosphere at the centre.
The programme was concluded with the vote of thanks
given by Shri B. Sanjoy, Research Officer, IAEA.

Preparatory meeting for 66th AIAEC

A preparatory meeting participated by Prof. Rajesh,
Director In-charge along with all the staff members was held
at IAEA Headquarters on October 27, 2026 which was
presided over by of Prof. L. Raja, President, IAEA. Almost
every aspect related with organizing the 66th All India Adult
Education Conference at KISS — Deemed to be University,

- Bhubaneswar, Odisha scheduled to be held on January 21-

23, 2026 was discussed in details in the meeting. Focus

was given to the dissemination of important information

related to the proposed programmes and activities to be
conducted in the conference. Accordingly, it was decided to
bring out a detailed conference brochure, invite abstracts

and academic papers to be presented and finalize the books scheduled to be released during the conference. All the
staff members were sensitized to take-up specific responsibilities to make the conference a great success.
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